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Rivertown and The Esplanade revitalization concepts available to public, participation still wanted
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, Economic Develop-

ment Program Manager Candace Watkins and the 
members of the City Council encourage residents to 
look at concept plans for The Esplanade mall and 
Rivertown and to participate in surveys and provide 
other input on this important project.

TSW, an Atlanta-based planning and architec-
ture firm, was hired to develop conceptual design 
plans and strategies to revitalize the Rivertown 
Historic District and redevelop The Esplanade mall, 
a major focus for Mayor Zahn and city officials. Can-
dace Watkins and the City’s Economic Development 

team applied for and were awarded a $180,000 grant 
by the Louisiana Office of Community Development 
Disaster Recovery Unit to fund the planning study.

A three-day, virtual design charrette took place 
March 29-31 with multiple public work sessions and 
two public meetings, and there have been public 
meetings and many other opportunities to receive 
public input over the past few months. Based on 
that feedback, along with market analysis and site 
visits conducted by the consultants, the first draft 
concept plans were developed and presented during 
the virtual charrette

“Both Rivertown and The Esplanade mall can 
and should be major areas for economic develop-
ment in the city, and we ask residents to provide 
their input to help the consultants put together the 
best possible final plans for these important areas,” 
Mayor Zahn said.

If you missed the charrette, all of the materi-
als and the public meeting video are posted on the 
project website. An interactive map shows the con-
cept plans for each location and images and infor-
mation describing how it could look. Surveys about 
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Rivertown’s Museum Complex re-opens this summer
In March of 2020, as the COVID-19 pan-

demic arrived, the Kenner Planetarium and Ri-
vertown Space Science Complex joined with mu-
seums, schools and children’s activities all over 
the country and shuttered its doors to visitors. 
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn directed that the mu-
seum complex follow state guidelines and that 
the health and safety of visitors and employees 
should always take precedence.

“For eight months, the museums remained 
vacant and void of the excitement that comes 
with kids as they learn and laugh,” said Heidi Glo-
rioso, a member of the city of Kenner’s Economic 
Development team.

In November 2020 as COVID-19 numbers 
started to improve, the Kenner Planetarium 
opened again with limited capacity. A mask re-
quirement and social distancing measures were 

Kenner fire 
protection, garbage 
and sewer millage 
renewals pass

On April 24, 2021, Kenner residents went to 
the polls and faced three millage renewals for fire 
protection, garbage and sewer services. In unoffi-
cial results, of 40,146 eligible in the millage elec-
tion in Kenner, 3,628 voted in the fire protection 
proposition election, 3,615 voted in the garbage 
proposition election and 3,594 voted in the sewer 
proposition election.

A fire protection renewal of 7.4 mills passed 
and will continue to provide funding for vital fire 
protection services, including helping to fund 
necessary and ongoing life-saving water rescue, 
active fire, hazardous materials and other impor-
tant training for Kenner firefighters. The renewal 
will also upgrade necessary firefighting equipment 
such as pump trucks, rescue vehicles and fire  

This year’s hurricane season starts on June 1 
and continues through Nov. 30 and Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn has directed that Kenner’s Emergency 
Management Department closely monitor season-
al activities, following information released by the 
National Hurricane Center and coordinating with 
parish, state and federal emergency management 
officials when severe weather threatens the area.

Last year was a record-breaking hurricane 
season with 30 named storms, and the storm activ-
ity began in mid-May. Seven storms impacted Loui-
siana, with Category 4 Laura devastating the areas 

Above average 
hurricane season 
upon us, weather 
pattern uncertain
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River Place Behavioral Health 
opens new adolescent unit to 
serve patients in region

River Place Behavioral 
Health’s new adolescent 
unit is now open to treat 
adolescents age 12 to 17 who 
struggle with conditions like 
depression, ADHD, posttrau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and anxiety. Located less 
than 20 miles from Kenner, 
River Place expects to treat 
approximately 400 young patients per year at its 22-inpatient bed unit.

“We are thrilled to open this new unit,” said Dean Hickman, M.D., psy-
chiatry system chair, Ochsner Health and medical director, River Place 
Behavioral Health. “Across Louisiana, we have a lack of inpatient beds to 
treat our young patients with behavioral health concerns, and this region 
is no different. said “Now, more young people will be able to receive treat-
ment without having to travel great distances.”

Approximately one in five children in the United States have a mental 
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McKenzie Tree Enterprises 
celebrates 31 years of helping 
clients
By Allan Katz

McKenzie Tree Enterprises, a local 
company based in Kenner, is one of the 
most successful firms providing tree-relat-
ed services in the metro area. Experienced, 
family-owned and operated, they are celebrating over 31 years in busi-
ness. The McKenzie family owners, John Jr., James and Patricia, are 
life-long residents of Kenner and Metairie and are proud graduates of 
Archbishop Rummel High School, Archbishop Chapelle High School 
and Loyola University.

In 1989, after serving in the military and a career in law enforce-
ment, their father asked the two sons to join him in acquiring a tree 
service company. John, Jr. said, “Of course, we never envisioned a com-
pany that would serve our community for over three decades and we 
are especially proud that my father’s grandchildren will continue to 
grow and operate the business, hopefully for many more years.”

McKenzie’s is fully insured and licensed and on staff also has a 
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PUBLIC INPUT
Rivertown & the Esplanade Mall 

Revitalization Plans
Provide your thoughts on the draft 

concept plans 
April 13 - May 17 

Mark your calendars!
Next Public Meeting: Tuesday, June 22 at 6:00 PM

ORVisit:
https://bit.ly/3s3jipG

Use your phone or tablet’s 
camera on the QR code:

Answer quick survey questions 
about each plan and post your 
thoughts directly on the map!

ANDAND MASKS
Required!

one world one sky:one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may 
live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon 
fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. 
Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through his 
eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s hearts and 
minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient 
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groupsTuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLYGENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★★     Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m. Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per showAdmission: Adults, $6 per show  ★★    Children/Seniors, $5 per show Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★★    Multi-show packages availableMulti-show packages available

www.kenner.la.uswww.kenner.la.us                show schedule subject to changeshow schedule subject to change

Big Bird’s Big Bird’s 
AdventureAdventure

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

From Earth to the universe
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 31 minutes    The night sky ha s inspired awe 
and been the subject of campfi re stories, and ancient myths for as long as there have been 
people. Take a journey of celestial discovery, from theories of the ancient Greek astronomers 
to today’s grandest telescopes, as we invite you to experience From Earth to the Universe.

The Accidental Astronauts: The Accidental Astronauts: 
An Earth, Sun, Moon AdventureAn Earth, Sun, Moon Adventure
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 32 minutes  
Follow the adventures of Sy and Annie as they embark on an unexpected journey into 
space!  Explore the Earth, Sun and Moon system with a wise-cracking starship computer.  
Get up close and personal with a solar storm. And gain a new appreciation of our home 
planet. “The Accidental Astronauts” is a space adventure for all ages.

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 45 minutes    Some great artists like John Lennon, James 
Brown, and Elvis Presley come into our lives only to depart far too soon, leaving behind a musical legacy.  Laser 
Tribute pays homage to great artists whose music has touched and inspired us all.  May their legacies live on, 
one song at a time.  
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Ready for travel
whenever
you are.

Federal law requires wearing a mask
at all times in and on the airport.

FlyMSY.com/Travelready
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{  One-on-one personal 
training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one 
evaluation including movement 
screening, diet, and lifestyle 
analysis. You will leave with 
a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals.

{  Early morning & after work 
appointments available 

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER
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4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
VIEW A 360 DEGREE 

VIRTUAL TOUR: 

Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care



MAY 2021  H  KENNER STHR6

Could Louisiana face a backlash like Georgia?
By Jeff Crouere

The administra-
tion of Kenner Mayor 

Ben Zahn is seeking some innovative thinking from 
consultants and the public in an effort to revitalize Ri-
vertown and redevelop The Esplanade.

Both Rivertown and The Esplanade mall have for 
years been considered problems by Kenner government 
and the business community. Neither entity has been 
able to attract large numbers of consumers or the sales 
tax revenues that are crucial to funding city government.

I first heard about Rivertown’s issues from then-
Kenner Mayor Aaron Broussard 30 years ago. Broussard 
had high hopes for Kenner’s historic district located 
where the city’s original center had prospered in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. Back in those days, Ken-
ner was a railroad and farming center. Broussard hoped 
that Rivertown could become a Jefferson Parish version 
of New Orleans’ French Quarter, attracting thousands 
of free-spending visitors and locals to fine restaurants 

and nice shops. While Rivertown has been home to a 
few nice restaurants and shops, it has never developed 
the mass appeal that Broussard dreamed about.

Back in the early 2000s, then-Kenner Mayor Ed 
Muniz lamented in an interview about the decline of 
The Esplanade. Once one of the top shopping, dining 
and entertainment malls in the region, it has been on 
a long declining arc although it has a prime location in 
the 1400 block of West Esplanade Avenue. Many have 
predicted its demise to make way for some other uses of 
the prime land that it occupies.

And that brings us to current Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn. Zahn has a deserved reputation as an original, 
innovative thinker and problem solver. In studying the 
problems and shortfalls of both Rivertown and The 
Esplanade, Zahn concluded it was time to seek some 
new thinking outside of City Hall. He tasked Kenner 
Economic Development Program Director Candace 
Watkins to create a program that would bring in some 
first-class consultants from outside Kenner and at the 
same time create a venue where Kenner residents 

could share their ideas about the rejuvenation of River-
town and The Esplanade with City Hall.

An industrious, energetic person, Watkins had her 
department put together a retail study and hotel/motel 
study. Armed with that data, she then successfully ap-
plied for a $180,000 grant from the Louisiana Office of 
Community Development. Based on the recommenda-
tion of a five-member in-house proposal review team, 
the firm of TSW Architects Planners from Atlanta was 
selected as the consultants. TSW, in turn, contracted 
with Kenner Realtor Linda Nugent as their local liaison.

With all of that in place, Zahn and Watkins used 
the Zoom video format to hold several public virtual 
meetings that attracted hundreds of Kenner residents 
and civic groups. Many of the participants did indeed 
have ideas about the rejuvenation of Rivertown and The 
Esplanade.

“I think we got about 30 substantive ideas from 
our public events, which we call ‘Virtual Design Char-
rettes,’” says Watkins. Watkins said residents can offer 
comments on the Social PinPoint website created by 

the consultants at https://tsw.mysocialpinpoint.com/
kenner-rivertown-esplanade-mall-revitalization-plan.

I indicated at the start of this column that the 
problems of Rivertown and The Esplanade are of long 
standing and won’t be easily or quickly solved. But I 
would never bet against Zahn or Watkins. They are both 
tenacious and driven to succeed. I’m sure they will turn 
over every rock in their pursuit of solutions.

Also, if you have ideas about the redevelopment of 
Rivertown and The Esplanade, please contact Watkins. 
She loves out-of-the-box thinking. Her email address is 
cwatkins@kenner.la.us. If she likes your ideas, I’m sure 
she’ll get back to you for further discussions. Turning 
around Rivertown and The Esplanade are critical to 
Kenner’s future. If you have some thoughts on either 
subject, please share them.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.
net.

Zahn administration seeks new, creative thinking to revitalize Rivertown,  
The Esplanade
By Allan Katz

Political

After the new 
election bill was signed 
into law by Georgia Gov-
ernor Brian Kemp, the 

state has been facing an economic onslaught. The new 
law was criticized by a number of major corporations, 
including Delta Airlines and Coca-Cola, both headquar-
tered in Georgia.

Major League Baseball (MLB) took their oppo-
sition to the new law a step further by taking their 
All-Star Game from Atlanta and awarding it to Den-
ver, Colorado. Atlanta could face an economic loss of 
$100 million because of the decision. Ironically, MLB 
chose a city with a much smaller percentage of Afri-
can American residents and a state that offers fewer 
early voting days than Georgia.

