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Playground specifically designed for children with sensory disabilities near completion
A groundbreaking ceremony was held on Oc-

tober 11, 2021, to begin construction on a unique 
inclusionary four-acre playground located near 
the heart of Kenner in Holly Heights’ Miquez Park, 
named Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground. Con-
struction is nearing completion with a grand open-
ing ceremony set for January 2022.

The playground was the idea of local Kenner 
residents, Arita and Brad Bohannan, and named 
after their godson, Anthony. The couple learned 
that children born on the spectrum have certain 
sensory, social and behavioral issues that can 
make play a challenge. They found resources from 
a nonprofit organization in Missouri that helps to 
plan, design and build fully accessible playgrounds 

that allow all chil-
dren – regardless 
of their abilities 

– to play together. 
The new inclusive 
playground to be 
added to Miguez 
Park, which has a 
small traditional 
playground at its 
entrance on the 
corner of Baron 
and Glen Eagle 
Lane, will accommodate anyone with sensory is-
sues and physical disabilities.

The Bohan-
nans spearheaded 
the fundraising of 
a total of $600,000, 
including their 
own donations, to 
build the new park, 
which is one of only 
11 in the U.S. and 
first of its kind in 
Louisiana.

“The park has 
unique and fun 

equipment but for those with sensory issues, they 
will notice patterns, designs and equipment that 

are more comforting,” said Arita Bohannan. “It will 
provide visually impaired colored pathways, a quiet 
cove and other unique play space for the autistic 
and those with other disabilities.”

“This inclusionary playground will be a 
great addition to the city, and it wouldn’t be pos-
sible without Brad and Arita Bohannan, who had a 
dream and then worked hard to make it come true,” 
said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “I am proud to have 
played a small role in making this possible.”

“The play area was specifically designed to be 
set back further from the street, so parents choos-
ing to walk the exercise path for exercise can be 
in near proximity to the new play area as these  
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Plans call for a mid-2022 opening in the south-
west shopping center at Chateau Boulevard and 
West Esplanade Avenue for a Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries franchise that specializes in fresh, top-grade 
hamburgers and cheeseburgers.

“We have gotten all the approvals that we need, 
except for the last one, from the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health,” says Covington-based Bayou Best 

Burgers’ president Billy Jacob, who, along with his 
partner, Andy Mitts, run the restaurants. “There 
have been many COVID holdups with the last holdup 
being that the state health department is working 
just one day a week. As a result, our application – 
which I am confident will be approved– is in a stack 
with others on someone’s desk and it just has to work 
its way to the top.”

Five Guys is famous for hand-formed burgers 

Five Guys Hamburger franchise slated for 
mid-2022 opening in Kenner
By Allan Katz

See 4-page center pullout section Ben Zahn
Kenner ProgressProgress

City of Kenner Mayor’s Report
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Henry and Pat Shane recently donated 
two more sculptures to the city of Kenner. The 
new pieces are located in the median of the 
3800-block of Loyola Avenue near Kenner City 
Park.

“Thanks to Henry and Pat Shane for their 
continued generosity and all they do to make 
Kenner a more beautiful place for our resi-
dents and for anyone considering living in our 
city,” said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn.

“Nautilus,” is the second work in Kenner 
by artist Madeleine Faust, a Jefferson Parish 

Shanes donate two more sculptures to Kenner
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner received 
recognition by Healthgrades as “5-star rated” for 
treatment of hip fracture, gastrointestinal (GI) 
bleed and sepsis. In addition, “5-star rated” rec-
ognition was given for coronary interventional 
procedures and gallbladder removal surgery.

Healthgrades is the leading resource that 
connects consumers, physicians and health 

systems. OMC-Kenner’s achievement is part of the 
Healthgrades Report to the Nation, which under-
scores the importance of hospital quality to both 
consumers and hospital leaders. Healthgrades evalu-
ates hospital performance at nearly 4,500 hospitals 
nationwide for 31 of the most common inpatient pro-
cedures and conditions.

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner recognized as 
5-star recipient for “Quality Care Performance”
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On December 28, 2021, Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn and Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike 
Sigur announced that Laser Tag of Metairie has 
completed a deal with Furniture Mart to buy the 
Veterans Boulevard business and open a family 
entertainment complex.

The 3.5-acre property is located at 2421 Vet-

erans Memorial Boulevard and fronts both Vet-
erans and Kansas Avenue. The location was the 
site of a Circuit City before it was converted into a 
Furniture Mart in 2009.

Mayor Zahn and Councilman Sigur said the 
city is sad to see Furniture Mart leave, but excited 

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Councilman  
Mike Sigur announce $10 million entertainment 
complex at Furniture Mart Location
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“Nautilus”
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ANDAND

one world one sky:one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may 
live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical 
dragon fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic 
carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings 
and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your 
hearts and minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers 
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groupsTuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLYGENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★★     Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m. Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per showAdmission: Adults, $6 per show  ★★    Children/Seniors, $5 per show Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★★    Multi-show packages availableMulti-show packages available

www.kenner.la.uswww.kenner.la.us                show schedule subject to changeshow schedule subject to change

Big Bird’s Big Bird’s 
AdventureAdventure

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

The cowboy astronomerThe cowboy astronomer
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  
Come roam the range and star gaze the cowboy way in this light-hearted planetarium show 
narrated by cowboy humorist Baxter Black. From the depths of the countryside, free from 
light pollution follow the Milky Way and star hop from Polaris to the Pleiades.

MASKS
Required!

MASKS
Required!
CLOSED
January 1

N ine Planets and CountingN ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  How many planets are there in our solar 
system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety 
of objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and 
then step back to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Saturdays – 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light. 

Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez, Lady GaGa, 
Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!

Saturdays – 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

then step back to look at the big picture. Just what  a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Saturdays – 3 p.m. Saturdays – 3 p.m.  Running time: 40 minutes

GIVE HELP
GET HELP

GIVE HELP
DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK
Financial donations can be made by 

check or money order payable to 
KENNER FOOD BANK

Mail or drop o�  to 
317 Oxley Street, Kenner 70062

Food Donations Accepted on Mondays 
& Wednesdays from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

GET HELP
The Kenner Food Bank 

strives to serve 
all citizens of the 

City in need of assistance.

Kenner

To Give Help or Get Help 
Please call (504) 468-7204 

for more information.
The Kenner Food Bank is located at 

317 Oxley Street, Kenner, Louisiana 70062.
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4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
VIEW A 360 DEGREE 

VIRTUAL TOUR: 

Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care
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Having an annual check-up with a primary care doctor 
can help catch health problems and keep you healthy. 
Plus, most insurance plans cover annual check-ups at no 
additional cost to you.

Our services include:

   •  Annual flu shots and immunizations

   •  Annual health checkup and complete physicals

   •  Coordinated care of chronic conditions

   •  Diagnosis and management of diseases

   •  Health risk assessments

   •  Seasonal allergy treatment

   •  Treatment of acute conditions

   •  Virtual visits

Discover how Ochsner 
Primary Care keeps your 
health on track.

Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood 
2120 Driftwood Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70065

Our Locations:

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner 
200 W. Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065

To schedule an appointment, call 504-608-1069  
or visit ochsner.org/schedule

Give your family

Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 504-466-8577

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
504-465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
504-286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers 

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining 
Available!
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ACHIEVED THE HIGHEST SCORE
IN FOOD/BEVERAGE & RETAIL
ACHIEVED THE HIGHEST SCORE

For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards

#1
IN CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION
WITH LARGE AIRPORTS

RANKED BY J.D. POWER, RATED BY OUR CUSTOMERS
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Wake up Louisiana: Your people are leaving
By Jeff Crouere

By any measure, 
2021 was a tough year 
for Kenner.

The COVID-19 
pandemic hit Jefferson Parish hard. Since 2020, 
there have been more than 70,000 COVID cases 
reported in Jefferson Parish with more than 
1,900 deaths. In addition to that, Hurricane Ida 
came whistling out of the Gulf of Mexico in Sep-
tember 2021.

The double whammy of course hurt the Ken-
ner economy and quality of life, closing some busi-
nesses, limiting others and ending some jobs. The 
onslaught of COVID also badly hurt the airline 
industry, negatively impacting Kenner’s gleaming 
billion-dollar new airport terminal that has sky-
high economic potential but hasn’t yet been able 
to match its goals.

So, is there reason to hope that 2022 will be 
better? After a dive into the numbers and the vari-
ables I think there is reason for optimism about 

the new year.
The bad news about COVID is the rise of the 

Delta and Omicron mutations. But the good news 
is that Jefferson Parish residents are responding 
by getting vaccinated. At year’s end, more than 80 
percent of eligible Jefferson Parish residents have 
taken one shot and more than 54 percent of Jeffer-
sonians are fully vaccinated, including the booster.

I think my own experience has been typical. 
The hospital where I’ve been a patient for more 
than 30 years arranged for me to get all three 
shots. When I got to the building, everything was 
organized and everyone was courteous and effi-
cient. The shots didn’t hurt, thank goodness, and I 
didn’t have a bad reaction to any of the three shots. 
If they determine that folks my age need a fourth 
shot, I’ll be there. I’m also an ambassador for the 
vaccine, urging family and friends to become fully 
vaccinated. Other good news is that the pharma-
ceutical industry has come up with pills that 
sharply reduce the impact of COVID if you become 
infected.

I am among those who are grateful to the 

triad of the government, the pharmaceutical in-
dustry and American scientists who have produced 
these wonder vaccines and anti-COVID pills in just 
about a year. It’s an American miracle that could 
only have been done in the USA.

Although Hurricane Ida came ashore as a 
Category 4 storm, we thankfully did not have the 
flooding, destruction and death of Hurricanes 
Betsy and Katrina. After Katrina, the government 
spent billions of dollars on a hurricane protection 
system that shields Kenner and the mass of the 
metro area. While Ida brought with it heavy wind 
and rain damage, it was not the killer storm of the 
past that left Kenner and the metro area devastat-
ingly flooded. In other words, the hurricane pro-
tection system did indeed protect us and hopefully 
will continue to do so.

My hope is that despite Delta and Omicron 
that we have now seen the worst of COVID, al-
though we may have to deal with its aftermath 
and new mutations for decades to come. Getting 
a grip on COVID and if the destructive impact of 
any future hurricanes can be curtailed, the Kenner 

economy will come roaring back.
Among my hopes for 2022 is the chance that 

the long dreamed of development of Laketown is 
at hand. Kenner’s most under-utilized resource 
is its Lake Pontchartrain acreage. For years, vi-
sionaries have hoped a big-time developer will 
come along who shares the dream of a lakefront 
hotel, condominiums, restaurants, a marina and 
other accouterments. Recent announcements of 
reinventing Rivertown are very promising. Things 
might be shaping up for a big forward step in 2022 
and that could be the discovery of gold Kenner’s 
leaders have thought about for decades.

Yes, I think we are making progress despite 
all the serious problems we have to overcome. 
Please join me in praying for a happier, healthier 
2022. Happy new year.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@
gmail.com.

Kenner had a rough year in 2021, but there’s reason to hope 2022 will be much better
By Allan Katz

Political

In the 1980s, 
Louisiana boasted 
eight members of the 
U.S. House of Represen-

tatives. After the oil bust, massive hurricane damage 
from several deadly storms and misguided economic 
policies, Louisiana’s congressional delegation shrank 
to just six members. Sadly, the state is on the verge of 
losing another member of Congress.

For decades, Louisiana has failed to keep pace 
with the economic gains of neighboring states. As a 
result, productive workers and their families have fled 
to other areas of the country, particularly to the no in-
come tax states of Texas and Florida. The only reason 
Louisiana did not suffer actual population losses was 
that the birth rate exceeded the death rate.

Unfortunately, new census numbers show that 
not only is Louisiana losing more people to other 
states, but also the death rate is increasing and the 
birth rate is declining.

Over the past decade, the population of Loui-
siana increased by a mere 2.7%, compared to a 7.4% 
statewide increase across the country. Louisiana ex-
perienced the fifth slowest population growth rate 
in the country. Once again, Louisiana is far behind 
neighboring states which experienced massive popu-
lation increases.

