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City of Kenner undergoing major beautification work and storm prep
Beginning in early August, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn authorized
a citywide cleanup to focus on tree-trimming, high grass and trash, as
well as streetlight issues and pothole repairs, on major streets in all
areas of the city.
At the same time, Kenner is continuing to handle storm preparation tasks, both on the streets and in meetings with state, local and
federal officials, with the peak of hurricane season just weeks away.
“Dealing with COVID-19 and making sure our residents continue
to receive essential services is a top priority, but it’s important for residents to know that is not the only focus in Kenner,” Mayor Zahn said.
The cleanup is a joint effort involving city crews and contractors
and includes beautification of entranceways and gardens as well as
filling in potholes and fixing broken drain joints that are creating dips
in roadways.

How to reduce contamination
in Kenner’s recycling program
Recycling contractor for the city of Kenner, IV Waste, is reporting
experiencing a large amount of contaminated recycling being picked up
with the city’s curbside recycling program. One common misconception
is that thin plastic grocery bags, plastic garbage bags and zipper bags are
recyclable, but they are in fact not recyclable and are contaminating the
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GLASS
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PIZZA BOXES
PLASTIC BAGS
OR OTHER FOOD
CONTAMINATED
CONTAINERS

other approved recyclable items. IV Waste reports the bags get caught in
the sorting equipment and are causing problems with the machinery so
they cannot be processed and recycled.
IV Waste General Manager Julie Tufaro said another issue is residents
filling up the unacceptable plastic bags with other acceptable items, such
as cans, boxes and cardboard. In the sorting process there is no way to
open the bags, so the good recyclable items inside will not make it through
the process to be recycled. “In order to help reduce the contamination in
the city’s recycling program,” said Tufaro, “we are asking residents to keep
all plastic bags out of recycling bins, to double check what you put in your
bin and to rinse all recyclable containers. We are trying to achieve a clean
recycling stream.”
“We urge all residents to be aware of how to properly put out recycling
items for pickup,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. “This will allow all of us to
get the greatest benefit from recycling.”
Other items that are not recyclable are any kind of pizza box and
any soiled papers such as diapers, tissues, paper towels, paper plates or
napkins. Other unacceptable items are #3 through #7 plastic containers,
Styrofoam, bubble wrap, plastic film, clothes hangers, six-pack rings and
plastic wrap.
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“This cleanup will take care of work we need to do both below
ground, at ground level and above ground,” Mayor Zahn said. “This is
something residents will definitely notice. We rely on feedback from
our City Council members to address any problem areas and the work
will involve every area of the city, from the river to the lake.”
The work on major thoroughfares should be finished, weather
permitting, within a few weeks. Work on interior streets will take the
spotlight after that and should continue for the rest of the year.
In addition to the citywide cleanup, storm preparation is also a
huge priority. The early part of this hurricane season has already been
one of busiest on record and forecasters say that trend is likely to continue. The peak of the season is generally from mid-August through
the end of September.

Now and
always, your
health is our
Kenner Police Department
Airport prepares video
priority.

Kenner maintenance crews are trimming trees
and shrubs as part of a citywide cleanup.
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Academy Class No. 18
graduates

outlining all COVID-19 safety
precautions

The Kenner Police Department says that crime in the city is
down 17 percent during the past three months when the coronavirus has intensified, when compared to the same period in 2019.
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When children need care, parents don’t want to travel far.
Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood in Kenner offers a level of pediatric care unmatched in Louisiana for everything from well-child
180 W. Esplanade
Ave.
checkups, annual physicals and immunizations,
to more specialized care through its affiliation with Ochsner Hospital
for Children.
Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood
has three physicians on staff to conveniently treat kids for everything from
routine visits to seasonal illnesses. The physicians are Norman Vince Hill, M.D., board-certified in pediatrics
and internal medicine, Brandi Jones, M.D., who is board certified
in both internal medicine and pediatrics and was recognized in
2019 as “Physician of the Year” within the Ochsner Health system
and Jayesh Madrecha, D.O., who practices full spectrum family

|

medicine. Dr. Madrecha sees everyone from newborns to grandparents – pediatrics and adolescents, as well as preventive care.
“When your child is sick, you want to make sure they receive
Kenner,
LAIt 70065
the best care.
helps if that care can be found close to home,” said
Dr. Hill. “Fortunately, our clinic has three physicians on staff
who are committed to caring for children.”
Dr. Hill’s professional interests include
caring for children with complex medical issues and chronic medical conditions, as well
as adolescents and he continues to look for new
ways to assist patients in and outside of the office and offers digital
medicine and telemedicine in addition to traditional medicine.
“I firmly believe that a combination of up-to-date evidencebased medicine and quality patient time – as well as care of the
page 18
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BUSINESSES THAT HAVE REOPENED
OR PLAN TO REOPEN CAN REGISTER AT

OPENSAFELY.LA.GOV

TO RECEIVE UPDATED NOTIFICATIONS
AND GUIDANCE BY EMAIL FROM THE STATE.

OFFICE of the GOVERNOR

www.kenneremergencyresponse.com
A wide range of COVID-19 information, including resources for individuals
and small businesses, is available on the city’s emergency website, along with
hurricane preparedness facts and tips for the upcoming hurricane season.
All-City Access Line: 468-7240
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www.chateaucafe.com

Excellent Burgers
Inside Dining
Available!
BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.
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METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd

OPENING CHATEAU BLVD. LOCATION IN OCTOBER

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!
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Kenner heroes donate hundreds of homemade masks in Mayor Zahn’s
#MaskUpKenner program
By Allan Katz
In more than 50
years of journalism, I have often witnessed heroic acts by
determined folks during times of emergency and stress.
I think it began for me in 1965 after Hurricane Betsy
swept over Louisiana. I was a young reporter at the StatesItem, then the afternoon newspaper for the New Orleans
metro area. The storm was devastating. Everywhere
looked like it had been bombed, much like 40 years later
when Hurricane Katrina struck. You looked at the devastation immediately after the storms and said, “We’ll never be
able to rebuild.”
Of course, that underestimated the power and determination of the human spirit.
At that time, I was especially struck – and often
thereafter – by many strong-willed individuals who simply
refused to fold their tents or give in to sadness who actually
went out looking for others they could help or things they
could do for the community. I referred to it as the “Spirit
of Louisiana” that I think especially flourishes in South
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Louisiana where we often see Mother Nature at her worst
and have to be resilient.
At the moment, of course, we are living through a different kind of storm. The first pandemic to hit Louisiana in
100 years has been as devastating as any hurricane. Thousands are dead, Jefferson Parish has more coronavirus
cases than any other parish, thousands have lost their jobs
and many businesses are struggling.
Yet, in the midst of this, I have seen scores of strong,
courageous individuals in Kenner ask the question, “What
can I do? How can I help?” I would like to tell you about
some of these strong, resilient individuals.
There is the Palm Vista Garden Club, whose 50
members reside in Kenner and Metairie. This group has
for many years been deeply involved in their community,
often going beyond the usual activities of a garden club.
The Palm Vista members were really struck when
they found out about Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s announcement of the formation of the #MaskUpKenner program.
Mayor Zahn, always on the leading edge of events, is an
impassioned advocate of the mandate of wearing a mask,
keeping social distancing and frequent handwashing. Mayor Zahn said it was a matter of urgency because thousands
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were Konnie and her husband, Kenner businessman Steve
Higginbottom. Konnie, a long-time community volunteer,
made more than 600 masks for the Kenner Police and Fire
Departments adorned with silk-screened logos. Konnie
also keeps a box of face masks on her porch for anyone
to pick up and has already given out over 600 free masks.
Konnie says anyone needing a mask can contact her at
Nextdoor Driftwood.
Among the other contributors creating #MaskUpKenner videos were Sidney Torres, Al Copeland, Jr., Rockin’
Dopsie Jr., Lauren Leblanc Haydel, Miguel Elias and Jahida Lewis Crawford. This is by no means a complete list.
Mayor Zahn, the Kenner City Council and Police Chief
Michael Glaser are thankful to everyone who contributed.
View the #MaskUpKenner postings by clicking on
the “Video” tab on the city’s Facebook page.
Chief Glaser probably put it best in the video on the
city’s Facebook page, “The Kenner Police Department
knows very well the Palm Vista Garden Club and Konnie
and Steve Higginbottom. They are all wonderful volunteers
and great civic leaders. We are grateful to every one of them.”
From my point of view, the whole thing is just another example of the “Spirit of Louisiana,” always triumphant
over any obstacles.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

of Kenner residents didn’t have a mask and urgently needed them. He felt so strongly about it that he enlisted the
help of local business owners to create videos in front of
their storefronts urging Kenner residents to #MaskUpKenner which were then posted to the city’s Facebook page.
He is using the Facebook page to appear with other city officials to talk about the urgency of everyone wearing masks.
“This is something we can do,” said Kathy Bevis, the
president of the Palm Vista Garden Club. The members
of the club immediately set in motion a fundraising campaign to buy materials for face masks and to make contributions to non-profit agencies in the community that were
facing a financial shortfall because one of the impacts of
the coronavirus was to dry up the usual fundraising activities for non-profit organizations.
Soon, the hard-working members of the Palm Vista
group had produced more than 1,500 beautiful masks.
They gave out the masks at no charge to Kenner City Hall
workers, to Kenner police officers, fire fighters and other
city first responders. Bevis, a 28-year resident of Kenner,
and her colleagues at Palm Vista also donated masks and
funds to such non-profit organizations as “Listen to Kids,”
a group that helps teenagers who are survivors of sexual
assaults. The organization also helps teens who are homeless, ranging from infants to 18-year-olds.
Among other Kenner residents who stepped up

