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City of New Orleans and Aviation Board secure $35 million in additional funding for new North
Terminal construction project
On September 20, 2018, the city of New Orleans
and the New Orleans Aviation Board announced that
it has secured an additional $35 million in funding
for the new 35-gate replacement airport terminal
currently under construction at the Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport. The $35 million increase includes a $20.3 million airport infrastructure
grant from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
as part of its Airport Improvement Program (AIP) for
airports across the United States. This brings the total
cost for the new terminal construction project – which
will deliver a completely new, state-of-the-art airport
facility to the Greater New Orleans region – from
$993.7 million to $1.029 billion.
The terminal construction project is currently
over 75 percent complete and the new funding sources will allow the airport to add new features into the
project that will further enhance the operations for
airlines and passengers, support continued coordination with architectural designers as the project approaches completion, increase the level of funds set

Aerial view of existing Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, top,
and the new North Terminal under construction, bottom.
aside for any necessary changes yet to be identified
and cover costs to address issues the contractors have
come across in the construction process – which is
common with any major construction project.
The airport’s contractors, Hunt-Gibbs-Boh-Metro

Rivertown Farmers Market begins its fall
season in October
On October 6, 2018, Market Umbrella, the New
Orleans non-profit that runs five Crescent City Farmers Markets, will re-open the Rivertown Farmers Market and host weekly markets through July of 2019. Market Umbrella began managing the Rivertown Farmers
Market, located at LaSalle’s Landing in Kenner, in May
2018, just before the summer break.
“We had a great start last spring, listened to what
people wanted and spent all summer bringing aboard
vendors to meet that need, including more produce
and market activities like yoga and live music,” says
Angelina Harrison, director of markets. “We look forward to returning and continuing to grow the market.
We have a great opening day lineup.”
Familiar vendors like the LA Growers’ Co-Op with
naturally grown seasonal fruits and vegetables, Varino’s
Italian Sausage and Things ‘n Stuff with preserves and
pickles of locally sourced ingredients, as well as plenty
of new vendors to round out selections return in the
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Lamarque Automotive Complex is moving
right along, will make huge impact on city

New Lamarque Collision Center

fall. This season the market has added dairy – milk,
cheese, yogurt and ice cream – from local dairy Country Girls Creamery who will attend the market every
other week. Gonsoulin Land & Cattle comes on board
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Kenner City Council meeting times changed
At its September 6, 2018 council meeting the Kenner City Council voted
unanimously to change the times of
its monthly council meetings on a
six-month trial basis.
Beginning October 4, 2018,
council meetings will start at
6:00 p.m. on the first Thursday
of the month and will change
to 11:00 a.m. on the third Friday
of each month. Under the current
schedule, both monthly meetings are
held at 5 p.m. on the first and third Thurs-

Joint Venture (HGBM), announced at the New Orleans
Aviation Board September 20 meeting that they are
currently addressing an issue with settlement of a sewer line that requires an adjustment to the construction
schedule. Because a functional sewer line is necessary

for the facility to be completely operational, the board
approved a new plan to open the terminal to the public
on May 15, 2019, instead of the previously scheduled
date in February 2019.
“Our new world-class airport terminal will be
a game changer for our great city and the region,”
said New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell. “My priority is to ensure the new airport meets and exceeds
the needs of our residents, our regional neighbors
and our visitors when it opens next year. I commend
the Aviation Board leadership for proactively securing additional funds and responding to new circumstances. The impact this will have on our future
makes it crucial that we get this right, enabling us
to fully leverage the federal, state and private dollars that make this opportunity possible.”
Announced in April 2013, the new terminal has
been under construction on the north side of the airport property since January 2016. Once complete, all
airlines, concessions and other airport operations

days of the month. All council meetings are held
in the Kenner City Council Chambers located at1801 Williams Boulevard.
The six-month trial period
extends through March of 2019.
Kenner council members have
said the goal is to allow more residents to attend council meetings.
Attendance during the six-month
trial will be studied and a decision
will be made whether to make the
new schedule permanent.

Since the Lamarque Automotive Complex
groundbreaking ceremony on September 12, 2017, construction on the 15-acre project has been moving right
along. The complex, located on Williams Boulevard adjacent to Lamarque Ford, is expected to have a huge
economic impact on the city of Kenner, Jefferson Parish and the entire New Orleans metro area.

The first phase of the development, the 30,000
square foot Lamarque Collision Center is now open.
The collision center is architecturally designed and
boasts state-of-the-art technology for all vehicle repairs.
“All you need to do is tell your insurance company that
you want to have your vehicle repaired at Lamarque
page 22

Chateau Estates Golf and Country Club
celebrates 45 years in Kenner
Chateau Estates and Chateau Golf and
Country Club will celebrate 45 years this month
as the premier residential and golf complex in
the city of Kenner as well as one of the tops in the
greater New Orleans area.
The sprawling 50,000 square foot Chateau Golf
Clubhouse which grandly stands at the main entrance to the upscale neighborhood is constructed
to resemble the finest French countryside manor,
the clubhouse is a major hub of ongoing public and
private affairs as well as a premier wedding recep-

tion destination in the south. The country club currently
lists over 1,000 memberships with many original charter
members still actively involved.
The adjacent 18-hole Chateau golf course is
competitive, a 72 par, complete with sand bunkers and
water hazards throughout. The large family-oriented
swimming pool and the clay tennis courts add to the
club’s recreational attractions.
The country club was built at a time when
people were moving to the suburbs and coming to
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The Rivertown Farmers Market in Kenner, Louisiana is now a member of the Crescent City Farmers Market family.

SATURDAYS

YOU CAN FIND:
• Fresh, local and seasonal
fruits and vegetables from
farms within 200 miles
• Grass fed beef, pork
and lamb
• Homemade preserves,
pickles, local honey, sausage,
plant starts, prepared food
and more!

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

RIVERTOWN
LaSalle’s Landing

WIlliams Boulevard
and Rev. Richard
Wilson Drive

FEATURING:
• Market Match - a dollar
for dollar* match of SNAP
benefits spent at the market.
*Up to $20 per market day
• Farmers Market Nutrition
Program (FMNP) - Many
certified vendors will accept
FMNP Senior and WIC
coupons.
• Live music, fun for kids and
physical fitness activities

EBT, credit cards, and
checks accepted at
the Welcome Tent.
All vendors
accept cash.

Info can be found at crescentcityfarmersmarket.org

rivertownfarmersmarketkenner
@rivertownfarmersmarket
N ine Planets and
Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes How many planets are there in our

solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of
objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step
back to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

IN KENNER’S

RIVERTOWN!

one world one sky: Big Bird’s
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different
countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries
in paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

Fright Light

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! Back by
popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill audiences of all ages with
a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in
Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.
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FOOD, CRAFTS AND FUN!

Dream to Fly
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4OO Block of
Williams Boulevard
For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

perfect little planet
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes A family from

another star system searches our solar system for the perfect vacation spot. Dad wants
peace and quiet, Mom wants pretty moons. Visit all the planets and enjoy exotic locales in the vacation trip
of a lifetime! Which destination would you choose, and where will our family of aliens end up?

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change
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Expert stroke care
for our community.

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner,
we’re committed to great beginnings.

1in 6

When preparing for your baby’s arrival, there are
so many decisions to make. Choosing where to
people will have a stroke in their lifetime
have your baby shouldn’t be one of them.
At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, stroke care
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PUMPKIN CAKE SQUARES

Ochsner
Medical
Center
– Kenner is proud
to be
begins with
treating
the life-threatening
condition
quickly in order
to ensure
all patients
who
recognized
as a Baby
Friendly
Hospital
byqualify
Babyreceive state-of-the-art intervention.
Friendly USA, Inc. Through programs that support
infant
bonding
safe treats
feeding
mom and
Ochsner
Healthand
System
thepractices,
following stroke
baby
get the healthiest and happiest start possible.
conditions:
• Ischemic stroke

• Stroke rehabilitation

• Hemorrhagic stroke

• Stroke prevention

This means:

• Private,
spacious birthing rooms
• Subarachnoid hemorrhage
Intracerebral hemorrhage
•

(ICH)

(SAH)

By foodieforone.com

• Free prenatal classes

Get a jump on all things pumpkin this month with these delicious
Pumpkin Cake Squares! You can finish them with a cream cheese
drizzle or leave plain. As an option, I sprinkled chopped nuts atop
the batter before placing in the oven.

• Ochsner
Latest equipment
and–birthing
Medical Center
Kenner istechniques

INGREDIENTS
1 box yellow cake mix; 4 eggs; 1 cup sugar; 1/2 cup vegetable oil;
1/2 cup water; 1 teaspoon cinnamon; 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg; 1 can
or 2 cups (16 ounces) fresh pumpkin puree
DIRECTIONS
Combine all ingredients and blend softly. Pour into a prepared
Bundt pan. I sometimes top the batter with a mix of chopped nuts
such as walnuts, pecans or almond before placing in oven.
Place in a preheated 350 degrees oven and bake for 35 minutes or
until cracks appear and a toothpick returns clean.
CREAM CHEESE DRIZZLE
3 ounces softened cream cheese; 1 stick of softened butter; 1 box
of powdered sugar; 1 teaspoon vanilla

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

recognized by the Joint Commission
• Strong supporters of skin-to-skin
for demonstrating the greatest level of
to the
care of stroke
• commitment
Lactation and
breastfeeding
consultations before
patients
through
and after
birthits Advanced Certification
for Primary Stroke Centers.

Visit Ochnser.org/schedule or call 504.464.8365
to schedule
an appointmentto
with
one of our
Call 504-464-8588
schedule
an
specialists
or to schedule
a tour
of the
unit.
appointment
with one
of our
specialists.

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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WE OFFER
{ One-on-one personal
training in a PRIVATE facility.

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

{ Comprehensive one-on one
evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle
analysis. You will leave with
a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
{ Early morning & after work
appointments available

See website for bio, classes & more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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Ronnie Lamarque definitely loves Kenner, investing $35 million
By Allan Katz
When Ronnie Lamarque came to Kenner
41 years ago, he had a
big dream, but he was
young and didn’t have a lot of money, so he settled for
his little dream.
It was 1977 and Ronnie opened a Ford dealership
at 3101 Williams Boulevard. Williams Boulevard wasn’t
as developed then as it is now and the Lamarque dealership didn’t exactly rock the world in the beginning. But it
quickly turned out that Ronnie was a go-getter and the
world began to take notice.
Ronnie was featured in a series of brilliant ads that
showed off his unique drive, passion and energy. Many
remember that he was the co-owner of the magnificent
Louisiana race horse, Risen Star, along with his buddy
Louie Roussel. The outgoing Ronnie has a great singing
voice and loaned his presence to many local concerts
that benefitted the good causes that flourish in South
Louisiana. Over the years, Ronnie Lamarque became a
true South Louisiana icon.
And, now, he’s ready to make his “big” dream come
true. Armed with $35 million in financing, Ronnie is building a 15-acre Ford and Lincoln super-dealership that will
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include a huge showroom, a service center for routine
maintenance and repairs, an area for pre-owned vehicles
and sufficient space for more than 500 vehicles. The complex also includes a new Lamarque 30,000 square foot collision center that is completed and opened for business on
July 2. “I want to build the finest automotive complex in
the Gulf South in Kenner,” said Ronnie. “You would have
to go to Dallas to find anything comparable to what we’re
building in Kenner on Williams Boulevard.”
Every day, more than 100 construction workmen come
onto the Lamarque site as they build the ornate Ford and
Lincoln dealerships around the existing Ford dealership
that has evolved since doors originally opened in 1977.
Over the last four decades, Ronnie has been incredibly successful. Right now, he has 115 employees in
Kenner with annual sales of close to $100 million. But
that’s not the big dream. By June 2019, the complex
expects to employ 150 people in Kenner and Ronnie’s
shooting for $150 million in annual sales.
The mere thought evokes big smiles at Kenner’s City
Hall. Kenner depends on sales taxes for its main revenue
stream and $150 million in retail sales makes the sales tax
cash registers at City Hall ring like bells.
The thought of benefitting Kenner pleases Ronnie.
“The city of Kenner has taken me in,” he says. “When I first
came here, I wasn’t from here, I didn’t go to school here, I
hardly knew anyone. But I hired some really good people
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he doesn’t go around hitting people anymore.
When Ronnie heard that CarMax, the nation’s largest
retailer of used cars, was bringing its operations to Kenner
next door to him, he said, “Let ‘em come. I’ll kick their butts.”
Ronnie says he’s been successful these last 50 years
because he loves his customers and wants them to love
him. “I want to give them the best deals and the best service,” he says. “There are families that have been buying and
leasing vehicles from me for fifty years, now going into the
third generation. Isn’t that amazing? If you had seen me as
a 10-year-old in Arabi in hand-me-down clothes, could you
have imagined that for me? I don’t think so.”
Ronnie is the full of heart and the larger than life owner of the Lamarque Motor Company and has been dubbed
“The Most Ordinary Man in New Orleans (doing extraordinary things)” in his commercials that we all have seen.
At 72, Ronnie is also deeply religious and deeply
patriotic. “Only in America could there be a Ronnie Lamarque story and my story is only possible because of
God’s blessings,” he says. “The greatest blessing is that
my success has enabled me to create jobs for people, to
generate tax payments that benefit my nation, my state
and my community, and provide people with vehicles that
improve their lives. I guess, actually, that may be the realization of my ‘biggest’ dream.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

who lived in Kenner and they took me around. Kenner
opened its doors and its heart to me. This city has been very
good to Ronnie Lamarque. I like the idea that my property
taxes and sales taxes help make Kenner the greatest city of
its size in the Gulf South. I want Kenner to be a safe place,
have great streets, great infrastructure, great public spaces,
great schools and a wonderful quality of life. I love Kenner.”
Ronnie’s big dream has been a long time coming but
it was always in his heart. After Hurricane Katrina, many
of individual lots adjacent to his Ford dealership became
available for purchase. Ronnie began to buy them up, one
by one, negotiating each purchase. Slowly, he put together
the 15-acre contiguous tract that he had dreamed about. By
September 2017, he had the financing and was ready to go.
By that time, Ronnie Lamarque had traveled a long
way. He was born in Arabi, Louisiana, a tiny community in
St. Bernard Parish. Ronnie was the fourth of seven children.
His dad was a school janitor. Growing up, he remembers that
he had a fist fight every day. Sometimes he fought with one
of his five brothers. Other times, he and his brothers would
fight other guys who dared to challenge the Lamarque name.
Ronnie was a very good high school football player for
Chalmette High School. There are still guys in metro New
Orleans who remember playing against Ronnie more than
50 years ago. They say he was a very aggressive, extremely
competitive athlete who just hated to lose. Laughing, Ronnie
says he hasn’t changed much over the last five decades but