An even bigger $130 million economic loss for 
Georgia occurred when movie superstar Will Smith 
pulled his new film, Emancipation, from the state. Ac-
cording to Smith and his co-producer, Antoine Fuqua, 

“The new Georgia voting laws are reminiscent of voting 
impediments that were passed at the end of Reconstruc-
tion to prevent many Americans from voting. Regrettably, 
we feel compelled to move our film production work 
from Georgia to another state.”

Smith and Fuqua decided to move the project 
to New Orleans. The city’s communications director, 
Beau Tidwell, noted the movie will bring “significant 
investments, significant jobs for New Orleans.” He 
said the movie is being relocated to New Orleans be-
cause the city is “welcoming.”

Of course, the movie will be a major boost to a 
city that has been struggling in recent months. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic has been devastating to New Orleans 
by severely limiting the tourism and hospitality industry. 
New Orleans tourism officials hope the rest of 2021 and 
2022 will bring New Orleans back to a sense of normalcy 
as tourists start to return to the city in large numbers.

With the new election law, Georgia’s film business 
may suffer the loss of even more projects. This could 

mean major benefits for Louisiana. However, if top Hol-
lywood movie executives look closely at the overall po-
litical environment in Louisiana, they might not be too 
eager to relocate projects to the state.

Typically, states controlled by Democrats offer 
additional ways for voters to register and cast ballots. 
In states controlled by Republicans, such as Louisi-
ana, the emphasis is for voters to participate in person 
on Election Day.

Like Georgia under the new law, Louisiana re-
quires voters to show identification to cast ballots on 
Election Day. In addition, Louisiana has strict rules 
for absentee voting and does not allow automatic vot-
er registration or same-day voter registration. While 
Georgia’s new law restricted the use of voter drop 
boxes, Louisiana only offers this service at a relatively 
few voter registration offices.

These state’s strict voter laws are not surprising. 
Based on recent election results, Louisiana is even more 
of a conservative state than Georgia. While Democrats 
won both the presidential electoral votes and two U.S. 
Senate seats in Georgia in the last election, Louisiana 
remained solidly Republican.

In 2020, Louisiana was easily carried by Presi-
dent Donald Trump and voters have elected two Re-
publicans to serve in the U.S. Senate. In fact, there 
has been only one Democrat serving in the state’s 
congressional delegation.

Smith and Fuqua and other Hollywood filmmak-
ers planning on moving to Louisiana might become 
even more upset if they monitor the ongoing two-
month legislative session in Baton Rouge. The Loui-
siana Legislature is much more conservative than its 
counterpart in Georgia.

The GOP has almost a super majority in both leg-
islative houses. Surely there will be a host of conserva-
tive legislation that will pass in the upcoming session. 
For example, bills are being introduced to make Loui-
siana a constitutional carry state and expand second 
amendment rights.

There are also at least six bills that will be de-
bated regarding elections. Republican legislators are 

sponsoring these bills to tighten the current laws, re-
duce the possibility of voter fraud and enhance legis-
lative oversight of elections.

In this session, legislators are also introducing 
several bills regarding the participation of transgen-
der athletes in public school competitions. While the 
bills might garner support among Republicans in the 
legislature, Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards, a 
Democrat, is staunchly opposed.

He has made it clear that he will not support any 
bill that bars transgender athletes from competing 
against biological males or females. The governor be-
lieves such legislation is “unnecessary, discriminatory 
and very hurtful for those individuals.”

Another factor is the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA), which has moved events from 
states that have passed laws restricting the rights of 
transgender individuals. In 2016, the NCAA barred North 
Carolina from hosting any of their events after the state 
passed a law, that has since been reversed, barring trans-
gender individuals from using public restrooms.

Next year, New Orleans is set to host the NCAA 
Final Four Men’s Basketball Tournament. If the 
legislature passes any laws restricting transgender 
athletes, the governor believes the NCAA and other 
groups will boycott the state. He said, “We know that 
there will be an adverse impact to the state with re-
spect to the NCAA and other things.”

It will be interesting to see how these threats will 
impact the ongoing legislative session in Baton Rouge, 
which is set to conclude on June 10, 2021. 

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 
990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political colum-
nist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and pro-
vides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere You-
Tube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more 
information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Along with the 
members of the City 
Council and Police 
Chief Mike Glaser, I’d 

like to thank Kenner residents for voting in favor 
of the renewals of the millages for fire protection, 
garbage and sewer service on April 24.

All three are critical for daily operations in 
the city and all are existing millages that have been 
in place for the past 10 years. The renewals go into 
effect at the end of this year and will remain in 
place for 10 years.

We worked very hard to make information 
available to residents about each of the millages, 

 
 
and I’d like to thank our Kenner media creative 
team for their hard work in producing the infor-
mative videos and other helpful information and 
making those educational resources available in a 
number of different ways.

We put information on the city’s website and 
had social media posts on a daily basis for more 
than a month on the city and Kenner TV Facebooks 
pages, as well as the city’s Nextdoor and Twitter 
pages and on the city’s KTV channel. We created 
a mailer filled with millage information that was 
delivered to all residents and businesses.

In addition, we created a “Millage Informa-
tion Page” filled with a variety of resources, with a 

link to a page with Spanish-language versions of all 
videos and information. We put out signs through-
out the city, held a public Zoom meeting to answer 
questions from residents about the millages and 
attended a number of civic and business meetings 
to give millage presentations.

I’d also like to thank Fire Chief Terence 
Morris, Joanne Massony and Hubert Frank-
lin of the Wastewater Department and Deputy 
Chief Administrative Officer Chad Pitfield and 
Interim Finance Director Elizabeth Herring for 
working to make sure the Kenner media team 
had all the necessary information and for being 
a part of all public meetings.

And last, but certainly not least, thanks also 
to the members of the City Council, and their staff, 

who shared the videos and other resources with 
their constituents and were a crucial part of the 
public information effort.

Keeping the public informed is a responsibil-
ity we take very seriously – whether it’s a construc-
tion project, an approaching storm or a millage 
election – and this was an excellent team effort 
that clearly and convincingly explained the impor-
tance of these millage renewals. It’s just another 
reason we are Kenner Proud!  

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Fire protection, sewer and garbage collection millages renewed by Kenner voters
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Government

Police

During the pan-
demic, online consum-
er fraud has targeted 
seniors as potential 

victims of various scams. However, reporter Joe Eaton 
of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) 
has provided a list of crime-fighting tools that seniors 
can use to protect themselves from scams. Eaton writes 
that some are free and come from government agencies, 
nonprofits, or large corporations, while others are from 
entrepreneurs with unique and often high-tech protec-
tions that you can pay for. After researching many of 
these services and devices, then talking to anti-fraud 
experts and former law enforcement officials, they all 
advise that senior consumers should focus mainly on 
specific needs. Please review the following services 
to determine which suits your needs best.
Take a financial vulnerability survey

The Wayne State University Institute of Geron-
tology has developed an online financial vulnerability 
survey, at OlderAdultNestEgg.com, to help older Ameri-
cans evaluate decision-making. Through its SAFE pro-
gram, the service also offers one-on-one coaching to 
help users catch fraud or identify theft.

Review a broker’s history on Brokercheck by 
FINRA

FINRA, the independent, nongovernmental 
regulator of securities firms doing business in the 
United States, has a free online tool, BrokerCheck.finra.
org, that lets you review broker history as well as find 
complaints and disciplinary actions against brokers. 
Always remember to hang up on a cold-calling broker. 
Legitimate ones don’t work that way.
Protect your packages with Informed Delivery

A free service from the U.S. Postal Service, In-
formedDelivery.usps.com emails images of your mail 
before it arrives. It also allows users to track and 
manage package delivery to keep purchases safe from 
thieves.
Sign up for identity theft protection services

A number of companies promise to keep your 
identity safe for a fee. Plans from NortonLifeLock of-
fer identity theft protection to AARP members at a 
discount of at least 20 percent. EverSafe.com and 
IDShield.com are among the companies that patrol 
the dark web, searching for illicit use of your Social 
Security number, false changes of address and other 
misused personal information while also monitoring  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
your bank accounts and credit cards to ensure they  
haven’t been compromised. You can compare basic  
fees on each company’s website.
Stop phone scammers with call blocking software

Start by signing up for the National Do Not Call 
Registry at DoNotCall.gov. Next, call your carrier and 
ask what call-blocking services it provides; more are 
adding free call-screening options in response to the 
epidemic of fraudulent phone calls. If you want fuller 
protection for your smart phone, consider services like 
RoboKiller.com or Truecaller.com.
Verify a person’s profile photo with a reverse image 
search

To lure victims, online dating scammers often 
use stolen photos. Before you respond to a connection 
request, drop that profile photo into a reverse image 
search tool that will show you where else the image ap-
pears on the internet – which can help expose crooks. 
Image search services include images.Google.com, Tin-
Eye.com and Yandex.com.
Keep a loved one safe from fraud

Persuade the person to sign up for a service that 
constantly reviews all their financial accounts for un-
usual transactions and then sends alerts to you and 
others if they occur. GuideChange.com and EverSafe.
com promise to put older Americans’ finances under 
a microscope and root out fraud. Their computers con-

stantly monitor how money is spent, searching for red 
flags. These services can offer peace of mind – at a price. 
Check websites for fees.
Confirm a caregiver’s background before hiring

While anyone can find information about a person 
online, many companies will do a professional job for a 
fee. They provide detailed information on criminal re-
cords, civil court filings and credit scores. And services 
like Goodhire.com, Checkr.com and IntelliCorp.net will 
provide monthly updates for additional peace of mind. 
Services and fees are listed on the companies’ websites.
Secure sensitive emails with decryption

Email services like ProtonMail.com, Tutanota.
com and Mailfence.com encrypt your incoming emails 
so no one can read them without going through a highly 
secure login and decrypting process. Compare prices on 
their websites.
Check out the AARP Fraud Watch Network

AARP’s Fraud Watch Network can help you spot 
and avoid scams. Sign up for free Watchdog Alerts, re-
view its scam-tracking map, or call their toll-free fraud 
helpline at 877-908-3360 if you or a loved one suspect 
you’ve been a victim. 

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download 
the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both 
Apple and Android devices and access the Kenner Po-
lice Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the 
latest updated crime, traffic and other law enforce-
ment-related information.

How seniors can protect themselves from scams
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

May 6 & May 20  
Location to be determined.

Check website or call.
https://eaanola.org

Generate 
Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confi dent 
Public Speaker

Improve 
Profi tability

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Community
Programs now in place to assist homebound individuals 
and those with mobility issues to get COVID-19 vaccine

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced that CO-
VID-19 vaccinations are available through JenCare in 
Kenner as part of a new program that provides trans-
portation so that individuals with mobility issues can get 
the COVID vaccine.

The Paratransit Vaccination Program is one of two 
COVID-19 vaccination services announced by Jefferson 
Parish on April 5, 2021.

Residents can contact a call center at 518-4020 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, to 
make an appointment to get the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine at a local participating healthcare facility and 
for more information.

In addition to JenCare in Kenner, Metairie and 

Gretna, other participating healthcare partners for the 
paratransit program are Oak Street Health in Metairie 
and Our Community Health in Gretna.

The Homebound Vaccination Program makes a 
COVID-19 vaccination available for residents who are 
unable to leave their homes.

The homebound vaccination program also uses 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, which requires only a 
single shot. Responders can also contact the parish call 
center at 518-4020 for this program, during the same 
times Monday through Friday.

Additional COVID vaccination events are held in 
neighborhoods throughout the parish. Visit COVID.Jef-
fParish.net for weekly updates on site locations. 
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Government

504-561-6124 
GULFBANK.COM

Be Local. Bank Local.

Following the 
busiest hurricane 
season ever in the 
U.S., and a record-

setting year locally as well – with seven storms that 
affected Louisiana – the forecast for the 2021 hur-
ricane season that starts on June 1 is for another 
above-average number of storms.

