Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

Vol. 26, No. 07

Expected modest
growth in revenues
leads to small city
budget increase
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City officials trying to find compromise on boat, RV and trailer parking
By Allan Katz

Development Code (UDC) took nearly seven
years and included seven public meetings and
two different presentations by city officials to explain the changes and take any public comment.
Included in the updates is Article VII of
the UDC, which deals with the regulation of off
street parking and loading requirements, including where one may legally park boats, RVs and
trailers in the city. There was virtually no reaction to the section that revised the boat and RV
parking regulations. These changes on parking

An ordinance regulating boats, recreational
vehicles and trailers and where they can legally
be parked in the city was included as part of the
rewrite of the city’s comprehensive zoning ordinance that was completed and adopted by the
Kenner City Council on March 16, 2016.
The city’s old zoning document was nearly
40 years old and needed to be modernized. The
process to create what is now called the Unified

regulations for boats, RVs and trailers were to
become effective April 4, 2017.
But when notices of the changes were
placed on the doors of residents, city officials
received hundreds of complaints. The main
complaint from boat and RV owners is that only
a small percentage of Kenner homes can physically meet the requirements that these vehicles
be parked only in garages, driveways, backyards
or side yards screened off by fences or hedges.
page 22

Compromising works to resolve hired vehicle transportation issues
By Allan Katz
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
For fiscal year 2016-2017, Kenner’s operating budget was $60.9 million with a $4.4 million
capital budget. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn has
proposed a slightly higher $63.4 million operating budget along with a $3.8 million capital
budget for upcoming fiscal year 2017-2018.
Sales taxes are the largest single source of
revenue in the city and have increased by about
3.44 percent this year after a decade of sales tax
revenues being mostly stagnant.
Negotiations by city administrators with
the city’s health insurance carrier limited the
increase for 2017-2018 to less than one percent,
with increases also coming in pension contributions for city employees and firefighters.
For the upcoming fiscal year Kenner’s
cash reserve fund, or fund balance, is expected
to increase from approximately 10.9 percent to
11.12 percent of the operating budget.
page 23

work Companies, more commonly referred to as
TNCs.
Like other cities, Kenner has a “Vehicles for
Hire” ordinance that regulates taxis and other
transportation options. However, the concept of
ride-sharing services like Uber and Lyft is relatively new and unregulated in Kenner.
At the council’s June 1, 2017 meeting, a revision to the Vehicles for Hire ordinance was ap-

In a complicated process that has seen
twists and turns for the past year, Kenner now
has a revised ordinance to regulate ride-hailing
services like Uber and Lyft.
With a big helping hand from Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn, the Kenner City Council approved a
rewritten law that regulates Transportation Net-
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City of Kenner at the
ready for tropical storm
Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Deborah
Cunningham Foshee, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn,
Kenner Emergency Management Department
Director Doug Dodt, Kenner Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer Kriss Fortunato and, with
her back to the camera, Kenner City Attorney
Leigh Roussell met in the Emergency Operations
Center to take necessary steps in preparing the
city during the time Tropical Storm Cindy was
threatening the city in late June.

Kenner’s dog park to Kenner Star starts 26th year as city’s
community newspaper almost“We20,000.
open in September,
thank our loyal readers who have responded very
affirmatively
to the Kenner Star. We promise to continue
The Kenner Star, the city of Kenner’s only homefundraising underway town newspaper,
to
provide
community
news, government updates and inwill celebrate its 25th anniversary durWhile work is ongoing to complete the
initial phase of Kenner’s first dog park in Kenner’s City Park for a September 2017 opening,
a strong fundraising effort is also underway
to raise the money needed for two additional
phases.
A price tag of $350,000 was originally put
on the dog park with three distinct phases to
offer separate areas for small and large dogs
and a variety of amenities, including an agility
area and a splash area.
Thanks to $66,000 that Kenner Mayor

proved, but the changes were not well-received
by Uber and Lyft executives, who said they likely
would not be able to operate in the city.
Just one day after sifting through the reactions from Uber and Lyft officials, as well as
citizens and business groups, Mayor Zahn took
action, immediately meeting with Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser, council members and

ing the month of July 2017. “The Kenner Star has always
been a free newspaper reporting on the city’s progress
over the last 25 years,” said Candy Lovitt, Kenner Star
managing editor and marketing director. “The Kenner
Star has been dedicated to informing Kenner residents
about local community, civic, charitable and governmental events occurring in the city and will continue to do
so. The support of our advertisers enables us to bring
the Kenner Star to our readers and we sincerely thank
them for helping us provide our newspaper for Kenner
residents to enjoy.”
The Kenner Star’s unique method of distribution,
mailing a free copy each month to every registered voter
household in Kenner, includes a mailed circulation of

formation that is enlightening, educational and interesting every month,” said Lovitt. “Local business owners and
professionals contribute columns each month to the Kenner Star providing our readers with information relevant to
them and our local area. Our goal has always been to help
businesses and business owners who have invested in Kenner and we urge our residents to shop and patronize those
advertisers.”
The Kenner Star, a privately owned company published by Kenner Star, Inc., converted to a monthly publication in 1993, has always been mailed free to all registered
voter households in Kenner and is also distributed to about
100 pickup locations throughout the city. The Kenner Star’s
website is www.kennerstar.com.
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Coming Up AUGUST Kenner Star
Kenner Parks & Recreation

LEISURE SERVICE
FALL BROCHURE

4th of July Fireworks
9 p.m. on Tuesday, July 4th
Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner
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Bird’s
one world one sky: Big
Adventure
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

JULY 14

8:00 PM

8:00 PM

LASER Vinyl

LASER RETRO

(classic 80’s rock!)

(Totally 80’s Pop!)

9:00 PM

9:00 PM

PINK FLOYD’S
Dark side of the moon

LASER GENESIS

(Incredible Hits!)

(Groundbreaking!)

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Set out to uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with
a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day
jet plane.

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
JULY 21

JULY 28
8:00 PM

8:00 PM
LASER metallica

(hard hitting heavy METAL!)

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show
rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.

LASER ROCK

(Head Banging Hits!)

9:00 PM

9:00 PM

laser zeppelin

PINK FLOYD’S

(greatest Hits!)

The wall

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Open your
hearts to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Magic Tree House: Space Mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes

Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a fun-filled journey to discover the secrets of the
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information
skills-learning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree
House fans of all ages.

(classic!)

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at
2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.
For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us
No advanced ticket sales…Box Office opens at 7:30 PM for all late night shows!
TICKETS ARE $5 PER PERSON PER SHOW!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

FREE PARKING
AND ADMISSION

410 WILLIAMS BOULEVARD
ACROSS FROMEXHIBITION HALL

OPEN EVERY
SATURDAY
from 8AM - 1PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies,
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!
To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket

Farmers Market_1-4 Page_0517.indd 1

4/29/17 4:02 PM

show schedule subject to change
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Recipe Corner

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

STICKY DRUMMETTES
By foodieforone.com

These sweet and spicy chicken drummettes
are a July the Fourth summertime treat! And the preparation level is easy!
INGREDIENTS
2-3 lbs. chicken drummettes; 1 tablespoon corn starch
BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

DIRECTIONS
Whisk all ingredients together for the marinade. Put 2 to 3 pounds chicken drummettes in a
gallon plastic bag. Pour marinade over drummettes in the bag. Remove the air and seal tight.
Massage the drummettes and the marinade a minute before placing in the fridge for 3 hours.
When ready to cook, preheat the oven to 450 degrees. Layer a sheet pan with foil and spray the
foil with non-stick spray. Line the marinated wings on the sheet pan.
Sprinkle with salt and bake the drummettes for 30 to 35 minutes.
Meanwhile, put the marinade into a small saucepan. Whisk 1 tablespoon cornstarch and bring to
a boil over medium heat to kill any bacteria. Reduce the heat to a low boil and cook until thick,
about 5 minutes. Cool for 10 minutes.
Brush the cooked marinade over the drummettes or pour into a bowl for dipping.
Arrange drummettes on a platter, sprinkle with chopped fresh cilantro and green onions and
enjoy!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

MARINADE INGREDIENTS
2 tablespoons chili powder; 1 teaspoon red pepper flakes; 2 garlic pods; 3/4 cup pineapple juice
1/3 cup soy sauce; 1/4 cup sweet Marsala wine; 1/4 cup brown sugar; 2 tablespoons sesame oil

10/25/13 9:18 PM

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including
movement screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis.
You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Afternoon evening yoga and ﬁtness classes
> Early morning & after work appointments available
purefitnessnola

mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt

trainerlovitt

MATT LOVITT
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005
504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com

Group Sessions & One-On-One
Full Evaluation Private Training
Experience, Results, Convenience & Patience
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Uber and Lyft will continue to operate in Kenner
By Allan Katz
It took several
tries and negotiations before the Kenner City Council
could enact an ordinance to everyone’s satisfaction governing the
operations of Uber and Lyft in Kenner, but they did
swiftly address the issue.
In the first try on June 1, 2017, the city council passed a vehicle for hire ordinance that would
regulate ride-hailing companies like Uber and Lyft.
But Uber and Lyft objected to the language of the
ordinance. Uber and Lyft even said unless the ordinance was rescinded, they would no longer operate either in the city of Kenner or at the airport.
Certainly not wanting that outcome, within
a day after hearing reactions, Kenner Mayor Ben
Zahn called a special meeting for June 5 of the
Kenner City Council and asked them to revisit the
issue and come up with a resolution that all parties would be agreeable to. Legislation was drawn
up but due to the fact two council members were

unable to attend the special meeting, the council
waited until its next regular meeting on June 15,
after hearing speakers from all parties involved,
to approve a second ordinance that finally passed
muster that all could live with.
What is behind all of this is the rise of ridehailing companies like Uber and Lyft that compete
with traditional taxi companies for riders. Instead
of calling a taxi company or flagging down a cab,
Uber and Lyft customers simply tap a mobile application on a smartphone and their ride arrives
in a few minutes. The new-economy Uber and Lyft
companies have found a market in Kenner and
especially at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.
The problem emerged when the Kenner City
Council decided that they ought to be able to regulate the new-economy companies in the same way
that city regulates the taxi companies. “But, guess
what?” says Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael
Sigur. “Uber and Lyft don’t want to be regulated.”
Most agreed the tourist-based economy of

the region would be upended if Uber and Lyft no
longer picked up passengers at the airport or delivered passengers to the airport.
As it turns out, this argument is not unique
to the metro New Orleans area. A similar battle
is going on in Austin, Texas where efforts by local
government to regulate Uber and Lyft has led to
similar responses by the ride-hailing services to no
longer serve the Austin airport. In other localities,
cities, county governments and state governments
are considering levying taxes on Uber and Lyft to
make up for tax dollars once collected from traditional taxi companies that no longer have the business they used to enjoy.
In the end, the argument in Kenner was
quickly resolved when the Kenner City Council
changed its legislation including dropping the requirement for Uber to charge $15 for more than
two passengers being picked up at the airport. For
the moment, everyone is relatively happy except
for the taxi drivers that justifiably feel they are
being pushed out of the marketplace by the new