Battle rages over November election ballots
By Jeff Crouere
One of the most
contentious national
issues concerns the integrity of the mail-in voting process. While five states, Colorado, Utah, Washington, Oregon and Hawaii, currently send all registered
voters election ballots in the mail, many other states
are looking to move in that direction this year due to
the COVID pandemic.
Leading Democrats are pushing for an expansion of mail-in voting because of their concerns about
the spread of COVID. Many Republicans contend that
Democrats only want voting by mail because it benefits
their party. Regardless of the underlying reason, Democrats are trying to include additional funding in the
next COVID relief package for the United States Postal
Service (USPS) to handle increased volume due to expanded mail-in voting.
This effort has been opposed by Republicans. In
fact, President Donald Trump and Republican leaders
have stressed that mailing to all voters will lead to potential delays, fraud and lost ballots. Earlier this month,
in a press briefing, the president emphatically stated
that “Mail ballots are very dangerous for this country
because of cheaters. They go collect them. They are
fraudulent in many cases.”
Democrats dispute that there is evidence to support “many cases” of mail-in voting fraud. They claim
the process works very well and is needed with so many
Americans concerned about the COVID pandemic. Like
so many other controversial issues, there is no consensus among our political leaders about mail-in voting.
This debate is now directly impacting Louisiana
as we approach the November election. In earlier
elections this year, due to COVID concerns, Louisiana
Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin provided for additional
methods for voters to cast absentee ballots by mail.
However, such provisions have been curtailed for the

November election.
These changes do not meet the approval of Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards. According to Edwards,
“I do not believe the secretary of state’s current plan
goes far enough, because it does not take into account
the seriousness of this global pandemic and the health
and safety of the voters. Simply put – voting should not
be a super spreader event.”
On August 18, via executive order, Edwards declared an “emergency” for the upcoming November 3
election. In the order, the governor emphasized that
“From our poll workers to our voters, people must have
the confidence that they can safely vote. We need to
find a solution that works for the public health of our
people and also for the health of our democracy.”
The current law in Louisiana allows senior citizens, military personnel deployed out of state and hospitalized voters to request absentee ballots. For the November election, Ardoin wants to expand the eligibility
for absentee ballots to those who can prove they have
contracted COVID. These voters would be allowed to
vote absentee if they provide identification to their local registrar. To assist the USPS, the secretary of state
proposes that local officials install additional boxes for
voters to place mail-in ballots. In Ardoin’s view, these
changes are sufficient, and any further expansion of
absentee voting would “strain an already stressed election system in terms of human, physical and technical
resources.”
During the summer elections, Ardoin permitted
a much more expansive absentee ballot program. It
allowed for any person in quarantine, suffering with
underlying conditions or exhibiting COVID symptoms
to request an absentee ballot.
With the expansion of absentee ballots in the
summer, there were additional problems. In July, 5,000
absentee ballot requests were not delivered by the
USPS in Orleans Parish due to insufficient postage. Ardoin said that the delays occurred even though “some

of them were postmarked two weeks before they were
delivered.”
The secretary of state is a staunch supporter of
voting on Election Day. He believes that “voting in person, with poll workers available to answer questions
– and without entrusting a third party to see that the
ballot is properly delivered – is the safest and most efficient way to ensure the ballots are counted.”
Thus, the Louisiana battle between the Republican Secretary of State and the Democrat Governor mirrors the national controversy. Like so many other political squabbles, it might be decided in federal court. The
secretary of state’s plan is the subject of a lawsuit filed
by a coalition of groups including the NAACP and the
Power Coalition for Equity and Justice. It is currently
pending in federal court in Baton Rouge. If the court
does rule, Ardoin hopes that “any ruling would include
the critical mechanisms our office needs to administer
the election.”
Along with the federal lawsuits and the governor’s emergency declaration, the secretary of state’s
election plan will be the subject of hearings before the
House and Senate Governmental Affairs committees.
Needless to say, this issue is hotly contested, and the
eventual outcome may not be known until we are much
closer to Election Day.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from
7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station
WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance”
and provides regular commentaries on the Jeff
Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.
com. For more information, email Crouere at jeff@
jeffcrouere.com.
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City continues to adjust to maintain continuity in services
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
In this issue of
the Kenner Star, you
can read the story of
the city’s Code Enforcement Director James Mohamad, who got COVID-19 and missed nearly two months of work.
His experience is an important reminder of just
how serious the virus can be and how there is no way
to know who will get minor symptoms and who will
become seriously ill.
Though James had no existing health concerns, his case was still severe. He had a minor heart
attack, double pneumonia, and nearly died. Thankfully, after more than six weeks, James returned to
work on Aug. 17.
We take COVID-19 very seriously in Kenner to
protect our employees and our residents so no one
has to go through what James did. That’s why some
employees continue to work remotely while others
have returned to city offices. We want to protect all of
our workers with co-morbidities who could potentially
face very serious COVID complications.
The risk from the virus is also the reason we have
chosen not to hold in-person council meetings. In the
city of Kenner, we want to err on the side of caution
as long as we continue to be able to conduct city business with online meetings – and that has certainly
been the case.
We have been able to make these important decisions and continue to provide essential city services
because of the planning and input from a dedicated

team of employees.
Our Emergency Management Department has
plans that are updated each year on dealing with disaster situations – whether it’s a hurricane, a freeze
or a pandemic.
Emergency Management Director Doug Dodt
and his staff first learned about a dangerous virus in
China in January, and even before news of the spread
of COVID-19 to other countries, they took the existing
Continuity of Operations Plan and began to tailor that
plan in the event COVID became an issue in Kenner.
One part of the plan focused on how we could
manage city operations remotely and hold online City
Council meetings – reducing the type of face-to-face
contact that health experts say can be very dangerous.
With the help of the IT Department, teleconferencing
software was installed on city laptops so that meetings – whether they involved just a few members of
a department or much larger groups – could be held.
The second part of the plan focused on the services provided to the public from city departments.
Emergency Management staff collaborated
with members of my administration as well as all
department directors. The idea was to find out the
primary functions for each department, how many
employees handled those functions and the steps
we could take to make sure those functions continued even during a pandemic.
So when COVID-19 became an emergency situation in March, our plan included specifics for each
department to follow – identifying the equipment em-

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
GENERATE

SOLID LEADS

LEARN

LEADERSHIP SKILLS

BE A CONFIDENT
PUBLIC SPEAKER

IMPROVE

PROFITABILITY

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Tentative Dates:
September 3 & 17
Check website for info.

Copeland Towers Suite & Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member | eaanola.org

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL
4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

ployees needed for remote operations and setting up
staggered shifts for field workers and eventually for
departments that reopened to the public.
Perhaps the most important part of the continuity of operations plan was the establishment of a
single call center so that employees handling the calls
from their homes could send questions and requests
for services to the proper departments.
A great example of the success of our plan is
Code Enforcement, where Mohamad and Assistant
Director Mollie McInnis maintained separate work
schedules, even when that office reopened in May.
And so when James got COVID, the department
still maintained a level of experienced leadership,
enabling it to provide uninterrupted essential services to residents and businesses.
In addition, Code – like other departments

– relied on staggered shifts so that all workers in
a single department were never together at one
time. In the event of a positive COVID test, one
shift would be affected, but the department would
still be able to provide essential services to Kenner
residents.
It’s important for the public to know that while
some city employees have gotten COVID – like workers in governments throughout the New Orleans area
and the entire country – we have a plan in place to
ensure that city operations continue.
We will continue to be careful and our focus on
providing essential services will never waver, so that
we can all stay healthy and “Kenner Proud.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Personal experience of a Kenner
director surviving COVID-19
By Bob Ross – Kenner Public Information Officer
As far as James
Mohamad was concerned, COVID-19 wasn’t
something he was worried about.
Mohamad, 52, director of Kenner’s Code Inspection Department, was a workaholic who regularly put
in 18-hour days. He went to the gym four times a week
and had no serious health issues.
All of that changed on July 4.
Mohamad said he began having headaches and
was running a fever, and at the suggestion of his son,
went to the doctor. The news: He had COVID, but his
symptoms weren’t serious enough for him to be admitted. He was given instructions to follow and sent home.
For the next week, Mohamad never left his bed.
His son and many others checked in on him during the
week. Several told Mohamad about conversations they
had with him.
“I would hear them telling me about some of
the things we talked about, but nothing sounded familiar to me at all,” he said. “I don’t remember that
whole week.”
A short time later, a friend noticed that Mohamad’s lips were turning purple during a visit. He told
Mohamad they were immediately going to the hospital. It wasn’t up for discussion.
At the Ochsner Medical Center emergency
room, Mohamad suffered a minor heart attack. He
was immediately admitted and ended up staying five
days at Ochsner.
“They told me the virus had started attacking all
my organs – heart, kidneys, pancreas,” Mohamad said.
“Later, after I was well enough to be discharged, they
told me if I had arrived five minutes later, I probably
wouldn’t have made it.”
Those five days in the hospital were brutal for
Mohamad. He felt horrible and he was totally isolated.
He could not have any visitors, and the only time a doctor or nurse came into his room was to draw blood or
perform a procedure.
He developed double pneumonia, and on top of
that, the Remdesivir he was given to limit the spread of
the virus in his body triggered hallucinations.
“I was someone who has always been on the go
and now I felt like I was in jail,” he said. “I had never
been in a hospital overnight before in my life.”
After that week, he was sent home and his recovery continued. For the next three weeks, Mohamad

had some good days, but they always seemed to be followed by bad days.
“It was a real roller coaster,” he said. “It’s so hard
mentally because you think you are getting better and
then you have a setback. I have to constantly monitor
my oxygen levels, and there were several times they
tanked and I would fear that the serious symptoms
were coming back.”
Mohamad said when the virus began, he thought
he had a sinus infection. But he soon developed horrible headaches, and in addition to a low-grade fever,
began having trouble breathing.
“That is the worst part in the world,” he said of
the struggle to breathe normally. “It was really scary,
and I have to be honest and tell you there were times I
thought I was going to die.”
He is grateful for his son and his friends who
worried about him and regularly checked on his condition. And he offered a special thank you to the doctors,
nurses and everyone who cared for him at Ochsner.
“They went above and beyond to assure me I was
OK and to give me excellent care. I am very proud to
have them in this community.”
Mohamad said he has thought often about why
the virus hit him so hard. He wasn’t one of those people
who is supposed to be at risk for a severe case of COVID. He was completely healthy and worked out regularly. In fact, he couldn’t remember the last time he
was sick.
He wonders if his busy schedule somehow weakened his immune system. What he’s sure about is how
he now feels about COVID-19.
“This is a very, very dangerous disease,” he said.
“If you know people who had COVID and they had mild
cases, they were lucky and I am happy for them. But
everyone is not going to be that lucky and there’s no
way to know how this virus will affect you.”
Mohamad said people need to wear masks and
follow all the safety protocols – to protect their health
and those around them. He hopes his story convinces
people to take the disease seriously – something he
didn’t do before he got the virus.
“I now know the truth about COVID. Don’t wait
until you or someone you love is hit hard by this virus
to take it seriously.”
Kenner Public Information Officer Bob Ross
can be reached at 468-4091 or bross@kenner.la.us.
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National Night Out Against Crime
scheduled for October 6
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