On top of hurricane preparations, residents 
must continue to deal with the threat from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Even though vaccines are being 
widely distributed now and hopefully disease rates 
will continue to diminish in the coming months, we 
must remain vigilant to any additional waves as the 
summer months arrive, travel increases and public 
activities resume.

Until the pandemic is over, state health officials 
recommend that all residents continue wearing a 
mask and frequently washing their hands. That’s 
particularly true if you are taking mass transit, in a 
crowded store, in a hotel or restaurant or at an emer-
gency shelter.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and city officials ap-
plaud Kenner residents for taking storm prepara-
tions seriously in 2020. A number of storms were 
poised to hit the area only to move in another direc-
tion or weaken at the last minute.

As each storm approached, Mayor Zahn directed 
the release of information on social media and resi-
dents could be seen taking mitigation measures around 
their residences, boarding windows, cleaning drains 
and removing items that could fly around in high wind.

In the days leading to landfall, stores experi-
enced brisk business as families stocked up on nec-
essary food, water and medicine. Fuel stations were 
also quite busy, with a few having lines of vehicles as 
motorists filled up gas tanks, preparing in the event 
of evacuation. Residents also took advantage of sand-
bags that Mayor Zahn directed be provided at several 
locations throughout the city at no cost.

When Zeta approached, there was no last-min-
ute change in course and the storm actually strength-
ened significantly as it approached landfall on Oct. 28. 
The city, and Kenner residents, were ready.

Zeta knocked out power throughout the entire 
city, with some residents out of service for five days. 
Still, people were calm and observed requests by of-
ficials to remain off the streets, allowing our emer-
gency crews, police and fire personnel critical time 
to assess and properly address emergency conditions. 

Mayor Zahn and city officials worked with 
Public Service Commissioner Eric Skrmetta and En-
tergy officials on power restoration, at the same time 
implementing debris removal plans with the city’s 
Municipal Emergency Response Team. Residents 
responded by cleaning their own yards of branches 
and storm debris and stacking items along the curb 
for pickup. Traffic was heavy at times, but there were 
very few accidents in Kenner as motorists cautiously 
moved through many intersections with inoperable 
traffic signals. Utility crews were able to restore pow-
er to most residents relatively quickly, responding to 
local reports of outages while working from a staging 
area set up by the City at the Pontchartrain Center.

From our experiences through many storms 
and the pandemic, this we know –  making practi-
cal preparations now for our own families and busi-
nesses is not only in the best interest of the individual, 
but also supports our community, our city. How well 
we prepare will not only affect our ability as individu-
als to endure a crisis but will have a direct impact on 
how soon we as a community come back. The quicker 
a community is able to recover, the more support it 
is capable of providing to its residents. So, the more 
we prepare as individuals, the quicker our lives will 
return to normal following any disaster. Even if you 
cannot make extensive preparations, any level of 
preparation, however slight, is better than just hop-
ing for a good outcome.

When a storm or some other situation threatens, 
Mayor Zahn relies on a team approach. He directs de-
partment heads to address the immediate needs of 
residents. The Emergency Management Department 
executes plans, activates the Emergency Operations 
Center and organizes an incident management team 
when appropriate. The Kenner Public Information 
Office and Kenner Media team keeps residents in-
formed continually with timely social media posts 
and press releases.

The Kenner Police and Fire departments as-
sist with evacuation and provide rapid response to 
any emergency or rescue operation. The General 
Services Department maintains facilities to house 
essential personnel who remain during disasters 
and Human Resources provides the resources for 
personnel support. The Recreation Department 
readies gymnasiums for shelters or distribution sites, 
if needed. The IT Department supports continuity of 
operations through provision of communications and 
computer networks. The Legal Department prepares 
emergency declarations that may need to be issued.

Code Enforcement Department personnel fan 
out after an event to conduct damage assessments. 
Kenner’s Municipal Emergency Response Team 
is ready to address any infrastructure repairs and 
debris collection. Community Development person-
nel assist residents with obtaining information on 
emergency housing and other federal programs. Our 
Wastewater Department ensures that our sewer 
system and lift stations continue to work as long as 
possible. Public Works staff monitors drainage canals 
and coordinates with parish officials on pumps and 
engineering needs. Entergy and other utilities will 
embed in the EOC when necessary, to coordinate 
restoration efforts.

If need be, a Recovery Coordination Group can 
be activated in order to address long-term economic 
recovery and community planning efforts. Kenner’s 
Finance Department seeks reimbursement through 
the FEMA public assistance program. All the while, 
Kenner’s Council members as well as state and 
federal legislators representing the region are kept 
abreast of local developments by the administration 
to ensure they can communicate with constituents, 
relay district level needs and enact any emergency 
legislation necessary to address Kenner’s unique 
storm recovery needs.

Kenner’s residents should feel confident in 
knowing Mayor Zahn and city officials go over each 
year’s storm response to find what works and what 
can be improved and we are ready for this hurricane 
season.

Now is the time for residents to complete their 
storm preparations. It is important for Kenner resi-
dents to concentrate on what they know and what 
they can and do control as we enter the storm season.

Storm season preparations
Carefully review and consider renewing your 

homeowners/renters and flood insurance cover-
age. It’s important to do this now because some 
policies have waiting periods that could limit cov-
erage in the months ahead.

Develop a plan for where you will go in the 
event of a major storm and how you will contact 
loved ones in the event of a disaster. Exchange this 
information with family and close friends.

Sign up for Supplemental Nutritional As-
sistance Program (SNAP) benefits in advance, 
if eligible.

Recognize that a strong storm, even a Cat-
egory 1 event, will likely result in utility impacts, 
including extended power outages as well as loss 
of water and sewerage service. Plan accordingly.

Make necessary repairs and keep up routine 
maintenance on your personal vehicle. Familiar-
ize yourself with state evacuation routes and Con-
traflow protocols. Map out your evacuation route 
and fuel and food locations along the route.

If you don’t have a personal vehicle, famil-
iarize yourself with the Publicly Assisted Evacu-
ation Plan. In the event of a major storm requir-
ing mandatory evacuation, busses will run along 
the Kenner Loop route, pick up passengers and 
bring them to the Delgado College campus on 
Airline Drive in Metairie. Evacuees will be pro-
cessed and transported by plane or bus to shel-
ters outside the region.

Keep up on your medicine prescriptions and 
refill them regularly. Write out a list of your medi-
cal conditions and medications needed.

If possible, save a portion of your stimulus 
check or gather other funds over time for a poten-
tial emergency.

Develop a business continuity plan now. Con-
sider what you can do to develop resources and 
plans necessary to operate during a disaster and 
reopen as soon as possible afterwards.

If appropriate, sign up with the Parish Spe-
cial Needs Registry. Call JP Emergency Manage-
ment at 349-5360 for further details.

Sign up for Jefferson Transit’s Mobility Im-
paired Transportation Service (MITS) by applying 
online or contacting the MITS Paratransit office 
at 889-7155.

Remain weather aware during the hurricane 
season. Review news and weather reports daily.

Get information from reliable sources. Be 
sure to check Kenner’s official webpage, Facebook 
and Twitter accounts frequently for the latest in-
formation on local conditions.

Sign up for JPAlert, a community alerting 
system that utilizes email and cell phones to alert 
residents concerning hazardous conditions such 
as severe weather. Sign up online or call JPEM.

Get an extra battery, charge cord and car 
charger for your cellular phone.

Acquire a reasonable supply of canned food, 
dry goods and water, hygiene products, paper 
products and batteries.

Prepare a ‘Go Kit’ with essential papers, iden-
tification and valuable personal possessions. 

Doug Dodt is the director of Emergency Man-
agement for the city of Kenner. Additional hurri-
cane season preparedness resources are available 
online at www.kenner.la.us.

Time to review and update hurricane season preparations
By Doug Dodt – Kenner’s Emergency Management Director
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180 W. Esplanade Ave. | Kenner, LA 70065

• Private, spacious birthing rooms

• Free prenatal classes

• Latest equipment and birthing techniques

• Lactation and breastfeeding consultations

Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner is recognized as a 
Baby-Friendly birthing facility.

We are proud to invest in evidence-based programs 
that support infant bonding and safe feeding practices 
so mom and baby get the healthiest and happiest start 
possible. Our OB/GYNs are skilled in the latest medical 
approaches and are committed to providing you with 
expert and personalized care.

We are committed to  
great beginnings.

Our Providers

Diana Farge, MD Veronica Gillispie-Bell, MD

John McCrossen, MD Sheena Pullman, MD

Amy Truitt, MD Michael Wiedemann, MD

Shontell Thomas, MD

Kristen Malkiewicz, NP

Juan Carlos Torres, MD

Visit ochsner.org/schedule or call 504-608-1069

Community

Real Estate

According to 
data from the most 

recent Origination Insight Report by Ellie Mae, 
the average FICO score on closed loans reached 
753 in February. As lending standards have tight-
ened recently, many are concerned over whether 
or not their credit score is strong enough to qualify 
for a mortgage. While stricter lending standards 
could be a challenge for some, many buyers may 
be surprised by the options that are still available 
for borrowers with lower credit scores.

The fact that the average American has seen 
their credit score go up in recent years is a great 
sign of financial health. As someone’s score rises, 
they’re building toward a stronger financial future. 
As more Americans with strong credit enter the 
housing market, we see a natural increase in the 
FICO score distribution of closed loans.

If your credit score is below 750, it’s easy to 
fear that you may not be able to qualify for a mort-
gage. However, that’s not always the case. While 
the majority of borrowers right now do have a 
score above 750, there’s more to qualifying for a 
mortgage than just the credit score, and there are 
still options that allow people with lower credit 
scores to buy their dream home. The following is 
what Experian, a global leader in consumer and 
business credit reporting, says.

Federal Housing Administration (FHA) loans 
– “With a 3.5% down payment, homebuyers may be 
able to get an FHA loan with a 580 credit score or 
higher. If you can manage a 10% down payment, 
though, that minimum goes as low as 500.”

Conventional loans – “The most popular loan 
type typically comes with a 620 minimum credit 
score.”

S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) loans 
– “In general, lenders require a minimum credit 
score of 640 for a USDA loan, though some may go 
as low as 580.”

S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) loans 
– “VA loans don’t technically have a minimum 
credit score, but lenders will typically require be-
tween 580 and 620.”

There’s no doubt a higher credit score will 
give you more options and better terms when ap-
plying for a mortgage, especially when lending is 
tight like it is right now. When planning to buy a 
home, speaking to an expert about steps you can 
take to improve your credit score is essential so 
you’re in the best position possible. However, don’t 
rule yourself out if your score is less than perfect – 
today’s market is still full of opportunity.

The bottom line is don’t let assumptions 
about whether your credit score is strong enough 
put a premature end to your homeownership 
goals. Let’s connect today to discuss the options 
that are best for you.  

Sidney Bullard, a lifelong Kenner resident 
working with Absolute Real Estate alongside her 
father, Sid Bullard, a Realtor and real estate bro-
ker, is working to serve the community with any 
and all residential and commercial real estate 
needs. Bullard can be reached at 512 5664 or by 
email at sidneynbullard@gmail.com.

What credit score do you need 
for a mortgage? 
By Sidney Bullard

City of Kenner District 4 subdivisions get new 
entrance sign

In late April 2021, a new entry way sign 
for Chateau Terre, Holly Heights and Westwood 
subdivisions was installed on the median on the 
southern side of the Chateau Boulevard and 
West Esplanade Avenue intersection. The total 
cost of the beautification project was authorized 
by Kenner District 4 Councilman George Bra-

nigan to be paid from his district’s capital fund 
account, which last year also funded the instal-
lation of upward landscape lighting on the me-
dian’s crypt myrtle trees. Councilman Branigan 
said the project was two years in the making and 
landscaping to complete the beautification is 
soon to come. 
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Education

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CHECK OUT OURCHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEER

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

21.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

18.99
Long Neck BottlesLong Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

DRY ICEDRY ICE
  1.15  1.15 lb. lb.

