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$3 million unused Power Boulevard project federal funds found by 
Kenner Mayor Michael Glaser

After taking office on July 1, 2022, Kenner 
Mayor Michael Glaser and his team began a total 
review of all city finances and projects. Among 
their findings was a $3 million federally funded 
project for lighting, walkway and landscaping 
improvements to Power Boulevard that was nev-
er initiated. The federal government was provid-
ing 80 percent of the funding with the city pay-
ing the remaining 20 percent. The money was 

awarded in 2015 and the city signed an agreement 
with the Louisiana Department of Transportation 
in May 2016, but somehow the project never moved 
forward, and construction was not begun.

The Power Boulevard improvement project 
has several facets. The existing 6-foot pedestrian 
trail along the median will be widened to 12 feet. A 
new pedestrian bridge will be built over Canal No. 1 
which will connect the north and south sides of Vin-

tage Drive. Many trees had fallen during Hurricane 
Ida and they will be replaced with funds from this 
project. In addition, new lighting, benches and wa-
ter fountains will be installed along the expanded 
pedestrian walkway.

According to city officials, for the project to now 
move forward, construction bids will be sought by the 
end of the year and the state will then recommend a 
bidder for Kenner to approve.   

On Sunday, Octo-
ber 2, 2022, the Kenner 
Police Department in-
vites everyone to come 
out and help the depart-
ment and other local law 
enforcement agencies 
to give crime a going 
away party. Everyone is 
invited to the 22nd An-

nual National Night Out Against Crime Kick-Off 
Party, taking place in the Pontchartrain Center 
parking lot in Kenner from noon until 6:00 p.m.

“That’s right! The National Night Out Against 
Crime Kickoff Party will once again be held back 
in Kenner,” said Kenner Police Chief Keith Con-
ley. “There will be exciting entertainment includ-
ing children’s activities such as Laser Tag, giant 
human hamster balls, a Gaga pit and inflatable 
amusements.” Also offered will be various crime 
fighting and law enforcement displays, demon-
strations by law enforcement professionals (K-9, 
and SWAT), a red beans and rice cook-off and 
live music by Karma and The Topcats. “There 
will be great food and admission is free,” said 
Chief Conley. The kick-off party is a prelude to 
the 38th Annual National Night Out Against 
Crime, which will be observed locally on the  
evening of Tuesday, October 4, 2022.

National Night Out 
Against Crime 
festivities set for 
October 2 and 4
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The Friends of the Jefferson Public Li-
brary will conduct its semi-annual “Big Book 
Sale” starting Friday, October 7 through Sun-
day, October 9, 2022, at the Pontchartrain 
Center located at 4545 Williams Boulevard at 
the lake in Kenner. All proceeds from the sale 
benefit the Jefferson Parish Libraries. Since 
1987, the group has donated more than $2.7 
million to the library system.

Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Fri-
day and Saturday and noon until 5:00 p.m. on 
Sunday.

This is one of the largest book sales in the 
New Orleans area with more than 65,000 items, 
including gently used adult and children’s 
books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs and records, most 

Friends of the Jefferson Public Library announce spring “Big Book Sale”
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180 W. Esplanade Ave.  |  Kenner, LA 70065

See a provider from home  
24/7 with an Ochsner 

Anywhere Care virtual visit.  
Visit ochsner.org/anywhere

If you are in need of care,  
our team is here for you.

Stay connected to your healthcare 
from the comfort of your home with 

the MyOchsner patient portal. 
Visit ochsner.org/myo

•  Message your provider 24/7
•  Request prescription refills
•  Check your test results

Now and 
always, your 
health is our 

priority.

The 15th Annual Gulf Coast Bank silent 
auction in August 2022 raised more than 
$131,000 to benefit nearly 200 non-profit 
agencies that provide urgently needed ser-
vices in the metro area, including Jefferson 
Parish and Kenner. Since Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust Company’s “Auctions in August” inception, a 
total of $1,397,000 has been raised.

“This year’s auction featured over 1,100 items donated by individuals and 
businesses that wanted to benefit the region’s outstanding non-profit agencies 
that provide services to our community,” said Gulf Coast Bank’s President and 
Chief Executive Officer Guy Williams.

The items in the auction were displayed at the bank’s 19 branches and were 
shown and available to bid online on the bank’s website. Auction prize donors 
determined the non-profit they wished to benefit from their donation.

“We are excited we had a great year, our second best,” said Williams. “The auc-
tion has grown into an event that many non-profits use as their major fundraiser. 
We had an upgrade this year to the website and for the first time offered payment 
with a credit card.”

Included in the items in this year’s auction were memorabilia from LSU, the 
Saints and the Pelicans. These included signed footballs, basketballs and jerseys, 
along with autographed pictures. “Saints, LSU and Pelicans items are always 

Over $131,000 goes to non-profits 
from Gulf Coast Bank’s annual 
charity auction Music

Gift Cards

Vacation stays

Gift Baskets of all Sorts

Pet Services & Supplies

Décor & Housewares

Sport Memorabilia

And Much More!

Bid Today.
Auctions in August
A silent auction with 100% of the funds benefiting non-profits. 

Items available for bidding at each of our 19 branches and online. 

For more information, go to AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM 
or visit a Gulf Coast Bank branch.

   

504.561.6124
GULFBANK.COM

GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgads_8503.indd   2 6/13/19   4:11 PM

In October, it is noticeable 
the color pink is very popular, 
and that is because it is “Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.” It’s im-
portant to understand what breast cancer is, what causes it, the signs and symp-
toms, and the importance of getting screened.

Breast cancer is the most common cancer in women. It is a group of diseases 
in which cells in breast tissue change and divide uncontrollably, typically resulting 
in a lump or mass. Most breast cancers begin in the lobules, which are the milk 
glands, or in the ducts that connect the lobules to the nipple.

Multiple risk factors are associated with an in-
creased risk of breast cancer. The strongest risk factor 
is female gender. Then, it is increasing age. The me-
dian age of first diagnosis of breast cancer is 61, and 
70% of breast cancers occur in women over the age of 
55. Most people have no clear risk factors beyond gen-
der and increasing age.

Other risk factors include family history; the 
presence of genetic mutations, including BRCA1 and 
BRCA 2; exposure to internal female reproductive 
hormones, such as the early onset of puberty and 
the menstrual cycle or late menopause; never having 
children; late pregnancy over the age of 30; hormone 
replacement therapy; diet; benign breast disease; 

Annual screening aids in early 
detection of breast cancer
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Kenner Police Chief  
Keith Conley
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TUESDAY - FRIDAYTUESDAY - FRIDAY   
BY APPOINTMENT ONLYBY APPOINTMENT ONLY

SCHOOLS/CAMPS/GROUPSSCHOOLS/CAMPS/GROUPS

2020 FOURTH ST.

11 a.m. Showtime 12 p.m. Showtime 1 p.m. Showtime

CALL 504-468-7231
FOR INFORMATION

3 p.m.  Fright  Light Laser Show

OCTOBER SCHEDULE

SATURDAYSATURDAY
OPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLIC

BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 10:45 A.M.BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 10:45 A.M.