Don’t be distracted America
By Jeff Crouere
In elections, Americans usually have an
overriding issue on their
minds – the economy. In
1992, for Bill Clinton’s presidential campaign, famed political consultant James Carville coined the phrase, “It’s the
economy, stupid!” to highlight their focus.
After the successful Desert Storm operation in the
Persian Gulf in 1991, Americans turned their attention inward and started focusing on the economy, which was in a
tailspin. An ongoing recession was dampening the financial prospects for millions of Americans.
By November 1992, Americans were upset and
looking for a change. President George H. W. Bush, who
enjoyed over 90 percent approval rating during the war,
was quite unpopular by Election Day.
The poor economy hurt Bush tremendously, and the
election was won by Clinton, a previously unknown governor from the state of Arkansas. Despite controversy about
his personal life, the economic issues prevailed, and Clinton won a substantial victory.
As we approach the critical 2018 mid-term elections, Americans once again have a major political figure, President Donald Trump, who has a controversial
personal life. He is supposedly in legal jeopardy for
directing Michael Cohen, his former attorney, to pay
“hush money” to two women alleging affairs. While some
experts claim the payments were perfectly legal, others
believe that there were campaign finance violations.
The media was so hysterical about the story that CNN
and MSNBC used the words “impeach” or “impeachment” an amazing 222 times in one 18-hour period.
All the stories relating to the payments, or even the
Mueller investigation, involve speculation about the potential wrongdoing of President Trump. Even with 17 partisan
Democrat attorneys and a budget of millions of dollars,

Special Counsel Robert Mueller has not been able to identify, much less prove, President Trump’s involvement in
Russian collusion of the 2016 election.
The President suffered more negative press when
Bob Woodward released his book, “Fear,” outlining anonymous sources reporting chaos in the White House. The
book soared to number one on the best seller list, breaking publishing records in the process. Coinciding with the
book’s release was the publication of an anonymous letter
to the New York Times from a Trump administration official admitting to resisting the president’s agenda and even
speculating about his removal via the 25th Amendment.
While the anti-Trump media are constantly reporting
such negative stories about the president, they are making a willful decision to ignore positive economic reports,
which are remarkable. The latest news is impressive as
consumer confidence has hit an 18-year high. With consumer spending accounting for 70 percent of the overall
economic activity, this is an important indicator of the success of President Trump’s policies.
The excellent economic news is not limited to
consumers for businesses are also feeling quite positive.
The National Federation of Independent Business association reported that the Optimism Index in August
soared to an all-time high, eclipsing a record set in 1983
during the Reagan economic boom.
As the president has cut regulations and taxes, the
economy has soared. The overall unemployment rate is
3.9 percent with African Americans and Hispanics enjoying record low levels. The nation’s gross domestic
product soared 4.2 percent in the last quarter, averaging more than three percent for the year, surpassing the
highest total ever recorded under President Obama.
The president just renegotiated a new trade deal
with Mexico, updating the flawed NAFTA agreement. In
response, the stock market hit record highs. In addition,

consumer spending is attaining record levels and Brian
Cornell, the CEO of Target, recently said that “This is the
best consumer environment I’ve seen in my career.”
With additional tax cuts, stronger trade deals and an
enhanced effort to limit illegal immigration, the nation’s
economy should continue to grow under President Trump’s
policies. The key will be for Republicans to maintain control of the Congress in the mid-term elections.
If they fail and the Democrats seize control of
either or both houses of Congress, there will be major
changes. The Trump economic plan will be halted immediately. Key Democratic leaders have already announced that their agenda will include rescinding the
tax cuts, eliminating ICE and expanding Obamacare.
Under Democratic Party control, there will also
be a renewed push to investigate the Trump administration with additional investigations, plenty of subpoenas
and most probably impeachment hearings. The current
congressional investigations into the activities of the
“deep state” will be ended.
Hopefully, between now and Election Day, Americans will ignore the “Fake News” media and focus on
the reality of their enhanced economic situation. The
American people have a choice this November to continue the good economic times and vote for the president’s policies or reward obstructionism and socialism,
two philosophies that dominate the Democratic Party.
The stakes could not be higher for our economy or for
our country.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his awardwinning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally at 7:30
p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com.
Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries on the Jeff
Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For
more information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.

6

OCTOBER 2018  KENNER STR

Government

New Kenner Oktoberfest and Wellness Jamboree to debut this month
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
A pair of new
events will debut in
October in Rivertown
as we continue to develop family-oriented festivals and special attractions for Kenner residents to enjoy.
A Kenner Oktoberfest will take place on October 12, 2018, and a Wellness Jamboree is scheduled
for October 20.
The Oktoberfest is a free festival in that includes
bands, German food and drinks and crafts. While an
Oktoberfest celebration is not new to Kenner, a free
event put on by the city is something different.
Rivertown was the site for a month-long
Oktoberfest celebration by Deutsches Haus that was
held in Kenner from 2011 to 2016. Deutsches Haus

moved to Kenner after losing its headquarters in
New Orleans and moved the event back to New Orleans last year.
I have heard from many people who said they
missed having an Oktoberfest celebration in Rivertown
last year, and along with Kenner Police Chief Mike Glaser and members of the City Council, we all agreed that

Working hard to make a difference
By George L. Branigan – Kenner District 4 Councilman
From the moment I decided to run
for the District 4 office,
I knew I would be able
to make a difference. I
have been working diligently since being elected, serving the residents of District 4. In the last five months I
have been at work around the clock making myself accessible to all residents of the city of Kenner.
As a resident of the city of Kenner for more
than 35 years and an active member of my civic association I believe that joining a civic association is
one of the best ways to become more involved in your
community. It is an important part of making our city
a better place. The civic board members are very active in daily activities in our community, throughout
Jefferson Parish and the state of Louisiana. In District 4 we have three active civic groups – Chateau
Estates Civic Organization, Cannes Brulees Civic
Association and the Chateau Estates Lakefront Civic
Association. For more information on these civic
groups, visit their Facebook pages or websites.
I would like to bring attention to a very important
change that we, the council, have recently approved.
At our September 6 council meeting, we approved a
change in the council meeting dates and times. On the
first Thursday of every month our meetings will begin
at 6:00 p.m. Our second monthly meeting will now be

held on the third Friday of each month at 11:00 a.m. We
made the change to allow more residents of the city to
be able to attend our meetings.
I have been reaching out to numerous businesses
to express our district’s interest in getting new stores to
come to our area. My office is working closely with Kelly
Hand, Kenner’s Director of Economic Development, to
approach all businesses, big and small. I appreciate any
suggestions on stores you would be interested in seeing
opening in our district.
I am happy to announce that after many
months of not having entrance signage, work at the
Chateau Lakefront Subdivision entrance has begun.
In the next few weeks residents will see new fences
installed behind the new signs. Without the help
of our Public Works Department and the Chateau
Lakefront Civic Association, all of the meetings, hard
work and effort it takes to make this happen would
not have been possible.
On August 24, the city held a ribbon cutting for
the finished Chateau Latour Drive garden bed. The
Chateau North garden bed has also been completed.
I would like to thank the Chateau Estates Civic Organization along with the ladies of the Chateau Garden
Club for their time and dedication in completing these
garden beds. I would also like to thank the Charvet family and Charvet’s Garden Center for their help with all
of the gardens throughout the Chateau area. Beautifi-

Upcoming Events

Networking Night * October 25th * 5:30 - 7:30pm
The Crossing
519 Williams Blvd.

November Luncheon

2nd Annual Holiday Party

November 15th
11:30am - 1:15pm

December 11th

Guest Speaker: Mayor Ben Zahn

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd.
Networking Information:
Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

**Save The Date**

5:30 - 8:00pm

The Crossing
519 Williams Blvd.
Luncheon Information:
Judy La Bella: 416-7637

this would be a great, new tradition for the city.
For this first year, Oktoberfest will be a one-day
event. However, the goal is to grow this festival to become a multi-day event celebration that offers families
some quality, free fun on every weekend in October.
The festival will start at 6:00 p.m. on October 12
with the Bayou Bavarians performing from 6:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. and No Idea on the stage from 8:00 p.m. to
11:00 p.m. In addition, there will some great food available – including plenty of popular German specialties
– and about 15 to 20 crafting booths. Also, the ChickFil-A dancing cows will perform at 6:00 p.m.
Oktoberfest will be held in the same location
that Deutsches Haus used – the parking lot in the 400
block of Williams Boulevard across from Heritage Hall,
with vendors set up along that area of Williams Boulevard. The main difference is that we decided not to
charge an admission fee.

Wellness Jamboree
The Wellness Jamboree is also free and is being
sponsored by myself and Kenner District 1 Councilman
Gregory Carroll. The public is invited to get a general
checkup, participate in yoga and attend a smoothie
class and healthy cooking presentations.

cation across the District 4 and the city is an ongoing
project and I feel it is very important in attracting new
businesses and residents.
Throughout the district, I have been working
with our Public Works Department on numerous
requests and reported problems. These issues range
from street issues, curb repairs, handicap and stop
sign requests, traffic sign updates, tree trimmings,
drainage issues and so much more. On a daily basis, I am also working with Ramelli Waste regarding
garbage issues and can replacements. With the assistance of Councilwoman-at-Large Kristi McKinney,
Bordeaux Drive will see major street repairs and improvements that were really needed.
A lot of work has been completed on our West
Esplanade Avenue medians. Jimmy Dennis, who works
in our Public Works Department, got almost all of the
mud donated from a variety of different places. Over 600
yards of dirt has been spread on the medians to level
the grounds. With the assistance of Jerry Dillenkoffer,
a long-time employee of the city, we got the palm trees
trimmed back and fresh mulch and flowers placed
around the bunny statue. As I plan to keep these ef-

forts up, you will notice areas in District 4 that will be
refreshed and a great sight to drive by.
In the evenings as I ride in our district, I report
street lights that are out or experiencing issues. The city
and Entergy have been great in repairing all the lights
that are reported to them in an acceptable amount of
time and have been wonderful to work with.
I would like to thank the residents of District 4
for giving me the opportunity to show how much I care
about our city and as your councilman I want to make
you proud of where you live. I am accessible to you 24/7.
If my office can be of any assistance, please contact me
on my cell phone at 450-1988, my office phone at 4687251, by email at district4@kenner.la.us or on Facebook @kennerdistrict4.

There will be a kid’s play area and a walk/run is
also a part of this event. While the jamboree is free,
registration for the walk/run is $25 for adults and $12
for kids. For more information, contact Councilman
Carroll’s office at 468-7253.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner District 4 Councilman George L. Branigan’s office is located at 1801 Williams boulevard
in Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman Branigan can be reached at 468-7251, by cell at 450-1988
or by email at district4@kenner.la.us. Follow Councilman Bayes on Facebook @kennerdistrict4.

FEMA SAFER award will help hire 24 firefighters
The city of Kenner has been awarded a nearly
$2 million grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to hire 24 additional firefighters and to pay for training and other costs over
the next three years, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced on September 7, 2018.
Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grants were created to provide funding directly to fire departments and volunteer firefighter interest organizations to help them increase
the number of trained, “front line” firefighters available in communities.
“The grant is a huge boost for the Kenner Fire
Department, with a $10.4 million budget and six firehouses, which has been chronically understaffed for
a decade,” said Mayor Zahn. “The men and women
of the department have done an amazing job considering the staffing situation they face each and every
day. This is a significant step in the right direction and
we are also considering other ways to improve public
safety in order to provide Kenner residents with the
quality department they deserve.”

Mayor Zahn said the success of this application was due to teamwork within current city
government. “Our Kenner Fire Inspector, Keith
Crimen, Jr., worked in tandem with Kenner Emergency Management Assistant Director Heather
Hilliard to compile the facts needed to present a
compelling request. Their dedication to the needs
of the city are shown in this SAFER grant – the first
Kenner has ever accepted and one that will be immediately used to improve our city. We will be announcing the new firefighter class in the very near
future and look forward to welcoming our newest
first responder employees,” said Mayor Zahn. “One
of the benefits of increasing personnel is the ability to send more of our current department staff to
receive additional educational opportunities.”
This year the fire department has received
1,564 calls for service, which includes 118 fires, 544
medical calls, 92 vehicle accidents and additional
safety actions, such as rescuing 21 children locked
in cars and a recent rescue of a near-drowning victim in Lake Pontchartrain.
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Police
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Halloween is a
thrilling and exciting
time for the children
of our community.
Unfortunately, it can also be a time when accidents
and criminal activity occur.
It is important that you prepare your home
before trick-or-treaters take to the streets on
Wednesday, October 31. Simple precautions, like
those to follow, should be observed to ensure everyone’s safety.
Please review the following safety tips for
your home. This information will help make this
fun-filled holiday safe for all. Together, we can
keep our families safe this Halloween.