contenders. However, Councilman Sigur says the
Kenner City Council has vowed to the taxi drivers
to make it a level playing field for all, and very soon.
This battle could possibly flare up again, but
I think Uber and Lyft are here to stay and have
found a niche in the marketplace that consumers
have wholeheartedly embraced.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, who acted swiftly
and joined with the Kenner City Council in resolving the issue, had the last word about the current
controversy, “We see that we are moving in the
right direction. We are showing the residents of
Kenner that we are business-friendly.”
Congratulations to Mayor Zahn and the Kenner City Council for reacting in such a fast, positive
fashion to address the needs of residents and businesses in the city.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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Steve Scalise represents best of Congress
By Jeff Crouere
On Wednesday
June 14, 2017, while
practicing for a congressional baseball
game in Virginia
with his Republican colleagues, U.S. House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA) was shot in the hip,
along with two Capitol Police officers, a congressional staffer and a lobbyist who was a volunteer
coach.
The injury was life threatening and the Congressman was listed in “critical” condition for several days. After multiple surgeries and excellent
medical care, his condition was upgraded and,
within a week, Scalise was texting and conversing
with friends.
The gunman was a deranged liberal activist
on a mission to kill Republicans. Fortunately, Scalise was protected by two gun-toting Capitol Police
officers. These brave law enforcement officials
engaged the gunman for ten minutes, eventually
subduing him and eliminating the threat. While
five innocent people were wounded and several
of them, such as Scalise, had serious injuries, the
carnage would have been much worse if not for the
armed officers.
U.S. Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) was at the
baseball practice and praised the “incredibly
brave” response of the Capitol Police who “probably saved the lives of everybody there.” According
to Paul, “had they not been there, it would have
been a massacre.”
In a speech to his congressional colleagues,
U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) expressed
his outrage at the shooting and said that “an attack
on one of us is an attack on all of us.” He said he
was “awed” at the “bravery” of the Capitol Police
and said that without their heroic actions “many
lives would have been lost.”
After the incident, President Donald Trump

called Congressman Scalise a “patriot and a
fighter,” who will “recover from this assault.” He
is certainly right, Steve Scalise is most certainly a
fighter and he will fight back from this incident to
serve his constituents and his country with honor.
He is also a politician who has his priorities in the
right place. As a loving husband and father, he always puts his family first.
I have had the pleasure of meeting Steve
Scalise at numerous political forums in the fall of
1995. At the time, both of us were candidates for
Louisiana State Representative. He was running
to represent Jefferson Parish and I was running
to represent Orleans Parish. Unfortunately, I lost
my election to a seasoned politician named Mitch
Landrieu; however, fortunately for the state of
Louisiana, Steve Scalise won his election as a state
legislator. It was the start of an amazing political
career that is nowhere near over.
From that early start as a legislative candidate, it was obvious to see Steve Scalise was destined for higher office. Steve has tremendous energy and boundless enthusiasm for politics. He is
one of the best campaigners in the storied history
of Louisiana politics and has a great and genuine
ability to connect with voters.
After serving for 12 years in the Louisiana
State House and Senate, Scalise was elected to
Congress in 2008 to represent the 1st District of
Louisiana. It did not take him long to make an incredible impact. Within a few years, he was selected to be chair of the Republican Study Committee,
the conservative House caucus. Soon thereafter, in
2014, just six years after being elected to Congress,
Scalise was elected to the third highest ranking
position, House Majority Whip.
It is quite impressive that Scalise won such
a post after having been in Congress for just six
years. Normally, it takes many years of building
seniority to move up the leadership ranks in Con-

gress, but Scalise is an especially gifted individual
with incredible personal skills. The Whip is a very
likable person who makes friendships with all
types of politicians. To know Steve Scalise is to like
Steve Scalise.
There is no doubt that this extraordinary
public servant will soon be back doing his job,
working the halls of Congress debating the issues
and collaborating with his colleagues. He will also
continue to focus on representing his district and
delivering vital services for his constituents.
Next year, let’s hope that Americans will see
Congressman Scalise participating in the congressional baseball game once again. He enjoys this
event for the good-natured competition with his
political counterparts, the Democrats. Throughout
his career, Scalise has maintained good friendships across the political spectrum and, in this age
of divisive partisanship, it is gratifying to know that
those sorts of relationships still exist.
The residents of the 1st Congressional District of Louisiana are lucky to have Majority Whip
Steve Scalise representing them in Congress. Let’s
all of us in the district and throughout the state
of Louisiana keep the Congressman Scalise and
the other innocent victims of this tragedy in our
thoughts and prayers and wish them a complete
and speedy recovery.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his award winning program, “Ringside Politics”
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays
on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.
com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author
of “America’s Last Chance” and provides regular
commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Government

Clerk of court’s office adds morning court sessions, working on new system to
collect outstanding fines and fees
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
A new schedule
designed to increase
efficiency and offer
greater flexibility to those scheduled to appear in
Kenner City Court will go into effect on August 1, 2017.
On that date, a morning session will be added to
the existing afternoon court schedule. The new schedule will be in effect Tuesdays through Fridays.
The new morning session will run from 9:00 a.m.
to 11: a.m. Currently, the afternoon sessions begin at
12:45 p.m. or 1:15 p.m.
The new morning court session will benefit
those who find it difficult to make the afternoon starting time. Under the current system, a member of the
public who has to take some time off of work to make

a court date has a better chance of missing only a few
hours instead of a full day of work.
Also, by adding more court sessions, we will be
able to complete cases more quickly. That’s a win-win
for the public and for us. Statistics show that more
cases than ever involve “next actions” – often hearings
or trials that are necessary after an initial appearance.
Adding morning sessions increases the options available for future court dates. That means we get cases
completed and off the docket much more quickly.
In addition, the city is ready to finalize an agreement with a private contractor to try to collect the $8
million in outstanding fines and fees owed to the city
in about 25,000 outstanding cases.
Working with an outside collection agency of-

fers us a real chance to collect some of the $8 million
owed to us in old court cases. Kenner Chief Prosecutor Steve Petit now handles the collection process and
will work closely with the new collection company.
AMS Services is a large corporation with the resources to take on this task. The company works for a
number of agencies in Texas and in Hammond, where
we traveled to take a closer look at the services they
offer.
AMS has an FCC-compliant operation and offers
the service free of charge. They boast an impressive
70 percent success rate in the first five years in every
municipality where the company has been brought
on. There is no cost to taxpayers for this collection
service. AMS makes it money by charging 30 percent

above whatever a defendant owes.
We would control every element of their operation, from the specific cases they can pursue to having
access to the software their workers are using in real
time to determine how they are progressing. We would
purchase the specific software they use, but AMS officials say the revenue collected in just a month or two
would pay for that cost.
This is a great way to bring in money owed to the
city, and I commend Kenner Clerk of Court Director
Adam Campo and his staff for researching this opportunity for the city.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Citizens can keep informed by signing up to social media
The city of Kenner’s Public Information Office continually updates the city’s official webpage,
www.kenner.la.us, Twitter page @cityofKenner
and Facebook page, officialcityofkennergovernment, with pertinent information on what is happening in the city. During severe weather events
such as the tropical weather system that occurred

in June, Kenner residents can view updated information regarding the immediate weather situation and how it is affecting the city and its residents.
The Kenner Police Department Mobile App
continually provides updates on Kenner-related
traffic, road conditions, lane closures and crime.

Citizens can download this app for free using their
Apple or Android device.
Jefferson Parish operates an electronic community alert system to notify citizens via smart
phone, cell phone or email in the event of an emergency, such as an approaching hurricane or severe
weather event. Residents of Kenner are urged to

sign up for JPAlert via computer by going to the
Jefferson Parish website at www.jeffparish.net
and clicking on “Departments,” “Emergency Management” and then the “Emergency Management
System” tab on the left side.

Numerous District 5 improvements bring a better quality of life for our residents
By Dominick F. Impastato, III – Kenner District 5 Councilman
Kenner District
5 is in the midst of
one of the largest economic development,
recreation
renovations and infrastructure improvements in the city’s
history. Whether it is new construction and opening
of new businesses, to the re-development of parks or
the completion of levee and drainage projects, Kenner’s District 5 has certainly been the site of major
improvements in this past year.
In March 2017, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and I
welcomed Inspired Living into the community during their grand opening on Loyola Drive. This retire-

ment facility provides one of the most impressive
landscapes in the city, with such amenities as a pool,
poolside bar, putting greens, a dog park and many
other exciting amenities for citizens in our area. This
$30 million-plus facility is expected to become an
economic driver within the district.
Within the same week, the district saw the
culmination of more than a year of negotiating, planning and work as Lake Pines Hospital held its grand
opening within the plot of St. Theresa’s Acute Care
Facility on Loyola Drive. Lake Pines is a multi-million
dollar construction project developing a building on
Loyola Drive that had been vacant for more than a
decade. This premier acute care mental health facil-

FRIDAY, JULY 14 &
SATURDAY, JULY 15

20% OFF

ALL PRODUCTS

10% OFF

GIFT CERTIFICATES

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

ity brings high-paying jobs in the medical industry
directly to Kenner.
In June 2017 the Kenner City Council approved construction of a Waffle House on a tract on
West Esplanade Avenue across from Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Community meetings were held
over several months, input was received and a plan
for the development was adopted that addressed any
concerns raised. Community support for the building
of the facility was overwhelmingly positive for this
development, located on a previously-vacant tract on
West Esplanade Avenue near Loyola Drive.
As for recreation, each of the three parks in
District 5 has seen their largest renovation and redevelopment since their inceptions. Perhaps most
exciting is the addition of a sprawling skate park at
Wentwood Playground. Since its opening last month,
the skate park has hosted hundreds of young children in a safe, controlled environment enjoying a fun,
energetic, recreational activity. Kenner City Park will
soon complete doubling the length of its walking
track. We are also improving lighting on the track
and developing the pavilion area behind the building. Kenner City Park will also enjoy the opening of a
dog park in the fall of this year on the southern-most
end of the park. This will be a venue for dog owners
in the city to gather, socialize and enjoy the comforts
of our community.
This summer residents will also see construction beginning for two schools along Loyola Drive and
Sal Lentini Parkway. Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy is applying for permits to construct a
temporary school at the corner of Loyola and Vintage
drives, which will house part of the school until the
permanent facility can finally be constructed. Con-

struction of the temporary facility is expected to be
completed by August 2017. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
School also is in the process of constructing its new
campus, which is to be located immediately behind
Divine Mercy Catholic Church. This will relocate the
school campus from its original site to join with the
church on Sal Lentini Parkway. There are no plans at
this point for the development of the former school
site in Seton Parc. Should the current school site be
re-developed or sold, the uses will be limited to residential uses, such as single family dwelling, another
school or a church.
Finally, the next phase of drainage improvements in University City is essentially complete. The
drainage improvements in University City were set
in three stages. Phase I in the Audubon area along
Loyola and East Loyola drives began shortly after I
took office in 2014 and is complete. Phase II was recently completed in the area of Millsaps Place near
West Louisiana State Drive. These drainage projects
were paid for with state funds obtained in large part
due to the work of previous Kenner Public Works Director Jose Gonzales and also with matching funds
provided by the city of Kenner.
We’re bringing a great deal of progress, fueled
by fresh ideas, to our district and the outcome will be
a greater quality of life for all of our residents, businesses and guests.
Kenner District 5 Dominick Impastato, III’s
office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in
Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman
Impastato can be reached at 468-7250 or by email
at district5@kenner.la.us.
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Police
Personal protection primer

Pain Management
Treatments Get
You Back to
Doing What
You Love

By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Nearly half the murders committed in
the United States are
committed by people
who are acquainted
with or related to their victims. It’s also estimated
that about a third of the murders reported are the
result of arguments. That’s why one must strive to
maintain healthy relationships with those around
us.
In addition to quarrels, murder is often related to
other crime such as robberies, illegal drug dealing
and one’s lifestyle. Many are the result of accidents
that could have easily been prevented. Your life is
most precious. Help preserve it by practicing the
following recommendations.
• Avoid confrontations with co-workers, relatives
and friends. Have a third party settle disputes.
• Many fatal accidents in the home involve children.
Keep firearms and ammunition locked up separately. Also, store knives high enough so children
can’t reach them.
• When hunting, know where your buddies are positioned at all times.
• Don’t tolerate violence in your home. Keep your
children away from kids involved in drugs or other
illegal activities.
• If raped by someone with a weapon, don’t resist unless he drops the weapon or unless you are certain
he will kill you.
• Notify the Kenner Police Department if you are
stalked. If you know your stalker, have a restrain-

ing order placed against him or her.
• Be alert to chaotic situations. If you hear gunfire,
drop to the ground and remain low. Put barriers
between yourself and the disturbance.
• Never resist or argue with a robber. Give him what
he wants. If you don’t, he may become angry and
violent.
• Seek counseling or consider moving out if your
spouse is abusive.
• Scared burglars can become murderers. If you find
a thief in your house, get out of his way. Let him
escape and call the Kenner Police Department.
• If you are being beaten, curl into a ball on the floor.
Protect your head with your arms and keep knees
tucked to your stomach to safeguard vital organs.
• Don’t give or take rides from strangers. You never
know who you’re dealing with.
• Don’t leave nightclubs with anyone unless you
know and trust that person.
• If you see someone being accosted, call the Kenner
Police Department. Help out only if you are not in
danger.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.
You can also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple and Android
devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest
updated crime, traffic and other law enforcementrelated information.

