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Kenner Mayor Michael Glaser takes office and makes swift changes, 
more on the way

All of city of Kenner’s elected officials were 
sworn in at an inauguration ceremony held at the 
Pontchartrain Center on July 1, 2022, and their 
terms will run until June 30, 2026.

Kenner officials seated in the front row are 
Councilwoman-at-Large Kristi K. McKinney, Po-
lice Chief Keith Conley, Mayor Michael J. Glaser 
and Councilman-at-Large Thomas P. “Tom” Will-
mott.

The Kenner officials in the back row are 
District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan, District 
4 Councilman George L. Branigan, District 3 
Councilman Joey LaHatte, District 2 Council-
man Ronnie Scharwath and District 1 Council-
woman Dee Dunn.   

Kenner Mayor Mi-
chael Glaser and his 
administration moved 
quickly after taking office 
on July 5, 2022, on work 
to open the city’s gyms to 
the public and to get as 
many employees as pos-

sible quickly out of the Macy’s Building, two of his 
immediate priorities.

Mayor Glaser directed an inspection of Build-
ing C on the Kenner City Hall campus at 1801 Wil-
liams Boulevard, and it was determined the storm 
damage was not as severe as originally thought.

The building’s HVAC system was inspected 
and serviced, a professional cleaning crew handled 
dusting, sweeping, mopping and vacuuming. In 
addition, all carpeting was shampooed, and a thor-

ough pest control treatment was applied on all four 
floors. Beginning in early July, five departments 
moved from Macy’s or other locations and into 
building C – Kenner Communications, Personnel, 
City Attorney, IT and Civil Service for the city and 
the police and fire departments.

More changes are on the way and soon Ken-
ner City Council meetings will no longer be held at 
Macy’s where lingering internet issues affect the 
quality of live-streaming and have made many daily 
operations very difficult.

On the recreation front, Mayor Glaser said he 
instructed Kenner Recreation Director Charles Il-
lanne to take the necessary steps to open the city’s 
nine gyms as soon as possible.

A main issue for many of the gyms was the 
sport court floors, which were taken up immedi-
ately after the hurricane so that restoration crews 

could minimize water damage and mold.
At Muss Bertolino Gym, in mid-July the con-

tractor began to paint the unlined sport court floor 
with the proper multi-sport markings.

Getting the courts re-installed in the other 
gyms has been a much more difficult process 
because the floors require a different procedure. 
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Pain is the body’s response to injury, illness 
or stress. There are two types of pain – acute and 
chronic. A specialty service available at Ochsner 
Health Center-Kenner (OHC-Kenner), interven-
tional pain management provides individual-
ized treatment plans focused on both acute and 
chronic pain control.

Acute pain lasts less than three months 
and is typically responsive to many treatments. 
Chronic pain is defined as pain lasting greater 
than three to six months or even years. Chronic 
pain is more complex and could be unresponsive 
to many different treatments. Most importantly, 
chronic pain may affect an individual’s quality of 
life, inhibiting them from performing job duties, 
hobbies or even activities of daily living, includ-
ing self-care.

Interventional pain management physi-
cians use a multidisciplinary approach to treat-
ing chronic pain by utilizing different methods, 
including physical therapy, medications, acu-
puncture, chiropractic care, massage, psychol-
ogy, psychiatry and interventional techniques. 
The interventional methods target specific pain 
conditions related to particular pain sources. 
These conditions are arthritis, muscle pain, 
nerve-related pain, headaches and back pain. 

Pain management providers, like those at 
OHC-Kenner including Kelly Paulk, M.D., Alvah 
Wickboldt, M.D. and Corey Luke, N.P., evaluate 
a patient in the clinic to determine what treat-
ments are best for the patient and order diagnos-
tic testing to confirm from where the pain may 
stem. Diagnostic procedures may also be used to 
further confirm the origin of pain that can assist 
with determining candidacy for longer lasting 
therapeutic procedures. At OHC-Kenner, pain 
management physicians and providers work 
with other specialties such as neurosurgery, or-
thopedics, neurology and the Ochsner Back and 
Spine Center to treat various conditions. 

Interventional pain management provid-
ers may perform a variety of treatments and 
procedures to treat a patient’s pain, including 
epidural steroid injections, peripheral joint in-
jections, muscle injections, nerve blocks of the 
spine and peripheral joints and nerve ablations 
of the spine and peripheral joints.

An interventional pain management pro-
vider can perform minor surgical procedures: 
peripheral nerve stimulation, spinal cord stimu-
lation, kyphoplasty/vertebroplasty and sacroiliac 
joint fusions.

These interventional techniques can help 
control the patient’s pain for long periods and 

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company’s “Auc-
tions in August” fundraiser is a silent auction 
hosted at each of their 19 branches and online 
during the month of August.

Sheila Englert, marketing director, says “Auc-
tions in August is a win-win deal. Donors are recognized for the entire 
month of August and their designated nonprofits receive 100 percent of 
the funds raised.”

At the end of the auction, winning bidders can make their pay-
ments by using a credit card or writing a check directly to the non-profit  

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
Company “Auctions in August” 
benefits non-profits

 page 14

City of Kenner’s Elected Officials

Specialized 
interventional pain 
management offered 
at Ochsner Health 
Center-Kenner
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Treasure Chest Casino celebrates 
28th anniversary in Kenner

Since its first 
year of operation in 
1994, 28 years ago, 
Treasure Chest Casino 
has paid the city of 
Kenner over $150.9 
million through 2021.

The current lease formula, originally adopted by the city council, calls for 
the city of Kenner to annually receive two percent of Treasure Chest’s net gam-
ing proceeds, in addition to $2.50 per boarding passenger. Of that amount, the 
Kenner Police Department gets a full one percent of the net gaming proceeds, 
24 percent of the second one percent net gaming proceeds and 24 percent of 
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Susan Park Gym
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ANDAND

one world one sky:one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may 
live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical 
dragon fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic 
carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings 
and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your 
hearts and minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers 
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groupsTuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLYGENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★★     Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m. Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per showAdmission: Adults, $6 per show  ★★    Children/Seniors, $5 per show Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★★    Multi-show packages availableMulti-show packages available

www.kenner.la.uswww.kenner.la.us                show schedule subject to changeshow schedule subject to change

Big Bird’s Big Bird’s 
AdventureAdventure

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s

OUT OF THIS WORLD!
           Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Laser Planetarium

One World, One Sky: Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their 
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as 
they locate the Big Dipper, the North 
Star, and the Moon in the night sky.  
Take an imaginary trip to the moon 
and discover how different it is from 
Earth.  Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different 
countries, we all share the same sky!

Running time:  27 minutes

                              Presented by:

Flying Monsters

Set out to uncover the truth 
about the dinosaur cousin, the 
pterosaur, with a wingspan of 
approximately 40 feet and equal 
to that of a modern-day jet 
plane.

Running time:  40 minutes

Dream to Fly

Since the beginning of history, 
people have dreamed of flying.  
Open your hearts to new ideas
about flight, and learn how 
generations of dreamers pursued 
the ancient impulse that has taken 
us from the ground to the stars.
Running time:  35 minutes

Admission:

E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 
504-468-7231 for information and group rates. 

Adults    $6.00 per show 
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show
*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

Multi-Show Packages Available

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Schedule:
Appointment Only: Tues-Fri       Schools/Camps/Groups

Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.

General Public: Saturdays Only 
Box Office opens at 10:45 am

One World, One Sky: 11:00 am
Flying Monsters: 12:00 pm 
Spirit of America: 1:00 pm
Dream to Fly: 2:00 pm
CAPCOM GO! The Apollo Story: 3:00 pm

Kenner Planetarium      2020 Fourth Street     Kenner, Louisiana     70062
www.kenner.la.us     504-468-7231

CAPCOM GO! 
The Apollo Story

Enjoy an immersive, historical 
documentary that showcases the 
achievements of the Apollo program 
and what it took to put the first 
human on the Moon.  Capcom Go! 
introduces a new generation to the 
immense challenges NASA overcame 
and will inspire them to become the 
explorers, designers, engineers, 
thinkers and dreamers of the future.

Running time:  28 minutes

SEPTEMBER 2019

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue!  From patriotic to pop, this show rocks 
to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.  Selections include 

Servicemen on Parade, God Bless America, the Star Spangled Banner and many other familiar favorites!

Running Time:  40 minutes

 
   
 
          

NNEEWW 
SSHHOOWW!! CAPCoM Go! The Apollo Story 

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running Time: 28 minutes  
Enjoy an immersive, historical documentary that showcases the achievements of the Apollo 
program and what it took to put the fi rst human on the Moon. Capcom Go! introduces a new 
generation to the immense challenges NASA overcame and will inspire them to become the 
explorers, designers, engineers, thinkers and dreamers of the future. 

exoplanets
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running Time: 30 minutes  
Exoplanets journeys to planets beyond our solar system and explores the techniques 
astronomers use to fi nd them. A primary mission of the new James Webb Space Telescope 
which launched in late 2021 is to study the atmospheres of exoplanets and determine if 
they are friendly to life.

MASKS
Required!

MASKS
Required!

                                                     Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  
Help mark the 30th anniversary of this iconic band’s album The Joshua Tree 
through a dazzling display of color and light! Rock out with a purpose through a 
compilation of hits including Where the Streets Have No Name, With or Without You 
and other band classics like Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Desire, and Beautiful Day!

