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Snowy forecast predicted for December
16 at the Christmas Village
Snow is forecast for Sunday, December 16, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. until
10:00 p.m.in Kenner’s Christmas Village and a special free concert will
be given by The Top Cats from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Christmas Village
was moved to Kenner City Park last year to make room for a new skating
rink and other additions. Kenner City Park is located at the corner of Loyola
and Vintage drives.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser, members
of the Kenner City Council and a special guest will turn on the lights to the city’s
Christmas tree in the park during the Christmas Village opening at 7:00 p.m. on
Friday, November 30 with the popular New Orleans country cover band, 90 Degrees West, performing from 7:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
The 1,800-square-foot synthetic skating rink returns this year, along with
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City of Kenner set important projects for 2019
Several important projects to improve the
city’s infrastructure, at a total cost of millions of
dollars, are scheduled to take place in 2019, with
a couple of additional vital projects expected to
begin in early 2020.
“We will be starting work on some very highprofile projects in the next year or so,” Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn said. “We always wish we could
do even more, but we are doing the absolute best
we can with the money that is available to us.”
Airport connector road – This project to
build a four-lane divided roadway began in December of 2017. The total construction cost is just
over $6 million and the work will include noise
walls, landscaping, roadway lighting, sprinklers

and drainage-related work on the south side of
Veterans that will be an extension of Loyola Drive
to service traffic entering the new North Terminal. There also will be additional turning lanes on
Loyola between Interstate 10 and Veterans Boulevard to help with the traffic flow. The current estimated completion date is February, 2019.
Statewide Flood Control Program – Phase
III of this project to install new sub-surface drainage and make upgrades to existing drainage in and
around the Audubon Place and University City
subdivisions began in October. The work is from
Tulane Drive and Houston Place to Kilgore Place.
DOTD is paying for 90 percent of the estimated
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New airport construction on schedule

Kenner Food Bank needs holiday donations

Construction of Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport’s new 35-gate, $1 billion replacement terminal is still on track for completion

“We at the Kenner Food Bank have continued to
see an increase in food requests this year and especially during the holiday season,” said Chavonne Thompson, director.” We really need help from our supporters
to handle the growing call for food and other essential
items. In the past several months it has been challenging to meet the demands.”
A part of the newly created Kenner Citizens
Services Department and a member agency of Second
Harvest Food Bank Greater New Orleans and Acadiana, the Kenner Food Bank receives weekly deliveries
from Second Harvest. Other community partners, such
as local churches, businesses, schools, civic groups
and concerned families and individuals also help keep
the food bank stocked.
“Our mission is to ensure that

in May 2019. Progress continues on the terminal
and roadways.
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families, the elderly and the homeless requesting our
help will receive it, but we have had to have families
come back on another day because we have run out of
food,” said Thompson.
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Kenner state of the city address given by Mayor Zahn
On November
15, 2018, Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn
addressed a Kenner
Business Association
luncheon meeting
Kenner Mayor
regarding the state
Ben Zahn
of the city. Below are
excerpts and highlights
of Mayor Zahn’s speech.
First of all, I want to thank the Kenner
Business Association for putting this on and for
everyone who has attended to see the interest
in the city of Kenner. We have a lot to talk about
today. I want to thank first, our chief of police,
our city council, including our four new council
members. Kenner Police Chief Glaser can’t be
here today, but starting with George Branigan,

Mike Sigur, Brian Brennan, Kristi McKinney,
Tom Willmott, Glenn Hayes and Greg Carroll,
who also could not be here. I want to thank them
for the continued cooperation, enthusiasm and
eagerness to put the city where it needs to be. I’d
like to have a round of applause for these guys for
what they do.
Since we started in July, they have been
dedicated to working together, moving us forward and making Kenner proud. Thank you very
much. The many accomplishments that we’re
going to talk about today also go toward my administration and to each and every employee
that works for the city of Kenner with our directors and assistant directors and I want to thank
them also. Kenner’s future is bright. We all know
that. You’ve seen, you’ve heard what we’ve been
doing. We are a more clean, more resident and
business-friendly community. We definitely want
to continue that to make sure that our best years
are yet to come.

Quality of life
Citywide beautification
We started a year ago with citywide beautification. I think I stood before you last year and I
talked about a simple thing called a
street sweeper that
we did not have. We
went with a previous council and
made sure that we
bought that street
sweeper. If you look
around, you see
that our streets are
a lot cleaner than they were two years ago and
also our trees are being trimmed. It’s a lot to do, I
know, because we’re still working on those palm
trees that were hit by a big freeze last year.
If you look, just recently, George Branigan and myself have done some beautification

on West Esplanade. Immediately when he was
elected, he came in and he looked at the rabbit with me. I’m sorry to say it, but it’s an ugly
white rabbit in the median on West Esplanade
that probably will be
painted. But we
cleaned that up
and put some brick
around that. Just recently, George and
I met with Jimmy
Dennis and we’re
doing some more
gardens on West Esplanade. You’ll see
it throughout the city. We started in District 4
first only because, as I’ll talk about later, that is a
hub that we have to address. So, I want to thank
George for working on that, like every council
person will be doing in their districts.
page 20
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Opening Night
Kenner City Park * 3800 Loyola Drive

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser
and the Kenner City Council will turn on the Christmas lights

FRIDAY, NOV. 30 AT 7 PM 90 Degrees West performs 7:30-9:30 pm

*

Snowy Night in Kenner’s Christmas Village
Real Snow ❄ Sunday, Dec. 16 ❄ 6 pm - 10 pm
❄

7 pm - 8:30 pm

Village Open Nov. 30th-Dec. 30th * Friday -Sunday * 6-10 pm featuring

Ice Skating * Live Performances * Food & Shopping * Biergarten
FREE PARKING FREE ADMISSION
N ine Planets

and Counting

How many planets are there in our
Visit kenner.recdesk.com for detailssolarorsystem?
call
Nine,468-7211
right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of
objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step
Contact recreation@kenner.la.us to request information
on
aJustvendor
a The
performer
anyway?
answer may surprise you.
back to
look atbeing
the big picture.
what is a planet,or

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different
countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes defy
gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

LASER HOLIDAYS

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights
and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

Season of Light

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas? • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah? • What did the Wise Men really see in the
East? Find these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky at
the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change
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Sunday Gallon
specials!
Happy Hour Specials $19
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Take Charge
of Your
Retirement
Plan

MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM

Eggnog
Daiquiri
Now Served!
Daiquiri Run on 61 • 266-2472 • 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC |
Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed
affiliates | Not FDIC insured | Not bank guaranteed | May lose value
|Not a bank deposit | Not insured by any Federal Government agency.

800-223-2060 | GULFCOASTWEALTHMANAGEMENT.COM
GCB_KennerStar_Retirement_ad.indd 1

8/16/18 3:44 PM

WE OFFER
{ One-on-one personal
training in a PRIVATE facility.

MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer

{ Comprehensive one-on one
evaluation including movement
screening, diet, and lifestyle
analysis. You will leave with
a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
{ Early morning & after work
appointments available

See website for bio, classes & more info Lovittlife.com
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie | 615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com
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Recipe Corner
BAKED MACARONI
By foodieforone.com

Traditionally, a major side dish for the
holidays or any time of the year!
INGREDIENTS
16 ounces elbow or shell macaroni
4 eggs
1/2 stick of butter
4 cups sharp cheddar, freshly grated
4 ounces cream cheese
2 cups whole milk
DIRECTIONS
Boil pasta according to package directions. Drain and return to pot. Add 3 cups
of cheddar cheese, milk and eggs, butter and cream cheese.
Add salt and pepper to taste.
Place in a greased 9 x13 casserole dish. Top with remaining cup of cheddar
cheese.
Bake at 400 degrees for 25 to 30 minutes.
Enjoy! Have a blessed, happy and healthy holiday season!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by
step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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State of the city: Kenner is thriving
By Allan Katz
Just about a
dozen years ago, the
then-mayor and thenmembers of the Kenner City Council were deeply concerned that Kenner was a dying city.
They believed the city was under-funded and
would no longer be able to provide the excellent
level of services that was an important part of the
quality of life in Kenner. They were afraid that the
city’s population was aging and that young families
were more attracted to new communities in the
River Parishes and on the North Shore than to
Kenner’s neighborhoods. And, at the time, major
companies preferred to invest their millions of
dollars in places other than Kenner. In a word, the
city’s political leaders feared that Kenner was an
aging suburb that could no longer compete with
the nice gated communities that were springing
up elsewhere in the metro area.
What a difference 12 years can make. If you
were fortunate to hear Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s

recent state of the city address, you would surely
his administration, the city council, the police and
think that Kenner near the end of 2018 is on a roll
fire departments and the community make him
and about to enter into an unprecedented era of “Kenner Proud.”
economic and cultural growth. How did this turnI’ve had a chance over the years to watch Ben
around happen? In my opinion, the catalyst for
Zahn is his various tenures as a Kenner councilchange was leadership from both the city’s politi- man, a Jefferson Parish councilman and Kenner
cal and business leadership. Mayor Zahn’s prede- mayor. I can tell you that he is a very hard-working,
cessor did an excellent job, followed by Zahn’s very
focused guy who surrounds himself with other
strong, hard-working administration.
people who share his work ethic and commitment
Kenner is not a dying city as some said in
to Kenner. One of Mayor Zahn’s characteristics is
the past,” said Mayor Zahn in his state of the city
that he hates things that are dirty and shabby. That
address. “Kenner today is a thriving, vibrant city
is why there have been multiple sweeps through
where our administration, the city council and
Kenner neighborhoods looking for violations to
the community all work together with energy and
the city’s building code. So far, in 2018 there have
enthusiasm every day.” The mayor also praised
been more than 1,800 violations cited by the city’s
Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser and Fire Chief
inspectors.
Ryan Bergeron. Crime is down four percent in
Another area for optimism is economic
2018 compared to 2017 and the fire department
growth. The outstanding Kenner Ochsner Mediresponded to 158 fires and 507 medical emergen- cal Center in the last few years has invested more
cies. Kenner has an excellent police department
than $5 million in new facilities. Car dealer Ronnie
and is one of the safest cities in the Gulf South. As
Lamarque is investing $35 million in his Williams
for the fire department, very often their response
Boulevard tract. Two other car dealerships will be
to medical emergencies is the difference between
opening their doors in 2019. The Kenner Discovery
life and death. Zahn says the cooperative efforts of
Health Sciences Academy is clearing ground for a

beautiful new campus. Kenner Discovery School is
being recognized as one of Louisiana’s academic
best. And, of course, there is the billion-dollar terminal almost completed at the Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport in the center of
Kenner. It is clear that some very smart folks think
that Kenner is a great place to invest their dollars.
And, when they invest millions, they also create
jobs for the Kenner economy.
However, my favorite moment at the state of
the city speech was the mayor’s introduction of
Captain Klean, a happy, tail-wagging dog who will
be a great mascot and symbol for Zahn’s clean-up
efforts throughout the city.
A dozen years ago, there was fear that Kenner was decaying and being left behind. Today,
happily, it appears that Kenner is on the verge of
a time when the city embraces its role as one of
the brightest, most progressive jewels in the Gulf
South.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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The governor’s race will be competitive and expensive
By Jeff Crouere
After a contentious mid-term election,
most of the country
will have a respite from
politics in 2019. It will be a very different story in Mississippi, Kentucky and Louisiana, which are the states
that will have races for governor. Of the three states,
Louisiana is the only one with a Democratic governor,
John Bel Edwards.
Republicans will be making a concerted effort
to defeat Edwards and retake the powerful position of
governor. It is an especially attractive target for Republicans since Louisiana is a red state that has not voted
for a Democrat for president since the 1996 election.
Of the state’s congressional delegation, only one is a
Democrat. Likewise, among the statewide elected officials, only Edwards is a Democrat.
While Edwards can be defeated it will not be easy.
He has amassed a significant political war chest of over
$5 million, which will only grow as the election draws
nearer. Another factor to consider is that it is always
difficult to defeat an incumbent governor of Louisiana.
The last time that happened was in 1991, the infamous
race featuring the slogan, “Vote for the Crook, It’s Important.” Governor Buddy Roemer was squeezed out
of a run-off after finishing third behind GOP candidate
David Duke and Democrat candidate Edwin Edwards.
In 2019, Edwards will surely not face a challenge
from within his party. His major opponents will be Republicans and the most formidable one appears to be
U.S. Senator John Kennedy. With the announcement
that Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry is running for re-election, the stage is set for Kennedy to announce his entrance into the race.
The senator has indicated he will make an announcement in early December. If he runs, Kennedy
will be the slight favorite in the race and will have a
realistic opportunity to defeat Edwards.
Kennedy has several advantages in the race. His
name is political gold and, believe it or not, some voters

associate him with the popular former U.S. President
John F. Kennedy. Most importantly, he is a conservative
Republican who is in agreement ideologically with the
58 percent of the state voters who supported Donald
Trump in the 2016 presidential race. In contrast, Governor Edwards has supported some moderate and liberal
policies, unlike the mostly conservative platform he
espoused in the 2015 campaign.
Upon taking office, Edwards expanded LGBT
rights, even though he did not campaign on that issue. He has supported an increase in state sales taxes,
which gave Louisiana the highest rate in the nation.
Even after a partial renewal, Louisiana has the second
highest state and local sales tax rate in the nation.
The governor has been a strong advocate for
criminal justice reform. He pushed the legislature to
pass a package of bills that led to approximately 2,000
inmates being released early from prison. Among this
group, at least 27 percent have returned to criminal
behavior. Even worse, according to Orleans Parish District Attorney Leon Cannizzaro, six of these released
inmates have been charged with murder.
If he runs, Kennedy would have some important
issues to discuss with state voters. Possibly the most
powerful one from a campaign standpoint was just
announced by the state legislative auditor. He issued
a bombshell report showing potential waste of $85 million in the Medicaid program.
After his election, Governor Edwards expanded
the state Medicaid rolls by 400,000 people. He has consistently opposed Republican legislative proposals to
eliminate fraud in the program, so he could be vulnerable on this issue.
Currently, recipients are requested to self-report
their income and there is not a rigorous procedure to
certify recipients are staying within income levels required by the program. The report highlighted some
Louisiana recipients making salaries of over $100,000
per year and still receiving Medicaid. Obviously, some
Louisiana residents are continuing to enjoy Medicaid
benefits and are neglecting to report a positive change
in their income.

After the report was released, Kennedy blasted
the administration and called for the governor to fire
the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health,
Dr. Rebekah Gee. In Kennedy’s view, “Actions ought to
have consequences. If this was in the private sector, Dr.
Gee would have been fired an hour after that report.”
In response, the governor’s press secretary called
Kennedy’s remarks “baseless” and said he has “too
much free time in Washington.” Rather than firing Dr.
Gee, the Edwards administration praised her job performance.
If he runs, Kennedy will highlight the issue of
Medicaid fraud and his long-established role as a taxpayer watchdog. For example, as state treasurer, Kennedy often issued reports on the state wasting millions
of dollars on out of state consultants. While legislators
usually ignored his reports, if he is elected governor,
Kennedy will no longer be ignored.
It remains to be seen whether Kennedy will run
for governor as his current position of United States
Senator has many benefits, including a significant
amount of national media exposure. Nonetheless, Senator Kennedy has always had a strong interest in state
affairs and it will be surprising if he declines to enter
this race. Polls show he has a slight lead over Edwards
and he would be considered a marginal favorite. With
a real chance to be elected to the top position in the
state, it will be hard for Kennedy to say no.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO
990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and
provides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more
information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Christmas fun abounds in Kenner
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
From the river
to the lake, there will
be more free events
for the family this
year in Kenner than ever before.
We carefully scheduled events for Christmas
Village in City Park and Christmas in Rivertown so
that no one has to miss any of the Christmas fun.
The celebrating starts on Friday, November
30 with the official opening of Christmas Village
in City Park, located at Loyola and Vintage drives.
Along with Kenner Police Chief Mike Glaser
and members of the Kenner City Council, we will
be turning on the lights to the Kenner Christmas
Tree at 7:00 p.m. Captain Klean and a special guest
will be present to help.