2 p.m. Showtime
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1 Terminal Dr.
Kenner, LA 70062

SAVE TIME
Check FLYMSY.COM

to find a parking space

PARKING INFORMATION

613 Spaces

FULL

1599 Spaces

25 Spaces

Short Term

Long Term

Economy Garage

Surface Lot

flymsy.com

Drive directly to 
an open garage!

SHORT TERM
LONG TERM
SURFACE LOT

900 Airline Dr.

1 Terminal Dr.
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KENNER STAR
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, LA 70064

Phone 468-9125
Email: news@kennerstar.com

The content of all theme-based columns,  

written by respective professionals in this newspaper,  

is in no way intended to render advice, suggest a  

course of action, or take the place of an individual  

consultation regarding that subject matter.

Government

The focus for 
my administration, 
as we head into the 
final three months 

of 2022, continues to be implementing critical 
changes that save tax dollars, executing plans 
to recruit employees that address personnel 
shortages, and reopening city gyms.

The organizational structure was created 
with a strong focus on streamlining operations 
and eliminating “top-heavy” positions.

In addition, we are continuing to move 
forward with the process of relocating city 
departments from the Macy’s building and 
into city-owned buildings at both the City 
Hall complex at 1801 Williams Boulevard and 
in Rivertown. I am confident that these esti-
mated savings will better serve both Kenner 
residents and business owners.

In the area of personnel, we have com-
pleted a thorough review of department 
staffing needs, and like many local govern-
ments throughout the country, there are a 
number of vacancies to fill. The city of Ken-

City administration focuses on critical changes
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Mayor

From road and 
bridge work to the 
upcoming Divine 
Mercy Seafood 

Festival, developments in Seton Parc and more, 
there are many events and significant improve-
ments occurring throughout District 5.

First, I’d like to thank everyone who at-
tended the citywide civic association meet and 
greet event on Sept. 15. Civic association mem-
bers across all districts were present and guests 
included Mayor Mike Glaser, Councilwoman 
Kristi McKinney, Councilman Joey LaHatte, 
Eric Mund from the city’s Legal Department and 
Communications Director Paris Vinnett.

The annual Divine Mercy Seafood Festival 
is from Oct. 7-9 at 4337 Sal Lentini Parkway. The 
festival will feature rides, bands, homemade 
jambalaya and many more activities. Our office 
is happy to assist with equipment reservations 
and arranging for mosquito control for this pop-
ular event, so please feel free to reach out for 
any information.

Many have asked for a progress update on 
the bridge replacement project at West Loyola 
Drive and Canal No. 7. The bridge project be-
came necessary after an annual inspection 
under the State Bridge Replacement Plan in-
dicated the bridge should be replaced. Barring 
weather delays, the work is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of October. 

I would also like to provide an update on 
the West Esplanade Avenue and Vintage Drive 
levee access roads for bikes. That request is now 
in the final stages of approval with a start date 
expected to be announced soon. 

In reference to signage updates, I’m 
pleased to announce that signs are being in-
stalled along major corridors to help motorists 
identify the location for St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
School.

In addition, we’ve been informed that four 
flag poles are being located adjacent to the “Wel-
come to Kenner” sign at Williams Boulevard and 
the I-10 westbound off-ramp.

There’s good news to report about Ella the 

Elephant, the 16-foot sculpture by artist Hernan 
Caro that has been a favorite in the Sal Lentini 
Parkway median and will soon be reinstalled.

And finally, I wanted to thank all of the 
city’s first responders who were on the scene a 
couple of weeks ago after a resident passed away 
in Seton Parc. The members of the Kenner Po-
lice Department, Kenner Fire Department and 
EMTs on the scene were awesome, and neigh-
bors said Kenner Police Officer Leia Vega went 
above and beyond the call of duty. She stayed 
with the resident who had just lost a loved one 
until the coroner’s office arrived and has fol-
lowed up with that resident since then.

In the event you need any assistance, 
please feel free to reach out to my office.   

Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian 
Brennan’s office is located at 1801 Williams 
Boulevard in Building B, Suite 300 in Ken-
ner. Councilman Brennan can be reached at 
504-468-7250, 504-559-3360 or by email at dis-
trict5@kenner.la.us.

Progress being made in district
By Brian Brennan – Kenner District 5 Councilman

ner will launch a now hiring campaign to ac-
tively recruit qualified employees. To apply  
for a position with the city of Kenner, appli-
cants can visit Kenner.la.us.

The work to reopen gyms in the city re-
mains a top priority, with a focus on getting the 
sport court flooring that was pulled up in city 
gyms after Hurricane Ida installed. We expect 
the time-consuming reassembling process to 
begin this month at Lincoln Manor and Buddy 
Lawson, although we must first complete elec-
tric panel repair work that is currently underway 
at Buddy Lawson and air conditioning repairs 
at Lincoln Manor. Looking to November, a regis-
tration will be held for boys and girls basketball 
and soccer between the ages of 5-12. The bas-
ketball program will be held this fall for the first 

time since the pre-COVID period.
Lastly, my administration is reactivating 

the Kenner 2030 plan to capitalize on state and 
federal funding for a variety of infrastructure 
improvements. Some of the projects include Wil-
liams Boulevard improvements, Power Boulevard 
pedestrian and beautification, upgrades on Roo-
sevelt Boulevard and pedestrian improvements 
on Vintage Drive from Power Boulevard to Wilson 
Drive. This plan not only enriches the lives and 
lends to a better quality of life for Kenner resi-
dents today, but for future generations.

As I often state, there is still much work to 
be done. However, I am pleased with the prog-
ress made thus far, and the continued dedication 
and selfless effort of Kenner employees whose 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
everyday improvements benefit Kenner resi-
dents in the long haul.   

Kenner Mayor Michael Glaser can be 
reached at 504-468-7240 or by email at kenne-
rmayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner City Council meetings have recently 
moved from the Macy’s building to Kenner’s Heritage 
Hall, located at 303 Williams Boulevard in Rivertown.

The Kenner City Council’s upcoming October 
meeting dates will be Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 
5:30 p.m. and on Friday, October 21, 2022, the council 

meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m.
The council meeting will be live streamed on 

the city of Kenner’s Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/officialcityofkennergovernment.

Each meeting also will be available for viewing 
afterward in its entirety on the KennerTV YouTube 

channel at www.youtube.com/user/kennertvonline.
To see the upcoming council meeting agendas 

and future meeting dates, visit the city’s website at 
www.kenner.la.us.   

Kenner City Council October Rivertown meeting dates set

Jefferson Parish Offender Watch
Jefferson Parish provides the OffenderWatch® service for the citizens of the 

community. OffenderWatch is the nation’s leading sex offender registry network, 
which enables sex offenders to be managed in the community. With the free Of-
fender/Watch family safety app and this website, the most accurate and up-to-

date information can be found about sex offenders in the area. 

https://www.sheriffalerts.com/cap_main.php?office=54245
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Ochsner Health Center – Kenner 
180 West Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065

Visit ochsner.org/schedule  
or call 504-608-1069

At Ochsner, we do more than just offer advanced, 
innovative cancer treatments. We ensure our 
patients receive compassionate, personalized care 
throughout their journey from a collaborative team 
of experts, including physicians, nurses, social 
workers, researchers and more.

How we care for our patients:

• Multidisciplinary approach to care, with many 
 appointments on the same day

• We treat the whole patient, not just the disease

Cancer 
doesn’t stop. 
Neither  
do we.