 
 

One World, One Sky: Big 
Bird’s Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their 
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu 
as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon 
in the night sky.  Take an 
imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is 
from Earth.  Audiences will 
see that even though friends 
may live in different countries, 
we all share the same sky!
Running time:  27 minutes

Schedule:

Appointment Only: Tues-Fri       Schools/Camps/Groups
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.

General Public: Saturdays Only
Box Office opens at 10:45 am

One World, One Sky:   11:00 am
Capcom Go! The Apollo Story: 12:00 pm 
Dream to Fly:   1:00 pm
Exoplanets:    2:00 pm
Laser U2:    3:00 pm

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s 

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

AUGUST 2022

Admission:

E-mail HHhglorioso@kenner.la.usUUHH or call 
504-468-7231 for information and group rates. 

Adults    $6.00 per show 
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show

          Multi-show packages available

*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana  70062
www.kenner.la.us 504-468-7231

  
                              Presented by:

Laser U2

Experience this iconic band’s album The Joshua Tree through a dazzling display of 
color and light!  Rock out with a purpose through a compilation of hits including
Where the Streets Have No Name and With or Without You as well as other band 

classics like Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Desire, and Beautiful Day!

Running time:  50 minutes

           Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Laser Planetarium

Dream to Fly

Since the beginning of history, 
people have dreamed of flying.  
Open your hearts to new ideas 
about flight, and learn how 
generations of dreamers pursued 
the ancient impulse that has taken 
us from the ground to the stars.

Running time:  35 minutes

CAPCOM GO! 
The Apollo Story

An immersive, historical 
documentary that showcases the 
achievements of the Apollo 
program and what it took to put 
the first human on the Moon.  
Capcom Go! introduces a new 
generation to the challenges 
NASA overcame and will inspire 
the explorers, designers, 
engineers, thinkers and dreamers 
of the future.

Running time:  28 minutes

Exoplanets

Exoplanets journeys to planets 
beyond our solar system and explores 
the techniques astronomers use to find 
them.  A primary mission of the new
James Webb Space Telescope which 
launched in late 2021 is to study the 
atmospheres of exoplanets and 
determine if they are friendly to life.
Running time:  30 minutes

GIVE HELP
GET HELP

GIVE HELP
DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK
Financial donations can be made by 

check or money order payable to 
KENNER FOOD BANK

Mail or drop o�  to 
317 Oxley Street, Kenner 70062

Food Donations Accepted on Mondays 
& Wednesdays from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

GET HELP
The Kenner Food Bank 

strives to serve 
all citizens of the 

City in need of assistance.

Kenner

To Give Help or Get Help 
Please call (504) 468-7204 

for more information.
The Kenner Food Bank is located at 

317 Oxley Street, Kenner, Louisiana 70062.
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1 Terminal Dr.
Kenner, LA 70062

SAVE TIME
Check FLYMSY.COM

to find a parking space

PARKING INFORMATION

613 Spaces

FULL

1599 Spaces

25 Spaces

Short Term

Long Term

Economy Garage

Surface Lot

flymsy.com

Drive directly to 
an open garage!

SHORT TERM
LONG TERM
SURFACE LOT

900 Airline Dr.

1 Terminal Dr.
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Louisiana residents are happy about sports, not politics
By Jeff Crouere

It was 40 years 
ago that Joe Ricca, 
then an ambitious 
visionary young man, 

and his wife, Dana, opened their first retail ice house 
in Arabi. There were lots of ice houses back then. Al-
though refrigerators were getting larger with a greater 
capacity for making and storing ice, ice was still a spe-
cial commodity that people frequently needed.

Then, 20 years ago, Joe and Dana decided to 
move their business to Williams Boulevard in Ken-
ner. That was a big decision. Joe saw that Kenner was 
growing and he was able to get more space at 2151 
Williams than he had in Arabi. It was a great decision. 
The Riccas have seen their business grow and prosper 
in Kenner even as most ice houses have disappeared 
as shoppers today can buy their ice at drug stores and 
grocery stores.

“Customer service with a big smile,” says Dana. 
“I think that’s why we’re still here. In today’s world, 

we’re mostly anonymous. When you go to the drug 
store or the supermarket, they probably don’t know 
your name and the person who waits on you probably 
wasn’t there last week or will be gone next week. Not 
true when you come to Joe’s Ice House. Chances are, 
I know your ‘momma and them.’ I probably know your 
daddy, your brothers and sisters and your cousins. 
You’re not anonymous when you come through our 
door.”

You don’t have to come through Joe’s door. You 
can just phone 504-469-3503, and someone from the 
staff of 12 will fill your order and bring it to your ve-
hicle with a big smile and a heart-felt thank you. Be-
sides ice in any form or any quantity you might need 
it, the Ice House provides groceries, household items, 
beer, beverages, keg rentals, refill water vending sta-
tions, seafood boiling products, a self-service car wash 
and during Mardi Gras season, delicious Randazzo’s 
Caywood Bakery King Cakes.

“I’m old-fashioned in a good way,” says Joe. “My 
dad had a grocery store and was famous for never 
meeting a stranger. I like to think I’m that way, too. 

We have second and third generation customers who 
don’t sit in their cars or trucks. They come in to shoot 
the breeze and talk about how long we’ve known each 
other and how we’ve seen the world change, not al-
ways for the better.”

But in 2020 and 2021, the Riccas wondered if the 
Ice House was going to make it. “That damn COVID 
knocked the hell out of everything,” Joe said. “So many 
good people, dear friends, died. It really impacted our 
business, not just the terrible grieving but people not 
driving up, calling for service or putting on their mask 
and coming through the door. It was a nightmarish 
time for us. I wasn’t sure we would get through it.”

Joe’s iconic Ice House somehow made it. Some-
how, Joe, Dana and his team made it. Now, business 
is once again at pre-COVID levels, and he has been 
able to retain his team who make customer service 
their specialty. While Joe knows as well as anyone that 
COVID-19 may not be done with us, he is thankful that 
the worst seems to be over.

And, like his father before him, Joe continues 
to find ways to be innovative. For example, daughter 

Paige runs a business within the business of provid-
ing ice cream novelties to ice cream trucks that roll 
through neighborhoods in Kenner, Metairie, New 
Orleans and the River Parishes. “That Paige is a pis-
tol,” says Joe. “She inherited her grandfather’s best 
qualities. She may turn out to be the smartest of all 
the Riccas.”

Joe’s Ice House is open Mondays through Thurs-
days from 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., on Fridays from 5:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturdays from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
and on Sundays, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The website is 
www.theicehousekenner.com.

In 10 years, the Riccas will mark 50 years in busi-
ness, 30 years on Williams Boulevard. He expects to 
still be at his desk. “They always say that when the 
owner is in the store, it makes a difference,” he says. “I 
think that’s true.” Coincidentally, the Kenner Star will 
be 40 years old in 10 years. Let’s hope we’re both still 
around to celebrate their 50th year in business.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@
gmail.com.

Joe Ricca’s Ice House celebrates 20th anniversary on Williams Boulevard
By Allan Katz

Political

The people of 
Louisiana love their 
food, their festivals 
and their football. A 

new survey found that the New Orleans Saints fans 
are the happiest in the National Football League 
(NFL).

The findings were released by the Online Bet-
ting Guide. It tracked the social media postings of 
the NFL teams, determining which one received the 
most positive feedback from fans. The Saints finished 
first in the survey, followed by the New England Pa-
triots. Of course, there has been a 55-year love affair 
between the long-suffering fans and the team.

From the team’s origins at Tulane Stadium in 
1967 until today, Saints fans have been extremely loy-
al and supportive. For most of those years, the team 
was an abysmal failure. It was not until 1987 that the 
Saints even had a winning record.

For many Saints fans, the team’s lone Super 
Bowl victory of 2010 is the highlight of their lives. Ac-
cording to the Online Betting Guide, NFL teams such 
as the Saints thrive in smaller markets and they “of-
ten benefit from having close ties to their local com-
munity, hiring local talent and hosting community 
events.”

Even though the team has not returned to the 
Super Bowl, the team regularly enjoys sellouts at 
the Louisiana Superdome for each home game. The 
atmosphere is always raucous prior to the game at 
tailgate events and during the game as the fans enjoy 
showing their love for the team.

The Louisiana State University (LSU) football 
team experiences this same intense following. Fans 
regularly pack the football stadium (Death Valley) 
even during non-championship seasons. Tiger fans 
have been rewarded with four national champion-
ships, including three in the last twenty years, a re-
markable feat considering the intense competition.

While these teams have generated fervent sup-

port, the same sort of intensity is not displayed to-
ward something much more important, our political 
system in Louisiana. While sports can be a pleasant 
distraction from problems in our lives, our political 
system impacts our economic well-being and our job 
opportunities.

It is vital for citizens to vote in Louisiana elec-
tions because of the problems we are facing regard-
ing public safety, education, infrastructure, coastal 
erosion and our economy. In recent years, the state 
has been one of the few in the nation to lose popu-
lation; however, the only way this trend will change 
is for Louisiana voters to get involved in our political 
system.

Unfortunately, despite the high stakes, in many 
elections, most voters do not even participate. For ex-
ample, in the 2021 election for mayor of New Orleans 
and City Council, the turnout was an abysmal 28% of 
the registered voters. This election was extremely im-
portant because of the severe problems New Orleans 
is facing. Incredibly, a significant majority of the vot-
ers did not even bother to participate.