Replace burned-out lights to increase visibility at your door and around your house.
Remove anything children can trip over
while on your property, such as garden hoses, toys,
bikes and lawn decorations. Sweep wet leaves
from your sidewalk and steps to reduce the chance
a youngster will slip and fall.
When displaying jack-o-lanterns indoors, always do so on a sturdy table and away from curtains and other flammable objects. When displaying jack-o-lanterns outdoors, keep them away from
landings and doorsteps where costumes can brush
against the flame and possibly catch fire.
Keep your pets confined to prevent them from
running away or becoming anxious and bothered

Government
Code inspectors find 268 violations during
three sweeps
Kenner Inspection and Code Inspection Department Inspectors uncovered 268 violations during three recent code sweeps in the city.
One sweep took place on Emerson Drive,
Furman Circle and Northwestern Drive. A second
involved Clemson Place and Duke Drive and the
third was on Vouray Drive and Loire Drive.
In the sweep of Emerson Drive, Furman
Circle and Northwestern Drive, inspectors noted
the violations of two addresses required, one
abandoned refrigerator, 10 abandoned vehicles,
nine building maintenances required, nine fence
repairs needed, six cases of high grass and weeds,
one illegal discharge, 12 cases of litter and debris,
11 cars parked on grass, three cases of stagnant
water and mosquitoes, two repair or demolition
required and one unsafe electrical condition.
In the sweep of Clemson Place and Duke
Drive, inspectors reported the violations of 15 addresses required, three abandoned refrigerators,
23 abandoned vehicles, three building permits
required, 10 building maintenances required, 11
soffit or fascia issues, 16 fence repairs required,
nine cases of high grass and weeds, 26 issues of litter and debris, seven cars parked on grass, seven
unsafe electrical conditions, one major repair required and two instances of rats and rodents.
In the code sweep of Vouray Drive and the
4300 block of Loire Drive, inspectors reported 17
abandoned vehicles, two addresses required, two
building permits required, 11 building maintenances required, six fence repairs needed, one
garbage can issue, four soffit or fascia issues, three
cases of high grass and weeds, 15 instances of litter and debris, one repair or demolition required,
five unsafe electrical conditions and one case of a
car parked on grass.
Owners of the properties are notified by
warning or summonses, depending on the viola-

tion, and abandoned vehicles are tagged to be
towed if not removed or brought into compliance within a period of time. Property owners
appear in court and are ordered to comply with
the city’s code laws. Violators can face both
fines and court costs. Even if violators come
into compliance, they are placed on probation
and can be recharged under the original offense if there is a repeat violation.
In the three sweeps, a total of 70 warning violations and 29 court summonses were issued.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll, who represents areas where several of the
sweeps were conducted, noted that residents and
business owners play a very important role.
“Those who live and work in a neighborhood are the true experts of where blight exists,” Carroll said. “So, I continue to urge people
to call and let us know about any area where
blight is a problem.”
Some of the code sweeps took place in Kenner’s District 4 and Councilman George Branigan said one very important element in the fight
against blight is aggressiveness.
“Property owners need to know that these
sweeps are continuing and they could be targeted
next,” Branigan said. “We cannot stop until we
have eliminated blight in District 4 and throughout the rest of the city.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn praised the teamwork involved as the city strongly sends out the
message that blight will not be tolerated.
“Of course, the team includes our code enforcement department,” Zahn said. “But our residents, members of the city council and Kenner
Police Chief Mike Glaser are equally important.
When we work together as one, we can do great
things.”

by kids in costume.
Never invite strangers into your home while
partaking in Halloween festivities. Always distribute treats at your doorway or outside.
Lock your car doors and park your vehicle in
a safe place to avoid possible vandalism.
Occasionally patrol around your home to
discourage speeding motorists, acts of malicious
mischief, and crimes against children.
Always report suspicious or criminal activity to the Kenner Police Department by calling 9-1-1.
At the end of the night, make sure you turn off
lights and blow out all candles.
The Kenner Police Department offers free
trick-or-treat bags made of reflective material on

a first-come, first-served basis. Pick one up for
each of your children at our headquarters at 500
Veterans Boulevard weekdays between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. I wish you and your family a safe
and fun-filled Halloween season.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile
app for both Apple and Android devices and access
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and
other law enforcement-related information.

Family Neighborhood Pharmacy - Locally Owned

TRANSFER RX - GET 1 RAFFLE TICKET FOR TV
DRAWING NOV. 3
Flu shot • Vaccinations available • Free local delivery
Lisa Martina Comeaux Pharm D.
Pharmacist/Owner/Certified Immunizer

9am-7am Mon-Fri
9am-2pm Sat

305-1745 phone • 305-5555 fax
2305 W. Esplanade, Suite T, Kenner Market Center
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Trick-or-treating safety
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Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM

www.pilateswithbeth.com

3220 North Turnbull Drive • Metairie

615-6357
contact@pilateswithbeth.com
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd 1

1/24/16

SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Eighth annual charity Kenner Wine and Food Event to be held
pitality Foundation. The Gleason Foundation and ALS Research and Rainin October
tree Children and Family Services have benefitted from previous year’s
The eighth annual Kenner Wine and Food Event is being held at the
Chateau Golf and Country Club on Thursday, October 18, 2018, and will
offer more than 100 types of wine and cuisine from over 25 different restaurants in the New Orleans area. The event is open to the public and will
be held from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. Tickets before the event are $85
and available online at www.chateaugcc.com or from Chateau Country
Club’s main office and are $95 at the door. Chateau members can receive
a $5 discount on up to four admission tickets per account.
“Every year we select a charity to make a donation to and try to give back
to different facets of our community,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general
manager of Chateau Golf and Country Club. “Supporting local businesses and
our community is and always has been the main goal of our event. The fact
that it is an event with amazing food and incredible wines makes it even better. One of the unique aspects of our event is that our guests have the opportunity to purchase the wines they enjoy the most at a special discounted price.”
9:34 AM
This year’s charity, Ochsner’s newest and very innovative Michael R.
Boh Center for Child Development, is dedicated to improving the lives of
children and adolescents with developmental disorders through comprehensive interdisciplinary team evaluations, integrated treatment protocols, high
quality evidence-based patient care, direction of special education services
and professional education and research.
Last year’s successful event raised over $30,000 for the Louisiana Hos-

events. This year’s headlining sponsor is Kippers Communications, Inc.
Among the restaurants who will be participating are Acme Oyster
House, Arnaud’s Restaurant, Augie’s Restaurant, Central PoBoys and Catering, Chateau Café, Chateau Golf and Country Club, Copeland’s of New
Orleans, Desi Vega’s Steakhouse, Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, Galatoire’s
Restaurant, LaBella’s Catering, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant, Mr. John’s Steakhouse,
Pascal Manale’s Restaurant, Porter and Luke’s Restaurant, Zea Rotisserie
and Grill and more. Yenni said they are adding a new area with several local
beers provided by Rivertown’s Porch and Patio Beer and Wine Garden.
“The band, Groovy 7, will play and the event, which is dressy casual, will
again be held poolside,” said Yenni. “Guests will be able to take fun group
photos, drink, dance and participate in raffles, all for a good cause.”
Over 100 wines are expected to be served during the event. Wines available in previous years included Caymus, Meiomi, Jordan, Silver Oak, Ruffino,
G.H. Mumm, Franciscan, La Crema, Sonoma Cutrer, Perrier Jouet, Justin
and Fess Parker among others from local distributors.
This charitable gala has sold out each year so Nicoll’s Limousines is offering shuttle bus rides from additional parking at the old Rouse’s parking lot
on the corner of Chateau Boulevard and West Esplanade Avenue.
Chateau Golf and Country Club is located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner. For more information call 467-1351 or visit www.chateaugcc.com.

Fire

Fire prevention can happen every week, every day
The National Fire Protection Association encourages learning about
new steps for fire prevention and safety during its annual Fire Prevention
Week. This year, the designated week is October 7 to October 13, 2018. While
the focus is an annual event, important steps to keep loved ones safe can really be taken every week, every day.
Generations from the past may recall “Stop, drop and roll.” This safety
message shared three simple actions if you are caught in a situation with your
clothing on fire. This was a reaction message whereas today an increasing
focus falls more on prevention actions.
The new education message is “Look. Listen. Learn.” Look for
places a fire could start, listen for the sound of the smoke alarm and
learn two ways out of every room.
When you look, it reduces the likelihood that a dangerous situation
exists in a variety of ways. You can look for places where a fire could start.
For instance, look that barbeque pits are not on wooden decks or too
close to walls. Looking also makes sure that when in a new environment
(like a movie theater or when out shopping) that you look for a variety of
exits if something happens.
The next action of listen is a passive step that instructs listening for the
sounds of a smoke alarm. If an alarm is sounded, there are only minutes to

escape safely. When paired with look for ways to safety, when listening and
hearing the smoke alarm, exit the location and choose a safe distance from
the building as first responders search for the source of the alarm.
A result of looking for risks also means exits are identified. Every time
a room is scanned for dangers, it is important to learn two ways out of every
room. Remember, an exit can be a door or a window.
Though people generally feel safest in their homes, it is also the place of
greatest risk to fire. According to the NFPA, four out of five fire deaths in the
United States occur at home. Knowing how to use a fire extinguisher is important for small fires, but knowing how to escape your home can save a life.
Plan and practice home evacuation. Select a spot across the street
to meet family members in case of a home emergency. If there are children in the home, practice different ways out of the home, so they always
know two ways out of every room in case one of the exit points is blocked
by a dangerous situation. For more information about home escape planning, visit www.firepreventionweek.org.
Pick one day a month where the family can practice exiting different rooms. It can save a life when people not only know how to escape,
but also practice evacuating on a regular basis.

P.A.S.S. to use the fire extinguisher
Now that children are back in
This fire
extinguisher went
school, they will be participating in fire
unused during
drills and safety lessons. This safety traina recent fire
ing not only makes them smarter about
as the user did
not know
keeping safe but it can also help remind
how to properly
parents what needs to be done around the
operate it.
home to be safe.
Recently, there was a fire in the city
of Kenner and the fire extinguisher was not used even though it was placed
in an easy-to-reach location. Everyone should have fire extinguishers, as
well as smoke alarms, in their home and everyone should know how to use
a fire extinguisher. Families should also practice a pre-planned safe evacuation path from any room in the house in order to escape any fire.
The following tips are what to do if you see a fire in your home or
workplace.
Sound the fire alarm. At home this may be a warning yell to get your
family out of the house. At work it will probably be pulling an alarm in the
office space.

P – Pull

Go to the nearest fire extinguisher and point A – Aim
it at the fire. Use the following method.
S – Squeeze
Evacuate immediately if the
S – Sweep
extinguisher is empty and the fire is not out.
The P.A.S.S. technique steps are easy to remember when using a fire
extinguisher. Pull the pin to break the seal on the extinguisher. Aim low
so the nozzle is pointed at the base of the fire. Squeeze the trigger so the
chemical chokes the fire by taking away the oxygen source which is the
fuel of a fire. The sweep motion covers the bottom of the fire until it’s out.
Squeeze and sweep again if the fire re-ignites.
Safety should always come first. Anyone caught in a building on fire
that does not know how to use a fire extinguisher should get out quickly and
call the fire department.
Part of being prepared is having the right tools in an emergency, but also
knowing when it’s best to escape safely and to call trained professionals for help.
Upon smelling smoke or gas or if there is any doubt something is wrong, don’t
hesitate to call 9-1-1 to get assistance from Kenner firefighters.
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Kenner resident Jimmie Martinez releases
personal and professional life.
new novel
“Mr. Martinez captures life from growing up
Jimmie Martinez, former New Orleans police- in a white-only housing projects, to working in the
man and chief administrative officer for the city of
New Orleans police department, through his adult
Kenner and co-founder and chief executive officer
life in New Orleans. Through fascinating fictional
of a Kenner-based civil engineering firm, is now
accounts, he really captures life in NOLA in the 60s,
retired from that life but not from his passionate
70s and 80s,” said Gary Dauphin, Amazon reviewer.
hobby of writing fiction. “Cajun Chameleon: Reflec- “A good read that is easy to digest, but also leaves
tions of a Recovering Racist” is the newyou feeling like you learned someest novel by Martinez, who has previthing about the culture and history
ously published “The Battle for New Orof the Crescent City.”
leans: The Casino Wars,” “Rigged” and
“Set in the 1960s, 70s and 80s,
“Righteous Road,” which was awarded
‘Cajun Chameleon’ is an important
“Editor’s Choice” from iUniverse.
novel that reflects many of the raSpiced with the flavor of simpler
cial tensions and unspoken prejutimes when TVs were black and white
dices we experience then and now,”
and Southerners looked at others that
said Kernan “Skip” Hand, retired
way, “Cajun Chameleon” is one-part
Louisiana state district judge.
memoir and another part social com“Some books are like time mament on the historical South’s seamier
chines unleashing floods of untold
side about one man’s struggle to be free of both
memories. ‘Cajun Chameleon’ is such a book. Not
poverty and prejudices.
many authors, in my memory, have tackled the
“Cajun Chameleon” is a novel about Jax
controversial subject of race and prejudices in New
Badeaux, NOLA-born and raised in the 1960s seg- Orleans during the civil rights era, as well as Jimregated South, who believes separate is equal. But
mie,” said Aaron Broussard, 1970 LSUNO graduate
when his Indian cousin is demeaned for being a
and UNO Alumni of the Year in 2009.
redskin and his best friend is revealed to be black
Martinez has a Bachelor of Arts degree in
passing for white, his social conscious awakens. education from Louisiana State University in
From the canal dividing the all-white Florida proj- New Orleans, now University of New Orleans. His
ects in New Orleans where he lives, from the all- interests include traveling, reading and watchblack Desire projects, to the French Quarter arcade
ing classic film noir movies. Martinez is also a
that only admits whites, his childhood is marked by
passionate Saints and LSU football fan. Born
demarcation lines that socially and legally mustn’t
and raised in New Orleans, Martinez resides in
be crossed. As he becomes an adult, the specter of
Kenner and at his beach condo in Orange Beach,
prejudice continues to shape his life. He attends Alabama, with his wife Gale.
Louisiana State University in New Orleans, his first
“Cajun Chameleon” is now available on Jimdesegregated school, where many students mani- mieMartinez.com and Amazon.
fest prejudice. As a New Orleans police officer, he
Martinez can be reached at www.Jimfinds himself paired with a black officer who suf- mieMartinez.com and www.facebook.com/cajunfers the horrifying effects of discrimination. Even- chameleon.
tually, Jax finds a way to combat prejudice in his

Friends of the Jefferson Public Library
announce fall “Big Book Sale”
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library
will conduct its semi-annual “Big Book Sale” starting Thursday, October 18 through Sunday, October
21, 2018, at the Pontchartrain Center located at
4545 Williams Boulevard at the lake in Kenner.
Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday through Saturday and noon until 5:00 p.m.
on Sunday.
As one of the largest book sales in the New
Orleans area, more than 65,000 used books,
puzzles, DVDs, CDs, videotapes, music tapes and
vinyl records will be offered for sale, most priced
from fifty cents to $3.00.
The sale includes fiction and nonfiction
books such as collectibles, art, travel, history,
military and Civil War books.
Three items will be auctioned during the book
sale. The first item is a copy of “Norman Rockwell:
Artist and Illustrator,” a collection of more than
600 of his finest illustrations and paintings, and “50
Years of Rolling Stone: The Music, Politics and People that Changed Our Culture,” a book which offers
a decade by decade exploration of American mu-

sic and history from the 1960s to present day. Also,
for LSU football fans there will be a signed Tyrann
Mathieu LSU jersey. The former “Honey Badger” is
currently a safety for the Houston Texans of the National Football League.
Cash, debit cards and major credit cards will
be accepted but checks no longer are accepted.
Admission is free and parking is plentiful. All proceeds from the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish
Library. For security reasons, the Pontchartrain
Center management has instituted a mandatory
bag check upon entry to the sale.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is
an independent, nonprofit organization that supports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting
library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted
items for all its branches through fundraising and
participating in literacy programs. During the past
two decades, the organization has donated more
than $1 million to the library system. For more information visit http://friendsofjeffersonlibrary.org,
call 455-2665, email friendsjpl@yahoo.com or
follow on Facebook.
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ARCHBISHOP CHAPELLE HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN
HOUSE
THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 8

6:00PM

WWW.ARCHBISHOPCHAPELLE.ORG

·

#EXCELATCHAPELLE

Take Charge
of Your
Retirement
Plan
Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC |
Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed
affiliates | Not FDIC insured | Not bank guaranteed | May lose value
|Not a bank deposit | Not insured by any Federal Government agency.

