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Treasure Chest Casino to build land-based facility in Kenner
On January 5, 2022, casino operator Boyd
Gaming Corporation announced plans to develop an all-new Treasure Chest Casino in Kenner.
Once complete in late 2023, it will replace the
existing riverboat casino with a state-of-the-art,
land-based gaming facility.
The casino opened in September 1994, 27
years ago, as a riverboat sailing in Lake Pontchartrain and eventually remained docked. A
2018 Louisiana law allows for floating casinos to
move to land and with the Kenner City Council
renewing Boyd Gaming’s lease in 2021, it paved
the way for the new $90 million project, which
was delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The single-level facility will feature a
47,000-square-foot casino, several new restaurants and bars, nearly 10,000 square feet of convention and meeting space, a FanDuel-branded
sports book and ample parking directly adjacent
to the casino entrance. The new Treasure Chest,
which will occupy the casino’s existing parking
lot, will also feature a steakhouse and sports bar.
Keith Smith, president and chief executive
officer of Boyd Gaming, said “With this project,
we are proud to reinvest in a community that
has been an important part of the Boyd Gaming family for more than 27 years. The all-new
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Krewe of Isis parade returns to Kenner on
Saturday, Feb. 26
1972, in the city of Kenner but moved to the Jefferson
The Krewe of Isis will bring its 2022 Mardi Gras
parade to the city of Kenner for the second time on
the Saturday before Mardi Gras, February 26, starting at 6:00 p.m. The Krewe of Isis relocated their
route from Jefferson Parish to Kenner in 2020
and did not parade in 2021 due to COVID-19.
The theme of this year’s parade is “Tell Me a
Story” and will feature 200 riders on 17 floats.
As an all-female krewe, the group and its members are avid supporters of breast cancer treatment
and research and have throws that are breast cancer
related, including elaborately decorated bras.
The krewe originally paraded in its first year,

Parish route in 1979.
“We are very excited to have the Krewe of Isis again
provide Kenner families with easy access to one of the
top parades of Carnival,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said.
The parade will begin at The Esplanade
mall, going west bound on West Esplanade
Avenue turning north onto Loyola Drive,
then proceeding east on Vintage Drive,
turning north onto Chateau Boulevard,
then east on Joe Yenni Boulevard culminating at the Pontchartrain Center where the krewe
will host a post-parade party.
For more information on the Krewe of Isis parade
or membership, visit www.kreweofisis.org.

Incumbent Kenner Mayor
Zahn challenged by Kenner
Police Chief Glaser

Michael Glaser

In the citywide March 26, 2022, election, voters will find
incumbent Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn on the ballot along with
his sole challenger, Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser. Both
are Republicans.
Zahn, vying for his second full four-year term, was first
elected in October 2016 as Kenner’s mayor taking the seat
in January 2017, fulfilling the unexpired term of Mike Yenni,
when Yenni vacated that seat to become Jefferson Parish
president. At the time, Zahn had been re-elected to his second term as the Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman, first
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On Saturday, February 12. 2022, Kenner’s
Driftwood Mardi Gras parade returns after a
three-year absence. Originating in the early 1970s,
the Krewe of Driftwood neighborhood parade has
been an event that became a tradition for local
families in the city of Kenner, also drawing parade
goers from all over.

“The parade originated with a neighborhood’s
desire to have their own crew, their own fun and
has grown over the years to include not only
neighborhood participants, but bands from local
elementary and high schools, with emphasis on elementary school groups, and also including local
page 18

Ochsner Health offers high quality primary care in
health and use it to create a game plan to keep
your neighborhood
A primary care doctor is a well-rounded
healthcare expert whose specialty is approaching health comprehensively. Primary care doctors are full of healthcare knowledge and trained
in a variety of specialties. Their biggest responsibility is to take all of the information about your

New Police Chief to be elected
in Kenner in March

Keith Conley
Ben Zahn

Kenner’s Driftwood carnival parade returns in 2022

Mike Sigur
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Three incumbent Kenner Council
members win unopposed

Kristi McKinney

Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser is term limited and
two candidates have qualified to run for that position in the
election on March 26, 2022.
Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur will face Keith
Conley.
Conley, an attorney, is a former Kenner councilman-atlarge and a former interim Jefferson Parish Councilman. In October 2021, Conley stepped down from position as top aide to
Jefferson Parish Councilman-at-large Ricky Templet to run for
office. Conley was elected to the Kenner City Council in 2014
and served until 2016, leaving to become Jefferson Parish’s
Chief Operating Officer until January 2019. In that position,

you well over the course of your lifetime.
At a primary care appointment, patients
can discuss a variety of health issues, whether
they are physical, emotional or mental. You can
talk about everything from your weight and diet
to changes or pain you may be experiencing

Tom Willmott

George Branigan

At the end of qualifying for the March 26, 2022, Kenner citywide election, three incumbent council members won second terms
unopposed.
Both council-at-large members Kenner Division A Councilwoman-at-large Kristi McKinney and Kenner Division B Councilmanat-large Tom Willmott were not challenged and retained their seats.
Kenner District 4 Councilman George Branigan also won unopposed.
They will begin serving their second four-year terms on July 1, 2022.

Kenner City Council District 1, District 2,
District 3 and District 5 candidates for
March 26, 2022 election on page 19.
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Krewe of Isis
Comes to Kenner!
Saturday, February 26, 2022
Parade starts at 6pm

Theme: “Tell Me A Story”
17 Floats • 200 Riders

LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN

★ PONTCH.
CTR.

END

Joe Yenni Blvd.

The Krewe of Isis Parade Route:
Begins at The Esplanade mall,

Loyola Drive, east on Vintage Drive,
north onto Chateau Boulevard

Williams Blvd.

Esplanade Avenue, north onto

KENNER
CITY PARK

Chateau Blvd.

Vintage Dr.

turns west-bound on West
Loyola Dr.

2

WALMART

W. Esplanade Ave.

and east on Joe Yenni Boulevard
to the Pontchartrain Center.

★
START
ESPLANDE MALL

To Benefit the
Kenner Food Bank

AND

Masks
Required

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Join Us For An
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Experience That’s
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip
OUT OF THIS WORLD!
to the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that
SEPTEMBER 2019
even

Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Laser Planetarium

though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

CAPCoM Go! The Apollo S tory

CAPCOM GO!
The Apollo Story

One World, One Sky: Big Bird’s
Adventure

NEW
SHOW!

Enjoy an immersive, historical
documentary that showcases the
achievements of the Apollo program
and what it took to put the first
human on the Moon. Capcom Go!
introduces a new generation to the
immense challenges NASA overcame
and will inspire them to become the
explorers, designers, engineers,
thinkers and dreamers of the future.

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as
they locate the Big Dipper, the North
Star, and the Moon in the night sky.
Take an imaginary trip to the moon
and discover how different it is from
Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different
Presented by: countries, we all share the same sky!

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running Time: 28 minutes Enjoy an immersive, historical

documentary that showcases the achievements of the Apollo program and what it took
to put the first human on the Moon. Capcom Go! introduces a new generation to the
immense challenges NASA overcame and will inspire them to become the explorers,
designers,
thinkers and dreamers of the future.
Running
time: 28 engineers,
minutes

Flying Monsters

Running time: 27 minutes

Dream to Fly

Flying Monsters

Since the beginning of history,

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic
Entertainment’s
Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth
people have
dreamed of flying.
Open your hearts to new ideas
about flight,
and learn
how pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40
about the dinosaur
cousin,
the
generations of dreamers pursued
feet and equal to
thatimpulse
of a modern-day
jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of
the ancient
that has taken
us from the ground to the stars.
the greatest mysteries
in 35
paleontology:
how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did
Running time:
minutes
creatures the size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

Set out to uncover the truth
about the dinosaur cousin, the
pterosaur, with a wingspan of
approximately 40 feet and equal
to that of a modern-day jet
plane.
Running time: 40 minutes

N ine Planets and Counting

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show rocks
to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride. Selections include
Servicemen on Parade, God Bless America, the Star Spangled Banner and many other familiar favorites!

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes How many planets are there
in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more.
TakeSchools/Camps/Groups
a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar system. Along
Appointment Only:
Tues-Fri
Call 504-468-7231
reservations.
theforway,
we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look at the
General Public:
Saturdays
Only
big
picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Running Time: 40 minutes

Schedule:

Admission:

E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call
504-468-7231 for information and group rates.
Adults
Children/Seniors

$6.00 per show
$5.00 per show

Box Office opens at 10:45 am

*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

Multi-Show Packages Available
SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner Planetarium

One World, One Sky:
Flying Monsters:
Spirit of America:
Dream to Fly:
CAPCOM GO! The Apollo Story:

2020 Fourth Street

www.kenner.la.us

Kenner, Louisiana

504-468-7231

11:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm

70062

Laser michael Jackson

Saturdays – 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 55 minutes Get ready for
a mix of Michael Jackson’s most famous music. Hits from the King of Pop
are brought to life in a dazzling display of color and light. Song selections
include ABC, P.Y.T., Billie Jean, Bad, Thriller, Dirty Diana and many more.
This show is sure to be a hit for fans of all ages!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change
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Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care

4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

VIEW A 360 DEGREE
VIRTUAL TOUR:

3

4
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Convenient | Safe
Airport Parking

900 Airline Drive

1 Terminal Drive

$12 per day

$22 per day

Credit Card Only
Free shuttle service

Convenient access
Free 30 minute parking

1 Terminal Drive

1 Terminal Drive

$20 per day

$18 per day

Short walk
to the terminal

Close to terminal
Free 30 minute parking
Scan for

parking availability
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from The Editor
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Big Kenner elections coming up, are you a registered voter?
By Allan Katz
Just about everyone knows that democracy works best
when the maximum
number of voters participate in the election process.
Historically, Kenner voters have always come out in
large numbers when the mayoral office, chief of police and the seven seats on the Kenner City Council
are on the ballot.
That will be the situation on March 26, 2022.
Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters Dennis DiMarco
says that history and every other indicator tell us
that there will be a maximum turnout in this election. “The residents of Kenner take their elections
very seriously,” says DiMarco. “It’s part of the culture and quality of life in Jefferson Parish and the
city of Kenner for the voters to be knowledgeable
about the issues and the candidates.”
Equally important, says DiMarco, is that making it easy to cast a ballot in Jefferson Parish and
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the city of Kenner is also an important part of the
culture. “If, for example, you are a new resident of
Kenner or for some reason are no longer a registered voter, it’s easy to become fully registered and
qualified. You can go to one of the Jefferson Parish
Registrar of Voters offices to become registered. We
have an office at 408 Minor Street in Rivertown and
we have an East Bank Office in the Yenni Building
in Suite 502. We also have a West Bank office at 5001
Westbank Expressway in Suite C-2. You can call us
at 504-736-6191 to find out what information is required to register. We will be glad to hear from you.
In the Registrar’s Office, we take great pride in highquality, friendly customer service.”
For the March 26 election, the deadline to
register to vote in person, by mail or at the Office of
Motor Vehicle’s Office is February 23. The deadline
to register to vote through the GeauxVote Online
Registration System is March 5. Visit the Louisiana
Secretary of State’s website at www.sos.la.gov for
more election information and other voter registration locations.