Ryan Griffin, MD Ann Ledet, NP

Jacob Dowden, MD Lingling Du, MD

Upon taking 
office July 1, 2022, 
I had several goals. 
One was the re-

cruitment and retention of officers. The Kenner 
Police Department has been short staffed at all 
positions – custodians, call takers, dispatchers, 
correctional officers, crime scene investigators 
and police officers. As I have stated numer-
ous times, the Kenner Police Department is a 
model law enforcement agency, we have all the 
elements needed to attract new applicants, how-
ever increasing the starting pay would be the 
final piece in navigating recruitment. As far as 
a retention measure goes, certainly increasing 
current salaries is a major part of it, as well as 
updating and enhancing technology, equipment 
and training.

While increasing the starting pay, we had 
to be careful not to cause compression issues 
throughout the salary structure. My administra-
tion evaluated salaries, employee by employee, 
to ensure there were no compression issues and 
any discrepancies were addressed. In doing so, 
not only were we able to increase the starting 
salaries but we were able to increase current 
employees’ salaries. With that said, we 
were pleased to roll out the increas-
es to all employees in the first pay 
period of September. We feel that 
the restructuring of the salary 
scale lays a great foundation for 
the future. Our goal is to have an-
nual increases going forward.

We have also kicked up recruit-
ing efforts. We have put more manpow-
er and resources into our effort to attract 
applicants. Our team has participated in col-
lege and high school job fares, met with school 
career development officers and initiated an 
aggressive recruiting campaign through mobile 
apps, social media, print media and web-based 
ventures. Soon you will see a QR code which a 
person can scan with their mobile device and 
immediately begin a dialogue with one of our 
recruiters.  Additionally, we have subscribed to 
a program that actually places our KPD recruit-
ment video on different social media platforms 
and includes the ability to direct these ads to 
certain geographical locations. So, if you are in 
that number at a large event, watch for our video 
ad. Watch for our QR code on our police units, 
printed materials, banners and one of our newly 
wrapped units which is sure to grab your atten-
tion as it patrols throughout Kenner.

OUR NEW STARTING SALARIES ARE:
Police officer: $52,000 annually  
(ability to work paid details after  

completing FTO program)
Correctional peace officer: $41,000 annually 

(ability to work paid details after  
completing FTO program)

Correctional officer: $34,000 annually
Communications officer: $34,000 annually

Call takers: $27,000 annually  
(part time available)

Benefits include paid health insurance, 
paid employee life insurance, paid vacation 

leave, paid sick leave, 15 paid holidays a year, 
pension retirement plan and incentive pay for 
bi-lingual officers and employees. We know “You 
Have What It Takes” so take the next step. Scan 
our QR code below, visit our website at www.ken-
nerpd.com, call our recruiters at 504-712-2299 or 
text “KennerPDJobs” to 504-788-2614.
We need your help!

During the month of August there were 21 
reported vehicle burglaries. 18 vehicles were 
entered through an unlocked door. Please lock 
your doors and protect your valuables. What is 
a danger to the public and law enforcement is 
that two firearms were stolen in these burglar-
ies, both from unlocked vehicles. KPD did make 
two arrests in these cases and have solid leads 
in others.
Narcotics investigations data

During the month of August our Narcotics 
Division and Patrol made 37 narcotics arrests. 
Seven arrested subjects were also in possession 
of a firearm. They seized 2½ pounds of marijuana, 
500 grams of THC edibles, 18 grams and 28 dos-
age units of meth, 4.5 dosage units of oxycodone 
and three mushrooms.
Traffic enforcement

During the month of August, the 
Kenner Police Department issued 

441 traffic citations covering 601 
violations. We also responded to 
and handled 212 crashes and fol-
lowed up on 13 hit and run com-
plaints. KPD had six DWI arrests 

and five additional cases are pend-
ing lab results.

National Night Out Against Crime 
Kick-off and observance
On Sunday, October 2, 2022, come out 

and help the Kenner Police Department and oth-
er local law enforcement agencies give crime a 
going away party. Everyone is invited to the 22nd 
Annual National Night Out Against Crime Kick-
Off Party, taking place in the Pontchartrain Cen-
ter parking lot in Kenner from noon until 6:00 
p.m. That’s right, the National Night Out Against 
Crime Kickoff Party will once again be held back 
in Kenner! There will be exciting entertainment 
including children’s activities such as Laser Tag, 
giant human hamster balls, a Gaga pit and inflat-
able amusements, various crime fighting/law 
enforcement displays, demonstrations (K-9 and 
SWAT), a red beans and rice cook-off, live music 
by Karma and The Topcats, and lots of great food. 
Admission is free! The kick-off party is a prelude 
to the 38th Annual National Night Out Against 
Crime, which will be observed locally on the eve-
ning of Tuesday, October 4, 2022.

If you are interested in learning more about 
the kick-off party, registering your block party for 
National Night Out Against Crime or starting a 
neighborhood watch group in Kenner, contact the 
KPD Community Relations Division at 504-712-
2294 or email nguggenheim@kennerpd.com.  

Kenner Police Chief Conley can be reached 
by email at kpd@kennerpd.com. Visit the Ken-
ner Police Department website at www.kenne-
rpd.com. You can also follow the Kenner Police 
Department on social media @KennerPolice.

You have what it takes
By Keith Conley – Kenner Police Chief

Police
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Banking

COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS
COKE, DIET COKE, COKE, DIET COKE, 

DR PEPPER DR PEPPER 

AND OTHER AND OTHER 

12 PACK 12 PACK 

COKE COKE 

PRODUCTSPRODUCTS
66..9999

12 PACK

2151 Williams Blvd. 2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
        469-3503 •• www.theicehousekenner.com www.theicehousekenner.com

22.99
24 pk suitcase

Bud Coors LiteBud Coors Lite
Bud Lite Miller LiteBud Lite Miller Lite

Mondays - Thursdays 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. • Fridays 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. • Sundays 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

DRY ICE

11..1515 lb. lb.

24 pk suitcase24 pk suitcase
Ice Cold Package Ice Cold Package BEERBEER

ICE ICE 
COLD BEERCOLD BEER 
TO GO!TO GO!

        469-3503         469-3503         469-3503 

TOP OFF TOP OFF YOUR TANKYOUR TANK

PROPANEPROPANE
SOLD BY SOLD BY THE GALLONTHE GALLON

We’re your We’re your 
BOILING BOILING 

headquarters!headquarters!19.99

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

20 Pack

President Biden 
announced that up 
to $20,000 in stu-
dent loans will be 

forgiven. He also announced significant changes 
in the income-based repayment plans.

Here is what you need to know if you have 
outstanding student loans. First, forgiveness is 
not automatic. You will need to apply on the fed-
eral website, studentaid.gov.

Payments on student loans will continue to 
be deferred until December 31 of this year. This 
payment deferral is auto-
matic. If you do nothing, 
your payments will resume 
in January.

For individuals with 
income of $125,000 or less 
and families with income 
of $250,000 or less, up to 
$20,000 will be forgiven if 
you received a Pell grant 
or $10,000 will be forgiven 
if you did not receive a Pell 
grant.

