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See a provider from home  
24/7 with an Ochsner 

Anywhere Care virtual visit.  
Visit ochsner.org/anywhere

If you are in need of care,  
our team is here for you.

Stay connected to your healthcare 
from the comfort of your home with 

the MyOchsner patient portal. 
Visit ochsner.org/myo

•  Message your provider 24/7
•  Request prescription refills
•  Check your test results

Now and 
always, your 
health is our 

priority.

With a full house of more than 100 people at 
a public meeting held at Heritage Hall on June 22, 
2021, proposed plans were presented for redevel-
opment of The Esplanade mall and the revitaliza-
tion of Rivertown that included a vision for the 
mall site as Kenner’s city center and Rivertown 
as a thriving arts, entertainment and innovation 
district.

Those plans were delivered by TSW, a plan-
ning, architecture and landscape architecture 
firm in Atlanta, which has been working since 
November 2020 to come up with a vision for the 
future development of both Rivertown and The 
Esplanade site. Candace Watkins and Kenner’s 
Economic Development team applied for and were 

awarded a $180,000 grant by the Louisiana Office 
of Community Development Disaster Recovery 
Unit to fund the TSW work.

“Taking full advantage of both The Esplanade 
site and Rivertown is very important for the city’s 
economic future, and we are excited to have these 
recommendations from TSW,” Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn said.

The next step in the process is for the TSW 
recommendations to be presented at the August 5, 
2021, Kenner City Council meeting.

Many residents who attended the meeting 
stayed after to present written feedback for the 
consultants who will consider all that information 

Research firm reveals redevelopment plans for Rivertown and The Esplanade mall

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company’s “Auctions in August” fundraiser is 
a silent auction hosted at each of their 19 branches and online during the 
month of August.

Sheila Englert, marketing director, says “Auctions in August is a win-
win deal. Donors are recognized for the entire month of August and their 
designated nonprofits receive 100 percent of the funds raised.” Englert 
added, “We encourage individuals, businesses and non-profits to make 
donations now. It’s simple, just download and complete a donation form 
from AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM for each item valued at $50 or more and 
bring it to any Gulf Coast Bank branch. At the end of the auction, winning 
bidders write their checks directly to the non-profits designated by the 
donors. The items can be gift certificates for restaurants, hotel stays, spa  

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company seeking donations for “Auctions in 
August” fundraiser event to benefit non-profits
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In July 2021, the Kenner Star, always a free 
newspaper, will begin its 30th year as the city of Ken-
ner’s only hometown monthly newspaper. With a cir-
culation of almost 20,000 copies, the Kenner Star is 
unique in its method of distribution, being delivered 
free by direct mail to the mailbox of all registered 
voter households in the city of Kenner.

“We are happy to have always been a free month-
ly publication and are proud to be dedicated to in-
forming Kenner residents about local community, 
civic, charitable and governmental events occurring 
in the city,” said Candy Lovitt, Kenner Star managing 
editor and marketing director. “Because of our loyal 
advertiser support, we are able to bring the Kenner 
Star to our city’s residents each month. We sincerely 
thank our advertisers for helping us provide our 
newspaper for residents to enjoy as we report on and 
inform about the city’s progress. The positive com-
ments from loyal readers who enjoy receiving our 
newspaper are gratifying. We will continue to provide 
community news, government updates and informa-
tion that is enlightening, educational and interesting 
every month.”

In each Kenner Star edition, local business 
owners and professionals contribute informational 
columns thereby providing readers with material 
relevant to them.

“We have always wanted to help local businesses 
and business owners who have invested their time 
and money in our city,” said Lovitt. “And we encour-
age Kenner residents to shop and patronize those lo-
cal advertisers, especially now as things have opened 
up after all the pandemic shutdowns.”

The Kenner Star, published by Kenner Star, 
Inc., a privately-owned company, converted to a 
monthly publication in 1993, and is also distributed 
to about 100 pickup locations throughout the city. 
Visit the Kenner Star’s website for past editions and 
more information at www.kennerstar.com. 

Kenner Star 
serves 29 years as 
city’s community 
newspaper
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The Rivertown Space Science Complex re-opened its doors to visitors on 
June 1, following months of shutdowns and closures due to the pandemic, and 
the array of museums, theaters, shops and restaurants throughout Rivertown 
are now eager to welcome visitors.

“Rivertown is a very special place and it’s exciting to have all of our attrac-
tions now available in time for a wonderful summer of fun,” Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn said. “We invite everyone to reconnect with Rivertown or to stop by and see 
everything we have to offer.”

Since the Space Science Complex reopened, dozens of camp groups and 
public visitors have “spaced out” amid exhibits focused on optical illusions, 
weather, space travel, insects and more. A fresh coat of paint and a new area 
dedicated to the psychology of color greets returning patrons.

Rivertown sizzles with 
summertime fun!

TSW planning firm presented revitalization plans for Rivertown  
and The Esplanade mall on June 22, 2021 at a public meeting.

Bidders will have the entire month of August to participate in the  
annual charity Gulf Coast Bank’s “Auctions in August.”

With a team of highly trained orthopedic surgeons and experienced clini-
cians utilizing innovative surgical and rehabilitation equipment, Ochsner Medi-
cal Center-Kenner (OMC-Kenner) provides specialized orthopedic care close to 
home with the latest treatment options so you can get better faster.

OMC-Kenner orthopedic patients spend fewer days in the hospital, benefit 
from low hospital readmission rates 
and fewer complications after sur-
gery, as compared to the national 
average.
Joint replacements

The orthopedic team per-
forms knee and hip replacements, including hip replacements with anterior 
approach (from the front of the hip). Our surgeons are experienced in all major 
joint replacement techniques and same-day total joint replacement surgeries are 
performed at OMC-Kenner.

“Joint replacement surgery is one of the most common orthopedic surger-
ies in the U.S. and improvements in technology and techniques have made these 
procedures safer and more reliable than ever,” said Vinod Dasa, M.D., orthopedic 
surgeon, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. “Nonsurgical treatments may relieve 
your pain and disability, but if those efforts fail, we offer patients modern surgical 
options with short hospital stays and quick recovery.”

Specialized orthopedic care 
available at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner
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Musicals coming to Rivertown Theater for the Performing Arts this season.
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Rivertown & the Esplanade Mall 

Revitalization Plans

City Council Meeting to review 
Rivertown & the Esplanade Mall Revitalization Plans

Thursday, August 5, 2021 @ 5:30 PM

ORProject Website:
https://bit.ly/3s3jipG

Use your phone or tablet’s 
camera on the QR code:

Meeting Location: Kenner City Park Pavilion 

7PM:  LASER RETRO 
(Totally 80’s POP!)

8PM:  LASER GENESIS 
(INCREDIBLE HITS!)

9PM:  LASER JOURNEY 
(CHART TOPPERS!)

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 
2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.

For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us

NO advanced ticket sales available…Box Office opens at 6:30 PM for all late night shows!

TICKETS ARE $5 PER PERSON PER SHOW

JULY 9, 2021

7PM:  LASER U2 
(ROCK wITH A PURPOSE!)

8PM:  ROCKETMAN 
(PIANO MAN’S BEST!)

9PM:  LASER QUEEN 
(TRAILBLAZING!)

JULY 16, 2021

JULY 23, 2021

7PM:  RUSH 2112 
   (LEGENDARY!)

8PM:  LASER METALLICA 
(HEAVY METAL HITS!)

9PM:  PINK FLOYD’S

the WALL
(CLASSIC!)

JULY 30, 2021

8PM:  LASER METALLICA 
HEAVY METAL HITS!)

7PM:  LASER VINYL 
(CLASSIC 80’s ROCK!)

8PM:  LASER ZEPPELIN 
(GREATEST HITS!)

9PM:  PINK FLOYD’S

Dark side of the moon
      (Groundbreaking!)

           Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Laser Planetarium

ANDAND CLOSED
Sat., July 3

one world one sky:one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may 
live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon 
fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. 
Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through his 
eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s hearts and 
minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient 
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groupsTuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLYGENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★★     Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m. Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per showAdmission: Adults, $6 per show  ★★    Children/Seniors, $5 per show Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★★    Multi-show packages availableMulti-show packages available

www.kenner.la.uswww.kenner.la.us                show schedule subject to changeshow schedule subject to change

Big Bird’s Big Bird’s 
AdventureAdventure

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

The cowboy astronomerThe cowboy astronomer
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  
Come roam the range and star gaze the cowboy way in this light-hearted planetarium show 
narrated by cowboy humorist Baxter Black. From the depths of the countryside, free from 
light pollution follow the Milky Way and star hop from Polaris to the Pleiades.

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s 

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Schedule:

Appointment Only: Tues-Fri       Schools/Camps/Groups
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.

General Public: Saturdays Only
Box Office opens at 10:45 am

One World, One Sky: 11:00 am
Flying Monsters: 12:00 pm and 2:00 pm
Laser Spirit: 1:00 pm
Magic Tree House: 3:00 pm

Admission:

E-mail HHUUhglorioso@kenner.la.usUUHH or call 
504-468-7231 for information and group rates. 

Adults    $6.00 per show 
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show

           Multi-show packages available

*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana  70062 www.kenner.la.us
504-468-7231 or 504-468-7211

One World, One Sky: Big 
Bird’s Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their 
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu 
as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon 
in the night sky.  Take an 
imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is 
from Earth.  Audiences will 
see that even though friends 
may live in different countries, 
we all share the same sky!
Running time:  27 minutes

  
                              Presented by:

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to 
uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a 
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day 
jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in 
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the 
size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

Running time:  40 minutes

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue!  From patriotic to pop, this 
show rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.  

Running Time:  40 minutes

Magic Tree House:  Space Mission

Based on the beloved Magic Tree 
House book series, Magic Tree 
House Space Mission launches the 
intrepid Jack and Annie on a fun-
filled journey to discover the secrets 
of the Sun, Moon, planets, space 
travel and more. Aligned with early 
elementary information skills-
learning objectives, this beautifully 
produced show is a winner with 
Magic Tree House fans of all ages.

Running time:  30 minutes

         

         NEW
SHOW!

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  Get into the “spirit” with 
a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show rocks to a 
wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s 

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Schedule:

Appointment Only: Tues-Fri       Schools/Camps/Groups
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.

General Public: Saturdays Only
Box Office opens at 10:45 am

One World, One Sky: 11:00 am
Flying Monsters: 12:00 pm and 2:00 pm
Laser Spirit: 1:00 pm
Magic Tree House: 3:00 pm

Admission:

E-mail HHUUhglorioso@kenner.la.usUUHH or call 
504-468-7231 for information and group rates. 

Adults    $6.00 per show 
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show

           Multi-show packages available

*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana  70062 www.kenner.la.us
504-468-7231 or 504-468-7211

One World, One Sky: Big 
Bird’s Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their 
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu 
as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon 
in the night sky.  Take an 
imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is 
from Earth.  Audiences will 
see that even though friends 
may live in different countries, 
we all share the same sky!
Running time:  27 minutes

  
                              Presented by:

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to 
uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a 
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day 
jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in 
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the 
size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

Running time:  40 minutes

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue!  From patriotic to pop, this 
show rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.  

Running Time:  40 minutes

Magic Tree House:  Space Mission

Based on the beloved Magic Tree 
House book series, Magic Tree 
House Space Mission launches the 
intrepid Jack and Annie on a fun-
filled journey to discover the secrets 
of the Sun, Moon, planets, space 
travel and more. Aligned with early 
elementary information skills-
learning objectives, this beautifully 
produced show is a winner with 
Magic Tree House fans of all ages.

