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Kenner voters will face three millage renewals in April
On April 24, 2021, voters in Kenner will decide 

on renewals of three existing millages that provide 
funding for three critical services – fire protection, 
garbage and sewer.

These are not new millages. The three have al-
ready been in place for the past 10 years.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn is urging voters to edu-
cate themselves about these millages.

“These existing taxes provide critical services for 
Kenner,” Mayor Zahn said. “I would urge everyone to 
vote on April 24.”

Fire protection services millage renewal – 7.4 mills
The renewal of 7.4 mills for fire protection would 

continue to provide funding for vital fire protection 
services for the city of Kenner.

For the first time in the city’s history, Kenner 
has achieved a Class 1 Fire Rating, which qualifies 
both homeowners and business owners for insurance 
discounts. Kenner is one of only 13 municipalities in 
the state to reach this prestigious ranking.

Kenner currently has 102 firefighters stationed 
in six firehouses protecting nearly 70,000 citizens and 
businesses. Last year, Kenner firefighters responded 
to 179 fire emergencies, 882 rescues and EMS calls for 

180 W. Esplanade Ave.  |  Kenner, LA 70065

See a provider from home  
24/7 with an Ochsner 

Anywhere Care virtual visit.  
Visit ochsner.org/anywhere

If you are in need of care,  
our team is here for you.

Stay connected to your healthcare 
from the comfort of your home with 

the MyOchsner patient portal. 
Visit ochsner.org/myo

•  Message your provider 24/7
•  Request prescription refills
•  Check your test results

Now and 
always, your 
health is our 

priority.
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On February 2, 2021 Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
Company President and CEO Guy T. Williams an-
nounced record growth for the year ending De-
cember 31, 2020.

“Last year was an inordinately difficult year 
for the entire world,” Williams said. “COVID-19 
shutdowns dealt a body blow to local hospital-
ity, restaurant, entertainment businesses and the 
workers employed by them. Banking is an essen-
tial business. Therefore, we remained open while 
dealing with employee health and family care is-
sues.”

In response to the crisis, Gulf Coast Bank ad-
opted the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) safety recommendations, purchased 
locally sourced masks and disinfectants and built 

Gulf Coast Bank 
& Trust Company, 
the largest bank 
headquartered in New 
Orleans, announces 
record growth

Many people put off going to the doctor if they aren’t feeling sick. How-
ever, establishing a relationship with a primary care provider – and getting 
annual check-ups – can keep patients healthier in the long run.

“Your primary care physician is here to not only treat you when you’re 
ill, but to help you with staying healthy,” said Ashley Alphonse, M.D., prima-
ry care physician with Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood (OHC-Driftwood). 

“We want to serve as your partners in good health, answering your questions 
about chronic conditions, medications and everyday health concerns. We’re 
able to help you detect and manage a range of conditions because we get to 
know you and your health history.”

Primary care providers are sometimes referred to as general practitio-
ners or internal medicine specialists. With regular visits, these physicians 
can get to know your health history and concerns as well as your personality 
and lifestyle. They can also give you tips to improve heart health or quit 
smoking, as well as manage long-term health conditions such as diabetes, 
high blood pressure or depression.

“We work with patients to catch potential health problems early – often 
before they become serious,” Dr. Alphonse said. “Our goal is to provide pa-
tients with complete care throughout their lives.”

The primary care relationship is an important one. In addition to  

Primary care physicians help 
you get – and stay – healthy

Treasure Chest Casino, owned by Boyd Gaming 
Corporation and located at 5050 Williams Boulevard 
at Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner, has been practic-
ing strict COVID-19 protocols during the pandemic, 
said Treasure Chest Marketing Director Rodney 
Miller. “Our program, ‘Boyd Clean,’ consists of a 
comprehensive set of protocols to protect the health 
and safety and comfort of our guests and team mem-
bers,” said Miller. “Guest health screenings are  

Treasure Chest Casino practicing strict COVID-19 protocols

Julie Tufaro, IV Waste General Manager for the curbside recycling con-
tractor for the city of Kenner, wants to notify Kenner residents that thin 
plastic grocery bags, plastic garbage bags and zipper bags are not recyclable 
and they are contaminating the other approved recyclable items. IV Waste 
reports the plastic bags get caught in the sorting equipment and are causing 
problems with the machinery.

Tufaro said another issue is residents filling up the unacceptable plas-
tic bags with other acceptable items, such as cans, boxes and cardboard. In 
the sorting process there is no way to open the bags, so the good recyclable 
items inside will not make it through the process to be recycled. “In order 
to help reduce the contamination in the city’s recycling program,” said Tu-
faro, “we are asking residents to keep all plastic bags out of recycling bins, to 
double check what you put in your bin and to rinse all recyclable containers. 
We are trying to achieve a clean recycling stream.”

“We are asking all residents to follow these recycling guidelines so that 
the city gets the greatest possible benefit from the curbside recycling pro-
gram,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said.

Other items that are not recyclable are any kind of pizza box and any 
soiled papers such as diapers, tissues, paper towels, paper plates or napkins. 
Other unacceptable items are #3 through #7 plastic containers, Styrofoam, 
bubble wrap, plastic film, clothes hangers, six-pack rings, plastic or foam 
packing material, wax board juice or milk cartons and boxes, plastic wrap, 
frozen food packaging or take-out food containers. No tanglers such as metal 
wires and power cords are acceptable. Yard waste should not be placed in 
recycle bins.

Accepted curbside co-mingled items include #1 plastics such as soda 

Kenner’s recycling program’s 
dos and don’ts
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GUY T. WILLIAMS
President and CEO Gulf Coast Bank
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More millage info on page 9
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FlyMSY.com/TravelreadyFlyMSY.com/TravelreadyFlyMSY.com/Travelready

Federal law requires wearing a mask 
at all times in and on the airport.

Ready for travel
whenever
you are.
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VIRTUAL DESIGN 
CHARRETTE

Rivertown & the Esplanade Mall 
Revitalization Plans

https://bit.ly/3s3jipG    

Monday, March 29 - Wednesday, March 31, 2021

Pick up & return surveys (drop-
off or mail) at 
Kenner Code Enforcement 
(M-F, 8:30am-4:30pm) 
1610 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr, Bldg. D 
Kenner, LA 70062

• Two Zoom Public Meetings
• Drop-in video calls and 

online activities for 
feedback

Details coming soon:
https://bit.ly/3s3jipG

Online Surveys open 
until March 17! OR

Take the Survey! You have a couple options:

Online Paper Surveys

ANDAND MASKS
Required!

magic tree house: space missionmagic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes  
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission launches the 
intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfi lled journey to discover the secrets of the Sun, Moon, planets, 
space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information skillslearning objectives, this 
beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree House fans of all ages.

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip 
to the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that 
even though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon 
fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. 
Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through 
his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s 
hearts and minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers 
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLYGENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★★     Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m. Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per showAdmission: Adults, $6 per show  ★★    Children/Seniors, $5 per show Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★★    Multi-show packages availableMulti-show packages available

www.kenner.la.uswww.kenner.la.us                show schedule subject to changeshow schedule subject to change

Big Bird’s Big Bird’s 
AdventureAdventure

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Saturn Ring World
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 23 minutes  
Learn about the two-story Cassini-Huygens spacecraft which continues to explore 
Saturn and its moons during its extended mission. See Saturn up-close and all-around-
you inside our dome theater. Ring World is narrated by Star Trek’s John Billingsley (Dr. 
Phlox on ENTERPRISE) and was produced by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Symphony of the StarsSymphony of the Stars
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 36 minutes  
See the scores of timeless movie classics come to life in a dazzling display of laser 
light and animation! Songs include selections from The Lion King, 
The Wizard of Oz, The Lone Ranger, Phantom of the Opera, 
Beetlejuice, Mary Poppins and more!

Want to take a shorter survey?
Answer these questions & mail or drop-off this page to Kenner Code Enforcement

Rivertown

The Esplanade Mall
1. What is the biggest opportunity for 

the Esplanade Mall area?

More 
in 

River-
town

Same 
in 

River-
town

More at 
the 

Esplanade 
Mall

Same at 
the 

Esplanade 
Mall

No 
Opinion

Single-family homes

Apartments (stand-alone buildings)

Apartments (above a shop or office)

Housing for seniors

Townhomes 

Condos

Active outdoor recreation, like sports 
fields

Parks, open space, or plazas

New streets and sidewalks

Streetscape improvements (lighting, 
trees, benches)

Dining options

Boutique shopping

Daily Needs Shopping (groceries, 
drug stores, etc.)

Plays, shows, performances

Bars or other nighttime 
entertainment

Hotels

Art galleries

Medical services

Offices

Governmental services

Light manufacturing / industrial 
spaces 

Other (please specify below)

1. Would you like to see more or keep the same, of the following in 
Rivertown and the Esplanade Mall? 

1. What is the biggest opportunity 
for Rivertown?

A.   Very important – preserve and re-use the entire building
B.   Somewhat important – preserve portions of the building
C.   Not at all important – demolish the whole building and start over
D.  Other: _______

2. What brings you to Rivertown?

2. Where do you shop the most 
often?

3. How important is it to preserve the Esplanade Mall building in 
redevelopment?

3. What would be the most 
appropriate housing types to build 
in and around Rivertown? 
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers  

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger  

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger  
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger  
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining  
Available!

Bar Bar && � i�  � i� 

Daiquiri Run on 61Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472266-2472•• 4337 Airline Drive  4337 Airline Drive •• Metairie Metairie

burgers, wingsburgers, wings
poboys & morepoboys & more

Dining Room Open!Dining Room Open!
-- Food Delivery --

Uber Eats •  DoorDash •  Waitr

Best Burgers in Town!Best Burgers in Town!

Sunday Gallon  Sunday Gallon  

SpecialsSpecials  $$2020
Not valid holidays or special events

MONDAY, TUESDAY MONDAY, TUESDAY 

& WEDNESDAY& WEDNESDAY

 $ $ 6 LARGE  DAIQUIRIS6 LARGE  DAIQUIRIS

Dine In & � ive � ru Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS AND FULL 

MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

DAIQUIRI RUN ON 61

Call orders in & pick up at 

our drive up window
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4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
VIEW A 360 DEGREE 

VIRTUAL TOUR: 

Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care
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Louisiana may be ready to unmask
By Jeff Crouere

I love stories 
about people who dem-
onstrate dogged, unwav-
ering commitment to a 

difficult task that the always-present naysayers deem to 
be an impossible waste of time and energy.

And that brings to mind my friend, Sid Bullard, a 
Kenner real estate broker who was a key player much 
of the last three years in bringing the Pavilion Shopping 
Center in Kenner back to life after it had become sort of 
an urban ghost town.

“People told me I was crazy,” recalls Bullard. “They 
said that instead of trying to revive a seemingly dormant 
property, I should step aside and wait for some adventur-
ous developer to bring in the wrecking ball and start over.”

Bullard, who is associated with Absolute Real Es-
tate Brokers, convinced the owner of the property that 
it was a great location that could be revived and with the 
right management might even flourish again.

With a street address of 1000 West Esplanade Av-
enue, the Pavilion had indeed flourished until the bottom 
fell out in 2018. Anchor tenants Rouses Supermarket and 

Academy Sports were thriving, and traffic flowed into the 
Pavilion like it would never stop. But one of life’s hard les-
sons is that just when you think nothing could possibly go 
wrong, ill fate will raise its ugly head. Rouses and Acad-
emy decided to move to other locations. With its anchor 
tenants gone, traffic began to flow in other directions. 
Almost all the other stores in the mall either closed or 
moved. Suddenly, the Pavilion Shopping Center came to 
be a ghost town.

But where others saw a dead mall waiting for the 
bulldozers, Bullard saw opportunity. Bullard and Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn convinced the owner of the property 
that if the owner was willing to make a major investment 
in the dormant mall, Bullard would work, day and night, 
to bring the property back to life. “The owner responded 
to my enthusiasm with a commitment to paint the prop-
erty and install a first-class air conditioning system,” says 
Bullard. “That was a lot of money. But it was the key to 
everything that followed.”

