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New website launches for airport terminal
construction updates

FEBRUARY 2019

Lamarque Automotive Complex $35 million
construction nearing completion

Those interested in getting all the latest news
and information about Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport’s new replacement terminal
opening May 2019 can now visit TheNewMSY.com to
stay in the loop.
The website features everything you need to
know about the $1.029 billion project from construction updates to details about the building’s features
and concessions.
The new three concourse, 35-gate terminal is
now nearly 90 percent complete and remains on track
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Architect rendering of Lamarque Automotive Complex
In September of 2017, Ronnie Lamarque held a
groundbreaking ceremony to begin construction of a
new $35 million automotive dealership complex located on 15 acres. Lamarque said he was inspired by the
vision that the future delivery of automotive sales and
services required changes to improve the customer’s
needs and the experience of personal interaction. The
new project, named the Lamarque Automotive Complex is located at 3101 Williams Boulevard adjacent to
the existing Lamarque Ford dealership and it is anticipated to have a huge economic and social impact on
the city of Kenner and the entire New Orleans metro
market.

Ochsner Kenner expands services to treat heart
disease and stroke
The “New Year” in south Louisiana is filled with
treats for Valentine’s Day, Carnival festivities and Super Bowl parties – or in our case, a Super Bowl ban.
Along with this season of celebrations, this time of
year is often filled with reminders about heart health.
Despite knowing the dangers of heart disease, the
condition remains the biggest health risk for Americans – with someone in the United States dying from
a heart disease-related event every 60 seconds.
What may be less known is that the condition
is often more debilitating and deadlier for women.

Heart attacks kill six times as many women each
year as breast cancer. In fact, more people are diagnosed with heart disease than all types of cancer combined. Despite these frightening statistics,
many people still fail to recognize their symptoms
or seek treatment.
Kenner residents now have more options for
heart healthcare close to home. Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner (OMC-Kenner) recently opened
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Kenner announces new state-of-the-art fire station
On January 10, 2019, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
and Kenner Fire Chief Ryan Bergeron announced
an agreement with the state Department of Transportation and Development paving the way for the
construction of a new, state-of-the-art fire station for
the Kenner Fire Department in the 300 block of Duke
Drive. A combination of Federal Highway Administration and Louisiana DOTD funds will be used to construct this new station. “I am pleased to return some
of our citizens’ federal and state tax dollars to the city
of Kenner,” said Mayor Zahn. “It is sometimes chal-

lenging to explain exactly where these taxes go. Now
we will have a new fire station to show for it.” The
move was necessitated by the development of the
new airport on the north side of the airfield.
The old fire station at the corner of Loyola
Drive and Veterans Boulevard will be demolished by
the state to make way for additional lanes on Loyola.
These additional lanes will help with ground level
traffic. Congestion is expected to persist until the
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Just over a year ago, the Lamarque Ford dealership employed about 100 people and boasted annual
sales of about $85 million. The new Lamarque Automotive Complex consists of a number of specialized,
but interrelated facilities that together are expected
to have 150 employees and to generate about $120
million in yearly sales. Those sales will generate substantial sales tax revenues for the city of Kenner and
the increase in employment will generate additional
business for other businesses in the area.
The first phase of the new development was the
construction of the Lamarque Collision Center. That
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Armoring of levees by Corps almost complete
A massive two-phase project along the lakefront
levee in Jefferson Parish is nearing completion. The
work is the Flood Protection Authority-East’s levee
lifting, which began in 2016, followed by the Army
Corps of Engineers’ armoring of the levees.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has almost finished the federally funded armoring of the
earthen lakefront levees that form the Hurricane
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System along Lake

Pontchartrain, also known as “HSDRRS.” Armoring of levees is a risk reduction feature consisting
of placing geo-textile material, a high-performance
turf reinforcement mat (HPTRM), and sod over the
levee’s bare surface on the protected side to keep the
dirt in place. Armoring makes the levees more robust
and provides a level of resilience to them so that they
will not erode or fail in the event they are overtopped.
page 23
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Saturdays – 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists brought to life in
this dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations are set to selections from
Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama, the Black Eyed Peas and more.
This show is sure to be fun and exciting for everyone!

Saturdays – 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light.
Laser animations bring to life selections from Kelly Clarkson, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and
more. This show is sure to have you poppin’!

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different
countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

KENNER’S AFRICAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE EXHIBIT
Every Saturday
in February
11:00am-3:00pm

Kenner Planetarium
Museum
(back hallway)
2020 4th Street

For more information please call
Councilman Gregory W. Carroll’s office at 468-7250

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes defy
gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

Laser michael
Jackson Saturdays – 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 55

minutes Get ready for a mix of Michael Jackson’s most famous music. Hits from
the King of Pop are brought to life in a dazzling display of color and light. Song
selections include ABC, P.Y.T., Billie Jean, Bad, Thriller, Dirty Diana and many more.
This show is sure to be a hit for fans of all ages!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our
solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of
objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step
back to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

The Rivertown Farmers Market in Kenner, Louisiana is now a member of the Crescent City Farmers Market family.

SATURDAYS

YOU CAN FIND:
• Fresh, local and seasonal
fruits and vegetables from
farms within 200 miles
• Grass fed beef, pork
and lamb
• Homemade preserves,
pickles, local honey, sausage,
plant starts, prepared food
and more!

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

RIVERTOWN
LaSalle’s Landing

WIlliams Boulevard
and Rev. Richard
Wilson Drive

FEATURING:
• Market Match - a dollar
for dollar* match of SNAP
benefits spent at the market.
*Up to $20 per market day
• Farmers Market Nutrition
Program (FMNP) - Many
certified vendors will accept
FMNP Senior and WIC
coupons.
• Live music, fun for kids and
physical fitness activities

EBT, credit cards, and
checks accepted at
the Welcome Tent.
All vendors
accept cash.

Info can be found at crescentcityfarmersmarket.org

rivertownfarmersmarketkenner

@rivertownfarmersmarket
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WE OFFER
{ One-on-one personal
training in a PRIVATE facility.

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

{ Comprehensive one-on one
evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle
analysis. You will leave with
a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
{ Early morning & after work
appointments available

See website for bio, classes & more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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Shane family gives extraordinary gifts to city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish
By Allan Katz
There can be
no doubt that Henry
and Pat Shane have
a deeply felt love for
the city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish. They
have given 34 sculptures to the city and the parish. Those who know them best say that these
awesome gifts have cost the Shane’s more than
$1 million.
These 34 large sculptures have added to the
beauty and the quality of life of both Kenner and
Jefferson Parish. Shane, who has been Kenner
and Jefferson Parish’s most successful builder
and renter of apartments, says, “It has truly been
a blessing for our family to live in the wonderful
city of Kenner and in Jefferson Parish. Pat and
I, our children and grandchildren, have been
incredibly fortunate to reside in such a friendly,
caring environment. We hope that through our
gifts, we have given back to the community that
has been so good to us.”
Currently underway is the final piece of art-

work that will be the last addition to the sculp- American nation of Colombia. At East Jefferson
ture garden in Kenner located on the Power Bou- High School, an art teacher, Ms. Ricks, recoglevard median. Local sculptor Luis Colmenares, nized his unique talent although he was just a
well-known in art circles, is working on a yet-un- skinny 14-year-old adjusting to the U.S. Today,
named piece that is a tribute to the heron, one of
four decades later, Colmenares still reflects on
the most beautiful birds among Louisiana’s wild
his debt to Ms. Ricks who saw something special
life. With all due respect to the Louisiana pelican, in him. I think Colmenares’ perspective on Louithe heron is a highly flexible, long-necked bird
siana herons on a wire might be one of the best
found near water where it feeds on a wide range
works of his distinguished career.
of prey. In Colmenares’ artwork, 12 herons are
When the herons’ piece is completed and
perched on a wire 20 feet above the ground. As
in place, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn is planning to
herons will do, each bird assumes a different pos- make the sculpture garden complete. The city
ture reflecting their unique ability to twist their
will add lighting, walkways, landscaping and poslong necks and bodies into a different posture. sibly a walking bridge over to the north side of
Made of aluminum in Colmenares’ Chalmette
Vintage Boulevard, where adding parking is beworkshop, each bird is between four feet and
ing discussed. Says Henry Shane, “Pat and I are
eight feet tall.
gratified that Mayor Zahn shares our vision for
One of his best-known works are the beauti- a sculpture garden in Kenner. When the time is
ful sculptures he created for the elephant pool
right, we plan to make a major contribution to
at the Audubon Park Zoo at a Zoo-To-Do celebra- help cover the cost of the improvements.”
tion. Colmenares’ story is an interesting one. His
One of my favorite sculptures there is titled
parents emigrated to the U.S. from the South “The Farmer.” It was created by local sculptor

Grace Boyle and is a tribute to the Italian farmers of Kenner who tilled the fields in the early
1900s.
For Pat and Henry Shane, the completion
of the sculpture garden won’t be the end of
their philanthropic endeavors. They have other
projects in mind. I think the Shane’s are special.
Each of us might hope that at some point in our
lives we can do something special that makes a
difference. The Shane’s have indeed made a creative and unique difference for Kenner and Jefferson Parish, places that they love and revere. In
my book, both Pat and Henry deserve a standing
ovation.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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New Orleans police chief faces challenges
By Jeff Crouere
As Michael Harrison moves on to his
new post in Baltimore, the next police
superintendent in New Orleans, Shaun Ferguson,
will face familiar challenges. There is a plethora
of criminals, not enough police officers and nowhere near enough funding for law enforcement.
Of course, there is never enough money, so
that challenge is nothing new. Currently, the
NOPD is several hundred officers below minimum requirements. While new recruiting classes
are scheduled, it will take years before the NOPD
can recover from the damage inflicted during the
last administration.
For decades, New Orleans has been known
for many things, some very positive and some very
negative, such as being a hotbed of violent crime.
Currently, the city has the nation’s fourth highest
murder rate per capita, ranking number one in the
south. Primarily due to New Orleans and the other
major urban areas in the state, Louisiana has been
ranked as the most violent state in the nation.
For generations, New Orleans residents
have heard politicians make promises to fight
violent crime. Usually, the results have been
dreadful, especially in the last administration.
Former Mayor Mitch Landrieu left his successor
with not only an understaffed police department,
but also a dysfunctional criminal justice system.
It was Mayor Landrieu’s vindictiveness that resulted in the district attorney’s office suffering a
$600,000 budget reduction. The office was already
strapped for funds and paying prosecutors salaries far below what is offered in other district attorney offices in the region.
The good news is that there has been significant progress in lowering the murder rate. In
2017, 157 people were murdered in New Orleans;
however, in 2018, the rate fell to 146, the fewest

murders since the 1970s. While this follows a
downward trend that has been happening nationally, it is still a significant improvement from previous years.
Unfortunately, the last few weeks of the year
were especially violent. Murders were committed
in all areas of the city, even in the middle of the
Central Business District on Carondelet Street
and on St. Charles Avenue. Recently, an innocent
victim was killed on Iberville Street, right next
to Bourbon Street, in the heart of the French
Quarter. This area is the lifeblood of New Orleans
tourism, the city’s most important industry. Obviously, any murder on Bourbon Street, will generate national and international attention, not the
kind of publicity New Orleans needs at any time
of the year.
A witness to the French Quarter tragedy
rushed to help the victim but was unable to save
his life. He said, “You live in New Orleans. This
(expletive) can happen any time of the day.” Of
course, he is exactly right, which sums up the
problem the new police chief will be facing.
Hopefully, an increasing number of both
private and city funded crime cameras throughout New Orleans will supplement the reduced
ranks of police officers. Any tools that can help
identify murderers and bring them to justice will
be appreciated. Sadly, most murderers are able
to escape conviction in New Orleans. In the last
few years, only 60 percent of murders were ever
solved, an astoundingly low number.
A major part of the challenge in dealing
with this ongoing violent crime problem is that
the public does not show outrage and pressure
the politicians to act. The people of New Orleans
have become desensitized to the crime crisis and
are only riled if there is a mass shooting or some
sort of unusually graphic murder. Otherwise, it is
business as usual in the “City that Care Forgot.”