Running time:  30 minutes

         

         NEW
SHOW!

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s

OUT OF THIS WORLD!
           Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Laser Planetarium

One World, One Sky: Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their 
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as 
they locate the Big Dipper, the North 
Star, and the Moon in the night sky.  
Take an imaginary trip to the moon 
and discover how different it is from 
Earth.  Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different 
countries, we all share the same sky!

Running time:  27 minutes

                              Presented by:

Flying Monsters

Set out to uncover the truth 
about the dinosaur cousin, the 
pterosaur, with a wingspan of 
approximately 40 feet and equal 
to that of a modern-day jet 
plane.

Running time:  40 minutes

Dream to Fly

Since the beginning of history, 
people have dreamed of flying.  
Open your hearts to new ideas
about flight, and learn how 
generations of dreamers pursued 
the ancient impulse that has taken 
us from the ground to the stars.
Running time:  35 minutes

Admission:

E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 
504-468-7231 for information and group rates. 

Adults    $6.00 per show 
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show
*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

Multi-Show Packages Available

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Schedule:
Appointment Only: Tues-Fri       Schools/Camps/Groups

Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.

General Public: Saturdays Only 
Box Office opens at 10:45 am

One World, One Sky: 11:00 am
Flying Monsters: 12:00 pm 
Spirit of America: 1:00 pm
Dream to Fly: 2:00 pm
CAPCOM GO! The Apollo Story: 3:00 pm

Kenner Planetarium      2020 Fourth Street     Kenner, Louisiana     70062
www.kenner.la.us     504-468-7231

CAPCOM GO! 
The Apollo Story

Enjoy an immersive, historical 
documentary that showcases the 
achievements of the Apollo program 
and what it took to put the first 
human on the Moon.  Capcom Go! 
introduces a new generation to the 
immense challenges NASA overcame 
and will inspire them to become the 
explorers, designers, engineers, 
thinkers and dreamers of the future.

Running time:  28 minutes

SEPTEMBER 2019

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue!  From patriotic to pop, this show rocks 
to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.  Selections include 

Servicemen on Parade, God Bless America, the Star Spangled Banner and many other familiar favorites!

Running Time:  40 minutes

 
   
 
          

NNEEWW 
SSHHOOWW!! CAPCoM Go! The Apollo Story 

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running Time: 28 minutes  
Enjoy an immersive, historical documentary that showcases the achievements of the Apollo 
program and what it took to put the fi rst human on the Moon. Capcom Go! introduces a new 
generation to the immense challenges NASA overcame and will inspire them to become the 
explorers, designers, engineers, thinkers and dreamers of the future. 
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4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
VIEW A 360 DEGREE 

VIRTUAL TOUR: 

Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care
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Federal law requires wearing a mask 
at all times in and on the airport.

Ready for travel
whenever
you are.
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The considerable power of Governor John Bel Edwards
By Jeff Crouere

It’s hard for me 
to believe that 30 
years has gone by in 
a flash.

It was three decades ago that I signed on 
as editor of the Kenner Star, a community news-
paper for one of the Gulf South’s most important 
suburban cities.

Now here we are, one of the most successful 
community newspapers in the nation, read each 
month in more than 20,000 households. While ad-
mitting my bias, I think the Kenner Star is filled 
with important, relevant information and opinion 
columns, including mine.

The lion’s share of credit goes to Candy Lo-
vitt, our managing editor and advertising direc-
tor. There is no way the Kenner Star could have 
survived and prospered for 30 years without her 
efforts.

I also believe that the Kenner Star is a 

great vehicle for our advertisers. Over the years, 
I’ve interviewed many of them and done stories 
in the newspaper about them. As a group, they 
are unanimously in agreement that their Kenner 
Star advertisements have helped their business-
es prosper. What I’ve noted about them is their 
love for the city of Kenner and the pride they take 
in being Kenner entrepreneurs.

My most searing memory of the last 30 years, 
not surprisingly, is Hurricane Katrina. I espe-
cially remember the Kenner police, firefighters 
and public works employees who went out in that 
horrible storm to rescue folks who were trapped 
by rising waters. No one wanted to go out in that 
storm, but there were lives at stake. So, they went. 
Thank God, they all came back in one piece but 
very soaked.

Over the years, I have helped cover six Ken-
ner mayors and dozens of Kenner City Councilp-
ersons. All of the Kenner mayors have been highly 
competent and motivated by a love of the city. 
The current mayor – Ben Zahn – has been excep-

tional in every way. In much the same way, the 
Kenner councilpersons that I’ve seen have been 
dedicated and committed to the city’s well-being. 
Serving as a Kenner mayor or councilperson are 
jobs that require true commitment.

I also helped cover three Kenner police 
chiefs, including the current one, Michael Glaser. 
All, including Chief Glaser, have done an excel-
lent job, making Kenner one of the safest cities 
in the Gulf South. I admire the professionalism of 
Chief Glaser and his ranking officers.

The most positive stories for me have been 
stories about the people of Kenner, their good-
ness and their caring attitudes about the city. I 
have also enjoyed covering stories about major fi-
nancial investments in the city that have enabled 
Kenner to be prosperous and provide residents 
an excellent quality of life. These include the 
referendum to permit the Treasure Chest casino 
to operate, the investment of Ochsner Health 
Systems in their Kenner operations, the opening 
of a $30 million Ronnie Lamarque automotive 

center, the opening of a billion dollar terminal at 
the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport in the center of Kenner, the opening of a 
139,000 square foot Target retail store, the move 
of the heralded Kenner Discovery Health Scienc-
es to a $51 million campus and the opening of a 
$25 million 15-acre CarMax dealership.

In short, I believe the future of Kenner is 
breathtaking but that doesn’t mean there aren’t 
challenges that will require strong, visionary 
leadership.

My hope is that in 20 years, there will be 
a big celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
Kenner Star. I won’t be around for that one, but I 
hope someone will have a nice word to say about 
the old guy who was the newspaper’s first editor 
and loved to report on all the good things about 
Kenner.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allankatz100@gmail.com.

In some ways, it’s hard to believe the Kenner Star is 30 years old
By Allan Katz

Political

In the Deep 
South, Louisiana is 
the only state to have 
a Democrat serving as 
governor. This is quite 

unusual since Louisiana is a very conservative state 
that gave a strong majority of its votes to President 
Donald Trump in the 2016 and 2020 elections.

Among the state’s congressional delegation, 
there is only one Democrat. Other than Louisiana 
Governor John Bel Edwards, every other statewide 
elected official is a Republican. In the Louisiana Leg-
islature, Republicans comprise approximately two-
thirds of the members in both the House and Senate.

Louisiana’s Democratic governor has few 
ideological colleagues among his fellow elected 
officials in the state. Nevertheless, he wields con-
siderable power and has not been reluctant to ex-
ercise his vast authority.

He was successful in choosing leaders for both 
legislative branches by cobbling together a coali-
tion of Democrats and moderate Republicans. Thus, 
even though his party has very few House and Senate 
seats, Edwards, not Republican Party leaders, effec-
tively dominates the Louisiana Legislature.

As governor, Edwards controls a large num-
ber of appointments to state government, which 
has grown considerably during his tenure. Since 
Edwards became governor, the state budget has in-
creased by $8 billion.

During the beginning stages of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Edwards took strong action with mask 
mandates and restrictions for businesses and indi-
viduals. Even though his decisions were unpopular 
with many legislators and other statewide elected 
officials, such as Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry, these decisions were never overturned by 
any court decision.

He controls the budget and can use his line-
item veto to nix projects in districts represented 
by Republican legislators who oppose his agenda. 

In the recently completed session, Edwards ve-
toed projects in the districts of Representatives 
Blake Miguez (R-Erath), Danny McCormick (R-
Oil City) and Jack McFarland (R-Jonesboro), 
three of his most vocal critics.

He also vetoed a bill by Miguez that would 
have eliminated the ability of an outside donor, 
such as Facebook owner Mark Zuckerberg, to 
contribute money to Louisiana to defray election 
costs. Miguez complained that the veto shows the 
governor “thinks it’s okay to let private funds, like 
‘Zuckerbucks,’ pay for state run elections ultimate-
ly influencing the outcome.”

It was the second year in a row that Edwards 
vetoed such a bill by Miguez. In justifying his veto, 
Edwards claimed that the legislative debate on the 
issue featured “overheated rhetoric” and that the bill 
could have prevented “the local VFW from providing 
donuts for election workers on election day.”

Once the governor vetoes a project it is almost 
never overridden by the legislature. In fact, Louisi-
ana has never held a special veto override session. 
Thus, whatever decision the governor makes wields 
considerable power.

It is impressive that Governor Edwards is exer-
cising such power at this point in his career. Having 
won the governor’s race in 2015 and winning re-elec-
tion in 2019, although by a slim margin, he cannot 
run for a third term in 2023. In essence, he is a politi-
cal lame duck.

His political options are slim in Louisiana. 
Theoretically, he could challenge U.S. Senator John 
Kennedy (R-Madisonville) who runs for re-election 
next year, although his chances would be remote. 
Kennedy is extremely popular in Louisiana and also 
has built a strong national following due to years of 
appearances on cable television networks.

Another option for Edwards also seems im-
probable. The Biden administration has still not 
appointed an ambassador to the Vatican. While 
most Vatican experts do not include Louisiana 
Governor John Bel Edwards on their list of favor-
ites for the position, he is still considered to have 

an outside chance for the appointment.
There is precedent for a Louisiana politician to 

be selected as U.S. Ambassador to the Vatican. The 
late Lindy Boggs, who served as the state’s congress-
woman for the second district, was the country’s am-
bassador to the Holy See from 1997 to 2001.

The rumors about Edwards being selected 
for the Vatican position have been swirling for 
months and for good reason. When President Joe 
Biden visited Louisiana recently, he compared 
pocket rosaries with Edwards. Both men are 
Catholic, but Edwards is pro-life, unlike Biden. 
This position is in line with Catholic teaching, and 
he is one of the few prominent pro-life Democrats 
remaining in the party. Obviously, the Vatican 
would prefer the U.S. Ambassador to hold posi-
tions consistent with Catholic teaching.

If Edwards is selected, Lt. Governor Billy 
Nungesser would assume the state’s top job for the 
remainder of the term. Nungesser is a Republican 
who supported President Trump for re-election and 
is considered a conservative.

Unless there is a surprise appointment by 
President Biden or a U.S. Senate challenge, it seems 
likely that Edwards will remain as governor until his 
term ends in 30 months. It is a testament to the po-
litical skill of Edwards that is so politically powerful 
while representing a party that is not popular with 
the majority of Louisiana voters.

Louisiana has a tradition of powerful governors 
and John Bel Edwards is no exception to that rule. 

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” 
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays 
on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.
com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of 

“America’s Last Chance” and provides regular com-
mentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and 
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, 
email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly 
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered 

voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000 
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MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
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I am happy to report that the Duncan Canal 
project is now expected to be completed by Novem-
ber or December of this year, about a year ahead of 
the previous schedule.

That’s the result of my administration work-
ing closely with both the contractor, Hard Rock 
Construction, and the state to pursue any and all 
ways to get this important project finished as soon 
as possible.

This $13.5 million project involves replacing 
the two timber bridges at the Duncan Canal and 
includes drainage and pedestrian improvements 
along with beautification. The work is now about 
70 percent finished.

