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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner (OMC-Kenner) earned an 
‘A’ Spring 2020 Hospital Safety Grade from The Leapfrog Group, 
a designation that recognizes efforts in protecting patients from 
harm and meeting the highest safety standards in the United 
States. In addition to OMC-Kenner, 10 other Ochsner facilities 
also earned ‘A’ grades.

The Leapfrog Group is an independent national watchdog or-
ganization committed to healthcare quality and safety. The Safety 
Grade is a letter assigned to all general hospitals across the coun-
try and updated every six months, assessing how well hospitals 
prevent medical errors and other harms to patients.

“As the nation copes with a challenging pandemic, our 
gratitude extends to hospital leadership and healthcare workers 
everywhere for their tremendous dedication,” said Leah Binder, 
president and CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “We hope this ‘A’ helps 
to thank the people who work and volunteer for Ochsner hospi-
tals and their partner facilities. They are role models in putting  

Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner recognized with an 
‘A’ by Leapfrog in Spring 
2020 Patient Safety Grades

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, under emer-
gency powers granted in two legislative acts, 
on May 20, 2020, signed a contract between 
the city of Kenner and IV Waste, LLC. to 
continue garbage pickup in Kenner without 
interruption.

Said Zahn, “I will not let the legal chal-
lenges of a disgruntled city contractor disrupt 
garbage collection for our businesses and 
residents. The contract I signed today, under 
emergency executive orders, is monetarily 
equal to the contract between the city and 
Ramelli Waste. But I stand by the pledge that 

while our residents and businesses will not 
pay one penny more for their garbage pickup 
by IV Waste, the service they will get will be 
more reliable and satisfying than before. 
Furthermore, the benefits to the city of Ken-
ner will be greater.”

Added Zahn, “By signing this ‘emer-
gency contract’, we are now guaranteed that 
Mr. Ramelli and his team of lawyers will no 
longer be able to threaten the routine waste 
management that is critical to our people 
especially during this viral pandemic.” Zahn 
signed the contract pursuant to authoriza-

tion granted to him by the Louisiana Health 
Emergency Powers Act, La. R.S. 29:760 and 
the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emer-
gency Assistance and Disaster Act, La. R. S. 
29:721.

A back and forth legal battle has ensued 
since Zahn chose to exercise the city’s non-ex-
clusive option to choose a new waste manage-
ment company. Zahn’s decision to contract 
with IV Waste was ratified by the Kenner City 
Council through Ordinance No. 11718. Bob 

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn signs emergency contract with IV 
Waste to ensure uninterrupted garbage pickup

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced 
the reopening of three Kenner offices begin-
ning May 18, 2020, with strict social distanc-
ing and health guidelines in place, under 
the city of Kenner’s “Reopening Plan” with 
plans to reopen other departments and city 
services when prudent to do so.

Kenner Code Enforcement and Clerk 
of Court will both be located in Building A 
of the Kenner City Hall complex, located at 
1801 Williams Boulevard. (Building A faces 
Williams Boulevard). The Kenner Finance 

Department is in Building D, located at 1610 
Rev. Richard Wilson Drive in Rivertown. All 
three offices will be open during normal 
business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

In addition, a full range of services will 
continue to be available from the Kenner 
Community Development Department and 
the Kenner Food Bank, Mayor Zahn said.

The brake tag station and other city 
offices will remain closed. However, the 
other departments also continue to con-
duct business remotely, either online or 

through the Kenner City Access Line, 468-
7240.

“We are moving forward cautiously and 
carefully starting with our soft opening on 
May 18,” Mayor Zahn said. “Our plan is to 
reopen in phases to maximize the safety 
of our employees and residents, while still  

Three Kenner offices opened on May 18  
as part of city reopening plan, other 
services remain available

Any Kenner resident wishing to recycle should contact Ken-
ner’s new provider, IV Waste, at 224-8471 or visit ivwaste.com/
kenner to request a new recycle bin. The new bins are on roller 
wheels and have a lid. The Kenner green recycle bins can still be 
used.

The items that 
can be recycled curb-
side include plastic #1 
(soda/water bottles) 
and #2 (milk/juice/
shampoo/detergent 
containers) only. Plas-
tics labeled #3 through 
#7 are not recyclable. 
Cardboard /boxboard 
such as drink cartons, 
corrugated/paper-
board boxes, shoe 
boxes, cereal and 
cracker boxes, paper 
egg cartons, soft drink 
boxes are accepted except for waxboard juice or milk containers. 
Flatten corrugated boxes and place in bin or on ground next to bin. 
Paper such as junk mail, coupons, white/colored paper, gift wrap, 
envelopes, paper grocery or shopping bags, catalogs, magazines, 
newspaper, telephone books and paperback books are accepted. 
Metal such as small aluminum and steel cans are acceptable for 
recycling. Glass is not recyclable under the city’s program.

Even though some items may have a recycling logo on them, 
they are not accepted by the city of Kenner’s recycling program. 
The items not accepted are Styrofoam, plastic bags or film, pizza 
boxes, bubble wrap, plastic bags, plastic or foam packing material, 

Recycling reminders for 
Kenner residents
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Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Parks and Recreation Director Chad 
Pitfield announced on May 22, 2020, that there will be no KPRD summer 
camp this year due to the continuing impact of the coronavirus.

Putting on a camp while maintaining social distancing, conducting 
regular temperature checks and following all the necessary health precau-
tions simply poses too many risks, Mayor Zahn said.

“On the one hand, we understand that summer camp is a great outlet for 
both kids and their parents,” Mayor Zahn said. “But ultimately, this is about 
the safety of all residents and not allowing any hot spots to develop in the city.”

Zahn and Pitfield said the Recreation Department is offering free 
online programs, including Zumba, martial arts and music lessons for both 
kids and adults. They can be accessed through the Parks and Recreation 
Facebook page or by calling the Kenner City Access line at 468-7240 for 
more information.

In the coming weeks, all athletic and Leisure Services programs, in-
cluding baseball, dance, gymnastics and martial arts, will be evaluated for 
possible re-opening.

“We hate to disappoint the kids, but, moving forward slowly and care-
fully is in the best interest of our children, parents and everyone in the 
city,” Zahn said.

Kenner Recreation will not 
hold summer camp due to 
COVID-19

Meals on Wheels PLUS was created by Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn 
as a way to get additional food to seniors already on the Jefferson 
Council on Aging Meals on Wheels list so they wouldn’t have to go 
out to the grocery as much, or perhaps at all, for a while. The elderly 
are among the highest risk individuals.

Those contributing include CRC Global Solutions and owner 
Ronnie Mains, Port Orleans Brewing Company, Brees Dream  

Meals on Wheels PLUS 
provides meals to high risk 
seniors in need
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THANK YOU
to the many airport employees
that continue to keep the airport
safe and operational for the
transportation of critical personnel
and equipment to our community.

Louis Armstrong
New Orleans
International Airport
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers 

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining 
Available!

METAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd

(504) 293-2490

METAIRIEMETAIRIE
111 Veterans Blvd
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We’re ready to provide 
the care you need.
During these challenging times, we know your 
healthcare needs do not stop. Neither do we.

With new safety and screening measures in place, rest assured that 
Ochsner is here to continue caring for you and your family.

For more information about your 
appointment or the measures we 
are taking to keep you safe, visit  
ochsner.org/safe or call us  
at 866-824-4934.

180 W. Esplanade Ave. 
Kenner, LA 70065

Mobile Check-In with 
MyOchsner

ePre-Check for your 
appointment and pay your 
copay in advance. Mobile 
Check-In lets you tell us 

you’ve arrived automatically 
at most locations.  

For more information, visit 
ochsner.org/checkin.

Screenings and Safety 
Precautions at All 

Locations
For the protection of 

our patients, visitors and 
employees, masks are 

required at all of our locations. 
If you don’t have a personal 
mask, one will be provided.

Everyone who enters our 
facility will go through a 

temperature check station.

Enhanced Cleaning 
and Sanitation

We are regularly cleaning 
our locations and equipment 

to ensure your safety. In 
addition, we have hand 

sanitation stations available 
throughout our locations to 

keep your hands clean.

Skip the Waiting 
Room with Curbside 

Arrival
With our Curbside Arrival 
system, you can check in 
and comfortably wait in 

your car at many locations.

Promoting Social 
Distancing

We’ve organized all of 
our locations to allow 
for social distancing 
with visual reminders 
encouraging everyone 
to remain 6 feet apart.

Expanded Virtual Visit 
Offerings

Access 24/7 urgent care 
virtual visits with Ochsner 

Anywhere Care for only $10.

Now offering virtual 
appointments for primary 
and specialty care needs. 

Visit ochsner.org/MyO  
to learn more.

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CHECK OUT OURCHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEERPACKAGE BEER
“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

 Ice Cold Ice Cold 

    KEGKEG BEERBEER

21.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASESUITCASE

To Go!To Go!

6.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack
18.99

Long Neck BottlesLong Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

DRY ICEDRY ICE
  1.15 lb. lb.  1.15

COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS

5..49
COKE, DIET COKE, 

DR PEPPER AND OTHER 
12 PACK 

COKE PRODUCTS
12 PACK
4949

WE ARE OPEN!
Serving the community!

theicehousekenner.comtheicehousekenner.com

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
ROASTED HONEY NUTSROASTED HONEY NUTS 
By foodieforone.com

We hope everyone is getting through the 
Covid-19 stay-at-home quarantine happy and safe. And by now, 
most of us have realized that Quarantine snacking is no joke. Here is a delicious 
way to enjoy nutritious nuts with pantry staples we hope you have on hand. Enjoy!

INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons butter; 1/3 cup honey; 1 teaspoon vanilla; 1/4 teaspoon cinnamon; 
2 teaspoons salt, divided; 1-pound nuts, preferably raw or unsalted; 1/4 cup granulated sugar

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 325 degrees and line a baking sheet with a silicone pad or spray with nonstick 
spray. In a medium size microwave safe bowl, place the butter, honey, vanilla, cinnamon and 1 
teaspoon salt and microwave for 30 to 40 seconds, stirring halfway through. When melted, stir 
until the liquid is smooth.

Add the nuts to the honey mixture and stir until everything is evenly coated. Pour the nuts onto 
the baking sheet and spread in a single layer. Bake for 25 minutes, shuffl ing every 5 minutes to 
prevent burning and get an even roasting.

When the nuts are golden brown, remove from oven and stir again. I found a spatula worked 
best for tossing the nuts around. After a minute or two, sprinkle the remaining salt and 
granulated sugar over the nuts and shuffl e.

As they cool, continue to shuffl e occasionally to break up any big clumps, but honestly, I kind of 
prefer some chunky clumps.
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The long road to recovery
By Jeff Crouere

The garbage can 
issue in the city of 
Kenner had unfortu-
nately caused Kenner 

residents to find themselves victimized by the fired 
waste collection company.

At one level, a war is being fought by Ramelli 
Waste against the city of Kenner and its residents. 
Ramelli has held the Kenner garbage collection 
contract since post-Katrina. IV Waste, the company 
founded by Sidney Torres, who has been a business 
and media star in the metro area for almost 20 
years, has been selected by the Kenner City Coun-
cil to replace Ramelli’s company with his contract 
beginning May 1, 2020. IV Waste first attracted at-
tention when they did a fabulous garbage collection 
in New Orleans’ French Quarter after Hurricane 
Katrina.

The Kenner City Council voted 4-2 to give 
a 10-year, $3.3 million a year contract to IV Waste. 
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and the four councilmen 
who voted for IV Waste say that Ramelli’s perfor-

mance over the years has become negligent, sloppy, 
inefficient and unresponsive. Kenner officials say 
their mailboxes and voice mails have been filled 
with many hundreds of complaints about Ramelli 
from Kenner residents along with an extraordinary 
amount of calls to council offices criticizing the 
company.

Another level of the garbage can war brought 
on by Ramelli’s company is being fought in the 
courts. Ramelli sued Kenner, contesting their right 
to fire him when he has a contract which was de-
nied twice in Jefferson Parish. The attorneys for the 
city and IV Waste have contended the city has every 
right to replace Ramelli with IV Waste.

The latest turn in the legal war has seen an 
Orleans Parish Civil District Court judge issue a 
temporary injunction prohibiting IV Waste from 
collecting garbage in Ramelli Waste-issued garbage 
cans. That might have been problematic for Ken-
ner residents caught in the middle of the war but 
Mayor Zahn – ever clever, innovative and creative 

– somehow lined up third party volunteers to collect 
the garbage from the Ramelli garbage cans and to 
remove the old cans which have eventually been 

replaced with new IV waste cans. The legal war 
will continue. I believe that when the smoke clears 
the city will emerge vindicated and victorious. Ra-
melli’s time in Kenner – once off to a promising 
start – is over. Ramelli now has little credibility at 
Kenner City Hall and little credibility with Kenner 
residents and businesses. I think it is time for him 
to move on down the road.

As it happens, I have some experience watch-
ing IV Waste at work. In the wake of Hurricane Ka-
trina, I was living temporarily in a French Quarter 
apartment. At the time, IV Waste had the New Or-
leans garbage collection contract. Torres’ garbage 
collectors were unlike any I had ever seen. Torres 
had them feel as if they were the greatest garbage 
collectors on earth – that their jobs were honor-
able, essential and should be prideful. The IV Waste 
workers went about their collecting with smiles 
and laughs. They got along great with French 
Quarter residents and business owners which is a 
very tough trick. After collecting the garbage, they 
sprayed the street with something that made it 
smell sweet, surely a first in the 300-year history of 
the Vieux Carre.