KPD women’s self-defense course taking
place in July
The Kenner Police Department will hold
the next women’s self-defense course on the evenings of July 24, 25 and 26, 2017, from 6:00 p.m.
until 10:00 p.m. The program teaches women
self-defense techniques and how to execute them
properly if they are ever confronted by an attacker.
The course is free and open to all females
13 years and older. Participants may take the
course as many times as desired to learn the latest self-defense and safety techniques. The course
is taught by certified police officers who conduct
group discussions and demonstrations on the topics of definitions of types of sexual assaults, lawful means of self-defense, abduction, self-defense

techniques and risk awareness, recognition, reduction and avoidance.
Participants will also have the opportunity, if
they so choose, to practice self-defense techniques
with a certified instructor. In order to sign up, participants must agree to be present all three days
of class.
For more information and to fill out an application, visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com click the women’s
self-defense link. Contact the KPD Community Relations Division at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com
or 712-2294 for any additional questions.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, our medical
experts understand the vital role pain management plays
in the healing process while living with illness or injury.
With today’s treatments, most pain – regardless of type
and amount – can be controlled.
Our specialized team treats a broad range of
pain, including:
Low back pain
from injury

•

Back pain after surgery

•

Herniated discs

•

Neck pain from injury

•

Chronic headaches

•

Sports-related injury

•

Arthritis

•

Cancer-related injury

•

Fibromyalgia

•

Work-related injury

•

And more

•

Visit ochsner.org/appointments or
call 504-464-8588 to schedule an
appointment with one of our specialists.
200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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Code sweep
G on Martinique Avenue uncovers 95 violations

SATURDAY, JULY 8
WESTMINSTER TOWER
2401 Idaho Avenue • Kenner
Furniture, Clothes, Jewelry,
Books, Kitchen & Housewares, Collectables

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Garage Sale

Inspectors with the Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement
Department found 95 code violations during a recent sweep of the 3500
and 3600 blocks of Martinique Avenue, Kenner officials said.
Property owners will be notified and summons will be issued to
enforce compliance of the violations, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said.
The violations include two abandoned refrigerators, 12 abandoned vehicles, three addresses required, 14 building maintenances
required, 12 fascia or soffit repairs needed, seven fence repairs needed,
four incidences of high grass, eight garbage cans needed, 15 cases of
litter and debris, 13 unsafe electrical conditions and five incidences of

vermin or rodent proofing needed.
“On May 31, 2017 a code sweep of Martinique from Driftwood
Boulevard to West Esplanade Avenue was conducted,” Zahn said. “This
area has continued to be a detriment to the Driftwood neighborhood
due to its consistent code violations. Frequent code sweeps on streets
in our city that continue to defy our codes will be conducted often by
my administration. We will continue to have a no-tolerance approach
to repeat offenders and rid our city of blight. Driftwood Subdivision
deserves property owners who follow the code as they do.”

Kenner Inspectors find 79 violations in Lincoln Manor code
sweep
in their neighborhood.
The violations included 12 abandoned vehicles, one building perOn June 7, 2017, inspectors from the Kenner Inspections and
Code Enforcement Department uncovered 79 violations during a code
sweep in the Lincoln Manor subdivision, Kenner officials said.
The sweep was planned following a meeting last week with residents of the subdivision who expressed concern about several problems

mit required, 18 building premise maintenance issues,12 fascia or soffit
issues, three fence repairs required, eight high grass incidences, five
litter or debris cases, one stagnant water or mosquito breeding issue,
three repairs or demolition needed, nine unsafe electrical conditions,
one unsafe mechanical conditions and five rodent proofing.

Inspectors find 106 violations during code sweep
A Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement Department code
sweep of three blocks of both 42nd and Newport streets in north Kenner
uncovered 106 violations, Kenner officials said.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn ordered the June 14, 2017 sweep of the
general area where a two-alarm fire seriously damaged a 12-unit complex
in the 1700 block of 42nd Street last week. The area includes mostly multifamily structures.
The violations discovered by inspectors included 13 abandoned vehicles, two building permits required, 15 building premise maintenance
violations, 12 fascia/soffit issues, nine fences needing repair, two incidences of high grass, four addresses needed, 11 cases of litter or debris, one
case of stagnant water, one repair or demolition needed, 24 unsafe electrical conditions, five unsafe mechanical conditions, two windows, doors or
screens needed and five cases of vermin or rodent proofing.
“We heard from a number of people in the neighborhood following
the fire,” Zahn said. “We will continue to react to complaints from residents to make it clear to property owners that we will not tolerate anyone
who is not following city codes. Some of these living conditions are deplorable and unacceptable, but it will take time to rid them all from our city as

we continue the fight on blight.”
Shortly after the sweep was completed, inspectors were called to
the 2600 block of Jasper Street in Kenner regarding complaints related
to code violations. Police assistance was needed to restrain a property
owner who threatened a code inspector. Inspectors discovered a major
mechanical business located in the residential neighborhood and issued
14 summons.
Violations were issued for two abandoned vehicles, one case of
boarding needed, one fence needing repair, three cases of high grass, five
incidences of litter or debris and two cases of major mechanical business
zoning violations.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll, who represents the
Jasper Street area, commended the work of code inspectors and urged
residents to continue to let city officials know when there are any code
issues in their neighborhood.
“I would like to assure the property owners, business owners as well
as landlords and tenants that we will continue to ensure the safety and
quality of life for all of our District 1 residents, business owners and visitors,” said Carroll.

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?
Call us to advertise!
468- 9125
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Kenner “mayor for the day”
Kate Barrilleaux, a third-grader at Airline
Park Academy for Advanced Studies, won the opportunity to be Kenner “mayor for the day” at the
school’s annual gala.
On the morning of June 14, 2017, Barrilleaux
received a tour of Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s office,
attended a city council agenda meeting with the
mayor and Kenner city department heads and
visited the city council offices. Mayor Zahn then

took her on a tour of the city’s inspections and
code enforcement department and she visited the
city’s clerk of court’s office where she learned how
these departments operate and help the residents
of Kenner. After lunch Barrilleaux toured the Kenner Police Department Complex.
Barrilleaux, eight-years-old, is the daughter
of John and Karen Barrilleaux.

• Forever Pricing
• Innovative Technology
• Compassionate Care
Call to schedule a tour of our state-of-the-art community!

504-265-1546
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

COMMUNITY EVENT
The City of Kenner
Department of
Community
Development

Community
2017 Uncle Sam Jam band lineup and
fireworks announced for July 3
A fun-filled festival line-up is in store for Jefferson Parish’s 24th annual Uncle Sam Jam to be held
on Monday, July 3, 2017. According to the Patrons
of Lafreniere Park and Jefferson Parish District 4
Councilman Jack Rizzuto, this year’s celebration
will be the best one yet. “This year we are adding
a variety of music bands that the whole family will
enjoy. The Uncle Sam Jam is truly a must see event,”
said Rizzuto. “The festival promises to be the best
family friendly 4th of July celebration in Jefferson
Parish filled with music, food and plenty to do for
the entire family.”
On June 12, 2017, Councilman Rizzuto revealed the bands that will be performing at this
year’s Uncle Sam Jam.
Christian Serpas and Ghost Town will play
from 4:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. with Ray Boudreaux
(Contestant on the Voice) entertaining from 5:50
until 6:50 p.m. From 7:10 p.m. until 8:10 p.m. the

will host a Job Fair
at the Martin Luther King
Community Resource Center
at 1042 31st. Street in Kenner.
There will be representatives from Target,
Goodwill and others on hand to answer
questions, explain the hiring
process and help with applications.

SAVE THE DATE
Mixed Nuts will perform followed by Marc Broussard
at 8:15 p.m. until 9:15 p.m. The Drifters featuring
Rick Sheppard will play from 9:35 p.m. until 11:00
p.m.
The festival will be held at the Al Copeland
Concert and Meadow Stage in Lafreniere Park in
Metairie. The event is free and open to the public. A
firework display will take place around 9:00 pm.

JULY 25, 2017
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

All Kenner residents are encouraged to attend this
FREE 2 Hour Job Fair.
For more information, please contact Rose Behan
at the MLK Community Resource Center at 466-0697.
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Bell’s palsy – What you need to know

Lost Your CooL?
By Craig Goodwin

Bell’s palsy, also
known as facial palsy,
is often mistaken for
a less severe stroke
due to the symptom of paralysis that causes severe
weakness of the facial muscles and swelling of the
facial nerve. Naturally, the onset of Bell’s palsy is
discovered first thing in the morning upon rising,
with drooping on one side of the face and loss of
control to the affecting facial nerve
Doctors look to rule out evidence for any
symptoms indicative of an alternative cause, onset
from a tumor, Lyme disease or stroke. Only then
can an accurate diagnosis for Bell’s palsy be certain, where all nerves remain unaffected apart
from those controlling the facial muscles.

It’s important to note that although it is rare
for Bell’s palsy to develop, the most at risk are
those with diabetes, upper respiratory diseases
and even woman in their third trimester of pregnancy. Experts also believe viruses like the herpes
virus, chickenpox, shingles, cold sores, the Epstein-Barr, and influenza B can put those affected
at higher risk for developing facial palsy.
When the facial nerves are affected, corresponding functions including blinking, smiling,
salivation, lacrimation (production of tears) and
hearing can experience severe distress. Common
symptoms are known to follow – sudden paralysis/
weakness in one side of the face with or without a
change in saliva production, drooling from one side
of the mouth, sensitivity to sound and difficulty or

Lost Your CooL?
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failure to close the eyelid. Affected eye muscles
must be closely monitored for any changes in tear
production and irritation to the eye. Prescription
eye ointment and tear-producing drops prevent
against likely infection and over-drying of the eye,
all possible of leading to severe damage.
Those who experience Bell’s palsy typically
make a full recovery within nine months of its
onset. Anti-inflammatory steroids help reduce
swelling of the nerve allowing it a speedier recovery. Physical therapy is used to maintain muscular
tone in the facial region through the use of a specific type of electrical stimulation for point stimulation to the facial muscular areas. More serious
cases will require Botox or plastic surgery.
Those who experience nerve paralysis from
either stroke or Bell’s palsy are apt to feel severe
distress with the inability to control areas of the
face. Keeping good health and hygiene in constant

check will help prevent unusual occurrences from
developing beyond your control. Bell’s palsy, although a non-threatening condition, can easily be
managed with physical therapy and a home intervention program.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and
at two other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be
contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com
or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Automotive
Windshield wipers should be
replaced twice a year
By Scott Zimmerman
Let’s talk about
windshield
wiper
blades. Wiper blades may seem like a pretty mundane topic, but think about how important your
own vision is to you. We protect our own eyes. If
we need contacts or glasses, we take care of them,
too. And, well, wiper blades are critical and just
as important to our vision when we drive around.
We really ought to think about wipers as part
of an important safety system. We should think
about maintaining safety – not just responding
when our wiper blades fail. How many times have
you been caught off-guard by the first storm of the
season with a streaky windshield you can barely
see out of? Or caught with no washer fluid?
Wiper blades live outside the vehicle and
are exposed to heat and sun in the summer and
cold in the winter. It’s no wonder that they get dry,
brittle and torn and become ineffective.
We recommend changing wiper blades twice
a year – before they’re so damaged that they don’t
work. If you replace them at the same time as one
of your spring and fall oil changes, you will always
have wiper blades that can get the job done.
Some of us live in areas with more extreme
weather and temperature conditions. You might
just live somewhere where it rains more so your