It is only an issue of secondary importance
to the local media. The crime reporters often
minimize the statistics, while their press colleagues demonstrate support for the agenda of
the New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell. This is a
politician who shares the liberal ideology of most
members of the press. Of course, tourism officials
also downplay the murders because such negative stories will hurt their industry.
As a result, we can expect more of the same
in New Orleans. With Louisiana Governor John
Bel Edwards releasing thousands of prisoners
from incarceration across Louisiana and a local
group paying the bond of hundreds of defendants
and releasing them, it is no surprise that the local
prison has fewer than 1,200 inmates, an all-time
low for New Orleans.
With such factors working together, the
residents of New Orleans can expect the violent
crime rate to remain high for the foreseeable future. Even though the city has a new mayor, it is
the same old violent crime problem in New Orleans, but it has been made worse due to the wellfunded campaign to reduce the prison population.
All of this is excellent news for one large group of
city residents – the criminals.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his award-winning program, “Ringside Politics”
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.
Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the
author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides
regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For
more information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Keeping promises to be proactive
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
We now have two
important contracts
in place that will allow
the city to be proactive
when it comes to maintaining our roads and the sanitary sewer system and storm drains throughout Kenner.
The first contract is with Principal Engineering Inc. to complete a comprehensive road condition
evaluation throughout the city at a cost not to exceed
$130,000. This is a brand-new contract and we believe
it is the best way to fulfill the promise made by my

administration that money from a road bond millage
paid off on Dec. 31 of last year will continue to go to
street improvements.
This evaluation of roads in the city will allow
Principal Engineering to create a master plan for maintenance needs and repairs throughout Kenner – no
one area will be favored over another. This means we
are now able to use a proactive, objective approach to
road issues, rather than simply reacting to emergency
repairs.
I want to thank the council for unanimously ap-

proving this contract. This team effort allows us to keep
the promise we made to residents regarding money
from the road bond millage. While we don’t have sufficient money to take care of every necessary road project
and maintenance job, I am confident residents will soon
begin to notice a difference because of this contract and
the additional money we do have available for roads in
the city.
The second is a maintenance agreement with
BLD Services, not to exceed $50,000, that makes it possible to take care of sanitary and storm sewer cleaning,
as well as storm drain maintenance that we are unable
to perform in-house.

This contract is not new; however, we have reviewed the city’s needs over previous years and added
items that we believe are necessary. Under this contract, we have the ability to televise lines to get a clearer
idea of problems and we are able to perform point repairs on deep sewers.
Thanks again to the City Council for unanimously
approving this contract, which is an important part
of our proactive effort to maintain the infrastructure
throughout the city.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner city employees awarded service pins for years of service
On January 14, 2019, in the third annual ceremony, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn awarded pins to eligible
employees based on years of service with the city of
Kenner. In all, 73 employees received pins, including
two with at least 30 years work experience.
“Along with Kenner Police Chief Mike Glaser and
Kenner Fire Chief Ryan Bergeron, I was very proud to
give out service pins to employees marking anywhere
from five to 30 years with the city,” Kenner Mayor Ben
Zahn said. “We appreciate the hard work and dedication from all our employees and want to recognize
their efforts that make us all “Kenner Proud.’”
From Kenner’s Fire Department, Stanford
Genovese and Harold A. West were recognized for 30
years of service.
Awarded 25-year pins were Jessie P. Courville,
Robert E. Norris and Calvin Tobias from the Kenner
Public Works Department, Qunnie T. Gransberry,
Darren Mack and Thomas F. Sivori from the Kenner
Inspections and Code Enforcement Department and

Salvador M. Lejarza from the Kenner Police Department.
Twenty-year pins were given to Joseph Allen and
Larry Williams from the Kenner Public Works Department, Brenda H. Gruber and Debbie Reese from the
Kenner Parks and Recreation Department, Charles L.
Schaff from the Kenner Fire Department, Maurice L.
Price, Jr. from the city’s inspections and code enforcement department and Carla Wilson from Kenner’s
General Services Department.
Charlyn E. Harry-Soniat, Rebeca L. Hasbun and
Norma V. Riley from the Kenner Community Development Department, Patrick J. Beaumont, Edward A.
Becker, Jr. from the public works department, Susan
H. Ferran from Kenner’s Finance Department, William C. Hannon from the city’s inspections and code
enforcement department, Charlene A. Heyl from the
Kenner Police Department and Denise D. Hooter
from the Kenner Information Technology and Telecommunications Department received 15-year pins.

Given 10-year pins for working for the police
department were Danny J. Gaudin, Ethel M. Green,
Traci R. Hoffmann and Jennifer L. Driscoll along with
Duston J. Bynum, Jason R. Deist and Matthew L. Hotard from the fire department. James C. Melton, Craig
B. Reel II and Robert C. Tellock from the city’s general
services department and Doris B. Westley and Lorraine B. Pearson from the city’s community development department were also recognized for ten years
of service. Michele S. Lawler from the mayor’s office,
James A. Dennis from public works, safety inspector
Alan M. Howland, Daniel P. Truxillo, Jr. from the parks
and recreation department, Charles F. Dismukes, Jr.
from the finance department, Vernon S. Welman, Jr.,
from the city’s civil service department, Susan M. Ranatza from the fleet management division and Shantell B. Miller from Kenner Citizens Services Department all were awarded 10-year pins.
Daniel Lanier IV, Stephen Bentley, Douglas
M. Graffato, Devin L. Hastings, Kyle K. Mipro and

Nicholas S. Zalva from the fire department received
five-year pins along with Lourdes G. Acuna, Dwane
J. Babin, Marlis S. Hampton, Carl M. Lemoine and
Imelda A. Mendoza-Juarex from the police department. Frank L. Kimble, Jr., Anthony C. Lamm, Ann Locantro, Kayla M. Bankster, Ramon Gaitan and Phyllis
L. Hymel from the parks and recreation department
were awarded 10-year pins. Troy A. Barousse, Aaron
Lefort, Daniel Leyva and Timothy Tyree from the city’s
general services division and Virginia Larose and Glen.
P. Sclafini from the city’s inspections and code enforcement department were recognized for five years
of service. Carolyn Eagan and Luis Rodrigeuz from
the clerk of court office and Rickey Hale and Hamp
Williams, Jr. from the public works department were
also so honored.
The pins were given out based on length of service through the end of 2018. The annual service pins
awards ceremony was held in Kenner City Council
chambers.

Police
Celebrating a safe Mardi Gras
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Mardi Gras season is upon us and
carnival revelry will
soon be in full swing.
Mardi Gras, Tuesday,
March 5 this year, is not only one of our area’s most

unique festivities, but one of our country’s most talked
about and anticipated events. This is a great time to
spend with family and friends, but also a time to be
responsible, careful of our surroundings and watchful
of our little ones.
It is important to remain extra vigilant of our

February 28th Networking
Crowne Plaza Airport
Breakfast 7:45am – 9:00am

March Luncheon

Wednesday, March 27th
(please note date change)

Guest speaker: New Orleans Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole
Chateau Country Club 11:30 – 1:00pm

children’s safety during this festive time. Children
are especially prone to accidents during Mardi Gras
with the large crowds, beads and trinkets flying
around and all of the commotion going on during
parades. Remind your children to stay out of the
street and to never run after throws or follow behind floats. Teach them to be careful when reaching down to pick up throws and make sure young
children don’t put beads or trinkets in their mouths
as this can cause a choking hazard.
If you plan on using a ladder to give your children a better view of the parades, make sure you
follow regulations for setting up the ladder. Set up
the ladder as far back from the street as the ladder
is tall. For example, if the ladder is eight feet tall,
then it should be placed eight feet behind the curb.
Take note that putting ladders in intersections or
fastening multiple ladders together is prohibited
in many areas. Make sure children are properly fastened in the seat and stand on the back of the ladder as an anchor while protecting them from fast
flying throws. Also, be careful when putting your
child over your shoulders. Crowds can shift unexpectedly, making it easy to get knocked over.
Consider implementing a family plan should
anyone unexpectedly get separated and make sure
your children are fully aware of what they should do
in an emergency. Establish a meeting place in case
someone gets lost and have your kids carry a card
that includes their name, address, phone number
and pre-arranged meeting place. Nevertheless, if

they are still unable to locate their family members,
instruct your children to find the nearest police officer or sheriff’s deputy for immediate assistance.
If you leave your group during parades for any
reason, have someone accompany you and avoid
walking on deserted side streets. Report any suspicious activity or persons you may observe. Also, carry your personal belongings in a small bag or purse
that can be strapped around your waist or across
your chest for added security.
If you plan on drinking during the festivities,
please do so responsibly and limit your alcohol consumption when watching over little ones. Appoint a
designated driver beforehand should you decide to
drink during the celebrations. Under no circumstances should you ever drink and drive.
The Kenner Police Department wishes you
and your family a safe and fun-filled Mardi Gras season. If you have any safety concerns that you would
like me to address, please feel free to contact me at
kpd@kenner.la.us.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app
for both Apple and Android devices and access the
Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.
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District 1 offers many events and fun for all, along with many improvements on the way
By Gregory Carroll – Kenner District 1 Councilman
As always, I am
honored and privileged to serve as your
elected official for Dis-

trict 1 in the city of Kenner.
As we all know, the historic Rivertown area in
Kenner is where our city’s foundation was established –
a place made up of people of different races, creed and
religious beliefs, a place many of us still call home. As
all of the city of Kenner continues to grow, improve and
deal with everyday challenges, we can be assured, like
our ancestors with God’s blessing, of a bright future
ahead for us and generations to come.
There are always a number of new and exciting events and projects going on all over District 1,
particularly in Rivertown, but also in the Lincoln
Manor, Veterans Heights and Susan Park subdivisions. Please allow me to share with you just some
of the events and challenges that have taken place
and others that we are looking forward to throughout the remainder of the year.
Let me first mention our city’s annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. celebration and parade, an event that
was held on January 21 honoring Dr. King, a man who
gave his life not only for the citizens in Kenner, but for
men, women and children all over the United States
so they may have a better life. This is the 34th year our
nation has celebrated Dr. King.
The month of February is also recognized nationally as “Black History” month. In Kenner we will
celebrate with our own museum in the Kenner Plan-

etarium and Megadome Cinema, located in Rivertown,
which will be displaying historic city of Kenner artifacts during February. The education, fellowship and
family atmosphere are just a few of the components
that the museum will offer. I think it is always important, especially to our younger generation, to be educated and celebrate the different people and cultures
that helped and who have played an important role in
Kenner’s history.
There is more fun going on in Rivertown, from
events to improvements. Recently Rivertown was
selected as one of just two cultural districts in the
state to be awarded as a participant in the Sound
Places program, which is sponsored by the Louisiana Division of the Arts, Project for Public Spaces,
Chamber Music America and the National Endowment for the Arts. The idea is to use music to enhance community engagement.
The Rivertown Arts Council is set to have a very
active year offering the Rivertown Art After Dark Series – artistic community exhibitions that will be held
each month, excluding February due to the conflict
with Mardi Gras, attracting art lovers and other visitors to Rivertown.
We have a new Rivertown Farmer’s Market in collaboration with Market Umbrella, located at LaSalle’s
Landing at the end of Williams Boulevard next to the
Mississippi River. The market is held every Saturday
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Also, in Rivertown two new
fantastic restaurants have opened, the Porch and Patio Wine and Beer Garden and Fleur de Lily. More res-

taurants, retail stores and further developments are in
North Terminal and the creating of additional vethe planning stages.
hicle lanes on the Veterans Boulevard and Loyola
Several infrastructure drainage improvements
Drive corridors, we are going to experience some
are set for South Kenner, Veterans Heights and the
challenges with traffic. There will also be some
Lincoln Manor areas. A $1.7 million project in River- safety concerns associated with the relocation of
town to reduce or eliminate flood hazards on Wil- Kenner Fire Station #38. Relief will come with the
liams Boulevard, Daniel Street and other surround- interstate fly-over onto the airport entrance but it is
ing streets is underway. Engineering plans also are
not expected to be completed for years.
moving forward to review existing drainage studies
“Music in the Park” and “Movies in the Park”
and come up with a design for drainage improve- come to Heritage Park in Rivertown to bring spring
ments in the South Kenner area off of Airline Drive, fun. “Music in the Park” events are on Fridays in
the Pollock area respectfully known by residents
May offering local bands, food and arts and crafts.
as “Back of the Track.” This area, on Salvador Road
Performances will be from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
from Kenner Avenue to the Pollock ditch, regularly “Movies in the Park” offers outdoor movies on Saturfloods after heavy rainfall. The canal system that is
days in May with showtimes at 8:00 p.m.
adjacent to the Lincoln Manor subdivision is part of
And finally, it won’t be that long before the days
the state’s capital improvements drainage projects.
get longer and hotter. We plan to open the popular FeThe new East Jefferson Levee District building’s
licia M. McMiller Community Splash Park on Memoconstruction, located on Rev. Richard Wilson Drive, is
rial Day weekend, May 27. It is located in the A.P. Clay
expected to be completed in March. It’s a structure
Complex at 200 Decatur Street. Remember that swimthat will provide administrative, levee and hurricane
ming attire and adult supervision are required and the
protection along with a safe house.
facility is available to be rented out for private events.
The Kenner Council on Aging building located
For more information, contact the Kenner Office of
at 641 Compromise Street will be undergoing renova- Community Development at 468-7588.
tions of about $300,000 to expand the current facility
God bless.
and ensure compliance with the Americans for DisKenner District 1 Councilman Gregory W.
abilities Act. It is currently in the planning stage. The
Carroll’s
office is located at 1801 Williams Boucity is seeking input from interested design consullevard in Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Countants to develop an overall improvement program.
Due to the construction of the Louis Arm- cilman Carroll can be reached at 468-7253 or by
email at district1@kenner.la.us.
strong New Orleans International Airport’s new