COKE PRODUCTS
COKE, DIET COKE, COKE, DIET COKE, 

DR PEPPER AND OTHER DR PEPPER AND OTHER 
12 PACK 12 PACK 

COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS

theicehousekenner.comtheicehousekenner.com

 Ice Cold Ice Cold 

    KEGKEG BEERBEER
To Go!To Go!

20 Pack

55..9999
12 PACK

As this un-
precedented school 

year draws to a close, I want to take a moment to 
acknowledge the tenacity and creativity of our 
teachers, administrators, support staff and all of our 
employees this year. At the beginning of this year, 
I would often comment that there was “no script 
for COVID-19.” Since then, we have planned and 
implemented a strong process that’s kept in-person 
learning a priority while also keeping our students 
and employees safe. As we wrap up the school year, I 
am proud of everything we accomplished for our stu-
dents, our employees and the community at large.

As we finalize our plans for the 2021-2022 
school year, we look forward to a broader return 
to in-person instruction and normal operations. 
Leveraging the Elementary and Secondary School  

 
 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds we have received, 
our plan for next year will focus on five high-impact 
focus areas: 1.) Address learning loss 2.) Support 
social, emotional and mental health 3.) Prioritize 
opportunities for our youngest and diverse learners 
4.) Increase instructional resources 5.) Provide a 
healthy and safe teaching and learning environment.

Parents will notice some new initiatives to 
support students, starting with an enhanced sum-
mer program. Expanded in duration, attendance 
and content from past summer programs, this new 
program will target students for accelerated learn-
ing and enrichment to address unfinished learning.

Additionally, our plan for the 2021-2022 school 
year will continue to prioritize in-person learning  
for all students in grades PK-12. As numerous  
studies have shown, there are great benefits to 

 
 
in-person learning. We know from our experience 
over the last year that the majority of our students 
perform best academically, socially and emotionally 
when they are learning in-person with their peers. 
There is no substitute for a warm and caring teach-
er in the classroom to support positive growth.

Throughout the year, we have prioritized the 
health and safety of everyone on campus. Our students 
and educators have done an incredible job following 
our Start Strong Jefferson health and safety protocols, 
and we will continue to follow those protocols. In ad-
dition, once school employees became eligible for the 
vaccine, we worked with healthcare partners and par-
ish government officials to host six exclusive events to 
vaccinate approximately 2,000 employees. Because 
of these mitigation strategies, our schools have re-
mained safe places to work and learn.

This year has taught us the vital role schools 
play in the success and well-being of our communi-
ty. Contingent upon guidance from health officials 
and diminishing rates of COVID-19, we look forward 
to a more inclusive and inviting school experience 
next year. This would not be possible without the 
support of our families, employees and community 
stakeholders. Thank you for the trust, support and 
patience you’ve shown us this year. Together, we will 
be the champions our students deserve.   

Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jeffer-
son Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse 
district in Louisiana, serving around 51,000 
students. Dr. Gray is a 25-year veteran of public 
education and most recently served as Jefferson 
Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP Schools on In-
stagram and Twitter at @jpschools.

Jefferson Parish Schools plans for more normal operations for the 2021-2022 
school year
By James Gray, Ed.D. – Jefferson Parish Schools Superintendent

On April 22, 2021, Jefferson Parish Schools an-
nounced a new summer learning program, Jefferson 
Summer Bridge. The free, in-person program will be 
enhanced in duration, content and attendance from 
previous summer programs to address learning gaps 
and disruptions resulting from the pandemic.

“This year, our teachers, support staff and  
administrators have stepped up to meet our students 

 
 
where they are and provide quality teaching and 
learning despite challenges created by the pandemic. 
Jefferson Summer Bridge will take those efforts a step 
further with a fun and enriching program to acceler-
ate learning and develop the whole child this sum-
mer,” said Dr. James Gray Jefferson Parish Schools 
Superintendent.

Jefferson Summer Bridge will run from June 8  

 
 
through June 30 and will be open to selected students 
currently in grades K-7. The program is designed to 
provide targeted groups of students with accelerated 
learning and growth during the summer months in a 
fun environment. It will be a full day program that in-
cludes a combination of math and ELA acceleration, 
enrichment opportunities that develop the whole 
child and support for students’ social and emotional 

 
needs. Schools across the district will collaborate for 
a community approach to planning and implementing 
the summer program.

Students will be invited to participate in Jeffer-
son Summer Bridge based on select criteria. Targeted 
families will receive more information directly from 
their schools in the coming weeks about Jefferson 
Summer Bridge. Visit jpschools.org/summerbridge 
for more information.   

Jefferson Parish Schools announces Jefferson Summer Bridge

Food pantry established at Kenner school

Jefferson Parish Schools along with Dawn Busters Kiwanis and the American Culinary Federation unveiled 
a community food pantry at Washington Elementary STEM School as part of a holistic STEM food program includ-
ing gardening and cooking classes.  
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Banking

edwardjones.com

 

Christina S Wilson  Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave
Suite 109
Kenner
467-3995 

 
 

Member SIPC

Katina Summers
Financial Advisor

2400 Veterans Blvd
Suite 484
Kenner
375-2149

Are you invested properly?
Get a second opinion.

FOMO, or the 
“fear of missing out,” is 
one of many reasons 
why the residential 

real estate market bubble is growing so rapidly. 
Homes are selling quickly, often above asking price. 
There are even more realtors than properties listed 
for sale. While FOMO will always be evident, there 
are three other reasons why properties are selling so 
quickly.

The first is that most buyers will borrow to buy 
homes and are doing so right now because mortgage 
rates are still very low. The historically low interest 
rates give borrowers a low mortgage payment which 
can then be locked in for 30 years. It may be hard to 
believe, but the long-term average mortgage interest 
rate is a high 8%. Therefore, buyers are understand-
ably rushing to purchase before the inevitable rate 
increases.

Another issue is the lack of supply. Before the 
financial crisis in 2008, home building exceeded 
normal demand. New home construction was signifi-
cantly lower than normal demand for almost 10 years 

after the crisis. This resulted in a serious imbalance 
between supply and demand that especially rose dur-
ing COVID shutdowns as interest rates were pushed 
to historic lows which created more real estate buyers 
than sellers.

Builders tend to ramp up new home construc-
tion when demand exceeds supply. Because of the 
COVID challenges, there are a number of reasons 
why new construction cannot keep up with demand. 
Workers are in short supply and sometimes unwilling 
to rejoin the workforce. Due to shipping delays, appli-
ances and other necessary building supplies are more 
expensive or simply unavailable. And municipalities 
are not speeding up their permitting and approval 
processes which also makes new construction diffi-
cult.

Finally, the shutdowns and work from home 
phenomena caused many people to decide that they 
needed to buy new homes to get more space or a bet-
ter environment for a home office. Interestingly, some 
are borrowing to renovate open floor plans to create 
Zoom friendly home offices. Others are trying to relo-
cate to areas that give them a good work and home 
business environment.

So, what should you do? If you have property to 

sell, this is the time to go ahead and list it – don’t wait 
to repaint or repair. This is your window of opportu-
nity that won’t last. No one knows when the market 
will change, but circumstances are so unusual that a 
change is inevitable.

If you are a buyer, the situation is more chal-
lenging. The one thing to remember in real estate is 
that you cannot change the location. It is far better to 
buy land or a house in your preferred location than to 
buy what is available in an area you do not like. When 
our first child was born, we moved to a child-friendly 
neighborhood. Through the years, we have renovated 
every room in the house and also added on to our 
home. The house was far from perfect, but the neigh-

borhood was just what we wanted.
The real estate market can be difficult, but 

FOMO shouldn’t be the only reason you choose to buy 
or sell. Contact one of our local bankers or mortgage 
lenders to help discuss your options today.   

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

FOMO and real estate
By Guy Williams

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
          Cell 456-1300          Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removalTree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading

FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction
All landscape needsAll landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

FROM THE STAFF OF KENNER STAR
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Finance
First-time homebuyer? Follow 
these steps
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Is homeowner-
ship a goal of yours? It 

does offer some benefits in addition to meeting your ba-
sic need for shelter. The equity you build in your home 
can be a valuable financial asset, and you may get to de-
duct your interest payments on your taxes. But if you’re 
a first-time homebuyer, what steps should you take?

First, make sure the time is right for you in terms 
of your personal and financial situations. For example, 
are you fairly confident that your employment is stable 
and that your earnings won’t decline? Of course, exter-
nal events can also play a role in your decision. A recent 
study by Morning Consult and Edward Jones found that 
12% of respondents postponed purchasing a house dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

But if you’re ready and eager for homeownership, 
consider the following moves.

Save for a down payment. The more money you 
put down for a home, the lower your monthly payments, 
although there’s also a point at which overly large down 
payments can be financially unwise. However, if you 
can make a down payment of more than 20% of the 
purchase price, you can generally avoid having to pay 
for private mortgage insurance on top of your monthly 
payments. Also, as a first-time homebuyer, you might 
qualify for down payment assistance from your local or 
state housing authority or a nonprofit group.

Check your credit score. A higher credit score 
gives you a better chance for a lower interest rate. You 
can request a credit report from annualcreditreport.
com and you might be able to get a credit score for free 
from your bank. If you need to improve your score, you 
may want to delay your home purchase.

Learn how much you qualify for – and how 
much you should spend. Once you think you’re ready 
to begin the home-purchasing process, you may want 

to contact a few lenders to determine the size of the 
mortgage for which you qualify. Be aware, though, that 
just because you can get a mortgage of a certain amount, 
does not necessarily mean that you should. You don’t 
want to become “house poor” – that is, you don’t want 
to spend so much on your house payments that you are 
cash strapped and can’t afford to save for other goals, 
such as college for your children or a comfortable re-
tirement. You may want to establish a budget for how 
much you can readily afford to pay for your mortgage 
each month – and try sticking to it before you buy the 
house. If you have extra savings, put it toward your down 
payment.

Prepare for unexpected costs. You can plan 
for your mortgage, utilities, taxes and insurance – but 
when you own a home, you’ll always encounter unex-
pected costs. You may need to get a new furnace, repair 
your roof or face any number of other maintenance 
issues. To help prepare for these costs, try to build an 
emergency fund containing three to six months’ worth 
of living expenses, with the money kept in a liquid, low-
risk account. Without such a fund, you might be forced 
to dip into your long-term investments or take on added 
debt to pay for these unanticipated expenses.

Homeownership can be a rewarding experience – 
and the rewards will be even greater when you’ve “done 
the numbers” and prepared yourself financially.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be 
reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

292-8251
Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

New Construction • Remodeling

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

The U.S. Small Business Administration  
has completed rigorous testing and  

the Shuttered Venue Operators Grant  
application portal reopened on  

Saturday, April 24  
and will be available again on  

Monday, April 26.
Interested applicants should register  

for an account through the portal:  
https://www.svograntportal.sba.gov/s/ 

Information on the grant program  
is also available through the portal.
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IRRIGATION
Repairs, 

revamps, new 
installations

OUTDOOR 
LIGHTING,
PRESSURE 
WASHING,
LIMESTONE

SUB SURFACE
DRAINAGE,

SUB SURFACE
JETTING

GENERAL & 
ANNUAL GARDEN 

CLEAN-OUTS & 
TRIMMING

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALLNO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

352-9197
 INSURED • OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Raymond’s
Indoor & Outdoor, LLCIndoor & Outdoor, LLC

Living
Importance of long-term care 
planning
By Michelle Lovitt

All too often, the 
move to long-term care 
(LTC) is made in re-

sponse to a crisis. Planning for long-term care arrange-
ments can often take a back seat to more urgent needs 
like mortgage payments, college savings and early 
retirement. The family is caught off guard and they’re 
unprepared for this major life change.

Consider a loved one turning 65 today. They face 
nearly 70% chance of needing extended long term care 
services during their remaining years. The costs of care 
can vary depending on your location and the level of 
care needed. Without advance planning, the reality of 
covering this expense can potentially be financially dev-
astating for a family. How can seniors and their families 
do a better job of looking ahead and making the move 
less reactive and stressful?