~ Same Ownership For 45 Years ~
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile
app for both Apple and Android devices and access
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and
other law enforcement-related information.
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calls from neighbors who see something on their
block that raise their suspicion.
Despite the pandemic, please participate
in National Night Out Against Crime by meeting
your neighbors and the officers who patrol your
neighborhood while following social distancing
and masking guidelines. The National Night Out
Against Crime is a great first step in starting your
own neighborhood watch group. It’s an event that
started in 1984 with 2.5 million people in 23 states
and has now grown to include over 37 million people in over 15,000 communities from all 50 states,
U.S. territories, Canadian cities and military bases
worldwide.
If you are interested in learning more about
the National Night Out Against Crime or starting a
neighborhood watch group in Kenner, contact the
KPD Community Relations Division at 712-2294 or
nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. For more information on the National Night Out Against Crime,
please visit https://natw.org.
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Due the coronavirus pandemic, this
year’s National Night
Out Against Crime
Kick-Off Party has been canceled. However, the
36th Annual National Night Out Against Crime
will still be observed on the evening of Tuesday,
October 6, 2020.
There are still a variety of ways to celebrate
the National Night Out Against Crime while observing social distancing and masking guidelines,
including but not limited to introducing yourself
to and becoming acquainted with your neighbors,
while offering yourself as a resource (some might
reciprocate the offer); swapping offers with neighbors to keep an eye on each other’s homes; conducting flashlight walks; holding your own individual/family style picnic on your residence lawn;
decorating your yard with displays of homemade
National Night Out and crime prevention posters/
signs; or just sitting on your front porch with your
lights on, which has become a traditional symbol
over the years. Even during the pandemic, your
participation in these ways will have a positive
impact on your neighborhood and will help increase crime prevention awareness throughout
the streets of Kenner.
Criminals prefer not to venture into neighborhoods where many eyes are on watch, looking for
anything or anyone out of the ordinary. One of the
greatest aids the Kenner Police Department has is
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4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE

Assisted Living Home Specializing in Memory & Dementia Care
STATE-OF-THE-ART RESIDENT ENGAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY • PHARMACIST OWNED & OPERATED
CAREGIVERS ARE CERTIFIED IN MEMORY & DEMENTIA CARE • 24 HOUR CARE & SUPERVISION
BEAUTY SALON • CUSTOMIZED CHEF-PREPARED MEALS • HOUSEKEEPING & LAUNDRY SERVICES
DAILY RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES • 24 HOUR CCTV SECURITY • & MUCH, MUCH MORE...
WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM
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Kenner Seniors Mixed Bowling League

Helping seniors adjust to
residential assisted living

55 & Over • Kenner Bowling Alley • Thursday Nights

By Michelle Lovitt

Is Looking For Bowling Members

If Interested
please call

Johnnie Sullivan
467-7384

Not a sanctioned league

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE BROKERS, LLC

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE SALES & LEASING
CONSTRUCTION AND TENANT BUILD OUT

SID BULLARD, Broker
Sidney Bullard,
Bullard, Marketing
512-5664 Cell
305-0023 Ofﬁce
sidbullard@aol.com

THINGS HAPPEN.
Make sure you have cash when you need it.
Save for a rainy day or,
better yet, a sunny day!
Pay yourself first with
an automatic transfer from
your checking account
to your savings account.
To learn more visit

GULFBANK.COM
or call a banker

504-561-6124

GULFBANK.COM

Change is difficult, so it’s natural
that seniors can have difficulty transitioning to assisted living. While there are many benefits of assisted
living, there’s no getting around the fact that the
move involves changes that seniors don’t always like.
Seniors will best adjust to residential assisted living
with some encouragement and support from family
members during the first days and weeks.
So, how does this happen? How do seniors with
their families come together and face a very hard
change that impacts the entire family? What practical
steps and strategies can be employed to make sure
seniors experience their golden years in the way they
desire and deserve amid change? Here are some effective tips for easing this transition.
Stay in touch
The fear of isolation is one of the top reasons
why seniors are reluctant to the move. Visit more frequently during early months of a new transition. It is
essential that seniors do not feel isolated, rejected or
forgotten. Introduce technology such as Skype, Facetime or Zoom.
Lend an empathetic ear
Moving into assisted living is often accompanied
by mixed feelings of abandonment, inadequacy and
fear of the unknown. The loss of dignity and independence are also really important concerns. It’s natural
for your senior to feel distraught and isolated during
their first few months. How do you address those difficult conversations? How do you listen to those painful
sentiments? It should always be done with empathy.
Patiently listen to all that they have to share.
What matters most is your ear with an understanding
heart. Do not be dismissive. Seniors understand that
you are busy, but you do not want them to be thrust
into a depressive state because of your busyness. Take
some time with them, even schedule it, so that they
know you have not abandoned them.
Don’t be over-protective
Maintaining senior independence is critical
as it promotes a sense of purpose and achievement.
This boosts their self-worth and emotional well-being.
Residential assisted living homes promote this type of

environment coupled with customization of care
services. They aim to ensure independence and privacy for seniors in group settings. Therefore, don’t
become so protective that it prohibits residents
from integrating into their new home. Also, you
don’t want staff to be petrified every time you arrive or call – remember, they are in assisted living
for a reason. Seniors adjust much better once they
learn that caregivers and staff can be trusted. This
happens quickly if they make friends. Once friends
are made, adjusting becomes much easier to foster
resident-to-resident relationships.
Add a personal touch to the new living space
One sure-shot way of helping residents adjust to
a new living environment is by placing familiar items
and keepsakes in their private living space. Bring
their cherished items to their new home such as, the
family Bible, books, magazines, music collection or
photo albums.
Connect with the staff
The staff in residential assisted living homes
become de facto sons and daughters to the residents.
The difference is, they are fully trained and equipped
to address their care needs as well. Staff become
very close to their residents, and you will find a
beautiful relationship will blossom between them.
Therefore, it’s important for the staff to maintain
open communication with family members. Caregivers will see their vulnerabilities and strengths more
so than family and friends.
In closing, Mom and Dad are usually the bedrock of support for their children starting at birth.
They witness all the transitions and even usher their
children through them. Residential assisted living allows adult children to do the same for their parents.
The first couple of weeks at any assisted living home
can be the most difficult, but this information can
make the process flow smoothly.
Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie.
For more information and to schedule a personal
tour of Metairie’s newest home, call 290-1717 or email
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon
Care Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com

School
SEAS Home and
School Association
introduces new
board members
The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Home and School Association Board
met on August 8, 2020 to discuss the
upcoming school year. Discussions
included nine weeks treats, catered
lunch for teachers and to introduce
new board members. Pictured below
are Chrissy Riehm, left and Melissa
Burke, right are co-presidents for the
2020-2021 school year.
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Six reasons why selling your house on your own is a mistake
By Sid Bullard
There are many
benefits to working
with a real estate
professional when
selling your house. During challenging times like
the one we face today, it becomes even more important to have an expert help guide you through
the process. If you’re considering selling on your
own, known in the industry as a “For Sale by Owner” or FSBO, please consider the following six reasons why you shouldn’t.
Your safety is a priority
A real estate professional will have the proper protocols in place to protect not only your belongings, but your family’s health and well-being
too. From regulating the number of people in your
home at one time to ensuring proper sanitization
during and after a showing, and even facilitating
virtual tours for buyers and agents.
A powerful online strategy is a must to attract
a buyer
Recent studies have shown that, even before COVID-19, the first step 44% of all buyers
took when looking for a home was to search
online. Throughout the process, that number
jumped to 93%.
There are too many negotiations
As part of their training, agents are taught
how to negotiate every aspect of the real estate
transaction and how to mediate the emotions felt
by buyers looking to make what is probably the
largest purchase of their lives.

You won’t know if your purchaser is qualified
for a mortgage
As a FSBO, it’s almost impossible to be involved in the mortgage process of your buyer. A
real estate professional is trained to ask the appropriate questions and, in most cases, will be intimately aware of the progress that’s being made
toward a purchaser’s mortgage commitment. The
current mortgage market is rapidly evolving because of the number of families out of work and in
mortgage forbearance. You need someone who is
working with lenders every day to guarantee your
buyer makes it to the closing table.
FSBOing has become more difficult from a legal standpoint
The agent acts as a third-party to help the
seller avoid legal jeopardy. This is one of the
major reasons why the percentage of people FSBOing has dropped from 19% to 8% over the last
20+ years.
You net more money when using an agent
A study by Collateral Analytics revealed that
FSBOs don’t actually save anything by forgoing
the help of an agent. In some cases, the seller
may even net less money from the sale. The study
found the difference in price between a FSBO and
an agent-listed home was an average of 6%. One of
the main reasons for the price difference is effective exposure.
Properties listed with a broker that is a
member of the local MLS will be listed online with
all other participating broker websites, marketing

the home to a much larger buyer population. And
those MLS properties generally offer compensation to agents who represent buyers, incentivizing
them to show and sell the property and again potentially enlarging the buyer pool.
The more buyers that view a home, the
greater the chance a bidding war will take place.
The bottom line is listing on your own leaves
you to manage the entire transaction yourself.
Before you decide to take on the challenge of
selling your house alone, discuss your options
with a Realtor.