blades wear out faster or you travel a lot and use
your wipers to clean bugs and road grime.
If it’s the case you travel often, consider a
premium grade wiper. There are special wiper
material compounds, blade designs and wiper
arms that really improve your vision in adverse
conditions. There are even special winter blades
that don’t get all clogged up with ice in the event
of a cold snap.
We can also apply a special windshield treatment that repels rain, sleet and in the rare case,
snow, as you drive. The increased visibility can
improve your driving response time.
When it comes to wiper blades, it’s important to think of maintaining this safety component by replacing your blades before they fail.
That’ll keep you seeing clearly in all conditions
and keep you safe.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through
Friday and 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. on Saturday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.
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Sleep disorders common and undiagnosed
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Many people
have never heard of
sleep disorders. It is
estimated that over
20 million adults in the U.S. alone suffer from obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) and roughly 80 percent
of those afflicted go untreated. The truth is that
sleep disorders today are very common, can be serious and 95 percent are underdiagnosed. Continuous
research has shown that having less than six hours
of sleep each night, irregular sleep schedules or
poor sleep is associated with many health risks.
Obstructive sleep apnea is the most common
form of sleep apnea. Apnea literally translates as
“cessation of breathing” which means that during
sleep your breathing stops periodically during the
night for a few seconds. These lapses in breathing
can occur for up to ten seconds or more and can
happen up to hundreds of times a night in severe
cases. When this happens, you may snore loudly or
making choking noises as you try to breathe. Your
brain and body become oxygen-deprived and you
may wake up during the night. When you wake up
in the morning you feel tired or unrefreshed even
though you just had a full night of sleep. During the
day you can feel fatigued, have difficulty concentrating or may even fall asleep unintentionally. This is
all because your body is waking up numerous times
throughout the night even though you might not be
conscious of each awakening.
Who is at risk? Anyone can have sleep apnea
regardless of gender, age or body type. Sleep apnea
increases the risk for hypertension, heart attack,
stroke or even sudden death.
Listed below are some common symptoms to
look for to know when should you contact a doctor
or sleep specialist about obstructive sleep apnea.
• If your snoring is loud enough that it disturbs where
your bed partners sleep during the night.
• If you often wake from sleep because of shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing comfortably.
• If you have regular intermittent pauses in your
breathing during sleep.
• If you have chronic morning headaches.
• If you feel excessively sleeping during the day or
often fall asleep at inappropriate times.
Be prepared for your OSA doctor’s appointment

Once you schedule an appointment with a
sleep specialist, you should begin keeping a “sleep
journal” for about two weeks prior to your visit. In
that journal, you should document your nightly
sleeping habits and behaviors and write down
things like: what time you went to bed, what time
you woke up, how often you woke up in the middle of
the night, how rested and alert you felt the following
day or how sleepy you felt the next day.
You may want to ask your bed partner for input regarding your sleeping habits as they may have
noticed some nocturnal activities that you may not
have been aware of.
If you’re aware of any family history of OSA,
make sure to mention it to your doctor as OSA can
be hereditary.
Try to remember and figure out when your
symptoms began. Did your symptoms increase or
begin as you aged? Did your symptoms increase as
you gained weight or stopped exercising?
Three simple ways of diagnosing obstructive
sleep apnea syndrome
Physical examination. Your doctor may administer a simple check of your mouth, throat and
neck to determine if you have OSA. The doctor is
looking for abnormalities or excessive fatty tissue of
the uvula and tongue and also for large tonsils and
adenoids especially in children.
Polysomnography (PSG). If your doctor believes you may have moderate to severe obstructive
sleep apnea, he will probably refer you to have a
sleep study done. You will spend the night at a sleep
clinic where you will be hooked up to a diagnostic
machine that measures and records your heart, lung
and brain activity, breathing patterns, arm and leg
movements, body positions and blood oxygen levels
while you sleep. These tests are painless and noninvasive and generally take six hours to complete.
Home sleep apnea test (HSAT). This option is
available for you to sleep in the comfort of your own
bed while undergoing the evaluation. While not as
in-depth of a study as a PSG, and HSAT monitors
airflow, respiratory effort, breathing patterns, blood
oxygen level and even body movements.
Methods of treatment of obstructive sleep
apnea
• Lifestyle modifications including diet and exercise,
cutting back on alcohol, quitting smoking, sleeping

on your side.
• Common positive airway pressure (PAP).
• Oral appliances.
• Surgeries for obstructive sleep apnea
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana
native is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist
who received his undergraduate degree at LSUShreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC
in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine
at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical

director at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO),
located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, the
first of its kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children
and adults with any of sleep-related conditions.
Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medicine
by the American Board of Family Medicine and
currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine
in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an
appointment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or
visit the websites, www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Time to Stop Waking Up
Ready for A Nap!
NOW OPEN!

Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
SCONO HAS ONE FOCUS:
How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life.
We want to improve your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep medicine.”

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

4th of July Fireworks
9 p.m. on Tuesday, July 4th

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

SCONO’S STATE-OF-THE-ART
SLEEP CENTER PROVIDES
• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia

Visit us online or
call today for an evaluation

Sleep better ..... Live better

Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or
WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

405-5582
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Keeping your children safe around fireworks
By Monica Williams, M.D.
With the Independence Day holiday
this month, fireworks
may seem like a fun
way for your family to celebrate our nation’s birthday.
Yet every year, fireworks send thousands of people to
local emergency rooms, with many of them being children. In fact, the 4th of July and the days surrounding
the holiday are often some of the busiest days of the
year for emergency departments, eye surgeons and
others who treat victims of accidental trauma.
Fireworks can be especially dangerous for small
children. According to the National Fire Protection
Association, more than one-third of the people seen in

emergency rooms for fireworks injuries in 2013 were
under 15 and nine percent were under five. A commonly treated firework related injury is burns from
sparklers. While most adults view sparklers as the
most harmless of fireworks, in reality these sticks of
fire can burn as hot as 1,800 degrees.
Bottle rocket fireworks are particularly dangerous because they fly erratically, often causing
bystander injuries. Additionally, the bottles and cans
used to launch bottle rockets may explode, showering fragments of glass and metal in the direction of
bystanders.
The best advice for anyone wanting to include
fireworks as part of their holiday celebration is to

enjoy them at a community display handled by pyrotechnic professionals, not in your backyard. Additional home fireworks safety tips include never letting
children play with exploding fireworks and rockets
of any kind, and closely supervising children playing
with sparklers.
When viewing public fireworks displays, remember to keep a distance of at least 500 feet away or up
to a quarter of a mile from where they are being set off.
Respect the safety barriers set up to allow pyrotechnical professionals to do their jobs safely and leave the
lighting of fireworks to trained experts. If you find unexploded fireworks, don’t touch them. Contact your
local fire or police department.
Fireworks injuries can be potentially devastating, yet they are preventable. Make it a safe Indepen-

dence Day for everyone by enjoying fireworks set up
by professionals.
Dr. Monica Williams, a family medicine doctor at Ochsner Health Center-Destrehan, earned a
doctor of medicine degree from Meharry Medical
College located in Nashville, TN, and then completed
a family medicine residency at the University of
Texas-Houston. Dr. Williams practiced in Houston,
TX offering primary care services to all ages at a
community health center and in private practice. Dr.
Williams’ medical expertise is in disease prevention
and adolescent health. For appointments call 866624-7637. Dr. Williams office is located in the Plantation View Medical Offices at 13100 River Road in
Destrehan.

Law
Pros and cons of lawsuit settlement loans
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
You may have
seen the ads promising financial relief for
people with a pending
lawsuit, claim or settlement. If you are someone who
has been hurt in a car accident, unable to work and
watching bills pile up while waiting months or years
for your day in court or a settlement, these ads may

catch your attention. A personal injury lawsuit loan
can provide financial relief while your case is pending. Although called a “loan,” it is not a loan in the
traditional sense, but more of a cash advance against
your future settlement or judgment proceeds. These
loans are sometimes advertised as lawsuit cash advances, non-recourse financial assistance, pre-settlement loans or pre-settlement funding. While they can

Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO
Mental health is an essential part
of children’s overall health and is
positively linked with their ability to
succeed in school, at work and in
society. Both physical and mental
health affect how we think, feel and
act on the inside and outside.
For children and teens, summertime
is associated with positive emotions
and freedom from school. However,
summer can also be a time
when certain mental health issues need even more attention than usual. The potential
unstructured nature of the summer can feed into any underlying anxiety and depression
present in kids.

HERE ARE SOME TIPS THAT WILL GIVE YOU IDEAS
TO HELP YOUR KIDS GET OUTSIDE AND ENJOY THE SUMMER:
1. Remember to try to limit the amount of time your kids are online, watching TV or playing video
games.
2. Be sure they’re active, getting plenty of sleep and exercising.
3. Try to maintain the school year’s daily schedule, right down to meal times and bedtime, as
much as possible.
4. Try to schedule as many activities as possible, as early as possible, and keep your kids posted.

Have a Happy and Safe Summer!
Assurance Care Provider, LLC • Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:
Medical Assistant-Work during clinic part-time, can become full time evening hours.
Mental Health Professional(MSW Degree)-field work with a caseload.
LCSWs, MSWs & Social Workers ★ NEEDED ASAP
Please email resume or call the office.

Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

be a valuable service for some, they can come with
high cost and should only be used as a last resort. I repeat, these loans should only be used as a last resort,
when all other avenues of financial assistance have
been exhausted.
One of the requirements of getting a lawsuit
loan is your attorney’s agreement to cooperate with
the loan company and share details about your
case with them. Since the loan company will have
a financial interest in your case, they will want to
review your file and discuss the specifics with your
attorney. Most attorneys will strongly dissuade their
clients from getting a lawsuit loan because disclosing
specifics about your case (breaking attorney-client
privilege), even with your consent, is not a good idea.
Once an attorney hands over information about you
and your case, he loses control over where that information may wind up. An attorney’s reluctance to
a lawsuit loan is based on the attorney’s legal duty to
act as your fiduciary; a duty to protect the client at all
times and in all matters related to the case.
The only collateral for the loan is your case and
potential settlement or judgment. Since the loan
company is investing in lawsuits, not people, your
credit rating is not a factor. Good credit, bad credit or
no credit, as long as the loan company believes your
settlement will be sufficient to repay the loan, you
will usually be approved.
Although unlikely, if your case is lost, you will
owe the loan company nothing. However, this risk of
non-payment results in high interest rates for your

loan. Hefty interest rates and fees are the chief downside to lawsuit loans. It is not uncommon for a client
to end up paying anywhere from 30 percent to as high
as 150 percent in interest and fees on the amount borrowed over the life of the loan. Further adding to the
high costs, some companies also charge application
fees, origination fees and other administrative fees.
Interest rates for these loans are not federally regulated and companies can decide whether to charge
a flat annual interest rate or charge a per-month
compounded interest rate, so it is best to inquire and
compare these rates.
If you find yourself in dire straits and have exhausted all other avenues of funding, lawsuit loans
can help, but you can save yourself in the end if you
shop around and ask about fees and interest charges
before applying. Every case or situation is different,
as always, listen to the advice of your lawyer.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should
not be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center,
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at
704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Community

Jefferson Parish to introduce first public park
recycling program
A new recycling program will begin this month
at Lafreniere Park in Metairie that will include
outdoor recycling bins. This is the first time in the
history of the parish a park will offer recycling services. The bins will be located next to garbage cans
throughout the park. Citizens utilizing the park
will easily be able to separate disposables from recyclables. This will minimize contamination in the
recycling bins.
“Keep America Beautiful” in collaboration with

the Dr. Pepper Snapple Group awarded Lafreniere
Park with 10 outdoor recycling bins. A donation
from the Patrons of Lafreniere Park enabled the
parish to purchase five additional bins of the same
model at a discounted price, making a combined 15
recycling bins.
Kenner District Councilman 4 Jack Rizzuto
and the Jefferson Parish administration hosted a
ribbon cutting ceremony on June 30, 2017 at Lafreniere Park.
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Insurance
Seven ways real brides can save
money on their wedding

