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Kenner Fire Department achieves elite Class 1 status
For the first time in the history of the city, the
Kenner Fire Department (KFD) earned Class 1
status from the Property Insurance Association of
Louisiana (PIAL), the highest ranking possible in
the state. Kenner joins only seven other departments
throughout Louisiana to achieve this elite recognition, city officials announced in June 2019.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said he is pleased that
his administration has been able to provide the level
of support for the fire department necessary to earn
this prestigious achievement. “Kenner is only the

eighth city in the state to reach this elite status, putting us in the top one percent of all fire departments
in Louisiana. We are reportedly the 358th Class 1 in
the country with our nation operating more than
45,000 fire departments. This puts the Kenner Fire
Department in the top 0.4 percent of all fire departments in the United States.”
The move to a Class 1 will mean a homeowners
insurance premium reduction that now applies to
the business community and residents of the city of
Kenner. According to the Louisiana Department of

Mardi Gras Krewe of Isis returns to Kenner
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and city officials,
along with Jefferson Parish District 5 Councilwoman Jennifer Van Vrancken and Krewe of Isis Captain
Sherrell Gorman announced on June 12, 2019, that
the parade is returning to Kenner after a four-decade absence. The krewe’s parade originated in the
city and paraded in Kenner for its first seven years.
The last Mardi Gras parade in the city, the Krewe of
Silenus, rolled in 1992.
Isis has paraded in Metairie on the Saturday before Mardi Gras and will maintain parading
that day in Kenner on February 22, 2020. Isis is a

200-member, all-female krewe.
The Krewe of Isis
4.2 mile route will begin
at The Esplanade mall
and continue along West
Esplanade Avenue, turning
north onto Loyola Drive, proceeding east on Vintage Drive, north on Chateau
Boulevard, west on Joe Yenni Boulevard and ending at the Pontchartrain Center with a celebration yet to be planned.

Kenner Star celebrates its 27th anniversary
as city’s community newspaper
In July 2019, the Kenner Star will begin its 28th
year as the city of Kenner’s only hometown newspaper. Since inception, the Kenner Star has been a free
monthly newspaper, unique in its distribution of being delivered by direct mail to the mailbox of all registered voter households in Kenner, with a circulation
of almost 20,000 copies.
“Always a free monthly publication, the Kenner Star has been dedicated to informing Kenner
residents about local community, civic, charitable
and governmental events occurring in the city,” said
Candy Lovitt, Kenner Star managing editor and marketing director. “We report on the city’s progress and
our advertiser support makes it possible to bring the
Kenner Star to our readers. We thank them for helping us provide our newspaper for residents to enjoy. It
is gratifying to hear the positive comments from loyal

readers who have enjoyed receiving our newspaper.
We will continue to provide community news, government updates and information that is enlightening, educational and interesting every month.”
Local business owners and professionals contribute informational columns monthly to the Kenner Star providing readers with material relevant to
them. “Our goal has always been to help businesses
and business owners who have invested in Kenner
and we urge Kenner residents to shop and patronize
those local advertisers,” said Lovitt.
The Kenner Star, published by Kenner Star,
Inc., a privately-owned company, converted to a
monthly publication in 1993, and is also distributed to about 100 pickup locations throughout
the city. The Kenner Star’s website is www.kennerstar.com.

Final sculpture on Power Boulevard median
The final sculpture of 26 donated by Henry and
Pat Shane was installed in Kenner’s Power Boulevard Sculpture Garden on June 12, 2019. The title
of this sculpture is “This is a Piece of Something I
Had to Go Through” created by James Davis, a Mississippi native and artist. This is this artist’s second
sculpture in the sculpture garden. His first is titled
“Inner Urge.”
This Davis sculpture is made of cast iron and
steel, is eight feet high and is constructed in two piec-

es with a total weight
of 2,000 pounds. The
sculpture was constructed in 2016 and
has previously been
on display in six different major public
exhibits throughout
Florida, Mississippi
and Alabama.

Insurance in its bulletin 08-03, state law R.S.
22:1415.I.(1)(a) grants “that an insurer reduce an insured’s premium whenever a public classification is
changed by PIAL to reflect an improvement in the fire
protection grade two to a fire protection grade one, the
percentage of the amount of the premium reduction
shall be uniform for all property in the area, regardless
of whether the property is classified as commercial
or residential.” Insurance companies will determine
their rates individually so homeowner premium reductions will vary from one company to another.
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The mayor congratulated the hard work of the
leadership of the fire department and the emergency
management department. The mayor said the Class
1 rating would simply not have been possible without
the hard work put in each and every day by the men
and women of the fire department.
“They are the real heroes,” Mayor Zahn said.
The PIAL rating is issued after a thorough
review that focuses on five categories – communications, water supply and distribution, fire department
equipment, operations and community risk reduction.
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Airport launches informative YouTube channel
about new terminal to highlight construction
progress
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport’s new, quarterly 30-minute television show titled “Inside MSY” aired on WWL-TV
on June 4, 2019, and is now available for viewing
on YouTube. The new show is hosted by Kevin Dolliole, the airport’s director of aviation and broadcast journalist Warren Bell.
The first episode of “Inside MSY” takes viewViewers can watch the inaugural episode of
ers inside the new $1 billion terminal for a tour of “Inside MSY” on the airport’s YouTube channel by
the 972,000 square foot facility set to open in fall
visiting YouTube’s main website and searching
2019. The video shows the progress on construc- for “Inside MSY 101.” Subscribe to the airport’s
tion and highlights the passenger amenities availpage 19
able in the new facility.

Outpace your injuries with Ochsner orthopedics
By Allan Katz
With a team of nine highly trained orthopedic surgeons and experienced clinicians utilizing
innovative surgical and rehabilitation equipment,
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner (OMC-Kenner)
provides specialized orthopedic care with the latest
treatment options so you can get better faster.
OMC-Kenner orthopedic patients spend fewer
days in the hospital, benefit from low hospital readmission rates and fewer complications after surgery,
as compared to the national average.
The orthopedic team performs knee and hip
replacements, including hip replacements with anterior approach (from the front of the hip). Ochsner
surgeons are experienced in all major joint replacement techniques and same-day total joint replacement surgeries are performed at OMC-Kenner.
“Joint replacement surgery is one of the most
common orthopedic surgeries in the U.S. and improvements in technology and techniques have
made these procedures safer and more reliable than
ever,” said Howard Hirsch, MD, orthopedic surgeon,
OMC-Kenner. “Nonsurgical treatments may relieve
your pain and disability, but if those efforts fail, we
offer patients modern surgical options with short
hospital stays and quick recovery.”
OMC-Kenner provides the latest, most tech-

nologically advanced treatments for all hand, wrist,
elbow and shoulder ailments, specializing in hand
surgery and microsurgery. Some condition treated
include carpel tunnel syndrome, arthritis and trigger
finger. The hospital’s hand center includes specially
trained orthopedic and plastic surgeons, advanced
practice providers, orthopedic nurses, a certified
hand therapist and an occupational therapist.
OMC-Kenner physicians have deep expertise
in trauma, foot and ankle, wrist, elbow, shoulder ailments and hand care. In addition, the Ochsner Imaging Center is the only center in the region that offers
EOS X-ray technology, which gets the best X-rays with
much less radiation than other equipment.
For more information about orthopedic services at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, located at
180 West Esplanade Avenue, visit www.ochsner.org/
kenner or call 468-8600.

4th of July Fireworks
9 p.m. on Thursday, July 4th
Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner
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Fright Light
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Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND

LOUIS J. ROUSSEL, JR. LASER PLANETARIUM
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s

Louis J. Roussel, Jr. Laser Planetarium

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the
moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though
friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

NEW
SHOW!

Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Set out to uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of
approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.

JULY 12, 2019

7:00 PM
LASER TRIBUTE

8:00 PM

9:00 PM

DARK SIDE OF THE MOON

The Wall

PINK FLOYD’S

(Iconic!)

PINK FLOYD’S

(Groundbreaking!)

(Classic!)
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NEW
SHOW!

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop
this show rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with
American pride. Selections include Servicemen on Parade, God Bless America, the Star
Spangled Banner and many other familiar favorites!

Dream to Fly

7:00 PM
LASER GENESIS

8:00 PM
LASER RETRO

(Incredible Hits!)

(Totally 80’s Pop!)

9:00 PM
LASER JOURNEY

(Chart Toppers!)

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running Time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Open your
hearts to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

JULY 26, 2019

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten,
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Pre-empted for special programming on July 20

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes

Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree
House fans of all ages.

The Rivertown Farmers Market in Kenner, Louisiana is now
a member of the Crescent City Farmers Market family.

SATURDAYS in RIVERTOWN
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
LaSalle’s Landing
WIlliams Blvd. at the River
EBT, credit cards, and checks accepted at the
Welcome Tent. All vendors accept cash.
YOU CAN FIND:

FEATURING:

• Fresh, local and seasonal fruits
and vegetables from
farms within 200 miles

• Market Match - a dollar for dollar*
match of SNAP benefits spent at
the market. *Up to $20 per market

• Farm fresh eggs
• Homemade preserves, artisan
bread, pickles, local honey,
sausage, plant starts, prepared
food and more!

day

• Farmers Market Nutrition
Program (FMNP) - Many
certified vendors will accept
FMNP Senior and WIC
coupons.
• Live music, fun for kids and
physical fitness activities

Info can be found at crescentcityfarmersmarket.org
rivertownfarmersmarketkenner

@rivertownfarmersmarket

7:00 PM
LASER ROCK

(Head Banging Hits!)

8:00 PM
LASER METALLICA

(Heavy Hitting Metal!)

9:00 PM
LASER RUSH

(Legendary!)

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at
2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.
For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us to view complete show playlists.
No advanced ticket sales…Box Office opens at 6:30 PM for all late night shows!
TICKETS ARE $5 PER PERSON PER SHOW!
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THE NEW

MSY

LOUIS ARMSTRONG
NEW ORLEANS
I N T E R N AT I O N A L A I R P O R T
ARRIVING
FA L L 2 0 1 9

3
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Recipe Corner
STARS AND STRIPES
AND CHOCOLATE FOREVER
By foodieforone.com
Not much compares to a from scratch
chocolate cake with chocolate frosting!
Why not celebrate the Fourth of July with
this amazing rendition!
INGREDIENTS
1 1/2 cups AP flour; 3/4 cups unsweetened cocoa;
1 1/2 cups sugar; 1 1/4 teaspoons baking soda; 3/4 teaspoon baking powder;
3/4 teaspoon salt; 3/4 cup buttermilk; 1/2 cup water; 1/4 cup vegetable oil; 2 eggs; 1 teaspoon vanilla
Amazing Chocolate Frosting
2 sticks soft butter; 3/4 cup powdered sugar; 1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa; A pinch of salt; 1/2 cup light corn
syrup; 3/4 teaspoon vanilla; Optional, edible stars or red, white and blue sprinkles
DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Prepare two round cake pans coated with butter and finish with a dust of cocoa
powder. Set aside. Sift flour and cocoa into large bowl. Whisk in sugar, baking soda, baking powder and salt.
Whisk buttermilk, water, oil, eggs and vanilla together in second bowl. Whisk buttermilk mixture into flour
mixture until smooth batter forms. Divide batter evenly between prepared pans and smooth tops with rubber
spatula.
Bake until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean, 22 to 28 minutes, switching and rotating pans
halfway through baking. Let cakes cool in pans on wire rack for 15 minutes. Remove cakes from pans and let
cool completely on rack, at least two hours.
We like to generously drizzle caramel sauce between layers and frost outside of cake with the chocolate
frosting. A side of ice cream always pairs well with this cake.
Enjoy a safe and happy Fourth! God Bless America!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

WE OFFER
{ One-on-one personal
training in a PRIVATE facility.