Kenner code sweeps uncover 222 violations in three sweeps
ing maintenances required, one building permit
required, five fascia or soffit issues, one fence needing repair, two cases of high grass or weeds, eight
incidences of litter or debris, two cases of parking
on grass, three repair or demolitions needed, one
case of stagnant water or mosquitoes, two unsafe
electrical conditions, one unsafe plumbing conditions, one unsafe mechanical condition and four
vehicles tagged.
In the sweep on Tulane Drive and West Louisiana State Drive inspectors found three addresses
required, 14 abandoned vehicles, five building maintenances required, one building permit needed, one
fascia or soffit issue, six cases of litter or debris, two
cases of parking on grass and one case of rodents.
Owners of the properties are notified by warning or summonses, depending on the violation, and
abandoned vehicles are tagged to be towed if not removed or brought into compliance within a period
of time. Property owners appear in court and are ordered to comply with the city’s code laws. Violators
can face both fines and court costs. Even if violators
come into compliance, they are placed on probation
and can be recharged under the original offense if
there is a repeat violation.
A total of 82 warning violations and 19 court
summons were issued in the three code sweeps. The

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073

sweeps took place in Kenner Council Districts 1, 2
encouraged residents of his district to call his office
and 5.
or the Kenner Code Enforcement Department with
While the city has been vigilant with code
any neighborhood concerns. “There is no time to resweeps, Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Car- lax when it comes to blight,” Brennan said. “Give us
roll asked residents to continue to report any prob- the information and we will take action.”
lems in their neighborhoods. “Hopefully, we reach
Kenner Mayor Zahn said the code sweeps –
a day when there are no complaints about blight,” which resulted in more than 2,000 violations in 2018
Carroll said. “But we aren’t there, yet. There is much – remain a top priority. “This is more than just Kenwork left to do.”
ner Code Enforcement Director James Mohamad
Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur said
and his team of inspectors,” Zahn said. “These code
the sweeps send a strong message to property own- sweeps are possible because of teamwork involving
the administration, the city council and our police
ers who don’t properly handle their obligations to
chief. As one team, we will win the fight against
change their habits. “We don’t want to take people
to court, but we simply cannot – and we will not – blight.”
Residents who want to file a complaint should
ignore repeated violations of our code enforcement
call the Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement
laws,” Sigur said.
Department at 468-4068.
Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

s
n
a
’
r
r
a
P
YS
O
B
O-

P

e

r

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced that
Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement Department inspectors issued a total of 222 violations in
three different code sweeps conducted in the city
during January 2019.
One sweep took place in the 100-300 blocks of
Clemson and Duke streets and the 2300 block of Idaho Avenue, another sweep was in the 400 and 500
blocks of East Louisiana State Drive and the 33003400 blocks of Ole Miss Drive and the third sweep
included most of the 3500-3600 blocks of Tulane
Drive and the 3500-3600 blocks of West Louisiana
State Drive.
In the sweep on Clemson and Duke streets
and Idaho Avenue the violations found were six addresses required, one abandoned refrigerator, 17
abandoned vehicles, 15 building maintenances required, 13 fascia or soffit issues, 17 fences needing
repair, one case of high grass or weeds, two illegal
discharges, 21 cases of litter or debris, 13 incidences
of parking on grass, two repair or demolitions needed, six cases of rodent proofing required, two cases
of stagnant water or mosquitoes, ten unsafe electrical conditions and 16 vehicles tagged.
In the sweep on East Louisiana State Drive
and Ole Miss Drive, inspectors reported three addresses required, 11 abandoned vehicles, two build-

of K enn

Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

Dine In or
Take Out
305-6422
2321 West Esplanade
between
Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM
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Brutal ending overshadows very good season for Saints
By Ken Trahan

first 11 games of the season and could not
The Packers won the game 26-21 on Jan.
of the past season. They tried several backs to
possibly maintain the torrid pace, the output 11, 2015 at Lambeau Field. Three years later,
replace him and found none.
was significantly reduced over the final seven
the NFL stated that Bryant did, in fact, catch
Ideally, New Orleans would love to have
It is not how you
the ball. It was too little, too late for Dallas.
Ingram back on a one or two-year deal. Any- games of the season, with the team averaging
start, it is how you
The “catch or no catch” rule came to a
thing beyond that simply does not make sense. just 19.7 points per game.
finish.
While teams adjusted to the Saints and
head in the 2017 playoffs when Jesse James
The question will be what the market is
The New Orwhile not having Ginn, Jr. hurt for the time
of the Steelers appeared to catch what would
for Ingram.
leans Saints started the 2018 season poorly
have been a game-winning touchdown against
If someone offers him a multi-year deal, that he missed, the health of the offensive line
and it ended poorly, though the latter was not
was a huge factor.
New England. It cost Pittsburgh the game.
he is likely gone. It only takes one.
their fault.
Terron Armstead being out was a big blow.
The “catch” rule then changed, as a result.
Ingram has done everything well here,
Losing the season opener at home as a
Then came the Saints vs. Rams debacle.
from running to blocking to receiving. He is Andrus Peat missed time. When both returned,
double-digit favorite to Tampa Bay signaled
neither was as good as they could be or were,
It was as bad of a call, make that non-call,
what looked like could be a vastly disappoint- liked and respected by teammates and by his
due to playing hurt. Larry Warford, Max Unger
that has ever been made.
coaches.
ing season.
and Ryan Ramczyk all played hurt.
The missed call on both pass interference
By 2020 and 2021, virtually every big name
That all changed.
When healthy, the offensive line was top
and helmet-to-helmet contact was so bad that
player on the team will see his contract expire.
A nine-game win streak placed the Saints
of the line. When not healthy, it was just an- there is serious talk about a rule change involvWith that being the case and with Brees
among the elite teams in the NFL. They would
other line.
ing the ability to either challenge or review a
having just one year left on his contract, the
remain there, the best team in the NFL in the
As for the ending to the season, keep in
so-called “judgment” call, such as pass inter2019 season is the window for the Saints trying
regular season.
mind that the Saints still had every chance to
ference.
A playoff win over Philadelphia was a diffi- to make one more run at the Super Bowl under
beat the Rams despite perhaps the most egreHistory tells us that when injustices occur,
Sean Payton.
cult task. The defending Super Bowl champion
gious non-call in NFL playoff history.
rules change.
The team needs help in the receiving
did not go down easily and did not figure to.
New Orleans produced just 290 yards
Sean Payton is on the rules committee.
game.
The ending against the Los Angeles Rams
of offense in over four quarters. The Saints
Don’t think for one second that he will not adCan Cam Meredith return to become the
will live in infamy for all associated with the
scored touchdowns just twice in five red zone
vocate for change. Bill Belichick has advocated
player the Saints thought they were getting
team and for all that follow the team.
penetrations. There was the brutal intercep- allowing challenges for pass interference and
Moving forward, the team has eight play- from Chicago? Will Tre’Quan Smith mature
tion in overtime. New Orleans could not run
virtually all plays in the past. He is the league’s
and become solid and dependable? Will Ted
ers to consider bringing back.
the ball at all.
best coach, perhaps the best of all-time.
Ginn, Jr. still have the jets to run by defenders
While Jermon Bushrod is a class act, while
Still, the offense did enough and was in
2018 was an outstanding season for the
entering his 13th year in the league at the age
Craig Robertson is a solid special teams player
position to win the game when “the call” oc- Saints but the ending was simply brutal.
of 34? Will Dan Arnold grow into the tight end
and Chris Banjo provides depth at safety, the
curred.
So was the ending to the 2011 season,
trio may not return next year, though the orga- position?
Perhaps it will lead to a rule change. It
when Alex Smith and Vernon Davis cut the
The Saints clearly lacked the one addinization would not mind having any or all back.
should.
heart out of what was perhaps the most talenttional weapon a championship team would like
Teddy Bridgewater figures to leave with
When Don Chandler kicked a 22-yard field
ed Saints team ever at Candlestick Park with
to possess. Michael Thomas and Alvin Kamara
Drew Brees stating that he intends to return
goal to send the Green Bay Packers into over- a 14-yard touchdown pass with nine seconds
for the final year of his contract. If Bridgewa- are elite. Ginn, Jr. is a nice piece. Who is the
time in their playoff game with the Baltimore
remaining in 36-32 playoff win on Jan. 14, 2010.
other weapon?
ter does, you cannot blame him. He wants to
Colts on Dec. 26, 1965 at Lambeau Field, it
So was the ending of the 2017 season
The draft does not figure to yield huge
start and someone is likely to give him that opappeared that Chandler had missed the kick, when Case Keenum hit Stefon Diggs with a
portunity. Of course, the Saints gave up a third- returns.
The Saints have traded away their first, which would have given the Colts the win. In- 61-yard touchdown pass on the final play of
round pick to get him.
stead, the officials ruled it good and Green Bay
the game in a 29-24 win over the Saints in the
third and fourth-round picks in 2019. Their
Alex Okafor has a clause in his contract
won 13-10 in overtime. It became known as “Minnesota Miracle.”
second round choice will be a very late one.
which could enable him to leave. The Saints
The 2011 ending was hard to accept. So
Along with Meredith, the Saints hope Pat- “The Kick.”
like Okafor and his leadership ability and he
Much like Nickell Robey-Coleman admit- was the 2017 ending.
rick Robinson returns healthy and plays as the
would be a year further down the road from an
ting his obvious infraction against Tommylee
The difference with the ending to the
team thought he would this year. If both pan
Achilles injury.
Lewis, Chandler admitted later that he saw the
2018 season is that it was directly impacted by
out, it will be like two new signings or two draft
Tyeler Davison started 12 games and did a
ball “definitely outside of the post.” Jim Tun- officials, out of the players’ control. The Saints
solid job. He will likely return. P.J. Williams im- picks. Adding Robinson to the trio of Marshon
ney, the official on the spot, ruled the kick good. could have stopped the 49ers. They did not.
Lattimore, Eli Apple and Williams would give
proved as the season progressed and appeared
The upright was only 10 feet high. The NFL They could have stopped the Vikings. They did
the Saints a real strong point on the corner.
to be most likely to return but his arrest for a
took immediate action after the controversial
not. They were stopped by officials this season,
If Brees returns, as expected, how good
DUI late last month may change that. In recent
play, placing two officials under the goalposts, not by the Rams.
will he be?
years, Joe Morgan and Willie Snead, IV were
While the future still looks bright, the
He was good enough to set an NFL record, rather than one, and raising the uprights anultimately released after similar offenses.
other 10 feet to the 20-foot level that we see
window on the successful, exciting, championcompleting 74.4 percent of his passes with 32
Then, there is the case of Mark Ingram.
today in the league.
ship regime of Payton and Brees is beginning
touchdowns and just five interceptions.
The all-time leading rusher in franchise
On Jan. 24, 2010, the Saints won 31-28
to close. Let us hope that this duo, which has
It is clear that his deep ball efforts dehistory will be entering his ninth year and will
produced so much for the city and region, can
clined late in the season, as did the Saints of- over the Vikings in the NFC championship
turn 30 during the season.
game. After playing to a 28-28 tie, the Saints
produce one more exciting season with a drafense.
The Saints found out just how valuable he
won the toss, got an outstanding kickoff return
matically better ending.
While the offense was prolific over the
was when Ingram missed the first four games
from Pierre Thomas and then a big fourthKen Trahan serves as owner and chief
down conversion by Thomas and a key catch by
executive
officer of CrescentCitySports.com
Devery Henderson to set up Garrett Hartley’s
and
as
sports
director of WGSO, 990 AM. Tra40-yard field goal to send the Saints to the Suhan
hosts
sports
talk shows nightly as well
per Bowl.
as
“Ken
Trahan’s
Original Prep Report” on
The Vikings never saw the ball. The NFL
Friday
nights
during
the football season
then changed the overtime rule to state that
and
“The
Three
Tailgaters
Show” with Ed
a game can only end on the first possession of
Daniels
and
Rick
Gaille
Saturday
mornthe extra period if a touchdown or defensive
ings
from
10:00
a.m.
until
noon.
Trahan
is
touchdown is scored.
the
general
manager
of
the
Saints
Hall
of
In the 2014 NFC playoffs, the Packers
Fame
Museum
in
the
Mercedes-Benz
Superagain benefited from a favorable call against
dome and does morning sports for all four
the Dallas Cowboys.
Cumulus
radio stations in the New Orleans
Dez Bryant appeared to make a great
2321 West Esplanade
area.
Trahan
serves as the president of Joycatch on a throw from Tony Romo that would
between
e
ful
Noise
Ministries
and works with Life Rehave set up a touchdown. It was ruled incomof K enn
Power & Williams
sources
Ministries.
plete.
M-Th
11-7:30
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Fri 11-8:30
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Looking back, while moving forward
By Stephen Robinson
As the new year
gets underway, we
at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner (OMCKenner) look forward to all that 2019 has to offer –
including the continuation of innovative and awardwinning patient care.
To fully wrap-up 2018, we want to assure the
citizens of Kenner that you have a strong partner in
your health and a great hospital in your neighborhood. OMC-Kenner was honored to be awarded with
the following accolades in 2018:
Highest safety standards: OMC-Kenner was
awarded an ‘A’ from The Leapfrog Group’s Fall 2018
Hospital Safety Grade. This designation recognizes
efforts in protecting patients from harm and meeting the highest safety standards in the United States.
Developed under the guidance of a national expert
panel, the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade uses 28
measures of publicly available hospital safety data to
assign grades to more than 2,600 U.S. hospitals twice
per year. The Hospital Safety Grade’s methodology is
peer-reviewed and fully transparent, and the results
are free to the public.
Stroke care: OMC-Kenner was recognized with
The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval and
the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association’s Heart-Check mark for Advanced Certification for Primary Stroke Centers. To qualify, Ochsner
underwent a rigorous onsite review, which evaluated
the stroke program’s compliance with stroke-related
standards and requirements. The hospital’s manage-