While the naysayers were laughing at Bullard, the 
relentless real estate broker found an important pocket 
of support at Kenner City Hall with Mayor Zahn, who 
shared the view that a prime location at West Esplanade 
and Chateau Boulevard could not be allowed to be a 
ghost town. So did the members of the Kenner Council, 

spearheaded by Kenner District 4 Councilman George 
Branigan, whose district is where the mall was located. 

“That was crucial,” says Bullard. “The mayor and his staff 
were all-out behind me, as was Councilman Branigan and 
the other members of the council. I couldn’t have been 
successful without their support and encouragement.”

With all pieces in place, Bullard went to work. Of 
course, he got lots of “no thanks” responses to his sales 
pitch, but he also found some folks willing to take a 
chance on the Pavilion. Among these were the owners of 
a fitness facility called Club4Fitness. “It’s very unusual to 
have a fitness facility as an anchor tenant but the own-
ers of Club4Fitness are exceptional at marketing,” says 
Bullard. “They have become a neighborhood center. Their 
parking lot is always full.”

In much the same way, the Event Center – which 
hosts wedding parties, Mardi Gras balls, confirmations, 
proms, and other events – has been booming. So have 
three food outlets – McAlister’s Deli, Vivi Nicaragua and 
7 Woks. McAlister’s sandwiches and delicious chocolate 
chip cookies have become neighborhood staples. Also, a 
neighborhood favorite is a six-chair barbering and styling 
shop, Fade Game. “Our draw is throughout the metro 
area,” says Bullard. “We do well with customers from Ken-
ner, Metairie and the River Parishes. But we also draw 

from New Orleans, the West Bank and the North Shore. 
We have a variety of stores and owners who are really 
good at marketing.”

The latest tenant, the Goodwill Industries store, re-
located to the Pavilion for increased space. Bullard says 
226,500 of the Pavilion’s 275,000 square feet of available 
space is filled with ongoing negotiations in progress for 
the remaining 48,500 square feet.

Mayor Zahn and Councilman Branigan say Bullard 
is an important part of the team that includes the city 
administration, Branigan, the rest of the City Council and 
the shopping center owner. The revitalization of the Pa-
vilion is great for Kenner’s District 4 and the entire city, 
bringing in additional tax dollar revenue for the city.”

These days, Mayor Zahn and Councilman Bra-
nigan smile when anyone mentions the comeback of the 
Pavilion. They think about the sales tax revenues being 
generated, the new jobs that have been created and the 
benefits to the Kenner economy.

Bullard also smiles a lot. He says some of the once-
naysayers now compliment him for his unwavering deter-
mination. “Everyone loves a winner,” he says.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Realtor Sid Bullard plays key role in bringing Pavilion Shopping Center back to life
By Allan Katz

Political

Thanks to a 
deadly pandemic, it 
has been a truly dread-
ful year for Louisiana 

and the rest of the nation. Cleary, COVID-19 is a real 
disease with deadly results. The latest data shows 
that over 28.2 million Americans contracted the 
deadly disease. Of those infected, 1.75%, or approxi-
mately 502,000 Americans so far, have died.

With the pandemic leading governors across 
the country to issue executive orders declaring miti-
gation measures such as mask mandates and eco-
nomic lockdowns, Louisiana has been particularly im-
pacted. The economy of our state depends on tourism 
and hospitality, which has been devastated by COVID. 
The resulting weak economy has also negatively im-
pacted the oil and gas industry, another major com-
ponent of our economy.

The lockdown orders have also caused an 
untold number of other problems. With millions of 
Americans unable to work, the rate of depression, 
suicide, drug usage and overdose deaths have sky-
rocketed.

For example, in Louisiana alone, there was 
a 53% increase in drug overdose deaths in the 
12-month period that ended in July 2020 compared to 
the previous year. This reflected the first few months 
of the COVID pandemic and the accompanying lock-
downs. In the view of Jefferson Parish Coroner Gerry 
Cvitanovich, “I think it would be naïve to not acknowl-
edge the pandemic must have some relationship to 
this increase.”

In Louisiana, like many other states, Governor 
John Bel Edwards has been aggressive in declaring 
executive orders mandating masks and other mitiga-
tion measures. Despite a vote by the Louisiana House 
of Representatives to rescind the executive orders 
and a legal challenge by Louisiana Attorney General 

Jeff Landry, these measures are still in place. While 
Florida and a handful of other states have relaxed 
their COVID restrictions, Edwards has been deter-
mined to maintain the ones imposed in Louisiana.

Fortunately, there has been some recent good 
news. In Louisiana and across the country, the num-
ber of people receiving vaccines has been steadily in-
creasing while the number of new COVID cases and 
hospitalizations has been decreasing.

Some analysts, such as Dr. Marty Makary, a 
health policy expert and surgeon at Johns Hopkins 
University, believes the country may be nearing herd 
immunity, which refers to a situation in a commu-
nity when enough people are immune to a disease to 
prevent its spread to others who are not protected. 
This immunity can be achieved through vaccines and 
natural infection.

Makary believes that the country currently has 
an “extremely low level of infection.” In a recent Wall 
Street Journal article, he predicted that at the “cur-
rent trajectory, I expect COVID will be mostly gone 
by April, allowing Americans to resume normal life.”

These positive developments may be some of 
the reasons why selected areas of Louisiana, such as 
Lafayette, seem to be ready to get back to regular life 
without COVID mandates. At a recent meeting of the 
Lafayette City Council, members voted against insti-
tuting a mask mandate in their city.

The vote drew a sharp rebuke from Governor 
Edwards. In an interview with The Washington Post, 
he called the city’s decision a “basic failure of lead-
ership.” He blasted the Republican members of the 
council for acting with “a partisan edge.” The gover-
nor also challenged the legality of the vote by noting 
that the council members do not have the authority 
to “opt out” of the mandate.

After hearing the criticism from the governor, 
Lafayette Mayor-President Josh Guillory was furious. 

In a press release, he said, “It is deeply hypocritical 
for Governor John Bel Edwards to attack Lafayette 
in the national media, criticizing our City Council 
for recognizing the challenges and cost involved in 
enforcing a local mask mandate. Where is the gover-
nor’s enforcement of his mask mandate? The State 
Fire Marshal reports to him. ATC reports to him. How 
many citations have they written for the nearly 4,000 
complaints they have received? Zero.”

According to Guillory, one of the reasons the 
council decided against a mask mandate was the 
price tag. He claimed that local officials should not 
be forced to “bear the cost” of the mask mandates. 
Guillory asked, “How much of the $1.9 billion pro-
vided to the state by the federal government for CO-
VID-19 response has been dedicated to enforcement 
of his mandate?”

With questions about cost and real progress in 
battling COVID, we can expect more cities in Louisi-
ana to follow the lead of Lafayette and reject mask 
mandates and other mitigation measures. While 
this will surely upset the governor and state health 
officials, it remains to be seen whether they will be 
able to start enforcing mandates that have not been 
enforced over the past year.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” 
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays 
on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.
com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of 

“America’s Last Chance” and provides regular com-
mentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and 
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, 
email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Even through 
the city remains in the 
middle of a pandemic, 
we recently held a rib-

bon cutting for the new and much larger Goodwill 
Store in the Pavilion Shopping Center.

This is important for the city as a whole, District 
4 and specifically the Pavilion Shopping Center, which 
has been transformed in the past couple of years from 
a nearly empty location in very poor condition to one 
of the most vibrant shopping areas in the city.

It’s also something that has been a priority of 
mine and my administration since we first took of-
fice in 2017.

As you probably know, the Pavilion was once 
a very busy shopping area, located across from The 
Esplanade Mall and home to a Rouses grocery store, 
Academy Sports and many other thriving businesses.

But as the Pavilion began to experience the 
same difficulties affecting malls throughout the 
country, businesses began to leave the mall. By the 
time I took office, the vacant units were beginning 
to fall into disrepair. We made it clear that we would 
strictly enforce blight regulations and following a 
conference call with the mall owner early in 2018, 
things began to change.

The shopping center was thoroughly cleaned 
and painted and the transformation was very notice-

able. The business community also noticed, because 
not long after that, the Pavilion began picking up sig-
nificant new additions.

We have seen the arrival of Club4Fitness, an 
anchor tenant, and the decision by At Home to sign 
an extension of its lease and remain in the shopping 
center. With the addition of Goodwill, which has 
tripled in both size and the number of employees 
from its previous location, we now have three thriv-
ing anchor tenants.

The future is very bright for the Pavilion, and I 
am confident that smaller businesses will be attract-
ed to fill out the remaining locations in the shopping 
center because of the daily traffic generated by the 
three anchors.

This revival of the Pavilion Shopping Center – 

and with it the significant increase in tax dollars to 
the city - is all the more impressive given the impact 
on businesses around the country due to COVID-19 
in the past 12 months. The interest in businesses 
locating or remaining in Kenner says a great deal 
about the city’s business climate.

This is also another great example of how team-
work – from my administration, Kenner Councilman 
George Branigan and the rest of the council, mall 
owner Ben Dempsey and real estate agent Sid Bul-
lard – can help the city move forward and make us 
all “Kenner Proud.”  

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Teamwork helps to revive Pavilion Shopping Center
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Government

Police

Most firearm-
related accidents 
occur because of ne-
glect for basic safety 

rules or improper gun handling. Children are often 
injured while playing with loaded guns or hunters 
mistakenly shoot their hunting partners. Whether 
you keep guns in your home for protection or use 
them for recreation, you must always treat them 
with absolute respect. Don’t compromise the safety 
of yourself and your loved ones. Help avoid firearm-
related mishaps by using the following tips.

Always treat a gun as if it were loaded. Store 
and lock weapons and ammunition separately. 

Keep guns unloaded when you’re not using 
them. Consider a trigger lock.

Read the gun’s manual. Follow directions for 
assembly and never disassemble the weapon beyond 
the recommended point.

Understand how the action works and how to 
correctly load and unload. Learn the proper way to 
clean your gun.

Know where the safety switch is and how it 
works. Always keep it on until you are ready to shoot.

When handing a rifle to someone, unload the 
gun, open the action and point the muzzle in a safe 
direction.

Ammunition must be of the same gauge or cali-
ber as specified on the gun by the manufacturer.

Before loading, check that the barrel is clean 
and free of objects. Never try to remove obstructions 
from the barrel by firing a shot.

Always maintain control of the muzzle and 
point it in a safe direction. Keep your finger out of 
the trigger guard until you fire.

Be certain of your target before shooting. Bear 
in mind how far your gun can shoot and know what 
lies past your target.

Hunters should wear fluorescent orange cloth-
ing so you’re not mistaken for wild game. When deer 
hunting, avoid wearing brown and white. When tur-
key hunting, avoid wearing red, white, or blue.

Never jump ditches or climb trees, fences or 
walls with a loaded gun. If you must, unload the gun 

and leave the action open, then clear the obstacle.
If you buy a used gun, have a qualified gun-

smith check that it is in good working condition.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Down-
load the free Kenner Police Department mobile app 
for both Apple and Android devices and access the 
Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter 
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information.

Preventing firearm accidents
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

Government

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
GENERATE
SOLID LEADS

LEARN
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

March 11 & March 25
Copeland Towers Suite 
& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

https://eaanola.org

We recently sub-
mitted the city of Ken-

ner’s Consolidated Annual Performance and Evalua-
tion Report (CAPER) to the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

This report outlines Kenner’s accomplishments 
on projects and services from the goals established by 
the Jefferson HOME Consortium Consolidated Plan 
for residents that involves funding from HUD. The 
Consolidated Plan covers a five-year period ending in 
2023.