The popular country cover band, 90 Degrees
West, will perform from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. for “Opening Night.” Christmas Village will be open Fridays
through Sundays from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. through
December 30.
We moved Christmas Village to Kenner City
Park last year to have the room for an 1,800-squarefoot synthetic skating rink, along with plenty of
food from several local restaurants, drinks, crafters and school bands, choirs and local performers.
There are several special events planned for
the month that the Christmas Village is open. That
includes “Breakfast with Santa” on both December
1 and December 15, from 9:00 a.m. to noon and a
“Grinch Party” on December 21. This pizza party
includes games, arts and crafts, pictures with the

Grinch and more.
Parents are asked to pre-register for those
three events. Online registration is available at
kenner.recdesk.com.
Sunday, December 23 should be a special day
at Christmas Village with a “Winter Wonderland”
for those who want to enjoy some snow and a free
concert from the Top Cats.
Also, back from last year is the Bavarian Biergarten and Santa’s Workshop, where Santa will be
available for pictures each night.
Christmas in Rivertown will kick off on Saturday, Dec. 1 after the opening of Christmas Village.
Festivities begin at noon and continue until 8 p.m.
with music from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. from the New Orleans Blend Carolers, a craft fair and photos with
Santa from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The official Rivertown Christmas tree lighting
ceremony will take place at 6 p.m. and will be followed by a free showing “The Star” on a 25-foot outdoor screen in Heritage Park, 2015 Fourth Street.

For the next three Thursdays – December 6,
13 and 20, Christmas in Rivertown is open to everyone to enjoy the Christmas lights in Heritage Park
and entertainment from local school, church and
dance groups.
And for anyone looking for something to do on
Mondays and Tuesdays, enjoy the Christmas lights
and decorations throughout the city. Once again,
we’ve put up Christmas lights across Williams
Boulevard from Kenner Avenue to Joe Yenni, and
figurines and flags are on light poles throughout
the city.
From my family to yours…Merry Christmas
and have a joyous “New Year.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.
la.us.

Making residents “Kenner Proud”
By Kristi Katsanis McKinney – Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large
Friends and
neighbors of the
city of Kenner, I
am honored and
blessed to be representing you as your Councilwoman at-Large, Division A. As an at-Large
councilmember, I represent all of the citizens
of Kenner from Lake Pontchartrain to the Mississippi River. When I was elected this year, I
was excited to get started and have a positive
and lasting impact on the city of Kenner, where
I grew up and am raising my family.
I was born and raised in Kenner and am
proud to say that I grew up in Kenner. I have
lived in several different cities nationally and
even internationally for a short time, but I returned home to start my family. I went to high
school at Bonnabel where I met my husband,
Sean McKinney. We have four children ranging
from almost two years old to fifteen years old.
Three of them attend school at Kenner Discovery Health Science Academy (KDHSA). I am
working to make Kenner the place they want to
raise their families as well.
I want to transform the city of Kenner into
the best place for families to raise their children.
I envision the city being known as the safest and

family-friendliest city in the state of Louisiana.
The city has so much to offer residents currently
in terms of education, safety and recreation. We
must continue to build upon those strengths and
work to eliminate those items that are current
challenges like economic development.
One of the best things we have done so
far as a city council is open up the city council meetings to a more diverse audience. At the
September 6 council meeting we changed the
regular meeting times, for the next six months,
from the first and third Thursdays at 5:00 p.m.
to the first Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
and Friday at 11:00 a.m. after the third Thursday of the month. In March 2019, we will reconsider if the change in times for the meetings
open them up to more citizens and if we would
like to make it permanent.
In October and November, the meetings at
the new times have been better attended than
the previous meetings that were held since I was
inaugurated in July. The KDHSA Student Council
and the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton seventh graders
recently attended the daytime meetings to witness government in action. I have received very
positive feedback from the students and teachers
on the change in meeting times. Additionally, el-

like us

on Facebook

Annual Holiday Party

Tuesday, December 11th 5:30pm - 8:00pm
The Crossing: 519 Williams Blvd.
Tickets: $30 each

January Luncheon

Guest Speaker: Lt. Governor William Nungesser

Thursday, January 17th 11:30am - 1:00pm
Chateau Golf & Country Club: 3600 Chateau Blvd.
Networking Information
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Luncheon Information
Contact Judy La Bella: 416-7637

derly residents from Laketown Village (formerly
Brookhaven) have visited during the October and
November meetings as well. The later evening
meetings have had increased attendance as well.
I am excited that we are opening government up
to new faces ranging from students to the elderly.
The second thing that I have witnessed
as a city council member and parent of recreation-aged children are the efforts to improve
the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department
in the city. The new director, Chad Pitfield, appointed in May by Mayor Ben Zahn, has made
incredible strides in opening up the parks and
recreation department and improving the playgrounds and parks. In my discussions with the
director, I know that we share a vision of the
parks and recreation department to expand the
services offered and make it a top-rate department in the city. We need to offer more sports
and recreation opportunities for our kids. We
need to grow the ability of the city to attract
more outside recreation events to bring revenue to the city of Kenner as well as showcase
what the city of Kenner has to offer to its residents.
I am currently excited about supporting
the Christmas Village in Kenner City Park with
funding to improve the long-term growth of the
event and attract more citizens from the city
as well as from neighboring areas like Metairie
and St. Charles Parish. I think that everyone
will be happy with the new decorations and
displays as well as the German Biergarten. I
hope that everyone comes out and enjoys the
festivities throughout the month of December.
I am also excited to attend the recreation department’s “Breakfast with Santa” event on
December 15 with my family. I think offering
low-cost family events are great for building a
strong community and showcasing those bonds
within the city.
One of the most important issues that I
believe is a key factor in attracting residents to
the city of Kenner and making those that are
current residents more enthusiastic is bring-

ing in a variety of new businesses that attract
younger people and families. I met with the new
economic development coordinator, Kelly Hand,
and have shared my ideas and vision with her.
She has been working the past few months to
build relationships locally and nationally to attract a good mix of businesses to the area and
I believe that she will have some exciting announcements in the coming months.
The council and I have also voted to support the creation of Kenner own visitor’s bureau,
Visit Kenner. It was created to attract tourism
to Rivertown and destinations throughout the
city as well as assist the Pontchartrain Center
in hosting events. I am excited to work with the
executive director, Carolyn Barrett, who has
many years of experience in attracting tourism
to the city and parish. For more information,
check out their website at www.visitkenner.us
and Facebook page @VisitKenner.us. With the
opening of the new airport in 2019, the city of
Kenner is poised to have many opportunities to
grow and expand in terms of tourism.
Finally, I want to thank the residents of the
city of Kenner for the opportunity to serve you and
your families on the city council. I realize the great
trust that was given to me in this capacity and I
proudly serve to the best of my capability. If there
is anything that I can do to assist or if you want to
share your thoughts with me, please contact me
or my assistant, Nicole Normand, at my office 4687247 or on my cell phone at 250-3117. I can also be
reached via email at divisiona@kenner.la.us. You
can also follow me on Facebook at @KennerAtLargeDivisionA.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and
a wonderful new year! My hope for the next year
is to work to make everyone in Kenner, “Kenner
Proud!”
Kenner Councilwoman-at-large Kristi Katsanis McKinney’s office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilwoman McKinney can be reached at
468-7247 or by email at divisiona@kenner.la.us.
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Your safety spreads more holiday cheer
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
watching and take vehicles that are easiest to steal.
Hang your belongings on hooks in dressing
rooms and public restrooms to avoid them being
snatched from under your feet.
When parking at shopping centers, do so in
areas that are properly lit and bring a shopping
partner along with you for safety.
Write down or mark your parked car’s location via your smart phone’s GPS. Being unable to
locate your vehicle can cause stress and confusion
that will make you an easy target for criminals.
Before you exit your vehicle, check the area to
make sure it looks safe and keep your engine running until you’re ready to leave your vehicle in case

Government
New floodplain portal on Kenner’s website
The best way to be prepared for the next emergency – whether it is a severe thunderstorm or a tropical system – is to have all of the available information.
Recently Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s team has upgraded the city’s website on a variety of issues to make that
easier for Kenner residents.
One area recently improving electronic information availability is the Kenner Inspections and Code
Enforcement Department, which is responsible for
floodplain activity in the city. Kenner participates in
the Community Rating System (CRS), which is a voluntary program designed to reward a community for
doing more than meeting the NFIP minimum requirements to reduce flood damage, and this department
handles various aspects of the CRS for the city.
While the city’s certified floodplain managers
continue to identify ways to mitigate or reduce risk
for flooding in Kenner, they have launched ways to
make things easier for residents and businesses. That
includes both existing or those looking to locate to
Kenner having more access quickly online to information than physically coming to the offices at Kenner
City Hall.
On the main floodplain main portal page, titled
“Flood and Drainage Information,” details regarding
flood insurance, property protection and flood maps
(called “FIRM” for Flood Insurance Rate Maps that
are approved by FEMA) can be reviewed with links
to additional resources. A new feature on this page is
hazard mitigation information for not only the city of

Kenner, but supplemental facets provided through
Jefferson Parish such as the “Brooms to Basins” program or information about coastal and environmental impacts. Links to flood warning programs for your
phone as well as river gauges (to see recorded water
levels) can be found on this page, too.
An extensive addition provides all new information for Kenner that describes “Flood Repetitive
Flood Loss Area” information, including a new analysis approved in September 2018 of the areas most
at risk for Kenner whereas another section of the
floodplain portal allows contractors or developers to
review the “Floodplain Development Permit” requirements.
Another very valuable tool for the city has also
been fully automated. It is now possible to get an elevation certificate online through the floodplain portal options.
Improving emergency preparedness and public
awareness activities are two areas where Kenner has
improved recently, so that residents, businesses and
visitors can be more aware of not only infrastructure
activity, but also steps that individuals can take to
help improve the community around flood and storm
water issues.
For more information about floodplain topics,
visit the city of Kenner’s website at www.kenner.la.us
and click on Inspections and Code Enforcement on
the left side to see the floodplain portal options available for review.

Submit an anonymous tip directly to the
Kenner Police Department about Criminal
/ Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, or Other
Types of Suspicious incidents in your
Community Go to www.kennerpd.com
Download the Kenner Police Department’s Mobile App,
which is a FREE download for Apple or Android available
through your devise app store by searching for the Kenner
Police Department. Crime tips can also be submitted through
the Mobile App. Kenner Police Department website:
http://www.kennerpd.com

you should need to flee the area quickly.
Do not have your arms completely filled when
going to your car, especially when it’s dark.
Make sure to put your purchases in the trunk
of your vehicle and out of sight so thieves aren’t
tempted to break into your vehicle.
Occasionally check your purse to make sure
it is securely closed to avoid becoming a victim of
pickpockets.
When ordering gifts online, make sure the
website you use is secure before providing your
credit card number.
Check into any unfamiliar organization looking for “holiday donations.”
After opening gifts, break down all boxes and
put them in plastic bags to hide the fact you have
valuable items in your home.
Be extremely careful using ATM machines
this time of year. Always use them in populated
places and pay close attention to what’s going on
around you.
When shopping during this time of year, forgo
carrying around large amounts of cash. Instead,
make gift purchases with checks or credit cards
when possible.
In your home, avoid displaying gifts where
they can easily be seen from a window or doorway.
Leaving gifts in plain view may attract unwanted
attention.
If you’ll be leaving town for the holidays, ask a
trusted neighbor to keep an eye on your home. Having someone pick up your mail and parking their

vehicle in your driveway from time to time will
give the appearance that someone is indeed home.
You can also create the illusion of someone being home by using timers on lights, radios and TVs.
Make a list of emergency contacts to bring
with you on your journey including state police information for each state you’ll be traveling through.
If you’ll be flying during the holidays, use
covered luggage tags to conceal your address and
consider using your office address instead of your
home address.
Keep an eye on your luggage and valuables
both in the airport and on your flight and consider
wearing a waist/fanny pack or neck wallet, especially while sleeping on a flight.
For extra peace of mind, feel free to contact the
Kenner Police Department at 712-2200 or use the
Kenner Police Department’s mobile app to request
a patrol of your home while you are away for the
holidays. The Kenner Police Department wishes you
and your loved ones a safe and happy holiday season.
Please feel free to contact me should you have any
safety issues or concerns.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app
for both Apple and Android devices and access the
Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills

December 20

Be A Confident Public Speaker

at Copeland Towers Suite
& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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As you finish
preparing for the
fast-approaching
holidays, you must remember that criminals are also very busy this time of
year. The most frequent holiday crimes are committed in and around shopping malls when you are not
paying attention. Please review the following safety
tips with your family. These suggestions will help you
have a safe and happy holiday season.
Avoid shopping when you are exhausted. You
are more alert when you are less tired.
Always lock your car doors, even if leaving
your car for just a moment. Car thieves are always

of K enn

Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

Dine In or
Take Out
305-6422
2321 West Esplanade
between
Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

How to make holiday celebrations safer
By Keith Crimen, Jr. – Kenner Fire Prevention Chief

SMALL JOBS

Autumn and winter bring on the
holiday season, which means families
and friends gathering for joyous occasions.
Typically, this time of year the homes
are decorated with Christmas trees full
of lights along with menorahs and kinaras full of lit candles, which can
prove to be dangerous. Crowded food-filled tables and family rooms overflowing with festival-related décor can sometimes make it easy for small
candle flames to start unintentional house fires. In fact, the National Fire
Prevention Association tracked five recent years and found not only did
candles cause two percent of home fires, but also three percent of home
fire deaths. Falling asleep was a factor in 11 percent of home candle fires,
with an average of 24 home candle fires reported every day in the United
States. FEMA estimates that 15,000 home candle fires occur each year.
Here are some tips for setting candles around your home as well
as putting lights on trees, around window frames or outside your home.
Burning candles should never be left unattended and should not be
placed near anything flammable or near curtains that could be blown by
a breeze into the flame.
Candles should be placed out of the reach of children, even when
not lit. Keep lit candles away from areas where pets could spend time and
possibly knock over.
When using strings of lights for decoration, there are some additional safety guidelines. Don’t string more sets of lights together in a

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

series than recommended by the manufacturer as that could cause a
short or blow a fuse. When stringing in windows or around banisters, do
not allow lights to be placed near or touching curtains or decorations.
Outside lights need to be plugged into a ground-fault circuit interrupter
outlet and appropriate outdoor extension cords should be used to reach
the safe outlet. And, bedtime means it is time to turn the lights off. Don’t
go to bed with the lights on.
December is the peak time of year for celebrations and therefore
increased numbers of accidents. Follow these tips to keep families safe
along with making sure to be careful when decorating.
For more safety information from the Kenner Fire Department,
visit the city of Kenner website’s KFD page at www.kenner.la.us/pages/
section_2_104.asp for monthly “Safety Training Program” videos as well
as online forms to receive free smoke alarms and installations by Kenner
firefighters.
Keith Crimen, Jr., a Kenner Fire Department Certified Fire Inspector and a certified fire service instructor, is the chief of the Kenner
Fire Prevention Bureau and conducts public education and outreach
for the Kenner community. The Kenner Fire Prevention Bureau will
be providing regular educational updates throughout the year to help
improve the safety of our community. For more information call the
Kenner Fire Department at 468-4000.
.

