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Since the shutdown due to COVID-19 last March, the city of 
Kenner has adapted and made many modifications to help citizens 
access city government and its programs. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, 
city administrators, the Kenner City Council, Kenner Police Chief 
Michael Glaser and the police department have worked together to 
keep the city running even though all local governments have been 
greatly affected by ramifications due to COVID-19.

The city initially closed all its offices and moved departments 
to the Pontchartrain Center to provide a more protective setting for 
employees and the public. As the scope of the pandemic grew more 
serious the city quickly switched gears to remote operations while 
continuing to provide all essential city services.

Communication with the public was one of the top priorities for 
Mayor Zahn, the city council and Police Chief Mike Glaser. Daily up-
dates were provided on city services, emergency proclamations and 
food and mask giveaways, among other news through social media 
and K-TV. The city created an emergency website for a wide range of 
COVID-19 information both in English and in Spanish with updates to 
inform citizens of information the city and state was offering to help 
citizens deal with the pandemic.

When hurricane season started on June 1, the city’s emergency 
website was expanded to include information on tropical weather 
as well. In early June, city officials responded to the threat of Tropi-
cal Storm Cristobal by opening the Kenner Emergency Operations  

City of Kenner has made many decisions and innovations in 
handling COVID-19
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See page 10 story & ballot on page 15

2020 Municipal General Election

 Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, council members and  
Kenner workers delivered extra food supplies at 

Wheels PLUS program started because of COVID-19.

Treasure Chest Casino 
celebrates 26th anniversary 
in Kenner

Treasure Chest Casino reopened on May 20, 2020, after a state-
mandated closing due to COVID-1, implementing new “Boyd Clean” 
detailed health and safety protocols, which can be found on the casi-
no’s website, www.treasurechest.com. New operating hours are from 
8:00 a.m. until 2:00 a.m. daily.
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Kenner crime down 17 percent during coronavirus outbreak 
compared to same period in 2019
By Allan Katz

The Kenner Police Department says that 
crime in the city is down 17 percent during the 
past three months when the coronavirus has 
intensified, when compared to the same period 
in 2019.

Kenner Police Sergeant Ethan Hales said 
the decline “doesn’t mean that crime has disap-
peared in Kenner, but it is clear that criminal 
acts have been diminished at a time when every-
one’s attention is focused on this terrible virus.”

At the same time, said Sergeant Hales, Ken-
ner police have had between 25 and 30 interac-
tions with residents with household members 
who were either symptomatic and/or confirmed 
positive for coronavirus. Included in these inter-

actions are arrestees that had to be transported 
to a hospital. Jefferson Parish, which includes 
the city of Kenner, leads Louisiana in the number 
of coronavirus cases. In every interaction, says 
Sergeant Hales, the officers followed a strict pro-
tocol in their use of Personal Protective Equip-
ment, decontamination and monitoring for pos-
sible coronavirus symptoms.

“We are exceptionally well prepared for this 
emergency,” says Sergeant Hales. “The credit for 
that goes to Chief (Michael) Glaser and the ex-
ecutive staff. We have all the protective gear we 
need, including gowns, masks and gloves.”

Sergeant Hales said the coronavirus crisis 
has forced other changes at the KPD. “We’ve had 
to close the lobby at KPD Headquarters,” says 
Hales. “We are taking calls 

for service over the phone and communicating 
with residents over the phone where we might 
ordinarily communicate face-to-face.” He said 
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Lieutenant David Desforges, Kenner 
Police Department Commander of  

the Special Missions Section,  
at work at KPD Headquarters.

Two Ochsner Driftwood clinic 
doctors honored with Ochsner 
Health annual awards

Brandi K. Jones, M.D., a senior internal medicine and pediatrics phy-
sician at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood was named Ochsner Health’s 
Physician of the Year during its annual Spirit of Leadership Awards. Victoria 
Smith, M.D., associate primary care medical director for the River Region 
and primary care physician at OHC-Driftwood, was also named one of the 
inaugural recipients of the Ochsner Health Diversity and Inclusion Award.

Dr. Jones and Dr. Smith, two of nearly 1,500 Ochsner-employed physi-
cians, were honored during a virtual ceremony streamed to the system’s 
employees this past June.

Brandi K. Jones, M.D. Victoria Smith, M.D.

Beautification projects abound 
in the city

Jefferson Parish School Board 
appoints James Gray as new 
superintendent and approves 
changes to academic calendar

Dr. James Gray

At a July 15, 2020 meeting, the Jefferson 
Parish School Board appointed Dr. James Gray 
as the next superintendent of Jefferson Parish 
Schools and approved changes to the academic 
calendar. The board voted unanimously to ap-
point Dr. Gray from two candidates who pre-
sented at the special session meeting.
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SATURDAY,  
AUGUST 15, 2020Kenner work crews focused on beautification of gardens  

and medians throughout the city in July with work expected to 
continue in August. See more photos on page 19.
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www.kenneremergencyresponse.com 

A wide range of COVID-19 information, including resources for individuals 

and small businesses, is available on the city’s emergency website, along with 

hurricane preparedness facts and tips for the upcoming hurricane season.

All-City Access Line: 468-7240

BUSINESSES THAT HAVE REOPENED 
OR PLAN TO REOPEN CAN REGISTER AT

OPENSAFELY.LA.GOV
TO RECEIVE UPDATED NOTIFICATIONS 

AND GUIDANCE BY EMAIL FROM THE STATE.

OFFICE of the GOVERNOR
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

701 W. Esplanade Ave.
465-9444

139 Robert E. Lee Blvd.
286-1777

Call Ahead for Drive thru To Go Orders!

Excellent BurgersExcellent Burgers 

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerJalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon BurgerThree Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBlue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss BurgerBacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch BurgerBBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss BurgerMushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon BurgerBuffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese BurgerFive Cheese Burger
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss BurgerAvocado Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

OPEN 7 AM til 8 PM

Inside Dining 
Available!

OPENING CHATEAU BLVD. LOCATION SOON!

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Ready for travel
whenever
you are.

More hand sanitizing stations 
Increased cleaning & sanitization
Face masks required

FlyMSY.com/Travelready
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Can’t mask NOLA murder rate
By Jeff Crouere

Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn, the Kenner City Council, city administrators 
and the Kenner Police Department under the leadership 
of Chief Michael Glaser have worked as a unified team 
during the coronavirus pandemic, making sure that all 
city services have been provided to the community.

And, it’s a good thing that they have. Throughout 
the nation, when public office holders have not been able 
to work together, the effects of the pandemic have been 
worse for the community. In Kenner, city government has 
been productive and efficient despite the crisis. It has 
been almost a textbook example of how office holders 
should work together to serve the community. Jefferson 
Parish, which includes the city of Kenner, leads Louisiana 
in the number of coronavirus infections. In Kenner, the 
police department and emergency medical technicians 
have excelled at transporting sick individuals to hospitals.

While all the members of Mayor Zahn’s staff, all 
seven members of the city council, Chief Glaser and all 
 

 
 
his officers deserve credit, I think there should be some 
special kudos reserved for Mayor Zahn.

As an executive, he seems to be at his best in a crisis 
situation. He is an excellent leader, is able to handle mul-
tiple details and has a gift for coming up with innovative 
ideas even when the pressure is on. Of course, these ideas 
could not come to fruition without the support of all of 
Mayor Zahn’s staff, administration, city council and police 
department.

Let me offer a few examples to show why I am so 
impressed.

Initially, city services were moved to the Pontchar-
train Center to provide a safer environment where social 
distancing could be provided. However, when the pan-
demic worsened, the city switched to remote operations. 
Despite the strain and the need to keep city employees 
as safe as possible, essential city services have continued 
to be provided.

With adults and children at home during the lock-
down, and recognizing the need for family-oriented ac-
tivities, the city organized a teddy bear hunt and an Easter 
Egg hunt.

Using the city’s TV channel and its social media ac-

counts, Kenner has provided daily updates on city services 
that included announcements regarding a number of food 
and mask giveaways organized by the city.

English and Spanish websites were established to 
provide updated emergency information.

One of the parish’s most important programs is the 
Jefferson Council on Aging’s Meals on Wheels. In Kenner, 
more than 150 homes receive this vital service. When sev-
eral Meals on Wheels drivers became ill, the city provided 
volunteer drivers so the deliveries could continue uninter-
rupted. In addition to serving the 150 recipients who live 
in Kenner, the volunteer drivers also delivered meals to 
70 Jefferson Parish residents who live on the route that 
includes Kenner and Metairie. Also, recognizing that it 
was difficult for high risk senior citizens to travel to the 
grocery without endangering their health, the city started 
an extra weekly food pickup called Meals on Wheels PLUS, 
with provisions provided by generous companies and 
charities.

City council meetings were held virtually, using the 
city’s tele-conferencing capabilities.

When Tropical Storm Cristobal threatened Kenner, 
the city opened its emergency operations center to coordi-
nate first responder activities and provide information to 
Kenner residents about the storm. When Cristobal passed, 

the city arranged for IV Waste – the city’s new garbage 
collection contractor – to sweep the city, clearing debris 
along with city crews.

Virtual proceedings were conducted in the clerk of 
court facilities.

Thanks to the band Supercharger, the city was able 
to present a “Concert in Your Car,” at the Pontchartrain 
Center.

These are just a few examples of how the city has 
been able to respond to the coronavirus pandemic, thanks 
to the cooperation that exists between the mayor’s office, 
city administrators, the city council and the Kenner Po-
lice Department. At the same time, it is far too early to 
take a victory lap. We are still in the throngs of the pan-
demic. There is no reason to think the virus is going away 
anytime soon. We are all hoping that there will be a safe, 
effective vaccine late this year or early next year. While 
we wait for that blessed day, you can be sure that Mayor 
Ben Zahn, city administrators, the seven Kenner Council 
members and the police department will cooperatively 
continue to provide the services that enable the city to 
continue to function in what is our new “normal.”   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Mayor Zahn’s office, Kenner City Council and Police Department work well as a 
team during COVID-19 crisis
By Allan Katz

Political

Late on a hot 
July night in a neigh-
borhood off Downman 
Road in New Orleans, a 

man was shot in the head. After being taken to the hos-
pital, he succumbed to his injuries. It was another grisly 
statistic in a city known for its high rate of violence.

Sadly, the shooting was barely mentioned in lo-
cal media, just another murder victim in a violent city. 
As usual, the New Orleans Police Department (NOPD) 
provided few details. These regular incidents of crime 
spark little outrage from the public numbed by the 
never-ending violence.

Per capita, the murder rate in New Orleans has 
historically ranked among the highest in the nation. 
Last year, New Orleans residents enjoyed a welcome 
turnaround with the lowest murder rate since 1971. Un-
fortunately, the good news was short lived as this year’s 
murder rate is 58% higher than last year.

The higher murder rate is especially surprising 
since many residents have been locked down since 
March. In a city known for entertainment and tourism, 
New Orleans has been decimated economically by the 
COVID-19 mitigation measures. The scant economic 
activity has not deterred criminals from committing 
horrific acts of violence.

Despite the partial economic lockdown due to 
COVID-19, violence has increased in many cities across 
the nation. Some communities had to deal with riots in 
the aftermath of George Floyd’s killing by a Minneapo-
lis police officer. Fortunately, in New Orleans, most of 
the protests were peaceful.

The tragic death of George Floyd sparked nation-
al outrage. There are needed discussions that must be 
held regarding police reform, but it should not overlook 
the good work that most police officers do daily.

In New Orleans, police officers regularly receive 
high marks for their dealings with the public. For ex-
ample, New Orleans police officers are accustomed 

 
 
to peacefully handling large crowds of people. During 
Mardi Gras and other events, police and the public suc-
cessfully interact in most instances.

In recent months, these good relations have con-
tinued despite the numerous protests sparked by the 
death of George Floyd. In the most raucous episode, 
protesters clogged traffic in certain areas of the city 
and on I-10 for several nights. The New Orleans City 
Council lambasted the NOPD for the use of tear gas and 
rubber balls in dispersing the crowd that had gathered 
on I-10. While no one was seriously injured, critics of 
the NOPD, such as the ACLU, were upset at the tactics 
used to quell the protest. It was the first time in de-
cades that the NOPD used tear gas to disperse a crowd.

Fortunately, New Orleans is unique in another as-
pect. In some cities, such as Minneapolis, Seattle and 
New York, political leaders have called for their police 
departments to be defunded or disbanded. In New Or-
leans, political support for the NOPD has remained rel-
atively strong, even though some grassroots activities 
have called for the outright abolishment of the NOPD.

The activists will not have much success in con-
vincing the political leadership that the NOPD should 
be disbanded. Most realize that the major problem 
with the NOPD is the manpower shortage.

This was created when former New Orleans May-
or Mitch Landrieu canceled police recruiting classes 
for several years. In the past few years, the NOPD has 
been operating with only 1,100 officers, five hundred 
less than needed, and a federal consent decree, with 
tremendous oversight of its activities. Many officers 
complain privately that their crime abatement meth-
ods are severely limited in this environment.

In this situation, it is difficult to recruit new po-
lice officers. With the anti-police attitude prevalent 
throughout the country, the efforts to recruit new of-
ficers will be even more difficult.

With the NOPD at less than full strength, crime 
in New Orleans will not be controlled. This will exacer-
bate the pressure from the partial COVID-19 shutdown 
and the other consistent problems in New Orleans such 

 
 
 as poor street conditions, flooding and a dysfunctional 
Sewerage and Water Board. The result is that many 
beloved businesses will close and good tax paying citi-
zens will choose to leave New Orleans for the suburbs 
or other cities.