We are very happy to let the public know the ac-
complishments toward the goals that are part of Ken-
ner’s CAPER plan:

In an effort to meet its goal to reduce severe 
housing costs, the Department of Community Devel-
opment worked to increase quality and affordable 
housing in the city with programs such as our housing 
rehabilitation assistance. In the past fiscal year, we 

spent more than $28,000, in partnership with the Vol-
unteers of America, to provide repairs to five elderly 
and disabled households and that work is continuing.

In meeting its goal to serve special popula-
tions, the city sponsored both the Summer Youth 
Enrichment Camp and a Youth Afterschool Program, 
spending more than $33,000 to assist 56 children dur-
ing non-school hours. Also, the city disbursed nearly 
$4,800 to three households to maintain sustainability 
and to prevent homelessness.

A goal of the Consolidated Plan included priori-
ties to assist with the repair or construction of sewers, 
drainage, playgrounds and recreation facilities, health 
centers, community centers and other public facilities 
that serve the community. In the past fiscal year, the 
city spent more than $308,000 on infrastructure costs, 
including nearly $146,000 for the engineering, design, 
and construction renovations to the Kenner Council 

An update on Kenner Community 
Development ongoing programs
By Tamithia Shaw – Kenner Community Development 
Department Director
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In partnership with the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce (HCCL) and United Way of Southeast Loui-
siana (UWSELA), Jefferson Parish Schools continues 
to offer free in-person computer skills workshops for 
parents. Classes will be offered in both English and 
Spanish and in a socially distant setting.

“We know that having support at home is criti-
cal to student success. As such, we are committed 
to providing our families with training and resourc-
es to be involved in their child’s education,” said Dr. 
James Gray, Jefferson Parish Schools Superinten-
dent. “These computer workshops are one way we 
are helping to close the digital divide and ensure 
all families have the access and opportunity to help 
their child succeed.”

“Equitable access to quality education lays the 
groundwork for long-term economic stability for chil-
dren, parents and our broader community, yet too 
many households in Jefferson Parish face barriers to 
the resources necessary for success in today’s learn-
ing environments,” said Michael Williamson, UWSELA 
President and CEO. “We are proud to support our 
partners in this effort to ensure neither language nor 
digital skills are a barrier for the role parents and care-
givers play in their children’s education.”

“Addressing the digital literacy gap and providing 
parents with the tools required to help their children 
succeed while embracing technology is critical to 
building a more equitable community,” said Mayra E. 
Pineda, HCCL President and CEO. “HCCL is proud 
to join this effort positively impacting Jefferson Par-
ish families and opening pathways of opportunities by 
eliminating barriers.”

The computer skills workshops will cover how 

to use Chromebooks, smartphone integration, Google 
Classroom, Google Meet, creating a Gmail account 
and other apps to help students participating in virtual 
and traditional learning. Computers will be provided 
by the district for use during the training sessions.
East Bank workshops:

The below workshops will take place from 6:00 
to 7:30 p.m. at JC Ellis, 801 Brockenbraugh Court in 
Metairie.

Tuesday, March 9: Intro to Chromebooks, How to 
get to JPS Website, Icons, GMail

Tuesday, March 16: Intro to Google Classroom, 
Clever & Google Meet

Tuesday, March 23: Intro to Google Slides, Docs, 
Google Forms

West Bank workshops:
The below workshops will take place from 6:00 

to 7:30 p.m. at Isaac Joseph Elementary, 1525 Spruce 
St. in Westwego.

Thursday, March 11: Intro to Chromebooks, How 
to get to JPS Website, Icons, GMail

Thursday, March 18: Intro to Google Classroom, 
Clever & Google Meet

Thursday, March 25: Intro to Google Slides, Docs, 
Google Forms

The computer skills workshops are offered for 
free to caretakers with a child currently enrolled in 
Jefferson Parish Schools. To register, call 349-7776 
or visit jpschools.org/computerworkshops. Capac-
ity is limited.

These workshops complement the resources and 
support available online through the Family Resource 
Center for Online Learning as well as the Parent and 
Student Technology Helpdesk.  

The legendary in-
vestor Warren Buffett 
once said, “You only 
learn who has been 

swimming naked when the tide goes out.”
I must admit that I did not really give this much 

thought until recently due to the sudden rise and fall 
of GameStop.

GameStop is a retail store that buys and ex-
changes used video games and phones. You may shop 
at one of the two GameStop locations in Kenner. The 
stock is usually not a highflyer, meaning a high-priced  

 
 
 
 
and very risky stock. It normally trades between ten 
and twenty dollars per share. The company, like many 
retailers, did not make any money in 2020 and was 
only marginally profitable over the last few years.

Yet a few weeks ago, the stock surged to almost 
$483 per share before plunging to $285, and then the 
stock resurged to $356 before plunging once again.

The explanation lies in the confluence of three 
unrelated events. The first event was the widespread 
adoption of the Robinhood free stock trading platform, 
which allows very low minimum investments. The sec-
ond event was the widespread economic shutdowns 

combined with stimulus checks and extra free time. 
The final event was the rapid spread of social media 
chat groups and forums, such as Reddit, devoted to 
day trading and short-term investing.

These trends together caused a large number of 
new inexperienced investors to open Robinhood trad-
ing accounts and deposit their stimulus checks, and 
then they began to look for ways to invest the money.

Meanwhile hedge funds and big investors were 
expecting GameStop stock to fall in value as most re-
tailers had, so they sold the stock short. Selling a stock 
short occurs when you ask your broker to borrow a 
share of stock from an owner and then sell that stock 
and pocket the cash.

If the stock price goes down, you buy the stock 
back for less than your sales price. Afterwards, you 
return the stock to the owner while keeping the dif-
ference as your profit. If the stock goes up, you must 
buy it back at a higher price than your sales price, and 
consequently you lose the difference.

The risk with short selling is that sometimes 
the stock can go up substantially more than the price 
you received when you sold the stock. Your losses can 
greatly outweigh what you received in the original sale.

What made GameStop interesting is that 
more than one hundred percent of all of the Game-
Stop shares were sold short at one point. Chat 
boards quickly recognized this and discussions 
began. They knew if many small investors bought 
the stock and pushed the shares higher, the short 
sellers would need to pay almost any price to cover 
their short positions.

Strong buying in a thin market pushed the 
shares to extremely high prices that were com-
pletely unconnected to the value of the company. 
Ultimately, the short sellers were indeed squeezed 
and were forced to pay high prices, but only once, to 
cover their short positions and then close.

Swimming naked means selling shares that you 
don’t control and did not borrow. If the stock price surg-
es, a naked short seller may end up paying a very high 
price to cover the shares sold or be forced into bank-
ruptcy. GameStop revealed many naked swimmers.

With extraordinarily little, short interest in 
GameStop now, the stock will most likely be traded 
based upon its value as an unprofitable retail store. 
This might tempt some brave short sellers to try to 
bet again. However, remember betting is just bet-
ting, not investing. Moreover, if you still own Game-
Stop, you are holding a low-quality stock at a rela-
tively high valuation.

Bank investment accounts are a great way to 
build net worth, but keep in mind that betting on 
volatile stocks can be even more risky than going to 
the casino.  

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Swimming naked with GameStop
By Guy Williams

Banking

Jefferson Parish Schools announces third round 
of free parent computer skills workshops

edwardjones.com

 

Christina S Wilson  Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave
Suite 109
Kenner
467-3995 

 
 

Member SIPC

Katina Summers
Financial Advisor

2400 Veterans Blvd
Suite 484
Kenner
375-2149

Our clients' interests 
come first. 

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Message and data rates may apply.

Take control of 
your debit card

Why colon cancer screenings are important
By Christopher Hodnette, M.D.

Colon cancer 
is the second lead-
ing cause of cancer-
related death in the 
U.S. and preventative 

screenings allow physicians to detect and treat it early 
on.

Procrastination is a powerful tendency that 
affects our lives in countless ways. Delaying or post-
poning something you know you need to take care 
of can have long term effects on your emotional 
health. Studies have shown that procrastination can  

 
 
 
 
contribute to higher stress levels among people who put 
off various tasks. And delaying timely and essential 
events like medical procedures can leave you at 
an elevated risk for more severe health problems 
down the road.

Not having dinner ready because you didn’t make 
it to the grocery store is one thing but delaying a screen-
ing for preventable cancer is a much more serious pro-
crastination. Colon cancer is the second leading cause 
of cancer-related death in the United States. On aver-
age, one in 20 people are diagnosed with colon cancer at 
some point in their lives. Still, if you have a first degree 

 
 
(mother, father, sister or brother) family member with 
colon cancer, that risk can double or even triple.

Current recommendations are to begin screening 
for colon cancer in average-risk individuals by age 50. 
However, there is increasing literature that screenings 
for African Americans should start earlier at 45 years 
of age. For those who have family members with colon 
cancer, screening should start 10 years before the index 
case (family member) was first diagnosed, resulting in 
the need to begin screenings well before 50 years old. If 
there are multiple family members with colon cancer, 
screening may need to start even sooner!

Why do physicians stress screening? Screening 
procedures like colonoscopy have been proven in large 
population studies to prevent colon cancer and allow 
colon cancers to be discovered at much earlier stages. 
Screening in totally “healthy” or asymptomatic patients 
is essential because colon cancer, especially on the co-
lon’s right side, can grow significantly with absolutely 
no symptoms. The larger or more advanced cancer be-
comes, the worse the outcome and the more intensive 
therapy needed to preserve life.

Physicians understand that prevention strategies 
like colonoscopies are no fun. But an annual screen-
ing is so much less unpleasant compared to the actual 
treatment of colon cancer once it is detected. Since 
we know that not everyone who should be screened 
for colon cancer is getting screened, we continuously 
stress the importance of these preventative tests. If we 
can catch colorectal cancer early on, it gives us many 
options in terms of how we can treat cancer. Further-
more, we can move in with treatment before cancer has 
spread or grown too large to treat quickly.

While colonoscopy is a relatively painless pro-
cedure for some, certain patients may wake up with 
mild discomfort from the air pumped into the colon 

during the procedure. However, this typically passes 
reasonably quickly. The most troublesome part of the 
procedure is usually the preparation to achieve a clean 
colon. The prep work involves hunger pains and many 
trips to the bathroom for emptying out, taking place 
over 12 hours. During the actual procedure, the patient 
is asleep and feels nothing. If precancerous lesions are 
found, they are removed during the procedure, thereby 
reducing a patient’s colon cancer risk.

Additionally, new at-home cancer detection 
tests like fecal immunochemical tests (or FIT Test) 
and Cologuard can be taken in the privacy of your 
home. Cologuard identifies altered DNA and/or 
blood in a person’s stool, which is associated with 
the possibility of colon cancer or pre-cancer. Al-
though not intended to replace a colonoscopy, pre-
liminary screening tests like FIT and Cologuard are 
extremely helpful in finding colon cancer early when 
treatment options are still available.

As humans, we all procrastinate sometimes. But 
your health is your most valuable asset and making time 
for prevention is one of the worthiest investments you 
can make. Trust me – you will be glad you did.   

Dr. Christopher Hodnette received his under-
graduate degree from Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge and his medical degree from Tulane Uni-
versity School of Medicine in New Orleans. Following 
graduation, Dr. Hodnette completed his internship and 
residency in internal medicine at Baton Rouge General 
Hospital and returned to Tulane to complete his fellow-
ship in gastroenterology. Dr. Hodnette is board certi-
fied by the American Board of Internal Medicine and 
Gastroenterology and has been on staff at Ochsner since 
2019. To schedule a gastroenterology appointment with 
Dr. Hodnette at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, call 
443-9500 or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.

Is the idea of 
saving for a down pay-
ment holding you back 

from buying a home right now? You may be eager to 
take advantage of today’s low mortgage rates, but 
the thought of needing a large down payment might 
make you want to pump the brakes. Today, there’s still 
a common myth that you have to come up with 20% 
of the total sale price for your down payment. This 
means people who could buy a home may be putting 
their plans on hold because they don’t have that much 
saved yet. The reality is, whether you’re looking for 
your first home or you’ve purchased one before, you 
most likely don’t need to put 20% down and here’s why.