One reason for this pathetic level of involve-
ment may be the rapidly declining level of trust voters 
have for the news media, which is the major source of 
information about candidates and elections. A new 
survey of Louisiana residents by the Reilly Center for 
Media and Public Affairs at the LSU Manship School 
of Mass Communication discovered that only 51% 
of respondents trusted local media sources. This is 
a major decline in only four years. In 2018, 78% of 
survey participants expressed faith in the local news 
media.

If voters do not trust the reporting of local 
media about political candidates, it will serve as a 
disincentive to vote. As faith in the news media has 
plummeted, so has the viewer ratings for these out-
lets. The declining viewership is certainly another 
contributing factor toward lower voter participation.

Voters are also not very enamored with their po-
litical leaders. The survey discovered that 69% of Lou-
isiana residents believed “that most elected officials 

in Louisiana do not care what people like them think.”
This shows that there is a disconnect between 

the voters and their elected officials in Louisiana. If 
the politicians are pursuing an agenda that does not 
reflect the will of the people, voter participation will 
certainly suffer.

Of course, one remedy is for voters to become 
more involved in the political process by regularly 
contacting their elected officials. Even more impor-
tant is for our political leaders to do a much better job 
of listening to their constituents.

Prior to the beginning of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, a wide variety of Louisiana political leaders held 
frequent town hall meetings. These were opportuni-
ties for our elected officials to hear from their con-
stituents. Unfortunately, in the past few years, such 
events are rarely held.

If voters believe that politicians are only re-
sponding to the wishes of the special interests and 
the major donors, they will be less inclined to partici-
pate. Our state and our political system will benefit 
from more involvement.

With major elections coming up in 2022 and 
2023, these will be great opportunities for the true 
voice of the voters to be heard; however, it will be 
necessary for both our political leaders and their con-
stituents to take constructive action for this hope to 
become a reality.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” 
airs nationally on Saturdays from noon until 
1:00 p.m. on Real America’s Voice TV Network 
and AmericasVoice.News and on weekdays from 
7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on WGSO 990 AM and 
www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is 
the author of “America’s Last Chance” and pro-
vides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere 
YouTube channel and on Crouere.net. Contact 
Crouere via email at jcrouere@gmail.com.
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City of Ken-
ner residents, as we 
embark on a new 
mayoral term, I do so 

with great expectations. Despite the various obsta-
cles ahead of us, I’m confident that the impactful 
changes underway will improve the overall quality 
of life for Kenner residents. One of my administra-
tion’s top priorities is to implement the best pro-
cesses and practices to better accommodate the 
public, and this initiative alone gives me great opti-
mism for the next four years.

Since my tenure began, my administration 
has hit the ground running to improve government 
efficiency, streamline communication and imple-
ment new protocols that better serve the public. 
This includes relocating various city operations 
from the Macy’s building to government buildings 
in order to yield more structured results. Within 
the first two weeks in office, professional cleanings 
and building inspections were conducted in Build-
ing C. Upon completion, five departments – Kenner 
Communications, Personnel, City Attorney, IT and 
Civil Service for police, fire and the city – were all 
relocated to Building C.

It’s no secret that code enforcement concerns 

have been a pain point for many residents. Since 
taking office, the new department head wasted no 
time becoming acclimated with staff, implement-
ing policies and procedures that produce more 
efficient results and assessing the inspection pro-
cesses out in the field to produce better outcomes. 
Department heads also met with inspectors to as-
sess schedules and inspection routes to streamline 
code response timeframes. Additionally, the Code 
Department has also reviewed all outstanding per-
mits so that excessively delayed permits can be is-
sued as quickly as possible.

On the recreation front, taking the necessary 
steps to restore the city’s nine gyms was also a pri-
ority. An impediment for many of the gyms was the 
unassembled sport courts, which were removed 
after Hurricane Ida so that restoration crews could 
minimize water damage and mold. However, since 
reassembling the courts is similar to assembling a 
life-size jigsaw puzzle, my administration has cre-
ated an opportunity for high school students to 
earn community service hours by helping to reas-
semble the courts, which takes about a week or 
two per gym. By early August, the courts at both 
Muss Bertolino and Susan Park are expected to be 
completed.

Impactful changes underway
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Mayor

Government

As I write this 
column, I have been 
in office for less than 
a month. I am fortu-

nate to have followed Kenner Police Chief Michael 
Glaser and I learned from him during the transition. 
Under Chief Glaser, this police department was well 
managed and functioning at a high level of profes-
sionalism. I will strive to continue the tradition of 
providing strong, decisive leadership at the Kenner 
PD, and I will follow the leads of former Chiefs Glaser 
and Steve Caraway.

But I also hope to add my own brand of polic-
ing to this excellent department. I am excited to 
implement several programs which will improve 
recruitment and retention of officers and support 
staff. I will also focus on providing our officers with 
the latest in technology so that we are on a level play-
ing field with today’s criminals. I am committed to 
providing our officers and employees with higher 
salaries so that we may better retain our current of-
ficers and recruit new ones. As equipment ages, I will 
replace the equipment in a timely manner, and I will 
add new equipment to our fight against crime.

I have already begun the process of securing 
body cameras for our officers for both their safety 
and the public.

Due to savings and budget tightening, Kenner 
now has the funding to outfit our officers with non-
bias, evidence body cameras. In my “Officer Safety 
Plan” bundle, I have secured $5.5 million worth of 
upgrades that include the body worn cameras, 20 
in-car dash cameras, updated tasers and a virtual 
reality system for officer training. Radios, AEDs, 
computers, ballistic shields, vehicles and weapons 

 
 
were also necessary and with the help of Louisiana 
State Representative Debbie Villio and State Sena-
tor Kirk Talbot , I was able to secure state funding to 
help cover the cost of the electronics. I am especially 
appreciative of Jefferson Parish Councilmembers 
Dominick Impastato and Byron Lee as well as Ken-
ner Councilmembers Dee Dunn, Ronnie Scharwath, 
Joey LaHatte, George Branigan, Brian Brennan, 
Kristi McKinney and Tom Willmott who helped pro-
vide funding for weapons, ballistic shields and AED 
equipment.

In my first weeks on the job, I have already wit-
nessed heroic efforts by the men and women of the 
Kenner Police Department. Since taking office July 
1, 2022, I have seen the great work by our officers. 
They have been proactive in our streets and have 
taken drugs, guns (several stolen), high-capacity gun 
magazines and violent criminals off our streets.

In July our narcotics section developed infor-
mation on a suspect that led to his arrest for posses-
sion and distribution of cocaine. Detectives then ex-
ecuted a search warrant at his residence and found 
more drugs and a handgun reported stolen out of St. 
Charles Parish. Detectives learned upon arresting 
him that he is currently on parole until October of 
2040. Our criminal investigations division is currently 
investigating the criminal activity in the Vouray and 
Newport areas of the city. During that investigation, 
Kenner Police Detectives executed five different 
search warrants which have resulted in nine guns 
seized and seven people arrested, some on multiple 
offenses. The charges include second degree murder, 
attempted second degree murder, narcotics and bur-
glary. In addition to the guns, a bullet proof vest and 
narcotics were also seized.

KPD will continue to follow all leads until these 
areas are eradicated of crime. Above are examples 
of great police work, while some were the result of 
proactive police work, some were a direct result of 
residents calling in complaints and suspicious per-
sons. If you see something that doesn’t look right, if 
you have a concern, please call 9-1-1. Together we 
can keep Kenner safe.

As you may have noticed, to inform our resi-
dents, we have been more active on social media. We 
will continue to keep you informed and let you know 
the work that this department does as a whole. The 
citizens of Kenner should be proud of this depart-
ment. Please join us on Facebook @KennerPolice.

On July 1, I took an oath to keep Kenner safe, 
to protect all citizens and their property. I take that 

oath seriously. Kenner is closed to criminals! You 
need not step foot in Kenner if you have bad inten-
tions! I am fortunate that the Kenner Police Depart-
ment has the support of the mayor, the city council, 
and the elected leadership of our parish. But I am 
most fortunate that the Kenner Police Department 
has the support of you, the citizens of Kenner, and I 
thank you for that.  

Kenner Police Chief Conley can be reached by email 
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department 
website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also download 
the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both 
Apple and Android devices as well as access the Kenner 
Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the 
latest updated crime, traffic and other law enforcement-
related information.

Making a great police department even better
By Keith Conley – Kenner Police Chief

Police

In closing, all city employees have been is-
sued the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics 
and instructed to familiarize themselves with the 
basic tenets of this important document and guide 
themselves accordingly in all they do as public ser-
vants.

While I’m proud of these accomplishments, I 
also recognize that we have a long road ahead to 
restore the quality of life that Kenner residents 
deserve. I’m certain that over the course of the 

next four years, the members of my administration 
will accomplish great work. I look forward to the 
meaningful and impactful changes to come that 
will move our city forward and better serve Kenner 
residents.  

Kenner Mayor Michael Glaser can be 
reached at 504-468-7240 or by email at kenner-
mayor@kenner.la.us.

MetOrleansFencing@gmail.com
Blake Kaiser: 504-390-1103

Brandon Rankin: 504-329-5727

LOCAL • INSURED

Wood, chain link, vinyl, hog wire & metal fences
Repairs, replacements & new builds

Susan Park Gymnasium floor installation in July
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Give your family

Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 504-466-8577

Finance
Apply for Social Security benefits 
online
By Maria T. Alvarez

Did you know, 
you can do much of 

your business online with Social Security? This 
eliminates the need to call or visit a local Social 
Security office. You can take your time completing 
our online applications and even save your prog-
ress to return to later.