DiMarco, who has held the office of registrar
since 1998, says the most frustrating part of his job
is convincing young voters that elections make a
difference. “I just think it’s part of the culture that
a certain percentage of young people don’t think
elections make a difference. They’ll try to tell me it
doesn’t matter who wins an election and they are
completely wrong. I am sure one of the reasons
that older voters are very committed to voting is
that they have experienced the difference that an
election makes. They know because they’ve seen it
for themselves that elections matter in terms of the
governance the community gets.”
DiMarco says Jefferson Parish voters can cast
their ballots in one of three ways. They can participate in early voting that goes on for two weeks prior
to election day. Or, if they are 65 years of age or suffer a handicap, they can request a mail-in ballot be
sent to them by the registrar. They need only follow
the instructions, fill in the ballot and mail it back to
the registrar. Or they can follow the traditional path
and vote at their precinct on election day.

Finally, DiMarco has some sage advice for parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles – when you go
to vote, be a good role model and mentor, bringing
some young person or people with you.
“I love to see adults bring children with them to
the polling place,” says DiMarco. “When you bring
young people to watch you cast a ballot, you’re telling them this is an important part of being a good
citizen in a democracy – that voting really does matter. When a young person sees an adult, they admire
and respect cast their ballot, it sets a wonderful
example that the young person will remember for
a lifetime.”
DiMarco is confident that like the generations
before them, Kenner voters will participate in the
March 26 election in large numbers. “And please remember to let the young people in your life know that
voting is something that responsible people do.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@
gmail.com.

Political
The deadly reality of living in New Orleans
By Jeff Crouere
Last year was another dangerous one in
New Orleans. In 2021,
there were 218 murders in New Orleans, an 8% increase from the previous year. It was the highest murder total since before
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, when almost 100,00 more
people lived in the city. It also marked the second year
in a row with a significant increase in the murder rate.
New Orleans has had a violent crime problem
for decades. Tragically, the city has regularly been
ranked as one of the murder capitals of the nation.
According to the personal finance website, WalletHub, New Orleans has suffered through the highest
per capita increase in homicide in the country since
the start of the pandemic. WalletHub reported that
there were “18 homicides per 100,000 residents in Q2
2021, which topped the list, as did its 7.42 homicide
increase since Q2 2019.”
Similar data is also being reported by residents
of New Orleans. In the annual Crime Coalition survey,
New Orleans residents testified that the city is becoming even more unsafe. In the 2020 survey, “57 percent
of residents said the city was safe. In the 2021 survey,
only 35 percent say it’s safe – that’s a 22-point drop.”
The reasons for the violent crime in New Orleans are longstanding and multi-faceted such as
broken families and the lack of discipline in public
schools. The new district attorney has a much more
lenient approach to dealing with criminals than his
“law and order” predecessor. Also, the Orleans Parish
criminal justice system has been particularly ineffective in handling juvenile offenders, who comprise a
major percentage of these violent offenses.
Another problem is the shortage of officers
in the New Orleans Police Department (NOPD).
Sadly, it is leading to many unsolved murders. Of
the 218 murders last year, NOPD Superintendent
Shaun Ferguson reported that there were only seventy arrests and twenty indictments. Thus, most of

the murderers are still at large roaming the streets
of New Orleans.
The shortage of police officers began during the
last mayoral administration when budget cuts resulted in the cancellation of new recruitment classes of
officers. The deficit has never been addressed since
that time.
Unfortunately, the deficit is only getting worse
as many officers have taken retirement or left for
nearby departments, such as the Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Office. Last year, over 150 officers left the
NOPD, while only forty-four new recruits were added
to the department.
Currently, the city has about 1,100 police officers, but to provide safety to citizens and tourists alike,
law enforcement experts contend there needs to be
approximately 1,600 officers.
The NOPD receives assistance from members of
the Louisiana State Police to patrol the French Quarter, but it has not been enough to deter the regular
outbursts of violent crime in the city’s most popular
tourist destination.
While the increase in violent crime in New
Orleans is quite disturbing, the city has plenty of
company across the nation. Many of the country’s
larger urban areas suffered from a surge of violent
crime in 2021.
The roots of the increase can be traced to the
aftermath of the death of George Floyd in May of 2020.
After that horrific incident, crime in cities across the
country erupted. Along with riots and looting, there
were efforts to defund police departments.
Law enforcement officers were also targeted
with violence. In the summer of 2020, over 2,000 police officers were injured in the 574 violent riots which
occurred in cities like Seattle and Portland. These
riots caused between $1 and $2 billion in damage to
insured properties.  
Sadly, a limited number of individuals were
ever prosecuted for the crimes, such as looting and
arson, which occurred during the riots. An even
more disturbing result of the riots and the crimi-

nal behavior throughout 2020 was that more than
60,000 law enforcement officers were assaulted in
the line of duty. This represented a 7.2% increase
from the previous year.
With more police officers being attacked in
major cities, it should have been no surprise that
it would lead to a workforce decrease. In the last
year, there has been a 45% increase in police retirements and a 20% increase in resignations among
police officers. At the same time, it became much
more difficult to recruit new police officers to join
departments under siege.
Fewer police officers certainly contributed to
record setting murder rates in 2021. At least sixteen
cities set murder records in 2021. In Chicago, there
were 3,561 shooting incidents and 797 murders, the
most since 1996. In Los Angeles, shootings and homicides increased again in 2021 and have skyrocketed
50% since 2019.
The crime problems are not limited to murders and shooting incidents. In San Francisco, rampant retail theft has become a grave issue. It has
forced Walgreens to close twenty-two stores in the
past few years.
Thus, a variety of disturbing criminal behavior
is accelerating in a growing number of American
cities, including New Orleans. While residents of
some cities were shocked by the sudden increase
in violent crime, sadly, the citizens of New Orleans
have faced this depressing reality for many years. It
is one of the major reasons why so many people no
longer call New Orleans home.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist,
is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides
regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information,
email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Economic development is bustling in Kenner
By Candace Watkins – Kenner’s Economic Development Program Consultant
While much of the
city’s attention rightfully has been on the
COVID pandemic and
ongoing recovery from two of the strongest hurricanes
to ever hit the city, Kenner Mayor Zahn has also made
economic development a priority since taking office.
That focus and hard work of the Zahn administration has resulted in more than $500 million in new
developments now in the planning stages that offer an
incredibly bright future for our city.
As the yearning for entertainment builds during
the pandemic, Kenner continues to attract a variety of
exciting options for its consumers.
The most recent announcement came in January as Boyd Gaming held a news conference to unveil
a new and improved and larger Treasure Chest Casino

that will be built on land in Laketown. Just a few weeks
earlier, Laser Tag provided details on the purchase of
the former Furniture Mart building at 2421 Veterans
Boulevard for a new family entertainment complex.
The Treasure Chest plans to break ground later
this year on its new $95 million facility located on its current parking lot at the end of Williams Boulevard in Laketown. Boyd Gaming went before the Louisiana Gaming Control Board at its December 16, 2021, meeting to
present the company’s capacity to build and operate the
new casino, as well as the data on demand for its services, to win a unanimous vote of support by the board.
The new 125,000 square foot facility will nearly
double the gaming area, add a sports book section,
offer four restaurants: a coffee shop, café, sports bar
and grill and a steakhouse/seafood restaurant. Both
the sports bar and grill and steakhouse will have bars

included. There also will be banquet space that seats
300 to 400 people. The venture will create 200 new
jobs in our community.
In addition to its laser tag space, arcade and
virtual reality games, the new Laser Tag location adds
8,000 square feet of additional family fun with 12 bowling lanes, axe throwing cages, and a restaurant with bar
and ample parking. After 25 years in business owner
Davor Franicevich chose a location in Kenner to make
his $10 million investment on an entertainment complex for the entire family. The move speaks volumes
about confidence in the strength of Kenner’s market.
Patrons can check on progress at the Laser Tag and
Games Facebook page.
These exciting developments are in addition to
the $450 million Atlantis development for the lakefront
announced earlier last year. As now proposed, this

Kenner Recreation Department activity updates
By Charles Illanne – Kenner Park and Recreation Athletic Director
As we continue
with the recovery process from Hurricane
Ida throughout the
Recreation Department, the clear focus from Mayor
Zahn is to offer as many programs and services as soon
as possible and to share important information with
Kenner residents as we continue to work to get our facilities up and running.
This has involved a two-fold process: we are utilizing the one gym and the few fields that have been
cleared by insurance, FEMA and safety inspections, and
we have been looking for other creative opportunities
outside of those facilities.