Community

®

“Sipping with Santa” annual event helps stock city’s food bank
1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
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On Tuesday, December 4, 2018, the 9th annual “Sipping with Santa”
fundraiser at Chateau Golf and Country Club will be held to help stock
the Kenner Food Bank with items necessary to meet the anticipated
higher demand during the winter and holiday season to help fight the battle against hunger. This year the proceeds from this event will also benefit
the Jefferson Council on Aging Senior Citizens Meal Delivery Program.
Since 2010, the event has raised funds to furnish baskets during the
holiday season for most of the families on the food bank’s registry. New
families are being added to the registry each year and demand is high.

The fundraiser, hosted by Mike and Michelle Yenni and Keith and Barbie
Conley, raised over $30,000 last year.
The fundraiser will occupy both ballrooms at Chateau Golf and
Country Club and will be held from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. There will be
appetizers, an open bar featuring holidaythemed martinis and wine, door
prizes, music and local entertainment. Guests will be able to
Christmas shop in “Santa’s Secret
Shopping Village,” win prizes from
silent auctions and raffles and
take home a keepsake photo with
Santa. “Sipping with Santa” is an adult-only
cocktail party.
Tickets can be purchased by check made payable to the Kenner
Food Bank and delivered to Chateau Golf and Country Club or can be
bought online at www.eventbrite.com. Individual tickets are $39.01 per
person, plus one non-perishable food item. Vendors and sponsors are
needed. Sponsorship levels begin at $500. The Lupin Foundation is a
major sponsor this year. Event planners are still taking donations for the
auction. Those interested in helping or learning more about the event can
email admin@chateaugcc.com or call 467-1351.

Treasure Chest invites local non-profits to enter 9th annual
“Trees of Hope” decorating contest
The annual tradition of “Trees of Hope” will be held once again
at Treasure Chest Casino. The surrounding communities and visitors of
Treasure Chest Casino will enjoy a beautiful holiday display aimed to help
local non-profit organizations.
The 9th annual ‘Trees of Hope’ is a tree-decorating contest benefitting non-profit organizations throughout our community. This holiday
season, 18 non-profit organizations from Kenner and throughout the New
Orleans were selected to decorate holiday trees in their own unique style
throughout the walkway leading into Treasure Chest Casino.
From November 28 to December 13, 2018, members of the
public are invited to visit Treasure Chest and vote for their favorites.

1/24/16 9:34 AM

Guests of Treasure Chest may vote once per day during contest. Treasure Chest will award over $15,000 to participating charities, with a
top prize of $3,000. Winners will be decided by public vote submitted
at Treasure Chest. All participating organizations are guaranteed a
minimum donation to their charity.
“Over the last eight years, ‘Trees of Hope’ has become a tremendously
popular event at Treasure Chest, drawing tens of thousands of votes from
our customers,” said Rodney Miller, marketing director at Treasure Chest
Casino. “Through the values of Boyd Gaming we recognize the importance of giving back to the community we call home,” said Miller. “And,
‘Trees of Hope’ allows us to do that in a fun and spirited way.”

Government
Kenner’s new mascot, Captain Klean, available
for community events
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WE HAVE ARRIVED!

JoesKnowsFood.com
During his state of the city address on November 15, 2018, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn introduced
the city of Kenner’s new mascot, Captain Klean.
The mascot was donated by Bob Ramelli of Ramelli
Waste, the residential trash collection company for
the city of Kenner.
Captain Klean was created by Kenner Deputy
Chief Administrative Office Kriss Fortunato and the
creative team of the city’s television station, KTV.

“Captain Klean is a symbol of our daily effort to
fight litter and blight,” said Mayor Zahn. “As a loyal
friend to the community, Captain Klean is available
to attend any and all community events.”
Anyone interested in having Captain Klean attend a school, church, business or civic association
event in Kenner should contact Kenner City Hall at
468-7240.

Fire
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Kenner receives new state-of-the-art fire truck

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public
Kenner Fire Chief Ryan Bergeron announced
that the city of Kenner’s Fire Department has received a new state-of-the-art fire truck in November,
a Rosenbauer 100-foot mid-mount platform that was
built in Sioux Falls, South Dakota specifically for the
city. The cost is approximately $900,000 and was purchased with first responder funding given to the city
of Kenner in the settlement from the BP oil spill.
This new truck’s ladder is 25 feet longer than
any other truck in the KFD fleet. The extra 25 feet
increases the fire department’s ability to fight fires
in high-rise buildings. This is the tallest apparatus
the fire department has ever owned, with the tower
reaching 100 feet in the air carrying the personnel
platform and a water cannon which will allow fire-

fighters to rescue people safely from heights. Two
used fire trucks were purchased by the city in 2012,
but this is the first brand-new truck the city has purchased since Hurricane Katrina.
“The Kenner Fire Department has, unfortunately, been neglected for many years,” said Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn. “But, with the help of the Kenner
City Council, my administration remains committed to improving the department’s resources. As we
finish our interview process to hire new firefighters
with the FEMA Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grants of approximately $2
million, we are adding tools as well as personnel to
the Kenner Fire Department in order to make us all
‘Kenner Proud.’”

From our Family
to Yours,
Happy Holidays!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Three factors to consider when making charitable gifts
By Christina Sulli Wilson
The holiday season is here which means
gift-giving is probably on
your mind. In addition
to making gifts to your family and friends, you also may
be interested in contributing to charitable organizations.
But before you donate financial assets, such as stocks, you
will need to consider several factors, including taxes, your
portfolio balance and the reputation of the charity. Let’s
look at these areas.
Taxes – Your donations to qualified charities (those
that are considered 501(c)(3) organizations by the Internal Revenue Service) can give you tax deductions – if
you itemize deductions on your tax return. However, due
to recent tax law changes the standard deduction for 2018
has almost doubled to $24,000 for married couples and to
$12,000 for single filers. As a result, you may be less likely

to itemize deductions, so you could have less incentive, at
least for tax reasons, to make charitable gifts. However, if
you give appreciated stocks, you may be allowed a charitable deduction for the full fair market value of the gift on
the date of the transfer, even if your original cost was only
a fraction of today’s value. Plus, you may not be subject to
the capital gains tax you might have to pay if you eventually
sold the stocks.
Also, depending on your age, you might be able to
use your traditional IRA as a charitable-funding vehicle.
Once you turn 70 1/2, you generally must begin taking
withdrawals – called required minimum distributions or
RMDs – from your traditional IRA. (Roth IRAs are not
subject to RMDs during your lifetime.) These RMDs from
your traditional IRA are taxable, but you may be able to
exclude up to $100,000 of RMDs per year from your taxable income if you transfer the funds directly to qualified

Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year
from
Georgy’s Salon
& Spa
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
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per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest
and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks
and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust
Corp. (DTC).
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charitable organizations.
In any case, consult with your tax advisor before donating appreciated assets to a charity.
Portfolio balance – When you donate financial assets to a charity, you are also taking them away from your
portfolio. This could be an issue especially if you repeatedly donate the same types of assets. For example, if you’re
donating some growth-oriented stocks, will you lower the
overall growth potential of your portfolio?
You may want to consult with a financial professional
to ensure your charitable gifts will still allow you to maintain a portfolio balance appropriate for your goals and risk
tolerance.
Reputation of the charity – You may want to do
some homework to make sure you are giving to a reputable

charity. Many experts on charitable giving say that a worthwhile charity should spend at least 75 percent of its income
on programs, rather than administrative costs. You may be
able to find this type of information on a charitable group’s
annual report and its website. You can also browse the web
for the names of agencies that evaluate charitable groups.
By considering the aspects of charitable giving described above you can get more satisfaction from your generosity because you’ll know that your gift not only supports
a good cause, but also fits well into your overall financial
picture.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with
Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located in Lakeside Shopping Center, 3301 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 205 in Metairie. Wilson can be reached at 831-3499 or Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its employees and
financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice.
Consult an attorney or qualified tax advisor for advice.
.

Insurance
Four ways to help teens establish
credit
By Marie M. Clesi
Here’s how to
help your teen get
started.
Encourage your teenager to get a job. Your teen
will be more invested in managing his or her money if
it’s hard-earned. And holding down a job reflects favorably on your teen’s responsibility.
Open checking and savings accounts. Responsibly managing and maintaining these basic accounts
will show a financial institution that your teen can
handle money. If the account comes with a debit card,
your teen will get a feel for using a card for transactions.
Consider putting one of your household bills
in your teen’s name and have him or her pay the bill.
Even if you’re helping to supplement the payment, having the bill in your teen’s name establishes a payment
record. You also can add your teen as an authorized
user on your credit card. Your teen receives a card in
his or her name, and any purchases go on your account,
which allows you to closely monitor spending habits.
And, purchases and payments made under your teen’s

name will be recognized on his or her credit report.
Obtain a secured credit card. These cards can
be put in your teen’s name. Make the initial deposit together, which is the credit limit for the account. Then
he or she uses the card to demonstrate expenses can be
handled and payments made on time.
Monitor your teen’s activities as he or she gets into
the credit habit, allowing more flexibility as responsibility is demonstrated. Once several months of purchases
and payments are under your teen’s belt, access his or
her credit report and review it together to make sure
everything is correct.
Learn more teen money management tips from
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State
Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter
(CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at
2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be
contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State
Farm nor its agents provide tax or legal advice..

Health
Myth busters: The truth about
epilepsy
By Chris Collins, M.D.
There are many
common misconceptions regarding epilepsy and seizures in general.
Knowing the difference between myths and facts
is important in understanding this disease, which
is one of the most common neurological conditions.
Myth #1: “Everyone who has a seizure has epilepsy.”
Anyone can have a seizure. Epilepsy, or recurrent seizures, are sometimes referred to as “seizure
disorder” but having a seizure does not automatically
guarantee a diagnosis. Seizures can be provoked by

irregular blood sugar levels, very high blood pressure,
alcohol withdrawal, extreme stress or even sleep
deprivation. Knowledge about seizures can help
prevent some types of seizures, as well as control it
better when they are recurrent.
Myth #2: “Every seizure is the same.”
Not all seizures resemble what you have seen
on TV. In fact, there are many different types of
seizures, each marked by unique symptoms. While
many people associate seizures with uncontrolled
next page
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Be safe driving during the
holiday season
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
I’m sure all of us have
at some point in our
life felt sleepy while driving. Even though we feel like
we have control over our driving, sleep deprivation
can have detrimental effects. In America approximately 71 percent of adults drive a car to and from
work. In a recent survey an estimated one in 25 adult
drivers (aged 18 years or older) report having fallen
asleep while driving in the previous 30 days. In 2013
it is estimated that drowsy driving was responsible
for 72,000 crashes, 44,000 injuries and 800 deaths.
Other research has estimated up to 6,000 fatal crashes each year caused by drowsy driving. A study by researchers in Australia showed that being awake for
18 hours produced an impairment equal to a blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) of .05 and .10 after 24
hours. In all of 50 states of America .08 is considered
legally drunk.
You may be at risk for drowsy driving if you:
Don’t get enough sleep (seven to nine hours for
adults)
Have untreated sleep disorders such as sleep apnea
Are a commercial driver operating for long duration of time
Are a shift worker who works night shifts or long
shifts
Take medication to help you sleep
Here are a few warning signs of drowsy driving:
Yawning or blinking frequently
Missing an exit
Difficulty remembering the past few miles driven
Drifting from your lane
Hitting a rumble strip on the side of the road
Even though there is no test to determine
sleepiness as there are for intoxication, such as
breathalyzers, here are a few tips to prevent and
possibly save someone’s life.
Before “hitting the road:”
Get adequate sleep, most people need seven to nine

hours
Schedule proper breaks about every 100 miles or
two hours during long trips
Arrange for a travel companion to talk with and
share the driving
Avoid alcohol and sedating medications
Use countermeasures to prevent a fall-asleep
crash while driving.
Stop driving
Take a nap for 15 to 20 minutes
Drink a caffeinated beverage
Be aware of rumble strips as a sign of sleepiness
There is no evidence that opening a window, turning the radio volume high or stopping to stretch
your legs will help sleepy driving
If you or someone you know snores at night
time, this may be a sign that they are not getting adequate sleep during the night. Talking
to a sleep specialist and treating this condition
will help with drowsy driving.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana
native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who
received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New
Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director
at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at
4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the
first of its kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children
and adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr.
Cheema is board certified in family medicine by the
American Board of Family Medicine and currently
practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment
call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Expert stroke care
for our community.

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner,
we’re committed to great beginnings.

1in 6

When preparing for your baby’s arrival, there are
so many decisions to make. Choosing where to
people will have a stroke in their lifetime
have your baby shouldn’t be one of them.
At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, stroke care

Ochsner
Medical
Center
– Kenner is proud
to be
begins with
treating
the life-threatening
condition
quickly
in
order
to
ensure
all
patients
who
qualify
recognized as a Baby Friendly Hospital by Babyreceive state-of-the-art intervention.
Friendly
USA, Inc. Through programs that support
infant
bonding
safe treats
feeding
mom and
Ochsner
Healthand
System
thepractices,
following stroke
baby
get the healthiest and happiest start possible.
conditions:
• Ischemic stroke

• Stroke rehabilitation

• Hemorrhagic stroke

• Stroke prevention

This means:

• Private,
spacious birthing rooms
• Subarachnoid hemorrhage
Intracerebral hemorrhage
•

(ICH)

• Free prenatal classes

Collins
from previous page

jerking movements (tonic-clonic seizure), a person
can also exhibit subtler physical symptoms such as
staring without responding, wandering about confused, repeating purposeless movements or even
just an unusual degree of confusion, especially in
the older population, in the setting of an infection.
Myth #3: “You should restrain someone during a
seizure.”
Trying to restrain a person can cause further
injury – they may fight you in their state of confusion!
Instead, turn the patient to the side, move anything
sharp out of the way, remove eyeglasses and place a
soft cushion under the person’s head. Most seizures
stop spontaneously within one to two minutes.
For more information on first aid of seizures
visit www.epilepsy.com/learn/seizure-first-aid-andsafety/adapting-first-aid-plans/seizure-first-aid.
Myth #4: “After a seizure is over, the person immediately resumes complete normal function.”
After a seizure, it may take some time for
behavior to get to the baseline state. For example,
many people may experience sleepiness or tiredness
after a seizure event. With convulsions, the person
may report muscle soreness.

