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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner (OMC-
Kenner) offers comprehensive and specialized 
urological care and services to patients in the 
community. Ochsner’s team of physicians spe-
cialize in general urology, pediatric urology, uro-
logical gynecology, urological oncology, urinary 
incontinence, erectile dysfunction, testicular 
cancer and surgical and non-surgical treatment 
of kidney stones. 

Urologists treat disease of the urinary tract 
in men and women, including enlarged prostate, 
kidney cancer, bladder cancer, prostate cancer 
and kidney stones. The medical team at Och-
sner works together with a multidisciplinary 
approach to determine the best course of treat-
ment for each patient. Physicians utilize state-
of-the-art medical and surgical equipment for 

procedures such as extracorporeal shock wave 
lithotripsy, laser therapies and robotic assisted 
surgeries.

Access to the latest technology and equip-
ment like the da Vinci, a robotic surgical system, 
allows surgeons to improve their technique, re-
sulting in improved outcomes for patients with 
shorter hospital stays, smaller and fewer inci-
sions, faster recovery times, less pain, low risk of 
infection and less blood loss. Minimally invasive 
robotic surgical offerings include robotic partial 
nephrectomy, robotic radical prostatectomy, ro-
botic simple prostatectomy, robotic cystectomy, 
robotic pyeloplasty, robotic sacrocolpopexy and 
robotic retroperitoneal lymph node dissection.

Urologic care at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
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In October 2021, work to construct Anthony’s 
Missing Pieces Playground began. A grand opening 
ceremony for the four-acre park was held on Febru-
ary 26, 2022. The playground is located in Kenner’s 
Miguez Park at the corner of Rancher Road and 
Baron Lane in the Holly Heights subdivision.

Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground is unique 
and inclusive with the motto, “Helping every kid be 
active, be social and belong” and can especially ac-
commodate anyone with sensory issues and physi-

cal disabilities. It provides visually impaired colored 
pathways, a quiet cove and other unique play space 
for the autistic and those with other mental and 
physical disabilities. The playground allows chil-
dren that cannot be around large groups of people 
an enjoyable play area. The park has unique and fun 
equipment for those with sensory issues so children 
will find patterns, designs and equipment that are 
more comforting.

New unique playground open to public in Kenner

 page 15

On March 26, 2022, Kenner voters chose new Kenner mayor and new police chief

Kenner Mayor-elect 
Michael Glaser

One incumbent, two new Kenner City 
Council members elected, District 1 runoff 
scheduled April 30

Kenner Police Chief-elect 
Keith Conley

Michael Glaser - 75% of votes - 7,547
Ben Zahn - 25% of votes - 2,459

Turnout - 25.5%
(Unofficial results) 

Keith Conley - 69% of votes - 6,826
Mike Sigur - 31% of votes - 3,115

Turnout - 25.3%
(Unofficial results)

After votes were tabulated for the city-
wide primary March 26, 2022, election, Dee 
Dunn and David Weathersby will be in a Ken-
ner City Council District 1 runoff election set 
for April 30, 2022, 

There are 6,590 registered voters in Dis-
trict 1. Unofficial results show 1,184 votes cast 
in District 1 with Dunn receiving 529 or 45% of the total votes. Weathersby garnered 322 votes or 27%. Of the 
other two candidates in a field of four, Freddie Davis had 17% of the vote and Jacqueline Brown Cockerham 
received 11%. Early voting for the April 30 election begins April 16 through April 23, 2022, excluding April 17. 

Kenner Mayor-elect Michael Glaser and Kenner Police Chief-elect Keith Conley will take office on July 1, 2022.

David WeathersbyDee Dunn

More Kenner City Council election results on page 15.
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ANDAND

one world one sky:one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may 
live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon 
fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. 
Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through his 
eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s hearts and 
minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient 
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groupsTuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLYGENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★★     Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m. Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per showAdmission: Adults, $6 per show  ★★    Children/Seniors, $5 per show Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★★    Multi-show packages availableMulti-show packages available

www.kenner.la.uswww.kenner.la.us                show schedule subject to changeshow schedule subject to change

Big Bird’s Big Bird’s 
AdventureAdventure

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

From Earth to the universe
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 31 minutes    The night sky ha s inspired awe 
and been the subject of campfi re stories, and ancient myths for as long as there have been 
people. Take a journey of celestial discovery, from theories of the ancient Greek astronomers 
to today’s grandest telescopes, as we invite you to experience From Earth to the Universe.

The Accidental Astronauts: The Accidental Astronauts: 
An Earth, Sun, Moon AdventureAn Earth, Sun, Moon Adventure
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 32 minutes  
Follow the adventures of Sy and Annie as they embark on an unexpected journey into space!  
Explore the Earth, Sun and Moon system with a wise-cracking starship computer.  Get up 
close and personal with a solar storm. And gain a new appreciation of our home planet. “The 
Accidental Astronauts” is a space adventure for all ages.

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 45 minutes    Some great artists like John Lennon, James 
Brown, and Elvis Presley come into our lives only to depart far too soon, leaving behind a musical legacy.  Laser 
Tribute pays homage to great artists whose music has touched and inspired us all.  May their legacies live on, 
one song at a time.  

GIVE HELP
GET HELP

GIVE HELP
DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK
Financial donations can be made by 

check or money order payable to 
KENNER FOOD BANK

Mail or drop o�  to 
317 Oxley Street, Kenner 70062

Food Donations Accepted on Mondays 
& Wednesdays from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

GET HELP
The Kenner Food Bank 

strives to serve 
all citizens of the 

City in need of assistance.

Kenner

To Give Help or Get Help 
Please call (504) 468-7204 

for more information.
The Kenner Food Bank is located at 

317 Oxley Street, Kenner, Louisiana 70062.



3         KENNER STHR  H  APRIL 2022 

ACHIEVED THE HIGHEST SCORE
IN FOOD/BEVERAGE & RETAIL
ACHIEVED THE HIGHEST SCORE

For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards

#1
IN CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION
WITH LARGE AIRPORTS

RANKED BY J.D. POWER, RATED BY OUR CUSTOMERS
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Louisiana legislators need to go big or go home
By Jeff Crouere

In close to 60 years 
in journalism, one of life’s 
lessons that I have often 
observed is the deter-

mination, perseverance and just plain stubbornness that it 
often takes to turn a good deed from a dream into a reality.

That was certainly the case with one of my favorite 
Kenner Star stories, the struggle to fund and build what is to-
day known as Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground – “Help-
ing every child to be active, to be social and to belong.”

Anthony is the godchild of Arita and Brad Bohannan 
who reside in Kenner. Arita is an attorney and founder of the 
Mediation Center located in her law office in Kenner. Brad 
owns property in the French Quarter and is also the owner of 
a music publishing company. When Anthony was very young, 
he was diagnosed with autism. It meant he had physical, in-
tellectual, neurological and psychological issues that would 
not allow him to enjoy the usual forms of play. “Anthony was 
a sweet, absolutely beautiful child with a great personality, 
but he had certain disabilities that constrained him from the 
usual forms of play,” says Arita. “So, Brad and I thought we 

would build a playground that he and other children like him 
could fully enjoy.”

They began to research what a special needs play-
ground might look like and found a non-profit firm in Mis-
souri that built what were called inclusive playgrounds for 
children like Anthony. Unfortunately, inclusive playgrounds 
are very expensive depending on the features selected. The 
Missouri firm told the Bohannan’s the inclusive playground 
they had designed would cost $530,000. Arita and Brad 
thought they could raise that much. They made their own 
generous contribution to the cause and asked their friends 
to help. And help they did. They got an enthusiastic response 
from city hall and council members. Louisiana Lieutenant 
Governor Billy Nungesser came up with some state funds. 
A law client of Arita’s made a major contribution and other 
friends helped. Soon, the Bohannan’s had the $530,000. But, 
sadly, the firm in Missouri said the costs of materials had 
gone up during the nearly two years it took to raise the funds, 
especially post-COVID, and the price tag was now $600,000.

But Arita and Brad didn’t buckle. They went back to 
work. Brad’s music company does business in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, and his Nashville friends kicked in to help. In fact, 
they came to Kenner and hosted a sold-out concert that 

raised over $30,000 in just one night. Realtor Sid Bullard 
with The Event Center donated the space needed for the 
successful event. So, too, did an LSU fraternity, Tau Kappa 
Epsilon. High school students heard about the project and 
helped raise money and just as importantly lent the effort 
some elbow grease and hard work cleaning up and volun-
teering hours for the concert fundraiser. And, unexpectedly, 
readers of the Kenner Star responded to stories about the 
project with donations of more than $8,000 just when it was 
most needed. “The people who had read about the project in 
the Kenner Star were complete strangers to us,” says Arita. 

“But the idea of a special needs playground in Kenner just 
touched their hearts and they wanted to be part of it.”