And as part of that effort, we have also added a
new outreach method expanding communication with
residents. The city is now regularly sending out emails
through Constant Contact in an effort to reach as many
members of the public as possible. The Recreation Department, in particular, is using this resource to reach
more than 8,000 emails entered by participants of programs into our RecDesk registration system. If you do
not already receive these emails promoting registration
dates and programs, please email us at recreation@
kenner.la.us and we can add you to the email database.
If you receive an email and wish to “opt-out,” an unsubscribe link can be found at the bottom of each email.
In February, we will have the return of Kenner

Rec Soccer, which will begin with two clinics. The first
clinic will be on February 5 and the second on February
12, and both are free to register. The clinics are open to
girls and boys, ages 4 to 17 and will take place at Muss
Bertolino Stadium from 10:00 a.m. to noon. The regular
Rec Soccer League will begin just after Mardi Gras.
Also in February, we will host several events
through our Leisure Services programs, including Mardi Gras Paint Night on February 7 and Valentine’s Day
Kids Night Out on February 11.
In addition, Kenner Recreation will host the
first Krewe du Kenner, a kid’s parade and wagon float
contest to be held at Kenner City Park on Saturday,
February 19 from 10:00 a.m. to noon. A registration link

impressive project includes upscale condominiums
with world-class amenities, waterfront dining, a theater,
outdoor stage with festival grounds, marina, conference
and reception facilities, shops and attractions.
There are impressive revitalization plans for Rivertown, as well. Kenner resident and businessman Ronnie
Mains, owner of CRC Global Solutions, is working with
Port Orleans Brewing Co. owner Don Noel and local investors to create a Rivertown Hub development that will
transform Rivertown into a dining, entertainment and
lifestyle destination location for locals and tourists.
The Hub development will retain and enhance
the current popular attractions, including Heritage
Park, the Kenner Planetarium and the Theaters for the
Performing Arts.
More details on this exciting development are expected very soon.
Candace Watkins is the city of Kenner’s Economic Development Program Director and can be reached
at 985-249-8646 or by email at cwatkins@kenner.la.us.

to enter a wagon float will be sent in a Constant Contact email and will also be posted to the city website as
well as on social media pages for both the city and the
recreation department. Kids may walk or ride in their
wagon float.
We continue to explore other programs for residents and will include any announcements through
email as well as the Recreation Department and city of
Kenner social media pages. If you have any recreation
questions, please contact the Recreation Department
at 504-468-7211.
Charles Illanne is the city of Kenner’s Park and
Recreation Athletic Director and can be reached at
504-468-7555 or cillanne@kenner.la.us. Kenner’s Park
and Recreation Office is located at 2001 34th Street
in Kenner.

Police
Carjacking safety
By Robert Meyer – Kenner Deputy Police Chief
Even during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
carjacking
has

become a more popular crime now than ever
before. With the vast improvements in locking
systems, tracking systems and car alarms, criminals

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive Achievers Association
meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Generate
Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills

February 10 & 24

Be A Conﬁdent
Public Speaker

Aroma Catering
400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie
https://eaanola.org

Improve
Proﬁtability

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

have an easier time stealing an occupied car by force
now than in years past.
Like most crimes, you can reduce the opportunity that carjacking will happen to you or your family
members. Follow these common sense tips to reduce
your risk and prevent being carjacked. With your cooperation, we can all help protect ourselves and our loved
ones from this crime.
Always keep your doors locked and windows
rolled up. I can’t emphasize this point enough! Unlocked doors and open windows make your vehicle
readily accessible to carjackers.
It’s called the “Bump and Rob.” A car bumps
your car. You and the other driver get out to check
damage. Either the driver of the car that bumped you
or a passenger jumps into your car and drives off. If
you get bumped, carefully observe the car, driver and
passengers before you get out. Jot down notes like the
make and model of the car and the license plate number. If you are in an unsafe place with no other people
around, do not get out. Motion to the car to follow you
to a safe place or drive to the nearest police station. If
you do get out of your car, remove the key from the ignition and take your purse or wallet with you.
Do not stop to help strangers on the side of the
road with car trouble. Note their location and call the
police for help.

Always park in well-lit areas. Do not park with
any objects such as dumpsters blocking you from
view. When approaching your car, have your keys
in your hand, walk confidently and be alert to your
surroundings.
If a carjacker threatens you with a weapon, give
up your car. Leave the area immediately and report the
crime to the police as soon as possible.
Be wary of people handing out fliers or asking
directions as you are getting into your car or when on
the road.
Be especially cautious at night when most carjackings occur.
Never leave packages or valuables in sight for
potential carjackers to see. Place them in the trunk or
out of sight.
Kenner Deputy Police Chief Robert Meyer can
be reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. Download the free Kenner P.D. mobile app for
both Apple and Android devices and access the Kenner P.D. Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest
updated crime, traffi, and other law enforcementrelated information.
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Banking
Time to spend
By Guy Williams
It is not often
that I advise quick
spending, but gift
cards are an exception.
During the holiday season the National Retail
Federation estimates that consumers bought twenty-eight billion dollars worth of gift cards. Starbucks
alone sold three billion dollars worth of cards. This
is great for the retailer since consumers in effect
made an interest-free loan to whoever sold the card.
The other advantage to the seller is what they
call breakage. This means that not all gift cards will
be used so the retailer gets to keep the money. Last
year Starbucks reported one hundred sixty million
dollars of breakage income. I call breakage – consumers losing money.
Another unfortunate feature of gift cards is
expiration dates. It has never seemed fair to me
that gift cards should expire, after all the money
was already paid. The longer before the cards are
used the longer the merchant enjoyed an interestfree loan.
I am not calling retailers bad for selling gift
cards. After all, last year 46% of consumers bought
some form of gift card, so the customer clearly
wants the product. It is only fair that retailers sell
products that consumers want and make a profit
in the process.
My suggestion is that the gift card recipient
make an active plan to quickly use the cards. I say

If saving more
is your goal,

quickly because the longer you hold a card the
more purchasing power you lose in today’s era of
higher inflation. The other problem with holding
on to gift cards is that they tend to get lost over
time. I know that they are inanimate objects, but
they must move when we are sleeping. I know that
I have misplaced cards, only to either never find
them or discover them usually just after they have
expired.
My suggestion is to place the gift cards in a
single highly visible place in your home. My other
suggestion is to plan to use them within the next
thirty days. Think of it as a Mardi Gras plan. Use the
gift cards before Lent begins.
Finally, next year, if you buy gift cards consider a general-purpose Visa or Mastercard gift card
which can be more quickly used for what the recipient really wants. You could also go old school and
get a cash gift envelope from your bank. Cash never
expires and always gets used.
So, use the cards, preferably soon and avoid
being a breakage victim.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president
and branch manager can be contacted at 504565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 504-565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.
gulfbank.com.

Let’s
make it
HAPPEN.

Ask a banker for details.
Checking & Savings Solutions

GULFBANK.COM | 504.561.6124

FREE ESTIMATES
504-456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding
Hedging
Dirt spreading
Fencing
Construction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned • Fully Insured • 504-432-3548
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Innovative heart care,
close to home.

Community
Rivertown’s Lundi Gras annual celebration to
City of Kenner officials and special guests will
kick off Mardi Gras
be on hand at noon to officially toast and welcome
The Lundi Gras celebration in Kenner will start
at 11:00 a.m. on the day before Mardi Gras, Monday,
February 28, 2022, in Kenner’s historic Rivertown
with food, fun, arts and crafts and music. The Topcats will take the stage at 11:30 a.m. and perform until 3:00 p.m. The public is invited to attend this free
event which, aside from a one-year hiatus in 2021
due to COVID-19, has been held annually since 1999.
The highlight of Lundi Gras is the tradition of
a noon arrival and meeting of the royal courts of the
Krewe of Argus of Metairie and the Zulu Social Aid
and Pleasure Club of New Orleans. Both courts participate in a second line parade to the stage where
they toast each other good fortune for their rides.
Both organizations parade on Mardi Gras before
thousands of spectators.

the Carnival royalty to Kenner. The center of the
activity will be in the parking lot located at 400 Williams Boulevard across from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall. Local vendors will man booths selling food,
refreshments, arts and crafts during the Lundi Gras
festivities.
“We are very happy to have this fun, family event
return after a year away due to the pandemic and I
hope everybody comes out to enjoy this wonderful Kenner tradition,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said.
Argus royalty includes Leon L. Giorgio, King
Argus XXXVII, and his queen, Britney Alexis Kelly,
Queen Argus XXXVII. Zulu royalty are King Randolph
M. Davis and his queen, Crystal Monique Guillemet.
For more information regarding the event call
468-7231.

Rotary Club of Kenner to host first annual Kid’s
of all ages showcasing individual countries and the work
World Fest
Rotary International has done across the world. Food

Our team of cardiologists work
closely with each patient to develop a
customized healthcare plan that is both
targeted and effective.
From routine diagnostics to specialized
procedures, Ochsner heart specialists are
equipped to provide optimum care in
cardiovascular medicine.

Visit ochsner.org/schedule
or call 504-608-1069
Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
180 W. Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065

On Sunday, March 20, 2022, from noon until 5:00
p.m. the Kenner Rotary Club will host its first Kid’s
World Fest at Kenner City Park, located at 3800 Loyola
Drive at the intersection of Loyola and Vintage drives.
“This is a community give back event so admission
is free,” said Christina Sulli Wilson, Kenner Rotary President. “This event will be fun for the whole family.”
There will be free crafts and activities for children

vendors will be selling hot dogs, hamburgers and a variety of other foods.
“Bring your chairs to enjoy cultural music and the
Bucktown All-Stars live from 2:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.,”
said Wilson. “We hope to see you there.”
For more information visit the Kenner Rotary
website at www.kennerrotary.org or their Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/RotaryClubofKenner.

Kenner Black Heritage Festival to be held in
til 5:00 p.m., entertainment will be provided by the
February
Batiste Brothers, Tori Lynn’s Starlet Dancers, Dennis
The Kenner Black Heritage Festival, presented
by the Old Kenner Civic Association, Kenner District
1 Councilman Gregory W. Carroll, Jefferson Parish
District 3 Councilman Byron Lee and Rejoice, Inc.,
will be a two-day event returning to Kenner’s Rivertown. There will be vendors and arts and crafts for
the whole family to enjoy.
On Saturday, February 19, 2022, from 10:00 un-

Hill and the Bayou Playas, Kim Philips, Marshall Harris and DJ Big Romeo.
From 11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 20, Jermaine Hawkins and The Harvey Spirituals, Tony McPhearson and the New Orleans Spiritualettes, Yolanda Barbarin, Mr. Ken. a.m.o.g and DJ
Big Romeo will provide entertainment.