For example, in recent weeks, several prominent 
local businesses, including K-Paul’s restaurant and 
Belladonna Day Spa have announced their intention 
to close. Eventually, the list of businesses that will be 
closing in New Orleans will be exceptionally large. It is 
unknown whether the New Orleans City Council or the 
mayor has a plan to address the exodus of businesses 
and tax revenue.

In the aftermath of George Floyd’s death, a 
city council commission was created to identify “rac-
ist” street names to change. While these changes will 
surely occur, the group will not address changes that 
are needed to fix poor infrastructure, blighted housing, 
substandard public education and a high crime rate 
that negatively impacts residents of New Orleans.

People and businesses are already leaving New 
Orleans and more will exit until something is done 
to make the city safer and more economically viable. 
More time and effort need to be spent on these con-
cerns or the city will have a greater number of new 
street names, but a fewer number of businesses and 
residents living on them.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sun-
days on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 
7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station 
WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a politi-
cal columnist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” 
and provides regular commentaries on the Jeff 
Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.
com. For more information, email Crouere at jeff@
jeffcrouere.com.
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In May, with the 
number of coronavirus 
cases on a downward 
trend, we followed the 

lead of Gov. Edwards and reopened two city office 
buildings as part of an effort to move slowly and cau-
tiously forward to more normal operations in the city.

But by late June, when Gov. Edwards decided 
the increased number of cases and hospitalizations 
presented too much of a risk to move the state from 
Phase 2 to Phase 3, it was clear we all needed to 

 
 
 
 
 
 refocus on following all safety guidelines to once 
again get the upper hand on COVID-19.

That’s why I decided to issue a new emergency 
proclamation on July 2 requiring that anyone entering 
a business or commercial building must wear a mask. 
A week later, Gov. Edwards issued a statewide manda-
tory mask order.

But I was convinced that we could – and should 
– do even more to get residents to wear masks.

So on the same day that the mask order went 
into effect, we introduced a “Mask Up Kenner” cam-

paign on the city’s Facebook page.
In the first public service announcement in-

troducing Mask Up Kenner, our KTV team produced 
a video that included Al Copeland of Copeland Res-
taurants, Sidney Torres of IV Waste, Lauren LeBlanc 
Haydel of Fleurty Girl and popular musician Rockin’ 
Dopsie.

They all took the Mask Up pledge and urged 
others to join them. We also asked residents and busi-
nesses to put up their own videos showing that they 
were taking the Mask Up pledge. And since that first 
PSA, we’ve either added or are planning to add other 
well-known people with Kenner connections includ-
ing coaches, principals and more.

This pandemic has been going on a long time 
and it’s easy to let your guard down, to want to return 

to a more normal life. Dawn and I would rather not 
wear masks; we’d rather not have to worry about the 
other health guidelines. But it’s not just a matter of 
our health because wearing masks also protects oth-
ers that we are with.

We all know what it took to initially be so suc-
cessful in the fight against COVID-19. We need to 
continue to wear masks and follow the other health 
guidelines – no letdowns, no excuses – and we can 
flatten the curve again.

I am confident that together – as one incredible 
team – we can do this. Mask Up Kenner!  

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Mask up Kenner
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Government

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
GENERATE
SOLID LEADS

LEARN
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member | eaanola.org

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Tentative Dates:
August 6 & 20  

Check website for info.
Copeland Towers Suite & Conference Center

2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

For more than 15 
years, Kenner has host-
ed English as a Second 
Language and adult 
education programs at 

both the MLK Resource Center, 1042 31st St. and the 
Hispanic Resource Center at 4312 Florida Ave.

These programs are administered by Jefferson 
Parish Schools and they provide invaluable resources 
to many residents. Having the programs located in 
the city makes it more convenient for residents and 
reduces the number of missed classes.

We received notification in February of this year  

 
 
 
 
 
that the programs, which first started in 2004, could 
be part of a wide range of adult education programs 
to be transferred to the main New Orleans campus of 
Delgado Community College and would no longer be 
available at the two resource centers.

As of January 2020, there were at least 39 stu-
dents attending the MLK Resource Center program 
alone.

Mayor Zahn directed that the city officials 
strongly express concern about the transfer of these 
programs and the impact on residents, particularly 
those who rely on public transportation. In July, a 
meeting was scheduled with representatives of the  

 
 
 
 
 
Louisiana Community and Technical Colleges and 
Delgado Community College to discuss the possibility 
of the programs remaining in Kenner.

The decision was made to continue to provide 
these important programs at the two resource cen-
ters in the city. While these programs are currently 
not being offered because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the current plan is to restart the programs in October, 
pending any new social distancing guidelines or safety 
regulations from the state.

 
 

We’d like to thank Delgado and state officials 
for their role in recognizing the importance of keep-
ing these programs in the city. Kenner will be the only 
location for these adult education programs outside of 
the Delgado campus in all of Jefferson Parish.

Anyone with questions about either of these 
programs can contact the Community Development 
Department through the Kenner City Access Line, 
468-7240.  

Kenner Community Development Director 
Tamithia Shaw can be reached at 468-7240 or at 
tshaw@kenner.la.us. The Kenner Community De-
velopment Department is located at 624 Williams 
Boulevard.

.

Adult education programs remain in Kenner
By Tamithia Shaw – Kenner Community Development Department Director

Police

Domestic vio-
lence has been the 
leading cause of in-
jury to women ages 15 
to 44. It’s estimated 

that 30% of the women killed in the U.S. are murdered 
by a husband or boyfriend. This year, the coronavirus 
pandemic has exacerbated this problem even further, 
as more people have become unemployed and/or are 
encouraged to stay home.

The safety of you and your loved ones is always 
our top priority. Years ago, in a landmark move to 
protect domestic abuse victims, the Kenner Police 
Department was the first in the state to enact legisla-
tion allowing an officer to arrest an abuser when there 
is probable cause. This relieves victims of the fear of 
pressing charges against their abusers.

If you’re a victim of domestic violence, call the 
Kenner Police Department at 712-2222 or 911 and use 
the following safety tips listed below.

If an argument is unavoidable, try to have it 
in a room where there are no weapons and where 
you can quickly escape. Practice getting out of your 
home safely by identifying the best exits.

Keep a bag packed in a safe and easy-to-locate 
place. It should include cash, checks, medicine, car 
keys, toiletries and other essentials. Know exactly 
where you will go.

Establish a code word so your children, fam-
ily or friends will know when you need the Kenner 

Police.
Ask a neighbor to call the Kenner Police Depart-

ment at 712-2222 or 911 if they notice a disturbance 
at your home.

Your partner or the partner of a relative or friend 
may show characteristics common among abusers. If 
that person exhibits several of the following charac-
teristic listed below, there is a strong chance he/she is 
or will become abusive.
Has admitted to striking a previous partner.
Threatens partner with physical force.
Punches walls and furniture or throws objects.
Holds spouse down or pushes spouse during argu-
ments.
Is jealous of the time his/her partner spends with 
others.
Tells partner how to use his/her time and money.
Tells spouse where he/she can and can’t go and 
with whom.
Cuts off spouse’s contact with others.
Accuses partner’s friends and family of causing 
trouble between them.  

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by email 
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department 
website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner 
Police Department mobile app for both Apple and Android 
devices and access the Kenner Police Department Face-
book and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic 
and other law enforcement-related information.

Domestic violence during the 
pandemic
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
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The state of Louisiana has launched a re-
covery fund to support businesses negatively im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The state has 
set aside $275 million for the Main Street Recov-
ery Grant Program. The program started on July 
28, 2020, and small businesses can apply for up to 
$15,000 to cover eligible expenses.

The program was designed to help those who 
need it most. Grants will first be given to busi-
nesses that did not receive a Paycheck Protection 
Program loan, insurance payment or an Economic 
Injury Disaster loan or advance. Priority will be 
given to those businesses for the first 21 days of the 
program, but businesses that did receive federal 
assistance can still apply. Additionally, $40 million 
will be set aside within the first 60 days of the ap-
plication process for businesses owned by women, 
minorities and veterans.

Interested businesses can sign up at www.
louisianamainstreet.com/newsletter-sign-up 
for updates and call 1(888) 795-4947 on Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

Small businesses must meet the following 
eligibility requirements in order to apply for the 
Louisiana Main Street Recovery Grant Program.

Eligible businesses must:
Have been domiciled in Louisiana as of March 
1, 2020.
Suffered an interruption of business.
Be at least 50% owned by one or more Louisiana 
residents.
Have filed Louisiana taxes in 2018 or 2019 or will 
file taxes in 2020.

Have had no more than 50 full-time employees as 
of March 1, 2020.
Have a physical location that customers or em-
ployees visit.
Not be part of a larger business with more than 
50 full-time workers.
Not exist for the purpose of advancing partisan 
political activity and does not directly lobby fed-
eral or state officials.
Not derive income from passive investments 
without active participation in business opera-
tions.

To see if your business is eligible to receive 
funds, take a quiz at www.louisianamainstreet.
com/business-eligibility-quiz.

Businesses that have not received financial 
assistance from other sources have priority dur-
ing the first 21 days of the application acceptance 
period. All other applications will be delayed for 
consideration until August 18, 2020. If your busi-
ness has already received assistance from other 
government programs, you can still be eligible for 
this grant program.

Eligible expenses include costs incurred in 
order to adhere to guidelines and mandates put in 
place to keep employees and customers safe.

This includes but not limited to:
Costs to create social distancing measures (signs, 
floor markings, etc.).
Costs to clean and disinfect areas.
Purchasing equipment to protect employees and/
or customers (hand sanitizer, masks, gloves, 
thermometers).

Contactless equipment (credit card readers, etc..)
Expenses to facilitate teleworking (laptops, 
printers, scanners).
Necessary re-opening expenses (tents, outdoor 
tables).
Signage pertaining to reopening or restructur-
ing.
Installation of drive-through windows.
Business interruption costs, including, but not 
limited to:
Unemployment insurance costs
Providing paid sick leave
Inventory replacement (replacing spoiled food)
Increased labor costs (hiring delivery drivers)
Mortgage interest (for home office)
Rent
Payroll
Utilities

To recap important dates, July 28 it the first 
day for applications, August 18 is the last day of 
priority given to applicants that did not receive 
federal assistance and September 26 is the goal 
date to have awarded $40 million to minority, 
women or veteran-owned businesses.

The list below includes documents needed to 
apply.
Federal Taxpayer Identification Number
State Taxpayer Identification Number
Louisiana Department of Revenue account num-
ber
Business date of formation/creation
Documentation to support eligible expenses (in-
voices, proof of payment, payroll records, vendor 

contracts, bank/credit card statements, rental 
agreements or mortgage statements, utility bills, 
etc.)
Number of full-time equivalent employees (as of 
March 1, 2020)
Information for all “Controlling Owners” of the 
business (defined as individuals or entities who 
exercise the power to make policy decisions). In-
formation includes Name, job title, SSN or EIN, 
residential address and driver’s license number.
Information regarding other sources of COVID-19 
funding received from United Stated SBA pro-
grams (PPP, EIDL, EIDL Emergency Advance), 
other federal program or insurance proceeds
Copies of filed tax returns for 2018 and 2019

Email any inquiries about the Main Street 
Recovery Grant Program to info@louisianamain-
street.com.   

Louisiana Main Street Recovery Grant Program launched for small businesses

WWW.AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM                                      INFO@AUDUBONCAREHOMES.COM

STATE-OF-THE-ART RESIDENT ENGAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY •  PHARMACIST OWNED & OPERATED
CAREGIVERS ARE CERTIFIED IN MEMORY & DEMENTIA CARE •  24 HOUR CARE & SUPERVISION

BEAUTY SALON  •  CUSTOMIZED CHEF-PREPARED MEALS •  HOUSEKEEPING & LAUNDRY SERVICES
DAILY RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES •  24 HOUR CCTV SECURITY •  &  MUCH, MUCH MORE...

S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  M e m o r y  &  D e m e n t i a  C a r e
4713 DREYFOUS AVENUE IN METAIRIE

Government
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Angels’ Place is a non-profit charity for families 
with children diagnosed with life-threatening illnesses. 
The mission of Angels’ Place is to provide ongoing sup-
port services to these children and their families.

Due to COVID-19 their many programs have been 
severely impacted. One of their programs that especially 
needs donations is their annual school supply drive.

People are asked to contribute by donating school 
supply items for the children. Supply items that are es-
pecially critical for the safety of these children as they 
return to school during COVID-19 are hand sanitizers, 
sanitizing wipes, paper towels, tissues and plastic bag-
gies in quart and gallon sizes.

Also needed are standard and large book bags, col-
lege-ruled three and five subject spiral notebooks, T-84 

graphing and non-graphing calculators, Expo markers 
especially black, red ink pens, plastic folders with pock-
ets in all colors, tabbed binder dividers, small packs of 
construction paper, eight and ten-pack washable mark-
ers, highlighters especially yellow, pink rectangle and 
individual pencil top erasers, clear tape rolls in plastic 
dispensers, scissors, USB thumb drives, headphones or 
earbuds, lined white index cards, kindergarten and first 
grade ruled handwriting tablets, Crayola six or eight 
set watercolor paints, colored pencils, wide and college 
ruled loose leaf paper, staplers and 1/2,” 1” and 2” binders.

Contact the Angels’ Place office at 455-2620 
before bringing items. Angels’ Place also participates 
in Amazon’s donation program, AmazonSmile, where 
donations can be made online at Smile.Amazon.com. 
Email the office with any questions to Kathryn@an-
gelsplacenola.org.  

School supply donations needed for non-profit 
Angels’ Place

Music

Gift Cards

Gift Baskets of all Sorts

Pet Services & Supplies

Décor & Housewares

Sport Memorabilia
And Much More!