ment of its stroke program, including the delivery of
clinical care and performance improvement were
also assessed.
Baby-friendly: OMC-Kenner received international recognition as a Baby-Friendly designated birth
facility by Baby-Friendly USA, Inc. The Baby-Friendly
designation is given after a rigorous onsite survey is
completed. Baby-Friendly USA, Inc. is the U.S. authority for the implementation of the Baby-Friendly
Hospital Initiative, a global program sponsored by the
World Health Organization and the United Nations
Children’s Fund. The initiative encourages and recognizes hospitals and birthing centers that offer an optimal level of care for infant feeding and family bonding. Currently there are only 531 active Baby-Friendly
hospitals and birth centers in the United States, with
Ochsner facilities holding six of those spots.
OMC– Kenner is proud to be a resource for high
quality care and we believe that everyone deserves
it, regardless of physical location. We look forward
to continuing this commitment to you in 2019, and
beyond.
Stephen Robinson is the chief executive officer of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Robinson
holds a master’s degree in healthcare administration from Tulane University, School of Public
Health, as well as a bachelor’s degree from Tulane
University. Robinson is a fellow in the American
College of Healthcare Executives. To schedule an
appointment at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner,
or for more information, call 468-8600.

Healthy sleep equals healthy
life - new year, new you
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Another year has
ended and a new year
begun, so it’s time to reflect upon ourselves and
determine how we can improve our overall health. If we
follow the recommended sleep duration of eight hours
per day, then we know that we would be sleeping for at
least one-third of our life. This one-third plays a very intricate role in improving the other two-thirds of our life.
Therefore, I want to share with all of the readers a few
tips on making the sleep better this year.
Here are a few questions to ask yourself to see if you
would benefit from a change.
Do I sleep enough every night?
Is my sleep a quality sleep?
Would I feel any different if slept longer and better?
Am I experiencing concentration, memory or social problems at work or at home?
Sleep disorders can lead not only to being tired and
sleepy but to a slew of other physical and mental health
problems.
Follow these tips to establish healthy sleep habits.
Keep a consistent sleep schedule. Get up at the
same time every day, even on weekends or during vacations.
Set a bedtime that is early enough for you to get at
least seven hours of sleep.
Don’t go to bed unless you are sleepy.
If you don’t fall asleep after 20 minutes, get out of
bed.
Establish a relaxing bedtime routine.
Use your bed only for sleep and sex.

Make your bedroom quiet and relaxing. Keep the
room at a comfortable, cool temperature.
Limit exposure to bright light in the evenings.
Turn off electronic devices at least 30 minutes before bedtime.
Don’t eat a large meal before bedtime. If you are
hungry at night, eat a light, healthy snack.
Exercise regularly and maintain a healthy diet.
Avoid consuming caffeine in the late afternoon or
evening.
Avoid consuming alcohol before bedtime.
Reduce your fluid intake before bedtime.
Practice these tips yourself. These tips are not only
beneficial to quality sleep in children, but in adults as
well. Practicing these sleep habits yourself will increase
your own energy during the daytime as well as set a positive example for your children. Let your kids know that
“Healthy sleep equals healthy life” is for everybody and
that the whole family would benefit from it.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his undergraduate degree
at LSU-Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New
Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the
medical director at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located
at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its kind
accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for
treating children and adults with any of sleep-related conditions.
Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medicine by the American
Board of Family Medicine and currently practices pediatric/adult
sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Innovative
cancer care,
close to home.
We do more than just offer advanced, innovative
cancer treatments. We ensure our patients
receive compassionate, personalized care
throughout their journey from a collaborative
team of experts, including physicians, nurses,
social workers, researchers and more.
How we care for our patients:
• Multidisciplinary approach to care, with many
appointments on the same day
• We treat the whole patient, not just
the disease
Specialties include Hematology, Neuroendocrine
Tumors, Infusion, Interventional Radiology, and
Advanced Imaging.

Visit Ochnser.org/schedule
or call 504.443.9500

200 W. Esplanade Ave | Kenner, LA 70065
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What’s behind your arthritis:
Wear and tear or inflammation?

PARTNERS
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE • ELITE SERVICE

By Craig Goodwin

$135,000
2513 ORIOLE Street • Slidell

DANIELLE KORNDORFFER
REALTOR | TOP PRODUCER
Residential • Commercial
m: 250-1610
o: 305-4930 x 128
3330 Veterans Blvd. Ste. C
Metairie, LA

$799,000
2396 St. Thomas Street • New Orleans

For Lease (Commercial) in
Kenner, $3500/month

For Lease (Commercial) in
Metairie, $3500/month

14 W 24th Street

3425 Metairie Road

www.Daniellenolarealtor.com.
dkorn504@gmail.com

Each office independently owned and operated
Licensed in the State of Louisiana

“Where Customers Send Their Friends”
~ Same Ownership For 44 Years ~

Ask About Our Written Warranty
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Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
Medical School Department of Allied Health
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is coauthor and contributing writer to the Kenner
Orthopedic column.

Community

AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION /
DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

504-466-1381

Kenner joins NFL Flag Football League

www.dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

Inflammatory
and noninflammatory arthritis are the
two most common forms of this condition. There
are many different types of arthritis, but the most
common type of inflammatory arthritis is rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and the most common type
of noninflammatory arthritis is osteoarthritis
(OA).
Rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis
have very different types of causes.
The noninflammatory arthritis, osteoarthritis, is caused by wear and tear of the joints,
but this can still result in some inflammation as
a result. It’s the cause that determines the type.
OA happens when cartilage in the joint breaks
down. This can happen from everyday activities
that can contribute to it later in life, as well as
being overweight and putting extra stress on the
joints. OA is commonly found in the knees, hips,
spine and hands.
Rheumatoid arthritis is more complicated
as a disease and usually affects the hands, wrists,
elbows, knees, ankles and feet. Like psoriasis
and lupus, RA is an autoimmune disease. The
cause of RA is still unknown, but since women
are more likely than men to be diagnosed, some
scientists believe it could be the result of hormones or genetic factors.
When patients come with an aching knee,
hip, shoulder or other joint, there’s three questions I typically ask to uncover what type of arthritis is affecting them.
First, I ask if their pain gets better or worse
as the day progresses. If the pain is worse in the
morning, that usually suggests inflammatory conditions, like RA. Pain that worsens throughout
the day is likely caused by wear and tear types
like OA.
Next, I ask if they experience any kind of
stiffness. If it’s 15 or 20 minutes in the morning
and not too bothersome, then that tells me it’s
likely degenerative arthritis or OA. But if some-

one tells me it usually takes about 30 to 45 minutes to loosen up each day, then that’s more likely
caused from RA. The third thing I ask is if their
joints are painful on one side of the body or both.
If the arthritis is symmetrical, affecting both
shoulders or wrists for example, then that tells
me it’s an inflammatory condition. Otherwise, I’ll
hear things such as “Everything’s ok except for
my left elbow” or “My right knee is killing me.”
That’s a sign of OA, the less serious condition.
However, arthritis symptoms can come
about at different times. For example, one’s left
knee may begin to hurt but then a couple weeks
later, it’s both knees.
The next step is getting exams and x-rays.
These physical exams are critical to ruling out
which joints are affected by either inflammatory
or degenerative arthritis.
There’s no cure for OA or RA, but both conditions are treatable. Living with either of these
can be a challenge, but lifestyle changes help
with these conditions. Changes like exercise and
weight loss help relieve the burden on joints. Assistive devices offer some help such as canes and
equipment that can help open jar lids, etc., and
also using raised seats.
Knowing what type of arthritis affects you
and seeking and sticking to treatment will allow
you to stay physically active within your limits
and make you feel more comfortable in the years
ahead.

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

On January 17, 2019, Kenner Mayor Ben
Zahn announced that the city of Kenner will participate in the NFL Flag Football League for the
2019 football season.
Games will be played at multiple recreation
facilities throughout the city and will be available
for both boys and girls between the ages of five
and 17.
“We are always looking to give kids more quality choices at our playgrounds and this is a very
popular option,” Mayor Zahn said.
Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Chad

Pitfield said partnering with the NFL means a
number of exciting benefits for the kids in the
league. Those benefits include authentic NFL uniforms, NFL-sanctioned coaching clinics and the
opportunity for travel throughout the country for
teams that excel.
“While our tackle football league remains
very popular,” Pitfield said, “this provides a noncontact alternative.”
Additional details on the league and how to
register will be posted as the fall season approaches, Zahn and Pitfield said.
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Kenner City Council elects new officers
OPENING IN 2020!

New 21st Century Facility with 9 Science Labs,
Teaching Kitchen, Art and Music Studios!
Kenner District 5 Councilman
BRIAN BRENNAN
Kenner City Council members voted to elect
Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan as
council president and Kenner Councilwomanat-large Kristi K. McKinney as vice-president by
adopted resolution per rules of the city charter on
December 21, 2018. Outgoing council president was
Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael Sigur and the

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2019 @ 6 PM
201 VINTAGE DRIVE, KENNER
To register for open house go to
discoveryhsf.org/open-house

previous vice president was Councilman Brennan.
The city council elects officers every six months.
The council president runs the council meetings and
the vice-president acts as council president in the
absence of the council president. The new positions
became effective January 1, 2019.

EJLD safe house complex nearing completion
Construction of the $10.5 million East Jefferson Levee District (EJLD) Safe Room and Consolidated Facility began in September 2017 and is expected to be completed in March
of 2019. The new
27,000 square-foot
complex, located
on four acres, will
bring together the
EJLD’s 60-person
administrative,
maintenance and
police personnel
in a single facility
and provide safe
housing for 40 essential emergency
personnel employees during tropical storm and hurricane events. The
safe room will be able to withstand
200 mile per hour winds.
The building will have an
8,000-gallon fuel tank that will be
linked to a stand-by generator by
underground fuel piping to power
the building during an outage. Emergency vehicles will be fueled by an
above-ground diesel fuel tank.

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Kenner Councilwoman-at-large, A
KRISTI MCKINNEY

The EJLD complex in south Kenner is located at 1100 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive on the
lake side near the Mississippi River. The building
will provide office
space for administrative, maintenance and levee
district
police
personnel and will
include an 11,000
square foot maintenance shop. The
land is part of an
old airport-buyout
property.

Apply Online at DiscoveryApplication.com
before the FEBRUARY 15TH DEADLINE.