Jefferson Parish announces 2022 carnival
season parade schedule and routes
Mardi Gras 2022 is on Tuesday, March 1. Jefferson
Parish parades begin on Friday, February 18, 2022. This
year two new krewes will join the parish lineup.
This Carnival season, Jefferson Parish is welcoming
The Krewe of TCQNO (The Culinary Queens of New Orleans), an organization dedicated to honoring women who
are making history in the food and beverage industry. This
krewe will ride the West Bank streets on Tuesday, February
22, 2022, starting at 6:00 p.m.
Originally founded in 2008, the Krewe of Symphony,
an all-male social and pleasure club, re-established with a
vision to host its first Mardi Gras parade on the East Bank
of Jefferson Parish. This krewe will assist the kick-off of
Family Gras by following the Krewe of Excalibur.

“We are thrilled to see Mardi Gras coming back to Jefferson Parish for our residents to enjoy,” said Jefferson Parish Director of Citizens Affairs Donna Russo. “Mardi Gras is
a staple of our state and after another unprecedented year
of COVID-19, the residents of Jefferson Parish deserve to
safely enjoy the yearly celebration with friends and family.”
To view the 2022 parade schedule and routes or for
more information about each krewe, visit www.JeffParish.
net/MardiGras or call the Jefferson Parish Citizens Affairs
department at 504-736-6101.
To receive parade updates and alerts regarding
parade routes, weather, entertainment and more, text JPMARDIGRAS to 888-777.
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Spotlight on women’s heart health
By George Yousef, M.D.

residency at Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia and completed his fellowship in cardiology and in-

Did you know
a day, five times a week. Wearable tracking devices that
heart disease is often
log your progress (or vibrate when you’ve been sitting too
more debilitating and
long) can help keep you on track. Joining a group exercise
deadly in women than
class can also help motivate you.
in men? It’s the leading cause of death in women over 65.
Eat right. Make smart choices about the types of
To put this in perspective, heart attacks kill six times as
foods you eat. Instead of sugary snacks, reach for fruits,
many women each year as breast cancer.
vegetables, poultry, whole grains and dairy. Avoid sauces
Here are five tips to help keep your female heart
and dressings, which can be full of hidden sugars and calohealthy.
ries.
Know (and modify) your risk. Some heart disease
Understand the role menopause plays. Studies
risk factors can’t be changed. These include increasing
show that a woman’s risk of a heart attack increases about
age and family history. Other risk factors can be modified
10 years after menopause. It’s thought that a decline in the
with lifestyle changes or medication. These include high
natural hormone estrogen may be a factor. Let’s be clear
cholesterol, high blood pressure, physical inactivity, smok– menopause does not cause cardiovascular disease. Howing and diabetes. High blood pressure or diabetes during
ever, there may be an increase in risk factors for heart dispregnancy can also increase your risk.
ease around the time of menopause – another reason that
Get screened. Talk to your primary care physician
it’s so important to get screened at regular intervals.
about your heart health. Key screenings for monitoring
It’s important for women to be proactive about their
heart health include blood pressure tests, blood sugar
heart health. If you have any concerns, don’t hesitate to
(also known as blood glucose) tests and a fasting lipopro- reach out to your primary care doctor or cardiologist.
tein profile to test cholesterol. These diagnostic tests can
Dr. George Yousef, board certified by the American Board
help determine your long-term risk and identify possible
of Internal Medicine in cardiovascular disease and internal
lifestyle changes to reduce your future risk of developing
medicine and the National Board of Echocardiography, and
heart disease.
a Registered Physician in Vascular Interpretation (RPVI), has
Keep moving. Exercising regularly is key to keepbeen on staff at Ochsner since September 2019 practicing mediing your heart healthy. The American Heart Association
cine since 2007. Dr. Yousef received his medical degree from Ain
recommends a weekly exercise goal of at least 150 minutes
Shams University Cairo, Egypt, completed his internship and
of moderate exercise or 75 minutes of vigorous physical
activity.
The easy
version is Ad.qxp
to aim to 1/27/22
exercise 307:31
minutes
Ben Zahn
10.125x6.5
PM Page 1

terventional cardiology at Marshall University. Dr. Yousef’s
expertise is in cardiology, interventional cardiology, peripheral vascular interventions, valvular heart disease and cardiac

arrhythmia. Dr. Yousef is also a member of the Alpha Omega
Alpha Honor Medical Society and was elected as Fellow in
Training Section Chair for the West Virginia American College
of Cardiology. To schedule an appointment with Dr. Yousef at
Ochsner Health Center-Kenner located at 200 West Esplanade
Avenue. Call 504-464-8506 or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.

NOW HIRING
If you or someone you know is
looking for work please give us a call

TWIC CARD HOLDERS
504-362-2500
CDL DRIVERS
504.468.7782
CLERICAL EXPERIENCE
504.468.7782

HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE
504.362.2500
FORKLIFT OPERATORS
504.468.7782
GENERAL LABOR
504-712-1133

Clerical • CDL Driving • Certified Forklift
Hospitality & Conventions • Light Industrial • Staffing Solutions

www.neworleanstempagency.com

Early Voting: March 12-19, 2022 Election Day: Saturday, March 26, 2022

@MayorBenZahn

Email: ZahnCampaign@gmail.com

www.MayorBenZahn.com
PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT MAYOR BEN ZAHN
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Health
Falls in the elderly

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 504504-469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Open at 4 a.m. on Mardi Gras Day

We now carry

RANDAZZO’S
Caywood Bakery

Ice Cold

KEG
o!
BEER
To G
20 Pack

Small & medium
Special orders available
for large or any filling
(cream cheese, pecan
praline, strawberry
& lemon)

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

19.99

Give your family
Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 504-466-8577

By Craig Goodwin
Falls in the
elderly occur in onethird of adults aged
65 and over living at
home and 60 percent of nursing home residents fall
each year. There are many reasons and risk factors
why someone may sustain a fall. Many researchers
agree that increasing age over 65, poor balance and
muscle weakness, medications, environmental hazards, acute illness, visual disorder, dizziness and low
blood pressure are just some of the factors that contribute to falling.
The older you are, the more likely you are to
fall and sustain injuries. A fall can have devastating
effects on a person’s quality of life. One fourth of elderly persons who sustain a hip fracture die within
six months of injury. More than 50 percent of older
patients who survive hip fractures are discharged to
a nursing home and nearly one-half of these patients
are still in a nursing home one year later. Elderly
individuals who sustain a hip fracture experience a
10 to 15 percent decrease in life expectancy and a
meaningful decline in overall quality of life.
Exercise was found to be the single most important prevention factor in lowering the risk of falls
as we age. Exercises that help improve balance, in-

crease flexibility and improve strength in the hips,
knees and ankles show a significant improvement in
the reduction of falls.
Management of home hazards, such as throw
rugs, poor lighting and the presence of support rails
in the bathroom and around steps/stairs will also reduce the incidence of falls.
Seeking medical consultation from a primary
physician on medications that may cause low blood
pressure, pressure stockings and elevating the head
of the bed are all good recommendations to help decrease the chance of falling. It is important that you
take action to decrease the risk factors that contribute to falling. You can help prevent falls by staying
fit and active through exercise and eating a healthy
diet.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing
writer to the Kenner Star Orthopedic column.

Community
Jefferson Parish offering free overdose rescue
packs at five fire stations
Jefferson Parish has partnered with University
Medical Center New Orleans, the Spirit of Charity
Foundation, St. Bernard Parish and Orleans Parish
to offer free overdose rescue packs to anyone over
the age of 18.
The packs, which are available at five fire stations across Jefferson Parish, include one dose of
intra-nasal naloxone, along with instructions on
how to identify an overdose and administer the
medication, which is designed to rapidly reverse
the life-threatening effects of an opioid overdose.
No personal information will be collected and
kits will be distributed at no cost. Naloxone included
in Jefferson Parish’s overdose rescue packs is supplied by the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority, the public service provider for mental health,
addictive disorders and developmental disabilities.
“Opioid overdoses in Jefferson Parish have increased 69 percent from 2019 to 2020, and Fentanyl
overdoses have more than doubled,” said Jefferson
Parish Chief Administrative Assistant Sarah Bab-

cock, MPH. “We are grateful for this partnership as
these alarming trends continue not only in our region, but throughout Louisiana. The ability to easily
provide access to naloxone could be the difference
between life and death for those struggling with addiction.”
Overdose rescue packs can be obtained Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at
any of the locations listed below.
Fire Station #13: 4642 Calumet Street, Metairie
Fire Station #26: 115 Hickory Avenue, Harahan
Fire Station #31: 10423 Jefferson Highway,
River Ridge
Fire Station #39: 401 Vintage Drive, Kenner
Fire Station #76: 4040 U.S. 90, Avondale
For more information about Jefferson Parish, visit www.JeffParish.net. Residents can also
receive regular updates by following Jefferson
Parish on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @
JeffParishGov or by texting JPALERT or JPNOTICIAS to 888-777.

Government
Kenner City Council upcoming meeting dates
The Kenner City Council’s upcoming February 2022 meeting dates will be Thursday, February
3, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. On Friday, February 18, 2022,
the council meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m.
Until further notice, all Kenner City Council meetings will be held in the Macy’s Building
(north entrance) in The Esplanade mall located at
1401 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

To see the upcoming council meeting agendas, visit the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
Currently, the council meetings are not being
live streamed because of service provider limitations. Afterward, however, the entire meetings will
be available for viewing on the KennerTV YouTube
channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/kennertvonline.

Education
Looking forward to continued
success in 2022
By James Gray, Ed.D.
As we embark
on a new year, I’m
compelled to extend my deepest gratitude to
our JP Schools family. Your strong sense of unity,
communal pride and willingness to look after
one another has led the way for us to overcome
the obstacles and adverse circumstances
we were presented with last year. As
a community, you have shown continuous commitment and dedication to our children. This has
helped to advance our district
and gives me great optimism for
the upcoming year.
The start of the new year also
allows us to reflect on what we have
accomplished together. I’m proud of the
notable steps our district has taken since my
tenure began. We have maintained the ability to
consistently keep our schools open despite the
fluctuating circumstances of the ongoing pandemic and Hurricane Ida devastating our area.
We’ve implemented programs such as Summer
Bridge and Mission to Mastery, two solutionoriented programs developed to address and
resolve learning loss amongst our students. We
are also one of only 20 Louisiana school systems
to improve on our District Performance Score,
which serves as our state report card.

