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Ochsner Urgent
Care relocates and
enhances urgent
care, occupational
medicine options in
Kenner
By Allan Katz
Ochsner Health System announced a major
expansion of its urgent care and occupational health
services in January 2017, when Ochsner purchased
Millennium Health Care Management, a network of
14 locations, including 12 urgent care and four occupational health clinics located throughout the metro
New Orleans area, including a clinic in the city of
Kenner.
On April 24, 2017, Ochsner announced a rebranding of MHM Urgent Care and Occupational
Health to Ochsner Urgent Care and Ochsner Occupational Health, respectively, increasing access to
convenient, non-emergency care and occupational
health services in the region.
“By acquiring MHM in January, Ochsner now
offers a full continuum of integrated, pre-acute, nonemergency room offerings throughout the greater
New Orleans area,” said Dr. Gerry Cvitanovich, Ochsner Urgent Care Chief Strategy Officer. “Ochsner
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State-of-the-art
Inspired Living senior
living community
opens in Kenner
Kenner officials were present, along with representatives from Inspired Living, for the Inspired
Living grand opening ribbon cutting ceremony
held in late March. Inspired Living is located at
3801 Loyola Drive in Kenner.
“In addition to providing best-in-class service
and care to our residents, we also offer all day restaurant-style dining, five-star amenities and a competitive ‘Forever Pricing’ program that separates
us from our competition. It’s extremely important
that we give our residents and their families the
peace of mind that comes with a sound financial
plan,” said Daniel J. Ritter, Inspired Living Executive Director.
Inspired Living offers a wide range of lifestyle
options and care levels including well-appointed
suites and independent living apartments, as
well as inspiring health and wellness programs.
Whether active and independent, or needing some
page 20
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Recreational skate park opens at Wentwood Playground in Kenner
On April 28, 2017, the city of Kenner launched
its first recreational skate park, the Wentwood
Skate Plaza, only the third of its kind in the metropolitan area, located at 200 West Loyola Drive.
According to a website dedicated to skate
parks in the state, the Wentwood Skate Plaza joins
several similar parks located in the region. According to the Tony Hawk Foundation, there were about
4,000 skate parks in the country as of 2016.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said the Kenner
facility is another example of the commitment to
recreation by both the city and Kenner District 5
Councilman Dominick Impastato.
“I commend Councilman Impastato for this
addition to his district,” Zahn said. “His continued
support of recreation for his constituents is evident
throughout the district, and particularly with this
new skate park. The timely opening for our youth
to have another recreational attraction with sum-

mer right around the corner is perfect for all Kenner
residents to enjoy.”
The 2,400-square-foot facility includes steps
and ramps for skaters and is designed to provide a
safe venue for this increasingly popular sport. The

Code sweep of vacant units at Pavilion
Shopping Center results in 88 code violations
On April 26, 2017 Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
ordered a code sweep conducted by Kenner’s Code
Enforcement Department at the Pavilion Shopping
Center located at 1000 West Esplanade, in Kenner
Councilman Lenny Cline’s District 4.
Kenner Code inspectors discovered a total of
88 code violations, ranging from unsafe electrical

conditions, trash, evidence of rodents and building
maintenance and repair/demolition issues. These
conditions were noted after examining the exterior
of the 19 vacant rental units of the Pavilion and
spelled out in citations.
“This center is in deplorable condition and
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skate plaza was built by Gottfried Construction at
an approximate cost of $350,000.
“This project represents our continued commitment to adapt to the needs of our community – most
page 18

Kenner
Mayor
Ben Zahn

The First 100 Days
see page 6

“Category 5 Tree” new addition
to Kenner’s sculpture garden

Sculpture honors first settlers,
farmers of Kenner

Luis Colmenares, a New Orleans-born metal artist who owns Art Metal
Studios in Chalmette, was inspired to create “Category 5 Tree” as an addition
to numerous large well-known sculptures he has produced in and around the
metro area, including designs in Emeril’s New Orleans, NOLA, K. Paul’s Louisiana Kitchen and Red Fish Grill, as well as the interiors of many fine New
Orleans homes. Colmenares is also known for his movie prop creations for
some of Hollywood’s biggest names. Well known as a metal artist, Colmenares
also creates paintings, designs interiors and works in almost any medium.