So, the $600,000 was raised. But another issue arose. 
Where would the playground be built? Arita and Brad 
wanted the playground built in the Holly Height’s pocket 
park known as Miguez Park. Brad and Arita thought the chil-
dren would find comfort in a small setting such as Miguez. 
So, they lobbied for that setting and all came to agreement 
on the location. Their friends and family contributed several 
park benches to the project and they were a welcome ad-
dition, getting a lot of use. Citizens donated a pet station 
and Frossard’s Landscaping donated several permanent 

trash cans. Construction began in October 2021 and within 
months, Hahn Enterprises had the park beautifully built and 
complete. The grand opening was held on February 26, 2022.

I recently visited Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground 
and the place was packed. There was only one parking space 
open and there must have been 100 or more kids enjoying 
the playground that Arita and Brad made possible, with a lot 
of help from a lot of folks. Of course, kids who don’t have dis-
abilities can also enjoy Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground. 
And a lot of adults come to the playground to watch over 
their kids and do their own exercise routines or walk on the 
track. It is the only one of its kind in Louisiana, but Arita and 
Brad have been asked to help with proposed special needs 
playgrounds in Mississippi and in Canada.

Anthony, not surprisingly, loves the playground named 
for him. He recently said to Arita, “My playground’s a big deal, 
isn’t it?”

Yes, Anthony, your playground is a very big deal indeed 
and it will continue to bring delight to generations of chil-
dren like you long after we’re all gone.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@gmail.
com.

Overcoming obstacles was key to funding, building acclaimed Kenner Playground
By Allan Katz

Political

With Louisiana 
Governor John Bel Ed-
wards officially ending 

his COVID-19 emergency 
powers, hopefully, life will start to return to normal in the 
state. The last two years have been a total economic disas-
ter with the lockdowns, the mandates and the cancella-
tion of many events and conventions.

Other states, such as Florida and Texas, adopted a 
more modest response to the pandemic and tried to keep 
their businesses wide open. The result is that the econo-
mies of those two states are significantly more robust than 
the Louisiana economy.

Of course, Louisiana’s economic problems did not 
start with the pandemic and will not end with the reopen-
ing of the state. Major structural reform is needed. Thus, it 
is a perfect time for the state legislators to address these 
issues in their ongoing session in Baton Rouge.

Our 144 state legislators will be in session for almost 
three months. Usually, these sessions produce a bevy of 
new laws designed to limit our freedoms and not make it 
any easier to earn a living or raise a family in Louisiana.

For example, the House Transportation Committee 
has already passed a bill that is introduced every year. This 
bill will ban the use of handheld cell phones in a vehicle. 
State Representative Mike Huval (R-Breaux Bridge) is 
fixated on this legislation and has made it his signature 
cause for many years.

While he claims the legislation is needed for safety 
on the roadways, the measure does limit the freedom of 
motorists. If the bill is passed, it will lead to more tickets, 
more fines for motorists and more waste of resources for 
law enforcement.

Our law enforcement should not be focused on mo-
torists with cell phones. Instead, their top priority must be 
to locate and arrest violent criminals, who are freely roam-
ing the streets of New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Shreveport 
and other areas of the state. These criminals do not fear 
prosecution or incarceration in our state.

Capital punishment has effectively been halted in 

Louisiana. Of the 5,000 homicides that have been commit-
ted in New Orleans in the last quarter century, not one of 
the convicted murderers has been executed for the violent 
crime of taking a human life. Punishing violent criminals 
should be a top focus of our state leaders, not punishing 
law-abiding motorists who use a cell phone in their vehicle.

If only Representative Huval and his colleagues 
had similar passion on issues such as making Louisiana a 
safer and more economically prosperous state. The crime 
epidemic in New Orleans is so horrible that thousands of 
residents have signed a petition demanding that 500 mem-
bers of the Louisiana National Guard be brought to the city 
to supplement the under-staffed police department. The 
petition cites several reasons for the request including 

“Everyday our neighbors and friends are being violently as-
saulted and targeted because the criminals know there is 
not enough protection.”

Along with improving public safety, legislators 
should be focused on how to improve the moribund econ-
omy of Louisiana. Ironically, in a state with a struggling 
economy, there is a budget surplus; however, it is due to 
the influx of federal money. While legislators are deciding 
how to spend these funds, consideration should be given 
to how to give struggling Louisiana residents a tax break.

Over the last few decades, the Louisiana state bud-
get has grown much too large. During the six years of Loui-
siana Governor John Bel Edwards, Louisiana’s population 
remained stagnant, yet our state budget grew by an amaz-
ing $8 billion dollars.

While the state has a budget surplus, there is not a 
surplus of residents. In the year that ended in July of 2021, 
Louisiana lost 27,156 residents, the fifth highest total in 
the country. None of the other states to suffer major popu-
lation losses (California, Illinois, Massachusetts and New 
York) are in the South.

Our southern neighbors are booming economically. 
These states are led by pro-business governors who be-
lieve in limited government and low taxation. For example, 
Texas, Tennessee and Florida are among the nine states in 
the nation with no income tax. Even Mississippi is moving 
toward eliminating the state income tax as well.

Unfortunately, in this Louisiana legislative session, 

there are no serious proposals to eliminate our state in-
come tax. The only measures given a chance of passage are 
focused on minor changes to the tax system in the state.

Another area that warrants serious consideration is 
the elimination or at least the suspension of state gasoline 
taxes as prices have almost doubled in the last fourteen 
months. Motorists pay 20 cents per gallon in Louisiana 
state taxes. Already South Carolina has decided to sus-
pend the collection of their state gasoline taxes.

Not surprisingly, eliminating or suspending the state 
gasoline tax has no chance of passage in the legislature. 
In Louisiana too many state legislators are opposed to 
the idea. For example, State Representative Kyle Green 
(D-Marrero) rejected any reduction to the gasoline tax 
in Louisiana because of the “negative impact to our state 
budget.”

While Representative Green and his colleagues are 
worried about the state budget, there does not seem to be 
similar concern about the budget of Louisiana residents 
who are struggling to financially survive as inflation surges 
across the country.

To improve our plight, Louisiana needs bold lead-
ership. Sadly, Louisiana is falling further behind and the 

“politics as usual” legislative agenda will not solve our prob-
lems.

Louisiana residents are on the receiving end of too 
many taxes, too many criminals and too much government. 
A freedom agenda would be beneficial for our economy 
and our future growth.

Unfortunately, legislators seem intent on taking 
away more freedoms and making minor changes when 
massive change is both warranted and needed.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs 
locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and 
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio 
station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a 
political columnist, is the author of “America’s Last 
Chance” and provides regular commentaries on the 
Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.
com. For more information, email Crouere at jeff@jef-
fcrouere.com.
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY STEM SCHOOL
“The mission of Washington Elementary S.T.E.M. School is to empower all 
learners to achieve academic success and build character in a safe and 
respectful environment.”

School Pledge: 

Washington Elementary  
S.T.E.M. School ROAR

R-Respect people  
and property

O-Open minded

A-Always safe

R-Responsible

Washington Elementary is located at 606 Clay Street in Kenner. For more 
information, call (504) 464-9111 or visit jpschools.org/washington. You can 
also keep up with the latest news by checking out Washington’s Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. Washington Elementary is represented on the 
Jefferson Parish School Board by District 5 member Simeon Dickerson. 

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

Government

We had a wonder-
ful Carnival season in 
Kenner thanks to the 
Krewe of Isis, Krewe 

of Argus and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club 
along with a dedicated team of city employees and all 
the Kenner residents who came out to enjoy the fun.

After a year off due to COVID, it was great to 
get back to normal in Kenner during Carnival and the 
packed streets were an indication that our residents 
and visitors agreed.

We introduced a new Carnival tradition in the 
city – Kenner Gras – which took place at Kenner City 
Park. The inaugural Kenner Gras event kicked off two 

 
 
hours before the Krewe of Isis started their parade 
and included a free concert from Contraflow and food 
trucks. We had a great turnout for this new event and 
we intend to make it bigger and better next year and 
in the years to come.

The Krewe of Isis put on a fantastic parade that 
was packed with people who lined the entire parade 
route. The group’s second parade back in Kenner af-
ter 40 years was a big success.

A great Carnival weekend would not have 
been possible without a true team effort that 
includes so many volunteers and both Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner and Celebration Church 
for providing free parking.

On Lundi Gras, we again had big crowds to 
greet the courts of the Krewe of Argus and Zulu in 
Rivertown, along with a free concert from the Top 
Cats and food, crafts and fun.