Myth #5: “People who suffer from seizures cannot
participate in normal activities.”
In most cases, seizure disorders are not a barrier to participating in normal activities. Restrictions
apply when seizures are poorly controlled and can
potentially be a cause of concern for safety of the
patient and others. With appropriate and adequate
treatment, many people continue to play sports, attend school, drive and go about their daily lives.
Myth #6: “Seizure disorders or epilepsy cannot be
cured.”
There are several options of treatment that
includes medications, diet, devices and surgery.
Finding the right treatment largely relies on discussing your specific symptoms and options with your
healthcare provider.
Many patients remain seizure-free on appropriate treatment and live life to the fullest.
Dr. Chris Collins completed his internship and
neurology residency at the University of Tennessee in
Memphis, TN and completed his fellowship in Clinical
Neurophysiology-Epilepsy Track at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN. Dr. Collins practices at Ochsner
Health Center-Kenner located at 200 West Esplanade Avenue and specializes in neurology and epilepsy. To make
an appointment call 443-9500.

(SAH)

• Ochsner
Latest equipment
and–birthing
Medical Center
Kenner istechniques
recognized by the Joint Commission
• Strong supporters of skin-to-skin
for demonstrating the greatest level of
to the
care of stroke
• commitment
Lactation and
breastfeeding
consultations before
patients
through
and after
birthits Advanced Certification
for Primary Stroke Centers.

Visit Ochnser.org/schedule or call 504.464.8365
to schedule
an appointmentto
with
one of our
Call 504-464-8588
schedule
an
specialists
or to schedule
a tour
of the
unit.
appointment
with one
of our
specialists.

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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Automotive

The keys to see and be seen are vehicle lights and wipers
By Scott Zimmerman may not realize a light is not working so it is important
As the days get
shorter, lights and
wipers play a major
role in safe driving, as
the chance of an accident increases if you can’t see
or be seen.
It is very important to make sure your car’s lights
and wipers are working properly since there are less
daylight hours in the fall and winter. You do not want
your visibility to be compromised and you want to be
seen by other drivers.
Periodic inspection and replacement are required
as lights are normal wear items. When in your car you

to periodically inspect all of your car’s lights and replace those that are out. Inspect and replace worn wiper blades before you are caught driving in wet weather
and your vision is affected.
Nighttime visibility is provided by the vehicle’s
lighting system and also provides the signals and
alerts to other drivers. The lighting system supplies
light for viewing instruments and the vehicle’s interior.
The tips listed below can help keep you safe.
Keep headlights, tail lights and signal lights
clean. External dirt and debris can dim operational
lights preventing them from being seen by others.
Make sure that your headlights are properly
aimed. Misaimed headlights blind other drivers and

reduce your ability to see the road.
If there is any doubt on whether or not your
headlights should be on, turn them on. Lights not
only help you see better in early twilight, they also
make it easier for other drivers to see you.
Don’t overdrive your headlights. You should be
able to stop inside the illuminated area, otherwise you
are creating a blind crash area in front of your vehicle.
The wiper system keeps excessive water and dirt
from building up on the windshield, maintaining clear
visibility. Many factors can accelerate the replacement
interval of wipers, including operating conditions, frequency of use, material and type of wipers and sunny
weather. In fact, wiper blades can deteriorate faster

and need more frequent replacement in desert states.
Don’t forget to check the rear window wiper blade, too.
Louisiana law requires the headlights to be on
with the wipers.
Keeping a vehicle’s lights cared for and replacing wiper blades periodically will help ensure a safer ride, keeping the road ahead well-lit and giving
you a clear view.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and
8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturdays. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Law
In an accident involving an Uber or Lyft vehicle? Here’s what you should know
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Rideshare companies like Uber and
Lyft have become quite
popular in the Greater
New Orleans area, among both tourists and locals alike.
Much like taxi and limousine services, these companies
provide a great service to the public, making transportation convenient and safer in many ways by preventing
drinking and driving and providing access to quick and
reliable transportation. Yet, like any mode of transpor-

tation, there are risks.
Just by the sheer numbers of these rideshare
vehicles on the roads, there has been an increase in
traffic accidents involving rideshare companies. Hopefully, your experience with a rideshare company does
not involve an accident, but if it does, you need to know
the law.
In 2015, Louisiana Senate Bill 172 was signed into
law, and eventually became Louisiana Revised Statutes
(La. R.S.) 45:201.1 through 201.13, otherwise known as
“The Transportation Network Company Motor Vehicle
Responsibility Law” which took effect on January 1,

Kenner School Spotlight:
CHATEAU ESTATES SCHOOL
Chateau Estates School is the top-rated non-select school in the Jefferson Parish Public School System and the top
rated school in Kenner. The mission at Chateau Estates School is Kids First. This K-8
school values both success in the classroom and in the community. All student-oriented
decisions are driven by the mission to place kids first and to provide opportunities for
their students to reach their fullest potential every day in and out of school.
The challenging academic curriculum at this B-rated school helps students earn
accolades like membership into the National Honor Society and National Elementary
Honor Society. Students are also encouraged to develop skills in areas like digital literacy.
Teachers, staff, and administrators encourage
students to follow Chateau’s Community Values:
Respect, Enthusiasm, Accountability, Leadership, and Community. Students
live out these values by participating in activities that encourage healthy living,
character development, community engagement, and team building. Every
day begins with an act of kindness and a commitment to do their very best.
There are many groups and clubs offered at the school for students to develop
their community and leadership. One example of a community-oriented group is the Builder’s Club. This club
participates in civic projects which helps the students learn that building community is just as important as
being in school. The leadership team at Chateau involves parents by hosting family events and providing
numerous methods to stay up to date with school news and happenings such as Facebook and Instagram.
Colleen Winkler is the principal of Chateau Estates School. The school is
represented by Jefferson Parish School Board District IX member Sandy
Denapolis-Bosarge. Chateau Estates School is located at 4121 Medoc
Drive in Kenner. For more information, call 504-464-6819 or visit chateau.
jpschools.org. You can also get the latest school news by following Chateau
Estates on Facebook and Instagram (chateauestatesschool).
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger
Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

2016. Most importantly, the law requires rideshare
companies such as Uber, Lyft and the like to carry insurance covering passengers and the general public
for injuries and other damages sustained in accidents
involving rideshare vehicles. Under the law, trips are
broken into two parts – the pre-trip acceptance period
and the trip acceptance period. The requirements of
insurance for each part are specifically outlined in La.
R.S. 45:201.6 and can be summarized as follows:
First, when a driver is logged into the rideshare
app but has not yet accepted a ride request, termed
the “pre-trip acceptance period,” rideshare companies
must provide $50,000 in bodily injury/death coverage
per person, $100,000 per incident and $25,000 in property damage coverage. This also includes uninsured
and underinsured motorist (UM) coverage at the same
limits.
Second, when a driver has accepted a ride request but has not yet completed the trip and dropped
off the passenger, termed the “trip acceptance period,”
rideshare companies must provide $1 million of coverage for bodily injury/death and property damage. This
also includes UM coverage at the same limits.
It is important to note, there is no requirement
for rideshare companies to provide coverage if a driver
is not logged into the app at the time of the accident.
In this case, the driver’s personal auto insurer should
provide coverage up to the driver’s personal limits.
Since the timing of the accident is important,
the law also states in La. R.S. 45:201.9 that the driver
of a rideshare vehicle involved in an accident shall
disclose to interested parties and investigating police
officers whether he was logged into the rideshare app

or on a prearranged ride at the time of the accident.
Furthermore, in La. R.S. 45:201.8, a transportation network company and any insurer potentially providing
coverage must respond with relevant information to a
request for information within 10 days of the request,
including, among other things, the precise times a
driver was logged on and off the digital network in the
twelve-hour period prior to the accident and the twelvehour period after the accident, as well as the precise
times a driver accepted and completed ride requests.
Whether you are the passenger, driver, pedestrian
or other vehicle in an accident involving a ridesharing company like Uber or Lyft, there are certain legal
rights and concerns that are essential to the insurance
claims process. As the rideshare industry and laws are
relatively new in Louisiana, the insurance concerns
and other legal issues are still being worked out in the
legislature and in the courts. Therefore, it is imperative
that you contact an experienced lawyer to assist you if
you are ever in an accident involving an Uber or Lyft
vehicle.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not
be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing
attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C.,
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

HOLIDAY GARBAGE PICKUP
SCHEDULE IN KENNER
There will be no garbage pickup in Kenner
on Christmas or New Year’s Day,
according to officials with Ramelli Waste.
Garbage that would have been collected on Tuesday,
Dec. 25 will be picked up on Wednesday, Dec. 26.
Garbage that would have been collected on Tuesday,
Jan.1 will be picked up on Wednesday, Jan. 2.
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Banking
Christmas cash
By Guy Williams
During
the
Christmas season it
is distressing to me
both as a banker and
as a Christian to hear people say, “I need money for
Christmas shopping.” After all, Christmas celebrates
the birth of Jesus Christ who renounced the glories
of heaven to be born in a manger in Bethlehem. Jesus worked His entire life yet never owned a house

or many possessions. In fact, on the day of His death,
His worldly possessions amounted to one suit of
clothes. Does it make sense, then, that to celebrate
His simple life of sacrifice and service, we spend
extravagantly and even go into debt? The apostle John
says in II John 2:6, “He who says he abides in Him
(Christ) ought to walk as He walked.”
This Christmas, I suggest that we all consider
spending time together as families and friends – baking
Christmas cookies, caroling in Jackson Square, watching the bonfires, driving through the neighborhoods

to look at Christmas decorations, attending a special
Christmas music program, etc. All of these activities cost
little in terms of money yet create priceless memories.
Do not let Christmas commercialism lure you
into spending money you do not have on trinkets
and gadgets no one really needs just to have a pile of
wrapped presents under the tree.
If you are fortunate enough to know something a
person really wants and it is within your budget then
that is wonderful. If, however, you do not have a good
idea, one possible solution is a gift card to a favorite
store. Do remember, though, that tastes change and
gift cards expire or can be lost. All-purpose Mastercard
or Visa gift cards are a safer bet. A gift of cash is always

13

appreciated, never expires and is always spent. Banks
offer nice gift envelopes to help with the presentation.
I do encourage you to focus less on things and
more on shared experiences this year.
Merry Christmas!
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Health

Colder weather and joint pain: How do they relate?
By Craig Goodwin
When the warm
days of summer turn
into the cold, rainy
ones of winter, many
people suffering from arthritis and joint pain will tell
you that the bad weather isn’t the only thing bound to
increase during this time of the year. Amongst a change
of weather, there’s often a rise in joint pain and arthritis
symptoms.
Although results from studies have been mixed,
a study at Tufts University suggests that the rise in
pain symptoms has to do with a change in barometric (atmospheric) pressure when temperatures drop.
As the atmospheric pressure falls, this can lead to an
increase in swelling in our joints and an increase in
pain. A decrease in atmospheric pressure can also

cause an inflammatory response in the joint, leading to increased joint pain and changes in circulation
and possible nerve fiber sensitivity. Another theory
suggests that during colder months during the body’s
response for conserving heat, more blood is sent to the
central organs needing it the most, like the heart and
lungs. This certainly explains why we experience more
discomfit in our extremities during the cold months.
The good news is that after some time, your body
begins to adjust to the barometric changes and will begin to move fluid from the joint into circulation, so you’ll
start to feel less achy.
However, when daylight savings time rolls around,
it doesn’t have to mean that it’s time for more aches
and pains. There are several things you can do to protect yourself from painful symptoms.
Proper warming up and stretching will keep you
more limber before going outside or doing any activi-

Government
Canal No. 10 drainage improvement
groundbreaking ceremony held

ties. This is very important to prevent stiffness and for it
turning into an injury.
Load up on foods rich in omega-3 fatty acids to
help curb inflammation. Foods rich in vitamin K are
known for their pain-soothing properties and vitamin Crich foods for halting cartilage loss and pain that comes
with arthritis. Stay away from omega-6 fatty acids, since
these sources tend to trigger an inflammatory effect.
Also, using a heating pad will help soothe painful joints
and allow the muscles to relax.
If you have a good stretching and warm-up routine,
but still have pain or stiffness in your joints, it’s best to
address this as soon as possible. Consistent joint pain
could be the early signs of arthritis. Pain is your body’s
warning sign that something may be wrong. Talking to

a physical therapist when symptoms seem prolonged or
unusual is a smart choice in taking control of your bone
health.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.
com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Merry Chistmas!

OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

On November 2, 2018, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for the Canal No. 10 Drainage Improvements Project on the canal servitude across from Muss
Bertolino Playground next to 527 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.
The project consists of the installation of two 6’ x
6’ concrete box culverts in Canal No. 10, under West Esplanade Avenue, and the removal and replacement of
the existing water and sewer mains. Estimated completion is July 2019.
“Improving drainage and infrastructure remains
a top priority for District 4,” said Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Dominick Impastato. “This project
will improve the flow in this constricted area and will

drastically improve drainage for the residents and businesses located in University City and Holly Heights.”
“I was pleased to attend the groundbreaking held
by Jefferson Parish in the city of Kenner,” said Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn. “I want to thank Councilman Dominick Impastato and the parish administration for continuing to improve our canals, particularly this project
to upgrade Canal 10 in Kenner with the construction
of double box culverts. The project will be funded by
Jefferson Parish funds.”
Designed by All South Consulting Engineers, LLC,
work will be performed by Fleming Construction Company, LLC. at an estimated cost of $1.13 million.

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Community

AARP Louisiana announces Saddy as the 2018 Andrus Award Recipient
Kenner resident Rafael E. Saddy has been selected to receive the AARP Louisiana (AARP LA) 2018 Andrus Award for Community Service and was recognized
at a reception held on November 7, 2018.
Named after AARP’s founder, Dr. Ethel Percy
Andrus, the Andrus Award is the association’s most

prestigious award for volunteer service. It recognizes
volunteers who have used their skills and talents to
give back to the community through volunteerism.
Saddy has served in the New Orleans metro community for over 37 years. A Nicaraguan native, Rafael
is bi-lingual and uses his talents to bridge the diversity

PARTNERS
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE • ELITE SERVICE

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING
$335,000
4424 Lake Trail Drive • Kenner

DANIELLE KORNDORFFER
REALTOR | TOP PRODUCER
Residential • Commercial

$799,000
2396 St. Thomas Street • New Orleans

m: 250-1610
o: 305-4930 x 128
3330 Veterans Blvd. Ste. C
SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults andMetairie,
children
LA

For Lease (Commercial) in
Kenner, $3500/month

For Lease (Commercial) in
Metairie, $3500/month

14 W 24 Street

3425 Metairie Road

“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

www.Daniellenolarealtor.com.
dkorn504@gmail.com

Each office independently owned and operated
Licensed in the State of Louisiana

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome • Insomnia

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

405-5582

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Rafael E. Saddy
caregiving, financial literacy, advocacy and personal
fulfillment. He initiated partnerships between AARP
LA and the city of Kenner, Ocshner Hospital, Jefferson
Parish Sheriff’s Office, the Hispanic Senior Center and
Andela festival organizers.
“We are all very proud of Rafael Saddy for winning
the AARP Andrus Award for Community Service,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. “One of the reasons I wanted
Rafael to join the team in Kenner as Cultural Diversity
Coordinator is because of the volunteer work he has
done in the community and his desire to help others.
This award is a well-deserved honor, and I want to
thank AARP Louisiana for recognizing people like Rafael who make a difference in the community.”
Saddy has received numerous awards and recognition for his work bringing about positive community
change. He was appointed by former Governor Bobby
Jindal to the Kenner Naval Museum Commission and
the Council for the Provision of Governmental Services
to Latin Americans.
Saddy was also awarded Dillard University’s
Champion of Change for his work to educate Hispanic/
Latino residents about the Affordable Care Act and
homeownership. He has served as a city of Kenner
Magistrate Court interpreter and is a volunteer interpreter for the Jefferson Parish Emergency Operation
Center and the Recovery and Rebuilding Task Force to
help individuals impacted by disasters.
The Kenner Recreation Department via LACAL
will receive a $500 donation from AARP LA on behalf
of Saddy to support the Kenner soccer program.