Sid Bullard, a Realtor and real estate broker is an active member of the Kenner community and has the local experience to handle both
commercial and residential sales with a local
flare. Bullard can be reached at 512 5664 or by
email at sidbullard@aol.com.

17,000 financial advisors in your
corner. Around your corner.
Christina S Wilson

Katina Summers

Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave
Suite 109
Kenner
467-3995

2400 Veterans Blvd
Suite 484
Kenner
375-2149

e d ward jone s.com
Member SIPC

FREE ESTIMATES
Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!
Tree trimming & removal
Stump grinding
Hedging
Dirt spreading

Fencing
Construction
All landscape needs
30+ years experience

MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned • Fully Insured

432-3548
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Family Owned, We Shop For You!

What are the long-term effects
of COVID-19?

Protection you need, service you deserve. Since
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services
has provided local families and businesses trusted
service and protection

By Sandra Kemmerly, M.D.

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREE QUOTE.

Auto
Boat
Renters

Cycle
Homeowners
Condo
Flood
Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Back to School Specials!
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

GOT GOLD
or SILVER
SILVER?
?
WE PAY
CASH!!
PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”
3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

As COVID-19
continues to spread
around the world, there is still much to be learned
about this new virus. One thing doctors and scientists are still determining is what the long-term effects are for those who may contract it. Since the
onset of COVID-19, 18 million people (and counting) have contracted the disease. While many have
recovered, they still may face some long-term effects post recovery.
Short-term effects of COVID-19
To understand what the long-term effects
of COVID-19 are, we first must understand what
some of the short-term effects are. Like many
respiratory infections, patients with COVID-19
often present with fever, cough and fatigue. Most
patients that get the virus will experience mild
symptoms and can self-treat at home. Those with a
severe case, will often have to be hospitalized and
may require additional oxygen and a ventilator to
help them breathe. Those with a more severe case
of COVID-19 may have:
Inflammation of the lungs. COVID-19 can
move down your respiratory tract and settle in
your lungs, where it can cause intense inflammation. Your lungs have tiny air sacs called alveoli,
where gas is exchanged between your lungs and
the bloodstream. When these sacs get inflamed,
they may develop pus which makes it difficult to
pass oxygen from your bloodstream to your lungs,
making it harder to breathe.
Fluid in the lungs. Excess fluid in your lungs
can cause your lungs to become less elastic. Lung
elasticity represents the lung’s ability to expand or
inflate by pressures surrounding them, and then
the lung’s ability to collapse as soon as the pressure disappears.
An overworked immune system. Because
your body is trying to fight COVID-19, your immune system will work really hard, putting extra
pressure on other organs in your body.
Long-term effects of COVID-19
Because COVID-19 is such a new virus and
there is still much to be learned about it, knowing
for certain what the long-term effects will be is difficult. We have only known about this virus since
December of 2019, so doctors and scientists will
have to continue to monitor recovered patients to
determine what some of the most prevalent longterm effects are. Some initial complications due to
COVID-19 include:
Fibrosis of the lungs – Fibrosis is a lung disease that occurs when tissues of the lungs become
extremely damaged and scarred. Fibrosis from
COVID-19 appears to cause portions of the lung tissue to die and leaves affected patients with what
appears to be holes in their lungs. This is referred
to as post-acute respiratory distress syndrome
(ARDS) fibrosis. ARDS happens when the alveoli
sacs build up with fluid, which deprives your lungs
of oxygen. Patients experiencing fibrosis after
COVID-19 can experience irreversible lung damage, which can cause the patient to experience
severe functional issues with lungs. For example,
a patient may continue to experience shortness of
breath and difficulty breathing well after they are
COVID-19 free. In a few rare cases, the damage has
been so extensive that patients have required lung
transplants.

Blood clotting – Certain patients with serious cases of COVID-19 have also experienced
blood clotting, which can affect the way blood and
oxygen is received to certain parts of your body,
including your limbs and your brain. If blood flow
is restricted from your limbs or brain, it can cause
strokes or destroy vessels and tissues that may
require an amputation. Doctors still do not fully
understand the cause and why patients with serious cases of COVID-19 may be experiencing blood
clotting.
Damage to other organs, such as the kidneys, brain and heart – According to The National Kidney Foundation, 15 to 20% of COVID-19
patients who are hospitalized or in the ICU due to
COVID-19 develop acute kidney injury (AKI). AKI
occurs when your kidneys stop working suddenly,
over a very short period of time. Most COVID patients with AKI who recover may continue to
have suppressed kidney function after discharge.
Patients who have AKI should continue to be
monitored by their physician because their risk
of developing chronic kidney disease is increased.
Additionally, as the air sacs in your lungs fill with
fluid, less oxygen will be distributed in your bloodstream, which can hinder oxygen from getting to
other organs such as your brain and heart. Like
many other viruses, such as the flu, COVID-19 can
also cause inflammation in the brain and heart,
which can cause damage to these organs as well.
Because COVID-19 is such a new disease, doctors
and researchers are still learning what some of the
long-term effects to these organs may be.
Post-intensive care syndrome – being in the
hospital or ICU for an extended period can have
a serious effect on the mental health of an ICU
survivor. Some mental health issues that patients
may face when they are released include posttraumatic stress disorder, anxiety and depression.
Depending on how long they were in the ICU, they
may also experience some cognitive impairment,
such as decreased attention, memory and mental
sharpness and limited physical ability that may
take months, if not years, of rehabilitation to correct.
While you may not fall into the increased risk
category of COVID-19, it can still have a serious effect on your health over the long-term. Additionally, you need to do everything in your power to help
protect family, friends and community members
that may be at an increased risk of serious complications if they contract the virus. Wear a mask and
follow all the guidelines recommended by the CDC
to keep yourself and others safe.
Sandra A. Kemmerly, MD, MACP, FIDSA
has been practicing medicine for over 28 years,
is board certified in internal medicine and infectious diseases and currently is the System
Medical Director of Hospital Quality for Ochsner
Health. In addition to her administrative role,
Dr. Kemmerly maintains an active practice at
Ochsner Medical Center as an infectious disease
physician in the clinic and hospital..

Banking
Back to school, or not
By Guy Williams
Normally at this
time of year, we would
be in full school mode
with football, band
practice, etc., and incurring all sorts of extra student
expenses. This year is a little different. Designer masks
are the go-to fashion accessory, delayed openings and
partial openings are the rule, while travel is still limited.
For college students, many classes are online, and
in some cases all online. Some colleges are also taking
an extended break after Thanksgiving.
The students that we talk to are unenthusiastic
about missing the full college experience. But hanging out in big groups, especially in bars seems to really
spread the virus. This will not last forever but does present some opportunities for cost cutting.
Universities do not like it to be known, but they
are offering tuition discounts for those who ask. After
all, they are not delivering the full college experience.
A Zoom class from your family room is not the same as
real interaction with a professor and fellow students.
Ask for a discount if the university is not delivering the
full pre-COVID-19 experience.
The other place to ask for a discount is on new
admissions to college. Almost no one pays the posted
tuition rate. It is normal to receive a discount from the
listed price, just as it is normal to get a discount from
the sticker price of a new car. Your negotiating position is stronger if your child has good grades and test
scores. Even more important if your child is from an

underrepresented demographic and has good scores
than you will be able to ask for an even bigger discount
or a complete scholarship. You do not need to be rude,
just ask, “Is this the best that you can do? We like your
college, but price is a consideration and we are looking
at other options.”
Beware of student loans. These loans can fund
all sorts of non-essential expenses. If you must get
a loan, get the smallest loan possible. Student loans
follow you until they are paid or until death. They are
not dischargeable in bankruptcy. The collectors are
also extremely aggressive. If private lenders treated
borrowers as badly as the federal student loan program, banks would be charged with violating consumer protection laws. Since the government makes
all the student loans, the private sector consumer
protection laws do not apply.
For high school and lower school students, this is
not the time to splurge. The future is uncertain, and a
little cost cutting can go a long way. The money that you
save can give you options as the economy reopens or
provide liquidity if your income is interrupted.
Therefore, this is an odd year, but it is also a good
time to be a little more careful with your cash.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Education
Back to school in the era of
COVID-19 teachersYes,viaschool
their computers.
looks different, but many things are

By James Gray, Ph.D. still the same. Schools are still a place to learn and disAs we welcome
our students and teachers back to schools, I want to assure the community that
the safety of our students and employees is our top responsibility. The decision to move forward with reopening
schools was not made lightly. Living amongst a pandemic
has become our new normal and we must do our best to
continue to provide a positive educational environment
for our students. Their future depends on it.
Since we closed our schools in mid-March, Jefferson Parish Schools has been hard at work to develop new health and safety protocols. The result is
Start Strong Jefferson, the district’s re-opening plan
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, built using expert
guidance from local public health officials, the Louisiana Department of Education, the Center for Disease
Control and the community via multiple surveys. This
plan lays the foundation for how we can continue to
teach safely and its success will depend on the support and participation of our JP Schools community.
We are all in this together and must do our part to
follow the health guidelines, practice proper social
distancing and wear face coverings.
Back to school looks different this year under our
new health and safety protocols. There are daily temperature checks and additional cleaning procedures.
We will wear face coverings, wash our hands more
frequently and practice social distancing to protect ourselves and our friends. Some of our students will learn
virtually from home, engaging with their friends and

cover, make new friends, play and grow. One thing this
pandemic has shown us is the critical role schools play
in the community to help our children academically, socially and emotionally. Schools provide nutritious meals,
mental health and social services.
I understand some parents are still feeling uncertain with everything going on. As a father and an
educator, I understand those concerns. Jefferson Parish
Schools has always taken pride in doing what is right for
students. Although there will be challenges, we have an
opportunity to show others how to give families options
and provide a safe environment for our students and
employees. We are prepared for the challenges that lie
ahead. We will be nimble and adjust as new information
is released. We will be humble and acknowledge that
even our best plans may need to change.
As I begin my tenure as the superintendent, I
recognize these are extraordinary circumstances
and likely the greatest challenge any of us will face
in our lifetime. The truth is no one knows how long
this pandemic will last. We must continue to educate
our students and put their best interests first to help
them succeed in the long run. Together, we will be
the champions our students deserve.
Dr. James Gray is superintendent of Jefferson
Parish Schools, the largest and most diverse district
in Louisiana, serving around 51,000 students. Dr.
Gray is a 25-year veteran of public education and
most recently served as Jefferson Parish Chief of
Schools. Follow JP Schools on Instagram and Twitter at @jpschools.
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Innovative
heart care,
close to home.

