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Construction begins on Kenner playground specifically designed for
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Kenner Mayor Zahn
announces return of
curbside recycling,
recyclable reminders
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
informed residents that curbside recycling pickups by
contractor IV Waste
returned on October 14 after being suspended due to
Hurricane Ida.
“We were happy to be able to resume this important service, and this is a good time to remind people
about what can and cannot be recycled,” said Mayor
Zahn.
Thin plastic grocery bags, plastic garbage bags
and zipper bags are not recyclable and will contaminate the other approved recyclable items. IV Waste
reports the plastic bags get caught in the sorting
equipment and are causing problems with the machinery.
Any unacceptable plastic bags filled with
other acceptable items, such as cans, boxes and
cardboard will not be accepted by machinery. In
the sorting process there is no way to open the
bags, so the good recyclable items inside will
page 19

Non-profits receive
over $100,000 from
Gulf Coast Bank’s
annual auction

On October 11, 2021, a groundbreaking ceremony was held to begin construction on a unique
inclusionary four-acre playground located near the
heart of Kenner in Holly Heights’ Miguez Park. The
only playground of its kind in the state, it will be
open to all children and adults but will also have features specifically designed for children who not only
have physical, but also intellectual, neurological or
psychological disabilities. The Kenner Inclusive Playground will be one of 11 in the U.S. and the first of its
kind in Louisiana. Construction began the day after

the groundbreaking and the park, located in Kenner’s District 4, is expected to open before Christmas.
Kenner residents Arita and Brad Bohannan
came up with the playground idea and spearheaded
the fundraising of $600,000 to build the new park.
After their godson, Anthony, was born, the
Bohannans learned that children born on the spectrum have certain sensory, social and behavioral
issues that can make play a challenge. In researching they found resources from Unlimited Play,

Arita Bohannan
namesake,
If you
are andinplayground
need
of care
Anthony, at groundbreaking ceremony.
our team is here for you
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Visit Kenner receives hospitality award for fourth time announces
Stay connected to your healthcare
country to receive this prestigious honor. In Louisiana,
“It is such an honor to be recognized for the fourth
Mayor Zahn
from
comfort
yourSouth.
home
Visit Kenner was one of just 29 total winners.
year inthe
a row by
the readers ofof
Convention
Ken- with
On October 9, 2021, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
announced that Visit Kenner, led
by Executive Director Carolyn
Barrett, has been honored with
a Readers’ Choice Award from
ConventionSouth, a national
multimedia resource for planning events in the South.
This year’s award is the fourth for Visit Kenner,
which is among just 415 convention and visitor bureaus, meeting facilities and hotels throughout the

The award is based on votes from meeting professionals who hold events in
the South, according to ConventionSouth Associate Publisher
Ashleigh Osborne. More than
8,000 votes were cast.
Visit Kenner was established by Mayor Zahn in 2018 as a Kenner-specific
convention and visitors bureau. The award will
be highlighted in the December awards issue of
ConventionSouth.

40 existing sculptures weather
Ida, Shanes add additional
sculptures to Loyola Boulevard
median

Bid
Today
.
Auctions in August

The 14th Annual Gulf Coast Bank silent auction in August 2021 raised more than $108,000 to
A silent auction with 100% of the funds benefiting non-profits.
benefit 201 non-profit agencies
thatforprovide
Items available
bidding atureach of our 19 branches and online.
gently needed services in the metro area, includFor more information, go to AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM
ing Jefferson Parish and Kenner. Since
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And Much More!
outstanding non-profit agencies that provide
Take and Play
Environment
services to our community.
Over the past 10 years, Henry and Pat Shane have commissioned 40
“We had many challenges this year. We began the auction in a pandemic and ended with
unique sculptures that have been installed in the city of Kenner with plans
504.561.6124 president and
for six more to be added in the next six months. All sculptures, built to witha hurricane,” said Guy Williams,
GULFBANK.COM
stand 130 mile per hour winds with engineer’s stamps of approval, withstood
chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank & Trust
the winds of Hurricane Ida on August 29, 2021, with no damage.
Company. “The last day of the auction is when we
During post-hurricane inspections of all sculptures, the Shanes also reusually see a big spike in the bids. Hurricane Ida
tained workers to power wash and spruce up the pieces and hired commercial
caused internet and cell phone outages which
GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgads_8503.indd 2
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ner gives us so much to offer tourists and conventions,”
the MyOchsner patient portal.
said Barrett. “We have wonderful attractions, restaurants, hotels
and convention
space. It is a pleasure to
Visit
ochsner.org/myo
work with a city government that understands the importance of tourism and the future looks even brighter.”
• Message
your provider 24/7
Mayor Zahn said the award is an indication of
how
Kenner is making
a difference in the city.
• Visit
Request
prescription
refills
“Visit Kenner does a tremendous job promoting
tourism
in our cityyour
and thistest
recognition
for Carolyn
• Check
results
and her team is an honor for Kenner and very much
deserved,” Mayor Zahn said.

See a provider from home
Ochsner Medical
24/7Center-Kenner
with an Ochsner
recognized
for high quality
Anywhere
Care virtual visit.
maternityVisit
careochsner.org/anywhere
Mothers-to-be need look no further than Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
(OMC-Kenner) for high quality care. The hospital’s birthing center was recently
recognized by the Louisiana
of Health Ave.
(LDH) as
one of 11 “Birth
180Department
W. Esplanade
| Kenner,
LA 70065
Ready” hospitals in the state.
“OMC-Kenner is committed to the
health and safety of all of our
patients,” said Jeff Edge, chief
operating officer, Ochsner River
Region. “The Birth Ready designation
demonstrates that our hospital offers mothers the environment, education and
support needed for the most optimal birth experience.”
The Birth Ready designation recognizes hospitals’ consistent, thoughtful
healthcare improvement work and celebrates improved perinatal health outcomes through implementing clinical practices that promote safe, equitable and
dignified birth experience in Louisiana.
page 19
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GIVE HELP

Kenner

DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK
Financial donations can be made by
check or money order payable to

GIVE HELP
GET HELP
To Give Help
or Get Help
Please call
(504) 468-7204
for more information.
The Kenner Food Bank
is located at
317 Oxley Street,
Kenner, Louisiana 70062.

Join Us For An
Experience That’s
OUT OF THIS WORLD!
AUGUST 2021

tarium

d, One Sky: Big
venture

MASKS
MASKS
Required!
Required!

AND

CAPCOM GO!
The Apollo Story

Bird, Elmo, and their
m China, Hu Hu Zhu
cate the Big Dipper,
Star, and the Moon
ht sky. Take an
trip to the moon and
ow different it is
h. Audiences will
en though friends
n different countries,
re the same sky!
time: 27 minutes

2020
Fourthhistorical
Street • Kenner, LA 70062
An immersive,

documentary that showcases the
achievements of the Apollo
program and what it took to put
the first human on the Moon.
Capcom Go! introduces a new
generation to-the
Saturdays
11 challenges
a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes
NASA overcame and will inspire
JointheBig
Bird, Elmo,
and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper,
explorers,
designers,
thinkers
theengineers,
North Star,
andand
thedreamers
Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and
of the future.
discover
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may

one world one sky::

Big Bird’s
Adventure

time: countries,
28 minutes we all share the same sky!
liveRunning
in different

HuBBLE
vision 2
View wonders of the universe as never
Hubble Vision 2

Saturdays
- Vision
12 p.m.
Running Time: 35 minutes
before as Hubble
bringsH
into

focus wonders
the vastnessofofthe
outer
space & as never before as Hubble Vision brings into focus the
View
universe
details discoveries made by the Hubble
vastness
of
outer
space
& details
Space Telescope. See glorious
images discoveries made by the Hubble Space Telescope.
of planets,
nebulae,
star of
clusters,
See
glorious
images
planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more!
galaxies, and more!

Running time: 35 minutes

LASER HOLIDA
HOLIDAY
YS

t Man
s most famous music. Hits from the
dazzling display of color and light.
Saturdays - 1 & 3 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes Children and adults alike
d the Jets, Saturday Night, Goodbye
will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation of seasonal
in the Wind and many more.
e a hit with every fan!
holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought

e: 48 minutes

all
oup rates.

to life through a dazzling display of laser lights and music! Selections range from the classics of
Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!
Schedule:

Season of Light

Appointment Only:
Tues-Fri
Schools/Camps/Groups
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.
General Public:
Saturdays Only
Saturdays
Box Office opens at 10:45
am

- 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas?
One World, One Sky:
11:00 am
• Capcom
Why doGo!
we The
kissApollo
underStory:
the mistletoe?
12:00 pm
to we
Fly:light the candles1:00
• Dream
Why do
of apm
Menorah? • What did the Wise Men really see in the East?
Hubble Vision 2:
2:00 pm
Find
these answers and more!
Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and
Rocket Man:
3:00 pm
explore the sky at the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!
um 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana 70062
504-468-7231
www.kenner.la.us

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

KENNER FOOD BANK

Mail or drop off to
317 Oxley Street, Kenner 70062

Food Donations

Accepted on Mondays & Wednesdays
from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

GET HELP

The Kenner Food Bank
strives to serve
all citizens of the
City in need of assistance.
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Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care

4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

VIEW A 360 DEGREE
VIRTUAL TOUR:
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RANKED BY J.D. POWER, RATED BY OUR CUSTOMERS

#1

IN CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION
WITH LARGE AIRPORTS

ACHIEVED THE HIGHEST SCORE
IN FOOD/BEVERAGE & RETAIL

For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards
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Gulf Coast Bank auction raises more than $1.2 million for non-profits during
this great time of need
The auction was an idea that Guy and his
tion will be brilliant.
By Allan Katz
High among my
favorite success stories is the Gulf Coast Bank Silent Auction that for
14 years has raised more than $1,266,200 for hundreds of non-profit agencies that serve the metropolitan area.
This year, despite the ravages of the COVID
pandemic and Hurricane Ida, Gulf Coast Bank
auctioned nearly 1,000 items, raising more than
$108,000 for 201 non-profits including the Catholic Charities Food Pantry, Metropolitan Crime
Commission, Metairie Art Guild and Angel’s Place.
Those are well-known non-profits, but the list also
includes many that few of us are familiar with such
as Sails for Sustenance, an agency that collects
sailboat sails and ships them to Haiti to be used as
materials for housing. Or, Cajun Wheelers, a Louisiana teenage wheelchair basketball team that plays
against wheelchair basketball organizations from
other states.
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“This was a really tough year for us,” says Sheila Englert, marketing director for Gulf Coast and
the woman who makes the auction go. “Hurricane
Ida hit just as we were collecting bids and many
people who wanted to bid either were evacuating
or their internet and cell phones weren’t working. So, we were really grateful that we were able
to raise this $108,000 despite all the handicaps.
Besides the hurricane, we are still dealing with
challenges from COVID, especially when asking for
donations.”
The man behind Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
and the annual auction is Guy Williams. He is
president and chief executive officer of the bank.
Readers of the Kenner Star are familiar with the
columns he writes for our newspaper. His columns
about financial matters are filled with sage advice,
common sense and good counsel derived from his
years as a banking executive. I’ve been around a
long time and Guy is one of the smartest people
I’ve interviewed in 60 years in this business.