Bid Today.
Auctions in AugustAuctions in August
A silent auction with 100% of the funds benefiting non-profits. 

To bid on items or for more information, go to
 AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM.

   

 BID ON:

Auctions in August is held August 3-31.  
All proceeds benefit designated non-profits.

504.561.6124 | GULFBANK.COM

GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgadsBID_8597.indd   2GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgadsBID_8597.indd   2 7/16/20   3:09 PM7/16/20   3:09 PM

edwardjones.com

 

Christina S Wilson
 

Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave
Suite 109
Kenner
467-3995 

 
 

Member SIPC

Katina Summers
Financial Advisor

2400 Veterans Blvd
Suite 484
Kenner
375-2149

Don't let politics drive
your investments.

3409 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA

Family Owned, We Shop Family Owned, We Shop For You!For You!
Protection you need, service you deserve. Since Protection you need, service you deserve. Since 
1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 1984, family owned Guffey Insurance Services 
has provided local families and businesses trusted has provided local families and businesses trusted 
service and protectionservice and protection

CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A CALL 467-0800 OR TEXT 338-2504 FOR A FREEFREE QUOTE. QUOTE.

Auto
Boat

Cycle
Condo

Homeowners
Flood

Renters Business & more

www.GuffeyInsurance.net
sales@guffeyinsurance.net

Can you catch coronavirus from 
swimming?
By Katherine Baumgarten, M.D.

With summer in 
full swing and the re-

opening of many cities and states, some of us are flock-
ing to pools and the beach to cool down and have some 
fun. However, with COVID-19 still present, you may be 
wondering if you can catch it from swimming and if it is 
safe to go to these areas.

The CDC currently states that there is no evidence 
that the virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread to 
people through the water, but that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t potential risks.
COVID-19 and pools

Most pools require certain levels of chemicals, 
like chlorine or bromine, to keep them clean and virus-
es do not typically survive in them. The standard level of 
chlorine in a pool should kill off any virus in the water.

However, when swimming in a pool or sitting in 
a hot tub, keep in mind that you may encounter others. 
You should still try to maintain six feet of distance be-
tween you and anyone else that you do not live with and 
wear a cloth face mask covering your face when you are 
not in the pool. If the pool area has seating, make sure 
the chairs are spread out.

You should also be aware of current city and state 
rules and regulations on the use of public or community 
pools or hot tubs. If you are visiting another state and 
are staying at a house or condo with a public pool, be 
sure to ask management what the current rules are. If 
you can use the public pool, make sure they are follow-
ing proper guidance on cleaning and disinfecting com-
munity facilities from the CDC.
COVID-19 and lakes or oceans

If you are going to the beach or the lake and plan 
to swim in the water, you can rest easy that it is not be-
lieved that COVID-19 is spread in large bodies of water. 
Most viruses find it difficult to live in saltwater.

But like pools, beaches and lakes often attract a 
high number of people and you can’t account for every-
where others have been or their current state of health. 
Follow the same rules you would follow on land and 
maintain at least six feet of separation between you and 
anyone you do not live with. The virus is more likely to 
be spread by droplets from speaking, coughing or sneez-
ing, or possibly from direct contact on surfaces.
Precautions you should follow

COVID-19 primarily spreads from person-to-
person, so there are a few precautions you should follow 
when going to areas where you might interact with others.

Avoid high-touch surfaces
If you are going to a public pool or beach, try to 

avoid areas that people frequently use and touch, such 
as public restrooms, pool ladders, handrails or diving 
boards. If you need to use one of these areas, make sure 
they are cleaned and disinfected between each use.

Don’t share beach or pool toys
It is best to bring your own beach items and toys, 

so you don’t have to worry about sharing with others. If 
you are sharing items like beach balls and rafts or other 
inflatables, be sure they are wiped down between each 
use. Items like goggles, snorkels or nose clips should not 
be shared at all.

Don’t share food or drinks
The risk of transmitting or catching COVID-19 

from sharing food or from the food packaging itself is 
very low, but you should still take precautions. Try to 
avoid sharing food or drinks with anyone, especially if 
they are feeling sick.

When going to the public pool or beach, bring 
some hand sanitizer with you. These areas are not 
always the easiest place to wash hands, so it is help-
ful to have a bottle of hand sanitizer on you for germs. 
Additionally, always follow best safety practices when 
going to the beach or the pool. Be sure to pack extra 
sunscreen to avoid sunburns, never swim by yourself 
and be aware of any strong currents.

To schedule your next doctor’s appointment at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner or Ochsner Health 
Center-Driftwood, call 443-9500 or schedule online at 
www.ochsner.org.   

Dr. Baumgarten, who serves as Ochsner’s Medical 
Director of Infection Control and Prevention, earned her 
medical degree from LSU, completed her internship and 
residency at the University of California in Fresno. Dr. 
Baumgarten completed her infectious diseases fellowship 
at Ochsner, has been on staff at Ochsner since the summer 
of 2000 and is board certified in internal medicine and in-
fectious diseases. Dr. Baumgarten, a fellow of the American 
College of Physicians and a fellow of the Infectious Diseases 
Society of America, interests include preventing infections 
in hospitalized patients. Ochsner Medical Center is located 
at 1514 Jefferson Highway in New Orleans.

Community
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MCKENZIE’S – YOUR TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
432-3548

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
          Cell 456-1300          Cell 456-1300

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!
All trees should be trimmed for safety!
No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removalTree trimming & removal
Stump grinding Stump grinding 
Hedging Hedging 
Dirt spreadingDirt spreading

FencingFencing
ConstructionConstruction
All landscape needsAll landscape needs
30+ years experience30+ years experience

20 Pack20 Pack

18.
99

Long Neck BottlesLong Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors litebud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

TOP OFF TOP OFF YOUR TANKYOUR TANK

PROPANEPROPANE
SOLD BY SOLD BY THE GALLONTHE GALLON

We’re yourWe’re your BOILINGBOILING 
headquarters!headquarters!

Monday-Thursday 5 am-6 pm  •  Friday 5 am-7 pm
Sat. 7 am-7 pm  •  Sun. 8 am-5 pm

PAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALLPAINT BALL

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

SELLING & SELLING & 
FILLINGFILLING

CO2 TANKSCO2 TANKS

3636..9999

PAINT BALLSPAINT BALLS

CASECASE
2,0002,000

Everyone is ready to buy a home at different 
times in their lives and despite the health crisis, to-
day is no exception. Understanding how affordability 
works and the main market factors that impact it may 
help those who are ready to buy a home narrow down 
their optimal window of time to make a purchase.

There are three main factors that go into deter-
mining how affordable homes are for buyers – mort-
gage rates, mortgage payments as a percentage of 
income and home prices.

The National Association of Realtors (NAR) pro-
duces a Housing Affordability Index, which takes these 
three factors into account and determines an overall 
affordability score for housing. According to NAR, the 
index “…measures whether or not a typical family 
earns enough income to qualify for a mortgage loan 
on a typical home at the national and regional levels 
based on the most recent price and income data.”

Their methodology states “To interpret the indi-
ces, a value of 100 means that a family with the me-
dian income has exactly enough income to qualify for 
a mortgage on a median-priced home. An index above 
100 signifies that family earning the median income 
has more than enough income to qualify for a mort-
gage loan on a median-priced home, assuming a 20 
percent down payment.”

So, the higher the index, the more affordable it is 
to purchase a home. Homes are more affordable now 

 
 
than they have been at any point since the housing 
crash when distressed properties (foreclosures and 
short sales) dominated the market from 2009 until 
2014. Those properties were sold at large discounts 
not seen before in the housing market.

Why are homes so affordable today? Although 
there are three factors that drive the overall equation, 
the one that’s playing the largest part in today’s home-
buying affordability is historically low mortgage rates. 
Based on this primary factor, we can see that it is more 
affordable to buy a home today than at any time in the 
last seven years.

If you’re considering purchasing your first home 
or moving up to the one you’ve always hoped for, it’s 
important to understand how affordability plays into 
the overall cost of your home. With that in mind, buy-
ing while mortgage rates are as low as they are now 
may save you quite a bit of money over the life of your 
home loan.

The bottom line is if you feel ready to buy, pur-
chasing a home this season may save you significantly 
over time based on historic affordability trends. Con-
nect today with a Realtor to determine if now is the 
right time for you to make your move.  

Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, is 
a realtor at HomeSmart Realty South specializing 
in residential property sales and can be reached at 
453-0531 or kellyhand504@gmail.com. Hand’s office 
is located at 145 Harrison Avenue in New Orleans.

Taking advantage of 
homebuying affordability in 
today’s market 
By Kelly S. Hand



AUGUST 2020  H  KENNER STR10

Finance

R E A L T Y  S O U T H

Kelly Hand
REALTOR ®

DRE# 0995690399

m 504.453.0531

 o 504.908.7653

 e kellyhand504@gmail.com

HomeSmart Realty South

145 W. Harrison Avenue, Suite B

New  Orleans, Louisiana 70124
Each brokerage independently owned and operated.

   I MAKE

REAL ESTATE

    FOR YOU!
Easy

Bar Bar && � i�  � i� 

Daiquiri Run on 61Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472266-2472•• 4337 Airline Drive  4337 Airline Drive •• Metairie Metairie

burgers, wingsburgers, wings

poboys & morepoboys & more

-- Food Delivery --
Uber Eats •  DoorDash •  Waitr

Best Burgers in Town!Best Burgers in Town!

Sunday Gallon  Sunday Gallon  

SpecialsSpecials  $$1919

MONDAY, TUESDAY & MONDAY, TUESDAY & 

WEDNESDAY - WEDNESDAY - $ $ 6 LARGE6 LARGE

DAIQUIRISDAIQUIRIS

Dine In & � ive � ru Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHECK OUT OUR DAILY 

SPECIALS AND FULL MENU 

ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

DAIQUIRI RUN ON 61

Call orders in & pick up at 

our drive up window

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

GEORGY’S SALON SPA – OPEN-PRACTICING CDC GUIDELINES
Georgy’s Salon Spa has regularly used EPA-registered, hospital-level, liquid 
disinfectant products that are viricidal, bactericidal and fungicidal.
Since reopening we will continue disinfecting our stations, chairs & shampoo 
bowls between each guest service.
As always, our smocks and capes will be laundered before being used by each guest.
Georgy’s Salon Spa stylists have always thoroughly cleaned their hands before every service and will continue 
to do so. Additional hand sanitizing supplies will be used regularly by our staff and offered to our guests.
We have spaced our stations 6 feet apart and will always limit the number of clients serviced according to 
CDC guidelines.
We have spoken to the Lt. Governor’s office and are following the state board and Neill/Aveda guidelines to 
insure we do the very best to protect everyone who enters Georgy’s Salon Spa.
Georgy’s Salon Spa has always been thoroughly cleaned on Sundays. Since reopening we will close on 
Wednesdays for an additional daily thorough cleaning.
Our stylists, staff, and most of all our guests, are ALL EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO US!
Sincerely, Your Georgy’s Salon Spa Family

In light of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 

virtually all of us have considered health-related 
issues. But for people facing a serious, chronic ill-
ness, such as Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis, 
diabetes or cancer, health concerns are an everyday 
matter. If you’re fortunate, you may never be afflicted 
with such maladies, but the future is unpredictable. Of 
course, going through these health challenges bring 
physical and emotional concerns – but also financial 
ones. How can you prepare for them?

Essentially, you’ll need to consider four key ar-
eas: investments, insurance, legal arrangements and 
taxes. Let’s take a quick look at each of them.
Investments

You’ll likely need to draw on your investments 
for at least some of the expenses associated with your 
illness. So, within your portfolio, you may want to es-
tablish a special fund devoted entirely to these costs, 
whether they be health care, modifications to your 
home, transportation and so on. A financial profes-
sional can help you choose investments for this fund, 
as well as make recommendations for your overall in-
vestment strategy, including techniques for boosting 
your income, such as adding investments that can pro-
vide an income stream that kicks in when you think 
your costs will rise.
Insurance

Depending on your health status, you may be 
able to collect Medicare earlier than the traditional 
starting point at age 65. Even so, you’ll likely need 
to supplement it with additional coverage. But you 
may also want to look beyond health insurance. For 
example, you might be able to purchase a “chronic ill-
ness rider” that allows you to tap into life insurance 
benefits while you’re still alive. Or you might consider 
adding a “long-term care rider” to a life insurance 
policy; this rider offers financial benefits if you ever 
require daily care that you can’t provide for yourself. 
And some foundations, states and drug companies 

offer programs that can help pay for some costs that 
your insurance won’t cover.
Legal arrangements 

If you haven’t already done so, you may want to 
establish the legal documents most appropriate for 
your situation, such as a durable power of attorney for 
finances, which gives someone the authority to man-
age your financial affairs if you become temporarily in-
capacitated, possibly due to flare-ups of your chronic 
disease. Once you’ve recovered, you regain control 
of your financial decisions. You might also want to 
consider a health care proxy, which appoints an indi-
vidual to make medical decisions for you if you can’t. 
In creating or revising these documents, you’ll need to 
consult with your legal professional.
Taxes

You might qualify for Social Security disability 
payments, which, like other Social Security benefits, 
are taxable, so you’ll need to be aware of what you 
might owe. But you might also be eligible for some tax 
breaks related to your condition. If you still itemize 
tax deductions, you may be able to deduct some medi-
cal expenses, as well as certain home improvements, 
such as wheelchair ramps, bathtub grab bars, motor-
ized stairlifts and so on. Your tax advisor may have sug-
gestions appropriate for your situation.