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

{ Comprehensive one-on one
evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle
analysis. You will leave with
a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
{ Early morning & after work
appointments available

See website for bio, classes & more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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Kenner Fire Department is one of the very best in nation
By Allan Katz
In the course of
the many years as editor of the Kenner Star,
I’ve come to know a lot
about the Kenner firefighters. They are, almost without exception, outstanding individuals dedicated to
their craft of fighting fires, making rescues and responding to medical emergencies.
Now, under the leadership of Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn, the Kenner Fire Department has transitioned from being a very good fire department to one
of the best fire departments in the nation. An interesting thing about Mayor Zahn – he does think big.
There has recently been a major achievement. For the first time in Kenner history, after an
18-month push for improvements by the mayor and
city officials, the Kenner Fire Department earned
Class 1 status from the Property Insurance Association of Louisiana. With this rating, the KFD becomes
one of just eight fire departments in the state of Loui-

siana with this ranking. This means an insurance premium reduction for business owners and residents
of the city. As Mayor Zahn pridefully notes, Kenner
is one of the only 358 fire departments out of 45,000
in the nation to earn this rating. This puts Kenner in
the top 0.4 of all fire departments in the U.S., a pretty
heady standing.
“This is a huge accomplishment for the city and
a tremendous example of the teamwork with our
emergency management department, the leadership
in the fire department and – of course – the men and
women of the fire department who make this all possible,” Mayor Zahn says.
Fire Chief Terence Moris says he salutes Mayor
Zahn and all who had a role in making the Class 1 rating possible. According to Morris, one of the reasons
for the top ranking is the addition of 24 firefighters, a
huge boost to the department’s staffing. Morris says
that a struggling, under-trained, under-equipped fire
department is only able to staff its fire trucks with a

minimum number of fire fighters while a well-trained,
well-equipped fire department has the luxury of being able to put the more firefighters on each of its
trucks. Now, he says, with more than 100 fire fighters
on the roster, Kenner is able to roll to calls with more
personnel than ever. The arrival of these new graduates of the fire academy was expedited by a $2 million
FEMA grant which had to be applied for and received
by the city. “Give credit to the Zahn administration
for being aggressive and innovative,” says Morris.
At the same time there is so much good news
for the KFD, there has been an issue for some. The
KFD fire station near the Loyola interchange at I-10
has been demolished to make way for roadway improvements required to provide entry and exit from
the interstate to the new airport North Terminal. In
the interim, the neighborhood that was serviced by
the demolished station will be served by two existing
fire stations, one on Vintage Drive and the other on
Williams Boulevard. Not surprisingly, this has caused

some concern in that neighborhood. But Chief Morris is adamant that the two fire stations will provide
fast response times and excellent coverage when
emergencies erupt. “I’ve been in this business a long
time and I can tell you with absolute confidence
that during the interim period until a new Loyola
fire station is completed, the Loyola neighborhood
will receive outstanding, timely protection with fully
staffed fire trucks from the Vintage and Williams fire
stations,” says Morris.
The feeling at city hall is that Chief Morris is a
proven, expert fire fighter who can be trusted to be
right about the safety of the Loyola neighborhood. “I
understand the concern but I am confident that we
can handle any emergency that might occur in the
that neighborhood,” says Chief Morris. “I know the
Kenner Fire Department is one of the best in the
business. You can count on us.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political
JULY 2019

Vol 28 No. 7

Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

Publisher
Kenner Star, Inc.
Editor
Allan Katz
Managing Editor/Marketing Director
Candy Lovitt
Contributing Writers
Cade Brumley
Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Marie M. Clesi
Jeff Crouere
Michael Glaser
Alexandra Goodwin
Craig Goodwin
Kelly S. Hand
Howard Hirsch, M.D.
Kristi Katsanis McKinney
Rodney Miller
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Rafael E. Saddy
Ken Trahan
Guy Williams
Christina Sulli Wilson
Ben Zahn
Scott Zimmerman
Copy Editors
Melissa Drake
Monica Zeringue
Distribution Manager
Bryan Dormady
Graphic Design
Trevor Sprague
Printing
Baton Rouge Press © 2019 Kenner Star, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
KENNER STAR
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, LA 70064
Phone 468-9125
Email: news@kennerstar.com
The content of all theme-based columns,
written by respective professionals in this newspaper,
is in no way intended to render advice, suggest a
course of action, or take the place of an individual
consultation regarding that subject matter.

Hollywood threatens a Southern boycott
By Jeff Crouere
In a bold move,
Louisiana Governor
John Bel Edwards recently signed the prolife legislation known
as the “fetal heartbeat” bill. This will protect the
life of an unborn baby after a heartbeat is detected,
approximately six weeks after conception. It was an
especially courageous decision considering that Edwards is a Democrat and pro-life views are not very
welcome in his party.
Before Edwards signed the Louisiana bill into
law, a similar bill was enacted in other states, including Georgia. As a result of this move, much of
Hollywood erupted in anger and threatened a boycott of the state.
This boycott warning may also extend into
Louisiana. According to some pro-life leaders, the
people of Georgia and Louisiana should say “good
riddance” to Hollywood liberals who want to impose
a progressive ideology on the rest of America. In fact,
Dallas pastor Robert Jeffress said that Hollywood has
become “blinded by evil” in their embrace of radical
pro-abortion and progressive policies.
While Hollywood has been promoting a liberal
message in their productions for decades, the industry
is becoming more progressive every year, particularly
in the era of Donald Trump. The problem for Hollywood is that many of the consumers of their products
are conservatives who disdain such liberal policies.
Louisiana and Georgia are “red states” that attracted Hollywood productions due to generous tax
credits. Now, Disney, AMC Networks, WarnerMedia,
Netflix, Sony Pictures and NBCUniversal are threatening to leave Georgia if the “fetal heartbeat” bill
“goes into effect.” Disney Chief Executive Officer Robert A. Iger claimed that it would be “very difficult” to
continue working in the state of Georgia because too
many employees would boycott productions.
Although Disney’s CEO is worried about the
“fetal heartbeat” law, he is seemingly not concerned
about doing business in China, which is engaged in
regular censorship and repression of human rights.

Disney opened a Shanghai amusement park in 2016
over $9 billion for the state of Georgia. In Louisiana, a
and Iger gushed about possibility of opening another 2013 study estimated the industry’s economic impact
one in China soon, promising that “we’re going to look.” was at least $4 billion.
While Iger is troubled that Georgia has a new
Clearly, if Hollywood departs, it will be a major
law protecting human life, he is not expressing con- economic setback to both Georgia and Louisiana. Accern about China’s polices which include the denial
cording to Pastor Jeffress, such a development should
of basic freedoms of speech, assembly or the right
be celebrated. He believes that the people of Georgia,
to practice religion. China also does not allow free
for example, “should let them go and don’t let the
elections and regularly detains and harasses minority
door hit them on the backside.”
groups such as Tibetans.
Jeffress considers the mentality of industry leadOf course, Roe v. Wade has not been overturned
ers, such as Disney, to be especially evil. He believes
and abortion is still legal in all 50 states. In the mean- that Disney supports “the murder of their future auditime, Georgia’s new law will not take effect until next
ence. That is not only not good morals, it’s not good
year and it will certainly face legal challenges which
business either. They are absolutely insane. They are
will delay its implementation. In Louisiana, the new
blinded by evil in their support of abortion.”
law is on hold pending a court review of a similar law
As certain religious leaders and conservatives
which passed in Mississippi. Thus, this debate is most- support the pro-life legislation passed in Louisiana,
ly an academic exercise; however, it is worthwhile
Georgia and other states, some supporters of the film
to understand the massive gulf between Hollywood
industry are encouraging the boycott. In the view of
values and the values of the people of Georgia and
Michael Taylor of the University of Southern CaliforLouisiana.
nia’s Media Institute for Social Change, the proposed
Hollywood is aggressively pro-choice, while
Georgia boycott is “the right thing” for Hollywood,
most Louisiana and Georgia residents are pro-life. even though it might not be “a good financial decision”
In Georgia and Louisiana, President Trump has
for the industry.
millions of supporters. In the 2016 election, he won
He claims that if a state like Georgia tries to
the state of Georgia by over 200,000 votes, while “undo” Roe v. Wade, the film industry should do the
he amassed 58% of the vote in Louisiana, an even “right thing,” which means to “take a position and take
greater margin of victory.
your money elsewhere.”
In contrast, the vast majority of Hollywood hates
If Hollywood enacts a boycott, pro-life movieDonald Trump. Almost every day, a movie star such
goers and TV viewers may also “take a position” and
as Robert DeNiro, Alyssa Milano, Cher or George
spend their “money elsewhere.” This is the best
Clooney makes a menacing or insulting comment
way to send a message to an industry that is proabout the president. Such antipathy does not extend
moting not only abortion rights, but also the entire
to Democratic presidential candidates who receive
progressive agenda.
plenty of financial support from Hollywood. The top
stars regularly host lavish fundraisers for White House
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
contenders such as former Vice President Joe Biden, award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lowho recently raised over $700,000 at a Hollywood gala
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00
attended by an array of top producers and industry
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO
titans.
990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columFar from the Beverly Hills Democratic Party
fundraisers, 92,000 Georgia residents are earning pay- nist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and prochecks working on movies, TV shows and other enter- vides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere Youtainment industry projects. According to recent esti- Tube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more
information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
mates, Hollywood provides an economic investment of
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Next Mardi Gras season brings a parade to Kenner
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
Next Carnival
season will be unlike
any other in Kenner

in the past four decades as the Krewe of Isis
will parade in Kenner on Saturday, Feb. 22.
Having the Krewe of Isis come to Kenner will

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com

M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8

Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

2/27/16 9:30 AM

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

Political Forum Luncheon
Featuring announced candidates for

Jefferson Parish President & Council-at-Large positions

Tuesday, July 16 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Chateau Golf & Country Club - 3600 Chateau Blvd.
Contact Judy La Bella: 416-7637

Networking Night

Thursday, July 25 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Ron’s Jewelers - 4103 Williams Blvd.
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

be a huge boost for the city, and along with Police Chief Mike Glaser and members of the City
Council, we could not be any more excited.
Actually, this is a homecoming for the organization, which started in Kenner as the Krewe
of Athena in 1972. The all-female group changed
its named to the Krewe of Isis a year later and
remained in Kenner until moving to Jefferson
Parish in 1981.
As soon as Krewe of Isis officials contacted
us asking if a parade in Kenner was possible, we
remained in constant contact with Jefferson Parish District 5 Councilwoman Jennifer Van Vrancken as meetings were held with parade officials.
I want to thank Jennifer for her support
and help, and I want to also thank Recreation
Director Chad Pitfield and my administration for
their hard work in making this a reality.
And of course, we want to thank the more
than 200 members of the Krewe of Isis, including
Captain Sherrell Gorman and former captain and
Isis founder Joyce Blondeau.
At a news conference announcing the

arrival of the Krewe of Isis to Kenner, Gorman
said the move gives her organization a chance to
be an even bigger and better parade. We are looking forward to doing just that.
The parade will begin at The Esplanade
mall, head west to Loyola Drive and work its way
on a 4.2-mile course before disbanding at the
Pontchartrain Center.
New Orleans is known world-wide for Carnival,
and bringing a part of that free fun and entertainment to the city of Kenner is something we are happy to do for our residents. Being a part of Carnival
also can only make Kenner even more of an attractive destination for families and business.
We will continue to work out the details of
the 2020 Krewe of Isis parade, and I am confident
it will be an incredible event that will make us all
“Kenner Proud.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.
la.us.