team at Gulf Coast came up with when we all were
recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina in 2005. “We all know that people in Louisiana
are tough and resilient and know how to rebuild
after a tragedy,” he said. “But we also know that
the non-profit agencies that serve our community
find their treasuries have been exhausted as they
help folks in the aftermath of a tragedy. We also
know that folks in Louisiana love to participate in
a lively auction. So, we thought 14 years ago that
a silent auction would be fun at a time when we
were rebuilding our homes, businesses and lives as
well as providing some financial help for non-profit
agencies that had exhausted their treasuries helping those who needed it most.”
This year, the top item in the auction was a
Kawasaki Teryx4 UTV that went for $14,000. The
money went to the Distributive Education program
that provides on-job training for high school students to prepare them for careers. One of the fun
items was a $750 bid for a lunch with Guy Williams
and WWL radio host Newell Normand, the former
sheriff of Jefferson Parish. You know the conversa-

I would be remiss if I did not mention that the
Gulf Coast Bank in Kenner is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. The long-time branch manager is
Marcel Gonzalez, a highly regarded member of the
Kenner banking community.
Williams, Englert and their team are already
working on the 2022 15th Gulf Coast Bank Auction.
I am sure it will be the biggest and best yet. Today,
under Williams’ guidance, Gulf Coast has assets
of more than $2 billion, 19 branches and over 750
employees. I think they are the very definition of a
community bank, and their silent auction is a brilliant, innovative way to serve the metro area, especially in times of crisis. We applaud Gulf Coast and
look forward to more of their good works.
Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@
gmail.com.

Political
Cassidy vs. Trump
By Jeff Crouere

have fifty seats each. The only reason Democrats
very well that night.” In Cassidy’s view, a desire to
have control is the tie-breaking vote cast by Vice “support and defend the Constitution” motivated
U.S.
Senator
President Kamala Harris, who serves as president
his decision to vote to convict Trump.
Bill Cassidy (R-LA) of the Senate.
Not surprisingly, the former president did
was re-elected in
Throughout the country, the Republican
not take kindly to Cassidy’s continuing criticism.
2020 by the voters of
Party controls twenty-seven governorships and a
In an official statement, he called Cassidy “Wacky”
Louisiana. He won a second six-year term after
majority of state legislative seats. This is hardly a
and claimed that the Senator “begged” for his
using the majority of his campaign to emphasize
party on the decline because of the unpopularity
endorsement. According to Trump, Cassidy used
his staunch support of then President Donald
of former President Donald Trump.
the endorsement “all over the place to win reTrump and his policies. Cassidy’s commercials
Right after the 2020 election, Cassidy ac- election.”
repeatedly featured Trump’s endorsement. In fact, knowledged Joe Biden as the winner of the presiTrump said that Cassidy is “totally ineffecTrump visited Louisiana to campaign for Cassidy
dential race, as he dismissed Trump’s concerns
tive” in his role as U.S. Senator and is so unpopular
personally.
about voter fraud. In addition, he was one of only
in Louisiana that “He could not even be elected
It is amazing how things can change in a
seven Republican U.S. Senators that voted to con- dog catcher today.”
brief period of time. Their close relationship in
vict Trump of impeachment charges that resulted
In contrast, the former president piled praise
2020 has deteriorated significantly in 2021. At this
from the January 6th protests in Washington D.C.
on the other U.S. Senator from Louisiana, John
point, Cassidy and Trump are no longer allies, but
In the interview, Cassidy claimed that Trump
Kennedy, who faces the voters in 2022 when he
bitter political enemies.
“might” lose the GOP presidential nomination if he
runs for re-election. Trump called Kennedy, who
In a recent interview with Mike Allen of
ran again in 2024. This contradicts plenty of poll
has raised $15 million for campaign war chest, a
Axios, Cassidy declared Trump to be a political
data, including a new survey released by Quinni- “great” Senator for the people of Louisiana.
loser who should not be the GOP presidential
piac University that showed 78% of Republicans
Fortunately for Cassidy, this disagreement
nominee again. According to Cassidy, “President
wanted Trump to enter the 2024 presidential race. is occurring in the first few months of his new
Trump is the first president, on the Republican
The support level for the former President has
six-year term. If he runs for re-election, he surely
side at least, to lose the House, the Senate and
been increasing in the last few months. In con- hopes that Trump supporters in Louisiana will eithe presidency in four years. Elections are about
trast, only 16% of Republicans hoped that Trump
ther forget or forgive him for this unusual political
winning.”
would forgo another presidential race.
battle with the most popular Republican in the
It seems Cassidy’s description of Trump’s poCassidy has such disdain for Trump that he
country.
litical strength is not entirely accurate. While Re- told Allen he would not vote for him again. This
publicans did “lose the House, the Senate and the
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
means that Cassidy will vote for President Biden
presidency in four years,” Trump did earn eleven
if he runs for re-election in 2024 and Trump chal- his award-winning program, “Ringside Politics”
million more votes in the 2020 election than he
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
lenges him. Otherwise, Cassidy may decide not to
did four years earlier.
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Chanvote, or he could support a longshot third party
If Trump were such a horrible candidate, it
nel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekpresidential candidate.
is doubtful that he would have received so many
This strong stance against the former presi- days on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.
votes and motivated so many people to attend
dent has not been exceedingly popular with lead- Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the
author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides
his rallies. Over one million people, according to
ing Louisiana Republican Party activists. In the
regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere Youestimates, attended Trump rallies throughout the
aftermath of Cassidy’s vote to convict Trump of
country during the 2020 campaign.
“incitement of insurrection,” the executive com- Tube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For
In Congress, Democrats do have control, but
mittee of the Louisiana Republican Party unani- more information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
it is by a razor thin margin. They control the U.S. mously voted to officially censure the Senator.
House of Representatives by only five seats and
Despite the decision of the committee to
in the U.S. Senate, Republicans and Democrats “condemn” his vote, Cassidy said that he “slept

6

NOVEMBER 2021 H KENNER STHR

Government

New inclusive playground created by Bohannan family great addition to Kenner
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
Any new park in
Kenner is a wonderful
addition, but the recent groundbreaking
for Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground in Miguez
Park in District 4 is particularly important to me
and the entire city.
This has been a dream for Brad and Arita
Bohannan for some time. Their godson, Anthony,
was born on the spectrum and they have been on
a mission to bring a playground to Kenner that
welcomes all kids, but is specifically designed for
children with physical, intellectual, neurological

or psychological disabilities.
You can read more about the amazing features in this park, which is expected to be completed before the end of the year, in a front-page
article in this month’s edition of the Kenner Star.
I am especially proud this administration is
supportive of this very unique park.
This playground is one of only 11 of its kind in
the entire country, and we are all extremely proud
to say the very first inclusive playground anywhere
in Louisiana will be located in Kenner.
I was personally honored, along with every
member of the Kenner City Council, to be able

to help Brad and Arita reach their goal of raising
more than $600,000 to make this park a reality.
Kenner District 4 Councilman George Branigan deserves special thanks for his role in helping Brad and Arita, and I was happy to work with
George to find the best spot in the city for this very
special playground.
Thanks also go to State Rep. Joe Stagni and
many of the Bohannans’ family and friends.
This is a particularly meaningful addition to
our city because of how it can help children with
special needs and their families.
But it’s also one more very significant way
for Kenner to stand out from other cities and communities in the region. That means more people

choosing Kenner to make their homes, and a more
vibrant and prosperous city for all of us.
Rep. Stagni described Brad and Arita, who
frequently give back to the city, as community heroes. I couldn’t agree more and want to thank them
for making Kenner a better place to live and for
making us all “Kenner Proud.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.
la.us.

Rivertown shows resilience following Hurricane Ida
By Heidi Glorioso - Kenner Rivertown Main Street Manager
Fresh off an active summer that saw
crowds return to the
many popular attractions in Kenner’s Rivertown as pandemic restrictions
were eased, the historic district now faces the challenge of recovery after Hurricane Ida. However, Rivertown is known for its resilience, and despite the wind
and rain that ravaged the district on the evening of
August 29, 2021, Kenner Mayor Zahn directed that the
recovery process begin immediately.
On Oct. 16, the Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema along with the Rivertown Space Science Complex re-opened to visitors first closed due to
the pandemic and then the seven-week hiatus due to
Ida, offering a welcome respite to the destruction and
damage our community has suffered.
Crews inspected all attractions and careful
cleaning and mitigation steps were undertaken to
make sure the facility could safely welcome guests
again as quickly as possible. Thankfully, the storm
caused no damage to equipment and so a chance to
“space out” under thousands of twinkling stars and in
air-conditioned comfort returned to Rivertown.
While COVID-19 protocols such as a mask
requirement and enhanced cleaning currently remain
in place, the Kenner Planetarium and Space Science
Complex is seeing a steady increase in the number of
weekday school group tours and general public visitors
alike.

Schools, camps and other organized groups may
reserve a tour time Tuesday through Friday between
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. by calling 468-7231 or emailing me at hglorioso@kenner.la.us. The general public
may visit any Saturday from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
and is encouraged to review an ever-changing show
lineup on the city website, www.kenner.la.us. Public
show tickets can be purchased at the planetarium
box office located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s
Rivertown starting at 10:45 a.m. each Saturday.
Also, on Saturday, November 20, 2021, from
11:00 a.m. until-3:00 p.m., the Kenner Planetarium &
Megadome Cinema, along with the Rivertown Space
Science Complex, invites you to celebrate the upcoming December space launch of the James Webb
Space Telescope, an international partnership with
NASA and European and Canadian space agencies.
Described as the premiere space science observatory
of the next decade, the Webb telescope is the largest,
most powerful and complex space telescope ever built
and launched into space. Join us as we mark the occasion with a new planetarium show “From Dream
to Discovery: Inside NASA,” a special presentation by
NASA solar system ambassador John Martinez, and
enjoy STEM based crafts and activities in the Rivertown Space Science Complex. This day of special programming will be open free to the public with masking
and social distancing requirements in place. For more
information, visit www.kenner.la.us or call 468-7231.
The Rivertown Theaters for Performing Arts are

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate
Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills

The Executive Achievers Association
meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

November 4 & 18

Be A Conﬁdent
Public Speaker

Aroma Catering
400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie
https://eaanola.org

Improve
Proﬁtability

Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

recovering as well. After Ida forced the postponement
of their October production, the main stage has been
cleared to re-open. A thorough cleaning, along with
building repairs, was completed ahead of schedule
and has allowed the theater to return to operations
much quicker than originally expected. Rehearsals
for upcoming productions are currently underway.
The curtain will rise in Rivertown once again with
the theater’s holiday production of “Elf, the Musical”
running from December 3 through 19, 2021. “Cabaret”
which was originally scheduled for October will now
run January 7 until 13, 2022. Three additional productions including “The Drowsy Chaperone,” “Matilda”
and “Mary Poppins” will round out the season between March and July of 2022.