SALE PENDING
SELA

By Marie M. Clesi
The phrase “till
death do us part” has
many implications –
like committing yourself to someone forever, merging bank accounts with that person indefinitely
and forever intertwining your life with theirs (both
the good and bad parts). But perhaps no implication is as extravagant, or as binding, as the actual
cost of your nuptials.
According to wedding website The Knot, the
average cost of a wedding in the U.S. is at an alltime high of $30,000.
Needless to say, it can be hard for couples to
stay within their budget as they plan the wedding
of their dreams.
Here’s a list of tips from real brides who saved
money on their big day.
Things you can DIY
Invitations and save-the-dates
One easy way to save money is to make your
own invitations – or at the very least, address the
envelopes yourself. To cut down on costs from stationery stores or paper companies, avoid personalized wedding invitations and utilize a service like
Wedding Paper Divas.
As far as save-the-dates go, if you have techsavvy guests, feel free to use an electronic option
like Paperless Post.
Is your wedding locale a “destination” for
many guests? Instead of traditional save-the-date
cards, send out postcards featuring the destination
where your ceremony will be held. It’s a unique way
to save on postage.
(Helpful hint: Don’t forget that many of your
guests are part of couples and/or families – meaning you don’t necessarily need to budget one invitation per guest.)
Centerpieces and decorations
Flowers are a staple of wedding receptions –
but they also have the potential to be extremely expensive. Typically, florists give the option between
tall arrangements and low arrangements to use as
centerpieces. By choosing low arrangements, you’ll
pay a fraction of the cost of the bigger ones. Simply add height to centerpiece arrangements using
candles, unique vases or mason jars.
Another easy way to save is by recycling – and
repurposing – your bridesmaid bouquets after the
ceremony. Feature them (again) as your dinner
table or cocktail hour decorations.
Want to ditch flowers altogether? Tap into
your inner creativity (or simply browse Pinterest).
Bookworm couples might find that old or antique
books, tied together with ribbon or lace, make a
unique and memorable centerpiece.
Place cards
Place cards – you know, the cutesy cards
that designate where your guests will be sitting – don’t need to be super fancy. After all,
they’re glorified name tags. Try a DIY craft,
like these “clothesline and tags” place cards.
Handwrite your guests’ names on sizable tags and attach a clothespin that designates their table number.
For an (even more) personal touch, intersperse
photos of the bride and groom.
Things you can limit
Guests
One of the biggest things you can do to control wedding costs is host fewer people. Sure, you

might be so excited to get hitched you want everyone you know to be there – but is it really necessary
to invite the ”nice” co-worker you exchange pleasantries with, but not much else? Will your friends’
children fully appreciate your nuptials?
While there are some fixed costs to weddings
you cannot control, much of the reception scales
linearly with the head count. That means with fewer guests, you’ll spend less money on a venue, food
and even decorations.
Food
If your reception is held in the late afternoon,
consider serving heavy appetizers instead of a full
meal. For larger weddings, check the value of plated meals versus a buffet dinner. The cost will vary
according to venue, but cheaper options may surprise you – and doing your homework could save
you a significant amount of cash.
As far as cakes go, remember that many of
your guests will be too full of dinner to stomach a
slice of their own. Order a smaller cake that serves
a fraction of your guests for show and fill the gap
with a less expensive sheet cake.
Things you can do differently
Buy an “experienced” or simple dress
Sample sales, eBay, Etsy, Craigslist and resale
stores are the holy grail of finding inexpensive wedding dresses. While brides may have to search a
little bit harder than they would by simply visiting a
bridal shop, the search will be worth it when you’re
boasting for years to come about how you spent less
than $500 on your wedding dress.
The catch when bargain hunting, besides
embodying detective-like tactics, is that your dress
may have already been worn. If that doesn’t bother
you – and it shouldn’t! – you can also search online
databases, like PreownedWeddingDresses.com, for
worn-before options.
If you don’t feel sentimentally-inclined to
keep your wedding dress past the big day (and
your history of spilling food on yourself is sparse),
renting your dress is another way to cut down on
costs. Additionally, you can splurge on your dress
and get your money back post-wedding by selling.
There are several online outlets that can help you
sell your gently-worn dress.
Embrace a new trend
Give your guests a unique wedding experience that will keep them talking about the day long
after they’ve recycled your save-the-date card by
incorporating a new or up-and-coming trend into
your big day. Cut costs on flowers by having your
bridesmaids carry a single flower bouquet – or
even carry one yourself.
For a sure-to-be-buzzed-about music and
dancing experience for your reception, offset the
cost of hiring an entire band by combining a DJ
with a single musician or multiple musicians of
your choice.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto,
home, renters, life and health insurance along
with financial services. Clesi’s office is located
at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner.
Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.
b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net.
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4601 Purdue Dr. • Metairie
$339,500

SALE PENDING
®

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

55 Gruner Road • Metairie
$234,900

SOLD!

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

FREE
ADMISSION

Metairie • 4917 Hearst St, Unit 102
$105,000

SHOP FREE
27TH ANNUAL

ADMISSION

Holly Daze
Arts, Crafts & Boutique Market

PONTCHARTRAIN CENTER

WILLIAMS BLVD • KENNER
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

JULY 15-16

Homemade fudge, Christmas items, dolls, wearables, pottery, jewelry,
paintings, stained glass, baskets, florals, crafts, candles, leather, wood

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073
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Sports

Saints coaching changes as important as player additions
By Ken Trahan
By all accounts,
the New Orleans Saints
have enjoyed an excellent offseason.
For the first time since 2013, it is safe and accurate to say that the Saints are no longer in the
beginning or middle of a rebuilding effort. Finally, it
appears that the organization has turned the corner
with a realistic chance of producing a winning season
for the first time in four years.
With the addition of Marshon Lattimore, Ryan
Ramczyk, Marcus Williams, Alvin Kamara, Alex Okafor, A.J. Klein, Rafael Bush, Larry Warford and Ted
Ginn, Jr., there is more talent on hand to compliment the likes of Drew Brees, Michael Thomas, Willie Snead, IV, Cameron Jordan, Kenny Vaccaro and
Sheldon Rankins, along with the return to health of
Delvin Breaux and P.J. Williams, this is a better team
on paper than in any of the last three seasons.
The enthusiasm is tempered by the huge concern about the heart condition and football future of
Nick Fairley, along with injuries to center Max Unger
and left tackle Terron Armstead.
New Orleans signed Fairley to a four-year deal
after a productive 2016 season. For the heart issues
that were part of his college years to emerge once
more is sad and it is unfortunate. No one could have
seen it coming as Fairley had no such issues with Detroit or St. Louis before joining the Saints.
Unger and Armstead play the most important
positions on the offensive line, with Unger serving as
the initiator of each play and as the signal caller for

the unit while Armstead is charged with protecting
the blind side of Brees. While Unger could return in
time for the regular season, Armstead is likely to miss
the entire 2017 season. Replacements cannot be expected to perform at the same level.
While the player overhaul has been significant
since the last playoff appearance four years ago, perhaps as significant are the changes to the coaching
staff of Sean Payton.
Old habits die hard.
When you have enjoyed success at the highest
level, as in a Super Bowl title, change comes hard.
Mike Shanahan won consecutive Super Bowls in
Denver and ultimately lost his job. The same is true of
other Super Bowl champions.
While good players produce good results, getting
a bit stale with the message emanating from coaches
can cause an organization to become stagnant.
In what was perhaps the most difficult decision
Payton has made as head coach of the Saints, he addressed his coaching staff following a third consecutive 7-9 season in 2016.
Returning to coach wide receivers is Curtis
Johnson, whose fiery style commanded attention and
respect when he served in the same capacity from
2006-2011.
The New Orleans native is not afraid to rattle
the cages of even the most experienced, veteran players and he commands the attention of young players. While Johnson was clearly not cut out for being
a head coach at the Division I college level, he is a
proven commodity, an outstanding NFL assistant. He

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

replaces John Morton, who left to become offensive
coordinator of the New York Jets.
Johnson will challenge Brandon Coleman to become a more consistent player, a genuine big option in
the offense for Brees. He will look to further develop
the skill of Thomas and Snead. He will give Corey
Fuller every chance to win a roster spot and find out if
Tommylee Lewis is really an NFL player.
Special teams were a consistent source of aggravation and a primary source of directly creating to
losses, particularly last season.
While it was a long time coming, Payton made
the necessary tough moves that had to occur.
He dismissed long-time special teams coach
Greg McMahon, who had been with Payton since
he arrived in New Orleans in 2006. The Saints have
struggled to find a kicker for years, have struggled to
cover kicks and have struggled to develop any consistent return game for years.
Kevin O’Dea arrived as assistant special teams
coach last season and he has already made a difference in the performance of kicker Wil Lutz whose
elevation and accuracy improved dramatically under
O’Dea.
Brad Banta arrived as the new special teams
coordinator, having coached previously for 10 years in
the league after serving as a long snapper for 11 years
in the NFL. A Baton Rouge native, Banta is back in
south Louisiana and ready to make a difference. He
is tutoring a pair of long snappers looking to replace
Justin Drescher while working overtime to develop a
genuine return game.
Then, there is the big change defensively.
From his arrival in New Orleans in 2006, Payton
had Joe Vitt as his right hand man, his most trusted
assistant. Vitt served as assistant head coach and linebackers coach and was even the interim head coach
when Payton was suspended in 2012.
Dismissing Vitt was likely the toughest move of
all for Payton.
Looking at the roster and performance of linebackers during his tenure, the Saints were at their
best with the trio of Jonathan Vilma, Scott Shanle and
Scott Fujita.
Shanle and Fujita were solid, though not special
players. Vilma was a good to very good player and a
leader for the defense. He will be inducted into the
Saints Hall of Fame in October.
Clearly, the position had not improved in recent
years. One of the biggest issues was the fall from grace
of Stephone Anthony.
The former top draft pick (2015) had a banner
rookie season, setting a new rookie record for tackles
in franchise history with 112, starting all 16 games. He
had an interception, forced a fumble and recovered
two fumbles.
In 2016, Anthony switched positions, moving
outside from inside and he struggled, playing in just
10 games while starting just three. He disappeared,
recording just 15 tackles.

Enter Mike Nolan.
With over three decades of NFL coaching experience, Nolan has been a head coach (San Francisco
49ers), a defensive coordinator and a linebackers
coach in the league. His vast experience should serve
him well in New Orleans. The son of former Saints
head coach Dick Nolan is a welcome addition.
The consensus is that he will improve the linebacker position and the Saints have made many additions in an effort to accomplish that feat.
Nolan is also charged with the responsibility of
trying to get Anthony to return to form and become a
factor while incorporating A.J. Klein, Manti Teo and
Alex Anzalone into the mix.
Nolan is also hoping that Hau’oli Kikaha returns
in healthy fashion to provide another edge rusher,
complementing the likes of Alex Okafor and Cameron
Jordan.
In the NFL, the system is weighted to level the
playing field annually. The Saints missed on too many
draft picks for an extended period but that began
to change a year ago and looks to have continued in
positive fashion this year. To that end, the addition
of Jeff Ireland as assistant general manager and as a
chief scout in 2015 seems to have helped Payton and
Mickey Loomis.
Once again, the theme is prevalent. The Saints
have made many changes in an attempt to reinvent
themselves. One of the primary problems for Super
Bowl winners is the loyalty factor of staying with players and coaches for too long a period of time after the
initial success.
That is understandable. Coaches are comfortable with those who have produced significant success. Cutting the cord with productive, dependable
veterans is difficult.
As we prepare for the 2017 season, only Brees,
Zach Strief and Thomas Morstead remain from the
2009 Super Bowl XLIV championship team. The
coaching staff has undergone radical change as well.
In the world of professional sports, change is
inevitable, it is tough and it is necessary. Payton
and Loomis are hoping that the latest changes will
result in changes on the scoreboard, records and
final destination for the 2017 version of the New
Orleans Saints.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20.
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources
Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on
WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.
http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Home
Garage flooring upgrade
By Dan Dormady
Epoxy flooring is
usually seen in commercial or industrial
settings, but with its
advantages it should be in consideration for some
residential applications. Epoxy flooring is mostly put
down directly over concrete slabs. It is resistant to
oils and solvents which makes it popular in commercial and industrial settings as well as in residential
garages and workshops.
Epoxy flooring is durable and easy to care for
since it is non-porous and seamless. The lifespan
of epoxy flooring if installed properly can last multiple decades depending on foot traffic and use.
Epoxy flooring is stain resistant, heat resistant
and resistant to germs and because it is a seamless floor it can be easily cleaned and sanitized in
contrast to tile and wood floors.
In general, epoxy flooring can even be applied
over other flooring if proper conditions are met and
necessary preparations are done. If you have a sheet
vinyl floor that is not peeling and is still securely
fastened to the concrete you can apply a coat over
the old flooring material. To apply the epoxy, you or
your contractor will have to prepare the floor using a
grinder and repair any open cracks, joints or surface
imperfections to insure the epoxy gets a good bond.
In some cases you may only have to use an epoxy
primer which will then allow proper adhesion over a