I know that the construction site and detour 
has been an inconvenience for many people, in-
cluding those who live or work close to the work 
site, and I appreciate everyone’s patience.

In June, the detour on West Esplanade Av-

enue was switched from the west side to the east 
side of the road, a clear indication of the progress 
being made.

As the work continues, we remain in constant 
communication with Hard Rock about keeping 
their side of the construction site clean. At the 
same time, crews from the Kenner Parkways De-
partment are regularly cleaning up outside the 
construction barriers to pick up trash, keep the 
grass cut and remove any sand or dirt that accu-
mulates.

We ask for continued patience from residents 
and look forward to the end of the year when the 
job is completed. All of the improvements will 
make a huge difference in this area and make us 
all “Kenner Proud.”  

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Duncan Canal project ahead 
of schedule, will be completed 
this year
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

If you’re look-
ing for a positive, 
educational and fun 

way to spend your evenings, then the Kenner Po-
lice Department has a unique opportunity for you! 
I invite you to join Class 41 of the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy (KCPA), beginning Tuesday, Au-
gust 10, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police 
Complex located at 500 Veterans Boulevard.

The KCPA is one of our most popular and suc-
cessful programs. Dozens of academy alumni agree 
that the KCPA is a unique and amazing opportu-
nity to learn how the police department operates. 
Enrollment in this exciting course is free!

Trained law enforcement professionals certi-
fied in their specialized fields teach the academy. 
Each night’s course focuses on informative and 
important topics including patrol division func-
tions, crime prevention, criminal investigations, 
computer forensics, K-9 Unit, crime scene pro-
cedures, narcotics investigations, traffic enforce-
ment, physical fitness, use of police force and self-
defense, S.W.A.T. and the bike patrol unit.

You will also receive a tour of the Kenner Po-
lice Complex and have the opportunity to ride along 
with a police officer for your own night on duty.

Upon graduating, you will have the opportu-
nity to stay active in the KPD by joining the Ken-
ner Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association 
(KCPAAA). Graduates of the Citizen Police Acad-
emy are also eligible to apply for membership in 
the KPD Community Police Corps program.

Being a part of the Kenner Citizen Police 
Academy (KCPA) and the Kenner Citizen Police 
Academy Alumni Association is a productive way 

to support the KPD and your community in taking 
a proactive stance against crime. Not only do you 
get to learn about the procedures and state-of-the-
art equipment in each section of the department, 
but you also form lasting friendships with fellow 
citizens and the police officers who are dedi-
cated to serving you. The KCPA is an opportunity 
to dispel myths and understand what the police 
department is really about. If you choose to be a 
member of the Kenner Citizen Police Academy 
Alumni Association, you can participate in many 
of our special events and lead your community in 
crime prevention. The KPD holds two sessions of 
the KCPA per year, one beginning in February and 
the other in August, with classes meeting at 6:30 
p.m. through 9:00 p.m. once per week for 13 weeks. 
I look forward to seeing you there.

To enroll in the KCPA, you must be at least 21 
years of age, have no criminal record and live or 
work in Kenner. For more information and to fill 
out an application, visit the Kenner Police Depart-
ment Website at www.kennerpd.com. If you have 
any additional questions, please contact the KPD 
Community Relations Division at 712-2294 or at 
nguggenheim@kennerpd.com.  

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Down-
load the free Kenner Police Department mobile 
app for both Apple and Android devices and ac-
cess the Kenner Police Department Facebook and 
Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic 
and other law enforcement-related information.

The Kenner Citizen Police 
Academy wants you!
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

Police

Government

At Ochsner Health, we offer the latest 
treatment options in orthopedics and 

sports medicine to deliver patient-centered, 
leading-edge care. Whether you are an 

athlete, constantly on the go, or are in need 
of ongoing management for hip or knee 

problems, we can help you get better faster 
and back to doing what you love sooner.

Get back to better with 
Ochsner Health.

200 W. Esplanade Ave.  |  Kenner, LA 70065

Visit ochsner.org/schedule 
or call 504-608-1069

Our Providers
Vinod Dasa, MD

Michael Hartman, MD

Paul Phillips, MD

Jacob Shaw, PA-C

Ronald “Jay” French, MD

Howard Hirsch, MD

Kayleigh Binet, PA-C

Heather Wills, PA-C
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

Lost Your CooL?
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2220 Airline Drive, Kenner  •  466-1381
Automatic Transmission, Inc.    Dennis Automotive

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End
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2220 Airline Drive, Kenner  •  466-1381
Automatic Transmission, Inc.    Dennis Automotive

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

We are not trying to be the Quickest! 
We are not trying to be the Cheapest!

We are trying to be the BEST!!!!BEST!!!!
SERVICES

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End
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Christina S Wilson  Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave
Suite 109
Kenner
467-3995 

 
 

Member SIPC

Katina Summers
Financial Advisor

2400 Veterans Blvd
Suite 484
Kenner
375-2149

Your financial partner
throughout your life.

All parking options now open at Armstrong Airport
All parking options at Louis Armstrong New 

Orleans International Airport are now open and avail-
able to the public including the surface lot.

Patrons can park and fly using any of the air-
port’s four convenient parking options with over 8,000 
parking spaces to suit any travel budget.

Passengers can also take advantage of improved 
technology features that make finding an open space 
easier than ever before. Check real time parking avail-
ability before heading to the airport at www.flymsy.com.

At $12 maximum per day using “Park MSY Ex-
press” in economy garage parking with 2,438 spaces 
available using credit card only, passengers can use 
a free optimized shuttle service available to and from 

 
 
the airport. The first half hour is $4 with each addition-
al half hour at $2. Track the shuttle using the “Ride Sys-
tems App” available from the App Store or Google Play. 
Face coverings are required when riding the shuttle. 
Visit www.parkmsyexpress.com for directions and 
more information.

Passengers can park for $22 per day using “Park 
MSY Short Term” with convenient access directly to 
the terminal and free parking for the first half hour. 
Each additional half hour is $2 with a maximum daily 
rate of $22. The short-term parking garage features 
2,190 spaces as well as a walkway directly from the 
fourth floor of the garage to the ticketing and check-in 
area on the third level of the terminal.

At maximum of $20 per 24 hours with the first 
half hour at $4 and each additional half hour at $2, 
using “Park MSY Long Term,” passengers can access 
the airport terminal using a covered walkway. The 
2,750-space long term parking garage is located across 
from the arrivals area on the east side of the facility.

Using “Park MSY Surface Lot” for a maximum of 
$18 per day, passengers can park close to the terminal 
and receive free parking for the first half hour and ad-
ditional half hours at $2. There are 685 spaces avail-
able just a short walk away with this parking option 
adjacent to the terminal.

Park Assist is a new technology implemented  
in all parking garages that helps direct passengers 
 
 

to available parking spaces. Each row of parking has 
lights on the ceiling. A green light indicates at least 
one available space within the four spaces the light 
is above. A red light indicates that all four spaces are 
taken. This amenity reduces the time it takes to find 
parking and to get to the terminal for a flight.

Dedicated parking spaces for electric car charg-
ing are available on the first floor of the economy ga-
rage and long-term garage.

Other airport parking services available are as-
sistance in finding a lost vehicle, dead battery help 
and air provided for tires. For parking assistance call 
471-1301. 

New Orleans airport achieves high scores in 
customer service surveys

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport (MSY) on June 15, 2021, released the results 
from the first quarter of 2021’s Airport Service Qual-
ity (ASQ) survey program, as part of Airports Council 
International (ACI) which measures passengers’ satis-
faction across 34 key performance indicators.

Among the 23 U.S. airports serving over five mil-
lion passengers per year that participated in the ASQ 
program in the first quarter of 2021, MSY was rated 
number one in 15 of the 34 satisfaction items of the 
survey and finished in the top three in a total of 24 of 
the 34 satisfaction items.

MSY was notably ranked first in the overall sat-
isfaction category and also ranked number one when 
the overall satisfaction designations are separated 
into the “Business, Leisure and Other + Leisure” cat-
egories. Other first place rankings include parking 
facilities, availability of baggage carts/trolleys, waiting 
time in check-in line, courtesy and helpfulness of se-
curity staff, feeling of being safe and secure, courtesy 
and helpfulness of airport staff, internet access/Wi-Fi, 
business/executive lounges, availability of restrooms, 
cleanliness of restrooms, comfort of gate areas, cleanli-
ness of airport terminal, ambience of the airport and 

speed of baggage delivery.
Apart from the first place designations, MSY 

ranked in the top three of nine more of the 34 satisfac-
tion items. Second place rankings include efficiency 
of check-in staff, courtesy and helpfulness of check-in 
staff, thoroughness of security inspection, value for 
money of shopping facilities, passport/ID inspection 
and customs inspection. Third place rankings include 
the categories of waiting time at security inspection, 
flight information screens and shopping facilities.

“Our airport has made great strides in improving 
the experience for our passengers as these results clear-
ly demonstrate,” said Judge Michael Bagneris, chair of 
the New Orleans Aviation Board. “I’m extremely proud 
of the work of our airport staff – especially in light of the 
daunting challenges produced by the global pandemic.”

“Customer service is a top priority for the New 
Orleans Airport, and it’s great to see that our passen-
gers have recognized our efforts,” said Kevin Dolliole, 
MSY Director of Aviation. “We will continue our com-
mitment to ensuring customer satisfaction in various 
areas of our operation from safety and cleanliness to 
convenience and courtesy.”  

Summer blood drive scheduled in Kenner
The Chateau Estates Civic Organization, along 

with the Kenner North Kiwanis Club, is hosting a sum-
mer blood drive with The Blood Center on Thursday, 
July 29, 2021, from 1:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at The 
Event Center in The Pavilion shopping center located 
at 1000 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

‘There’s a critical shortage of blood nationwide 
related to the collateral damage of the COVID-19 
pandemic and it’s up to us to provide the blood and 
blood components necessary for patient care,” said 
The Blood Center Medical Director Dr. Tim Peterson. 

“Demands are increasing as hospitals resume normal 
surgery schedules.”

Blood donors receive TBC’s new “Friends” t-
shirt, a mini-physical and a COVID immune response 
screening that informs them if they carry the CO-
VID-19 antibodies produced from previous exposure 
and/or vaccinations. All blood donors in this drive are 
also entered to win a Gulf Coast “Staycation” from the 
Golden Nugget Biloxi Hotel and Casino that includes 
dinner for two.

Over the past year, the traditional model for 
collecting blood at businesses, schools, religious 
organizations and civic events has been indefi-
nitely disrupted.

Every year, summertime is a challenging time 

to ensure a robust blood supply as schools are not 
in session and people go on vacation or otherwise 
modify their normal routines. The impact of sum-
mer on blood donations is of a particular concern 
as travel resumes while schools and businesses 
have not all returned to normal operations and 
hurricane season begins.

Due to COVID concerns, blood centers across 
the country are taking extra measures to ensure both 
donors and staff are safe and healthy, including social 
distancing measures and increased infection control 
procedures.

Blood donors should eat a good meal before do-
nating and visit TheBloodCenter.org website on the 
day of donation to begin the registration screening to 
accelerate the donation process.

Donors need to wear a mask, be in good health, 
weigh at least 110 pounds and be at least 17 years of 
age or 16 with a parent’s consent.