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF A DISCOVERY EDUCATION
1:1 Student Computing Dual Enrollment Biomedical Program
Honors & AP Classes Special Needs Resources
Family Support Services Positive School Culture
Robust Athletic Program No Tuition No Admissions Test

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

We now carry

RANDAZZO’S
Camellia City Bakery
Small & medium
Special orders available for
large or any filling
(cream cheese, pecan praline,
strawberry & lemon)

Also available at:
Ice Cold

KEG
BEERTo Go!
20 Pack
Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18.99

2215 Hickory, Harahan
7 am - 6 pm - 7 days a week
305-5564
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Insurance

Looking for the right
financial advisor?
Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
909 West Esplanade Ave.
Suite 109
Kenner, LA 70065
504-467-3995

MKT-5894I-A

Member SIPC

Mardi Gras Balls Updos at Georgy’s

Workers’ comp might not suffice,
so consider disability insurance
By Marie M. Clesi
Think you’re
immune to accidents? According to
the U.S. Social Security Administration, 20-yearold workers have a one in four chance of becoming disabled by age 67. In fact, the average American drawing Social Security disability insurance
benefits is 50 years old. The average Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) is only $1,113 per
month. Is that enough to cover living expenses?
For most of us, the answer is likely no.
Myth: I can rely on workers’ comp
Many people mistakenly think so. According
to the Council for Disability Awareness, a small
fraction of disabilities is covered by workers’ compensation insurance and the benefits are often
temporary. Similarly, qualifying for SSDI can be
difficult, and approval can take months.
What’s the solution?
For maximum protection, make sure you
have both short-term and long-term disability insurance. Many employers offer short-term coverage that will typically replace around 40 to 60 percent of your income for three to six months while
recovering from a temporary disability.
As the name implies, long-term coverage provides you with income during a lengthy or permanent disability. These benefits usually start three
to six months after a person becomes disabled
and can continue for a period of several years or

until age 70. For additional protection, consider
augmenting this coverage with a personal policy.
What should you look for in a policy?
Here are some considerations:
“Disability” definition: Must you be unable to
perform your regular job or any job? Be sure you
understand the definition.
Onset of benefits: If your savings can cover
several months of expenses, reduce monthly premiums with a longer waiting period.
Partial benefits: These can provide you with
some income if you can’t work full capacity.
Cost-of-living adjustment (COLA): Adding a
COLA option will increase benefits to keep pace
with inflated living expenses.
It pays to do your homework and talk with a
professional before selecting the policy that best
fits your needs and budget.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto,
home, renters, life and health insurance along
with financial services. Clesi’s office is located
at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner.
Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.
b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net. Neither State Farm nor its agents
provide tax or legal advice.

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

Automotive
Check your tire pressure more
often as temperatures drop
By Scott Zimmerman
When
the
weather turns colder,
your tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) light
on your dashboard goes on more frequently. Check
your tire pressure often during winter so that won’t
happen and as a result your vehicle will be safe.
This is the time of year motorists often see
TPMS warnings and become alarmed about their
tires and safety. The light usually goes on in the
morning at the coldest part of the day. As the day
warms up, there is a chance the light will go away
but that is not likely because the tires will probably still be a few PSI under-inflated.
The U.S. Tire Manufacturers Association reports for every 10 degree drop in temperature, tire
pressure decreases one to two pounds per square
inch (PSI).
Vehicle safety, tire life and gas mileage are
reasons why it’s important to check tire pressure regularly. Improper tire pressure can lower
gas mileage by 0.3 percent for every one PSI drop

in tire pressure in four tires. When correct tire
pressure is maintained, fuel efficiency can be improved by up to 3.3 percent.
At a minimum, tire pressure should be
checked monthly. The TPMS warning in some
newer cars sometimes do not alert drivers until
the tire is significantly under-inflated. When there
is a significant weather change, particularly in the
winter months, it is important to check tire pressure.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through
Friday and 8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturdays.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.
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Education
Your vote on educator pay raise
millage matters to teachers, kids,
Jefferson Parish
Throughout my career as superintendent, I’ve
always realized the importance of fair compensation. It’s a priority to me, because we’re only as
good as the professionals who work with and for
our children every day.
About four months ago, the Jefferson Parish
School Board asked me to create a compensation
plan that would help us retain our best educators and
attract the top new talent for our students. Jefferson
Parish citizens will vote on that plan during the May
4 election. It’s an increase of 7.9 mills. Even with the
increase, Jefferson Parish would still have one of the
lowest school property taxes in the region. We are also
scrubbing our budget so the district can internally
fund $5.6 million of the total plan.
Increasing teacher pay will help the district
keep its best teachers and recruit the best new educators to join our team. Starting teacher pay in Jefferson
Parish currently ranks eighth out of the nine parishes
in our region. Average teacher pay in Jefferson Parish trails both the state and nation. Every year we’re
losing about 40 percent of our new teachers and 30
percent of our veteran teachers. Over the last three
years alone, we have lost over 1,500 teachers.
Under my plan, the average teacher in JP
Schools would see an increase of $3,360 in base salary.
Teachers would also be eligible for additional stipends
for working in exceptionally low socio-economic
schools, schools with an exceptionally high population of students who don’t speak English as their
primary language and for teaching subjects where we
currently struggle to find certified educators.
This plan comes from hundreds of meetings over
the last year with employees, parents, community

members and business leaders. I tried to deliver a forward-looking plan that overcomes the concerns from
the last proposal. Without a doubt, and with any such
effort, there will be components of the plan that are
liked and some that are disliked. I do believe, however,
the comprehensiveness of the plan shows value to our
employees and is cognizant of our public’s desires.
I urge you to become informed about this
important decision and vote on May 4. You can
view the entire proposal and keep up with the latest news and happenings surrounding the issue at
jpschools.org/employeecompensation. If you have
any questions about the plan, you can email us at
employeepay@jppss.k12.la.us.
It’s our job to provide the education our students
deserve to succeed in life and make our world a better
place. The success of JP Schools matters to anyone
who lives or works in Jefferson Parish. A strong public school system leads to a better economy, higher
property values, improved health care, a more talented workforce and lower crime rates. We have to do
better for our kids. The best way to improve student
outcomes is to ensure that every child learns from an
effective teacher.
Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System, the largest and
most diverse district in Louisiana, serving around
50,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the
public school system, educated in Louisiana public
schools and spending his entire career serving children and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

Jefferson Parish Public School System
2019-2020 academic calendar approved
The Jefferson Parish School Board approved
the 2019-2020 academic calendar for the Jefferson
Parish Public School System during its January 10,
2019 meeting.
The calendar meets all state requirements,
maximizes the amount of uninterrupted instructional
time and provides teachers with the opportunity to
grow through effective professional development.
Calendar highlights
Teachers start August 5. Students in grades 1
through 12 begin August 8. Kindergarten and prekindergarten students start August 15 through 16.
The district will no longer have four early release days for teacher professional development
(PD). Instead, two full days will be used for teacher
PD. These dates are September 16 and January 6.
Students will not have school on these days.
Thanksgiving break is November 25 through
29, winter break is December 23 to January 3, Mardi
Gras break is February 24 through 28 and spring

break is April 10 to 14.
Other student holidays include Labor Day
on September 2, fall break from October 10 and 11,
teacher PD/parent conferences on November 11,
Martin Luther King Day on January 20 and teacher
PD/parent conferences on March 13.
The last day for students is May 21 and the last
day for teachers is May 22.
The calendar is subject to change for the 2020
state assessment schedule.
Multiple dates are reserved as make-up days for
inclement weather.
A JPPSS calendar committee created calendar
guidelines and community input was used to develop
three calendar options. The community was then
invited to vote for one of three calendar options
through an online survey. The winning calendar option received just over half the votes.
The entire calendar can be viewed on the district’s website at jpschools.org/calendar.

High
Interest
Checking

2.02%

By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent

(APY)*

on balances up to $20,000
if qualifications are met

1.00

%

(APY)*
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QUALIFICATIONS:

on balances over 20,000
if qualifications are met

1) Have at least 12 Gulf Coast Bank & Trust issued debit card
transactions** post and settle to account each qualification
cycle.

0.10%

2) Have at least one automatic payment (ACH), direct deposit,
or online bill payment post and settle to account each qualification
cycle.

$

(APY)*

and

paid if qualifications
are not met

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 01/02/2019. Rates may change at any time. Minimum to open is
20.00. If qualifications are met during each monthly qualification cycle: balances up to $20,000 receive 2.02% APY and
balances over $20,000 earn 1.00% APY on portion of balance over $20,000 resulting in a range from 2.02%–1.00% APY
depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY.
$

**ATM transactions, including debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by the bank as ATM
transactions, refunds for Point of Sale purchases, and internal transfers do not count towards qualifying debit card
transactions for purposes of earning a higher Annual Percentage yield and ATM refunds within the Interest Checking Account. Only debit card transactions processed by merchants and received
by the bank as POS ( Point of Sale) transactions count towards qualifying debit card transactions. Qualifying transactions must post and settle to the account during the monthly qualification
cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date the transaction was made to post to an account. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means your qualification cycle will always
end one business day prior to the statement cycle date. The statement cycle date is the 15th of the month, except if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday your statement will be cut on the Friday
before the 15th. If the 15th falls on a Federal holiday your statement will be cut on the previous business day. See banker for current APY (annual percentage yield). ATM fees will be refunded to
your account each cycle that qualifications are met; up to a limit of $25.00 per qualification cycle. ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle that qualifications are not met. Fees may reduce
earnings. Available for personal accounts only. Limited to one account per social security number. See banker for more details. Monthly paper statement fee of $4.85 waived if average month
to date balance of $5,000 or greater OR average month to date balance of $25,000 or greater in qualifying deposits OR account is set up for eStatements. $5 fee for lost or damaged card.

Ask a Banker to learn more | GULFBANK.COM | 504.561.6124
GCB_SAILING_KennerStarHIGHad8440.indd 2

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

12/19/18 4:03 PM

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
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“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children
SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night.
Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life. We want to improve
your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep
medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF
• Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
ACCEPTS MOST
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
• Restless leg syndrome
MEDICARE AND
• Insomnia
MEDICAID

405-5582
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 • 4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Kenner School Spotlight:
GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is a school of
excellence in Kenner. As a SACS accredited
school, Greenlawn offers a safe and dynamic
learning environment for a diverse range of
students in grades pre-K through 5. The
students of Greenlawn are provided with the
knowledge to succeed in the present and to
be the leaders of the future through the engaging teaching methods of its
certified educators. Greenlawn believes it is important to exercise the mind
and body by providing its students with top technology, such as Promethean
Boards, and with the health exercise program, CATCH. Greenlawn’s faculty
and staff strive to make learning fun
and engaging for all of its students by
providing them with educational tools
that are useful, beneficial, and above
all, “for the kids.”
The principal of Greenlawn is Mary
Defusco. Greenlawn is represented
on the Jefferson Parish School
Board by Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge.
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is located at 1500 38th Street in Kenner. For
more information, visit greenlawn.jpschools.org or call (504) 468-1016.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger
Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Advertise in the
468-9125

Community
Eldredge, McDonald and Oates to headline
Family Gras 2019
of Caesar parade. An American
singer, songwriter, keyboardist
and record producer whose career spans more than 45 years,
McDonald just released his first
studio album in over nine years,
“Wide Open.” After perfecting his
craft as a studio musician, McDonald became an integral member of Steely Dan before joining
the Doobie Brothers. McDonald
sang the lead vocals on some
of the band’s best-known songs
such as “Takin’ It to the Streets,”
“Minute by Minute,” and “What
a Fool Believes” which became
a number one single in the U.S.
and earned him a 1980 Grammy
Award for “Song of the Year” along
with co-writer Kenny Loggins.
On opening night, Friday,
John Oates, a Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame inductee, and one half of
the duo Hall & Oates will perform
following the Krewe of Excalibur’s
parade. Oates is a singer/
Brett Eldredge
songwriter who co-wrote many
Headlining the 12th annual Family Gras
of the top 10 songs (with Hall) including “Sara
are country sensation Brett Eldredge, Grammy
Smile,” “She’s Gone,” “Out of Touch.” Oates also
Award winner Michael McDonald and Rock and
co-wrote “You Make My Dreams,” “I Can’t Go for
Roll Hall of Fame inductee John Oates. Family
That (No Can Do),” and “Maneater.” Oates will
Gras will be held in
perform Hall & Oates
its new Clearview
favorites as well as
Shopping Center
songs from his most
concert venue on
recent solo album
Friday
through
“Arkansas.”
Sunday, February
The concerts
22, 23 and 24, 2019.
are free but VIP
A free event, Family
“Royal Pass” tickets
Gras will offer the
can be purchased
traditional Mardi
for the three-day
Gras parades each
weekend online at
day,
authentic
Ticketmaster or onNew Orleans cuisite during the festisine, a kids’ court
val. This is a rain or
with face painting,
shine event. No pets,
Michael McDonald
unique hand wax
ice chests, coolers
art along with interactive games and outdoor
or outside food or drinks of any kind will be
concerts by national artists and Louisiana’s own
allowed on festival grounds. Clearview Shopmusicians. The art market will be filled with a
ping Center is located at 4436 Veterans Memovariety of items from Louisiana photography, rial Boulevard. Find more details about Family
framed artwork, regional decor, folk art, hair ac- Gras at www.visitjeffersonparish.com.
cessories, hand-crafted jewelry and more.
Platinum-record selling Eldredge will
close Family Gras 2019 following the inaugural Krewe of Kings parade on Sunday. At
31-years old, Brett Eldredge is a freight-train
of momentum singing progressive country with
a mix of classic pop and soul. He dropped his
first two albums into the top two positions of
Billboard’s country chart with “Bring You Back”
and “Illinois.” He did the same with an incredible six singles in a row all hitting number
one. Eldredge earned seven Gold or Platinum
certifications, won 2014’s CMA New Artist of
the Year award and recently was featured on
NBC’s “Christmas in Rockefeller Center” special, ABC’s “The Wonderful World of Disney:
Magical Holiday Celebration.”
Saturday will close with five-time,
John Oates
Grammy-winning artist Michael McDonald
who will take the stage following the Krewe

KENNER STR  FEBRUARY 2019

Finance
Roth vs. traditional 401(k):
Which is right for you?
By Christina Sulli Wilson
Think about your
loved ones. What will
their future be like? Can you picture them living in your
house many years from now? Can you picture your children going to college? Can you picture your spouse or
partner enjoying a comfortable retirement? These are
all pleasant visions – but what if you weren’t in these
pictures?
If you were no longer around, you’d leave a gaping
hole in the lives of your survivors. The emotional element
would be tough enough, but the financial aspect – the
permanent loss of your income – could be devastating to
all the hopes you’ve had for your family members. Fortunately, you can help prevent this “worst-case” scenario
from happening – if you have sufficient life insurance.
Unfortunately, a lot of people don’t – even when
they recognize the need. LIMRA and Life Happens, two
organizations that provide education on life insurance,
report the following:
Only four in 10 Americans own an individual life
insurance policy – although 85 percent say that most
people need life insurance.
More than one-third of all households report that
they would feel an adverse financial impact within one
month of losing a primary wage earner’s income, while
nearly half would feel an impact in just six months.
What’s keeping people from providing adequate insurance for their families? Here’s a sampling of the most
common reasons:
“I just don’t want to think about it.” Let’s face it
– like almost everybody, you probably don’t like to think
about death. And consequently, you may well be inclined
to postpone thinking about life insurance. But if you can
just envision what your loved ones’ lives would be like
without you, in terms of their financial situation, you will
find it easier to address your insurance needs in a calmer,
more analytical manner.