Police
Focus on driving and preventing
distractions
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Distraction is
anything that diverts
the driver’s attention
from the primary tasks of navigating the vehicle
and responding to critical events. To put it another
way, a distraction is anything that takes your eyes
off the road (visual distraction), your mind off the
road (cognitive distraction) or your hands off the
wheel (manual distraction). So, when you think
about tasks that can be a driving distraction, you
can see that they often fit into more than one category as eating is visual and manual, whereas using
a navigation system is all three.
There are two basic components of the distraction safety problem – the attentional demands
of the distracting task and the frequency with
which drivers choose to multitask. Task demands
relate to the amount of resources (visual, cognitive,
manual) required to perform the task. The other issue is exposure, which is how often drivers engage
in the task. Putting those two concepts together,
even an easy task can be a bigger safety problem if
the person does the task 50 percent of their driving
time.
In 2017 alone, 3,166 people were killed in
motor vehicle crashes involving distracted drivers.
Please review the following common dangers of
driving listed below. Make sure you go over this information with your teenage drivers as these simple
tips keep your family safe on the road
When driving, cell phone usage increases your
chance of having a crash by 400 percent. Refrain
from talking or texting on your phone until you are
at a complete stop.
Adjusting your electronic devices or radio
makes you six times more likely to have an accident.
Wait until you are stopped to make adjustments or

have a passenger take care of this for you.
Always proceed when passing an accident or
vehicle stopped by the police. Your slowing down
to look can cause crashes from behind and causes
traffic delays.
When traveling with someone, take turns eating and driving. When alone, simply pull over and
eat before getting on the road.
Plan activities such as coloring or drawing
to keep your children from distracting you during
travel.
Protect yourself from bad drivers by staying
as far away from them as possible. Don’t let their
behavior make you angry or anxious.
Never let your passengers interfere with your
safe driving. When conversation or behavior becomes loud or obnoxious, you become distracted
and put everyone in the vehicle at risk.
If you are a passenger and notice the driver
becoming distracted, do not be afraid to let them
know.
As parents, you should refrain from allowing
new teenage drivers to carry numerous passengers
until they are more experienced.
Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser can be
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple and Android
devices and access the Kenner Police Department
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated
crime, traffic and other law enforcement-related
information.

Government
City Council Division A highlights
By Kristi Katsanis McKinney – Kenner Councilwomanat-Large
Friends
and
neighbors of the city
of Kenner, I am honored and blessed to be representing you as your Councilwoman at-Large, Division A. As an at-large council
member, I represent all of the citizens of Kenner from
Lake Pontchartrain to the Mississippi River.
There are many exciting things going on in the
city of Kenner currently, and the council is working
closely with Mayor Zahn and the administration to
make every resident proud to live in Kenner.
In March, the city council voted to permanently
move our meeting times to the first Thursday of the
month at 5:30 p.m. and at 11:00 a.m. on the Friday after the third Thursday of the month. I think that this
is a great thing and opens the council meetings to a
more diverse audience. Please mark your calendars
and plan to attend one of the upcoming meetings.
At the first council meeting in June, I was selected as the next council president by my colleagues.
I will begin serving as council president in July and
serve until the end of December. I am excited to serve
in this council leadership position and hope to run the
meetings in an organized and efficient manner.
The Mayor’s Office has announced some new
and exciting things taking place with the Kenner Recreation Department. The administration has moved
several recreation programs into the former Old Navy
space in The Esplanade mall. The buildout of the
space has already begun and it will be completed soon.
The movement of the gymnastics, martial arts and
cheerleading programs to this new location will allow
for greater participation and bigger programming opportunities in each of those sports. It will also allow
for an increase in new programming opportunities because of the larger space. I think that one of the most
promising things about the move to the new space is
the opportunity to bring more people and foot traffic to
The Esplanade mall.
In June, the council voted on two important
pieces of legislation. We approved the administration’s 2019-2020 budget, which provided for equal
pay adjustments, including a two percent cost of liv-

ing adjustment and three percent merit raise for city
employees, including police and fire employees. The
second piece of legislation that we approved was the
mayor’s creation of the new Economic Development
Department. In the first year, the administration has
contracted with economic development specialist and
former Covington mayor Candace Watkins to serve as
a consultant to the department in its first year to create a strong foundation to build upon in the years to
come. She will lead the efforts begun by Coordinator
Kelly Hand to revitalize The Esplanade, the Pavilion
Shopping Center and proactively explore how best to
expand Laketown and Rivertown. I believe that residents will be excited in the years to come with these
initial efforts.
I am excited to announce that I will be starting a
new online segment called “Kristi’s Kenner Highlights.”
I will be rolling it out in July on my Facebook page,
“City of Kenner, At-Large, Division A.” Please “Like” the
page and stay informed of all of the happenings for citizens and families in Kenner.
I want to continue to thank the residents of the
city of Kenner that have given me the opportunity to
serve you and your families on the city council. I realize the great trust that was given to me in this capacity
and I proudly serve to the best of my ability. If there is
anything that I can do to assist or if you want to share
your thoughts with me, please contact me or my assistant, Nicole Normand, at my office at 468-7247 or on
my cell phone at 250-3117. I can also be reached via
email at divisiona@kenner.la.us. You can also follow
me on Facebook at @KennerAtLargeDivisionA.
I wish you all a very wonderful summer and invite you to check out the exciting weekend laser shows
at the Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema
through the month of July! I continue to work hard and
make everyone in Kenner, “Kenner Proud!”
Kenner Councilwoman-at-large Kristi Katsanis McKinney’s office is located at 1801 Williams
Boulevard in Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilwoman McKinney can be reached at 468-7247 or by
email at divisiona@kenner.la.us.

Kenner City Council elects new officers
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Outpace your injuries with
Ochsner orthopedics.

Whether you are an athlete,
constantly on the go or are in need
of ongoing management
for hip or knee problems, Ochsner
orthopedics offers the latest
treatment options so you can
get better faster.
To schedule an appointment,
visit ochsner.org/schedule
or call 504.443.9500
200 W. Esplanade Ave.
Kenner, LA 70065

Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large
Kristi Katsanis McKinney

Kenner District 4 Councilman
George Branigan

Kenner City Council members voted on June 6,
2019, to elect Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large Kristi
Katsanis McKinney as council president and Kenner
District 4 Councilman George Branigan as vice-president by adopted resolution per rules of the city charter. Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan is
the outgoing council president and the previous vice
president was Councilwoman McKinney.

The city council elects officers every six months.
The council president runs the council meetings and
the vice-president acts as council president in the
absence of the council president. The new positions
become effective July 1, 2019.
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Community

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

CAJUNLAND

6.99

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18

99

.

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

99
20.

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE

SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING
headquarters!

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm • Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company seeking
donations for “Auctions in August” fundraiser
event to benefit non-profits
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company’s “Auctions in August” fundraiser is a silent auction hosted at each of their 19 branches and online during
the month of August.
Sheila Englert, marketing director, says “Auctions in August
is a win-win deal. Donors
are recognized for the
entire month of August
and their designated
nonprofits receive 100
percent of the funds
raised.” Englert added,
“We encourage individuals, businesses and nonprofits to make donations
now. It’s simple; download
and complete a donation form
from AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM
for each item valued at $50 or more and
bring it to any Gulf Coast Bank Branch. At the end
of the auction, winning bidders write their checks
directly to the non-profits designated by the
donors. The items can be gift certificates for restaurants, hotel stays, spa excursions, gift baskets,
paintings, jewelry, sports memorabilia and outings
and much more. We need your help in gathering
unique, intriguing items that will attract bidders
and help us to assist many non-profits in meeting
their fundraising goals.”

Over the past 10 years, Gulf Coast Bank’s
Auctions in August has raised $946,600 for more
than 350 non-profits. To learn more about making
a donation to Auctions in August that can
benefit your favorite non-profit, visit
AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM
or contact marketing@gulfbank.com.
With over $1.7 billion in assets, Louisiana-based Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust Company serves its business
and personal banking clients through its
branches, loan production offices, trust and
investment offices and business credit offices. It also offers
business credit nationally through
Gulf Coast Business Credit. Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust Company has 19 branch locations across
Southeast Louisiana and more than 45 total
locations in 12 other states. For more information about Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company
visit GULFBANK.COM or call 1-800-223-2060.
Engage with Gulf Coast Bank on Facebook, and
Twitter (@gulfcoastbank).
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Health
Can a sleep apnea test be done at home?
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
If you snore, have
excessive daytime sleepiness, have frequent
awakenings to use the
bathroom at night, wake up with a dry mouth or have
headaches upon awakening, the chance of you having
obstructive sleep apnea syndrome is much higher than
a person without these symptoms.
Did you know there is a test to diagnose sleep apnea at home in the comfort of your own bed?
It’s called Home Sleep Apnea Test (HSAT). It allows you to sleep at home wearing equipment that collects information about how you breathe during your
sleep. There are a variety of home sleep apnea testing
devices that have different sensors. These devices are
equipped to measure the blood oxygen level and your
breathing mechanism along with measuring heart rate
and sleeping position. The device is calibrated and given
to the patient to wear at home and then data is collected
and reviewed. The physician will then determine the

treatment modality depending on the results from the
test. Although this type of testing is convenient, there
are some circumstances when an in-lab sleep evaluation
study is recommended for certain medical conditions including pulmonary diseases, congestive heart failure or
neuromuscular diseases.
An in-lab sleep study (polysomnography) provides
in-depth analysis of the patient’s sleeping patterns. It
evaluates different stages of sleep that a person goes
through and quantifies the amount of sleep in each one
of these sleep stages. It collects the data to correlate if
you stop breathing during the night or if your oxygen
level dips below a certain point. An EKG is monitored
for any abnormal heart rhythm. The body movements
are recorded to evaluate for any sleep-related movement
disorders. If you are diagnosed with obstructive sleep apnea, a board-certified sleep physician can discuss treatment options with you and develop a treatment plan.