According to Freddie Mac, “The most damag-
ing down payment myth – since it stops the home-
buying process before it can start – is the belief that 
20% is necessary.”

If saving that much money sounds daunting, 
potential home buyers might give up on the dream 
of home ownership before they even begin – but they 
don’t have to.

Data in the “2020 Profile of Home Buyers and 
Sellers” from the National Association of Realtors 
(NAR) indicates that the median down payment actu-
ally hasn’t been over 20% since 2005, and even then, 

 
that was for repeat buyers, not first-time home buyers.

What does this mean for potential home buy-
ers? The median down payment was lowest for first-
time buyers with the 2020 percentage coming in at 
7%. If you’re a first-time buyer and putting down 7% 
still seems high, understand that there are programs 
that allow qualified buyers to purchase a home with a 
down payment as low as 3.5%. There are even options 
like VA loans and USDA loans with no down payment 
requirements for qualified applicants.

It’s important for potential home buyers, wheth-
er they’re repeat or first-time buyers, to know they 
likely don’t need to put down 20% of the purchase 
price, but they do need to do their homework to un-
derstand the options available. Be sure to work with 
trusted professionals from the start to learn what you 
may qualify for in the home buying process.

The bottom line is to don’t let down payment 
myths keep you from hitting your home ownership 
goals. If you’re hoping to buy a home this year, connect 
with a realtor to review your options.  

Sidney Bullard, a lifelong Kenner resident work-
ing with Absolute Real Estate alongside her father, Sid 
Bullard, a Realtor and real estate broker, is working to 
serve the community with any and all residential and 
commercial real estate needs. Bullard can be reached 
at 512 5664 or by email at sidneynbullard@gmail.com.

Do I really need a 20% down 
payment to buy a home? 
By Sidney Bullard

Real Estate
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The top five benefits of 
residential assisted living
By Michelle Lovitt

The term “resi-
dential assisted living” 
or RAL is fairly new. 

Essentially, RAL is assisted living or memory care ser-
vices provided in the comfort of a residential home. 
RAL homes usually have ten residents or less.

Most people relate assisted living to the large 
“big box” facilities that are popping up all around us 
and have never heard of, or considered a smaller, 
more intimate option like a RAL home for their loved 
one. Below are the top five benefits of residential as-
sisted living homes.

Safety: RAL homes are safer than larger assist-
ed living facilities. The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) estimates the fall risk to be 50% lower in RAL 
homes than in larger facilities. Residents don’t have 
to walk long distances for everyday activities since 
they reside in a home as opposed to a massive facility.

Fixed Cost: Most RAL homes have a simple, 
all-inclusive monthly rate. The cost per month for 
care is fixed which means that as the care level in-
creases, families won’t have to spend more money. 
The monthly cost at large facilities vary from month 
to month and increases significantly based on level 
of care and amenities provided. A fixed monthly cost 
makes it easier for families to budget and plan.

Individualized Care: RAL homes are able to 
provide quicker and more individualized care. Large 
facilities can have resident to caregiver ratios of 20:1 
during the day and that ratio can double at night. 
Caregivers can easily be overworked and your loved 
one may have to wait a while until the caregiver has 
free time to help them. RAL homes typically have a 
5:1 ratio during the day and 10:1 at night. When your 
loved one needs assistance with their activities of dai-
ly living (bathing, personal hygiene, getting dressed 
and even going on walks in the neighborhood) a care-

giver is always nearby to help them out with whatever 
they need.

Unique Daily Activities: With a smaller group, 
RAL homes provide much more personalized activi-
ties that your loved one actually enjoys instead of a 
generic, repetitive schedule. The lower resident to 
caregiver ratio enables RAL staff to learn more 
about your loved one and what activities they like. 
Examples include music therapy, aroma therapy, pet 
therapy, gardening, movies and other fun activities. 
This will help them stay active and stimulate their 
mind on a daily basis.

Personalized Menus: RAL homes can also de-
sign menus around what residents like to eat. As with 
most quality facilities, RAL staff track special diets, 
restrictions and allergies. The in-house chef will 
spend time with each resident to get an idea what 
type of foods they enjoy and create more personal-
ized menus. Having good quality, tasty food is one of 
the highest-ranking items by residents. Additionally, 
your loved one won’t have to travel all the way to the 
cafeteria to eat – meals are served at the dining table.

To sum up, Residential Assisted Living is a safer, 
more intimate option when it comes to assisted living. 
With a lower resident to caregiver ratio, your loved 
one will receive more individual care, meals and ac-
tivities. They won’t have to travel long distances and 
won’t have a rotating staff that may not care for them 
on a consistent basis.   

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care 
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie. 
For more information and to schedule a personal 
tour of Metairie’s newest residential assisted living 
home, call 252-2640 or email info@auduboncare-
homes.com. Visit the Audubon Care Homes’ website 
at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

At Ochsner, our team is dedicated to providing quality care close 
to home. Our convenient locations offers same-day access to 
expert providers helping you get healthy, stay healthy and live 
healthy. Our services include:

Finding the right care 
has never been easier

• Annual flu shots and 
immunizations

• Annual health checkup  
and complete physicals

• Coordinated care of 
chronic conditions

• Diagnosis and management 
of diseases

• Health risk assessments

• Seasonal allergy  
treatment

• Treatment of acute 
conditions

• Virtual visits

Mirza Baig, MD

Laura McCormick, MD

Elena Rada, MD

Mehul Sheth, MD

Ashley Alphonse, MD

Rafael Cortes, MD

Vince Hill, MD

Brandi Jones, MD

Jay Madrecha, DO

Victoria Smith, MD

Shelly Swindler, MD

Karen Chavez Jones, NP

Ochsner Health  
Center – Driftwood

Ochsner Health  
Center – Kenner

2120 Driftwood Blvd. 
Kenner, LA 70065

200 West Esplanade Ave. 
Kenner, LA 70065

To schedule an appointment,  
call 504-608-1069 or visit  
ochsner.org/schedule

Community

On February 6, 2021, volunteers from through-
out Jefferson Parish and the region joined forces for 
the 31st Annual Jefferson Parish Coastal TreeCycling 
event. While wearing masks and following social dis-
tancing guidelines, volunteers placed approximately 
5,000 donated Christmas trees into boats, transport-
ed the trees into an area surrounded by wetlands, 
and then placed the trees into pre-constructed wave 
dampening fences to reduce coastal erosion and in-
crease public awareness of wetland losses. On the 
TreeCycling day, Jefferson Parish President Cynthia 
Lee Sheng said, “We’re here in Lafitte on this Sat-
urday morning. It’s a good day. We are restoring the 
marsh area. Your Christmas tree, if you put it out, is 
here. This year, we collected 5,000 trees to put out to 
really help our ecosystem and help slow the erosion 
of these marshlands in this beautiful area of Lafitte.”

This annual project continues to benefit the 
wetlands of Lafitte, which is located in the Barataria 
Basin by absorbing and attenuating wave energy, 
thus reducing erosion. And also by providing habitat 
and food for wildlife such as crustaceans, mollusks, 
birds, fish and reptiles. The TreeCyling project is cre-

ating public awareness about wetland losses, solid 
waste issues and conservation of natural resources

Since 1991, more than 800,000 Christmas trees 
have been recycled, which if lined up, would stretch 
from New Orleans to Washington D.C.

“This project hasn’t actually built new land 
over the years, but it has protected what is be-
hind it,” said Jefferson Parish Councilman At-
Large Ricky Templet (Division A). He added, “The 
Christmas tree and the cribbing after it is placed 
has wave action that the water goes through and 
captures the sediment and keeps it in place to pro-
tect the marsh.”

The boats for this event were provided by unin-
corporated and municipal fire and police departments, 
Jefferson Parish’s Ecosystem and Coastal Manage-
ment Department, Plaquemines Parish’s Coastal Pro-
gram and individuals with a boat and a passion for pro-
tecting wetlands. This project was successful with the 
help of volunteers who donated their valuable time 
and energy to this cause.

For more information about this project, visit 
http://www.jeffparish.net/coastal or call 736-6719.  

Volunteers assisted with the 31st annual 
coastal “TreeCycling” project
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Law

When a worker 
is injured on the job, 
he or she can likely 
bring a workers’ com-

pensation claim. Workers’ compensation benefits 
are awarded without the need to prove fault on 
the employer’s part. However, in some cases, the 
injured worker can also bring a third party liability 
claim for damages. “Third party” liability commonly 
refers to bodily injury caused to a person because 
of a negligent or reckless third party’s actions or 
omissions.

Third party liability may arise when an indi-
vidual or entity that is separate from the employer 
causes the workplace accident or the injury to the 
employee. Usually, it is not available against an em-
ployee’s supervisor or coworker. Instead, third party 
liability may arise out of other common situations, 
such as manufacturing or design defects, drivers 
who cause car accidents that injure a worker on the 

 
 
job, and owners of businesses that a worker visits as 
part of his or her job duties.

For example, if a worker is travelling on the 
road for work, and a negligent truck driver crashes 
into him, the worker can recover workers’ compen-
sation benefits, but he can also sue the truck driver 
and the trucking company as the at-fault third 
party. Most workers’ compensation payments are 
minimal, and a worker may not be able to recover 
enough compensation to fully cover his or her medi-
cal expenses and lost income through workers’ com-
pensation alone. Remember, as far as lost income, 
workers’ compensation only covers ¾ of an injured 
claimant’s lost wages. Moreover, workers’ compen-
sation does not cover pain and suffering, mental an-
guish or punitive damages. In a third party liability 
claim, however, the injured worker would be able to 
ask the court for those noneconomic damages such 
as pain and suffering, as well as full recovery of lost 
wages and loss of future earning capacity.

Similarly, if a chair breaks at work because of 
a defective leg and you suffer serious hip injuries, 
you may be able to bring a third party claim against 
the product manufacturer. Or if you fall on a floor 
that a client’s janitorial service left wet without any 
warning signs, and you get hurt, you may be able to 
bring a third party liability claim against the clean-
ing company.

With third party liability claims, it is neces-
sary to prove the third party’s negligence and fault 
or other wrongful acts or omissions. To prove the 
third party’s negligence, the plaintiff will need to 
prove duty, breach of duty, causation and damages. 
However, if the plaintiff makes the claim against a 
product manufacturer, it may be possible to raise a 
strict liability claim in which the product manufac-
turer can be held liable just by proving that there 
was a defect and that it caused the plaintiff’s harm.

When an injured employee claims that a third 
party negligently caused his or her injury, the com-
pany’s insurance carrier may have a subrogation 
interest in the claim. The subrogation interest that 

can be recovered is usually limited to the amount of 
workers’ compensation benefits that were paid to 
the employee for lost wages and medical expenses. 
Basically, the injured employee may have to repay 
the workers’ compensation carrier out of any settle-
ment or judgment in the third party liability claim. 
Accordingly, it is very important for anyone injured 
at work to speak with an experienced attorney to 
determine if you have a third party liability claim 
and to maximize recovery.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should 
not be construed to constitute legal advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law 
Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, per-
sonal injuries, maritime and traffic violations 
are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can 
be reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Understanding “third party” liability claims
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
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“Where Customers Send Their Friends”
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•  Computer Controlled 
Transmissions

•  Custom Built Automatics

•  Front Wheel Drive

•  Band and Linkage 
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•  Overhauls and Rebuilt Units

•  Leaks Repaired-Sealed, Etc.

•  Shift Kits Installed
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 DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com
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~ Same Ownership For 45 Years ~ How can women overcome 
obstacles to financial security?
By Christina Sulli Wilson

On March 8, we 
observe Internation-
al Women’s Day, a cel-

ebration of the social, economic, cultural and po-
litical achievements of women. Of course, women 
still tend to encounter more obstacles than men 
in the pursuit of financial security. Let’s consider 
a few of them.