Watching them at work reminded me of some-
thing the late Dr. Martin Luther King said about 
street sweepers. To paraphrase Dr. King, he said 
that a street sweeper should not think he has a 
lowly, nasty job. Instead, Dr. King said, he should 
think he is the world’s greatest street sweeper and 
go out to prove it every day. That’s the way the IV 
Waste guys were in 2005-06.

When the garbage issues are over and IV is not 
hampered, I think the residents are going to love 
Sidney Torres, IV Waste and Torres’ minions and 
will realize the move the city made will greatly ben-
efit them. Folks in Kenner appreciate hard work-
ers who can smile and share a laugh while getting 
the job done properly and efficiently. If the Torres 
team is still the way they were in 2005-06 when I 
last caught their act, they will have a great relation-
ship with the city of Kenner that will be a wonderful 
partnership for years to come.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

Kenner residents suffer due to former garbage collectors’ actions
By Allan Katz

Political

The new unem-
ployment numbers are 
horrific. Since the begin-
ning of this health crisis 

in March, the total number of unemployed Americans 
has exceeded 36.5 million. Some experts believe the un-
employment rate will eventually surpass 20%, nearing the 
all-time high of 24.9% in 1933, in the middle of the Great 
Depression.

Of all the states in the nation, Louisiana has been 
particularly hard hit with the ninth highest death count. 
As of May 19, there were over 35,000 confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus in Louisiana with 2,458 deaths.

Not only has the virus devastated Louisiana, but the 
state has also suffered from the second highest percentage 
increase in unemployment. This has occurred because the 
shutdown has devastated the major industries in the state.

The oil industry is enduring its worst crisis of all-
time. Due to declining demand and increased production 
from Russia and Saudi Arabia, oil prices have dramatically 
dropped and thousands of jobs have been lost. Coupled 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, Louisiana’s economy is reel-
ing. Most of our major industries such as chemical produc-
tion, agriculture, housing, manufacturing and commercial 
fishing are dealing with serious challenges.

While the pandemic has decimated the state’s fi-
nancial outlook, the economic shock to New Orleans has 
been particularly severe. The Port of New Orleans, one of 
the largest in the nation, has been horribly impacted by 
the worldwide economic shutdown. Cruise ships are not 
operating any longer and may not return until 2021. All 
gambling casinos in New Orleans are still closed.

The city’s major industry is hospitality and tourism. 
However, New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell strongly en-
couraged all upcoming 2020 events to cancel and threat-
ened to scrap Mardi Gras in 2021. For a city that thrives 
on hosting major events, conventions and conferences, the 
economic impact of the pandemic and the slow reopening 
of New Orleans is catastrophic.

The mayor’s decision to encourage all upcoming 

 
 
events to cancel irked Jefferson Chamber President Todd 
Murphy, who wrote a letter to Cantrell complaining of the 
decision. With no events in New Orleans, surrounding ar-
eas will surely face economic consequences, so Murphy 
and other Jefferson Parish business leaders felt there 
should have been more consultation before such a deci-
sion was made. Cantrell was also targeted in a newspaper 
ad underwritten by New Orleans business leaders who 
called for the reopening of the local economy. These ac-
tions were not received well by the mayor, who vowed that 
she would not be “bullied” by business leaders.

Even as the first phase of the reopening has begun, 
the rest of the year looks particularly bleak for New Or-
leans. City leaders will need to determine how to address 
a projected $170 million deficit that will only grow worse 
in the days ahead.

In addition to the health problems associated with 
the coronavirus, the resulting economic shutdown will 
create more than just financial damage. It will also lead 
to increased poverty, more suicides and drug addicts and a 
host of other problems.

Until the pandemic ends, few Americans will feel 
comfortable traveling and visiting New Orleans and the 
other state attractions. Thus, it will be extremely diffi-
cult for hotels to remain open. Many of the city’s famed 
restaurants and bars that rely on tourists will not be 
able to survive.

In the initial phase of reopening, Mayor Cantrell en-
acted stricter rules than the rest of the state. Businesses 
such as restaurants and salons were required to take the 
temperature of customers and record their contact infor-
mation. Other measures include masks and social distanc-
ing for everyone. The open businesses are also required to 
register with the Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal.

With such record keeping, health officials will be 
able to track down individuals who interact with those 
people infected by the coronavirus. The mayor’s order 
was issued to assist with the “contact tracing” of infected 
residents and everyone they interact with in New Orleans. 
Those who encounter residents infected with COVID-19 
will be asked to quarantine for two weeks.

The COVID-19 hurdles compound the problems for 

New Orleans, which is already an extremely poor city with 
tremendous economic, housing, health care and infra-
structure challenges.

While the state waits to see if Phase 2 of the reopen-
ing can start in early June, neighboring states such as Tex-
as and Florida are moving forward aggressively. This may 
lead to more people leaving Louisiana for more economic 
opportunity elsewhere. Prior to this pandemic outbreak, 
Louisiana was already dealing with tough economic condi-
tions. Last year, Louisiana was one of only eight states to 
lose population and the only one to lose jobs.

To spur a quicker reopening, a multi-racial group of 
private citizens has been organized, www.SafeOpening-
Coalition.org, to promote the return of commerce to New 
Orleans. The group wants to see New Orleans safe, healthy 
and working again.

This determination is shared by people across the 
state. Over the past few weeks, rallies have been held in 
Baton Rouge calling for the governor to reopen Louisiana 
more aggressively. Others urge caution and believe that if 
the state reopens too quickly, the number of coronavirus 
victims may spike once again.

Regardless of the viewpoint on reopening, it is 
agreed by all sides that the longer the shutdown continues, 
the more the economic catastrophe will eliminate jobs and 
opportunity. It will also create an assortment of other prob-
lems from an increase in the suicide rate to an increase in 
drug addiction.

For a variety of valid reasons, let us hope and pray 
that Louisiana can safely reopen and join Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Texas and many other states in the long 
march to recovery. The sooner the recovery begins, the 
sooner we can return to some sense of normalcy.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM 
and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the 
author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides regular 
commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and 
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email 
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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As we approach 
the month of June, 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic remains the 

top issue in the city of Kenner for my administra-
tion, as we continue to work closely with Police 
Chief Mike Glaser and the City Council.

What we have learned in the nearly three 
months of this pandemic is that the ability to re-
act to changing conditions – sometimes on a daily 
basis – has been critical in delivering essential ser-
vices while ensuring the safety of our residents and 
city employees.

We immediately embraced the social dis-
tancing and other health guidelines designed to 
flatten the COVID-19 curve and decided to close 
city offices and move essential departments to the 
Pontchartrain Center in March. However, as the 
number of cases in the state and parish continued 
to rise, we reacted by having employees work from 
home and met daily with the help of tele-confer-
ence technology.

Our IT Department came up with a way for 
the City Access Line, initially set up at the Pon-
tchartrain Center, to be operated remotely by em-
ployees so that residents could let us know about 
issues and get answers to important questions.

We relied on social media, particularly pub-
lic service videos, to remain transparent and keep 
residents informed about everything from open 
restaurants and grocery stores to food and face 
mask giveaways to the latest in services available 
from all city departments.

Our IT Department also made it possible for 
Chief Glaser, council members and members of the 
administration to conduct city business through 
virtual City Council meetings. Members of the pub-
lic were invited to watch and even participate in 
the meetings, and many chose to do so.

We continued to provide food for our neediest 
residents by keeping the Food Bank open and have 
been impressed and very grateful at the number 
of individuals and businesses who have chosen to 
make donations to support the Food Bank.

When the coronavirus affected many of the 
employees who provide food for the elderly as part 
of the Jefferson Council on Aging Meals on Wheels 
program, we were grateful for the many employees 
who volunteered to assist with the daily delivery of 
hot meals.

With the help of CRC Global Solutions, Gulf 
Coast Bank, Brees Dream Foundation, Port Or-
leans Brewing Company, Bob McMyne and the 
McMyne family and Sid Bullard among others, we 
created Meals on Wheels PLUS, one day of addi-
tional food each week for seniors in the Meals on 
Wheels program. This made it possible for seniors, 
among the most vulnerable to the most serious im-
pacts of coronavirus, to reduce or eliminate trips to 
the grocery store.

We also recognized the need for residents 
of all ages to remain active – both physically and 
mentally – by offering free online programs for 
Zumba and martial arts, as well as daily music les-
sons from the Louisiana Partimento Conservatory.

On May 18, we started with a soft reopen-

ing under the Kenner Reopening Plan and we are 
ready to progress to additional phases, as long as 
moving forward continues to be in the best inter-
ests of all residents.

While many aspects of this pandemic are 
changing regularly, the message to residents has 
not. Do not think this battle has been won. Con-
tinue with social distancing, handwashing and 
wearing face masks whenever you are away from 
home. Stay at home whenever possible.

We pledge to continue to closely monitor the 
health mandates from the state and to be ready to 
respond to any new guidelines from the governor’s 
office. Kenner’s incredible response to COVID-19 
has made us all “Kenner Proud.” Let’s continue to 
do everything necessary to slowly but surely move 
closer and closer to the day when all of these pre-
cautions will no longer be necessary.  

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

City continues to respond as needed during pandemic
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
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The 2020 Atlan-
tic hurricane season 
runs from June 1 to 
November 30. Na-

tional hurricane forecasters and regional emergency 
managers closely monitor the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of 
Mexico and the Caribbean Sea throughout the season.

The staff of the Kenner Emergency Management 
Department is working closely with Mayor Ben Zahn 
and communicating with parish and state officials, as 
well as local forecasters, to ensure Kenner is as pre-
pared as possible for this season.

Last year, predictions were for an “average” sea-
son, but 2019 was memorable for Hurricane Dorian, a 
powerful category 5 storm which remained almost 
stationary for 36 hours and devastated much of the 
Bahamas.

Most hurricane experts predict a “hyperactive” 
season this year. In early April, Colorado State Uni-
versity’s respected Tropical Meteorology Project team 
forecast an above-average Atlantic hurricane sea-
son, citing the likely absence of El Niño as a primary  

 
 
factor. CSU suggested the possibility of 16 named 
storms, eight hurricanes, four which could be intense, 
or Category 3 storms or above. The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Na-
tional Hurricane Center will issue formal forecasts just 
before the season starts.

One of the major determining factors in hur-
ricane forecasting is whether there is an El Niño or 
La Niña pattern present. Each pattern has different 
influences. El Niño usually means that the Caribbean 
and tropical Atlantic will experience more wind shear 
which can tear apart tropical development.

In contrast, a La Niña could lead to increased 
tropical activity. Additionally, when tropical Atlantic 
sea surface temperatures are warmer than normal, it 
can also increase the threat for more storm develop-
ment, as tropical cyclones are fueled by warm ocean 
waters.

Most hurricane experts predict this season it is 
more likely that we will see a transition to either a neu-
tral El Niño or weak La Niña during the summer or fall. 
Additionally, tropical and subtropical Atlantic sea sur-

face temperatures are currently warmer than normal 
and are also considered a factor favoring an active 2020 
Atlantic hurricane season.

Coronavirus adds a new dimension to hurri-
cane preparedness and response. Southeast Louisi-
ana communities must be able to quickly adapt to 
changing storm direction, strengthening conditions 
and increased forward speed. Shortened projected 
landfall impact timelines significantly reduce the abil-
ity to adequately move large numbers of people out of 
harm’s way. Recent studies suggest there is already a 
significant portion of the local population who will de-
lay or not evacuate under any circumstances. Given the 
national proportions of this pandemic, people may be 
more apprehensive about evacuation to areas outside 
of their home community.

Residents are also understandably weary, ready 
to move ahead with their lives outside their homes, 
and anxious about their jobs and finances. As we en-
ter Phase 1 re-opening, there is still a lot of concern to 
what degree the populace will adhere to recommend-
ed social distancing guidelines. It is necessary for us to 
continue reducing community spread to eradicate the 
disease, but to what degree this will occur is uncertain. 
Unfortunately, the potential for another wave of novel 
disease spread later this year cannot be ruled out. So-
cial distancing requirements, assuming they are still in 
effect in the months ahead, will certainly require some 
additional personal attention, resources and planning 
this season.

Mayor Zahn, his staff and Police Chief Mike Gla-
ser and the City Council are working together to meet 
the needs of Kenner residents in the face of the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic. If a major storm were to 
strike, additional time and transportation assets would 
be needed for evacuation operations. More space will 
be required to house individuals in emergency shelters. 
Additional public funds would need to be expended for 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), such as masks, 
gloves and extra cleaning supplies. All these factors 
place an additional planning and financial burden on 
our municipal, state and federal governments.

It’s been proven time and again that southeast 
Louisiana residents are a resilient group that come 

together in time of need. We all recognize that mak-
ing preparations for our own families and businesses 
is not only in the best interest of the individual, but 
also supports our community, our city. Now, more 
than ever, how we prepare could directly impact our 
ability as a community to come back quicker and ex-
perience a stronger, more sustainable recovery that 
benefits us all.