The Blood Center is a non-profit community 
service organization dedicated to providing blood and 
blood components to patients throughout South Loui-
siana and Southern Mississippi. For more informa-
tion on donating blood, call 1-800-86-BLOOD or visit 
TheBloodCenter.org. Find The Blood Center on social 
media at @TheBloodCenter.  

Community
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Finance

504-561-6124 
GULFBANK.COM  

& BENEFIT YOUR  
FAVORITE NON-PROFIT!

DONATE TODAY TO 

AUCTIONSINAUGUST is a win-win deal! Donors are  
recognized during the month of August, and the non-profits receive  
100% of the funds raised. Individuals, businesses, and non-profits  

can donate items to be auctioned, and the donor designates the  
nonprofit to receive the full benefit of the winning bid. 

 

Visit AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM  

MUSIC • GIFT CARDS • EXCURSIONS • VACATION STAYS 
GIFT BASKETS • PET SERVICES & SUPPLIES 

DECOR & HOUSEWARES • SPORT MEMORABILIA 
MUCH MORE

Declare your financial freedom
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Independence 
Day is almost here. 
And as we make prog-
ress in moving past the 

COVID-19 pandemic, more of us will be able to enjoy 
Fourth of July activities. However you observe the 
holiday, it’s important to recognize all the liberties we 
enjoy in this country. But you may still need to work at 
one particular type of freedom – and that’s financial 
freedom. How can you achieve it?

There’s no one instant solution. But you can work 
toward financial independence by addressing these 
areas: 
Retirement savings

Approximately 45% of Americans think the ideal 
retirement involves “enjoying my well-earned free-
dom,” according to the March 2021 Edward Jones/Age 
Wave Four Pillars of the New Retirement study. But 
when you’re retired, the risk to this freedom is obvi-
ous – the paychecks have stopped but the bills haven’t. 
Furthermore, you could spend two or three decades in 
retirement. That’s why it’s so important to contribute 
as much as you can afford to your tax-advantaged re-
tirement accounts, such as your IRA and your 401(k) 
or another employer-sponsored plan. At a minimum, 
put in enough to earn your employer’s matching con-
tribution, if one is offered. Whenever your salary goes 
up, try to increase the annual amount you put in your 
401(k) or similar plan. And if appropriate, make sure 
you have a reasonable percentage of growth-oriented 
investments within your 401(k) and IRA. Most people 
don’t “max out” on their IRA and 401(k) each year, but, 
if you can consistently afford to do so, and you still 
have money you could invest, you may want to explore 
other retirement savings vehicles.
Illness or injury

If you were to become seriously ill or sustain a sig-
nificant injury and you couldn’t work for an extended 
period, the loss of income could jeopardize your abil-

ity to achieve financial independence. Your employer 
may offer disability insurance as an employee benefit, 
but this coverage is typically quite limited, both in 
duration and in the amount of income being replaced. 
Consequently, you may want to consider purchasing 
private disability insurance. Keep in mind that this 
coverage, also, will have an end date and it probably 
won’t replace all the income lost while you’re out of 
work, but it will likely be more expansive and generous 
than the plan provided by your employer.
Long-term care

Individuals turning 65 have about a 70% chance 
of eventually needing some type of long-term care, 
such as a nursing home stay or the assistance of a 
home health aide, according to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. And these services are 
quite expensive – the average annual cost for a private 
room in a nursing home is more than $100,000, accord-
ing to Genworth, an insurance company. Medicare 
typically covers only a small part of these expenses, so, 
to avoid depleting your savings and investments (and 
possibly subjecting your grown children to a financial 
burden), you may want to consider long-term care in-
surance or life insurance with a long-term care com-
ponent. A financial advisor can help you choose a plan 
that’s appropriate for your needs.

By addressing these areas, you can go a long way 
toward attaining your financial independence. It will 
be a long-term pursuit, but the end goal is worth it.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be 
reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors are not estate planners and cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or 
qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Online Social Security website offers 
litany of information at your fingertips
By Maria T. Alvarez

Celebrating our 
nation’s independence 
every year on July 4 is 

a point of joy and pride. For more than 85 years, SSA’s 
programs have helped provide financial independence 
to millions of hardworking people. SSA has three 
useful online tools to help you achieve the financial 
independence you deserve in retirement – my Social 
Security, FAQs and SSA’s Official Blog.

With a my Social Security account you can con-
duct Social Security business from home or on the go. 
You can request a replacement Social Security card, 
review your earnings history, get personalized retire-
ment estimates and check the status of your Social 
Security application or appeal.

If you are already receiving benefits, you can 
also request a replacement Social Security or Medi-
care card, print a benefit verification letter, set up or 
change your direct deposit, change your address and 
get a duplicate 1099 form for taxes.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is your full retirement age? How do you 
apply for Social Security retirement benefits? Do 

you have to pay taxes on Social Security benefits? 
Discover the answers to these and many other So-
cial Security- related questions on SSA’s FAQs page 
at www.ssa.gov/faq.
SSA’s Official Blog

Stay informed about SSA’s latest news, retire-
ment planning tips, and other helpful information. You 
can sign up to get an email each time a new blog is 
available so you won’t miss new postings. From the 
blog, you can also connect with us on Facebook, Twit-
ter, LinkedIn, Instagram and YouTube, where you can 
watch SSA’s informational videos.

Don’t forget to share these resources with your 
family and friends. With so many services and helpful 
information available online, SSA is available to you at 
www.ssa.gov whenever your schedule allows.  

Maria T. Alvarez is the Social Security Admin-
istration’s Public Affairs Specialist in Louisiana. To 
find your local SSA office go to https://secure.ssa.gov/
ICON/main.jsp. For more Social Security informa-
tion, call the toll-free phone number, 1-800-772-1213.

Submit an anonymous tip directly to 
the Kenner Police Department about 
Criminal / Drug Activity, a Wanted 
Subject, or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.comGo to www.kennerpd.com
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Sports

GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

The made-for-
TV NBA draft lottery 
did not produce any 
drama for the New 

Orleans Pelicans.
In 2012, the Pelicans received manna from 

heaven in landing the top pick in the draft, against 
all odds, which turned into Anthony Davis.

In 2019, the Pelicans received yet another 
miracle blessing in landing the top pick in the draft, 
against all odds, which turned into Zion Williamson.

In 2021, the Pelicans did not receive any gift 
or hit any jackpot.

New Orleans will pick tenth in the NBA draft, 
the spot the Pelicans were expected to land in, 
based on the team’s finish and the percentages.

With a plethora of draft picks amassed over 
the next several years, David Griffin has lots of 
chips to play.

First and foremost, you can get a good player 
at number 10 in the first round.

Paul George, Paul Pierce, C.J. McCollum, 
Horace Grant, Brook Lopez, Paul Westphal and 
Paul Silas were all picked in that spot and all are 
or were quite good.

The Pelicans, based on the comments of Ex-
ecutive Vice President David Griffin, need players 
with a higher basketball IQ, tougher players, better 
defenders and, of course, better shooters.

With Zion Williamson and Brandon Ingram, 
there is star power and scoring punch at the for-
ward spots with little room for others.

With the development of Jaxson Hayes, solid 
play off the bench by Billy Hernangomez and the 
veteran presence of Steven Adams with a huge con-
tract, New Orleans is stocked decently at center.

There are no exceptional centers in the draft, 
the best being Evan Mobley of USC and he figures 
to go in the top three picks.

As a result, our focus shifts to the guard posi-
tion for the draft on July 29.

The Pelicans have likely keepers in Lonzo 
Ball, Josh Hart, Nickeil Alexander-Walker and Kira 
Lewis, though all are tradable commodities. They 
may be stuck with Eric Bledsoe.

There are many guards with early, mid-level 
and late first round grades to take a look at.

Point guard Davion Mitchell of Baylor (6-2, 
205) ran the offense for the national champion 
Bears. Mitchell averaged 14 points, 5.5 assists, 2.7 
rebounds and 1.9 steals per game this past season. 
Interestingly, Mitchell was a poor free throw shoot-
er at just 64.1 percent but an excellent three-point 
shooter at 44.7 percent, a real asset.

Point guard Jalen Suggs of Gonzaga (6-4, 205) 
is a fast riser whose stock has improved measur-
ably and who likely will not make it to the tenth 
pick. Suggs is ranked by virtually all services as a 
top five pick. Suggs is long, creative and can score 
and he is improving. Suggs averaged 14.4 points, 
5.3 rebounds and 4.5 assists for the Zags but was 
only 33.7 percent from three-point range.

Jalen Green (6-6, 198) played in the G League 
this past season. Green averaged 17.9 points, 4.1 re-
bounds and 2.8 assists for the Ignite. Green shot 36.5 
percent from three-point range, 52.9 percent from 

the field and 82.9 percent from the free throw line.
Shooting guard Moses Moody of Arkansas (6-

6, 205) has upside.
In his freshman season with the Razorbacks, 

Moody averaged 16.8 points per game, along with 
5.8 rebounds and 1.6 assists. Moody was a decent 
shooter from distance, connecting on 35.8 percent 
of his three-point attempts. Moody was good from 
the free throw line at 81.2 percent.

Shooting guard Corey Kispert of Gonzaga (6-
7, 220) was not as good as expected in the NCAA 
tournament but his length and ability to shoot can-
not be ignored. Kispert shot 44 percent from three-
point range. Kispert averaged 18.6 points, five re-
bounds and 1.8 assists per game. Kispert was elite 
from the free throw line at 87.8 percent.

Chris Duarte of Oregon (6-6, 190) is older (24) 
and ready to play immediately. Duarte averaged 
17.1 points as a senior and shot the ball extremely 
well at 42.9 percent from three-point range and 
63.1 percent from inside the arc, an astonishingly 
good number.

Scottie Barnes of Florida State (6-9, 227) is 
unusually huge for a point guard. Barnes is intrigu-
ing because of his super-size and physical ability. 
He did not assert himself last season, averaging 
just 10.3 points per game but dished out 4.1 assists 
and had four rebounds per contest. Barnes is not 
a good shooter, converting just 27.5 percent from 
three-point range and just 62.1 percent from the 
free throw line.

Former Riverside Academy star Jared Butler 
of Oregon (6-3, 195) does not have the elite size or 
elite shot but he is simply a good all-around player 
who plays both ends of the floor. Butler was the 
MVP of the national championship game and an 
All-American.

Butler may be viewed by many as a combo 
guard or a “tweener,” not necessarily a shooting 
guard or a point guard or possibly both.

Butler makes good decisions with the ball, 
has the desired high basketball IQ, plays hard on 
the defensive end and is capable of getting his own 
shot. Butler shot a modest 35.1 percent from three-
point range, but that number is 38.4 percent in his 
three years with the Bears. Butler averaged 3.1 re-
bounds and 2.7 assists.

Jaden Springer of Tennessee (6-4, 204) av-
eraged a modest 12.5 points per game in his lone 
season with the Volunteers but he can shoot it, 
converting 43.5 percent of his three-point shot 
attempts while shooting 81 percent from the free 
throw line. Being young, his game is bound to grow.

Cameron Thomas of LSU (6-4, 210) played 

one season at LSU and was the leading scorer in 
the SEC. A true scorer, Thomas averaged 23 points, 
3.4 rebounds and 1.4 assists per game in his lone 
season with the Tigers.

A bit of a disappointment was the fact that 
Thomas shot just 32.5 percent from three-point 
range, a number he must improve on. Thomas 
can shoot, as evidenced by his brilliant free throw 
shooting at 88.2 percent.