800-223-2060 | GULFCOASTWEALTHMANAGEMENT.COM
GCB_KennerStar_Retirement_ad.indd 1
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SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

10

OCTOBER 2018  KENNER STR

Health

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Do you use melatonin to sleep
better at night?
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia
405-5582

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID

Somewhere along the line someone decided that
cutting corners was good business. That may play on
Wall Street, but it doesn’t play at DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
- locally and family owned since 1975.
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Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.
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We work harder! We work smarter! We get it right the first
time, so our customers don’t waste their time.

Some people say this might be a lost art, but when we see our customers again, it
will be because we went the extra mile, not because we cut corners.

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

In
America,
about 50 to 70 million
people suffer from chronic disorders of sleep and
wakefulness. Unfortunately, more than 90 percent
of these remain unidentified and undiagnosed. The
annual direct cost of sleep-related problems is
around $16 billion dollars, with an additional 50 to
100 billion dollars in indirect costs like accidents,
property destruction, litigation, hospitalization
and death. There are many different types of sleep
disorders but insomnia is the most common sleep
disorder seen in the general public.
As much as 30 to 35 percent of adults complain
of insomnia, which occurs when a person has difficulty in falling asleep or staying asleep for at least a one
month duration. It is more common in groups such as
older adults, women, people under stress and people
with certain medical and mental health problems
such as depression. People who experience insomnia
are often anxious about not being able to sleep.
Lack of sleep during the night causes daytime
fatigue, poor performance at school or work, moodiness or irritability, daytime sleepiness, lack of energy
or motivation and problems with attention and concentration or memory. Insomnia can be caused by
irregular sleep schedule, physical illness and mental
disorders. Substance abuse can also lead to insomnia.
If you think you may have insomnia, ask yourself
the questions listed below.
Does it take you more than 30 minutes to fall
asleep or do you wake up during the night and have
trouble returning to sleep or do you wake up earlier
than desired?
Do you have daytime symptoms such as fatigue, moodiness, sleepiness or reduced energy?
Do you give yourself enough time in bed to get
at least seven hours of sleep each night?
Do you go to bed in a safe, dark and quiet environment that should allow you to sleep well?
If you answered “yes” to all of these questions,
then you may have insomnia.
There are two types of insomnias.
Short-term insomnia: It is more common and
in this type of insomnia the symptoms last only for up
to three months. This type of insomnia is seen in 15 to
20 percent of people.
Chronic insomnia: It is a type of insomnia that
lasts at least three months or longer with symptoms
occurring at least three times a week. This type of insomnia is seen in about 10 percent of people.
If you think you’ve had the symptoms for at least
three months then you may want to consider booking
an appointment with a board-certified sleep physician at an AASM accredited sleep center. A boardcertified sleep physician can diagnose insomnia and
work with a sleep team to treat it. Once the doctor
evaluates you, he/she may ask you to keep a sleep
diary for two weeks to better understand your sleeping pattern. This is done by recording when you go to
sleep and when you wake up, along with how long you
were awake during the night. A sleep diary helps the
physician and gives them clues about what is causing your insomnia to find a course of treatment that
would work best for you.
If you have had insomnia for fewer than three
months, you may have short-term insomnia. In this
case what you should do is try to follow good sleep hygiene techniques and if the problem still persists and
does not go away in three months then talk to a sleep
medicine physician.

The treatment of insomnia depends on the underlying cause and the duration of the symptoms. If
the patient is suspected to have chronic insomnia
than a combination of therapies may be chosen. In
many chronic insomnia cases, establishing good sleep
hygiene and changing your sleep habits can improve
the overall sleep. Sleep hygiene is a set of bedtime
rituals you can do every night to improve your sleep.
Cognitive behavioral therapy for insomnia, or CBT,
is another very effective form of treatment which
addresses the thoughts and behavior that keeps a
person from sleeping well at night. It also helps patients learn new strategies to sleep better. It includes
techniques for relaxation, stress reduction and sleep
schedule management. Lastly, your physician may
prescribe medications to treat insomnia. Sleeping
pills that are specifically approved to treat insomnia
are called hypnotics. You may build a tolerance to
these medications over time therefore your doctor
can decide which medication is best for you.
Follow the tips listed below to establish healthy
sleep habits.
Keep a consistent sleep schedule. Get up at the
same time every day, even on weekends or during
vacations.
Set a bedtime that is early enough for you to get
at least seven hours of sleep.
Don’t go to bed unless you are sleepy.
If you don’t fall asleep after 20 minutes, get out
of bed.
Establish a relaxing bedtime routine.
Use your bed only for sleep and sex.
Make your bedroom quiet and relaxing. Keep
the room at a comfortable, cool temperature.
Limit exposure to bright light in the evenings.
Turn off electronic devices at least 30 minutes
before bedtime.
Don’t eat a large meal before bedtime. If you are
hungry at night, eat a light, healthy snack.
Exercise regularly and maintain a healthy
diet.
Avoid consuming caffeine in the late afternoon
or evening.
Avoid consuming alcohol before bedtime.
Reduce your fluid intake before bedtime.
Although insomnia is common, most people
can find treatment that works for them with the
help of a sleep medicine physician at an accredited
sleep center.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana
native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist and
board-certified sleep medicine physician who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport,
completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans
and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director at Sleep
Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its
kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep
Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults
with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is
board certified in family medicine and sleep medicine by the American Board of Family Medicine
and currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an
appointment, call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or
visit the websites, www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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Wills and trusts: An estate planning primer
By Marie M. Clesi
Estate planning
Differences
can be difficult to
Will
think about, but it’s
Requires appointment of an executor. This
something everyone
person will be in charge – under court supervision
eventually needs to do. While you have probably – of executing your estate after you die, including
heard the terms “will” and “trust,” do you know
resolving any claims from creditors, finalizing any
what they are and the appropriate uses for each
legal matters and distributing your remaining assets
document?
to beneficiaries.
Wills and trusts are both used to plan for what
Goes into effect only after you die. If you behappens to your assets after you are gone, but they
come disabled, physically or mentally, a guardianserve different purposes.
ship may need to be established to manage your
Definitions
estate. Consult a qualified attorney for more inforWill. A legal document that states what you
mation.
want to happen to your assets and who will raise
Allows the appointment of a guardian for
your minor children after you die.
minor children. In most states this is only possible
Trust. There are two basic types of trusts;
with a will.
a living trust and a testamentary trust. A living
Requires probate. Probate is a legal process,
trust is an agreement you make with a trustee – supervised by the court, where your will is validated,
who holds legal title to your property. It is created
all of your debts are settled and your remaining asand goes into effect while you are still alive. A
sets are distributed to your beneficiaries. The protestamentary trust is a trust that goes into effect
bate process may take several months to complete.
upon your death and is often embedded in a will.
May be simpler to make. A will is generally
Similarities
easier to set up than a trust.
Wills and living trusts have some basic similari- Living trust
ties:
Takes effect immediately. As soon as you creDistribute property to beneficiaries. In both a
ate and transfer your property into it, a living trust
will and a trust, you can provide instructions on how
is in effect.
to distribute your property upon your death.
Requires transfer of property. Property is
Can be revised. If you wish to make changes, not transferred directly to your beneficiaries, it
wills and revocable trusts both can be revised any
must first be transferred into the trust you have
time prior to your death as long as you remain men- created. Typically, for personal property, you can
tally sound.
do an assignment of your property to the trust.

However, assets such as real estate, automobiles
and non-tax-qualified financial accounts may
need to be retitled into the name of the trust. You
should also review your beneficiary designations
for life insurance and tax-qualified accounts with
your estate planning attorney. If you do not transfer assets into your trust during your lifetime, the
assets may still go through probate court.
Avoids probate. If property is properly transferred to the trust during your lifetime, it will generally avoid probate upon death, which can often
expedite the administration process.
Requires appointment of a trustee. This person is in charge of the assets held in the trust and
distributes them after your death. The position is
similar to an executor of a will. To maintain control
of your property while you are still alive, you may
serve as the initial trustee. You should name a successor trustee to carry out your wishes if you become
disabled or upon your death.
Maintains privacy after death. Since a will
typically goes through probate, it becomes a public
document. A living trust usually does not and can be
used to keep your affairs private.
Estate planning flexibility. Because a living
trust does not require ongoing court oversight, a
trust is often used in situations where an outright
distribution of assets to the beneficiaries may not
be desirable. This can be for a number of reasons
including: age of beneficiary, poor financial management, unstable marriage or substance abuse
or gambling problems.

Wills and trusts are both legal documents
that your estate planning attorney will use to help
you and your family achieve your estate planning
goals. Often, they are used together. For example,
a trust may be drafted within a will to provide for
minor children. And, a will is often used to make
sure that any assets not transferred to a living
trust during your lifetime are transferred to your
trust upon death.
Wherever you are in the process of planning
for your estate, it is best to educate yourself and stay
informed. Tax and probate laws vary from state to
state. You should always consult with a qualified estate planning attorney in your state.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health insurance
along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner.
Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.
b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net. Neither State Farm nor its agents
provide tax or legal advice.

EIGHTH ANNUAL

Chateau Golf & Country Club’s

Kenner Wine and Food Event
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 6:30 – 9:30PM.
Poolside, Dressy Casual • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Over 100 Different Wines Served

Cuisines from Over 25 Top Local Restaurants including:
Acme Oyster House, Arnaud’s Restaurant, Augie’s Restaurant, Central PoBoys and
Catering, Chateau Café, Chateau Golf and Country Club, Copeland’s of New Orleans,
Desi Vega’s Steakhouse, Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, Galatoire’s Restaurant,
LaBella’s Catering, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant, Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Pascal Manale’s
Restaurant, Porter and Luke’s Restaurant, Zea Rotisserie and Grill and more.

Tickets $85 / $95 at the door

and available online at www.chateaugcc.com
or from Chateau Country Club’s main office.
Chateau members can receive a $5 discount
on up to four admission tickets per account.

Proceeds go to Ochsner’s Michael R. Boh Center for Child Development
Last year’s successful event raised over $30,000 for the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation. The Gleason Foundation
and ALS Research and Raintree Children and Family Services have benefitted from previous year’s events.

HEADLINING SPONSOR: KIPPERS COMMUNICATIONS
GUESTS WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE FUN GROUP PHOTOS, DRINK, DANCE AND PARTICIPATE IN RAFFLES, ALL FOR A GOOD CAUSE.

Entertainment by Groovy 7.

For more information call 467-1351.
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48th ANNUAL NEW ORLEANS GEM, MINERAL,
FOSSIL & JEWELRY SHOW - 2018
ALARIO CENTER

By Craig Goodwin

2000 Segnette Boulevard • Westwego, LA 70094

FRIDAY
Oct. 19

10 AM to 6 PM

SATURDAY
Oct. 20

10 AM to 6 PM

SUNDAY
Oct. 21

10 AM to 4 PM

• PRECIOUS GEMSTONES, MINERALS, FOSSILS, OPALS, BEADS, & JEWELRY!
• DEMONSTRATIONS of JEWELRY MAKING & CABOCHON CUTTING!
• DISPLAYS of DINOSAUR BONES!
• KIDS FREE GRAB BAGS & TEACHING KIDS CABOCHON CUTTING!
• GEODE CRACKING and much, much more....

WEEKEND ADMISSION – ALL 3 DAYS
1

Adults - $6 Kids Under 12 - FREE
Students w/ID, Military w/ID & Members-$3
SCOUTS IN UNIFORM-FREE

Facebook page
Gem and Mineral
Society of Louisiana

FOR SHOW INFORMATION, CALL LEVETTE CARLOS @ (504) 214-3205
OR E-MAIL gemshow2018@gmail.com

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

Your Football Party Headquarters

DRY ICE
1.15 lb.
Barbecuing?

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

Tank Out Of Date?

EXCHANGE HERE
FOR SAME LOW PRICE!

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON

Ice Cold Package
BEER
24 pk suitcase

COKE, DIET COKE, DR PEPPER AND
OTHER
12 PACK
COKE
PRODUCTS

20.99

Bud
Bud Lite

COKE PRODUCTS

4.99

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

ICE COLD
BEER

12 PACK

to go!

KENNER POLICE DEPARTMENT

Drug Tip

Hotline

Protecting your golf game by
preventing common injuries

466-3073

An avid golfer will
likely experience injuries related to the sport
at one time or another.
New research revealed that golf is not as low-risk as
commonly thought and the injuries that incur are often
underestimated.
The latest findings from a study by the British Journal of Sports Medicine showed just how likely injuries are
amongst beginners and professionals. Injuries among amateur golfers have an average rate of 28.4 percent annually
and a 46.5 percent injury rate over a lifetime. Professional
golfers were found to have even higher rates of injury incidences, on an annual basis at 60.5 percent and at a 60
percent rate over a lifetime period.
This means that about seven in 10 amateurs and
nine in 10 professionals will experience a golf-related
injury at least once.
However, the benefits of playing golf have shown to
outweigh the risks associated with the game. Nearly every
study conducted on the relationship of golf on health have
concluded the positive effect on physical and mental health
and has even shown to promote longevity.
But to truly benefit from the game, there’s several
precautions to take in preventing injuries so pain isn’t
something that’s keeping you off the course.
Acute and overuse injuries are the two types that occur in golf. Acute injuries result from a single episode such
as hitting the ground of a submerged tree root in a sand trap.
Overuse injuries are more common and develop overtime
from the stress the golfer puts on the back, shoulders, knees,
etc. when swinging. Poor flexibility and the repetitive nature of this sport are the highest causes for injury.
The five most commonly injured areas are the back,
shoulders, elbow, knees and wrists. Back pain is the most
common issue relating to golf. To prevent back problems,
regularly exercise the muscles of your back with specific focus on trapezoid and pectoral muscles. Flexibility exercises
such as yoga can also help.
Rotator cuff injuries occur in avid golfers and happen when the stabilizing muscles in the shoulders swell

and pinch the space between the arm and shoulder bones.
Another type of injury is when the tendons or muscles tear.
To prevent this, engage in regular strength training and
stretch the shoulder, back and ab muscles.
Tendinitis in the elbow is another common injury in
golf. The terms “golf elbow” and “tennis elbow” are used to
refer to this area of pain. Golf elbow refers to irritation and
inflammation of the inner tendon, while tennis elbow refers
to irritation and inflammation of the outer tendon. Surprisingly, many golfers suffer from the effects of tennis elbow
more than golf elbow. To prevent, make sure to rotate your
practice regimen to allow your elbows and arms adequate
rest. Treatment may regrettably involve putting aside your
clubs while allowing the body to heal reducing the inflammation, strengthening the muscles and tendons, and correcting your swing.
Knee pain results from stress exerted from stabilizing
the rotation of the hip axis at the beginning of a swing. Knee
injuries vary in type and severity so it’s important to visit a
doctor or physical therapist sooner rather than later if you
have pain in this area. To prevent injury, stretch the calves,
hamstrings, thighs and core muscles before heading out for
a round. Wear quality shoes with great arch support and a
brace to further help stabilize the area.
Wrist tendinitis is the fifth most common injury in
golfers occurring when the wrists tendons become fatigued
and inflamed. Conditioning and strengthening the wrists
and forearms will significantly help prevent injury from occurring. Ask your physical therapist for a set of exercises to
do that will help keep you strong and protected from pain.
Knowing the common injuries relating to golf is the
best method in preventing injuries before they happen.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921
Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated
from LSU Medical School Department of Allied Health
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is coauthor and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic
column.