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana native,
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his
undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his
residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellowship in
sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical
director at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located

at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the first
of its kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep
Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults with any
of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in
family medicine by the American Board of Family Medicine and currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine
in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

$570,000
86 Victoria Lane
Mandeville

By Howard Hirsch, M.D.
First performed
in the 1960s, joint
replacement surgery has become one of the most
common orthopedic surgeries in the U.S. Improvements in technology and techniques – including
anesthesia, pain control and rehab – have made
these procedures safer and more reliable than ever.
There has also been great advancement in postoperative rehabilitation protocols. So, what are the
different types of joint replacements and how are
these procedures benefitting from innovation?
First, let’s explain a joint replacement surgery.
Total joint replacement is a surgical procedure in which parts of an arthritic or damaged joint
are removed and replaced with a metal, plastic or
ceramic device called a prosthesis. The prosthesis
is designed to replicate the movement of a normal,
healthy joint. The three most common types of joint
replacement surgery are hip, knee and shoulder.
In special circumstances, other joints may also be
partially replaced.
When is joint replacement recommended?
If nonsurgical treatments like medication,
physical therapy and changes to your everyday activities do not relieve your pain and disability, your
doctor may recommend a joint replacement. Over
the past several years various new techniques have
been promoted, including minimally invasive surgery and navigation.
What complications can arise from joint replacement surgery?
One of the most serious complications facing

patients who undergo joint replacement surgery is
infection. It can prolong or limit full recovery and
can occur in the wound or deep around the prosthesis. Infections may require more surgery and
removal of the prosthesis.
Ways you can prevent infection from a joint replacement are:
Prior to surgery, ask to be screened to determine if you are a carrier of staphylococcus (a bacteria that commonly causes joint infections). If
you are a carrier, methods will be used to decrease
your risk.
Don’t smoke, or if you do, quit before surgery.
If you have diabetes, control your blood sugar.
Maintain a healthy weight.
Are you living with joint pain? You don’t have
to! Talk to an orthopedic surgeon about your options.
Dr. Howard Hirsch received his medical degree
from the Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University in Rhode Island and completed residencies at
the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and
the University of California, San Francisco. Dr. Hirsch,
a former faculty member at Brown University with
more than 25 years of orthopedic surgery experience,
specializes in hip and knee replacement and strives
to enable patients to maintain their quality of life. To
schedule an appointment with Dr. Hirsch at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner, located at 180 West Esplanade
Avenue or Ochsner Health Center-Kenner, located at 200
West Esplanade Avenue, call 443-9500.

NEW LISTING

1509 Giuffrias Avenue
Metairie • $1,900 lease

$230,000
47 OSBORNE Avenue
Kenner

Danielle Korndorffer

Modern techniques for joint
replacement surgery

REALTOR

Residential • Commercial
3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

532 SORAPARU Street
New Orleans • $299,900

LEASED

For Lease (Commercial)
in Kenner, $3500/month

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com
14 W 24th Street

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

836 24TH Street #A
Kenner • $1,600 lease

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

4th of July Fireworks 9 p.m. on Thursday, July 4th
Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner
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Banking

Social Security and how
it fits in Retirement.
Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
909 W Esplanade Ave Suite 109
Kenner, LA 70065
504-467-3995
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Financial decluttering
By Guy Williams
Decluttering is
a big topic these days.
There is even a new
word for it – “Kondoing,” named after
Marie Kondo, the current queen of decluttering, who
suggests we assess every item in our house asking ourselves three questions about each item. Is it useful? Is
it beautiful? Does it spark joy?
Decluttering your closets and attic will simplify
your life and, hopefully, benefit others through your donation of no longer needed items to Goodwill or a similar organization. While you’re at it, why not take it a
step further and declutter and organize your finances?
Over time, we tend to accumulate bank accounts,
credit cards, frequent flyer programs and loyalty programs that are no longer wanted or needed. They may
be unused or even forgotten.
Begin your financial decluttering by listing all
your checking accounts, savings accounts and credit
card accounts and the balances in each one.
Depository accounts. For most people, one
checking account, one savings account and certificates of deposit for longer term savings are sufficient.
If you have more accounts than this, consider consolidating them. The danger with multiple accounts
is that you may lose track of some of them. After five
years of inactivity, your financial institution is required
to send the money to the state. You can check with the
state of Louisiana at https://www.treasury.state.la.us/
unclaimed-property-division to see if they are holding any of your money. If you have lived in other states,
you can check at http://www.unclaimed.org and if by
chance the state is holding some of your money, the
online application for reclaiming it is self-explanatory.
If you need help, your local bank will be happy to assist
you in completing the reclamation forms.
Consolidating your accounts in one financial
institution also makes you a more valued customer
than one who scatters his money among many financial institutions.

Credit Cards. For most people, one primary
credit card and one back-up card in case of a problem
with the main card is optimal. Multiple credit cards
are difficult to keep track of and can encourage unplanned spending. So, if you have many credit cards,
consider closing all but two.
There are three main types of credit cards from
which to choose – low interest, reward points and cash
back. If you carry a balance and are paying interest,
search for the lowest rate. Know that some national
cards have rates as high as 79.9 percent. This is not
a typo. As long as the rates are disclosed, these high
rates are legal. Shop for a low rate card and then work
to pay off your credit card debt. Rewards cards give
either points or frequent flyer miles. If you travel a lot,
consider frequent flyer miles on the airline you use the
most. You may achieve status levels with benefits that
are useful and enjoyable for you. Be aware those airline miles can expire and over time the airlines have
tended to reduce the value of their frequent flyer miles.
It is generally best to use frequent flyer miles quickly
since their value tends to erode over time.
My recommendation is a cash back credit card.
With the cash you can buy an airline ticket from any
airline you wish or you can buy gift cards or other items
from anyone with no restrictions. Cash does not expire.
Make cleaning out your closets and decluttering
your finances a priority this summer.
If you have questions or need some help decluttering your finances, drop by your community bank
branch. They would be glad to help.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Education
JP Schools announce hiring of Lt. Malveaux
as district’s new director of school safety
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On June 6, 2019, Jefferson Parish Schools announced the hiring of David Malveaux as the district’s
new director of school safety. Malveaux is currently
a lieutenant for the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office.
Malveaux has served with JPSO for 31 years, 13 of
those years as a supervisor for school resource officers
(SRO) in JP Schools. He was also the SRO for John Ehret High for 10 years.
In this new role for the district, Malveaux will
work closely with school and district leaders to ensure
safe school environments for students and staff. He
will serve as a liaison between the district and parish
government, ensure the district and schools are in
compliance with rules and regulations, assist schools
that need additional assistance ensuring student safety and welfare and conduct annual safety training for
school-level emergency teams.
“The safety of our students is our top responsibility,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley.
“One of the priorities we outlined in our 2024 strategic
plan is to provide safe, healthy and modern schools. Lt.

Malveaux will help us get there. He’ll be a great asset
for our district, schools and families. This is another
example of us bringing the highest level of talent into
the Jefferson Parish School System.”
Malveaux has a long history in law enforcement,
supervising law enforcement officers and collaborating with Jefferson Parish Schools. He is certified by the
National Association of School Resource Officers.
“I’m excited about the opportunity to continue
our work with Lt. Malveaux,” said JP Schools Chief
District Affairs Officer Germaine Gilson. “We’ve been
partnering with him in his position with JPSO. We look
forward to him sharing his knowledge and expertise
with us to benefit all of JP Schools.”
Jefferson Parish Schools is the largest and
most diverse public school system in Louisiana
and the 98th largest in the nation. Our system of 85
schools serves around 50,000 students on both sides
of the Mississippi River. With approximately 7,000
employees, JP Schools is one of the largest employers in Jefferson Parish.
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New Louisiana child safety seat laws effective August 2019
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Car accidents
are the leading cause
of death among children under the age of
twelve. We as parents, family and friends need to do
everything we can to protect our children. The best
way to prevent injury and death of a child in a car
accident is by placing your child in the proper child
restraints. This can be challenging with all of the
different information and options that are now available to us. Beginning in August 2019, new Louisiana
child safety seat laws for children up to 13 years of
age will be enforced following the recent enactment
of Act No. 51, formerly Senate Bill 76.
Please note that while the following requirements are law, these are only the minimum safety requirements. It is also recommended that if your child
falls into more than one category, you place them in
the more protective restraint option.
The child restraint requirements under the
new Louisiana Law effective August 2019 are as follows: 1) Children under the age of two must be restrained in a rear-facing child safety seat until they
reach the manufacturer’s height or weight limit. 2) A
child who is at least two years old and has outgrown
the rear-facing child safety seat must be restrained
in a forward-facing child safety seat with an internal
harness until they reach the manufacturer’s height
or weight limits. 3) A child who is at least four years
old and has outgrown the forward-facing safety seat
must be restrained in a belt-positioning child booster
seat secured with a seat belt. 4) A child who is at least
nine years old or who has outgrown the booster seat
can use the adult seat belt if it fits correctly on their
body when fastened. Correct fit means that when a
child sits all the way back against the vehicle’s seat,

their knees bend over the edge of the seat, the seat
belt fits snugly across their upper thighs and lower
hips and not their abdomen, and the shoulder strap
crosses the center of the child’s chest and over the
collarbone and not the neck. 5) Any child under 13
years old should always ride in the back seat of the
car using the vehicles lap-shoulder belt, if rear seats
are available.
Failure to comply with these requirements can
increase your child’s risk of injury in a crash, and can
have harsh legal consequences as well. If you are
convicted of a child safety seat offense, you have the
possibility of being ticketed and fined, with your fine
amounts increasing for subsequent violations. Drivers that have been convicted of breaking a child safety seat law must provide the state with a notarized
“Child Restraint Affidavit” proving that they have
acquired the appropriate child safety seat. Offending
drivers have 30 days to submit the affidavit showing
they obtained the appropriate child restraint, or
their driver’s license may be suspended.
Per NHTSA guidelines, if you are involved in
an accident, you should replace any car seats that
were in the car at the time of the accident, whether
the seat appears to be damaged or not. Make sure
to include the value of the car seat in any accidentrelated property damage claims.
If you have questions regarding the correct
safety seat for your child or about proper installation,
please visit one of the Louisiana Child Passenger Fitting Stations or the NHSTA Child Car Seat Inspection
Stations. Here, in Kenner, you can visit the Louisiana
State Police, Troop B office at 2101 I-10 Service Road
on Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. for help
installing and/or inspection of your car seat. Please
remember it is also very important to always stay up

to date or sign up for notifications about any car seat
recalls.
This information has been provided for informaSLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
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ticing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center,
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at
704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisi-

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children
SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night.
Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life. We want to improve
your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep
medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.
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Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?
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CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF
• Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
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• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
• Restless leg syndrome
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ana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, prac-