I’d like to offer special thanks to the incred-
ible team that made all this go off without a hitch: 
Carolyn Barrett and Visit Kenner, Mark Glorioso 
and General Services, Kenny Melvin and Field Ser-
vices, the Kenner Media Team, the Kenner Police 
Department – not only for doing a great job with 
public safety and traffic control but stepping up 
to help our field services crews with barricades – 
the Kenner Fire Department, the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff’s Office, the Jefferson Parish Fire Depart-
ment’s HazMat team, Kenner Emergency Team, 
East Jefferson EMS, Ochsner EMS, St. Charles 

EMS, the U.S. Army 62nd Survey Team, Friends of 
Rivertown, Heidi Glorioso, Michael Clause and the 
IT Department, Recreation Director Charles Il-
lanne, Tunney Barrett, IV Waste and Elgin Sweep-
ing Services, all our vendors, the Boy Scouts and 
the food trucks at Kenner Gras, all the volunteers, 
the Krewe of Isis, the Krewe of Argus and the Zulu 
Social Aid and Pleasure Club.

And, of course, thanks to the people of Ken-
ner and all those who came out to enjoy Carnival. 
Planning for next year has already begun.   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
504-468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Carnival 2022 a great success in Kenner
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Kenner re-
ceived some great 
news earlier this 
year that the city was 

awarded a grant of more than $4 million, as part of 
the American Rescue Plan Act, for a complete over-
haul of a sewer lift station in north Kenner.

The money comes from the Water Sector Pro-
gram that is administered by the state and is de-
signed to help pay for repairs, improvements and 
consolidation of community water and sewer systems 
through Louisiana.

The grant will be used to overhaul the lift sta-
tion, which has a capacity to handle four million gal-
lons a day, and is 35 years old and in need of major 
repairs and upgrades. The lift station will be located 

just to the west of the existing station in the parking 
lot of the Woodlake Gym.

Kenner Mayor Zahn has described landing 
the grant as very significant for the residents of 
northwest Kenner and offers thanks to State Rep. 
Joe Stagni for his help in making the grant possible, 
along with assistance from State Sens. Gary Smith Jr. 
and Kirk Talbot.

The city will be required to put up matching 
funds of nearly $1.5 million and that money will 
come from a part of the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund Loan Program. It’s a 20-year loan at a fixed rate 
of 0.95 percent.

The project includes a new lift station with new 
pumps and motors, a new concrete wet well, new 

electrical building and controls, a hoist system for 
pump removal, a new generator and above-ground 
fuel storage tank.

Sporadic repairs have been made to the lift 
station over the years, but that has not significantly 
solved the issues. This complete rework of the sta-
tion will finally fix some sewerage issues that have 
periodically affected residents in northwest Kenner 
for decades.

We are still awaiting a final timeline on the proj-

ect from the engineer, but we expect to get that in-
formation soon. Construction will likely begin in the 
second quarter of 2023 with a total construction time 
estimated at one year.  

Tom Schreiner is Kenner Deputy Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of Public Works and Capital Projects. 
Kenner’s Public Works office is located at 1610 Rever-
end Richard Wilson Drive. Schreiner can be reached at  
504-468-7515.

City receives $4 million grant to completely upgrade 35-year-old north Kenner lift station
By Tom Schreiner–Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer of Public Works and Capital Projects

Police

This month and 
throughout the year 
the Kenner Police 

Department celebrates and recognizes National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month by encouraging all 
individuals and organizations to play a role in mak-
ing Kenner a better place for families. By ensuring 
that parents have the knowledge, skill and resourc-
es they need to care for their children, we can help 
prevent child abuse and neglect by strengthening 
families and communities, even during the pan-
demic. April is a time to celebrate the important 
role that communities play in protecting children. 
Everyone’s participation is critical.

The following tips are some ways to help pre-
vent child abuse as a member of the community.

Help to organize after-school programs for your 
neighborhood children.

Offer to check in on your neighbor’s latch-key 
children.

Introduce children to the arts such as museums, 
children’s theater or concerts and libraries which 

 
 
 
 
 
 
now have online resources.

Volunteer for a non-profit organization that 
supports families.

Contact your local officials to advocate for 
policies that strengthen and support families.

Become a foster or adoptive parent.
During the month of April, the Kenner Police 

Department will participate in the “Pinwheels for 
Prevention” campaign. “Pinwheels for Prevention” 
is a national movement which highlights the pin-
wheel as a symbol for child abuse prevention. This 
campaign puts focus on the belief that the preven-
tion of child abuse and neglect makes a significant 
impact on our communities, economy and our coun-
try. Pinwheel plantings help to create awareness 
that there is a need for programs and policies that 
focus on child abuse prevention strategies.

Additionally, in honor of National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month, the Jefferson Children’s Advoca-
cy Center (CAC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that provides direct services to child abuse survivors, 

April is National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
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Law

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured  •  504-432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
         504-456-1300         504-456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading
FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVALTREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

MKT-5894M-A

> edwardjones.com

Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor

909 West Esplanade Ave., Ste. 109 
Kenner, LA 70065
504-467-3995

Are your investments ready to
fight inflation?

The deadline for 
filing Federal income 
taxes, Monday, April 18, 
2022, is fast approach-

ing. Income tax time is always a concern for individu-
als contemplating filing bankruptcy. What should you 
do with your refund if you intend to file bankruptcy? 
Here are some tips to use that refund to prepare for a 
Chapter 7 or Chapter 13 bankruptcy filing.

File your taxes early and have your refund 
directly deposited into a bank account.

File your taxes as soon as possible and request 
a direct deposit into your bank account. Having your 
refund deposited into a bank account will help you 
keep track of how you spend your refund. This will 
be important in your bankruptcy case because the 
trustee will want a detailed record of how you spent 
your refund money.

Set aside money for your filing fee, costs, and 
if necessary, an attorney.

The filing fee for a Chapter 7 case is $338. For 
a Chapter 13, the filing fee is $313. Set aside the ap-

propriate amount for your case. There will also be 
costs for completing counseling classes and obtaining 
credit reports, as well as some printing and mailing 
costs. I suggest reserving about $50 for counseling 
courses and $50 for your credit reports. If you haven’t 
already used your free annual credit report views, you 
can save some money by using them now. You should 
also set aside money for printing and mailing your 
case to all your creditors. I suggest at least $200, es-
pecially if you need to use a company for your copying 
or printing needs. Some attorneys include these costs 
in their fees, others do not; make sure you ask what 
the attorney fees will cover. An attorney’s fee may be 
anywhere from $1,000 to $4,500 and will depend on 
your case’s complexity. Many attorneys offer free con-
sultations so you can determine which type of filing is 
best for you, and how much money your case will cost 
before actually filing.

Spend the remainder of your return on neces-
sities.

After you calculate how much money you will 
need for your bankruptcy filing fees, costs and an 
attorney, you need to spend the rest of your refund. 
Any money left in your bank account on the day you 
file your case becomes an asset to your bankruptcy 
estate, i.e., it will get paid to your creditors. But, if 
you spend the rest of your refund wisely before you 
file, you will be better prepared for a successful fresh 
start after your discharge. As weird as it may sound, 
you should not use your tax refund to pay your debts 
– especially debts owed to family members or friends.

Debts that are paid immediately prior to your 

bankruptcy filing can be considered a preference or a 
fraudulent transfer that can result in your bankruptcy 
trustee seeking to recover those funds and pay them 
to your creditors. You can, however, use your refund 
to pay your regular living expenses, such as your rent, 
utilities and car notes. If you are behind on a car note 
or mortgage, it may be a good decision to catch up any 
missed payments if you intend to retain the collateral 
property. You can also buy groceries, medications, 
eyeglasses, personal care items, clothing and shoes. If 
you still have refund money remaining, you can com-
plete necessary car repairs or finally get that dental 
work you had been dreading. Do not use your refund 
money to buy luxury items like a new flat screen or 
a Disney vacation. Once you have spent your refund 
according to these guidelines, it’s finally time to get 
ready for filing your case.

The best ways to protect your refund in bank-
ruptcy are to file your taxes and consult an experi-
enced attorney prior to filing bankruptcy.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should 
not be construed to constitute legal advice.   

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisi-
ana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, prac-
ticing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, 
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite 
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal in-
juries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s 
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at 
504-704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Three tips to turn your tax refund into debt freedom through bankruptcy
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
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Having an annual check-up with a primary care doctor 
can help catch health problems and keep you healthy. 
Plus, most insurance plans cover annual check-ups at no 
additional cost to you.

Our services include:

   •  Annual flu shots and immunizations

   •  Annual health checkup and complete physicals

   •  Coordinated care of chronic conditions

   •  Diagnosis and management of diseases

   •  Health risk assessments

   •  Seasonal allergy treatment

   •  Treatment of acute conditions

   •  Virtual visits

Discover how Ochsner 
Primary Care keeps your 
health on track.

Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood 
2120 Driftwood Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70065

Our Locations:

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner 
200 W. Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065

To schedule an appointment, call 504-608-1069  
or visit ochsner.org/schedule

Bringing Winston back on two-
year deal the right move
By Ken Trahan 

It appears the 
marriage vows have 

been renewed and the bride was not left at the altar.
Various reports now have the Saints bringing Ja-

meis Winston back on a two-year deal worth approxi-
mately $28 million.

It is the sound move to make for both parties.
From the perspective of the Saints, they were 

all-in on a franchise-changing, albeit controversial, 
move to get Deshaun Watson.

That did not happen.
From the perspective of Winston, the market 

simply did not emerge.
Only the Indianapolis Colts appeared to express 

any real interest and they opted for a trade with At-
lanta for Matt Ryan.

Of course, Cleveland executed a massive move 
to trade for Watson.

Denver executed a massive trade for Russell 
Wilson.

Tom Brady returned from his brief retirement to 
continue in Tampa Bay.

Aaron Rodgers and Kirk Cousins stayed put in 
the NFC north with the Packers and Vikings.

Washington opted to trade for Carson Wentz.
Pittsburgh chose Mitchell Trubisky.
Teddy Bridgewater, considered a possibility for 

New Orleans, went to Miami as a reserve.
Seattle and Carolina are still in the market for 

a quarterback.
The remaining options for the Saints, Jimmy 

Garoppolo and Baker Mayfield, simply were not clear-
ly better, if better at all, for New Orleans.

Garoppolo has skins on the wall but his injury 
history and timeline for returning from surgery were 
real concerns.

Mayfield may yet emerge as a decent to solid 
NFL quarterback in a different location but opinions 
are clearly split on that occurring.

Marcus Mariota was another worth taking a look 
at but given his history, he was not a better option for 
New Orleans than Winston, who is clearly familiar 
with the system and players. Mariota then signed with 
the Falcons.

There are things to like about Winston.
Starting with his personal life, Winston has 

settled in nicely and become a solid citizen, husband 
and father, helping to erase memories of serious ac-
cusations from the past.

In his professional life, Winston showed prog-
ress in the limited sample size we saw in 2021.

On the positive side, Winston looked and sound-
ed the part of a team leader, someone whose team-
mates respected and would follow.

Performance-wise, Winston showed maturity in 
throwing 14 touchdown passes with just three inter-
ceptions.

New Orleans was 5-2 in the games he started.
The cause for pause would be his previous five 

years with Tampa Bay and the troubling aspect of ac-
curacy.

Winston is 33-44 all-time as a starter in the NFL. 
He has completed just 61.2 percent of his passes, 
clearly below the threshold any NFL team would like.

In 2021, Winston completed just 59 percent of 
his passes. Sean Payton and Pete Carmichael wisely 
kept Winston under wraps, teaching him to manage 
himself and the game and not to force throws.

Prior to the injury in the home game with Tam-
pa Bay, Winston was averaging just 25.2 passes per 

game and the Saints led the NFL in run vs. pass ratio, 
running the ball more than any team in the league.

The Saints averaged 25.1 points per game in 
games that Winston started and just 18.8 points in all 
other games in 2021.

The Saints were smart enough to know that 
Watson was a unique talent, one that could lift the 
fortunes of a franchise for a decade or more and the 
organization already had that blueprint with Drew 
Brees, which turned out to be for 15 seasons.

The Saints were smart enough to know that Win-
ston has talent, the kind that you can win with if he 
manages himself and the offense well enough.

The Saints are also smart to provide just a two-
year deal.

What that does is to secure the spot for Winston 
to prove himself in that period of time with a roster 
that still has the look of a contender with the NFL 
Draft set to play a key role in enhancing the prospects 
of the team.

If Winston does not show the improvement we 
saw last season before his knee injury, you move on.

Winston is smart enough to know that even 
though his feelings may have taken a hit with the 
pursuit of Watson by New Orleans, the Saints are un-
doubtedly his best bet to remain a starter in the NFL.

Winston is smart to know that the system is one 
he knows well and that the players around him are 
familiar.

Winston also understands that Michael Thomas 
is returning and that New Orleans is very likely to 
invest in another receiver very early in the draft to 
enhance the weapons he has to work with.

The final piece to the puzzle would have been to 
invest in a quarterback in the first round of the draft.

Based on the move with Winston, it appears 
New Orleans will not go that route and likely did not 
see anyone they loved in that spot, in this year’s first 
round.

By all accounts, Winston is ahead of schedule 
with the rehabilitation of his knee injury, which he 
has documented on social media.

Taysom Hill, also recovering from a serious in-
jury, is still here under contract and remains an insur-
ance policy, if needed.

Bringing Winston back, on a short team deal, is 
the right move.

If it pays off, the vows can be renewed for a third 
time in 2024.

If not, both sides could move on, knowing that a 
fair shake was provided.

In the meantime, the Saints paid properly to 
secure a capable starter in a move well received by 
teammates.  

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief execu-
tive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports 
director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts 
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s 
Original Prep Report” on Friday nights during the 
football season and “The Three Tailgaters Show” 
with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. 
until noon. Trahan has served as the general man-
ager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Mer-
cedes-Benz Superdome since its inception in 1988 
and does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio 
stations in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves as 
the president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works with 
Life Resources Ministries and is president and em-
cee of the Greater New Orleans Quarterback Club.
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COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Throwing in-
juries in baseball 
is one of the most 
researched topics in 

sports medicine over the past 10 years. Injuries 
to the shoulder and elbow of the throwing athlete 
have increased significantly over the past few 
years. There are many factors that cause these 
injuries which need to be examined and taken 
seriously when working with the throwing athlete.

In 2007, new rules were put in place to pro-
tect the pitcher at the Little League World Series. 

Prior to 2007, a 12-year-old pitcher could throw 
six innings per week and six innings per game, 
in which there was no rule on how many pitches 
could be thrown during those innings. There are 
now pitch limits in place which states that any-
one who throws more than 20 pitches in a day 
needs to rest a day before he can pitch again. If 
pitchers throw 85 pitches in a day, they must rest 
at least three days before pitching again. Pitch 
counts have now become the standard by which 
we protect our young throwing athletes. In a pub-
lication of Sports Health, Dr. Charles Bush-Joseph, 
a sports medicine specialist at Rush University 
Medical Center, breaks down the number and 

type of pitches appropriate for various age groups.
9-10 years old: no more than 50 pitches/

game and 75 pitches/week
11-12 years old: no more than 75 pitches/

game and 100 pitches/week
13-14 years old: 75 pitches/game and 125 

pitches/week
14 years old: begin throwing curve ball pitch
17 years old: begin throwing slider pitch
Recommendations on pitch type are also 

becoming standard across youth baseball. Biome-
chanical studies of adult pitchers have shown that 
there are minimal differences in elbow and shoul-
der forces when throwing a fastball or curveball 
and significantly less force throwing a change-up. 
However, an improperly thrown curveball is signif-
icantly more stressful than an improperly thrown 
fastball. This is the main reason curveballs should 
be prohibited prior to 14 years of age.

Pitching mechanics and fatigue play a signif-
icant role in injury to the throwing athletes’ elbow 
and shoulder. Proper pitching mechanics is vital 
to the longevity and prevention of injury. When 
a throwing athlete’s mechanics are poor, his/her 
risk of injury increases significantly. Strength, 
especially in the posterior shoulder region of the 
throwing arm also plays a role in the prevention 
of injury.

Pre and in-season conditioning programs are 
vital for the success of an injury-free season. In-

creasing strength in the posterior musculature of 
the throwing shoulder is vital in helping maintain 
proper throwing mechanics and having a success-
ful, injury free season. Scapular strength and be-
ing able to maintain stability in the scapular re-
gion, especially during the acceleration phase of 
the throwing motion will decrease stress from the 
shoulder and elbow, thus allowing for improved 
mechanics and velocity. Also, having strong core/
hip strength will decrease stress in the upper 
quarter throwing mechanics and provide for a 
stable base of support.

Protecting the arm of our young players is 
a role that not only falls on the shoulders of the 
coaches, but on the shoulders of the parents as 
well.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on 
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU 
Medical School Department of Allied Health 
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The 
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kenner-
ortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosport-
stherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author 
and contributing writer to the Kenner Star Or-
thopedic column.

Prevention of throwing injuries in baseball 
By Craig Goodwin 

Education

As we approach the two-year anniversary of 
the pandemic, Jefferson Parish Schools remain 
strong despite the many challenges that we’ve 
had to overcome. One of the primary reasons we 
have been able to not only sustain, but advance 
our district, is because of our teachers, adminis-
trators, faculty and staff. Without their dedica-
tion, commitment to our children and passion for 
their work, JP Schools would not be as successful.