For more information or to purchase tickets online, call 461-9475 or visit www.rivertowntheaters.com.
As Rivertown regains its footing following Hurricane Ida, it is more important than ever to remember
this historic district in the city of Kenner has much
to offer. It remains a wonderful destination for dining,
shopping, space education, theater and more. Plan
your next visit today!
Heidi Glorioso - Kenner Rivertown Main Street
Manager can be reached at 468-7231 or hglorioso@
kenner.la.us for more information about Rivertown
and its events.

Police
Central Standard safety
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Almost half of
all fatal pedestrian
accidents and a third
of fatal bicycle crashes happen at dusk when daylight-savings time ends
and standard time begins. On Sunday, November 7,
2021, at 2:00 a.m., it is once again time to turn your
clocks back one hour.
The end of daylight-savings time and the return of standard time mean that it will be darker
during prime travel time in the evening. By taking
extra travel precautions, like turning on your headlights at dusk, you help prevent accidents.
Please review the following guidelines with
your family, especially teenage drivers. These simple
tips help save lives. Together, we can keep our families safe this winter.
Remember to turn on your headlights at
dusk so you may see and be seen.
Adjust your rearview mirror to the “night” setting to avoid headlight glare from following cars.
Occasionally wipe off your headlights and
keep your windshield clean on the inside and
outside for a better view of the road.
Take off your sunglasses at dusk. They
tend to impair your vision at this time of day.

You should never drive at unsafe speeds,
especially on unlit or winding roads, and when
using low beams.
Always be courteous when using high
beams. Be sure that you lower your beams
when another car is approaching.
Make sure that your children are inside before dark. Remind them that motorists driving
in the evening cannot see them.
Consider wearing brightly colored clothes
when on the street. Darker fall colors make it
hard for motorists to see you.
Reflective or fluorescent gear is the safest form
of protection if you are on the streets after dark.
Always use crosswalks. You are not seen as
well when you jaywalk or cross the street from
between parked cars.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app
for both Apple and Android devices and access the
Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and
other law enforcement-related information.

Education
Our teachers, our future, so please
vote November 13

KENNER STHR H NOVEMBER 2021

Happy Thanksgiving to All!

By James Gray, Ed.D.
As we continue
to navigate the aftermath of Hurricane Ida, it goes without saying that our
district has made significant strides of progress. We
have managed to safely reopen and resume learning
within all our schools only a month after encountering
a Category 4 hurricane. We also prioritized providing
frequent updates to our JP families and stakeholders,
as we recognized early on that this was critical to facilitating a smooth reopening.
I’ve enjoyed visiting schools and engaging with
students, faculty, and staff as they navigate this return. Witnessing the return to schools has given me
a deep sense of appreciation for the much-needed
sense of normalcy and hope that schools reopening
has provided to our community.
I recognize that great challenges lie ahead in terms
of permanent repairs to our school buildings and that
there is still a long road to full restoration and recovery
ahead. As learning continues throughout the remainder
of the school year, I know that some of our JP family are
having to adjust and be adaptable. However, the compassionate stories shared are a true testament to how well
our JP Schools family has looked after one another. This
allows me to remain optimistic of all that we will continue to accomplish as we move forward together.
It is no doubt that teachers have been at the
forefront of ensuring our students’ educational wellbeing during such adverse and uncertain times. From
navigating fluctuating circumstances due to the pandemic, to having to again pivot and make additional

adjustments due to Hurricane Ida, our teachers have
not wavered in their commitment to ensuring our
children’s educational success.
On November 13, Jefferson Parish residents will
be asked to vote on a millage renewal to fund current
teacher salaries and benefits. This renewal is not a new
tax. It is the renewal of a millage that is solely dedicated
to teacher salaries and benefits, originally approved
by voters in 2003. This renewal comes at no additional
costs to taxpayers. The November 13 vote will provide
for a 10-year renewal for the district to maintain its current workforce of teachers.
This millage renewal is solely dedicated to the
hard-working teachers of Jefferson Parish. We want
to ensure our workforce stays strong, as better teachers means a better Jefferson.
This is a critical vote for the future of Jefferson
Parish. Everybody wins when we keep our teachers
strong. To learn more about the millage renewal, visit
jpschools.org/teacherpay.
Jefferson Parish Schools has a promising future, and with the joint efforts of our families, employees, and community, both our school district and
parish are bound for success.
Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson
Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse district in
Louisiana, serving around 51,000 students. Dr. Gray is
a 25-year veteran of public education and most recently
served as Jefferson Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP
Schools on Instagram and Twitter at @jpschools.
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
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Banking
Thankful

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

PAINT BALL
Selling &
Filling
Co2 Tanks
We Now Fill
HPA Tanks

PAINT BALLS

Monday-Thursday 5 am-6 pm
Friday 5 am-7 pm
Sat. 7 am-7 pm • Sun. 8 am-5 pm

YOUR FOOTBALL PARTY
HEADQUARTERS
Ice Cold Package BEER
24 pk suitcase

Bud
Coors Lite
99
Bud Lite Miller Lite
21.

Frying a Turkey?
TOP OFF YOUR TANK

Tank Out Of Date?

36.99 PROPANE

CASE
2,000

EXCHANGE HERE
FOR SAME LOW PRICE!

OPEN
Thanksgiving Day
Until Noon

SOLD BY THE
GALLON

COKE PRODUCTS

ICE
COLD BEER

TO GO!

COKE, DIET COKE,
DR PEPPER
AND OTHER
12 PACK
COKE
PRODUCTS

5.99

12 PACK

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

By Guy Williams
This has been
approach life with gratitude seem to live longer
a very difficult year. and to do better financially. There is something
We thought that CO- therapeutic in counting blessings rather than foVID was over, only to
cusing on what others have that we do not.
see it return. We hoped to avoid hurricanes, only
We are not naïve; we have all experienced
to be hit with a strong Category 4 hurricane. We
losses this year. The losses may be relatives and
expected to enjoy Jazz Fest and other festivals only
friends that are no longer with us, business or
to see them cancelled.
financial reverses or experiences missed such as
As we think about this difficult year, it is
trips cancelled, or family events missed.
helpful to reflect that at the first Thanksgiving
In spite of our losses, it is still a time to pause
celebrated by the Plymouth colony, the stated
and be thankful.
reason for celebration was that out of 103 original
We live in a free country, good food is availcolonists only half died during the first winter. The
able in our stores and restaurants and as one of
remaining colonists celebrated their survival and
my old friends from Chalmette says,” Any day that
the bountiful harvest that made the second winter
the green grass is under my feet instead of over my
less threatening.
head is a good day.”
Our Thanksgiving became an official holiSo, take some time to think about and write
day in 1853 during the depth of the Civil War. In
down the things that you are grateful for this year.
Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation, he said, “In the
If your list included some people, write them a
midst of a civil war of unequal magnitude, no out- note telling them that they have blessed your life.
side army has attacked us, and this year has been
We agree with New Orleanian Louis Armstrong
filled with the blessings of fruitful fields, no human
who in 1967 during the dark days of the Vietnam
counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand
War recorded his plaintive and optimistic record,
worked out these great things. They are the gra- “It’s a Wonderful World.”
cious gifts of the most high God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins hath nevertheless
Guy Williams is president and chief execuremembered mercy.”
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust ComAs we begin the holiday season, it is appropri- pany. Their Kenner branch office is located at
ate to pause and give thanks. Our nation is rapidly
3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vicerecovering from the COVID shutdowns. Our region
president and branch manager can be contacted
is rebuilding with help from around the country. at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and
Our businesses are reopening and actively looking
commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661.
to add workers.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.
gulfbank.com.
As bankers, we know that our customers who

Health
Are you at risk for type 2 diabetes?
By Mai T. Lam, M.D.
Did you know
an estimated 90% of
people in the U.S.
who have pre-diabetes
don’t know they have it? The warning signs may be
so mild that you don’t notice them. Most early symptoms are from higher-than-normal levels of glucose,
a kind of sugar, in your blood.
Having pre-diabetes puts you at risk of developing type 2 diabetes if left unchecked. Some people
don’t find out they have diabetes until they get problems from long-term damage caused by the disease.
Some common symptoms of elevated blood
sugar are feeling tired, feeling extra thirsty, urinating
frequently and experiencing blurry vision. Often these
symptoms are not recognized because they progress
gradually or are mistaken as part of the aging process.
You may be more at risk of developing type 2 diabetes if you have a family member with the disease or
a personal history of gestational diabetes. Obesity, an
inactive lifestyle also increases your risk, especially if
you are over the age of 40.
If your glucose level has been high for a long
time, you may notice the symptoms such as slowhealing sores or cuts, pain or numbness in your feet
or legs and frequent yeast infections (whether you
are male or female).

Making some basic changes regarding weight
loss, a healthy diet and regular exercise are key in reducing risk and preventing progression to type 2 diabetes. Small changes can make a big impact. Just losing 5% to 10% of your current body weight can help to
lower your blood pressure, cholesterol and blood sugar.
When to call your doctor
If you’re older than 45 or have other risks for diabetes, it’s important to get tested. Call your doctor if
you feel sick to your stomach; feel weak and are very
thirsty; you’re urinating a lot; if you have a bad belly
ache; you are breathing more deeply and faster than
normal; and/or if you have sweet breath that smells like
nail polish remover.
November is American Diabetes Month -- a time
to join together and take action. You can help spread
awareness by talking to your family, friends and colleagues about the risks, symptoms and tactics to reduce the risk of getting type 2 diabetes.
Dr. Mai T. Lam is a family medicine provider,
received her medical degree from LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans and completed her residency at
McLennan County Medical Education & Research
Foundation in Waco, TX. To make an appointment
with Dr. Lam at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood located at 2120 Driftwood Boulevard, call 866-624-7637
or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.
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Four proposed constitutional amendments, one
Jefferson Parish proposition on November ballot
Louisiana voters will be able to cast votes for
or against four proposed constitutional amendments and one Jefferson Parish School Board
proposition on Saturday, November 13, 2021.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, polling commissioners will be supplied with personal
protective equipment and will regularly sanitize
designated areas and voting machines between
each voter. Hand sanitizer will be provided to voters and masks are recommended, although not
required.
For Kenner voters, early voting at the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters Office is from 8:30
a.m. until 6:00 p.m. from Saturday, October 30
through Saturday, November 6, excluding Sunday,
October 31, 2021. The deadline to request an absentee ballot from the Jefferson Parish Registrar
of Voters is November 9 and the deadline for the
office to receive the absentee ballot is November
12, excluding military and overseas voters.
The Public Affairs Research Council (PAR)
has provided a basic explanation of these amendments in their “Guide to the Constitutional Amendments” and that information is reprinted below.
Amendment 1 – Sales tax streamlining
“Do you support an amendment to authorize
the legislature to provide for the streamlined electronic filing, electronic remittance, and the collection of sales and use taxes levied within the state
by the State and Local Streamlined Sales and Use
Tax Commission and to provide for the funding, duties, and responsibilities of the commission?”
A vote for would allow a single authority to
oversee the collection, electronic filing and policy
guidance for state and local sales taxes.
A vote against would continue to constitutionally require separate collection, filing and
policy oversight of sales taxes by the state and local governments.
Amendment 2 – Tax reform
“Do you support an amendment to lower the
maximum allowable rate of individual income tax
and to authorize the legislature to provide by law
for a deduction for federal income taxes paid?”
A vote for would Lower the maximum rate of
the income tax and allow removal of a major state
tax deduction, triggering statutory reforms for individual and corporate income and franchise taxes.
A vote against would Keep the Constitution’s
current tax rates and the requirement to allow a
deduction for federal taxes paid, which would stop
all the statutory reforms.
Amendment 3 – Taxing authority for new levee
districts
“Do you support an amendment to allow levee districts created after January 1, 2006, and
before October 9, 2021, whose electors approve