variety of substances. Epoxy flooring is a self-leveling
product so you do not have to worry about the old
floor dictating the slope. A confident homeowner
may be able to do this with a bit of research on the
Internet and using a kit. However, because it is costly
to remove and chemical bonds in place under a time
limit, choosing a professional to apply is often the
best approach.
First, a moisture vapor test should be done
on the concrete to see if the level of moisture is
acceptable for the epoxy to adhere properly to
the concrete. You can do this simply by cutting a
16”x16” piece of plastic sheeting and taping down
the perimeter with duct tape to the surface of your
garage floor. After 24 hours, peel up the plastic
sheeting and look for any condensation on the underside of the plastic or for a dark spot on the surface of the concrete. Water on the plastic or a dark
spot on the concrete comes from moisture. If neither exists, you should be fine. If you find moisture
from these tests do not apply the epoxy yourself
and seek professional advice before proceeding.
There are many ways to customize epoxy flooring applications today. Choose your color and shine.
Epoxy flooring can mimic granite or other designs
making each an original. Epoxy flooring is covered
lastly, with a clear coat of epoxy which becomes a refractive surface for light. Any room with epoxy flooring can also get a high gloss finish which can increase

Real Estate

SINCE 1987

Home prices change upward,
stoked by strong sales pace

the rooms light by up to twenty percent.
Epoxy flooring does have some drawbacks
when compared to other flooring materials, including the price. An average home with a professionally installed epoxy floor in a two-car garage will cost
around $2,000 versus a typical concrete paint from
the big box store at $300. Not only does the durability
of epoxy flooring cost, but it is also hard and costly to
remove if you change your mind, as chemicals and
grinders would be needed. Epoxy flooring can be slippery when wet but this can easily be avoided by adding ground polymer grit to the top coat.
Compared to traditional home flooring products, epoxy flooring if installed correctly can be easily
maintained and last for decades. It is durable enough
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to protect the floor from water damage, mold, heat,
impacts and stains. It cleans and is sanitized easier
because it is seamless. Examine all floor options carefully before making any decision.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional
engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing
in residential and commercial building inspection
services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O.
Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’
website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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By Linda R. Martin
Home prices continue to escalate, charging upward 6.9 percent in the first quarter of 2017
according to National Association of Realtors. The
increase, stoked by the strongest quarterly sales pace
in a decade, marks three straight quarters of growth.
“Prospective buyers poured into the market to
start the year and while their increased presence led
to a boost in sales, new listings failed to keep up and
hovered around record lows all quarter,” says Lawrence Yun, chief NAR economist.
Single family home prices went up in 65 percent
of the markets assessed in the report, or 152 of 178
metropolitan statistical areas. Seventeen percent of
metro areas saw prices increase in double digits. At
the national level, the median existing single family home price was $232,100 and the median existing
condominium price was $ 218,600.
Home prices in the South grew at the highest
quarterly rate, 8.8 percent to a median $209,000. Prices in the West followed at 8.4 percent to a median of
$342,500, while prices in the Midwest tracked up 5.7
percent to a median of $ 178,600. Prices in the Northeast grew at the lowest quarterly rate, 2.2 percent, to
a median of $255,000.
Affordability, in addition, contracted in the first
quarter. A homebuyer with a five percent down payment would need an income of $52,251 to afford a
single family home priced at the national median. A
homebuyer with a 10 percent down payment would

need an income of $49,501 and a homebuyer with a
20 percent down payment would need an income of
$44,001.
Several metro areas with the healthiest job
gains in recent years continue to see a large upswing
in buyer demand but lack the commensurate rampup in new home construction, contributing to price
appreciation.
Existing home sales, including condos, rose 1.4
percent to 5.62 million in the first quarter, the highest
since the first quarter of 2007. Existing homes available for sale were down 6.6 percent to 1.83 million at
the end of the quarter, with an average supply of 3.7
months.
“Last quarter’s robust pace of sales was especially impressive considering the affordability buyers
experienced from higher prices and mortgage rates.”
says Yun. “High demand is poised to continue heading
into the summer as long as job gains continue, however, many metro areas need to see a significant rise
in new and existing inventory to meet this demand
and cool down price growth.”
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerRealtors.com.
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PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded
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Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
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Batteries • Belts • Hoses
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4200 Williams Blvd.
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Entertainment

Treasure Chest brings the heat in July
By Rodney Miller – Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director
As sure as water
is wet, July is hot. And
while Treasure Chest
Casino is a great place
to get away from the heat, some things we just plain
don’t want to cool down…like our delicious food and
your chances to win.
Nothing says “bring the heat” like a good hot
seats giveaway. That’s why each Friday in July from
7:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., Treasure Chest brings you “Sit
Back and Relax Hot Seats.” Five winners every 30 minutes will be selected to win an outdoor folding chair
filled with $50 up to $500 slot dollars. That’s a total of

50 winners each night.
Then things get even hotter Saturday, July
22 with our “Sizzlin’ Saturday
Giveaway.” From 8:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m.,
four
winners
will be selected
each hour to play
our “Sizzlin’ Match
Games” to win $500 up to
$5,000 slot dollars.
Speaking of sizzling, you won’t want to miss the
savory sizzle of our all-you-can-eat BBQ buffet. Every

Monday in July, get your fill of all your summer BBQ
favorites for just $19.99! It’s the perfect opportunity to get one last
look at the current
incarnation of
our buffet before we begin
improvements
and renovations
throughout August.
All that plus our “Progressive Payday,” our $31.99 all-you-can-eat seafood
buffet and much, much more at your Treasure Chest

Casino where we bring the heat while keeping you
cool. We look forward to serving you in July, and as
always, we’ll see you on the lake.
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director which is located is located at
5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit
the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or
call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino in July
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com,
for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

CAJUNLAND

6.99

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18

99

.

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

99
20.

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE

SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING
headquarters!

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm • Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

4th of July special

Sat., July 1
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
N.O. Quarter Notes
Band

Wed., July 12
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus
& Fire

Fri., July 21
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
John Pierre &
Expressions

Sun., July 2
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., July 13
Closed Private
Party

Sat., July 22
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Water Meters

Wed., July 5
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus &
Fire

Fri., July 14
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry
& The Midnight
Streetcar

Sun., July 23
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., July 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
No Idea
Fri., July 7
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Benchwarmers
Sat., July 8
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Wiseguys
Sun., July 9
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., July 15
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Good Feelin’ Band
Sun., July 16
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., July 19
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus
& Fire
Thurs., July 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Topcats

Wed., July 26
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus
& Fire
Thurs., July 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
No Idea
Fri., July 28
Closed
Sat., July 29
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
New Suit
Sun., July 30
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Banking
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Stock Indexes all hit record highs
By Guy Williams
We are in uncharted
territory.
The NASDQ, New
York Stock Exchange
and the S&P 500 are all trading at record highs.
This presents a real dilemma for the average investor. Through the years, individual investors
who try to time the market tend to buy too high
and sell too low, the opposite of a profit-maximizing strategy. The fear of missing out causes folks to
rush in whenever the market seems to be moving
up rapidly, and the fear of losing more tempts investors to sell in down markets.
The advice remains the same regardless of
market conditions – invest for the long haul. One
portfolio mix recommended for most investors
would be 65 percent of a broad-based stock index
and 35 percent of a bond index fund. It is further
suggested that every six months the position be
rebalanced by selling whichever asset class is

over target and buying the other to get back to the
65/35 mix. In other words, if stocks go up and they
are now 70 percent of your portfolio, sell stocks
and buy bonds so that you get back to only 65 percent in stock and 35 percent in bonds.
It is good advice to stay fully invested. The
best way to do this is a monthly addition to investments, preferably to an employer matched 401(k)
or a similar plan.
If you have maxed out your 401(k) or if one
is not available, create the 65/35 portfolio yourself
using one of the low cost index providers, such as
Vanguard.
There are several other investment strategies that work well. One is to increase your mortgage payment each month using any excess cash
that is on hand. This will get you debt free sooner
while guaranteeing you a yield that matches your
mortgage rate. Another strategy that is beginning
to work better now that interest rates are moving
higher is to consolidate your checking and savings
accounts. Look for a free checking account, or

even better, one that pays interest. Any amount
above and beyond your normal monthly cash needs
can then go into a money market account. A good
money market balance target is six months of living
expenses. After you have six months of expenses in
a liquid account, the balances should be used to pay
off debt and to increase your investments.
If you have credit card debt, stop using a
charge card until the debt is paid off. If you find
yourself in a credit card debt situation, sacrifice
some monthly expenses until the card debt is
paid. Your credit card plan should be to pay in full
monthly and only use a card that rewards you with
points or miles. You want to be paid by your credit
card, not to pay the card company a high monthly
interest payment.
Finally, if you receive financial windfall, bonus, tax refund, etc., we suggest spend 10 percent,
give away 10 percent and invest the rest. You will
build financial stability for yourself.

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

HURRICANE
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
CHECKLIST
Things to include in your family’s emergency readiness kit
Flashlight & extra batteries
Bottled water
First aid kit & prescription medication
Evacuation route maps
Canned food & a non-electric can opener
Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members
Utility knife, shut off wrench & pliers
Access to battery powdered radio
Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses
Personal items
Pet food
Clothing & bedding
Car keys & keys to the place you may be going
Important papers including ID, Social Security cards, insurance policies,
birth & marriage certificates, wills, deeds & copies of recent tax returns

Louisiana
Poison
Control
Center

So, the markets are really doing well. You
can participate by investing for the long haul, investing windfalls and eliminating cash drains like
credit card debt. What you can’t do is time the
market.
As always, your local community banker is
available to help and to discuss investment options.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at
3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vicepresident and branch manager can be contacted
at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and
commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.
gulfbank.com.
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President’s task force on education presents results to school system
After six months of meeting and working
towards recommendations to better enhance the
Jefferson Parish Public School System, on June 16,
2017, the Jefferson Parish President’s Task Force
on Education presented its findings and suggestions to members of the Jefferson Parish School
Board, the business and civic communities and
administration at the Joseph S. Yenni Government
Building. The goal of the task force is to work together as a collective force with the school board,
superintendent, economic development and civic
and business group representatives to create a
cohesive plan to attract new residents and retain
those who currently reside in Jefferson Parish by
improving education.
Jefferson Parish President Michael Yenni
said, “I firmly believe that we all have a role in
education as it relates to economic development.
I also believe it is critical to our parish’s future
that our school leaders set quantifiable goals
with a defined timeline and action plan. When I
was a candidate for this office, I made education
a platform plank in my campaign announcement
address. At that time, I mentioned it was time to
reverse the trend and bring new families home to
our parish. Among their biggest concerns is education. Today is the major step toward this office
extending a helping hand to our schools and our
school superintendent. I am proud of the members
of this task force for your volunteerism and dedication to improving our parish. I appreciate your
support and time.”
During the presentation, Task Force Chair
and Chief Administrative Assistant Dr. Diane