Applications for this 
forgiveness will begin as 
soon as the application is 
posted on the government 
website. The target for this is October 2022. Ap-
plications may be made as late as December 
31,2023.

If you were one of the borrowers who con-
tinued to make payments through the mora-
toriums and now owe less than your eligible 
forgiveness amount, you can ask your servicer 
to reinstate your payments so that you will be 
eligible for your maximum forgiveness. This will 
only occur if you ask. If you repaid your student 
loan, you will receive nothing. Don’t despair, 
even though this is unfair, our experience has 
been that borrowers who repay loans are always 
better off than those who did not.

Another important change is that federal 
state, local and nonprofit employees may be 
eligible for total loan forgiveness through the 

public service loan forgiveness program. This 
expanded forgiveness is explained further at 
PSLF.gov and expires in its most generous form 
October 31 this year, so check now to see if you 
are eligible.

Finally, borrowers may elect income-based 
payments limited to 5% of discretionary income 
with payments ending after 20 years. Discretion-
ary income is 225% of the federal poverty level, 
currently $13,590, so using the multiplier, only 
income above $30,577 would be used to calcu-
late the 5% payment. I know this is complicated, 

but there is a worksheet 
on the website, studentaid.
gov.

These changes in 
total will cost taxpayers 
more than one trillion dol-
lars. Whether this is the 
best and fairest way to 
spend that much money is 
a political and economic 
question. My purpose here 
is to explain the program. 
If you wish to seek student 
loan forgiveness, check 
the government website 
and sign up for bulletins 
as the program is further 

developed.
One word of caution, once the cost of this 

program becomes obvious, it is unlikely to be re-
peated in the future. Our advice for students and 
parents is search for the least expensive quality 
education and borrow as little as possible.   

Guy Williams is president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust 
Company. Their Kenner branch office is locat-
ed at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Missy Criswell, 
vice-president and branch manager can be 
contacted at 504-544-6340. Brian Behlar, vice 
president and commercial lender, can be con-
tacted at 504-565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Student loan forgiveness
By Guy Williams

“Our advice for 
students and parents 
is search for the least 

expensive quality 
education and borrow 
as little as possible”

From the Staff
of Kenner Star
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MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured  •  504-432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
         504-456-1300         504-456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading
FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVALTREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

MetOrleansFencing@gmail.com
Blake Kaiser: 504-390-1103

Brandon Rankin: 504-329-5727

LOCAL • INSURED

Wood, chain link, vinyl, hog wire & metal fences
Repairs, replacements & new builds

Community

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association  

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

 October 6 & 20     
Aroma Catering 

400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie 
https://eaanola.org

Generate  
Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident  
Public Speaker

Improve  
Profitability
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Health

GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 504-305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

Teens and vaping
By Mehul Sheth, M.D.

According to 
the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), 

in 2020, about one of every 20 middle school stu-
dents reported using e-cigarettes in the past 30 
days, and more than one of every five high school 
students reported using e-cigarettes in the past 
30 days. That is about 3.6 million teens in the 
United States. E-cigarettes contain nicotine 
which is highly addictive and can affect adoles-
cent brain development.

E-cigarettes and similar products were first 
introduced in 2007 as what was thought to be a 
healthier option to traditional smoking because 
the aerosol does not include all the contami-
nants found in tobacco smoke. However, e-ciga-
rettes still have potentially harmful substances. 
Many e-cigarette products are highly addictive. 
One famous company among teenagers uses 
nicotine salts in their cartridges, which allow the 
user to experience a higher and more addictive 
concentration of nicotine. One cartridge or pod 
is said to contain as much nicotine as a pack of 
20 cigarettes.

In addition to nicotine, the American Heart 
Association reported that e-cigs contain diace-
tyl, a chemical linked to lung disease; cancer-
causing chemicals; volatile organic compounds, 
which are chemicals in the air that become gas-
eous at room temperature and are the top cause 
of the air pollution most referred to as smog; and 

heavy metals such as nickel, tin and lead.
The Center on Addiction defines vaping as in-

haling and exhaling an aerosol, often referred to as 
vapor, produced by an e-cigarette or similar battery-
powered devices. The aerosol is produced by heat-
ing a liquid cartridge or pod that usually contains 
nicotine and other chemicals. 
The aerosol is then inhaled 
by the user. Like traditional 
smoking, bystanders can also 
breathe in second-hand aero-
sol when the user exhales it 
into the air. E-cigarette de-
vices can be used to smoke 
marijuana and other drugs.

The design of e-ciga-
rettes and vaping devices is 
a significant contributor to 
their popularity among teens. 
Many of the devices are small 
and shaped like USB flash 
drives or a pen, so they are 
easy to conceal at school and 
other locations. Many doctors and other profession-
als believe vaping became so popular among teens 
due to the flavored nicotine that was initially avail-
able, including fruit, candy and other kid-friendly 
flavors, like mint and the dessert, crème brûlée. 
According to the Truth Initiative, in 2020, the FDA 
banned flavored cartridge-based e-cigarettes other 
than menthol. Unfortunately, flavors are still avail-
able in other tobacco products such as open system 

(reusable) e-cigarettes, disposable e-cigarettes, 
smokeless tobacco, cigars and hookah.

Recent reports have linked e-cigarettes and 
vaping products to cases of serious lung injury, 
which the CDC has referred to as EVALI. The CDC 
reported that studies have shown that vitamin E 

acetate, an additive in some 
THC-containing e-cigarette 
or vaping products, is close-
ly associated with EVALI. As 
of December 2020, 2,807 
people had been hospital-
ized due to EVALI, and 
deaths have been reported 
from all 50 states. The 
long-term health effects 
of e-cigarettes are not well 
understood, but science has 
shown thus far that vaping 
is not a healthy alternative 
to smoking.

Follow these tips to 
help prevent teens from 

vaping and avoid becoming a regular habit.
Explain the health risks of using e-ciga-

rettes. Ensure your child is aware of the health 
risks and addictive habits of using e-cigarettes.

Keep an open dialogue. Start conversations 
with your child early and continue to have open and 
honest talks as they get older. The CDC has a “Talk 
with Your Teen About E-cigarettes” tip sheet for 
parents. Use this as a guide when you have the talk 

with your children about the dangers of e-cigarettes.
Kick your tobacco habits. Children learn 

from example. If they see you smoking or using e-
cigarettes, they are more likely to use it themselves. 
At the very least, do not smoke around your children.

Teach children about peer pressure and 
how to say no. Help children develop a script of 
what they might say if a friend offers them a ciga-
rette or e-cigarette.

Learn when you need help. If you notice 
your teen is vaping and cannot kick their habit, you 
should seek professional help.

Ochsner Health has several smoking cessa-
tion clinics that help patients quit their smoking 
or vaping habit for good and partners with the 
Smoking Cessation Trust to offer free counseling to 
anyone wanting to make a healthy lifestyle change. 
If you are interested in quitting smoking, both tra-
ditional or e-cigarettes, learn more about Ochsner’s 
smoking cessation services by visiting Ochsner.org/
services/smoking-cessation-clinic.   

Dr. Mehul Sheth earned his medical degree 
from Tulane University School of Medicine and 
completed his residency in family medicine at 
East Jefferson General Hospital. Dr. Sheth is 
board-certified in family medicine and has been 
at Ochsner Health since 2009. To schedule an ap-
pointment with Dr. Sheth at Ochsner Health Cen-
ter-Kenner located at 200 West Esplanade Avenue 
in Kenner, call 504-464-8506 or schedule online at 
www.ochsner.org.