Fire

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.

gap by linking programs, resources and opportunities
to Hispanic/Latino communities across the state of
Louisiana, particularly in the city of Kenner which has
the fastest growing Hispanic population.
“I am honored to recognize Rafael Saddy as the
recipient of the AARP Louisiana 2018 Andrus Award,”
said Bobby Savoie, AARP Louisiana State President.
“In keeping with Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus’ legacy of service, Rafael has exhibited leadership, passion, as well
as vision to change lives through his voice and can-do
attitude on behalf of Hispanic/Latino communities in
his own community and across the state of Louisiana.”
Saddy is the founder of the community non-profit
the Latin American Civic Association (LACAL), a volunteer producer of the Hispanic television program
Hablemos Claro for the city of Kenner’s TV 76 and a
guest columnist for the Kenner Star newspaper. He
serves on the governing board of Ochsner Hospital in
Kenner and has served as task force member for Catholic Charities, the Association of Nicaraguan in La., Association of Guatemala, Unidad Hispanoamericana
and the Association of U.S. Naval Reserve Retirees.
Saddy served as an AARP LA Executive Council
member for six years with a stint as interim state president. He continues to serve as diversity council chair
overseeing the committee’s advocacy, engagement
and outreach efforts to multicultural communities.
He is also a graduate of AARP’s Volunteer Leadership
Academy (VLA) and has represented AARP at several
national training events and Lobby Day on Capitol Hill.
“When I think of exceptional volunteers and leaders in the community, I immediately think of Rafael,”
said Denise Bottcher, AARP Louisiana State Director. “He has a heart of service and puts his fellow man
ahead of himself. Wherever there is a need, Rafael fills
it. He has shown compassion and leadership countless
times on behalf of AARP. It was truly inspiring to walk
the halls of Congress with Rafael several years ago to
protect Social Security and Medicare from budget cuts.
Our entire Louisiana delegation knows and admires
his leadership in the Kenner community. His service to
others is remarkable.”
Saddy serves as a community champion promoting the AARP mission and programming in the areas of

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID

Kenner introduces first video as
part of fire safety program
By Keith Crimen, Jr. – Kenner Fire Prevention Chief
Stove fires are
one of the most
common causes of
structure fires in the U.S., and that danger was
underscored in October 2018 when a Kenner family lost their home due to a fire that started in the
kitchen. In an effort to teach residents about safety
in and around the home, the Kenner Fire Department has released the first video – with the focus
on safely operating cooking equipment – as part of
a new fire “Safety Training Program.”
In this first video of the series, Kenner Fire
Captain Kevin Dunn explains the importance of
safely operating a stove. Statistics show that cooking equipment is actually the source of 47 percent
of all house fires in the country and 20 percent of all
fatalities are the result of stove or oven fires. While

many people have homeowner’s insurance to cover
fire damage, Capt. Dunn, a 25-year veteran of the
department, said that often is not enough. “Mementos are destroyed when a fire takes everything
and lives can be lost,” said Dunn. “With safer practices, photos and memories can be preserved. A fire
changes your entire life. There are things you can
do to keep your family safer every day.”
With the inaugural educational video, Kenner
is recognizing that first responders can share their
expertise to help make the city a better place to live,
in addition to the responsibility all firefighters have
to preserve life and property.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn fully endorses the
new video campaign. “We have some of the best
first responders in the state,” the mayor said. “KFD
next page
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Performance scores represent new origin in JP Schools, excellence is our destination
By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
The
Louisi- “B” schools dropped by six, “C” schools increased
ana Department of
by 12, “D” schools fell by two and “F” schools inEducation released
creased by two. Even with the more rigorous graddistrict and school
ing scale, five of our schools improved their score
performance scores recently and the results
to a “C” or better. You can view your school’s score
highlight what we already knew. We have schools
at louisianaschools.com.
and programs doing well and we have others that
These new scores form a baseline of where
need drastic improvement.
we are and a foundation for our growth. We’re
As a district, the Jefferson Parish Public
committed to improvement. We embarked on
School System was assigned a letter grade of “C.” key reforms this year, supporting our leaders
Our district performance score of 70.6 dropped
and teachers in getting stronger outcomes for
just over eight points from the previous year. students. We will improve by implementing best
These scores are based on last school year – not
practices in education.
the current year – and mark the first time the
I’m optimistic about taking these results
state is using a more rigorous grading scale. As
and working with everyone to improve outcomes
expected, scores across the state dipped.
for the 50,000 students in this system. I’ve investOur number of “A” schools decreased by four, ed considerable time with educators and leaders

and believe we have a unique opportunity to improve and be a proof point of what’s possible in
American urban education.
Educators throughout Jefferson Parish are
working hard each day to implement these best
practices in the classroom. We understand the
need to do better. As conscientious educators, we
desire stronger outcomes for each child under
our care. At this time next year, and under the
new accountability formula, our goal is to be one
of the most improved districts in Louisiana.
Together, we are doing the right things;
there are just so many right things to do. We are
employing every effort and strategy towards better outcomes for each child, family and community. If you are a parent or community member,
please partner with our schools and help them

succeed. If you’re an employee, focus on continuous improvement and be better for kids with each
passing day – I believe in you because I’ve seen
the work you’re doing.
These scores represent our new origin and
excellence is our destination. The best is yet to
come for Jefferson Parish Public Schools.
Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of
the Jefferson Parish Public School System, the
largest and most diverse district in Louisiana,
serving around 50,000 students. Dr. Brumley is
a true product of the public school system, educated in Louisiana public schools and spending
his entire career serving children and families
as a public school employee. Follow Dr. Brumley
on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

New council gives JPPSS parents a seat at the table

Crimen

Captain Jorge Anchissi is the instructor in the video
and the two guest star children will be learning tips
from Kenner Firefighter Taylor Boudreaux.
In the weeks ahead, additional videos will be
added on various topics ranging from boating safety
and educating children to how to conduct exit drills
in the home. To submit an idea for a future training
topic, email fire@kenner.la.us.

from previous page

has made sustainable improvements as it moves
toward being the seventh Class 1 fire department
in the state. We are showing our residents and businesses we care by expanding what we can do for the
community and in the community as we operate as
‘One Kenner.’”
The video link for the KFD Stove Safety video
can be found on the newly expanded Kenner Fire
Department page on the city’s website at www.
kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_104.asp under the
“Safety Training Campaign” heading.
The next fire safety training video teaches kids
how to safely take action to get out of an area on
fire. It will be released at the end of December. The
video depicts two children learning about firefighters’ jobs, that they are “helpers” and what to do if
they see smoke or fire in the KFD’s Smoke House,
which simulates smoke in a room. Kenner Fire

Keith Crimen, Jr., a Kenner Fire Department Certified Fire Inspector and a certified
fire service instructor, is the chief of the Kenner
Fire Prevention Bureau and conducts public
education and outreach for the Kenner community. The Kenner Fire Prevention Bureau
will be providing regular educational updates
throughout the year to help improve the safety of our community. For more information
call the Kenner Fire Department at 468-4000.

JPPSS one of the most improved districts in the
state.
The current members of the 2018-2019
JPPSS Superintendent’s Parent Council are
Tabbatha Arnold (Bonnabel Magnet Academy
High). Samantha Barnes (Lincoln Elementary),
Shalanda Bibbins (Thibodeaux Elementary).
Erin Comeaux (Alexander Elementary). Garelyn
Dinet (Leo Kerner Elementary), Patricia Guti-

errez (Riverdale Middle), Angela Manino Hunt
(Birney Elementary), Crystal Jones (Gretna No.
2 Academy), Alexis Larry (George Cox Elementary), Todd Palmer (Airline Park Academy), Amy
Perrin (Fisher Middle-High), Anne Reed (Dolhonde Elementary) William Schmidt, IV (Bissonet Plaza Elementary) and Kelly Usery (Haynes
Academy).

When Santa hits the skies for the holidays he
doesn’t have to worry about his transmission
breaking down… But You Do!

Before you get on the road for the holidays, get your transmission
serviced, so you and your family won’t be stranded for the holidays!

Service on
most cars is $155
plus tax

Seasons
Greetings

Automatic
T

the academic calendar, dress code, public perception of JPPSS and what factors keep families
from choosing the district for their children.
“I think finding common ground is important,” said council member and Airline Park
Academy parent Todd Palmer. “It’s just like any
other relationship. It takes work and communications from all sides.”
“Education is everything in my household,”
said council member and George Cox Elementary parent Alexis Larry. “I would like more opportunities to view the teacher-student dynamic
in the classroom to better understand the perspective of my children and their peers.”
The JPPSS Parent Council is one of the
new stakeholder councils created by Dr. Brumley.
The other committees include student, teacher,
principal, special education and the Transformation Network. For more information about these
councils, visit jpschools.org/councils.
These councils were developed during Dr.
Brumley’s 100-day entry plan. It complements
the work already taking place to improve outcomes for all students with the goal of making

sion • Den
nis
smis
ran

otiv
tom e
Au

A parent is a child’s first teacher, and Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley wants their guidance on
important decisions that impact the district’s
50,000 students.
The new JPPSS Superintendent’s Parent
Council held its first meeting on Friday, November 9, 2018. This council is designed to build
and strengthen family and school partnerships,
which Brumley says are essential for helping students achieve their maximum potential.
“Strong parent collaboration is one of the
most important components in helping all students achieve their academic goals,” said Dr.
Brumley. “Not only do we need parents to partner
with our schools, but we need avenues like this
council where we can understand their concerns
at the district level. We value their opinions and
want a true partnership with our parents as we
work to improve outcomes for all kids.”
Dr. Brumley began the first meeting with a
brief “state of the system” address, then opened
things up to hear from parents. Some of the topics discussed included teacher communication,
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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Educations and careers in sports
By Ken Trahan
South Louisiana
is football country.
There is little doubt,
no debate concerning
that statement.
The New Orleans Saints and LSU dominate the
landscape. When Tulane is good, although rare, it is an
exciting time for all observers. High school football is

a tremendous passion.
Then, there is college basketball.
With the one-and-done NBA rule, the college
game has been greatly diminished. Hopefully, brighter minds will intervene and change the rule which
kills any sense of loyalty and any sense of building
continuity and fan interest.
At LSU, Ben Simmons signed and got everyone

PALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUND

Party with Us!

The Wave

The Wave has a shared
playground with one other
party or walk-in play guests.
During playtime, your guests
will enjoy reserved seating
in our café area.

ve The Tsunami
The Private Wa
The Private Wave allows you to
have a 2-hour private party. You
will have the full playground with
just your party guests. During
playtime your guests will enjoy
the whole café area for seating.

The Tsunami is a full 2-hour
private party in our
playground and café area.
Your guests will be able to
enjoy food and drinks in the
café area during the full party.

All Parties Include: 2 hours ★ Awesome Party Host ★ White Paper Products
Juice and Soda ★ Pizza ★ Set Up ★ Clean Up ★ 1 walk-in play pass for the birthday child
Food: You may bring the following items for the party rooms: Sandwich trays, Chicken Tenders, Fruit and
Vegetable Trays and Chips with Dips. NO OUTSIDE DRINKS ALLOWED.

Decorations: Our three private party rooms are decorated with colorful tables and chairs. However if you

would like to bring decorations, we would love to decorate your room for you! The following items are allowed:
balloons, table cloths and table toppers. We also have 7 adorable themed party room rental options for a $75 add
on price! (Frozen, Minnie, Mickey, Super Hero, Star Wars, Rainbow and Sesame Street)

Holiday Care: December 26, 2018, - January 4, 2019

504-828-8164

3011 N . I-10 Service Road East in Metairie • palmtreeplayground.com

Delivered
electronically
each month.
Read the Kenner Star on your
mobile device - computer, iPad,
Kindle or cellphone!
Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

excited. Then, he stayed one year, endured a brief
suspension, missed classes and checked out early
in all capacities. He did not like his time in Baton
Rouge and he was not liked by many while he was
there.
That is no fault of his. It is a product of the system which promotes this kind of behavior.
We see it in college football now, where you can
leave after three years.
Ed Oliver and his coach Major Applewhite got
into it on national television when Houston beat
Tulane recently on ESPN. Oliver is hurt. Oliver is
projected as a top 10, if not a top five pick in the upcoming NFL Draft. Oliver was seen running around
jumping around, smiling and looked quite healthy
prior to the game on the field.
Many have speculated that Oliver could play
and understandably so.
Some felt the same way about Leonard Fournette when he was at LSU. There have been others
in the same boat. The system promotes protecting
your investment.
If you are a gifted player and know that you are
going to be a top 10 pick, are you going to go out and
play when injured, to some degree?
Loyalty to the alma mater is waning. In many
cases, it is not even the alma mater as many players
leave early and never graduate.
I understand both sides of this. It was a blessing to have my late parents send me to Loyola University, which had one of the best communications
schools in the country. I knew I wanted to be a
sports broadcaster and journalist. This was a chosen
vocation of mine from adolescence.
At Loyola, I did television work with the campus station. I did radio work, including my own
shows, on the campus station. I wrote for the campus newspaper.
In the second semester of my sophomore year,
I was offered an internship at what was then WQUE
Radio. I jumped at the opportunity.
At the end of the semester and internship, I
was offered an opportunity to accept a paying job a
the station by Pat Matthews. It was a break I will
always be grateful for. While WQUE was a music station, I had my eyes focused on the sister station of
the Covenant and Insilco Broadcasting operation
which was WGSO, 1280 AM.
WGSO was then the home of the New Orleans
Saints, New Orleans Jazz and high school sports.
I made sure that Wayne Mack and Bruce Miller
knew who I was.
Ultimately, I was given an opportunity to work
on high school football broadcasts with Miller, who
gave me a chance. Then, Mack asked me to cover a
Jazz game. It was a thrill to do so and interview Pete
Maravich. Then, they asked me to help with Saints
game coverage. Putting a microphone in the face of
Archie Manning was an eye-opening experience.
Upon accepting the job, I still had two semesters remaining with my education to obtain my degree at Loyola.
The whole concept of obtaining an education is
to begin a career in your chosen field.
When offered the chance to work for pay in the
industry I desperately wanted to work in was a nobrainer.
Sometimes, that required working overnight
before going to class.
Blessed with the work ethic my father had bestowed on me, it was nothing but good fortune to
take the opportunity and run with it.
While it was difficult to get the degree and
work regularly at the same time, it was important