You can apply online for retirement or 
spouse’s benefits. You can apply up to four months 
before you want your retirement benefits to start. 
You must be at least age 62 for the entire month to 
be eligible to receive benefits. If you were born on 
the first or second day of the month, you meet this 
requirement in the month of your 62nd birthday. If 
you were born on any other day of the month, you 
do not meet this requirement until the following 
month. When you’re ready, apply at www.ssa.gov/
retireonline.

You can also apply online for disability ben-
efits at www.socialsecurity.gov/disability. You 
can apply online for disability benefits if you are 
age 18 or older; have enough credits; are unable 
to work because of a medical condition expected 
to last at least 12 months or result in death; and 
if you have not been denied disability benefits in 
the last 60 days. If your application was recently 
denied, our online appeal application is a starting 
point to request a review of the determination we 
 

made. Please visit www.ssa.gov/benefits/disabil-
ity/appeal.html.

Social Security has another disability pro-
gram. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) pro-
vides monthly payments to adults and children 
with a disability or blindness and who have income 
and resources below specific financial limits. SSI 
also makes payments to people who are age 65 and 
older without disabilities who meet the financial 
qualifications. If you plan to apply for SSI, you can 
call us to tell us that you want to apply. We will 
make an appointment to help you complete the 
application. Or you can complete a large part of 
your application online at www.ssa.gov/benefits/
ssi and we will then contact you to complete the 
application.

Additionally, you can file for Medicare online 
at www.ssa.gov/medicare. Medicare is a federal 
health insurance program for people 65 or older, 
people younger than 65 who have certain disabili-
ties and people with end-stage renal disease. You 
should apply for Medicare three months before 
turning age 65.

Please share these helpful resources with 
your friends and family.  

Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Ad-
ministration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisi-
ana. To find your local SSA office phone number 
go to https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp. For 
more Social Security information, call the toll-
free phone number, 1-800-772-1213.

I am thrilled to be the city of Kenner’s new 
Inspection and Code Enforcement Director and 
have been very impressed with the dedicated 
employees who have persevered through many 
obstacles over the past few years.

I see a department filled with resilient 
and committed employees who have managed 
to keep the department functioning despite ad-
verse circumstances such as the COVID-19 pan-
demic and hurricanes Zeta and Ida.

I’m pleased to bring more than 30 years 
of code experience to the city of Kenner’s code 
department. For eight of those years, I was the 
director of the Property Maintenance, Zoning 
and Quality of Life Department in Jefferson Par-
ish. I am truly honored to be brought in by Ken-
ner Mayor Michael Glaser and look forward to 
restoring the beauty and quality appearance the 
city of Kenner has to offer.

Jay Hebert will also be serving residents of 
Kenner as the Assistant Director of the Inspec-
tion and Code Enforcement Department. He too 
brings experience in Jefferson Parish, as he was 
formerly the Senior Planner in the Jefferson 
Parish Planning Department and has previously 
served as the Planning Director in Kenner.

One of Mayor Glaser’s top administrative 
priorities is to focus on restoring blighted areas, 
while also making sure property owners fulfill all 
obligations under the city’s Code of Ordinances. 
This initiative alone will provide a clear path 
forward for a clean and inviting city, which ul-
timately creates a great place to live, work and 
attract new residents.

I look forward to being part of restoring the 
quality of life that Kenner residents deserve and 
would like residents to know that although there 
is much more change to come, you will begin to 
see noticeable differences in the city’s appear-
ance sooner rather than later.    

Catherine Toppel is the Kenner Inspection 
and Code Enforcement Director and can be 
reached at codeadmin@kenner.la.us. The office 
is temporarily located at Macy’s in The Espla-
nade mall in Kenner. For information on code 
enforcement permits, call 504-468-4062 and for 
code enforcement complaints, call 504-468-7516.

Focusing on blight and code 
compliance a priority now in 
Kenner
By Catherine Toppel – Kenner Inspection and Code  
Enforcement Director
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MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured  •  504-432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
         504-456-1300         504-456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading
FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVALTREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com
Mondays - Thursdays 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. • Fridays 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturdays 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. • Sundays 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

CHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEER

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

22.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

19.99
Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

COKE 
PRODUCTS

COKE, DIET COKE,  DR PEPPER 
AND OTHER 12 PACK COKE PRODUCTS

 Ice Cold 

   KEG BEERBEERBEER
To Go!

Long Neck Bottles
18 Pack

6.49

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
As students and 

parents plan for col-
lege, it is important to 
consider financial plans 

both for college and for graduation.
In this era of high inflation, it is an unfortunate real-

ity that college tuition has gone up even faster than other 
consumer prices. Part of college inflation is explained by 
government student lending. Federal student loans have 
been extended without credit qualifications. An unfor-
tunate consequence is that readily available loans have 
allowed schools to reduce their actual scholarships and 
instead push students to borrow from the government.
Consider the cost

Our recommendation to students is to carefully 
consider the total costs of college including partial schol-
arships. If you have been accepted at more than one col-
lege, weigh the costs versus the value of each school. If 
the schools are comparable in terms of reputation and 
career value, then it can be wise to choose the least ex-
pensive option.

Some students find that community college fol-
lowed by a transfer to a university for the final two years 
is a real cost-effective option.
Major wisely

College is a wonderful time to learn and explore 
new areas of intellectual interest. But when graduation 
occurs it is important to be prepared to join the work-
force. The Federal Reserve Bank of New York publishes 
a list of unemployment rates of recent graduates, sorted 
by college majors.

According to the Federal Reserve Bank of New 

 
 
York, medical technicians, early childhood educators, 
engineers, nurses and teachers receiving college degrees 
had the highest employment rates.

Their study also shows those earning college de-
grees in liberal arts, foreign languages, general social 
studies, library science and journalism had the lowest 
employment rates.

Our suggestion is to major in what you find most 
interesting. If that happens to be in the worst perform-
ing category for future employment, choose a minor that 
can lead to a very strong job outlook after graduation. By 
majoring carefully, you will always have employable skills 
in case a job is not open in the area that you really like.
Borrow sparingly

Since loans can be used for both tuition and liv-
ing expenses, many students have used loans to fund a 
relatively lavish lifestyle. Only after graduation when the 
monthly loan payments are due is it obvious that exces-
sive borrowing will seriously affect long term financial 
viability.

So, resist the temptation to borrow to fund life-
style. Choose the least costly option, live frugally while 
in school, and if possible, work during college to further 
reduce the amounts borrowed.

College can be a financial and emotional challenge 
but managed carefully can result in a fulfilling career 
without excessive debt.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of 
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch 
office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Missy Criswell, 
vice-president and branch manager can be contacted at 504-
544-6340. Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, 
can be contacted at 504-565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Financial plans for college
By Guy Williams
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On June 29, 2022, officials from the city of 
Kenner unveiled the dedication of 6th Street in 
front of the Kenner Council on Aging building to 
honor Marie Martin Clesi, an active civic and polit-
ical leader in Kenner for more than 30 years, who 
died in December 2020. Clesi had been a monthly 
columnist for the Kenner Star.

Clesi started her business career as a math 
teacher, became one of the first female State Farm 
agents in the state and was very active with the 
Kenner and Jefferson Council on Aging.

Clesi was elected as an at-large member to 
the Jefferson Parish Republican Committee and 
was also elected to the Republican State Central 
Committee.

The ceremony at the Kenner Council on 
Aging included Clesi’s daughters, Tara and Lara, 
grandchildren, Jami, Joshua and Matthew and 
great-grandson John Roger, along with many 
friends.   

Kenner street 
dedicated to honor 
the late Marie Clesi

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3
504-292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

New Construction • Remodeling

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
DonatÚ ns | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operatÚ n over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •504-830-7979• FAX 504-831-2609

What should you know about IRA 
rollovers?
By Christina Sulli Wilson

If you’ve been 
contributing to an 

IRA, you’ve chosen a great way to save and invest 
for retirement. All IRAs have potential tax ben-
efits and a range of investment possibilities, but 
not all IRA providers offer the same features. So, 
if you decide that your current IRA provider is 
charging higher fees than you’d like, or perhaps 
doesn’t offer as many investment choices as you 
want, then you might choose to move your IRA 
assets to another provider. How should you go 
about making this switch?

Here are some options to consider:
Trustee-to-trustee transfer or direct 

rollover – You can ask the financial institution 
holding your IRA to move the money directly to 
another IRA. No taxes will be withheld from the 
amount transferred at the time of the transfer. 
This method is generally hassle-free, but some 
IRA sponsors will still only mail the check to your 
address of record, so you’d have to forward it to 
your new IRA.

Indirect rollover – If you take an indirect 
rollover, also known as a 60-day rollover, the as-
sets from your existing IRA will be liquidated 
and the custodian or plan sponsor will send you 
a check or deposit the funds directly into your 
bank or brokerage account. This payment may 
be subject to withholding for federal taxes, and 
possibly state taxes, unless you opt out of with-
holding. You have 60 calendar days from the time 
the funds were withdrawn to deposit the money, 
including any amount withheld, into a new IRA. 
If you miss this 60-day deadline, the withdrawal 
may be taxable at your personal income tax rate, 
and it could also be subject to an early withdraw-
al penalty if you’re younger than 59 ½.