“The design of 
e-cigarettes and  

vaping devices is a 
significant contributor 

to their popularity 
among teens”

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
DonatÚ ns | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operatÚ n over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •504-830-7979• FAX 504-831-2609

October 10, 2022
 Columbus Day is celebrated on  

the second Monday of October. 

While Columbus Day is a federal  
government holiday meaning all  

federal offices are closed, not all states  
grant it as a day off from work.
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What should Alzheimer’s caregivers know?
By Christina Sulli Wilson

If you have a 
family member who 
has been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s 

disease, or is starting to show symptoms, you 
will face some real challenges. Navigating the 
Alzheimer’s experience involves a long journey, 
and there’s no easy answer for how you can cope 
with your emotions. But you can at least address 
some of the financial issues involved to help give 
yourself a greater sense of control.
Here are some moves to consider:

Plan for care costs and identify insurance 
coverage. The list of Alzheimer’s-related medi-
cal expenses is long and includes ongoing medi-
cal treatment, medical equipment, home safety 
modifications, prescription drugs and personal 
care supplies. As a caregiver, you’ll want to know 
the extent of your loved one’s health insurance 
such as Medicare, supplemental policies, vet-
eran’s benefits if applicable, and so on. One big 
question is how much coverage they might have 
for adult day care services, in-home care ser-
vices and full-time residential care services and 
other long-term care options. Long-term care is 
one of the largest health care costs not covered 
by Medicare, so you’ll want to determine if your 
loved one has a long-term care policy or another 
insurance policy with a long-term care rider.

Identify assets and debts. You’ll need to 
know your family member’s financial position, 
both what they own – bank accounts, invest-
ments, property, etc. – and what they owe, such 

as credit card debt, a mortgage, lines of credit 
and so on. This knowledge will be essential if 
you’re granted power of attorney to take over 
your loved one’s finances.

Look for tax breaks available to caregiv-
ers. If you’re a caregiver, you may have to pay for 
some care costs out of pocket. Consequently, you 
could receive some tax credits and deductions. 
These benefits vary by state, so you’ll want to 
consult with your tax advisor to determine your 
eligibility.

Ensure necessary legal documents are in 
place. As a caregiver, you may need to ensure 
some legal documents are in place, such as a 
durable power of attorney for finances, which 
lets you make financial decisions for your loved 
one with Alzheimer’s, and a durable power of 
attorney for health care, which lets you make 
health care and medical decisions on their be-
half. It’s important to have these and other nec-
essary documents drawn up before someone is 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s or when they’re just 
starting to exhibit the earliest signs of the dis-
ease, so they can understand what documents 
they are signing. If you wait until they no longer 
have this cognitive ability, things will get much 
more challenging. You could apply to become 
a conservator, which grants decision-making 
abilities similar to a power of attorney, but the 
conservatorship process takes time and could 
involve court procedures. To avoid this potential 
difficulty, work with your tax and legal profes-
sionals to ensure all the relevant legal docu-

ments are in-force and updated.
Finally, you don’t have to go it alone. To 

help deal with the emotional challenges of 
caregiving, you can find local Alzheimer’s sup-
port groups that can offer practical suggestions 
for coping. As for the financial issues, consider 
working with a financial professional who can 
look at your family’s overall situation and recom-
mend appropriate actions.

A diagnosis of Alzheimer’s will change the 
lives of everyone in your family. But as a care-
giver, you can help ease the burden.   

Christina Sulli Wilson is a Certified Fi-
nancial Planner with Edward Jones. Wilson’s 
office is located at 909 West Esplanade, Suite 
109, in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at 504-
467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors are not estate planners and can-
not provide tax or legal advice. Consult an at-
torney or qualified tax advisor regarding your 
situation.

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/21/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit

 

www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest

 

rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Christina S Wilson, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave Ste 109 
Kenner, LA 70065 
504-467-3995

$5000 $5000 $5000

4.104.05
3-year

4.00
2-year1-year
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Living

Give your family

Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 504-466-8577

Landscaping & Design, 

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading, 

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 504-390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Dementia in seniors: Signs, symptoms and what to do next
By Michelle Lovitt

What is dementia?
Dementia is an 

umbrella term en-
compassing a range 

of conditions that lead to brain changes causing 
neurocognitive decline. The most common type 
of dementia is Alzheimer’s disease, followed by 
others including vascular dementia, Lewy body 
dementia, fronto-temporal dementia and mixed 
dementia.

It isn’t always easy to pinpoint the first 
signs of dementia; oftentimes, initial symptoms 

are easy to disregard as a normal sign of aging. If 
your loved one has started to lose their car keys 
or forget a word every now and then, you might 
think little of it.

But while symptoms like these in isolation 
may well simply be a natural consequence of 
getting older, this isn’t always the case and iden-
tifying dementia early is vital. As a family care-
giver of an aging parent or loved one, it’s worth 
knowing what to look out for.

Memory loss is just one of a whole host of 
symptoms associated with the onset of demen-

tia. Family caregivers may find their loved one’s 
attention, personality, mood, communication 
and even vision are also affected by the condi-
tion at some stage.
Memory and attention

One of the most typical and well-known in-
dicators of dementia is increased forgetfulness. 
A senior may struggle to remember important 
events and appointments or forget the familiar 
route to their usual grocery store or coffee shop, 
for example.

Similarly, seniors with dementia may have 
newfound difficulties with concentration and 
attention, with tasks like managing finances or 
following step-by-step instructions becoming 
much harder to execute.

Despite being the most well-recognized, 
forgetfulness and memory loss are perhaps the 
symptoms easiest to minimize and accept as a 
normal part of aging. But with these often be-
ing some of the earliest signs of dementia, they 
should never be ignored.
Personality and mood

Seniors with dementia may experience 
subtle or significant changes to their mood 
and personality. So, if your once happy-go-lucky, 
cheerful parent has become depressed, anxious, 
confused or frustrated, this could be indicative 
of dementia.

Changes in mood may become most ap-
parent to family caregivers through changed 
behavior. For example, a senior might become 
uncharacteristically aggressive or paranoid. If 
these behaviors occur mainly in the evening, 
they may be a result of sundowning syndrome.
Social and communication

Many seniors with dementia have some 
difficulties with verbal communication. They 
may forget names or words, repeat themselves 
a lot, or be unable to keep a conversation flow-
ing. These difficulties might impact their ability 
to maintain or form new relationships, resulting 
in them becoming withdrawn or avoiding social 
occasions they once enjoyed.

Symptoms of dementia in the areas of 
socialization and communication may also be 
linked with personality and mood. For example, 
increased anxiety or confusion which may lead 
to aggression can have an impact on a senior’s 
close relationships.
Vision and spatial awareness

Changes in vision could be caused by an ar-
ray of conditions or even natural eye aging, but 
these changes can also be a symptom of demen-
tia. Seniors with dementia may find it hard to 
perceive color or distance, struggle with certain 
lighting or be unable to avoid obstacles.
Seek support early

While we’ve covered some of the most com-
mon early symptoms of dementia here, this is by 
no means an exhaustive list. Depending on the 
type and stage of dementia, there are a plethora 
of symptoms that could indicate something isn’t 
quite right.