Education
JP Schools launches Adopt-A-School
Program
By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
In Jefferson Parish Schools, we exist to provide
the education our students deserve to succeed in life
and make our world a better place. Educating kids
is important work. If you think what happens in JP
Schools doesn’t matter to you, think again. It impacts
everyone who lives or works in Jefferson Parish. As
more of our students graduate high school ready for
a career or college, our parish is more likely to have
a quality workforce, stronger economy, healthier citizens, higher property values and safer neighborhoods.
The value of a strong public school system is undeniable. We’ve set ambitious goals for our district, but
we can’t do this work alone. One of the six priorities
in 2024 is that we partner with families, community
members, school board members, agencies and other
stakeholders. It’s vital that we give the community opportunities to support students and schools.
I’m excited to announce the launch of the JP
Schools Adopt-A-School Program. It’s our mission to
partner every school in our district with an organization willing to invest time and resources into our kids.
If you or someone you know is interested in

supporting our students, staff and schools, take a
few minutes to complete our application at jpschools.
org/adoptaschool. This is not a “one size fits all” approach. There are many ways an organization can benefit a school. We’re strategically partnering applicants
where they can make the most impact.
As I’ve met with community leaders over the
past year, many groups have expressed a willingness
to help – they just weren’t sure how or where to start.
Our Adopt-A-School-Program creates a way to streamline a process that will lead to life changing opportunities for our kids.
Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System, the largest and
most diverse district in Louisiana, serving around
50,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the
public school system, educated in Louisiana public
schools and spending his entire career serving children and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
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Insurance
Kelly Hand

Six reasons your mortgage was
declined

R E A LTO R ®
DRE# 0995690399

m 504.453.0531

By Marie M. Clesi

o 504.908.7653
e kellyhand504@gmail.com
HomeSmart Realty South
145 W. Harrison Avenue, Suite B
New Orleans, Louisiana 70124
Each brokerage independently owned and operated.

I MAKE
R E A L E STAT E
R E A LT Y

Easy

F O R YO U !

S O U T H

Cuts • Color • Mani • Pedi

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Kenner School Spotlight:
G.T. WOODS ELEMENTARY
At G.T. Woods Elementary, we believe it is vital to prepare
our students to be successful learners as well as active
contributors in the 21st century. Our stakeholders are
committed to work together to achieve our shared vision,
mission, and goals. All of our students will excel as critical
thinkers and problem solvers with the skills needed to
compete in a global society.
Our mission is to provide opportunities for students to learn
through quality, differentiated instruction. We share the responsibility to ensure that all students
soar to their highest potential in a safe, welcoming environment. Opportunities like accelerated
instruction and K-Kids Club offer academic and leadership
enrichment for students, while programs like after school
tutoring ensure all students have the opportunity to be
successful. Students can also participate in extracurricular
activities like choir, dance, and band. Parents and
community members are also encouraged to participate in
activities like family literacy night, fall fest, and our annual
Mardi Gras ball.
G.T. Woods Elementary is located at 1037 31st Street in
Kenner. For more information, call (504) 466-6252 or
visit woods.jpschools.org. Lashana Pollard is the principal
of G.T. Woods Elementary. The school is represented on
the Jefferson Parish School Board by District 5 member
Simeon Dickerson.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger
Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

The path to getting a mortgage isn’t
always a straight line.
The path to a mortgage isn’t always a straight
line. According to Pew Research Center, 12 percent of home-purchase loan applications were
denied in 2015. A piece of your financial history
could block your mortgage. Here are six common
reasons people aren’t approved for a mortgage.
Your credit score is too low. Pulling your
own credit report, also known as a “soft inquiry,”
doesn’t affect your credit score. In fact, regularly
checking your credit report is a responsible financial practice. You are entitled by law to one free
report from each of the three reporting bureaus
every 12 months. Keep in mind that if a lender
pulls your score to approve a new credit account,
it is a “hard inquiry” and can lower your credit
score. You typically have to authorize this process.
The most effective way to positively influence
your credit score is to pay your debts on time.
You have too much debt. The sum of your
debt payments each month – including your current mortgage – should be less than 35 to 40 percent of your total monthly income. Your best plan
for lowering debt is to make a plan to pay it off.
Remember, closing a credit account lowers your
available credit – which can raise your debt-tocredit, also known as credit utilization ratio and
therefore lower your score, especially if you carry
balances on other cards.
Your loan amount and home appraisal
value don’t match. Options include a second
appraisal or a different lender. If you buy a home,
it should cost no more than 2 to 2.5 times your
household income, and ideally your mortgage
should be no more than 80 % of the home’s value
to avoid paying mortgage insurance. Consider
including in your purchase agreement a contingency clause that allows you to back out if your
loan falls through, the home doesn’t appraise at
its sale price or you lose your job.

You’ve applied for too many credit cards.
Applying for a mortgage within six months of applying for any other type of credit may influence
your credit score. Analyze your situation prior to
opening several accounts in succession. Opening
too many accounts quickly and multiple credit
inquiries can take points off your credit score,
more so for someone with few credit accounts or
a short credit history.
You have spotty employment history or
big income shifts. Consistency is key: Lenders
usually request at least two years of tax returns
so they can meet regulatory guidelines to verify
stable employment and income. Before you start
your home search, meet with a lender or mortgage broker to determine how much money you
are qualified to borrow. Having a pre-qualification
letter in-hand offers peace-of-mind to you, the
seller and your real estate agent.
You don’t have a down payment. Without
three to 20 percent of the purchase price saved,
expect approval snags. The amount you’ll need
for your down payment will vary depending on
the size of home, its location and the type of mortgage you seek. Some lenders may offer loan programs with low down payment options, but may
require mortgage insurance which will increase
your total monthly obligation. Discuss your options with your lender.
Your best bet? Thoroughly review your
finances, save as much as you can and get prequalified before you view the “For sale” listings.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto,
home, renters, life, business and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office
is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite
7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s
website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State
Farm nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

Education
Jefferson Parish School Board votes to
rename Kenner school after Tom Benson
On June 5, 2019, the Jefferson Parish School
Board voted to rename Theodore Roosevelt Middle School in Kenner after the late owner of the
New Orleans Saints and Pelicans, businessman
and philanthropist Tom Benson. Jefferson Parish
District 9 school board member Sandy DenapolisBosarge’s motion passed to rename the school
as the Tom Benson School. A middle school that
previously served students in grades sixth through
eighth, Roosevelt is one of nine JP Schools that
have been converted to a PK through eighth grade
school starting with the 2019-2020 school year.
This is the first public school named after
Benson. JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade
Brumley and JPSB President Larry Dale met with
Gayle Benson and representatives from her organization to get her blessing to name the school after her late husband. Roosevelt is welcoming new

leadership, faculty, and students as part of its PK-8
expansion for 2019-2020. Renaming the school after Mr. Benson will help provide new energy for
the new school. At the school board meeting, the
superintendent displayed a new school mascot
and logo in the colors of black and gold for the
Saints and blue for the Pelicans. The mascot is a
winged insect holding a second line umbrella to
honor Mr. Benson’s and his Saints victory dances.
The renaming did not come from any financial contributions on the part of the Bensons. Mrs.
Benson said she expects this to be a world-class
school. School officials are confident she will consider support for any specific need at the school
and that the school will have access to professionals throughout the Saints and Pelicans organization for key initiatives, from players for pep rallies
and award days to executives for career days.

Finance
Work toward your own financial
independence day
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FREE ESTIMATES
Cell 432-3548

By Christina Sulli Wilson
Once again, it’s
time for fireworks, picnics and parades as the nation celebrates Independence
Day. Collectively, we enjoy many liberties, but some freedoms can be elusive – and financial freedom is one of
them. What actions can you take to help yourself eventually declare your own financial independence?
For starters, you’ll want to determine what financial
independence means to you. Is it the liberty to meet all
your cash flow needs? The freedom to retire comfortably,
at the age you choose? The ability to set up the kind of
legacy you’d like to leave? If any or all of these things are
important to you, consider the following suggestions.
Liberate yourself from oppressive debts. The cost
of living is certainly not cheap, so it’s hardly surprising that
so many people incur significant debt. Yet, the higher your
debt load, the less you’ll have available to invest for the
future. Debt might be one of the biggest barriers you face
on the road to your financial independence. To avoid piling
on too much debt, live within your means. Take steps such
as saving for a vacation, rather than putting it all on your
credit card, and getting just one more year out of that old
car. Look for bargains everywhere – and find out what you
can live without. And if you have sizable debts, see if you
can consolidate them and lower your interest payments.
Free yourself from chaotic investing. The financial
markets can be unpredictable – but that doesn’t mean
your investment moves have to be chaotic. So, for example,
instead of responding to a sudden plunge in stock prices by
selling stocks that still may be fundamentally sound with
strong growth potential, you might be much better off by
holding your ground. And you’ll be in a better position to
do nothing during periods of market volatility when you’ve

already done something – namely, built an investment
portfolio that reflects your goals, time horizon and risk
tolerance. With this type of portfolio in place, you’ll be in
a good position to overlook the day-to-day fluctuations in
the market and keep your focus on your long-term goals.
Unleash the potential in your retirement plan.
Your 401(k) or similar employer-sponsored plan is a great
way to save for retirement. You can contribute pre-tax dollars, so the more you put in, the lower your taxable income,
and your earnings can grow tax deferred. (With a Roth
401(k), you put in after-tax dollars, but your withdrawals
are tax-free, provided you meet certain conditions.) But
despite these tax advantages, your 401(k)’s full potential
won’t be realized unless you fund it adequately. Try to contribute as much as you can afford each year and increase
your contributions as your salary goes up. Another way to
uncap your 401(k)’s potential is by choosing appropriate
investments. Your 401(k) likely contains a dozen or more
investment options, so you’ll want a mix that offers the
greatest possibilities for growth within the context of your
personal risk tolerance.
Gaining your financial independence requires time
and commitment. But once you’ve achieved this freedom,
you’ll know it was worth the effort. And who knows? You
might even want to wave a sparkler or two to celebrate.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with
Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at
467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or
qualified tax advisor for advice.