Our team of cardiologists work
closely with each patient to
develop a customized healthcare
plan that is both targeted
and effective. From routine
diagnostics to specialized
procedures, Ochsner heart
specialists are equipped to
provide optimum care in
cardiovascular medicine.

Visit ochsner.org/schedule
or call 504-608-1069
180 W. Esplanade Ave.
Kenner, LA 70065
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Commercial and Residential Contractor
New Construction • Remodeling

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
YOUR HOME EXTERIOR SPECIALISTS
Rooﬁng • Fencing • Exterior Painting

FREE ESTIMATES

John Hollander

Gary Hollander

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3
292-8251

Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

Kenner School Spotlight:
WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY STEM SCHOOL
Washington Elementary STEM School combines a strong tradition
with a focus on 21st century learning. Celebrating excellence
since 1936, Washington Elementary is one of two STEM schools
in Jefferson Parish Schools. STEM schools are designed to provide
a learning experience based on educating students in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics. Students solve realworld problems while working productively as teams using the engineering design process and
engaging in project-based learning. Opportunities are provided to take STEM education beyond
the classroom, to connect STEM learning to careers, to promote lifelong learning, and to create a
STEM-educated workforce that can meet the demands of business in an increasingly complex and
technology-driven economy.
The mission of Washington Elementary is to empower all
learners to achieve academic success and build character
in a safe and respectful environment. The Washington
Elementary pledge is based on ROAR. R-Respect people and
property, O-Open minded, A-Always safe, R-Responsible
Washington Elementary
is located at 606 Clay
Street in Kenner. For
more information, call (504) 464-9111 or visit jpschools.org/
washington. You can also keep up with the latest news by
checking out Washington’s Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
Washington Elementary is represented on the Jefferson Parish
School Board by District 5 member Simeon Dickerson.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,
Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Law
Comparative fault – What is it and
how can it affect my damages
claim?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
In order to receive compensation for damages
such as medical expenses, lost wages and pain and
suffering caused by someone else whether it be a car
accident, slip and fall, or some other negligent harm
done, you must first prove that the other person or
entity was at fault. Proving fault is vital to your case;
if you cannot prove fault, you do not receive compensation. You do not, however, have to prove that you
were free from fault.
Louisiana Law recognizes that there are many
situations in which fault can be attributed to more
than one party. “Comparative fault” refers to the
situation in which more than one party is at-fault for
an accident, including possibly the party claiming
damages. In Louisiana, you can recover compensation from any other at-fault party, regardless of the
degree of your own fault that attributed to the accident. However, under Louisiana’s pure comparative
negligence laws, your compensation will be reduced
by the percentage of your own fault.
In a traffic accident for example, let’s say that
another driver fails to yield at a stop sign and pulls
out in front of you while you were driving a few miles
over the speed limit. The driver who failed to yield is
largely at fault for the accident, but your speed also
contributed to the accident in some way. After a civil
trial, the jury determines that the other driver is 80%
at fault, but because you were speeding you are also
20% at fault for the accident. For simplicity, assume
that your total damages are $100,000, under Louisi-

ana’s comparative fault rules, you are only entitled to
recover $80,000 from the other driver (your $100,000
in total damages less your own 20% liability).
If a case goes to trial, a judge or jury will determine the percentages of fault attributable to each
party, and the monetary award(s) will be reduced
accordingly. Prior to trial, an insurance claims adjuster will consider these comparative fault rules
when evaluating the value of your claim, because
adjusters often try to anticipate what would happen
should the disputed claim go to court.
Remember though, that there is no definite
means or formula for allocating fault, and any assignment of comparative fault will ultimately come down
to you or your attorney’s ability to negotiate with an
insurance claims adjuster or to argue your case and
persuade a judge or jury.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended
and should not be construed to constitute legal
advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

School
Jefferson Parish Schools teams up with
Ochsner Hospital for Children on solutions for a
temperature check upon arrival.
safe return to schools a dailyAllinitial
employees, students in grades PK through 12,
On August 5, 2020, Jefferson Parish Schools (JP
Schools) teamed up with Ochsner Hospital for Children to support a healthy and safe return to school for
students, teachers and employees.
Jefferson Parish Schools engaged Ochsner Hospital for Children to provide evidence-based input and
guidance throughout the development of the district’s
Start Strong Jefferson plan. Teaming up with Ochsner
Hospital for Children will give employees and families
of JP Schools access to customized education and resources based on the latest research. Additionally, JP
Schools administrators will have quick and direct access to pediatricians, child development specialists and
infectious disease experts who can provide guidance
on any COVID-19 health and safety related issues that
arise throughout the year. Ochsner Hospital for Children will also continue to provide guidance on the Start
Strong Jefferson plan, providing updated recommendations as needed based on scientific data, guidance from
local and regional health officials and CDC recommendations.
Under the guidance of Ochsner Hospital for Children’s team, JP Schools will implement several safety
protocols as part of its Start Strong Jefferson plan, including:
All employees, students and visitors must have

and visitors must wear a face covering in all areas
of the school.
Schools will maintain static groups and physical distance to the maximum extent possible.
School spaces will be limited to maximum
group sizes, using the Louisiana Department of Education’s guidelines.
Students will wash or sanitize hands frequently,
at least every two hours.
Schools will have increased cleaning and disinfecting and high-touch surfaces will be cleaned multiple times per day.
School campuses will be restricted for non-essential visitors, volunteers and other groups.
Schools will have a clear mitigation strategies
and protocol for positive and presumed positive cases.
A complete list of safety protocols is available at
www.jpschools.org/startstrong.
“As a trusted community resource, teaming up
with Ochsner will help families and employees return
to school with peace of mind,” said Dr. James Gray,
Jefferson Parish Schools Superintendent. “Their expert guidance was integral to the creation of our Start
Strong Jefferson plan.”
“Ochsner Hospital for Children is committed to
continued on next page
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Plan to play football encouraging but what follows is anyone’s guess
By Ken Trahan
There are so many
questions and we are
closing in on answers.
Will there be high
school football and other high school sports and when?
Will there be college football and when?
Will there be NFL football and when?
The answers are complicated.
As of the beginning of August, the plan is to start
high school football the second week of October with a
slightly shortened season.
Buying time was the right thing to do.
The LHSAA handled and has handled the situation as well as could possibly be done, trying to give its
student-athletes a chance to compete.
If it does not happen, it will not be for a lack
of effort.
Kudos to LHSAA Executive Director Eddie Bonine and his staff for doing diligence in consulting as
many as possible, including Tulane Sports Medicine Dr.
Greg Stewart on how to safely move forward.
On the college level, Tulane is set to embark on its
2020 season with an 11-game schedule.
The Green Wave of Willie Fritz have been working
hard to prepare and will have a season under difficult
circumstances.
To this point, they have handled and navigated all
of the land mines successfully to reach the starting line.
If and when they start, will they get to the finish line?
The same is true of Ed Orgeron and his LSU Tigers.
Coming off a magical national championship season, everyone that loves LSU football wants to see the
Tigers hit the field in defense of their title.
The SEC has been pro-active trying to make it
happen while other Power Five conferences have shut
it down.
Orgeron said there were “two or three” positive
tests in August but the spread of COVID-19 has been
limited. Two of his players (Neil Farrell, Kary Vincent)
decided to opt out of the season, a choice that all have
and can be commended, not criticized for, just as conferences and schools are to be commended, not criticized for trying to move forward and play.
On the professional level, the New Orleans Saints
have been in training camp throughout August.
Of course, the tools at hand are plentiful on the
NFL level to ensure safety and prevention. The promise
of a promising season awaits a very talented Saints roster. There is little doubt that the Saints are a top four or
five team in the league entering the season.
Of course, that season starts with a bang against
Tom Brady and the Buccaneers in the Mercedes-Benz
Superdome on September 13. It will tell us a lot about
both teams and there will be a very minimal home field
advantage with no fans allowed in the stands.
Of course, there will be no fans in the stands for
Tulane’s home opener against Navy on September 19.
Will fans be allowed at the Superdome, Yulman Stadium or Tiger Stadium at any point during
the season?