Equally, your loved one having one or more 
of these symptoms doesn’t necessarily mean 
they have dementia, either. Speaking to a profes-
sional is the only way to know for sure. If you’re 
concerned about your relative for any reason, 
seek advice from a physician.

Bringing up the possibility of dementia to 
a parent or loved one can be difficult, but get-
ting support early is worthwhile. While there 
is no cure for dementia, some treatments may 
be more effective if they’re started earlier on. 
Prompt diagnosis can also give a senior time 
to plan for the future and take an active role in 
their own care.
Choosing memory care

When a loved one is diagnosed with demen-
tia, you may wish to explore the possibility of 
residential assisted living with memory care. As 
a condition like Alzheimer’s disease progresses, 
memory care facilities can offer the specialist 
care a senior needs.

Memory care communities are typically 
secure with staff on site around-the-clock. This 
security allows seniors with dementia to live an 
independent life, free from the dangers that can 
come with wandering outside.

As dementia progresses, seniors may also 
require support with things like eating, tooth 
brushing, bathing and getting dressed. They may 
have reduced mobility or forget when or how to 
carry out these vital activities successfully.

Residents in memory care communities 
are typically served healthy, delicious meals 
each day. They can also receive assistance with 
activities of daily living and personal care, based 
on needs identified in a frequently reviewed and 
updated care plan.

Conditions like Alzheimer’s disease are 
highly individual, affecting each person in a 
unique way that may alter over time. Profes-
sional memory care teams are experts at meet-
ing these specific needs, adapting care for each 
resident as their condition progresses.

Memory care communities can offer a rich 
and fulfilling lifestyle for seniors living with de-
mentia. Many seniors experience loneliness, but 
residential memory care communities nurture 
the cultivation of strong friendships with care-
givers and fellow residents.

Memory care facilities may also offer social, 
spiritual and recreational activities and on-site 
amenities for residents to enjoy. With everything 
they need to live well available to them, seniors 
need no longer worry about the logistics of daily 
living.

Moving to a specialized memory care com-
munity can grant seniors with dementia the free-
dom, dignity and quality of life they truly deserve. 
If you’re interested in exploring memory care for 
a loved one with dementia, research each care 
provider and arrange a tour to determine the 
best fit for your loved one.  

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon 
Care Homes with two locations in Metairie at 
4713 Dreyfous Avenue and at 820 Phosphor 
Avenue, currently under construction and ex-
pected to be opened in fall of 2022. For more 
information and to schedule a personal tour of 
either home, call 504-290-1717 or email info@
auduboncarehomes.com. Visit Audubon Care 
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.
com.
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Law

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

PH: 504-704-1194  •  FAX: 504-364-9366

ADM: $5 | UNDER 12 FREE

When you are 
involved in a car ac-

cident, the injuries you sustain can vary depend-
ing on the severity of the accident.  At first, you 
may only notice some bumps and bruises and 
consider yourself lucky. Often, however, delayed 
symptoms arising hours, days or even weeks fol-
lowing an accident can be indicative of much 
more serious injuries.

Sometimes, after an accident, you are left 
in shock and your adrenaline is pumping. Your 
body is likely producing excess endorphins, 
which keeps you from recognizing the severity 
or exact location of the pain. Once the endor-
phins subside, the pain may become more evi-
dent, or begin to extend throughout the body to 
other places than initially 
felt. It may also be possible 
that internal or unnoticed 
injuries are worsening 
over time. Therefore, it is 
important to pay close at-
tention to changes in your 
body throughout the days 
and weeks after an acci-
dent. It is important to tar-
get the problem soon after 
first experiencing the pain 
so the long-term effects 
can be minimized.

Some of the most com-
mon injuries suffered in an 
accident that can generate 
delayed symptoms include 
the following:

Shoulder pain: Im-
mediately after an acci-
dent you may experience 
soreness that turns into 
persistent pain. Pain in the 
neck and shoulders may 
indicate soft tissue dam-
age, muscle sprains, tears, 
nerve damage or fractured 
bones.

Spinal injuries: Spi-
nal injuries can be some 
of the most severe injuries 
suffered in a car accident. 
Ruptured or herniated 
discs, nerve compression, 
vertebral fractures or other 
spinal column and spinal cord injuries are all se-
rious and should not be taken lightly.

Whiplash injuries: Whiplash commonly 
occurs when the impact of the collision causes 
your neck and head to jolt back and forth. It can 
also occur from the force of an airbag hitting 
you. Some delayed symptoms of whiplash can 
include neck stiffness, headaches, jaw pain or 
pain in the neck and shoulders.

Abdominal pain: At first you may experi-
ence pain from obvious bruising, but if the pain 
persists, gets increasingly worse, or the visual 
bruise does not subside, it could be something 
much more serious. Delayed or persistent ab-
dominal pain can be extremely dangerous be-
cause it could be a sign of internal bleeding 

or organ damage. These injuries could be the 
result of being forced into the steering wheel 
or just from the seat belt cinching tight around 
you.

Concussion: The impact of a car accident 
can leave you with a concussion or a temporary 
loss of consciousness. This is considered a brain 
injury. Symptoms of a brain injury can occur 
immediately or can be delayed. You may expe-
rience confusion, dizziness, headaches, fatigue, 
nausea and/or memory loss. A brain injury is a 
serious matter and should be treated as soon as 
possible to help lessen the long-term effects.

Numbness or loss of sensation: This 
is the most common sign of nerve damage re-
sulting from an accident. Most of the time, the 

numbness, tingling or loss 
of sensation only becomes 
apparent after the ini-
tial shock of the accident 
wears off or when trying 
to get back to your daily 
activities.

Emotional distress: 
It is common to have feel-
ings of emotional distress 
after being involved in an 
accident. This can include 
stress, anxiety, depres-
sion or trouble sleeping. 
If not treated, it can lead 
to more serious issues of 
PTSD or phobias about 
driving or riding in cars. 
Feelings of emotional dis-
tress, although sometimes 
not felt until shortly after 
an accident, can take a 
grueling toll on your every-
day life.

Whether your symp-
toms are apparent right 
away or take some time 
to become apparent, and 
even if you tell the police 
officer you are not hurt 
immediately after the ac-
cident, but you experience 
delayed symptomology, 
you are entitled to and 
should receive compen-
sation for those injuries 

caused by another person’s negligence.
This information has been provided for in-

formational purposes only and is not intended 
and should not be construed to constitute legal 
advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Lou-
isiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown 
Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams 
Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle 
accidents, personal injuries, maritime and 
traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 504-704-1194 
or info@rivertownlaw.com.

The most common delayed 
symptoms after an accident
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

“Whether your 
symptoms are 

apparent right away 
or take some time to 

become apparent, and 
even if you tell the 

police officer you are 
not hurt immediately 

after the accident, but 
you experience delayed 
symptomology, you are 
entitled to and should 
receive compensation 

for those injuries 
caused by another 

person’s negligence.”

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com



OCTOBER 2022 H  KENNER STHR12

Education

19,06419,064
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REGISTERED VOTER HOUSEHOLDS  
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KENNER STAR FREE IN THE  
MAIL EACH MONTH!