To begin with, women are still more likely to 
leave the workforce, at least temporarily, to raise 
children, resulting in lower contributions to em-
ployer-sponsored retirement plans such as 401(k)
s. And women are often the ones who become 
full-time caregivers of aging parents or other rela-
tives. Caregiving duties can exact a big financial 
toll. The lost wages, pensions (including 401(k)
s and similar plans) and Social Security benefits 
that a woman loses to become a full-time caregiver 
amount to more than $300,000 over her lifetime, 
according to the National Academy of Sciences.

Women also may be more susceptible to finan-
cial downturns. Consider the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Just a few months ago, in December, women lost 
156,000 jobs, while men gained 16,000, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, which also reported 
that women accounted for 54% of the jobs lost from 
the pandemic in 2020.

And women are not unaware of their circum-
stances and outlook. Just 41% of women are confi-
dent about retirement, compared with 56% of men, 
according to a survey by Edward Jones and Age Wave.

But if you’re a woman, you can take steps to 
help improve your financial outlook. Here are a 
few suggestions.

Take full advantage of retirement plans. If you 
are still working and your employer offers a 401(k) 
or similar retirement plan, take full advantage of it. 
Put in as much as you can afford each year and in-
crease your contributions when your salary goes up. 
Also, within your plan, you’ll want to choose the mix 

of investments that can help provide the most growth 
potential, given your individual risk tolerance. Also, 
even if you contribute to a 401(k) or similar plan, you 
may also be eligible to fund an IRA, which gives you 
even more investment choices.

Evaluate your Social Security options. You 
can typically start taking Social Security benefits 
when you’re 62, but your monthly checks will be 
much larger if you wait until your “full” retirement 
age, which will likely be between 66 and 67. You 
might also consider whether you’d be better off by 
taking spousal benefits, if you’re married and your 
spouse earned more money than you. You are gen-
erally even eligible for spousal benefits if you are 
divorced, as long as you were married at least 10 
years and you haven’t remarried.

Look for unexpected income opportunities. 
Even after you’ve formally retired, you may still 
find ways to receive some earned income. Perhaps 
you can work part time or do some consulting. And 
if you’re a caregiver, you might be able to receive 
some compensation for your work. Many local 
governments pay non-spouse caregivers who act 
as personal attendants, although the rules vary 
greatly by state and county.

These certainly aren’t the only ways you 
can improve your financial status, but they may 
prove useful to you. In any case, be aware of the 
challenges facing you and do whatever you can to 
brighten your future. 

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be 
reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or 
qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Finance

Submit an anonymous tip directly to 
the Kenner Police Department about 
Criminal / Drug Activity, a Wanted 
Subject, or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.comGo to www.kennerpd.com
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MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
          Cell 456-1300          Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removalTree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading

FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction
All landscape needsAll landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

CHECK OUT OURCHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEERPACKAGE BEER

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

 Ice Cold Ice Cold 

    KEGKEG BEERBEER

21.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASESUITCASE

To Go!To Go!

6.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack20 Pack
18.99

Long Neck BottlesLong Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

theicehousekenner.comtheicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

DRY ICEDRY ICE
  1.15  1.15 lb. lb.

COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS

5..9955

COKE, DIET COKE, 
DR PEPPER AND OTHER 

12 PACK 
COKE PRODUCTS

12 PACK
9999

Your March will go “Smooth” at 
Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller 

Between the on-
going pandemic, the 

Saints’ championship hopes, Yardy Gras and the re-
cent freezing temps, and a whole host of other things 
thrown at us, it’s easy to think that things will never 
go right. So, while we can’t guarantee that you’ll hit 
the jackpot each time you visit, of course, we can 
guarantee that your friends here at Treasure Chest 
Casino will do everything we can to make sure your 
night out goes smoooooth this month.

Speaking of jackpots, our Buffalo Gold jackpots 
have had more hits than an Elvis set list. In addition 
to all our many jackpots hit this past month, Buffalo 
Gold hit for $28,225.45. Then another Buffalo Gold 
machine hit for $18,020.70. It’s no wonder why the 
Buffalo Gold Collection is so popular. And with mul-
tiple machines available, your search for an empty 
machine should go smooth.

When we were thinking about gifts to help your 
March go smooth, we were stumped for a while. What 
could we give you that would make things go smooth 
for you – a day planner? No, thank you. And then it hit 
us – Blenders make things smooth. So, join us Friday, 
March 5 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. for our “Personal 
Blender Giveaway!” Simply earn 125 tier credits, then 
swipe at any kiosk to receive a voucher for your own 
personal blender, the perfect kitchen tool for all your 
smoothies, cocktails and milkshakes! And if you’re an 
Onyx or Titanium B Connected member, forget what 

I said about earning tier credits. You already qualify 
for this smooth gift!

With everything going on, it’s difficult to pin 
down just when places are open, isn’t it? So, to make 
your visit to Treasure Chest go smooth, I’d like to reit-
erate our hours here.

CASINO HOURS
Sunday – Thursday, 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.
Friday & Saturday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 a.m.

Table games open daily at 4:00 p.m.

CAFE PONTCHARTRAIN HOURS
Monday & Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Wednesday & Thursday, 11:00 a.m. – midnight
Friday & Saturday, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 a.m.

Sunday, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.
We hope we can make your March run smooth 

this year. Thanks for making Treasure Chest your kind 
of place and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 
or older to enter the casino and become a B Con-
nected member. Membership is free and rules and 
restrictions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is lo-
cated at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on 
Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.trea-
surechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.
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JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

292-8251
Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Kitchens • Bathrooms

New Construction • Remodeling

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

This March 
marks one year since 
our schools temporar-
ily closed their doors in 

response to the pandemic. At first, we thought schools 
would close for a few weeks, but then it became ap-
parent we would need to stay at home much longer for 
the safety of our loved ones and our community. Our 
school leaders and educators were charged with what 
seemed like an arduous task. We had to be creative, in-
novative and tenacious in our work to ensure student 
learning would continue and we kept targets from our 
strategic plan in our sights. Jefferson Parish Schools 
made a commitment to our students that we would 
push for their best outcomes. Continuing this work 
remains critical to the future of Jefferson Parish and 
the continued support of our community is paramount 
to our success.

As I write this today, I am proud that we have  

 
 
kept our schools open since the beginning of the 
school year in August. Teaching and learning is in full 
effect. We refused to allow the pandemic to sacrifice 
education because we know that the generation we 
educate today will be the leaders of tomorrow.

We continue to chart progress towards the pri-
orities we laid out in our strategic plan, “2024: The 
Future Our Kids Deserve.” Ninety-eight percent of 
students entered school kindergarten ready. We’re 
tackling childhood literacy rates with early screen-
ings, interventions and literacy leadership initiatives. 
Nearly 4,000 students attained industry-based creden-
tials this fall, and students earning top scores on the 
ACT WorkKeys have more than doubled. These last 
two stats are key to helping graduates earn high-wage, 
high-demand jobs. When our students are successful 
and graduate prepared for a career or college, the  
entire community benefits.

In many ways, our efforts to overcome the  

 
 
challenges of the pandemic hastened progress to-
wards achieving our strategic goals. We improved our 
infrastructure to support clean, healthy and modern 
schools and doubled down on our investments in tech-
nology to provide access and equity for all students. 
Whether learning in the classroom or at home, all 
students in grades PK through 12th grade have access 
to a computer and the internet. By closing the digital 
divide, we provide equity and opportunity leveling the 
playing field for all students.

Still, we recognize that there are challenges we 
must overcome. With nearly a third of students still 
enrolled in Virtual Jefferson, our 100% virtual option, 
teachers have adapted to educating students in the 
classroom and on the computer simultaneously. We 
have had to develop parent technology training and 
resources to support at-home learning. Addition-
ally, learning loss resulting from the pandemic is very 
real. We have worked to secure additional funding for 

after-school tutoring and summer programs and con-
tinue to use aligned interventions built directly into 
our high-quality curriculum. We will continue to work 
hard to do what is right by all students.

While I never imagined that our community 
would still be feeling the effects of COVID-19 one 
year later, I also never imagined how much our 
school district would accomplish given the chal-
lenges. I am proud of the teaching and learning 
that is taking place in our schools. None of this 
would be possible without the support of our fami-
lies, employees and the community. Thank you for 
continuing to boost Jefferson Parish Schools and 
ensuring our students are given the access and op-
portunity to fulfill their potential.   

Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson Par-
ish Schools, the largest and most diverse district in Louisi-
ana, serving around 51,000 students. Dr. Gray is a 25-year 
veteran of public education and most recently served as 
Jefferson Parish Chief of Schools. Follow JP Schools on In-
stagram and Twitter at @jpschools.

Student learning continues one year after the pandemic
By James Gray, Ed.D. – Jefferson Parish Schools Superintendent

Real Estate

Absolute Real Estate Brokers is opening an of-
fice in the newly revived Pavilion Shopping Center 
located at the northeast intersection of West Espla-
nade Avenue and Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.

The firm is associated with broker and owner 
Sid Bullard who has been credited with the revival 
of the Pavilion Shopping Center and his daughter, 
licensed real estate agent Sidney Bullard.

The real estate company handles commer-
cial and residential brokerage sales and leasing 
as well as managing construction and tenant 
build-out. The firm offers property management 
and facility maintenance.

The office phone for Absolute Real Estate is  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
305-0023 and the company’s website is www.absolute-
realestatenola.com. Available real estate listings can be 
found on the company’s Facebook page.

Sid Bullard can be reached by cell at 512-5664. 

Sid Bullard’s Absolute Real Estate Brokers 
moves to Pavilion Shopping Mall

Rotary Club donates to Bonnabel High School

The Rotary Club of Kenner presented a $3,000 check to Bonnabel High School for the school’s 
Bear Necessities Shop which aims to build up the Bonnabel Bruin community by ensuring that 
members of the community have the access to food, clothing, hygiene and schools supplies 
they need. Pictured are Paul Prokop and Christina Wilson from the Rotary Club of Kenner and  

Dr Janet Guerrini, principal and Erica Swanson, master teacher from the school.

Je f ferson  Pa ri sh
Offender Watch

                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

Community

SID BULLARD
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Sports

The season known as spring is upon us.
That means time for baseball.
Hope springs eternal.
On the Major League level, a long 162-game season 

awaits all participants.
Everyone is excited until pretenders are exposed 

by the one-month mark of the season.
One of the old jokes about the old Washington Sena-

tors in the 1960s was “first in war, first in peace and last in 
the American League.”

It will remain strange not to have minor league 
baseball in Metairie.

Last year would have been the first year without 
professional baseball in the New Orleans area since 1993 
before the pandemic interceded. Now, the harsh reality 
for local fans will truly set in.

The facility formerly known as Zephyr Field is no 
longer a “Shrine on Airline” but a facility for the NOLA 
Gold Rugby team.

The high school and college baseball seasons got 
underway in February, with some games played in less 
than ideal conditions.

There were no high school champions crowned a 
year ago as the 2020 season was rudely interrupted by the 
ultimate rudeness of COVID-19.

To see young men back on the diamond, along with 
the young women playing softball, who were also denied 
a year ago, is a welcome, pleasant sight.

On the college level, I am blessed to broadcast Del-
gado baseball games via webstream (www.delgadoathlet-
ics.com) and radio (99.1 FM and www.dolphinradio.org).

Legendary coach Joe Scheuermann has done a 
marvelous job over three decades and he has a pair of 
transfers from Nicholls who are outstanding in Ethan 
Lege and LSU signee Brayden Jobert.

For many years, I was blessed to call University of 
New Orleans baseball games, along with UNO basketball 
and there are memories to last a lifetime.

Ron Maestri, Tom Schwaner, Randy Bush and Tom 
Walter were a pleasure to work with and to work around.