It’s easy to get overwhelmed while focusing on 
the unknowns. It is important not to allow yourself 
to get frozen in place at this critical point at the be-
ginning of the storm season. We all know the impor-
tance of preparation, and we all recognize the need 
for keeping a clear head during times of crisis. It’s 
important for Kenner residents to concentrate on 
what they know and what they can and do control as 
we enter the storm season:

• Carefully review and consider renewing your 
homeowners/renters and flood insurance coverage. 
It’s important to do this now because some policies 
have waiting periods that could limit coverage in the 
months ahead.

• Develop an outline where you will go in the 
event of a major storm and how you will contact 
loved ones in the event of a disaster. Exchange this 
information with family and close friends.

• Sign up for Supplemental Nutritional Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) benefits in advance, if eli-
gible.

• Recognize that a strong storm, or even a Cat-
egory 1 event, could result in utility impacts, includ-
ing extended power outages as well as loss of water 
and sewerage service. Plan accordingly.

• Make necessary repairs and keep up routine 
maintenance on your personal vehicle. Familiarize 
yourself with state evacuation routes and Contra-
flow protocols. Map out your evacuation route and 
fuel and food locations along the route.

• If you don’t have a personal vehicle, familiar-
ize yourself with the Publicly Assisted Evacuation 
Plan. In the event of a major storm requiring man-
datory evacuation, busses will run along the Kenner 
Loop route, pick up passengers and bring them to 

2020 hurricane season and coronavirus
By Doug Dodt – Kenner’s Emergency Management Director
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Distraction is 
anything that diverts 
the driver’s attention 
from the primary 

tasks of navigating the vehicle and responding 
to critical events. To put it another way, a dis-
traction is anything that takes your eyes off the 
road (visual distraction), your mind off the road 
(cognitive distraction) or your hands off the 
wheel (manual distraction). So, when you think 
about tasks that can be a driving distraction, you 
can see that they often fit into more than one 
category: eating is visual and manual, whereas 
using a navigation system is all three.

There are two basic components of the dis-
traction safety problem: The attentional demands 
of the distracting task and the frequency with 
which drivers choose to multitask. Task demands 
relate to the amount of resources (visual, cogni-

tive, manual) required to perform the task. The 
other issue is exposure, which is how often driv-
ers engage in the task. Putting those two concepts 
together, even an easy task can be a bigger safety 
problem if the person does the task 50% of their 
driving time.

In 2018 alone, 2,841 people were killed in 
motor vehicle crashes involving distracted driv-
ers. Please review the following common dangers 
of driving. Make sure you go over this information 
with your teenage drivers as these simple tips 
keep your family safe on the road

When driving, cell phone usage increases 
your chance of having a crash by 400 percent. 
Refrain from talking or texting on your phone 
until you are at a complete stop.

Adjusting your electronic devices or radio 
makes you six times more likely to have an ac-
cident. Wait until you are stopped to make ad-

justments or have a passenger take care of this 
for you.

Always proceed when passing an accident 
or vehicle stopped by the police. Your slowing 
down to look can cause crashes from behind and 
causes traffic delays.

When traveling with someone, take turns 
eating and driving. When alone, simply pull 
over and eat before getting on the road.

Plan activities such as coloring or drawing 
to keep your children from distracting you dur-
ing travel.

Protect yourself from bad drivers by stay-
ing as far away from them as possible. Don’t let 
their behavior make you angry or anxious.

Never let your passengers interfere with 
your safe driving. When conversation or behav-
ior becomes loud or obnoxious, you become dis-
tracted and put everyone in the vehicle at risk.

If you are a passenger and notice the driver 
becoming distracted, do not be afraid to let them 
know.

As parents, you should refrain from allowing 
new teenage drivers to carry numerous passen-
gers until they are more experienced.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached 
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner 
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. Download the free Kenner Police Depart-
ment mobile app for both Apple and Android de-
vices and access the Kenner Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest up-
dated crime, traffic and other law enforcement-
related information.

Driving while preventing distractions
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM                                      INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

STATE-OF-THE-ART RESIDENT ENGAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY •  PHARMACIST OWNED & OPERATED
CAREGIVERS ARE CERTIFIED IN MEMORY & DEMENTIA CARE •  24 HOUR CARE & SUPERVISION

BEAUTY SALON  •  CUSTOMIZED CHEF-PREPARED MEALS •  HOUSEKEEPING & LAUNDRY SERVICES
DAILY RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES •  24 HOUR CCTV SECURITY •  &  MUCH, MUCH MORE...

S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  M e m o r y  &  D e m e n t i a  C a r e
4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE

the Delgado College campus on Airline Drive in  
Metairie. Evacuees will be processed and trans-
ported by plane or bus to shelters outside the region.

• Keep up on your medicine prescriptions and 
refill them regularly. Write out a list of your medical 
conditions and medications needed.

• If possible, save a portion of your stimulus 
check or gather other funds over time for a poten-

tial emergency.
• Develop a business continuity plan now. Con-

sider what you can do now to develop resources and 
plans necessary to operate during a disaster and 
reopen as soon as possible afterwards.

• If appropriate, sign up with the Parish Spe-
cial Needs Registry and Mobility Impaired Trans-
portations Service (MITS). Call JP Emergency Man-
agement at 349-5360 for further details.

• Remain weather aware during the hurricane 

season. Review news and weather reports daily. 
Sign up for JPAlert, a community alerting system 
that utilizes email and cell phones to alert residents 
concerning hazardous conditions such as severe 
weather. Sign up online or call the Jefferson Parish 
Emergency Management Department at 349-5360.

• Get an extra battery, charge cord and car 
charger for your cellular phone.

• Acquire a reasonable supply of canned food, 
dry goods and water, hygiene products, paper prod-

ucts and batteries.
• Prepare a “Go Kit” with essential papers, 

identification and personal possessions.  

Doug Dodt is the director of emergency man-
agement for the city of Kenner. Additional hurricane 
season preparedness resources are available online 
at www.kenner.la.us.

Dodt
 from previous page
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Despite the life and death threat posed by the 
coronavirus pandemic, the Jefferson Council on Ag-
ing has not let up and has delivered more than 1,400 
hot delicious meals five times a week to Jefferson 
Parish’s senior citizens.

This was accomplished despite Jefferson being 
in lock down for almost three months. Jefferson has 
had the most cases of coronavirus of any of Louisi-
ana’s 64 parishes and is second only to Orleans Parish 
in the number of coronavirus deaths. Yet, despite the 
threats to their health, the cooks and drivers work-
ing for the Council on Aging never failed to come to 
work and perform their assigned tasks. “Thank God 
that two of our people who contracted the coronavi-
rus have fully recovered,” said Al Robichaux, Council 
on Aging Director. “They have truly been essential 
workers who have performed wonderfully under very 
stressful circumstances.” Several hundred of the 
hot meals are delivered to senior citizens residing 
in Kenner. Several dozen of the recipients are over 
90 years of age and have no family or friends to help 
them with shopping and cooking.

The meals are prepared in a kitchen in West-
wego for the Council on Aging by a Mississippi-based 

company called Trio. “The meals have been deli-
cious,” says Robichaux. “Last week, they prepared 
their version of spaghetti and meatballs. It was 
wonderful. The meals are prepared following strict 
nutritional guidelines for portions, sodium content, 
etc. Jefferson Parish employees volunteered to de-
liver the meals to those individuals on our waiting 
list for over a month until we could hire additional 
employees to deliver those meals.”

The Council on Aging is a non-profit agency 
founded to provide services to Jefferson Parishes’ 
elderly population. It is funded by Jefferson Parish, 
the federal government, and private donations from 
foundations and individuals. During the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Council has closed its 10 Senior Citi-
zen Centers that provides activities and functions for 
seniors, including a center in Kenner.

Robichaux hopes they can be reopened 
when Jefferson Parish enters Phase 3 – the final 
phrase of its reopening. “The rules will have to 
be very different,” says Robichaux. “There will be 
limits on the number of seniors who can enter the 
facilities. We will check everyone’s temperature. 
We will practice social distancing. All the surfaces 
will be regularly disinfected. Everyone will wear 
a mask and wash their hands regularly. And, the 
classes will be smaller – for instance, art classes. 
It will be the new normal.”   

Council on Aging delivers 1,400 meals despite 
coronavirus pandemic
By Allan Katz

Community

All Louisiana Justice of the Peace Courts have 
been ordered to continue the suspension of their opera-
tion canceling all civil trials, hearings and court appear-
ances until Friday, June 5, 2020 in compliance with the 
Louisiana Governor’s State of Emergency for COVID-19 
Proclamations and Louisiana Supreme Court Orders. 
Further all civil legal deadlines, including prescription, 
are also suspended until Friday, June 5, 2020, accord-
ing to Judge Kevin J. Centanni, president of the Louisi-
ana Justices of the Peace and  Constables Association. 

 
 
These orders and deadlines are subject to change at any 
time. All parties will receive appropriate legal notice of 
their new court appearance dates.

Parties are currently allowed to file civil 
suits, eviction cases, pleadings and answers. Ser-
vice may be attempted. Parties filing eviction 
cases before Friday, June 5, 2020 with hearings 
scheduled on or after Monday, June 5, 2020 may 
incur additional court costs if revised orders 
extending the court’s suspension are received. 

 

Landlords attempting to exercise their rights 
to evict tenants are required to comply with the new 
legal constraints as mandated under the Federal 
CARES Act. Landlords and tenants should review the 
provisions of the CARES Act. Prior to filing their case 
landlords must determine and acknowledge if their 
property is covered under the act. Properties feder-
ally subsidized as well as properties with mortgages 
owned or secured through a federal program prevents 
a landlord from evicting a tenant for non-payment of 

rent and fees during the period from March 27, 2020 
through July 25, 2020 followed by a 30 day notice.

During this time it is not an opportunity for ten-
ants to avoid paying rent nor give landlords a chance 
to repossess their property.

These orders are necessary to protect the health 
and safety of the public in line with the best guidance 
and direction from the White House, the governor, the 
Centers for Disease Control and state health officials.

This notice is in no way to be construed as 
legal advice. All parties are encouraged to contact 
their attorney.   

Suspension for justice of peace courts extended to June 5

KENNER POLICE DEPARTMENT
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073

HAIR & SPA
Pamper yourself 

or gift a service to 
pamper a loved one!! 

BOOK TODAY!!

Baniiz Beauty Spa
Hair-Spa-Nails

Full Service Salon (Ladies Only)
Appointment Preferred & Walk ins are Welcome

T-F-10-7 / SAT-10-8 / SUN-11-6

                  Please follow us @

Call us today and get 
15% OFF for $100 or more

332-3190  |  905-0873
3804 Williams Blvd. • Suite J • Kenner

The Jefferson Parish Water Department will 
not be accepting in-person payments at this time. All 
Jefferson Parish citizens should continue to pay their 
water bills online at www.JeffParish.net, by phone, 
by mail or by using the Terry Parkway drive-thru ser-
vice, which is located at 721 Terry Parkway. Drive-up 
hours are from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Citizens can also make payments by dropping 

a check or money order into the night box located at 
4500 Westbank Expressway and 1221 Elmwood Park. 
Make remittance payable to “Jefferson Parish De-
partment of Water,” enclose remittance and stub por-
tion of bill in an envelope and write account number 
on check. Cash should not be placed in the night drop 
box. If a resident’s only method of payment is cash, 
then they should call customer service at 736.6060 to 

make arrangements. Cash payments are accepted at 
most Money Gram locations (with the exception of 
Walmart’s Money Gram at this time). Money Gram 
payment takes one to two business days before it is 
applied to an individual’s water bill account.

For more information about the Jefferson 
Parish Water Department, visit www.jeffparish.net/
departments/water-department. For questions, 

citizens can contact the water department customer 
service department at 736.6060 or by emailing JPWa-
ter@jeffparish.net.

For more information about Jefferson Parish, 
visit www.JeffParish.net. Residents can receive regu-
lar updates by following the parish on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram (@JeffParishGov), or by texting 
JPALERT to 888-777.   

Jefferson Parish Water Department not accepting in-person water bill payments at this time

A new state website makes it possible for 
businesses that reopened when the Stay at Home 
order was lifted on Friday, May 15 to regularly re-
ceive a wide range of guidance from the state. The 
Open Safely website was created by the Louisiana 
State Fire Marshal’s Office, under the direction of 
Governor John Bel Edwards, and in collaboration 
with the Louisiana Department of Health. Busi-
nesses that choose to register with the website will 
receive up-to-the minute information to help guide 

them through the different recovery phases and 
answer questions such as whether they can par-
tially or fully open and what restrictions are cur-
rently in place. Open Safely can also be reached 
through Kenner’s emergency website, at https://
www.kenneremergencyresponse.com.   

Open Safely website offers information for 
businesses resuming operations

Both the left eastbound and the left west-
bound lanes of West Metairie Avenue between Wil-
liams Boulevard and Clay Street were closed April 
20, 2020, for a more than three-month project to 
install sheet piles for canal bank repairs and im-
provements.

Jefferson Parish is overseeing the nearly $1.1 

million project. The contractor is Shavers-Whittle 
Construction LLC.

There will be no detours because motorists 
will be able to use one open lane in each direction 
at all times. The lanes will be closed until the work 
is finished, which is expected to be the end of July, 
barring any unexpected delays.   