Given the immediate withholding and the 

possibility of further taxes if you don’t move the 
money into a new IRA before the 60 days are up, 
you’ve got much to consider before initiating an 
indirect rollover. Consequently, you should con-
sult with a financial advisor and tax professional 
before you make this type of move.

In addition to a rollover from an existing 
IRA, you may someday want to move the money 
from your 401(k) or similar employer-sponsored 
retirement plan to an IRA. This can occur when 
you retire or change jobs, although if you do take 
on another job, you might have the options of 
leaving your 401(k) with your former employer 
or rolling it over into your new employer’s plan. 
However, if you do want to move your 401(k) 
funds into an IRA, you can make what’s known 
as a direct rollover, in which the administrator 
of your old retirement plan will send you a check 
made payable to the custodian of your IRA. No 
taxes will be withheld, but you need to get the 
funds transferred within 60 days to avoid any po-
tential tax issues. 

You spend years contributing to your IRA 
and 401(k) – and for good reason. So, when it’s 
time to move that money, be careful and consider 
getting help from your financial and tax profes-
sionals. These funds can play a big role in your 
retirement income, so manage them wisely.   

Christina Sulli Wilson is a Certified Fi-
nancial Planner with Edward Jones. Wilson’s 
office is located at 909 West Esplanade, Suite 109, 
in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at 504-467-
3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. 
Edward Jones, its employees and financial ad-
visors are not estate planners and cannot pro-
vide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or 
qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

468-9125

Advertise in the
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At Ochsner Health, we offer the latest treatment 
options in orthopedics and sports medicine to 
deliver patient-centered, leading-edge care. 

Whether you are an athlete, constantly on the go, 
or are in need of ongoing management for hip or 
knee problems, we can help you get better faster 

and back to doing what you love sooner.

Get back to better with 
Ochsner Health.

200 W. Esplanade Ave.  |  Kenner, LA 70065

Visit ochsner.org/schedule 
or call 504-608-1069

Our Providers
Vinod Dasa, MD

Ronald “Jay” French, MD

Michael Hartman, MD

Howard Hirsch, MD

Paul Phillips, MD

Samantha Debevec, PA-C

Heather Wills, PA-C

Signs you need support as a 
family caregiver
By Michelle Lovitt

Many family 
caregivers find looking 

after a parent or relative who once cared for them to 
be deeply rewarding and fulfilling, but it can also be 
an immensely challenging role. Some caregivers begin 
supporting an aging loved one suddenly following an 
acute illness or injury, but many adopt the role more 
gradually as their relative ages.

Regardless of how you came to be a family care-
giver, you will likely need to seek out additional support 
at some stage. And as the demands of caregiving often 
progress slowly as a senior’s health declines, it can be 
difficult to identify when that extra help is required.

Here are five useful signs that you might need 
additional support from friends, family members or 
professionals.
Your physical health is declining

Caring for an aging senior can be intensely physi-
cally demanding. How you cope with this will depend 
on a variety of factors, including the level of support 
your loved one requires, as well as your own general 
health and medical needs.

If you’ve been feeling physically weak or run 
down, or are lacking confidence in caring for a loved 
one with reduced mobility, seeking support might be 
beneficial. Speak to an occupational therapist about 
mobility aids and adapted living spaces for your loved 
one or look into residential care homes or assisted liv-
ing facilities.
You’re experiencing anxiety or depression

Family caregivers sometimes feel guilty about 
struggling emotionally with the demands of caregiving 
but being a family caregiver is a taxing role. Feeling 
emotional is natural and doesn’t mean you don’t want 
to help your loved one.

Mixed emotions are also common – while you 
might find caregiving rewarding and fulfilling in some 
respects, you might also often feel overwhelmed or 
anxious. If you have noticed feelings of anxiety, depres-
sion, resentment or irritability building, it’s important 
to seek emotional support.

This could be something as simple as meeting a 
friend for coffee and venting your worries or attending 
a local caregiver support group. If caregiving is becom-
ing extremely emotionally overwhelming, meeting with 
a therapist or exploring residential assisted living op-
tions might be appropriate.
You’re struggling to juggle your responsibilities

Caring for an aging parent can feel like a full-time 
role, but most family caregivers have a whole host of 
additional responsibilities to take care of, too. If you’ve 
noticed you have been spreading yourself too thin – 
perhaps struggling to keep up with the demands of 
childcare or work – you may need some extra support.

This support might come from asking other fami-
ly members or friends to help with your loved one’s care 
or by seeking professional respite care or residential as-
sisted living for your relative.
You’re feeling socially isolated and lonely

Isolation and feelings of loneliness are common 
amongst family caregivers. If your loved one’s needs 
are especially demanding, you might simply not have 
time to stay as socially connected to friends and family 
members as you would like to.

If you’ve found yourself feeling increasingly with-
drawn, looking into residential assisted living or simply 
asking a family member to help with your loved one’s 
care could allow you to rekindle important friendships 
and support systems.
Your loved one’s needs have increased

While family caregivers often wish they could 
make everything better for their loved one, this is rarely 
possible. Aging seniors often have a range of complex 
acute and chronic health conditions that require care-
ful management. Some of these conditions are best 
supported with expert care.

For example, if your loved one has a progressive 
condition like Alzheimer’s disease or another form of 
dementia, there will likely come a point when you’re 
no longer able to care for them alone. Perhaps they’re 
becoming a risk to you or themselves with increased 
agitation, aggressiveness or sundowning syndrome.

Oftentimes, a senior’s health will decline gradu-
ally, making it difficult for family caregivers to recog-
nize when the time has come to seek out professional 
support. Keeping notes of your loved one’s day-to-day 
health and wellbeing may help you decide when it’s the 
right time to ask for help.
Where to get help

Identifying that you need support is the first step 
but knowing where to get the right type of assistance 
is equally as important. Depending on your needs, you 
might turn to family members and friends for practical 
or emotional support, or professional caregiving servic-
es if your loved one’s needs are becoming too complex 
to cope with alone.

When choosing an assisted living community or 
residential care home, think about your loved one’s 
unique needs and hone your shortlist accordingly. For 
example, if your loved one has Alzheimer’s disease or 
dementia, a residential assisted living facility offering 
specialist memory care might be the ideal choice.   

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care 
Homes with two locations in Metairie at 4713 Drey-
fous Avenue and at 820 Phosphor Avenue, currently 
under construction and expected to be opened in fall 
of 2022. For more information and to schedule a per-
sonal tour of either home, call 504-290-1717 or email 
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit Audubon Care 
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

Government
The Kenner City Council’s upcoming August 

meeting dates will be Thursday, August 4, 2022, at 5:30 
p.m. On Friday, August 19, 2022, the council meeting 
will be held at 11:00 a.m.

Until further notice, all Kenner City Council 
meetings will be held in the Macy’s Building (north 
entrance) in The Esplanade mall located at 1401 West 
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

The council meeting will be live streamed on the 

city of Kenner’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/of-
ficialcityofkennergovernment.

Each meeting also will be available for viewing af-
terward in its entirety on the KennerTV YouTube chan-
nel, although not immediately because of provider limi-
tations, at www.youtube.com/user/kennertvonline.

To see the upcoming council meeting agendas 
and future meeting dates, visit the city’s website at 
www.kenner.la.us.   

Kenner City Council upcoming meeting dates for August
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The city of Kenner sponsored a memorial 
service held July 9, 2022, at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church in Rivertown to recognize 
the 40th anniversary of the Pan Am 759 crash.

Kenner Mayor Michael Glaser was the mas-
ter of ceremonies for the event, which was hosted 
by Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Speakers included Julia Ledet, who lost both 
her parents, Louis and Willie Mae Ledet, and her 
aunt and uncle, Armond Dupre and Cecile Dupre. 
Also speaking were Jennifer White from Australia, 
who lost her parents, Margaret and Brian Goers, 
and Missy Trahan-Ferrara, the 16-month-old who 
was found in the wreckage of her home and became 
known as the “Miracle Baby.” Missy’s mother Mela-

nie and her sister, Brigitte, died in the crash.
“The 40th anniversary of this tragic event is a 

stark reminder of not only the lives lost, but the dis-
tant memory that the victims’ families and friends 
have of their loved ones,” said Kenner Mayor Michael 
Glaser. “I’m pleased that the city of Kenner took part 
in recognizing the 40th anniversary.”   

Kenner plane crash victims honored by city on 
40th anniversary

GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 504-305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

Staying healthy during the school year  
By Norman Vince Hill, M.D.

As kids and par-
ents gear up for back-
to-school season, the 
excitement and con-

cern over the growing to-do list follows. While school 
supply shopping, new uniforms and the dedicated 
new school shoes are at the top of most parents’ list, 
keeping children’s health and wellness in mind is 
probably the most important thing parents can do as 
families prepare for back-to-school.

The following tips can help ensure a healthy 
and successful school year.
Stay on track with check-ups and immunizations

Well-visits or check-ups are critical for assess-
ing milestones and developmental stages and ensur-
ing appropriate growth and nutrition. Pediatricians 
can help ensure that children are up to date on 
immunizations and meet the state’s requirements 
to enroll or return to school. Vaccines are the best 
way to protect your child against serious disease. The 
COVID-19 vaccine is available for the entire family 
starting at six months old.
Boost immunity with nutrition and probiotics

Eating healthy has numerous benefits, includ-
ing boosting the immune system. With children play-
ing, learning and socializing around others in school 

– the best thing they can do is optimize their immune 
system to fight off germs and infection.