While I’m proud of those accomplishments,
I also recognize that we have a long road ahead
to create the school system that our families
and students deserve. When you have a quality
school system and people invest in that system,
the better off we all are as a community. We view
Jefferson Parish Schools as a subset
of Jefferson Parish as a whole.
The more we work together,
the more we can make Jefferson Parish better.
I’m certain that we
will accomplish great
things together this year
and look forward to continuing to advance our district by
working together. I wish you and
your families a happy and successful year
and am looking forward to 2022 with great
expectation.
Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse
district in Louisiana, serving around 51,000
students. Dr. Gray is a 25-year veteran of public
education and most recently served as Jefferson
Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP Schools on Instagram and Twitter at @jpschools.
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“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 504-468-9125

KENNER CHIEF OF POLICE RACE HEATS UP
BEFORE IT EVEN GETS STARTED!
Sigur shocked by Conley's misleading flyer!

In Mid-January, Councilman Mike Sigur sent out an impressive tri-fold
mailer kicking off his campaign for Kenner’s next Chief of Police. It touts
his 40 years of law enforcement experience
with the Kenner Police Department and
his experience in city government including
his tenure on the city council and serving
as “acting mayor” for over a year. One of

Apparently, the mailer has upset the Keith Conley
Campaign as they sent out their own mailer two weeks
later misleading voters and accusing Sigur of being
deceitful regarding Caraway and Glazer’s support.
They altered Sigur’s mailer (see right) and then had
the audacity to accuse Sigur of being deceitful.

11

the panels has a photo of Sigur in uniform surrounded by the four Chiefs
of Police (Chief Sal Lentini, Chief Nick Congemi, Chief Steve Caraway and
present Chief Michael Glazer) that he
served under with the headline “MIKE
SIGUR HAS GAINED INVALUABLE
EXPERIENCE WORKING UNDER 4 CHIEFS
OF POLICE FOR THE CITY OF KENNER.”
(see left)

Mike Sigur stated “I am shocked that the Conley
campaign would stoop this low this fast. Qualifying
has just begun and I was hoping we could have
avoided this type of campaigning; the people of
Kenner deserve better.”
Paid for by the Mike Sigur Campaign Fund
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Commercial and Residential Contractor
New Construction • Remodeling

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

Law
The serious present and future
ramifications of a DWI/DUI
conviction
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS

Rooﬁng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

FREE ESTIMATES
John Hollander

Gary Hollander

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

504-292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured
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111 Veterans Blvd

Sundays 5pm to 8pm

Obviously, the best way to prevent harming
yourself, others and your future is not to drink and
drive. The laws against drunk driving are strict, and, if
you drink and drive, you risk not only your life and the
lives of others, but also your freedom, your finances
and your future.
In Louisiana, it is illegal to drive any motor vehicle, watercraft or other means of conveyance with a
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08% or above,
and there are lower limits, .02%, for drivers under 21,
and for drivers of commercial vehicles, .04%. The DWI
laws also cover driving under the influence of drugs
(DUI), both illegal, and in some cases legal drugs, the
severe penalties of which are the same. If a driver under 21 has a BAC of .08% or above, he will be charged
as an adult.
A conviction for a first offense DWI/DUI is a
criminal offense and is punishable by a fine of $300 to
$1000 and at least 10 days up to six months in jail. Any
subsequent DWI/DUI within 10 years of the first conviction will be considered additional offenses and will
carry harsher penalties. The jail sentence imposed
upon a first offense may only be suspended by the
judge if the offender is placed on probation with the
minimum condition that he serve two days in jail or
complete at least 32 hours of court-approved community service (half of which must be litter pickup). In
addition, an offender must participate in a substance
abuse program, complete a driver improvement program, attend a M.A.D.D. victims impact program, and
sometimes have an ignition interlock system installed
in the vehicle, or license suspension. Furthermore, if
the BAC is .15% up to .20%, the offender must serve an
additional two days of mandatory jail time. If the BAC
is .20% or more, in addition to all of the above, the
minimum fine increases to $750, license suspension
for two years and an ignition interlock device must be
installed on the vehicle for 12 months. Although the
fine may not seem very high, remember most of these
programs have additional fees and costs associated
with them.
Many drivers with otherwise clean records have
been arrested for DWI/DUI and suddenly found their
lives in a dizzying tailspin from which they could not
pull out. The conviction has major ramifications;
some of which can linger for years. Most of us are
aware of the short-term consequences, including
driver’s license suspension, fees and fines, high insurance premiums, court-mandated community service,
participation in drunk driving education classes and
even jail time. Unfortunately, the long-term shock
waves from a DWI/DUI can cause the greatest pain.
Even after you pay your fines and fulfill your legal
obligations, your conviction can still undermine your
future opportunities and haunt your life for years.
Some long-term consequences of a DWI/DUI conviction include a conviction that can result in a driver’s
license suspension of up to two years and losing the
privilege to drive a car

Your current job may be affected by a DWI/DUI
arrest or conviction. Court dates, jail time, license
suspension, community service hours and other court
mandated programs can wreak havoc on your work
schedule and put your job at risk. In addition, job
seekers may be at a severe disadvantage to other applicants if they have a DWI/DUI conviction on their
records. Many employers are uncomfortable hiring
applicants who have convictions. While your conviction may have nothing to do with the job you are applying for, it could hinder your prospects, as some employers will see you as a risk. Jobs that require driving
such as sales, truck driving, delivery, catering, cab,
Uber, Lyft, etc. may be closed to you. Most employers
conduct criminal background checks before hiring
job applicants. A DWI/DUI conviction can appear on
a background check and could make it difficult for
you to secure a job, especially if the job requires driving. Background checks will also likely be ordered by
college admissions, housing and financial aid offices.
Similarly, many landlords will conduct a background
check on potential residential and commercial tenants and a DWI/DUI conviction could jeopardize your
chances of getting the place you want.
Following a conviction, your automobile insurance rates will likely increase significantly. You are
now considered “high-risk” or “special-risk” by the insurance companies. This rate increase will remain for
several years. Some insurance companies may even
drop your coverage all together.
A DWI/DUI arrest, and not even a conviction,
can adversely affect the way you are perceived by
your family, friends, peers, neighbors, coworkers and
employers. Even if you try to keep it under wraps,
your arrest is public record and may be publicized by
local media in newspapers, television and/or on the
internet and can permanently stain your reputation.
Many schools and other professional programs
do not accept students who have DWI/DUI convictions on their records. If you are accepted, you may
not qualify for scholarships and other financial aid
based on your prior conviction. Many colleges and
other professional programs require applicants to
disclose any criminal history on their applications.
A conviction can have many devastating repercussions for years afterward.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should
not be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center,
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at
504-704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.
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Finance
Questions about Social Security
that can help you plan your
retirement
By Maria T. Alvarez
Social Security benefits are part of the retirement plan of almost every American worker.
If you’re among the many people covered under
Social Security, you should know what your future
benefit may be. These monthly payments are likely
to be an important part of your retirement income.
We base your benefit payment on how much
you earned during your working career. Higher
lifetime earnings result in higher benefits. If there
were some years you didn’t work or had low earnings, your benefit amount may be lower than if you
had worked steadily. Even if you never worked and
did not pay Social Security taxes, you may be eligible for spouse’s retirement benefits. This requires
that you are at least 62 years old, and your spouse
must already be receiving retirement or disability
benefits. If you and your spouse were comparable
lifetime wage earners, you are not likely eligible to
draw on your spouse’s record.
Our online retirement portal at www.ssa.gov/
retirement is a great place to start mapping out your
retirement plan. For example, have you considered
the following?
What is the right time for you to start receiving
your retirement benefits?

What documents you may need to provide SSA
for your retirement application?
Which factors may affect your retirement benefits?
What you should remember to do after you apply for retirement benefits?
You can use your personal my Social Security
account at www.ssa.gov/myaccount to get an instant
estimate of your future retirement benefits. You can
also see the effects of starting your retirement benefits
at different ages.
You may also be wondering about the following
things.
Benefits for a spouse or children.
How work affects your benefits.
If you will have to pay taxes on your benefits.
Medicare.
You can learn more at www.ssa.gov/retirement.
Please share this information with family and friends
to help them prepare for their retirement.
Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Administration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisiana. To
find your local SSA office phone number go to https://
secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp. For more Social Security information, call the toll-free phone number,
1-800-772-1213.

Community
Kenner Rotary Club hosts run/walk in February
The Rotary Club of Kenner will host the Laketown Distance Festival Run/Walk on Saturday, February 12, 2022 originating in Laketown at 6000 Williams Boulevard.
Races will be 5k, 10K and 10 Mile Run/Walk and
the course will be out and back on the lakefront jogging pathway.
The event is produced by New Orleans Running
Systems Road Race Management (NORSI).
Sponsorships are available at $800, $500 and
$250 levels. Proceeds benefit numerous community
service programs coordinated annually by the Ken-

ner Rotary Club such as the Kenner Food Bank, Kenner school supplies funding drive, college scholarship program and the holiday food basket program.
For more information visit the event registration site posted at www.NOLArunning.com, email
chuck@nolarunning.com or call the race director,
Chuck George, at 504-884-7565.
The Kenner Rotary Club meets in person every
second and fourth Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in Kenner
at Chateau Golf and Country Club, located at 3600
Chateau Boulevard.

GOT GOLD
or SILVER
SILVER?
?
WE PAY
CASH!!
PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”
3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 504-305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

www.chateaucafe.com

Excellent Burgers
Inside Dining
Available!
BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade Ave.
504-465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
504-286-1777

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!
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Finance

What should you do with a tax refund?
By Christina Sulli Wilson
Are you expecting a tax refund this
year? If so, what will
you do with it?
Of course, the
answer largely depends on the size of your refund.
For the 2020 tax year, the average refund was about
$2,800, according to the Internal Revenue Service.
But whether your refund this year will be about that
size, smaller or larger, you can find ways to benefit
from the money.