Real Estate

Four reasons to buy a home this
summer
By Kelly S. Hand
Here are four reasons to consider buying
today instead of waiting.
Prices will continue to
rise
CoreLogic’s latest U.S. Home Price Insights reports
that home prices have appreciated by 3.7 percent over the
last 12 months. The same report predicts that prices will continue to increase at a rate of 4.8 percent over the next year.
Home values will continue to appreciate. Waiting may
no longer makes sense.
Mortgage interest rates are projected to increase
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage Market Survey shows
that interest rates for a 30-year fixed rate mortgage have
started to level off around 4.3 percent. Most experts predict
that rates will rise over the next 12 months. The Mortgage
Bankers Association, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the National Association of Realtors are in unison, projecting rates
will increase by this time next year.
An increase in rates will impact your monthly mortgage payment. A year from now, your housing expense will
increase if a mortgage is necessary to buy your next home.
Either way, you are paying a mortgage
Some renters have not yet purchased a home because they are uncomfortable taking on the obligation of
a mortgage. Everyone should realize that unless you are

living with your parents rent-free, you are paying a mortgage – either yours or your landlord’s.
As an owner, your mortgage payment is a form of
“forced savings” which allows you to have equity in your
home that you can tap into later in life. As a renter, you
guarantee your landlord is the person with that equity.
Are you ready to put your housing cost to work for you?
It’s time to move on with your life
The ‘cost’ of a home is determined by two major
components – the price of the home and the current
mortgage rate. It appears that both are on the rise.
But what if they weren’t? Would you wait?
Examine the actual reason you are buying and decide if it is worth waiting. Whether you want to have a
great place for your children to grow up, greater safety for
your family or you just want to have control over renovations, now could be the time to buy.
The bottom line is that if the right thing for you and
your family is to purchase a home this year, buying sooner
rather than later could lead to substantial savings.
Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, is
a realtor at HomeSmart Realty South specializing in
residential property sales and can be reached at 4530531 or kellyhand504@gmail.com. Hand’s office is located at 145 Harrison Avenue in New Orleans.

Hurricane season
is here! All trees should
be trimmed for safety!

No job too big or too small!
Tree trimming & removal
Fencing
Stump grinding

Construction
Hedging
All landscape needs

Dirt spreading

MCKENZIE’S TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned
Fully Insured

456-1300

$5 SHOP

ADMISSION

28TH ANNUAL

Children
Under 12
FREE

Christmas in July

Arts, Crafts & Boutique Market

PONTCHARTRAIN CENTER

WILLIAMS BLVD • KENNER
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

JULY 13-14

75 BOOTHS
Homemade fudge, Christmas items, dolls, wearables,
pottery, jewelry, paintings, stained glass, baskets,
florals, crafts, candles, leather, wood
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Donate to Auctions in August
& Benefit Your Favorite Non-Profit!
AUCTIONS IN AUGUST is a win-win deal! Donors are recognized
during the month of August, and the non-profits receive 100% of the
funds raised. Individuals, businesses, and non-profits are encouraged to
make donations now and designate the non-profit to receive the full
benefit of the bid.
For information visit AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM or ask a banker.

DONATE:
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And Much More!

Auctions in August is held August 1-30.
All proceeds benefit designated non-profits.
504.561.6124 | GULFBANK.COM

PALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUND

GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgads_8503.indd 1

6/13/19 4:12 PM

Party with Us!

ve The Tsunami
The Private Wa

The Wave

The Wave has a shared
playground with one other
party or walk-in play guests.
During playtime, your guests
will enjoy reserved seating
in our café area.

The Private Wave allows you to
have a 2-hour private party. You
will have the full playground with
just your party guests. During
playtime your guests will enjoy
the whole café area for seating.

The Tsunami is a full 2-hour
private party in our
playground and café area.
Your guests will be able to
enjoy food and drinks in the
café area during the full party.

All Parties Include: 2 hours ★ Awesome Party Host ★ White Paper Products Juice and Soda ★ Pizza ★ Set Up
Clean Up ★ 1 walk-in play pass for the birthday child

Food: You may bring the following items for the party rooms: Sandwich trays, Chicken Tenders, Fruit and Vegetable Trays

and Chips with Dips. NO OUTSIDE DRINKS ALLOWED.
Decorations: Our three private party rooms are decorated with colorful tables and chairs. However if you would
like to bring decorations, we would love to decorate your room for you! The following items are allowed: balloons, table
cloths and table toppers. We also have 7 adorable themed party room rental options for a $75 add on price! (Frozen,
Minnie, Mickey, Super Hero, Star Wars, Rainbow and Sesame Street)

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER CAMP!
Call for more information.

504-828-8164

3011 N . I-10 Service Road East in Metairie • palmtreeplayground.com

CITY OF KENNER
Council Meeting Schedule
First Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Third Friday of each month at 11:00 a.m.

Health
The benefits of instrument
assisted soft tissue mobilization
tools in physical therapy
By Craig Goodwin
Physical therapists treat certain conditions
with massage techniques and myofascial release
of tissues. Instrument assisted soft tissue mobilization (IASTM) is one type of massage used by physical therapists. IASTM is a specialized form of massage that uses metal tools to improve soft tissue
mobility in the body. The tools are ergonomically
shaped which helps in the massage and mobilization of muscles, fascia,and tendons. Integrating
these special tools helps reduce pain and improve
range of motion more effectively.
The benefits of massage and myofascial release offer several benefits when used in physical
therapy. Benefits include improved soft tissue
mobility, elimination of restrictions in tight fascia,
improved flexibility, decreased pain, decreased
muscle spasm, increased circulation and blood
flow to tissues. During treatment, a physical therapist may incorporate a series of hands-on therapy
techniques that can include IASTM with the use
of tools.
During an IASTM treatment, various tools
like blades, scrapers and sharp, pointed metal are
used to scrape and rub over the skin that help PTs
locate and release tightness in the fascia. The goal
of using these tools remains consistent for any patient treatment – to help free soft tissue and myofascial restrictions to improve muscle movement.
The IASTM tools are so successful at treating myofascial injuries because by scraping these
tissues, it actually creates microtrauma in the affected tissues and initiates the body’s natural inflammatory responses. The microtrauma initiates
reabsorption of excessive scar tissue and facilitates a series of healing processes at the site, resulting in the remodeling of the affected soft tissue.
Adhesions within the soft tissue which may have

developed as a result of surgery, immobilization,
repeated strain or other mechanisms, are broken
down allowing functional restoration to occur.
Common injuries that include signs of limited mobility, pain with motion, loss of range of motion, decreased muscle recruitment and excessive
scar tissue formation benefit from such treatment.
Conditions that respond well to IASTM include
tendonitis and tendinopathy, ligament sprains,
plantar fasciitis, Iliotibial band syndrome (IT
Band), scar tissue from surgery or trauma, myofascial pain and musculoskeletal imbalance. Following treatment, your PT will have you perform
active motions and stretching to improve mobility
and that helps keep scar tissue from reforming.
If you’re experiencing pain with limited
range of motion, or any signs and conditions that
IASTM is used to treat, then consider seeing a
physical therapist. PTs have specialized training and knowledge to target injuries that include
more than hands-on manual massage therapy. A
PT visit can speed your recovery, reduce pain and
help you integrate active healing exercises that
will greatly improve your results.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and
at two other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be
contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com
or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Community
Major Hollywood Russell Crowe movie to be
filmed in Kenner this summer
A major Hollywood movie, “Unhinged,” starring Oscar winner Russell Crowe began production in Kenner on July 15, 2019, and will continue
through August 2019. The movie is produced by
Solstice Studios, based in Los Angeles, and has
opened production offices in The Esplanade mall.
“Unhinged” takes an ordinary, everyday incident to its most terrifying conclusion in telling the
story of a mother who leans on her horn at the
wrong time, to the wrong guy, played by Crowe.
The first Solstice Studios movie to go into
production, “Unhinged” is directed by Derrick
Borte (American Dreamer), written by Carl Ellsworth (Disturbia, Red Eye) and produced by Lisa
Ellzey (Warrior, Kingdom of Heaven). The studio
expects a wide theatrical U.S. release in the third
quarter of 2020.

Kenner resident and supervising location
manager, F. Stanley Pearse, Jr., along with Physical and Line Producer Rene Besson, will be spearheading the production.
F. Stanley Pearse, Jr., Nick Biron and Kendel Aslesen are concentrating production within
Jefferson Parish with a focus in the Kenner area
scouting local businesses and neighborhoods to
capture the perfect location.
“We are thrilled the city of Kenner is a filming destination for major and independent film
productions. We are pleased to welcome the cast
and crew and invite them to enjoy the many great
restaurants and attractions Kenner has to offer,”
said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn.
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Automotive
By Scott Zimmerman
Although you
might be on vacation this summer, car
care should not be.
The warmer months present challenges regarding
personal transportation and maintenance, but the
list below will help make the summer enjoyable.
Following are 10 tips for keeping your car and passengers in good shape this summer.
Air-conditioning system – In our area, a
properly working vehicle’s air conditioning system
is a summer necessity but you may not have noticed
it wasn’t working properly over the winter so get it
checked. If your vehicle’s system does not have
enough refrigerant, there is a leak which needs to
be fixed by a qualified mechanic before the air conditioning system gets recharged.
Coolant system – It is very important to
check the coolant fluid level in your vehicle and
to also inspect the hoses and the coolant reservoir.
Check for leaks, especially at joints and connection
points, such as where a hose connects to the engine
block. When the engine is cool, squeeze the hoses
every now and then to make sure they are firm and
not squishy or soft.
Engine belts – A serpentine belt can usually
be found running between the alternator, the fan
and several other components which can deteriorate, become loose, start to squeal or sometimes
just break for no apparent reason. The belt should
be in good condition with the right amount of tension. It is time to replace the belt if there are cracks
or small pieces missing.
Wipers – If your vehicle has worn wipers,
they can create nasty streaks across the windshield
which can affect visibility while driving. This is
not an expensive replacement but it is tedious to
do yourself. When you bring your car in for an oil
change, ask them to check the wipers.
Other essential fluids – Oil, brake, powersteering and windshield-washer fluids should be
checked regularly as these liquids are continuously

being used while you drive. When driving, notice
how your brakes on your car feel. Are they lacking in bite or feeling a bit spongy? New pads and a
system bleed might be required. Bring your vehicle
to a qualified mechanic for an inspection if your
brakes don’t feel normal.
Air filter – Drainage points, windshield wiper
nozzles or your car’s air filter could be clogged up
by winter’s decomposing leaves so check and clean
them out. It may be time to buy a new air filter or
clean the existing one. Some newer cars have pollen filters or cabin filtration systems that should be
checked. There are some cabin filters that are easy
to change, so check your owner’s manual as you
may need a mechanic’s assistance.
Tires – We all know that tires need to be
checked all year round and on a regular basis. Consult your owner’s manual or the inside of your vehicle’s fuel door or driver’s door jamb for correct tire
pressure and make sure your tires are properly inflated. Tire treads should not have stones, stray nails,
etc. embedded. All four tires should be in good condition with no cracks, no uneven wear and have plenty
of tread depth and so should the spare. When on road
trips make sure to have a can of Fix-A-Flat that could
get you to a shady safe area to change the tire.
Dashboard sunshade – If your car gets
parked in the sun regularly, help the cabin stay
cooler and protect the windshield from ultraviolet
rays with a dashboard sunshade. There are even
some solar panels available that keep the battery
charged. Shades for the rear side windows will protect children and prevent rear seats and the dashboard from fading.
Clean the car – A dirty windshield will diffuse light and make things hard for the driver to
see. Grime can build up over time and sometimes
is hard to notice. A clean windshield will provide
you with sharper visibility. A clean exterior also protects the paint from the sun’s rays so use a quality
car wax. It makes financial sense to keep your car
clean over time.