Lanes closed on West Metairie for canal 
bank repairs
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MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
          Cell 456-1300          Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removalTree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading

FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction
All landscape needsAll landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

Living
Now is the time to plan for long-term care
By Michelle Lovitt

All too often, the 
move to long-term 
care (LTC) is made 
in response to a crisis. 

The family is caught off guard and they’re unprepared 
for this major life change. But in most cases, the need 
to make a senior housing choice could have been an-
ticipated and planned properly. How can seniors and 
their families do a better job of looking ahead and mak-
ing the move less reactive and stressful?
Don’t wait for the emergency.

Our natural tendency is to believe that there 
is going to be plenty of time to think about LTC op-
tions. In many cases, the need for assistance isn’t 
considered until something happens. When a loved 
one is discharged from the hospital and can’t return 
home safely, you will need to make a quick deci-
sion while under significant stress. Faced with an 

 
 
 
emergency, you may not have time to evaluate all the 
options and make a truly informed choice. As a result, 
adult children uproot their lives and relocate to be 
near their aging parents. It can be difficult to convince 
a spouse, partner, parent or other loved one to be pro-
active when they’re still fairly healthy and robust. But 
the harsh reality is that tragedy can happen anytime. 
The alternative to planning ahead means facing major 
life-changing decisions under extreme pressure and 
that can lead to some serious negative consequences.
Find out what’s in your area.

Most seniors prefer to remain in the local com-
munity they’re accustomed to. As we get older, we 
may need more help with our daily activities. In these 
cases, assisted living may be an option. Assisted living 
is a type of LTC that helps monitor your health and as-
sist with daily activities. Research what assisted living 
homes are in your vicinity or are close to your aging 
loved one. Some parish and state agencies for health 
or aging have lists of assisted living providers. But don’t 

 
 
 
rely solely on the internet or online reviews. Once 
you’ve identified a few potential providers, set up a tour 
to find out first-hand the details of what is included, as 
amenities can differ greatly between homes.
Cost of care.

The costs of assisted living can vary depending on 
your location and the level of care you need. Assisted liv-
ing is a step between living at home and living in a nurs-
ing home. It blends health monitoring and help with 
daily activities while providing as much independence 
as possible. Although assisted living is often paid for out 
of pocket or through a long-term insurance policy, re-
member it is an investment in your health, safety and 
well-being. Overall, assisted living is much more afford-
able than a nursing home. It’s important to note that If 
a higher level of care is needed, benefit plans such as 
Medicare may pay for the outpatient medical services 
and cover the cost of necessary medical equipment.
More reasons to plan ahead.

Those worried about the costs of moving into 

assisted living may also want to consider the hidden, 
often overlooked costs of living at home. At this stage of 
a senior’s life, they’ve probably paid off their mortgage. 
However, there are maintenance and costs of running 
a house to deal with. Repairs, replacements, upkeep 
costs and security systems can add up to quite a lot. 
Costs that may be incurred in making elder-related 
modifications to a house should be factored in, since 
only about one percent of homes are suitably equipped 
for elders.

In closing, having a plan in place does not mean 
making a shift right away. It is about considering op-
tions and knowing what is needed. It is about planning 
for future happiness and well-being. Plan ahead so that 
a senior and families don’t find themselves saying “We 
wish we had done this sooner.”   

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care 
Homes, located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie. 
For more information and to schedule a personal 
tour of Metairie’s newest home, call 290-1717 or email 
info@auduboncarehomes.com. Visit the Audubon 
Care Homes’ website at www.auduboncarehomes.com.

Social Security’s online services are ready for business
During this time when the Social Security 

Administration’s physical offices are closed to the 
public, people may wonder, “How can I get help from 
Social Security without visiting an office?” Find the 
answer at www.ssa.gov/onlineservices, which links 
you to some of the most popular Social Security’s 
online services. Apply for retirement and disability 
benefits, appeal a decision and do much more.

The newest my Social Security feature, Advance 
Designation, enables people to identify up to three 

 
 
people, in priority order, who can serve as po-
tential representative payees in the event help 
is needed in managing your benefits. Frequently 
Asked Questions have been updated at faq.ssa.gov/
en-us/Topic/article/KA-10039 to answer questions 
about Advance Designation.

Medicare can be applied for online in less than 
10 minutes with no forms to sign and often no required 
documentation. Applications will be processed and 
contact will be made if more information is needed.

Visit www.ssa.gov/benefits/medicare to apply 
for Medicare and find other important information. 
Those eligible for Medicare at age 65 will have an 
initial enrollment period that begins three months 
before a 65th birthday and ends three months after 
that birthday.

The Social Security’s “Online Services” web-
page has been organized into four popular catego-
ries for easy navigation.

Review Your Information. Access secure, per-

sonal information and earnings history to make sure 
everything is correct. Print statements with ease.

Apply for Benefits. Apply for retirement, dis-
ability and Medicare benefits without having to 
visit a field office.

Manage Your Account. Change direct deposit 
information and address online.

Find Help and Answers. Answers to most 
frequently asked questions can be found and links 
to publications and other informational websites 
are provided.   
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Law

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential •Commercial

$3,800
Lots 13-24 Colorado Street

COMMERCIAL LEASE

$17,500
7500 Mercury Drive 

Violet 

 $1,250,000 • 13 Royal Palm Blvd. • Kenner

LOT FOR SALE

$239,000
3236 Illinois Avenue • Kenner

FOR SALE

LOT FOR SALE LOT FOR SALE

$298,000
532 Soraparu Street 

New Orleans 

$293,000
538 Soraparu Street 

New Orleans 

SOLD

$174,900 • 2610 Idaho Ave.
Kenner 

$193,900
330 Courville Drive • Luling

SALE PENDING

FOR SALE

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h

Offender Watch
                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

812 Peniston Street New Orleans, LA
$679,000 | 3 bd 2.5 ba | 2046 sf

Licensed in LA & MS | Tricia King 722-7640

Now, more than 
ever, the answer is 

yes! Although going to traffic court for a traffic 
ticket might seem simple enough to handle on 
your own, if you want to save time, reduce your 
risk of exposure, likely pay a lower fine and likely 
avoid having your insurance rates go up as a re-
sult of a moving violation, you should hire a law-
yer.

Lawyers experienced in handling traffic 
tickets are well-versed in local traffic laws and 
can navigate traffic court much better than 
someone who is not familiar with the traffic court 
system. From moving violations like speeding 
tickets, running red lights, or making an illegal 
turn, to more serious violations like driving with 
a suspended license, traffic ticket attorneys can 
help in the following ways:
Attending traffic court on your behalf

Amid the pandemic and the reopening of 
the courts, traffic courts will be much busier giv-
en the amount of cases that need to be reset and 
will likely only allow a small amount of people in 
the courthouse at a time due to social distanc-
ing guidelines. Therefore, the amount of time 
you wait in court (or outside) for your case to be 
heard will likely be much longer. In most cases in 
traffic court, an attorney can go to court on your 
behalf. You don’t have to miss work or school or 
spend hours in court dealing with your ticket. In 
some parishes, without an attorney, you may even 
have to appear in court more than once, either 
for an arraignment and then a trial or because 
you don’t have the proper paperwork ready when 
you first go to court. An attorney, however, can 
anticipate all the documentation you may need 
and can usually handle the matter in one rela-
tively quick visit. Furthermore, getting a traffic 
ticket and having to appear in court can cause 
undue fear, stress and anxiety, especially in the 
midst of the pandemic. Having an attorney, how-
ever, can help alleviate that added burden.
Possibly reducing the amount of the fine

Traffic ticket fines can be very costly. With-
out the help of an attorney, you might be forced 
to pay the maximum fine. An attorney can work 
to get your fine reduced or even waived and you 

won’t have to spend hours or even up to a full day 
in traffic court fighting to pay less money.
Possibly getting the violation amended to a 
lesser charge

A good traffic attorney can work to get your 
violation reduced from a moving violation to a 
non-moving violation or to a lesser charge. Not 
only does this reduce the fine, it can reduce the 
impact to your driving record and can also help to 
avoid insurance rate hikes.
Sometimes even getting the ticket dismissed 
altogether

Occasionally, lawyers are able to get traf-
fic tickets dismissed over technicalities or other 
legal arguments. Attorneys can also examine the 
ticket and look for any technical or legal errors 
that might have been made when the citation 
was issued. These are errors that wouldn’t be 
noticed by someone unfamiliar with traffic laws 
or traffic court procedures. Although this is not 
always possible, the chances of you having your 
ticket dismissed completely are much higher if 
you have an attorney working on your behalf. In 
some cases, you might still have to pay a fine, but 
an attorney can help to keep the violation off your 
driving record.

Many traffic ticket attorneys offer very rea-
sonable rates. Often, the fee an attorney may 
charge to handle a traffic ticket on your behalf is 
far less than you may expect. The benefits usually 
far outweigh the costs, especially amid the cur-
rent pandemic.

This information has been provided for in-
formational purposes only and is not intended 
and should not be construed to constitute legal 
advice.   

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown 
Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams 
Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle ac-
cidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic 
violations are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. 
Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@river-
townlaw.com.

Should I hire a lawyer to help with 
my traffic ticket?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

DON’T FORGET TO VOTEDON’T FORGET TO VOTE

July 11, 2020
2020 Presidential Preference Primary 

Municipal Primary Election

August 15, 2020
Municipal General Election 
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Finance

WE WILL WIN!
BUSINESS INTERRUPTION

CLAIMS ASSISTANCE
NOW OFFERING:

INJURED?
ARRESTED?

IN JAIL?
CALL FRANK!

504-467-7226

CALL  ME  ATCALL  ME  ATATA

Yes,
We’re Open!

504-343-8457

ALL CALLS RETURNED SAME DAY

AFTER HOURS: CALL (504) 343-8457

• PERSONAL INJURY • AUTO ACCIDENTS • WRONGFUL DEATH
• 18-WHEELER WRECKS • ADMIRALTY / MARITIME • MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
• CRIMINAL DEFENSE • D.W.I. DEFENSE • DIVORCE / CUSTODY

The social dis-
tancing and stay-at-

home orders necessitated by the coronavirus have 
led many of us to feel isolated. Still, we’ve fought back 
through social media, “virtual” gatherings and walks in 
the neighborhood, where we could greet friends and 
neighbors (from six feet away). But when you’re dealing 
with the financial effects of the virus and you’re invest-
ing alone, you could encounter some problems that may 
prove costly.

Of course, with so much investment-related infor-
mation available online, on television and in any num-
ber of periodicals, it’s not surprising that some people 
feel they can invest without any assistance. But the vola-
tility of the financial markets over the past few months 
has also pointed to the dangers of going solo in the in-
vestment world. And you might find that a professional 
financial advisor can help you in several ways, including 
the following listed below.

Taking emotions out of investing. During this pe-
riod of market turbulence, many self-guided investors 
are letting their emotions drive their investment deci-
sions. As a result, they sell investments when their price 
is down, “locking in” their losses. Furthermore, if they 
then stay out of the financial markets, they will miss out 
on the eventual recovery – and some of the biggest gains 
in market rallies usually occur right at the beginning. 
But if you work with a financial advisor who has helped 
you develop a personalized investment strategy based 
on your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon, you will 
be far less likely to react to extreme market conditions 
by making ill-advised decisions.

Maintaining perspective. When you’re putting 
away money for the future and you suddenly have a 
lot less of it, you might start to wonder if that future is 
somehow in jeopardy. But if you’ve been working with a 

financial advisor and following your investment strategy, 
you’ll know that you don’t have to immediately cash out 
those investments that have lost value and you may not 
need to liquidate them for decades if they were designed 
for a long-term goal, such as retirement. By the time you 
do need to sell them, their value may well have appreci-
ated significantly. And if you’ve got a well-constructed 
portfolio, you’ll also own shorter-term, less volatile in-
vestments to help meet your current cash flow needs.

Understanding the history of investing. The re-
cent market instability is unique in the sense that its 
cause – a worldwide pandemic – is so highly unusual 
and it hopefully will be a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
Typically, prolonged market downturns are triggered by 
explainable financial or economic factors, such as the 
bursting of the “dot-com” bubble in 2000. However, mar-
ket drops of 20 percent or more – generally referred to 
as bear markets – are not at all unusual and have hap-
pened every few years over the past several decades. 
Financial advisors are well aware of this history and 
share it with their clients. And for many people, the 
knowledge that “we’ve been here before” is reassuring 
and makes it easier for them to continue following their 
investment strategies.

The road to your financial goals is a long one, with 
many twists and turns. So, you might like to have some 
experienced company along the way.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be 
reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

Why should you see a financial 
advisor? 
By Christina Sulli Wilson

City of Kenner contact  
information during  

COVID-19 pandemic
Kenner residents can call the All-City Access line at 468-7240 to 
reach any city department, with the exception of the Wastewater 

Department, which is taking calls 24/7 at 468-7292 and the 
Kenner Food Bank, accepting calls at 468-7220.

Kenner City Council offices can be reached  
by dialing the regular council numbers.

Kenner Code Enforcement, Clerk of Court and  
Finance Departments were opened May 18, 2020.

Updates on Coronavirus and city services are available  
on Kenner’s social media pages – Facebook,  
Nextdoor and Twitter, as well as Kenner TV.