Dealing with a chronic illness is never easy. But 
by considering how your illness will affect all aspects 
of your life, getting the help you need, and taking the 
right steps, you may be able to reduce the financial 
stress on you and your loved ones.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 
West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can 
be reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@ed-
wardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors are not estate planners and can-
not provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney 
or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

When facing illness, take control 
of finances 
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Government

On Saturday, August 15, 2020, all Kenner vot-
ers will go to the polls to vote for a proposition for 
the sale of East Jefferson General Hospital. Some 
Kenner precincts will vote for a garbage millage 
renewal proposition and two Kenner precincts will 
vote for a fire protection millage renewal proposi-
tion. Visit the Louisiana Secretary of State’s web-
site, www.sos.la.gov, to determine Kenner precinct.

See the ballot on page 15

In March 2020 the previously scheduled 
2020 Municipal General Election was originally 
rescheduled for July 2020. On April 14, in accor-
dance with Proclamation Number 46 JBE 2020 
issued by Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards, 
the new rescheduled election date is Saturday, 
August 15, with polls opening from 7:00 a.m. until 
8:00 p.m.

The deadlines for this election to register to 
vote in person, by mail or through the Secretary 
of State’s GeauxVote Online Registration System 
have passed.

The early voting period for the election is ex-
tended and began on July 25 and ends on Saturday, 
August 8, excluding Sunday, August 2, with hours 
from 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

The deadline to request an absentee by mail 
ballot for the election is August 11 by 4:30 p.m. Vot-
ers can request an absentee by mail ballot online 
through the Secretary of State’s Voter Portal or in 
writing through the Jefferson Parish Registrar of 
Voters Office (other than military and overseas 
voters). The deadline for the registrar of voter’s of-
fice to receive a voted mail ballot for the August 15 
election is August 14 by 4:30 p.m.

Go to the secretary of state’s website, www.
sos.la.gov, for more information.   

Municipal General Election to be held  
August 15, EJGH sale on ballot
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Law

200 W. Esplanade Ave.  |  Kenner, LA  70065

To schedule an appointment, 
visit ochsner.org/schedule or 

call 504-608-1069.

Bringing surgical care  
to our community

Before, during and after your surgery, you will 
be cared for by some of the most skilled and 
experienced medical professionals. Our surgeons, 
anesthesiologists, nurses, specialists, social workers 
and other healthcare professionals work with you and 
your family to ensure a safe, smooth and comfortable 
surgery and recovery. Ochsner offers surgical options 
for the following:

  •  Hemorrhoids

  •  Hernias

  •  Gallbladder disease

  •  Skin and soft tissue lesions

  •  Thyroid nodules

  •  And more

As the leader of robotic surgery in the Gulf South 
region, Ochsner is one of several training sites for 
robotic surgery in the world. This means you can 
have peace of mind knowing that our surgeons are 
uniquely qualified. Instead of making large incisions as 
in traditional surgery, the robot only requires a series 
of small incisions.

Our team is growing to better serve you

Jacob Dowden, MD Clint Schoolfield, MD Jarret Brashear, MD

Although I wrote about the inherent contradiction 
of filing for unemployment benefits and claiming lost wag-
es in a personal injury case earlier this year, with the cur-
rent increase in unemployment applications and benefit 
amounts, I feel the need to write about the subject again. 
Oftentimes, and especially now during the pandemic and 
the increased amount of unemployment benefits avail-
able to those that are out of work, clients ask whether they 
can file for unemployment benefits while their personal 
injury cases are pending and they are out of work. The 
quick simple answer is usually no, but it depends. It de-
pends on the facts of both the personal injury case and the 
reasons why the client is out of work and applying for un-
employment benefits. Remember, seeking lost wages in a 
personal injury claim and seeking unemployment benefits 
are two totally different things from two totally different 
sources with different rules and different requirements. 

If the client is seeking to recover lost wages as the 
result of an accident, the client must prove that he or 
she cannot work as a result of the accident. This usually 
requires medical documentation such as a doctor’s note 
with written restrictions placed upon the client by the 
doctor as a result of their injuries from the accident.

If a client files for unemployment benefits after an 
accident, he or she will need to report regularly to the Lou-
isiana Workforce Commission that he or she is capable of 
working but cannot find employment. The client will have 
to report weekly on his or her ability to work and will have 
to show that he or she is actively seeking employment in 
order to receive unemployment benefits.

Thus, if a client is seeking to recover lost wages for 
an accident and is also applying for unemployment ben-
efits on a weekly basis, the client is likely taking contradic-
tory positions. On one hand, he or she is asserting that they 
are unable to work because of their injuries. On the other 
hand, he or she is reporting to the Louisiana Workforce 
Commission that they are physically capable of working 
but just cannot find employment at the present time.

An ethical attorney will usually not counsel a client 
to make both claims unless there is some unique set of 
facts that may warrant it. Also, if the insurance company 

responsible for compensating the injured accident victim 
finds out that he or she is also receiving unemployment 
benefits, the insurance company will not want to pay for 
lost wages, at least not voluntarily. Furthermore, if a cli-
ent tries to cheat the system, the insurance company can 
and will request the client’s complete record of unemploy-
ment benefits and will attempt to use their application 
for unemployment benefits against them in the personal 
injury case. The insurance company will show the court 
any contradictory positions taken by the client to try to 
prove that the client is lying about the cause, extent and/
or severity of their injuries.

Although there are some instances where a claim 
for both lost wages and unemployment benefits may be 
warranted, it is important to discuss your situation with a 
lawyer beforehand, and if you have a personal injury claim 
pending, do not apply for unemployment benefits on your 
own without the knowledge and assistance of your lawyer. 
The current economic climate caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic may be one of those rare instances where a 
claim for both lost wages and unemployment benefits 
may be acceptable and warranted depending on the facts 
of the case, but it is imperative that you seek the guidance 
of your lawyer before making any such claims or applica-
tions. If you are out of work for reasons related to the pan-
demic or other reasons not related to your personal injury 
case, and you are not claiming lost wages in your personal 
injury case, then there should be no problem with filing 
for unemployment. But again, please seek the guidance 
of your lawyer before making any such claims or filling out 
any applications.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should not 
be construed to constitute legal advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attor-
ney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., located 
at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor ve-
hicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic 
violations are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck 
can be reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

If you have a pending personal injury 
case, be wary of the temptation of 
filing for unemployment benefits and 
claiming lost wages
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Airport

Kevin Dolliole, director of aviation for Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, was 
elected on July 24, 2020, to the board of directors 
for Airports Council International-North America 
(ACI-NA), the trade association representing air-
ports in the United States and Canada. Because 
he was elected to fill an unexpired term, he will be 
joining the Board immediately.

“We are pleased to welcome Kevin to the 
board of directors,” said ACI-NA President and 
CEO Kevin M. Burke. “With a track record of 
proven leadership and excellence, he is a strong 
addition to our industry leadership. As airports 
continue to work towards our new normal, we look 
forward to working with Kevin to advance airport 
priorities and navigate these times.”

“I am truly honored to be elected to ACI-NA’s 
Board of Directors,” said Kevin Dolliole. “I look 
forward to the opportunity to serve on the board of 
such an esteemed organization in the aviation in-

dustry – especial-
ly during a time 
when this indus-
try is facing such 
unprecedented 
challenges.”

As the direc-
tor of aviation for 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port (MSY), Dolliole manages operational, orga-
nizational and development initiatives including 
the new $1 billion airport terminal, which was 
unveiled last year. With more than 40 years of ex-
perience in the aviation industry, Dolliole has pre-
viously worked as Director of Airports at St. Louis 
Lambert International Airport and Aviation Direc-
tor at San Antonio International Airport. He was 
recently named Biz New Orleans magazine’s 2019 
CEO of the Year for his role as a transformative 
leader who is changing the business landscape of 
the Greater New Orleans region.   

Dolliole elected to Airports Council  
board of directors

Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport Aviation 

Director Kevin Dolliole
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Crab legs are back at Treasure 
Chest Casino 
By Rodney Miller 

Everyone is fa-
miliar with the old 

adage, “When life hands you lemons, make lemon-
ade.” Here at Treasure Chest we have a similar saying 

– When August hands you boiling hot temperatures, 
boil some crab legs. That’s right! Crab legs are back 
on the menu here at your Treasure Chest Casino. 
With that, along with some great chances to win, the 
only crabby feelings you’ll have this month will come 
from a stomach full of crab!

“Enough!” you say. “Tell me more about these 
crab legs!” Gladly. It’s all happening starting at 4:00 
p.m. on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at Café 
Pontchartrain! For just $24.99, enjoy one-and-a-half 
pounds of perfectly prepared crab legs! And of course, 
it isn’t a crab boil without the corn and potatoes. 
Some places try to slip one past you and include the 
corn and potatoes in the quoted weight. Nope! We’re 
talking one-and-a-half pounds of crab legs, plus corn 
and potatoes! We know you’ve been craving the crab. 
We have, too. We’re adhering to social distancing and 
Boyd Clean safety protocols so come and get it!

Once you’ve had your fill, it’ll be time to get in 
the game. As always, we’re bringing some of the best 
slots to our casino floor. This month you won’t want 
to miss three additions in particular. We’re proud to 
bring you one of the most exciting games from one 
of the most legendary slot franchises – Triple Blaz-

ing 7s Double Jackpot! You could win huge rewards 
by spinning for “Double Jackpot” symbols. We’re also 
proud to bring you both variations of the popular Fu 
Dai Lian Lian family – Fu Dai Lian Lian Dragon and 
Fu Dai Lian Lian Panda! In addition to sweet, sweet 
jackpots, Fu Dai Lian Lian lets you trigger bonuses 
and rewards by landing coins in corresponding digi-
tal money bags!

If slots aren’t your thing, or if you feel like 
switching things up, our table games are back up 
and running! Enjoy hot table game action daily from 
4:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. with all your favorites, includ-
ing craps, blackjack, mini baccarat and roulette! For 
your safety, all table games will follow social distanc-
ing and Boyd Clean safety protocols, so don’t miss 
out!

Beat the heat while you try to beat the house 
this August at Treasure Chest. We’ll keep the crab 
legs and the good times coming and we look forward 
to serving you! As always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or 
older to enter the casino and become a B Connected 
member. Membership is free and rules and restric-
tions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located 
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pon-
tchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestca-
sino.com or call 443-8000.

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLCJOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC

Gary HollanderJohn Hollander

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial and Residential ContractorCommercial and Residential Contractor

JOGA DEVELOPMENT, LLC
3405 Williams Blvd #3

292-8251
Locally owned • Family owned • State licensed & insured

YOUR HOME EXTERIOR SPECIALISTS
Roofi ng • Fencing • Exterior Painting

New Construction • Remodeling

Banking

Unfortunately, 
criminals never rest. 
While we have been 
quarantined the crimi-

nals have been working. There are two frauds that are 
very active right now, so we would like to let our read-
ers know the details.

The first is a Metairie businessman falsely 
presenting himself as an officer of the U.S. Treasury 
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, known by 
the acronym, FinCEN. He says that he is a local rep-
resentative from Washington researching financial 
crime. He then solicits personal account and contact 
information to use in identity theft.

This person uses people’s natural desire to help 
law enforcement to gain private information for his 
illegal purposes. FinCEN does not have local repre-
sentatives. They will also never ask for confidential 
information from individuals. They only work through 
financial institutions. This individual uses a variety of 
names and has official looking fake business cards 
with a 504-area code phone number. This is another 
tip off. The Federal government is not located in Me-
tairie. If you or anyone you know is contacted by this 
crook, please call the local police department. If you 
are uncertain, don’t hesitate to ask your local bank for 
help. We all have contacts in law enforcement that 
can verify a legitimate information request.

The second scam that we are seeing on an in-
creasing basis is the fake Publishers Clearing House 
package. In this scam the crooks send an official 
looking letter in a UPS envelope announcing that you 

 
 
have won $3 million dollars from Publishers Clearing 
House. In the letter there is a number to call to verify 
your winnings. When you call they are very excited for 
you and verify that indeed, you have won $3 million 
dollars. All you need to do, according to the crooks, is 
to mail them two checks – one for a $15,000 dollar pro-
cessing fee and another for $15,000 in taxes.

They then call back and request a prepaid card 
for incidentals. The prepaid card is also mailed to 
their post office box, in this case in South Carolina.

Fortunately, our customer came in and asked 
about the prepaid card, so we were able to stop pay-
ment on the checks and the only money that they lost 
was the prepaid card for $500.

This scam targets the elderly and is very active 
right now. The Publishers Clearing House does award 
prizes, but they never ever ask for money to pay taxes 
or expenses. They also will verify prize awards at their 
website or their email, PCH.com.

If you receive an award that asks for money, it is 
a scam. Don’t call them and by all means, don’t send 
money. As always, your local bank will help weed out 
the crooks.

We have all gone through enough stress because 
of the virus. Don’t let crooks raise your stress and 
drain your bank account with these scams.  

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Corona crime
By Guy Williams
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Automatic Transmission, Inc.    Dennis Automotive

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
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Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End
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Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

We are not trying to be the Quickest! 
We are not trying to be the Cheapest!

We are trying to be the BEST!!!!
SERVICES

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End
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GOT GOLD GOT GOLD 
or or SILVERSILVER??
WE PAY WE PAY 
CASH!!CASH!!

PAWN
SELL

• Jewelry
• Electronics
• Collectibles

• Instruments
• And More!

Loans from $100 - $10,000
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTSCONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”“The friendliest pawn shop in town!”

3405 Williams Blvd. - Suite 3 • 305-1616
www.fastcashpawnla.com

When I was grow-
ing up I remember my 

grandmother being able to predict a rain or cold front 
approaching. I was more amazed when a day started 
out clear and suddenly, I found myself drenched from 
the rain she predicted earlier that day.