Jefferson Parish Schools developed a plan 
to reward and retain our employees who have 
helped move our students forward and keep our 
schools open by providing retention stipends to 
all our employees. These stipends serve as a way 
to show appreciation and encourage our employ-
ees to remain in our district to help us combat 
the unique labor challenges our nation is being 
faced with. This plan mirrors what school systems 
around the nation are doing to retain employees, 
while also tailoring our stipend to the specific 
needs of our system. For example, our retention 
stipend plan is unique from other districts in that 
it is ongoing rather than a one-time payout. It re-
wards longevity, with five payouts between July 
2022 and June 2024. The retention stipend plan 
is tiered to provide the greatest support to our 

school-based educators, administrators and staff. 
I’m sincerely appreciative to all our staff who 
have worked so hard to keep our schools open 
during such an unprecedented time.

We are thankful to all our employees for con-
tinuing to serve our parish, while also remaining 
good stewards of the funds entrusted to us in our 
general budget. Jefferson Parish Schools employ-
ees’ meaningful work helps shape the lives of chil-
dren, and I’m pleased that alongside our school 
board, we can reward them for their dedication. 
Although we could never fully compensate em-
ployees for the invaluable work that they do to 
help meet the needs of children, these stipends 
are a way to show appreciation to employees 
whose contributions to the district help make a 
positive impact on our children’s lives.   

Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson 
Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse dis-
trict in Louisiana, serving around 51,000 students. 
Dr. Gray is a 25-year veteran of public education 
and most recently served as Jefferson Parish Chief 
of Schools. Follow JP Schools on Instagram and 
Twitter at @jpschools.

Retaining educators, 
administrators and staff during 
unprecedented times
By James Gray, Ed.D.
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theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CHECK OUT OURCHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEERPACKAGE BEER

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

22.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASESUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

19.99
Long Neck BottlesLong Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

DRY ICEDRY ICE
  1.35  1.35 lb. lb.

COKE PRODUCTS
COKE, DIET COKE, COKE, DIET COKE, 

DR PEPPER AND OTHER DR PEPPER AND OTHER 
12 PACK 12 PACK 

COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS

theicehousekenner.comtheicehousekenner.com

 Ice Cold Ice Cold 

    KEGKEG BEERBEER
To Go!To Go!

18 Pack

66..4949
12 PACK

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073

Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.

FOR SALE

$338,000
6210 Dorothea St. • New Orleans

SOLD

$660,000
1909 Khan Drive • Metairie

$260,000
3708 Haring Road • Metairie

SALE PENDINGSALE PENDING

$80,000
1104 Lake Louise Drive • Harvey

SALE PENDINGSALE PENDING

When we studied 
world history our pro-
fessors told us that the 
era of great power land 

wars in Europe ended after World War II. We all agreed 
that in the future wars would be limited to guerilla ac-
tions in faraway countries and proxy wars as commu-
nism and capitalism fought for supremacy. Later when 
the Soviet Union broke up, some went so far as to say 
that it marked the “end of history.” I’m still not sure 
what that was supposed to mean.

Our collective thought in the West was that glo-
balization and international law would create a web of 
interconnections and dependencies that would prevent 
great power conflicts. Unfortunately, we were wrong. 
The interconnections gave despotic regimes like Russia 
and China the impression that western dependence on 
cheap oil and gas from Russia and cheap manufactured 
goods from China meant that the West would not resist 
genocide, violations of international law or wars of ag-
gression.

China and Russia no longer feel constrained by 
international law. The result of this lack of restraint 
means a war in Europe and the possibility of a war in 
Asia if China tries to take Taiwan by force.

The economic cost is spreading around the world 
while the cost in human lives and misery is currently 
limited to Ukraine, Hong Kong and the Xinjiang region 
of China.

War is always inflationary. The reason is that in 
addition to the loss of life, war represents the actual 
destruction of property and wealth. All the manpower 
used to produce munitions, attack others and impose 

military rule is a complete loss for the world economy. 
You can’t simultaneously fight in an army and plant 
crops or work in a factory.

War redirects global supply chains to more expen-
sive and less efficient means of production. This is also 
inflationary with no offsetting benefit.

What this means for consumers is that the old in-
flation forecasts as we reopened from COVID are now 
obsolete. Year over year inflation was 7.9% at the end 
of February 2022, before Russia invaded Ukraine. The 
current expectation is that inflation will trend towards 
10% in the coming months.

Unfortunately, the things that reduced inflation 
in the past, such as United States energy independence, 
globalization, a growing labor force and just-in-time sup-
ply chains may now all be pushing inflation higher as 
those past advantages are reversed.

Based upon the new world disorder we recom-
mend that individuals convert floating rate debt to fixed 
rates where possible, build a cash reserve to handle un-
certainty, continue to invest in a broad range of United 
States securities and develop a plan to get out of debt.

These are tough times, but we have faced tough 
times before. I remain confident in the future of the 
United States. We have the creativity and resources to 
build a better future despite the actions of tyrants.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Missy Criswell, vice-president and branch 
manager can be contacted at 504-544-6340. Brian 
Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, can be 
contacted at 504-565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

New world disorder
By Guy Williams

Finance
You and your family may be eligible 
for increased benefits
By Maria T. Alvarez

We know your 
circumstances may 
change after you apply 

– or become – for ben-
efits. If you, or a family member, receive Social Security 
or Supplemental Security Income (SSI), certain life 
changes could increase your benefit amount. If you do 
not receive Social Security or Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI), please share this information with your 
friends and family and post it on social media.

As part of our “Potential Entitlement” initia-
tive, we want to help you identify where you might 
qualify for a higher benefit. For example, you may 
be entitled to higher benefits based on your own 
earnings record or someone else’s record. Some of 
the life changes that could possibly increase your 
benefits include the following scenarios.

If your spouse or ex-spouse dies, you may 
be eligible for a higher survivor benefit based on 
their earnings record. The death of an ex-spouse 
may entitle you to a higher survivor benefit even 
if you are already receiving a survivor benefit on 
another spouse’s record. We encourage you to read 
our publication, Survivors Benefits, for additional 
information at www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10084.pdf.

If you are receiving Social Security benefits 
based on your spouse’s work and you worked and 
earned credits, you may be eligible for a higher retire-
ment benefit based on your own work. You can view 
our Retirement page at www.ssa.gov/retirement.

If your deceased adult child provided at least 
half of your support, you may be eligible for a higher 
parent’s benefit based on your child’s work history. 
Our publication, Parent’s Benefits, includes infor-
mation you may want to consider at www.ssa.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10036.pdf.

We continue to focus our “Potential Entitlement” 
initiative on people who face barriers. These popula-
tions include older people, children with disabilities, 
veterans, SSI recipients and people with limited Eng-
lish proficiency. We are proud to say that since we 
started the initiative in 2017, our efforts have resulted 
in approximately $553 million in retroactive and total 
monthly increased benefits paid.

Check out our “Explore the Benefits You May 
Be Due” page at www.ssa.gov/potentialentitlement 
for more information on any additional benefits 
available for you and your family. You can use your 
personal my Social Security account to check your 
benefit and payment information – along with your 
earnings record. If you don’t have a personal my So-
cial Security account, you can create one today at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.  

Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Ad-
ministration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisi-
ana. To find your local SSA office phone number 
go to https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp. For 
more Social Security information, call the toll-free 
phone number, 1-800-772-1213.
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GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 504-305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

Tips for talking to your elderly loved one about assisted living
By Michelle Lovitt

Has your el-
derly loved one 
displayed signs 
that they are inca-

pable of being independent and living on their 
own? Perhaps they recently fell and went to 
the emergency room and are now back home. 
As the children of seniors, numerous scenarios 
raise our antennas, signaling it’s time for assist-
ing living. The problem is that most of us face a 
dilemma – discussing assisted living with our el-
derly loved ones is far from easy. Often, they are 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
unreceptive to the idea altogether, failing to see 
it’s in their best interest.