Ochsner-Kenner earns prestigious
baby-friendly designation
By Jennifer Melton
Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner recently
received the prestigious,
international Baby-Friendly birth facility designation.
This recognition is bestowed upon facilities that offer an
optimal level of care for breastfeeding mothers and their
babies by Baby-Friendly, USA, Inc. Based on the Ten Steps
to Successful Breastfeeding, this international award recognizes birth facilities that offer breastfeeding mothers the
information, confidence and skills needed to successfully
initiate and continue breastfeeding their babies.
Our team of OB/GYNs, nurses and staff at OMC is
proud of this honor and of our commitment to offering
mothers and women of all ages exceptional healthcare.
Being named a Baby-Friendly facility is just one of many
steps we take to add education and support to women and
their families.
The Family Birthing Center at OMC-Kenner offers
families several amenities:
Free prenatal classes – Offered for parents and
siblings-to-be to prepare for the family’s new addition.
Comfortable, private rooms.
Hugs infant security system.

Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) – A
highly-trained and compassionate staff is onsite and
ready to care for infants with special healthcare needs.
OMC-Kenner also has an onsite Lactation Center
devoted to creating an environment where mothers interested in breastfeeding their babies have the best support
available to them. The Lactation Center offers knowledge,
education and tools through prenatal consultations, prenatal breastfeeding classes and breastfeeding consultations.
Moms that have questions after they leave the hospital can
connect with lactation consultants by phone via the Ochsner Lactation Warm Line at 464-8345.
For more information about OMC-Kenner’s Family
Birthing Center or to schedule a tour of our facility, please
call 464-8365.
Jennifer Melton, Ochsner Medical Canter-Kenner Director of Women’s Services, graduated from the Louisiana
State University Health Sciences Center School of Nursing
in December 1996 and is currently enrolled in the Master
of Science in Nursing Executive Leadership program at St.
Xavier University. Melton, having over 20 years’ experience
in Women’s and Children’s Services, has been selected as
faculty for Ochsner Health System’s Nursing Professional
Development team and the Louisiana Action Coalition’s
Nurse Leadership Institute and was also named as one of
Louisiana’s Great 100 nurses in 2015.
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Why you shouldn’t take cash at
the scene of an accident
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Getting into a car
accident can cause even
the most experienced driver to become very shaken up
and cloud their judgment. If you are not at fault, the
other driver may offer to pay you cash or a check at the
scene to cover your repairs and injuries, in exchange for
not reporting the accident to the police or to their insurance company. While immediately walking away with a
few hundred dollars, a thousand dollars or even more
is tempting, it is not always a smart decision. Although
this may seem like a reasonable offer at the time, it
comes with significant risks that often make it a bad
and extremely costly decision down the road. Listed below are some of the main reasons why accepting money
at the scene of an accident is not a good idea.
You could have injuries that you do not notice at
the time.
Following an automobile accident, it’s not unusual for a sudden and excessive flow of adrenaline
to mask possible injuries that won’t be felt for several hours or even days later. Even the mildest auto
accident can cause medical issues to develop over
time. In turn, these injuries can result in missed days
of work and expensive medical bills. Some issues
that arise can even be life-threatening. For example,
minor traumatic brain injury can go unnoticed for an
extended period of time and is harder to diagnose
compared to broken bones and strained muscles. If
you don’t report the accident to your insurance company, you could be left to pay out-of-pocket far more
than what you received from the other driver.
You may underestimate the extent of damage and
the amount of repair costs.
The damage may not appear that bad at first
glance, but once you’ve taken the money to keep the accident between you and the other driver, you could be
stuck if the damage is more extensive. Most people are
generally terrible at estimating repair costs and don’t
think about rental expenses and other costs of not having use of their car for the days or weeks that it is in
the shop. Furthermore, you may have hidden damage

that can’t be seen until the car is lifted or disassembled.
This could include damage behind the bumper cover,
damage to the exhaust system, suspension, unibody and
frame. Whatever the costs, the burden is now likely on
you to pay out-of-pocket.
You do not know if the other driver has ulterior
motives.
According to Louisiana law, you are required to
notify the police and/or file a police report if an auto
accident results in injury, death, or property damage
over $500 (LA R.S. 32:398). Taking any amount of
money from another driver who is at fault in an accident and not reporting it when someone is hurt or
damage exceeds $500 could leave you in some trouble. In fact, you may have unknowingly implicated
yourself in an insurance fraud scam. Under the scam,
the driver who hit you convinces you to accept a cash
offer, then files their own police report claiming you
hit them and fled the scene. Since you didn’t report
the accident to the authorities or to the insurance
company when it happened, you appear guilty, and
will likely have a tough time proving your innocence
and the culpability of the perpetrators.
Moral of the story: Protect yourself. You can get
rattled after a car accident and fail to think clearly.
Taking quick cash might seem like an easy way to leave
the situation behind you, but it will likely come back to
haunt you in the long run.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not
be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing
attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C.,
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Police
Kenner Police complex officially named after
Nick Congemi
At its July 12, 2018
meeting, the Kenner City
Council unanimously passed
an ordinance to name the
Kenner Police Complex after
Nick A. Congemi, in honor of
the longtime service of the
former Kenner Police Chief.
Congemi, a Kenner
native, served 20 years in the
Kenner Police Department
before being elected chief
of police in 1990, totaling
36 years of service in the
department.
As of September 26, 2018, the police complex officially bears Congemi’s name when he, along with his
great-grandson, Jayden Glaser, unveiled the new signage.
In 2000, Congemi built the new police complex and paid for the new facility with $10 million in cash
that had been saved for that purpose.

If you liked ‘To Kill a Mockingbird

Cajun Chameleon tells the la
poor Southern white boy grow
during the turbulent 1960’s a
that changed the life of all Am
skin color.

Available at JimmieMartinez.co
and Amazon.com
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Best Burgers in Town!
Daily lunch
specials!
Happy Hour
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM
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Fun on the Run
Karaoke 8 to 12

Daiquiri Run on 61 • 266-2472 • 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie
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Cautious optimism for New Orleans Pelicans
By Ken Trahan
The New Orleans
Pelicans have begun
their preseason with
the regular season
beckoning for the 2018-19 season.
Just what can we expect this season?
The team is coming off of a winning season,
playoff appearance and first playoff series win
since 2008. That, alone, should foster optimism.
Then, there is the presence of Anthony Davis.
That, alone, should be reason for optimism.
Then, we remember how Jrue Holiday finally

became the excellent two-way player everyone
envisioned he would be in his fifth year in New
Orleans. That is reason for optimism. Of course,
that happened largely after Demarcus Cousins
was injured.
Then, we recall how the addition of Nikola
Mirotic gave the Pelicans a three-point option,
stretching the floor, creating better spacing for
Davis and Holiday to do their thing. Mirotic also
turned out to be a better defender than many envisioned. He needs to shoot the long ball in New
Orleans (33.5 percent) like he did in Chicago (42.9

Hope Madere

Hope is a resident of Laplace and graduated
from the Aveda Institute of New Orleans in 2015
and has been part of the Georgy’s team since
October of that year. She has continued her
education in numerous classes that consist of
Joico and Aveda hair color and haircuts. Hope
is also certiﬁed in the extensions system and
keratin smoothing treatments with balayage
and creative color her favorite techniques to
utilize. Hope’s number one goal is to make every
client walk out of the salon feeling beautiful!
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

percent) earlier in the year but that is still reason
for optimism.
Then, we saw E’Twaun Moore become a competent player and very good three-point shooter,
making 42.5 percent of his attempts from distance.
That is reason for optimism.
Then, we witnessed the return to New Orleans of Darius Miller and he looked like a different player than the one we last saw in the 2014-15
season. Miller shot 41.1 percent from three-point
range, giving the Pelicans a designated sniper off
the bench. That is reason for optimism.
Then, we saw Ian Clark average a career-best
7.4 points per game, despite not shooting well
from distance. That is reason for optimism.
Then, we saw Cheick Diallo increase his
workload from 17 games in his rookie season to 52
games a year ago and saw flashes of being a solid
player with length, athletic ability and lots of energy. That is reason for optimism.
Then, there is the addition of Frank Jackson,
who missed his rookie season and has promise as
a combination guard. Can he stay healthy? If he
can, that is reason for optimism.
Then, there are the additions of young players with talent in Julius Randle and Elfrid Payton.
Randle is a banger, a low-post presence who can
score and occupy a bigger defender, perhaps giving Davis more of an advantage on matchups. Payton is a penetrator and distributor and he is back
home. That is reason for optimism.
Then, there is center Jahlil Okafor, who got
off to a great start in the league in 2015-16, averaging 17.5 points and seven rebounds for Philadelphia. Can he stay healthy and return to that form
or close to it? If so, that is reason for optimism.
Then, there is the veteran, calming presence
of Jarrett Jack, who has 14 years in the league and
knows how to play. He is a pass-first player who
averaged 5.6 assists per game a year ago, reason
for optimism.
Add Solomon Hill and Alexis Ajinca and you
have another pair of veterans who could provide
some valuable minutes for Alvin Gentry, who
proved he can coach a winning team, an exciting
brand of fast, open-floor basketball that he prefers
and excel.
All of this sounds like a pretty picture,
doesn’t it?
So why should be temper that enthusiasm?
Start with the departure of Cousins.
Is that a positive or negative? We will soon
find out. The team played much differently, stylewise, without him and arguably played better but
there is no denying that they are not as talented
without him.
Add the subtraction of Rajon Rondo.
While he will never be confused with being a
shooter or a defender at this stage of his career, he
was a leader, conductor, with tremendous vision.
Rondo made players around him better, particularly late in the season and in the playoffs.
Then again, Rondo is entering his 13th year
in the league and one must begin wondering how
many minutes he can log and remain an effective
force.
The other cause for pause is the Western Conference, as a whole.
The Lakers are vastly improved with LeBron
James.

Jimmy Butler wants the Clippers. If he gets
there, the Clippers are clearly better. If he does
not and stays put, Minnesota is a young, talented
playoff team. The Clippers still had a winning record a year ago.
Utah is very good, perhaps one player away
from being a title contender.
Houston may have won it all a year ago
if Chris Paul had been healthy for game seven
against Golden State.
Oklahoma City kept Paul George and subtracted Carmelo Anthony, addition by subtraction.
Denver won 46 games and still missed the
playoffs a year ago and may be better this season.
Portland won 49 games and still has a terrific
guard tandem.
The Spurs learned how to play without Kawhi
Leonard but must learn how to play without Manu
Ginobili. Still, they are the Spurs.
The Suns will be improved.
Then, there are the Warriors.
New Orleans won 48 games and still only got
the sixth-seed in the conference playoffs a year
ago. It may take that many wins just to get into the
playoffs this season. Las Vegas has the Pelicans at
just under 46 wins this season.
Then, there is the news of Anthony Davis
changing agents to the agent representing LeBron
James. While Davis still has two years left on his
contract, the panic and exasperation of fans has
already begun.
As has been the case for the past few years,
the future of Davis in New Orleans is directly tied
to how good the Pelicans are and how confident
Davis is in the leadership of the franchise and
the ability to translate that expertise into being a
championship contender.
Davis is a great player. He is a competitor. He
wants to win a championship. His services will be
in incredibly high demand, barring any significant
injury between now and 2020.
Sifting through the chatter on social media,
the conjecture of analysts and the optimism surrounding Media Day annually, there is reason for
optimism heading into training camp and the
upcoming season. Just remain cautious until we
see how well Randle and Payton blend with Davis,
Holiday and Mirotic and whether Jackson can be
a factor and whether Okafor can rediscover the
form of his youth in the league. That is a lot to
chew on.
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as
sports director of WGSO, 990 AM. Trahan hosts
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights during the football season and “The Three Tailgaters
Show” with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille Saturday
mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is
the general manager of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and
does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio
stations in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves
as the president of Joyful Noise Ministries and
works with Life Resources Ministries.
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Take steps to boost your
retirement security
By Christina Sulli Wilson
To raise awareness
about the importance of
saving for retirement, Congress has dedicated October
21-27 as “National Retirement Security Week.” And the
evidence shows that increasing this awareness is indeed
important. Consider this, some 50 percent of households
are considered at risk of not having enough money to
maintain their living standards in retirement, according
to the National Retirement Risk Index, produced by the
Center for Retirement Research at Boston College.
What can you do to help yourself stay out of the “at
risk” category? Listed below are a few suggestions.
Define what retirement security means to you. Everyone has different ideas about what a secure retirement
looks like. You might feel that true security means being
able to remain in your current home and live independently throughout your life. Or you might only feel secure
if you know you can afford to travel or help your grown
children or grandchildren financially. Once you’ve identified your own vision of retirement security, you should be
able to determine the financial resources you’ll need to
reach your desired outcome.
Create an appropriate financial strategy. To
achieve your idea of a secure retirement, you can’t just
hope for the best – you need to create a comprehensive
financial strategy, accounting for your various sources
of retirement income such as Social Security, pensions,
employer-sponsored retirement plans, your investment
portfolio and so on. You need to know how much you can
expect from these sources and how you can strengthen
them.
Be diligent in your retirement savings. You could
spend two or three decades as a retiree, so you’ll want to

accumulate as many resources as you possibly can – and
that means you’ll need to save and invest diligently during
your working years. Put in as much as you can afford to
your 401(k) or other employer-sponsored retirement plan
– and every time your salary goes up, try to increase your
annual contributions. But you can also go beyond your employer-backed plan and contribute to an IRA. In all your
retirement accounts, you’ll want to include a reasonable
percentage of growth-oriented investments, within the
limits of your personal risk tolerance.
Establish an appropriate withdrawal strategy.
Your retirement security isn’t just based on how much
you’ve built up before you retire – it also depends on how
you manage your assets and investment income during
retirement. As you begin to take out money from your
401(k), IRA and other investment accounts, you need
to establish a withdrawal rate appropriate for your age,
retirement lifestyle and asset level. If you take out too
much each year, you risk outliving your resources, but if
you withdraw too little, you might be shortchanging yourself on your quality of life. You may want to work with a
financial professional, who can review your entire situation – income, expenses and so on – and recommend an
appropriate annual withdrawal figure.
These aren’t the only keys to attaining retirement
security – but they can still help you move toward that
goal. Keep them in mind as the years go by.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with
Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located in Lakeside
Shopping Center, 3301 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 205 in
Metairie. Wilson can be reached at 831-3499 or Christina.
Wilson@edwardjones.com.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Kenner School Spotlight:
BONNABEL MAGNET ACADEMY HIGH

Delivered
electronically
each month.
Read the Kenner Star on your
mobile device - computer, iPad,
Kindle or cellphone!
Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

Bonnabel Magnet Academy High is a
comprehensive high school that offers
a wide range of college and career
courses in areas that meet the needs
of all students. Students graduate as
productive citizens ready to enter the
next chapter of life – whether college
or career. This is made possible
through the collaborative efforts of all stakeholders: administrators, teachers, staff, parents, students, and
community leaders.
Students work together to solve problems. Teachers provide students the freedom to drive instruction. All
stakeholders participate in discussions about what students need to know: assessing student learning,
analyzing student performance data, and brainstorming ways to provide intervention and enrichment
opportunities for students. The school culture creates an environment where everyone feels supported
and respected. Everyone works
towards helping young people
reach higher levels of achievement.
Dawn Kalb is the principal of
Bonnabel Magnet Academy High.
The school is represented by
Jefferson Parish School Board
President
Melinda
Doucet.
Bonnabel Magnet Academy High
is located at 2801 Bruin Drive in
Kenner. For more information, call
504-443-4564 or visit bonnanel.
jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary,
Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.
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Home
Home fires are common, deadly
and preventable

PARTNERS
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE • ELITE SERVICE

DANIELLE KORNDORFFER
REALTOR | TOP PRODUCER
Residential • Commercial
m: 250-1610
o: 305-4930 x 128
3330 Veterans Blvd. Ste. C
Metairie, LA
www.Daniellenolarealtor.com.
dkorn504@gmail.com

By Dan Dormady
UNDER
CONTRACT!