There has been a feeling around for many years 
that our older generation suffering from arthritis could 
predict actual weather changes as they approach. Al-
though documented research varies in opinion, there 
seems to be some validity to this weather forecasting. 
Dr. Robert Newlin Jamison, Ph.D., chief psychologist 
at the Pain Management Center at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston, looked for an association 
between weather and chronic pain in four cities – San 
Diego, Nashville, Boston and Worcester, a Massachu-
setts city with much colder temperatures than Boston. 
Among all people interviewed about their chronic 
pain, he says, “Two-thirds said they were pretty sure 
that weather seems to affect their pain.”

With all my research trying to find a common the-
ory on how those who suffer with arthritis and chronic 
pain symptoms can predict rain or an approaching 
storm, I found one common denominator – barometric 
pressure. Barometric pressure is the weight of the at-
mosphere that surrounds us. If you imagine the tissues 
surrounding the joints to be a balloon, high barometric 
pressure that pushes against the body from the outside 
will keep tissues from expanding. But barometric pres-
sure often drops before bad weather sets in. This lower 
air pressure pushes less against the body, allowing tis-
sues to expand – and those expanded tissues can put 
pressure on the joint. “It’s very microscopic and we can 

hardly notice the change, except that we have these 
sensations,” said Jamison.

James Fant, M.D., associate professor of medi-
cine and director of rheumatology at the School of 
Medicine’s University Specialty Clinics states, “Sup-
pose you have an inflamed joint that is subject to swell-
ing. If the barometric pressure is decreased, then that 
would allow the inflamed tissue to swell more, simply 
because there is less atmospheric pressure holding 
the tissue back. If there are nerves in that tissue, then 
those nerves would be stimulated by that swelling and 
that would translate into pain.”

Relief may be possible. During weather changes, 
people with arthritis can take a few steps to help in pre-
venting the severity of these symptoms. Dressing in lay-
ers to stay warm, sleeping under an electric blanket and 
using a moist heating pad can help. If you have arthritis 
in your hands, try using spandex gloves to help reduce 
swelling and keep moving. By exercising your painful 
joints before going outside it may help loosen up your 
stiffness. The most important thing to remember is that 
the pain and swelling are temporary with these weather 
changes and your symptoms will subside.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of 
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations 
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated 
from LSU Medical School Department of Allied Health De-
partment of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at 
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted 
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.
orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author 
and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Why do I have more pain with 
weather changes? 
By Craig Goodwin

Living
A better option for senior 
housing during COVID-19
By Michelle Lovitt

Are you con-
cerned about placing 
your loved one in a 

nursing home or assisted living facility during CO-
VID-19?

In the past, the biggest concerns were the amount 
of staffing, quality of the food and the overall condition 
and cleanliness of the facility. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has certainly changed our priorities.
A Better Option

There’s a unique model that offers unique advan-
tages when dealing with risk from pandemics such as 
COVID-19 as well as the common flu.

Residential Assisted Living (RAL) offers all the 
specialized care for your loved ones in the comfort of 
a home. RALs have been around for years but have 
received a lot of attention due to their unique benefits 
when dealing with breakouts of illnesses. Here are 
some of the top reasons RALs are safer when dealing 
with COVID-19 or outbreaks of illnesses such as the flu.
Less traffic

Only 10 or fewer residents and sufficient caregiv-
ers in a RAL. Compare this to the larger facilities that 
can have 80 to 200 residents with 30 to 60 staff mem-
bers. That’s a lot more people entering the building and 
sharing the facility.
More individualized care

RALs have a caregiver for every four residents. Larg-

er facilities have their caregivers taking care of up to 14 
 
residents each. With less residents to manage, caregiv-
ers can build closer relationships with the residents and 
better monitor their physical and emotional conditions.
Less area to disinfect

RALs typically have 1/20th the amount of surface 
area to disinfect. There’s no large lobby, recreation 
rooms or multiple dining rooms.  It’s a residential home.
Single story

In a lock-down situation, many RALs have the 
ability to have first floor visitations from across a win-
dow. It’s not perfect, but the best option should we find 
ourselves in a lock-down.

In closing, the choice to commit to an assisted liv-
ing facility for a loved one’s care can be a very stressful 
decision. This decision is more difficult during a pan-
demic such as COVID-19.

RALs have less traffic (residents and staff) and 
less square footage to disinfect. Additionally, the lower 
caregiver to resident ratio provides for closer monitor-
ing of the residents for early detection of any changes 
in their conditions, eating, sleeping or behavior. RALs 
have been shown to also reduce the level of stress and 
depression.   

Michelle Lovitt is the owner of Audubon Care Homes, 
located at 4713 Dreyfous Avenue in Metairie. For more infor-
mation and to schedule a personal tour of Metairie’s newest 
home, call 290-1717 or email info@auduboncarehomes.com. 
Visit the Audubon Care Homes’ website at www.audubon-
carehomes.com.
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The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
Ground Chicken BurgersGround Chicken Burgers 
By foodieforone.com

INGREDIENTS

4 chicken thighs, trimmed of all 
visible fat

1 purple onion, oven roasted 
in olive oil until tender

1 head of garlic, oven roasted in 
olive oil until tender

1/2 cup plain breadcrumbs

1 tablespoon Cajun seasoning

1 teaspoon salt and pepper

DIRECTIONS

Slightly freeze boneless chicken thighs for about 30 minutes before to help remove fat easier 
and it will also make it easier to chop up in blender.

Grind everything together in a blender or food processor. Form six equal patties. Grill on medium 
high 3 to 5 minutes each side, toast buns and top burgers with your favorites, such as avocado, 
spinach or tomato, or your favorite sauce. Nothing wrong with leaving your burger plain.

These chicken burgers offer an abundance of protein and so much fl avor. Step out and enjoy a 
different kind of burger. You’ll be glad you did! Enjoy!

Back-to-school sleep program  
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

A new school 
year is upon us and 
this means your 
child’s relaxed days 
of summer are about 

to be replaced with packed schedules of class time, 
homework and after school activities. During the 
summertime more than likely your child has been 
staying up late and sleeping in through much of 
their summer-break, so getting them back into a 
healthy sleep routine may be challenging to say the 
least.

Many parents face difficulties in getting their 
children back into regular sleep routines. Research 
has proven that kids need a lot of sleep in order 
to function adequately during the day and sleep-
deprived children often overcompensate for lack 
of sleep by becoming fidgety or even disruptive 
in school. Furthermore, this lack of quality sleep 
in children can increase the likelihood of anxiety, 
hyperactivity, poor grades and school performance. 

Sleep requirement decreases as we age. For 
example, newborns or infants need 12 to17 hours of 
sleep, toddlers or preschoolers need 10 to 14 hours 
and school-aged children need nine to 11 hours of 
sleep.
Here are few questions to ask yourself to see if 
your child has a sleep disorder.
Does your child have trouble going to sleep every 
night?
Do you hear your child snoring loudly and regu-
larly?
Is your child excessively sleepy during the day?
Is your child experiencing learning, behavioral 
or social problems at school or at home?

Sleep disorders in children can lead not only 
to tired and cranky children, but to all kinds of be-
havioral problems at home, in school, and in their 
social lives as well. If you think your child may have 
a sleep disorder, the first step is to discuss with 
your child’s pediatrician or a sleep specialist about 
any sleep related issues that they’ve been having. 
From there you may find that the problems may go 
away on their own, surgery to remove tonsils and/
or adenoids may be necessary, or a sleep study may 
need to be performed. 
Six back-to-school sleep tips for parents, chil-
dren and teens
Start the transition early:

Start a couple of weeks before the actual start 
of the school year. Begin by getting your child back 
into the routine of going to bed earlier. This is ac-
complished by moving their bedtime back about 15 
minutes from their normal “summer schedule” and 
gradually moving the time back until they are going 
to bed at the appropriate “school schedule” time. 
This way they won’t have to play catch-up with 
their new earlier rising time and the beginning few 
weeks of school won’t be such a shock to them.
Adopt a relaxing bedtime routine

Whatever routine you choose, it is important 
that it’s not overly stimulating and that you stay 
consistent with it. Examples are taking a relaxing 
bath after dinner, reading a few chapters from a 
book or doing nightly prayers or singing a lullaby.
Keep a regular bedtime schedule

It’s very important to stay consistent with 
your children’s sleep routine once you begin the 
transition and this includes weekends, too. Allow-
ing them to sleep in or stay up late on the weekends 
can damage the routine you are trying to establish.

Turn off all electronics
At least one hour before bedtime, all electron-

ics, including TV, video games, cell phones, comput-
ers, etc., should be shut off or taken away. Not only 
is the content from these devices mentally stimu-
lating, but the artificial ultraviolet light emitting 
from them makes the brain think it needs to stay 
awake as it associates light with daytime.
Make an ideal sleep environment

Make sure your kids associate their bed with 
sleep only and not with other types of activities. If 
they enjoy relaxing in the room to play video games, 
then they should do that outside of the bed in a 
chair or a sofa. The bed should be identified strictly 
with sleeping. Make sure the room temperature is 
cool, between 68° to 72° with minimal light.
Have a regular exercise routine along with 
healthy eating

Avoid feeding your children fatty foods and 
processed carbohydrates as these foods will fill 
them up, but don’t contain the vitamins and nutri-
ents needed to produce energy. On the other hand, 
foods rich in antioxidants, amino acids, vitamins 
and proteins will boost their daily energy levels. 
It is important that your children get plenty of ex-
ercise during the day as this will help them wind 
down quicker later at night.
Keep good communication with your children

It’s important that you talk with your chil-
dren about the reasons why they have a specified 
bedtime and explain to them how it’s meant to 
help them feel good while they are at school. Kids 
will naturally push back and getting them on a 
sleep schedule may be much more difficult than 
it sounds. However, make sure to establish clear 
rules in regards to their bedtime routine such as 
setting the limit for the number of stories you read 
to them and what time lights are out.

Practice these tips yourself. These tips are 
not only beneficial to quality sleep in children, but 
in adults as well. By practicing these sleep habits 
yourself it will increase your own energy during 
the daytime as well as set a positive example for 
your children. Let your kids know that the “back to 
school sleep program” is for everybody and that the 
whole family participates in it.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana 
native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist and 
board-certified sleep medicine physician who re-
ceived his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, 
completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Or-
leans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas  
Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director 
at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 
4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the 
first of its kind accredited by the American Acad-
emy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children 
and adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. 
Cheema is board certified in family medicine and 
sleep medicine by the American Board of Family 
Medicine and currently practices pediatric/adult 
sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans area. To 
schedule an appointment, call the Sleep Center at 
405-5582 or visit the websites, www.myscono.com or 
www.sleep4mykids.com.

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT - SATURDAY, AUGUST 15

ALL KENNER PRECINCTS

Health

For many migraine sufferers, summer can be 
a very unpleasant and painful time of the year. What 
should be a time of outdoor fun can actually serve as 
a trigger for a migraine, as research suggests that heat 
also has an impact on migraine-prone individuals.

Migraines are severe throbbing headaches that 
affect over 36 million Americans. They are typically 
triggered by certain external stimuli – foods, aromas/
smells, bright lights or a change in the environment. As 
such, a spike in temperature is a common culprit for 
bringing on migraine headaches.

Studies have generally found higher rates of mi-
graine in warmer seasons, and in one study with over 
7,000 patients, researchers found that higher tempera-
tures and, to a lesser degree, lower barometric pres-

sure, led to an increase in risk of a headache requiring 
frequent emergency department evaluations.

The increased barometric pressure of summer 
thunderstorms, or sudden changes in humidity, can 
bring on a migraine. Temperature is another problem, 
as even a slight fluctuation in temperature may trigger 
a headache onset. And in steady summertime heat, it’s 
easy to get dehydrated, which can cause headaches 
even in people who do not experience migraines.

Atmospheric pressure can influence the onset of 
a migraine because of its impact on blood vessels in 
and around the brain, causing them to dilate or swell. 
When a brewing storm causes the barometric pressure 
to change, migraine patients often report experiencing 
a typical aura or warning sign.

The onset of a migraine is usually quick to follow 
that symptom. Some migraine sufferers are so sensi-
tive that they can perceive aura-like symptoms even 
before the storm is visible in the sky. Surely, a migraine 
then accompanies the storm.

Medical research does offer hope that migraine 
sufferers can prevent headaches by being proactive.
To enjoy summer activities while avoiding migraine 
headaches, here are some tips
Avoid caffeinated beverages as they tend to cause de-
hydration. Stick to plain water. Eating a salty snack 
with water helps in rapid rehydration.
Run errands and exercise in the cooler morning or 
evening hours.
Apply cold packs to the head and/or neck.

Stay hydrated with cool beverages. Remember, quick 
hydration is best achieved from water mixed with 
electrolytes (for example: Pedialyte).
Wear sunglasses while in the sun. Consider wearing 
polarized sunglasses to block harmful glare, especial-
ly when going to the beach or lake.
Keep a “headache diary” for several days to deter-
mine what usually causes your headaches

Do you suffer from chronic headaches and mi-
graines? Schedule an appointment with an OMC-Ken-
ner physician by visiting www.ochsner.org/kenner and 
select “Find a Doctor at This Location.”  

How to avoid summer migraines and headaches
Provided by Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner

SAMPLE BALLOT
OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT

AUGUST 15, 2020 — JEFFERSON PARISH
To Cast Your Vote,
See Instructions

in Lower Right CornerWds./Dists./Pcts.  001 thru 046, 058 thru 103, 105, 106, 125A thru 138, K005, K012

Machine Certified for Use in This State and

Official Ballot Prepared and Certified by

R. KYLE ARDOIN
Secretary of State
State of Louisiana

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING
Press the box to the right of the candidate of your choice or YES or NO
question; a green     will appear to the left of the box indicating your selection.