Jefferson Parish Schools
from previous page

serving as a resource, leveraging the latest research
to provide Jefferson Parish Schools with evidencebased guidance on safety protocols and practices to
foster safe school environment,” said William Lennarz, M.D., Ochsner Hospital for Children System
Chair of Pediatrics.
JP Schools is one of several school districts in the
region receiving support and guidance from Ochsner

That is another question yet to be answered.
What we do know is that all three teams are
poised for good, if not outstanding seasons.
As mentioned, the Saints are one of two favorites
to win the NFC.
LSU is ranked as high as fifth in the country and
its early schedule (Mississsipi State, Vanderbilt, Missouri) is pretty easy. Much will depend on the play of
quarterback Myles Brennan. Filling the shoes of Joe
Burrow is an impossible task. Brennan simply needs to
be solid, good, accurate. He has great weapons to throw
to and good running backs.
Tulane is coming off of two winning seasons and
bowl victories and has a better offensive line, a very
good defensive line and good running backs. Much will
depend on the play of quarterback Keon Howard. Fritz
likes his receiving corps and feels his offense will be
very solid.
As for the Saints, this may be the last hurrah for
Drew Brees in his Hall of Fame career.
Brees has an added weapon in Emmanuel Sanders. He has Michael Thomas, a healthy Alvin Kamara
and Jared Cook.
The question will be the offensive line.
Will Andrus Peat, who broke his thumb during
training camp, be ready and effective to start the
season? How will rookie Cesar Ruiz fare as a firstyear starter?
The defense figures to be better with Sheldon
Rankins and Marcus Davenport healthy and having Janoris Jenkins for a full season and Malcolm Jenkins as a
quarterback of the unit.
Then, there are the detractors, both for and
against playing.
Those who are for playing should not be criticized.
Of course they want to play. Why wouldn’t they?
Fans want to see them play. Why shouldn’t they?
It is all about the safety issue, how safe it is to play
and what true risks are at stake? Is the science truly
clear on this?
Those who are for no one playing should not be
criticized, though some may question the motivation of
a few of those who have that point of view.
Thinking safety first is not a bad thing, not something to be critical of.
Therein lies the rub.
While the coronavirus seems to impact younger,
more physically fit persons in far lesser fashion than
others, are they are any long-term consequences?
We are all hoping that this virus passes and passes
rather quickly, though that does not seem to be the path
we are seeing.
The concept of moving seasons back to the spring
is complicated at best, nearly impossible at worst.
Could it happen?
Surely, it is somewhat feasible but unlikely,
particularly on the college level where some programs will seemingly play in the fall and have bowl
games and a playoff.
The uncertainty is difficult to deal with but
then again, this is what we have all been dealing
with since March.
Hospital for Children. This partnership will supplement and enhance the safety and health standards
required by the Louisiana Department of Education
on reopening schools.
For more information on JP Schools’ Start
Strong Jefferson reopening plan, visit www.jpschools.
org/startstrong. For more information on Ochsner Hospital for Children, visit www.ochsner.org/pediatrics.
For COVID-19 resources for parents, visit www.ochsner.
org/coronavirus/activities-for-kids.

We are used to it, whether we like it or not and I
certainly do not.
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive
officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports director
of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts sports talk shows
nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on
Friday nights during the football season and “The Three

Danielle Korndorffer

Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday mornings
from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the general manager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the MercedesBenz Superdome and does morning sports for all four
Cumulus radio stations in the New Orleans area. Trahan
serves as the president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works
with Life Resources Ministries and is president and emcee
of the Greater New Orleans Quarterback Club.

SOLD

SOLD

$193,900
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7500 Mercury Drive
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$298,000
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New Orleans
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New Orleans
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SOLD
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20 Pack
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99

.
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CASE
2,000
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We’re your BOILING
headquarters!

Monday-Thursday 5 am-6 pm • Friday 5 am-7 pm
Sat. 7 am-7 pm • Sun. 8 am-5 pm

Happy Labor Day!
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Health
Six tips to help your kids adjust
to masks
By Norman Vince Hill, M.D.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Call orders in & pick up at
our drive up window

Best Burgers in Town!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY
SPECIALS AND FULL MENU
ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

DAIQUIRI RUN ON 61

burgers, wings
poboys & more
-- Food Delivery -Uber Eats • DoorDash • Waitr

MONDAY, TUESDAY &
WEDNESDAY - $ 6 LARGE
DAIQUIRIS

Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472•• 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie
266-2472

Wearing masks
these pictures to create a mini book or story that
has been a huge ad- talks about why mask-wearing is important and how
justment for many
it benefits them. You could also include characters
people, but even more so for young children or those
that your child loves. If your child loves Baby Shark,
with disabilities who may not understand the pur- have sharks wear masks in the story. Write the story
pose behind them. Sometimes it can be hard for chil- in first-person, using short sentences. For example,
dren to effectively communicate how they are truly “I am safe in my mask! A mask is fun because I feel
feeling, and instead, they may be fussy, cry or act out
like a superhero,” or “I am like Baby Shark. Baby
in response to having to wear a mask. If your child
Shark wears a mask and I wear a mask!”
is expressing feelings of discomfort or anger due to
Tolerate others wearing masks
wearing a mask, here are some ways to help.
Children may be fearful of others wearing
Choose a comfortable mask and enlist help from
masks because masks and face coverings are associother children
ated with people who provide less than comfortable
Let your child choose between a few mask op- experiences for children, such as dentists, doctors,
tions. They may prefer the way one looks or feels. etc. which are often time very challenging appointHave your child try on a few mask options and share
ments and require assistance from another adult
which one feels the least restricting. Ask them
and sometimes even sedation. Since these appointhow it feels on the bridge of their nose, on the chin, ments are challenging and only occur once or twice
whether it restricts their sight and how it feels when
a year, the child does not get enough practice and exbreathing. Sometimes it can be hard to communi- posure in order to be able to tolerate others wearing
cate what they do or don’t like about a mask, but by
a mask or establish positive associations with masks.
giving them options, you will easily be able to see
Explain to your child the importance of wearing
which characteristics they prefer. If your child is not
a mask and show them that most people are having
able to communicate or decide what’s uncomfort- to wear them now. This will shift their minds from
able about a particular mask, another child can help
thinking that only a few people in certain positions
you troubleshoot which masks to avoid and which
wear masks, to how everyone must now wear masks
are comfortable.
to keep people safe. It’s even better if they can asPractice in small doses using positive reinforce- sociate people wearing masks with people they love
ment
by noticing their friends and family members also
Practice wearing a mask a few times each day
wearing them.
in the comfort of your home while your child is re- Make wearing masks fun
laxed and free to do other activities they enjoy. Set a
Take some time out to associate your masks
timer for a very short period of practice time – about
with playtime and being silly. Here are some ideas:
a minute or so. Give an explicit instruction, “First
Whoever is wearing the mask gets to be “it” for
mask, then snack time,” or, “When the timer goes
hide and go seek or whoever is wearing the mask
beep-beep, we take the mask off and eat a snack!”
gets to choose the movie for family night.
Let your child continue a favorite activity while
Place masks on their favorite stuffed animals.
practicing wearing the mask, such as playing video
Draw different picture scenes and cut them
games or having you read their favorite book to dis- out, including masks on animals and characters. Cut
tract from the mask as much as possible and create
them out and hang them on the walls. You could also
positive associations with wearing a mask.
make Play-Doh masks for fun.
Use gradual desensitization
Collect “dollars” for every person your child
If your child is very resistant, you may want to
sees with a mask. How many dollars did you get after
gradually desensitize them to masks. Here are some
going to the grocery store?
suggested steps:
Dr. Norman Vince Hill is a double boardHave the child hold and touch the mask.
certified pediatrician and adult internal medicine
Touch the mask to your child’s face for a few
physician. As a child with a chronic illness, he deseconds.
veloped an appreciation for pediatrics which drove
Hook elastic around the ears.
him to pursue a career in medicine. Dr. Hill attendKeep the mask on for a brief period.
ed medical school at the University of Maryland in
Gradually wear the mask for longer.
Baltimore and completed a dual internal medicine
These are simply suggested steps and can be
and pediatrics residency at Georgetown University.
broken down even further and personalized to your
During residency he gained exposure to adult and
child’s needs. Practice a few times per day. Graduate
pediatric primary care and specialized training in
to the next step once your child looks relaxed at the
pediatric transplant and neonatal intensive care.
current step.
To schedule your next pediatrics or internal mediCreate a story about masks
cine appointment with Dr. Hill at Ochsner Medical
Gather a few pictures of your child and add a
Center-Kenner or Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood,
mask to these photos. You could use paper and glue
call 443-9500 or schedule online at www.ochsner.org.
to attach a mask to the photo or use Photoshop. Use

KENNER POLICE DEPARTMENT
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073
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Make investments work as hard as you do
By Christina Sulli Wilson
Labor Day is almost here. Of course,
this year the holiday
may have a different impact, given the
employment-related stress and disruptions stemming
from the coronavirus. Yet, it’s good to recognize the
value of work and its importance in achieving your
life’s goals. But if you are going to retire comfortably
and reach your other financial objectives, you also
need to invest – and your investments need to work
as hard as you do.
To help make this happen, you need to know
why you are investing in the first place. You likely
have a variety of financial goals, including short-term
ones – a long vacation, a new car – and long-term
ones, such as a comfortable retirement and the desire to leave a legacy for your family. But you can’t

invest in the same way for these goals. For example,
when you’re planning an overseas vacation for next
year, you want a certain amount of money to be available at a certain time, so you’ll want an investment
that offers a high degree of preservation of principal.
However, when you’re saving for a retirement that may
be decades away, you need to consider investments
that offer growth potential. In any case, you can help
your investments work efficiently for you by matching
them with specific goals.
You also want to keep your investments “on the
job.” In the immediate aftermath of large market
downturns, such as we saw earlier this year, many
people simply stopped investing altogether. But taking a “time out” can be costly. For one thing, when you
stop adding to your investment portfolio, you reduce
its growth potential. Furthermore, if you’re on the
investment sidelines, you might miss out on the next