“I have other financial priorities.” You will always
have financial obligations – mortgage or rent payments,
car payments, credit card bills, student loans, etc. You
can’t ignore these expenses, but ask yourself this: Do
any of them really take priority over the future happiness
and welfare of your loved ones? Since the answer to this
question is obviously “no,” you will likely conclude that
maintaining adequate life insurance is one of the most
important financial moves you can make.
“I can’t afford life insurance.” If you think life insurance is prohibitively expensive, you’re not alone. In
fact, 80 percent of consumers think life insurance costs
more than it does, according to LIMRA and Life Happens, while nearly half of the “millennial” generation
estimates the cost at five times more than the actual
amount. In reality, some types of life insurance, such as
term insurance, are highly affordable.
“I don’t know how much insurance I’ll need.” To
determine an appropriate level of coverage, you’ll need
to consider a variety of factors, such as the number and
age of your dependents, size of your mortgage, spousal
income, amount of employer-provided insurance, and so
on. A financial professional can help you calculate the
amount of protection you need.
As you can see, none of the reasons listed above
should really keep you from adding life insurance to your
overall financial strategy. So, take action soon to help ensure that your wishes for your family’s future will become
reality.
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T H E L AW O F F I C E O F

LEWIS-CRAWFORD
Se habla Español

504-616-9559
Family Law
Personal Injury
Workers Comp
Traffic Tickets
More!
KENNER | BATON ROUGE

JAHIDA L. LEWIS-CRAWFORD
lewiscrawfordlaw.com

Yes, it’s
personal!

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with
Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached
at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com.
Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors
cannot provide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney
or qualified tax advisor for advice.

Law

Comparative fault – What is it and
how can it affect my damages claim?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
In order to receive compensation
for damages such as
medical expenses, lost wages and pain and suffering
caused by someone else whether it be a car accident,
slip and fall, or some other negligent harm done, you
must first prove that the other person or entity was at
fault. Proving fault is vital to your case; if you cannot
prove fault, you do not receive compensation. You do
not, however, have to prove that you were free from
fault.
Louisiana Law recognizes that there are many
situations in which fault can be attributed to more
than one party. “Comparative fault” refers to the situation in which more than one party is at-fault for an
accident, including possibly the party claiming damages. In Louisiana, you can recover compensation
from any other at-fault party, regardless of the degree
of your own fault that attributed to the accident. However, under Louisiana’s pure comparative negligence
laws, your compensation will be reduced by the percentage of your own fault.

In a traffic accident for example, let’s say that
another driver fails to yield at a stop sign and pulls
out in front of you while you were driving a few miles
over the speed limit. The driver who failed to yield is
largely at fault for the accident, but your speed also
contributed to the accident in some way. After a civil
trial, the jury determines that the other driver is 80
percent at fault, but because you were speeding you
are also 20 percent at fault for the accident. For simplicity, assume that your total damages are $100,000.
Under Louisiana’s comparative fault rules, you are
only entitled to recover $80,000 from the other driver
(your $100,000 in total damages less your own 20 percent liability).
If a case goes to trial, a judge or jury will determine the percentages of fault attributable to each
party, and the award or awards will be reduced accordingly. Prior to trial, an insurance claims adjuster
will consider these comparative fault rules when
evaluating the value of your claim, because adjusters
often try to anticipate what would happen should the
disputed claim go to court. Remember though, that

there is no definite means of allocating fault, and any
assignment of comparative fault will ultimately come
down to you or your attorney’s ability to negotiate with
an insurance claims adjuster or to persuade a judge
or jury.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should
not be construed to constitute legal advice.

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center,
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at
704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.
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Recipe Corner

Beware of SSA fraudulent phone calls

EGGNOG

By foodieforone.com
For the love of eggnog! It’s February, and soon
St. Valentine’s Day, so allow me to extol this wonderous
liquid custard. Stavo says eggnog is simply an ice cream base,
stopped short of the aerating and freezing. For me, it’s a nutritious food and
drink. Medicinal. Full of protein and calcium and vitamins and sugar.
It’s been reported that an all eggnog diet once saved the life of an emaciated dog who
hadn’t eaten in weeks so its calories are a nutritional boost not to shy away from. It’s a
treat to be savored. And now, it’s gone! Zapped from grocery shelves, reappearing for
Thanksgiving. But why? Is eggnog better consumed in cold months? Holidays?
I’ve become accustomed to my eggnog latte every morning, even pouring a drizzle of
eggnog over my cereal. So, I will prepare my own. A small amount, to last three or four
days, and then I will make more.
INGREDIENTS
3 egg yolks; 1/2 cup Sugar; 1 cup whole milk; 1/2 cup heavy cream; Pinch of salt,
cloves, nutmeg; A few drops of vanilla
DIRECTIONS
1 cup whole milk; 1/2 cup heavy cream; 1/2 cup sugar
Add ingredients in a pot over medium to low heat, stirring constantly for five minutes,
stirring constantly. Remove from heat. In a different bowl, whisk three egg yolks until
well blended and very slowly, begin to incorporate a stream of the warm liquid into the
egg yolks, while stirring. Return entire mixture to original pot over medium low heat for
an additional five minutes. Remove from heat and add small pinches of salt, nutmeg,
cloves and a few drops of vanilla.
Allow to cool completely and refrigerate in a jar or closed container. Enjoy spoonsful in
your coffee, latte, cereal or oatmeal.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by
step photos visit foodieforone.com.

The Social Security Administration (SSA) has
become aware of reports of fraudulent telephone
calls from individuals claiming to represent the SSA.
In them, unknown callers are using threatening language to warn unknowing victims that they will be
arrested or face other legal action if they fail to call
a provided phone number or press the number indicated in the message to address the issue. In some
instances, these unknown callers switch tactics and
communicate that they want to help an individual
with activating a suspended Social Security number.
Such calls are a scam and are not coming from official SSA representatives.
The SSA encourages people to inform members and extended networks not to engage with such

Community
KBA raises and donates $11,850 to community
The Kenner Business Association continued
their annual tradition of supporting local organizations at their January 2019 meeting. The KBA donated $4,650 to Joey’s Hope NOLA, a charitable organization developed to honor and commemorate the
life of USMC Sgt. Joseph Anthony Bovia, a lifelong
resident of Kenner, who was killed in Afghanistan
in 2010.
The Kenner Soccer Team also received a
$4,650 donation from the KBA and the Kenner Fire
Department received $2,550 from the association to
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callers and to report any suspicious calls to Social
Security’s Office of the Inspector General by calling
1-800-269-0271 or submitting a report on the OIG
website. The SSA also urges recipients to read and
share their Social Security Matters blog, https://blog.
ssa.gov, which provides more information on the nature of these fraudulent calls, as well as instructions
on how to report such activity.
“Social Security is committed to protecting the
privacy and security of the people we serve,” said
Dawn Bystry, acting deputy associate commissioner
of the SSA Office of Strategic and Digital Communications. “We appreciate your help in spreading the
word about this important topic.”

purchase protective bags for their air masks.
“The Kenner Business Association has given
back to the community as part of their mission since
their inception in 1985,” said KBA President Ann
Branigan.
The money was raised by the KBA at their annual holiday party fundraiser held on December 11,
2018, with all proceeds benefiting the three organizations chosen by the holiday party committee.

“Tremendous support was received from our
community sponsors and elected officials allowing
KBA to double the proceeds from the previous year,”
said Branigan.
All funds came from the proceeds raised
through sponsorships, admission fees and auction
items. KBA did not keep any of the monies raised.
Sponsor levels ranged from $250 to $2,000. This is
the KBA’s only fundraiser of the year and it was attended by 130 guests with 22 sponsors spanning four
levels of participation.
“The Kenner Business Association has been
blessed to have both our members and guests support our organization’s activities throughout the
year,” said Branigan. “Through our board of volunteers, whose efforts are truly amazing, we are fortunate to be able to give back to the community.”

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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Banking
It’s time to give up unproductive debt
By Guy Williams
As we celebrate Mardi Gras – world
famous for parades, costumes, food, indulgence and decadence – sometimes
our minds drift to the origin of the celebration, a last chance for revelry before the 40-day Lent period. As
surely as Rex follows Zulu, Ash Wednesday follows Fat Tuesday, and
many of us ponder what to give up this year. I usually go with sweets.
This Lent I encourage you to think about giving up unproductive debt. What do I mean by unproductive debt? Some debt, like a
mortgage, car loan, small business loan or college loan (although
not always – more on this in a later column), can be productive. We
pay mortgages in lieu of rent and they help us build up equity in our
homes so we can eventually own them free and clear. We pay car loans
so we can afford transportation to and from work even if we can’t
afford the full price of the car up front. These forms of debt usually
carry low interest rates, help us build up good credit and help us fulfill
personal and financial goals of home ownership and independence.
As long as we can afford the monthly payments, this debt can be a
perfectly acceptable part of a financial plan.
So, what types of debt are unproductive? The biggest culprit is
credit card debt. Interest rates can be astronomical – 30 percent versus three or four percent for a mortgage! “What’s in your wallet?” In
addition, credit card balances have a way of continuing to balloon
until the burden starts to feel unbearable.

They say that if you are in a hole, the first step is to stop digging.
If you find yourself deep in a credit card debt hole, the first step is
to stop making things worse. Set a budget and stick to it. Then try to
start paying off a little each month, starting with the card with the
highest rate. Some peer-to-peer lending sites allow for debt consolidation so you can refinance your credit card debt at a lower rate, making
the burden more manageable. Credit card debt can be toxic since you
are not building up any equity. The high interest rate means the balance will keep expanding and that will hurt your credit score.
As bad as credit card debt is, payday loans are even worse. If you
are in the payday loan trap, just stop, even if it means rice and beans
for 30 days. If you can’t go cold turkey, resolve to reduce the payday
loan balance by 30 percent at each renewal.
This Lenten season let’s focus on removing unproductive debt
from our lives by trying to pay off our credit cards in full each month
and working on a plan to reduce current debt loads. Check out financial literacy events if you need more help.
Happy Mardi Gras!
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf
Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Government

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

LDEQ closes two compliance orders for Kenner’s sewage system
treatment facility. As a result of the city’s efforts and upgrades to the
sewer system, state officials determined that the issues that prompted the two compliance orders have been completely addressed.
Additionally, the LDEQ decided no penalties will be assessed
related to those orders.
“This is an example of my administration and the Kenner City
Council working together and moving Kenner forward,” said Mayor
Zahn.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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“In early January 2019, we received great news from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that the state has closed
two of the compliance orders that required the city to overhaul the
sewerage system throughout Kenner,” said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn.
The city has been under multiple compliance orders issued by
the state for problems with its sanitary sewerage system dating back
to 2003. The city received funding from LDEQ in the form of loans for
the purpose of upgrading its sanitary sewer system and wastewater
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Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30 Fri 11-8:30 Sat 11-8

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8243
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd 1

1/24/16 9:34 AM

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Training opportunities for first responders hosted in Kenner
Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) has created a two-year training and exercise
plan that focuses on what matters most to its first responder community in terms of preparing for hazards
or dangers that could impact the quality of life for residents and businesses.
Kenner OEM has worked with the Governor’s
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness to bring nearly a dozen free classes on topics that
Kenner Police and Fire Department staff will attend.
Mutual aid partners are invited, too – not only the city’s
East Jefferson EMS partners, but also government entities that help on scenes, including East Jefferson Levee
District Police, other area fire and police departments
and team members from federal, state and local governments.
The classes are paid for through a variety of grants.