the amendment to levy an annual tax not to exceed five mills for the purpose of constructing and
maintaining levees, levee drainage, flood protection, and hurricane flood protection?”
A vote for would Allow the boards of the levee
districts created since 2006 to raise up to a 5-mill
property tax without voter approval.
A vote against would continue to allow levee
districts created since 2006 to get voter approval
for any tax millage.
Amendment 4 – Tapping more dedicated money
to fix a deficit
“Do you support an amendment to increase
the amount of allowable deficit reductions to statutory dedications and constitutionally protected
funds from five percent to ten percent?”
A vote for would Allow the transfer of more
dedicated funds to fix a state budget deficit.
A vote against would Keep the current 5%
limit for tapping dedications to fix a deficit.
The following Jefferson Parish School Board
millage renewal proposition “will provide for a
10-year renewal for the district to maintain its current workforce of teachers,” said Jefferson Parish
Schools Superintendent James Gray.
The parishwide school board millage renewal
proposition reads “
Shall the Parish School Board of the Parish
of Jefferson, Louisiana (the “School Board”), continue to levy a special tax of eight and seventy-five
hundredths (8.75) mills (the “Tax”) on all property
subject to taxation within the Parish of Jefferson
(an estimated $34,635,000 reasonably expected at
this time to be collected from the levy of the Tax
for an entire year), for a period of ten (10) years,
beginning with the year 2022 and ending with the
year 2031, for the following purposes on an annual basis: (i) for funding salary increases granted
since October 4, 2003 for teachers of the Jefferson
Parish School System, including benefits related
thereto and (ii) the balance each year, if any, for
providing funding for teacher salaries and benefits
related to early childhood development through
Pre-K4 and/or funding teacher salaries and benefits related to extending the school day/year for
low performing students and/or schools?
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, polling commissioners will be supplied with personal
protective equipment and will regularly sanitize
designated areas and voting machines between
each voter. Hand sanitizer will be provided to voters and masks are recommended, although not
required.
For more information, contact the Louisiana
Secretary of State Elections Division at 800-8832805 or elections@sos.la.gov.

Kenner City Council upcoming new meeting
dates to be held at Macy’s
Because of Hurricane Ida and in accordance
with Resolution B-17182, adopted on September
17, 2021, the Kenner City Council’s upcoming
meeting dates will be Thursday, November 4 and
December 2, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. On Friday, October
29, November 19 and December 17, 2021, the council meetings will be held at 11:00 a.m.

Until further notice, all Kenner City Council meetings will be held in the Macy’s Building
(north entrance) in The Esplanade mall located at
1401 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

Now and always, your
health is our priority.
Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner is open and
ready to care for you in-person or virtually.
We offer comprehensive healthcare services
including:
• Cancer Services
• Cardiology
• Emergency Services
• Family Medicine
• General Surgery
• Imaging Services
• Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
• Primary Care
• Therapy & Wellness
• Women’s Services

View our list of locations
at ochsner.org

Schedule in-person and virtual appointments
at ochsner.org/schedule or call 985-785-6242.

O
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Be Local. Bank Local.

Community
Kenner resident and Louisiana author Jimmie
Martinez releases new novel: “Summer of
Haint Blue: From Cajun to Creole”

Jimmie Martinez, with his newly released novel “Summer of Haint Blue: From Cajun to Creole”

504-561-6124 | GULFBANK.COM |

Jimmie Martinez, Kenner resident and former city of Kenner Chief Executive Officer, recently released a new novel, “Summer of Haint
Blue: From Cajun to Creole,” a multicultural
story that follows a Southern boy’s attempts to
deal with the evils of racism and his blossoming
friendships that defy social norms.
Set in the politically charged climate of the
summer of 1960, “Summer of Haint Blue: From
Cajun to Creole,” explores the challenging issues of interracial relationships, racial conflict
and loss of innocence. The novel is a coming-ofage story, following
15-year-old Justin
Couvillion’s rural
upbringing and his
quest to understand
the racially divided
world in which he
is growing up. “Although the story is
set in the recent
past, it could not
be more relevant today,” said Martiniez.
“Author Jimmie
Martinez captures
the raw, beautiful
and painful truths
of both rural and
urban South during
the 1960s in this YA
[young adult] novel,
“Summer of Haint
Blue.” A long-form
narrative study on
race relations and a
deep dive into that tumultuous decade, the novel
is draped with Spanish moss and bayou personality, which help to top-dress the strong and
compelling plot,” said editors of Self-Publishing
Review.
As a lifelong resident of New Orleans and
the metro area, and current Kenner resident,

Martinez’s writing relies heavily on his life
experiences of growing up in the 1960s where he
witnessed monumental social changes because
of the civil rights movement. He had a multicultural upbringing as Native American, Hispanic
and Creole French and was raised by a Cajun
mother in the New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward
neighborhood. Jimmie went on to work for the
New Orleans Police Department during a time
of integration, where he was assistant to New
Orleans Police Chief James Parsons and tasked
with integrating the police force during a turbulent time. After leaving the New Orleans
Police Department,
Martinez was appointed chief administrative officer for
the city of Kenner.
Martinez is the
author of four novels
set in New Orleans,
“The Battle for New
Orleans-The
Casino Wars,” “Rigged,
Righteous
Road,”
which was awarded
the Editor’s Choice
from iUniverse, and
“Cajun Chameleon.”
The late and former
four-term Louisiana
Governor Edwin Edwards, the quintessential Cajun, said
“Cajun Chameleon” is
“masterfully written.
Jimmie captures the true essence of life in the
60s in Southern Louisiana.”
“Summer of Haint Blue: From Cajun to Creole” was published by The Lisburn Press and can
be purchased on Amazon at https://www.amazon.com/Summer-Haint-Blue-Cajun-Creoleebook/dp/B096PRHT3Y.

KENNER STHR H NOVEMBER 2021

Living

11

Activities for seniors to enjoy during the winter months
By Michelle Lovitt
As the cooler
months
approach,
spending long periods of time outdoors
may not be an option, but that doesn’t mean seniors
can’t have fun. Winter indoor activities may seem like
they’re few and far between, but there are several
things seniors can do this season. It is vital that seniors
stay physically and mentally active. Spending days sitting for 10 hours watching television does not represent the picture of health. So, let’s get a little creative
and spark some indoor fun.
Dancing
Dance movement therapy is a holistic approach
that enhances the overall wellbeing of an individual.
Even when done in a very simple way, it can transform
feelings of sadness, depression, and pain to a happy
and more positive state.
Winter crafts
Create a collection of memories with photo
projects. Make a collage or scrapbook with old photos.
Scrapbooking and other photo projects are great ways
to help seniors with memory issues. Plus, it inspires
creativity and can double as a holiday gift for family.
Cooking childhood favorites
Make delicious handmade treats that remind
seniors of their childhood such as candied apples or
candied pecans. Indulge their sweet tooth while participating in a fun, crafty project. Cooking is an incredible executive functioning skill. Cooking lessons are
quite popular in assisted living homes and residents
really enjoy sharing their delights with their fellow
residents. Cooking is a great mental exercise because

it, similar to dancing, activates the brain in multiple
ways. Reading instructions is vital for recipe success.
Listening to verbal instructions is central to preventing
mishaps. Measuring is mathematical. And, last but not
least, tasting is optimal.
Stretch it out
The practice of yoga has long been known to help
people manage stress and anxiety, improve flexibility and coordination, support mental clarity, increase
strength and promote overall physical health. Often,
when we think of yoga activities, we envision young,
able bodies stretching and contorting in difficult positions. The truth, however, is that yoga can be practiced
by people of all ages and abilities and has become
quite popular among the senior population in the form
of chair yoga. You can even bring the activity outside
and enjoy nature!
Model building
While not that common, model building can be
a most rewarding activity. Seniors who enjoy model
building become quite addicted to it. The challenge of
it is intriguing and keeps one’s attention for elongated
periods of time. Overall, model building is a rewarding
activity that can also be shared with family members
and fellow residents.
Staying active well into senior years is vital to
thriving. The type of activity is not as important as participating in an activity. Physical and mental activity
for seniors can seem an immense undertaking for the
families of seniors. Perhaps a senior living home that
offers these types of ongoing engagements is the best
option for meeting their changing needs.

info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon Care
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie.
For more information and to schedule a personal
tour of Metairie’s newest home, call 290-1717 or email

SOLD

SALE PENDING

$290,000
5536 David Drive.• Kenner

$649,900
8809 Bocage Place • River Ridge

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

$294,900
47 Osborne Avenue • Kenner

$225,000
2810 Tupelo Street • Kenner

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial
3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.
Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES
456-1300

ALL TREES SHOULD BE TRIMMED FOR SAFETY!