Blake Dean is doing a solid job with the Privateers 
currently.

UNO was picked sixth in the Southland Conference 
but should compete well. It will be about pitching depth 
for Dean.

The Privateers offense is led by Luther Woullard, 
Salo Iza and Pearce Howard. Veteran shortstop Darren 
Willis is solid.

The pitching is led by Collin Kullivan, Chris Turpin, 
Kyle Khachadourian, Austin Acree and Brandon Mitchell.

Southeastern Louisiana was picked third in the 
Southland Conference and Matt Riser has done a superb 
job, carrying on what current athletic director Jay Ar-
tigues established in Hammond.

The Lions have a bevy of experienced players back 
and were impressive on the opening weekend of the sea-
son.

The offense should be led by Nick Ray, Jacob Burke, 
Champ Artigues and Eli Johnson while the pitching 
features Trey Shaffer, Grant Upton, Will Warren and Will 
Kinzeler.

Nicholls State was picked ninth in the league and 
the Colonels have a host of new players on hand.

The offense has solid hitters in Wes Toups, Austin 
Cain and Greg Anderberg while the pitching features 
Nick Heckman, Chase Gearing, Devin Desandro, Joe Tay-
lor and Nico Saltaformaggio.

Tulane was off to a great start a year ago, clearly  

 
 
the best talent and team that Travis Jewett has had in his 
tenure with the Green Wave.

Now in his fifth year, Jewett hopes that he has the 
pitching depth behind star Braden Olthoff to make a run 
at an American Athletic Conference title. Tyler Hoffman 
looks like a solid starter and Clifton Slagel is solid out of 
the bullpen, along with veteran Kegan Gilies.

The offense is led by Jared Hart, Collin Burns, 
Chase Englehard, Logan Stevens and Luis Aviles.

In Baton Rouge, it is hard to believe that Paul Main-
ieri is now in his 15th year on the job.

Mainieri has taken LSU to the College World Series 
five times, winning the national championship in 2009 
and leading the Tigers to a national runner-up finish in 
2017.

The Tigers did not make it to Omaha in 2018 or 
2019 and there was no College World Series in 2020.

At LSU, the demands on coaches are huge in base-
ball.

Skip Bertman ruined it for everyone that has fol-
lowed by winning six national championships.

Mainieri has done a good job but is still criticized by 
some who want more.

Can LSU deliver more this season?
If the Tigers do, it will be because of its front-line 

pitching, led by Jaden Hill, Landon Marceaux, Devin Fon-
tenot and Matthew Beck.

Will the Tigers hit well enough to become the team 
Mainieri wants his team to be?

There are good young players in Dylan Crews and 
Tre Morgan of Brother Martin.

There is experience in the middle of the lineup 
with Cade Beloso.

Zach Arnold has been encouraging early at short-
stop.

Giovanni DiGiacomo should be solid in the outfield.
It is great to see Xavier playing baseball, starting its 

program this season. The Gold Rush are playing at RBI 
Field at Wesley Barrow Stadium.

CoCo Simoneaux, Nigel Mayfield and Blair Freder-
ick are players to watch for Xavier.

Loyola continues its quest for success at Segnette 
Field in Westwego. The Wolfpack got off to a solid start, 
led offensively by Payton Alexander and Allen Dennis 
while top pitchers include Wyatt Lankford, Brett Fisack-
erly and Brenden Taravella.

On the junior college level, Nunez Community Col-
lege continues to grow its program in Chalmette at Noel 
Suarez Stadium.

As trees start to show green, golf courses start 
to turn green and fans who long to attend events are 
green with envy at those who do, the green of baseball 
diamonds are a pasture for taking solace in relaxation, 
entertainment and a respite from what has been a very 
trying year for everyone.

Batter-up, play ball and take me out to the ball-
game!   

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive 
officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports director 
of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts sports talk shows 
nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” 
on Friday nights during the football season and “The 
Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday 
mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the 
general manager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum 
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and does morning 
sports for all four Cumulus radio stations in the New 
Orleans area. Trahan serves as the president of Joyful 
Noise Ministries, works with Life Resources Ministries 
and is president and emcee of the Greater New Orleans 
Quarterback Club.

College baseball signals change 
of seasons, hopefully change of 
lifestyles
By Ken Trahan 

GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

Citizen Service  
Request System

NOW ONLINE! 
Residents who wish to make service requests -  

for a wide variety of issues related to city departments -  
can now use QAlert, a web-based software application  
that makes it possible for the city of Kenner to track,  

manage and resolve each request and then enter  
information on the site that allows residents to follow  

up through QAlert on the status of their request.

 Go to  
https://kennerla.qscend.com/311  

to go to the QAlert website.
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Airport

On February 25, 2021, the Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport (MSY) an-
nounced the election of two of its executives into 
leadership roles among the Airports Council Inter-
national – North America (ACI-NA) organization, 
the trade association representing commercial 

service airports in the United States and Canada.
Kevin Dolliole, Armstrong’s Director of 

Aviation, was elected to serve as the chair of 
ACI-NA’s Board Finance Committee. Kristina 
Bennett-Holmes, Armstrong’s Deputy Director 
of Aviation – Commercial Development, was 

elected to serve as vice chair of ACI-NA’s U.S. 
International Air Service Program.

“I am very proud to see our team continue to 
demonstrate that New Orleans is producing leaders 
who others around the country can look to for help 
in guiding the airport industry through these tumultu-
ous times,” said Judge Michael Bagneris, chair of the 
New Orleans Aviation Board.

Dolliole was elected to the ACI-NA Board of Di-
rectors in 2020 and now serves as chair of the Board 
Finance Committee. The Board Finance Committee 
acts on behalf of the ACI-NA Board to oversee finan-
cial controls, investment practices and to assist staff 
in the development of ACI-NA’s annual budget. In his 
new role, Dolliole also becomes a non-voting member 
of ACI-NA’s executive committee.

As the director of aviation for Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport (MSY), Dolliole 
manages operational, organizational and develop-
ment initiatives including the new $1 billion airport 
terminal. With more than 40 years of experience in 
the aviation industry, Dolliole has previously worked 
as director of airports at St. Louis Lambert Interna-
tional Airport and Aviation Director at San Antonio 
International Airport.

“ACI-NA plays an invaluable role in advocating 
for airports across North America and I am honored 
to be elected by my peers to serve as the board’s fi-
nance committee chair during such a critical time,” 

said Dolliole. “I look forward to working with the ACI 
staff to ensure the organization maintains a sound fi-
nancial position so they can continue the important 
work they do for the aviation industry.”

As vice chair of ACI-NA’s U.S. International Air 

Service Program, Bennett-Holmes will help lead their 
forum for U.S. Airports interested in international air 
service and related issues and promote the common 
interests of participating U.S. airports. The program 
focuses on development of international air services 
to U.S. communities and provides essential access to 
the negotiating table that allows for U.S. airports to 
promote and protect their interests with U.S. and for-
eign decision makers.

Among other duties, as Armstrong’s Deputy Di-
rector of Aviation – Commercial Development, Ben-
nett-Holmes is responsible for the recruitment and 
retention of air service at MSY. She led MSY’s efforts 
to restore transatlantic air service to New Orleans for 
the first time since the 1980s with the addition of Con-
dor Airlines’ nonstop flight to Frankfurt, Germany and 
British Airways’ nonstop flight to London, England in 
2017. In light of international travel restrictions due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Bennett-Holmes remains 
focused on retaining international air service once 
restrictions are lifted and is also still actively pursu-
ing new air service opportunities for the New Orleans 
market as they become available.  

New Orleans airport executives elected to Airports Council leadership positions
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$345,000
45 Osborne Avenue • Kenner

SALE PENDING

$299,000
406 Genet Drive, Arabi

FOR SALE

$199,900
8602 Palmetto Street • New Orleans

FOR SALE

KEVIN DOLLIOLE 
Director of Aviation

KRISTINA BENNETT-HOLMES 
Deputy Director of Aviation - 
Commercial Development

On February 12, 2021, USA Today 10Best Readers’ 
Choice travel award program announced that the Lou-
is Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (MSY) 
ranked third in its “2021 Best Large Airport contest.” 
The public voted for this honor after MSY was initially 
nominated among 12 other airports by a panel of travel 
industry experts.

“It is an outstanding achievement to have our 
airport named as one of the top three in the country,” 
said Judge Michael Bagneris, chair of the New Orleans 
Aviation Board. “This is proof positive that the city of 
New Orleans and the New Orleans Aviation Board’s 
investment in a new terminal facility was well worth it.”

“Not only have we been making significant invest-
ments in our airport’s infrastructure, but we have also 
been laser-focused on ensuring that our passengers 
receive the best possible customer service experi-
ence,” said Kevin Dolliole, the airport’s director of avia-
tion. “We are grateful that the panel of experts from 
USA Today recognized this by selecting MSY, and we 
would like to sincerely thank every individual from the 
Greater New Orleans Region and beyond who voted for 
us throughout the four-week voting period.”

The top ten winners in this category in order 
are Denver International Airport, Hartsfield-Jackson 

Atlanta International Airport, Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport, Dallas/Fort Worth In-
ternational Airport, Orlando International Airport, 
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, Nashville Inter-
national Airport, Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County 
Airport, Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport 
and Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.

In November 2019, MSY moved all 16 airlines to 
its new, 972,000 square-foot terminal and drastically 
improved the first thing visitors see when they arrive 
in New Orleans. The new terminal features three 
concourses, 35 gates, two new parking garages and a 
surface parking lot next to the terminal. It was built 
with the passenger experience in mind and features a 
consolidated checkpoint through which all passengers 
have access to more than 40 different food and retail 
concessions once beyond security.

Other amenities available in the new terminal in-
clude MSY-Fi – fast free Wi-Fi, outlets in 50 percent of 
seats in the gate areas, 11 water bottle refilling stations 
post-security, three mother’s rooms, fully-automated 
restrooms with sanitary seat covers, a pet relief area 
post-security, music venues located pre- and post-se-
curity and three curbside check-in locations with easy 
access to MSY’s Short Term Garage. 

New Orleans Airport named one of the top 3 
airports in the country
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Health

I have memories 
of growing up and my 
grandmother being 

able to predict rain or a cold front approaching. I was 
more in amazement when the day started out clear 
and then suddenly I found myself drenched from the 
rain she predicted earlier that day. For many years 
there have been those who believe that older genera-
tions suffering from arthritis could actually predict 
weather changes as they approach. Although docu-
mented research varies in opinion, there seems to be 
some validity to this weather forecasting.

Dr. Robert Newlin Jamison, Ph.D., chief psy-
chologist at the Pain Management Center at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital in Boston, looked for an asso-
ciation between weather and chronic pain in four cit-
ies – San Diego, Nashville, Boston and Worcester, a 
Massachusetts city with much colder temperatures 
than Boston. Dr. Jamison said that among all people 
interviewed about their chronic pain, two-thirds said 
they were fairly sure that weather seemed to affect 
their pain.

With all my research trying to find a common 
theory on how those who suffer with arthritis and 
chronic pain symptoms can predict rain or an ap-
proaching storm, I found one common denomina-
tor – barometric pressure. Barometric pressure is 
the weight of the atmosphere that surrounds us. If 
you imagine the tissues surrounding the joints to be 
like a balloon, high barometric pressure that pushes 
against the body from the outside will keep tissues 
from expanding. But barometric pressure often 
drops before bad weather sets in. This lower air pres-
sure pushes less against the body, allowing tissues to 
expand – and those expanded tissues can put pres-
sure on joints.

“It’s very microscopic and we can hardly notice, 

except that we have these sensations,” Dr. Jamison 
says.

James Fant, M.D., associate professor of medi-
cine and director of rheumatology at the Columbia 
School of Medicine’s University Specialty Clinics 
states, “Suppose you have an inflamed joint that is 
subject to swelling. If the barometric pressure is de-
creased, then that would allow the inflamed tissue to 
swell more, simply because there is less atmospheric 
pressure holding the tissue back. If there are nerves 
in that tissue, then those nerves would be stimulated 
by that swelling and that would translate into pain.”