UNDER
CONTRACT!

LEASED!

LEASED!

For Lease (Commercial) in
Kenner, $3500/month

For Lease (Commercial) in
Metairie, $3500/month

14 W 24 Street

3425 Metairie Road

Each office independently owned and operated
Licensed in the State of Louisiana

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

This year’s fire prevention message is simple – “Detect and safely escape.” According to the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), in the United States
most fire-related deaths – more than 80 percent of them
last year – occur in residences. More than 4,000 people die
and 25,000 are injured in fires every year. Fires cause an
estimated $8.6 billion in property damage each year.
Perhaps the most important thing the industry
experts agree on is that most fires are preventable. The
biggest mistake people make is to assume that “it won’t
happen to me.” Fires can happen to anyone and everyone
must take steps to reduce their risks.
Most of these steps involve common-sense precautions, easily implemented and not very expensive. Smoke
detectors top the list. Two-thirds of all fire deaths occur in
homes in which smoke detectors either aren’t present or
aren’t working.
Dual sensor smoke detectors are the best choice as
they combine ionization, which are more responsive to
flaming fires, and photoelectric cells, which are quicker to
detect smoldering fires. Dual sensor units can’t include a
carbon monoxide alarm, which detects emissions of that
odorless, lethal gas. So, if you use gas and/or have an attached garage you should also install a separate carbon
monoxide detector.
One critical point about smoke detectors: Their primary purpose is to alert you to a fire and give you time to
get out of the building safely. You should use that time not
to try to douse the fire or to save belongings or even pets,
but to avoid injury and save lives.
Smoke detectors are not perfect, but they have nothing to with the equipment, and everything to do with the
people using them. The biggest problems, the NFPA says
is owners don’t have enough smoke detectors, they don’t
install them in the right places, and they remove the batteries or don’t replace them regularly, rendering the equipment useless.
In most newer homes, smoke detectors are hardwired, with battery back-ups that kick in if the power goes
out. But whether batteries provide primary or secondary
power for your alarms, the best practice is to test the batteries monthly and replace the smoke detectors every five
to seven years.
In nearly half of the fires in which the smoke detec-

tors didn’t work, the NFPA reports, the batteries had been
removed or disconnected, sometimes because owners
wanted the batteries for another use, but more often because the detectors were installed too close to the kitchen,
where smoke from cooking can trigger frequent and annoying nuisance alarms. That’s why manufacturers typically suggest installing the detectors at least 10 feet away
from cooking appliances.
To ensure maximum effectiveness, you should place
smoke detectors inside and outside of every sleeping area
and on every level of a home. You also want to interconnect
the alarms, so that if one sounds, they all go off.
Carbon monoxide detectors are no less important
than smoke detectors. These are required in homes with
an attached garage, fireplace or gas furnace or stove. Carbon monoxide detectors should be installed in central locations outside every sleeping area and on every level of the
home and, like smoke detectors, they should be interconnected. Maintenance requirements for carbon monoxide
detectors are also similar as those for smoke detectors:
They should be tested monthly and replaced every five to
seven years.
Fire safety planning is also important. Develop an
escape plan and make sure everyone in your household understands it. Practice the plan. When an alarm sounds, you
have maybe two minutes to get out. Everyone has to know
exactly what to do. If your home has more than one story,
you need a means of escape other than jumping out of a
window. You should have escape ladders in every occupied
room above the first floor. Your priority is to get out safely.
If you have double-keyed deadbolt locks that require a key
on the inside as well as the outside of the door, replace
them immediately. They provide security, but they could
create a death trap if you’re trying to escape from a fire. If
the key isn’t in the lock, you’re not going to have much time
to look for it.

Dan Dormady is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Community
The Bright Light Social Hour, Kristin Diable and Aaron
Benjamin to headline 2nd annual LiveWell Fest

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

The Jefferson Chamber will host its 2nd annual
LiveWell Fest, a free health and wellness festival to be
held on Sunday, October 21, 2018 in Metairie’s Lafreniere Park.
Headlining the fest is The Bright Light Social
Hour, an American psychedelic rock band from Austin,
Texas. Local artists Kristin Diable and Aaron Benjamin
will also be performing, with an emphasis on rock-n-roll.
The three acts will perform on the stage of the Al Copeland Concert Meadow in the park.
LiveWell Fest is held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
following the Jefferson Chamber’s Tour de Jefferson
bike ride which starts at 8:30 a.m. In addition to live
music, guests are invited to stop by for food and drink,
healthy products, massages, workout classes and more.
The fest is free and open to the public. Prior to the

LiveWell Fest, a “Fun Run and Walk” will be held along
the two-mile scenic trail of Lafreniere Park. The “Fun
Run and Walk” is free and all ages are welcome. Participants are encouraged to sign up in advance at https://
bit.ly/2w7gnkA.
The goal of this family-friendly biking adventure
and festival is to continually enhance the awareness of
quality-of-life amenities, recreational venues and the
Bicycle Master Plan in Jefferson Parish.
Proceeds from the event support the business organization’s efforts in public policy advocacy and quality
of life initiatives. A portion of the proceeds will benefit
the American Heart Association.
More information on Tour de Jefferson and
LiveWell Fest can be found at www.tourdejefferson.org
or by calling 835-3880.
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Banking
Financial tricks
By Guy Williams
Do you ever wonder why people fall for
seemingly impossible
offers? These offers
typically appear on TV or the internet.
Some of the hardy perennial offers people fall
for are those wanting to erase bad credit, eliminate
IRS tax liens, make money flipping real estate with no
money down, wipe out debt, have the government to
help reduce interest rates and that say every Louisiana
resident is now eligible for federal cash, etc.
Late night TV was once the site for many of the
bogus offers. Now, the sponsored ad section of internet
search is the source of most of the fake offers. So, the
question is…why are we so gullible? Why do people
continue to fall for these preposterous offers?

The first reason that people fall for bogus offers
is greed. We want more and we want what others have.
The offers promise a quick work free way to riches.
The second reason people fall for bogus offers is
somewhat embarrassing. We occasionally do not live
according to our values. We believe in hard work and
thrift, but when we see a way to skip both and get right
to riches, we are too often tempted to sign up. After all,
why work if we can go straight to wealth?
Another common scam a lot of people fall for is
pyramid marketing. A pyramid marketing system is
based upon getting a group of people to work for you
to solicit others to work for them, to ultimately sell a
product. This system is based upon exploiting your
friends and acquaintances, which you know is wrong,
but the multilevel marketers make it seem like the
path to wealth. I have been invited by friends to attend
this type of meeting and my only regret is that I didn’t

walk out as soon as I understood what was happening.
Another reason that we fall for these scams is our
desire to have it now. Building financial security takes
time and effort. The swindle offers us a short cut. We
know that careers and financial stability are not built
instantly, but the temptation to reach our goals now
can be irresistible.
We also fail to rely on our own best judgement.
When I was a young banker, Burt Gunther, an old-time
oilman sat in my office and offered the following advice.
He said, “Guy, always go with your gut. If it doesn’t feel
right, don’t do it. Every time I have gone against my gut
instinct, I have been hurt.” Burt is now deceased, and
unfortunately, I never had the chance to tell him how
right he was. Take it from me and take it from Burt, if it
does not feel right don’t do it. Go with your gut. Also, if
someone has given you good advice, now is a great time
to thank them because you never know when it will be
too late to express your appreciation.
One antidote to the get rich schemes is to prac-
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tice gratitude. Spend some time thanking God for your
freedom, your family, your community and for the privilege of living in an area with such a diverse and interesting culture. A healthy appreciation for all the good
in our lives will protect you from the scammers.
As we approach Halloween, remember crooks
try very hard to trick us but they rely on our gullibility and greed to succeed. Rely on your own good
judgement. If you would like a second opinion, ask
your local banker who has seen most of the frauds
and can help you avoid them.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Automotive
By Scott Zimmerman
Only one in six
drivers in the U.S. are
tire smart according to
a recent national survey conducted by the Rubber Manufacturers Association, which represents tire manufacturers in the U.S.
Tire smart means regularly checking tire pressure in
a quick and simple step to optimize vehicle safety and
fuel economy, helping tires to last longer.

There does exist a gender and generation gap
with significant differences existing between men
and women and also among younger and older
drivers.
Not surprisingly, men are more likely than women to be tire smart, according to the survey. About 20
percent of men are considered tire smart while only
14 percent of women are, which means fewer women
know to check tire pressure monthly and to check
tires when they are cold or before driving. However,
women know more than men how to find the correct

Government
Jefferson Parish receives distinguished
budget presentation award for 25th
consecutive year
The Jefferson Parish Finance Department is
the recipient of the Government Finance Officers
Association (GFOA) Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for the 25th consecutive year. This
award is the highest form of recognition in governmental budgeting; its attainment represents a significant achievement.
The GFOA of the United States and Canada
recognizes Jefferson Parish Finance Director Timothy Palmatier, Jefferson Parish Budget Director Victor J. LaRocca, III, and the staff of the parish budget
department for the budget preparation and presentation for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2018.
Award recipients are selected based upon
achieving nationally recognized guidelines for effective budget presentation, including how well an entity’s budget serves as a policy document, a financial
plan, an operations guide and a communications

device. Budget documents must be rated “proficient”
in all four ranking categories and the 14 mandatory
criteria within those categories to receive the award.
Award recipients have pioneered efforts to
improve the quality of budgeting and provide an excellent example for other governments throughout
North America. The GFOA’s Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award Program is the only National
Awards Program in governmental budgeting.
The Government Finance Officers Association
is a major professional association servicing the
needs of more than 19,000 appointed and elected
local, state and provincial-level government officials
and other finance practitioners. It provides top
quality publications, training programs, services
and products designed to enhance the skills and
performance of those responsible for government
finance policy and management.

tire pressure for their vehicle which is on the driver’s
doorjamb or door and in the owner’s manual.
There is a wider gap between generations. Only
eight percent of drivers ages 18 to 39 know basic tips
for properly checking tire pressure compared to 27
percent of drivers aged 60 or older that do.
Underinflated tires pose a safety risk, waste fuel
and cause premature tire wear. The U.S. Department
of Energy estimates that properly inflated tires can
save about 11 cents a gallon at today’s gas prices.
Tire pressure should be checked monthly with a
tire gauge and should be inflated to vehicle manufacturer’s recommended pressure.
There are other tire problems that need periodic checking, too. Uneven and rapid tread wear can

be caused by misaligned wheels. And tires should
be rotated every 5,000 to 8,000 miles to help achieve
more uniform wear. As far as tread is concerned,
advanced and unusual wear can reduce the ability
of tire’s tread to grip the road in adverse conditions
which poses a big safety risk.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and
8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturdays. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.
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JPPSS announces 2019-2020 application period for Advanced Study Academies
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS) will hold a 2019-2020 application period for
its Advanced Study Academies (ASA) October 1 until
noon on October 26, 2018.
Bruin Drive in Kenner. Each informational meeting will last from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Applications will be made available on September 28 on the district’s website at jpschools.org, at all
JPPSS schools, at the JPPSS Administration Building

in Harvey and at the Paul Emenes Building located at
822 Clearview Parkway in Harahan.
Completed applications and all required documents must be hand-delivered to the JPPSS Administration Building or the Paul Emenes Building during
the application period. Regular office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The
district will be closed and applications will not be accepted on October 8, 2018.

For more information, contact the ASA admissions office at 349-7792 or Julia.Johns@jppss.k12.la.us.
JPPSS ASAs are designed to expose the most
highly capable students to a challenging, rigorous
and accelerated curriculum. The academies focus on
high-potential students who are successful in gaining
admission through the ASA admissions process. Successful candidates are challenged with opportunities
in abstract thinking, problem solving and the use of

Millions awarded to JPPSS to help address student mental health
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS) is being awarded $2.75 million to better serve
the mental health needs of its students and families.
The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE)
announced on September 17, 2018 that the state is the
recipient of a $9 million grant to expand mental health
services to students to support health development
and prevent youth violence. Louisiana has been awarded the Project Advancing Wellness and Resilience
Education (AWARE) grant through the U.S. Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

JPPSS will be awarded $550,000 a year for five
years. They are one of three districts in Louisiana that
were awarded the grant and will participate in the new
comprehensive support program.
“When our students are facing behavioral or
mental health challenges, it places a serious burden
on their overall health and well-being. By overcoming
these barriers, they are better prepared to succeed in
school academically and socially,” said JPPSS Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. “As a long-time advocate for
comprehensive mental health supports, I’m thankful

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

we’ve secured the additional funds for Jefferson Parish.
Our team will use the resources wisely to directly assist
with the various needs in our schools and build a more
proactive, responsive structure moving forward.”
The program aims to increase awareness of
mental health issues among school-aged youth, to
provide specialized training to school personnel on
how to detect and respond to mental health issues
and to connect students struggling with behavioral
or mental health issues and their families to the appropriate services.

THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?