Listed below are some possibilities.
Contribute to your IRA. You’ve got until April
18 to fully fund your IRA for the 2021 tax year. But if
you’ve already reached the maximum for 2021, you
could use some, or all, of your refund for your 2022
contribution. Assuming you did get around $2,800,
you’d be almost halfway to the $6,000 annual contribution limit. If you’re 50 or older, you can contribute
up to $7,000.
Invest in a 529 plan. If you have children or
grandchildren, you might want to invest your refund
in a 529 education savings plan. A 529 plan’s earnings

Transitions happen. Take charge
of your future.
Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
2400 Veterans Blvd Ste 484
Kenner, LA 70062
504-467-3995

> edwardjones.com
MKT-5894M-A

can grow federal income-tax free, and withdrawals are federal income-tax free provided the money is
used for qualified education expenses. If you invest in
your own state’s plan, you might get a tax deduction
or credit. A 529 plan can be used to pay for college,
vocational training and even some K-12 expenses in
some states. Plus, if you name one child as a beneficiary, and that child’s educational journey does not
require the funds from a 529 plan, you may change
the beneficiary to another eligible family member of
the original beneficiary.
Add to the “cash” part of your portfolio. It’s
generally a smart move to keep at least a portion
of your overall investment portfolio in cash or cash
equivalents, because the presence of cash can help
you in two ways. First, since its value won’t change,
it can help cushion, at least to a degree, the effects
of market volatility on your portfolio. And second, by
having cash available, you’ll be ready to take advantage of attractive investment opportunities when they
arise.
Boost your emergency fund. You could use your
tax refund to start or supplement an emergency fund.
Ideally, this fund should contain three to six months’
worth of living expenses, with the money kept in a
liquid, low-risk account. (If you’re already retired, you

might need this fund to cover a full year’s worth of expenses.) Without such a fund, you might be forced to
dip into long-term investments to pay for costly housing or auto repairs or large medical bills.
Reduce your debt load. It’s not always easy to
minimize your debt load, even if you’re careful about
your spending habits. But the lower your debt payments, the more money you’ll have available to invest
for your future. So, you may want to consider using
some of your tax refund to pay off some debts, or at
least reduce them, starting with those that carry the
highest interest rates.
Donate to charity. You could use part of your
refund to donate to a charitable organization whose
work you support. And if you itemize on your tax return, part of your gift may be deductible.
A tax refund is always nice to receive – and it’s
even better when you put the money to good use.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor
with Edward Jones. Due to Hurricane Ida, Wilson’s
office is temporarily located at 2400 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 484 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached
at 504-467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide
tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or qualified
tax advisor regarding your situation.
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“Golden Age” of Saints football truly all about Payton, Brees
By Ken Trahan
For those of us
blessed to have been
born and raised in
the New Orleans area
and now in the senior citizen category, we have
been privy to the 55-year history of the New Orleans
Saints.
Though the journey has been fun, it has often
been an exercise in futility, frustrating.
Of course, the first 21 years, the franchise
languished in losing, an ignominious failure with no
winning seasons.
Then, Jim Finks and Jim Mora formed a dynamic duo which provided New Orleans with a winner, credibility and a sense of pride as “Who Dat?”
became as household phrase and remains both viable and popular.
After Finks got ill and eventually passed away,
the core group of players who helped the Saints to
four playoff appearances from 1987 to 1992 aged
and eventually departed. There was an organizational leadership vacuum and ultimately, the franchise slowly faded into mediocrity and eventually
into oblivion.
Randy Mueller and Jim Haslett had a special
season in 2000 when the Saints won their first-ever
playoff game.
Through the awful season of 2005, the Saints
had enjoyed just five playoff appearances and one
playoff win in 38 years.
Sean Payton arrived in the midst of devastation to a city and region with mass departures of
citizenry.
Mickey Loomis had the foresight to take a
chance on a young coach who had never been a
head coach previously. Loomis struck gold for the
black and gold.
Payton and Loomis took a chance on Drew
Brees when no one else would. It was a career-making, franchise-making decision.
Brees and Payton became joined at the hip.
They were inevitably, inexplicably tied together.
The feeling here was that the two who came in
together would likely depart together.
That nearly occurred.
Payton lasted just one season without Brees,
whom he tried to talk into returning in his final
season.
Thankfully, Brees resisted the urge to play
with a woefully inadequate offensive unit in a Monday night game in Miami.
In 2021, Payton did as good a job as he ever did
in New Orleans.
The 2006 season was special and so was Payton.
The 2009 season is the remembrance of a lifetime, a magical job and time for Payton.
Most recently, four straight NFC South championships were outstanding accomplishments.
So were the nine playoff appearances and
three NFC title game appearances.
This past season, Payton did not have Brees for
the first time.
Payton had to relocate his team after Hurricane Ida.
The Saints had to play a “home” game in Jacksonville to start the season.
Then came COVID issues which crippled the
team’s chances to win at least one game, if not two.
Then came a slew of key injuries, before and
during the season which torpedoed any chance the

team had of contending for a championship.
Having to use four quarterbacks, four kickers
and several players who are clearly not the caliber
of NFL starters, Payton coaxed nine wins out of a
very limited offensive team whose numbers and productivity clearly reflected that. Payton even had to
miss a game.
The Saints drilled the Packers and swept the
Buccaneers. The Saints had the Titans beat and
should have won that contest.
There were the disappointments, including
the 2011 team, arguably the most talented in franchise history, which lost in the final minute at San
Francisco.
The 2012 season was a tough time, a terrible
memory and it took a season away from a group that
had a chance to win with Roger Goodell’s iron-fisted,
harsh judgment and punishment levied on Payton
and his football team.
There was the “Minnesota Miracle” in the 2017
playoffs which really stung.
Then, there was the “Nola No-Call” in the 2018
NFC championship game which will always linger.
Of course, the end of the 2019 season in overtime to the Vikings and the end of the 2020 season
with a playoff loss to Tampa Bay were tough to take.
The critics will always point to winning just
one Super Bowl.
The supporters will always point to winning a
Super Bowl.
To take a franchise from the vast failure over
most of 38 years and from the destruction of Hurricane Katrina to the pinnacle of success stands very
strongly on its merit.
Payton did a terrific job in New Orleans.
While my media requirements had me interact with Payton, particularly in the early years, our
relationship was developed through another entity
which I am deeply involved with.
Payton was an ardent, enthusiastic supporter
of the Saints Hall of Fame, something each and every one of our board members, volunteers, Saints
alumni and Media Selection Committee members
deeply appreciate.
In the ultimate ironic twist, Tuesday was a day
where we scheduled our Saints Hall of Fame Media
Selection Committee meeting to nominate and consider our Hall of Fame Class of 2022.
We were in the midst of the meeting when the
word came down about Payton deciding to depart
his job of 16 years with the New Orleans Saints.
Since he arrived in 2006, Payton was fully engaged in helping rebuild the community and helping to rebuild a franchise in the midst of a stadium
basically being rebuilt.
Payton was fully engaged in the history of the
franchise, in the former players, and he went a long
way to establish strong relationships with most of
those individuals, who were not always on the best
of terms with the organization.
As such, Payton was fully engaged in the Saints
Hall of Fame.
Every year, Payton would provide his opinion
on those under consideration for induction. That
was not the case this year and now we know why.
Then, Payton would attend as many press conferences and inductions for the Saints Hall of Fame.
Additionally, Payton helped plan and execute
press conferences at the team facility to introduce
our Hall of Fame classes.
Beginning in 2006, Payton, Loomis and the
Saints became full sponsors of our annual Saints

Hall of Fame Celebrity Golf Classic, playing in the
event annually, most always in Kenner at Chateau
Country Club and delivering many of his current
players to participate in the events, making them
inherently better and more attractive to the general
public participating in the events.
When Payton arrived, he and his staff visited
the Saints Hall of Fame Museum, then in Rivertown,
Kenner and they were intrigued by the museum and
the history of the team.
Payton wanted to know about relations with
Saints alumni and how it could be improved from
the team’s perspective. I gave him some thoughts
and I can tell you he acted on one decisively.
Ultimately, former Saints players came to like
and respect Payton because he liked them and
showed respect to them, hosting them at the team
facility every year on the annual Saints Hall of Fame
weekend, inviting them to practice and then having
lunch with them. It went a long way with the alumni.
Payton asked me about Tom Dempsey, if I had
contact with the Saints Hall of Fame inductee.
Upon answering in the affirmative, I put Payton in touch with Tom and they became very friendly.
Payton eventually met Dempsey at the Saints Hall of
Fame Museum in Kenner.
The backstory was a good one.
When Payton was a youngster, all of nine-years
old, he was waiting by the gate where players exited
the practice field at a Philadelphia Eagles training
camp practice.
Payton got to carry Dempsey’s helmet to the
dormitory at the training facility.
While many others passed by, Dempsey
stopped to sign an autograph for Payton in very
congenial fashion. Payton still has that autograph.
It was Payton’s first autograph from a professional
football player.
The seed was planted.
Payton never forgot it.
New Orleans will never forget Payton.
Rest assured, Payton will never forget New
Orleans, where he is moving into a new home very
soon.