Community
Uncle Sam Jam in Lafreniere Park set for July 3
The Patrons of Lafreniere Park along with
Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Dominick
Impastato announced a star-studded lineup to
headline Uncle Sam Jam on Wednesday, July 3,
2019, including Amanda Shaw, 10,000 Maniacs, The
Orchestra which features former Members of ELO
and The Topcats.
Uncle Sam Jam will begin at 3:00 p.m. at the Al
Copeland Concert and Meadow Stage in Lafreniere
Park. This celebration will again feature unique
festival food, including a variety of food trucks, a
fireworks display that begins at 9:00 p.m. and live
music from 4:00 p.m. to 11 p.m. The event is free
and open to the public. Parking is $5.
“Uncle Sam Jam attracts between 15,000 and
20,000 plus concert goers,” said Councilman Impastato. “It’s a great event to help us showcase
the beauty and amenities of Lafreniere Park and
bring families and friends together. As councilman, I want to introduce new friends of the park to

the concert meadows and its sprawling 155-acre
green space. Everyone is invited to celebrate our
nation’s independence and explore the possibilities of Lafreniere Park.”
Uncle Sam Jam will open with the music of
Amanda Shaw at 4:00 p.m., followed at 5:30 p.m. by
10,000 Maniacs, a rock band that has enjoyed three
decades of success. 10,000 Maniacs will be followed
by the former members of ELO who have been touring for almost two decades. Flight Plan Jazz Ensemble, a 13-member ensemble from within the Air
National Guard Band of the Southwest from Fort
Worth, TX, will play at 9:00 p.m. performing a highenergy show with a wide range of jazz standards,
vocal hits, big band classics and patriotic favorites
during the 20-minute fireworks display and beyond.
The Topcats will follow the fireworks show, closing
the event.
For more information visit www.unclesamjamjefferson.com.

Driver and passengers – On summer road
trips, it’s going to be hot out there. Everyone should
be hydrated. Avoid crankiness and fatigue by taking frequent bathroom breaks and stretching your
legs. Plan road trips and make a list of everything
you need to take including sunglasses, hats, travel
mugs, games for the kids, snacks, chargers for the
phones and tablets, route planner, weather forecasts, emergency triangle, flashlight and a small
tool kit. Make sure the scheduled services for your
car are taken care of before your trip. Check your
insurance and driver’s license to make sure they

are up to date. So, take care of yourself and your
car to have a great summer enjoying the roads.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through
Friday and 8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturdays.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Learn Leadership Skills

July 11 & 25

Be A Confident Public Speaker

at the Best Western Landmark Hotel
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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Simple summer car care tips
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of K en

Dine In or
Take Out
305-6422
2321 West Esplanade
between
Power & Williams

Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

19,405

M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM

THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?

Call us to advertise! 468-9125
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SATURDAY, JULY 27 • 8AM-2PM
WESTMINSTER TOWER
2301 Idaho Avenue • Kenner

Furniture, Clothes, Books,
Housewares, Jewelry

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

By Ken Trahan

It
was
like the kid in
the candy shop
with an empty cart with his mother telling
him to grab as many of his favorite bites in
one night. A little Starburst here, Milk Duds
there, Tootsie Rolls and Almond Joys never
hurt anyone. In the end, the night may best
be described as a Heavenly Hash.
While that may be a bit of a stretch, it is
not a stretch to state that the New Orleans
Pelicans had a huge night on NBA Draft
Night June 20 in Brooklyn, NY and provided
huge reason for optimism and excitement
for a fan base that just a few months ago was
in the midst of a mutiny, ready to jump ship.
Instead, the ship has steadied in perfectly balanced fashion, thanks to the calming hand of a new captain who has a firm
grip on what it takes to guide the ship.
Pelicans Executive Vice President of
Basketball Operations David Griffin turned
Anthony Davis and a very sharp trade with
Atlanta into a bounty of good players who
would seem to have huge futures.
It was quite impressive and it all starts
with Gayle Benson, who loved the idea of
her husband investing to buy the Pelicans
in the first place and who loves basketball.
New Orleans parted with Davis but
came back with a bevy of assets. Then, Griffin dealt the fourth overall pick to Atlanta,
which turned into De’Andre Hunter. He got
two first round picks this season, another
protected first round pick in 2020 and a
second round pick from the Hawks in return. As importantly, he got Atlanta to take
the awful contract of Solomon Hill off of his
hands, one of the last remnants of the failed
regime of Dell Demps.
Jaxson Hayes of Texas is an 18-year-old
center who is nearly seven feet tall. He may
still grow an inch or two.
Even if he does not, he has outstanding leaping and athletic ability and a 7-3
wingspan to block and change shots. Hayes
will fill out in his upper body and become
stronger. He can run the floor. He can finish
around the rim and he gives the Pelicans a
sorely needed piece at center who can be a
rim protector. While he has a long way to go
offensively, that aspect of his game is not going to be required early on. Hayes will compliment Jahlil Okafor, who is a solid post-up
offensive player.
Then, New Orleans used the 17th overall pick acquired from the Hawks to draft
shooting guard Nickeil Alexander-Walker of
Virginia Tech.
Walker is a solid all-around player who
plays both ends of the floor. He can and will
defend. He has the size you want for the two
spot (6-6, 204). He can shoot the ball from
distance, having made 38 percent of his
3-point attempts a year ago. He is good off
the dribble with both hands and can finish
with both hands in the paint. He is a good
catch-and-shoot player who will benefit
from the presence of Lonzo Ball and his vision and play-making.

With the 35th
overall pick acquired
from the Hawks, New
Orleans chose Marcos
Louzada Silva of Brazil,
an athletic shooting guard
(6-5, 188).
Silva can shoot it, having
converted nearly 43 percent of his
3-point shots a year ago. He is another
good catch-and-shoot player and he can finish at the rim. He has played for the Brazilian National Team. While he has to improve
will lead by his words. He will serve as the
other aspects of his game, he could be a
shepherd for a herd of very young players,
nice contributor off the bench, though he
though it will not be a shock if Griffin is not
may be caught in the numbers game at the
finished dealing and may turn a young assuddenly crowded guard spot.
set or two into another asset, as in another
At No. 39, the Pelicans picked Alen
veteran player.
Smailagic of Serbia but traded him to the
Then, there is the fact that the PeliWarriors for second round picks in 2021 and
cans still have an estimated $31 million to
2023, flipping him for more future assets.
sign additional free agents, according to
Then, there is the matter of Zion Wil- ESPN front office expert Bobby Marks.
liamson.
It will certainly be fun watching a
He is unquestionably the best player
young team grow.
entering the league. He may be the best
Barring another trade, this will be the
person as well.
youngest team in the NBA.
Williamson handled himself in grand
Williamson, Hayes and Silva are each
fashion Thursday night and displayed raw
19, Frank Jackson and Alexander-Walker
emotion after being selected by New Or- are each 21, Ball and Ingram are 22, Okafor
leans, even though it was a foregone conclu- is 23 and Christian Wood, Hart and Williams
sion.
are each 24.
He will become the face of a franchise
Then, there are the two veterans in
that now has validity in an NFL dominated
Holiday (29) and E’Twaun Moore (30).
market.
The future looks bright. It was a big
Of course, it was great fortune to win
night for the New Orleans Pelicans with the
the lottery in improbable fashion. Perhaps
bright lights shining on New Orleans from
the good Lord shined his light on New Or- Brooklyn.
leans again, Maybe Tom Benson cut a deal
With money to spend, there is more
with The Almighty to help make it happen.
to come. It is suddenly chic, fashionable
Whatever the case, New Orleans is
to be a Pelicans fan. Williamson wore his
“ice” look in Brooklyn. The white-out look
now in very good shape.
Griffin has displayed the kind of lead- appears to Pelicans fans as that of an angel
sent from heaven.
ership that has been lacking and he does
Tom Benson is smiling.
it in calm, convincing fashion. His persona
While Sean Payton chews Juicy Fruit
screams out “look at my actions rather than
and salivates at the chance to win a second
listen to my words.” Of course, his words
have been convincing as well though the ac- Super Bowl with a very good team, Alvin
tions are most impressive.
Gentry today is that kid in the candy store,
“We had a rather eventful evening,” wearing a big smile as well, ready to take
Griffin said. That was an understatement.
a big bite out of the Western Conference in
Griffin also cautioned all supporters in
the near to very near future.
a largely Roman Catholic metropolitan area
not to canonize Williamson, saying he is not
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief
here to be the savior of a franchise but to be
executive officer of CrescentCitySports.
part of a family, a team.
com and as sports director of WGSO, 990
Then, there is the matter of Lonzo Ball, AM. Trahan hosts sports talk shows nightly
Brandon Ingram and Josh Hart.
as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep ReAt this point, Ingram and Hart appear
port” on Friday nights during the football
to be very excited about their new horizons. season and “The Three Tailgaters Show”
Ball should ultimately embrace the change
with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille Saturday
as well, being with a team that is his, with a
mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trayoung team to grow with, with good players
han is the general manager of the Saints
around him and playing aside Jrue Holiday, Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedesa consummate professional.
Benz Superdome and does morning sports
Griffin correctly stated that this is now
for all four Cumulus radio stations in the
Holiday’s team. While Anthony Davis is one
New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the
of the top five to 10 players in the league, he
president of Joyful Noise Ministries and
is not a natural leader. Holiday has the natu- works with Life Resources Ministries.
ral leadership qualities which Davis lacks.
Holiday will lead by example and he
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Entertainment
Treasure Chest rescues your bummer of a summer
I think it’s time
we were all honest
with ourselves. It’s
time to face an important fact that we’ve
been avoiding since adulthood claimed us. It’s time to
admit that summer just isn’t that great. Hold on! Hear
me out! I mean what’s there to love? The oppressive
heat? The fact that the kids are home and driving you
nuts? The fact that we’re smack dab in the middle of a
nasty time of year that rhymes with smurricane smeason? Admit it: Summer is a bummer. Or…at least it
was. This July, your Treasure Chest Casino is coming
to the summertime rescue. How? Read on.
July is to summer what Wednesday is to the week.