Zinc is an important mineral that the body re-
quires but doesn’t produce naturally. It helps keep 
the body strong, helps heal wounds and supports 
normal growth. Eating protein-based foods such as 

 
 
 
 
poultry and red meat, as well as beans and nuts, are 
great options for providing zinc-rich nutrition.

Keeping a healthy gut with a good balance of 
probiotics can also help boost a child’s immune sys-
tem. Foods like yogurt, pickles and sauerkraut are 
good sources of fiber and contain friendly bacteria 
that help the digestive system.

A healthy diet full of whole, minimally pro-
cessed food can help children equip themselves with 
the vitamins and minerals they need to grow and 
develop properly, keep a healthy immune system, 
maintain healthy weight, stabilize their mood, sharp-
en their mind and avoid serious health problems. A 
daily multivitamin certainly wouldn’t hurt either.
Maintain good sleep habits

Restful sleep is an essential part of a healthy 
lifestyle, and for children, the impact of it extends 
to the classroom. Studies have shown that kids who 
regularly get adequate sleep have improved atten-
tion, behavior, learning, memory and overall mental 
and physical health. Not getting enough sleep can 
lead to high blood pressure, obesity, depression and 
even hyperactivity.

Establish a consistent bedtime routine. A rou-
tine should include putting away electronics, turning 
off screens an hour before bed and limiting caffeine in 
the afternoon and evening. It can also include taking 
a warm bath, reading a short book or going through a 
brief meditation. Giving children a chance to “wind 
down” can help create better sleep habits and im-
prove their performance during the school day.

Promote regular hand hygiene
It’s nearly impossible to keep tiny little hands 

from touching anything and everything. Especially in 
a school environment where countless other hands 
are also touching surfaces, hand hygiene is critical to 
keeping kids healthy. Washing your hands for 20 sec-
onds with warm soap and water can reduce bacteria 
and germs that cause infections.

Teaching children a song to wash their hands 
to is often helpful to ensure they are washing for 
the appropriate amount of time. Examples of songs 
include “Happy Birthday” and “Row, Row, Row Your 
Boat.” Keeping hand sanitizer in a backpack as a 
quick go-to can help alleviate germs if washing with 
soap and water is not an option. Cleaning your hands 
prevents you from catching germs and spreading 
them too – especially to others who might be more 
susceptible to getting sick.
Exercise

It’s important for kids to keep their bodies 
moving. That doesn’t necessarily mean running on a 
treadmill or lifting weights as most adults would imag-
ine. For children, exercise means playing and being 
physically active. Gym class, recess, soccer practice or 
dance class are all types of exercise that are healthy 

and beneficial for kids. Active kids are shown to have 
stronger muscles and bones, less risk of becoming 
overweight, a lower chance of getting type 2 diabetes, 
lower blood pressure and a more positive outlook on 
life. Parents should help encourage their kids to get 
involved with a variety of activities to promote endur-
ance, strength and flexibility.  

Dr. Norman Vince Hill is a double board-certi-
fied pediatrician and adult internal medicine phy-
sician. As a child with a chronic illness, he developed 
an appreciation for pediatrics which drove him to 
pursue a career in medicine. Dr. Hill started his 
career at a low-income health care clinic in Wash-
ington, D.C., attended medical school at the Uni-
versity of Maryland in Baltimore and completed a 
dual internal medicine and pediatrics residency at 
Georgetown University. During residency he gained 
exposure to adult and pediatric primary care and 
specialized training in pediatric transplant and 
neonatal intensive care. After residency, Dr. Hill 
and his wife relocated to New Orleans where he is 
pursuing a career in primary care at Ochsner. To 
schedule an appointment with Dr. Hill at Ochsner 
Health Center-Driftwood, located at 2120 Driftwood 
Boulevard in Kenner, call 504-443-9500 or schedule 
online at www.ochsner.org.

Community
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> edwardjones.com

Christina S Wilson, CFP®
Financial Advisor

909 West Esplanade Ave., Ste. 109 
Kenner, LA 70065
504-467-3995

Keep a level head in an up
and down market.

Landscaping & Design, 

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading, 

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 504-390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

I often get asked 
if someone should 

have total joint replacement now or should they wait 
a year or two. Severe arthritis patients face this ques-
tion often as their pain symptoms increase and their 
active lifestyle decreases. “Should I or should I wait” 
has an easy answer – quality of life.

I ask the patient if there has been a significant 
decrease in their active activities throughout the 
day and if they wanted to travel out of state or the 
country, would their injury allow them to do so? If the 
answer is they would not even consider a vacation 
because the pain and limitation of the arthritic joint 
would be too much to bear, then they have already 
answered their own question. The decision to wait 
not only further impairs their daily lifestyle, but also 
takes away their quality of life.

Most patients with grade 3 or severe arthritis 
will wait to have surgery for one to two years or lon-
ger and continue functioning with pain and limita-
tion as long as they can.

Total joint replacement surgery has come a 
long way over the past 10 to 15 years with prosthesis 
that are custom fit and robot generated assists for 
the knee as well as more current surgical techniques 
for the hip and shoulder joints. As a result of im-
proved surgical technique and equipment available, 
recovery has improved as well.

An estimated 52.5 million people have reported 
some form of arthritis to their doctor and this number 
is expected to rise over the next several years. Our 
health and quality of life becomes a significant factor 
when we develop arthritis in our joints. The symptoms 
associated with arthritis, such as pain, swelling and 
loss of motion, causes us to become less active in our 
everyday lives which in turn can begin to have an ef-
fect on our health and well-being.

Treating arthritis properly in the early stages 
of development with exercise and diet will help 
maintain an active lifestyle. When the later stages of 
arthritis develop and activities are limited, total joint 
replacement surgery is a great option to help recover 
our quality of life and most important, our health. The 
bottom line is to have that replacement if you are ask-
ing the question, “do it or not,” and begin enjoying a 
pain-free and healthier life again.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department of 
Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Ken-
ner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted 
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting 
www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin 
is co-author and contributing writer to the Kenner 
Star Orthopedic column.

Total knee replacement: Should I 
or shouldn’t I? 
By Craig Goodwin 
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Sprunk, Kenner Discovery continue to grow young program
By Ken Trahan 

The program is 
only five years young.

One of those 
seasons was a junior 
varsity season.

The last three seasons have been competitive 
varsity seasons.

In that time, Kenner Discovery has already 
grown into a viable, winning football program.

P.J. Sprunk started the program and has 
steadily guided it to a 16-11 record, including a 
good 5-2 mark in 2021 with a playoff loss to Jena for 
the second straight year.

As the numbers continue to grow for the 
Swamp Owls, the talent level continues to grow as 
well.

“I had a vision when we first came in and the 
majority of our staff is still here and we thought 
that by this season we would really take off as the 
first group are now seniors,” Sprunk said. “We feel 
we can compete at a high level. We are senior-lad-
en across the board.”

While Sprunk must replace some key gradu-
ates, including quarterback Kristian Kraft, tight 
end Chad Woodson, linebacker Tommy Cagle and 
strong safety Zander Milton, now at Alabama State, 
there are a host of good players returning in 2022.

That is evident with 20 players who started 
games last season returning this season.

“This is by far the best team we’ve had,” Sprunk 

said. “We have quite a few kids who are four-year 
starters. We have quality depth, which we did not 
have previously.”

On offense, 11 players return who started 
games a year ago.

The new quarterback is junior Julian Caron-
na (6-0, 180).

“Kraft started every game for us since we 
started the program so he will be hard to replace 
but Julian is smart and is a good pocket passer with 
a great arm,” Sprunk said. “He is agile as well. We 
feel really good with him going into the season.”

Caronna has a ton of experience surrounding 
him, including a pair of starting running backs who 
return in seniors Marcus Clark (5-8, 165) and Luke 
Geraci (5-9, 195). Clark is a two-way performer 
who will also start at strong safety.

“Luke is a three-year starter and was our sec-
ond leading rusher and our inside runner who can 
catch the ball,” Sprunk said. “He is a workhorse. 
Clark will be a four-year starter at safety but we 
will use him at running back as well. He was really 
good in the spring game so he will play both ways.”

Also returning are a trio of starting wide re-
ceivers in junior Connor Smith (5-10, 170), senior 
Dante Morgan (6-2, 184) and senior Keegan Cox. 
Another receiver to watch is senior Labyron Martin 
(5-11, 187). Sophomore Braylon Byrd and junior 
Lance Rumbelow are other players to watch.

“Smith is a two-year starter and a crisp route-
runner,” Sprunk said. “Morgan is a converted bas-
ketball player and he is very athletic with a bigger 

body. Cox is a two-year starter and a smaller, quick-
er guy. Lance is a guy who has been in soccer who 
can run and Braylon has a good future.”

Junior tight end Lionel Johnson (6-3, 215) is a 
good one while senior tight end Landon Boyington 
is a returning starter.

 
“Lionel has size and he was a defensive end for 

us last year,” Sprunk said. “We made the move with 
him and he is a good one. Boyington is a converted 
wide receiver.”

The offensive line returns all five starters, in-
cluding three key seniors in guards Dashawn Clark 
(5-9, 315) and Emanni Chapman (6-2, 280) and 
tackle Aaron Andrus (6-6, 250).