Regional private industry partners from the petrochemical sector and area medical facilities are also
attending.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said it’s important to include businesses in preparedness and training activities.
“By including local and neighboring business partners in
our training sessions, we learn from each other,” said
Mayor Zahn. “We are increasing our ability to be ready
for the next incident that could occur here. I’m very excited for this opportunity hosted by our Office of Emergency Management and continuing to improve the lives
of the community as well as enhance the capabilities of
our Kenner team.”
Doug Dodt, the director of Kenner’s Office of
Emergency Management, said the training will be a
great benefit to the city. “Opportunities like the upcoming courses can help take our training to the next level to

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

February 7 & 21
at Copeland Towers Suite
& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

19,405

THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED
VOTER HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
THAT RECEIVE
THE KENNER STAR
FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

enhance understanding between the disciplines about
roles, expectations and building trust for when the incident eventually occurs,” said Dodt. “From a planning
perspective, it’s important to improve response and
recovery plans with training steps and mitigation efforts with hundreds of first responders training in the
months ahead at our Emergency Operations Center.”
The courses address response capabilities to a
variety of public safety situations, including an incident
at a shopping mall, a train derailment with hazardous
chemicals, an emergency incident in a commercial district, a plane crash or a hazardous materials incident.

These training sessions involve learning characteristics of various incidents, public safety response
considerations, command operations and strategies,
collaborative decision-making and critical information
requiring a joint response involving members from
varying disciplines and jurisdictions. The course will
enhance the response capabilities of participants by
providing them with the knowledge and tools to enable
effective response.
Courses over the months ahead will be taught
through a combination of classroom instruction, drills
and practical exercises.

Aberdeen Street closed for airport connector
road project for two months
In early January 2019, Aberdeen Street from
Veterans Boulevard to 27th Street was closed and
will be for approximately two months as part of the
airport connector road project.
Traffic headed southbound on Loyola Drive will
be detoured at Veterans Boulevard and directed west
to Greenwood Street, then south to 27th Street and
east to return to Aberdeen. Traffic headed east on

Veterans Boulevard also will be detoured at Greenwood, then sent south to 27th Street and east back
up Aberdeen. Westbound Veterans traffic will only be
able to access Aberdeen from Greenwood Street.
The closing and detours will be in place 24
hours a day and detour signs will be posted for motorists. Local traffic only will be allowed on Aberdeen
between Veterans Boulevard and 27th Street.

Kenner Office of Motor Vehicles reopens after
renovations
The Louisiana Office of Motor Vehicles express
location in Rivertown at 421 Williams Boulevard in
South Kenner reopened on January 14, 2019 after being closed last year due to renovations.

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. The phone number of the
Kenner OMV is 463-5783..

Delivered
electronically
each month.

WANT TO REACH

THOSE PEOPLE?

Call us to advertise! 468- 9125

Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - computer,
iPad, Kindle or cellphone!
Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com
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The groundhog is in for a surprise at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure
Chest’s showroom during February
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open
24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m.
until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The ca-

sino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s
website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more
information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Fri., Feb. 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
TBA

Fri., Feb. 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
La Rouge

Sat., Feb. 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
After Party

Sat., Feb. 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Kurt Brunus Project

Thurs., Feb. 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., Feb. 8
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Aaron Foret Band

Fri., Feb. 22
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
New Suit

Sat., Feb. 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Sugar Shaker

Sat., Feb. 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Monster Crawfish

Thurs., Feb. 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 28
Closed

we will award one of those qualifiers with a brand
new 2019 Lincoln MKC Crossover! Plus, on February
12, swipe at any kiosk to receive two times up to 10
times entries!
Like humans, a groundhog can get a pretty bad
case of the mid-week doldrums. In order to keep up
that groundhog’s spirits so he doesn’t peter out by
Wednesday and go back into
hibernation, we’re
going to hit
him with a
one-two punch
of sweets and
winnings with our
“Wednesday Sweet
Treats Bonus!” Every
Wednesday in February, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.,
you will receive a slot dollar bonus! Check your mailbox to see if you qualified for free or simply earn 100
tier credits each Wednesday to swipe and win up to
$1,000 slot dollars! Now that we think of it, the ground-

hog might not be tall enough to swipe at a kiosk. If you
see him having troubles, do your part to bring spring
and give him a boost, please.
All that plus amazing Valentine’s Day gifts (Feb
14), National Umbrella Day Celebration (Feb 10),
President’s Day celebration bonus (Feb 18) and delicious buffet specials! Don’t sleep on all the fun we have
planned this month at Treasure Chest. As always, we
look forward to serving you and we’ll see you on the
lake, with or without spring!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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As I’m sure
you’ve heard, folk lore
says that every February 2nd the groundhog
comes out of hibernation and pokes his cute little head
up above ground. If the groundhog sees his shadow,
he pops back down below and sleeps for another six
weeks of winter. We at Treasure Chest can’t control the
natural or ambient lighting around every groundhog
hole to make spring come sooner. But! We can make
February so incredible that he won’t want to go back
to sleep! We’ve got it all planned out.
First, since he’s a groundhog, he probably isn’t
a B Connected member. As you know, B Connected
membership brings all kinds of eye-opening benefits.
But we’re going a step further. For new members, including groundhogs (provided they’re at least 21 years
of age), we’ve got a whole mess of rewards ready for
the taking. In fact, the more a new member visits

within the first 14 days, the more rewards they can unlock, including free gifts, slot dollars and huge bonus
points! See B Connected Club for more details. And if
you see a groundhog when you get there, try not to cast
a shadow over him.
Now we know that groundhogs can’t drive. Bill
Murray proved that in the classic 1993 film. In fact, automobiles are kind of an occupational hazard
for groundhogs.
But not even
groundhogs can resist the allure of a fine
piece of luxury automotive engineering like
the 2019 Lincoln MKC
Crossover. That’s why on Saturday, February 16 (just
about the time that groundhog will have unlocked all
his new member benefits) we’re giving one away! Join
us from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. as we select qualifiers
to instantly win $250 slot dollars. Then, at 11:00 p.m.,
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Dine In or
Take Out
305-6422
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Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM

Jefferson Parish

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Individual Taxpayers Identification Numbers changes could affect you
By Rafael E. Saddy
An Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)
is a United States
tax processing num-

ber issued by the Internal Revenue Service.
The IRS issues ITINs to individuals who are
required to have a U.S. taxpayer identification
number but who do not have, and are not eligible to obtain, a Social Security number (SSN)

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

from the Social Security Administration (SSA).
The IRS has made changes to the Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)
program as a result of the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act. Your ITIN may
expire before you file a tax return in 2019. You
only need to renew an expiring ITIN if it will
be included on a U.S. tax return or claim for
refund that you plan to file in 2019. If you file a
U.S. tax return with an expired ITIN, there may
be a delay in processing your tax return. Taking
action now will help avoid delays. No action is
necessary if you do not have to file a tax return.
All ITINs not used on a federal income tax
return at least once for tax years 2015, 2016 or
2017, expired on December 31, 2018. Additionally, all ITINs with middle digits 73, 74, 75, 76,
77, 81 or 82 will expire at the end of 2018. The
IRS will begin sending the CP-48 notice; you
must renew your Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) to file your U.S. tax
return in late summer to taxpayers who have
filed a tax return containing an ITIN with the
middle digits 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 81 or 82 in the
last three years. The notice explains the steps
to take to renew the ITIN if it will be included
on a U.S. tax return filed in 2019.
The IRS encourages taxpayers to begin
the renewal process as soon as possible to
avoid the rush. There is no need to wait until
you receive notice of expiration. If you or someone in your family has an ITIN with the middle
digits 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 81 or 82 and you expect
to have a filing requirement in 2019, you can
go ahead and submit your renewal application
now. If you receive your CP-48 notice after you
begin the renewal process, you can ignore it.
No additional action will be required on your
part.
As a reminder ITINs with the middle digits of 70, 71, 72 and 80 expired. Middle digits 78
and 79 expired in 2016. Taxpayers with these
ITIN numbers can renew at any time.
What do you need to do to renew your ITIN?
To renew an expired ITIN, you must submit a completed Form W-7, Application for IRS
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number,
and all required identification documents to
the IRS. Use the most current revision of the
Form W-7 (Revision 9-2016) and refer to the
Form W-7 instructions for guidance. Forms can
be found at www.irs.gov.
To make this renewal effort easier and
reduce paperwork, all family members listed
on a tax return may renew their ITINs at the
same time. Family members include the tax
filer, spouse and any dependents claimed on
their tax return.
There are three ways taxpayers can submit their Form W-7 application package.
They can mail their form and original
identification documents or copies certified by
the agency that issued them to the IRS address
listed on the form instructions. The IRS will review the identification documents and return
them within 60 days.

They can use one of the many Certified Acceptance Agents (CAAs) authorized by the IRS
to help them apply for an ITIN. CAAs can certify all identification documents for primary and
secondary taxpayers as well as passports and
birth certificates for dependents. This saves
taxpayers from mailing original documents to
the IRS.
Those renewing ITINs can call and make
an appointment at a designated IRS Taxpayer
Assistance Center.
Visit the IRS at IRS.gov to get more help
for the 2019 tax filing season. Information is
also available in Spanish.
Community announcements
February 16 – Kenner Annual Driftwood Parade, the Krewe of Driftwood parades
through the neighborhood. For information
call 361-6785.
March 23-24 – Celebración Hispana
de Kenner in collaboration with Gala Music
Foundation, sponsors and vendors, honoring
the rich and diverse Hispanic legacy, will celebrate the 9th Kenner Hispanic Summer Fest
2019 on Saturday, March 23 and Sunday, March
24. Venue TBA at Laketown. Lineup includes
internacional El Torito Acosta, Impacto Latino,
local performers and local bands. The event
will include colorful activities for the whole
family, Latin food, live music, dances, crafts
and games for the kids. Beach chairs are welcome. No coolers, backpacks, duffle bags or
thermoses allowed. No outside food and drinks
allowed. No pets, only service animals required
for medical reasons will be allowed in the park.
Entrance fee $3 per adults (no reentry) to help
defer the cost of festival. For information on
event or sponsorship call 850-766-4602 or 4661483.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of
issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m.
and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to www.kenner.
la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to
the Kenner TV Face book/You Tube page.
I leave you with this thought. “The only
thing that hurts more than paying an income
tax is not having to pay an income tax.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent
to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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American Airlines recognizes New Orleans for exceptional customer service
On January 15, 2019, the American Airlines
team at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (MSY) was presented with the Customer
Cup, a quarterly award that recognizes the team
with the strongest performance in customer experience. The New Orleans team outperformed 26 other

like-sized airports in the categories of departure dependability, baggage performance, customer feedback and overall airport experience.
“Congratulations to the American Airlines
team at MSY on winning the Customer Cup,” Kevin
Dolliole, director of aviation at Louis Armstrong

Spirit Airlines offers new flights to four
destinations in 2019
On January 18, 2019, Spirit Airlines announced new daily, nonstop flights from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (MSY)
to Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU)
beginning May 2, 2019. The airline also recently
announced new flights to Denver and Austin beginning on February 14, 2019, and Philadelphia on May
3, 2019. With these new routes, Spirit will serve a
total of 20 destinations from MSY.
“Spirit Airlines is the fastest growing airline at
MSY. In 2013, Spirit began service in New Orleans
with one route and now serves 20 destinations from
MSY,” said Kevin Dolliole, director of aviation at
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.
“Spirit’s price point makes air travel a viable option

to more people in our area, and travelers are taking
advantage of that. Thank you to Spirit for the continued investment and dedication to the New Orleans
market.”
Since launching flights to Dallas-Ft. Worth in
2013, Spirit Airlines has grown tremendously in New
Orleans and is now the fifth largest carrier at MSY.
Just over the last year, Spirit has grown 56 percent
in total passengers. Spirit Airlines now flies from
MSY to 20 destinations including Atlanta, Austin,
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Columbus,
Dallas/Fort Worth, Denver, Detroit, Fort Lauderdale,
Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis-St.
Paul, Newark, Orlando, Philadelphia, Raleigh-Durham and Tampa.

New Orleans International Airport. “Thank you for
continuing to improve the travel experience for
customers through MSY and moving our airport in
a positive direction.”
American Airlines’ MSY team previously
earned the Customer Cup in 2013. American Air-

lines is the third largest airline at MSY with service
to seven destinations including Charlotte, Chicago,
Dallas-Ft. Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, Philadelphia
and Washington, D.C.

PALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUND

Party with Us!

The Wave

The Wave has a shared
playground with one other
party or walk-in play guests.
During playtime, your guests
will enjoy reserved seating
in our café area.

ve The Tsunami
The Private Wa
The Private Wave allows you to
have a 2-hour private party. You
will have the full playground with
just your party guests. During
playtime your guests will enjoy
the whole café area for seating.