Josh Giddey (6-8, 205) played this past season 
for Adelaide in Australia. The international player 
averaged 10.9 points, 7.5 assists and 7.4 rebounds 
per contest. Giddey is a terrific penetrator who had 
11 double-doubles this past season. Giddey can get 
to the paint and to the rim but he shot just 29.3 
percent from three-point range last season. Giddey 
is intriguing at the ripe age of 18.

Keon Johnson of Tennessee (6-5, 186) is a su-
perb athlete with upside who should go high in the 
draft. Johnson averaged 11.3 points per game as 
a freshman but shot just 27.1 percent from three-
point range, a yellow flag.

Sharife Cooper of Auburn (6-1, 180) is a true 
playmaker at the point position, creative and a 
player that sees the floor, hits gaps and finds open 
players. The questions about Cooper are his size 
(may not be as tall as listed) and his ability to shoot 
(39.1 percent from the field, 22.8 percent from 
three-point range). Still, Cooper averaged 20.2 
points, 8.1 assists and 4.3 rebounds in his freshman 
season for the Tigers.

James Bouknight of Connecticut (6-5, 190) 
averaged 18.7 points per game, along with 5.7 
rebounds and 1.7 assists last season. Bouknight 
struggled at 29.3 percent from three-point range.

If New Orleans keeps the tenth pick, there is 
a sizeable list of guards to take a look, if not a seri-
ous look at.  

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex-
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as 
sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan 
hosts sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken 
Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights 
during the football season and “The Three Tail-
gaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings 
from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the general 
manager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and does morning 
sports for all four Cumulus radio stations in the 
New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the president 
of Joyful Noise Ministries, works with Life Re-
sources Ministries and is president and emcee of 
the Greater New Orleans Quarterback Club.

Pelicans get tenth pick, focus shifts to shooter
By Ken Trahan 
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Recovery time for a knee replacement 
By Vinod Dasa, M.D.
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theicehousekenner.comtheicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEER

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

21.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

18.99
Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

COKE PRODUCTS
COKE, DIET COKE,  DR PEPPER 

AND OTHER 12 PACK 
COKE PRODUCTS

 Ice Cold 

   KEG BEERBEERBEER
To Go!

Long Neck Bottles
20 Pack

5.99
12 PACK

The top five benefits of 
residential assisted living
By Michelle Lovitt

If you see a knee 
replacement surgery 
in your future, you may 
be wondering what 

the recovery time may be before you’re back up and 
running. Each patient is different and recovery time 
is dependent on several different factors. Factors such 
as health, stamina, expectations and the difficulty of 
the surgery may affect recovery time.

If you’ve already spoken to your doctor, you may 
be aware that patients are encouraged to begin walk-
ing the same day you had your surgery. This means 
you’ll be asked to walk around on your own, with the 
aid of a walker or other orthopedic device. You will 
probably go home the same day as the surgery if ap-
proved by the medical team but some patients may 
need to stay one to two days if the medical team feels 
it’s necessary. If a patient requires extra attention or 
does not have home support, they may be transferred 
from the hospital to a rehabilitation center.

Recovery and rehabilitation are crucial if you 
have a total knee replacement surgery. It allows 
you to get back on your feet and return to an active 
lifestyle. The 12 weeks after surgery are important 

 
 
 
 
for recovery and rehabilitation. If you make the  
commitment to a plan and push yourself to do as much as 
possible each day, your chances of healing faster are 
higher.
Recovery timeline

Weeks one to three: Plan to start rehabilitation 
right after you wake up from surgery. Within the first 
24 hours, your physical therapist will help you stand 
and walk using devices as necessary. You’ll practice 
getting in and out of bed, changing the bandage and 
using the bathroom. Plan to go home the same day, but 
there may be a small chance you will have to stay one 
to two days if needed. Leaving the hospital depends 
heavily on the physical therapy needed and how quick-
ly you progress. Pain, swelling and bruising are normal 
after surgery, but your team will help you set realistic 
goals. If your surgeon uses waterproof dressings, you 
can shower the day after surgery. Otherwise, you may 
have to wait five to seven days before taking a shower. 
Avoid soaking for three to four weeks to let the incision 
fully heal. Your physical therapist may ask you to take 
longer walks and wean yourself off an assistive device 
within one to two weeks. Many patients can start driv-
ing in two weeks as long as they are not taking any 
powerful pain medications, with doctor approval.

Weeks four to six: Staying on your exercise and  
rehabilitation schedule is so important! By now you 
should notice a dramatic improvement in your knee, 
including bending and strength. Any swelling and 
inflammation should have gone down. At this stage, 
your focus is your knee strength and range of motion 
using physical therapy. Toward the end of this period, 
you may find yourself walking farther and doing more 
everyday tasks like cooking and cleaning. Our goals 
will include rapidly improving your mobility, range of 
motion and increasing strength in your knee. Physical 
therapy exercises will be modified as your knee con-
tinues to improve. These exercises may include toe 
and heel raises, partial knee bends, step-ups and leg 
balances. These weeks are an important time in your 
recovery. Your commitment to rehabilitation deter-
mines how quickly you can return to a normal lifestyle 
and how well your knee works in the future.

Week six and beyond: Keep doing exercises and 
avoid high-impact activities that could damage your 
knee and the surrounding tissues such as running, 
basketball or high-intensity cycling. Before starting 
any new activities, speak with your doctor. You should 
have much less pain in your knee at this point and 
should keep improving gradually over time. It may 

take up to three months to return to most activities 
and six months to a year before your knee is as strong 
and resilient as it can be.

At Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, our nation-
ally recognized opioid free surgery program ensures a 
rapid recovery with the average needing approximately 
six weeks of physical therapy. Most patients can walk 
without any assistive devices like a cane in less than 
two weeks. Many patients can drive in two weeks af-
ter surgery so long as they are not taking narcotics. 
Because we can minimize the pain before, during and 
after surgery the recovery time for a knee replacement 
is far less than it has been in the past.  

Dr. Vinod Dasa completed his undergraduate and 
medical school in the seven-year combined program at 
Union College and Albany Medical College in New York, 
then trained at the State University of New York (SUNY) 
at Buffalo orthopedic surgery residency program. In 
2006, Dr. Dasa furthered his training at the Insall Scott 
Kelly Institute in Manhattan, in sports medicine and 
joint replacement surgery and currently serves as the 
vice chair for academic affairs for the department of or-
thopedics, Irvin Cahen endowed chair for research, chair 
of the LSU clinical practice leadership group. Dr. Dasa’s 
research interests cover all areas of adult orthopedics 
focusing on joint replacement, knee arthritis, health dis-
parities and outcomes research. To schedule an appoint-
ment with Dr. Dasa at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner or 
Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood, call 443-9500 or sched-
ule online at www.ochsner.org.

Living

The term “resi-
dential assisted living” 

or RAL is fairly new. Essentially, RAL is assisted liv-
ing or memory care services provided in the comfort 
of a residential home. RAL homes usually have ten 
residents or less.

Most people relate assisted living to the large 
“big box” facilities that are popping up all around us 
and have never heard of, or considered a smaller, 
more intimate option like a RAL home for their loved 
one. Below are the top five benefits of residential as-
sisted living homes.

Safety: RAL homes are safer than larger assist-
ed living facilities. The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) estimates the fall risk to be 50% lower in RAL 
homes than in larger facilities. Residents don’t have 
to walk long distances for everyday activities since 
they reside in a home as opposed to a massive facility.

Fixed Cost: Most RAL homes have a simple, 
all-inclusive monthly rate. The cost per month for 
care is fixed which means that as the care level in-
creases, families won’t have to spend more money. 
The monthly cost at large facilities vary from month 
to month and increases significantly based on level 
of care and amenities provided. A fixed monthly cost 
makes it easier for families to budget and plan.

Individualized Care: RAL homes are able to 
provide quicker and more individualized care. Large 
facilities can have resident to caregiver ratios of 20:1 
during the day and that ratio can double at night. 
Caregivers can easily be overworked and your loved 
one may have to wait a while until the caregiver has 
free time to help them. RAL homes typically have a 
5:1 ratio during the day and 10:1 at night. When your 
loved one needs assistance with their activities of  

daily living (bathing, personal hygiene, getting 
dressed and even going on walks in the neighbor-
hood) a caregiver is always nearby to help them out 
with whatever they need.

Unique Daily Activities: With a smaller group, 
RAL homes provide much more personalized activi-
ties that your loved one actually enjoys instead of a 
generic, repetitive schedule. The lower resident to 
caregiver ratio enables RAL staff to learn more 
about your loved one and what activities they like. 
Examples include music therapy, aroma therapy, pet 
therapy, gardening, movies and other fun activities. 
This will help them stay active and stimulate their 
mind on a daily basis.

Personalized Menus: RAL homes can also 
design menus around what residents like to eat. As 
with most quality facilities, RAL staff track special di-
ets, restrictions and allergies. The in-house chef will 
spend time with each resident to get an idea what 
type of foods they enjoy and create more personal-
ized menus. Having good quality, tasty food is one of 
the highest-ranking items by residents. Additionally, 
your loved one won’t have to travel all the way to the 
cafeteria to eat – meals are served at the dining table.

To sum up, Residential Assisted Living is a safer, 
more intimate option when it comes to assisted living. 
With a lower resident to caregiver ratio, your loved 
one will receive more individual care, meals and ac-
tivities. They won’t have to travel long distances and 
won’t have a rotating staff that may not care for them 
on a consistent basis.  

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care Homes, 
located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie. For more in-
formation and to schedule a personal tour of Metairie’s new-
est residential assisted living home, call 252-2640 or email 
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon Care 
Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.
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Plantar fasciitis is 
the most common con-
dition of foot pain. The 
plantar fascia is a broad 

fibrous structure located at the bottom of the foot that 
spans form the heel bone to the base of the toes. Pain 
and inflammation originates from small tears in this fi-
brous ligament structure. This tight band of tissue aids 
in the support of the arch of the foot and is susceptible 
to injury through repeated trauma to the tissue as it at-
taches to the heel bone.

Often people that develop plantar fasciitis have 
several risk factors that include flat feet, high arched 
or rigid feet, running on toes, hills, or very soft surfaces 
such as sand, poor arch support in shoes, increasing age 
and/or obesity, or a rapid change in activity level.

Heel spurs can develop when the plantar fascia is 
excessively and repetitively pulled away from the heel 
bone. A heel spur is a bony fragment that stems from 
the heel bone into the sensitive tissue and nerves of the 
heel pad and plantar fascia, resulting in pain in the foot 
with every movement.

First, knowing what conditions actually contribut-
ed to the pain and learning how to correct those condi-
tions that have placed the individual at risk is important. 
Treatment for plantar fasciitis should begin with rest, ic-
ing and over the counter medications. Other treatments 
that have shown to be successful in reducing pain are 
stretching that is both static (runners stretch or towel 
pulls) and dynamic (rolling your foot over a can), taping 
of the foot, cross-friction massage, strengthening exer-
cises that concentrate on the inner muscles of the foot, 
orthotics to help correct mid and rear foot mechanics 

– especially over pronation of the rear foot during the 

stance phase of walking, night splints and medication. 
Recently, physical therapists have been very success-
ful in decreasing the pain and normalizing the plantar 
fascia tissue with the use of tools that are scraped over 
the inflamed tissue which helps break down scarring 
and produces healthy tissue response as well as using 
a method of dry needling in the injured tissue. In con-
ditions that do not respond to conservative treatment, 
surgical release of the plantar fascia may be performed.