COVID-19 information is also available at  
www.kennermergencyresponse.com  

with a separate section for Spanish speaking residents.
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Banking

GULFBANK.COM

THINGS HAPPEN.  

Make sure you have cash when you need it. 
SAVE FOR THE EXPECTED AND THE UNEXPECTED!

                            Pay yourself first  
                with an automatic transfer  
               from your checking account  
                        to your savings account.

To learn more visit  

GULFBANK.COM  

or call a banker  

504-561-6124  

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

GEORGY’S SALON SPA – OPEN-PRACTICING CDC GUIDELINES
Georgy’s Salon Spa has regularly used EPA-registered, hospital-level, liquid 
disinfectant products that are viricidal, bactericidal and fungicidal.
Since reopening we will continue disinfecting our stations, chairs & shampoo 
bowls between each guest service.
As always, our smocks and capes will be laundered before being used by each guest.
Georgy’s Salon Spa stylists have always thoroughly cleaned their hands before every service and will continue 
to do so. Additional hand sanitizing supplies will be used regularly by our staff and offered to our guests.
We have spaced our stations 6 feet apart and will always limit the number of clients serviced according to 
CDC guidelines.
We have spoken to the Lt. Governor’s office and are following the state board and Neill/Aveda guidelines to 
insure we do the very best to protect everyone who enters Georgy’s Salon Spa.
Georgy’s Salon Spa has always been thoroughly cleaned on Sundays. Since reopening we will close on 
Wednesdays for an additional daily thorough cleaning.
Our stylists, staff, and most of all our guests, are ALL EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO US!
Sincerely, Your Georgy’s Salon Spa Family

Now that we 
are emerging from 
coronavirus lock-
down, we have heard 

a lot of stories about downtime well used and 
others about binge watching TV. I admit that I 
did a bit of both. Some worthwhile projects were 
completed and some movies were binge watched.

In the Batman film, “The Dark Knight”, the 
Joker set up a social experiment that involved a 
moral dilemma. At a dramatic moment, a very 
large convict made the right ethical decision (I 
won’t spoil the movie by revealing the details in 
case you wish to watch the actually really good 
movie). When asked by a guard what he was do-
ing, his response was, “I’m doing what you should 
have done 10 minutes ago.”

There is at least one thing that everyone 
should have done during this pandemic. You 
should have used this opportunity to change your 
passwords for your bank, investment and finan-
cial accounts and you should also have set up 
dual authentication on those accounts.

Dual authentication means that in access-
ing a sensitive account, you would need both a 
password and an approval from your cell phone. 
In this way, a hacker located overseas, and al-
most all of them are overseas, could not access 
your account unless they had both your cell 
phone and your password.

For bank and investment accounts, it is rec-
ommended to create complex lengthy passwords 
that include both symbols, numbers and upper-
and lower-case letters. Examples are dontforgetw
ho$takinyUhome2night, Thereare50way$2leave 
and whereya@my504?.

You are looking for a password with length 
and complexity as well as something that you 
won’t actually write down but instead record a 
clue such as Michael Bublé anthem, Paul Simon 
escape song or Chalmette greeting to remind you 
of the password.

This seems like a lot of trouble, but bankers 
are seeing more and more sophisticated hacking 
attempts. I think that the hackers must have also 
been quarantined and are spending their time 
trying to break into bank accounts.

For websites that do not contain financial 
assets or sensitive information, you should still 
update to newer and more complex passwords. 
Also, be especially mindful of social media ac-
counts such as Facebook that may not involve 
financial issues but could be very embarrassing 
and annoying to recreate if your passwords were 
stolen.

Another option is to use a password man-
agement app to create unique passwords. These 
work very well until the password app is hacked. 
On balance, we think that the risk of the pass-
word management app being hacked is less than 
the risk of one of your many online apps being 
hacked. So, we still recommend password man-
agement apps.

The hacking danger is not that you will 
give away your password, although some people 
do just that, but instead a company that you do 
business will be hacked and your passwords and 
personal information will then be sold on the 
dark web. Recent big data breeches occurred at 
Marriott International, Equifax, LinkedIn, Arby’s 
Restaurant Group and Adobe. If you used any of 
those apps, and almost everyone is in the Equifax 
data base, you should update your passwords.

So, it’s time, welcome to the new normal 
and do what you should have done – update your 
passwords.  

Guy Williams is president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust 
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located 
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, 
vice-president and branch manager can be con-
tacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president 
and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-
3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website 
at www.gulfbank.com.

What you should have done
By Guy Williams

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com
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Have to Keep Your Car Longer?

Au
to

m
at
ic

Tra
nsm

ission • Dennis Autom
otive

Family Owned and Opera
ted

Expect th
e Best!

Servicing your transmission 
is very important! Every 
18,000 miles the fl uid and 
fi lter must be changed.

90% of ALL Transmission 
failures are caused by worn 
out fl uid that should have 
been replaced. Protect the 
life of your car. Don’t let 
your transmission burn up!

We’ve been in business 44 
years. Let the experts help!

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, 
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION /

 DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive  
Kenner

OPEN!
Taking Highest Sanitary Precautions!

Health
Get routine doctor appointments back on track
By Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner

You’re probably spending a lot of time at 
home due to COVID-19. You’ve likely fallen out 
of your normal routines, including your preventa-
tive care appointments that are typically handled 
by a primary care physician. You might have had 
a routine exam or follow-up appointment that 
was postponed or cancelled due to coronavirus 
concerns. The good news is that you can keep up 
with your health and stay on track with your pre-
ventative care appointments with Ochsner Medi-
cal Center-Kenner.

We may be able to move your visit to a se-
cure video appointment with your provider using 
MyOchsner. In certain circumstances, an in-
person clinic visit is necessary. In-person visits 
will vary by your location. Be sure to call ahead to 
see what your options are. Keep reading to learn 
more.
How to book an appointment

Current patients can book an appointment 
with their provider through MyOchsner.

New Patients can follow one of these steps 
to get started:

Email MyOchsner@ochsner.org.
Contact MyOchsner Patient Support: 

1-877-339-2637.
Call ahead. Visit www.ochsner.org to find a 

location near you.
Write down three health goals that are im-

portant. Bring these goals to your appointment.
Once you have these goals, set up an online 

appointment with your primary care provider.
Get the most out of your video visit

When preparing for your primary care ap-
pointment, follow these tips to get the most out 
of your visit:

Virtual visits work best for common condi-
tions that can easily be identified and examined 
using your phone, tablet or computer camera 
and a few simple, at-home diagnostic tools, such 
as a thermometer. These may include:

Common cold or allergies
Ear infection
Rashes
Stomach aches
Pink eye
Urinary tract infections
Behavioral health and mental well-being
Medication adjustments or general health 

questions
To set up a virtual visit with MyOchsner 

you’ll need:
A mobile phone or tablet with iOS or An-

droid operating system
A front-facing camera
The MyChart app installed and Ochsner 

Health selected as your healthcare provider
You can find the MyChart app in the App 

Store (iPhone) and Google Play Store (Android).
In-office visits during COVID-19
In-office visits can be used to examine more 

complex issues that need further diagnostic test-
ing. These may include:

Bone, joint and muscular pain
Neurological disorders
Diagnostic lab testing
Advanced care for chronic conditions
Necessary preventative procedures, such 

as annual exams, colonoscopies, Pap smears, 
prostate exams or mammograms
Safety procedures

In addition to our existing ongoing safety 
procedures, we’ve added new measures to help 
keep you well. In order to ensure a clean, safe 
environment for patients, here are four safety 
measures you can expect during your next doc-
tor’s visit.

Social distancing – Patients will maintain 
at least a six-foot distance between each other 
when checking in and in the waiting room. To 
practice social distancing, chairs and tables will 
be spaced out, acrylic shields will be placed over 
registration desks and there will be directions la-
beled via signs and on the floors to signify proper 
distances. Our staff will also practice social dis-
tancing unless closer contact is necessary for 
patient care.

Masks and temperature checks – When you 
enter a facility, you will participate in a mandato-
ry temperature check as well as be given a mask 
to wear over your nose and mouth. Wearing the 
mask will help ensure your safety as well as oth-
ers’ by limiting exposure of respiratory droplets, 
the means by which the virus spreads. If your 
temperature exceeds 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, 
you will be sent home and asked to reschedule 
your appointment.

Additional hand sanitizer available – 
Ochsner has automatic hand sanitizer stations 
around all our facilities. We have increased the 
number of available stations. We encourage you 
to use these touchless stations before your visit, 
after meeting with your provider, after touching 
yourself or others, after using the restroom, be-
fore and after eating or drinking or after touch-
ing objects such as elevator buttons, pens or 
handrails.

Regularly cleaning all public areas – 
While our staff is always diligent about cleaning 
our facilities, we have increased the number of 
times a day that our staff cleans all public ar-
eas. Maintaining a clean environment is highly 
important to the health and well-being of our 
patients and staff.

Mobile Check-In with MyOchsner – ePre-
Check for your appointment and pay your copay 
in advance. Mobile Check-In, at most locations, 
automatically lets you tell us you’ve arrived.

To schedule your next doctor’s appointment 
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner or Ochsner 
Health Center-Driftwood, call 443-9500 or sched-
ule online at www.ochsner.org.   

COVID-19 information is available at  
www.kenneremergencyresponse.com 

with a separate section for Spanish speaking residents.
812 Peniston Street New Orleans, LA

$679,000 | 3 bd 2.5 ba | 2046 sf
Licensed in LA & MS | Tricia King 722-7640
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Bar Bar && � i�  � i� 

Daiquiri Run on 61Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472266-2472•• 4337 Airline Drive  4337 Airline Drive •• Metairie Metairie

burgers, wingsburgers, wings

poboys & morepoboys & more

-- Food Delivery --
Uber Eats •  DoorDash •  Waitr

Best Burgers in Town!Best Burgers in Town!

Sunday Gallon  Sunday Gallon  

SpecialsSpecials  $$1919

MONDAY, TUESDAY & MONDAY, TUESDAY & 

WEDNESDAY - WEDNESDAY - $ $ 6 LARGE6 LARGE

DAIQUIRISDAIQUIRIS

Dine In & � ive � ru Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHECK OUT OUR DAILY 

SPECIALS AND FULL MENU 

ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

DAIQUIRI RUN ON 61

Call orders in & pick up at 

our drive up window

R E A L T Y  S O U T H

Kelly Hand
REALTOR ®

DRE# 0995690399

m 504.453.0531

 o 504.908.7653

 e kellyhand504@gmail.com

HomeSmart Realty South

145 W. Harrison Avenue, Suite B

New  Orleans, Louisiana 70124
Each brokerage independently owned and operated.

   I MAKE

REAL ESTATE

    FOR YOU!
Easy

Being in the world 
of athletics for four de-
cades as a broadcaster 
and journalist, there 

is not a day that goes by without a minimum of five 
people asking me the question, often times in urgent 
fashion.

When will live sports resume? When will games 
take place? When will fans be able to attend those 
games?

UFC and promoter Dana White proved you can 

stage events safely, even when one of the main event 
fighters tested positive for the virus. That fighter was 
scratched and replaced.

The bouts went on without a hitch.
NASCAR returned with a bang at Darlington 

with no issues at all.
Horse racing has continued without interruption 

in several locations.
Dustin Johnson and Rory McIlroy won a match 

play golf event over Rickie Fowler and Matthew Wolff. 
Tiger Woods then took on Phil Mickelson in a match 

as well. Both events went off with no problems at all.
Baseball has been played for over a month now 

in South Korea with all participants being fine.
The Bundesliga resumed with soccer in May as 

well in Germany. The sport is set to resume in other 
regions of the world as well.

The common denominator in all of these enti-
ties is that they have taken place with no fans in at-
tendance.

In Taiwan, professional baseball resumed with 
some fans allowed in early May.

Of course, Taiwan is ahead of the curve, as the vi-
rus started in that region and they were months ahead 
in learning how to deal and cope with it and in healing.

The old axiom regarding a controversial, uncer-
tain answer to a hot topic is that everyone wants the 
answer to “the million-dollar question.”

In the case of prep sports resuming safely in 
the Greater New Orleans area, including Kenner, and 
throughout Louisiana, it is not a million-dollar ques-
tion but one involving thousands upon thousands of 
dollars.

In the case of intercollegiate sports, particularly 
football, it is a question of many millions and basically 
the lifeblood for other sports at respective universities 
being funded.

In the case of the NFL, NBA, Major League Base-
ball, the NHL and Major League Soccer in the United 
States, it is a question of literally billions of dollars.

From day one, the pandemic has been serious, 
real, even deadly in the physical sense.

From day one, the pandemic has been serious, 
real, even deadly in the financial sense.

Do you know of anyone who does not know of 
anyone else that has contacted COVID-19? Do you 
know of anyone who does not know of anyone else that 
has perished from the coronavirus?

Do you know of anyone who does not know of any-
one else that has not been dramatically impacted by 
the loss of revenue through furloughs or even the loss 
of jobs completely as a result of what has occurred?

Stimulus checks certainly helped but it was a 
short-term fix, obviously.

In many cases, hardworking folks have applied 
for unemployment and could not qualify. I know that 
first-hand and have spoken with others who have en-
countered the same situation.

If you have part-time income from a source and 
lost your full-time or primary job which made most of 
your monthly intake, you are not eligible to collect un-
employment.