Here are helpful tips for talking to your el-
derly loved ones about assisted living. I hope this 
makes the conversation a little easier for every-
one involved in the decision. 
Educate yourself on senior care

Senior care aims to promote health, inde-
pendence and quality of life in those who have 
reached their later years. Unfortunately, most 
people are not well versed in the different lev-
els of senior care. Before discussing assisted liv-
ing with your elderly loved one, it is essential to 

educate yourself on the available senior care op-
tions. For starters, you will be able to determine 
which level of care is most appropriate for your 
loved one’s situation. You may assume they need 
assisted living when perhaps they need a higher 
level of care like skilled nursing, or maybe they 
would suffice with ongoing home care services. 
If they do require assisted living, then educating 
yourself on its nuances will better equip you to 
answer any questions that arise when you have 
the conversation with your elderly loved one. 
Create a list of why senior living is the best 
option

Did you know that approximately 36 million 
falls are reported each year among the elderly? 
These falls equate to about 32,000 deaths and 
300,000 hospitalizations for hip fractures, as re-
ported by the CDC. When bringing up the con-
versation about assisted living with your elderly 
loved one, it is crucial to prepare yourself and 
other family members on why it’s the best option 
to avoid becoming one of these statistics. One 
beneficial strategy is to perform an activities of 
daily living assessment before having the conver-
sation. Items in the evaluation include the ability 
to perform household tasks, toileting, grooming, 
climbing stairs, etc. If your elderly loved one sim-
ply cannot perform many of the activities on the 
list, then show them the assessment as a motiva-
tor for choosing assisted living.
Have a financial plan on how to pay

One of the biggest deterrents stopping se-
niors from choosing assisted living is the cost. 
Your elderly loved one might fear how they will 
pay for assisted living, especially if they are on 
a fixed income. Cost is a legitimate concern. 
However, comparing assisted living to 24-hour 
home care or even the cost of an ER visit plus 
post-acute rehabilitation pales in comparison. 
Be sure to bring up this crucial point when dis-
cussing assisted living with your elderly loved 
one. Additionally, some assisted living provid-
ers provide roommate arrangements, helping to 
lower the cost.
Address the other benefits of assisted living

The greatest motivators are usually intrin-
sic, so it is vital to determine what motivates a 
person to help encourage them. You’ve probably 
already reinforced the point that assisted living 
is the best care option; however, many other 
benefits could act as motivators that you should 
bring up to your elderly loved one. For starters, 
social isolation is a real and scary phenomenon. 
In fact, research has linked social isolation and 
loneliness to various physical and mental health 
conditions, including higher blood pressure, 

heart disease, depression and cognitive decline, 
as reported by the National Institute on Aging. 
Assisted living addresses the issue of social isola-
tion because your elderly loved one will be inter-
acting with other residents and caregivers daily. 
Several other benefits you could bring up include 
increased health and wellness, memory care, 
and even delicious meals prepared three times a 
day. Some assisted living providers even include 
fun activities in their monthly regimen, such as 
dance therapy, board games, art and crafts, and 
holiday parties.
Have several tours scheduled

If you plan to have the conversation of as-
sisted living with your elderly loved one, then 
don’t delay scheduling tours. The reason is that 
they might agree during the conversation, only to 
change their mind later. After all, relocation can 
be terrifying for people of any age, so you don’t 
want to give them too much time to waver in 
their decision. With that in mind, be sure to have 
several assisted living tours scheduled before 
starting the conversation. The last thing you’d 
want is to flounder around trying to schedule 
tours only to have your elderly loved one change 
their mind and consequently restart the conver-
sation altogether.
Be patient and listen

We all find ourselves in situations feeling 
impatient, frustrated or angry. There is a likely 
chance these emotions will arise when discuss-
ing assisted living with your elderly loved one. 
Please remember they feel scared and uncertain, 
which is natural and should be expected. It’s 
important to put yourself in their shoes and be 
empathetic. Exercise patience and practice good 
listening. More than anything, your elderly loved 
one wants to be heard, and, deep down, their 
fears are merely a way of asking for reassurance 
that things will be alright.
Conclusion

I hope this information has provided helpful 
tips on how to bring up the conversation about 
assisted living to an elderly loved one. The con-
versation is never easy, but it’s important, and 
you will do just fine!   

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon 
Care Homes with two locations at 4713 Drey-
fous Avenue and at 820 Phosphor Avenue, cur-
rently under construction and expected to be 
opened in fall of 2022. For more information 
and to schedule a personal tour of either home, 
call 504-290-1717 or email info@auduboncare-
homes.com. Visit Audubon Care Homes’ website 
at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

April 7 & April 21     
Aroma Catering

400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie 
https://eaanola.org

Generate 
Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confi dent 
Public Speaker

Improve 
Profi tability

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Government

The Kenner City Council’s upcoming April 
2022 meeting dates will be Thursday, April 7, 
2022, at 5:30 p.m. On Friday, April 22, 2022, the 
council meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m.

Until further notice, all Kenner City Coun-
cil meetings will be held in the Macy’s Building 
(north entrance) in The Esplanade mall located 
at 1401 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

To see the upcoming council meeting agen-
das and future meeting dates, visit the city’s web-
site at www.kenner.la.us.

Currently, the council meetings are not be-
ing live streamed because of service provider lim-
itations. Afterward, however, the entire meetings 
will be available for viewing on the KennerTV 
YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/
user/kennertvonline.    

Kenner City Council meeting dates
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JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3
504-292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

New Construction • Remodeling

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

The Jefferson Parish Library system will host a 
“Food for Fines” drive during National Library Week, 
which will take place April 3 through April 9, 2022.

“Food for Fines” is an initiative to help library 
cardholders pay off fines while also helping the com-
munity. Patrons who return items to the library will 
not be held responsible for paying late fees if they 
bring a canned or non-perishable food item, which 
will be donated to a local food bank.

Up to $1 of late fees will be waived for each item 
donated. Eligible donations include undamaged cans 
or packages of non-perishable food. Items that are ex-
pired or within six months of the expiration date will 
not be accepted. Food cannot be used to reduce fines 
for lost or damaged items. Donations can be brought 
to any Jefferson Parish Library location during regu-
lar operating hours.

“Our libraries have a wealth of information and 
services available to the citizens of Jefferson Parish,” 
said Jefferson Parish President Cynthia Lee Sheng. 

“This drive is a way to encourage people to return to 

the library while also helping those in need within 
our community.”

Additionally, patrons who need duplicate li-
brary cards due to loss or theft will be able to obtain 
them at no cost during this time with a donation.

The theme for this year’s National Library Week 
is “Connect with Your Library,” and spotlights librar-
ies as places to get connected to broadband, comput-
ers and other technological resources. For additional 
information about National Library Week program-
ming, visit www.jplibrary.net.

The Jefferson Parish Library system consists 
of 16 locations. There are two large regional libraries 
and seven branches on each side of the Mississippi 
River. For more information, contact the library at 
504-838-1100 or www.jplibrary.net.

For more information about Jefferson Parish, 
visit www.JeffParish.net. Residents can also receive 
regular updates by following the Parish on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram@JeffParishGov or by texting 
JPALERT or JPNOTICIAS to 888-777. 

Jefferson Parish Library offers ‘food for fines’ 
program during national library week

Matthew A. Nielsen, MD, OMC-Kenner’s new-
est urologist, specializes in minimally invasive 
prostate treatment for enlarged prostate, robotic 
treatment of urologic problems and urologic recon-
struction.

“Management of complicated urologic prob-
lems can be treated with minimally invasive surgery. 

This eases the burden on my patients. My specialty 
interests include kidney stone disease, prostate 
cancer, kidney masses and urologic reconstruction. 
I am thrilled to serve patients with innovative care 
options,” said Dr. Nielsen.

For more information about urology services 
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, located at 180 
West Esplanade Avenue, visit www.ochsner.org/
kenner or call 504-468-8600.  

Ochsner
 from page 1

Kenner City Council meeting dates
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Finance

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

PH: 504-704-1194  •  FAX: 504-364-9366

Match your financial goals with the right strategies
By Christina Sulli Wilson

To achieve most 
goals in life, you 
need some type of 
strategy. And that’s 

certainly true for your financial goals. Since you 
likely have multiple financial goals, you may need 
to pursue several different strategies – but they 
all should follow a similar process.
What does this process entail? Here are the basic 
steps.

Fully define each goal. Like most people, 
you probably have a goal of someday enjoying a 
comfortable retirement. But have you defined what 

“comfortable retirement” means to you? Do you plan 
to spend your retirement years traveling the world 
or would you rather stay close to home to be with 
family members? Would you like to pursue your hob-
bies? Open a small business? Think carefully about 
what this goal looks like.

Identify the costs. Once you’ve identified 
a retirement vision, you need to put a price tag on 
it. How much income will you require? You don’t 
have to identify a figure down to the penny, but you 
should be able to come up with a pretty good esti-
mate. A surprising number of people never reach 
this point – more than three-fourths of pre-retirees 
haven’t calculated how much they’ll need once they 
retire, according to Four Pillars of the New Retire-
ment, a study by Age Wave and Edward Jones.

Invest appropriately for each goal. Your 
investment strategy should reflect your risk toler-

ance and your goals. So, for example, when you’re 
working toward a long-term goal, such as retire-
ment, you’re essentially investing for growth, 
which means you’ll accept the level of risk that 
always accompanies a growth strategy. But when 
you’re investing for a shorter-term goal, such as 
taking an international vacation in a few years, 
you may be somewhat less concerned with maxi-
mum growth and more focused on making sure 
that a certain amount of money is available when 
you need it. Consequently, you might follow an 
investment strategy with a lower degree of risk.