Relief may be possible. During weather 
changes, people with arthritis can take a few steps 
to help in preventing the severity of these symptoms. 
Dressing in layers to stay warm, sleeping under an 
electric blanket and using a moist heating pad can 
help. Those who have arthritis in their hands can try 
using spandex gloves to help reduce swelling and 
keep moving. Exercising painful joints before going 
outside may help loosen up joint stiffness. The most 
important thing to remember is the pain or swelling 
are temporary with these weather changes and symp-
toms will subside.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department 
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at 
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be con-
tacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by 
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra 
Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to 
the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Why do I have more pain with 
weather changes? 
By Craig Goodwin

KENNER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Drug Tip Hotline
466-3073

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY

Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is a school focused 
on the growth of all members of

the community; students, teachers, and families 
a like. It is a diverse learning environment, seeing 
each student’s experiences and personalities as 
individual strengths that should be built upon and 
not disregarded. 

The students at Greenlawn are provided with the skills 
necessary to develop and

pursue opportunities for their own growth not just here at 
Greenlawn, or in school, but for the rest of their lives. Students 
are provided with opportunities to diversify their experiences

through individualized reading learning programs, keyboarding, 
library, health, physical education, and many other computer 
learning programs. Through this wide variety of learning experiences 
Greenlawn is intent on Growing Students, Growing the World.

The principal of Greenlawn is Kevin Nanney. Greenlawn is represented 
on the Jefferson Parish School Board by Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. 
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is located at 1500 38th Street in 
Kenner. For more information, visit jpschools.org/greenlawn or call 
(504) 468-1016.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

School
For Black History Month Benson School 
celebrates faculty teacher

Tom Benson’s School’s student of the year, Mirna 
Carabantes, completed a social studies research project 
about an influential African American individual in cel-
ebration of Black History Month. Carabantes conducted 
an interview with Doris Westley, a certified teacher at 
Benson. “Westley, who plays an influential role in Jeffer-

son Parish Schools and has been an employee of the Jef-
ferson Parish School System for almost five decades, is 
a charismatic educator who not only touches the minds 
and spirits of her students but her coworkers, too,” said 
Benson Principal John Starr. “Such rare influence is 
prized at Tom Benson School.”   
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It’s never too early to start planning for retire-
ment and the Social Security Administration’s online 
tools can make planning easier. To check Social Se-
curity earnings history, see personalized estimates of 
retirement benefits and find out how benefit amounts 
change depending on the age benefits are claimed, ac-
cess my Social Security account. To create a my Social 
Security account go to www.ssa.gov/myaccount.

It is important that everyone’s earnings history 
is correct because benefit amounts are based on the 
earnings reported to SSA. People are advised to check 
ongoing earnings yearly. If an error is found in earn-
ings history, contact the local SSA office by phone. 
Find local SSA office phone numbers by using the SSA 

Office Locator tool at www.ssa.gov/locator.
When ready to apply for Social Security retire-

ment benefits, complete an online application in as lit-
tle as 15 minutes at www.ssa.gov/benefits/retirement. 
SSA will contact applicants if additional information 
is needed.

Anyone can apply online for Social Security 
retirement benefits, or for benefits as a spouse, if at 
least age 61 and nine months old and are not currently 
receiving benefits on their own Social Security record, 
and, if benefits are to start no later than four months 
in the future.

Find out more about SSA online services at www.
ssa.gov/onlineservices.  

Check Social Security earnings history

on Aging facility in Rivertown, where seniors meet 
daily to eat, congregate and participate in activities. 
The facility is also a distribution point for the Meals 
on Wheels Program to eligible seniors in the area. The 
renovations were completed in November. The city 
also spent more than $162,000 for street rehabilita-
tion in low-moderate income areas that serve approxi-
mately 867 residents.

Under the direction of Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, 
the city recently created a separate Economic Devel-
opment Department devoted to expanding opportuni-
ties in the city. One major focus of the department is to 
provide opportunities for growth to businesses in Ri-
vertown. The mission of the Economic Development 
Department is consistent with the goals of the Con-
solidated Plan to expand community and economic 

development in areas of need. As part of that effort, 
the city of Kenner teamed with Delgado Community 
College to provide technical assistance to businesses 
currently in Rivertown as well as those looking to re-
locate. The city spent $8,200 to provide technical as-
sistance to 12 individuals to encourage investment in 
Rivertown.

Mayor Zahn has made finding federal grant 
money for the city, with the help of HUD, a priority. 
Both the mayor and I encourage anyone with ques-
tions or concerns to contact the department for more 
information.  

Kenner Community Development Director 
Tamithia Shaw can be reached at 468-7240 or at 
tshaw@kenner.la.us. The Kenner Community De-
velopment Department is located at 624 Williams 
Boulevard.

Shaw 
 from page 7

DONATE  TO  THE  FOOD  BANK
FINANCIAL DONATIONS CAN BE MADE BY CHECK OR 

MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO  
THE KENNER FOOD BANK
MAIL OR DROP OFF TO  

317 OXLEY STREET, KENNER 70062

FOOD DONATIONS ACCEPTED ON  
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 

FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 468-7220.
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Latin American News
Do I need to file a tax return?    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The U.S. Inter-
nal Revenue Service 
tax season started 
on February 12, 2021, 

when the tax agency began accepting and process-
ing 2020 tax year returns. Some people may not have 
to file a federal income tax return if income is below 
a certain amount. But an income tax return must be 
filed to claim a tax credit, withheld income tax re-
funds or if income was earned and reported with an 
International Tax Identification Number. The IRS 
issues ITINs for federal tax purposes and should be 
used for tax reporting only. ITINs do not authorize a 
person to work in the U.S. or provide eligibility for 
Social Security benefits.

In January, the IRS Identity Protection PIN 
Opt-In Program was expanded to all taxpayers 
who can properly verify their identity. An Identity 
Protection PIN is a six-digit number assigned to 
eligible taxpayers to help prevent their Social Se-
curity number from being used to file fraudulent 
federal income tax returns. This number helps 
the IRS verify a taxpayer’s identity and accept tax 
returns. This tool uses secure access authentica-
tion to verify a person’s identity. Taxpayers should 
review the secure access requirements before 
using the “Get an IP PIN” tool. For additional  
information visit www.irs.gov/identity-theft-
fraud-scams/get-an-identity-protection-pin or  

 
 
www.irs.gov/es/newsroom/identity-protection-
pin-program-will-soon-be-available-to-taxpayers-
nationwide.

Those who may be eligible for stimulus pay-
ments should carefully review the guidelines for the 

“Recovery Rebate Credit.” Most people received Eco-
nomic Impact Payments automatically and anyone 
who received the maximum amount does not need 
to include any information about their payments 
when they file their 2020 tax return. However, those 
who did not receive a payment or only received a 
partial payment may be eligible to claim the Re-
covery Rebate Credit when they file their 2020 tax 
return. Although income tax software programs 
greatly facilitate preparing tax returns, for many 
taxpayers having a local tax preparer is a fast and 
reliable way to submit a tax return with the IRS and 
to make sure it is accurate.

Choose a reputable tax preparer or company 
familiar with tax codes, tax credits and legal deduc-
tions. You can find a trained tax preparer at the 
IRS’s tax preparer directory, listed by zip code, on 
their website at https://irs.treasury.gov/rpo.jst. Cer-
tified public accountants can be checked with the 
state board of certified public accountants and law-
yers can be checked with the Louisiana State Bar 
Association.

You should ask in advance what the fee will 
be for processing your return. Do not use a tax pre-

parer who wants your tax refund deposited in their 
bank account. Make sure that your refund check is 
mailed to your address or direct deposited into your 
bank account. If the preparer offers you an advance 
refund, please note this is a loan and you should 
understand the payback conditions beforehand be-
cause this advance of your refund will probably cost 
you money.

The deadline to file federal taxes for most tax-
payers is April 15, 2021, unless you file for an exten-
sion. State taxes are due May 15, 2020. If you do not 
file and pay your taxes on time, you will be charged 
interest and a late payment penalty. For taxpayers 
that are due a refund, there is no penalty for filing 
a late return.

For more information visit www.irs.gov/filing. 
For Spanish, click on Español.

Community announcements
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans 

– Are you ready to become a U.S. Citizen? The U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services has updated 
the naturalization test for permanent residents ap-
plying for citizenship. Catholic Charities Immigra-
tion and Refugee Services is continuing to process 
citizenship applications and is offering free, online 
classes for citizenship – the next class will start in 
April. Catholic Charities can help file your applica-
tion at low cost. Exams are in English, except for 
people who have over 15 years of U.S. residence and 
are 55 years of age or have more than 20 years of 

residence and are 50 years of age. Please feel free 
to share this information on social media and refer 
questions to the Catholic Charities Citizenship Co-
ordinator Kelly Johnson at 310-6922 or kjohnson@
ccano.org.

Kenner City webpage – For information about 
city resources in Spanish go to www.kenneremer-
gencyresponse.com/resources.

I leave you with this thought. “No government 
can exist without taxation. This money must neces-
sarily be levied on the people; and the grand art con-
sists of levying so as not to oppress.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diver-
sity Coordinator, public relations officer for Rafa-
el E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordi-
nator, public relations officer for the Latin Ameri-
can Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) 
and serves on the governing board of directors of 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at 
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should 
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

19,40519,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER 
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE  

KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!
    WANT TO REACH  WANT TO REACH  

THOSE THOSE PEOPLE?PEOPLE?
  Call us to advertise! Call us to advertise! 468-468-91259125

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

DONATE TO THE  
KENNER FOOD BANK

468-7220
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GULFBANK.COM

Plexiglas shields in-house. The bank also extended 
drive-up hours, live hours for call-in services and 
the hours for in-bank appointments to better serve 
customers. For cases of extreme need, GCB bankers 
made house calls.

When the government announced the Payroll 
Protection Program (PPP), the bank decided not 
only to participate but to open the program to all 
applicants instead of only existing customers. This 
decision resulted in unprecedented loan growth of 
over $363 million.

In comparison to 2019, earnings slightly de-
creased due to the costs of dealing with the pan-
demic. Also, the PPP loans Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
Company implemented were essential to the busi-
ness community, however, the interest rate was only 
1 percent.

“I am deeply grateful to our employees who 
juggled childcare, elder care and customer care to 
meet community needs in this very difficult time. 
We grew more than we expected, and we helped all 
who asked,” Williams said.

Having grown from $1.7 billion in 2018 to $2.3 
billion in assets at year’s end in 2020, Louisiana-
based Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company serves its 
business and personal banking clients through its 
branches, loan production offices, trust and invest-
ment offices and business credit offices. It also of-
fers business credit nationally through Gulf Coast 
Business Credit. Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company 
has 19 branch locations across Southeast Louisiana 
and more than 45 total locations in 13 other states. 
For more information about Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
Company, visit gulfbank.com or call 1-800-223-2060. 
Engage with Gulf Coast Bank on Facebook and Twit-
ter at @gulfcoastbank.  

Gulf Coast Bank 
 from page 1

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food 
with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions 
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe 
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
Mini Mint Cheesecake TartsMini Mint Cheesecake Tarts 
By foodieforone.com

We have something green for St. Patrick’s Day and grandson We have something green for St. Patrick’s Day and grandson 
Nathan says these tarts taste just like mint chocolate chip ice cream!Nathan says these tarts taste just like mint chocolate chip ice cream!

Treat yourself! And may the luck of the Irish always travel with you!Treat yourself! And may the luck of the Irish always travel with you!