Preventing plantar fasciitis is crucial. Most impor-
tant is maintaining a healthy weight in order to reduce 
tension on the plantar fascia. Shoes are very important 
and should fit well and provide ample cushioning and 
support throughout the heel, arch and ball of the foot 
so that weight is distributed evenly throughout the foot. 
Try to avoid walking barefoot on hard surfaces. Another 
important prevention technique is keeping calf muscles 
and the tissue of feet stretched. Greater flexibility in 
the tissue makes them less susceptible to damage.

Plantar fasciitis is a condition that can be suc-
cessfully treated with a full return to normal and recre-
ational activities.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy lo-
cated at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and 
at two other locations in Metairie and on the West 
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School 
Department of Allied Health Department of Physi-
cal Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner 
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted 
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visit-
ing www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Good-
win is co-author and contributing writer to the  
Kenner Orthopedic column.

Plantar fasciitis: The painful foot 
By Craig Goodwin
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Metairie, LA 70001
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
A.C. ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY

A.C. Alexander is a high achieving school where all children 
can succeed. Alexander School offers a safe and rigorous 
learning environment for a diverse population of students in 
grades pre-K through 8th.  The students of Alexander School 
are provided with the knowledge to become successful and 
active community members as a result of the engaging 
methods of its certified teachers. 

Alexander believes in educating the whole child. Students  
are provided with the latest technology such as interactive 
white boards, a computer lab, and the iReady individualized 
learning program. Our English Language Learners are taught by 
certified bilingual ESL teachers.  We also offer the Dual Language 
Program in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and First Grade. Students are 
also exposed to diverse lessons and the Healthy Choice Lifestyles 
physical education program. Faculty and staff strive to make 
learning fun and engaging for all students by providing them with 
the educational tools beneficial to becoming lifelong learners. 

The Acting Principal of 
A.C. Alexander School is 

Corinna Cannon. Alexander School is represented on the 
Jefferson Parish School Board by District IX member Sandy 
Denapolis-Bosarge. Alexander Elementary is located at 
600 W. Esplanade Ave. in Kenner. For more information, 
call 504-469-7326, visit Alexander.jpschools.org, or 
follow them on Facebook (@ACAlexanderElementary).

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger 

Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

Call “Coach”

TROPHIES

AAA
SULLIVAN

“Best in Town”
3813 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA

504.467.7384 • 674willie@gmail.com
print | web | graphic design
5 0 4 . 8 3 7 . 5 4 4 4
info@ScottOttCreative.com
ScottOttCreative.com

If you haven’t 
heard this question, 
you will soon. There 
are an increasing 

number of companies who now accept online 
purchases with digital currency, widely known as 
cryptocurrencies. The world’s first and best-known 
cryptocurrency is Bitcoin, followed by Ethereum 
and also, surprisingly, Dogecoin.

Crypto currencies were popularized by Sa-
toshi Nakamoto’s creation of Bitcoin and its usage 
of block chain technology as a ledger for transac-
tions. The domain name, bitcoin.org, was regis-
tered in August 2008 and the Bitcoin network went 
live in January 2009. To this day, we don’t know if 
Nakamoto was one person or a team. What we do 
know is that the underlying code, block chain, revo-
lutionized transaction ledgers.

A block chain ledger means that once the 
network accepts a transaction by acclamation, the 
transaction can almost never be changed or delet-
ed and it is viewable to anyone. This creates a level 
of certainty and complete transparency that makes 
transactions possible between unrelated parties.

Nakamoto’s reason for creating block chain 
was to allow people around the world to seam-
lessly connect and exchange payments outside of 
the national regulatory framework. These connec-
tions allow an instant transfer of currency between 
unrelated partners. Unfortunately, the connection 
also allows criminals to receive illegal payments 
anonymously.

Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies are not 
issued by any country and are also not insured or 
guaranteed in any way. The currencies are created 
by a process of crypto mining where miners must 
solve complex computation math problems to add 
a new block of transactions and generate new coins. 

By mining, the legitimacy of transactions is also 
verified to prevent double spending. In addition, 
miners are eligible to get rewarded bitcoins once 
they verify one megabyte worth of transactions. 
This complex mining operation also prevents the 
oversupply of coins. In fact, Bitcoin has even set an 
absolute upper limit of 21 million coins.

The theory behind the upper limit is that 
cryptocurrencies, unlike national currencies, can-
not be printed in unlimited amounts. So, what 
works is that Bitcoins cannot be overproduced 
and can be transferred easily. What is problematic 
is the mining process is very energy intensive. For 
instance, bitcoin mining consumes as much power 
as the Netherlands use on an annual basis. Also, 
cryptocurrencies facilitate many types of criminal 
payments and are only valuable if people accept 
them. More importantly, cryptocurrencies can lose 
all their value if people lose interest and decline to 
exchange tangible products for an intangible com-
puter product.

As of June 9, 2021, El Salvador passed a law 
that makes Bitcoin legal tender for all transactions. 
This will provide a real-world test of viability.

The dangers of cryptocurrency make this 
a gamble and not an investment. Contact your 
banker today to learn more about your investment 
options.  

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lend-
er, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast 
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Can I buy that with Bitcoin?
By Guy Williams

HURRICANE EMERGENCY  
PREPAREDNESS CHECKLIST

THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S THINGS TO INCLUDE IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
EMERGENCY READINESS KITEMERGENCY READINESS KIT

Flashlight & extra batteries • Bottled water • First aid kit 
& prescription medication • Evacuation route maps 

• Canned food & a non-electric can opener  
• Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family 

members • Utility knife, shut off wrench & pliers  
• Access to battery powdered radio  

• Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses • Personal items  
• Pet food • Clothing & bedding • Car keys & keys to the 
place you may be going • Important papers including ID,  

Social Security cards, insurance policies, birth & marriage 
certificates, wills, deeds & copies of recent tax returns
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments 
and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. 
For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Warm Shaved Brussels 
Sprouts SaladSprouts Salad 
By foodieforone.com

You’ll want to add this three-ingredient recipe to 
your repertoire. The fi nished product can be used 
in a variety of ways – as a salad, a sandwich fi ller, a 
topping for burgers, hot dogs and sausage, to pizza. 
It’s delicious when added to other green salads.

INGREDIENTS
4 slices of bacon
1 large purple onion
16 ounces Brussels sprouts, shredded

DIRECTIONS
Thinly slice half an onion and shave Brussels sprouts with a mandolin, grater or knife. Cook bacon 
crisp, preferably on an outside griddle. Remove crisped bacon. Raise heat on the griddle and spread 
the Brussels sprouts and onion slices over the griddle, using the remaining bacon grease, sautéing 
until semi-wilted and very slightly charred. Do not burn. Chop the crisped bacon into small pieces 
and sprinkle over the charred Brussels sprouts and onion slices. Toss. Enjoy!
Happy Fourth Of July! Please celebrate safely.

Warm Shaved Brussels Warm Shaved Brussels 
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As we reflect on the 2020-2021 school year, 
I am proud of the progress we made despite un-
precedented challenges created by the global 
pandemic. We continued to leverage our strate-
gic plan, “2024: The Future Our Kids Deserve,” 
to ensure our priorities for educating kids re-
mained at the forefront of every decision made. 
Thanks to the support of our families, educa-
tors, support staff, school board and communi-
ty, we launched several new initiatives. These 
student-centered steps brought us closer to our 
long-term goals in addition to overcoming the 
pandemic’s impact on teaching and learning. 
This past school year could have followed many 
different paths, but we made the decision to 
keep charting forward in the best interest of 
our students.

Our educators were able to persevere in 
the face of adversity. Even with their heroic ef-
forts, we knew our students needed additional 
academic and emotional support. To address 
these impacts of the pandemic, we created 
Jefferson Summer Bridge as an innovative ap-
proach to summer learning. Designed more 
like a summer camp, Jefferson Summer Bridge 
offered math and ELA acceleration, enrich-
ment activities and support for students’ social 
and emotional needs. More than 4,200 students 
from across the district participated in four-
weeks of programming to prepare them for the 
upcoming grade level.

While ensuring our students continued to 
receive a quality education was a top priority 
this year, we’ve also maintained a focus on sup-
porting children and families post-pandemic. 
During the spring semester, we launched an 
Early Literacy Strategic Plan to ensure all K-3 
teachers have a deep understanding of the 
science of reading while building on strong 
school and district processes. Reading is the 
foundation of learning and has long term im-
pacts on student achievement. Studies show 
that students who are reading on grade level 
by the third grade are more likely to graduate 
and have better academic outcomes. As such, 
ensuring all students are proficient readers by 
third grade is a capstone of our success. Some 
of the ways we’ve supported our educators and 
schools include purchasing high-quality and di-
verse classroom libraries, leveraging the Dawn 
Busters Kiwanis Rewards for Reading program, 
providing after-school tutoring, launching the 
Jefferson Early Literacy Collaborative, using 
district common ELA assessments and expand-
ing our Ignite Teacher Leader Pipeline to in-
clude early literacy.

The next initiative takes everything we 
gained in terms of technology and online 
learning and refines it to best serve select 

high school students who thrive in a virtual 
environment. Jefferson Virtual High School 
will provide families with a flexible, individual-
ized educational experience, both in terms of 
course options and personalized instruction by 
certified teachers, utilizing high-quality state 
approved curriculum. While this may seem like 
it is the result of the pandemic, it is actually a 
program that we have been discussing for years 
to better meet the needs of all students. Jef-
ferson Virtual High School will open as a stand-
alone school for the 2021-2022 school year.

The last two initiatives, JumpStart After 
Hours and JumpStart Summers, help ensure 
our students graduate ready for a career. 
JumpStart After Hours was a collaborative ef-
fort with community partners to help students 
acquire an Industry Based Certification (IBC), 
gain job shadowing experience and earn a 
stipend while working with certified instruc-
tors. JumpStart Summers utilized the summer 
break to provide even greater access to obtain-
ing an IBC, and also allowed students to “earn 
while they learn” through a stipend program. 
Because of these programs, students attained 
6,697 IBCs during the 2020-2021 school year.

I’m proud of the quantity and quality of 
initiatives we were able to roll out while also 
managing the effects of a global pandemic. 
This truly shows the strength of our educators 
as well as our school and district leadership. 
The easier way out would have been to main-
tain our current practices and wait for calmer 
times. However, that would not have been in 
the best interest of our students. We chose the 
more challenging path. We pushed forward 
with the initiatives we knew would have the 
biggest impact on student success, both imme-
diately and in the future. We refused to allow 
2020-2021 to be a “blip” year. Instead, we saw 
the disruption as an opportunity to build on the 
foundation of 2024 and strengthen our school 
and district processes.

As we take the summer to plan and pre-
pare for the next school year, I am proud and 
thankful. We have risen from the pandemic 
stronger than before, and we continue to 
climb. As long as we keep our students at the 
heart of everything we do, each step will be in 
the right direction.   

Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jef-
ferson Parish Schools, the largest and most 
diverse district in Louisiana, serving around 
51,000 students. Dr. Gray is a 25-year veteran 
of public education and most recently served 
as Jefferson Parish Chief of Schools. Follow 
JP Schools on Instagram and Twitter at @
jpschools.

Jefferson Parish Schools launches 
several new initiatives to support 
students post-pandemic
By James Gray, Ed.D.