Understand the potential trade-offs of your 
financial strategy. Each of your goals may have its 
own investment strategy, but you still need to look at 
your goals holistically. So, for instance, if you decide 
you need to ramp up your investing for your child’s 
education, will that affect your ability to put away 
the amounts you’ve designated for retirement? If so, 
do you have the flexibility to change your retirement 
plans somewhat, perhaps by working an extra year 
or so? Of course, this might not be necessary, but it 
does illustrate the potential impact one choice can 
have on another.

Track your progress. It’s important to track 
the progress of your investments and investment 
strategies, but you’ll want to be careful about using 
market indexes as benchmarks. Your portfolio was 
designed for your risk tolerance and goals, so com-
paring it to an equity index (like the S&P 500) isn’t 
all that relevant or helpful. Instead, measure your 
progress at least annually to determine if you’re 

On March 11, 2022, Jefferson Parish Schools 
(JP Schools) announced its application window for 
Pre-K registration. Registration is limited. The ap-
plication window for prospective students opened 
on March 11 and will close on April 22. JP Schools 
will host a series of in-person help sessions. The first 
session was held on March 14. Those who wish to 
register can apply at www.jeffersonchild.com.

“Early childhood education is the foundation of 
learning for children,’’ said JP Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. James Gray. “Pre-Kindergarten provides an 
invaluable opportunity to increase the chances of a 
child’s future success.”

JP Schools’ Early Childhood Program provides 
effective teacher-child interactions that are founda-
tional to young children becoming life-long learners. 

High-quality early childhood education eases the 
transition to kindergarten and is critical to a child’s 
success. All JP Schools Pre-K programs offer full-day 
programming, low student to teacher ratios, daily 
breakfast and lunch, bus transportation within the 
child’s attendance zone and services for students 
with disabilities.

The following qualifications must be met to 
register a child. A child must be four years old on or 
before September 30, 2022 to apply for a JP Schools 
PK4 classroom. Documents needed to register in-
clude identification, the child’s birth certificate, 
proof of residency, proof of income, current and up-
dated immunization records, 2021 proof of income 
and special education documentation.  

Jefferson Parish Schools opens application 
window for Pre-K registration

Schools

On March 17, 2022, Jefferson Parish Schools (JP 
Schools) announced a tiered plan to provide reten-
tion stipend to school-based educators, administra-
tors and staff. The plan strives to invest in the people 
who have worked hard to keep JP Schools open dur-
ing unprecedented times and who will continue to 
meet the needs of children well after the pandemic 
ends. The plan also aims to reward longevity and in-
cludes five payouts between July 2022 and June 2024.

I don’t think you can ever pay our employees 
enough for what they mean to our children, families 
and community,” said JP Schools Superintendent 
Dr. James Gray. “Employees most certainly deserve 
more, but this is a sizable investment to show appre-
ciation for what they’ve done and encouragement for 
what’s ahead.”

Stipend eligibility is based on employment 
dates and employee status. The tiers were developed 
to give individuals closest to the work of educating 
students in the classroom and in schools a larger 

percentage of the funds. Staff retention is one of 
the areas where the  U.S. Department of Education 
urged school systems to use resources from the El-
ementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Fund (ESSER). This plan mirrors what school sys-
tems around the nation are doing to retain employ-
ees, while also tailoring the stipend to the specific 
needs of Jefferson Parish Schools. JP Schools is 
unique from other districts in that the stipends are 
ongoing through 2024, rather than a onetime payout. 
These stipends will be paid for with just over $30 mil-
lion in ESSER funds, which is approximately 10% of 
the district’s total pandemic relief funds. This allows 
the district to reward employees for continuing to 
serve Jefferson Parish Schools, while also remaining 
good stewards of the funds entrusted to the district 
in the general budget.

For more information on JP Schools stipends, 
visit https://www.jpschools.org/stipend.  

Jefferson Parish Schools to distribute retention 
stipends to all employees

on track to achieve the goals your strategy was de-
signed to meet. When you review your progress, you 
may also want to determine if any changes in your 
family situation or your employment might affect 
your investment strategies. A financial professional 
can help you in this area. 

Achieving your financial goals takes time, ef-
fort and commitment. But by following the most ap-
propriate strategies for your situation, you’ve got a 
path that can help lead you to success.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 
West Esplanade, Suite 109, in Kenner. Wilson can 
be reached at 504-467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@
edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees 
and financial advisors are not estate planners 
and cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult an 
attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your 
situation.

Report an outage, lighting problem or other issues with Entergy service. 

https://www.myentergy.com/s/reportoutage
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Give your family

Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 504-466-8577

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
504-465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
504-286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers 

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining 
Available!

Six ways to support children 
with autism  
By Norman Vince Hill, M.D.

Autism Spec-
trum Disorder (ASD) 

is a neurodevelopmental disorder that often ap-
pears during the first three years of life. Autism 
can present in a wide variety of ways, but there 
are often some deficits in communication and 
social interaction.

Children with autism have difficulty engag-
ing in typical back-and-forth conversation and 
can appear to have little interest in social inter-
actions with others. They can also have a limited 
ability to understand others’ emotions or express 
emotions themselves. It may be challenging for 
children with autism to use or understand non-
verbal communication and engage with others 
when playing, sharing or making friends. Howev-
er, many people with autism excel consistently in 
certain mental tasks, such as counting, measur-
ing, art, music or memory.

A diagnosis of autism is a life changing event. 
For children with autism and their families, days 
become instantly filled with a multitude of thera-
py appointments and an all-consuming focus on 
their diagnosis and progress.

As a friend or family member of someone 
with autism, you may wish to offer social support. 
Below are a few good ways to get started.

Don’t be shy, reach out. Children with 
autism spectrum disorder and their families are 
often more isolated from social and community 
events. Don’t wait for them to seek you out. Ex-
tend invitations to them to be involved in your life 
and for you to be involved in theirs. 

Let them know that you understand they 
cannot accept all offers but the door is always 
open. This can prevent them from feeling pres-
sure to say yes to events that do not suit their 
child yet still feel confident they will be included 
in your tribe going forward.

Get to know the child. Begin with an open 
mind that allows you to see beyond the label of 
their child’s unique personality. Kids with autism 
are kids first. For these children, a lack of social 
understanding can lead others to assume they are 
not interested in interacting.

It is a myth that kids with autism do not 
want to be social; however, it is true that getting 
to know someone new can take practice. Follow 
their parent’s example in the best ways to com-
municate, as this can be a good starting point 
while you’re getting to know them better. Don’t 
feel discouraged if they do not say hi, acknowl-
edge you or respond to your attempts to interact 
initially. Over time you will become a friendly, fa-
miliar face!

Invite them over to play. If you have chil-
dren, offer to host playdates. Take the initiative 
to ask your friend or family member what their 
child enjoys and offer to make accommodations 
that would make playtime easier.

Many open-ended, outdoor activities such as 
bubbles, water play or swinging can typically be 
enjoyed by all. Include your own child in the pro-
cess of planning fun things to do, choosing which 
activities they would like to have available and ex-
plaining what their friend may like. Use this as an 
opportunity to model acceptance for your child.

When suggesting a play date, let your guest 
know they are welcome to stay as little or as long 
as they would like and your invitation is open 
should they need to decline.

Offer time alone. Having a child with spe-
cial needs can be overwhelming at times. Many 
parents do not have family or friends who know 
their child well enough to offer childcare. Becom-
ing a familiar face to their child can allow you to 
offer periods of respite, however brief. Even an 
opportunity to run errands alone can go a long 
way.

Be a listening ear. Ask how they are doing 
and be available to talk or not talk about their 
child’s diagnosis. Some parents may appreciate a 
chance to share updates on what’s been challeng-
ing and to boast about their child’s progress and 
accomplishments.

They may also savor a break from discussing 
autism-related topics and would instead enjoy 
chatting about what’s going on in your life. Either 
way, sending a message that you are invested in 
them and their child can help combat feelings of 
isolation.

Withhold judgements. Unless you have a 
child with special needs, it can be difficult to ap-
preciate the immense amount of time and dedica-
tion it takes to be a special needs parent. With-
hold opinions or criticisms on their child’s behav-
ior or their style of parenting, while knowing they 
are already receiving an overwhelming amount of 
advice from many different avenues.

Also try to avoid making comparisons to 
someone else’s journey. You likely know more 
than one person with autism, and although these 
individuals share the same diagnosis, each has 
unique strengths and differences.

While these tips can allow you to begin pro-
viding social support, do not shy away from asking 
your friend how you can be of help to them in oth-
er ways. Autism acceptance is a lesson learned 
best by doing. Offering opportunities to socialize 
and be part of life outside of the autism bubble 
can be a way to show kindness and support for 
someone with autism and their family.  