One day of room and board in a private room in 
a nursing home can cost $283 or upwards of $8,517 a 
month. And for full-time home care with a home health 
aide who assists in the basics of self-care, an individual 
can expect to pay close to double that of a nursing home 
on a monthly basis. Neither employer-based medical in-
surance nor Medicare will pay for these extended peri-
ods of care. How does one afford long term care?

Assisted living is a step between living at home 
and living in a nursing home. It blends health moni-
toring and help with daily activities while providing 
as much independence as possible. Although assisted 
living is often paid for out-of-pocket, remember it is an  

 
investment in you or your loved one’s health, safety and 
well-being. Overall, assisted living is much more afford-
able than a nursing home.

Long-term care insurance can be a means to off-
set the financial burden when the time comes for an 
individual who needs extended care. A long-term care 
insurance policy covers everything from the basics – 
bathing and dressing – to skilled-care from therapists 
and nurses for months or even years.

The daily benefit can be used for in-home care, 
assisted living, adult daycare, respite care, hospice 
care, nursing home care, memory care for people with 
dementia and home modifications to accommodate 
disabilities. Contact several insurance providers before 
purchasing a policy and compare benefits, care options, 
coverage limits and premiums. Different policies may 
offer the same coverage and benefits but may vary 
drastically on price. Long-term care insurance has its 
pros and cons, but when you plan right, it can be exactly 
what you or your loved one needs later in life.

In closing, having a plan in place does not mean 
making a shift right away. It is about considering op-
tions and knowing what you will need. It is about plan-
ning for your own or your loved one’s future happiness 
and well-being. Plan ahead, so that you don’t find your-
self saying “I wish I’d done this sooner.”  

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care Homes, 
located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie. For more in-
formation and to schedule a personal tour of Metairie’s new-
est residential assisted living home, call 252-2640 or email 
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon Care 
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

Health

Since 1983, May 
has been observed as 
National Physical Fit-

ness and Sports month. Physical fitness is vital to a 
healthy lifestyle. During National Physical Fitness 
and Sports Month, we need to recognize the impor-
tance of integrating exercise into our daily routines 
along with recognizing the importance of living a 
more active lifestyle. Physical fitness benefits both 
the body and the mind. Regular exercise, along with 
healthy eating habits, helps prevent serious health 
problems and promotes a better lifestyle. Maintain-
ing an active lifestyle reduces the risks of serious ill-
ness such as heart disease, obesity and diabetes, as 
well as other serious health problems.

The following are some interesting statistics on 
the benefits of exercise.

Physical activities that burn 1,000 to 2,000 
calories a week lower the risk of stroke 24 percent, 
while energy expenditures of 2,000 to 3,000 calories 
cut the risk by 46 percent.

Coronary heart disease is a major cause of death 
in the United States. American Heart Association 
suggests at least 150 minutes per week of moderate 
exercise or 75 minutes per week of vigorous exercise 
(or a combination of moderate and vigorous activity). 
Thirty minutes a day, five times a week is an easy goal 
to remember.

Regular exercise decreases breast cancer risk 

by 20 percent.
Unfit men are 80 percent more likely to die of 

cancer than fit men.
By exercising regularly you’re apt to work bet-

ter, sleep better and be more alert and energetic 
than inactive individuals.

Getting our children involved in sports helps 
develop life-long lessons of wellness. Sports also 
helps develop new friendships, fosters teamwork, 
teaches discipline and how to learn to win and lose 
with respect for others. Getting our children involved 
in sports early teaches them the importance of main-
taining active lifestyles also throughout their adult 
life. Today, too many children follow an inactive life-
style with an overwhelming percentage of our youth 
being obese. This obesity leads to early onset of dia-
betes and other illnesses that will rob those children 
of a normal life. Let May be the month we start a 
healthier lifestyle for our children and ourselves.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. 
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing 
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

May is National Physical Fitness 
and Sports month 
By Craig Goodwin

Take Advantage of the Benefits of
Softwashing!Softwashing!

Before    After Before    After
Soft washing is the alternative to pressure washing. We use water-based, biodegradable 
chemicals. They emulsify dirt and grime, break down insect nests and webs, and kill mold, 
mildew, algae, and bacteria. All while sanitizing the surface we are cleaning. Soft washing uses 
one-third the water of pressure washing, lasts four to six times longer, and doesn’t erode the 
surface like pressure washing often can.

Revitalize Your Home Today!Revitalize Your Home Today!
Our Extensive List of Services Include:

• Pressure Washing   • Soft Washing   •Roof Cleaning   • Decks 
• Fences   • Pool Walkways   • Driveways   • Sidewalks 

• De-greasing   • Windows   And Much More!!

Unlike Many of Our 
Competitors, We are

Fully Licensed and Insured.

Give Us a  
Call Today!!
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METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd

M-F Lunch
Tues.- Sat Dinner

Now open
Sundays 5pm to 8pm

In 2013, Loui-
siana High School 
Athletic Association 
principals voted to 

split the association among what are deemed to 
be select and non-select schools.

The select schools are schools with select 
enrollment, drawing from multiple attendance 
zones. The preponderance of those schools are 
private and faith-based institutions.

The non-select schools are those which 
are supposed to draw only from specific atten-
dance zones, though the flawed system clearly 
has some public schools which attract students 
from multiple attendance zones.

How a few public schools manage to escape 
the select side of the equation is a bit perplexing.

How other public schools manage to get 
stuck with their private brethren is certainly 
interesting.

When principals voted to make the move, 
it was based on what was perceived to be the 
inequity of private schools attracting students 
from all over and about what was perceived to 
be the illegal recruitment of student/athletes by 
private schools.

Recruiting has and always will be a part of 
the high school athletics equation.

One clear trend of thought is that if you are 
not recruiting students to attend your school, 
you are not doing your job.

The issue lies with the recruitment of tal-

ented athletes to attend school.
Of course, if those athletes choose to at-

tend the private school, there is the matter of 
tuition and it is not, by any means, inexpensive.

Most private schools approach or exceed 
$10,000 annually for a student to attend with 
some more, some less than that figure.

If a parent and a student choose to attend 
private school, regardless of where their home 
is, all power to them. That is a personal choice, 
providing they are paying tuition.

Therein lies the rub.
Are they paying tuition and how much are 

they paying?
At the end of the debate is financial aid.
Private schools can recruit student-ath-

letes until they are blue in the face.
Will those talented athletes attend those 

private schools if they cannot afford the tuition?
In most cases, the answer is clearly no.
That is why I have frequently mentioned 

proposing putting a cap on the amount of finan-
cial aid a private school can provide, particularly 
to a talented athlete being wooed to attend that 
school.

The oldest truism about virtually any an-
swer to why things happen in business and in 
life is to “follow the money.”

For those private schools who have let 
student-athletes in for free, you are the problem.

Then again, has that really happened?
If you listen to some critics, that violation, 

while not commonplace, is not limited to one or 
two instances.

My answer to that is the simple burden of 
proof.

Allow any student-athlete in question by 
another school to make a records request to 
prove that tuition has been paid by said student.

How difficult would that be?
Tuition is paid by credit or, in some rare 

cases, by check. Personally, I do not know of any-
one who has paid or pays by cash.

Therefore, it is easy to trace who has paid 
and what has been paid.

I am all for financial aid.
Not everyone can afford to go to attractive, 

academically challenging, solid learning envi-
ronment private schools.

Of course, not everyone is equipped or pre-
pared to do so, either.

Everyone deserves an equal opportunity.
For that to occur, allowing financial aid to 

admit a student whose family cannot afford full 
tuition should most certainly be an option.

When a school recruits a prospective stu-
dent-athlete, will that person actually attend 
the school if his or her family has to pay $5,000 
or more annually?

Is there any issue with the public school 
institution coach who recruits the prospective 
student-athlete to attend his or her school?

Perhaps there is but the scrutiny is far less 
than that of private schools because there is no 
tuition for those schools.

I have been and always will be against the 
split of schools in Louisiana.

I believe it sets a bad example for young 
people, to tell them they cannot compete with 
their brethren on the other side of the fence, 
many times friends and neighbors.

When the split vote was taken, no one 
asked the student-athletes their opinions.

The LHSAA has and the young people said 
they absolutely would prefer to be united and 
compete against each other in playoff action.

Many athletic directors and coaches feel 
the same way, but some will not voice it publicly 
because their schools or school boards are pro-
ponents of the split and they fear retribution by 
expressing their thoughts publicly.

The watered-down playoffs in all sports 
have paid a price.

The state softball playoffs, which started in 
mid-April, were an interesting case study.

Thanks to the split, there are now 12 class-
es of competition in Louisiana, despite the fact 
that only 344 schools in the state compete in the 
sport.

Of those 344 schools, 23 of those chose not 
to even compete in the playoffs.

Then, there is the matter of schools with 
truly awful records qualifying for the playoffs. 
We will not choose to name institutions here as 
we have no desire to embarrass anyone.

Suffice it to say that many teams with los-
ing records qualified for the postseason.

So how did that go in the first two rounds 
of the playoffs?

Of 118 games played as of press time in 
those two rounds, 78 of those games were short-
ened due to the “mercy rule,” which includes a 
team leading by 15 runs after three innings or by 
10 runs after five innings.

Do the math. That is 66.1 percent of the 
games that were non-competitive blowouts, 
simply awful games. In some cases, outclassed 
teams that had no chance in the world to com-
pete, much less to win, had to make trips which 
cost money to various parts of the state to get 
creamed.

Softball is simply one example of this dy-
namic.

Check out basketball (boys and girls), base-
ball, football and even soccer.

Those sports have produced many of the 
same inequities.

 
Is that good for student-athletes?
Can we make a sincere effort to find com-

mon ground, to work together?
In this increasingly hostile, polarized so-

ciety, that concept seems to be fleeting, a truly 
troubling and disconcerting development.

While I will always respect and have always 
expressed that respect for all opinions and all 
sides of the equation with regard to the split, I 
will continue to bang the drum, as long as I have 
a voice and audience, to find solutions and to re-
unite our young men and women in competitive 
fashion, teaching the lesson that we can work 
together, public and private, rural and urban, 
suburban or in the city, black or white.

I will always think positively, as I was raised 
to, in an effort to bring people together, rather 
than to separate over differences or perceived 
differences.

In football terminology, it is time to sack 
the split.  

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief 
executive officer of CrescentCitySports.com 
and as sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. 
Trahan hosts sports talk shows nightly as well 
as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Fri-
day nights during the football season and “The 
Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels Satur-
day mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Tra-
han is the general manager of the Saints Hall 
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Super-
dome and does morning sports for all four Cu-
mulus radio stations in the New Orleans area. 
Trahan serves as the president of Joyful Noise 
Ministries, works with Life Resources Minis-
tries and is president and emcee of the Greater 
New Orleans Quarterback Club.

High school softball playoffs again reveal major flaws in split
By Ken Trahan 

Submit an anonymous tip directly to 
the Kenner Police Department about 
Criminal / Drug Activity, a Wanted 
Subject, or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.comGo to www.kennerpd.com
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Law

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers  

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger  

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger  
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger  
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining  
Available!
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otive

Family Owned and Opera
ted

Expect th
e Best!

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, 
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

“Where Customers Send Their Friends”

• Domestic & Imports

•  Computer Controlled 
Transmissions

•  Custom Built Automatics

•  Front Wheel Drive

•  Band and Linkage 
Adjustments

•  Overhauls and Rebuilt Units

•  Leaks Repaired-Sealed, Etc.