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding
Hedging
Dirt spreading
Fencing
Construction

All landscape needs
30+ years experience

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License
Military & Family Owned • Fully Insured • 432-3548

FOR SALE

Office 504.883.5252

$338,000
6210 Dorothea St. • New Orleans
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Kenner School Spotlight:
WALTER G. SCHNECKENBURGER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Walter G. Schneckenburger Elementary opened its doors in 1976. The school
was named after Walter G. Schneckenburger, a well-known and respected
civic leader, educator and coach from Kenner. The school was designed as an
open-classroom model with two kivas: The Primary Kiva and the Intermediate
Kiva; and the Library is located between the two kivas. The Computer Lab was
opened in 1997 with the help of grants. The Schneckenburger Elementary PTO
has helped to purchase software and pay
the salary of the Lab teacher. Currently, the
school maintains a diverse student population of 450, consisting
of regular and special education students. Our ESL students come
from Brazil, Venezuela, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
Jordan, Nicaragua, Vietnam, Jerusalem, Peru, and Palenstine. The
fully certified faculty and staff number 70, with a wide variety of
classifications, duties, and talents, strive to provide the learning
environment necessary for all
students to achieve academic excellence and become lifelong learners.
In addition to providing a safe learning environment, Walter G.
Schneckenburger Elementary offers many annual events/programs:
Summer Camp, Scholastic Book Fair, Quarterly Awards Programs,
Dollars For Scholars, Safety Patrol, United Way, Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO), K-Kids (Kiwanis), Kids Hope USA, Fall Festival,
Monthly Positive Behavior Incentives, Grandparents Event, Winter
Program, DARE Program (5th grade), Math/Literacy Night, Field Day,
and Healthy Choice Life Styles PE program.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,
Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Commercial and Residential Contractor
New Construction • Remodeling

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS

Rooﬁng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

FREE ESTIMATES
John Hollander

Gary Hollander

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

Finance
A new look and feel to the Social
Security Statement
By Maria T. Alvarez
Social Security has introduced
a new look and feel
to the Social Security Statement, available online
through the my Social Security portal at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount and by mail. The statement is one of the most effective tools people can
use to learn about their earnings and future Social
Security benefits. This fresh look will allow millions
of people to see their earnings information and estimates of future benefits quickly and securely. The
streamlined Social Security Statement contains
clear messaging and makes it easier to find information at-a-glance, helping to simplify our complex
programs for the public. The new statement is shorter, uses visuals and plain language and includes fact
sheets tailored to a person’s age and earnings history. It also includes important information people
have come to expect from the statement, such as
how much a worker and family members could
expect to receive in Social Security benefits and a
personalized earnings history, in a clear, concise
manner.
More than 61 million people have already created my Social Security accounts. U.S. citizens age
18 or older can easily view their redesigned Social
Security Statement online by creating a “my Social
Security account.” People age 60 or older who do
not receive benefits and do not have a my Social
Security account will receive their statement by
mail three months before their birthday. Workers

should check their statement at least once a year
for accuracy of earnings posted to their record. Report any inaccuracies to the Social Security office
immediately.
People can check information and conduct
most Social Security business through their personal my Social Security account. If they already
receive Social Security benefits, they can start or
change direct deposit online, request a replacement SSA-1099, and if they need proof of their benefits, they can print or download a current Benefit
Verification Letter from their account.
In addition to obtaining their personalized
Social Security Statement, people not yet receiving benefits can use their account to request a replacement Social Security card online if they meet
certain requirements. The portal also includes a retirement calculator and links to information about
other online services, such as applications for retirement, disability and Medicare benefits.
Many Social Security services are also conveniently available by dialing toll-free, 1-800-772-1213.
People who are deaf or hard of hearing may call Social Security’s TTY number, 1-800-325-0778.
Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Administration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisiana. To find your local SSA office phone number
go to https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp. For
more Social Security information, call the toll-free
phone number, 1-800-772-1213.

Social Security Administration announces 5.9%
benefit increase for 2022
Social Security and SSI beneficiaries are norSocial Security and Supplemental Security
mally notified by mail starting in early December
Income (SSI) benefits for approximately 70 million
about their new benefit amount. Most people who
Americans will increase 5.9% in 2022, the Social
Security Administration announced on October 13, receive Social Security payments will be able to view
their COLA notice online through their personal
2021.
The 5.9% cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) will “mySocial Security” account. People may create or
access their “mySocial Security” account online at
begin with benefits payable to more than 64 million
Social Security beneficiaries in January 2022. In- www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
Information about Medicare changes for 2022,
creased payments to approximately eight million
SSI beneficiaries will begin on December 30, 2021. when announced, will be available at www.medicare.gov. For Social Security beneficiaries receiving
(Note: some people receive both Social Security and
SSI benefits). The Social Security Act ties the an- Medicare, Social Security will not be able to compute their new benefit amount until after the Medinual COLA to the increase in the Consumer Price
Index as determined by the U.S. Department of La- care premium amounts for 2022 are announced.
Final 2022 benefit amounts will be communicated
bor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.
to beneficiaries in December through the mailed
Some other adjustments that take effect in
January of each year are based on the increase in av- COLA notice and “mySocial Security’s” message
erage wages. Based on that increase, the maximum
center.
amount of earnings subject to the Social Security
The Social Security Act provides for how the
tax (taxable maximum) will increase to $147,000
COLA is calculated. For more information visit www.
from $142,800.
socialsecurity.gov/cola.

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073
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Finance
Build your ‘cash’ account before
retiring

Leaving your job? Let's
talk about your options.

By Christina Sulli Wilson
If you’re going
to retire in the next
few years, you’ll want to start thinking about making some changes to your investment portfolio.
And one area you may want to look at is whatever
type of cash account you might have – because,
when you’re retired, the amount of cash you have
readily available may be even more important than
when you were working.
Your cash management account could pay a
slightly higher rate than a typical savings account,
as well as serving as a holding place for funds that
may eventually be transferred to other investments. Furthermore, it can provide you with the
following benefits.
You can pay for emergency expenses. You
might be retired, but life goes on – and life is full
of unexpected expenses, such as a new furnace or
a costly auto repair. It’s a good idea for retirees to
keep at least three months of living expenses in
a separate cash account, which can help pay for
emergencies without forcing you to dip into your
longer-term investments.
You can save for a short-term goal. You may
have several short-term goals, such as a long vacation or a kitchen remodeling project. If you are
trying to reach this type of goal within a year or
two, you may want to start moving funds into your
cash management account. For goals with longer
time frames, you may want to consider using other
types of investments appropriate for the specific
goal and your risk tolerance.
You can protect some money from market
volatility. When you’re a long way from retirement, you may not be particularly bothered when
the financial markets drop, leading to a decline in
the value of your investment portfolio. However,
once you’re retired, those downturns might not be

quite so tolerable. As a retiree, you may want to
maintain one year of expenses (adjusted for outside income sources such as Social Security) in a
cash management account for spending purposes.
Knowing you have this cash set aside may help you
feel more comfortable when markets are volatile.
Nevertheless, holding too much cash has risks of
its own. Retirement can last for more than 30 years,
so you’ll want to be invested in enough equities
and fixed-income vehicles to provide your portfolio
with the balance and growth potential necessary
to help you avoid outliving your money.
As you can see, building your cash management account can be helpful in several ways. So,
in the years preceding your retirement, look for
opportunities to add to this account. For example,
you could use some of the money from a tax refund
or a bonus at work. And, if you haven’t already done
so, you might direct your bank to move a certain
amount each month from your checking or savings
account into your cash management. When you’re
retired, do what you can to replenish your cash account as much as possible.
Your cash management account is important
at every point in your life, but it may take on even
greater meaning when you’re retired – so do whatever you can to keep it in good shape.

Gulf Coast Bank

Other popular items included fishing trips,
houseware, art pieces, jewelry and weekend stays
at condominiums on the Gulf Coast as well as Costa
Rico. Some of the top items included all-inclusive
trips for two to the Boston and Nashville Saints’
games. One generous bidder rode away in a brand
new 2021 Kawasaki Teryx4 UTV that benefitted Distributive Education Clubs of America-Louisiana/
dba Louisiana DECA. Another luxury item was a
dinner prepared at the home of the winning bidder
by the Café Hope staff. Café Hope is a non-profit
that teaches and prepares at-risk youth for careers
in the food industry.
Gulf Coast Bank, founded in 1990, is a community bank serving Southeast Louisiana with other
offices and services located in neighboring states.
Gulf Coast’s 19 branches include one in Kenner
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. The branch manager
is Marcel Gonzalez who joined Gulf Coast in 2015.
When Gulf Coast opened its doors in 1990, it began
with $30 million in assets. Today, the bank has over
$2.6 billion in assets and over 750 employees.
“We began the Gulf Coast Auction after Hurricane Katrina when the non-profits in our region
were really struggling. We needed a lift with something that was pure fun,” says Williams. “Then and
now, Gulf Coast is a local community bank that
cares deeply about the region and the people we
serve.”

from page 1

made it difficult for people to place their bids. Also,
many of us were dealing with property damage.
Even with these challenges, I’m happy to say we
raised over $100,000 to help our nonprofits.”
Sheila Englert, marketing director for the
Gulf Coast Bank, in her eighth year running the
auction says, “Many of the non-profit agencies
were facing their second year unable to hold their
annual galas because of COVID concerns. Those
galas are their primary fundraising events. So, the
money we raised for them was a real blessing at a
time when many of these agencies are facing real
fiscal crises.”
The items in the auction were displayed at
Gulf Coast Bank’s 19 branches and were shown
and available to bid online on the bank’s website.
Auction prize donors determined the non-profit
they wished to benefit, and the successful bidders
made out a check directly to the designated nonprofit agency.
Included in the items in this year’s auction
were memorabilia from LSU, the Saints and the
Pelicans. These included signed footballs, basketballs and jerseys, along with autographed pictures.
“Saints, LSU and Pelicans items are always among
our most popular. The auction has something fun
for everyone”, said Williams.

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with Edward Jones. Due to Hurricane Ida,
Wilson’s office is temporarily ocated at 2400 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 484 in Kenner. Wilson can
be reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@
edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees
and financial advisors are not estate planners
and cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult
an attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding
your situation.
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or SILVER
SILVER?
?
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PAWN
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• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”
3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com
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Lots of great times to be thankful for at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller
Here at Treasure Chest, we know
that this has been
one roller coaster of
a year. Lots of ups and downs and being thrown
for a loop. We also know that there’s still many
wonderful things to be thankful for this “Turkey
Day” season. Most of all, we’re thankful for you.
We love being able to serve you and your friends
and family. So, when people ask what we’re
doing for Thanksgiving, the answer is easy –

We’re doing what we love.
And that includes bringing you more ways
to win. Coming soon, you’ll be able to place your
Who Dat Nation bets at our new FanDuel Sportsbook! By placing your bets with us, you get the
experience and excellence of FanDuel with the
unrivaled hospitality of Treasure Chest Casino.
Place your bets fast using our easy-to-use kiosks,
then get back to the couch before kickoff or stick
around and enjoy all the gridiron action right here
with us and all your friends. It’s no wonder they’re