In mid-April 2017, another sculpture was donated by Kenner residents
Henry and Pat Shane to add to the sculpture garden on the Power Boulevard
median in Kenner. Titled “Kenner Farmer,” it is a nine-foot sculpture by H.
Grace Boyle, a local artist.
“I did not use a mold. I free-handed it, meaning I directly sculpted it,
kind of like modeling clay, except much more difficult,” said Boyle. “Ground
stone and gravity don’t play nicely. It was challenging, but Mr. Shane was bold
enough to take a chance on me so I rose to the occasion.”
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Fright Light
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Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover
the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of
approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.
Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in paleontology:
how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

May 6
“Secret Life of Pets”
May 13 “Finding Dory”
May 20 “Trolls”
May 27

“Sing”

Saturdays – 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color
and light. Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez,
Lady GaGa, Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten,
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes

Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree
House fans of all ages.

2017
FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY
Heritage Park
MAY 5 “CINCO DE MAYO”

FREE PARKING
AND ADMISSION

410 WILLIAMS BOULEVARD
ACROSS FROMEXHIBITION HALL

OPEN EVERY
SATURDAY
from 8AM - 1PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies,
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!
To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

6:00 Treces Del Sur • 7:00 The Band Epic
6:30-9:30

May 12
May 19
May 26

No Idea
The Phunky Monkeys
90 Degrees West

NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK

468-7231

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket

Farmers Market_1-4 Page_0517.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0517.indd 1

4/29/17 4:02 PM
4/29/17 4:04 PM
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Recipe Corner

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

Crawfish Boil Pasta
By foodieforone.com

After an Easter Sunday crawfish
boil my son took his leftover
ingredients and did this.
It’s amazing!
BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

INGREDIENTS
One stick of butter; One pint of whipping cream; 1 clove of garlic,
smashed; 1/2 teaspoon of Cajun Seasoning; 1 shake of hot sauce; 1/2 cup
of fresh grated Parmesan; 1/2 cup of fresh grated gruyere cheese; 1 cup fresh
chopped parsley; 1 pound to 1 1/2 pounds boiled Crawfish tails; 1/2 pound
boiled smoked sausage from a crawfish boil; 2 cups sliced boiled mushrooms
from a crawfish boil
DIRECTIONS
Sauté butter and whipping cream together. Allow to simmer, then add garlic,
Cajun seasoning, hot sauce, cheeses and parsley.
Simmer a moment or two then add crawfish, sausage and mushrooms.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Simmer a bit more and serve over boiled linguini or the pasta of your choice
with an hot Italian or French bread loaf.

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

Enjoy!

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including
movement screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis.
You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Afternoon evening yoga and ﬁtness classes
> Early morning & after work appointments available
purefitnessnola

mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt

trainerlovitt

MATT LOVITT
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005
504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com

Group Sessions & One-On-One
Full Evaluation Private Training
Experience, Results, Convenience & Patience
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is a valuable asset from economic development
Ochsner Pharmacy and Wellness at OMC-Kenner and
and Children and the Krewe of Excalibur’s Makeand public health aspects
the Ochsner Health Center Fitness Center. There is A-Wish Foundation along with helping the Vineyard
By Allan Katz
The rise of
Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner is a wonderful public health story.
At the same time, it is one of the best economic
development stories in the city of Kenner as OMCKenner invests millions of dollars in new facilities
and equipment.
It all started in 2006 when Ochsner purchased
what was then known as the Kenner Regional
Medical Center from Tenet Healthcare. At the time,
KRMC was a nice little hospital but not a really big
deal from an economic development perspective.
But that was then. Today, OMC-Kenner has
764 employees, including doctors, nurses, medical
professionals and administrative support employees.
There are 632 Ochsner physicians that treat patients
at the hospitals and clinics in Kenner. Many people
who work at the Kenner Ochsner facilities live in
the city and are part of the local economy. And, the
employees who don’t live in Kenner nevertheless
eat in the city’s restaurants, shop at its stores and
contribute to the city’s economy.