INGREDIENTSINGREDIENTS

1 chocolate graham crust, crumbled1 chocolate graham crust, crumbled

Filling: 16 ounces cream cheese; 1/2 cup granulated sugar; 2 eggs, 1 teaspoon mint extract (can Filling: 16 ounces cream cheese; 1/2 cup granulated sugar; 2 eggs, 1 teaspoon mint extract (can 
omit); 4 drops green food coloring; 1 cup mini chocolate chipsomit); 4 drops green food coloring; 1 cup mini chocolate chips

Frosting: 1 1/3 cups powdered sugar; 1/2 cup butter, softened; 2 tablespoons cocoa powder; 2 Frosting: 1 1/3 cups powdered sugar; 1/2 cup butter, softened; 2 tablespoons cocoa powder; 2 
tablespoons milktablespoons milk

DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 325°. Line cupcake tin with paper cupcake liners and press crumbled chocolate 
crust into each liner. Pour all fi lling ingredients in a 
bowl except mini chips. Mix until smooth. Fold in 
chips with a spoon. Fill each liner to the top with 
cream cheese batter. Bake for 25 minutes. Cool 
then refrigerate for at least four hours. Whip frosting 
ingredients for 5 minutes till fl uffy. Frost tarts 
and sprinkle with a few mini chips!and sprinkle with a few mini chips!

foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food 

Preheat oven to 325°. Line cupcake tin with paper cupcake liners and press crumbled chocolate Preheat oven to 325°. Line cupcake tin with paper cupcake liners and press crumbled chocolate 
crust into each liner. Pour all fi lling ingredients in a crust into each liner. Pour all fi lling ingredients in a 
bowl except mini chips. Mix until smooth. Fold in bowl except mini chips. Mix until smooth. Fold in 
chips with a spoon. Fill each liner to the top with chips with a spoon. Fill each liner to the top with 
cream cheese batter. Bake for 25 minutes. Cool cream cheese batter. Bake for 25 minutes. Cool 
then refrigerate for at least four hours. Whip frosting then refrigerate for at least four hours. Whip frosting 
ingredients for 5 minutes till fl uffy. Frost tarts ingredients for 5 minutes till fl uffy. Frost tarts 

Millage renewals 
 from page 1

service, 174 responses to hazardous conditions and 171 calls for public assistance.
This millage renewal would continue to help fund necessary and ongoing life-saving water rescue, active 

fire, hazardous materials and other important training for the city’s firefighters and upgrade necessary firefight-
ing equipment such as pump trucks, rescue vehicles and fire facilities.

The Kenner Fire Department relies on this millage for more than a third of its funding.
Garbage millage renewal – 1.61 mills

The renewal of the existing 1.61 mills for garbage service pays for trash collection and waste removal from 
the city’s residences and businesses, landfill fees, as well as services and maintenance provided at the city’s 
woody waste drop off and recyclable transfer station. All trash pickup vehicles and drivers are constantly moni-
tored to ensure the entire process is timely and efficient.

Nearly 80 percent of the funding for sanitation service in Kenner is provided through this millage and a 
monthly user fee, included on water bills. The residential user fee is $14.46 and the commercial monthly cost is 
$20.36.
Sewer services millage renewal – 1.14 mills

The city handles 1.4 billion gallons of sewerage every year, which drains from homes and businesses into 
the city’s sewerage system, travels through hundreds of miles of pipelines and undergoes a rigorous 10-hour treat-
ment and sedimentation process before being pumped to the Mississippi River.

The renewal of this essential 1.14 mills would continue funding the safe and efficient operation of the plant 
day-to-day, responsive maintenance for immediate repairs and ongoing preventive maintenance as well as neces-
sary improvements to an aging system.

The city of Kenner is saving an estimated $1 million dollars in management fees since acquiring autono-
mous control of the sewer department. This millage and a monthly user fee of $4.35 per thousand gallons on each 
water bill helps to fund these important Sewer services for Kenner residents.

How to calculate what a homeowner will pay
First, determine the assessed value of your home. The Jefferson Parish Assessor has that information. If it 

is $250,000, for example, take 10 percent of that amount because residential property is assessed at 10 percent. 
Then, subtract the $75,000 homestead exemption ($7,500) and multiply the result by one mill, or .001. Once you 
have that figure, multiply it by the amount of the millage.

For the fire protection millage: ($25,000-$7,500 = $17.500 x .001 = $17.50 x 7.4 = $129.50 per year.
For the garbage millage: ($25,000-$7,500 = $17.500 x .001 = $17.50 x 1.61 = $28.18 per year.
For the sewer millage: ($25,000-$7,500 = $17.500 x .001 = $17.50 x 1.14 = $19.95 per year.
Early voting is from April 10 to April 17, excluding Sunday, April 11, 2021.   

City of Kenner sewerage treatment plant
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3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

addressing general health concerns, they can also 
answer questions on the emerging health issues 
today, such as COVID-19 and vaccine information.

“A number of patients have asked me if they 
should get the vaccine, even if they’ve already had 
the COVID-19 virus,” said Dr. Alphonse. “We recom-
mend that everyone receive the vaccine as soon 
as they are eligible and able to do so. At this time, 
there just isn’t enough information available to de-

termine how long someone would be immune after 
having the virus.”

Dr. Alphonse cautions that patients should 
continue to wear a mask in public and social dis-
tance even after having COVID-19 or receiving the 
vaccine. “These measures, along with practicing 
proper hand hygiene, are still the best ways to re-
duce your chances of being exposed or spreading 
the virus until we can end the pandemic,” she said.

To schedule a primary care appointment with 
Dr. Alphonse at OMC-Driftwood, call 464-8588.  

Ochsner 
 from page 1

and water bottles and #2 containers such as milk, 
juice, shampoo and detergent containers only.

Cardboard. boxboard and drink cartons 
should be flattened. Corrugated, paperboard 
boxes, shoe cereal and cracker boxes are accepted. 
Residents are asked to flatten corrugated boxes 
and place in the recycling can or on the ground 
next to the can.

Paper such as junk mail, coupons, white or 
colored paper, gift wrap, envelopes, paper grocery 
bags, paper shopping bags, catalogs, magazines, 

newspaper and inserts, telephone books and 
paperback books can be recycled. Metal such as 
empty washed small aluminum and steel cans are 
acceptable.

Republic Services has a recycling simplified 
website, https://recyclingsimplified.com/recy-
cling-basics, that can be used as a learning tool for 
residents and teachers that offers an informative 
video, other information and tips explaining the 
ins and outs of proper recycling.

Any residents wanting to contact IV Waste 
for more information should visit their website at 
ivwaste.com/kenner or call 224-8471.  

Recycling 
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455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
A

 L
ic

en
se

 #
28

61
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
          Cell 456-1300          Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removalTree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading

FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction
All landscape needsAll landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience
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Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Treasure Chest 
 from page 1

being conducted on arrival and all guests are re-
quired to wear facial coverings. Hand sanitizer is 
available and complimentary for all guests.”

Guest spaces, including slot machines, chairs, 
table games, restaurants, kitchens, restrooms, doors, 
handrails, elevators, counters, ATMs, kiosks and 
team member areas are cleaned and disinfected 
multiple times daily with EPA-approved products. 
The frequency of air filter replacement and HVAC 
system cleaning has been increased.

Slots, table games and dining areas are config-
ured and limited to adhere to social distancing rec-
ommendations. Guest occupancy limits set forth by 
state officials are followed on the gaming floors and 
in the dining area. COVID-19 training, health screen-
ings and masks are provided to all Treasure Chest 
team members.

Guests are required to enter the property 
through designated entrances and signs have been 
placed at the designated entrances outlining a 
checklist of COVID-19 symptoms, requesting that 
guests do not enter the property if they are exhib-
iting these symptoms. Upon entry, a Treasure Chest 
team member reminds guests to wear their face cov-
ering while on the property. Face coverings are pro-
vided free of charge upon request. Treasure Chest 
team members are required to wear face coverings 
at all times.

All Treasure Chest team members and guests 
are asked to follow good social distancing practices 
by standing at least six feet away from any person 
who is not in their group. The casino has re-arranged 
various areas of the casino to ensure guests are able 
to maintain this distance, including re-configuration 
of restaurant tables, slot machines and other physi-
cal layouts. 

Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed 
at key areas throughout the casino, including the 
entrance area, lobby areas, casino floors, restaurant 
entrance, cashier cages, restrooms and elevator 
landings.

Safety reminders regarding health and hygiene 
reminders are posted throughout the casino, includ-
ing the proper way to wear, handle and dispose of 
face coverings, in compliance with CDC recommen-
dations.

All Treasure Chest team members are screened 
for temperature each time they enter the casino, us-
ing minimally intrusive technologies such as tempo-
ral thermometers and/or other thermal screening 
technology. Temperature checks on guests are taken 
upon arrival. Any person registering a temperature 
higher than 100.4°F will not be allowed entry and 
will be directed towards appropriate medical care.

All Treasure Chest team members have been 
instructed to frequently wash their hands for at least 

20 seconds or to use hand sanitizer if handwashing is 
not possible. Handwashing will be required after cer-
tain activities, including using the restroom, sneez-
ing, cleaning, sweeping, mopping, smoking, eating, 
drinking, entering and leaving the gaming floor, go-
ing on break and before or after starting a shift.

All Treasure Chest team members have re-
ceived training on COVID-19 safety and sanitation 
protocols, with specialized training for team mem-
bers who have frequent guest contact including 
food and beverage, environmental services, casino 
operations and security. Mandatory training in-
cludes proper handwashing, cleaning techniques 
and proper use of protective equipment, including 
gloves and facemasks. Appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment will be worn by all team members 
based on their role and responsibilities and in ad-
herence to the state and local regulations and guid-
ance. Training on how to properly use and dispose of 
all PPE is mandatory. Every team member on prop-
erty is provided a face covering and is required to 
wear it while working in the presence of guests and/
or other team members. Gloves have been provided 
to team members whose responsibilities require 
them as determined by medical experts, including 
environmental services, security officers and food 
and beverage.

Health and hygiene reminders are posted 
throughout team member areas in compliance with 
CDC recommendations. These signs remind team 
members of the proper way to wear, handle and dis-
pose of masks, proper use of gloves, good handwash-
ing techniques, the importance of covering coughs 
and sneezes and to avoid touching their faces.

Every other slot machine and video poker 
machine has been turned off or the slot areas have 
been reconfigured to allow for physical separation 
between guests. Casino management closely moni-
tors the gaming areas to ensure that guests do not 
congregate around slots.

Table games have a maximum occupancy based 
on the type of game. Guests are discouraged from 
congregating behind players. All game tables, chairs, 
fixtures, layouts and game pieces are being cleaned 
and disinfected often. All cards are being dealt face 
up with only the dealer touching the cards. Dice are 
cleaned and disinfected prior to a new shooter.

Café Pontchartrain is open daily offering a vari-
ety of traditional New Orleans foods, including ham-
burgers, po-boys, salads and daily specials. The café 
is open Monday and Tuesday from 4:00 p.m. until 
10:00 p.m., on Wednesday and Thursday from 11:00 
a.m. until midnight, on Friday and Saturday from 
11:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. and on Sunday from 11:00 
a.m. until 2:00 a.m.

Treasure Chest Casino opens every day at 8:00 
a.m. and closes at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday through 
Thursday and closes at 5:00 a.m. on Friday and 
Saturday.   
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CASINO HOURS
Sunday - Thursday 8:00am - 2:00am  |  Friday & Saturday: 8:00am - 5:00am 

Table games open at 4:00pm daily.

 OPEN
MONDAY & TUESDAY 
4:00pm - 10:00pm 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
11:00am - Midnight
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
11:00am - 3:00am

SUNDAY 
11:00am - 2:00am

FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021
8:00am - 10:00pm

The perfect kitchen tool for all your 
SMOOTHIES, COCKTAILS & MILKSHAKES!

Simply earn 125 Tier Credits, then swipe 
at any kiosk to receive a voucher 

for your personal blender!
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TITANIUM & ONYX B Connected Members 
receive their gift for FREE!