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL
4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

calling FanDuel “Sports Betting Reimagined!”
Not into sports betting? No problem. Your
favorite slots are all still here and people are
still taking down jackpots like Grandma takes
down her good china for Thanksgiving. So far
this year, we’ve paid out more than $27 million
in jackpots, and we aren’t stopping now or ever!
Those numbers got a big boost last month with
some huge jackpots. $12,000 was won on Double
Diamond, $14,271 was won on the Dragon Link
and a whopping $18,765 was won on Ultimate
Fire Link. These are some of the most popular
slot titles and it’s pretty easy to see why, eh?
Here at Treasure Chest we’re thankful
for all you do to help stop the spread of all COVID-19 variants and rest assured, we’re still doing our part as well. A cleaner and safer gaming
experience has always been a big part of who we
are and we’re keeping at it. Social distancing is
still a good idea and our seating arrangements
throughout our facilities make it as easy for you
as possible. We haven’t dropped our increased
number of hand sanitizer stations, either. No
matter how you feel about the pandemic, we
have the extra stations so why not make them
available to you, am I right? We were already
pretty darn good about frequently cleaning our
machines and all high-touch surfaces, but we’ve

really gone above and beyond. We’re not messing around. Want a mask? Complimentary face
coverings are still available to you. You don’t
even have to ask. If you want one, just take it.
To learn more about our Boyd Clean initiatives,
visit Treasurechest.com/boyd-clean.
Lastly, we just hope you have a great
Thanksgiving and want you to know that we’re
here to help make it special. Be on the lookout
for great offers this month and as always...we’ll
see you on the lake!
Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or
older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino
is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Health
Lateral ankle sprain
By Craig Goodwin
A lateral ankle
sprain or inversion
sprain of the ankle is a
common injury in many
different sports. It occurs when the foot is forced into
an inward or inversion position with an overstretching
of the ligaments on the lateral or outside of the ankle.
It is also sometimes referred to as “rolling” the ankle
over. There are ligaments on the outside of the ankle
that try to prevent excessive inward and forward motion and these are the ones that are usually injured.
If following the injury you are able to walk and bear
weight on the ankle with minimal pain, it probably
means that you have what is called a grade I sprain.
Ligament tears are categorized as grade I, grade
II, and grade III injuries according to the severity of
the tear. A small stretching or partial tearing of the ligament is often classified as a grade I tear. There is usually little or no functional loss of the joint and you can
still bear some weight with little pain. There is mild
pain with some swelling and joint stiffness. A grade II
ankle sprain is more severe tearing of the ligaments
with moderate instability. There is usually moderate to
severe pain with swelling and stiffness associated with
this injury and weight bearing is very painful. A grade
III ankle sprain is a total rupture of the ligaments with
gross instability and loss of joint function. Weight bearing is also very painful and there is severe swelling that
follows this injury.
The things to do when you sustain an ankle
sprain are to apply what is called R.I.C.E. principles
of treatment. “Rest” your ankle and do not walk on it.

“Ice” the ankle to help keep the swelling down. Try icing
several times a day for 15 to 20 minutes. “Compression”
bandages are needed to help immobilize and support
the ankle and “Elevation” of the ankle above heart
level for as much as you can for the first 48 hours. You
always need to seek medical advice with this type of
injury, especially with a grade II or grade III injury.
Physical therapy plays a big part in the rehabilitation of this injury to help restore range of motion,
strength and proprioception to the injured site. The
correct rehabilitation will help not only restore normal function to the injured ankle but will allow proper
healing and prevention of further sprains in the future.
If the ankle does not get the proper attention following an injury, then there can be laxity or looseness that
will remain in the ankle that can give you a higher
probability of re-injury in the future. If you sustain
chronic ankle sprains, you can use an ankle brace to
help stabilize the ankle during normal or recreational
activities.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921
Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department of Allied
Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com
or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra
Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to the
Kenner Star Orthopedic column.
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Holiday scams
By Rafael E. Saddy
The festive holiday season is a time
of celebration and
a time when people
get victimized by holiday scams. This year’s holiday season will unquestionably be different as our
society continues to cope with the ongoing COVID
pandemic. We anticipate as many more consumers go online to purchase gifts and send packages
to their loved ones, cybercriminals won’t be far
behind. According to a recent National Retail
Federation survey, the majority, 60% of consumers say they plan to purchase holiday items online
this year.
Cybercriminals always follow the money.
The following are five scams you might encounter
along with tips on how to stay cyber safe this holiday season.
It’s vital that you protect your credit card
details from becoming compromised. Avoid storing your payment details when purchasing items
online. It may be convenient, but your information can be stolen if the site is compromised. You
should activate real-time mobile alerts to receive
a text message every time your credit card is used.
These alerts will reduce the window between any
credit card compromise and ongoing digital theft.
Beware of phishing emails and inbound calls re-

garding your credit card. Hang up and call your
put for the holidays, we also caution consumers
bank or credit card company to report it.
to watch for streaming service phishing attempts,
Be cautious when it comes to email and text
which include the use of fake log-in pages. It’s impormessage shipping notifications as that is a way for
tant that you never act directly from any email comscammers to try and steal user credentials. This time
munication and instead visit the provider directly to
of year consumers are even more at risk as more and
log-in and handle billing. And don’t be fooled by any
more packages will be delivered. On your phone, “locks” that appear on the website.
there are several ways to stay protected. For smartHave a safe and happy holiday by protecting
phone users, apps such as RoboKiller and Truecaller
yourself from scams and identity theft by placing a
can help detect and block unwanted calls – but keep
freeze on your credit data by going online to one of
in mind that these apps block calls only from known
the three main consumer credit reporting agencies.
Contact Equifax at www.freeze.equifax.com
scam numbers, not “spoofed” calls that temporarily
or 800-685-1111, Experian at experian.com/freeze/
hijack legitimate digits.
center.html or 888-397-3742 or TransUnion at tranIf something appears too good to be true, it
probably is – and the same goes for hot holiday deals. sunion.com/securityfreeze or 888-909-8872. Assistance is also available in Spanish at these agencies.
Be on alert for phishing emails that promise savings
Community Announcements
and ask you to urgently act.
November 25 – Thanksgiving is a holiday set
Cybercriminals have continued to actively take
advantage of our new digital reality with text mes- aside to give thanks for the many blessings we enjoy.
It is a time for families and friends to get together and
sages and phishing attacks that claim to be from
eat probably too much. It is also a time to remember
reputable companies. In fact, there are reports that
the many families who cannot put on a Thanksgiving
indicate mobile phishing messages increased by
328% in the third quarter of 2020 when compared to
feast of their own. We can assist with giving back to
the second quarter of 2020. Overall, the top imper- our community by sponsoring a Thanksgiving basket
sonated brands in the third quarter of 2020 included
to a needy family. There are many organizations takprominent financial institutions, technology compa- ing donations such as our own Kenner Food Bank.
nies and major ecommerce brands.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
As more and more of us will likely be staying
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV pro-

grams air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
and 9:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
Kenner City webpage – For information about
city resources and information in Spanish go to www.
kenner.la.us, scroll down and click on Información
en Español (information in Spanish).
Hispanic Apostolate – Provides many bilingual
social services to Hispanics and other immigrants in
the New Orleans area. Call 467-2550.
El Centro Inc – offers various business seminars and workshops. For information on events and
venues call 503-1040.
HCCL Foundation – located in Kenner at 2200
Veterans Boulevard in Suite 200, the organization offers various programs. For more information and info
about other upcoming events call 305-5901.
I leave you with this thought. “Any informed
borrower is simply less vulnerable to fraud.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL)
and serves on the governing board of directors of
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Law
When is it legal/illegal to pass a stopped school bus?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Area
schools
are back in session
after Hurricane Ida
and school buses are
back on the roads. While statistically school buses
are the safest method to transport children to and
from school, it’s a good time for parents to remind
children to follow safety rules while on the bus and
at the bus stop. It is also a good time to remind ourselves to be extra cautious on the roadways and to
understand and follow the traffic laws related to
school zones and school buses.
I’ve noticed in my professional experience
dealing with traffic issues, that many drivers don’t
know when it is legal or illegal to pass a stopped
school bus. According to Louisiana law, you must
stop at least thirty feet from a stopped school bus
that is loading or unloading children. This is required by law whether you are travelling toward
the bus or behind it. Regardless of whether the kids
are already on the bus or not, another driver cannot
proceed until the bus resumes motion or the visual
stop signals are turned off.
Everyone knows to stop when they see the
stop signs and flashing red lights, but what if you
are on a multilane road, which lanes must stop?
The answer to this has become much clearer since
the law was rewritten in 2014. When a school bus is
stopped in opposite lanes on a roadway separated
by a ditch, grassy median, elevated concrete barrier
or any obstacle that prevents traffic from driving
between lanes, you are not required to stop, but

should proceed with caution. If there is no barrier
dividing the lanes, you must stop.
Under the law, solid lines or a dedicated center two-way left turn lane separating the highway is
not considered a divided highway and all lanes of
travel must stop for a school bus. The law pertaining to the overtaking and passing of school buses
(LA Revised Statute 32:80) also gives the school bus
driver the authority to notify the police department
of any violators and the department may issue a
citation to the owner of the vehicle involved based
solely on the information from the bus driver.
Most of the school buses on the road today are
equipped with cameras to document the violators
and report them to the police department. Therefore, even if there is no police unit in the area, a
driver illegally passing a school bus can expect to
receive a citation in the mail. A citation for passing a school bus requires a court appearance, and,
if found guilty, can carry hefty penalties. A driver
can be fined at least $100 up to $5000, and/or imprisoned up to a year depending on if the violation
resulted in the injury or death of another. Furthermore, the Louisiana Department of Motor Vehicles
will suspend the driver’s license of any offender for
thirty days for a first conviction, sixty days for a second conviction and one year for a third conviction.
These things are easy to avoid if you understand and follow the laws. When in doubt, just stop.
Please keep these laws in mind, be patient and stay
extra cautious on the roads; our children’s lives depend on it.