This problem is not just centered in one part of 
the state. Instead, it exists statewide, as 45 of our 64 
parishes experienced a loss of population in the last 
decade.

While the population statistics of the last de-
cade were dreadful for Louisiana, it has become worse 
in the last two years. The COVID-19 pandemic has par-
ticularly harmed Louisiana. Our state depends heavily 
on tourism, which is the fourth leading industry in the 
state. Unfortunately, the pandemic devastated that 
industry, leading to massive job losses.

During the pandemic, a new presidential admin-
istration took office. The energy policies of the new 

Biden administration have contributed to the state’s 
population losses.

One of the first executive actions of President 
Joe Biden was to issue a moratorium on new drilling 
in federal territory. In addition, Biden canceled the 
Keystone XL pipeline, ended federal subsidies for oil 
and gas businesses and started to focus heavily on 

“green energy” projects. Combined, these policies have 
been particularly harmful to Louisiana’s economy, re-
sulting in the loss of high paying jobs.

For those important reasons and many more, 
the Census Bureau reported that Louisiana suffered 
the fifth highest out-migration totals nationwide be-
tween 2020 and 2021. According to demographer Greg 
Rigamer “Arkansas grew, Texas, of course, grew sig-
nificantly…Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee…
states within our region are doing much better.”

Why are people leaving? In Rigamer’s view, 
“States with a prosperous economy, communities with 
a prosperous economy attract people. People by and 
large are looking for a better life.” Regrettably, people 
are not finding a “better life” in Louisiana and these 
economic factors are a primary reason people are 
leaving the state.

In the twelve-month period that ended on July 
1, 2021, Louisiana lost over 27,000 people, as more 
people moved away from the state than moved in. The 
only states that lost more people in the same time 
frame were New York, California, Illinois and Massa-
chusetts, and none of them are in the south.

All the states with population losses are saddled 
with a high rate of taxation, which pays for a large 
state government bureaucracy. This is particularly 
true for Louisiana, which has an especially high rate 
of state government employees per capita.

The next twelve-month period ending on July 1, 
2022, will show even more population losses for Loui-
siana. One major reason will be the impact of Hurri-
cane Ida, which was incredibly damaging. The hurri-
cane was not only a destructive and powerful storm, 
but it also hit at exactly the wrong time, as residents 
were still reeling from the effects of the pandemic.

Other states were damaged by hurricanes and 
the entire country has been impacted by the pandem-
ic, so why is Louisiana doing so poorly? Overall, the 
public sector in the state is large and the private sec-
tor is burdened with high taxes. Unlike our competi-
tors, Louisiana has a franchise tax, an income tax and 
some of the highest sales taxes in the nation.

What do these taxes produce? The results are 
far from impressive. Louisiana has some of the lowest 
performing public schools in the country. Through-
out the state, countless infrastructure projects are 
required as roads and bridges are in desperate need 
of repair.

Another factor which certainly impacts our pop-
ulation is the high rate of violent crime. The problem 
is especially serious in our urban areas of New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge and Shreveport.

While there are undeniable challenges for peo-
ple living in Louisiana, the state does offer incredible 
selling features to attract people. The state provides 
people a very hospitable climate with plenty of year-
round recreational activities. Louisiana also can boast 
of some of the finest restaurants and food in the world. 
Our state has a unique culture, a storied history and 
world class architecture. In Louisiana, there are year-
round attractions and festivals that no other state can 
come close to matching.

These great attractions are no substitute for pro-
business and pro-taxpayer policies at the state level. 
Louisiana knows what to do to succeed. We should 
examine what the states of Texas and Florida do and 
imitate them.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 
AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, 
is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides 
regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube chan-
nel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, 
email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
DonatÚ ns | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operatÚ n over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •504-830-7979• FAX 504-831-2609

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

January 13 & 27    
Aroma Catering

400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie 
https://eaanola.org

Generate 
Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confi dent 
Public Speaker

Improve 
Profi tability

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Government

We held a Town 
Hall meeting in De-
cember to provide an 
update on Hurricane 

Ida recovery in Kenner, as well as details on the ex-
tensive damage to city buildings throughout Kenner 
and what we expect in the future as we continue the 
recovery process.

While there was wind damage during Katrina, 
that storm was more of a flooding event. With Ida, a 
Category 4 hurricane and the strongest ever to hit 
our area, we had many more power lines, trees and 
fences down than during Katrina and that created 
much more debris.

We talked about how we chose the Macy’s build-
ing as a temporary city center. We brought in a real 
estate agent to look for potential locations for city 
offices because the three City Hall buildings were un-
inhabitable. Macy’s, which has been vacant for years, 
had no prospects for a new tenant.

We needed to move quickly to provide a location 
for our city’s Code Enforcement department to help 
residents with questions and permits as they started 
their own recovery process. Next came City Court, 
and we soon added the other departments that had 
been located at the City Hall complex to the Macy’s 
building.

Moving forward, we are working with insurance 
and FEMA and other experts to determine whether 
to repair or rebuild at the City Hall site. Kenner Chief 
Administrative Officer Deborah Foshee provided 
some details on the different factors involved and the 
City Council will make the final decision. In all, the 
preliminary evaluation for damage to city buildings 
from Ida is $69 million.

The Town Hall presentation also included infor-
mation on the debris collection process from Kenner 
Deputy CAO Chad Pitfield. One of the issues is that 
as residents get insurance settlements and begin 
making repairs more and more debris is being placed 

at the curb. It’s a long process but we have already 
collected an enormous amount of debris and our city 
crews will continue that job as long as necessary.

Another important topic at the Town Hall was 
the damage to eight of the nine city gyms and the 
impact on the Recreation Department. Kenner Rec-
reation Director Charles Illanne talked about the 
damage and some of the innovative thinking that has 
allowed us to provide some programs and services to 
residents and the plans moving forward.

The Town Hall also focused on some exciting 
economic development news with Justin Gibson of 
CRC Global Solutions talking about the proposed 
Hub Development in Rivertown. Kenner resident 
and businessman Ronnie Mains, the owner of CRC, is 
spearheading this development along with Don Noel, 
owner of Port Orleans Brewing Company.

The concept is a lifestyle destination enter-
tainment area in Rivertown that utilizes some of 
the existing popular attractions and then adds local 
vendors to create a family-friendly location for food, 
festivals and fun. Taking advantage of the potential 

of the Rivertown area has been talked about for years 
and I am excited that we will be the first administra-
tion to make that a reality.

We have already attracted attention in Lake-
town, with a $450 million development proposed by 
Atlantis Gaming and an exciting $90 million invest-
ment planned from the Treasure Chest as part of 
their plan to move to a land-based facility.

It is important to keep residents updated on the 
city’s recovery from Ida, and we will continue to do 
that moving forward. We filmed the Dec. 9 Town Hall, 
and I encourage residents to watch the presentation 
and to contact us with any questions or comments.

The Town Hall meeting can be viewed at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8xiYSrfNZM.   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
504-468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner Town Hall meeting provides Hurricane Ida recovery info, can be viewed online
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn and I en-
courage residents 
who need commer-

cial brake tags to come to the parking lot outside 
the Macy’s building at The Esplanade mall.

A city code enforcement inspector will be 
available to conduct inspections on commercial 
and oversized vehicles, as well as vehicles regis-
tered to disabled veterans and carrying DV plates.

The commercial brake tag service at this lo-
cation is available weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Code enforcement employees are also avail-
able to help with permits and other code-related 
services.

Mayor Zahn has said his goal in using the 
Macy’s building as a temporary city services site is 
to make that location as much of a one-stop shop 
for residents as much as possible.

Brake tags for all other vehicles are avail-
able at five satellite stations located throughout 
the city. The satellite stations replaced the city’s 
former brake tag station on Williams Boulevard in 
September, 2020.

Using satellite stations, the system in place 
in unincorporated Jefferson Parish and many oth-
er locations, offers convenience for residents who 
can choose from multiple locations as opposed 

 
 
 
 
 
to a single station where lengthy lines were not un-
usual. The satellite system also offers an economic  
development component for the businesses.

The five satellite brake tag stations are:
Nola Dent Repair, 1328 Carroll St., (504) 305-2330

Kenner Auto, 1315 27th St., (504) 468-9441
Rick’s Auto, 2712 Crestview St., (504) 468-9462

Radecker Tire, 1934 Williams Blvd., (504) 468-8094
Discount Zone, 4045 Williams Blvd., (504) 712-5344

Please call ahead before visiting one of the 
satellite stations as hours and days of operation 
can occasionally change.

And plan your visit to the Macy’s building to 
handle all of your city business at one time, from 
city court appearances and code enforcement 
questions and issues to meetings with Mayor Zahn 
and his administration, city council members and 
other departments.  

Tiffany Scot Wilken is the Kenner Inspection 
and Code Enforcement Interim Director and can 
be reached at CodeAdmin@kenner.la.us. Resi-
dents can call 504-468-4062: option 1 for permits, 
option 2 for business licenses and option 3 for 
complaints.

City of Kenner brake tag update
By Tiffany Scot Wilken – Kenner Inspection and Code  
Enforcement Interim Director

The Kenner City Council’s upcoming January 
2022 meeting dates will be Thursday, January 6, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m. On Friday, January 21, 2022, the 
council meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m.

Until further notice, all Kenner City Coun-
cil meetings will be held in the Macy’s Building 
(north entrance) in The Esplanade mall located at 
1401 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

To see the upcoming council meeting agen-
das, visit the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.

Currently, the council meetings are not being 
live streamed because of service provider limita-
tions. Afterward, however, the entire meetings will 
be available for viewing on the KennerTV YouTube 
channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/kenne-
rtvonline.  

Kenner City Council upcoming meeting dates 
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Police

If you’re looking 
for a positive, educa-
tional and fun way to 
spend your evenings, 

then the Kenner Police Department has a unique op-
portunity for you! I invite you to join Class 42 of the 
Kenner Citizen Police Academy (KCPA), beginning 
Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner 
Police Complex located at 500 Veterans Boulevard.

The KCPA is one of our most popular and suc-
cessful programs. Dozens of academy alumni agree 
that the KCPA is a unique and amazing opportunity to  

 
 
 
 
 
learn how the police department operates. Enrollment 
in this exciting course is free.

Trained law enforcement professionals certified 
in their specialized fields teach the academy. Each 
night’s course focuses on informative and important 
topics including patrol division functions, crime pre-
vention, criminal investigations, computer forensics, 
K-9 Unit, crime scene procedures, narcotics investi-
gations, traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use of 
police force and self-defense, S.W.A.T. and the bike 
patrol unit.

You will also receive a tour of the Kenner Police 

 
 
 
Complex and have the opportunity to ride along with a 
police officer for your own night on duty.

Being a part of the Kenner Citizen Police Acade-
my (KCPA) is a productive way to support the KPD and 
your community in taking a proactive stance against 
crime. Not only do you get to learn about the proce-
dures and state-of-the-art equipment in each section of 
the department, but you also form lasting friendships 
with fellow citizens and the police officers who are 
dedicated to serving you. The KCPA is an opportunity 
to dispel myths and understand what the police de-
partment is really about. The KPD holds two sessions 
of the KCPA per year, one beginning in February and 
the other in August, with classes meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

through 9:00 p.m. once per week for 13 weeks. I look 
forward to seeing you there.

To enroll in the KCPA, you must be at least 21 
years of age, have no criminal record and live or work 
in Kenner. For more information and to fill out an ap-
plication, visit the Kenner Police Department Website 
at www.kennerpd.com. If you have any additional 
questions, please contact the KPD Community Rela-
tions Division at 504-712-2294 or at nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by email 
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department 
website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner 
Police Department mobile app for both Apple and An-
droid devices and access the Kenner Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, 
traffic and other law enforcement-related information.