Entertainment
Celebrate Treasure Chest’s
birthday with big winnings
By Rodney Miller
Several guests
have asked me, “Hey
Rodney! Are y’all doing a birthday promotion
again this year for Treasure Chest’s anniversary?”
The question is both flattering and puzzling. It’s
flattering that people have liked celebrating
Treasure Chest’s birthday with us. But it was
puzzling because it never crossed
our minds not to celebrate
it. Sure, the world has
changed a lot since
last year and regular
events have been
canceled everywhere.
But we’re still bringing the fun and there’s no
reason we can’t still celebrate
by giving you lots of chances to win!
That’s what we’ve been doing for 26 years and
counting!
And with that, I’m very pleased to announce
our $20,000 “Birthday Blowout!” Saturday, September 5 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. We’re celebrating our birthday month and giving you 20,000
reasons to celebrate! 10 winners will be selected
each hour to instantly win $500 cash! That’s right,
cash! And I’ll save you the math and point out
that that’s 40 total winners in one night! You can
start earning entries on Tuesday, September 1.
And if you do join us September 1, you’ll earn 20X
entries for that day! It’s a great way to optimize
your chances of winning one of those $500 cash
prizes!
And what kind of birthday would it be if it
didn’t involve gifts you didn’t even know you
needed? Probably still pretty good considering
the aforementioned $20,000 “Birthday Blowout.”
But still join us Friday, September 18 from 8:00

a.m. to 10:00 p.m. for our “Robot Vacuum Giveaway!” Automate your cleaning with this great
gift by simply earning 125 “Tier Credits,” then
swipe at any kiosk to receive a rechargeable robot vacuum, while supplies last!
With a $20,000 “Birthday Blowout” prize
pool and a robot vacuum gift, you can really clean house this month
both literally and figuratively!
And don’t
miss out on the
Café Pontchartrain! We’re still
serving up the
good eats daily with
all your deli favorites!
For your safety and convenience,
you can get it either dine-in or to-go Monday and
Tuesday from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Wednesday
and Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to midnight; and
Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. till
close!
Happy Birthday? You bet it is! And we’re excited to celebrate with you this month with some
great cash prizes and gifts! As always, we’ll see
you on the lake!
Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or
older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on
Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

market rally – and the biggest gains often happen in
the early stages of these rallies.
Not everyone simply abandons the investment
world following a downturn, though – some people
just put more money into cash and cash equivalent accounts. And while it’s a good idea to have enough cash
on hand for emergencies (about three to six months’
worth of living expenses), you may not want to have
cash as the major component of your portfolio. Cash
simply doesn’t “work” hard enough in the sense of providing you with long-term growth opportunities.
So, whether the markets are moving up, down
or sideways, it’s important to keep investing and
keep a reasonable percentage of growth-oriented
investments in your portfolio, with the exact amount
depending on your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon. These investments will fluctuate in value, but the
longer you hold them, the more the impact of shortterm drops may be reduced, especially if you maintain
a diversified portfolio, although diversification, by itself, can’t ensure a profit or protect against loss in a

declining market.
Finally, here’s one other step you can take to help
keep your investments working hard – check up on
them periodically. Review your portfolio at least once a
year to determine if it’s still helping you make progress
toward your goals. If it seems like you’re falling behind,
you may need to adjust your investment mix.
You’ve probably discovered that hard work pays
off for you in just about every endeavor – so why should
it be any different with investing? Keeping your investments working diligently can help boost your chances
of achieving your important financial goals.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be
reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot
provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or
qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

19,405

THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?

Call us to advertise! 468-9125
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Falls in the elderly
By Craig Goodwin
Each year onethird of elderly adults,
aged 65 and over and
living at home, fall.
Sixty percent of nursing home residents also fall
each year. There are many reasons and risk factors
why someone may sustain a fall. Research shows being over 65, having poor balance and muscle weakness, medication usage, environmental hazards,
acute illness, visual disorders, dizziness and low
blood pressure are frequent factors that contribute
to falling. The older you are, the more likely you are
to fall and sustain injuries.

A fall can have devastating effects on a person’s
quality of life. One-fourth of elderly persons who
sustain a hip fracture die within six months of injury.
More than 50 percent of older patients who survive
hip fractures are discharged to a nursing home and
nearly one-half of these patients are still in a nursing
home one year later. Elderly individuals who sustain
a hip fracture experience a 10 to 15 percent decrease in life expectancy and a meaningful decline
in overall quality of life.
Exercise was found to be the single most important prevention factor in lowering the risk of
falls as we age. Exercises that help improve balance,
increase flexibility and improve strength in the hips,

knees and ankles show a significant improvement in
the reduction of falls.
Safety management of home hazards, such as
throw rugs and poor lighting, and the presence of
support rails in the bathroom and around steps or
stairs will also reduce the incidence of falls. To decrease the chance of falling, it is recommended to
seek medical consultation from a primary physician
on medications that may cause low blood pressure.
Pressure stockings and elevating the head of the
bed are all good recommendations to help reduce
the risk of falling. It is important to take action to
decrease the risk factors that contribute to falling.
Help prevent falls by staying fit and active through

exercise and eating a healthy diet.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra
Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to
the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Community
Jefferson Parish partners with the Blood Center to host blood drive, testing all donors for
COVID-19 antibodies
Jefferson Parish, in partnership with The
Blood Center, will be hosting a blood drive on
Saturday, September 12, 2020, from 10:00 a.m.
until 2:00 p.m. at Johnny Bright Playground, located at 3401 Cleary Avenue in Metairie. Donors
will also receive a test for COVID-19 antibodies.
To make an appointment to donate blood

go to this website, https://www.tbcdonors.org/
donor/schedules/drive_schedule/41357.
Once donors make an appointment, they
should visit “Fastlane” at www.thebloodcenter.
org/fastlane after 12:01 a.m. on the day they plan
to donate to complete medical questions. All individuals should eat a good meal before donat-

ing and bring their ID to the site. When donors
arrive to the site, they will have their temperature checked and will be screened for COVID-19
symptoms. Once qualified, they will be assigned
a number and be spaced out for social distancing
purposes.
Test results for antibody testing will be

available after 48 hours. Blood donors must give
their email address. They will then be instructed
to set up a blood donor account to access their
test results. Test results are not given via email,
snail mail or phone call, in order to not violate
HIPAA regulations.

Government
Louisiana Treasury returns a record $62.7 million in unclaimed property
Louisiana State Treasurer John M. Schroder announced on August 20, 2020 that the Louisiana Department of Treasury shattered previous
records by returning $62.7 million in “Unclaimed
Property” money during the fiscal year that ended June 30. In the previous fiscal year, the treasury returned $51.8 million.
“We continue to find new ways to reunite

people with ‘Unclaimed Property’ money. I’m
especially pleased that we set a new record during a pandemic, when people and businesses
really needed this money. We reunited one New
Orleans family with more than $2 million,” said
Treasurer Schroder. “The rate at which we’re returning money makes it clear ‘Unclaimed Property’ needs to be protected for future claimants.

On November 3, you’ll be asked to vote on creating a constitutional trust fund for ‘Unclaimed
Property.’”
Each year millions of dollars in unclaimed
cash, stocks, bonds, securities and insurance
proceeds are turned over to the state treasurer’s
office. Known as “Unclaimed Property,” these
funds include payroll checks, old bank accounts,

royalties, utility deposits, interest payments,
stock certificates and life insurance proceeds.
One in six individuals in Louisiana has unclaimed
property, with claims averaging $900.
To find out if you have unclaimed property,
search at www.latreasury.com.

Inspector General warns about new Social Security benefit suspension scam
On August 19, 2020, Social Security Inspector General Gail S. Ennis issued a warning to
the public about fraudulent letters threatening
suspension of Social Security benefits due to
COVID-19 or coronavirus-related office closures.
Social Security will not suspend or discontinue
benefits because offices are closed.
The Social Security Office of the Inspector
General has received reports that Social Security
beneficiaries have received letters through the
U.S. mail stating their payments will be suspended or discontinued unless they call a phone number referenced in the letter. Scammers may then

mislead beneficiaries into providing personal
information or payment via retail gift cards, wire
transfers, internet currency, or by mailing cash,
to maintain regular benefit payments during this
period of COVID-19 office closures.
As of Tuesday, March 17, 2020, local Social
Security offices were closed to the public due
to COVID-19 concerns. However, Social Security
employees continue to work. Social Security will
not suspend or decrease Social Security benefit
payments or Supplemental Security Income payments due to the current COVID-19 pandemic.
Any communication that says Social Security will

do so is a scam, whether received by letter, text,
email or phone call.
Social Security will never threaten benefit
suspension, arrest, or other legal action unless
a fine or fee is paid. Social Security will never
promise a benefit increase or other assistance
in exchange for payment or require payment
by retail gift card, cash, wire transfer, internet
currency or prepaid debit card. Social Security
will never demand secrecy in handling a Social
Security-related problem or send official letters
or reports containing personally identifiable information via email.

If a letter, text, call or email received is
suspicious, about an alleged problem with your
Social Security number, account, or payments,
beneficiaries are requested to hang up or to not
respond. Report Social Security scams using
the dedicated online form at https://oig.ssa.gov.
Social Security wants people to share this information with friends and family, to help spread
awareness about Social Security scams.
Learn about Social Security services during
the COVID-19 pandemic by visiting the Social Security Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) page at
www.ssa.gov/coronavirus.

Latin American News
Encouraging Census response
for 2020
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By Rafael E. Saddy
Every 10 years,
the U.S. Census
counts everyone living in the United States. It
is important to count every person living in your
home to make sure your community and others
across the nation are accurately funded and represented for the next decade.
Why is the 2020 census so important? Political power in Congressional reapportionment
and redistricting, money allocation to support
vital programs and grants are determined for ten
years by the results of the census count. From a
Census standpoint, money follows the numbers,
not the need.
Communities rely on census statistics to
plan for a variety of needs, including new roads,
schools and emergency services. Businesses use
census data to decide where to build factories,
offices and stores. On the 2020 census, you have
the option to identify a relationship as same sex,
providing statistics that can inform local planning for families and housing.
Be sure to count anyone that lives in your
home when recording the 2020 census. This includes grandparents, young children, foster children and nonrelatives who are living with you.
Information collected in the census will inform
the allocation of more than $675 billion in federal funding each year. That includes money for
things like first responders, school meals, Medicare and Medicaid, adoption assistance, food
assistance programs, libraries and community
centers.
Your personal information is kept confidential by law. Your responses can be used only for
statistical purposes. They cannot be used for law
enforcement purposes or to determine your personal eligibility for government benefits.
Respond to the census as soon as possible.
April 1, 2020, “Census Day” was observed nationwide. By this date, most homes received an invitation to participate in the 2020 census. In May
2020 census takers began visiting homes that
had not responded to the mailed 2020 census
to make sure everyone was counted. In December of 2020 the U.S. Census Bureau will deliver
apportionment counts to the president of the
United States and Congress as required by law.
On March 31, 2021 the U.S. Census Bureau will
send redistricting counts to states. This information is used to redraw legislative districts based
on population changes.
The online census form is available in English and 12 additional languages. If you do not
speak one of those languages, someone else in
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your home can complete the form or someone
can translate for you. This includes a child in
your home or a friend.
Self-response to census results as of August
10, 2020 in the nation was 63.3%. In Louisiana it
was 57.4%. Jefferson Parish reported 63.4% and
Kenner 63.1% responded. Our city is leading the
state and is at par with the parish and nation,
but there is still a long way to go. To keep tabs on
how many households in your community have
responded, visit this map of self-response rates
from across the country at https://2020census.
gov/en/response-rates.html.
Counting everyone in the U.S. requires
everyone’s help – and it starts with you and
the people in your community responding
to the 2020 census. For more information,
visit www.2020census.gov. For Spanish go to
www.2020census.gov/es.
Community announcements
Sept.10 – Free COVID-19 testing by JeffCare, located at 5001 West Bank Expressway in
Marrero from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. All in the
community are welcome, first come, first serves
while supplies last.
Sept.16, 24 and 29 – Free COVID-19 testing by JeffCare, located at 3616 S. 1-10 Service
Road West in Metairie from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
All in the community are welcome, first come,
first served while supplies last.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.,
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information
and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us
and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Knowledge is
of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves or we
know where we can find information on it.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