to accomplish both. By the grace of God, I was able
to do so.
In college basketball, Zion Williamson is a phenom at Duke, reminding many of a young LeBron
James. Blue Devil fans will enjoy him for just one
year. He is simply too talented and rules will allow
him to leave.
Kentucky is the poster child of the one-anddone rule. The Pelicans certainly thank their lucky
stars daily for Anthony Davis.
LSU has one of those type of players this year
in Naz Reid. The gifted Reid is projected as a top 10
pick, which means he will be one-and-done at LSU.
Based on all accounts and observations in talking with those around the LSU program, Reid will
have a better experience than Simmons did and will
give greater effort for however long he stays with the
program of Will Wade.
Fortunately or unfortunately, depending on
your point of view, Tulane and UNO do not have that
type of player among their ranks. You would love that
type of individual talent but would then have to deal
with the distraction of likely having that player for
one season.
Major League Baseball has the right system, in
my estimation.
A player can be drafted out of high school and
go straight into professional baseball. Of course, that
player will start in the minors and have to work his
way up. If he does not sign out of high school and
signs with a four-year college, he has to stay for three
years, much like the college football rule. The difference is that you cannot sign to play in the NFL out
of high school.
Ultimately, it would be prudent and it would be
wise to change the basketball one-and-done rule. Of
course, that infringes on the basic right of a player
to choose, to start his career early, to make a living.
When given the great opportunity I was
presented with, it was an easy decision to make, to
complete the education while working in my chosen field. Upon graduation, I had a leg up on others
seeking to get into the communications business. I
have been working in the industry ever since, four
decades later.
As I always say, to have success, you have to be
good and you have to be lucky. I hope I have been
good enough and I know I have been lucky. That is
how you sustain a career for this amount of time in
a volatile industry.
In the final analysis, education is extremely important and remains a benchmark for those hiring in
virtually all fields. In the final analysis, finding a job
and building a career in your chosen field is most
important. Godspeed to those who pursue their careers early when given the opportunities. Godspeed
to all who finish the educational process. Having
that diploma on a wall and in your back pocket is to
a degree, if you’ll pardon the pun.
Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports
director of WGSO, 990 AM. Trahan hosts sports talk
shows nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original
Prep Report” on Friday nights during the football season and “The Three Tailgaters Show” with
Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille Saturday mornings
from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the general
manager of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and does morning
sports for all four Cumulus radio stations in the
New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the president
of Joyful Noise Ministries and works with Life Resources Ministries.
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Latin American cultures, holidays and customs
One of the best
ways to have a better
understanding of the
Spanish language is
to learn more about Latin American traditions. A
significant aspect of any culture is its traditions
and most people love learning about Latin American holidays and customs.
Cardboard piñatas decorated in brightly colored paper-mâché are a party tradition as blindfolded participants try to hit the piñata with a stick
to break it open to spill out fruits, candies and other
treats hidden inside.
For girls in Hispanic countries, the 15th birthday signifies a coming of age. The family throws a
big party, called a Quinceañera, Sweet 15, which
begins with a Misa de acción de gracias, a Mass
for giving thanks for completing childhood. The
festejada, birthday girl, wears a formal dress and
receives gifts from family members. A traditional
Quinceañera begins with a church ceremony followed by a party with food, music and dancing.
In Spanish-speaking countries, carnival celebrations are held late January to early March during the time leading up to Lent, similar to our Mardi
Gras. Carnival is generally recognized as the final

festivities, including dancing and music, throughout the day and night. Spanish traditions for carnival also include dressing up and wearing masks.
Devout Catholics in Mexico make a pilgrimage to the Basilica de Guadalupe in Mexico City
every year on December 12 for Día de la Virgin de
Guadalupe to commemorate the appearance of
the Virgin Mary to Juan Diego in 1531 when she requested Diego go to the area’s bishop and request
him to build a basilica at the hill of Tepeyac. According to the story, the bishop didn’t believe Diego
had seen the Virgin Mary and ignored Diego. The
Virgin reappeared asking Diego to collect flowers
with his coat. Diego returned to see the bishop of
Mexico City and when Diego saw the bishop, a remarkable picture of the Virgin Mary’s face was seen
traced on his coat material. So, the bishop built the
Basilica and Diego’s coat is displayed there today.
Many Mexican traditions such as this one has great
religious significance.
Originally Spanish Christmas traditions,
posadas are now also Guatemalan and Mexican
traditions. In Spanish, posada means “inn” and in
Mexico people hold candles and sing songs as they
reenact Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter in
Bethlehem. Christmas posadas last from December 16 until Christmas Eve.

Airport
Allegiant announces new nonstop service
from Louisville with fares as low as $55
Allegiant announced on November 13, 2018,
service to New Orleans from Louisville International Airport beginning February 28, 2019. To
celebrate, the company is offering one-way fares
on the new route as low as $55.
“We’re thrilled to grow again in New Orleans,”
said Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue. “We’re happy to bring more
visitors to enjoy the Big Easy, and we’re sure many
area residents will take advantage of our convenient, nonstop, ultra-low-cost service to visit the
Louisville area.”
The new seasonal flights will operate twice
weekly. With the addition of this new route, Allegiant will now serve eight cities to Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. Flight
days, times and the lowest fares can be found only
at Allegiant.com.
“We are excited that Allegiant continues to
grow in our market, making air travel an affordable option for more people to experience New

Orleans,” said Kevin Dolliole, director of aviation
at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport. “With Allegiant’s announcement of seasonal, nonstop service to Louisville, Kentucky, it
now offers service to eight destinations from New
Orleans.”
Allegiant offers a unique option to New
Orleans-bound travelers with low base fares and
savings on rental cars and hotels. Travelers can
book their entire vacation with Allegiant for less.
Seats and dates are limited and fares are not
available on all flights. Flights must be purchased
by November 14, 2018, for travel by May 5, 2019.
Price displayed reflects purchase of a round-trip
itinerary and includes taxes, carrier charges and
government fees. Fare rules, routes and schedules are subject to change without notice.
Optional baggage charges and additional
restrictions may apply. For more details, optional
services and baggage fees, visit Allegiant.com.
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Nochebuena or “the night of Christmas Eve”
is a family event, celebrated with a feast. Traditionally, families would have lechón – pork – for dinner on Nochebuena, but in more recent times, the
meal varies depending on the region. Dinner generally incorporates music and gifts and many families
also attend Misa Del Gallo. This event is known as
the “Mass of the Rooster” because it’s believed that
a rooster crowed at midnight the day that Jesus
was born.
Reyes Magos or Three Kings Day, starts on
January 5 with a reenactment of the arrival of
the Three Kings. The Spanish Christmas tradition
features a parade, Cabalgata de Los Reyes, where
the Three Kings arrive on horseback or decorated
floats and throw treats and presents to the children.
Before bed that evening, children leave goodies for
The Kings and leave their shoes out for The Kings
to fill with presents.
There is also the Hispanic tradition of eating
12 grapes at the stroke of midnight as the bells toll
in the new year. The “12 uvas” tradition says that
each grape represents one month of the year and if
you eat all of them, you will enjoy a year filled with
luck and prosperity.
Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año Nuevo or Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Community announcements
Dec.11 – The Kenner Business Association
presents its third annual holiday party at the
Crossing in Rivertown located at 519 Williams Boulevard from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. All of the proceeds will benefit local non-profits.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various programs and access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2571.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV, Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99, has Hispanic TV
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Facebook/
YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “I hope that this
Christmas the best present you get is to be near
your loved ones sharing peace, hope and joy.”
Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity
Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL)
and serves on the governing board of directors of
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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305-6422
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By Rafael E. Saddy chance to celebrate before Lent. There are many

of K en

Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com

M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8

Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

2/27/16 9:30 AM

CITY OF KENNER
Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8243
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105
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Feast your eyes and your appetite at Treasure Chest in December
By Rodney Miller
Now that you’ve
survived Thanksgiving, it is time to set
your sights on Christmas. And Christmas has many wondrous sights to
behold, that’s for sure. The lights, the food, the music, the food, the friends and family, the food, a satisfied warm feeling…from all the food. And food is
many of even more reasons to celebrate
this month at your Treasure
Chest Casino.
The
feeding frenzy starts
off big with our
“Prime Rib & Shrimp
Buffet” every Wednesday in December. That’s all
you can eat of expertly roasted and carved prime
rib, the king of cuts, and succulent shrimp, the barons of the briny deep, all for just $26.99!
Then come back the next day, Thursdays in
December, for a more festive spread with our “Louisiana Holiday Favorites Buffet!” Again, that’s all you
can eat of your local holiday favorites for just $19.99
Hold, on! I’m not done tempting you yet! I
haven’t mentioned Christmas Day! Tuesday, December 25, join us from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for our
“Christmas Day Buffet Special.” Instead of cooking
or troubling a family member to do all the work, enjoy a delicious classic Christmas feast with all the
trimmings for just $26.99. And just like at home or

at your relatives, you can go back for seconds, thirds
and more! When we say “all you can eat,” we aren’t
kidding. Eating until you’re uncomfortable is what
the holidays are all about!
So that covers the food. How about that holiday cheer? Come on. This is Treasure Chest Casino
we’re talking about. Have you ever known us to
skimp on the cheer?
Saturday, December 8 from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00
p.m., your holiday shopping is on us
with our “Holiday Shopping Spree Giveaway!” You could
be one of eight
winners to win
$1,000 cash to use
towards your holiday
shopping. Just make sure
you also get a little something for yourself. As
a winner, you deserve it.
On Saturday, December 22, join us for some
fast wins and great prizes with our “Instant Win
Holiday Kiosk Bonus!” From noon to 8:00 p.m., all
B Connected winners are instant winners! Earn
20 tier credits then stop by any kiosk to swipe and
receive your guaranteed prize! Instantly win B Connected Points, deli credits, a free buffet or up to
$1,000 slot dollars!
And as we finish 2018, we’ve got a great way to
finish the year strong! In fact, that’s why we named
it the “Finish Strong Big Dollar Giveaway.” Saturday,
December 29 from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., you could

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

win your share of over $30,000 in slot dollars and
cash! Plus, you can receive bonus drawings based
on your B Connected tier!
Also, in honor of the season, we will have extended holiday hours. We will open on Friday, December 28 and remain open until Wednesday, January 3 at 5:00 pm! It’s just one of the ways we’re delighted to serve you this holiday season. Have happy
holidays and as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B
Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director which is located is located at 5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit the website at
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s
showroom during the holidays
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for
more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Sat., December 1
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Cold Shot

Thurs., December 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., December 26
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Wed., December 5
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Fri., December 14
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Sugar Shaker

Thurs., December 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., December 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., December 15
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
MoJeaux

Fri., December 28
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Monster Crawfish

Fri., December 7
Closed
Sat., December 8
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
After Party

Wed., December 19
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Sat., December 29
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Topcats

Thurs., December 20
Closed

Wed., December 12
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Fri., December 21
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
New Suit

Mon., December 31
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
LaRouge
10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
The Boogie Men

Sat., December 22
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Wiseguys

Government
Two code sweeps uncover 126 code violations
The Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement
Department found 126 violations during two recent
code sweeps in the city during the month of November. One sweep took place in the 1900 and 2000
blocks of Illinois Avenue and the second sweep was
on 27th and Georgetown streets. In the sweep on Illinois, inspectors reported the violations of seven addresses required, two abandoned refrigerators, seven
abandoned vehicles, two building maintenances required, one building permit required, two fascia and
soffit issues, three fences needing repair, three cases
of high grass and weeds, one illegal discharge, seven
cases of litter or debris, three repairs or demolitions
required, one unsafe mechanical condition and two
cases of vermin or rodents.
In the sweep of 27th Street and Georgetown

Drive, inspectors reported 11 addresses required, 16
abandoned vehicles, seven building maintenances required, seven fascia or soffit issues, seven fence repairs
required, 13 cases of high grass and weeds, four illegal
discharges, 11 cases of litter or debris, six cars parked
on grass, one repair or demolition required and two
window, door or screen issues.
Owners of the properties are notified by warning or summonses, depending on the violation, and
abandoned vehicles are tagged to be towed if not
removed or brought into compliance within a period
of time. Property owners appear in court and are ordered to comply with the city’s code laws. Violators
can face both fines and court costs. Even if violators
next page

Government
Inspectors discover 201 violations in three
code sweeps in Kenner
Inspectors with the Kenner Inspection and
Code Enforcement Department uncovered a
total of 201 violations during three recent code
sweeps in November in Kenner.
One sweep took place on Indiana, Iowa and
Kansas avenues, the second was on Miami Place,
Kilgore Place and Marietta Street and the third
was in the 900 to 1700 blocks of Compromise
Street.
In the sweep on Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and
Kansas, inspectors reported the violations of two
sidewalk blocking, two addresses required, 11
abandoned vehicles, two building maintenance
required, two fascia or soffit issues, 11 fence repairs needed, 26 grass or weeds violations, one
illegal discharge, 21 cases of litter or debris, one
case of stagnant water, seven repairs or demolitions required, one vehicle litter issue and three
rodent cases.
In the code sweep on Miami Place, Kilgore
Place and the 2300 block of Marietta Street, the
violations reported were 16 addresses required,
24 abandoned vehicles, six building maintenances required, four fascia or soffit issues, three
fences needing repair, one garbage can violation,
two gutter repairs required, six grass or weeds
issues, two illegal discharges, eight cases of litter
or debris, eight cars parked on grass, four unsafe
plumbing conditions, two cases of stagnant water
and four window, door or screen issues.
In the sweep on Compromise Street, the
violations reported were two addresses required,
one abandoned refrigerator, two abandoned
vehicles, two building maintenances required,
one building permit needed, one fence repair
required, two grass or weed issues, three litter
or debris cases, five cars parked on grass, one unsafe plumbing condition and one vehicle blocking the sidewalk.
Owners of the properties are notified by
warning or summonses, depending on the violation, and abandoned vehicles are tagged to be
towed if not removed or brought into compliance
within a period of time. Property owners appear
in court and are ordered to comply with the city’s
code laws. Violators can face both fines and
court costs. Even if violators come into compli-

Code sweeps

ance, they are placed on probation and can be
recharged under the original offense if there is a
repeat violation.
In the three sweeps, a total of 60 warning
violations and five court summons were issued.
The council members representing the areas where the sweeps took place asked for the
public to continue to report code violations in
their neighborhoods.
“No one has better information about the issues in a neighborhood than the residents themselves,” Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur
said. “We rely on residents to report the information, either to their council member or to the
code office, so that we can target problem areas.”
Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan said the city does not have enough inspectors to be aware of every neighborhood problem
throughout the city.
“So we are relying on our residents to never
assume that a particular problem in their neighborhood is being handled,” Councilman Brennan
said. “Call us to report all of your concerns.”
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll said the battle against blight is something he,
Mayor Ben Zahn and all city officials take very
seriously.
“This is a quality of life issue and we are
working every day to make things better for our
residents and business owners,” Councilman
Carroll said.
SINCE 1987
Mayor Zahn said the code sweeps remain a
top priority, and he thanked Kenner Inspection
and Code Enforcement Director James Mohamad and the department’s inspectors for the
hard work they do. “They are a vital part of the
team – which includes the police department,
the city council and residents in all areas of the
city – that are working together as one to eliminate blight,” said Mayor Zahn.