Roussel, stated, “We all want all eligible pre-kindergarten children to be enrolled in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten because we know they
will outperform students who haven’t been in
pre-k. We all want every child to read at an early
age, the earlier the better. The task
force believes in providing
parental choice in education and believes that
quantifiable goals
are necessary for
success.”
Dr. Roussel presented
five key
recommendations to
the audience
which was the
culmination of
the collaborative
work of the task force
members. Each of the
recommendations have been
thoroughly agreed upon based on
the findings of task force meetings and needs of
the school system.
Recommendation 1: Attract more qualified
teachers and improve retention.
Recommendation 2: Increase pre-kindergarten and kindergarten enrollment until all eligible students are served and able to read on-level.
Recommendation 3: Uproot failing schools
and accelerate transitioning from failing schools

Kenner School Spotlight:
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is a school of
excellence in Kenner. As a SACS accredited
school, Greenlawn offers a safe and dynamic
learning environment for a diverse range
of students in grades Pre-K through 5. The
students of Greenlawn are provided with the
knowledge to succeed in the present and to
be the leaders of the future as a result of the
engaging teaching methods of its certified
teachers and library media specialist.
Greenlawn believes it is important to exercise the mind and body by providing its
students with top technology such as Promethean Boards and with the new health
exercise program, Smart Bodies. Greenlawn’s faculty and staff strive to make learning
fun and engaging for all of its students by providing them with educational tools that
are useful, beneficial, and, above all, “for the kids.”
Mary Defusco is the acting principal
of Greenlawn Terrace Elementary. The
school is represented by Jefferson
Parish School Board District IX Member
Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. Greenlawn
Terrace is located at 1500 38th Street
in Kenner. For more information, contact
the school at 504-468-1016 or visit
greenlawn.jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

to charters within one year of a school failing.
Recommendation 4: Create and adhere to
an annual action plan with definable goals.
Recommendation 5: Acquire industry and
market research through business partnerships.
Of the 20-member
task force, 13 were
in attendance
during
the
presentation
including Patsy
Green (on
behalf of
Senator
Conrad
Appel),
Marie Clesi,
Jerry Daul,
Tony Ligi, Dr.
Vinicio
Madrigal, Natalie Newton,
Mayra Pineda, Darryl
Ward, Louis Thomas, Jackie
Jones, James Garvey and Raymond Griffin.
Also in attendance was former school Superintendent James Meza.
Jefferson Parish Public System Schools Superintendent Isaac Joseph stated, “When I took
this job in 2015, I quickly learned we cannot do
this alone. It is important of us to know we have
a community that is very engaged in the school
system. Early childhood education is the biggest
investment we can make. We want to be an Arated school system and we have the capacity to
do such.”
Tony Ligi of the Jefferson Business Council
stated, “Don’t let anyone say they don’t have an
interest in public education. We all have a stake in
this. We cannot afford to provide public education
students with a mediocre or failing system.”
Among the solutions presented, task force
members will recommend and institute an aggressive teacher recruitment campaign in partnership
with economic development powerhouses JEDCO
and GNO Inc. Under the leadership of Daryl Ward,
chief administrative assistant in the Jefferson Parish President’s office, Jefferson Parish Head Start
will enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement
with the Jefferson Parish Public School System
and other organizations, such as churches, to
reduce costs, allowing the parish’s and school

system’s lead pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
programs to accommodate more children. The
task force members encourage the Jefferson Parish Public School System to reallocate funds to
include the most children possible in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten because that will result
in more academic success for those children in
future grade levels.
It was recommended by the task force that
the superintendent’s quantifiable goals and objectives (due dates, persons responsible, resources
needed and completion dates) be evaluated at
minimum on a quarterly basis by the superintendent’s administrative team and that the results
should be shared with the community. The task
force recommends the Jefferson Parish Public
School System expand its portfolio of schools including charters, magnets, career, themed, specialty schools and language immersion schools.
Members of the task force and members of
the Jefferson Parish administration will assist the
Jefferson Parish Public School System by assigning top administrative assistants to help the superintendent recruit and attract successful schools of
choice with proven records.
The task force members believe the superintendent and members of the board and administration need to have access to either industry trend
research or market research, both of which would
help them define objectives and set expectations.
The parish administration will seek private/public
partnerships to fund a comprehensive, baseline
study of our system and attitudes and opinions toward our system.
James Garvey, a member of the Louisiana
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(BESE), stated, “I can say as part of this task force,
I have seen fresh faces that I have not seen before
trying to bring resources and knowledge to the efforts to improve public education here in Jefferson
Parish.”
The task force will now meet on a quarterly
basis to evaluate the recommendations given to
the school system and reconvene meetings as
needed at the request of either the school system
or the task force itself.
The task force presentation video will be
broadcast in its entirety on the Jefferson Parish
public information channel, JPTV, and is available
on the parish website, www.jeffparish.net. A copy
of the press conference will be available upon request.

JPPSS Compliance Office Call Center answers
school questions over the summer
Jefferson Parish Public School System students are out for summer vacation, but when it
comes to assisting parents with questions about
the upcoming 2017-2018 school year, the Jefferson
Parish Public School System is open for business
with a resource for parents.
The JPPSS Compliance Office Call Center
is open and available to assist parents Monday
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The
phone number to the call center is 365-5312.
The call center will be available through the
beginning of the 2017-2018 school year to help an-

swer any questions parents may have about the upcoming school year. The call center can assist callers who speak English, Spanish and Vietnamese.
School offices will reopen on July 11, 2017.
New student registration will take place July 24
to July 28, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the
school your child will attend. Teachers return on
August 7, 2017. The first day of school for students
in grades 1 through 12 is August 10, 2017. Prekindergarten and kindergarten students begin on August 15 or 16, 2017, the date varies by school.
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Communication matters in JPPSS
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
When our school
board voted to alter
the
kindergarten
uniform policy last
month, we used numerous “channels” of communication to share this news with parents. For starters,
that board meeting streamed live on our website and
aired on our public access channel. A news article
was then posted to our website and a release was
sent to local media outlets. We shared the information on our social media channels and sent a mass
communication through our new mobile app. School
administrators were notified of the change through
email and we are also mailing letters to the homes of

our kindergarten students.
Communication matters in the Jefferson Parish Public School System. It was a central area of focus when stakeholders from across the parish helped
create our “JPPSS Strategic Plan 2020: The First
Choice.” I used the example above to show just some
of the tools we use to get our message out to you.
But regardless of how we send news and information out, the central question is this – Did you
get the message? Do you know that kindergarten
students will start wearing purple uniform shirts
in 2017-2018? Do you know that we’ve had nine
students named National Merit Scholars this year?
Do you know about the new science, technology,

engineering and math (STEM) magnet program at
Washington Elementary that you can apply for until
July 14, 2017?
It’s not enough for us to put the information out
there. Our goal is to make sure it gets to you in the
most engaging way possible. That’s why our team has
developed a brief communication survey. It’s for any
stakeholder of our school: parent, employee, student,
business leader, community member. Let us know
how you interact with our district and, most importantly, how we can better interact with you.
The survey is available in multiple languages at
jpschools.org/CommunicationMatters. I hope you
are enjoying the summer months, and look forward

to seeing all of those smiling faces for the first day of
school on August 10, 2017.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public
School System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000
students. During his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of student
services, principal, assistant superintendent of human resources and executive director of grants and
federal programs.

JPPSS kindergarten student uniform policy has changed
The Jefferson Parish School Board approved a
new policy that will impact all of the district’s kindergarten students starting next school year.
Jefferson Parish Public School System kindergarten students will wear purple uniform shirts,
regardless of their school’s color, beginning in 20172018. This change will help school staff better identify kindergarten students and support the unique

needs of these young students.
Prekindergarten students in JPPSS already
wear purple uniform shirts. Current pre-K students
who are moving on to kindergarten at the same
school may elect to still wear their purple pre-K shirt
in kindergarten. New students should purchase a
purple kindergarten shirt.
For information on purchasing uniforms for

a student before July 11, 2017, contact the JPPSS
Compliance Office Call Center at 365-5312. Schools
may be contacted starting July 11 when school offices reopen.
In addition to making the uniform change for
kindergarten students, the school board also approved a policy that requires a parent/guardian or

designee who is at least 12 years old to be present
when that student gets on the bus in the morning
and is dropped off at the bus stop that afternoon. It is
the responsibility of the parent/guardian to provide
the school and bus operator with the names and a
working phone number for those persons authorized
to receive a student at the bus stop.

JPPSS graduation rate increases to high of
75.7 percent
More students are graduating in the Jefferson
Parish Public School System and more of those graduates are earning advanced credentials.
The Louisiana Department of Education released its district and state graduation rates for the
2015-2016 school year today. The high school graduation rate for the class of 2016 in the Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS) increased to 75.7
percent. This figure is the highest graduation rate for
the district in more than a decade and represents an
increase of 2.4 percentage points when compared to
figures from the class of 2015. This is the fourth highest jump in graduation rates experienced in JPPSS
since the 2006-2007 school year.
JPPSS saw an even larger increase in the percentage of its graduates who earn advanced credentials. That number jumped four percentage points,
from 6.2 percent in 2014-2015 to 10.2 percent in 20152016, which just tops the state average of 10 percent.
“I want to congratulate all of our educators for
the important role they’ve played in increasing the
graduation rate for our high school seniors,” said
JPPSS Superintendent Isaac G. Joseph. “This is fur-

ther proof of the positive direction our district is moving. We are aware of the many challenges ahead as
we work to achieve a 90 percent graduation rate and
become an A district. I know our teachers and staff
members will maintain their laser-like focus to ensure all of our kids graduate college and career ready.”
The number of JPPSS graduates earning advanced and basic credentials increased from 51.7
percent to 55.2 percent. The state average is 42.7
percent. The percentage of students earning basic
credentials is 45 percent, which also outpaces the
state average of 42.7 percent.
In all, 10 of the 13 traditional high schools in
JPPSS saw an increase in its graduation rate. One
school of note is Riverdale High, which improved 10
percentage points from 80.3 percent to 90.3 percent.
The graduation rate for JPPSS has steadily increased since the 2006-2007 school year, when the
district graduated 60.4 percent of its students. The
2015-2016 graduation rate represents the percentage of students who began high school as freshmen
in 2012 and graduated with a regular diploma in four
years.

Donate to Auctions in August
& Benefit Your Favorite Non-Profit!
Individuals, businesses, and non-profits are encouraged to donate to
Gulf Coast Bank’s AUCTIONS IN AUGUST and designate the
non-profit to receive the funds.
For more information, go to AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM
or ask a banker.
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Luncheon Tuesday July 18th
From 11:30 am - 1:00pm
Guest Speaker
Crimestoppers
President:
Darlene Cusanza
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard

Latin American News
Join KBA For
TWO Awesome
Events in July

Networking Thursday July 27th
from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
at Inspired Living