By foodieforone.com
You really want to prepare this Ultimate Queso.
And then you want to use it on everything. Queso
Burger, Queso and Mac, Queso and Chips, Queso
and Eggs, Queso and Hot Dogs, Queso and Tater
Tots, you get the point. This queso is fantastic!
INGREDIENTS
32 ounces Velveeta Cheese block or
comparable; 1/2 pound crispy cooked and
crumbled bacon; 1 10-ounce can Rotel diced
tomatoes and green chilis or similar tomatoes;
1/4 cup diced jalapeno pepper; 1 whole purple onion, diced; 4 ounces cubed
Colby Jack; 2 ounces cheddar cheese; 4 ounces shredded gouda; 1 head
fresh garlic, minced; 1/2 cup milk, slightly warmed before incorporating into
the mix
DIRECTIONS
We used a disposable 9 x 13 tin baking pan to prepare our Queso. Any oven-proof deep baking dish will
suffice. Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Place all ingredients, except the milk, in the disposable pan, or
oven safe baking dish, and place in the oven for 15 minutes. After 15 minutes, add the 1/2 cup of milk
that has been slightly warmed, and stir, mixing everything.
Return to the oven and bake for 10 to 15 minutes more, until everything incorporates.
Have chips standing by for dipping. In the coming days you will want to rewarm your queso to drizzle on
burgers, or, for making a small pan of mac and cheese, queso style. Add more milk for thinning, because
the queso will thicken as it cools.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

COVID-19 information is available at
www.kenneremergencyresponse.com

with a separate section for Spanish speaking residents.

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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Kenner beautification/storm prep
from page 1

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC

7 Da
A W ys
eek

Residential • Commercial

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES

The staff of Kenner’s Emergency Management Department works year-round to prepare the
city for tropical weather, but many of those preparations gear up this time of the year.
That includes doubling down on the cleaning
of storm drains throughout the city and coordinating with garbage contractor IV Waste to make sure
that garbage claw trucks, already out on the streets
three times weekly throughout the year, are available seven days a week in the event of a storm.
However, the storm preparation also includes
work behind the scenes, no less important, that
many residents may not be aware is taking place.
Some of that preparation involves coordinating with the Kenner Police Department and Kenner Fire Department for proper staffing levels and
resources; taking part in regular planning and
training with parish, state and federal response
agencies and testing generators at key facilities, including portable generators for lift stations.
“From Emergency Management Director Doug
Dodt and the staff of the Emergency Management
Department, to department directors and city work
crews, we have a great team that ensures we are

prepared for whatever the hurricane season may
bring,” Mayor Zahn said. “That same teamwork with
Police Chief Mike Glaser and the City Council is also
crucial to the city’s storm preparation efforts.”

A number of different crews will be
working on major thoroughfares
throughout the city trimming trees.

REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Kenner city workers are out and about
cleaning storm drains throughout the city
to prepare for peak hurricane season.

Call Today: 466-8577
Recycling
from page 1

Accepted curbside co-mingled items include #1
plastics such as soda and water bottles and #2 containers such as milk, juice, shampoo and detergent containers only.
Cardboard or boxboard with drink cartons flattened and corrugated, paperboard boxes, shoe boxes
and cereal boxes are accepted. Residents are asked to

Ochsner
from page 1

whole person – is the best way to keep children
and adults healthy,” Dr. Hill said.
As part of Ochsner Health, the leading
health system in the Gulf South, children also
have access to specialty care at Ochsner Hospital for Children, which has been ranked in
2020-2021 among the “Top 50 Children’s Hospitals in the Country” for pediatric cardiology
and heart surgery specialties by U.S. News and
World Report. Ochsner Hospital for Children
also offers advanced care in 30 specialties and
sub-specialties.

As part of Kenner Mayor Zahn’s citywide
beautification program, city workers are also
repairing street lights in and around all of Kenner.

flatten corrugated boxes and place in recycling can or
on the ground next to the can.
Paper such as junk mail, coupons, white or colored paper, gift wrap, envelopes, paper grocery bags,
magazines, newspaper, telephone books and paperback books can be recycled. Metal such as washed
small aluminum and steel cans are acceptable.
Any residents wanting to contact IV Waste for
more information should visit their website at ivwaste.
com/kenner or call 224-8471.

Care when and where your family needs it
At Ochsner, multiple appointments can be
scheduled on the same day to enable patients
to miss less school or work, test results will be
gotten by the right doctor ahead of appointment
time, patients will not wait for appointments and
when patients communicate through MyOchsner,
they can expect to get an answer back quickly –
within an hour, in most cases.
For more information on pediatrics at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood, located at 2120
Driftwood Boulevard in Kenner, visit www.ochsner.org/kenner or call 443-9500.
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Kenner Police graduates
from page 1

for coronavirus. Included in these interactions are
arrestees that had to be transported to a hospital.
Jefferson Parish, which includes the city of Kenner, leads Louisiana in the number of coronavirus
cases. In every interaction, says Sergeant Hales, the
officers followed a strict protocol in their use of Personal Protective Equipment, decontamination and
monitoring for possible coronavirus symptoms.
“We are exceptionally well prepared for this
emergency,” says Sergeant Hales. “The credit for
that goes to Chief (Michael) Glaser and the executive staff. We have all the protective gear we need,
including gowns, masks and gloves.”
Sergeant Hales said the coronavirus crisis has
forced other changes at the KPD. “We’ve had to
close the lobby at KPD Headquarters,” says Hales.
“We are taking calls for service over the phone and
communicating with residents over the phone
where we might ordinarily communicate face-toface.” He said that despite the strains on the KPD,
they have been able to provide non-contact police
response to citizens who need them.
Hales said several KPD officers have had to

quarantine themselves after coming in contact
with persons confirmed to have the coronavirus. He
said all the officers have returned to duty. “We’ve
been extremely fortunate that all of our officers
have recovered,” said Sergeant Hales. “Several
police departments in the region have had officers
fatally infected with the virus. At the same time, we
know that it is too soon to celebrate. We agree with
the public health experts who say we are just in the
second inning of a nine-inning game so we will continue to be vigilant.”
The sergeant said that even with the decline
in crime, the criminal acts that have continued to
flourish are burglaries of parked trucks and cars
and shoplifting. “I’ve been told it was the same 50
years ago in Kenner – folks who don’t lock their vehicles when they park get burglarized.”
Sergeant Hales said despite the strains
caused by the coronavirus, the KPD has been able
to maintain the intensive patrolling and fast response times for which it is known. “We expect the
virus will be around for a long time,” said Sergeant
Hales. “But we will keep on giving the high quality
of service we are known for and take a lot of pride
in for our performance.”
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4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

******
OPEN FOR
LUNCH
11 AM

******

Beer bucket specials
and great food. WIFI.

******
Great
Burgers
******

Wed. & Sat.
Steak Nite
OPEN 11 AM - 4 AM

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

Airport
from page 1

partners are working together to implement new practices that safeguard passengers and employees against
the spread of COVID-19 during their time at the airport.
These efforts include facility updates such as
installation of signage that promotes healthy practices
such as physical distancing of at least six feet and proper
hand washing, physical barriers that provide a shield between the public and workers and frequent sanitization
of high touch areas using EPA-approved chemicals.

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM

WE OFFER:
{ One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

Community
Palm Vista Garden Club donates face masks
Palm Vista Garden
Club raised money
to buy materials to
make face masks and
donated them to
Kenner city workers,
police officers, first
responders and
fire fighters.

{ Comprehensive one-on one evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a
comprehensive customized program designed to fit your goals.
{ Early morning
& after work
appointments
available

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

See website for bio, classes
& more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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$

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 1

Swipe at any
kiosk before
playing to receive

20X ENTRIES!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 | 7:00pm - 10:00pm
It’s Treasure Chest Casino’s BIRTHDAY MONTH
and we are giving you 20,000 reasons to celebrate!
10 winners will be selected each hour to instantly win $500 CASH!
Restrictions apply. Receive one entry during promotion. 10 Tier Credits = 1 Entry.
Earn entries starting Sept 1 - 5. Check in at any kiosk starting at 6:00pm on promotion day.

AUTOMATE YOUR
CLEANING!
Simply earn 125 Tier Credits then
swipe at any kiosk to receive a
rechargeable robot vacuum!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
8:00am - 10:00pm

While supplies last.Must earn required tier credits on promotion
day. Limit one gift per eligible player. Lost or stolen tickets will
not be replaced. Printing ticket does not guarantee gift.

SERVING DELI FAVORITES DAILY!

DINE IN OR TO GO

Monday & Tuesday: 4:00pm - 10:00pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 11:00am - Midnight
Friday & Saturday: 11:00am - 3:00am
Sunday: 11:00am - 2:00am
Management reserves all rights. © 2020 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064

Price in

PRESORTED

354610Fkt_TC_SeptKennerStar2020_AD_10.25x11.125
8.2020
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
KENNER, LA
PERMIT NO. 49

www.kennerstar.com

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

SEPTEMBER 2020