Sean Payton will always have a home in New
Orleans and New Orleans will always be home for
Payton, whether he is here physically or not.
In this life, nothing lasts forever. It is all temporary, fleeting in nature.
Knowing how good a coach Payton is and at his
age (58), my guess is that he will coach in the NFL
again while television is most likely the next step in
his journey.
If he does, it will not diminish what he accomplished here and what he provided for a fabulous
fan base.
If he wants to, he should as he is an excellent
coach who still has game.
The time has come for a new chapter in New
Orleans Saints history.
The historical perspective of the Saints was
enhanced, basically re-written by Payton.
Should Payton return to coaching with a rival
team, at some point, there will be a hard pill to swallow but one we would have to swallow, grudgingly,
and then to dismiss the disappointment and remain
extremely thankful for what the coach brought to
the New Orleans area.
Payton’s time is gone as coach of the Saints
but the memories will last forever as the “Golden
Age of the Black and Gold,” in full concert with Loomis and Brees.
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports
director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s
Original Prep Report” on Friday nights during the
football season and “The Three Tailgaters Show”
with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings from 10:00
a.m. until noon. Trahan has served as the general
manager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome since its inception in 1988 and does morning sports for all four
Cumulus radio stations in the New Orleans area.
Trahan serves as the president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works with Life Resources Ministries and
is president and emcee of the Greater New Orleans
Quarterback Club.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
DonatÚns | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operatÚn over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 504-830-7979 • FAX 504-831-2609
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Latin American News

2022 tax preparedness
By Rafael E. Saddy
The Internal
Revenue Service announced that the
nation’s tax season
starts on January 24, 2022, when the tax agency
will begin accepting and processing 2022 tax
year returns. You may not have to file a federal
income tax return if your income is below a certain amount. However, you must file a tax return
to claim a refundable tax credit or a refund for
withheld income tax or if you worked with an
ITIN Number. The IRS issues ITINs for federal
tax purposes and ITINs are for tax reporting only.
ITINs do not authorize a person to work in the U.S.
or provide eligibility for Social Security benefits.
Choose a reputable tax preparer or company
familiar with tax codes, tax credits and legal deductions. You can find a trained tax preparer at
the IRS’s tax preparer directory listed by zip code
on their website. Check registration of your certified public accountants with the state board of
certified public accountants and you can check
lawyers with the Louisiana State Bar Association.
You should ask in advance, what the fee
would be for processing your return. Do not use
a tax preparer who wants your tax refund deposited in their bank account. Make sure they mail
your refund check to your address or direct deposit into your bank account. If the preparer offers you an advance refund, please note this is a

loan and you should understand the payback conditions beforehand because this advance of your
refund will probably cost you money.
The IRS has a variety of other free options
available to help taxpayers, ranging from free assistance at Volunteer Income Tax Assistance and
Tax Counseling for the Elderly locations across
the country to the availability of the IRS Free
File program.
The IRS strongly encourages people to file
their tax returns electronically to minimize errors and for faster refunds – as well as having
all the information they need to file an accurate
return to avoid delays. The IRS’s Free File program allows taxpayers who made $73,000 or less
in 2021 to file their taxes electronically free using software provided by commercial tax filing
companies. In addition to IRS Free File, the IRS’s
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance and Tax Counseling for the Elderly programs is also available
free for basic tax return preparation to qualified
individuals.
To avoid processing delays and speed refunds, the IRS urges people to organize and
gather 2021 tax records including Social Security numbers, Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers, Adoption Taxpayer Identification
Numbers and this year’s Identity Protection
Personal Identification Numbers valid for calendar year 2022.

Also check IRS.gov for the latest tax information, including the latest on reconciling
advance payments of the Child Tax Credit or
claiming a Recovery Rebate Credit for missing
stimulus payments.
Set up or log in securely at IRS.gov/account
to access personal tax account information including balance, payments and tax records including adjusted gross income.
File a complete and accurate return electronically when ready and choose direct deposit
for the quickest refund.
The filing deadline to submit 2021 tax returns or an extension to file and pay tax owed is
Monday, April 18, 2022, for most taxpayers. Taxpayers requesting an extension will have until
Monday, October 17, 2022, to file.
For more information go to www.irs.gov/filing. For Spanish click on Español.
Community Announcements
Kenner Hispanic Fest – Honors the rich
and diverse Hispanic legacy in Kenner and the
surrounding region. Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the 2022 fest will be held Saturday, March
12 starting at 3:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 13
starting at 2:00 p.m. Venue TBA. The event will
include colorful activities for the whole family,
Latin food, live international and local music,
dances and crafts.

There are many opportunities for participation in this event, including being a title sponsor,
presenter or food vendor. Visit www.galamusic.
org for more information or call 850-766-4602
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 504-469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click
on the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
Kenner City webpage – For information
about city resources and information in Spanish
go to www.kenner.la.us, scroll down and click on
Información en Español (information in Spanish).
I leave you with this thought. “Taxation is
the price which civilized communities pay for the
opportunity of remaining civilized.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity
Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL)
and serves on the governing board of directors of
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Living
Best part-time jobs for seniors
By Michelle Lovitt
A study published in the Journal of Population
Ageing found that
retirees were twice as likely to feel symptoms of
depression than those still working, as reported
by USA Today.
Part-time jobs are a fantastic way to stay
busy, earn extra money and do something you love.
If you are a retiree looking to get back in the work-

force a couple of days a week, we recommend
searching for a position with flexible hours that
can provide a sense of fulfillment and purpose. Below is my list of the best part-time jobs for retirees.
Nanny
Nannies are not just caregivers. They are
also teachers, friends and sometimes even surrogate parents. They act as a support system for
children seeking guidance, love and education.
For retired teachers and nurses, part-time nanny

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL
4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

work is a wonderful way to earn a little extra income while doing something you love. Nannies
make anywhere between $18 to $21 per hour. Not
bad wages for part-time work!
Lyft or Uber Driver
Uber and Lyft are transportation companies
that connect drivers with riders. Rather than calling a taxi, you can download an app on your phone
and quickly access drivers in your area. For retirees looking to make a little extra money while also
setting their own schedule, becoming a driver is a
great part-time job. Uber and Lyft drivers can also
earn higher wages than taxi drivers because there
are aggressive bonuses based on the number of
rides per day and other driving goals.
Pet sitter
Would you like to make money for simply
watching other people’s pets? Companies like
Wag and Rover connect sitters with pet owners.
Pet sitting is an excellent part-time job for animal-loving retirees. Not only do you watch pets in
the comfort of your own home, but you also get
to choose which pets you sit for. There is a rating
system on both pets, which means you know what
you’re getting into before agreeing to watch someone else’s cat or dog.
Golf course starter
If you enjoy being on the links as much as
possible, consider becoming a part-time starter.
The job is relatively simple and requires little

training. The primary responsibility is checking
tee times and making sure golfers stay on schedule. The main perk is you get to be on the course
for hours at a time while getting a healthy dose
of vitamin-D and chatting with golfers as they
tee off. You can advise them on their swing speed
or course secrets to shave a few strokes off their
round. There is nothing quite like the smell of a
freshly cut fairway!
As reported by Experian, the average age
of retirement is 62 years old. Consequently, the
last third of life will be spent in retirement for
most of us. However, we often find ourselves like
a boat without an oar, drifting through retirement without direction. Lack of structure, social
isolation and a fixed income can result in unexpected depression. A clever solution is to reenter
the workforce. I hope the job suggestions above
give you a good starting point if you want to work
part-time.
Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon
Care Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in
Metairie. For more information and to schedule
a personal tour of Metairie’s newest residential
assisted living home, call 252-2640 or email
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon
Care Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.
com.

Entertainment
Big games and big celebrations
at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller
Congratulations
on making it through
the holidays! Don’t get us wrong, we love the holidays just as much as everyone else, but they can also
be stressful. What better way to let off some steam
from all those stressful celebrations than with some
celebrations that are much more laid back? We’ve
got pro football’s biggest game coming up and, of
course, Mardi Gras is on the way. Get your “krewe”
together early to watch the big game!
But what about our own games, you ask? Aw,
come on. You know Treasure Chest has all your favorite slots and we’re always bringing in new ones. Two of
the newbies we’re excited about come from the Wicked
Wheel series – Wicked Wheel Fire Phoenix and Wicked
Wheel Panda. If you like the legendary Wheel of Fortune slots, you’ll love Wicked Wheel. These extensions
of the award-winning Smoking Hot Stuff Wicked Wheel,
the Fire Phoenix and Panda themes feature 243 ways to
win and familiar wheels and progressive pick bonuses
with random multipliers and nudges! Winning is always
fun, but with these games, winning is wicked!

While you’re getting together here to watch
the big game, don’t miss the chance to make it even
more interesting with our FanDuel Sportsbook.
FanDuel is America’s number one sportsbook with
more ways to bet, the best and fairest odds and faster payouts! Have some drinks, some game day food
favorites and collect your winnings immediately!
It’s the best way to get in on the win!
February is a great time to have Treasure
Chest Casino as your kind of place, right here in
Kenner. We look forward to celebrating with you
and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!
Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21
or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.
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Kenner School Spotlight:
GREEN LAWN ELEMENTARY
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is a school of excellence in Kenner, LA. As a SACS accredited
school, Greenlawn offers a safe and dynamic learning environment for a diversity of students
in grades Pre-K through 5. The students of Greenlawn are provided with the knowledge to
succeed in the present and to be the leaders of the future as a result of the engaging
teaching methods of its certified teachers and library media specialist. Greenlawn believes
it is important to exercise the mind and body by providing its students with top technology
such as Promethean Boards and with the health exercise program, CATCH. Greenlawn’s
faculty and staff strive to make learning fun and engaging for all of its students by providing
them with educational tools that are useful, beneficial, and above all, “for the kids.”

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on
Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 504-443-8000.