MAY 2017

There are 41 specialties represented on the
medical staff. In 2016, OMC-Kenner alone treated
171,587 patients who came to the hospital for services.
In the last three years, OMC-Kenner has
invested $8.7 million in the hospital, providing
services and facilities that were previously
unavailable in the city of Kenner.
One of the newest projects in Kenner is the
renovated First Bank building near the intersection
of Williams Boulevard and West Esplanade Avenue.
It is called Ochsner Urgent Care and Occupational
Health. The urgent care facility is there to care for all
the minor emergencies and injuries that life inflicts
on us. Starting in June, the occupational medicine
clinic starting will offer companies a chance to sign
up with Ochsner to get medical services for their
employees, which can range from a pre-employment
physical and drug testing to a personalized long-term
preventive medicine screening program.
The list of Ochsner facilities in Kenner in
addition to OMC-Kenner and Ochsner Urgent Care
and Occupational Health Clinics are Ochsner Therapy
and Wellness and Ochsner Health Center in Driftwood,
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Church Bag Hunger Food Pantry. OMC-Kenner has
also supported the Kenner Summer Hispanic Fest,
provided free podiatry screenings at the Rivertown
10K Run/Walk, given educational presentations at
the Kenner Health Discovery Science Academy and
provided stroke awareness education for the Kenner
Council of Aging.
I’m very optimistic about Kenner’s immediate
future. I think the new airport terminal on the north
side of the airport tract will be a major catalyst for
economic growth. I believe that the Ochsner facility
is going to continue to invest and grow. And, I think
that the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy,
which has plans to move to a new campus in North
Kenner, is on track to become one of America’s
elite schools that attracts outstanding faculty and
students. Beyond that, I think Kenner is fortunate
right now in having excellent political and business
leadership. We wish the team at the Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner the very best. They are helping the
city of Kenner grow in a positive way.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

also an excellent emergency room with a well-trained
staff that will respond to all kind of patients.
OMC-Kenner Chief Executive Officer Stephen
Robinson Jr. says that the medical complex sees itself
as a partner of the city of Kenner. “Since Ochsner
acquired what is now Ochsner Medical CenterKenner in 2006, we have been privileged to serve
as a vital resource to our neighbors in the Kenner
community and beyond. We remain committed to
continuing to invest in this community and providing
the most up-to-date facilities and services to our
neighbors. Our entire staff takes pride in being part of
the Kenner community which we regard as one of the
most outstanding cities and one of the best places to
live and work in the Gulf South,” says Robinson.
Being a good corporate citizen OMC-Kenner
provides the Kenner Police Department with
free blood pressure screenings. And OMC-Kenner
has been a very strong partner in philanthropic
endeavors in the city of Kenner participating in
numerous charitable events such as the Kenner Wine
and Food Event benefitting the Louisiana Hospitality
Foundation, the KBA holiday party benefitting
Angel’s Place and Metropolitan Center for Woman

President Trump believes in peace through strength
By Jeff Crouere his attack was met by impressive military might.
With
the
successful
missile
strike against a Syrian
air base on April
6, 2017, President
Donald
Trump
accomplished many important goals. He sent a welldefined signal that the use of chemical weapons will
not ever be tolerated. In vigorously responding to
atrocities committed by Syrian dictator Bashar alAssad, the president distinguished himself from the
weak policies pursued by the Obama administration.
While President Obama waffled over his “red line”
in Syria and failed to act, Trump moved quickly and
decisively in responding to the Syrian threat.
The president acted less than 72 hours after
Assad used chemical weapons to attack a rebel held
area, Idlib Province. It was a resolute decision that
reassured American allies and sent a clear message
to our enemies, such as North Korean dictator Kim
Jong-un, that this president will not hesitate to use
military force if necessary.
Another definite result of the president’s
military order is that the fantasy about Russian
collusion in the 2016 election has been shattered
to smithereens. After eight months of investigation,
the Democrats have produced no evidence that
Trump campaign operatives colluded with Russian
officials to steal the election from Hillary Clinton.
If Donald Trump was a puppet of Russian
President Vladimir Putin, he would not have
launched the devastating attack on a Syrian air
base. This strong missile strike against a Russian
ally obviously upset and rattled Putin, who
admitted that relations between the two countries
had reached a “new low.” During the Obama
administration, Assad’s use of chemical weapons
was met by only rhetoric, but, in this administration,