The Kenner Citizen Police Academy wants you!
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

Government

Kenner residents wishing to get new or re-
new city brake tags are able to do so at five retail 
satellite locations in the city. Commercial or over-
sized vehicles plus vehicles registered to a disabled 
veteran with a DV license plate can receive brake 
tags at the north entrance of the former Macy’s re-
tail store located in The Esplanade mall.

The city satellite sites are Discount Zone, 
Kenner Auto, NOLA Dent Repair, Radacker Tire 
and Rick’s Auto.

Days and time of operation, addresses and 
phone numbers of each location can be found 
on page 2.  

Kenner brake tags offered at five locations
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Living

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN 

A CANDIDATE WITH 

MORE QUALIFICATIONS, 

MORE CREDENTIALS, AND 

MORE EXPERIENCE TO SERVE AS 

CHIEF OF POLICE OF KENNER.
Early Voting: March 12–19, 2022 •  Election Day: March 26, 2022

Finding the absolute best senior 
living accommodations
By Michelle Lovitt

It can be a dif-
ficult choice deciding 
that you or a loved one 

needs to move into an assisted living home with a higher 
level of care. Some people have pre-existing ideas about 
assisted living, but people will find that many of them 
are false.

The reality is that many homes provide wonder-
ful opportunities to improve lifestyles of their residents. 
There are several important things to consider when 
looking into assisted living options.
Visit potential residences more than once

Don’t rely on one visit before deciding on a home. 
Residential care homes can experience a range of different 
incidents and it could be they were having a particularly 
good or bad day. Don’t hold a bad visit against them. Keep 
going back to make sure you are choosing the right place 
to live. This is a huge decision – take time and be thorough.
Speak with the home’s staff

Most assisted living homes have wonderful staff. 
Take the time to speak with different staff members to 
get a sense of the level of care and attention provided.
Check to see there is plenty going on

Some homes have many activities and entertain-
ment for their residents. Make the right choice for your 
specific needs.
Find out what other services are offered

Does the home have their own doctors and nurses? 
Do they offer things such as group and private therapy? 
The better homes have a wide range of different services 
but others often run a lighter schedule. The homes with 
much going on may be more expensive but this extra 

cost could be worth it depending on your specific needs.
Are the residents healthy and relaxed

Just as with the staff, talk to the residents and de-
termine how happy they are in their current situation. 
That will tell you a lot about an assisted living home. Nor-
mally it is evident quite early on which homes are better 
from witnessing the general happiness of the residents. 
Residents are less likely to hide their true feelings, so 
spend some time getting to know them if you can.
Can you afford it

Assisted living can be expensive. Make sure you 
can afford it. Some homes are less expensive because 
they simply offer less assistance to residents so you do 
not want to solely make a choice based on price. There 
should be a good balance between what’s affordable and 
what level of care is needed.

Moving a loved one into assisted living might be 
one of the hardest decisions to make. So many caregiv-
ers feel guilty about putting their loved one in assisted 
living. But when caring for a loved one at home becomes 
dangerous or nearly impossible, it is absolutely neces-
sary to find them a place where they will be safe, get the 
care that they need and be happy. Taking steps to move 
a loved one does not mean families have failed to take 
care of them. It means the family is being proactive and 
making a smart decision.   

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care 
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie. 
For more information and to schedule a personal tour 
of Metairie’s newest home, call 504-290-1717 or email 
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon Care 
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.
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Law

At Butler Law Firm, we know it’s all 
about the work. 

Shouldn’t it be? 

Carl Butler offers experience and a 
fresh perspective – a combination 
appreciated by clients as diverse as 
the fi rm that services them.

Butler Law Firm.

Small fi rm. Big difference.

PRACTICE AREAS
Construction Litigation 
Civil Law and Procedure
Legal Ethics and Professionalism
Workers’ Compensation Defense
Municipal Liability and Law Enforcement

A certifi ed State and Local Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE), Butler Law Firm provides legal 
leadership and services to corporate, municipal, and individual clients throughout Southeast Louisiana.

Se Habla espanol.

Butler Law Firm, LLC   |     2400 Veterans Blvd., Suite 485   |   Kenner, Louisiana 70062
Tel: 504-305-4117   |   Fax: 504-305-4118

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 504-469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

 Ice Cold 

    KEGKEG 
    BEERBEERTo Go!To Go!

20 Pack20 Pack
Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors litebud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18..9999

Ice ColdIce ColdIce Cold

RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 504-

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pmMonday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Ice ColdIce ColdIce Cold

We now carry

RANDAZZO’SRANDAZZO’S
Caywood Bakery
Small & medium

Special orders available 
for large or any fi lling 

(cream cheese, pecan pra-
line, strawberry 

& lemon)

Driving through 
a parking lot can 

be just as stressful as driving on the road. With 
cars pulling into and out of parking spaces and 
people walking to and from stores, even the most 
careful driver needs to be extra wary. Parking lot 
accidents are common and according to the In-
surance Institute for Highway Safety, 20 percent 
of all auto accidents happen in commercial park-
ing lots. What should you do if you are involved in 
an accident in a parking lot? Regardless of where 
an accident takes place, the primary concern is 
always your personal safety and the safety of ev-
eryone involved. Similarly, the first steps are to 
notify the police and your respective insurance 
companies, exchange information, take pictures 
and talk to witnesses.

Despite the similarities with accidents that 
happen on the roadway, accidents in parking 
lots can be different in a number of ways. You 
should be aware of these differences so you can 
handle the aftermath of the accident in the best 
way possible. Typically, when there is a car ac-
cident on a public road the police will respond, 
determine fault and write an accident report. 
However, there is no guarantee that the police 
will respond to a car accident in a parking lot 
unless there are serious injuries or public safety 
concerns. Although it is rare for the police to re-
spond to a private parking lot accident, it is still 
a good idea to call them to report the accident 
anyway.

Since it is unlikely that a police officer will 
be on the scene to write a report, it is

imperative that you gather as much infor-
mation as possible about the other driver, ve-
hicle and accident scene in order to create your 
own informal report of the accident to submit to 
your insurance company and to refer to at a later 
date. It is always helpful to have index cards 
and pens in your vehicle to document all of the 
important information. It is also helpful to look 
for security personnel who may have been moni-
toring the parking lot at the time. In most large 
commercial parking lots, especially in mall set-
tings, security personnel (and sometimes even 
police officers) drive around, primarily to dis-
courage shoplifting, car break ins and to ensure 
customer safety. When security personnel arrive, 
they should complete an incident report. Ask 
them for a copy of the report or who to contact 
to obtain the report at a later date. In contrast 
to a police report, you don’t have a legal right 
to the incident report if management does not 
voluntarily give you a copy, but an attorney can 
subpoena it if necessary. Also, without a police 
report to guide in a determination of fault, it is 
even more important to take pictures, get wit-
ness statements and make note of any surveil-
lance cameras in order to help the insurance 
companies determine fault.

Fault will likely be determined based on 
who had the right of way. Parking lots usually 
lack sufficient traffic signals and signs, causing 
some confusion over who has the right of way in 
some situations. The best way to determine this 
is by considering (and noting in your informal 
report) what type of lane you are in. Parking lots 
typically have two basic types of lanes – thor-
oughfares and feeder lanes. A thoroughfare is a 
lane that enters from or exits to a street. They 
tend to be wider and are the main arteries of 
the parking lot. Feeder lanes, on the other hand, 
are smaller lanes that begin and end at the thor-
oughfares and are usually lined with parking 
spaces on both sides. Those who are driving in 
a thoroughfare have the right of way over those 
coming out of feeder lanes, barring any traf-
fic signs to the contrary. That means that you 
must stop and allow traffic in the thoroughfare 
to proceed before moving out of a feeder lane. 
Similarly, anyone who is moving out of a parking 
space (whether backing out or pulling forward) 
must yield to those who are driving in a lane. 
Also, typically, any situation in which you strike 
a legally parked vehicle will find you at fault.

If you do hit a parked car and the owner 
is nowhere in sight, stay at the scene. You must 
wait for a reasonable amount of time for the 
owner to return or make an effort to contact the 
owner of the car. If the owner does not return 
and cannot be located, you must leave a note on 
the car. Your note must include your full name, 
address, contact number, insurance informa-
tion including company and policy number and 
a quick explanation of the accident. If you fail 
to at least leave a note, you are considered a hit 
and run driver and could face fines or even jail 
time. Remember, getting into an accident is not 
a crime, but leaving the scene of an accident is.

If a parking lot accident results in only mi-
nor property damage to the cars, you may not 
need to consult an attorney. However, if your 
property damage is more serious or you suffer 
injuries and require medical treatment, it is 
recommended that you consult an attorney to 
be sure that your rights and claim are protected.

This information has been provided for in-
formational purposes only and is not intended 
and should not be construed to constitute legal 
advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown 
Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams 
Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle 
accidents, personal injuries, maritime and 
traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 504-704-1194 
or info@rivertownlaw.com.

What to do after a parking lot 
accident
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
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Economic Development: From the River 
to the Lake

The Economic Development Department secured 
a state grant to fully pay for a study by TSW Consultants 
of Atlanta of both the Rivertown area and The Esplanade 
mall site to make recommendations on future uses for both.

The recommendations for Rivertown included multi-
story, multi-family units overlooking the river levee.

That study highlighted the economic development 
potential in Rivertown, something that has been talked 
about by prior administrations but has remained untapped 
since Rivertown fi rst opened.

We are excited to announce that will be changing very 
soon.

The Rivertown study attracted the attention of 
Kenner resident and businessman Ronnie Mains, who 
is working with local investors to create a Rivertown 
Hub development to transform Rivertown into a dining, 
entertainment and lifestyle destination location for locals 
and tourists.

He is working with Port Orleans Brewing Co. 
president Don Noel. Plans for the Rivertown Hub 
include a Port Orleans brew house, the fi rst in the 
parish, that includes a rooftop bar and a breathtaking 
view of the Mississippi River. The development will 
retain and enhance the current popular attractions, 
including Heritage Park, the Kenner Planetarium and 
the Theaters for the Performing Arts.

More details on this exciting development are 
expected very soon.

At The Esplanade mall, one of the TSW 
recommendations calls for a City Center with a mix of 
housing, commercial and retail space, a popular trend 
around the country as fewer and fewer malls have 
managed to survive changing business conditions and 
online shopping competition.

In Laketown, a June press conference with Atlantis 
Gaming Corporation provided details on an exciting $450 

million lakefront development proposal and included NFL 
Hall of Famer Warren Moon and four-time world boxing 
champion Roy Jones Jr., both investors in the project.

The Atlantis proposal includes upscale condominiums 
with world-class amenities, waterfront dining, a theater, 
outdoor stage, shops, attractions and more.

Treasure Chest on the Move
The Treasure Chest is expected to announce a move 

to a land-based casino in early January 2022, a $90 million 
investment that will have a huge impact on Kenner tourism 
and benefi t the Police Department, City Council districts, 
capital projects and economic development. During the 
year, the Treasure Chest continued to demonstrate its 
commitment to our solid community partnership by giving 
back – something that owner Boyd Gaming has made a 
priority since the Treasure Chest opened in 1994 – with a 
$50,000 donation to the Kenner Food Bank.

New Business
There were 182 new business licenses for the year, 

along with 2,403 license renewals for existing businesses. 
Also, during the year, we held 28 ribbon cuttings, which 
included 4 business expansions.

Nearly all of those ribbon cuttings were held during 
a six month period early in the year, but we have been 
contacted by a number of new businesses eager to 
schedule a ribbon cutting, and we held two more in 
December and have many more scheduled for the fi rst 
few months of this year.

Culture and Tourism
Despite a pandemic and hurricane, we had more than 

371,000 room nights for the fi rst 8 months of the year, about 
65 percent occupancy. The outlook is bright for 2022, with 
the National Bikers Roundup booking 1,412 room nights 
for next August.

I’d also like to congratulate Carolyn Barrett and the 
Visit Kenner team for winning ConventionSouth Reader’s 
Choice Award for the 4th time.

Voters Renew Kenner Millages
Millage renewals for the Fire Department and garbage 

and sewer service were overwhelmingly approved on April 
24 by voters. The fi re millage was approved by 80 percent 
of voters; the sewer millage by 77 percent of voters and 
the garbage millage by 75 percent of voters. We appreciate 
that impressive vote of confi dence.