The Tsunami is a full 2-hour
private party in our
playground and café area.
Your guests will be able to
enjoy food and drinks in the
café area during the full party.

All Parties Include: 2 hours ★ Awesome Party Host ★ White Paper Products

Juice and Soda ★ Pizza ★ Set Up ★ Clean Up ★ 1 walk-in play pass for the birthday child

Food: You may bring the following items for the party rooms: Sandwich trays,

Chicken Tenders, Fruit and Vegetable Trays and Chips with Dips.
NO OUTSIDE DRINKS ALLOWED.
Decorations: Our three private party rooms are decorated with colorful tables and chairs. However if you would
like to bring decorations, we would love to decorate your room for you! The following items are allowed:
balloons, table cloths and table toppers. We also have 7 adorable themed party room rental options for a $75 add on
price! (Frozen, Minnie, Mickey, Super Hero, Star Wars, Rainbow and Sesame Street)

504-828-8164

3011 N . I-10 Service Road East in Metairie • palmtreeplayground.com

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –
Office paper
Newspaper, including color inserts
Magazines & catalogs
Junk mail & telephone books
Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes
12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes
Other corrugated cardboard
– METAL PRODUCTS –
Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids
– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –
Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,
which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,
waxed juice & milk cartons
Essentially everything constructed out of plastic
should be marked with one of the codes shown below
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We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net

24-hour electricAl service

Guffey_0516.indd 1

4/23/16 7:26 PM

bELLCO ELECTRiC

7 Da
A W ys
eek

Residential • Commercial

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
•
BONDED
•
INSURED
LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI

Airport
from page 1

for a May 15, 2019 opening.
Construction updates
in Concourse C are that carpet has been laid and seating is being installed. Gate
counters and ticket counters are currently being installed throughout. Interior
wayfinding signs above the gates are being mounted.
The baggage handling system is being tested and refined. Airline spaces are being built-out and the 45 concessionaires have also started building-out their spaces.
Water fountains with bottle fillers are connected. The
public address system (PA) is being tested.
More parking spaces and parking options will be available at the new terminal. The
planned parking facilities for the new terminal

include over 8,000 spaces, which is more than enough
to support future growth. Those facilities include a
short-term garage, long term garage and a surface
parking lot adjacent to the new terminal and a remote
economy garage (current long-term garage) with free
shuttle service to and from the terminal. The surface
parking lot is paved and lights are in place. Pilings are
being driven for the long-term parking garage which is
expected to partially open in July 2019 and is expected
to be completed in October 2019.

Lamarque
from page 1

Advertise in the
468-9125

30,000 square foot facility is open and fully operational.
The collision center offers state-of-the-art technology
for repairs of all types of vehicles and is one of the only
body shops in the area with certifications and equipment needed for work on aluminum vehicles. It is
open on weekdays from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. with
appraisers and adjusters on hand to give immediate
repair estimates.
In addition to the Lamarque Collision Center,
Lamarque Quicklane, a new 12-bay drive-up service
facility is now in full operation allowing customers to
receive fast service needs like brakes, batteries, tires,
tune-ups, etc., on all makes and models of vehicles
with most services completed within an hour. Every
customer receives a complimentary vehicle inspection
and alignment check with all fluids being topped off as
well as a complimentary wash and vacuuming.
The Lamarque Pre-owned Superstore showroom
is also open and operational. That facility showcases
all pre-owned makes and models. The Lamarque

Pre-owned Superstore is currently being used for the
display of new Ford automobiles and new Ford trucks
while the existing Lamarque Ford dealership showroom is being remodeled. It will be expanded to add
lanes for drive-up service and will boast the new Ford
prototype image for the future. “A must see,” said Lamarque.
The Lamarque Automotive Complex will also include a new state-of-the-art super Lamarque Lincoln
dealership and construction of that facility is currently
underway. Lamarque has already placed orders for its
initial Lincoln vehicle inventory and the grand opening of the new Lamarque Lincoln is expected in May
of this year.
“Access is so important to the Lamarque Automotive Complex, which is why it has been made
convenient with the friendly gateway, the newly designated Lamarque Avenue,” said Lamarque. “The new
Lamarque Automotive Complex is well worth a visit.”
Lamarque Ford initially opened its doors
in 1977, 42 years ago. Lamarque’s website is
www.lamarque.com.
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Ochsner
from page 1

a second cath lab to meet the growing needs
of the Kenner region. This expansion will allow

Levees
from page 1

Armoring began in early October of 2017 after the
Flood Protection Authority-East completed work lifting the levees from six to 18 inches along the East Jefferson lakefront from the St. Charles Parish/Kenner
line to the Orleans Parish line in late 2017. The $8
million levee lift project was locally funded and raised
the height of the lakefront levee to 17 feet along the
length of the Lake Pontchartrain lakefront.
In areas such as the East Jefferson lakefront,
the combination of HPTRM and sod provide a superior level of armoring while still maintaining practical operation and maintenance as well as recreation
advantages for residents. HPTRM was placed from
the crown of the levee down the protected side slope
and then a specially grown sod was placed over the
top allowing the grass to grow through the mats to
anchor the sod to the levee.
“Though it probably doesn’t seem like it, the armoring is just as important to the area’s storm damage
risk reduction as are the new floodwalls, levees and
structures we have constructed,” said Ricky Boyett,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Public Affairs Specialist.
“This work is instrumental in providing the greater New
Orleans area with the best level hurricane and storm
damage risk reduction in the nation.”
The lifted levees will mitigate subsidence, account
for sea level rise and maintain levee accreditation. Continued compliance with federal accreditation standards
will maintain current FEMA flood risk assessments

Fire station
from page 1

state builds a flyover allowing traffic to directly access
the airport via Interstate10. Flyover completion is expected to take a minimum of five years.
City-owned property next to the Kenner Police
headquarters on Veterans Boulevard was considered
as a possible relocation site. However, studies show
that ground level traffic flow in that area will be severely compromised until the flyover is complete. A
portion of that property, as well as the adjoining Susan
Park recreational complex, will be taken by DOTD to
construct the on-ramp to I-10. Critical access to the
existing service road will be lost. “I cannot in good
conscience place a fire station in that location now as
we would be placing a large number of citizens at risk,”
said Chief Bergeron.
“The new location will increase the coverage area
and improve response time to a number of highly populated neighborhoods,” said Heather Hilliard, Kenner
Assistant Director of Emergency Management. “This,
coupled with our $2 million federal SAFER grant, enhances our overall emergency response capability.”
The Emergency Management Department considered more than 100 locations throughout the city.
Ultimately, this location was chosen and negotiations began with the seller, the DOTD and the city.
The appraisals ranged from $667,000 to $2.3 million.
“The purchase price of $1.5 million was a negotiated
middle range settlement, supported by the appraisals
and the method by which courts resolve differences,”
said Kenner Deputy City Attorney Ed Rapier. “We had
time restrictions from DOTD that prevented a full
expropriation process; however, expropriation would
likely have led to a higher cost as the seller had both

OMC-Kenner to serve an additional 1,500 cardiology
patients.
A cath lab, or catheterization laboratory, is a
procedural room in the hospital where a healthcare
team can diagnose and treat cardiovascular disease.
and support stable and possibly lower flood insurance
premiums and coverage requirements. The levee lifts
performed prior to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
levee armoring project will extend levee life and save an
estimated $8 to 10 million in local tax dollars.
The status of Reach 1, the section from the West
Return Wall in Kenner to the Duncan Canal, is that all
lifting and armoring has been completed and a “Notice
of Construction Complete” has been issued returning
responsibility for the operation and maintenance to
the Flood Protection Authority-East.
All silt fencing is down on Reaches 2 and 3, the
sections from the Duncan Canal to the west side of the
Suburban Pump Station. All work has been completed,
the levees are armored and sod has been placed and
is monitored. The Corps is just waiting for the sod to
become fully established.
Reaches 4 and 5 are the sections from the east
side of the Suburban Pump Station to the U.S. Coast
Guard ramp. All work has been completed and all silt
fencing has been removed. All levees are armored, sod
has been placed and is being monitored. Similar to
Reaches 2 and 3, the Corps is just waiting for the sod
to become fully established. There is a small exception
on the protected side of Reach 4 near Severn Avenue
where the contractor has its lay down yard and trailers.
All ramps, Lake Villa Drive, Severn Avenue,
Causeway Boulevard, Ridgelake Drive, Bonnabel
Canal and Homestead Avenue are now open. There
is minor sidewalk work to be completed, but the
ramps are open.

a much higher appraisal and a claim for lost business
opportunity.”
“Fortunately, the purchase of the land and the
construction of the new station are being paid out of
federal and state funds,” said Mayor Zahn, “and we
will maintain our asset next to the city’s police station
for future public use.”
A local citizens’ group had objected to the cost of
the land and the location of the fire station. “Despite
the fact that no Kenner dollars are going into this project, this particular group objected to investing this
amount of money in a low-income area,” said Mayor
Zahn, “but that is precisely where we need to invest
dollars to spur economic development.”
The construction will be performed under a
Construction Management At Risk Program (CMAR)
approved by the Joint Transportation Committee of
the State Legislature in July of 2018. “My sincere appreciation goes out to all of our partners in this process – Governor Edwards, our Kenner state Senators
and state Representatives, DOTD, New Orleans Mayor
Cantrell and her council, the New Orleans Aviation
Board and administration and our Kenner council
members,” said Mayor Zahn.
“This administration inherited a billion-dollar
construction project underway at the airport without adequate planning for vehicular access. We have
worked with all of our partners to mitigate this problem and now have a $5 million fire station development project beginning. I have enjoyed 100 percent
support from all Kenner council members in attendance at all public meetings in which this project has
been discussed,” said Mayor Zahn. “I look forward to
such continued support as the city acts as one, from
the river to the lake. We are ‘Kenner Proud.’”

Cath labs offer physicians the opportunity to instantly assess cardiovascular conditions and then perform
treatments by X-ray visualization of the blood vessels
inside the body. Patients are sent to cath labs to diagnose and treat coronary artery disease, heart attacks, chest pain, congestive heart failure, peripheral
(limb) vascular disease, pulmonary hypertension and
even pulmonary embolisms (blood clots).
Along with additional capacity to serve residents, OMC-Kenner offers the latest research and
treatment options. Ochsner Health System’s cardiology team participates in 100 clinical trials to improve
the diagnoses and treatment of cardiovascular disease.
In addition to its commitment to combating
heart disease, Kenner has dedicated resources to
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treating stroke – a condition that kills 140,000 people
annually in the U.S. OMC-Kenner recently received
The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval and
the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association’s Heart-Check mark for Advanced Certification for Primary Stroke Centers. To qualify, Ochsner
underwent a rigorous onsite review, which evaluated
the stroke program’s compliance with stroke-related
standards and requirements. The hospital’s management of its stroke program, including the delivery of
clinical care and performance improvement were
also assessed.
OMC-Kenner is located at 180 West Esplanade
Avenue. For more information about the expansion,
visit www.ochsner.org/kenner.

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Come watch
your sports at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
the Super Bowl
and all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM
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®

On February 12, swipe at any kiosk to receive 2X up
to 10X ENTRIES for the promotion!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 | 7:00pm - 11:00pm
We are giving away a new
2019 LINCOLN® MKC CROSSOVER!
Qualifiers will be selected starting at 7:00pm to
instantly win $250 SLOT DOLLARS.
At 11:00pm we will award 1 QUALIFIER a brand
new 2019 Lincoln® MKC Crossover!
Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at 5:00pm on promotion day. Earn entries on promotion day only. 10 Tier Credits = 1 entry. Receive one free entry during promotion.
$25,000 Slot Dollar & $20,000 Cash option will be available in lieu of Car option. Lincoln and MKC are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company Corporation.

E a r n you r t i e r l e v e l thi s ye a r a n d
e njo y b e n e f it s thr ou g h a l l of 2 0 2 0 !

Ruby

RUBY

SAPPHIRE

EMERALD

ONYX

Onyx

0 - 749 Tier Credits

50,000 - 199,999 Tier Credits

Sapphire

Titanium

750 - 14,999 Tier Credits

200,000+ Tier Credits

Emerald
15,000 - 49,999 Tier Credits

W i t h B C o n n e c t e d , t h e r e w a r d s g e t b e t t e r t h e m o r e y o u p l a y.

EVERY WEDNESDAY IN FEBRUARY
10:00am - 11:00pm

W E D NE S DAY
WE

Receive a slot dollar bonus every
WEDNESDAY! Check your mailbox
to see if you qualified for
FREE or, simply earn 100 TIER
CREDITS each Wednesday to
swipe and win up to $1,000
SLOT DOLLARS!

Offer is only valid for qualifying B Connected members. Restrictions apply. Limit one swipe per
qualifying Wednesday. See B Connected Club for details. © 2019 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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