urged residents in his district – and throughout the
city – to continue to let city officials know about
come into compliance, they are placed on probation
property owners in their neighborhoods who are not
and can be recharged under the original offense if
keeping up with their obligations. “It’s not possible
there is a repeat violation. In the two sweeps, a total
for our code inspectors to be aware of code violations
of 46 warning violations and 10 court summons were
everywhere in the city,” Councilman Brennan said.
issued.
“But with the help of residents, that is possible, and
The council members who represent the dis- with that information we can and will take action.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn emphasized the importricts where the code sweeps took place both agreed
the city must continue its aggressive fight against
tance of a team effort against blight – including the
blight.
code enforcement department under the director
“Because of the quality of life concerns and
of James Mohamad, the Kenner Police Department,
for their customers and families, all of our property
members of the Kenner City Council and residents
owners, businesses and tenants are supportive of
throughout the city. “When we work together as one,
the efforts of the Kenner Code Department,” Kenner
we are capable of doing incredible things,” Mayor
District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll said. “It is im- Zahn said. “And when a problem exists in areas
portant that our residents and business owners know
throughout the city that is where a team approach is
we are united with them in the fight against blight.”
absolutely vital.”
Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan
from previous page

KENNER STR  DECEMBER 2018

19

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

7030 Canal Boulevard

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net

Guffey_0516.indd 1

4/23/16 7:26 PM

Please accept our appreciation and sincere thanks
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Kenner and Walmart are two of their largest em- Airport
ployers participating. They are recognized as an
Let’s talk about the airport. The new North
“A” hospital for patient safety. They are officially Airport Terminal is a $1 billion project in the
Code sweeps/Demos
designated as a baby-friendly certified industry. city of Kenner. It is something that will be good
Myself and this council are very big on code
They have ongoing health education and screen- eventually for the city of Kenner. They will have
sweeps. Why? Because it eliminates blight and
ings for local schools. So, thank you, Ochsner. I 35 gates, two parking garages and will open in
rids the element that continues to make our city
appreciate what you do for the city of Kenner and
the spring of 2019.
dirty. So, we have definitely continued to focus
for everyone in the area.
Airport connector road
on code sweeps. We issued 1,829 violations in the
Infrastructure
If you read the newspaper, you hear that
last year, had 11 demolitions with 13 more that
Street panel replacement
there’s some issues going on with my administraare scheduled. That shows the city is not putInfrastructure is something very impor- tion, along with our council, with me negotiating
ting up with blight or putting up with the people
tant to all of us. You have roads that you ride
with the DOTD. I want to thank state Representhat are causing that. I think the landlords, and
on. Your parks, everything. Your lighting. That is
tative Joe Stagni for his work in making sure that
I think those residents, they’re getting an idea
important to all of us. We are continuing to re- this moves forward. My administration, Deborah
and they’re understanding what direction this
place street panels throughout the city of Ken- Foshee as CAO, Kriss Fortunato as deputy CAO,
administration, this council will go in.
ner. Street panels have been neglected for some
city attorney Leigh H. Roussel and Ed Rapier as
Rivertown Farmers Market
time. This administration and this council are
assistant city attorney have been very involved in
This is something new that we’ve started. lucky because we are finished paying off our road
addressing where we’re going with our fire staWe’ve had the Rivertown Farmers Market al- bond issue as of the end of December. We’ll be
tion. The state is offering a certain amount. We’re
ready, but we merged this year with Crescent
able to allocate that money where it needs to go. continuing to negotiate with them. I believe a letCity Market. They started back in May. They run
In the past, we have been criticized by a former
ter went out yesterday accepting their offer, but
four other markets in the area. We now have
councilman who said that we weren’t putting it
also negotiations are continuing.
more vendors, new vendors and a lot of selection
back on the streets. Rest assured that we are
State Representative Joe Stagni has
for the people that go there.
absolutely putting it back into the streets. This
reached out to me a number of times to help and
Film/TV Production
administration gets it. Thank God this council
also we actually are having a meeting after this
That is something that had left the city of
gets it, also. This council supports infrastructure
to talk about some other ideas that he has. But
Kenner, but it’s come back to the city under this
because anything that touches that road, the
as you read the paper you will hear about this
council and this administration over the last year
drainage, the medians, etc. must be repaired “war” that is going on between me and Shawn
to two years. We have showcased the city of Ken- and maintained. If you see throughout the city
Wilson, the DOTD secretary. I wouldn’t call it a
ner. I believe there’s a movie starting next week
of Kenner, we have continued to address curbs. war. I would call it what it is. Just making sure
called “The Green Book.” If you remember last
We replace them or repair them. Sometimes we
that the taxpayers of Kenner don’t suffer any
year, they took over Sunny’s Snowballs on West
paint them to make them look better on a major
more than what they’ve already had to suffer.
Esplanade and made it look like an old Kentucky
thoroughfare. We will continue to do that and I He understands that. And also, the governor unFried Chicken. That is going to be from the city
thank this council for understanding that the
derstands that. We were just recently in the govof Kenner in this new movie that’s coming out. budget they have is going toward that in the next
ernor’s office in the mansion. He has been very,
That’s impressive. And that’s what we need to
year also. We have many more street panels that
very understanding to what we’re doing. He’s
will be identified, not just the 23 that I talked
keep attracting. We’ve only collected $69,000 in
been very understanding with Shawn Wilson at
about. We’re identifying a lot more and you’ll see
fees, rentals and expenses, but that’s just our
this point about what we need. We have to move
a lot over this next term.
first year.
that fire station, guys. If we don’t move the fire
Statewide flood control
Healthcare/Ochsner Health
station, our rating changes. When our rating
We’re in the third phase of improvements in
We have our own hospital here in the city
changes, you pay more. That’s not what I want
of Kenner. Ochsner has made $5 million of im- the University City area and in Audubon Place, for the city of Kenner. We will move the fire stawhich is in Councilman Brian Brennan’s district. tion. We’ve identified a piece of property behind
provements in its Kenner facility. I want to thank
Ochsner for being a good partner with the city
That is being addressed with new subsurface
Church’s Fried Chicken on Loyola. It has to be in
of Kenner and continuing to increase their ser- drainage. It’s a $1.5 million project and will be
that area. Some naysayers have said, “Well why
vices and their equipment for our residents. They
completed April 2019. That is important for the
don’t you just move it to where the police station
have Joint Commission accreditation as a stroke
University City area and Audubon Place and Bri- is located?” Well, the issue is we want to keep our
center. They offer onsite wellness programs, se- an Brennan has been very involved in that with
response time. You have an interstate that dilect network insurance options, reduced costs
my administration and I thank Brian Brennan
vides that area. We cannot allow that interstate
for businesses in the city of Kenner. The city of
for doing that.
to affect our response times. I sought out state
Senator Gary Smith. I appreciate your hard work.
Also, Senator Danny Martiny, along with Julie
Stokes for all their work. All of our state legislators and senators have been extremely helpful in
making this work. So, I thank you guys for doing
that. The airport connector road will be a $7.6
million project. It should be completed in 2019.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”
The flyover will come eventually.
Williams/Airline improvements
If you look at Councilman Greg Carroll’s district and very close to Councilman Mike Sigur’s
district, you see a lot of work, a lot of improvements that are going on there that’s completed.
It’s a $1 million project with new signals, push
button walk signals, median improvements and
lighting that was added. This is part of our 2030
project and we also have a new Rivertown sign.
We are closely working with the councilman of
District 1 along with the councilman of District
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
2, Greg and Mike to make sure that those things
are accomplished, and I want to thank them for
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
their hard work.
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
Recreation upgrades
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
It’s been a hot topic lately with some of the
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate
things that we’ve done in the city of Kenner, but
we are moving in a different direction with recreation. We have Chad Pitfield, who is a retired po3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
• FAX 831-2609
lice deputy for the Jefferson Parish
from page 1

Century Title, Inc.
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Sheriff’s Office. Just wanted to change direction.
He has good management abilities. He comes in
and says here are the things that we need to do
at recreation. The parks had been neglected for
some time. I’m not pointing the finger at anybody, but it’s been neglected and this council
and this administration understands that. The
Kenner City Park tot lot, we have put that in. We
resurfaced the tennis courts at A.P. Clay and also
Rosemary Minor parks. We put down a new surface at Woodlake Tot Lot, Seton Parc Pocket Park
and new fencing at Buddy Lawson, Butch Duhe
and Muss Bertolino. There’s a lot more to come
in 2019.
We have recently completed an administrative policy to charge $10 to residents to play team
sports in the city of Kenner. I think everybody
can afford to pay $10. The $10 does not even go
toward the recreation department. The $10 goes
toward the police details that we need to have in
the city of Kenner. Because sometimes when you
put team sports together, they sometimes tend
to get into little bit of an argument. So, we’re
putting police details out there. Public safety is
vital. In doing so we found out that individuals
out of the city who want to play team sports were
not paying a penny. They were playing for free, so
we had to put a charge on that. Also, we checked
some other local parishes and local cities and
we’re charging $50 for non-residents. George
Branigan and I agree and a lot of the other
council people are in agreement. Kristi McKinney agreed with this. She’s been very supportive
that it is time to have those that play from out of
town, not to play on our tax dollars. This is not to
penalize anybody. This is just to make it fair for
Kenner. Other areas do this and we’re doing it, so
I appreciate the council’s support on that.
Dog park
We have a dog park in the city of Kenner. It
was built by the former District 5 Councilman
Dominick Impastato, who is now our parish councilman. We appreciate what he did. It opened in
October 2017. He came back and he cut the ribbon. We appreciate having this in the city of Kenner. If you look through all the other cities, other
areas, this is what they are doing. Dog parks are
very popular. As you know, if you run for office, it
seems like nine out of 10 doors that you knock
on, they have a dog. So, this is something that we
wanted to give back to the city of Kenner. And
I know how much Councilman Impastato loves
dogs, so that’s probably why he did it. We have a
lot of new trees, drainage and benches that were
put in the park.
We are currently working with companies
and Councilman Impastato is still helping me
and the two at-Large council members, Tom
Willmott and Kristi McKinney, along with Brian
Brennan, to reach out to those companies for
naming rights to the park. Now, some people
have a problem with naming rights. The people I
just mentioned and I’m sure the rest of the council have no problem with naming rights because
when you have naming rights it takes away from
us having to pay for the maintenance of it and
continuing to add improvements to it. Why is that
good? That gives us more money in our budget to
do other things. Somebody cannot adopt a street
but they can adopt a dog park or a park or a stage
or anything like that. In Lafreniere Park the Al
Copeland stage was paid for by him. That’s the
things that we need to do here in the city of Kenner.
Events
Freedom Fest
We’ve had a lot of city events in Kenner. A lot
next page
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was going on before I got here, but the first one
that I put out there was Freedom Fest. Freedom
Fest has become our premier party, the premier
event for the city of Kenner. It does not go without us saying that we don’t do this by ourselves.
Again, as this seems like a Dominick Impastato
hour, Councilman Impastato stepped up to the
plate and donated $50,000 this past Freedom
Fest, along with Councilman Mark Spears and
Councilman Paul Johnston, who donated also.
This is important. This is a free event. We have
nationwide talent that comes to the city of Kenner and performs right here. That’s what we’re
trying to do to showcase our lakefront. It’s on the
day before Labor Day. That’s a long weekend. If
you missed the last two years, please attend next
year’s event. This is something that is going to be
good and continue to be good for the city of Kenner and it shows off our lakefront.
Trunk or Treat
This is something that we have done starting a couple of years ago. I can’t take credit for
it. I think it was done by Councilman Mike Sigur
when he was the acting mayor. It keeps our kids
safe. We’ve had it at Muss Bertolino in the past.
We just recently moved it because we thought the
track was going to get redone. Those are ongoing
negotiations, but we moved it to the Pontchartrain Center parking lot. Very, very well attended
event and it keeps our kids safe and it gives them
a place to go.
Ocktoberfest
We lost the Deutsches Haus event that was
in Rivertown for quite a while. They built their
own facility. Now, we have started our own small
version. General Services joined with Friends of
Rivertown to work on that. I think it was a pretty
successful event for the first year. We probably
need to market it a little bit better, but it’ll grow
and maybe Councilman Impastato can give some
money to that also. Thanks. Thanks, Dominick. I
appreciate that.
Wellness Jamboree
We now have a Wellness Jamboree. That
was a first-time new event. They did healthy
cooking nutrition demos, health checkups – it
was something Greg Carroll led the fight for to
put on in Rivertown. I think it was a pretty successful event.
Christmas from the lake to the river
Christmas is a big deal to a lot of us. We’re
going to do Christmas from the lake to the river
this year. Last year, we brought “Christmas in the
Park” from Rivertown to Kenner City Park. We’re
going to go do more in Rivertown this year with
some Christmas events with Friends of Rivertown. It’s going to be called Christmas in Rivertown. But we’re also going to focus on what we’re
going to do Kenner City Park. We are going to
have an 1,800 square foot skating rink in Kenner
City Park in District 5 and a Santa’s Workshop,
Bavarian Biergarten and Breakfast with Santa.
One Sunday in December, they’re going to have
actual snow brought in and we will also have the
Top Cats performing. There’ll be bands performing all throughout the season. It’ll be open every
Friday, Saturday and Sunday from November 30
to December 30. Christmas in Rivertown will
open on December 1 and they will be open on
Thursdays with some similar attractions.
Outreach
KTV
Outreach has been fantastic. We have made
KTV its own department. We have hired Charles
Illanne and also Robin Dallafior to head that

up. They are doing a great job with their crew.
I thank them for what they do and moving that
forward to have more extensive outreach for
our Kenner residents. We’ve had shows like “Biz
Buzz” highlighting new businesses. Between YouTube, Twitter, Facebook and KTV videos, we have
surpassed over 80,000 views in just five months.
I want to thank them because that is something
that is an outreach to every Kenner resident, not
to mention those in the parish area that can
watch KTV as well.
Emergency response
With our EOC, several incidents have occurred that have caused us to go to a Level 1
activation. We’ve had freezes, boil water advisories and storms which led to our first ever water
giveaway, so that is something that is we will continue to do – if we need to.
Hopefully, we don’t have to again, but we
were able to get a lot of that water donated by
Ronnie Mains of CRC Global Services, who is
here today with his group. I thank him for what
he did for that water giveaway. In the past year,
we activated our EOC 36 times, including Tropical Storm Gordon. Hopefully it won’t be that
much in the coming season.
City court statistics
We have a new schedule in city court, now
open mornings from nine to 11, four days a week.
We kept the afternoon session and that makes going to court more flexible. We’ve had more than
18,800 cases so far this year. I know we have two
of our judges in the audience today, Arita Bohannon and Skip Hand. I thank them for their continued work.
Fleet upgrades
This is something that’s never been done in
the city of Kenner before. We have 22 new vehicles in our fleet. They’re all leased. All have fiveyear warranties with zero cost on the warranties.
You can’t beat that. We have an option to buy for
a very, very low amount after those five years, so I
want to thank Ronnie Vitellaro and Sue Ranatza
for what they do in fleet.
Fire department
We have a new fire chief, Ryan Bergeron,
who was appointed over a year ago, and since
that time we have made a difference with Ryan
Bergeron in our fire department. They’ve gotten
new bunker gear that they never had in the last
couple of years. We have a new fire truck that was
on Facebook last week. We finally got the SAFER
grant from FEMA that will allow us to have 24
new firefighters. So far this year, we’ve had 158
fires, 507 medical calls, 147 vehicle accidents,
51 hazmat calls, 32 distress calls, eight elevator
rescues and four water rescues. I thank the men
and ladies of the fire department for what they
do, along with Chief Ryan Bergeron.
Police Department
I don’t have as much to talk about with the
police department because they have been wellfunded and they’re doing an excellent job, Our
chief can’t be here, but he gave me some statistics of what’s going on in the last year. Crime is
down four percent through June 30. During this
year, we’ve had only two homicides. We all know
that Chief Glaser and his men and ladies of the
Kenner Police Department do a fantastic job.
When you don’t have a lot to talk about the police department, that’s a good deal because that
means we are staying safe and I appreciate what
they do.
Future
Economic development
Our future is economic development. I kind
of talked a little bit about District 4. George Branigan comes in and he’s cursed with The Espla-