Business
KBA donates to city of Kenner

The Kenner Business Association, known as the KBA, recently donated $5,173
to the Kenner Fire Department and $2,000 to the Kenner Food Bank.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger
Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

PH: 504-704-1194 • FAX: 504-364-9366
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Treasure Chest
from page 1

Treasure Chest will bring more jobs, more tax
revenue and more visitors for the city of Kenner
and Jefferson Parish – and it will significantly enhance the Treasure Chest experience, giving our
guests a bigger and better gaming entertainment
experience than ever before.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said, “The Treasure Chest has been an invaluable corporate and
community partner in Kenner for 27 years. The
Treasure Chest continues to help support our
police department, city council districts and our
capital projects, and debt reduction funds. But
more than that, Treasure Chest and Boyd Gaming

Driftwood
from page 1

government officials,” said Matt Davis, Driftwood
Park Civic Association’s (DPCA) president.
“It’s great to have this more than 50-year tradition return to the city,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
said. “We are all looking forward to the return of
the Driftwood Mardi Gras parade.”
As per custom, the DPCA board met two
months prior to the parade to choose 2022’s king
and queen. As tradition dictates, the board then
traveled to the king and queen’s homes, gifting
bottles of champagne along with king and queen
Driftwood flags to announce their coronations. The
Driftwood royalty then ride in convertibles for a
ceremonial toast at the parade’s starting spot, Nassau and Gelpi avenues, where the formal proclamations are made. “The kings and queens are chosen
based upon the contributions they have made not
only to the Driftwood neighborhood but also to the
community at large,” said Davis. This year’s queen
is Bonnie Daspit of Nassau Avenue and Marcel
Gonzales of Montego Drive is this year’s king.
Past Driftwood parades consisted of families
from Bimini Avenue, Emile Avenue, Lucaya Drive,
Madera Court and Nassau Avenue, creating their
own floats sometimes with ornaments and moving parts on a smaller scale but similar to floats
parading down St. Charles Avenue in New Orleans.
“More importantly, entire families were involved

Ochsner
from page 1

anywhere in your body, to questions about your
family medical history.
“Having a primary care doctor that is right for

support our community in many other important
ways – both big and small – such as the recent
$50,000 donation to the Kenner Food Bank. We are
thrilled their move
on-land will be
happening
soon and are
confident this
expansion will
bring an exciting
future in Kenner, a continued partnership and great
success.”
Boyd Gaming anticipates starting construction on the project by early summer of 2022. For

OPEN FOR
LUNCH
11 AM

******

fund city capital projects with the balance going
to each of the five council districts and will be
used to pay off debt. Millions and millions of dollars in street, drainage and sewer work, among
other capital improvements, have been paid for
by Treasure Chest Casino monies benefitting all
five council districts, contributing to a major part
of infrastructure improvement in the city over
the last three years.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The
casino’s phone number is 504-443-8000 and the
website is www.treasurechestcasino.com.

including children
Tran decided that this
stead of making floats. “Overnight, huge interest was
who would continKenner tradition must
generated from the neighborhood about this new concontinue on. They
ue with the tradicept which involves keeping the older traditions, inbrought the Driftwood
tion year after year,”
cluding the beloved parade route, and merging them
Civic Association back
said Davis. “The
with newer concepts and ideas,” said Davis.
to life at a meeting at
parade is extremely
This year’s 2022 parade begins at 1:00 p.m.
former DPCA Presi- and includes over 20 floats and boats with a theme
family-oriented
with a reasonable
of “Floating back to Normalcy.” The parade also indent John Dehaven’s
parade distanced
cludes the Gold Dusters Dance Team, dance groups,
home. “We elected a
route allowing for
antique Volkswagens, elementary school open dinew board of officers
children to take
and hosted a May 2021 vision state champions dance team St. Ann Skippart in a real Mardi
pers, elementary school bands from Tom Benson,
crawfish boil at Galatas
Gras parade.”
Playground,” said Davis, Kenner Discovery, Our Lady of Perpetual Help and
At the 50-year
Christian Brothers and more. Louisiana State John
“which was supported by
mark three years
Schroder will also participate.
the city administration
ago, many of the
“The DPCA board truly thanks Kenner Mayor
and Kenner Mayor Ben
older
Driftwood
Ben Zahn, Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser,
Zahn. As a result, over
members decided
Kenner Fire Chief Terrance Morris and the entire
150 new people signed
to parade one last
up from the neighbor- Kenner City Council for providing the resources
hood signifying a re- needed to put on this outstanding family event,”
time. The parade
newed interest and con- said Davis.
was then dormant
tinuation of the parade.
for two years folA 50-year reunion party of past kings and
lowed by an addiThe DPCA board meets
queens was held on January 21, 2022, at Joey
and
Metal
Flattened
PaperDriftwood Madera Court home,
tional year due to
bi-monthly and enjoys
Virginia LaHatte’s
Driftwood Parade Queen Bonnie Daspit
Cans
Cardboard
COVID.
spending time with
which was previously owned by two former kings
and King Marcel Gonzales
In early 2021,
each other, discussing
and queens, Christina and Michael Carter, queen
nine people from the Driftwood Subdivision met
neighborhood safety issues and betterments, while
and king of 2017, and king of 1979, the late Waldo
with Davis. Those Kenner residents included Matt
enjoying wine and cheese at each meeting.”
“Rook” Shank.
Brown, Cindy Catalano, Frank Catalanotto, Bryan
This year’s parade captain, LaHatte, and Davis
“The Driftwood Subdivision is one of the oldest
Condon II, Christine Ross Hurlbut, Stephanie
formulated an idea to the association Plastic
members ofBottles
and best Kenner neighborhoods as said by many
Glass
Ponze King, Joey LaHatte, Jeremy Ross and Beebe
decorating and pulling small boats in the parade in- and is back stronger than ever,”
said Davis.

ONLY place these items in
the recycling container

& Jugs

you is important to staying healthy and being the
best version of yourself. An established relationship with a primary care physician leads to consistent and efficient care. By conducting routine
screenings, your physician may be able to catch
small problems that could lead to more serious

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

******

a video preview of the all-new Treasure Chest Casino, visit www.treasurechest.com.
Currently, the city of Kenner receives approximately $4 million
annually from
Treasure
Chest with
revenues to
the city expected to increase
when the new casino
is opened. According to a city
ordinance passed in 2021, one-fourth of the revenue collected by the city will help fund the Kenner Police Department, just over one-third will

Beer bucket specials
and great food. WIFI.

Wed. & Sat.
Steak Nite
OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******

Every Day
Burger Day

******

Your physician will help you lead a healthy lifehealth issues,” said Norman Hill, M.D., internal
medicine-pediatrics physician with Ochsner
style and watch for issues or changes that need
Health Center-Driftwood (OHC-Driftwood).
to be addressed. If it is determined that more
Your primary care physician is How
your go-to
specialized care is needed, your Ochsner proto prepare
expert for general health questions, tests, vacci- vider will make sure you’ll get it. Ochsner Health
nations, prescription medications or your
referralsrecyclables
to
includes more than 90 medical specialties and
specialists like dermatologists or psychiatrists. subspecialties.
They will work with you on any acute and chronic
For more information, including a list of
illnesses because they will be familiar with your
primary care providers available at OMC-Kenner
medical history.
and OHC-Driftwood, visit www.ochsner.org or call
At Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner (OMC- 504-468-8600 for OMC-Kenner and 504-443-9500
TM
Kenner)
and OHC-Driftwood,
primary
care
for OHC-Driftwood. Don’t bag it
Empty.
Clean. your
Dry.
team Keep
monitorsalland
tracks your health
recyclables
free over time.
Never put recyclables
of food and liquid
in containers or bags

NEVER place these items in the recycling container

GLASS

Plastic Bags
& Wrappers

Clothing
& Shoes

Soiled Paper

Greasy
Pizza Boxes

Styrofoam

Tools
Food
Toys

Electronics
& Batteries
Construction
Waste

Medical Waste
Yard Waste
Diapers
Scrap Metal
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Family Owned, We Shop For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services
has provided local families and businesses trusted
service and protection

CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A FREE QUOTE.

MARCH 26, 2022 ELECTION
KENNER CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES
KENNER DISTRICT 1
Jacqueline Brown Cockerham
Freddie Davis
“Dee” Dunn
David Weathersby
KENNER DISTRICT 2
“Ronnie” Scharwath
Scott Sigur
KENNER DISTRICT 3
“Joey” LaHatte III
Keith Reynaud

Auto
Boat
Renters

Cycle
Homeowners
Condo
Flood
Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

DANIELLE KORNDORFFER

Real estate agent

KENNER DISTRICT 5
Harold Bodenheimer Jr.
Brian Brennan (incumbent)
Albert “Al” Morella

Kenner Mayor
from page 1

taking that position in October 2011. Prior to
moving to the parish council seat, Zahn was first
elected as Kenner District 3 Councilman in 2006
and was re-elected city councilman in 2010.
Glaser was first elected unopposed as Kenner Police Chief in February 2014. Prior to taking the department’s top post, Glaser had served

24 years with the department, working in patrol,
criminal investigation and the internal affairs
divisions. As deputy chief of police, Glaser had
more than seven years of progressive supervisory
experience along with being a member of KPD’s
executive staff, was responsible for the day-to-day
management of all department operations and division commanders, overseeing the department’s
250 member staff.

List it with Danielle

DKORN504@GMAIL.COM
504-250-1610
WWW.DANIELLENOLAREALTOR.COM
@DANIELLEKREALTOR

D A N I E L L E

Kenner Police Chief
from page 1

Conley oversaw 54 departments and more than
3,500 employees, helping to manage a $650 budget and over $2.2 billion in parish assets. Conley
served as a Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Deputy for
21 years, from May 1982 to March 2003 in special
investigations, vice squad and narcotics divisions.
Conley has also worked as Kenner’s city attorney,
clerk of court and city prosecutor.
Sigur, currently a city councilman, has over
40 years of experience in Kenner law enforcement
beginning his career as a jailer, then becoming a
uniformed patrol officer and detective. Sigur
served as administrative assistant to Kenner
Police Chief Nick Congemi and Kenner Police

Chief Steve Caraway commanding all technical
operations, including communications and was
credited with implementing computers in police
department offices and also in patrol cars. While
serving under Congemi, Sigur was solely responsible for overseeing the design and construction
of the current Kenner Police Complex. Sigur had
worked undercover in the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office Narcotics Division. Elected as Kenner
District 2 Councilman in 2014, Sigur was re-elected as councilman in 2018 and is term limited. For
a year, starting in January 2016, Sigur served as
acting Kenner mayor when then-mayor Mike Yenni vacated the position when elected Jefferson
Parish President and held the position until Ben
Zahn was elected mayor.

Jefferson Parish
Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

K O R N D O R F F E R

CENTURY 21 SELA
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Hot New Slots!

THE BIG GAME IS ALMOST HERE - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13

Some watch for the commercials.

You watch for the win.
Anyone can watch the game (and the commercials) at home.
But if you want to win, you’ll want to be at Treasure Chest Casino
where you can bet with FanDuel Sportsbook.

AMERICA’S #1 SPORTSBOOK!

MORE WAYS TO BET • BEST & FAIREST ODDS • FASTER PAYOUTS

CASINO HOURS*
Sunday - Thursday • 8:00am - 2:00am
Friday & Saturday • 8:00am - 5:00am
*Hours are subject to change, please visit our website and social media for most up to date information.
Management reserves all rights. ©2022 Boyd Gaming Corporation®. All rights reserved.

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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