This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and
should not be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident,

practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law
Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard,
Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations
are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can
be reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
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Orgeron firing strange as the race for a new coach ramps up
By Ken Trahan
It was a bit awkward.
It was downright strange.
It is not unusual for a school to fire its
head coach in the middle of a season, but it is
strange to do so, hold a press conference, to let
the coach speak and answer questions and to
praise him quite a bit.
That is what LSU and athletic director
Scott Woodward chose to do on October 17.
It is also peculiar to tell a coach you don’t
want him and to allow him to continue to coach
your team and to allow him to try to recruit to
a school that has already announced his firing.
Perhaps LSU wanted to get more out of
Orgeron, considering how much the university
owes him in a buyout.
Perhaps Woodward did not feel there was
a strong Interim head coach candidate on Orgeron’s staff.
Perhaps Woodward felt it would help recruiting to keep Orgeron on the case.
Perhaps there was the sensitivity to Orgeron being a south Louisiana product with many
fans.
Perhaps there was giving Orgeron his due
and his day to pay him off for leading LSU to a
national championship in 2019.
Right after the announcement that Orgeron would not return in 2022, a top recruit for
the Class of 2022, wide receiver Aaron Anderson of Karr, announced he was decommitting
from LSU.
Now that the conclusion has been reached,
the speculation of who will coach LSU in 2022
has ramped up in huge fashion.
LSU is a great job.
Conservatively speaking, it is one of the
top 15 jobs in the nation.
Realistically, it is one of the top 10 jobs in
the country.
The facilities at LSU are second to none.
The money flows, available to get who you
want as head coach.
The conference affiliation is a huge plus.
The talent level in Louisiana and LSU’s
control of the state is huge.
The ability to recruit from neighboring,
talent-rich states in Texas, Mississippi and Alabama certainly helps. You can add Florida to
that list.
The best jobs in the country, in no particular order, include LSU, Alabama, Oklahoma,
Georgia, Clemson, Ohio State and Notre Dame.
Florida, USC and Texas and Texas A&M are
very good jobs but there is vast competition in
all three states for players. Oregon is a good job
while Michigan could be again.
LSU has won four national championships
under four different head coaches, which is
quite revealing. The Tigers have won three of
those since 2003.
As a result, Scott Woodward should have no
trouble getting his man.
Joe Alleva flirted with Jimbo Fisher and
could not get Tom Herman to come previously.
The latter decision turned out to be a good

one for LSU while Alleva said most recently that
he would never have hired Fisher, despite many
reports to the contrary.
Would current LSU athletic director Scott
Woodward be able to pry Fisher away from
Texas A&M, where the two worked together?
Fisher has stated publicly that he is very happy
at Texas A&M and has no intention to leave.
Fisher has the skins on the wall, the résumé you desire.
Would his not coming to LSU previously,
when pursued, factor in?
Fisher won a national championship at
Florida State in 2013.
His teams are 8-2 in bowl games. He is at a
rival school in the SEC West.
There is the LSU tie, having served seven
seasons with the Tigers as offensive coordinator
and quarterbacks coach with Nick Saban and
Les Miles from 2000-2006. He also served as
quarterbacks coach at Auburn from 1993-1998.
At 56, LSU would likely be Fisher’s last job.
He is certainly worthy of consideration, as are
several others.
Is Luke Fickell your man?
If he is, that would be a good hire.
Fickell is an Ohio State guy whose philosophy is to play physical football on both sides of
the ball. He spent 13 years working as an assistant coach at Ohio State before going to Cincinnati to serve as head coach in 2017. Fickell
was the Interim head coach of the Buckeyes in
2011 and also spent two years as an assistant
at Akron.
Having firmly established the Bearcats on
the national map, Fickell’s team is currently
well positioned to go unbeaten and make the
FBS playoffs from a non-power five conference.
Fickell is 48 so your program could grow
with him over an extended period of time.
After going 4-8 in his first season at Cincinnati, Fickel has done a masterful job, posting a
record of 37-6 since then, as of press time.
Joe Brady has made a huge name for himself in a short time, at a young age.
Brady started his career as a defensive assistant at William & Mary and worked at Penn
State for two seasons.
Brady’s star began to rise when he joined
Sean Payton’s staff with the New Orleans Saints
in 2017, serving two seasons under Payton and
growing extensively in his offensive knowledge.
That earned Brady a shot at LSU under Ed
Orgeron in 2019 as passing game coordinator
and wide receivers coach.
Needless to say, with great players, LSU
had a magical, unbeaten season and won a national championship as its offense was unstoppable.
That earned Brady his shot as offensive
coordinator in the NFL with the Carolina Panthers, where he is in his second season.
Brady is just 32. Is he ready for the position,
having never been a head coach?
If any person without head coaching experience is considered, Brady is that person.
That said, many feel Brady likes the NFL
life and his ultimate goal is to be an NFL head
coach and that he does not like the recruiting
aspect that college football demands.

Mark Stoops of Kentucky is intriguing.
If you want a coach who has proven his
worth as a defensive coach, Stoops is a good
consideration.
Consider that he just had his team manhandle LSU, with a far lesser program.
At 54, Stoops is a little older but he has a
lot of experience, having served as an assistant
at Iowa, South Florida, Wyoming, Houston, Miami (FL), Arizona and Florida State.
At Kentucky, where football coaches go to
die, Stoops is 55-51 in his ninth season. Stoops
was the SEC Coach of the Year in 2018. His
teams have reached five straight bowl games,
winning three. His SEC experience is valued.
The football family ties of Stoops are
huge. His older brother is former Oklahoma
coach Bob Stoops. His brother, Mike Stoops,
is currently coaching at Florida Atlantic. His
brother, Ron previously served as an assistant
at Youngstown State.
Would Bob Stoops be interested in returning to coaching?
Stoops won a national championship at
Oklahoma. He posted a brilliant 190-48 record.
Stoops came out of retirement to coach in the
XFL in 2020.
Stoops was a two-time National Coach of
the Year with the Sooners.
Stoops is 61 and any move would likely be
his last job.
James Franklin is the head coach at Penn
State, now in his eighth season, where he has
posted a 65-29 record and has taken the Nittany
Lions to six bowl games, going 3-3.
At 49, Franklin is entering the prime of his
career and could be in place for a significant
number of years if hired.
Franklin has previous SEC head coaching
experience at Vanderbilt, where he served from
2011-2013. Franklin did a remarkable job at the
worst football school in the best conference in
the country, posting consecutive 9-4 seasons
and leading the Commodores to bowl games in
all three seasons, posting a 24-15 record.
Franklin spent a year in the NFL as an assistant with Green Bay in 2005.
Lane Kiffin would create a firestorm if he
emerges as a prime candidate or even the hire
by LSU.
He is a mercurial personality, who has
rubbed many the wrong way but there is no
denying his coaching ability and strong résumé.
His father, Monte, was a brilliant defensive
mind.
Lane is a brilliant offensive mind.
His integrity and commitment have been
questioned over the years on some fronts.
Kiffin served as an offensive assistant in
the NFL with Jacksonville. He had a controversial stint as head coach of the Oakland Raiders
in 2007 and 2008, going just 5-15 and drawing
the ire of Raiders owner Al Davis.
On the college level, Kiffin has served as
head coach at Tennessee, USC, Florida Atlantic
and now, Ole Miss. Kiffin has posted a 71-40 record as a head coach at the college level.
He has the Rebels highly ranked and as
one of the top offenses in the nation.
Kiffin spent three valuable years as offen-

sive coordinator and quarterbacks coach under
Nick Saban at Alabama from 2014-2016.
Hiring Kiffin would take away a coach
from a rival SEC West school but he might have
a hard time being accepted in some circles at
LSU, though he is certainly qualified richly for
the position.
Bill O’Brien is another coach with deep
ties to Saban, currently serving as offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach at Alabama.
Previously, O’Brien spent five seasons as
a defensive assistant under the NFL coaching
legend, Bill Belichick, with New England.
O’Brien was a head coach at Penn State in
2012-2013, going a modest 15-9.
He went back to the NFL in 2014 to serve
as head coach of the Houston Texans, spending
seven seasons in that role.
Overall, O’Brien, who is 51, was 54-52 at
Houston, including four playoff appearances
but no playoff wins. O’Brien was fired after
starting the 2020 season 0-4.
Billy Napier is less than an hour away from
Baton Rouge as the head coach of the University of Louisiana in Lafayette.
Napier has proven himself to be more than
worthy of a power five conference head coaching position. He was previously linked to both
South Carolina and Mississippi State openings.
Napier is a former college quarterback at
Furman.
Napier cut his teeth in coaching at Clemson, where he ascended to become offensive
coordinator and quarterbacks coach.
Napier is another coach with deep ties to
Saban, having served as wide receivers coach at
Alabama from 2013-2016.
The Ragin’ Cajuns are his first head coaching job but Napier has proven himself in a huge
way.
Napier has led his team to three bowl
games in as many seasons, winning two, and
will do so for a fourth season this year.
Napier is 33-12 in four seasons and is now
the top team and coach in the Sun Belt Conference at 22-5 in league play.
Napier got his team nationally ranked earlier this season.
At 42, Napier is a very desirable young
head coach with an outstanding future and he
understands the SEC fan frenzy, as a native of
Cookeville, Tennessee and having coached at
Alabama.
Chris Peterson is out of coaching, working
as a studio analyst with Fox.
Woodward hired Peterson at Washington
so there is a clear tie there and the Huskies
made the FBS playoffs under Peterson. Peterson coached six seasons at Washington from
2014-2019.
Previously, Peterson was terrific at Boise
State as a head coach for eight seasons, posting a memorable Fiesta Bowl victory over Oklahoma.
His overall coaching record of 147-38 cannot be denied.
Peterson has no coaching experience
in the south, having also worked at UC-Davis,
next page
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Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief
executive officer of CrescentCitySports.com
and as sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1.
Trahan hosts sports talk shows nightly as well
as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights during the football season and “The
Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the general manager of the Saints Hall
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio stations in the New Orleans area.
Trahan serves as the president of Joyful Noise
Ministries, works with Life Resources Ministries and is president and emcee of the Greater
New Orleans Quarterback Club.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd
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Pittsburgh, Portland State and Oregon.
Does Peterson want to return to coaching?
Mario Cristobal has deep ties to Saban.
Cristobal served as assistant head coach,
offensive line coach and recruiting coordinator
at Alabama from 2013-2016.
Cristobal served six seasons as the head
coach at FIU (2007-2012).
In 2018, Cristobal became the head coach
at Oregon.
In four seasons, Cristobal is 30-11 with the
Ducks.
Cristobal is 51 and a seasoned coach.
Urban Meyer is finding the NFL to be a
tough road, as many career college coaches do.
Meyer has won national championships at
Florida and Ohio State, capturing three overall.
His resume is stronger than any others in the
mix. He knows the SEC and has won big in the
conference previously.
Will Meyer look to escape the NFL after
just one year in Jacksonville?
Jon Gruden is suddenly unemployed.
Gruden won a Super Bowl in Tampa Bay
and was off to a good start this season in Las
Vegas before decade-old e-mails emerged painting him in a negative light by casting others in
a negative light.
Could Gruden overcome his image problem? Would the current state of society forgive
him and welcome him with open arms to LSU?
The latter is doubtful, though Gruden is certainly well-qualified for the job.
Matt Campbell of Iowa State has done a
solid job in six years with the second program
in the state.
Campbell is 39-30 overall with the Cyclones.
In 2020, Campbell guided Iowa State to a
9-3 record and Fiesta Bowl title and has placed
Iowa State in four straight bowl games. Thus far
in 2021, Iowa State is 4-2.
Campbell previously did an excellent job
as the head coach at Toledo for five seasons, going 35-15, taking his team to four bowl games.
Campbell has no experience coaching in
the south but is a good coach and he is just 41,
with perhaps his best years ahead of him.
Mel Tucker is a strong candidate and insiders feel he is one of the favorites for the job.
Tucker has ties to LSU and ties to Saban
and those are certainly positives.