Dr. Norman Vince Hill is a double board-
certified pediatrician and adult internal medi-
cine physician. As a child with a chronic illness, 
he developed an appreciation for pediatrics 
which drove him to pursue a career in medi-
cine. Dr. Hill started his career at a low-income 
health care clinic in Washington, D.C., attended 
medical school at the University of Maryland in 
Baltimore and completed a dual internal medi-
cine and pediatrics residency at Georgetown 
University. During residency he gained expo-
sure to adult and pediatric primary care and 
specialized training in pediatric transplant 
and neonatal intensive care. After residency, Dr. 
Hill and his wife relocated to New Orleans where 
he is pursuing a career in primary care at Och-
sner. To schedule an appointment with Dr. Hill 
at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood, located at 
2120 Driftwood Boulevard in Kenner, call 504-
443-9500 or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.
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The Latino contribution    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The ongoing 
immigration issues 
in our nation are 
confusing to some 

people as they do not understand there can be 
positive implications. Most would agree that we 
need more control of the immigration situation, 
but it should not be at the expense of economic 
growth. We need to enforce our borders, but we 
also need to create a fair immigration policy by 
allowing undocumented migrants a pathway to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
legal status, which would enable them to earn 
more, spend more, invest more and pay more 
in taxes which will foster national economic 
growth.

The tax payments of undocumented im-
migrants represent only one way in which they 
contribute to the U.S. economy. The Partner-
ship for a New American Economy (PNAE) is a 
bipartisan research and advocacy organization 
fighting for smart federal, state and local im-
migration policies that help grow our economy 

and create jobs for all Americans. PNAE re-
ports that billions have been generated by un-
documented immigrants in the Social Security 
program in the last decade and billions have 
been generated by undocumented immigrants 
in the Medicare Trust Fund. They also report 
billions in earnings and tax contributions by 
undocumented Hispanics.

The Latino population has had an impact 
not only on the demography of the U.S. popu-
lation but also on other aspects of U.S. society. 
There is an increasing popularity of Latin food 
and music meaning Latinos are also making 
large contributions outside of the economy.

The Latino national population is pro-
jected to increase over time and will have its 
part in shaping the prospects and wellbeing of 
the country. Some adversities experienced by 
Hispanic individuals and their families in the 
U.S. are immigration status, acculturation, lan-
guage barriers, harassment at work, wage theft, 
housing and discrimination.

In our city, the Hispanic culture has in-
fluenced food, music, sports, beauty products, 
fashion, politics and much more. 

Hispanic families instill in their children 
the importance of honor, good manners and 
respect for authority and the elderly. Preserv-
ing the Spanish language within the family is a 
common practice in most Hispanic homes.

Community announcements
Taxes – The filing deadline to submit 2021 

tax returns or an extension to file and pay tax 
owed is Monday, April 18, 2022, for most tax-
payers. Taxpayers requesting an extension will 
have until Monday, October 17, 2022, to file. 
For more information go to www.irs.gov/filing. 
For Spanish click on Español.

AARP Tax Assistance – The AARP Foun-
dation is offering free tax assistance from  
 

February 2 to April 11, 2022, between 9:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. at The Pavilion in Kenner’s City 
Park located at 3800 Loyola Drive. Tax help is 
only available on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
Anyone looking for tax assistance must first 
register and make an appointment. No walk-
ins allowed. To register for the AARP tax as-
sistance, go to the AARP website at www.aarp.
org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide/locations.
html.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and 
offers various programs as well as access to 
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. 
For information call 504-469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV 
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information 
and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us 
and click on the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube 
page.

Kenner City webpage – For information 
about city resources and information in Span-
ish go to www.kenner.la.us, scroll down and 
click on Información en Español (information 
in Spanish).

I leave you with this thought. “The Latino 
population has become such a presence. We 
are part of the American tapestry in a very pro-
found way, in every area you can think of and 
are very significant in popular culture.” 

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diver-
sity Coordinator, public relations officer for the 
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of di-
rectors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email 
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspon-
dence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, 
LA 70064-0284.

Glaser
 from page 5

has scheduled its 9th annual “Step Up for Children” 
gala on Friday, April 22, 2022, from 8:00 p.m. until 
11:00 p.m. with a patron party scheduled for 7:00 
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the Audubon Tea Room, lo-
cated at 6500 Magazine Street in New Orleans. This 
festive evening will include live entertainment, deli-
cious food, drinks and exciting auctions. For more 
information about the gala, including sponsorship 
packages, as well as other Jefferson CAC activities 
or events, please contact Jefferson CAC Executive 
Director Erika Dupépé at 504-364-3857, by email at 
erika@jeffersoncac.com or visit the CAC website at 
www.jeffersoncac.com.

For more information about child abuse 
prevention programs and activities during the 
month of April and throughout the year, you can 
also contact the New Orleans Children’s Advocacy 
Center via the Audrey Hepburn Children at Risk 
Evaluation (CARE) Center at 504-894-5484 at 
Children’s Hospital New Orleans or www.chnola.
org/ourservices/audrey-hepburn-care-center 
and the National Children’s Alliance at www.na-
tionalchildrensalliance.org.

Listed below are some contacts for reporting 
child abuse.

Kenner Police Department:  
Phone 504-712-2222.

Louisiana Department of Children  
and Family Services:  

1-855-4LA-KIDS (24-hour child abuse hotline)  
and www.dss.louisiana.gov.

Childhelp:  
1-800-4-A-CHILD  

(national child abuse hotline)  
and www.childhelp.org.

National Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren:  

1-800-THE-LOST  
(24-hour hotline)  

and www.missingkids.com.

 

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Down-
load the free Kenner Police Department mobile app 
for both Apple and Android devices and access the 
Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter 
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information.

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A CALL 504-467-0800 OR TEXT 504-338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net
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OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 504-889-9856

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 504.615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me

trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

lovittcoaching.com

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!

Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?
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LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!

Schedule a free 15 minute consultation  
at lovittlife.com.

Want to create an explosive daily routine?
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motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?
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LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
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Want to learn how to stay inspired and

motivated every day?
Want to create a clear action plan with a system

of accountability?

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER? 

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me

trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

lovittcoaching.com

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW. 

LET'S CHAT!

INTERESTED IN  
DIGGING A LITTLE 

DEEPER?
   •  Want to create an  

explosive daily routine?

   •  Want to learn how to 
stay inspired and 
motivated every day?

   •  Want to create a clear 
action plan with a system 
of accountability?

I help people live their dreams with customized coaching.

Created from the idea that children born on 
the spectrum have certain sensory, social and be-
havioral issues that can make play a challenge, local 
Kenner residents Arita and Brad Bohannan spear-

headed fundraising of over $600,000, including their 
own donations, to build the new public park, one of 
only 11 in the U.S. and first of its kind in Louisiana. 
The park’s namesake, Anthony, is their godson.

Visit unlimitedplay.org/playgrounds/kenner-
inclusive-playground for further information. 

Playground
 from page 1

Landscaping & Design, 

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading, 

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 504-390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Bohannan Family

Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground

Kenner City Council election
 from page 1

Kenner District 2 
Councilman

Ronnie Scharwath

Kenner District 5 
Councilman

Brian Brennan
Incumbent

Kenner District 3 
Councilman

Joey LaHatte III

Kenner District 2 elected a new councilman, 
Ronnie Scharwath. Unofficial results show Schar-
wath received 75% or 1,333 of the total 1,781 votes 
cast. There are 7,095 registered voters in District 2.

In Kenner District 3, a new councilman, Joey 
LaHatte III, was elected winning 67% of the vote 
with 1,479 of 2,194 votes cast in unofficial results. 
Registered voters number 7,892 in District 3.

With District 5 results unofficial, Brian Bren-
nan, the lone incumbent in the March 26 election, 

won re-election to his council seat with 1,625 or 69% 
of the total 2,348 votes cast. Total registered voters 
in District 5 number 8,899.

Incumbents Kenner Division A Councilwom-
an-at-large Kristi McKinney, Kenner Division B 
Councilman-at-large Tom Willmott and Kenner Dis-
trict 4 Councilman George Branigan won second 
terms, unopposed, in January 2022.

All council members will start their terms on 
July 1, 2022. 
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- 24 Hour Care & Supervision
- On-Call Physician & Nurse
- Onsite Doctor Visits
- Pharmacist Owned & Operated
- Speech Therapist on Staff
- Family Counselor on Staff
- Dance Movement Therapy- Dance Movement Therapy
- Daily Recreational Activities
- Whole Home Generator
- ActivePure® Clean Air System  
- 24 Hour CCTV Security
- IN2L Engagement Technology
- Beauty Salon & Manicurist
- Therapy Dog- Therapy Dog
- Custom Chef Prepared Meals
- Housekeeping & Laundry

                         @ AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM  OR CALL 504.290.1717 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR 

504.290.1717  |  info@auduboncarehomes.com

H I G H E S T  C A R E G I V E R - T O - R E S I D E N T  R A T I O S  I N  T H E  I N D U S T R Y   