Infrastructure – Duncan Canal and I-10 
Flyover Projects

Duncan Canal: Before Hurricane Ida hit, my 
administration had successfully worked with the state 
and contractor, Hard Rock Construction, to get this 
$13.5 million project to replace the two timber bridges 
at the Duncan Canal and add drainage and pedestrian 
improvements along with beautifi cation fi nished by the 
end of 2021.

However, Ida affected construction projects 

City of Kenner - Mayor’s Report - 2021

Ben Zahn: Mayor’s Report for 2021
With the continuing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic during the fi rst half of 2021 and the strongest 

hurricane ever to hit our area in late August, the past year presented challenges no other administration 
in Kenner has faced. But a great team – from the executive staff, directors and city employees, to the 
Fire Department, Police Department, City Council and our friends in Jefferson Parish and in the state 
legislature - allowed us to provide critical services to residents throughout the year with no gaps. We also 
made tremendous strides in the very important area of economic development.

This is my annual report updating residents on the past year in Kenner.
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throughout the region, and Duncan Canal was no 
exception. Work is about 75 percent fi nished, and should 
be completed by March of 2022.

I-10 Flyover Project: Work continued throughout 
the year on this $125 million DOTD project to connect a 
fl yover from Loyola Drive to the airport. The estimated 
completion is March 2023.

Operations – Boat Launch Dredging and 
QAlert Service

Williams Boulevard Boat Launch Dredging: We 
worked with state offi cials, a city environmental contractor 
as well as the Army Corps of Engineers and the East 
Jefferson Levee District for an emergency permit.

We purchased the 
dredging equipment 
and trained Kenner 
crews to perform the 
work in-house to save 
on this and future 
dredging projects. A 45-foot-wide channel was dredged 
to give fi rst responders and boaters a clear and safer 
navigation channel to access the lake and white marking 
poles were put in place to clearly mark the location of the 
newly dredged channel.

Future plans include building a rock jetty so that the 
entire boat launch area can be completely dredged.

QAlert Citizen Service Request System: This new 
system went online in February and allows residents 
to make service requests online and then to follow 
up those requests until the projects are completed. 
The system works with the Field Services, Parkways, 
General Services, Wastewater and Code Enforcement 
departments. The QAlert website can be found at: https://
kennerla.qscend.com/311

Inclusionary Park
Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground in Miguez Park 

in District 4 is an inclusionary playground, 1 of just 11 in 
the country.

Inclusionary parks are designed for children with 
physical, intellectual, neurological or psychological 
disabilities, although they welcome all kids. This has 
been a dream for some time for Brad and Arita Bohannan, 
whose godson, Anthony, was born on the spectrum.

I was personally honored, along with every member of 
the City Council, to be able to help Brad and Arita reach their 
goal of raising more than $600,000 to make this park a reality.

District 4 Councilman George Branigan deserves special 
thanks for his role in helping Brad and Arita, and I was happy 
to work with George to fi nd the best spot in the city for this 
very special playground. Thanks also go to State Rep. Joe 
Stagni and many of the Bohannans’ family and friends.

Innovative Recreation Department 
Programs In Aftermath Of Hurricane Ida

All but one of our gyms was severely damaged and 
the areas surrounding our fi elds also were hit hard by Ida. 
However, we took advantage of Woodlake Gym to hold a 
variety of programs including Martial arts, tumbling and 
painting, and the big fi eld at Greenlawn was able to host a 
very popular kickball rec league.

We also came up with creative ideas to offer new 
programming. That included partnering with Coconut 
Beach to host beach volleyball in the spring and with First 
Tee Greater New Orleans to offer golf.

We held the popular Breakfast with Santa and 
Grinchmas Pizza Party at the City Park Pavilion, annual 
favorites that weren’t held last year because of the pandemic. 
Both events were sold out.

Kenner Fire Department
Under the leadership of Fire Chief Terence Morris, 

the department continued to maintain its Class 1 rating. 
In addition, the KFD took a number of important steps to 
strengthen the ties with other departments throughout 
the region. That included training sessions with other 
departments in both Jefferson Parish and surrounding 
areas. 

In addition to training, the fi re chiefs – again led 
by Chief Morris - put out a very important message after 
Hurricane Ida about generator safety. 

The regional approach to fi refi ghting extended 
to the Fire Academy that was held during the year. 

Kenner fi refi ghters taught the academy and welcomed 9 
applicants from three area departments in addition to 7 
KFD applicants. Congratulations to all the new fi refi ghters.

This regional approach to fi refi ghting makes sense 
and benefi ts both Kenner and all departments in the area.

The fi re 
recruits were 
interrupted by 
Hurricane Ida 

– much like the 
recruits in the 
Kenner Police
Department training academy – and eagerly served 
residents at food giveaways and in many other ways.

Kenner Police Department
The Police Department’s focus on crime fi ghting 

during the pandemic was successful with serious crime 
dropping by 7 percent in the city.

The department 
added four police 
offi cers and two 
correctional peace 
offi cers by holding 
a Police Training 
Academy during the 
year. Those recruits 
also had their class 
interrupted by 
Hurricane Ida and 
assisted residents 
in many ways, including directing traffi c at key 
intersections without power. 

Largest Healthcare Provider in 
Louisiana

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner once again was a 
remarkable corporate partner during the year.

Ochsner provided vital responses both to the COVID-19 
pandemic and to Hurricane Ida that included adding a 
new unit fl oor to care for the surging numbers of COVID 
patients and remaining open throughout Ida to offer care 
for residents in the city and throughout the area. In addition, 
Ochsner offered free COVID-19 testing and vaccines. 

Esplanade Mall Cleanup
We gave Kohan Retail Investment Group, the owner 

of The Esplanade mall, every opportunity to properly 
maintain and care for this important piece of property.

In July, we hired a private contractor to cut overgrown 
grass that had been a breeding grounds for rodents and 
other pests and to pick up trash. We will seek to recoup all 
public funds spent to maintain the mall property and keep 
Kenner residents and visitors safe.

Annual Saints 
Hall of Fame 
Golf Tournament 
Returns to Kenner

The Saints Hall of Fame 
opened in Kenner in 1988, 

Kenner ProgressProgress
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and the return of this important event to the city was another 
sign of Kenner emerging from the effects of the pandemic and 
returning to normal.  

Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat at the 
Esplanade Mall

We continued to take advantage of the available 
space at the time at the Macy’s building and the parking 
lot outside Macy’s to hold centrally-located events for all 
residents to enjoy, such as car shows and the drive-thru 
Trunk or Treat in October. This safe and fun family event 
attracted a great turnout, with the line at one point 
approximately one-mile long.

Divine Mercy Parish Seafood Fest, Car 
Shows, Baleada Festival

A number of events 
that did not take place 
last year because of the 
pandemic returned to the 
city as an indication of 
Kenner slowly but surely 
returning to normal.

The Divine Mercy Parish Seafood Fest attracted 
large crowds Oct. 8-10. The Custom Cruisers 34th Annual 
Sheriff Offi ce Benefi t Car and Bike Show was held in the 
Macy’s building parking lot on Oct. 23. The New Orleans 
Air Coolers Buggin’ Big Easy Charity VW and Porsche 
Car Show was also held in the Macy’s parking lot. This 

event was held Nov. 
6 and chose Kenner 
for the fi rst time 
and organizers have 
already said they are 
looking to a bigger 

show next year. Also returning after a one-year absence 
was the Baleada Festival on Oct. 23 in Kenner City Park. 

Kenner Discovery Health Sciences 
Academy Ribbon Cutting

KDHSA is one of our incredible schools in the city. Kenner 
Discovery has about 2,700 total students and a waiting list of 
more than 2,000. The ribbon-cutting for the new campus was 
originally scheduled for March 2020. After delays because of 
the pandemic and Hurricane Ida, the ribbon cutting was held 
in November. Thanks to Head of School and CEO Patty Glaser, 
faculty and staff, kids and parents and so many people who 
helped to make this new school possible. 

HURRICANE IDA
DAMAGE FROM IDA: The Category 4 storm, which 

matched Laura of last year and the Last Island hurricane of 
1856 as the strongest hurricanes ever to hit Louisiana, made 
landfall on Aug. 29, exactly 16 years after Hurricane Katrina.

City fi eld crews spent the days in advance of the storm 
cleaning out drains, picking up debris and putting portable 
generators in place. By Monday morning, the widespread 
destruction from hurricane force winds from Ida was 
apparent throughout the city. All three buildings in the City 
Hall complex were a total loss, eight of the nine gyms were 
seriously damaged as well as the Pontchartrain Center and 
other city buildings. Homeowners and businesses were hit 
hard in every area of Kenner.

Ida knocked out power throughout the city, phone and 
internet service were unavailable and water pressure was 

affected because of uprooted trees that ripped out water 
lines throughout the city and the parish.

CLEARING STREETS: Ida recovery throughout the 
city began as soon as the winds subsided as Kenner fi eld 
crews, including the Municipal Emergency Response 
Team, or MERT, 
began the diffi cult 
task of removing 
trees and power poles 
from streets so that 
residents, emergency 
responders and city crews could reach all areas of Kenner.

PROVIDING FOOD, WATER AND SUPPLIES: The fi rst 
water distribution took place just two days after the storm, 
with the help of CRC Global Solutions and State Reps. Joe 
Stagni, Jeremy LaCombe and Thomas Pressley. 

On Sept. 2, Convoy of Hope began to distribute food, 
water and supplies outside Church of the King, which also 
played a very big role in helping those in need after the storm.

Convoy of Hope, a faith-based humanitarian 
organization worked closely with the city and Church of 
the King to distribute hot meals, non-perishable food, 
water, ice and disaster supplies. 

They were here for the long haul. 
For 27 days, Convoy of Hope and its dedicated team 

gave away supplies to more than 13,000 vehicles with the 
help of 559 volunteers who dedicated nearly 3,900 hours 
of their time to help Kenner residents in need. A total of 
more than 3 million pounds of resources was distributed 
by Convoy of Hope to Ida victims in Kenner and throughout 
the region.  We salute this incredible organization.

The Kenner City Council, as well as the Kenner Police 
Department and Kenner Fire Department and volunteers 
from a number of city departments, played a key role in 
helping with the distributions. We want to thank Jefferson 
Parish Councilman Dominick Impastato and his staff for 
their assistance.

We also want to thank many other local partners, 
including CRC, who worked with us on distributions of food, 
water, ice and supplies, or held their own giveaways in 
different parts of the city. That includes Gulf Coast Bank 
for setting up a mobile ATM outside their business, Aaron 
Campeaux Towing for food distributions in south Kenner, 
Perks Coffee and Café for giving away 1,000 free meals, Risk 
Tree Service for donating 1,000 Smoothies, AT&T for setting 
up a mobile cell phone charging station, the Rotary Club 
of Kenner for helping to clean up Laketown and members 
of the Driftwood Civic Association for assisting in their 
neighborhood.

One measure of a caring community is how it responds 
in a time of need, and the aftermath of Ida proved again and 
again just how compassionate and caring the incredible 
residents and business owners in the city of Kenner are.

ACQUIRING THE MACY’S BUILDING: We saw the 
opportunity to acquire the long-vacant Macy’s building at 
The Esplanade mall, and quickly made that a temporary 
city operations site. We started with a drive-thru code 
offi ce to assist with storm recovery and then added more 
and more city departments, along with a location to hold 
City Council meetings to conduct city business in-person.

Macy’s is now a convenient location in the center of the 
city where residents can meet face-to-face with the workers 
from city departments that had been located in the City Hall 
complex, and City Court is now held on a regular basis.

Also in Macy’s is the City Council, Mayor’s Offi ce, Legal, 
Civil Service and Information Technology. We will soon 

be adding more departments as part of the continuing 
effort to make the Macy’s building a one-stop shop for city 
services for residents.