To change a selection, press the box  again. The green     will disappear and
you may make a new selection.

Make ALL selections, then press the button located in the
lower right corner. This electronically records all of your votes.

Part the curtains and exit the voting booth.
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WARNING
DO NOT PRESS THE ‘CAST VOTE’ BUTTON UNTIL

YOU HAVE MADE ALL DESIRED SELECTIONS.

CAST VOTE BUTTON

Consolidated Garbage District No. 1 Proposition

(Garbage Millage Renewal)

Shall Consolidated Garbage District No. 1 of the Parish of Jefferson, State
of Louisiana (the “District”) be authorized to renew the levy and collection
of a tax not to exceed four (4) mills on all property subject to taxation in
the District for a period of ten (10) years, beginning
with the year 2022, with the estimated amount reason-
ably expected to be collected from the levy of the tax
for one year being $11,643,049, for the purpose of ac-
quiring, constructing, providing, maintaining and/or
operating the District’s garbage collection and disposal
facilities and other necessary related functions?

East Bank Consolidated Special Service Fire Protection District
Proposition

(Fire Protection Millage Renewal)

Shall East Bank Consolidated Special Service Fire Protection District of
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana (the “District”) be authorized to renew the levy
and collection of a tax not to exceed twenty-five (25) mills on all property
subject to taxation in the District for a period of ten (10) years, beginning
with the year 2022, with the estimated amount reasonably expected to be
collected from the levy of the tax for one year being $45,198,433, for the pur-
poses of acquiring, constructing, improving, providing,
maintaining and/or operating the District’s fire pro-
tection facilities and equipment?

P R O P O S I T I O N ( S )

YES

NO

YES

NO

Hospital Service District No. 2 Proposition

(Sale of East Jefferson General Hospital)

Shall Jefferson Parish Hospital Service District No. 2, Parish of Jefferson,
State of Louisiana (the “District”), under the authority conferred by LA R.S.
33:4341, LA R.S. 46:1064.2 and other constitutional and statutory authority
supplemental thereto, be authorized to sell the hospital facility and all land,
equipment and appurtenances known as “East Jefferson General Hospital”
and certain other assets and businesses related thereto pursuant to the
terms of that certain Asset Purchase Agreement by and among the District,
Louisiana Children’s Medical Center and Jefferson Parish Holdings, Inc.
dated as of February 27, 2020, and on file with the District and the Clerk of
the Jefferson Parish Council, with the proceeds derived by the District from
such sale to be used, first, to pay the existing outstanding indebtedness and
obligations of the District and costs associated there-
with and with the sale and, second, if any proceeds re-
main, for any lawful corporate purpose intended to
benefit the health and wellness of the community, all
in accordance with applicable federal and state laws?

YES

NO

SAMPLE BALLOT
OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT

AUGUST 15, 2020 — JEFFERSON PARISH
To Cast Your Vote,
See Instructions

in Lower Right CornerWds./Dists./Pcts.  H001 thru H009, K001 thru K004, K006A thru K011, K013A thru K018, K021 thru K024, K026, K031 thru K035

Machine Certified for Use in This State and

Official Ballot Prepared and Certified by

R. KYLE ARDOIN
Secretary of State
State of Louisiana

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING
Press the box to the right of the candidate of your choice or YES or NO
question; a green     will appear to the left of the box indicating your selection.

To change a selection, press the box  again. The green     will disappear and
you may make a new selection.

Make ALL selections, then press the button located in the
lower right corner. This electronically records all of your votes.

Part the curtains and exit the voting booth.

CAST
VOTE

1
2
3
4
10 JEFFERSON

WARNING
DO NOT PRESS THE ‘CAST VOTE’ BUTTON UNTIL

YOU HAVE MADE ALL DESIRED SELECTIONS.

CAST VOTE BUTTON

Hospital Service District No. 2 Proposition

(Sale of East Jefferson General Hospital)

Shall Jefferson Parish Hospital Service District No. 2, Parish of Jefferson,
State of Louisiana (the “District”), under the authority conferred by LA R.S.
33:4341, LA R.S. 46:1064.2 and other constitutional and statutory authority
supplemental thereto, be authorized to sell the hospital facility and all land,
equipment and appurtenances known as “East Jefferson General Hospital”
and certain other assets and businesses related thereto pursuant to the
terms of that certain Asset Purchase Agreement by and among the District,
Louisiana Children’s Medical Center and Jefferson Parish Holdings, Inc.
dated as of February 27, 2020, and on file with the District and the Clerk of
the Jefferson Parish Council, with the proceeds derived by the District from
such sale to be used, first, to pay the existing outstanding indebtedness and
obligations of the District and costs associated there-
with and with the sale and, second, if any proceeds re-
main, for any lawful corporate purpose intended to
benefit the health and wellness of the community, all
in accordance with applicable federal and state laws?

PROPOSITION(S)

YES

NO

K019, K020, K025, K027-K030 PRECINCTS

SAMPLE BALLOT
OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT

AUGUST 15, 2020 — JEFFERSON PARISH
To Cast Your Vote,
See Instructions

in Lower Right CornerWds./Dists./Pcts.  051 thru 057, 104, 108 thru 124, K019, K020, K025, K027 thru K030

Machine Certified for Use in This State and

Official Ballot Prepared and Certified by

R. KYLE ARDOIN
Secretary of State
State of Louisiana

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING
Press the box to the right of the candidate of your choice or YES or NO
question; a green     will appear to the left of the box indicating your selection.

To change a selection, press the box  again. The green     will disappear and
you may make a new selection.

Make ALL selections, then press the button located in the
lower right corner. This electronically records all of your votes.

Part the curtains and exit the voting booth.

CAST
VOTE

1
2
3
4
2 JEFFERSON

WARNING
DO NOT PRESS THE ‘CAST VOTE’ BUTTON UNTIL

YOU HAVE MADE ALL DESIRED SELECTIONS.

CAST VOTE BUTTON

Consolidated Garbage District No. 1 Proposition

(Garbage Millage Renewal)

Shall Consolidated Garbage District No. 1 of the Parish of Jefferson, State
of Louisiana (the “District”) be authorized to renew the levy and collection
of a tax not to exceed four (4) mills on all property subject to taxation in
the District for a period of ten (10) years, beginning
with the year 2022, with the estimated amount reason-
ably expected to be collected from the levy of the tax
for one year being $11,643,049, for the purpose of ac-
quiring, constructing, providing, maintaining and/or
operating the District’s garbage collection and disposal
facilities and other necessary related functions?

Hospital Service District No. 2 Proposition

(Sale of East Jefferson General Hospital)

Shall Jefferson Parish Hospital Service District No. 2, Parish of Jefferson,
State of Louisiana (the “District”), under the authority conferred by LA R.S.
33:4341, LA R.S. 46:1064.2 and other constitutional and statutory authority
supplemental thereto, be authorized to sell the hospital facility and all land,
equipment and appurtenances known as “East Jefferson General Hospital”
and certain other assets and businesses related thereto pursuant to the
terms of that certain Asset Purchase Agreement by and among the District,
Louisiana Children’s Medical Center and Jefferson Parish Holdings, Inc.
dated as of February 27, 2020, and on file with the District and the Clerk of
the Jefferson Parish Council, with the proceeds derived by the District from
such sale to be used, first, to pay the existing out-
standing indebtedness and obligations of the District
and costs associated therewith and with the sale and,
second, if any proceeds remain, for any lawful corpo-
rate purpose intended to benefit the health and well-
ness of the community, all in accordance with
applicable federal and state laws?

PROPOSITION(S)

YES

NO

YES

NO

K005, K012 PRECINCTS

SAMPLE BALLOT
OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT

AUGUST 15, 2020 — JEFFERSON PARISH
To Cast Your Vote,
See Instructions

in Lower Right CornerWds./Dists./Pcts.  001 thru 046, 058 thru 103, 105, 106, 125A thru 138, K005, K012

Machine Certified for Use in This State and

Official Ballot Prepared and Certified by

R. KYLE ARDOIN
Secretary of State
State of Louisiana

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING
Press the box to the right of the candidate of your choice or YES or NO
question; a green     will appear to the left of the box indicating your selection.

To change a selection, press the box  again. The green     will disappear and
you may make a new selection.

Make ALL selections, then press the button located in the
lower right corner. This electronically records all of your votes.

Part the curtains and exit the voting booth.

CAST
VOTE

1
2
3
4
1 JEFFERSON

WARNING
DO NOT PRESS THE ‘CAST VOTE’ BUTTON UNTIL

YOU HAVE MADE ALL DESIRED SELECTIONS.

CAST VOTE BUTTON

Consolidated Garbage District No. 1 Proposition

(Garbage Millage Renewal)

Shall Consolidated Garbage District No. 1 of the Parish of Jefferson, State
of Louisiana (the “District”) be authorized to renew the levy and collection
of a tax not to exceed four (4) mills on all property subject to taxation in
the District for a period of ten (10) years, beginning
with the year 2022, with the estimated amount reason-
ably expected to be collected from the levy of the tax
for one year being $11,643,049, for the purpose of ac-
quiring, constructing, providing, maintaining and/or
operating the District’s garbage collection and disposal
facilities and other necessary related functions?

East Bank Consolidated Special Service Fire Protection District
Proposition

(Fire Protection Millage Renewal)

Shall East Bank Consolidated Special Service Fire Protection District of
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana (the “District”) be authorized to renew the levy
and collection of a tax not to exceed twenty-five (25) mills on all property
subject to taxation in the District for a period of ten (10) years, beginning
with the year 2022, with the estimated amount reasonably expected to be
collected from the levy of the tax for one year being $45,198,433, for the pur-
poses of acquiring, constructing, improving, providing,
maintaining and/or operating the District’s fire pro-
tection facilities and equipment?

P R O P O S I T I O N ( S )

YES

NO

YES

NO

Hospital Service District No. 2 Proposition

(Sale of East Jefferson General Hospital)

Shall Jefferson Parish Hospital Service District No. 2, Parish of Jefferson,
State of Louisiana (the “District”), under the authority conferred by LA R.S.
33:4341, LA R.S. 46:1064.2 and other constitutional and statutory authority
supplemental thereto, be authorized to sell the hospital facility and all land,
equipment and appurtenances known as “East Jefferson General Hospital”
and certain other assets and businesses related thereto pursuant to the
terms of that certain Asset Purchase Agreement by and among the District,
Louisiana Children’s Medical Center and Jefferson Parish Holdings, Inc.
dated as of February 27, 2020, and on file with the District and the Clerk of
the Jefferson Parish Council, with the proceeds derived by the District from
such sale to be used, first, to pay the existing outstanding indebtedness and
obligations of the District and costs associated there-
with and with the sale and, second, if any proceeds re-
main, for any lawful corporate purpose intended to
benefit the health and wellness of the community, all
in accordance with applicable federal and state laws?

YES

NO

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company’s “Auc-
tions in August” fundraiser is a silent auction host-
ed at each of their 19 branches and online during 
the month of August.

Sheila Englert, marketing director, says 
“Auctions in August is a win-win deal. Donors are 
recognized for the entire month of August and 
their designated nonprofits receive 100 percent of 
the funds raised.”

At the end of the auction, winning bidders 
write their checks directly to the non-profits 
designated by the donors. The items can be gift 
certificates for restaurants, hotel stays, spa ex-
cursions, gift baskets, paintings, jewelry, sports 
memorabilia and outings and much more. 

Since its inception in 2008, Gulf Coast Bank’s 
Auctions in August has raised almost $1.06 million 

for hundreds of non-profits. To view or bid on an 
item or to learn more about Auctions in August 
visit AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM.

With over $2.3 billion in assets, Louisiana-
based Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company serves 
its business and personal banking clients through 
its branches, loan production offices, trust and 
investment offices and business credit offices. It 
also offers business credit nationally through Gulf 
Coast Business Credit. Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
Company has 19 branch locations across South-
east Louisiana and more than 45 total locations 
in 12 other states. For more information about 
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company visit GULF-
BANK.COM or call 1-800-223-2060. Engage with 
Gulf Coast Bank on Facebook, and Twitter (@
gulfcoastbank).  

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company “Auctions 
in August” benefits non-profits

Community

To find precinct, visit Louisiana Secretary of State’s website, www.sos.la.us and select “Election & Voting” tab.
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It is the year 2020.
As Bob Dylan 

once sang, “Times They 
Are a Changin’.”

As we have learned in this challenging, some 
would say dreadful year, you can expect change daily. 
Whatever position you find yourself in presently, do 
not get comfortable. The bumpy ride is likely to get 
bumpier.

While we play the wait-and-see game regarding 
high school and college sports, professional sports are 
well underway.

That includes Major League Soccer, the National 
Hockey League, Major League Baseball and the NBA. 
Of course, PGA golf, NASCAR, Boxing and UFC fight-
ing have been going on for quite some time.

Now, we await the start of the NFL season.
Where the New Orleans Saints are concerned, 

training camp is underway. Of course, there were no 
offseason workouts.

Typically, you have Organized Training Activities 
(OTA’s), along with Mini-Camp.

Sean Payton opted out of both in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Of course, as it turned out, all 
other teams canceled all offseason activities as well 
due to the raging sea that is the coronavirus.

The changes in the NFL are rampant.
First, there is the sanitation aspect of all NFL 

facilities.
Then, there are equipment modifications to pro-

tect players. As we know, the very nature of football 
does not provide for social distancing. That can be ac-
complished in baseball, NASCAR and golf.