For those who are, many will not recognize the 
monies made monthly through their jobs while others 
will actually make more and may not have the incen-
tive to return to work if and when those opportunities 
present themselves.

Ultimately, I believe all sports, at every level, will 
resume and take place beginning in the fall with the 
2020-2021 school year unless there is a rebound of the 
virus at a significant rate.

There is simply too much at stake.
Testing for the virus has improved dramatically 

and will continue to improve. Testing drugs to treat 
the virus properly has improved and will continue to 
improve, whether or not we see a desired, needed vac-
cine to combat and defeat it.

While it seems virtually certain that we will see 
the Saints, LSU, the Pelicans, Tulane and high school 
sports beginning in August, it is totally unclear when 
we can actually attend those events.

While the Pelicans would likely not play in New 
Orleans, it is hard to fathom a Saints game in the Su-

perdome without fans. Ditto for an LSU game in Tiger 
Stadium. The passion is immeasurable and the teams 
and expectations are huge.

When fans can return to watch games in person, 
the dynamic is certain to change.

After what transpired on Sept. 11, 2001, we saw 
a sea change in our lives, including at airports, at con-
certs and, most notably, at sporting events.

Wanding has become a regular occurrence. Walk-
ing through metal detectors is the norm. At the harsh-
est level, there is the embarrassment of a pat-down. 
When entering the Superdome, there is even the pres-
ence of dogs sniffing vehicles.

Now, while it is seemingly not possible to have 
testing for everyone trying to enter a stadium, monitor-
ing one’s temperature is clearly possible. There may be 
questions regarding your health.

Then, there is the concept of masking, no longer 
just a Halloween ritual or one utilized by criminals 
from the Wild West.

Ultimately, the feeling is that fans will do what-
ever is required to have the right, the ability to attend 
live sporting events.

The absence of sports has been glaring, even to 
those who do not partake in or have any real interest 
in games.

There are so many jobs that have been lost. The 
impact on restaurants and bars in the vicinity of sports 
facilities has been huge.

The lack of revenue generated by live sporting 
events is telling. Like all facets of the economy, there is 
a domino effect, a trickle-down impact which we have 
seen and which we have all experienced. That impact 
will be a lasting one. We can only hope it doesn’t last 
more than a year down the road.

There can be no worse feeling than that of watch-
ing high school seniors and college seniors lose their 
seasons as we watched this past season. At least there 
is a genuine effort to allow college seniors to return for 
one more year of eligibility.

Then, of course, there is the mentality of those 
who simply love sports and not seeing or attending 
events.

Watching replays of the Saints winning Super 
Bowl XLIV and LSU winning national championships 
in 2008 and 2020 has been fun. Watching old World Se-
ries games has been entertaining. Catching “The Last 
Dance” was required viewing, or so it seems, and it was 
interesting.

I don’t know about you, but I have reached the 
point where I have seen enough of replays of games 
of yesteryear.

Take all the safety precautions necessary. Sani-
tize facilities and accessories diligently. Shower regu-
larly. Wash your hands vigorously. Mask up when nec-
essary.

Let the games begin!  

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive 
officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports direc-
tor of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts sports talk 
shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep 
Report” on Friday nights during the football season 
and “The Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels 
Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 
Trahan is the general manager of the Saints Hall of 
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and 
does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio sta-
tions in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the 
president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works with Life 
Resources Ministries and is president and emcee of 
the Greater New Orleans Quarterback Club.

The million dollar question: How and when will sports return?
By Ken Trahan 
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The benefits 
in becoming more 

active as well as participating in sports are well 
documented. Adults and children alike need to 
spend more time exercising and less time idle 
in other activities. The Surgeon General’s recom-
mendation is that every U.S. adult should accu-
mulate 30 minutes or more of moderate-intensity 
physical activity on most days of the week. By ex-
ercising regularly you’re more apt to work better, 
sleep better and be more alert and energetic than 
inactive individuals. Benefits of exercise include 
higher metabolism and weight loss, lower blood 
pressure, lower risk of heart attack and stress 
relief.

Some interesting statistics on the benefits 
of exercise include physical activities that burn 
1,000 to 2,000 calories a week can lower your 
stroke risk by 24% and exercising for 15 to 30 min-
utes, five days per week can decrease your death 
risk from congenital heart disease by 46 percent, 
plus regular exercise decreases breast cancer risk 
by 20 percent and unfit men are 80 percent more 
likely to die of cancer than fit men.

With our children, it is sedentary behavior 
that leads to their problems with obesity. Every 
child should accumulate 30 to 60 minutes of mod-
erate-intensity physical activity daily. As they get 
older, it can be a challenge for kids to get enough 

daily activity. Reasons include increasing de-
mands of school, a feeling among some kids that 
they aren’t good at sports, a lack of active role 
models and busy working families. Regular exer-
cise for children include benefits such as strong 
muscles and bones, weight control, decreased 
risk of developing Type 2 diabetes, better sleep 
and a better outlook on life. Healthy, physically 
active kids also are more likely to be academically 
motivated, alert and successful.

Physical fitness and participating in sports 
are life-long activities that should be the achieve-
ment objective for all of us. Physical therapy is not 
only the healthcare profession for the treatment 
of injury or illness, but the healthcare profession 
for injury prevention. Exercise is the medicine 
that is the most effective in preventing injury and 
illness.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on 
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU 
Medical School Department of Allied Health 
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The 
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kenner-
ortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosport-
stherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author 
and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthope-
dic column.

Exercise increases your quality 
of life 
By Craig Goodwin

{  One-on-one personal 
training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one 
evaluation including movement 
screening, diet, and lifestyle 
analysis. You will leave with 
a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals.

{  Early morning & after work 
appointments available 

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER

GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com
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Real Estate

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

One of the big-
gest questions we 
all seem to be ask-
ing these days is 

“When are we going to start to see an economic 
recovery?” As the country begins to slowly reopen, 
moving forward in strategic phases, business ac-
tivity will help bring our nation back to life. Many 
economists indicate a recovery should begin to 
happen in the second half of this year. Here’s a 
look at what some of the experts have to say.

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell 
says, “I think there’s a good chance that there’ll 
be positive growth in the third quarter. And I 

think it’s a reasonable expectation that there’ll 
be growth in the second half of the year. So, in 
the long run, I would say the U.S. economy will re-
cover. We’ll get back to the place we were in Feb-
ruary; we’ll get to an even better place than that. 
I’m highly confident of that. And it won’t take that 
long to get there.”

In a nonpartisan analysis for the U.S Con-
gress it is found that the economy is expected to 
begin recovering during the second half of 2020 
as concerns about the pandemic diminish and as 
state and local governments ease stay-at-home 
orders, bans on public gatherings, and other mea-
sures. The labor market is projected to materially 
improve after the third quarter; hiring will re-
bound and job losses will drop significantly as the 

degree of social distancing diminishes.
Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank Presi-

dent Neel Kashkari said, “I think we need to pre-
pare for a more gradual recovery while we hope 
for that quicker rebound.”

We’re certainly not out of the woods yet, but 
clearly many experts anticipate we’ll see a recov-
ery starting this year. It may be a bumpy ride for 
the next few months, but most agree that a turn-
around will begin sooner rather than later.

During the planned shutdown, as the eco-
nomic slowdown pressed pause on the nation, 
many potential buyers and sellers put their real 
estate plans on hold. That time coincided with 
the traditionally busy spring real estate season. 
As we look ahead at this economic recovery and 
we begin to emerge back into our communities 

over the coming weeks and months, perhaps it’s 
time to think about putting your real estate plans 
back into play.

The bottom line is that the experts note a 
turnaround is on the horizon, starting as early as 
later this year. If you paused your 2020 real estate 
plans, let’s connect today to determine how you 
can re-engage in the process as the country re-
opens and the economy begins a much-anticipat-
ed rebound.  

Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, 
is a realtor at HomeSmart Realty South spe-
cializing in residential property sales and can 
be reached at 453-0531 or kellyhand504@gmail.
com. Hand’s office is located at 145 Harrison Av-
enue in New Orleans.

Experts predict economic recovery should begin in the second half of the year 
By Kelly S. Hand

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

Schools

Jefferson Parish Schools will continue to pro-
vide meals to children during the summer months. 
The district will offer its “Grab & Go” meals until 
July 31, 2020, after extending its partnership with 
the Three O’Clock Project.

“Our families need us now more than ever, and 
that need extends far beyond academics,” said JP 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. “This 
was an easy decision to make. It’s just the right 
thing to do.”

The extended meal service will come with 
some changes. Family members are highly encour-
aged to bring their children to pick up meals be-
ginning June 1. If children are not present, parents 
must submit a Summer Meal Requirements form 
to receive meals. Those forms will be available at 
each site and can be downloaded at jpschools.org/
GrabAndGo.

Families will also be provided enough meals 
for all seven days of the week. Children will receive 
breakfast and lunch for that day and the following 
day on Mondays and Wednesdays. On Fridays, chil-
dren will receive enough breakfasts and lunches to 
last through the weekend.

JP Schools has provided around 500,000 meals 
to children since starting the “Grab & Go” service 
March 18. The district’s 13 “Grab & Go” sites will 
continue to be open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The 13 Grab & Go 
locations will remain the same. In Kenner, “Grab & 
Go” will be available at Woods Elementary, located 
at 1037 31st Street. Visit jpschools.org/GrabAndGo 
to find the other school locations that will provide 
the meals.

“Grab & Go” meal sites will be closed May 25 
for Memorial Day and July 3 to observe Indepen-

dence Day. The last day of the 2019-2020 school 
year for students was May 21. The 2020-2021 school 
year starts for students August 6.

Meals will be offered to any child age 18 and 
under or special needs students age 21 and under 
regardless of whether they are a JP Schools student.

Eighty-two percent of the families in JP 
Schools are economically disadvantaged.

Three O’Clock Project is a nonprofit organiza-
tion. Their mission is to provide healthy meals and 
nutrition education for at-risk students after school.

Meals will be provided to all children age 18 
and under without charge. Acceptance and par-
ticipating requirements for the program and all ac-
tivities are the same for all regardless of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA and there will be no 
discrimination in the course of the meal service. 
Jefferson Parish Schools is an equal opportunity 
provider.

In addition to JP Schools’ “Grab & Go” meal 
program, Jefferson Parish families who normally 
receive free or reduced-price meals at school may 
also apply for the Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program. 
On May 15, Governor John Bel Edwards announced 
Louisiana has received approval from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture to help feed as many as 
611,430 students during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Under the new P-EBT program, families of children 
who normally receive free or reduced-price meals 
at school may get financial assistance to replace 
those meals. For more information about this pro-
gram, families can contact the LAHelpU Call Cen-
ter at 1-888-524-3578.  

Jefferson Parish schools extends “Grab & Go” 
meal support for families

COVID-19 information is available at  
www.kenneremergencyresponse.com 

with a separate section for Spanish speaking residents.
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Looking back on an unprecedented school year and ahead at what’s to come
By Cade Brumley, Ph.D.– Jefferson Parish School System Superintendent

In Jefferson Par-
ish Schools, we exist to 
provide our kids with 
the education they de-

serve to succeed in life and make our world a better 
place. That’s our promise to you, and it’s one we intend 
to keep – whether we’re engaging children in-person 
or virtually.

We’re committed to our JP Schools family at the 
highest levels. We have the top-rated curriculum in the 
state. Our educators employ innovative approaches to 
engage our English language learners and students 
with exceptionalities. Every educator is a life-long 
learner thanks to our content-specific, job-embedded 
professional development. And thanks to our multiple 
leadership pipelines and career paths: educators now 
have a clear map to enhance their craft, move forward 
in their career and ultimately provide an even better 
education to our kids.

Educating kids is important work and we can’t 
do it alone – especially during these trying times. 
That’s why the relationships we’ve built in the commu-
nity are so important: the business community, civic 
and faith leaders, our retired community and  more... 
all working together for kids.

Thank you to our families and educators for 
ensuring that learning continued until the last day 
of school – even with our buildings closed. I know it 
hasn’t been easy. Nothing can replace the support our 
children receive when our doors are open, but you 
stepped up and made a difference for kids. As we close 
the academic year, I think it’s important I update you 
on what we’ve achieved together so far and on what 
next school year could look like.

Even though it’s sometimes hard to know what 
day of the week it is now – let’s remember there was a 
school year prior to our buildings being closed. We’re 
a district on the rise thanks to the hard work of our 
educators and the investment of our community. Our 
District Performance Score increased for the first 
time in four years. We earned a “B” for student growth, 
over a third of our schools were recognized for excep-
tional growth and our graduation rate increased. We 
led Louisiana in Advanced Placement growth and out-
paced the state for mastery rate increase. We retained 
92-percent of our top-rated teachers – thanks in large 
part to the differentiated educator pay raise millage 
passed by voters. It was our teachers’ first raise in a 
decade and provided a living-wage for the backbone 
of our system – our support staff. Our board also  

 
 
unanimously approved a plan that puts more kids 
in higher performing schools, gives families greater 
school choice, improves classroom technology for 
teachers, makes more efficient use of our facilities and 
saves the district 16-million-dollars a year. And...our in-
ternal data told us that more progress was to come on 
this year’s state tests.