COMMERCIAL BRAKE TAG SERVICE AT MACY’S:
Beginning in early December, we began providing brake 
tag service in the parking lot outside of the Macy’s building 
for owners of commercial vehicles, as well as oversized 
vehicles and vehicles registered to disabled veterans with 
a DV plate.

That’s in addition to the satellite stations for other 
vehicles that have been in operation since September 20, 
though service was obviously interrupted by Hurricane Ida. 
There are fi ve satellite stations: 

Nola Dent Repair, 1328 Carroll St., (504) 305-2330
Kenner Auto, 1315 27th St., (504) 468-9441

Rick’s Auto, 2712 Crestview St., (504) 468-9462
Radecker Tire, 1934 Williams Blvd., (504) 468-8094
Discount Zone, 4045 Williams Blvd., (504) 712-5344

Please call ahead before visiting one of the satellite 
stations as hours and days of operation can occasionally 
change.

HURRICANE IDA – “THIS IS OUR 
STORY”

Hurricane Ida affected every person in Kenner. If you 
are among the lucky, the devastating storm is now just a 
memory.

But for so many of us, Ida has left an indelible mark on 
our city, our homes and businesses, and in our lives.

The immediate response from Kenner employees and 
leaders was nothing short of heroic. And the recovery is 
ongoing and monumental.

The Kenner Media team was there to document 
the catastrophic impact of Ida beginning on the day the 
Category 4 storm made landfall on Aug. 29, 2021 and 
continuing as residents, business owners and city leaders 
began the long journey of recovery.

Visit the link,  https://youtu.be/xVqIApqtsrs, to watch 
the video, entitled “This is Our Story.”  

Conclusion
Every day we are moving closer and closer to normal as 

recovery from Hurricane Ida and the pandemic continues. 
There are many reasons to believe 2022 will be one of the 
most important years in the history of the city because 
of economic development projects we worked hard to 
achieve in Rivertown and Laketown, as well as the move 
to a land-based location for the Treasure Chest Casino, 
all expected to begin this year. These important projects 
have the potential to transform Kenner into a true 
destination location both for locals and tourists and are a 
reason for all of us to be KENNER PROUD. reason for all of us to be KENNER PROUD. 

City of Kenner - Mayor’s Report - 2021
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Banking

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured  •  504-432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
         504-456-1300         504-456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading
FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVALTREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

As we end 2021 
and look to the fu-
ture, most people 
are starting the new 

year with a big sigh of relief. We have endured 
hurricanes, political struggles and a pandemic 
played out in three acts.

Hurricane season and election season are 
both over. We hope and expect that we are in the 
final act of the COVID tragedy.

What happens next is the real question. We 
did not suffer a global depression caused by the 
pandemic. Both Congress and the Federal Re-
serve deserve credit for preventing what could 
have been an economic disaster.

The next phase of the recovery is in some 
ways even more challenging. Because of federal 
relief spending, government debt is higher than 
ever. Because of aggressive monetary easing, in-
terest rates are actually negative when adjusted 
for inflation. This means that a buyer of bonds or 
certificates of deposit will have less purchasing 
power every future year.

A simple example of this is that if your certifi-
cate of deposit could buy 100 gallons of gasoline to-
day, next year even with interest added you might 
be able to only purchase 95 gallons of gasoline.

Because of this drop in purchasing power, 
some of the pundits at Bloomberg News recom-
mend spending your paycheck immediately and 
even borrowing to purchase now before prices go 
up further.

I wonder if they realize that this is what hap-
pened in Germany between the World Wars. The 
same thing happened in Venezuela after Hugo 
Chavez took office. In both countries political in-
stability and economic collapse were the results 
of a buy now to avoid inflation strategy.

We recommend something different. Our 
suggestion is that you develop a personal spend-
ing plan based upon a percentage of income ap-
proach. This might look like 40% for housing, 5% 
for utilities and insurance, 20% for food, enter-
tainment and miscellaneous items, 15% for auto 
and gasoline, 10% to savings and 10% for chari-
table giving.

In any given month the objective would be to 
adjust spending to stay within the total spending 
percentage for each category. If costs rise, plan 
to consume less or switch to cheaper alternatives 
within the category. This strategy will keep your 
budget balanced while occasionally forcing some 
difficult choices to stay on target. If you can do 
this, you will be managing your money far better 
than the federal government manages our na-
tional budget.

The other reason that we are wary of a spend 
now approach is that if inflation really gets out 
of control, the Federal Reserve can always stop 
inflation by rapidly raising rates causing a severe 
recession resulting in massive unemployment. We 
don’t expect this to happen, but if it does you will 
be far better off if you were using a percentage 
budget plan that includes savings and does not 
encourage new debt to fuel consumption.

So, what’s next? We don’t know, but we do 

know that we, as a nation, can’t keep doing what 
we are doing now which is adding more and more 
debt and cash to an already strongly recovered 
economy. If we keep this up, entrenched inflation 
is the inevitable outcome.

Our hope is that Congress and the Federal 
Reserve will be able to engineer a soft landing 
by reducing spending and gradually raising in-
terest rates. For us as individuals, hope is not 
a plan. A plan is to manage personal spending 
and investment in such a way that we will be 
ok regardless of the actions of others that are 
beyond our control.  

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Compa-
ny. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 
Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-pres-
ident and branch manager can be contacted at 
504-565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and 
commercial lender, can be contacted at 504-565-
3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website 
at www.gulfbank.com.

What’s next?
By Guy Williams
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What should you know about 
investment risk?
By Christina Sulli Wilson

When you in-
vest, you incur risk 

– there’s no avoiding it. But the concept of “risk” 
may be more expansive than you realized. And by un-
derstanding the different types of investment risk and 
how these risks can be addressed, you can improve 
your skills as an investor.

The most common perception of investment risk 
is simply the risk of losing money. When you invest in 
stocks and stock-based vehicles, such as mutual funds, 
there are no guarantees that your principal – your ini-
tial investment amount – will be preserved. Generally 
speaking, if you hold stocks or mutual funds over a 
period of years, and even decades, you can reduce the 
likelihood of sustaining losses that could send your in-
vestments’ value to zero. Hopefully, the value of your 
investments will rise over time. And it’s worth noting 
that since the Great Depression, U.S. stocks have aver-
aged 9.59% annual returns, according to Morningstar 
Direct, an investment research service. However, past 
performance can’t guarantee future results.

In any case, this type of risk is real, and it’s a 
factor to consider when making your investment de-
cisions. But you can’t avoid all risk by avoiding stocks 
and putting your money into other types of invest-
ments. Consider bonds, for example. When you pur-
chase a bond, you typically receive regular interest 
payments and you get back your initial investment 
when the bond matures, provided the issuer doesn’t 
default. But if interest rates go up and you want to sell 
your bond before it matures, you’ll have to offer it at 
a “discount,” because no one will pay the full price for 
your bond when they can buy new ones at a higher rate.

You can help manage this type of interest rate 
risk by owning a variety of bonds with different matur-
ities. When interest rates are rising, you can reinvest 
your short-term bonds at the new, higher rates. And in 
a falling-rate environment, you can still benefit from 
your longer-term bonds, which typically pay higher 

interest rates.
Foreign or international investments also con-

tain specific risks. When you purchase foreign stocks, 
you’ll find that fluctuations in the value of currencies 
relative to the U.S. dollar can affect your returns. Also, 
international investments may carry political risk, 
since some foreign governments and political systems 
may change in ways that work against businesses in 
those countries. To contain these types of risk, you’ll 
want to maintain an appropriate allocation of interna-
tional holdings and diversify across regions.

Ultimately, your most broad-based defense 
against all types of risk is to build a diversified port-
folio containing U.S. stocks, international stocks, cor-
porate bonds, mutual funds, government securities 
and other investments. Diversification works because 
it helps reduce the impact that market volatility can 
have on your portfolio if you only own one type of as-
set, such as domestic stocks. (However, diversification 
can’t guarantee profits or protect against all losses.) 
And you’ll also want your portfolio to reflect your indi-
vidual tolerance for risk.

By being aware of the different types of risk and 
taking steps to mitigate them, you can create a strat-
egy that offers the potential to help you achieve your 
important goals, such as a comfortable retirement. 
And by doing so, you’ll avoid the greatest risk of all – 
not investing for your future.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Due to Hurricane Ida, Wilson’s 
office is temporarily located at 2400 Veterans Bou-
levard, Suite 484 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached 
at 504-467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

Did you know that your Social 
Security benefits may be taxable?
By Maria T. Alvarez

If you receive 
Social Security ben-
efits, you will receive 

a Social Security Benefit Statement (Form SSA-1099) 
each January showing the amount of benefits you re-
ceived in the previous year. You can use this benefit 
statement when you complete your federal income tax 
return to find out if your benefits are subject to tax.

Some people who get Social Security income 
must pay federal income taxes on their benefits. But 
no one pays taxes on more than 85 percent of their So-
cial Security benefits.

You must pay taxes on your benefits if you file a 
federal tax return as an “individual” and your “com-
bined income” exceeds $25,000. If you file a joint re-
turn, you must pay taxes if you and your spouse have 

“combined income” of more than $32,000. If you are 
married and file a separate return, you probably will 
have to pay taxes on your benefits.

If you misplace or didn’t receive a Form SSA-
1099 or SSA-1042S for the previous tax year, you can 
get an instant replacement form by using your online 

“my Social Security” account. To get your replacement 
Form SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S, select the “Replace-
ment Documents” tab to get the form.

And that’s not all you can do with a personal ac-
count. If you receive benefits or have Medicare, your 
personal “my Social Security” account is also the best 
way to request a replacement Social Security number 
card and much more.

If you don’t have a personal “my Social Security 
account,” you can create one today at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount.  

Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Admin-
istration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisiana. To 
find your local SSA office phone number go to https://
secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp. For more Social Se-
curity information, call the toll-free phone number, 
1-800-772-1213.
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JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3
504-292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

New Construction • Remodeling

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.

FOR SALE

$338,000
6210 Dorothea St. • New Orleans

$290,000
5536 David Drive.• Kenner

SOLDSOLD

$649,900
8809 Bocage Place • River Ridge

SOLDSOLD

$225,000
2810 Tupelo Street • Kenner

SOLDSOLD

A new year resolution    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Welcome to 
2022 and a happy 
new year to all. At 
the beginning of the 

new year, we usually pledge resolutions such as 
losing weight, making plans to travel more, pay-
ing off bills, getting out of debt, etc. An impor-
tant resolution for all to consider is to exercise 
the right to vote.

Voting a word defined by the Merriam-Web-
ster Dictionary as “an expression of opinion or 
preference.” Our government revolves around 
voting and elections, so it makes sense for Amer-
icans to make their opinions heard through bal-
lots. Citizens of many other countries complain 
about the world around them and many do not 
have the option to change that world. However, 
we do. The American voter has the power to 
make decisions that can affect the country. If 
you don’t like the way America is run and yet 
you don’t vote in elections or make your opin-
ions heard, then you and not the government is 
at fault.

Young people, women and underrepresent-
ed groups all fought hard for the right to vote. 
Even today there are countries where people are 
still fighting for the right to vote. Vote in honor 
of those who can’t. Real values are expressed in 
actions, in what you do and how you do it.

It’s in the best interest for any American, 
including Hispanics, to get involved and exer-
cise your right to vote. Everyone who is regis-
tered to vote should do so because everyone has 
an opinion. In America’s democracy, we value 
our ability to choose who is in office and revel 
in the fact that we have a say in what goes on in 
the political world. However, when less than half 
the country is voting regularly and not everyone 
is making their voice heard, can we call this de-
mocracy?

Every vote counts whether in a local, Con-
gressional or presidential election. By voting, 
you can voice your opinion and that’s the op-
portunity to make a real and immediate change. 
How often do you get this chance?

For the upcoming Open Municipal Primary 
Election on March 26, 2022, qualifying period for 
candidates is January 26 thru 28. For individu-
als that need to register to vote in person or by 
mail, the deadline is February 23, 2022. If you 
are registering online at www.geauxvote.com 
the deadline is March 5, 2022.