DONATE TO THE KENNER FOOD 
BANK 468-7220



15         KENNER STHR  H  JULY 2021 

Entertainment

Submit an anonymous tip directly to 
the Kenner Police Department about 
Criminal / Drug Activity, a Wanted 
Subject, or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.comGo to www.kennerpd.com

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Treasure Chest brings the 
summer fun this July!
By Rodney Miller 

It’s getting 
hotter than Hades 
out there, isn’t 

it? Being located on the lake, your Treasure 
Chest Casino knows all about summer fun. 
Just remember to wear lots of sunscreen 
when you’re out there. And when it’s time to 
beat the heat, we’re here when you’re ready 
to bring the good times indoors with all your 
favorite slots and table games all in the re-
freshing breeze of our air conditioning Oh...
and the beer’s cold, too!

Nothing is more “summer” than jackpots. 
The jackpots keep on falling here at Treasure 
Chest, and it’s always fun to see excited faces 
light up right after their machine does. Last 
month I reported that we’ve paid out over 
$10 million in jackpots so far this year and, of 
course, that number continues to climb! We 
had two big jackpots on Ultimate Fire Link 
By the Bay – $10,350 and $12,784.70! $13,110 
was won on Lightning Link and $10,003.12 
was won on Dragon Link. That’s Ultimate Fire 
Link, Lightning Link and Dragon Link. That’s 
a lot of links in a chain of wins! You could be 
next!

More and more people are getting vac-
cinated for COVID-19, which is good news! 
With that and CDC guidelines in mind, masks 
are no longer mandatory! Woo hoo! It should 
be noted that just because things seem to be 
getting better, we’re remaining vigilant. A 
cleaner and safer gaming experience has al-
ways been a big part of who we are, and we’re 
keeping at it. Social distancing is still a good 
idea and rest assured, our seating arrange-
ments throughout our facilities make it as 
easy for you as possible. We haven’t dropped 
our increased number of hand sanitizer sta-
tions, either. No matter how you feel about 
the pandemic, we have the extra stations 
so why not make them available to you, am 
I right? We were already pretty darn good 
about frequently cleaning our machines and 
all high-touch surfaces, but we’ve really gone 
above and beyond. We’re not messing around. 
Want a mask? Complimentary face coverings 
are still available to you. You don’t even have 

to ask. If you want one, just take it. To learn 
more about our Boyd Clean initiatives, visit 
Treasurechest.com/boyd-clean.

Missing that delicious Treasure Chest 
cuisine? Café Pontchartrain is still the place 
for you! We know that with everything going 
on, it’s difficult to pin down just when places 
are open, so for your convenience, I’d like to 
reiterate our café and casino hours here.

CASINO HOURS
Sunday – Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.
Friday & Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 a.m.

NEW TABLE GAMES
Monday & Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m.
Wed., Thurs. & Sunday: noon - 2:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday: noon – 5:00 a.m.

CAFE PONTCHARTRAIN HOURS
Monday & Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Wed. & Thursday: 11:00 a.m. - midnight
Friday & Saturday: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 a.m.

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m.

Keep an eye out in the mail for great 
events and promos happening this month as 
well! Thanks for making Treasure Chest your 
kind of place and, as always, we’ll see you on 
the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 
or older to enter the casino and become a B 
Connected member. Membership is free and 
rules and restrictions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Ca-
sino Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Ca-
sino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the 
website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or 
call 443-8000.

ONLY place these items in 
the recycling container

Flattened
Cardboard

Metal 
Cans

Plastic Bottles 
& Jugs Glass

Paper

Don’t bag it
Never put recyclables 
in containers or bags

NEVER place these items in the recycling container

Empty. Clean. Dry.
Keep all recyclables free 

of food and liquid

TM

Learn more at 
RecyclingSimplifi ed.com

How to prepare
your recyclables

Plastic Bags 
& Wrappers 

Soiled Paper

Styrofoam

Clothing
& Shoes

Greasy 
Pizza Boxes

Tools

Food

Toys

Electronics
& Batteries

Construction 
Waste

Medical Waste

Yard Waste

Diapers

Scrap Metal

NO GLASS ACCEPTED!
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Law

19,40519,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER 
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE  

KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!
    WANT TO REACH  WANT TO REACH  

THOSE THOSE PEOPLE?PEOPLE?
  Call us to advertise! Call us to advertise! 468-468-91259125468-9125

Advertise in the

If you have been in a car accident, and it was 
not your fault, you can make claims against the at-
fault insurance company for your damages caused 
by that accident such as injuries, pain and suffer-
ing, medical bills, lost wages and property damage 
just to name a few.

Along with your other claims for damages, 
you may also have a claim against the at-fault par-
ty for the diminished value of your vehicle. Also, if 
the at-fault party does not have insurance or you 
were the victim of a hit and run, Louisiana is one 
of the few states that allow you to claim dimin-
ished value against your own uninsured motorist 
(UM) policy, if you have such coverage. In usual 
circumstances, however, you are not entitled to a 
diminished value claim in Louisiana if you were 
the at-fault party in an accident, or if the damage 
was caused by something other than a collision.

Diminished value claims are based on the 
theory that even after the physical damage to the 
vehicle is repaired, the vehicle may still have a 
reduced market value because of the prior dam-
age and accident history, and the owner should be 
compensated for that loss of value. Even if you are 
entitled to a claim, it may not be worth pursuing if 
your vehicle was worth less than $5,000 before the 
accident, if the damage was relatively minor, or if 
your vehicle has a significant prior accident and/
or repair history. While there are older collector 
cars, luxury and specialty vehicles that can have 
a significant diminished value, normally, if the 

vehicle is older than 10 years old, it is likely not 
worth pursuing a diminished value claim.

The principle of diminished value has long 
been recognized by law, however, the auto insur-
ance industry has been reluctant to pay consum-
ers a fair value for this legitimate damage. As 
such, collecting diminished value from an insur-
ance company can be a difficult and lengthy pro-
cess, and may require the help of certain experts 
in the field such as an appraiser, a technician and 
an attorney. Keep in mind that a diminished value 
claim is essentially a property damage claim, and 
therefore, is subject to a one-year statute of limita-
tions under Louisiana Law; meaning that you have 
one year from the date of the accident to file a law-
suit against the at-fault party to protect your rights 
and recover damages.

This information has been provided for in-
formational purposes only and is not intended 
and should not be construed to constitute legal 
advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown 
Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams 
Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle ac-
cidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic 
violations are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. 
Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@river-
townlaw.com.

Property damage claims for the 
diminished value of a vehicle 
after an accident
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers  

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger  

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger  
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger  
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining  
Available!
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Latin American News
Humanitarian visa    
By Rafael E. Saddy

There are many 
misunderstandings 
as to what a hu-
manitarian visa is, as 

many believe it is a safe pass to citizenship in the 
United States. It is not. They are several vetting 
steps a victim must go through to be considered 
by the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) as a victim of a crime and to 
be granted a humanitarian visa to come or stay 
in the U.S. There are some individuals who have 
come forward to help law enforcement keep us 
all safe but will need a measure of protection for 
themselves as well. The bona fide determination 
is a new process within the USCIS department 
that ensures these individuals receive the sup-
port they need for the help they are providing.

They are several types of humanitarian visas 
providing immigration relief that Congress has ap-
proved to protect victims of human trafficking and 
other crimes. Human trafficking, also known as traf-
ficking in persons, is a form of modern-day slavery 
in which traffickers lure individuals with false prom-
ises of employment and a better life. Individuals 
and their families may also fall victim to many other 
types of crime in the United States. These crimes 
include rape, murder, manslaughter, domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault and many others.

As per the U.S. Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity Alejandro N. Mayorkas, with the bona fide 
determination new process, the USCIS will issue 
employment authorizations and grant deferred 
action to petitioners in the United States with 
pending U visa petitions that it determines are 
bona fide (made in good faith and without the in-
tention of deceit or fraud) and who merit a favor-
able exercise of discretion. To be considered bona 
fide, the petition must include a certification 
from law enforcement that the petitioner was a 
victim of a crime, and that the victim has been, is 
being, or is likely to be helpful in the investigation 
or prosecution of that crime.

To qualify for a U visa, a victim must submit 
a signed certification from a law enforcement of-
ficial. This certification (known as USCIS Form 
1-918, Supplement B, U Nonimmigrant Status 
Certification) is evidence in support of the peti-
tion to USCIS for U nonimmigrant status. Victims 
may ask law enforcement to complete this certi-
fication. The certification gives USCIS basic infor-
mation about the criminal activity perpetrated 
against the victim and the victim’s willingness to 
assist in the detection, investigation, prosecution, 
conviction or sentencing of the criminal. Victims 
who qualify for a U visa may not know about it so 
law enforcement providing them with informa-
tion about the U visa is important.

Local law enforcement does not issue or 
sign off on a U Visa. Once USCIS receives certi-
fication from law enforcement they will issue 
employment authorizations and deferred action 
if, after conducting and reviewing background 
checks, the agency determines, in its discretion, 
that petitioners merit a favorable exercise of dis-
cretion and do not pose a risk to national security 
or public safety.

Congress has capped the number of prin-
cipal U visas available each fiscal year at 10,000, 
but since 2010 USCIS has received more than 
10,000 U visa petitions each year. As a result of 
this high case volume, U visa petitioners now wait  

 
 
 
 
approximately five years before receiving a  
determination that allows them access to an em-
ployment authorization document and deferred 
action. This wait time not only leaves these in-
dividuals vulnerable to financial instability and 
fear of deportation, but it also can disincentivize 
victims from coming forward and cooperating 
with law enforcement. Through this policy up-
date, victims with pending bona fide petitions 
will receive the stability they need as they rebuild 
their lives while working with law enforcement to 
investigate and prosecute criminal activity. This 
increase in victim cooperation will further fortify 
law enforcement’s ability to protect communities 
throughout the United States.  

This guidance is effective immediately and 
applies to all Form I-918 and Form I-918A peti-
tions that are currently pending or filed on or af-
ter June 14, 2021.

For more information visit USCIS Victims of 
Human Trafficking and Other Crimes webpage, at 
www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/victims-of-human-
trafficking-and-other-crimes, to learn more about 
other protections for victims of crime, human traf-
ficking, and domestic violence. To get this informa-
tion in Spanish, click the Español link on the upper 
right side of the page.

Community announcements
Emergency preparedness – The city of 

Kenner maintains comprehensive plans that 
complement and coordinate with Jefferson Par-
ish’s procedures for an emergency. Citizens must 
be aware of the proper steps to take during an 
emergency. They are bilingual (English/Spanish) 
brochures that can be printed from the city of 
Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us. They con-
tain important information concerning the city’s 
storm procedures. Click on the “Government” tab 
and then “Office of Emergency Management” to 
access the brochures.

Crime warning – Louisiana Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Landry states “crime is on the rise and 
carjackings are plaguing our state.” We must 
remain vigilant in protecting our family and per-
sonal belongings. For more information on not be-
coming a victim visit www.dropbox.com/sh/f6eza-
3hz4spaa1n/AABPCzcXzbKoljxqeU0azbQ2a?dl-0.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV 
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information and pro-
gram schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click 
on the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.

Kenner City webpage – For information 
about city resources and information in Spanish 
go to www.kenner.la.us, scroll down and click on 
Información en Español (information in Spanish).