Before Louisiana’s first positive coronavirus test, 
we created aggressive preventative measures and 
shared those with our schools and community. We also 
started planning for what to do if schools were closed. 
When the governor made his announcement to close 
school buildings, we were ready to act.

Since our buildings have been closed, we’ve 
served around half a million “Grab & Go” meals to 
children, provided online learning resources to fami-
lies, distributed over 70,000 printed learning packets 
and over 5,000 Chromebooks to families without home 
technology, trained 3,000 teachers on distance learn-
ing and opened call centers to serve our families’ aca-
demic and mental health needs. We – educators, fami-
lies and the community – stepped into the gap during 
an unprecedented time in our nation.

I know many of you have questions about next 
school year. In short, we don’t know exactly what next 

year will look like...but it will look different. Our lead-
ership team is continuing discussions on scenarios 
for next school year. We could see a school year that 
includes a blend of on-campus and at-home learn-
ing. We’re moving forward with the expectation that 
classes will resume on campus August 6, but we will 
be prepared to start virtually...or to make the shift to 
virtual during the school year.

For the latest updates throughout the summer, 
visit jpschools.org.

No matter what August brings, we will continue 
to serve our families and engage our kids at a high lev-
el. The lessons we’ve learned will serve us well. What’s 
most important now is student learning and the safety 
of our students and staff. We will be ready day one.

Thank you. Stay safe. And have a wonderful 
summer.   

Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jef-
ferson Parish School System, the largest and most 
diverse district in Louisiana, serving around 50,000 
students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the public 
school system, educated in Louisiana public schools 
and spending his entire career serving children 
and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. 
Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

On May 6, 2020, the Jefferson Parish School 
Board approved general guidelines recommended by 
JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley for the 
expenditures related to the allocation of Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES) Act 
funding.

The Jefferson Parish School System received ap-
proximately $21,505,837 in CARES Act funding. These 
funds will be equitably distributed across non-public 
schools, charters and district-operated schools.

The superintendent recommended the following 
general framework for planning and purchasing with 
CARES Act funds:

Sanitation related costs
Printing related costs for at-home student 

learning paper-packets
Departmental COVID-19 costs
Chromebooks, mice, sleeves, mobile carts to  

 

 
 
better ensure 1-1 by August 2020

Internet connectivity set aside for families (as 
needed and as possible)

Virtual instruction professional development 
for leaders, teachers and staff

Compensatory education (as needed)
Social emotional supports for students and 

staff
Summer programming for instructional recov-

ery (targeting July)
Instructional recovery during 2020-2021
Personal protective equipment (PPE) costs for 

2020-2021
Medical supplies for 2020-2021 (IE: thermom-

eters)
Any other necessary expense to promote stake-

holder health and accomplish 2024 goals
This general framework is not comprehensive  

 

 
but provides the system with general guidance to 
move forward with critical purchases.

“We are grateful for this funding and the vote of con-
fidence from the school board as we continue supporting 
our students, families and staff during this time,” said Dr. 
Brumley. “Our intent is to provide a safe environment for 
instructional recovery for students in need while ensur-
ing technological readiness for every student and teach-
er in our system. Our team is committed to overcoming 
every challenge and marching forward towards greater 
outcomes and opportunities for our students.”

The district will make necessary purchases 
based on the school board’s existing “State of Emer-

gency” status. The district will apply for additional 
funds from the Louisiana Department of Education’s 
Strong Start Initiative for various instructional needs 
related to COVID-19.

The CARES Act is a bill passed by Congress 
to provide emergency assistance and health care 
response for individuals, families and businesses af-
fected by the 2020 coronavirus pandemic. Through the 
CARES Act, Louisiana allocated $287 million for K-12 
education. Of that total, about $260 million has gone 
directly to school systems. With the remaining money, 
the Louisiana Department of Education established 
additional grant opportunities for school systems to 
support critical priorities. 

Jefferson Parish School Board approves guidelines for disbursement of federal cares act 
funds in COVID-19 relief

Jefferson Parish families can soon apply for open-
ings at some of the top-performing schools in the state. 
Jefferson Parish Schools will hold a special application 
window to fill the remaining spots in its Advanced Study 
Academies for the next school year. The Phase 2 applica-
tion window will be June 1 through June12, 2020.

The application window for admissions testing will 
open at 7:30 a.m. on June 1 and close at 5:00 p.m. on June 
12. Applications will become available online at jpschools.
org/asa June 1 at 7:30 a.m.

During the Phase II application window, applica-
tions will only be taken for grade levels and academies 
with remaining openings and for students who did not 
test during the Fall 2019 admissions window. Visit jp-
schools.org/asa to view the projected openings. For more 

information, contact the ASA admissions office at 349-
7792 or Julia.Johns@jpschools.org.

JP Schools ASAs are designed to expose the most 
highly capable students to a challenging, rigorous,and 
accelerated curriculum. The academies focus on high-
potential students who are successful in gaining admis-
sion through the ASA admissions process. Successful 
candidates are challenged with opportunities in abstract 
thinking, problem solving, and the use of higher order 
thinking skills. Our academies employ a school-wide en-
richment model and use project-based, hands-on instruc-
tional techniques. Students are highly engaged through 
differentiated instruction and are working at least one 
grade level ahead of other students in their age group 
and grade placement.   

JP Schools announces Phase II application 
window for Advanced Study Academies
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Latin American News

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
SCHNECKENBURGER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Schneckenburger Elementary School provides a 
positive environment for students to achieve their 
academic and personal best with the support of highly 
qualified educators, families, and the community. 
Schneckenburger offers a highly engaging curriculum 
to a very diverse population of students form Pre-K 
through 5th grade. Students are provided with the 
latest technology such as interactive Promethean 
Boards, a computer lab, and evidence-based 
resources such as iReady, and the Lexia that provide individualized instructional programs for students.

Walter G. Schneckenburger Elementary offers many annual 
events/programs: Summer Camp, Scholastic Book Fair, Quarterly 
Awards Programs, Dollars For Scholars, Safety Patrol, United 
Way, Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), Kids Hope USA, Fall 
Festival, Monthly Positive Behavior Incentives, Winter Program, 
DARE Program (5th grade), STEM Family Night, Field Day, and the 
CATCH Healthy Lifestyles program. 

Mrs. Christi Rome is the Principal of Walter G. Schneckenburger 
Elementary School. The school earned TOP GAINS 
Honors for the past 3 years under Ms. Rome’s leadership. 
Schneckenburger is represented by Jefferson Parish 
School Board District IX member Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. 
Schneckenburger Elementary School is located at 26 
Earnest Avenue in Kenner. For more information, please call 
504-443-1236 or visit jpschools.org/schneckenburger.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

Hurricane Preparedness Amid COVID-19    
By Rafael E. Saddy

It is that time 
of the year. The 2020 
hurricane season will 
likely look different 

because of COVID-19 and with the prediction by 
meteorologists of an active six months, we need to 
prepare early. As we continue to practice social dis-
tancing COVID-19 is changing the way we respond 
to what experts say it will be a busy hurricane sea-
son. We need to factor in the pandemic, a possibil-
ity of a shortage of supplies, social distancing and 
the availability of shelters under current pandemic 
situation.

If you plan to evacuate consider personal pro-
tection equipment when stocking up on supplies 
like sealable drinking water and food that could 
last for three or four days. All of that is especially 
important right now because of the way things are 
now. You may get to a location and you may not 
be able to find a store open or available for two or 
three days.

Make sure your insurance is up to date. Flood 
insurance coverage takes 30 days before it be-
comes active. Check your roof for hanging or loose 
shingles and any leaks to prevent water damage. If 
you do not have one, possibly purchase a home gen-
erator to supply power until electricity is restored. 
Keep important documents and policies in a water-
proof container ready to go with you in the event of 
an evacuation and keep a copy of your important 
computer files on a flash drive.

In the event of an emergency the state of  

 
 
Louisiana has the primary responsibility to develop 
emergency management plans for incidents and 
or disasters, but they are only as good as we un-
derstand them and how we prepare to protect our 
property and life. The initial actions of prevention, 
mitigation, preparedness and response and recov-
ery in most cases are conducted by our local govern-
ment. If the event necessitates a formal declaration 
of a state of emergency, city officials will make no-
tifications to Jefferson Parish governing authority 
and emergency management officials. It the event 
necessitates a formal declaration of a state of emer-
gency by parish officials, notification will be made 
to the parish president and the governor’s office. 
Assistance by the state will be given when it is de-
termined that the disaster or emergency is beyond 
parish and local capabilities to cope with the disas-
ter or emergency. Federal assistance will supple-
ment state and a local effort with it is beyond their 
capability to cope with the disaster or emergency.

The city of Kenner maintains comprehensive 
plans that compliment and coordinate with Jeffer-
son Parish’s procedures for emergency operations. 
It is important that citizens are aware of the proper 
steps to take during an emergency.

The brochures listed below are available in 
Spanish and can be printed from the city of Ken-
ner’s website, www.kenner.la.us, with important 
information concerning city’s storm procedures. 
Click on the “Government” tab and then “Office 
of Emergency Management” to access these bro-
chures.

City of Kenner – Hurricane Preparedness
City of Kenner – Business Disaster Planning
City of Kenner –Public Assisted Evacuation
City of Kenner – Contraflow Instructions and 

Map
Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Guide
Business owners should make sure to sign up 

for re-entry placards.
To assist the Hispanic community to better 

prepare themselves, listed below are several of the 
key organizations that offer bilingual services that 
can refer you to the appropriate organization for 
assistance.

American Red Cross:620-3105 – Nation’s pre-
mier emergency response organization.

Louisiana Attorney General’s Office Criminal 
Division: 225-326-6079 – Consumer complaints, 
crime, health issues, charities and more.

Hispanic Apostolate: 467-2550 – Provides 
many bilingual social services to Hispanics and 
other immigrants in the New Orleans area.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (HCCL): 
885-4262 – HCCL has recognized the new chal-
lenges that face Hispanics who have moved into the 
region and are predominantly engaged in rebuild-
ing the area.

Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management: 
471-2100 or oem@kenner.la.us – The mission of 
Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management is to co-
ordinate emergency preparedness functions across 
all municipal agencies and to provide timely and 
relevant information to government officials and 
the public on dealing with hazards and disasters.

Latin American Civic Association of Louisi-
ana: 464-4619 or 466-1483 – A Louisiana nonprofit 
corporation and was established for educational 
and charitable purposes, including the promotion 
of education, advocacy and assistance for the well-
being of the Latin American community.

Community announcements
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The cen-

ter offers various programs as well as access to in-
formation and referrals for all sorts of opportunities. 
For information call 469-2570.

HCCL Foundation – Located in Suite 200 at 
2200 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner, the organiza-
tion offers various programs. For more information 
and info about other upcoming events call 305-5901.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV pro-
grams air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. For more information and program 
schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the 
Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Facebook/
YouTube page.

I leave you with this thought. “it wasn’t rain-
ing when Noah built the ark.” 

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diver-
sity Coordinator, public relations officer for the 
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of di-
rectors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email 
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspon-
dence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, 
LA 70064-0284.

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

292-8251
Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME EXTERIOR SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Exterior Painting

New Construction • Remodeling

Obstructive sleep apnea common and treatable  
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Many people 
have never heard of 
sleep disorders. It is 
estimated that over 

20 million adults in the U.S. alone suffer from 
obstructive sleep apnea and roughly 80 percent 
of those afflicted go untreated. The truth is that 
sleep disorders today are very common, can be 
serious and 95 percent are under diagnosed. Con-
tinuous research has shown that having less than 
six hours of sleep each night, an irregular sleep 
schedule or poor sleep is associated with many 
health risks.

Obstructive sleep apnea is the most common 
form of sleep apnea. Apnea literally translates as 

“cessation of breathing” which means that during 
sleep your breathing stops periodically during the 
night for a few seconds. These lapses in breathing 
can occur for up to ten seconds or more and can 
happen up to hundreds of times a night in severe 
cases. When this happens, you may snore loudly 
or making choking noises as you try to breathe. 
Your brain and body become oxygen deprived and 
you may wake up. When you wake up in the morn-
ing you feel tired or not refreshed even though you 
just had a full night of sleep. During the day you 
can feel fatigued, have difficulty concentrating or 
may even fall asleep unintentionally. This is all 
because your body is waking up numerous times 
throughout the night even though you might not 
be conscious of each awakening.

Who is at risk? Anyone can have sleep ap-

nea regardless of gender, age or body type. Sleep 
apnea increases the risk for hypertension, heart 
attack, stroke or even sudden death.

Here are some common symptoms to look 
for to know when should you contact a doctor 
or sleep special about obstructive sleep apnea?

If your snoring is loud enough that it dis-
turbs your bed partner’s sleep during the night.

If you often wake from sleep because of 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing com-
fortably.

If you have regular intermittent pauses in 
your breathing during sleep.

If you have chronic morning headaches.
If you feel excessively sleepy during the day 

or often fall asleep at inappropriate times.
Be prepared for your OSA doctor’s ap-

pointment
Once you schedule an appointment with 

a sleep specialist, you should begin keeping a 
“sleep journal” for about two weeks prior to your 
visit. In that journal, you should document your 
nightly sleeping habits and behaviors and write 
down things such as what time you went to bed, 
what time you woke up, how often you woke up 
in the middle of the night, how rested and alert 
you felt the following day or how sleepy you felt 
the next day.