The early voting period is March 12 through 
March 19, from 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., except 
Sunday, March 13. March 26 is Election Day. 
The polls are open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
For information such as precinct number, poll-
ing site location, candidates, district you are in, 
election results or any other election-related in-
formation, go online to the Louisiana Secretary 
of State’s website at www.geauxvote.com or call 
the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters at 504-
736-6191.

Community Announcements
Kenner Hispanic Fest – Honors the rich 

and diverse Hispanic legacy in Kenner and 
the surrounding region. Celebrating its 10th 
anniversary, the 2022 fest will be held Satur-
day, March 12 starting at 3:00 p.m. and Sunday, 
March 13 starting at 2:00 p.m. Venue TBA. The 
event will include colorful activities for the 
whole family, Latin food, live international and 
local music, dances and crafts.

There are many opportunities for participa-
tion in this event, including being a title sponsor, 
presenter or food vendor. Visit www.galamusic.
org for more information or call 850-766-4602

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and of-
fers various programs as well as access to infor-
mation and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 504-469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV 
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information 
and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us 
and click on the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube 
page.

Kenner City webpage – For information 
about city resources and information in Span-
ish go to www.kenner.la.us, scroll down and 
click on Información en Español (information 
in Spanish).

Hispanic Apostolate – Provides many bi-
lingual social services to Hispanics and other 
immigrants in the New Orleans area. Call 504-
467-2550.

El Centro Inc. – Offers various business 
seminars and workshops. For information on 
events and venues call 503-1040 or visit www.
elcentrola.org.

HCCL Foundation – Located at 2200 Vet-
erans Boulevard in Suite 200 in Kenner, the or-
ganization offers various programs. For more in-
formation and info about other upcoming events 
call 504-305-5901.

I leave you with this thought. “Bad officials 
are elected by good citizens who don’t vote.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Di-
versity Coordinator, public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Loui-
siana (LACAL) and serves on the governing 
board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Latin American News

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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Sports wishes for the “New Year”
By Ken Trahan 

As the calendar 
turns on another year 
stricken with a pan-
demic which has affect-

ed all aspects of life locally, statewide, nationally and 
globally, the world of sports has carried on, sometimes 
not in complete fashion.

Sometimes, the games have been interrupted, 
postponed, even canceled.

Players and coaches continue to miss significant 
time due to COVID-19 protocols.

We are all tiring of the term “variant” and its 
implications.

As we look ahead to 2022, let us look to a varia-
tion of some things in sports which have not gone the 
way of area teams.

Here is a wish list for the New Year with all area 
teams:

New Orleans Saints – that a late season run 
produces a playoff appearance. Clearly, this involves 
getting all key players eligible to return to do so before 
the season concludes. That, of course, will not include 
Jameis Winston, Michael Thomas or Andrus Peat but 
all others are on the table and all others need to be 
on the field.

Additionally, here is hoping that the COVID pro-
tocols do not interfere with what has a chance to be a 
good, even surprising season.

When the 2021 season concludes, here is hoping 
that Sean Payton figures out which direction he wants 
to go in for the 2022 with regard to the quarterback 
position. Will Winston recover suitably from his knee 
injury and get another shot? Is Taysom Hill a con-
sideration at the position or should he return to his 
previous jack-of-all trades roll? Will Ian Book garner a 
real shot after a redshirt season? Are any other name 

veterans possible, along the lines of Aaron Rodgers, 
Russell Wilson or Deshaun Watson?

Speaking of Thomas, here is hoping that he fi-
nally heals properly, gets back on the field and returns 
to his elite status in the league.

New Orleans Pelicans – that the players on 
hand not named Zion continue to mesh as a unit un-
der a solid young head coach.

That young players like Nickeil Alexander-Walk-
er, Jaxson Hayes and Try Murphy III would find their 
games, if they exist at the highest level.

That Herbert Jones would continue to look the 
part of the best draft pick by any team in the 2021 
draft as he develops even more on the offensive end.

That fans would discover or rediscover the team 
and improve on the mediocre to poor crowds we have 
seen thus far this season.

Of course, the biggest wish is that Williamson 
would return to the floor in 2022.

The player for whom the franchise has banked 
on and marketed around has now missed many more 
games than he has played since joining the team. Will 
he ever be able to be counted on or is Zion going to be 
injured on a regular basis? Does Zion want to be here 
on a long-term basis? The former will most certainly 
contribute to the latter.

NOLA Gold – that a fun sport would gain some 
degree of traction in the local sports scene. The sport 
is in its virtual infantile stage locally and, to a degree, 
in the country. As is the case in all sports, winning will 
definitely contribute largely to attracting attention 
and fans.

Here is hoping that Tim Falcon and his fran-
chise can fly high in 2022.

New Orleans Jesters – that Kenny Farrell can 
continue to forge ahead and keep some higher level 

of the popular worldwide spot with a presence in the 
community.

That Farrell can continue to attract local talent 
and develop it, as we have seen with a few players who 
have gone on to play at a higher level.

Tulane Green Wave – that the administration 
at a fine academic institution will finally go all in on 
athletics, providing the funding and commitment 
needed to genuinely compete at the highest level.

Fans are not going to Yulman Stadium at the 
rate that was anticipated or hoped for when the on-
campus facility was built. Of course, winning would be 
a panacea but the progress of 2018-2020 disappeared 
in 2021. Willie Fritz needs to recruit well and make a 
good hire or two to his staff.

Ron Hunter is discovering what Shawn Finney, 
Dave Dickerson, Ed Conroy and Mike Dunleavy dis-
covered, much as football has discovered over an ex-
tended period of time. It is hard to win at Tulane.

Hunter needs to make more inroads with re-
cruiting high school seniors, easier said than done, as 
opposed to relying heavily on transfers.

While fans are not flocking to Fogelman Arena 
at all and that is an argument for not having a new 
facility, it is hard to recruit to that facility to compete.

Travis Jewett had a very good, promising team 
in 2020 before the pandemic ruined that season, end-
ing it prematurely. Tulane is 99-92 under Jewett in five 
seasons, a respectable mark but nowhere near the 
magic of what Rick Jones produced for the majority 
of his tenure or what David Pierce was able to do in 
2015 and 2016.

That Lisa Stockton can get the Green Wave 
women back to the NCAA tournament for the first 
time since the 2014-2015 season.

Stockton has produced a consistently good prod-
uct since arriving in 1994, taking her teams to 19 post-
season tournaments, including 11 NCAA tournament 
appearances.

University of New Orleans Privateers – that 
Mark Slessinger can rediscover the magic of the 2016-
2017 season, when UNO was a great story, reaching 
the NCAA tournament for the first time since the 
1995-1996 season under Tic Price.

That Blake Dean, who recently received a 
contract extension, can develop enough pitching to 
return to get to the NCAA tournament. Like Tulane, 
UNO was off to a very good start in 2020 before the 
pandemic ended its season. The Privateers have not 
reached the NCAA tournament since Tom Walter 
guided them to the postseason in 2008.

That Keyshawn Davenport, a UNO lifer, has suc-
cess. A pleasant, hard-working person who loves her 
alma mater, Davenport has uphill battle. The program 
has made just one NCAA appearance (1987), with the 
only sustained success coming under Joey Favaloro. 
Here is hoping Davenport can lure some local stars to 
the program and create interest in the market.

Loyola – that the amazing success can continue. 
Kellie Kennedy has fashioned a consistently outstand-
ing women’s basketball program, regularly reaching 
the NAIA national tournament.

That Jeremy Kennedy can continue the amaz-
ing job he has done in baseball. The 2021 season was 
a banner, breakthrough season for the Wolf Pack and 
Loyola is ranked 12th in the nation in the preseason 
NAIA rankings.

That Stacey Hollowell can continue his amazing 
job with the men’s basketball program. Hollowell had 
his Wolf Pack unbeaten at 13-0 and ranked No. 1 in 
the nation in the NAIA national rankings.

Dillard Blue Devils – that Mike Newell, who 
has done an excellent job in seven seasons, can turn 
things around this season after a bit of a slow start.

That Norbert Rome, in his ninth season, can do 
the same.

Kiki Baker Barnes is positive, energetic and an 
excellent leader of the Bleu Devil athletic programs.

Xavier Golf Rush – that Alfred Williams, who 
has his team ranked nationally, continues the consis-
tent excellence of the men’s basketball program. It 
has been business as usual.

That Bo Browder, who is a fixture for excellence, 
builds on what he has accomplished in 23 years with 
the Gold Nuggets.

That Adrian Holloway can continue to build an 
excellent baseball program as Xavier got off to a very 
good start upon its relaunched program.

SUNO Knights – that the relaunch of the ath-
letic programs will experience great success. SUNO 
had a terrific track and field program before athletics 
were discontinued following the 2019-20 school year 
to cut costs. It will be good to see volleyball and bas-
ketball back in the fold.

Delgado Dolphins – That Hall of Fame coach 
Joe Scheuermann continues to field consistently ex-
cellent teams which reach the Division I junior col-
lege national tournament, championing the cause of 
local and area players as he and his later father have 
for years.

That Clifford Barthe, in his ninth season, can 
continue to recruit local players to make his team 
solid, viable and successful in a long-term basis.

That Edward Fields, in his 13th season, can con-
tinue to do the same.

Nunez Community College – that the Pelicans 
can continue to grow the baseball program in St. Ber-
nard parish under Glenn Powell, who has done a good 
job of starting the program in three seasons and estab-
lishing roots by signing area players.

New Orleans Breakers – Yes, USFL football 
is returning in 2022 with the name of the team that 
played here in 2022. Here is hoping that it finds some 
traction in providing another solid entertainment ve-
hicle locally.

As for other wishes, here is hoping that a move is 
in the cards to try to lure minor league baseball back 
to the region. The Shrine on Airline is a baseball fa-
cility and currently houses just eight rugby games per 
season, a vast underuse of the facility. Perhaps Gayle 
Benson with her recent real estate purchase could 
factor in developing this.

There you have it, our wish list locally for 2022.
Happy new year, blessings to all in Kenner and 

the entire region!  

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief execu-
tive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports 
director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts 
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s 
Original Prep Report” on Friday nights during the 
football season and “The Three Tailgaters Show” 
with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. 
until noon. Trahan is the general manager of the 
Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome and does morning sports for all four 
Cumulus radio stations in the New Orleans area. 
Trahan serves as the president of Joyful Noise Min-
istries, works with Life Resources Ministries and 
is president and emcee of the Greater New Orleans 
Quarterback Club.
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Entertainment
Here’s to you in ‘22 at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller 

It doesn’t seem 
possible, but it’s 
already time to say 
good-bye to 2021! A 

lot of curveballs and wrenches were thrown this 
past year, so whether you’re ready to bid good rid-
dance to a year you can’t wait to forget, or whether 
you’re looking forward with hope to a new year...or 
heck, maybe 2021 was actually a banner year for 
you, TC has the celebration you’re looking for. It’s 
your celebration, we’re just happy to be part of it.

With a new year comes new opportunities. 
That’s why Treasure Chest is proud to offer even 
more opportunities to win with the recent opening 
of our FanDuel Sportsbook! By partnering with a 

leader in sports betting technology, you now have 
access to three betting windows, 16 self-service bet-
ting kiosks, a large video wall with over 20 televi-
sion screens for watching all the games you bet, and 
even a sports ticker. FanDuel offers spreads, single 
bets, parlays and more, for all major U.S. sports in-
cluding professional football, basketball, baseball, 
golf, boxing, soccer, motorsports and collegiate foot-
ball and basketball. Whatever the bet, you’ll almost 
certainly find it with FanDuel Sportsbook at Trea-
sure Chest Casino!

One thing we’ve noticed this year is how one 
spin of the reels can really turn an entire year 
around for our guests. Say what you want about 
2021, but it saw some big jackpots at Treasure Chest. 