    WANT TO REACH  WANT TO REACH  
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  Call us to advertise! Call us to advertise! 
504-468-504-468-91259125

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY STEM SCHOOL
Washington Elementary STEM School serves PK-5 students and 
combines a strong tradition with a focus on 21st century learning. 
Celebrating excellence since 1936, Washington Elementary is 
one of two STEM schools in Jefferson Parish Schools. STEM 
schools are designed to provide a learning experience based 
on educating students in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics. Students solve real-world problems while working productively as teams using the 
engineering design process and engaging in project-based learning. Opportunities are provided 
to take STEM education beyond the classroom, to connect STEM learning to careers, to promote 
lifelong learning, and to create a STEM-educated workforce that can meet the demands of business 
in an increasingly complex and technology-driven economy.

The mission of Washington Elementary is to empower all 
learners to achieve academic success and build character in a 
safe and respectful environment. The Washington Elementary 
pledge is based on ROAR. R-Respect people and property, 
O-Open minded, A-Always safe, R-Responsible.

Washington Elementary 
is located at 606 Clay 

Street in Kenner. For more information, call (504) 464-9111 or 
visit jpschools.org/washington. You can also keep up with the 
latest news by checking out Washington’s Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. Washington Elementary is represented on the 
Jefferson Parish School Board by District 5 member Simeon 
Dickerson.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

When students 
graduate career ready, the entire community ben-
efits from a more skilled, better educated work-
force. In Jefferson Parish Schools, our goal is to 
ensure that all students graduate prepared for a 
career or college. Meeting this collective goal is 
only possible with the help of our students, teach-
ers, support staff, administrators, families, school 
board and community members. Our strategic 
and collaborative efforts have led to improved 
outcomes for students two years in a row. Another 
area where our district is 
leading the state is through 
our Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) program.

I’m proud to share 
that our Class of 2022 at-
tained 9,435 Industry Based 
Certifications (IBCs). An 
industry-based credential 
is a credential a student 
earns to show proficiency 
in a particular area or skill. 
When our students attain an 
IBC, they have proven that 
they have the basic skills 
and knowledge necessary 
for their target career field. A key indicator of 
our district’s success, this achievement surpasses 
the previous record set in 2020-2021 and exceeds 
the district’s strategic plan goal of 9,156 IBCs by 
2024. Our students almost doubled the number 
of advanced IBCs from the previous year, earning 
1,183 certifications. Last school year, JP Schools 
expanded the Jump Start After Hours and Jump 
Start Summers programs. Through Jump Start, 
students were given the opportunity to attain 
IBCs, gain job shadowing experience, and earn a 
stipend while working with certified instructors.

Regardless of their path after high school, 
CTE is for all students. Not only are more of our 
students earning credentials through our CTE 
program, they are earning them in high-demand, 

high-wage fields like engineering, medical, auto-
motive, computer technology and digital media. 
Our strong ties with local businesses and indus-
tries have led to paid apprenticeships and intern-
ships for our students. Alongside our partners, 
we’re continuously reviewing our programs to 
make sure we’re focused on the most in-demand 
career fields for our region.

In addition to better preparing our students 
for career-readiness, we also led the state in the 
percentage of students as a graduating class who 

are semifinalists in the 
2023 National Merit Schol-
arship Program. Among 
Louisiana public schools, 
Haynes Academy for Ad-
vanced Studies was sec-
ond in the state with 20 
students named semifinal-
ists this year. Additionally, 
Patrick F. Taylor Academy 
for Advanced Studies had 
the sixth highest number 
of students awarded in the 
state with 10 semifinalists. 
We are proud of these re-
markable students for their 

continued commitment to academic excellence.
Our momentum is proof that the systems 

we’re putting in place are working for kids. Every-
thing we do in Jefferson Parish Schools is aimed 
at moving the children of this parish forward for 
years to come, and we appreciate the continued 
support of our families, employees and commu-
nity to make that happen.   

Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jeffer-
son Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse 
district in Louisiana, serving around 50,000 
students. Dr. Gray is a 26-year veteran of public 
education and most recently served as Jefferson 
Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP Schools on In-
stagram and Twitter at @jpschools.

Jefferson Parish Schools Class 
of 2022 sets record for career 
readiness certifications
By James Gray, Ed.D.

“In Jefferson Parish 
Schools, our goal 

is to ensure that all 
students graduate 

prepared for a career 
or college.”

https://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/safehaven/directory/map/?zip=70062

Louisiana’s Safe Haven Law provides a safe, legal, last resort to abandonment,  
allowing a parent to give up custody of a newborn up to 60 days old by bringing  

the baby to an emergency designated facility, or Safe Haven site.

As long as the parent leaves their baby with an employee and the baby shows no signs 
of abuse or neglect, the parent can walk away knowing that their baby will be safe.

The relinquishing parent may also call 911, allowing the parent to relinquish a baby  
to an emergency responder in a location chosen by the parent.

Louisiana Safe Haven
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JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3
504-292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

New Construction • Remodeling

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

Health
October is “National Physical 
Therapy” month
By Craig Goodwin

Every October 
physical therapists 
and physical therapy 

assistants celebrate “National Physical Therapy” 
month, an annual opportunity to raise aware-
ness about the benefits of physical therapy. The 
APTA has a month-long campaign to recognize 
the physical therapy profession’s efforts to 

“transform society by optimizing movement to 
improve the human experience.”

National Physical Therapy month cele-
brates the health and well-being of any person’s 
single most valuable possession – their body. 
When injury or disability occurs, often people 
turn to a physical therapist in order to overcome 
their pain and loss of mobility. A physical thera-
pist is a licensed health care professional who 
evaluates a patient’s physical status, establishes 
goals and a plan of care and administers treat-
ments to promote optimal health.

Physical therapists are healthcare pro-
fessionals who diagnose and treat individuals 
of all ages, from newborns to the elderly, who 
have medical problems or other health-related 
conditions that limit their abilities to move and 
perform functional activities in their daily lives. 

Physical therapists examine each individual 
and develop a plan of care using treatment tech-
niques to promote the ability to move, reduce 
pain, restore function, and prevent disability. 
Physical therapists also work with individuals to 
prevent the loss of mobility by developing fitness 

– and wellness-oriented programs for healthier 
and more active lifestyles.

Improve your quality of life through more 
movement. Choose better health. Choose physi-
cal therapy.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is 
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner and at two other locations in Metai-
rie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated 
from LSU Medical School Department of Allied 
Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at 
kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.
orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is 
co-author and contributing writer to the Ken-
ner Orthopedic column.

Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.

SOLD

$460,000
641 Melody Drive • Metairie

$280,000
3700 46th Street • Metairie

SOLD!SOLD!

$1,600
2411 Helena Street • Kenner

FOR LEASEFOR LEASE

SOLD

$275,000
1906 Idaho Avenue • Kenner

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR 

504-468-9125

HURRICANE  
EMERGENCY  

PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST
THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S 

EMERGENCY READINESS KITEMERGENCY READINESS KIT

  Flashlight & extra 
batteries

 Bottled water

  First aid kit & 
prescription medication

 Evacuation route maps

  Canned food & a  
non-electric can opener

  Special items for infants, 
elderly or disabled family 
members 

  Utility knife, shut off 
wrench & pliers

  Access to battery 
powered radio

  Extra pair of glasses & 
sunglasses

  Personal items

 Pet food  
 Clothing & bedding

  Car keys & keys to the 
place you may be going

  Important papers 
including ID, Social 
Security cards, 
insurance policies, birth 
& marriage certificates, 
wills, deeds & copies of 
recent tax returns
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Night Out Against Crime
 from page 1
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OPEN!

METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd

M-F Lunch
Tues.- Sat Dinner

Now open
Sundays 5pm to 8pm

{  One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one evaluation including movement  
screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a 
comprehensive customized program designed to fit your goals.

{  Early morning  
& after work  
appointments  
available 

 See website for bio, classes  
& more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT  
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER:

“Representatives in every area of law enforce-
ment will be at the kick-off party to talk with you. 
This is an excellent opportunity for people consid-
ering a career in law enforcement to have their 
questions answered by experts in the field and to 
find out what their jobs are all about,” said Chief 
Conley. “It’s also a great time for citizens and of-
ficials to interact and discuss important issues in 
our community. Through this event, you can learn 
about the many programs that are available to 
you, including the KPD Women’s Self Defense Pro-
gram and the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy. 
Programs like these empower you to take a stand 
against crime and to help others do the same.”

Residents can help celebrate the 38th An-
nual National Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday, 
October 4 in a variety of ways, such as having a 
block party, a cookout, flashlight walks or by sit-
ting on the front porch with the lights on – a sym-
bol that has become a tradition over the years.

“Your participation will have a positive im-
pact on your neighborhood and will help increase 
crime prevention awareness 
throughout the streets of 
Kenner,” said Chief Con-
ley. “The National Night Out 
Against Crime is a great first 
step in starting your own 
neighborhood watch group.” 
It’s an event that started 
in 1984 with 2.5 million 
people in 23 states and has 
now grown to include over 
37 million people in over 
15,000 communities from all  

50 states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities, and 
military bases worldwide.

Anyone interested in learning more about 
the kick-off party, registering a block party for Na-
tional Night Out Against Crime or starting a neigh-
borhood watch group in Kenner can contact the 
KPD Community Relations Division at 504-712-
2294 or email at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. 
For more information on the National Night Out 
Against Crime, visit https://natw.org.   

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Gulf Coast Bank
 from page 1

Ochsner
 from page 1

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
504-465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
504-286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers 

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining 
Available!

priced from fifty cents to $3.
Four books will be auctioned at the sale. The 

first is a copy of “World War II: Saving the Reality, A 
Collector’s Vault.” Also, to be auctioned is a copy of 

“Diana: The Portrait,” “Treasures of Disney Anima-
tion Art” and “Sugar Bowl Classic.”

Another feature at the sale will be a collec-
tion of Dr. Who books and lots of yearbooks. 

Payment can be made by cash or debit and 
major credit cards but checks are no longer ac-
cepted. Admission is free and parking is plentiful.

All proceeds from the sale benefit the Jeffer-
son Parish Libraries.

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is 
an independent, nonprofit organization that sup-
ports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting 
library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted 
items for all its branches through fundraising and 
participating in literacy programs. For more in-
formation call the Friends of the Jefferson Public 
Library at 504-455-2665, visit http://friendsofjeffer-
sonlibrary.org, email at friendsjpl@yahoo.com or 
follow the organization on Facebook.   

Library
 from page 1

among our most popular. The auction has something 
fun for everyone”, said Williams.

Other popular items included restaurant gift 
cards, housewares, art pieces, jewelry and vacation 
stays. Some of the top items included an all-inclusive 
trip for two to the Saints game in Phoenix. There were 
several “prepared at your home” dinners by the Café 
Hope staff and Hogs for the Cause teams. 

“A few lucky kids will experience a day of practice 
with the University of New Orleans’ baseball and bas-
ketball teams,” said Gulf Coast’s Marketing Director 
Sheila Englert.

Some of the top organizations that raised $5,000 
or more include Amitie-Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion, Association of the U.S. Army, Community Sailing 

New Orleans, Cajun Wheelers, Les Femmes d’Orleans, 
Café Hope and Mazant National.

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company, founded in 
1990, is a community bank serving Southeast Louisiana 
with other offices and services located in the United 
States. Gulf Coast Bank’s 19 branches include one in 
Kenner at 3410 Williams Boulevard. The branch man-
ager is Missy Criswell who joined Gulf Coast Bank in 
2013. When Gulf Coast opened its doors in 1990, it be-
gan with $30 million in assets. Today, the bank has over 
$3 billion in assets.

“We began ‘Auctions in August’ after Hurricane 
Katrina when the non-profits in our region were really 
struggling. We needed a lift with something that was 
pure fun,” said Williams. “Then and now, Gulf Coast is 
a local community bank that cares deeply about the 
region and the people we serve.”   

and environmental factors, such as smoking and 
chemicals.

Many people do not experience signs or symptoms 
when the tumor is small and easily treated, which is 
why screening is so important. Notable signs and symp-
toms include swelling of all or part of a breast (even if 
no distinct lump is felt), skin irritation, dimpling, breast 
or nipple pain, nipple retraction (turning inward), red-
ness, scaliness, thickening of the nipple or breast skin 
and nipple discharge (other than breast milk).

The lifetime risk of developing breast cancer is 
one in eight women. Annual screenings help diagnose 
cancer at an early stage when it is considered cur-
able. As per the American Cancer Society guidelines, 
women of average risk between the ages of 40 to 44 
should have the choice to start annual breast cancer 
screening with mammograms. Between the ages of 45 
to 54, yearly mammograms are recommended. At age 
55 or older, women can switch to mammograms every 
two years or can continue yearly screening. Screen-
ings should continue if the woman is in good health 
and expected to live for 10 years or more.

“The American College of Obstetricians and Gy-
necologists encourages yearly mammogram screen-

ings beginning at age 40. Annual screenings are 
the key to detecting breast cancer early and can be 
scheduled by calling your gynecologist,” said Stepha-
nie Heaney, M.D., obstetrician and gynecologist, Och-
sner Medical Center-Kenner (OMC-Kenner). “When 
it comes to prevention, it is also important to know 
your body and be mindful. If you notice a change or 
feel a lump in your breast notify your physician im-
mediately. Knowing your family history, not smoking, 
lowering your alcohol intake and following a low-fat 
diet can help lower your cancer risk.”

To schedule a gynecological appointment at 
OMC-Kenner, located at 180 West Esplanade Avenue, 
visit Ochsner.org/kenner or call 504-468-8600.

At the Ochsner Cancer Institute, teams led 
by world-class physicians join families in the fight 
against cancer, utilizing cutting-edge research and 
technology to provide innovative solutions that 
change lives. Ochsner Health’s annual Moonlight and 
Miracles gala supports patients and Ochsner Cancer 
Institute programs through funds raised. The 10th An-
nual Moonlight and Miracles, chaired by Gayle Ben-
son, will be held on November 4, 2022, at the Caesars 
Superdome, featuring live entertainment and a raffle 
to win a 2022 Mercedes Bens GLC 300W AMG Sport 
Package. For more information and to purchase gala 
and raffle tickets, visit Ochsner.org/moonlight.   
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