•  Shift Kits Installed

AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION /

 DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive  • Kenner

~ Same Ownership For 45 Years ~

Ask About Our Written Warranty

Everyone has 
heard the phrase, 

“A picture is worth a thousand words,” and this is 
especially true when it comes to documenting and 
preserving the evidence at the scene of an accident. 
Accidents happen fast, and often cause intense physi-
cal and psychological symptoms immediately. Many 
things are going through your head and there are 
many conversations to be had at the scene as people 
arrive to talk to you, to comfort you, to assess your in-
juries and to investigate what happened; an accident 
scene can become chaotic very quickly. Therefore, it is 
understandable that many people do not think to take 
pictures at the scene of an accident. However, now 
that almost everyone has a smartphone, and with the 
constant improvements of their camera capabilities, it 
is easier than ever to collect useful photographic evi-
dence of the aftermath of an auto accident.

Photographs preserve the evidence and may be 
vital to the outcome of your case. The photos will come 
in handy when you and the other driver deal with your 
respective insurance companies, and pictures of the 
accident scene, damages and visible injuries will also 
be valuable assets if a personal injury claim or lawsuit 
is filed as a result of the accident. The photos provide 
a way to substantiate the damages, the severity of the 
impact and to document the injuries.

When taking the photographs, take as many as 
you can. If your camera has a date and time stamp 
function, use it. If it is safe to exit the vehicle, and 
before the vehicles are moved, you want to try to 
capture the location of the accident, any nearby road 
signs and traffic controls, driving conditions at the 
time, positions of the vehicles, collision points, dam-
ages both inside and outside of the vehicle and iden-

tifying features of the vehicles such as license plate 
and VIN. Take both close-up and wide-angle shots of 
the vehicles so that the full scene and extent of the 
damages can be shown. It is also best to take pictures 
of the other driver’s information such as insurance 
card and driver’s license rather than simply writing 
it down in order to prevent any errors. Lastly, take 
photographs of any visible injuries such as cuts and 
bruises as these will eventually heal over time. Again, 
especially if using your smartphone, take as many 
photos as you can. Also, if it is safe to do so, it may 
be advantageous to take a short video while walking 
around the vehicles and the general scene of the acci-
dent. Pictures and videos like these can help refresh 
your memory down the road when you are speaking 
to the insurance company or testifying in a deposition 
or in a court proceeding.

Above all, please put your safety and the safety 
of others first following an accident. Do not put 
yourself in harm’s way just to capture a photo of the 
scene. Also, before doing anything, make sure to call 
the police and assess any injuries that you or others 
may have sustained. If immediate medical attention is 
needed, that must be your priority.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should 
not be construed to constitute legal advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attor-
ney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., located at 
1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle 
accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic viola-
tions are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can be 
reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

The importance of taking photos at 
the scene of an accident
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

AdvertiseAdvertise  
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Health
Give your family

Peace of mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

Addressing stroke myths – don’t 
get fooled
By Robin Davis, M.D. 

Many people 
have misconceptions 

around stroke and think they can only happen to old-
er adults, the effects can never be reversed or there 
is nothing that can be done to prevent them. It’s 
important to address what is fact and fiction when 
it comes to brain health. Since May is Stroke Aware-
ness Month, now is the perfect time to talk about it.

Let’s face it – strokes are scary. They are the 
fifth leading cause of death in the United States and 
cause disability in about two-thirds of survivors. Don’t 
let that scare you away from understanding the symp-
toms and how to prevent them.
Myth: Strokes only happen to the elderly.

A stroke can happen at any age. A quarter of 
strokes occur in people younger than 65 and as many 
as 10% of stroke patients are under the age of 45.
Myth: Strokes and heart attacks are the same 
thing.

Strokes are often mentioned alongside heart at-
tacks because both are vascular diseases – diseases 
that affect the heart or the blood vessels. While heart 
attacks affect the blood vessels in the heart, strokes 
affect the blood vessels in the neck or brain.
Myth: I don’t have a headache, so it’s not a stroke.

Most strokes are not signaled by headache. 
That said, some types of strokes may be accompanied 
by the worst headache of a patient’s life. Other symp-
toms to watch for include sudden numbness or weak-
ness in the face, arm or leg (especially on the same 
side of the body), sudden confusion or trouble speak-
ing, sudden difficulty seeing, sudden trouble walking, 
dizziness, loss of balance or a change in coordination.

Anyone who has signs or symptoms of stroke 
should seek immediate medical attention in the 
emergency department. Early treatment is critical 
and can reduce the brain damage that may result 
from a stroke.
Myth: Doctors can reverse a stroke as long as you 
get to the hospital within four hours.

About 85% of strokes are ischemic, meaning 
they’re caused by a blood clot blocking a blood ves-
sel to the brain. These strokes can be treated with a 
drug called tissue plasminogen activator (tPA), but it 

must be administered within a few hours of the onset 
of a stroke.

Some strokes can now be treated up to 24 hours 
with special procedures to remove stroke-causing 
blood clots from the brain. A rapid response time 
is key. The longer stroke symptoms persist, the less 
likely it is to recover from them.

If you think you may be having a stroke – don’t 
wait! Call 9-1-1! Strokes are a true medical emergency. 
Paramedics will begin a stroke alert before you even 
arrive to the hospital. This allows the emergency 
room to rapidly and efficiently evaluate a patient and 
provide treatment. For some patients, waiting too 
long may make the difference between recovery from 
stroke and permanent disability or death.
Myth: There’s not much you can do to prevent a 
stroke

Not true. It’s estimated that up to 80% of strokes 
can be prevented according to the National Stroke 
Association. If you smoke, start by quitting. Then 
focus on keeping your cholesterol, blood pressure 
and diabetes in check with regular screenings and 
medication if your doctor prescribes it. And – strive 
to eat a heart-healthy diet, get regular exercise and 
maintain a healthy weight.

And always feel empowered to speak to your 
physician if you are concerned about your risk of 
stroke.  

Dr. Robin Davis, a native of South Louisiana, 
earned her medical degree from Louisiana State 
University School of Medicine in Shreveport in 
2011 after receiving her B.S. in neuroscience cum 
laude from Washington and Lee University in 2007. 
Dr. Davis completed her neurology residency, and 
served as chief resident at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, where she also completed 
an epilepsy fellowship Dr. Davis is board certified 
by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurol-
ogy and is a member of the American Academy of 
Neurology and the American Epilepsy Society. To 
schedule an appointment with Dr. Davis at Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner, call 443-9500 or schedule 
online at www.ochsner.org.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

468-9125

Advertise  
in the
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Entertainment

19,40519,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER 
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE  

KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!
    WANT TO REACH  WANT TO REACH  

THOSE THOSE PEOPLE?PEOPLE?
  Call us to advertise! Call us to advertise! 468-468-91259125

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food 
with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions 
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe 
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
Crazy PotatoesCrazy Potatoes 
By foodieforone.com

Perhaps you remember the “Crazy Potatoes” 
served alongside the tender, juicy steaks at 
Crazy Johnnie’s in Fat City back in the 90s?

We do. And we’ve recreated the tasty side for our steak nights 
at home.

Gustavo prepares a peppy seasoning mix that we think is 
key to these crazy good mashed potatoes. (But be sure to leave a few chunks.)

INGREDIENTS
1-pound potatoes; 1/2 stick unsalted butter; 1 head of garlic; 2/3 teaspoon kosher salt; 1 1/2 
teaspoons olive oil; 2 sprigs fresh Oregano

DIRECTIONS
Wash potatoes and cut, with skin on, into 1/2-inch chunks then boil in slightly salted water until very 
tender.

While potatoes are boiling, peel garlic and remove oregano leaves from stems. Mix together and top 
with salt and oil and chop until fi nely minced. We also like to use the side of a big knife to smash this 
mixture even more. This will create almost a paste-like texture.
Place this garlic mixture and half stick of butter into a pan on medium low heat for 5 minutes. Once 
potatoes are very tender, drain and mix with the hot garlic butter mixture, smashing all together. 
Serve and enjoy.

While potatoes are boiling, peel garlic and remove oregano leaves from stems. Mix together and top 
with salt and oil and chop until fi nely minced. We also like to use the side of a big knife to smash this 
mixture even more. This will create almost a paste-like texture.
Place this garlic mixture and half stick of butter into a pan on medium low heat for 5 minutes. Once 
potatoes are very tender, drain and mix with the hot garlic butter mixture, smashing all together. 
Serve and enjoy.

While potatoes are boiling, peel garlic and remove oregano leaves from stems. Mix together and top While potatoes are boiling, peel garlic and remove oregano leaves from stems. Mix together and top 
with salt and oil and chop until fi nely minced. We also like to use the side of a big knife to smash this with salt and oil and chop until fi nely minced. We also like to use the side of a big knife to smash this 
mixture even more. This will create almost a paste-like texture.mixture even more. This will create almost a paste-like texture.
Place this garlic mixture and half stick of butter into a pan on medium low heat for 5 minutes. Once Place this garlic mixture and half stick of butter into a pan on medium low heat for 5 minutes. Once 
potatoes are very tender, drain and mix with the hot garlic butter mixture, smashing all together. potatoes are very tender, drain and mix with the hot garlic butter mixture, smashing all together. 
Serve and enjoy.Serve and enjoy.

Suite 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W.

$345,000
45 Osborne Avenue • Kenner

SOLDSOLD

$299,000
406 Genet Drive, Arabi

FOR SALEFOR SALE

$199,900
8602 Palmetto Street • New Orleans

SALE PENDINGSALE PENDING

$214,900
3576 Tulane Ave., Kenner

SALE PENDINGSALE PENDING

$289,900
2020 Connecticut Ave., Kenner

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

May will be memorable at 
Treasure Chest Casino
By Rodney Miller 

How awesome 
is the merry, merry 

month of May? It’s the month where even Mother 
Nature agrees that it’s springtime. We get Memo-
rial Day which, while many do get to enjoy a day off 
(Not us, of course. We’re here for you to enjoy your 
day off), is a time where we all reflect upon and 
remember those who gave their lives in defense of 
this country. The flowers are in full bloom. In fact, 
I think you’d be hard pressed to find someone who 
doesn’t at least respect May, even if they don’t 
agree that it’s awesome. We can all agree on May. 
And this May, I think you’ll agree that Treasure 
Chest Casino is the place to be!

First, how about a jackpot update? It may be 
spring, but we’re seeing lots of jackpots “fall,” won 
by players like you. Just a few highlights include 
$11,575.87 won on Ultra Hot Mega Link; $13,397.30 
won on Fu Dai Lian Lian; $15,250.35 won on Light-
ning Link; and $10,426 won on Dragon Link! And 
that’s just a few of the big jackpots that have hit 
recently. And if you’re ever looking for your favor-
ite slots, check out our slot search on our website 
at treasurechest.com! We’re always adding and 
switching out to the latest and greatest themes!

More and more people are getting vaccinat-
ed for COVID-19, which is good news, but we’re 
remaining vigilant in our Boyd Clean efforts! A 
cleaner and safer gaming experience has always 
been a big part of who we are, and we’re keeping 
at it. Social distancing is still a good idea and rest 
assured, our seating arrangements throughout our 
facilities make it as easy for you as possible. We 
haven’t dropped our increased number of hand 
sanitizer stations, either. No matter how you feel 
about the pandemic, we have the extra stations so 
why not make them available to you, am I right? 
We were already pretty darn good about frequently 
cleaning our machines and all high-touch surfaces, 
but we’ve really gone above and beyond. We’re not 
messing around. Need a mask? Complimentary 
face coverings are still available to you. You don’t 

even have to ask. If you want one, just take it. To 
learn more about our Boyd Clean initiatives, visit 
Treasurechest.com/boyd-clean.

Missing that delicious Treasure Chest cui-
sine? Café Pontchartrain is still the place for you! 
We know that with everything going on, it’s difficult 
to pin down just when places are open, so for your 
convenience, I’d like to reiterate our café and ca-
sino hours here.

CASINO HOURS
Sunday – Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.
Friday & Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 a.m.

TABLE GAMES
Monday & Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday: Noon – 2:00 a.m.
Friday & Saturday: Noon – 5:00 a.m.