Of course...that probably says more about Treasure 
Chest, than 2021, right? Anyway, we’re happy to 
report that we’re closing out this year with over 
$31 million in jackpots with more to come in 2022! 
We’ve had some big wins the past month, including 
$10,355 won on Spin It Grand; $10,458 won on Fu 
Dai Lian Lian Panda; $13,704 won on Ultra Fire 
Link Power 4; and $17,459 on Cash Falls Huo Zhu! If 
you’d like to start 2022 off with a win, our jackpots 
are just some of the reasons why Treasure Chest is 

“Your kind of place.”
On a personal note, on behalf of all your 

friends here at Treasure Chest, I’d like to thank you 
for being the best part of our 2021. There were defi-
nitely challenges for everyone, but at the end of it 

all, we still got the chance to delight you. That’s a 
win for us. Thank you for making our year and, as 
always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 
or older to enter the casino and become a B Con-
nected member. Membership is free and rules and 
restrictions apply.   

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is lo-
cated at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on 
Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.trea-
surechestcasino.com or call 504-443-8000.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Health

Research has 
proven vaccination 
is the best protec-
tion from hospital-

ization and severe illness caused by COVID-19. 
With the surge of the Delta variant and the newly 
discovered Omicron variant, vaccination, includ-
ing the third dose and booster, is the key to stop-
ping community spread, ending the pandemic.

Ochsner Health is now administering the third 
dose and booster COVID-19 vaccine for those who  
meet certain criteria laid out by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Louisiana 
Department of Health.
What is the difference between a booster shot 
and a third dose?

We understand that the terms “third dose” 
and “booster shot” can cause some confusion. 
While they may seem similar, these terms are not 
interchangeable.

The term “third dose” is used for vaccina-
tions for immunocompromised patients. A third 
dose of the vaccine is designed to be identical 
to the first two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to 
protect people with a weakened immune system 
who did not have a strong enough response to 
the first two doses of the mRNA vaccine. Both 
 
 
the Pfizer and the Moderna mRNA COVID-19 
vaccines are available as third doses.

The “booster shot” is designed to help 
people maintain immunity for a longer period 
once the initial doses’ protection has begun to 
decrease. Booster doses for all three COVID-19 
vaccines, Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & John-
son, are now available to the public and are be-
ing administered at Ochsner Health vaccination 
locations.
What does a booster shot do?

The booster shot is intended to “boost” the 
initial two doses’ long-term protection. A booster 
shot will help strengthen protection against se-
vere disease or complications from severe dis-
ease due to COVID-19.

Do I qualify for the booster dose?
The Louisiana Department of Health has 

approved the Pfizer vaccine booster shot for any-
one 16 years or older. The Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson COVID-19 vaccine booster shots are 
approved for anyone 18 years or older. In order 
to receive the booster, you must have completed 
the two-dose Pfizer or Moderna vaccine series 
six or more months ago or received the one-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine two or more months 
ago. 
What booster dose should I receive?

Eligible individuals may choose which vac-
cine they receive as a booster dose. Some people 
may have a preference for the vaccine type that 
they originally received, and others may prefer 
to get a different booster. If a patient prefers to 
receive a booster dose that is different from their 
original COVID-19 vaccine series, federal and 
state regulatory agencies support this choice.
What does the third dose do?

The third dose of both the Pfizer and 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines can help immuno-
compromised patients increase their antibody 
levels against COVID-19. Immunocompromised 
patients are some of the most susceptible to the 
serious effects of COVID-19 and may not respond 
to vaccines as well. It critical to have all the in-
formation and resources needed to stay safe and 
healthy.
Do I qualify for the third dose?

Patients who have an eligible medical con-
dition that causes a suppressed immune system 
can begin to receive a third dose of either the 
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine 28 days after the sec-
ond dose.

The following is a breakdown of the crite-
ria established by the CDC to determine if you 
qualify as an immunocompromised individual.

People with medical conditions or people 
receiving treatments that are associated with 
moderate to severe immune compromise as fol-
lows:

Receiving active cancer treatment for tu-
mors or cancers of the blood

Received an organ transplant and are cur-
rently taking medicine to suppress the immune 
system

Received a stem cell transplant within the 
past two years or are currently taking medi-
cine to suppress the immune system

Moderate or severe primary immunodefi-
ciency (such as DiGeorge syndrome or Wiskott-
Aldrich syndrome)

Advanced or untreated HIV infection
Active treatment with high-dose cortico-

steroids (greater than 20 milligrams of predni-
sone or equivalent per day), biologic agents or 
other drugs that may suppress your immune 
response

Other conditions that cause moderate 
or severe immunosuppression similar to the 
above conditions

Talk to your healthcare provider about your 
medical condition to see if getting an additional 
dose is appropriate for you.
What is the process for scheduling an appoint-
ment?

If you qualify as an immunocompromised 
individual or fall in the eligibility criteria for a 
booster shot, you can schedule your vaccine ap-
pointment today through MyOchsner or by call-

ing 844-888-2772. Ochsner Health is administer-
ing third dose and booster shots to individuals 
at our regularly scheduled vaccination events 
across the state.

Increasing vaccinations bring us closer 
to reaching the threshold of vaccinated Loui-
sianans and Mississippians needed to slow the 
spread and put an end to community transmis-
sion. It will take all of us working together to 
educate, encourage and persuade more of those 
living in our communities to get vaccinated. The 
key to ending this pandemic is at our fingertips, 
and you can make a difference.   

Dr. Farah Munir, a primary care physi-
cian, attended medical school at Fatima Jin-
nah Medical University in Lahore, Pakistan 
and completed her residency at Conemaugh 
Memorial Medical Center in Johnstown, Penn-
sylvania. Dr. Munir is board certified in family 
medicine from The American Board of Family 
Medicine. To schedule an appointment with Dr. 
Munir at Ochsner Health Center-Kenner located 
at 200 West Esplanade Avenue, call 504-464-8506 
or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.

The difference between booster and third dose COVID vaccine
By Farah Munir, M.D.
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I hope everyone 
had a most wonder-

ful holiday season and are now ready for the 
“New Year.” At the beginning of each new year, I 
try to bring to light the importance of maintain-
ing good health, both in the form of diet and ex-
ercise that will allow us to live a healthy lifestyle, 
pain-free from aches and pains and more ener-
getic in our daily activities.

We all need to review last year’s successes 
and downfalls in our effort that we put forth to 
maintain a good exercise regimen and follow a 
good dietary program. Only by review, we can 
come to focus on improvement for this new year. 
To begin we should set goals that will include the 
successes of last year as well as set new stan-
dards that will bring us to a higher level of health 
this year.

One of our main goals for exercise in the 
new year should include a walking program that 
will improve our endurance, maintain good mus-
cular strength and help us maintain a good body 
weight. A walking program should begin by lay-
ing out a consistent walking track that will allow 
you to know how far you are going and be able to 
keep a consistent pace during your walk. From 
this, we can set goals that will help us improve 
our pace within a certain distance over time. For 

example, if you walk one mile in 20 minutes, you 
are walking at a three mile per hour pace and as 
your fitness improves, you can set goals toward 
walking that same mile within a 15-to-18-minute 
pace. Knowing how far you walk and how fast you 
walk allows you to set goals during the year.

The next most important aspect of a fitness 
program for the new year is beginning a daily 
stretching routine that will cover all parts of 
the body. Maintaining good flexibility is a great 
way to help us avoid injury during work and daily 
activity. Adding a strengthening program for our 
core (abdominal and hip) muscles will allow us 
to keep a healthy back for those lifting activities 
we find ourselves in on a daily basis.

Walking, stretching and strengthening are 
the key components to maintain a healthy life-
style this year.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department 
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals 
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be 
contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or 
by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexan-
dra Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer 
to the Kenner Star Orthopedic column.

A “New Year” perspective on 
fitness 
By Craig Goodwin 

Education

As the holiday 
season comes to an 
end, I have great 

anticipation for the new year. Our district has 
overcome multiple adversities and our ability to 
look after one another, come together and move 
forward, make me proud to serve as your super-
intendent.

The District received its simulated District 
Performance Score (DPS) and I’m pleased to  
report that we improved from a 71.5 to a 71.6. 
We are among 20 Louisiana school systems who’s 
DPS improved when compared to 2019, which 
was the last year scores were issued by the state. 
In a year disrupted by the pandemic, when de-
clines were expected for school systems across 
the nation, and when there was a 1.8% dip state-
wide, our District remained strong. These simu-
lated DPS scores are a small step forward that 
show Jefferson Parish Schools continue to take 

steps in the right direction.
This success, however, would not have been 

possible without the help of our families, teach-
ers, support staff, administrators, school board 
and community partners. You are the foundation 
for learning within our system and it is your com-
mitment, dedication to our children and passion 
for educating that fuel our shared success.

I’m proud of the entire JP Schools commu-
nity and hope you and your families had a safe 
and happy holiday season.  

Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jeffer-
son Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse 
district in Louisiana, serving around 51,000 
students. Dr. Gray is a 25-year veteran of public 
education and most recently served as Jefferson 
Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP Schools on In-
stagram and Twitter at @jpschools.

Success achieved even through 
adversity
By James Gray, Ed.D.

How to Get Help from Social Security 
Social Security is here to help. We want you to know how to get the service you 
need and to be prepared so we can help you as quickly and safely as possible.

What to Know if You Must Visit an Office:
• You must have an appointment to visit an office.

• Masks are required for all office visitors and employees, regardless of vaccination status.

• Visitor capacity is limited to follow physical distancing requirements. This means you may need 
to wait outside, so plan for cold or bad weather.

• We ask that you come alone unless you require help with your visit. If you require help, we can 
only permit one person to accompany you.

We appreciate your patience and understanding.

SSA.gov
Social Security Administration

Publication No. 05-10558
December 2021 (First edition)

How to Get Help from Social Security 
Produced and published at U.S. taxpayer expense

Go online to  
SSA.gov. Our website 
is the best way for most 

people to get help.

If you cannot use  
our website call our  
National 800 Number  

(1-800-772-1213) or your 
local Social Security  

office for help.

We will schedule an 
appointment for you,  
if necessary, to serve 

you by phone or in person.
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ONLY place these items in 
the recycling container

Flattened
Cardboard

Metal 
Cans

Plastic Bottles 
& Jugs Glass

Paper

Don’t bag it
Never put recyclables 
in containers or bags

NEVER place these items in the recycling container

Empty. Clean. Dry.
Keep all recyclables free 

of food and liquid

TM

Learn more at 
RecyclingSimplifi ed.com

How to prepare
your recyclables

Plastic Bags 
& Wrappers 

Soiled Paper

Styrofoam

Clothing
& Shoes

Greasy 
Pizza Boxes

Tools

Food

Toys

Electronics
& Batteries

Construction 
Waste

Medical Waste

Yard Waste

Diapers

Scrap Metal

GLASS

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
A.C. ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY

A. C. Alexander Elementary School provides a varied, 
meaningful, and challenging academic program for 
all students in a safe, secure environment. 

A.C. Alexander Elementary School is a high achieving 
school in Kenner, LA. Alexander offers a safe and rigorous 
learning environment for a diversity of students in 
grades Pre-K through 8th. The students of Alexander are 
provided with the knowledge to become successful and 
active community members as a result of the engaging 
teaching methods of its certified teachers. Alexander believes in educating the whole child providing its 
students with top technology such as Promethean Boards, i-Ready individualized intervention program, 
and diverse lesson plans. Alexander will offers a Dual Language program (Spanish and English bilingual 

class) for students in PK-2nd grade. Alexander’s faculty and staff 
strive to make learning fun and engaging for all of its students 
by providing them with educational tools that are useful and 
beneficial to become lifelong learners.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger 

Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

MKT-5894M-A

Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor

2400 Veterans Blvd Ste 484 
Kenner, LA 70062
504-467-3995

Supporting Kenner Rotary Club, February
12th, Laketown Race since 2015.

> edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

about the future with the complex.
“This is great news for the city of Kenner and yet 

another indication of the vibrant business climate in 
our city,” Mayor Zahn said.

Councilman Sigur said he was contacted about 
a year ago by the Franicevich family, long-time friends, 
about the possibility of moving to Kenner.