Call us to advertise! 468-9125

“So many children come to school every day with
mental health issues caused by things that occur in the
home or the community,” said JPPSS Executive Director of Health and Social Services Edna Metcalf. “These
students can’t begin to learn until we take care of their
emotional distress. This grant will help us face the
mental health issues seen across our state and nation.”
This grant complements the work already
taking place to improve outcomes for all students
and make JPPSS one of the most improved districts in the state.

Seven JPPSS schools recognized for top
growth in Louisiana responsibilities for educators, and these schools
The Louisiana Department of Education
(LDOE) acknowledged seven schools in the Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS) for demonstrating strong student growth.
The two JPPSS top growth schools located in
Kenner are Schneckenburger Elementary and Washington Elementary. The other five schools are Haynes
Academy, Keller Elementary, McDonogh 26 Elementary, Patrick F. Taylor Academy and St. Ville Elementary. These schools were among 15 recognized by the
LDOE in the Greater New Orleans Region.
“This recognition is especially important because of what it means. Those schools are places
where educators picked kids up and moved them
to higher levels of academic understanding,” said
JPPSS Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. “Growing
students academically is one of the most important

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
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higher order thinking skills. JPPSS academies employ
a school-wide enrichment model and use projectbased, hands-on instructional techniques. Students
are highly engaged through differentiated instruction
and are working at least one grade level ahead of other
students in their age group and grade placement.

have been recognized for doing that well. I consider
it an honor to work alongside these educators, learning from them, and sharing their best practices as we
make our system even stronger.”
The LDOE released data that demonstrates
how well students in grades 4-12 are progressing in
mastering key concepts and skills in English language arts (ELA) and math. For the first time, student growth will be factored into the annual school
performance scores that will be released by the
LDOE later this fall.
Statewide, 48 percent of students in ELA and
43 percent in math were considered top growth.
That designation is earned by either showing
improvement on ELA and math that is on track
to Mastery or by outperforming similar students
statewide. JPPSS earned 45 percent in ELA and
43 percent in math.

CITY OF KENNER
Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8243
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105
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We can all help kids get the most from our top-rated curriculum
By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
There is a famous quote that says,
“The definition of
insanity is doing the
same thing over and over and expecting different
results.” We’re undergoing a big change right now in
our classrooms because we must improve academic
outcomes for all kids. We need your help to get there.
You may have noticed a change in what and how
we’re teaching your child this school year. We’ve adopted a Tier 1 curriculum across the district. Every
child in Jefferson Parish Public Schools now learns
from the best and most relevant materials Louisiana
has to offer. Before this school year, our learning materials were lower quality and not as highly rated. A
Tier 1 curriculum is most closely aligned to the Loui-

siana standards and assessments. It’s been evaluated
and judged as superior by teams of top educators
across our state. It’s what our kids need. It’s what our
kids deserve.
But it’s a change. Change is hard, especially
when upgrading curriculum for the largest school
system in Louisiana. We knew this before last school
year ended. That’s why we held training for our teachers and principals this summer and why we have continued to do so during the school year. Throughout
the summer, an educator sat down to train on our
new curriculum over 6,000 times.
As a parent, there are some next steps you can
take to help your child adjust to this challenging curriculum. Most important is to make sure your child
is in school every day. You should meet your child’s

teacher and reach out to him or her with any questions. Many of our schools offer parent nights and
other opportunities for you to engage with these new
materials with your child. You can visit our website
(jpschools.org) and the Louisiana Department of
Education’s website (louisianabelieves.com) for support resources. I also invite you to share your questions and concerns with me directly at one of my
morning coffee chats or evening town hall meetings.
I’m hosting one each month in a different community. Check our website for the full schedule. I also
ask that you are patient with your teachers and principals. This new curriculum is more demanding of
everyone, including our educators.
This upgrade is a heavy lift, but nothing could
be more worth the challenge. As a resource, our

new curriculum holds the greatest potential for
student achievement. What we had before was
simply not good enough. The work of educating
our children is too important. We have 50,000 reasons to make sure the tools we use to teach your
child are the best available.
Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System, the largest and
most diverse district in Louisiana, serving over
48,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the
public school system, educated in Louisiana public
schools and spending his entire career serving children and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

2018-2019 “Discovery Days” schedule continued by JPPSS
Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley will continue his
conversations with educators and the community
by hosting nine Discovery Days across the parish
this school year. The first two were held in August
and September.
Discovery Days are a way for Dr. Brumley to
stay connected with the communities he serves as
superintendent of the largest school system in Louisiana. Each Discovery Day begins with a community
coffee chat from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and ends with

a town hall meeting from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
“Something we heard time and time again from
the community during our coffee chats and town
halls in the spring was how much they valued this
open line of communication with their superintendent,” said Dr. Brumley. “It was a no-brainer to make
these Discovery Days a regular event. Not only do I
value the opinions of our community, but we need
everyone’s input to achieve our goal of improving
outcomes for all students. This work is too big and
too important to do alone.”

The coffee chats and town halls bookend days
Dr. Brumley will spend at a different school getting
to know students, educators and families. Schools
were drawn at random by each Jefferson Parish
school board member. Each Discovery Day begins
with coffee, followed by a learning-walk around the
school, a meeting with that school’s principal, lunch
with students, a meeting with faculty after school
and a town hall meeting that evening.
Community members are invited to the coffee
chats and town halls to share their thoughts on the

five questions listed below.
What are our strengths?
What are our challenges?
What should we start doing?
What should we stop doing?
What is possible?
Dr. Brumley originally hosted a Discovery Day
in all nine JPPSS districts as part of his 100-day entry plan.

2018-2019 DISCOVERY DAYS REMAINING SCHEDULE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15
District 1
William Hart Elementary
2001 Hancock St.
Gretna
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
William Hart Elementary

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12
District 9
Roosevelt Middle
3315 Maine Ave.
Kenner
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
Roosevelt Middle

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
District 4
Riverdale High
240 Riverdale Dr.
Jefferson
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
Riverdale High

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16

District 5
G.T. Woods Elementary
1037 31 St.
Kenner
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
G.T. Woods Elementary

JPPSS program invests in classroom leaders
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
launched a new program aimed at empowering the
district’s most valuable resources, its teachers. The
Ignite Teacher Leader Fellows program elevates its
educators as experts of their craft with the skills to
impact every child and teacher on their campus.
“It’s about increasing the capacity in our
schools by investing in our teachers,” said JPPSS Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. “This is something
we have worked hard on throughout the summer,
and we’re really excited about the potential of this
program.”
Ignite includes over 120 teachers at over 60
JPPSS campuses. As an Ignite Fellow, these teachers offer training and support to their colleagues
at their home campus. This comes in the form of
weekly professional development sessions rooted
in student data, student-centered follow-up support,
co-teaching and classroom observations. Ignite Fellows benefit from monthly training and professional
development by district leadership.
Ignite Fellows support the district’s Office

of Teaching and Learning with its three “big rocks”
this school year – implementing the new Tier 1 curriculum, teacher support and feedback, and ongoing professional development through instructional
leadership team meetings and clusters.
Along with sparking engagement across their
campus, Ignite Fellows feel the program also deepens their own abilities.
“Teacher leadership has encouraged me even
more than usual to research best practices and current trends in education to better inform and guide
my support of colleagues,” said Ignite Fellow and
Riviere Elementary teacher Lauren Landry. “Working with my colleagues in this role brings out the
best educator in me, and my students benefit from
that, as well.”
Ignite was developed during Dr. Brumley’s 100day entry plan. It complements the work already taking place to improve outcomes for all students and
make JPPSS one of the most improved districts in
the state.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
District 2
St. Ville Elementary
1121 Pailet Avenue
Harvey
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
St. Ville Elementary

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
District 8
Bissonet Plaza Elementary
6818 Kawanee Drive
Metairie
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
Bissonet Plaza Elementary

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
District 7
Hazel Park/Hilda
Knoff Elementary
8809 Jefferson Hwy.
River Ridge
Coffee Location
TBD
Town Hall Location
Hazel Park/Hilda Knoff
Elementary

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

October 11 & October 25
at Copeland Towers Suite
& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Why is voting important?
By Rafael E. Saddy
Voting. A word
defined by the Merriam-Webster Dictionary as “an expression of opinion or preference.” Our government
revolves around voting and elections so it makes
sense for Americans to make their opinions heard
through ballots.
Citizens of many other countries complain
about the world around them and many don’t have
the option to change that world. However, we do.
The American voter has the power to make decisions that can affect the country. If you don’t like
the way America is run and yet you don’t vote in
elections or make your opinions heard, then you
are at fault, not the government.
Young people, women and underrepresented
groups all fought hard for the right to vote. Even
today there are countries where people are still
fighting for the right to vote. Vote in honor of those
who can’t. Real values are expressed in actions, in
what you do and how you do it.
It’s in the best interest for any American,
including Hispanics, to get involved and exercise
your right to vote. Everyone who is registered to
vote should do so because everyone has an opinion. In America’s democracy, we value our ability
to choose who is in office and revel in the fact
that we have a say in what goes on in the political
world. However, when less than half the country is
voting regularly and not everyone is making their
voice heard, can we call this democracy?

Every vote counts whether in a local, congressional or presidential election. By voting you
have the opportunity to voice your opinion and
that’s the opportunity to make a real and immediate change. How often do you get this chance?
For the upcoming election on November 6
we will have a chance to vote for a Louisiana Secretary of State, U. S. Representative, juvenile judge
and parish school board member along with many
constitutional amendments and propositions. October 9 is the last day to register to vote. October
23 through October 30 is early voting. November 6
is Election Day. The polls are open from 6:00 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m.
For information such as precinct number,
polling site location, candidates, which district
you are in, election results or any other elections
related information, go online to the Louisiana
Secretary of State’s website at www.geauxvote.
com or call the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters at 736-6191.
Community announcements
October 4 - October 7 – Cervantes Foundation presents the multi-day festival Que Pasa
Fest at Lafraniere Park. For information call 6159070 or visit www.quepasafest.com.
October 7 – Audubon Zoon presents Celebración Latina at the Zoo. Music, entertainment,
cultural presentations, folkloric dancers, cuisine
and community outreach agencies. For information call 504-212-5253.
October 13 - Ochsner Medical Center –Kenner presents its 2018 Hispanic Health Fair from

9:00 am until 12 noon at 200 West Esplanade Ave.,
Kenner in the Atrium. RSVP preferred but not
needed. Call 504-464-8112.
October 13 & 20 - Gala Music presents Latin
night Bamboleo at the House of Blues. For information call 850-766-4602.
October 13 - Carnaval Latino “Viva New
Orleans” is presented by the Hispanic-American Musicians and Artists Cultural Association
H.A.M.A.C.A., a 501 (c) (3) foundation that is
dedicated to promoting and fostering the art and
culture of the Hispanic community. For additional
information call 504-528-8560.
October 20- 12th annual Housing and
Health Fair at Dillard University, for information call 504-473-1141.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs and access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2571.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV, Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99, has Hispanic
TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and
program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and
click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV
Facebook/YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Not voting is
not a protest. It is a surrender”.
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural
Diversity Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the
governing board of directors of Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Health

Free abdominal aortic aneurysm screenings
The average person assumes aneurysms only
occur in the head. Abdominal aortic aneurysm
(AAA) is the most common aneurysm. People
who experience a rupture in the body’s largest
blood vessel seldom survive. AAA could best be
described as a time bomb in the body. AAA affects
an aging population. Males have the higher risk of
developing AAA.
University Medical Center of New Orleans,
AAAneurysm Outreach and W.L. Gore and Associates are planning a free screening event October
13, 2018, from 8:00 a.m. to noon for abdominal
aortic aneurysm and thoracic aortic aneurysms, in
the UMC Conference Center located at 2000 Canal Street in New Orleans. Other partners include
Luke’s House Clinic and Healthy Blue Louisiana.
“This screening test is a simple ultrasound.
It only takes a few minutes and is painless,” according to William Risher, MD. “If an aneurysm is
found early, it can be treated to prevent rupturing.”
Bilingual Spanish and English medical professionals will be on hand at this event.
Appointments are offered to individuals

over 60 and also to men over 55 who have a family history of aneurysms. Men 65 to 75 who have
ever smoked are especially encouraged to participate. Advance registration and eight-hour
fast required. Refreshments will be provided
after ultrasound screenings are performed. Call
888-877-3801 to register.
Individuals 60 and older who have at least
two cardiovascular risk factors and men age 55
and older with a family history of abdominal
aortic aneurysm and at least one additional
cardiovascular risk factor are eligible for the
screening once every five years.
An abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) is a
ballooning of the abdominal aorta, the artery that
carries blood to the lower part of the body. This
type of aneurysm rupture is the third leading
cause of sudden death in men 60 and older in the
United States. It is estimated that more than one
million people are living today with an undiagnosed AAA. Risk factors for AAA include a history
of smoking, high blood pressure, high cholesterol
and hardening of the arteries.

J e f f e r s o n Pa r i s h
Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

Dine In or
Take Out
305-6422
2321 West Esplanade
between
Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Spooktacular treats this Halloween at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller
Halloween is
just around the corner which means
that once again Treasure Chest Casino asks, “Why should the kids get
all the treats?” We’ve got some great events
and chances to win all October long and now that
you’re an adult…
you can stay out
after dark!
In October,
the Vista Buffet is
cooking up some tasty
treats on Thursdays you will surely
want to stick your fangs into. Our all new “Thursday
Dinner Buffet” will feature Cajun fall favorites for
just $19.99 from 4:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. Enjoy all you
can eat Cajun classics like Cajun jambalaya, boudin,
alligator sausage, shrimp creole, meat pies, frog legs
and spicy fried chicken. That is one monster of a buffet special!
Speaking of monsters, that “Progressive Payday”
top prize is getting huge! Join us Thursday, October
18 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. when 15 winners

will be selected to instantly win $50 slot dollars plus
a chance to win the progressive top prize of $40,000
slot dollars! And as always, if the top prize isn’t won,
it’ll roll over to next month for a total of $50,000 slot
dollars, where one winner will be guaranteed to win.
Are you afraid of things that go bump in the
night? At Treasure Chest, a little bump means
you’re a winner! On Saturday, October 27 from
8:00 p.m. until
midnight, every
20 minutes one
lucky B Connected player will be
tapped on the shoulder
and awarded $250 slot dollars in
our “Tier-rrific Hot Seats.” Plus, as a B Connected
“Tier Perk,” win more slot dollars based on your card
level!
And that’s just a quick preview of all the fun
we’re scaring up at Treasure Chest this October. We
look forward to being your favorite haunt and as always, we look forward to seeing you on the lake!
(*Must be 21 or older to enter casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free.
Rules and restrictions apply. Treasure Chest Casino

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s
showroom during October
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for
more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Wed., October 3
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Thurs., October 11
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Seabrook

Sat., October 20
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
New Suit

Thurs., October 4
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., October 12
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Topcats

Sun., October 21
Closed

Fri., October 5
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Good Feelin’ Band

Sat., October 13
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Wiseguys

Sat., October 6
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Blenderz Band

Sun., October 14
Closed

Sun., October 7
Closed

Wed., October 17
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Wed., October 10
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Thurs., October 18
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Fri., October 19
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Summer Breeze

Wed., October 24
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night
Thurs., October 25
Closed Private Party
Fri., October 26
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Short Circuit
Sat., October 27
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director which is located is located at
5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit
the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or
3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30
pt
call 443-8000.
is located at 5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the
lake. Visit website at www.treasurechestcasino.com
or call 504-443-8000.