CAFE PONTCHARTRAIN HOURS
Monday & Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Wednesday & Thursday: 11:00 a.m. – midnight
Friday & Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 a.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Keep an eye out in the mail for great events 
and promos happening this month as well! Thanks 
for making Treasure Chest your kind of place and, 
as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or 
older to enter the casino and become a B Con-
nected member. Membership is free and rules and 
restrictions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is lo-
cated at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on 
Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.
treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

FROM THE STAFF OF KENNER STAR
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COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Boutique Air launches flights to New Orleans    
Boutique Air began flight operations from 

Greenville, Mississippi via Greenville Mid-Delta 
Regional Airport to Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport on Thursday, April 22, 2021. 
The new route will offer one daily round-trip on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays.

Greenville Mayor Erick Simmons announced 
this new service for residents as “We have diligently 
worked with Boutique Air to launch this service to 
New Orleans. We believe this is the right route at the 
right time for our citizens in the Mississippi Delta. 
Additionally, we believe it will provide a continued 
pathway to help us with our economic development 

needs.”
Sam Washington, the Greenville Airport Man-

ager said, “I am very pleased that Boutique Air has 
chosen to begin limited service from Greenville to 
New Orleans. This is a route that I have requested to 
add since early in my tenure as airport director and 
I am grateful that Boutique Air was willing to work 
with the city of Greenville to make this a reality for 
the citizens of the Mississippi Delta.”

Brian Kondrad, Boutique Air Vice President 
of Business Operations added, “We are very proud 
to offer New Orleans to our Greenville passengers. 
Whether it’s for business or pleasure, we’re happy to 

provide dedicated service to this exciting new des-
tination.” Boutique Air is a full codeshare partner 
with United Airlines and has an interline agreement 
with American Airlines.

“Passengers booking through United Airlines 

and American Airlines will enjoy seamless connec-
tions and baggage transfers when booking on either 
website of United Airlines or American Airlines,” 
said Kondrad.

“We are pleased to welcome our newest airline, 
Boutique Air, to New Orleans,” said Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport Director of Avia-
tion Kevin Dolliole. “Greenville is our first nonstop 
destination in Mississippi, and we look forward to 
connecting the rich history of each of our regions.”

Fares will start at $79 per person. For the cur-
rent schedule and to book directly with Boutique Air 
go to www.boutiqueair.com.  

Silver Airways to launch service from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport    
Silver Airways, America’s leading independent 

regional airline, announced on April 6, 2021, a new 
safe, reliable and customer-focused service with 
nonstop twice weekly flights from New Orleans to 
Jacksonville, Florida.

In addition to nonstop service between New 
Orleans, Louisiana and north Florida, this new route 
will also provide convenient and seamless connec-
tions to Silver’s extensive network throughout the 
Sunshine State, the Bahamas, the Caribbean and 
destinations domestically and worldwide through 
Silver’s codeshare and interline ticketing partners. 
Silver serves more intra-Florida destinations than 

any other air carrier.
“We are pleased to welcome Silver Airways to 

New Orleans with nonstop service to Jacksonville,” 
said Kevin Dolliole, Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport Director of Aviation. “We con-
tinue to work to provide more opportunities to con-
nect New Orleans to the rest of the country and vice 
versa. This is just the beginning of what we hope will 
be a great partnership.”

“We are very excited to serve New Orleans, Loui-
siana and the surrounding Gulf Coast communities,” 
said Steve Rossum, Silver Airways Chief Executive 
Officer. “New Orleans is a vibrant city with a unique 

culture known for its lively music scene, distinct 
cuisine and Southern charm. Steeped in history 
with deep roots in African, French and Spanish cul-
tures, the city of New Orleans delivers a charming 
experience with scenic parks and outdoor activities, 

countless museums and historical sites showcasing 
its incredible architecture,” added Rossum. “We are 
delighted to arrive in the Big Easy and look forward 
to providing safe, reliable and friendly service to the 
community here.”

To celebrate the new nonstop service, Silver 
is offering fares from $79 available at silverairways.
com for a limited time for travel from June 3 through 
July 11, 2021.

For complete details, reservations and to re-
ceive email updates on Silver’s special offers, visit 
silverairways.com.  

DONATE TO THE  
KENNER FOOD BANK

468-7220

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h
Offender Watch

                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Government
Vacations away from crowds    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 

is advising against non-essential travel, as the 
pandemic continues to spread. If you are still 
planning a trip in the next several months, it is 
important to follow the CDC’s safe travel guide-
lines on the road and at your destination, includ-
ing maintaining distance from people not in your 
household. These vacation ideas will allow you to 
do just that.

Rent a mountain cabin. With their mix of 
comfy isolation and soothing woodsy views, cab-
ins are a popular pandemic travel option. Areas 
near lakes and rivers are particularly popular. 
Before renting a cabin online, read the reviews 
and consider rentals managed by a property 
management company, which is more likely to 
aid if something goes wrong.

Hit the beach. Cheaper prices are a big in-
centive for taking an off-season beach trip. You’ll 
probably save about 30 to 40 percent off summer 
pricing.

Rent an RV. The pandemic has fueled a 
boom in RV sales and rentals. Before you rent, 
ask what is included – from camping gear to lin-
ens – and make sure you receive basic training 
on tasks such as managing the waste and water 
tanks. They should provide a walk-through about 
how to operate the rig.

Relax at a hotel. Lounging in a hotel bath-
robe while ordering room service is not a bad way 
to spend your vacation time. Hotels are unlikely 
to be packed with people and most have imple-
mented COVID measures that go far beyond dis-
infecting surfaces.

Visit a State or National state park. It can 
be surprisingly beautiful to visit America’s parks 

during the cooler months. You will not only find 
fewer cars and crowds, but your experience of 
a park will be different than in summer. If you 
visit a park in a colder part of the country, make 
sure that campgrounds, lodges, hotels, roads and 
entrances remain open for winter. Ask about fun 
cold-weather amenities such as fire pits.

If you plan to visit Central, South America 
or Caribbean destinations it is highly suggested 
to check with a local travel agency and/or respec-
tive consulates for information on travel require-
ments and safety.

Before you go, when considering travel dur-
ing the pandemic, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) suggests asking whether 
COVID-19 is spreading in the community or the 
area you are visiting. If so, you may have a higher 
chance of becoming infected or infecting others. 
If you or a loved one has an underlying condition 
that might increase the risk for complications 
from the disease. Find out whether the destina-
tion requires that visitors quarantine themselves 
for 14 days upon arrival or has any other relevant 
restrictions.

The CDC also notes that “staying home is 
the best way to protect yourself and others from 
COVID-19. For more information on the CDC 
visit www.cdc.gov. Information is available in 
Spanish.
Community announcements

May 5 – Cinco de Mayo is an annual cel-
ebration held on May 5 to commemorate the 
Mexican Army’s difficult victory over the French 
Empire at the Battle of Puebla in 1862, under 
the leadership of General Ignacio Zaragoza. In 
the United States, Cinco de Mayo has taken on 
a significance beyond that in Mexico. In the 
U.S., the date has become associated with the 
celebration of Mexican American culture. In 
Mexico, the commemoration of the battle con-
tinues to be mostly ceremonial with military pa-
rades. In our local areas, many establishments 

are celebrating under COVID-19 guidelines. For 
information call 464-4619.

COVID-19 vaccination – For information 
about who is eligible a Spanish information web 
page can be found at https://idh.la.gov/index.
cfm/page/4137. Names of pharmacies giving vac-
cines can be found at https://idh.la.gov/convid-
vaccine-locations. Community vaccine events 
can be found at https://idh.la.gov/index.cfm/
calendar/category/40.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and 
offers various programs as well as access to in-
formation and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV 
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information 
and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us 
and click on the Kenner TV Kenner City web-
page – For information about city resources and 
information in Spanish go to www.kenner.la.us, 
scroll down and click on Información en Español 
(information in Spanish).

I leave you with this thought. “Go safe, move 
safe, stay safe, leave safe and then back safe.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Di-
versity Coordinator, public relations officer 
for Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diver-
sity Coordinator, public relations officer for the 
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board 
of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Cor-
respondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

OUR KENNER FOODBANK
NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Due to the high demand the  

City of Kenner Food Bank is in need  
of dry goods, such as cereal, pasta,  

beans, kid’s snacks and canned tuna.
Donations of food or cash can be delivered  

to the Kenner Food Bank at 317 Oxley Street in Kenner’s 
Rivertown on Mondays and Wednesdays. Checks can be 

mailed to 317 Oxley Street, Kenner, 70062.

The food bank will be open on Mondays from 9:00 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. and on Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m.

For more information, 
contact the Kenner Food Bank at 468-7220
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
CLANCY MAGGIORE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS
The U.S. Department of Education recognized John Clancy/
Joseph Maggiore Elementary School for the Arts as a 2016 
National Blue Ribbon School. As one of two arts integrated 
schools in the Jefferson Parish Schools, students at Clancy-
Maggiore Elementary receive music, visual art, and dance 
classes at every grade level. An understanding and appreciation 
for the fine arts is integrated into the school’s curriculum, creating 
a unique combination of artistic expression and instruction.

The mission at Clancy-Maggiore Elementary is to engage students in an arts integrated curriculum to advance 
academic success, critical thinking, and creativity. Arts in education foster a sense of community among 
students. Creative peer interaction within the arts teaches students personal passion and determination. 
The arts also foster healthy lifestyles through exposure to various mediums of expression, communication 
and exercise. When students create art or perform, they employ critical thinking and collaboration skills to 
be successful. We aim to develop these critical-thinking skills as well as social skills and confidence, while 
nurturing their creativity, sensitivity and unique potential. It is important in education to teach students through 
positive experiences. With a diverse population of 600 pre-kindergarten through fifth graders, students are 
empowered to excel by our school motto of Work Hard/Get SMART.

Danesha Dorsey is the principal of Clancy-Maggiore Elementary 
School for the Arts. The school is represented in District VII by 
Jefferson Parish School Board member Billy North. It is located 
at 2100 Maine Avenue in Kenner. For more information about 
Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, call 504-469-3664 or visit 
jpschools.org/clancymaggiore. You can also follow the school on 
Twitter at @ClancyEagles.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary, 

Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE BROKERS, LLCABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE BROKERS, LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE SALES & LEASING

CONSTRUCTION AND TENANT BUILD OUTCONSTRUCTION AND TENANT BUILD OUT

SID BULLARD, SID BULLARD, BrokerBroker
Sidney BullardSidney Bullard,  ,  AgentAgent
512-5664512-5664 Cell Cell
305-0023305-0023 Offi ce Offi ce
sidbullard@aol.comsidbullard@aol.com

SID BULLARD, Broker
Sidney Bullard,  Agent
512-5664 Cell
305-0023 Offi ce
sidbullard@aol.com

the overall vision and the concept plans and are 
open through May 17. To see public participation 
and to take the surveys, go to the website, https://
tsw.mysocialpinpoint.com/kenner-rivertown-
esplanade-mall-revitalization-plan#/sidebar/tab/
how_to_participate. Click on the ‘Get Started Now’ 
orange box in the pop-up menu and the updated in-
teractive map will be exposed.

To participate in surveys, click on either the 
Rivertown-Draft Concept Plan or Esplanade Mall-
Draft Concept Plan sidebars on the left side of the 
page. Participation surveys will appear but you can 
also leave your feedback through comments directly 
on the map or by clicking different icons on the map 
and starting a discussion. All instructions are also 
included on the website with the map.

The consultants will use this feedback to re-
vise the concept plans and create an implementa-
tion plan that will be presented at a public meeting 
on June 22 at 6:00 p.m.

The plan will be presented to the City Council 
on Aug. 5. immediate repairs and ongoing preven-
tative maintenance and improvements as they are 
needed. This millage, along with a water bill month-
ly user fee of $4.35 per thousand gallons used, funds 
sewer services.

Based on a Kenner home assessed at $250,000, 
the fire protection millage renewal would cost 
$129.50 per year, the garbage millage renewal 
would be $28.18 a year and the sewer millage would 
amount to $19.95 per year.