You may want to ask your bed partner for in-
put regarding your sleeping habits and they may 
have noticed some of the nocturnal activities that 
you may not have been aware of.

If you’re aware of any family history of OSA, 
make sure to mention it to your doctor as OSA 
can be hereditary.

Try to remember and figure out when your 
symptoms began. Did your symptoms increase or 
begin as you aged? Did your symptoms increase 
as you gained weight or stopped exercising?

Three simple ways of diagnosing obstruc-
tive sleep apnea syndrome

Physical examination
The doctor may administer a simple check of 

your mouth, throat and neck to determine if you 
have OSA. The doctor is looking for abnormalities 
or excessive fatty tissue of the uvula, tongue and 
large tonsils and adenoids especially in children.

Polysomnography (PSG)
If your doctor believes you may have mod-

erate to severe obstructive sleep apnea, he will 
probably refer you to have a sleep study done. You 
will spend the night at a sleep clinic where you 
will be hooked up to a diagnostic machine that 
measures and records your heart, lung and brain 
activity, breathing patterns, arm and leg move-
ments, body positions and blood oxygen levels 
while you sleep. These tests are painless and non-
invasive and generally take six hours to complete.

Home sleep apnea test (HSAT)
This option is available for you to sleep in 

the comfort of your own bed while undergoing 
the evaluation. While not as in-depth of a study 
as a PSG, an HSAT monitors airflow, respiratory 
effort, breathing patterns, blood oxygen level and 

even body movements.
Methods of treatment of obstructive sleep 

apnea
Methods include lifestyle modifications in-

cluding diet and exercise, cutting back on alcohol, 
quitting smoking, sleeping on your side, common 
positive airway pressure (PAP), oral appliances 
and surgeries for obstructive sleep apnea.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana 
native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist 
and board-certified sleep medicine physician 
who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-
Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC 
in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medi-
cine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the 
medical director at Sleep Center of New Orleans 
(SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its kind accred-
ited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine 
(AASM) for treating children and adults with 
any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is 
board certified in family medicine and sleep 
medicine by the American Board of Fam-
ily Medicine and currently practices pediatric/
adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans 
area. To schedule an appointment, call the Sleep 
Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.
myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

City of Kenner contact  
information during  
COVID-19 pandemic

Kenner residents can call the All-City Access line at 468-7240 to 
reach any city department, with the exception of the Wastewater 

Department, which is taking calls 24/7 at 468-7292 and the 
Kenner Food Bank, accepting calls at 468-7220.

Kenner City Council offices can be reached  
by dialing the regular council numbers.

Kenner Code Enforcement, Clerk of Court and  
Finance Departments were opened May 18, 2020.

Updates on Coronavirus and city services are available  
on Kenner’s social media pages – Facebook,  
Nextdoor and Twitter, as well as Kenner TV.

COVID-19 information is also available at  
www.kennermergencyresponse.com  

with a separate section for Spanish speaking residents.
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Community
Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
GENERATE
SOLID LEADS

LEARN
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member | eaanola.org

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Tentative Dates:
June 11 and 25 
Check website for info.

Copeland Towers Suite & Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

19, 06819, 068
THAT’S THE NUMBER  

OF REGISTERED VOTER  
HOUSEHOLDS IN  

KENNER THAT RECEIVE  
THE KENNER STAR 
FREE IN THE MAIL  

EACH MONTH!

    

WANT TO WANT TO 
REACH  REACH  
THOSE THOSE 

PEOPLE?PEOPLE?
  Call us to advertise!  Call us to advertise!  

468-468-91259125

The household hazardous waste collection 
event scheduled for May 16, 2020 in the Joseph 
S. Yenni Building parking lot was cancelled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic but has been resched-
uled for Saturday, November 14, 2020.

Residents are encouraged to keep their un-
wanted household hazardous waste – paint, pesti-
cides, pool chemicals, rechargeable batteries and 
other hazardous substances until the new collec-
tion event date, to be held in the Joseph S. Yenni 

Building parking lot located at 1221 S. Elmwood 
Park Boulevard from 9:00 a.m. until noon.

For additional information contact Kather-
ine Costanza, Environmental Affairs Department 
Assistant Director at 731-4612.

For more information about Jefferson Par-
ish, visitwww.JeffParish.net. Residents can also 
receive regular updates by following the Jefferson 
Parish on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram (@
JeffParishGov).   

Jefferson Parish household hazardous waste 
collection event rescheduled

In March 2020 the previously scheduled 
April 4, 2020 Presidential Preference Primary/
Municipal Primary Election and May 9, 2020 Mu-
nicipal General Election were originally resched-
uled for June and July 2020. On April 14, in accor-
dance with Proclamation Number 46 JBE 2020 
issued by Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards, 
the new election dates are rescheduled for July 
11 and August 15 with polls opening from 7:00 a.m. 
until 8:00 p.m.

The deadline to register to vote in person or 
by mail is for the July 11 election is June 10 and 
July 15 for the August 15 election. The deadlines 
to register to vote through the Secretary of State’s 
GeauxVote Online Registration System are June 
20 and July 25. 

Early voting for the July 11 election is June 
26 through July 4, excluding Sunday, June 28 and 
Friday, July 3. For the August election the early 
voting period is August 1 through August 8, ex-
cluding Sunday, August 2. The early voting hours 

for both periods are 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
The deadline to request an absentee by 

mail ballot for the July 11 election is July 7 and 
August 11 for the August 15 election. Voters can 
request an absentee by mail ballot online through 
the Secretary of State’s Voter Portal or in writing 
through the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters 
Office (other than military and overseas voters). 
The deadline for the registrar of voter’s office to 
receive a voted mail ballot for the July 11 election 
is July 10 and August 14 for the August 15 elec-
tion, both must be received by 4:30 p.m. 

April elections rescheduled again now set for 
July and August

Any BrAke TAgs ThAT  
expire while The BrAke TAg 

sTATion is closed due To  
COVID-19 will hAve 30 dAys 

from The dATe The office  
reopens To geT A new BrAke 
TAg, wiThouT Any penAlTy.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, 
CALL 468-7240.

noTice:
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

Government

On May 22, 2020, the Louisiana House of 
Representatives voted 96-2 in favor of creating 
a constitutional trust fund to protect citizens’ 
Unclaimed Property money. House Bill 445, by 
House Speaker Clay Schexnayder and 
handled by Rep. John Stefanski, 
now moves to the Senate for 
consideration.

House Bill 445 and 
House Bill 536, the en-
abling legislation also by 
Speaker Schexnayder, 
will ensure that citizens’ 
Unclaimed Property is 
available for people and 
businesses to claim it. In 
addition to protecting the 
integrity of the Unclaimed 
Property Program, the trust 
fund is expected to generate 
more than $40 million in investment 
earnings for the state budget within 20 years.

“Unclaimed Property isn’t the government’s 
money. It belongs to people and businesses,” said 

Treasurer Schroder. “They should be able to claim 
it at any time. We’re constantly coming up with 
new ways to return more money. But we can’t re-
turn it if it’s not protected.”

Each year businesses turn over millions of 
dollars in unclaimed cash, stocks, bonds, 

securities and insurance pro-
ceeds to the State Treasur-

er’s Office.
Known as “Un-

claimed Property,” 
these funds include 
payroll checks, old 
bank accounts, 
royalties, utility 
deposits, interest 
payments, stock 
certificates and 
life insurance pro-

ceeds. One in six indi-
viduals in Louisiana has 

unclaimed property, with 
refunds averaging $900.

To search for unclaimed property, visit www.
latreasury.com.   

House advances legislation to protect 
unclaimed property

noTice:

JUNE 1
Official start of Hurricane Season
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455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
A

 L
ic

en
se

 #
28

61
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

IV Waste emergency contract
 from page 1

Advertise in the

468-9125

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

Ramelli, owner of Ramelli Waste, was twice rejected 
when seeking temporary restraining orders to keep 
IV Waste from picking up garbage. Then, by attack-
ing technical language, he did obtain temporary 
restraining orders to prevent IV Waste for picking 
up garbage. Zahn, seeking to end an ongoing legal 
squabble, used his executive powers to ensure unin-

terrupted garbage collection. Said Zahn, “What is a 
shame is that all Bob Ramelli is doing is running up 
his legal bills, rolling boulders in front of my admin-
istration and retaliating against Kenner for losing 
his ability to service our city. These legal challenges 
do not change a thing. People will pay the very same 
amount for garbage collection. IV Waste is our new 
provider and we are eager to let them do the job we 
know that they are capable of doing.”   

providing the services our residents need.”
Mayor Zahn said the city’s “Reopening Plan” 

includes a full decontamination of the three offices 
reopened to the public with the following addition-
al safety requirements. There will be temperature 
checks for all employees and visitors. There will 
be a limit on the number of visitors who will be al-
lowed inside the offices at any one time. All employ-
ees at front-facing counters will be required to wear 
face masks, as will any member of the public enter-
ing any of the three buildings. In addition, signs are 
being placed at each of the buildings emphasizing 
these restrictions.

While the three offices are being reopened, 
residents are urged to take advantage of services 
that can be conducted online or remotely through 
the City Access Line to limit the risk of exposure to 
the coronavirus.

At the Clerk of Court office, trials are still 
being rescheduled. However, residents can reset 
court dates or make payments in person. Anyone 
with a payment plan, or individuals with non-man-
datory court appearance violations, can use the on-
line portal to make a payment at www.kenner.la.us. 
More information is available through the City Ac-
cess Line, 468-7240.

In the Finance Department all services are 
available.

All services are available in the Code Enforce-

ment Department and residents will be able to pick 
up permits or placard cards, drop off permits and 
pay with cash or credit cards inside Building A.

The Community Development Department 
office is not open to the public at this time but a 
drop-off box is in place in front of the office at 624 
Williams Boulevard. Services that have been avail-
able remotely since the office closed will continue 
to be available, including applying for Community 
Development programs.

The offices of the Kenner Food Bank, located 
at 317 Oxley, are not open to the public. However, 
the food bank is continuing its delivery schedule 
of food to residents from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on 
Monday and 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday. A 
second drop box is in place in front the food bank 
for residents to submit applications for food servic-
es. For information about food bank programs, or 
to donate to the food bank, contact the City Access 
Line at 468-7240.

The brake tag station remains closed and any-
one with a brake tag that has expired while the of-
fice has been closed will have 30 days from the date 
the office reopens to get a new brake tag, without 
any penalty.

“Our goal is to carefully move toward normal 
city operations while making sure we do not un-
necessarily expose residents or city workers to CO-
VID-19,” Mayor Zahn said. “Along with Police Chief 
Mike Glaser and the members of the City Council, I 
want to thank Kenner residents for their coopera-
tion and patience.”   

Kenner offices opened
 from page 1

waxy frozen food packaging, take-out food con-
tainers or other food or contaminated contain-
ers, soiled paper, shredded paper, photos, hard 
cover books, carbon paper, newspaper delivery 
bags, rubber bands, aerosol cans, non-food or 

ferrous metal containers. Also not acceptable for 
recycling are household garbage, yard trimmings, 
building materials, hazardous waste, 6-pack rings, 
chemical containers, packing materials, clothes 
hangers or plastic wrap.

Residents are asked to keep their carts 
clean and to rinse out containers before placing 
in cart. Curbside sorting is not required.   

Recycling
 from page 1

Ochsner
 from page 1

patients first and their service has been extraordi-
nary in our country’s time of need.”

Developed under the guidance of a national 
expert panel, the Hospital Safety Grade uses up to 
28 measures of publicly available hospital safety 
data to assign grades to more than 2,600 U.S. 
acute care hospitals twice per year. The Hospital 
Safety Grade’s methodology is peer-reviewed, fully 
transparent and free to the public.

“OMC-Kenner is proud to be a resource for 

high quality care,” said Stephen Robinson, CEO, 
OMC-Kenner and the River Region. “Though these 
last few months have been difficult, we are ready 
to welcome all of our patients back to our hospital 
and clinics and will continue to provide that same 
level of care for which we have been nationally 
recognized.”

To schedule your next doctor’s appointment 
at Ochsner Medical Center- Kenner or Ochsner 
Health Center-Driftwood, call 443-9500 or sched-
ule online at www.ochsner.org.   
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Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

Come watch 
your sports at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

We are the 
place to watch 
all sports on 
our 19 TVs. 

Not a bad seat 
in the house.

Beer bucket 
specials and 
great food.

WIFI.

Come 
watch sports 

at 
Stepbrothers.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Foundation, Gulf Coast Bank, Bob McMyne and the McMyne Family and Sid Bullard. Many city employees 
and volunteers worked to prepare the food to be delivered.  

Meal on Wheels PLUS
 from page 1

Delivered 
electronically   
each month.

Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - computer, 
iPad, Kindle or cellphone!

Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
 For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

Delivered 
electronically   
each month.
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BUSINESSES REOPENING
CAN REGISTER

TO GET INFORMATION & GUIDANCE
AT OPENSAFELY.LA.GOV

STAY AT HOME ORDER EXPIRED ON MAY 15

OFFICE of the GOVERNOR

A wide range of COVID-19 information, including resources for individuals  

and small businesses, is available on the city’s emergency website, along with  

hurricane preparedness facts and tips for the upcoming hurricane season.

All-City Access Line: 468-7240