It’s smack dab in the middle and once we get over it,
it’s pretty much clear sailing. So, we got to thinking
what could get people over both the week and summer humps. The solution? Crab legs. All-you-can-eat
crab legs. Because what’s summer without a little
melted butter dripping down your chin? Join us for
“Crab Crazy Summertime” every Wednesday and Saturday! Oh, did I not previously mention Saturday? Let
me fix that. All-you-can-eat crab legs are now on the
Wednesday and Saturday dinner buffet for only $34.99.
If that doesn’t get you through the week and give you a
reason to celebrate the weekend, we’re stumped.
Oh, wait! No, we’re not! How about we throw in
a brand-new Chevy Silverado! Now we’re talking! In
honor of our 25th anniversary we’re giving away a 2019
Chevy Silverado on Saturday, August 17. But you can
start earning entries right now! The more you play your

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure
Chest’s showroom during the month of July
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter- The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the
tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com,
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at
for more information.
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
and times subject to change.
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.
Thurs., July 4
Sun., July 7
Sun., July 14
Sat., July 20
Sat., July 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Brew Crew Band Recuerdos: Latin & Recuerdos: Latin &
The Wiseguys
Blue Rhythm Band
American Night
American Night
Fri., July 5
Sun., July 21
Sun., July 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Fri., July 12
Fri., July 19
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Louisiana Spice
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. Recuerdos: Latin & Recuerdos: Latin
& American Night
Harvey Jesus &
Tyler Kinchen &
American Night
Sat., July 6
Fire
The
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Right Pieces
Fri., July 26
No Idea
Sat., July 13
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Topcats
New Suit

Lagniappe Classic all-breed dog show returns
to the Pontchartrain Center
The Lagniappe Classic all-breed dog show will be
held Thursday, August 1 thru Sunday, August 4, 2019,
at the Pontchartrain Center, located 4545 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Judging begins at 8:30 a.m. each
morning. The show is co-hosted by both the Louisiana
Kennel Club of New Orleans and the Metairie Kennel
Club and will feature approximately 1,000 entries each
day, representing most of the 193 breeds recognized by
the American Kennel Club. Admission is free and the
public is welcome to attend. In lieu of an admission
charge, the Pontchartrain Center will be accepting pet
food donations for area animal shelters during all four
days of the event. Donations can be made in the lobby.
The clubs will also welcome the AKC’s newest member,
the Azawakh, which will compete in the hound group.
The show will be held under the rules of the
American Kennel Club and superintended by Onofrio
Dog Shows of Oklahoma City. There will also be the
“National Owner-Handled Series” competition on both
Thursday and Sunday and a “Best Lagniappe Puppy”
competition on Saturday following “Best in Show.”
The clubs will host a Juniors Summer clinic on
Wednesday, July 31, 2019, from 3:00 p.m. until 5 p.m.
at the show site. There is a $15 fee to attend the clinic
and it is open to youngsters ages nine to 18 who are
interested in learning how to show their dogs. Topics
will include an “Introduction to Dog Shows,” “Pet Medicine” and a “Question and Answer” session for juniors
and parents. For additional information on the Juniors
Clinic, email Lorraine Bisso with the Louisiana Kennel

Club at regel@bellsouth.net.
Both clubs will offer Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
testing on Saturday and Sunday in the lobby. The cost to
certify your dog is $15 and your dog must be registered
with AKC. Information will be available at the show and
appointments are required.
The Louisiana Kennel Club will celebrate its 103rd
anniversary at this year’s show and the Metairie Kennel Club its 43rd anniversary, as well as celebrating the
11th year the show has been held at the Pontchartrain
Center.
According to statistics furnished by the AKC, a fourday dog show with 1,000 entries can bring an average of
$700,000 to the local economy, averaging $685 per participant on expenses such as hotels, restaurants, fuel,
etc. The American Kennel Club sanctions more than
22,000 events nationwide every year (including over
200 in Louisiana), which include conformation shows,
agility/obedience trials and more.
Due to space limitations at the Pontchartrain Center, only dogs registered for the show or CGC Evaluations will be allowed inside the building and no strollers
or wagons will be permitted.
For additional information visit the American Kennel Club website at www.akc.org or the Onofrio Dog
Shows website at www.onofrio.com. Follow the Louisiana Kennel Club on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
louisianakennelclub or the Metairie Kennel Club at
www.facebook.com/metairiekennelclub.

favorite games, the more chances you earn to win!
Still not enough to make your summer tolerable?
Well how about celebrating the birth of our country? The Fourth of July alone is enough to make the
whole crummy season worth the sweat and tears and
Treasure Chest is ready to make the founding fathers
proud!
Join us Thursday, July 4 for “Come Fourth and
Win!” From 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., one winner will be
selected every ten minutes to win $444 “B Rewards!”
Come for the winnings and then stay for our July 4th
fireworks show at 9:00 p.m. on the banks of Lake Pontchartrain. Then join us the following day, Friday, July
5 for “Win-Dependence!” From 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.,

two winners will be selected every 15 minutes to win
$500 “B Rewards!” How’s that for a little red, white and
woo hoo!
Alright. I take it back. Summer is awesome and
your Treasure Chest Casino is committed to making it
awe-summer. We look forward to serving you this July
and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.
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Latin American News

Tope De Santo Domingo (Saint Dominic Fest) coming in August
By Rafael E. Saddy
In Kenner, for
the 19th consecutive
year, the Asociación
Nicaragüense
de
Louisiana (ANDELA) will present El Tope de
Santo Domingo (Saint Dominic Fest), which
honors that Nicaraguan celebration. The event
is open to the public and net proceeds from donations and sponsorships will be used for the
annual purchase of Christmas toys for disadvantaged children in Nicaragua. The local event will
be held on Saturday, August 10, 2019, from 3:00
p.m. until 10:00 p.m. at Kenner’s Heritage Park,

located at 303 Williams Boulevard. Don’t miss
this unparalleled opportunity to experience firsthand the culture, food, music, and sights and
sounds from the folklore of our Central American neighbor.
The origins of the festival date back to the
end of the 19th century in Managua, Nicaragua,
with the discovery of a small Catholic statuette
of Saint Dominic (Santo Domingo de Guzman)
which began the evolution of a massive annual
traditional festivity that is colorful and full of fervor and happiness. Santo Domingo de Guzmán
became the patron saint of Managua and is con-

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net

Guffey_0516.indd 1

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today

4/23/16 7:26 PM

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

sidered by popular acclaim to be the saint of the
people. Each year in Managua, Nicaragua, beginning on August 1 until August 10, everything stops
for the biggest festivals of the year. On the first
day of celebration, the tiny statue is taken from
the hills to the church of Santo Domingo in a big
elaborate procession where the statue remains
until the last day of celebration when again a
multitude of people carry the stature back to his
church, Las Sierritas de Santo Domingo.
“Saint Dominic is an amazing celebration
that has grown over the years,” said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “It is only fitting this festival is in
Kenner, the location of one of the largest Hispanic communities in the entire metropolitan area.”
Highlights this year will include a representation of Santo Domingo’s arrival preceded by a
parade that enters the park to the rhythms of
folkloric music. The celebration features popular
characters that are typically Nicaraguan, such as
the “Gigantona,” a gigantic woman that dances to
the sound of drums, the “Cabezón,” her short and
big-headed dance partner and the life-size bull
and cows who all dance around the saint as he
parades through the park. Young women dressed
in folkloric costumes will also accompany the
colorful parade. Later on, there is the crowning
of the “India Bonita,” queen of the festival. The
festival is followed by a dance party featuring a
popular local musician, who will be playing folkloric music, salsa and Latin-dance music. Typical
Hispanic dishes and refreshments will be served.
Hispanics have always had a strong influence in Louisiana starting when it was a Spanish colony in 1762 until it was turned over to the
French in 1802. Since 1812, when Louisiana became a state, Hispanics have continued to influence the growth of Louisiana with the contribution to the economy and the sharing of its rich
culture with the community.
In order to present an affordable and meaningful experience festival, sponsorship opportunities are available. Your consideration of sponsorship will assist in a successful festival for all.
For more information and/or sponsorships call
466-1483.
Community announcements
July16 – Kenner Business Association
presents its forum/luncheon at Chateau Golf
and Country Club at 11:30 am until 1:00 pm with
guest speakers that have announced their can-

didacy for the upcoming October 12 Jefferson
Parish elections. For information or reservations
call 451-7283.
July 20 – Celebrate an “Astronomical Anniversary” in Kenner’s Rivertown, from 10:00
a.m. to 4 p.m. Event is free to the public and offers an Apollo 11 photo exhibit, tour of the ISS
Prototype, a live action show, The Adventures of
Cosmos and Gibbous, and more. For information
call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.
July Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of
LA Foundation (HCCLF) programs listed below
are open to the public. Offered at 2200 Veterans
Memorial Blvd., Suite 200, phone 305-5901.
July 16 – Basic steps on how to start your
business from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Learn about
legal structure, business plans and budgets for
your business.
July 16 – Business Basics from 6:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. Learn about strategic management, accounting, finances, marketing, operations and people management.
July 24 – Building Business Credit from
10:00 a.m. until noon. Learn why it is important
to separate credit histories, steps to establish
business credit and benefits of good business
credit, etc.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.,
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information
and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us
and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “A people
without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Government
Jefferson Parish April unemployment rate
half the national average
According to the latest figures released on
May 30, 2019, by the Louisiana Workforce Commission for April, 2019, the unemployment rate
in Jefferson Parish was three percent, nearly
half the national average of 6.2 percent and one
of the lowest rates among neighboring parishes.
During the same time period in April 2018, the
unemployment rate in Jefferson Parish was 3.4
percent.
“The Department of Workforce Connection
continues to meet and exceeds its performance

standards and these are record low unemployment rates that we can all be proud of,” said Jefferson Parish President Michael Yenni. “Through
a number of programs and services, Workforce
Connection continues to be a one-stop shop for
both employers and job seekers to ensure Jefferson Parish has a strong and reliable workforce.”
To learn more about the services offered by
the Department of Workforce Connection, visit
www.jeffparish.net.
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Airport
from page 1

channel to be notified when future episodes of
“Inside MSY” are posted by searching for “Louis

Armstrong New Orleans International Airport” on
the YouTube website and selecting “Subscribe,”
a red box located to the right of the channel
name.

Kenner fire department
from page 1

The Kenner Fire Department benefitted from significant improvements in a majority of these areas. Within the five major sections reviewed by PIAL are numerous subsections, with hundreds of areas analyzed
and improved for sustainable quality continuance.
PIAL Municipal Division Manager Blaine Rabè
conducted the review of KFD operations. “This is
a community effort given all of the variables in operations,” said Rabè. “The team…ensured the fire
department and supporting operations reached the
highest benchmark. This leadership earned the city
its Class 1 status.”
“Our leadership has delivered improved service
to the city,” Mayor Zahn said. “I want to recognize

19

that we have many firefighters helping the city
achieve this goal by going above and beyond for their
community to show not only pride in their department, but also leadership in their guidance to get
tasks completed. I want to personally thank all the
men and women of the department who understood
the importance of everything from testing hydrants,
improving fire report details, improving dispatch
techniques, increasing training hours, and much
more – all improving quality of safety protection and
response to the community. Our leadership team
made sure that when the on-site occurred in May
with PIAL, we exceeded the expectations of many in
the community. We are focused on being a team and
this proves what teamwork can bring to Kenner. We
are ‘Kenner Proud.’”
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YOUR KIND OF PLACE | BConnectedOnline.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17,
WIN A BRAND NEW 2019 CHEVROLET® SILVERADO!
Earn entries starting July 1.

Truck provided by

Actual truck may vary.
Chevrolet is a registered trademark of General Motors LLC.
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SATURDAY, JULY 27 | 7:00pm - 11:00pm

Each hour from 7:00pm - 11:00pm,
5 WINNERS will be selected to step into the
cash machine and grab CASH MONEY!
Restrictions apply. Must check in at any kiosk starting at 6:00pm to be eligible.
10 Tier Credits = 1 entry. Earn entries on promotion day only. See B Connected for details.
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