I leave you with this thought. “The destiny 
of world civilization depends upon providing a de-
cent standard of living for all mankind.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diver-
sity Coordinator, public relations officer for the 
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board 
of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Cor-
respondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284. Best
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METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd

M-F Lunch
Tues.- Sat Dinner

Now open
Sundays 5pm to 8pm

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

July 1, 15 & 29  
Aroma Catering

400 East William David Pkwy. • Metairie 
https://eaanola.org

Generate 
Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confi dent 
Public Speaker

Improve 
Profi tability

Be An Achiever!
The Executive  Achievers Association 

meets for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120



JULY 2021  H  KENNER STHR18

Redevelopment 
 from page 1

Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

{  One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one evaluation including movement  
screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a 
comprehensive customized program designed to fit your goals.

{  Early morning  
& after work  
appointments  
available 

 See website for bio, classes  
& more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT  
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER:

as they complete the final presentation for the Au-
gust council meeting.

For The Esplanade site, the TSW recommen-
dations include scrapping a large portion of the 
mall structure in favor of more walkable town-
center concept retail spaces, along with a hotel, 
offices and parks. It was recommended that the 
existing outparcel businesses remain as well as the 
Target retail building, church and movie theatre.

The vision for The Esplanade site would be 
to again become Kenner’s city center – a mixed-
use inclusive beautiful environment that meets the 
needs of Kenner and the surrounding region.

Planners suggested increasing residential 
space to provide new updated design and single 
and multi-family housing was suggested at both 
sites, as well as street improvements that create 
greater ease of travel and connectivity to the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

In Rivertown, uses were suggested for many 
of the city-owned buildings including an innova-
tion maker’s space in the former Exhibition Hall. 
The TSW recommendations suggest multi-story, 
multi-family units overlooking the levee to take 
full advantage of the million-dollar views that are 
currently unseen.

Simple items like shade trees to create 
the ambiance and feeling of welcome wanted to 
nurture in the district were emphasized. Restor-
ing the Children’s Castle building to its original 
design is included in the recommendations. Tak-
ing full advantage of the river and levee trail 
path were considered critical to attracting daily 
traffic to the district. A multi-level parking deck 
surrounded by mixed use “liner” buildings is 
suggested for the current public parking site on 
Williams Boulevard between Short and Fourth 
streets.

A detailed market analysis was part of the 
process to provide in-depth information on sup-
ply and demand for retail, office, lodging and 
housing. The plans will carefully be considered 
as valuable tools to attract investment in both 
incredibly special places in Kenner.

Early in the process TSW team members 
visited Kenner to understand the unique advan-
tages and challenges in both locations. Team 
members met with stakeholders in the commu-
nity, including residents, business owners, prop-
erty owners and city council members to learn 
about Kenner’s distinct personality, assets and 
potential.

In January 2021, there was a public kick off 
meeting – via Zoom, due to COVID – that was 
well attended, and word quickly spread about 
the project and opportunities for the public to 
participate. TSW created a social Pinpoint page 
where visitors could leave comments on their 
hopes and desires for both sites, ask questions 
and make suggestions throughout the process.

A three-day virtual design charrette held 
in March provided an additional opportunity 
for the public to participate with the planners 
and designers. Public feedback was encouraged 
in other ways, including remote Zoom sites set 
up at Heritage Hall and the Pavilion at City 
Park to accommodate residents in person and a 
website designed to take public input. The city 
will consider the recommendations from TSW 
as possible tools intended to attract businesses, 
developers and investors for both The Esplanade 
site and Rivertown.

To view the proposals presented at the 
meeting for both The Esplanade and Rivertown, 
visit the TSW website at https://bit.ly/3j741Dc.  

According to plans presented by firm TSW, 
the current Rivertown will have a  

vastly different look and use.

The Esplanade mall in its prime.

excursions, gift baskets, paintings, jewelry, 
sports memorabilia and outings and much 
more. We need your help in gather-
ing unique, intriguing items that 
will attract bidders and help 
us to assist many non-profits 
in meeting their fundraising 
goals.”

Since its inception in 
2008, Gulf Coast Bank’s Auc-
tions in August has raised over 
$1 million for hundreds of non-
profits. To learn more about making 
a donation to Auctions in August that 
can benefit your favorite non-profit, visit AUC-
TIONSINAUGUST.COM or contact marketing@
gulfbank.com.

With over $2.5 billion in assets, Louisiana-
based Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company serves 
its business and personal banking clients 

through its branches, loan production of-
fices, trust and investment offices 

and business credit offices. It also 
offers business credit nationally 

through Gulf Coast Business 
Credit. Gulf Coast Bank & 
Trust Company has 19 branch 
locations across Southeast 
Louisiana and more than 45 

total locations in 12 other states. 
For more information about Gulf 

Coast Bank & Trust Company visit 
GULFBANK.COM or call 1-800-223-2060. 

Engage with Gulf Coast Bank on Facebook, and 
Twitter (@gulfcoastbank).  

Gulf Coast Auctions in August 
 from page 1

Music

Gift Cards

Vacation stays

Gift Baskets of all Sorts

Pet Services & Supplies

Décor & Housewares

Sport Memorabilia

And Much More!

Bid Today.
Auctions in August
A silent auction with 100% of the funds benefiting non-profits. 

Items available for bidding at each of our 19 branches and online. 

For more information, go to AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM 
or visit a Gulf Coast Bank branch.

   

504.561.6124
GULFBANK.COM

GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgads_8503.indd   2 6/13/19   4:11 PM
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Bar Bar && � i�  � i� 

Daiquiri Run on 61Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472266-2472•• 4337 Airline Drive  4337 Airline Drive •• Metairie Metairie

burgers, wingsburgers, wings
poboys & morepoboys & more

Dining Room Open!Dining Room Open!
-- Food Delivery --

Uber Eats •  DoorDash •  Waitr

Best Burgers in Town!Best Burgers in Town!

Sunday Gallon  Sunday Gallon  

SpecialsSpecials  $$2020
Not valid holidays or special events

MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAYMONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

 $ 6 LARGE  DAIQUIRIS6 LARGE  DAIQUIRIS

Dine In & � ive � ru Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY SPECIALS AND FULL 

MENU ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

DAIQUIRI RUN ON 61

Call orders in & pick up at 

our drive up window

SEASONAL DAIQUIRISEASONAL DAIQUIRI

PEACH BELLINIPEACH BELLINI

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

******
OPEN FOR 

LUNCH
11 AM

* *****

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * * **

Every Day 
Burger Day
******

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Wed. & Sat. 
Steak Nite

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Also added recently, is the “Laze-O-Phone” ex-
hibit which invites visitors to create their own musical 
laser light show using a full range keyboard, speaker 
and display screen. The one-of-a-kind, full scale mock-
up of the International Space Station awaits nearby 
as well with the latest information on NASA’s future 
plans for space travel and planetary exploration! 

New offerings are available in the Kenner 
Planetarium and Megadome Cinema, too. Since 
re-opening for shows in early November 2020, the 
facility has debuted several new titles centered on 
everything from the starry night sky to the distant 
depths of the universe.

In July, the very popular “Late Nite Laser” shows 
return after their cancellation in 2020. In addition to 
fan favorites such as Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin, Metal-
lica, Rush and others, two never-before seen laser light 
shows will debut this year. “Rocketman” features pia-
no man Elton John’s greatest hits, while “Laser Queen” 
highlights some of the hits of Freddie Mercury and 
company. Both are impressive tributes to iconic mu-
sical artists and are sure to please even diehard fans.

“Late Nite Laser” shows will be offered at the 
Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema Friday 
evenings on July 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2021. Three laser 
shows will be featured each Friday at 7:00, 8:00 and 
9:00 p.m. Tickets are $5 per person per show and are 
available at the Planetarium box office, 2020 Fourth 
Street. The box office opens at 6:30 p.m. on Fridays 
for evening shows. No advance ticket sales are avail-
able. For the full lineup of shows, visit www.kenner.
la.us and click on “Rivertown” or call 468-7231.

After an out of this world time at the Kenner 
Planetarium and Rivertown Space Science Complex, 
visitors can enjoy an equally stellar experience at the 
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts. Featuring 
professional theatrical productions, Rivertown The-
aters for the Performing Arts has been leading the lo-
cal arts community back to live theater since last June. 

Most recently, full capacity audiences enjoyed sold out 
performances of family musicals. Their upcoming sea-
son will feature eight musicals starting with “Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” which is 
slated to run from July 8 through July 18, 2021.

The fall lineup will then include “Cabaret,” “Elf” 
and “Hello Dolly!” The theater also continues to offer 
educational opportunities through their summer the-
ater camps and an intensive workshop with teachers 
from Broadway. For more information or to purchase 
tickets online, call 461-9475 or visit www.rivertown-
theaters.com.

Along with the museums and theaters, River-
town’s boutiques and restaurants are open as well. 
Shopping and dining is made easy in the district 
with ample free parking and walkable connectivity. 
Plan a day to peruse the likes of Tin Roof Boutique, 
Glamherup Beautique and Wicks NOLA Candle 
Company. And don’t forget to grab a bite at Debbie’s 
on the Levee, Gendusa’s or The Porch and Patio 
Wine and Beer Garden. This summer, we invite you 
to reconnect in Rivertown!   

Rivertown 
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Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts 
will offer eight musicals this season.

Hand care
OMC-Kenner provides the latest, most tech-

nologically advanced treatments for all hand, wrist, 
elbow and shoulder ailments, specializing in hand 
surgery and microsurgery. Some conditions treated 
include carpel tunnel syndrome, arthritis and trigger 
finger. The hospital’s hand center includes specially 
trained orthopedic and plastic surgeons, advanced 
practice providers, orthopedic nurses, a certified hand 
therapist and an occupational therapist.
General orthopedic care

OMC-Kenner physicians have deep expertise 
in trauma, foot and ankle, wrist, elbow, shoulder ail-
ments and hand care. In addition, the Ochsner Imag-
ing Center is the only center in the region that offers 
EOS X-ray technology, which gets the best X-rays with 
much less radiation than other equipment.

Multispecialty clinic and wound care
At Ochsner Health Center-Kenner, a nationally 

recognized opioid-free surgery program that ensures a 
rapid recovery is available, with patients needing just 
six weeks of physical therapy to recover. Most patients 
can walk without any assistive devices like a cane in 
less than two weeks. Many patients can drive just two 
weeks following surgery, provided they are not taking 
narcotics.

“Since we are able to minimize the pain before, 
during and after surgery, the recovery time for a knee 
replacement is far less than it has been in the past,” 
said Dr. Dasa. “In fact, some patients are back to work 
in a couple of weeks.”

For more information about orthopedic services 
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, located at 180 
West Esplanade Avenue, or the Multispecialty Clinic 
and Wound Care, located at 200 West Esplanade, Suite 
601, visit www.ochsner.org/kenner or call 468-8600.   

Ochsner 
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468-9125
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 OPEN
MONDAY & TUESDAY 
4:00pm - 10:00pm 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
11:00am - Midnight
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
11:00am - 3:00am

SUNDAY 
11:00am - 2:00am

NEW TABLE GAMES HOURS
Monday & Tuesday 

4:00pm – 2:00am

Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday 
Noon – 2:00am

Friday & Saturday  
Noon – 5:00am

IN JACKPOTS PAID SO 
FAR THIS YEAR!

$10,000,000OVER

Management reserves all rights. ©2021 Boyd Gaming Corporation®. All rights reserved.

CASINO HOURS
Sunday - Thursday  •  8:00am - 2:00am 
Friday & Saturday  •  8:00am - 5:00am