Senior tackle Deyaa Attamarri (6-1, 260) also 
returns, along with center Ethan Schoen (6-0, 260). 
Attamari will play some on the defensive line as 
well. Junior Zade Abdallah (6-0, 250) will play as 
well.

“We have size, speed and athleticism up front,” 
Sprunk said. “Clark is a four-year starter. He is big 
in the weight room and a returning all-district 
player. Chapman is a three-year starter and moves 
well for his size. He can play anywhere. Andrus is a 
three-year starter and has great length.”

The defense returns nine players who started 
games a year ago.

Up front, all four players started for the 
Swamp Owls a year ago, including tackles in De-
shawn Clark (5-9, 295), who goes both ways, and 
junior Osvaldo Natividad (6-0, 240). Both ends are 
also back in senior Tariq Coleman (6-2, 248) and 
senior Angel Rivera (6-3, 255).

“Deshawn is a specimen and a first team all-
district player,” Sprunk said. “He has three inter-
ception returns for touchdowns. He is a four-year 
starter. Attamari will play, along with Navidad. 
Tariq and Angel have size and talent and are both 
improved.”

A pair of starting linebackers are back as well 
in junior Spencer Newton (6-0, 205) and senior 
Nick Scandurro (5-10, 165).

“Newton is the quarterback of our defense,” 
Sprunk said. “He played very well last year for us. 
Scandurro is a captain, a great kid. He plays every-
where we ask him to play. He has played all over for 
us. He is athletic and is tough for his size.”

Two of four secondary starters remain in the 
fold in junior cornerback Dallas Horton (5-9, 170) 
and junior free safety Cam Gardener (6-1, 186). 
Marcus Clark is the strong safety. Freshman Mehki 
Dunbar (5-10, 170) and sophomore Jordan Andrus 
(5-11, 175) will also play corner and he has good 
closing speed.

“Marcus Clark is the third brother we have 
with Deshawn and Dashawn,” Sprunk said. “He is 
just a football player. Dunbar does not look like a 
freshman. He has great cover skills. Gardener has 

some college interest. He was converted from run-
ning back. He is a ball-hawk. Horton is a three-year 
starter, out shut-down corner.”

Scandurro will handle kicking and punting 
duties.

The schedule opens on September 2 against 
East Jefferson before a home game with Bonnabel. 
Games with Grace King and Patrick Taylor are next 
before the Swamp Owls host Sophie B. Wright.

“We move up to 4A and that has happened 
quickly,” Sprunk said. “We’ve been trying to play 
E.J. for three years. We are excited for that chal-
lenge. Bonnabel is our Kenner neighbor and rival 
and we will pack the house. Grace King is heading 
in the right direction. Patrick Taylor is a new pro-
gram. Sophie B. Wright is athletic.”

District 9-4A play begins with a bang against 
a loaded De La Salle squad on October 6 before 
another very tough task against talented Booker 
T. Washington. After hosting McMain, the Swamp 
Owls face The Willow School and Riverdale to close 
out the regular season.

“The first two district games will be really 
tough,” Sprunk said. “De La Salle has been so good. 
Coach Graham Jarrott is doing an excellent job. 
Booker T. Washington may be the most talented 
team we play. Coach Wayne Reese has been out-
standing. McMain, The Willow School and River-
dale will be worthy opponents.”

With a ton of experience, Kenner Discovery 
appears poised to continue its winning ways while 
trying to raise its level of play to meet the likes of 
De La Salle and Booker T. Washington in a tough 
district alignment.

“We feel like we are poised to make the next 
step, win in the playoffs and make a run,” Sprunk 
said. “We have hard-working, blue-collar kids who 
are smart and work hard in the classroom. We have 
an excellent staff with stability. We are excited and 
looking forward to the season.” 

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex-
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as 
sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan 
hosts sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken 
Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights 
during the football season and “The Three Tail-
gaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday morn-
ings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan has 
served as the general manager of the Saints Hall 
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdo-
me since its inception in 1988 and does morning 
sports for all four Cumulus radio stations in the 
New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the president 
of Joyful Noise Ministries, works with Life Re-
sources Ministries and is president and emcee of 
the Greater New Orleans Quarterback Club.
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Latin American News

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
504-465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
504-286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers 

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining 
Available!

Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.

UNDER CONTRACT

$460,000
641 Melody Drive • Metairie

$299,900
43 Eugenie Court • New Orleans

SOLD!SOLD!

$119,000
4421 Yale Street #C • Metairie

SOLD!SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

$275,000
1906 Idaho Avenue • Kenner

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073

Back to school  
By Rafael E. Saddy

An education 
gives the power to 
students to become fu-
ture leaders of tomor-

row and helps to break the cycle of poverty. A holistic 
approach to education involves the entire community 
working together – teachers, parents and support-
ers – to provide students with a future that can aid in 
transforming communities. What is something educa-
tors can do to help prepare for the future? For starters, 
they can acknowledge that minority education issues 
need to be addressed.

Hispanic communities face educational issues, 
like other minority groups, and schools serving mi-
nority and disadvantaged students are needing of ad-
equate funding. Many Hispanic students in the United 
States begin formalized schooling without the eco-
nomic and social resources that many other students 
have. Schools often are not equipped to compensate 
for these disparities. For Hispanics, disadvantages of-
ten stem from their parent’s immigrant and socioeco-
nomic status and their lack of knowledge about the 
U.S. education system. As Hispanic students proceed 
through the school system, often inadequate school 
resources hinder their academic success. A weak 
academic foundation limits many Hispanics’ options 
for college.

In a little over a decade, today’s Hispanic chil-
dren will become a significant percentage of tomor-
row’s working adults. Education is a leading determi-
nant of economic growth, employment and earnings. 
Ignoring the economic dimension of education would 
endanger the prosperity of future generations, with 
widespread repercussions for poverty, social exclu-
sion and sustainability of social security systems.

Many schools throughout our metropolitan 
area are implementing strategies to meet the unique 
needs of Hispanic students by using sensitive plan-
ning, cultural understanding, community outreach, 
parental involvement and appropriate tutoring.

Educational performance has never been more 
important. A quality basic education gives children 
and youth the knowledge and skills they need to 
face daily life challenges and take advantage of eco-
nomic and lifelong learning opportunities. It is also 
a key driver for reducing poverty, fostering economic 
growth, achieving gender equality and social develop-
ment.

Businesses, government and communities ben-
efit by working collectively to educate our children. A 
population that is better educated has less unemploy-
ment, reduced dependence on public assistance pro-
grams and greater tax revenue. Education also plays 

a key role in the reduction of crime, improved public 
health and greater political and civic engagement.
Community announcements

Hurricane season – Based on previous data, 
September is the most active month of the Atlantic 
hurricane season and when most hurricanes occur. 
Make sure your insurance is up to date. Flood insur-
ance coverage takes 30 days before it becomes active. 
Check your roof for hanging or lose shingles and any 
leaks to prevent water damage. If you do not have one, 
possibly purchase a home generator to supply power 
until electricity is restored. Keep important docu-
ments and policies in a waterproof container ready to 
go with you in the event of an evacuation and keep a 
copy of your important computer files on a flash drive.

Kenner Hispanic Fest– Honors the rich and di-
verse Hispanic legacy in Kenner and the surrounding 
region. Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the 2022 fest 
kicks off Saturday, August 6 starting at 3:00 p.m. until 
10:00 p.m. at Kenner City Park, located at the corner 
of Vintage and Loyola drives, and will continue Sun-
day, August 7, from 1:30 pm. until 9:30 p.m. The event 
will offer activities for the whole family including 
Latin food, dances, crafts and live international and 
local music. There are many opportunities to partici-
pate in this event, including becoming a title sponsor, 
presenter or food vendor. Visit www.galamusic.org for 
more information or call 850-766-4602.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – August 9, 
2022, is “Bingo Day” from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
which is open to all ages. Every Friday in July, per-
sonnel from Medicaid will be helping with Medicaid 
applications for individuals who qualify. The center 
is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers various 
programs and access to information and referrals for 
all sorts of issues. For information call 504-469-2570.

City of Kenner website – For information about 
city resources and information in Spanish go to www.
kenner.la.us, scroll down and click on Información en 
Español (information in Spanish).

I leave you with this thought. “If there’s one 
thing that’s certain in life is that everything is con-
stantly changing. You may suffer losses when it comes 
to loved ones, finances, belongings and the like. But 
the thing that you can never lose is your education.”

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity 
Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin 
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) 
and serves on the governing board of directors of 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at  
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be 
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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REGISTERED VOTER HOUSEHOLDS  
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OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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designated by the donor. The items can be gift 
certificates for restaurants, hotel stays, spa ex-
cursions, gift baskets, paintings, jewelry, sports 
memorabilia and outings and much more.

Since its inception in 2008, Gulf Coast 
Bank’s Auctions in August has raised over $1 mil-
lion for hundreds of non-profits. To view or bid 
on an item or to learn more about Auctions in 
August visit AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM.

With over $2.9 billion in assets, Louisiana-

based Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company serves 
its business and personal banking clients 
through its branches, loan production offices, 
trust and investment offices and business credit 
offices. It also offers business credit nationally 
through Gulf Coast Business Credit. Gulf Coast 
Bank & Trust Company has 19 branch locations 
across Southeast Louisiana and more than 38 
locations in eight states. For more information 
about Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company visit 
GULFBANK.COM or call 1-800-223-2060. Engage 
with Gulf Coast Bank on Facebook, and Twitter, 
@gulfcoastbank.  