Early voting is from April 10 to April 17, excluding 
Sunday, April 11, 2021. The polls open at 7:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 24, and close at 8:00 p.m.  

Revitalization 
 from page 1

around Lake Charles, causing a total of $19 billion in 
damage. Just six weeks later, Hurricane Delta landed 
just 12 miles east of Laura, causing an additional $3 
billion in damage.

After making landfall on Oct. 28, Hurri-
cane Zeta, just shy of Category 3 strength, 
marked the first time in 50 years that 
the eye of a hurricane passed over New 
Orleans. Hurricane Betsy, in 1965, was 
the last storm to track directly over 
the city. Trees and power lines were 
downed and virtually all power in the 
city was out for five days. Fortu-
nately, there were no reported 
injuries.

In addition to being the most active hurricane 
season ever, 2020 was the fifth costliest season and 
marked the fifth consecutive “above average” season 
for storms.

The forecast for this season, released recently 
by Colorado State University, calls for another above-
average season with 17 named storms, eight hurri-
canes and four major hurricanes.

One uncertain issue is whether there will be 
an El Niño or La Niña weather pattern. El Niño usu-
ally means that Pacific Ocean temperatures remain 
closer to average and the Caribbean and tropical At-
lantic experience more wind shear that can tear apart 
tropical development.

During La Niña pat-
terns, wind shear becomes 

less prevalent in the atmosphere over the 
Atlantic. When there is less wind shear in 
the atmosphere, storms can develop more 
easily. So, La Niña could lead to increased 
tropical activity in the Atlantic.

A La Niña pattern developed last 
summer, and some experts say there are in-

dications the same could be true this season. 
If that occurs, the prediction for 17 named storms 

could be low.
Because storm activity is becoming more com-

mon before the June 1 start of the season, the Na-
tional Hurricane Center will begin to issue its own 
Tropical Weather Outlooks beginning on May 15, two 
weeks earlier, starting this season.

No matter what this hurricane season brings, 
now is the time to complete storm preparations for 
your home or business.  

Hurricane season 
 from page 1
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HURRICANE EMERGENCY  
PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST

THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
EMERGENCY READINESS KITEMERGENCY READINESS KIT

Flashlight & extra batteries • Bottled water • First aid kit & 
prescription medication • Evacuation route maps 

• Canned food & a non-electric can opener • Special items for  
infants, elderly or disabled family members • Utility knife,  

shut off wrench & pliers • Access to battery powdered radio  
• Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses • Personal items • Pet food 
• Clothing & bedding • Car keys & keys to the place you may be 

going • Important papers including ID,  
Social Security cards, insurance policies, birth & marriage 

certificates, wills, deeds & copies of recent tax returns
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Bar Bar && � i�  � i� 

Daiquiri Run on 61Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472266-2472•• 4337 Airline Drive  4337 Airline Drive •• Metairie Metairie

burgers, wingsburgers, wings
poboys & morepoboys & more

Dining Room Open!Dining Room Open!
-- Food Delivery --

Uber Eats •  DoorDash •  Waitr

Best Burgers in Town!Best Burgers in Town!

Sunday Gallon  Sunday Gallon  

SpecialsSpecials  $$2020
Not valid holidays or special events

MONDAY, TUESDAY MONDAY, TUESDAY 

& WEDNESDAY& WEDNESDAY

 $ $ 6 LARGE  DAIQUIRIS6 LARGE  DAIQUIRIS

Dine In & � ive � ru Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS AND FULL 

MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

DAIQUIRI RUN ON 61

Call orders in & pick up at 

our drive up window

implemented in the facility and sanitation clean-
ing was significantly ramped up. “Visitors em-
braced the new rules and contributed to smooth 
operations over the past five months,” said Glo-
rioso.

During that time, however, the Space Sci-
ence Complex remained closed, as the city contin-
ued to follow state guidelines regarding visitors to 
interactive exhibits. “As vaccines become more 
readily available and as infection rates continued 
to drop, Rivertown is once again ready to give 
people their space,” said Glorioso.

The Rivertown Space Science Complex is 
scheduled to re-open to the general public visi-
tors as well as to school and camp groups begin-
ning on June 1, 2021. Masks and social distancing 
will be enforced, and advanced cleaning will oc-
cur before, during and after all visits. Electrostat-

ic sprayers and hand sanitizing dispensers will 
be utilized as well, to promote a safe and healthy 
environment for all.

“It is exciting to be able to open up more at-
tractions and to get closer and closer to what our 
city was like before the pandemic arrived more 
than a year ago,” Kenner Mayor Zahn said. “This 
is a great attraction for every member of the fam-
ily and we urge everyone to visit beginning on 
June 1.”

The city of Kenner is excited to welcome 
back visitors to the Rivertown museum complex 
and encourage residents of all ages to come 
‘space out’ with us soon,” said Glorioso.

General public visitors are welcomed on Sat-
urdays only from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Schools 
and camp groups may book an appointment on 
Tuesday through Friday. To view show schedules, 
visit www.kenner.la.us and click on the tab for 

“Rivertown.” For more information, call 468-7231 
or email Glorioso at hglorioso@kenner.la.us.  

Rivertown’s Museum Complex 
 from page 1
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licensed arborist, sister Patricia, who joined the 
company after college graduation. The company 
provides tree trimming, tree removal, shaping 
and trimming of hedges, stump grinding, dirt 
spreading and sod placement. In addition to 
these services, they jointly work with JOGA De-
velopment, a Kenner-based company with an 
Historic District Landmarks Commission special-
ist on staff to provide fencing, construction and 
landscaping services.

James says the toughest most demanding 
job in their business is the removal of trees that 
are decades old. “You wouldn’t want to turn that 
assignment over to someone who is participating 
in their first rodeo,” James says. “Trees with dy-
ing or dead branches can be particularly tricky 
and it is important to hire an experienced com-
pany that understands the difficulty and danger 
in removing these trees. I’m happy to say our 
company approaches tree removals with profes-
sionalism, caution and with safety first.”

The majority of McKenzie Tree Enterprises’ 
work is located in Kenner, on the East Bank of 
Jefferson Parish and in Uptown New Orleans. 

“We work all over the metro area,” said Patricia. 
“Many of the families that hired my dad in the 
1990s still retain us and second and third genera-

tions of those families in many cases have also 
become our clients. Hoping to serve many more 
clients as the years go by, we like them to meet 
and get to know the third generation of our fam-
ily working to continue in this family-owned busi-
ness.”

All of the McKenzies now live in Kenner and 
are proud of it. “This is a great, caring city,” John, 
Jr. says. “Part of what makes Kenner so excep-
tional is the sheer competence of the people who 
work at city hall, in the police department and 
fire department. Good people in public service 
are what makes a city great.”

“Our company has served the community 
by working to clean up after ‘too many storms to 
count’ over our 30 years in business,” said John, Jr. 

“As hurricane season approaches, we would like to 
remind people to safeguard their homes by having 
trees trimmed that could potentially cause gutter, 
roof or other serious damage. Please do not wait 
until the last minute to get your home hurricane 
safe from potential tree damage.”

The McKenzies run a “giving back” busi-
ness. “We are a proud military family so we offer 
discounts to active military,” said James.

“We like to give back so we also extend cus-
tomer discounts for veterans, policeman, fire-
man, senior citizens and repeat customers,” said 
Patricia.  

McKenzie Tree Service
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Citizen Service  
Request System

NOW ONLINE! 
Residents who wish to make service requests -  

for a wide variety of issues related to city departments -  
can now use QAlert, a web-based software application  
that makes it possible for the city of Kenner to track,  

manage and resolve each request and then enter  
information on the site that allows residents to follow  

up through QAlert on the status of their request.

 Go to  
https://kennerla.qscend.com/311  

to go to the QAlert website.



23         KENNER STHR  H  MAY 2021 

Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

Millage 
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OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

facilities. Kenner voters approved the fire millage by 
80% with 2,898 of 3,628 voters in favor.

A garbage millage renewal of 1.61 mills passed by 
75% with 2,721 of 3,615 approving. The garbage renewal 
will continue to pay for trash collection and waste re-
moval from the city’s residences and businesses, landfill 
fees, as well as services and maintenance provided at 
the city’s woody waste drop off and recyclable transfer 
station. City officials say all trash pickup vehicles and 
drivers will be constantly monitored to ensure the entire 
process is timely and efficient.

A sewer millage renewal of 1.14 mills also faced 

Kenner residents. This renewal continues funding the 
safe and efficient operation of the sewerage treatment 
plant day-to-day, which handles 1.4 billion gallons of sew-
erage every year. Also, the millage will provide funding 
for responsive maintenance for immediate repairs and 
ongoing preventive maintenance as well as necessary 
improvements to the city’s aging system. Of 3,594 voters, 
2,750 approved the sewer renewal by 77%.

These renewals will take effect at the beginning of 
2022 and will be in place for ten years.  

health disorder, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), with 
most mental health conditions beginning by age 
14. Suicide is the third-leading cause of death 
for children ages 12 to 17, making treatment at 
this age critically important. While the demand 
for care is significant, there are far fewer inpa-
tient beds available statewide than adolescent 
patients seeking care. 

Treatment in the adolescent program may 
include basic medical care along with indi-
vidual, family and group therapy sessions. Typi-
cal length of stay in the unit is seven to 10 days, 
though this will vary depending on each adoles-
cent’s specific concerns and goals. Before com-
pleting the program, the care team will provide 
each young person and their family with after-
care planning that defines the next steps in the 
healing process.

In 2018, Ochsner Health partnered with 
Acadia Healthcare, a national leader in behav-
ioral healthcare services, to open River Place 
Behavioral Health, an 82-bed inpatient facility 
in LaPlace. Through the joint venture, Acadia 
manages the hospital while Ochsner psychia-
trists and providers deliver much needed inpa-
tient behavioral health services to adults and 
adolescents.

“Ochsner is proud to continue partnering 
with Acadia Healthcare to provide care for ado-
lescents in our region,” said Stephen Robinson, 
CEO, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and the 
River Region. “We understand how important it 
is for children and teens to receive age-specific 
behavioral health treatment, and the physicians 
and staff of River Place are committed to work-

ing closely with parents and guardians to ensure 
they are thoroughly involved in their child’s 
care.”

River Place Behavioral Health is tailored 
to meet the diverse needs of its patients. It of-
fers outdoor areas for recreation – including 
an outdoor basketball court for the adolescent 
unit. Patients also have access to a group room 
with a foosball table and a private dining/multi-
purpose room decorated with local and regional 
photography and artwork. All units have been 
designed to provide a peaceful and calming en-
vironment. Low stimulus rooms are available, as 
well as those designed for activity.

The unit will be staffed by nine physicians 
on staff, 14 nurse practitioners and physician 
assistant, and several support staff. Once fully 
staffed, the unit will add 40 positions to the fa-
cility.

River Place Behavioral Health Hospital is 
located at 500 Rue de Sante in LaPlace, Louisi-
ana. For more information visit www.riverpla-
cebh.com.  

River Place Behavioral Health 
 from page 1
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“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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CASINO HOURS
Sunday - Thursday  •  8:00am - 2:00am 
Friday & Saturday  •  8:00am - 5:00am

We are working hard to  
ensure your comfort 

and safety.

Visit Treasurechest.com/boyd-clean to learn more  

about our health and safety initiatives.

Social Distancing

Hand Sanitizer 
Stations Available

Frequent 
Machine Cleaning

Complimentary 
Face Covering

W I N N E R S

A FEW OF OUR MANY...
$11,575.87

won on 

$13,397.30
won on 

$15,250.35
won on 

$10,426.00
won on 

Hot New Slots!
Exclusive to 

Treasure Chest!

TABLE GAMES OPEN 
Monday & Tuesday  •  4:00pm - 2:00am 

Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday  •  Noon - 2:00am 
Friday & Saturday  •  Noon - 5:00am