nade mall and Pavilion shopping center across
the street. These major areas in the city of Kenner just do not seem to be able to move forward.
But, if you look throughout the city of Kenner, we are moving forward. I’ll talk about that in
a minute. We’re cutting ribbons. We are celebrating the opening of new businesses, but just that
little hub right there, it doesn’t seem to work.
However, with this new council and the city administration, we’ve reached out to The Esplanade mall. They have a new owner, Kohan Realty.
They have recently opened two new successful
places. I hope that continues to be a trend. Bongo’s 88 is one, which we’ve cut the ribbon at. I
have not been there yet, but I hear that the food
is excellent. It’s in the Old Zea’s spot. Nice, nice
club area. Also, Pelican Ice Skating, a synthetic
ice-skating rink, opened on the second floor.
I believe outside the old Macy’s that two
new attractions and hopefully more are coming. And while I am talking about Macy’s, it’s no
secret that myself, my administration and this
council want to move to the Macy’s building. We
are in at least 12 to 14 different locations for city
hall, guys. It is a manager’s nightmare. These are
buildings that are in need of repair. The deal that
we’re working with Macy’s, I think it will be better for all of us. Not to mention we will become
the anchor that the mall needs. People ask why
are we the anchor? Because we will have anywhere from 400 to 500 employees going in and
out of the Macy’s building every day just to go to
work. So, when people come to see us, we have
people come to City Hall. There will be a need
for restaurants. There will be a need for grocery
stores at the Pavilion shopping center.
There will be a need for many things that
you don’t have in that area. This is supported by
the council. We have toured. I have toured the
building twice. All the council has gone at least
once. It will fit everything that we need. Yes, we
will lease it. Hopefully we’ll work out something
where we can eventually purchase it, but it will
be the future of the city of Kenner. I’m going to
say the location is central Kenner, not North Kenner, not South Kenner. The future of the city of
Kenner, I believe, is The Esplanade mall or at
least that area. The Pavilion shopping center is
owned by a gentleman who lives in New Jersey.
We have met with him a number of times. He was
just in recently to come and meet with me and
George Branigan.
We actually went a little bit further and we
said, “Can we start bringing some businesses to
you?” We’re connecting them with grocery stores.
We’re connecting them with pet care centers.
We’re connecting them with other things that we

don’t have in that area. They also working on two
businesses and one has signed. I can’t announce
it yet but one is going to be something that’s
needed in the old Rouse’s grocery store area.
It’s not a grocery, yet. That’s coming and they’re
working on one more. I looked at the Pavilion
and I said they needed to repair and paint it. And
they’ve done that for one half. They’re waiting for
the tenants to move into the second half to be
sure what they want in that area. So, I thank all
of the council for their continued work on that.
New businesses
We talked about ribbon cuttings. You know,
some people have said we’re a dying city because
of that little hub right there. We’re not a dying
city. We had 60 ribbon cuttings this last year.
We’ve had 548 occupational licenses. That is not
a dying city and we’re going to continue to do
these things.
If you look at Laketown, with what’s going
on with that new development right there by the
corner of Joe Yenni and Williams. And in Councilman Mike Sigur’s district, the Kenner Marketplace that’s going up where the U-turn is located
and that Councilman Dominick Impastato is
working with my office and Councilman Sigur’s
on to complete. Those are the things that are
adding to this area. I know there is someone
who has reached out to me and also Councilman
Glenn Hayes about a development possibly, and
we’re keeping our fingers crossed, for the old
horse property in District 3 on Williams Boulevard. It’d be so nice to see that developed with all
the things that are coming to the city of Kenner,
so I appreciate the work that Councilman Glenn
Hayes is continuing to do in that area.
Economic development and Visit Kenner
We’ve created Visit Kenner right here as our
own group in the city of Kenner. We continue to
work very closely with the Jefferson Convention
and Visitors Bureau, which I think is here today. I
saw Violet Peters a few minutes ago and we work
closely with them. JCVB does a great job for the
parish and also Kenner, but now we have our own
group to work as well and also in conjunction
with JCVB to continue to bring those trade shows
and different activities to the Pontchartrain Center and the city of Kenner. A Kenner economic
development coordinator was appointed by me
a couple of months ago. Former councilwoman
Kelly Hand of District 5 is here with us today and
she is the economic development coordinator, so
thank you, Kelly, for your work.
I want to thank Carolyn Barrett for Visit
Kenner for the work that she does. Also, those
two are working together in one office to help put
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Kenner back on the map where it needs to be.
Rivertown
We’ve done a lot of work in Rivertown. You
see a lot of things popping up in the Rivertown
area. Fleur de Lily opened up and so did Porch
and Patio. If you haven’t been there, it has
opened up right by the old Christina packaging
shed. We have a lot of new things coming, too. A
bakery is coming. The artist-talk series happens
down there. The Italian Heritage Festival hap-

pens down there. These are things that have
been going on including the new Oktoberfest
that happens down there. All of these things are
happening in Rivertown. It is a Main Street and I
think we need to continue to focus on that.
Laketown
Something that is near and dear to me and
also to Councilman Glenn Hayes, along with our
at-Large council members and most of the city
council, is to make sure that we keep the Treasure Chest where they are in the city of Kenner.
If they want to move and be land-based, that will
be excellent for us. Treasure Chest has been an
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awesome friend to the city of Kenner. It is no secret to me or this council, and probably to most of
you all, that without the Treasure Chest we have
no capital budget. That is our capital budget. The
fees that they pay back to us through our contract and also to the Kenner Police Department
is what pays for our capital improvements in the
city of Kenner. So, when Atlantis Corporation
reached out to me, I made it clear to them that
by no means do I want this to hinder our relationship with Treasure Chest.
Treasure Chest knows that and Atlantis Corporation knows that. But, Atlantis Corporation
will be working on a plan to put condos out there.
To put a boardwalk style development there. The
stage that we’re still working on, all the things
that we don’t have right now in Laketown. Restaurants, places to go just on an afternoon on a
Saturday or Sunday night. It will attract more to
the city of Kenner, but again, that is something
myself and Councilman Hayes and the two atLarge council members are working on every
week to continue to make that an accent to Treasure Chest, to keep Treasure Chest as our friend.
Closing
You’ve seen a lot today. Kenner’s future is
very bright. We are going to continue to move forward and do a lot of work that has to be done. I
started out by saying I want to thank our chief
of police and our city council for what they do.
They are very enthusiastic. Each and every one of
them. My administration is also active, as well as
all of our employees. I want to thank again – this
is the last time, Dominick Impastato. Enjoy it. I
want to thank again, Dominick Impastato and
Mark Spears. We have $60 million in our budget.
They have $600 million in Jefferson Parish. They
have been two good friends to Kenner. Dominick
has the north end of the city, Mark has the south
end. They have been two friends on the council
along with their colleagues and with the administration to make sure that Kenner gets what we
need. I started that a long time ago. Dominick
has continued that, along with Mark, and I appreciate what they do from the parish level.
We’re going to move forward. We need some
new symbols for the city of Kenner. We need to
show that the city of Kenner is going in a different direction with this administration, our parish council colleagues and also the city council
and our chief. Everyone, every city needs a sym-

bol. They need a new face. It’s time for Kenner
to have a new face. You all are going to be the
first ones to see something that has never been
shown before. Our new symbol, our new mascot,
someone who will be the symbol that will fight
for what we need in the city of Kenner in our
daily efforts in fighting litter and blight. A superhero that’s a loyal friend to our community is
needed for our Kenner. This idea was developed
by myself, Deputy CAO Kriss Fortunato and our
creative team at KTV. I said before, if you knock
on a door in the city of Kenner when you’re running for office, you know that everybody has a dog.
They say that man’s best friend is a dog. What
better friend for the city of Kenner to have than
our own superhero, Captain Klean.
Ann, (Branigan) come on up here. This will
be our symbol for the city of Kenner. Captain
Klean will be at every event that I just talked
about. Captain Klean will be at every groundbreaking, every business that opens into city of
Kenner. Captain Klean is our new mascot and
before anybody asks, it was not paid for with taxpayer money. If you see the belt, Captain Klean’s
utility belt – it’s a Batman utility belt – Bob Ramelli paid for this from Ramelli Waste. I want to
thank Bob Ramelli and Ramelli Waste for giving
us Captain Klean. Like I said, most people have
a dog. I think it’s something that relates to everybody in the city of Kenner and it just gives us
a new face. It gives us a new symbol in the way
we’re going to move forward in the city of Kenner. This council, this administration, myself and
this chief are dedicated to changing the city of
Kenner. Captain Klean is going to help with that.
Thank you, Ann. So, we’re knocking doors, right,
from one of the races we’ve been together on and
I found out that Dominick likes dogs, but he’d
rather not touch them. Well, that was the wrong
thing to tell me because every time I knocked on
the door with a dog, I’d say, Dominick, come on
over here. That’s when it started. Don’t you want
to touch the dog? That was interesting. So, thank
you Dominick. Thank you all. I appreciate it.
A video of Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s state of
the city speech can be viewed on the city of Kenner’s Facebook page @officialofkennergovernment
or on the city of Kenner’s television station’s Facebook page @kennertv.
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Important projects
from page 1

Happy Holidays
from the Staff of

The Kenner Star

$2 million cost because this is part of the flood control program. The work currently is estimated to be
finished in April 2019.
Duncan Canal bridges at West Esplanade
– Bids are scheduled to be opened in January 2019,
for the replacement of the bridges over the Duncan
Canal at West Esplanade Avenue with box culverts.
The work should begin around mid-year. The estimated cost of this 2030 Project is $15 million. In
addition to replacing the two aging bridges, the
project also includes landscaping and pedestrian
safety enhancements.
Williams Boulevard Improvements – This
project, currently in the design phase, will convert
the existing 5-lane roadway into a 4-lane divided
road with a median. That median will add turning
lanes to enhance traffic safety and operations. Also
included in the project is lighting, sidewalks and
a bicycle path on Williams between West Metairie
Avenue and Interstate 10. There is no current start
date, but it is likely to begin in early 2020.

Power Boulevard median improvements –
This project will build a concrete pedestrian/bike
path in the median of Power Boulevard between
West Esplanade Avenue and Vintage Drive. There
also will be a number of enhancements, including pedestrian lighting, landscaping, a pedestrian
bridge, a sprinkler system, benches and improvements at existing pedestrian crossings. The new
path will connect with the path on Erlanger Road.
The cost is estimated at $1.7 million, and while
there is no start date, this project also is expected
to begin in early 2020.
Tom Schreiner, Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for Public Works and Capital Projects, said 2018 was a very busy year for projects to
upgrade the city’s infrastructure and 2019 will see
more of the same.
“Our mission is to provide Kenner residents
with modern, safe and well-maintained streets and
bridges in addition to a reliable wastewater system,” Schreiner said. “These projects, when completed, will have a very positive impact on the city
of Kenner. Of course, we also will be focusing on our
road maintenance throughout the year.”
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Airport
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Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.

from page 1

Wood panel ceiling and terrazzo floors have
been installed in Concourses B and C. The restroom
fixtures are also now in place.
Concourse A is now enclosed and crews are
building out the connection to the secured corridor
for U.S. Customs processing.
Concourses B and C are ready for the airport
concessionaires to begin construction of their spaces.
Carpet installation and seating in the holding areas
near the gates will be installed in the coming weeks.
Water fountains with bottle refilling stations have
been installed.
Work is underway to complete the shortterm garage and the surface parking lot. Construction has begun on the long-term garage, which will
partially open in July 2019 and is expected to be
completed in October 2019.

Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.
NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

Christmas Village
from page 1

the Bavarian Biergarten area with food and drinks,
as well as Santa’s Workshop, where Santa will be
available for pictures each night. There will be crafters, vendors, school bands, choirs and other local
performers at the village. The Christmas Village will
be open Friday through Sunday from 6:00 p.m. until
10:00 p.m. through Sunday, December 30.
The city is offering two opportunities for Breakfast with Santa – one on December 1 and a second
on December 15 from 9:00 a.m. until noon. This is
a pancake and sausage breakfast filled with games,
arts and crafts, pictures with Santa Claus and more.

Food bank
from page 1

To receive assistance from the food bank, the
USDA and Second Harvest require that a family’s income cannot exceed the limits established by the USDA
for the respective family size. Income limits, how to apply for assistance and application forms can be found
on the city’s website, www.kenner.la.us. An application
can also be picked up from the food bank.
Eligible families are provided one to three boxes

Admission for children over two is $5 and adult tickets are $8.
On Friday, December 21 from 6:30 p.m. until
8:30 p.m. the city will host a “Grinch Party” which is
a pizza party filled with games, arts and crafts, pictures with Mr. Grinch and more. Tickets are $5 for
children and $8.00 for adults. Kids under two are
admitted free.
To register for the three holiday events go to
kenner.recdesk.com, click on “Programs” and then
under “Category” select “General.”
For more information on the above events at
Kenner City Park visit www.kenner.la.us or call
the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department at
468-7211.

of food weighing 30 to 40 pounds once a month according to family size. In 2017 the food bank fed an average
5,038 individuals. To date this year the food bank has
already serviced 4,189 individuals.
Monetary donations by check or money order can
be made payable to the Kenner Food Bank and mailed
or dropped off to the food bank at 317 Oxley Street located in Rivertown in Kenner. Food donations can be
delivered to the food bank, as well, from 9:30 a.m. until
3:30 p.m. For more information call 468-7204.

2/22/13 9:36 PM

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
7:00pm - 11:00pm

7:00pm - 5 Winners of $500 Slot Dollars
8:00pm - 4 Winners of $1,000 Slot Dollars
9:00pm - 3 Winners of $2,000 Slot Dollars
10:00pm - 2 Winners of $5,000 Slot Dollars
11:00pm - 1 Winner of $10,000 Cash!
ON DRAWING DAY:
SAPPHIRE members receive 10 bonus entries
EMERALD members receive 25 bonus entries
ONYX members receive 75 bonus entries
TITANIUM members receive 125 bonus entries
As an added bonus, on Friday, December 28,
B Connected Members can swipe and receive
EXCLUSIVE bonus entries.

Finish 2018 STRONG with over
$30,000 in SLOT DOLLARS & CASH!

Must swipe on December 28 to receive bonus entries. Earn entries on December 29 only. 10 Tier Credits = 1 entry. Check in at any kiosk starting at 6:00pm on promotion day.
Other restrictions apply. See B Connected Club for complete details. © 2018 BOYD GAMING COPORATION®

Christmas Day
BUFFET SPECIAL

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25 | 11:00am - 7:00pm

Enjoy a delicious CHRISTMAS FEAST
for only $
99
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LIVE MUSIC IN THE SHOWROOM
The Boogie Men | 10:00pm - 2:00am
Plus local live entertainment
from 6:00pm - 9:00pm

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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