Tucker was Saban’s initial defensive backs
coach at LSU.
Tucker left LSU to serve in the same capacity at Ohio State.
Now at Michigan State, Tucker has his
Spartans unbeaten and ranked.
Previously, Tucker was the head coach at
Colorado and he once served as the interim
head coach of the Jacksonville Jaguars in the
NFL. Additionally, Tucker was the defensive
coordinator of the Chicago Bears and the Cleveland Browns and at Georgia in the SEC.
In 2015, Tucker joined Saban as assistant
head coach and defensive backs coach at Alabama before leaving to serve in the same capacity at Georgia.
Tucker became the head coach at Colorado in 2019 but was only there one year before
being hired in 2020 at Michigan State.
At Colorado, Tucker went 5-7.
At Michigan State, Tucker was 2-5 in the
abbreviated 2020 season but he now has the
Spartans unbeaten at 7-0 and ranked 10th in
the nation in 2021.
The extensive experience of Tucker at both
the college level, with top-level programs, in the
SEC and in the NFL leaves him well prepared
and highly qualified to handle the pressure and
expectations at LSU.
At the age of 49, Tucker is a coach a program can grow with.
There are others as well but rest assured
that Woodward has his man in mind.

M-F Lunch
Tues.- Sat Dinner

Now open
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Trahan
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Sundays 5pm to 8pm

www.chateaucafe.com

Excellent Burgers
Inside Dining
Available!
BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!
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to Miguez Park, which has a small traditional playground at its entrance, will accommodate anyone
from page 1
with sensory issues and physical disabilities. It will
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization in Missouri, that
provide visually impaired colored pathways, a quiet
helps to plan, design and build fully accessible play- cove and other unique play space for the autistic and
grounds that allow all children – regardless of their
those with other disabilities.
abilities – to play together.
Unlimited Play’s universal design features
“We wanted to create a place where children and
will extend beyond Americans with Disabilities
adults like Anthony could have a place to call home, a Act requirements. “The play area was specifically
place where they could have hours of fun but also quiet
designed to be set back further from the street, so
areas where they can gather themselves and rest their
parents choosing to walk the exercise path for exracing minds,” said
ercise can be in near
Arita Bohannan. “The
proximity to the new
playground will be
play area as these
named Anthony’s Misschildren tend to waning Pieces Playground
der. The park looks
after my godson,” said
like it has unique
Brad Bohannan. “Missand fun equipment
ing Pieces refers to the
but for those with
autism logo.”
sensory issues, they
Kenner Maywill notice patterns,
or Ben Zahn and
designs and equipthe entire Kenner
ment that are more
City Councill have
comforting,”
exAnthony’s Missing Pieces Playground groundbreaking
agreed to purchase
plained Brad Bohanwith Kenner city officials and the Bohannan family.
adult exercise equipnan. “It ensures that
ment stationed around the existing walking path. people of all abilities and all ages can play on a
“I am thankful the council and administration
playground.”
could come together for a park that features such
“The hope is our park will remove physical
an incredible playground located right here in the
and social barriers,” said Arita Bohannan. “It will
heart of our city,” said Arita Bohannan.
be a place where children and parents can find
“This is a tremendous addition for the city of
fun, exercise and even quiet places where there is
Kenner,” Mayor Zahn said. “I was absolutely honored
no judgment, no pressure – just the joy of simple
to help, along with the members of the City Council, play – what we all hope for our children.”
to make this incredible dream come true for Brad
For those wishing to learn more about the playand Arita and to make a difference for so many chil- ground, Arita Bohannan can be reached at 468-1100.
dren and families.”
Visit unlimitedplay.org/playgrounds/kenner-incluThe new inclusive playground to be added
sive-playground for further information.

Playground

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

******
OPEN FOR
LUNCH
11 AM

******

Beer bucket specials
and great food. WIFI.

Wed. & Sat.
Steak Nite

******

Every Day
Burger Day

******

OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER?
Want to create an explosive daily routine?

Kenner

Want to learn how to stay inspired and
motivated every day?
Want to INTERESTED
create a clear action
plan withA
a system
IN DIGGING

LIFE

I help people live their dreams with customized coaching.

of accountability?
LITTLE
DEEPER?

GIVE HELP
GET HELP

INTERESTED IN

Want to create an explosive
daily routine?
DIGGING
A LITTLE

LET'S
CHAT!
motivated every day?

Want to learn how to stay inspired
and
DEEPER?

• Want to create an
Want to create a clear action plan
with adaily
system
explosive
routine?
of accountability?
INTERESTED IN DIGGING
• Want toAlearn how to
stay inspired and
LITTLE DEEPER?
motivated every day?

To set up a time, visit
LET'S CHAT!
lovittcoaching.com
• Want to create a clear
action plan with a system
of accountability?
or simply email
me
To set up a time, visit
trainerlovitt@gmail.com.
lovittcoaching.com
LET'S CHAT!
Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and
motivated every day?

Want to create a clear action plan with a system

INTERESTED IN DIGGING A
LITTLE DEEPER?
Want to create an explosive daily routine?
Want to learn how to stay inspired and
motivated every day?

Want to create a clear action plan with a system
of accountability?

LET'S CHAT!

of accountability?

or simply email me
To set15
upminute
a time, visit
Schedule
a free
consultation
trainerlovitt@gmail.com.
lovittcoaching.com
at orlovittlife.com.
IS TOO SHORT.
simplyTAKE
email me ACTION
trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

NOW.
LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW.

LIFE IS TOO SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW.
LIFE IS TOO lovittcoaching.com
SHORT. TAKE ACTION NOW.
lovittcoaching.com
lovittcoaching.com

To set up a time, visit
lovittcoaching.com
or simply email me
trainerlovitt@gmail.com.

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

To Give Help or Get Help
lovittcoaching.com

Please call (504) 468-7204
for more information.
The Kenner Food Bank is located at

317 Oxley Street, Kenner, Louisiana 70062.

GIVE HELP

DONATE TO THE FOOD BANK
Financial donations can be made by
check or money order payable to

KENNER FOOD BANK

Mail or drop off to
317 Oxley Street, Kenner 70062

Food Donations Accepted on Mondays
& Wednesdays from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

GET HELP

The Kenner Food Bank
strives to serve
all citizens of the
City in need of assistance.

Flattened
Cardboard

Metal
Cans

Paper
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Recycling
from page 1

Plastic Bottles
& Jugs

Glass

not make it through the process to be recycled.
Residents are asked to clean items before recycling.
Other items that are not recyclable are any kind
of pizza box and any soiled papers such as diapers, tissues, paper towels, paper plates or napkins. Other unacceptable items are #3 through #7 plastic containers,
How
to prepare
Styrofoam, bubble wrap, plastic film, clothes
hangers,
cereal and cracker boxes are accepted. Residents are
six-pack rings, plastic or foam packing material,
yourwax
recyclables
board juice or milk cartons and boxes, plastic wrap, asked to flatten corrugated boxes and place in the recycling can or on the ground next to the can.
frozen food packaging or take-out food containers. No
Paper such as junk mail, coupons, white or coltanglers such as metal wires and power cords are acceptable. Yard waste should not be placed in recycle
ored paper, gift wrap, envelopes, paper grocery bags,
bins.
paper shopping bags, catalogs, magazines, newspaper
Accepted curbside co-mingled items include #1 and inserts, telephone books and paperback books
plastics such
as soda Clean.
and water bottles
and #2 con- can be recycled. Metal
such as bag
empty it
washed small
Empty.
Dry.TM
Don’t
tainers such as milk, juice, shampoo and detergent
aluminum and steel cans are acceptable.
Keep all recyclables free
Never put recyclables
containers only.
Any residents wanting to contact IV Waste for
of food
andandliquid
containers
or bags
Cardboard,
boxboard
drink cartons should
more informationinshould
visit their website
at ivwaste.
be flattened. Corrugated, paperboard boxes, shoe, com/kenner or call 224-8471.

NEVER place these items in the recycling container

GLASS

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM

Family Owned, We Shop For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services
has provided local families and businesses trusted
service and protection
CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREE QUOTE.

Plastic Bags
& Wrappers

Clothing
& Shoes

Soiled Paper

Greasy
Pizza Boxes

Styrofoam
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Tools
Food
Toys

Electronics
& Batteries
Construction
Waste

Medical Waste
Yard Waste
Diapers

Auto
Boat
Renters

Cycle
Homeowners
Condo
Flood
Business & more

Scrap Metal

www.GuffeyInsurance.net

Shane

a very welcoming environment for anyone considering living in Kenner.”
frommore
pageat
1
Learn
Louisiana native sculptor Scott Hebert creatRecyclingSimpliﬁed.com
artists to touch up any paint where needed. The
ed the previously installed “Swamp Owl” sculpture,
Shanes or their heirs, through a family foundation, which is the mascot of Kenner Discovery Health
have pledged to be responsible for the upkeep and
Science Academy and is located in the same area.
repairs of all sculptures, for generations to come.
Hebert’s newest creation, “Environment,” is conTwo new sculptures were recently installed on
structed of painted stainless steel, 14 feet tall, eight
the median near Kenner City Park, located along
feet six inches wide and weighs 1,500 pounds.
Loyola Drive near Kenner Discovery Health Sci“Take and Play,” a sculpture of seagulls in
ence Academy. These two pieces in that area add
flight, is created by Michigan-based artist Ivan Iler,
to the collection of those previously donated by the “who specializes in metal fabrication that breathes
Shane couple.
movement into his sculptures,” said Henry Shane.
“We’d like to thank Henry and Pat for their con- The sculpture, built of natural stainless steel with
tinued generosity,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. a black powdered-coated base, is 10 feet tall, eight
“These sculptures add beauty to our city and create
feet wide and weighs 1,000 pounds.

Ochsner
from page 1

Hospitals achieve Birth Ready status by
meeting standards set by the Louisiana Perinatal
Quality Collaborative (LaPQC) designed to improve outcomes during pregnancy. The Collaborative, established by Louisiana’s Bureau of Family
Health, is comprised of a network of public health
experts, advocates, doctors and other care providers established by Louisiana’s Bureau of Family
Health.
“While all hospitals in the state are making
efforts to implement changes to improve outcomes, this designation recognizes hospitals who
have gone above and beyond to contribute to the
improvement we are seeing for our mothers and
families in Louisiana,” said Dr. Veronica GillispieBell, a medical director with the LaPQC and OBGYN physician at OMC-Kenner.
The Birth Ready designation is based on five
different measures of improvement: participation

in the collaborative, health disparity efforts, policies that prevent maternal deaths, staff education and patient outcomes.
The Family Birthing Center at OMC-Kenner
OMC-Kenner provides a vast array of services and amenities so that moms-to-be can feel
comfortable and secure when they are choosing
to give birth at their neighborhood hospital. Maternity patients who choose the hospital’s Family Birthing Center will find comfortable, private
rooms and benefit from the latest in equipment
and birthing techniques. The hospital also implements a “Hugs & Kisses” security system with
ankle and wrist bracelets to ensure the safety of
all newborns. If an infant needs more specialized
care, a Level II - Neonatal intensive care unit is
on-site.
For more information about family birthing
services at OMC-Kenner or to schedule an appointment, visit Ochsner.org/locations/Ochsnermedical-center-kenner or call 468-8600.

sales@guffeyinsurance.net

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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