Gulf Coast Bank
 from page 1
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• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

PH: 504-704-1194  •  FAX: 504-364-9366

With prices of everything going up, many 
people are having to rethink their budgets, and 
trying to cut certain bills to save money as best 
they can. Insurance is one such bill that you 
should not even think of cutting out.

As a resident and driver in the state of 
Louisiana, you are required to have liability car 
insurance to cover damages you may cause to 
someone else and their property. The minimum 
liability coverage limits required in Louisiana 
are $15,000 of bodily injury coverage per person, 
$30,000 of bodily injury coverage per accident 
and $25,000 of property damage coverage. These 
limits are usually referred to in short as 15/30/25. 
Of course, you can always opt to purchase higher 
coverage limits for greater protection, but these 
are the minimum requirements. Those who drive 
with less than these minimum coverages or with-
out liability insurance at all are not only subject 
to penalties and fines, but will also be limited in 
making insurance claims regardless of who is at 
fault in an accident. This comes from Louisiana 
Revised Statute 32:866, which is usually referred 
to as the “No pay, no play” statute. The law limits 
the damages uninsured motorists can collect for 
property damage and personal injuries regard-
less of who is at fault. The law states, in summary, 
that an uninsured driver involved in a car acci-
dent cannot collect the first $25,000 of a property 
damage claim and the first $15,000 of a bodily in-
jury claim, regardless of fault. In other words, the 
statute places a deductible of sorts (equal to the 
state minimum liability insurance requirements) 
on the uninsured driver’s claims for damages, 
which in many instances will negate the entire 
amount of the damages.

There are, however, some exceptions to the 
“No pay, no play” law. The law does not apply to 
vehicles that are legally parked at the time of the 
accident. The limitations in the law do not apply 
when the other driver is convicted of driving the 
vehicle while intoxicated, intentionally causing 
the crash, fleeing the scene of the accident or 
was furthering the commission of a felony at the 
time of the accident. The recovery limitations set 

forth in the law do not apply to drivers from other 
states if they carry the minimum insurance re-
quired by their home state. The limitations also 
do not apply to passengers in the vehicle, only the 
driver, unless the passenger is the owner or co-
owner of the vehicle.

Currently, 11 states have enacted some 
form of “No pay, no play” laws, but Louisiana is 
the only one to use this “deductible” type system. 
Most states simply bar the uninsured driver from 
recovering anything for non-economic damages 
(such as pain and suffering, mental anguish and 
loss of companionship, to name a few), but will 
still typically allow for recovery of actual medi-
cal bills and property damages. These laws help 
reinforce that all drivers need to comply with 
state compulsory financial responsibility laws. 
Furthermore, according to the Insurance Re-
search Council, the states adopting “No pay, no 
play” laws are seeing a drop in their uninsured 
motorist rates.

Remember, anyone at any time can get into 
an accident. The best way to not be affected by 
the “No pay, no play” law is to stay insured. If your 
current rates are too high, look for ways to save. 
Always shop around before dropping coverage 
completely and getting yourself into a bad situa-
tion. If you don’t have car insurance, the “No pay, 
no play” law could end up costing you much more 
than the cost of insurance.

This information has been provided for in-
formational purposes only and is not intended 
and should not be construed to constitute legal 
advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown 
Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams 
Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle ac-
cidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic 
violations are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. 
Rinck can be reached at 504-704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

What is the “No pay, no play” 
statute, and how can it affect my 
auto accident claim?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
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3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

Glaser
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Re-assembly requires the individual 40 x 40-inch 
squares to be put back on the courts in the proper 
order, much like putting together a huge puzzle.

Bonnabel High School head varsity basketball 
coach Micah Haggans brought team members to Su-
san Park to help with the floor restoration process.

Illanne said the gyms at Galatas and Wentwood 
opened in February. The ongoing flooring work will 
make it possible to open Bertolino, Susan Park, Lin-
coln Manor, Buddy Lawson, Woodlake and Butch 
Duhe soon.

The ninth gym, Woodward, has an intact court 
but martial arts and gymnastics programs are cur-
rently being held in the facility.  

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

 August 25     
Aroma Catering

400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie 
https://eaanola.org

Generate 
Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confi dent 
Public Speaker

Improve 
Profi tability

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
CLANCY MAGGIORE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS
Nestled in the beautiful city of Kenner, 
Louisiana, John Clancy/ Joseph Maggiore 
Elementary School for the Arts has risen 
above many challenges to create an 
environment that embodies its mission 
of creating lifelong learners. Clancy/
Maggiore is named after John Clancy 
who was a Kenner native and first school 
board president, and Joseph S Maggiore 
Sr. who served as mayor of Kenner from 
1958 to 1962 and was also a math 
teacher for 28 years. In 2016, Clancy Maggiore Elementary was honored with the Blue Ribbon award for 
being an Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing School.

With a diverse population of over 515 pre-kindergarten through fifth graders, students are empowered to 
excel by our school motto of Work Hard/Get SMART. The students have proven that despite any challenges 
that they may face, they will flourish both academically and socially. As one of two arts-integrated schools 
in the Jefferson Parish Public School System, students receive music, visual art, and dance classes at 
every grade level. An understanding and appreciation for the Fine Arts is integrated into the school�s 
curriculum, creating a unique combination of artistic expression and instruction.

Our school has proven that with personalized interventions, research-based instruction, and a focus on 
students, a school can transform the lives of children. Our daily creed says that Clancy/ Maggiore kids 
are S.M.A.R.T. (Successful, Motivated, Accountable, Respectful and Trustworthy), and the actions of the 
students, faculty and staff are proof that with determination, all things are possible.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary, 

Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

improve their function level. They may also as-
sist a patient in avoiding surgical procedures or 
even aid in diagnosis to determine what surgical 
procedure would best treat a patient’s condition. 
Most of these interventional procedures may be 
repeated if the pain relief is substantial and long-
lasting.

While the pain is alleviated after interven-
tional procedures, the patient may also be able 
to tolerate more physical therapy and exercises 

to help prolong the effect of their pain relief.
Interventional pain management is a ser-

vice that can provide patients with the knowl-
edge and treatments to address the chronic pain 
affecting their quality of life. A consultation with 
a pain management provider can change a per-
son’s life if pain stops them from living their life 
to the fullest.

For more information about interventional 
pain management at Ochsner Health Center- 
Kenner, located at 200 West Esplanade Avenue, 
visit Ochsner.org/kenner or call 504-464-8506.   

Ochsner
 from page 1

the passenger fees accounting for approximately 10 
percent of the KPD’s budget. The city receives the 
76 percent balance of the second one percent of net 
gaming proceeds along with 76 percent of the pas-
senger fees.

Of the money paid by Treasure Chest Casino to 
the city, by city ordinance, 50 percent is dedicated 
to citywide capital projects, 25 percent is divided for 
capital infrastructure for each council district and 
the remaining 25 percent is used for reduction of the 
city’s debt. In 1994, when the Kenner City Council 
agreed upon this disbursement formula it became 
the first major capital outlay funding in the city’s 
budget since 1982.

Millions and millions of dollars in street, drain-
age and sewer work, among other capital improve-

ments, have been paid for by Treasure Chest Casino 
monies benefiting all five council districts, contribut-
ing to a major part of infrastructure improvement in 
the city over the last three years.

Rodney Miller, marketing director of the Trea-
sure Chest, is a native of the New Orleans area and 
has worked for Treasure Chest and parent company, 
Boyd Gaming, since 2002.

“As we celebrate our 28th year in Kenner as 
your neighborhood casino, we are excited to begin 
our journey towards a new land-based casino that 
will provide many more fun and new experiences in 
the years to come,” said Miller.

Treasure Chest Casino is in Kenner’s Laketown 
at 5050 Williams Boulevard and is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. and 
on Fridays and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 
a.m. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000 and the 
website is www.treasurechestcasino.com.  

Treasure Chest
 from page 1

HURRICANE EMERGENCY  
PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST

THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
EMERGENCY READINESS KITEMERGENCY READINESS KIT

Flashlight & extra batteries • Bottled water • First aid kit 
& prescription medication • Evacuation route maps 

• Canned food & a non-electric can opener  
• Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family 

members • Utility knife, shut off wrench & pliers  
• Access to battery powdered radio  

• Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses • Personal items  
• Pet food • Clothing & bedding • Car keys & keys to the 
place you may be going • Important papers including ID,  

Social Security cards, insurance policies, birth & marriage 
certificates, wills, deeds & copies of recent tax returns
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- 24 Hour Care & Supervision
- On-Call Physician & Nurse
- Onsite Doctor Visits
- Pharmacist Owned & Operated
- Speech Therapist on Staff
- Family Counselor on Staff
- Dance Movement Therapy- Dance Movement Therapy
- Daily Recreational Activities
- Whole Home Generator
- ActivePure® Clean Air System  
- 24 Hour CCTV Security
- IN2L Engagement Technology
- Beauty Salon & Manicurist
- Therapy Dog- Therapy Dog
- Custom Chef Prepared Meals
- Housekeeping & Laundry

                         @ AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM  OR CALL 504.290.1717 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR 

504.290.1717  |  info@auduboncarehomes.com

H I G H E S T  C A R E G I V E R - T O - R E S I D E N T  R A T I O S  I N  T H E  I N D U S T R Y   