“They reached out to me and we started working 
together, and I brought the mayor in as we moved for-
ward to make this possible,” Sigur said. “This will be a 
great addition to the city and I am happy to have this 
complex located in my district,” Sigur said.

Plans call for the new location to open this sum-
mer, said Laser Tag owner Davor Franicevich. The 
Furniture Mart site offers an additional 8,000 square 
feet of space compared to the old location near the 
Kenner line in Metairie at 8855 Veterans, which will 
be closed.

The new site is not only larger but also includes 
plenty of parking.

“We’ve been working on this with them for some 
time with a non-disclosure agreement until the sale of 
Furniture Mart was completed and plans for the new 
location could be announced,” Sigur said.

The project has a cost of more than $10 million, 
including property, improvements and attractions, 
Franicevich said.

“It’s our investment into the community that has 
treated us well for the past 23 years.”

Furniture Mart has stores in Gretna, New Or-
leans East, Houma and Lafayette and is expected 
to look for a new location in the Metairie and Ken-
ner area.

The Kenner store will be much more than just 
a Laser Tag, with plans to add 12 bowling lanes, axe 
throwing cages, arcade and virtual reality games, and 
a restaurant with a bar, Franicevich said.

Construction is expected to begin sometime 
in March.  

Entertainment complex 
 from page 1

Government

Louisiana Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin is 
pleased to announce that Louisiana was ranked 
in the top 10 states for election integrity by the 
Heritage Foundation. The 2021 Election Integ-
rity Scorecard, which was released in December 
2021, ranks Louisiana seventh in the nation. 
Scores were calculated from 12 different catego-
ries, including voter ID implementation, absen-
tee ballot management, vote counting practices 
and verification of citizenship.

“Louisiana is among the nation’s leaders 
when it comes to election integrity due to our 
agency’s sound procedures and best practices, 
along with our team of dedicated civil servants 
who work incredibly hard to ensure our elections 
run smoothly,” Ardoin said. “While we are proud 

to be named in the top 10, our goal is perfection, 
so we will continue working to improve our sys-
tem. Louisianians deserve the most secure, ac-
curate and transparent elections possible – we 
strive to make it easy to vote, but hard to cheat.”

Ardoin was recently designated as a 
Certified Elections/Registration Administra-
tor (CERA), the nation’s highest professional 
achievement for election officials. This distinc-
tion is earned through a multi-year course con-
ducted by the Election Center’s Professional 
Education Program at Auburn University.

The Heritage Foundation Election Integrity 
Scorecard compares states’ election laws that af-
fect election security and integrity.  

Louisiana ranked in top ten in the nation for 
election integrity

Anyone receiving a call, text or email that 
threatens to suspend your Social Security num-
ber, even if they have part or all of your Social 
Security number; warns of arrest of legal action; 
demands or requests immediate payment; re-
quires payment by gift card, prepaid debit card, 
internet currency or by mailing cash; pressures 
you for personal information; requests secrecy; 
threatens to seize your bank account; promises 
to increase your Social Security benefit or tries 
to gain your trust by providing fake “documenta-
tion,” false “evidence” or the name of a real gov-
ernment official…it is a scam.

The Social Security Administration advises 
to not give scammers money or personal infor-
mation but to ignore them. In order to protect 
yourself and others from Social Security-related 
scams try to stay calm and do not provide anyone 
with money or personal information when pres-
sured, threatened or scared. Hang up or ignore 
suspicious calls, texts or emails. Government em-

ployees will not threaten you, demand immediate 
payment or try to gain trust by sending pictures 
or documents. Report Social Security-related 
scams. Upon receiving a suspicious call, text or 
email that mentions Social Security, ignore it and 
report it to the Social Security Administration Of-
fice of the Inspector General (SSA OIG). Do not 
be embarrassed if you have shared personal in-
formation or have suffered a financial loss.

Get up-to-date information by following SSA 
OIG on Twitter, @TheSSAOIG, and Facebook, @
SSA Office of the Inspector General, for the lat-
est information on Social Security-related scams. 
Visit the Federal Trade Commission for informa-
tion on other government scams.

Spread the word by sharing your knowledge 
of Social Security-related scams. Post on social 
media using the hashtag #SlamtheScam to share 
your experience and warn others. Visit oig.ssa.
gov/scam for more information and share with 
your family and friends.  

Scam alert: The Social Security Administration 
will never threaten, scare or pressure for 
immediate action
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701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 504.615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me

trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

lovittcoaching.com

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!

Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me

trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

lovittcoaching.com

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!

Schedule a free 15 minute consultation  
at lovittlife.com.

Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me

trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

lovittcoaching.com

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me

trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

lovittcoaching.com

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!

INTERESTED IN  
DIGGING A LITTLE 

DEEPER?
   •  Want to create an  

explosive daily routine?

   •  Want to learn how to 
stay inspired and 
motivated every day?

   •  Want to create a clear 
action plan with a system 
of accountability?

I help people live their dreams with customized coaching.

children tend to wander,” said Brad Bohannan.
Mayor Zahn and the entire Kenner City Coun-

cill have agreed to purchase adult exercise equip-
ment stationed around the existing walking path.

“Miguez Park is the perfect setting for this 
inclusion park to be developed because it offers 
a quiet area for anyone to enjoy. It will give chil-
dren that cannot be around large groups of people 
a place to enjoy the play area while their parents 
can walk the track and utilize the exercise stations 
in a safe surrounding. It’s the perfect setting,” said 
Kenner District 4 Councilman George Branigan. 

“This would not be here if it weren’t for Arita and 
Brad Bohannan. I feel very lucky to have this in Dis-
trict 4 and to also have the Bohannans as friends.”

For those wishing to learn more about the 
playground, Arita Bohannan can be reached at 
504-468-1100. Visit unlimitedplay.org/play-
grounds/kenner-inclusive-playground for fur-
ther information.  

Submit an anonymous tip 
directly to the Kenner Police 
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.comGo to www.kennerpd.com
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OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Landscaping & Design, 

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading, 

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 504-390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

PH: 504-704-1194  •  FAX: 504-364-9366

cooked to perfection on a grill, along with French 
fries cooked in pure peanut oil. There are no freez-
ers in a Five Guys location, just coolers with all fresh 
ingredients.

Jacob and Mitts says they are thrilled with the 
location of their new Five Guys restaurant next to an 
existing Walgreen’s. Five Guys will occupy the space 
that housed a former health 
spa. “This is what we call an ‘A’ 
location in the culinary indus-
try,” said Mitts. “There aren’t 
many ‘A’ locations available in 
the Kenner economy, so we are 
very pleased to have found this 
opportunity.”

“Being at the right place at the right time is why 
Five Guys is coming to Kenner,” said Kenner District 
4 Councilman George Branigan. “Having a worldwide 
company choose to be in our city is a big deal and I 
feel lucky to have it in District 4. It shows Kenner is 
open for business and willing to work for the busi-
nesses that want to be located here.”

The partners already have Five Guys franchises 
on Severn Avenue in Metairie, in Elmwood and in Har-
vey that Jacob says are both popular and profitable. “I 
am absolutely certain the same will be true of the Five 
Guys franchise on Chateau Boulevard,” says Mitts. 
The partners are the Five Guys official developers in a 
territory that stretches from Slidell, to Thibodaux, to 
Hammond, Baton Rouge and Lafayette. In all, Jacob 
and Mitts have 11 restaurants in South Louisiana.

Their first Five Guys franchise was opened in 
Baton Rouge in 2010. Since then, they have been 
adding a franchise every year. The Five Guys in the 
franchise title refer to the Murrell family of Washing-

ton D.C. who opened their first store in 1986. To date, 
there are 1,500 Five Guys franchises in the U. S. and 
1,700 under development around the world, including 
Europe, Asia and the Middle East. The Murrell’s come 
from a family steeped in the culinary industry, as does 
Jacob and Mitts. Jacob’s family owned a top-level 
Lafayette restaurant, Jacob’s, for more than 50 years. 
Mitt’s grandparents ran Rayfield’s Grocery on Banks 
Street and L & E’s on Sycamore Street in New Orleans.

“I love this franchise,” says Jacob. “The undoing 
of a franchise is when 
the owners allow the 
franchisees to do what-
ever they want. That 
never happens in the 
Five Guys franchise. 

“The Murrell family are 
like the Marine Corps,” 

said Mitts. There is only one right way to do things – 
their way or take the highway. We will bring Kenner 
a great product done precisely by the Murrell book.”

Jacob says when the restaurant opens, they will 
have a crew of 40 well-trained employees. The devel-
opers say they have talked to many Kenner officials 
and they have all been welcoming. “They are pleased 
we are bringing a great product to Kenner, adding 40 
good-paying jobs to the economy and very pleased we 
will be generating sales taxes and property taxes to 
the city coffers,” said Mitts. “We are looking forward 
to being a good corporate citizen of Kenner and an 
integral part of the city’s economy,” said Jacob.

“The decision of Five Guys to locate in Kenner 
and to start the process during the pandemic says 
a lot about the business climate in the city,” Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn said. “We are excited to add a qual-
ity business like Five Guys, as well as the 40 jobs this 
location will offer.”  

Five Guys
 from page 1

School System teacher at Haynes Academy for Ad-
vanced Studies teaching “Talented Art.” “Nautilus 
is constructed of brushed and textured aluminum 
weighing 500 pounds. It is 10 feet high, nine feet 
wide and 20 inches deep

Faust’s first sculpture for Kenner is the 
“Stacked Jacks” installed within the sculpture gar-
dens on the Power Boulevard median in Kenner.

The second sculpture is “The Art of the Heart” 
by James Michalopoulos, a local artist with stu-
dios and homes in New Orleans and near Cluny in 
the Burgundy region of France. The artist’s work 
has been selected six times for the famous collect-
ible New Orleans Jazz and Heritage posters.

The heart sculpture is constructed of paint-
ed and clear-coated mild steel, weighing 1,500 
pounds standing nine feet six inches high and 
nine feet wide.  

“These distinctions are a testament of the com-
mitment by our providers, nurses and staff to deliver 
quality, exceptional and compassionate care to our 
patients,” said Stephen Robinson, CEO, OMC-Ken-
ner. “Our dedicated team is proud to receive this 
recognition and honored to serve our community.”

OMC-Kenner is an acute-care community 
hospital servicing the residents of Kenner and sur-
rounding communities. Services offered include 24-
hour Level II emergency care, maternity and wom-
en’s services, an advanced-technology outpatient 
diagnostic and therapy center, an infusion center, 
a renowned wound care and hyperbarics program 
and more. OMC-Kenner is also home to one of the 
largest multidisciplinary neuroendocrine tumor pro-

grams in the U.S., attracting patients from around 
the globe. The hospital is supported by several sat-
ellite health centers offering primary care, urgent 
care and specialty care appointments, as well as 
other clinical services.

The Joint Commission recognized OMC-Ken-
ner for demonstrating the greatest level of com-
mitment to the care of stroke patients through its 
Advanced Certification for Primary Stroke Centers. 
The 2021 CareChex Health System Quality Awards 
gave recognition to OMC-Kenner as number one in 
the state for “Medical Excellence in Heart Failure 
Treatment” and Top 10% in the nation for “Medical 
Excellence in Cancer Care.”

For more information about Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner, visit www.ochsner.org/kenner or 
call 504-468-8600.  

Ochsner 
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“The Art of the Heart”
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*Hours are subject to change, please visit our website and social media for most up to date information. 
Management reserves all rights. ©2021 Boyd Gaming Corporation®. All rights reserved.

CASINO HOURS*
Sunday - Thursday  •  8:00am - 2:00am 
Friday & Saturday  •  8:00am - 5:00am

Actual payout may vary, amount based on monthly average.

IN JACKPOTS PAID IN 2021. 
MORE TO COME IN 2022!

$31,000,000OVER

$17,459 
WON ON

$13,704 
WON ON

$10,355 
WON ON

$10,458 
WON ON

SPORTS BETTING 
REIMAGINED.

MON - FRI 
1:00pm - 11:00pm

SAT - SUN
9:00am - 11:00pm

NOW 
OPEN