Then, the rosters were limited to 80 to start train-
ing camp, a reduction from 90.

Much to the chagrin of owners but to the delight 
of fans, preseason games are completely off. Could this 
be a trend?

Initially, the league agreed to reduce the pre-
season from four games to two games. Then, after 
intense negotiating with the NFL Players Association, 
the decision was made to erase the entire preseason. 
For many years, fans have lamented having to pay full 

price for preseason games as part of season ticket 
packages. Then, there are the games themselves, 
which are mostly boring, if not insufferable to the ar-
dent fan.

Naturally, the games mean a lot to players trying 
to make a roster and to coaches attempting to evalu-
ate players to come up with a final roster. Where the 
Saints are concerned, it is not as critical. That is be-
cause New Orleans is clearly a contender for Super 
Bowl honors, with one of the best rosters in the NFL.

There were not going to be many roster spots 
available to claim, anyway. A proven veteran team had 
locked down 90 percent or more of those spots. Key 
offseason acquisitions like Emmanuel Sanders and 
Malcolm Jenkins will certainly be new faces on the 
roster. Draft picks Cesar Ruiz, Zack Baun and Adam 
Trautman will make the final roster while Tommy Ste-
vens has a shot at doing so.

The players that will suffer are the undrafted 
free agents. Their chances of making it became lesser, 
virtual long shots, as a result of no offseason and no 
preseason games.

The Saints have always been a team that has 
flourished with players who were undrafted making 
the team and contributing. Names like Lance Moore, 
Pierre Thomas, Willie Snead, Tommylee Lewis and 
Deonte Harris come to mind immediately. None of 
those players were drafted. Moore and Thomas are in 
the Saints Hall of Fame. Harris made first team All-Pro 
and the Pro Bowl a year ago in his rookie season.

The Saints have been as good, if not better than 
all NFL teams in uncovering gems under rocks that 
were missed by everyone else. Still, you know there 
will likely be at least one of those to emerge in 2020, 
despite the disadvantages.

When it comes to fans, those who are fortunate, 
privileged to be allowed to attend games will have to 
do so wearing masks. That will be essential.

As to how that applies to buying concessions and 
consuming food and drink, stay tuned. The same is 
true about when having to rise to go to the restroom. 
Will there be a limit on the number of persons allowed 
in the restroom and at the concession stand at a time?

Some teams have already stated that there may 
not be fans at their games. Each team has its own pol-

icy, based on the science, the data of that community 
and safety issues.

Another concern voiced to me frequently is the 
fact that the Superdome is an indoor facility where the 
air and particles remain enclosed, airborn.

That is certainly not the case outdoors.
Fortunately, the Dome is cavernous, and the air 

conditioning vents are at the top of the building. Those 
of us working in the press box are patently aware of 
this up in the “arctic” region of the facility.

As for the 2020 season itself, the Saints are clear-
ly one of the three best teams in the NFC. Can they 
finally get over the hump? Can they erase the bitter 
taste of very sour, shocking, even controversial endings 
to the last three seasons when they clearly had a shot 
at winning it all?

The legacy of Drew Brees is secure. He is a first-
ballot Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee when he 
retires, which is now likely to be at the end of the com-
ing season. That said, the man gets overlooked, disre-
spected by many analysts who talk about the fact that 
he has never won the NFL Most Valuable Player award 
and was overshadowed in his own era by Tom Brady, 
Peyton Manning and even Aaron Rodgers.

Of course, Brady is the best ever and Manning is 
undoubtedly top five in NFL history.

Rodgers has a pair of MVP awards to his credit. 
Like Brees, he has won one Super Bowl. From a statis-
tical perspective, there is really no comparison. Brees 
wins that aspect hands down.

The Brees haters will point to Rodgers playing 
outdoors, sometimes during cold, snowy weather. They 
will point to Brees having a better supporting cast.

Interestingly, Marques Colston was the best play-
er Brees had with him up until the arrival of Michael 
Thomas. As good as Colston was and he was brilliant, 
he never made a Pro Bowl and was never considered 
an elite player by league standards.

As mentioned, Moore and Thomas were free 
agents. Jimmy Graham was elite when he was here. 
Mark Ingram was good and Alvin Kamara has been 
very good at times.

Yes, Brees has had good players around him but 
were they really that much better, if better at all, then 
the players Rodgers had around him?

Brees has nothing left to prove, but to go out 
as a two-time Super Bowl champion would erase the 
doubters and clearly place him among the top 10 quar-
terbacks of all-time, perhaps even top five.

As for Payton, he remains an elite offensive mind 
and coach, a Super Bowl champion. He has taken 
three teams to NFC championship games.

Like Brees, another Super Bowl title on his 
resume would definitely place him among the elite 
coaches of his time and would move him up on the list 
of all-time best coaches.

It will be interesting to see how respective teams 
handle the unusual circumstances of no offseason or 
preseason and how they handle no fans or limited 
fans in the stands. Some teams thrive on the deafen-
ing crowd noise and energy they get from the support. 
That is certainly the case in New Orleans.

The teams that emerge at the end in February 
will be those that, as always, get lucky with few injuries 
and have the talent to win it all. More than ever, those 
teams will be the ones who handled the unusual cir-
cumstances best, eliminating distractions and focus-
ing on execution being at a premium, displaying their 
pure love of the game.

Now, we simply await seeing the 2020 season 
play out in these changing times and hope to see the 
Saints play into Super Bowl LV in Tampa, avoiding get-
ting “Tangled Up in Blue,” seeking “Shelter from the 
Storm.” Can they win it all? The answer is “Blowin’ in 
the Wind.”   

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive 
officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports direc-
tor of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan hosts sports talk 
shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep 
Report” on Friday nights during the football season 
and “The Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels 
Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 
Trahan is the general manager of the Saints Hall of 
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and 
does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio sta-
tions in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the 
president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works with Life 
Resources Ministries and is president and emcee of 
the Greater New Orleans Quarterback Club.

Saints training camp underway as we approach unusual 2020 season
By Ken Trahan 

Sports

Airport
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 

Airport (MSY) announced on July 23, 2020, that Deputy 
Director of Aviation Henrietta Brown was selected to 
serve as Chairperson of American Association of Air-
port Executives’ (AAAE) Finance and Administration 
Committee for 2020-2021. AAAE represents 7,000 air-
port professionals across the world through advocacy 
and professional development opportunities, and as 
chair of the finance and administration committee, 

Brown will work to improve airport finance and admin-
istration management through interaction with other 
airport executives and partners in the aviation industry.

“Henrietta is an excellent leader and a valuable as-
set to our airport,” said Kevin Dolliole, director of avia-
tion for MSY. “We are proud that she will take on this 
key role with AAAE nationally. With airports across the 
country facing major financial challenges due to the 
impact of COVID-19, it is quite significant to be chosen 

to help the industry navigate this crisis.”
As MSY’s Deputy Director of Finance and Busi-

ness Management, Brown is responsible for finance, 
accounting, concessions and other administrative 
divisions of the airport. She participated on the bond 
transaction teams for the one of the new parking ga-
rages as well as two cost-savings bond refunding trans-
actions. Brown has more than twenty years of finance 
and administration experience, with 11 of those years 

at mid-size airports in progressively responsible man-
agement roles.

Brown said, “I look forward to this new oppor-
tunity to work with my peers to support the finance 
and administrative functions of airports in the United 
States. I am grateful to AAAE for providing a platform 
for airport professionals to engage with each other, 
especially as we all respond to the work through new 
issues associated with the global pandemic.”  

New Orleans Airport deputy director tapped to lead AAAE Finance and Administration Committee

Dr. Jones earned her medical degree from the Tu-
lane University School of Medicine where she also com-
pleted her internship and residency. She is board certi-
fied in both internal medicine and pediatrics. Dr. Jones 
has practiced at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood in 
Kenner since 2003. Dr. Smith, a board-certified family 
physician, is a graduate of Harvard Medical School and 
completed a family medicine program at LSU Health 

Sciences Center-New Orleans. She is a member of the 
Ochsner Health Board of Directors.

“Dr. Jones stops at nothing to ensure her patients 
receive the right care and the best care,” said Stephen 
Robinson, CEO, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and the 
River Region. “And without Dr. Smith’s determination 
and diligence, Ochsner’s diversity and inclusion program 
would not be where it is today. We are very fortunate to 
have both doctors on our staff. We have a great team in 
Kenner, but to have two of our own recognized among 
more than a thousand other doctors is very special.”

Dr. Jones is also an Ochsner Health Ambula-
tory Quality Top Performer, achieving seven out of 
seven quality metrics since December 2018. She was 
recognized by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana 
for being a 2019 top tier provider in caring for patients 
with hypertension, chronic kidney disease, diabetes and 
ischemic vascular disease.

Dr. Smith is a veteran educator and served with 
Teach for America after her undergraduate graduation 
from Yale University, before earning her medical degree 
from Harvard University. Dr. Smith is a mentor and an 

active leader in several community organizations, in-
cluding SGI-USA. Fluent in English, Spanish and Portu-
guese, Dr. Smith has a large bilingual patient population 
and often speaks on health promotion and disease pre-
vention for lay audiences.

Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood provides com-
prehensive primary care services of the highest quality 
throughout all stages of life, including pediatrics – with 
endocrinology and rheumatology now available. To 
schedule an appointment, call 443-9500 or schedule 
online at www.ochsner.org.  

Ochsner
 from page 1
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Schools

On July 20, 2020 Jefferson Parish Schools (JP 
Schools) unveiled its full “Start Strong Jefferson” 
reopening plan ensuring a safe and successful start 
to the school year. “Start Strong Jefferson” was de-
veloped after months of planning and collaboration 
and was shared today with families, employees, and 
the community. The full plan is available at jpschools.
org/StartStrong.

“Our top responsibility is the safety of our stu-
dents and employees and our top priority is student 
learning,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. James 
Gray. “Our plan will ensure students get the educa-
tion they deserve starting day one. Given the fluid 
nature of this public health crisis, we will adjust our 
plan as we get new information.”

The district’s “Start Strong Jefferson” priorities are:
Ensure a safe teaching and learning environment for 
students and employees.
Provide all students a high-quality education five 
days a week.
Prioritize safe, in-person learning environments with 
a focus on PK-5 students.
Be prepared to transition to 100% virtual instruction 
if needed.
Give families a choice about the best school instruc-
tional model for their children.
Provide families and employees with the necessary 
training and support.

Communicate proactively and clearly with students, 
families, employees and community.

The district will offer a combination of in-person 
and virtual teaching and learning, following guidelines 
from Louisiana’s reopening phases and the Jefferson 
Parish School Board’s approved 2020-2021 school cal-
endar. They are prioritizing safe, in-person learning, par-
ticularly for their prekindergarten through fifth grade 
students. However, families had the choice for their chil-
dren to receive virtual at-home teaching and learning 
using Virtual Jefferson. Registration ended July 22, 2020.

To keep students and employees safe, JP Schools 
is implementing additional safety protocols. All employ-
ees and students will have daily temperature checks, 
wear face coverings, maintain social distancing and 
wash or sanitize hands frequently. Schools will have 
increased cleaning and disinfecting.

“Start Strong Jefferson” was developed with guid-
ance from the Louisiana Department of Education 
(LDOE), the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH), 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
and Jefferson Parish Government. The plan used input 
from families, educators and community members via 
two surveys.

All information in “Start Strong Jefferson” is 
subject to change based upon Louisiana’s reopening 
phases. The full plan can be found at jpschools.org/
startstrong.  

Jefferson Parish Schools releases “Start 
Strong Jefferson” reopening plan

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
G.T. WOODS ELEMENTARY

At G.T. Woods Elementary, we believe it is 
vital to prepare our students to be successful 
learners as well as active contributors in the 
21st century. Our stakeholders are committed 
to work together to achieve our shared vision, 
mission, and goals. All of our students will excel 
as critical thinkers and problem solvers with the 
skills needed to compete in a global society.

Our mission is to provide opportunities for 
students to learn through quality, differentiated 
instruction. We share the responsibility to ensure 
that all students soar to their highest potential in a safe, welcoming learning environment. 

Students have opportunities to participate in 
extracurricular activities like football, soccer, 
and band with our Hub school. Parents and 
community members are also encouraged to 
participate in activities like family literacy night, 
fall fest, and our annual Mardi Gras ball. 

G.T. Woods Elementary is located at 1037 31st 
Street in Kenner. For more information, call 
(504) 466-6252 or visit jpschools.org/woods. 
Wesley Taylor, Jr. is the principal of G.T. Woods 
Elementary. The school is represented on the 
Jefferson Parish School Board by District 5 
member Simeon Dickerson. 

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

HAIR & SPA
Pamper yourself 

or gift a service to 
pamper a loved one!! 

BOOK TODAY!!

Baniiz Beauty Spa
Hair-Spa-Nails

Full Service Salon (Ladies Only)
Appointment Preferred & Walk ins are Welcome

T-F-10-7 / SAT-10-8 / SUN-11-6

                  Please follow us @

Call us today and get 
15% OFF for $100 or more

332-3190  |  905-0873
3804 Williams Blvd. • Suite J • Kenner

Latin American News
Tope De Santo Domingo (Saint Dominic) celebration    
By Rafael E. Saddy

In Kenner, for 
the 20th consecutive 
year, the Asociación 
Nicaragüense de Louisi-

ana (ANDELA) will present El Tope de Santo Domingo 
(Saint Dominic), which honors that Nicaraguan cel-
ebration.