Inspired Living
3801 Loyola Dr, Kenner, LA

For Luncheon Info Contact

For Networking Info Call

Judy Labella: (504) 416-7637
reservations@KennerBusinessAssocation.com

Bob Rispolli (504) 453-7241
Sid Bullard: (504) 512-5664

To RSVP For Either Event Visit: www.kennerbusinessassocation.com

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Learn Leadership Skills

Thursday, July 6 & 20

Be A Confident Public Speaker

at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances

Tope De Santo Domingo (Saint
Dominic Fest)
By Rafael E. Saddy
In the capital
city of Managua, Nicaragua, a small Catholic statuette of Saint Dominic or Santo Domingo de
Guzmán was discovered at the end of the 19th century which began the evolution of a massive annual
traditional festivity that is colorful and full of fervor
and happiness. Santo Domingo de Guzmán became
the patron saint of Managua and is considered by
popular acclaim to be the saint of the people. Each
year in Managua, Nicaragua, beginning on August 1
until August 10, everything stops for the biggest festivals of the year. On the first day of celebration the
tiny statue is taken from the hills to the church of
Santo Domingo in a big elaborate procession where
the statue remains until the last day of celebration
when again a multitude of people carry him back to
his church, Las Sierritas de Santo Domingo.
In Kenner, for the 17th consecutive year, the
Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana (ANDELA)
will present El Tope de Santo Domingo (Saint Dominic Fest), which honors that Nicaraguan celebration.
The local event will be held on Saturday, August
12, 2017, from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. at Kenner’s
Heritage Park, located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
Don’t miss this unparalleled opportunity to experience first-hand the culture, food, music, sights and
sounds from the folklore of our Central American
neighbor.
Highlights this year will include a representation of Santo Domingo’s arrival preceded by a parade
that enters the park to the rhythms of folkloric music.
The celebration features popular characters that are
typically Nicaraguan, such as the “Gigantona,” a gigantic woman that dances to the sound of drums, the
“Cabezón,” her short and big-headed dance partner
and the life-size bull and cows who all dance around
the saint as he parades through the park. Young
women dressed in folkloric costumes will also accompany the colorful parade. Later on, there is the
crowning of the “India Bonita,” queen of the festival.
The festival is followed by a dance party featuring a
popular local musician, who will be playing folkloric
music, salsa and Latin-dance music. Typical Hispanic dishes and refreshments will be served.
The event is open to the public and net proceeds from donations and sponsorships will be used
for the annual purchase of Christmas toys for disad-

vantaged children in Nicaragua.
Hispanics have always had a strong influence
in Louisiana starting when it was a Spanish colony
in 1762 until it was turned over to the French in 1802.
Since 1812, when Louisiana became a state, Hispanics have continued to influence and contribute to the
growth of Louisiana. This is especially true in Kenner,
where the 17th annual celebration of “Tope De Santo
Domingo” takes on a special meaning because of the
growth of the Hispanic community, its contribution
to the economy and the sharing of its rich culture
with the community.
For more information and/or sponsorships call
466-1483.
Emergency preparedness
The 2017 hurricane season is here and emergencies or disasters could, individually or in combination, create dire conditions to us varying in scope
and intensity from causing minimal damage locally,
in a multi-parish or state-wide area with the possibility of extensive devastation and loss of life.
In an effort to assist the general community
to better prepare themselves, contact the Kenner
Emergency Preparedness Office at 471-2100 or Kenner City Hall at 468-7200. Assistance and information
in Spanish is also available.
Community announcements
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access to
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule,
go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV
logo or go to the Kenner TV Face book/YouTube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Live interaction
with a crowd is a cathartic, spiritual kind of exchange
and it’s intensified at a festival.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
Century Title_0515.indd 1

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

www.kennerstar.com
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COMING IN AUGUST!
Kenner Parks and Recreations
Fall 2017 Leisure Service Programs
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WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –
Office paper
Newspaper, including color inserts
Magazines & catalogs
Junk mail & telephone books
Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes
12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes
Other corrugated cardboard

21

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

– METAL PRODUCTS –
Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids
– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –
Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,
which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,
waxed juice & milk cartons
Essentially everything constructed out of plastic
should be marked with one of the codes shown below

WARREN EASTON
Class of 1967 50th Reunion
The Class of 1967 at Warren Easton will hold its 50th reunion

on November 11, 2017 from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the school auditorium, 3029 Canal Street.
ALL EAGLE ALUMNI AND FIENDS INVITED
The price is $20.00 per person.
It is BYOL - cups & ice provided. Entertainment by DJ Mark Sanders.
For information, call Sharon Dodd at 504.733.3774; Billy Wright at 504.338.3973;
Jeff Lambert at 504.782.7611 or Phyllis Kenner at 504.712.9438
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Parking
from page 1

With many homes having no more than fivefoot side yards, accommodating a boat or RV is
simply impossible, they argued. Many also said they
bought their homes before the regulations were in
place.
Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur, who
was also acting mayor in 2016, proposed a delay in
the enforcement date for the new boat/RV parking
storage regulations for a year. That proposal was
approved by Kenner’s Planning and Zoning Commission.
In the meantime, Sigur and other council members have promised to come up with a compromise
to satisfy boat and RV owners and other residents

Transportation
from page 1

others. Mayor Zahn scheduled a special city
council meeting on June 5 and urged the council
to reconsider its position, saying the ordinance,
as passed, sent the message that Kenner is not
“business-friendly.”
“It would be inconsistent with everything my
administration stands for and counterproductive
to the success of the legislation we accomplished
while I was with the parish council, if we did not
take every opportunity to expand our economic
development, grow our tourism base and create
every higher quality of life improvement for the
people of our city,” Mayor Zahn said.
Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick

who are just as strongly in favor of the proposed new
regulations.
“As acting mayor at that time I proposed an additional one year deferral until April 2018 in order
for the city council to possibly come up with a compromise as all council members have received many
communications from people both for and against
this regulation,” Sigur said.
“There are important issues on both sides of this
controversy,” said Sigur. “We want to be fair to the
many hundreds of Kenner homeowners who have
been parking boats and water craft on their property
for decades because their back yards are too small to
accommodate their water vehicle.”
A council sub-committee, headed by Kenner
District 4 Councilman Leonard Cline, was created
to study the issue. Sigur, a retired KPD police officer,

is one of the committee members. The focus of the
committee and the city council is limited to boats
and watercraft, Sigur said.
Sigur says that by the hundreds, these homeowners have been coming to meetings of the Kenner
Council and the Cline sub-committee to say it isn’t
fair to punish them for what has been considered an
acceptable practice in Kenner for decades.
At the same time, says Sigur, he and other
members of the council have been hearing from
their constituents about vehicles not properly maintained or are allowed to block the view of neighbors
as they attempt to back out of their driveways
“While the boat and water vehicle owners have
been very vocal and outspoken, my experience has
convinced me that there is a silent large majority of
Kenner homeowners who want fair enforcement,”

says Councilman Sigur.
Proposals being considered and discussed have
included excluding water craft from the regulation,
grandfathering in and excluding residents who have
owned a boat or water craft vehicle, etc., from being
cited if it was owned 12 months before the enforcement date and excluding those who have resided at
a residence where existing physical conditions prevent compliance with the new setback requirements.
Before bringing any legislation regarding the
parking of water craft and any amendments to the
UDC before the city council, the sub-committee is
attempting to meet with every civic association in
the city over the next several months before holding
additional open public hearing meetings to get ideas
and suggestions from Kenner residents.

Impastato cast the lone vote in favor of the TNCs
in the original vote, stating, “The adoption of
regulations for TNCs that foster their growth and
development in Kenner sends a message that the
city of Kenner remains committed to help our citizens have open access to the services they feel
will best provide for their enjoyment, safety and
economic success in this community.”
Revisions were written but not voted on at
the special June 5 meeting because two council
members were unable to attend the meeting.
But at its June 15 regular meeting, the Kenner City Council approved a revised ordinance
that clarified the two major sticking points. The
first was that TNC companies – not every single
driver – had to have an occupational license.
However, it is possible that drivers residing in
Kenner may not need an occupational license.

The second sticking point was a $15 surcharge
for picking up more than two passengers from
the airport. That was removed.
“Our intention was to create a competitive,
open marketplace but it certainly wasn’t our aim
to drive Uber and Lyft out of Kenner,” said Councilman Sigur. “So we had to take a deep breath
and reconsider our position. I think it’s to the
council’s credit that we were willing to do so.”
While the changes satisfied Uber and Lyft
executives, taxi officials said they felt the ridesharing companies might have a competitive
advantage in the city because of the new regulations.
Councilman Sigur said Robert “Tiger” Hammond III, president of the Greater New Orleans
AFL-CIO, sent a letter to the city and council
outlining 10 points of requirements imposed on
taxi drivers not expected of ride-hailing services
and urged the council to address those issues to

put taxi drivers on the same playing field as Uber
and Lyft drivers. Councilman Sigur and city officials agreed to research the issues and promised
a swift response in the future to create a “more
level playing field” for taxi drivers.
“The thing about a compromise is that both
sides have to give something in order to reach
a consensus everyone can live with,” said Councilman Sigur. “The taxi drivers are right. We still
haven’t achieved the open marketplace the council seeks. We will now go ahead and are committed about removing some of the unfair requirements that the taxi drivers complained about.”
Mayor Zahn, meanwhile, said he is very
pleased that the council reconsidered their initial position. “I think that with this vote we are
showing the citizens of Kenner and everyone
else that we are a business-friendly community
with a level playing field for all. We think that we
are moving in the right direction.”
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The Kenner City Council voted to approve
the final budget at its June 15, 2017 meeting.
The making of a Kenner city annual fiscal
year budget, which begins July 1 and ends June
30 of each year, is a long, involved process that
stretches from early February to when the council approves it, mandated by city charter to be by
June 15.
There are many steps in the process of
developing the city’s annual fiscal budget that
begin in the offices of Kenner’s Finance Department and culminates in June.
First, in early February, the finance department requests each city department to prepare
a proposed budget for the coming year and

Dog park
from page1

Ben Zahn committed while he was a District
4 councilman in Jefferson Parish, along with
$30,000 from Kenner District 5 Councilman
Dominick Impastato and another $15,000
raised from last summer’s Hot Diggity Dog Fest,
the first phase of the park is expected to open
before the end of September.
Initially, the park will include benches,
lush landscaping, decorated fire hydrants, watering stations and 1,200 linear feet of attractive fencing.
Impastato said he is excited to get the park

provides the departments with the information
to use in preparing their requests. Each department is provided a monthly report that shows
its current year’s budget and the amount of dollars the department has spent so far for the year.
Each department is provided with forms to be
utilized to prepare their proposed budget and
are required to prepare their proposed budget
along with estimates for the remainder of the
current year.
The finance department also prepares a
projection of city revenues for the coming fiscal
year. This includes income from such sources as
sales taxes, property taxes and Treasure Chest
Casino collections.
By late March, the mayor and his administration have met with each department head

and reviewed their proposed budget for consideration. The administration also meets with
council members to get their input on the budget.
With the requested information in hand,
the administration, working with the department heads, forges a proposed budget that is presented by May 1 to the Kenner City Council by
the mayor on behalf of his administration.
In May, the city council begins to hold hearings on each department’s budget. They question department heads and the administration
on how the city of Kenner is going to spend its
proposed budgeted money in the upcoming fiscal
year. The public is invited to attend the council’s
hearings. Residents of Kenner as always, had the
opportunity to offer their say about the budget at
the June 15 council meeting.

It is common for the council to make
amendments to the budget before approving it.
It has never happened, but if the council
failed to approve a budget by June 15, the city
charter says “it shall be presumed to have adopted the budget submitted by the mayor.” No mayor
in Kenner’s modern history has ever vetoed a
council-approved budget. But if the mayor did
veto the budget, the council could override the
veto with a “super-majority” of five votes. If the
council could not muster five votes to override
the veto, the veto would stand and “it shall be
presumed to have adopted the budget submitted
by the mayor.”

opened so quickly, but added that the city will
continue to work hard to bring in the money to
make the full vision a reality.
“This is a tremendous quality of life feature
and our goal is to have the type of dog park that
not only attracts Kenner residents but dog owners from throughout the region,” said Impastato.
The 2nd Annual Hot Diggity Dog Fest fundraiser has been scheduled for September 30,
2017 at Laketown from noon until 9:00 p.m. City
officials said the goal is to make it even bigger
and better than last year, with a schedule that
includes live music, wiener dog races, a dog
costume contest, a dog obstacle course and pet

adoptions.
In addition, the city is accepting donations
for benches, fire hydrants and water stations in
the park through a “Raise the Ruff” fundraising
campaign. Any individuals or businesses interested in supporting the Kenner Dog Park can
contact Kenner Assistant Recreation Director
Kerri Diaz at 468-7211 or view sponsorships
available by viewing the recreation dog park
tab on the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
“What we are creating is a dog park we can
truly be proud of,” Mayor Zahn said. “But the
goal is something even more special, the kind
of attraction that residents with pets look for

when they choose a place to live.”
Kenner’s City Park is located at 3800
Loyola Drive at the intersection of Vintage
Drive.
Information on the Raise the Ruff campaign is also available on the city’s website at
https://kenner.recdesk.com/recdeskportal/
FarmersMarket/DogPark/tabid/11235/Default.
aspx.

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson
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