Complimentary
retirement plan reviews
Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
.

Lakeside Shopping Center
3301 Veterans Blvd Suite 205
Metairie, LA 70002
504-831-3499
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

MKT-5894I-A

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

7030 Canal Boulevard

PALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUND

Party with Us!

The Wave

The Wave has a shared
playground with one other
party or walk-in play guests.
During playtime, your guests
will enjoy reserved seating
in our café area.

ve The Tsunami
The Private Wa
The Private Wave allows you to
have a 2-hour private party. You
will have the full playground with
just your party guests. During
playtime your guests will enjoy
the whole café area for seating.

The Tsunami is a full 2-hour
private party in our
playground and café area.
Your guests will be able to
enjoy food and drinks in the
café area during the full party.

All Parties Include: 2 hours ★ Awesome Party Host ★ White Paper Products
Juice and Soda ★ Pizza ★ Set Up ★ Clean Up ★ 1 walk-in play pass for the birthday child
Food: You may bring the following items for the party rooms: Sandwich trays, Chicken Tenders, Fruit and
Vegetable Trays and Chips with Dips. NO OUTSIDE DRINKS ALLOWED.

Decorations: Our three private party rooms are decorated with colorful tables and chairs. However if you

would like to bring decorations, we would love to decorate your room for you! The following items are allowed:
balloons, table cloths and table toppers. We also have 7 adorable themed party room rental options for a $75 add
on price! (Frozen, Minnie, Mickey, Super Hero, Star Wars, Rainbow and Sesame Street)

504-828-8164

3011 N . I-10 Service Road East in Metairie • palmtreeplayground.com
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Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
North Terminal Concessions Layout
9/25/2018

Airport
from page 1

will move to the new terminal. The project is creating
thousands of new construction jobs and significant
opportunities for local businesses and disadvantaged
business enterprises (DBEs) in the region. In total,
the approximately 972,000 square-foot terminal will
feature three concourses, 35 gates, a new short-term,
long-term parking garage and surface parking lot next
to the terminal plus an economy garage with shuttle
service. It will also feature modern passenger conveniences like a consolidated checkpoint where passengers will have access to over 40 different food, beverage, news, gift and specialty retail concessions once
they are beyond security. The current facility will be
redeveloped. A land use study is currently underway to
determine the highest and best use for that part of the
airport’s property.
Based on an economic impact study by Timothy
Ryan, Ph.D., the airport’s economic impact will increase approximately 20 percent in the next six years.
When the new terminal is open, the airport will support more than 64,000 jobs, $6.4 billion in local spending and $2.4 billion in local earnings.
NOAB Chairperson Cheryl Teamer said, “We are
building an airport terminal that this community will
benefit from for generations to come. Over the last decade, we have reformed the New Orleans Aviation Board
making the operation more efficient and attractive to
airlines and putting a system of governance in place
that allows us to make timely and informed decisions
impacting this major economic driver. I’m grateful to our
experienced team of contractors and other professionals
for identifying and finding solutions to issues before they
become more costly and cumbersome in the future.”
NOAB Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole said, “It’s

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport North Terminal concessions layout
not every day that a project of this magnitude comes
along in this country and no city deserves a top-of-theline new airport facility like New Orleans does. That’s
why, as we enter the final phase of construction, we
are diligently evaluating the project to maximize our
use of resources and ensuring the proper checks and
balances are in place. I’m pleased that we have a fully
funded program that allows us add in features that will
benefit the traveling public in the long run while main-

24-hour electricAl service
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taining affordable costs for the airlines.”
From the beginning, the new terminal was designed with flexibility to allow the airport to adapt as
quickly as needed to meet the changing demands of the
aviation industry. With part of the new funding sources
identified, the airport is now extending the secured corridor that connects passengers arriving from international
flights to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection screening area. With this infrastructure in place, the airport will

Lamarque
from page 1

Residential • Commercial

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
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SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
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No Job Too Small - We Do all!
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We Shop For You!
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Lamarque Ford
Collision Center and they will do the rest,” said owner
Ronnie Lamarque. We fix every make and model, as well
as being one of the only body shops in the area to work on
aluminum vehicles. Always offering Lamarqueable service, appraisers/adjusters are on hand to give estimates
while customers enjoy some popcorn.”
Lamarque is introducing the first-ever 12-bay driveup Lamarque Quicklane service, keeping customers safe
and comfortable in inclement weather. This will allow
customers to receive quick service needs like brakes, batteries, tires, etc., on all makes and models while customers have a short wait. The Lamarque Quicklane is sched-

Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

Lamarque Preowned Superstore

467-0800
PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd 1

3409 Williams Blvd.
www.guffeyinsurance.net
4/23/16 7:26 PM

uled to open on October 15, 2018.
A Lamarque Pre-owned Superstore showroom
will showcase all makes and models of vehicles. The Lamarque Pre-owned Superstore is scheduled to open on
October 15, 2018.

have the ability to support future growth in international
flights as market demand dictates with a total of 5 passenger gates. The airport is also extending the canopy
over the arrivals curb area on the outside of the building,
providing more coverage for passengers standing outside.
While the majority of the $1.029 billion project cost
is backed by the airport’s 15 airlines through their lease
agreement with the airport, the new funding sources
come at no additional costs to the airlines or the community. The $20.3 million FAA grant will cover the costs
associated with expanding the existing apron area where
aircraft park, load and unload. This will free up funds previously earmarked for that part of the project and allow
the airport to find another appropriate use for them. Other new funding sources include a 10 percent match for
the FAA grant from the state of Louisiana Aviation Trust
Fund, additional funds from the Transportation Security
Agency (TSA) Electronic Baggage Screening Program,
airport capital funds if needed and other funds made
available as a result of changes or new developments in
the program.
HGBM discovered that the terminal’s main
sewer line was sagging during a camera inspection
in June before it was closed up and paved over. The
sag in the sewer line compromises the gravity flow of
waste from the entire terminal facility. Upon discovering this issue, HGBM immediately began working on
a solution with the airport’s design team and project
management team. The New Orleans Aviation Board
was notified of the issue with the sewer line at its recent July board meeting where it approved an emergency change order to quickly address this matter.
The contractor has now finalized a solution that includes the installation of a force main sewer line with
lift stations costing $7.5 million. The contractor will
complete the installation by April 30, 2019, and the
terminal will open to the public on May 15, 2019.

“What’s to come?” said Lamarque. “Well, metro New
Orleans has been crying for a Lincoln dealership. You got
it and you’re gonna love it.” A brand-new state-of-the-art
Lamarque Lincoln dealership, the only one in the New
Orleans area, is scheduled to open May of 2019.
Lamarque is also revamping his Lamarque Ford
dealership with drive-up service and much more. Access
to and around the Lamarque Automotive Complex will
be accomplished through an easy drive down the newly
designated Lamarque Avenue.

Lamarque Lincoln
“This major expansion by Ronnie Lamarque is great
news for the city of Kenner as well as for car owners and
prospective car buyers throughout the area,” Mayor Ben
Zahn said. “This makes a tremendous statement about
the business climate in the city of Kenner and we appreciate Ronnie Lamarque’s continued confidence and
investment in our city.”
If you have lived in the New Orleans area for any
amount of time it is impossible to not have heard the
name Ronnie Lamarque. Lamarque said the dealership currently enjoys a large following and this development will expand upon that loyal customer base. “With
unmatched deals and top-notch service, it is no wonder
that Lamarque Ford has been rated the number one Ford
dealer in the metro New Orleans market for many years
in a row,” said Lamarque.
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Farmers Market
from page 1

bringing grass-fed beef, pork and lamb, and will also be
joined by the Indian Springs Growers Association, drawing on their 30 plus farmer members to bring a great selection of produce all year long. “Look out for other great
additions to our value-added and prepared food selections coming onboard throughout the year,” said Harrison.
Mike Ince, Kenner Community Development Department Interim Director and Main Street Manager
says, “The city of Kenner and Rivertown Main Street are
excited to begin a new season with Crescent City Farmers Market. We continue this great partnership with the
goal of creating and sustaining a healthy food option and

Chateau Estates Golf and Country Club
from page 1

Jefferson Parish.
The country club and the golf course were the
first to undergo construction back in 1971. As the
initial construction started to resemble a golf course,
the residential area of Chateau Estates began to be
developed as lots began to be offered for sale. The
tennis courts were ready in August of 1973 and the
golf course opened in September. The clubhouse officially opened three months later on New Year’s Eve
with an extravagant celebration for all members and
numerous dignitaries throughout the state of Louisiana, including Edwin Edwards, the governor at that
time.
When Jefferson Downs Racetrack was built on
the lakefront at what was then Sunset Boulevard,
now Joe Yenni Boulevard, and the end of what was
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small business incubator for the district while promoting
the agricultural history of Kenner to both travelers and
locals. This will mark the second season of the newly reopened Rivertown Farmers Market and we could not be
happier with the participating vendors and CCFM.”
“We were very impressed with the transformation
of the Farmers Market after Crescent City took over
in May,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. “I want to congratulate Angelina Harrison and Crescent City officials
for their hard work, as well as our Main Street Manager
Mike Ince. We are looking forward to continued growth
as the market reopens and people see the quality and
much wider selection available.”
Market Umbrella will continue to run programs
like Market Match, where SNAP dollars spent at mar-

ket are doubled, dollar for dollar, up to $20 per market
day. All of the produce vendors are certified to take the
Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) vouchers
for seniors and WIC recipients, which expire at the end
of November.
CCFM Executive Director Kate Parker points out,
“An important part of our mission is to provide a viable
livelihood to farmers, fishers, ranchers and other local
food producers, while also increasing fresh food access
for customers through our markets and accompanying
programming.”
Located at the base of the levee at the river end of
Williams Boulevard, the market will be a weekly happening, rain or shine, added to the roster of cultural and family attractions in historic Rivertown including Oktoberfest,

the Planetarium, the Space Science Complex, Heritage
Park and the Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts,
as it also builds on the revitalization of the area.
“I look forward to the city of Kenner’s Rivertown
Farmers Market and its collaboration with the Crescent
City Farmers Market reopening in October,” said Kenner
District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll. The ‘new’ market
has the potential to advance and reconnect the metropolitan area with Kenner’s historic produce past. It is just
one more part to South Kenner’s Rivertown area that is
beginning to take shape as a destination for the citizens
of Kenner and families in our surrounding area.”
More info can be found at www.crescentcityfarmersmarket.org or on Facebook at @rivertownfarmersmarketkenner.

yet to become Chateau Boulevard, the state agreed
to widen Williams Boulevard from its existing twolane, two-way road which was a boon for Kenner and
Chateau Estates, opening up the corridor of north
Kenner.”
Michelle Swanner Yenni
has served as the club’s general manager for the past ten
years. Yenni spent much of
her childhood at the country
club after her grandfather, Al
Swanner, bought the facility in
1991.
The club offers a host of membership options – regular, corporate, social, ladies and
tennis. Members can enjoy the club’s main dining
room which features a Wednesday night family buffet,
Thursday night steak specials, Friday night seafood
specials and a Sunday champagne brunch along with

regular menu items. Lunch is served every day except
Monday, when the club is closed. The main dining
room’s large bar offers daily happy hour specials on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Special events
for members such as French cuisine night, a
Cinco de Mayo celebration, Asian buffet nights, lobster nights, barbecue nights, bingo, pool movie
nights and wine tastings
are regularly held. The
club has free monthly
member activities including an annual member crawfish boil and extravagant Christmas party. Every year a formal New
Year’s Eve dinner and party are held in the Grand
Ballroom. The club offers special food celebrations
for most holidays, such as Fourth of July and Labor
Day. During football season special indoor tailgate

parties are scheduled. Members can join fitness
and dancing classes. Birthdays, anniversaries, showers and special events, along with weddings can be
booked in special rooms in the club.
In recent years, the club enjoys hosting community driven and family-focused events. One of their
most popular fundraisers, the Kenner Wine and Food
event, is open to the public and is a community charity affair. This year it will be held on Thursday, October
18, 2018. The country club also hosts another public,
charitable event each year, a Sipping with Santa fundraiser, which will be held for the ninth time in December. That event, which benefits the Kenner Food
Bank, has raised an impressive nearly $100,000 since
its inception.
Chateau Golf and Country Club has a new website, www.chateaugcc.com, with more information
and upcoming events.

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –
Office paper
Newspaper, including color inserts
Magazines & catalogs
Junk mail & telephone books
Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes
12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes
Other corrugated cardboard
– METAL PRODUCTS –
Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids
– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –
Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,
which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,
waxed juice & milk cartons
Essentially everything constructed out of plastic
should be marked with one of the codes shown below

Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED
THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.
NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM
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AS A TIER PERK:
Sapphire members selected
will receive an additional
$250 Slot Dollars

SAPPHIRE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
8:00pm - Midnight

Emerald members selected
will receive an additional
$500 Slot Dollars

EMERALD

Simply play with your B Connected Card
for your chance to win!

Onyx members selected
will receive an additional
$750 Slot Dollars

ONYX

One winner selected every
20 minutes from 8:00pm - Midnight
to instantly win $250 Slot Dollars.

Titanium members selected
will receive an additional
$1,000 Slot Dollars

Must have B Connected Card inserted in slot machine to be eligible.
Otherrestrictions apply. See B Connected Club for details.

Progressive

Earn entries August 28 – September 3. 10 Tier Credits = 1 Entry. B Connected members receive one free entry. Check-in begins at 4:00pm on drawing day.

PROGRESSIVE PAYDAY

$

40,000

DRAWING

GUARANTEED

$

200

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18
7:00pm - 9:00pm
15 Winners will be selected to
instantly win $50 SLOT DOLLARS.
At 9:30pm, all qualifiers will select an envelope worth
at least $200 up to $40,000 SLOT DOLLARS!
Must be 21 or older. Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at 6:00pm on
promotion day. Earn entries October 1 - 18. 10 Tier Credits = 1 entry. Max of
three additional drawings will be run for unclaimed winners. Receive one free
entry during promotion. Progressive prize assumes roll over from September
drawing, otherwise top prize will be $10,000 Slot Dollars.
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