It is with the deepest regret that we announce the 
intentions of the committee regarding the 20th annual 
Tope de Santo Domingo Festival scheduled for August 
8, 2020. We are compelled to make this decision as the 
safety of our community is our number one priority, the 
committee unanimously and reluctantly voted to cancel 
this year’s festival and in its place celebrate the occa-
sion with a Mass at St. Jerome Church.

This decision was not reached lightly, and numer-
ous scenarios were examined closely. We understand 
this is an important community event and its cancella-
tion has far-reaching effects.

The Mass commemorating the 20th annual Tope 
de Santo Domingo will be held on Sunday, August 9, 
2020, at noon at St. Jerome Catholic Church located at 
2402 33rd Street in Kenner. Because of COVID-19 social 
distancing guidelines for a house of worship, seating 
at St. Jerome is limited to 130 people on a first come, 
first served basis. All who attend are required to wear a 
mask or face covering and must always stay a minimum 
of six feet from those who are not in their household. 
Attendees are asked to please be on time.

To keep within social distancing guidelines, on 
the left side of the church seating is in every third 
pew. On the right side of the church, seating is in ev-
ery other pew. Since the pews are exactly three feet 
apart, on the right side of the church please do not 
directly sit two pews behind anyone who is not from 
your household, because you will be closer than six 
 

 
 
feet. Generally, households of four or more should sit on 
the left. Households of three or less may sit on either 
side.

The origins of the festival date back to the end 
of the 19th century in Managua, Nicaragua, with 
the discovery of a small Catholic statuette of Saint 
Dominic (Santo Domingo de Guzman) which began 
the evolution of a massive annual traditional festiv-
ity that is colorful and full of fervor and happiness. 
Santo Domingo de Guzmán became the patron saint 
of Managua and is considered by popular acclaim 
to be the saint of the people. Each year in Managua, 
Nicaragua, beginning on August 1 until August 10,  
everything stops for the biggest festivals of the year. 
On the first day of celebration, the tiny statue is taken 
from the hills to the church of Santo Domingo in a big 
elaborate procession where the statue remains until 
the last day of celebration when again a multitude of 
people carry him back to his church, Las Sierritas de 
Santo Domingo.

Saint Dominic is an amazing celebration that has 
grown over the years in the city of Kenner, the location 
of one of the largest Hispanic communities in the entire 
metropolitan area.

Hispanics have always had a strong influence in 
Louisiana starting when it was a Spanish colony in 1762 
until it was turned over to the French in 1802. Since 
1812, when Louisiana became a state, Hispanics have 
continued to influence the growth of Louisiana with the 
contribution to the economy and the sharing of its rich 
culture with the community.

Your consideration of a donation will assist with 
the purchase of Christmas toys for disadvantaged chil-
dren in Nicaragua. For more information call 466-1483.

  Community announcements
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center 

is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers various 
  

 
 
programs as well as access to information and referrals 
for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV programs 
air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 
p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to 
www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go 

to the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Money is only a tool. 

It will take you wherever you wish, but it will not replace 
you as the driver.” 

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, pub-
lic relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisi-
ana (LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Cor-
respondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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{  One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one evaluation including movement  
screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a 
comprehensive customized program designed to fit your goals.

{  Early morning  
& after work  
appointments  
available 

 See website for bio, classes  
& more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT  
Personal Trainer
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Kenner innovations
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Center, setting up a call center for any issues re-
lated to the storm and providing weather updates 
and other information. After the storm, city offi-
cials made sure city crews worked with IV Waste to 
handle trash and debris throughout the city.

At some point during the crisis, city officials 
relied on tele-conferencing technology to hold 
twice-monthly virtual council meetings. Tele-con-
ferencing was also used to hold meetings daily to 
include employees working from home, so that im-
portant city business would never be compromised 
because of the pandemic.

Assisting those in need in the city became 
a top priority for city officials said Mayor Zahn. 
Early in the pandemic, many delivery drivers for 
the Jefferson Council on Aging Meals on Wheels 
program were affected. City officials found volun-
teers to make sure the 150 Kenner residents who 
relied on daily meals would not be abandoned. 
Meals were also delivered to another 70 residents 
outside the city, but a part of the same delivery 
area that included the city. Mayor Zahn created a 
new Meals on Wheels PLUS program to offer ad-
ditional food for Meals on Wheels participants to 
eliminate the need for elderly residents to have to 
risk their health by going to the grocery store. That 
effort was made possible with donations from CRC 
Global Solutions and many other businesses and 
individuals. Members of the city administration 
and city council volunteered their time each week 
to prepare the food supplements for delivery.

During the pandemic, city officials were 
forced to react to legal orders from a former gar-
bage provider that resulted in 22,000 trash cans 
abandoned in the city. City officials organized an 
effort to collect those non-usable trash cans and 
kept residents notified of the progress through so-
cial media.

As the state began to move into reopening 
phases, Kenner reopened four departments in 
three city buildings with strict health guidelines in 
place both for city employees and visitors.

Since recreational sports and programs were 
not able to be offered, Mayor Zahn authorized Ken-
ner Parks and Recreation Director Chad Pitfield to 
make sure the city’s recreation department early 
on offered online recreation programs for all mem-
bers of the family, with Zumba, martial arts and 
music instruction available online for free.

Mayor Zahn recognized the emotional toll 
during the period when the stay-home order 
was in effect and organized several recreational 
events for citizens. In late March, a citywide non-
contact “Bear Hunt” was created, reaching more 
than 50,000 with the initial Facebook post about 
this fun event designed for the entire family. Ad-
ditionally, a neighborhood non-contact “Easter 
Egg Hunt” was also coordinated. In May, with the 
help of Pelican Events and the band, Supercharger, 
the city of Kenner was the first in the area to hold 
an outside live music “Concert in Your Car” in the 
Pontchartrain Center parking lot. In June, during 
the COVID-19 crisis Kenner also teamed up with 
a local promoter to participate in the Cruisin’ Da 
Lake event that raised money for the Safe Harbor 
Domestic Violence program.

Residents of Kenner can keep up to date on 
developments in city government by accessing 
www.kenneremergencyresponse.com or calling 
468-7240. Residents can also access all the city’s 
social media accounts:

Kenner Facebook Page: officialcityofkenner-
government

Kenner Instagram: @kenner_la
Kenner Twitter: CityofKenner
KTV Facebook Page: kennertv
KTV Twitter: Kenner_TV
Nextdoor: https://bit.ly/2D5OqR1 

Treaure Chest 
 from page 1

Since its first year of operation, in September, 
26 years ago, Treasure Chest Casino has paid the 
city of Kenner over $144.9 million through 2019.

The current lease formula, originally adopted 
by the city council, calls for the city of Kenner to an-
nually receive two percent of Treasure Chest’s net 
gaming proceeds, in addition to $2.50 per boarding 
passenger. Of that amount, the Kenner Police De-
partment gets a full one percent of the net gaming 
proceeds, 24 percent of the second one percent net 
gaming proceeds and 24 percent of the passenger 
fees accounting for approximately 10 percent of 
the KPD’s budget. The city re-
ceives the 76 percent bal-
ance of the second 
one percent of net 
gaming proceeds 
along with 76 per-
cent of the passen-
ger fees.

Of the money paid by 
Treasure Chest Casino to the city, by city ordi-
nance, 50 percent is dedicated to citywide capital 
projects, 25 percent is divided equally to each coun-
cil district for capital infrastructure maintenance 
and construction and the remaining 25 percent is 
used for reduction of the city’s debt. In 1994, when 
the Kenner City Council agreed upon this disburse-
ment formula it became the first major capital out-
lay funding in the city’s budget since 1982.

Millions and millions of dollars in street, 
drainage and sewer work, among other capital im-

provements, have been paid for by Treasure Chest 
Casino monies benefitting all five council districts, 
contributing to a major part of infrastructure im-
provement in the city over the last three years.

“First, on behalf of the City Council and Police 
Chief Mike Glaser, I’d like to congratulate the Trea-
sure Chest on 26 years in the city of Kenner,” Mayor 
Ben Zahn said. “They are a dedicated member of 
the community, taking the time and money to sup-
port many different causes throughout the year. We 
appreciate all they do, and we are confident Boyd 
Gaming and the Treasure Chest will get through 
this difficult period and be around for many, many 
more years.”

Rodney Miller, marketing director of the Trea-
sure Chest, is a native of the New 

Orleans area and has worked 
for Treasure Chest and 

parent company, Boyd 
Gaming, since 2002.

“During these 
current times, we have 

reflected more than ever 
on the relationships we have 

built over the years,” said Miller. While closed, we 
missed those fun experiences, friendly smiles and 
good stories that we have become very familiar with 
over the last 26 years. We are truly thankful for this 
community and what they have given us and we 
look forward to the many great moments ahead.”

Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown 
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino’s 
phone number is 443-8000 and the website is www.
treasurechestcasino.com.   
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

Come watch 
your sports at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!
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OPEN 11 am - 4 am

We are the 
place to watch 
all sports on 
our 19 TVs. 

Not a bad seat 
in the house.

Beer bucket specials 
and great food. WIFI. * * * ***

Come watch 
sports at 

Stepbrothers.
* * ****

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Come watch 
your sports at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

Come watch 
your sports at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

Wednesday
– Steak Night!

that despite the strains on the KPD, they have been able 
to provide non-contact police response to citizens who 
need them.

Hales said several KPD officers have had to quar-
antine themselves after coming in contact with persons 
confirmed to have the coronavirus. He said all the of-
ficers have returned to duty. “We’ve been extremely 
fortunate that all of our officers have recovered,” said 
Sergeant Hales. “Several police departments in the re-
gion have had officers fatally infected with the virus. At 
the same time, we know that it is too soon to celebrate. 
We agree with the public health experts who say we are 

just in the second inning of a nine-inning game so we will 
continue to be vigilant.”

The sergeant said that even with the decline in 
crime, the criminal acts that have continued to flourish 
are burglaries of parked trucks and cars and shoplifting. 

“I’ve been told it was the same 50 years ago in Kenner – 
folks who don’t lock their vehicles when they park get 
burglarized.”

Sergeant Hales said despite the strains caused by 
the coronavirus, the KPD has been able to maintain the 
intensive patrolling and fast response times for which it 
is known. “We expect the virus will be around for a long 
time,” said Sergeant Hales. “But we will keep on giving 
the high quality of service we are known for and take a 
lot of pride in for our performance.”   

Kenner Police Department
 from page 1

JP Schools
 from page 1

“We made two big decisions that will help our chil-
dren get the education they deserve,” said JP School 
Board President Tiffany Kuhn. “We are excited about Dr. 
Gray’s appointment and believe he can provide strong 
and stable leadership to our district. The new academic 
calendar will provide our educators with additional days 
before students report to implement additional safety 
guidelines and prepare for the start of the year.”

“I am grateful and honored that our board trusts 
me to serve our 51,000 students in this role,” said Dr. 
Gray. “We will be champions for our students, families, 
educators and communities. I know that together with 
our stakeholders, we can continue our momentum and 
provide the education our students deserve.”

Dr. Gray has served in public education for 25 years. 
Dr. Gray is a former administrator in Vermilion Parish 
and former principal in Iberia Parish. Dr. Gray joined 
JP Schools under Dr. Cade Brumley’s administration in 
March 2018 as the chief of schools. Dr. Gray earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Grambling, his master’s degree 
from Nicholls State University and a doctorate in educa-
tion from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

On June 3, the superintendent selection process 
began, and JP Chief Operations Officer Lale L. Geer was 
named interim superintendent. Applications were avail-
able from June 8 to June 24. An online superintendent 

stakeholder survey was conducted, and results from the 
survey were released on June 29. More information on 
the superintendent search can be found at jpschools.
org/superintendentsearch.

An online survey was conducted for stakehold-
ers to vote on amendments to the academic calendar. 
Based on 10,305 responses, 68% of stakeholders voted to 
push the first day of school for first through 12th grade 
students back from August 6 to August 12.

Some additional highlights of the calendar chang-
es include pushing the first day for PK-K students from 
August 13-14 to August 17-18, adding four additional 
teacher prep days to the beginning of the year, recover-
ing instructional minutes by altering professional devel-
opment days and making parent/teacher conferences 
virtual.

The updated academic calendar and the full re-
sults of the survey are available at jpschools.org/stake-
holdersurvey. JP Schools shared the full Start Strong 
Jefferson reopening plan with families, staff and com-
munity on July 20. More information can be found at 
jpschools.org/StartStrong.

Jefferson Parish Schools is the largest and most 
diverse public school system in Louisiana and the 98th 
largest in the nation. The system of 80 schools serves 
over 50,000 students on both banks of the Mississippi 
River. With approximately 7,000 employees, JP Schools 
is one of the largest employers in Jefferson Parish.   

Kenner beautification
 from page 1

Kenner worker sprucing up gardens at  
Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Planetarium  

and Megadome Cinema in Rivertown.

Beautification work is being performed by  
Kenner work crews on gardens from Vintage  
Drive to the lake along Williams Boulevard.

Kenner workers clean up Sheila the Bunny’s 
garden bed on West Esplanade Avenue.

Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC
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ENJOY HOT  
TABLE ACTION!

Daily 4:00pm - 2:00am
Enjoy Craps, Blackjack, Mini Bacc,

Roulette, 4 Card Poker, Mississippi Stud, and
3 Card Poker daily starting at 4:00pm.

DAILY CRAB SPECIAL!
Starting at 4:00pm on Wednesdays, Fridays, 

and Saturdays enjoy 1 1/2 pounds of perfectly 

cooked crab legs plus corn and potatoes for only 

$2499

HOT NEW
SLOTS

All Table Games will follow social distancing and safety protocols. Certain restrictions will apply. Game availability may vary.

Price includes a single 1 1/2 pound serving. Price does not include tax or drink. 