If the Russians had supported any candidate
in the 2016 presidential election, it surely would
have been Hillary Clinton. She advocated a “reset”
of Russian relations and spoke very positively
of helping the government. In a March 24, 2010
interview, Hillary told Russian journalist Vladimir
Posner that “our goal is to strengthen Russia.”
While Hillary Clinton was secretary of state
and during the second term of President Obama,
the Russians grew in influence in the Middle East,
established a stronghold in Syria, destabilized
Ukraine and invaded Crimea, annexing the region.
In the process, Clinton and Obama did nothing to
stop them.
Under President Obama, the U.S. military
suffered tremendously with dangerous cuts to our
defense forces, resulting in our country’s smallest
armed forces since before World War II. In contrast,
Trump campaigned on a clear platform of rebuilding
our military and, as president, he has called for a
$54 billion increase in defense spending.
Ironically, during the campaign, Clinton
supporters ridiculed Donald Trump for his lack of
foreign policy experience. Democrats and their
supporters in the media claimed that Trump
would lead the United States in a very dangerous
direction. Instead, the president has demonstrated
impressive skill in navigating the turbulent waters
of foreign policy and national security.
Soon after the missile strike in Syria, the U.S.
unleashed the largest bomb in our arsenal against
Islamic State terrorists in eastern Afghanistan.
The bomb, informally known as the “Mother of
all Bombs,” destroyed a network of Islamic State
tunnels used by the terrorists to escape to Pakistan.
This successful bombing killed approximately
100 terrorists, but not one innocent civilian. The
president had authorized our commanders in
Afghanistan to take appropriate action in the fight

against Islamic terrorism. This well-placed trust
in our military leaders paid great dividends in this
bombing.
These muscular military actions in the fight
against Islamic terrorism were followed by the
president’s decision to send “an armada” of our U.S.
Navy toward the communist nation of North Korea
as tensions with the country continued to escalate.
President Trump also dispatched Vice President
Mike Pence to South Korea to send a strong signal
to the North Korean dictator.
The overall result of the latest moves by
President Trump is that “there’s a new sheriff in
town,” according to U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham
(R-SC). Many former critics of President Trump, like
Graham, are delighted that these tough decisions
have been made. It seems the American people are
also in agreement and polls show staunch support
for the president’s recent use of military power.
It is refreshing to have a president who no
longer will apologize for our country and is not afraid
to utilize American military power if necessary. As
we discovered during the Reagan administration,
the best way to keep the peace is to establish
unmistakable American military strength. This is
a lesson our new president, unlike his predecessor,
seems to understand very well.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his award winning program, “Ringside Politics”
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM and
www.Wgso.com. Crouere is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries
on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.
JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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The first 100 days
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
When we took office 100 days ago, this
administration promised to stream-line
government wherever possible, improve productivity,
accessibility and eliminate waste, all without incurring
any additional cost to residents and continue to pursue
opportunities for economic development, attracting
new residents and families. That has been this administration’s focus, while operating with transparency and

always keeping the trust of the public in mind.
In our first 100 days, among our accomp-lishments are:
Leadership
Staffing: We added dedicated and talented public administrators with experience working at the parish, state and federal levels. With regional cooperation
so crucial, the expertise of Chief Administrative Officer
Deborah Foshee and Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Kriss Fortunato will be vital for the city to flourish.

Recognizing the importance of institutional knowledge,
we have been fortunate to maintain experienced employees and place them in positions that will maximize
efficiency within city departments.
Council member briefings: Transparency in
city government and regular communication with
City Council members both have been a priority since
we took office. We instituted bi-weekly meetings with
individual council members to address upcoming
legislation, answer questions and discuss any other
areas of common concern.
Quarterly director’s meetings: The first of
these sessions was held in March. They are designed
to provide leadership, training and information for our
department directors. We will focus on leadership seminars and education on a variety of topics so that Ken-

ner city employees will continue to provide exceptional
public service to residents, businesses and visitors.
Cultural diversity coordinator
We utilized an open executive assistant position
within the administration to create a cultural diversity
coordinator. Longtime Kenner resident Rafael Saddy
works closely with businesses and individuals whose
first language is not English so they have access to and
clearly understand available services for families and
businesses. While Rafael speaks Spanish and about one
out of every four Kenner residents is Hispanic, this effort is much broader. Nearly one-third of Kenner’s population is Hispanic, Asian or a combination of ethnicities.
Rafael is working with departments such as Code Enforcement, for example, to reach out to business owners
page 22

Police
Buckle up for 2017 “National
Click It or Ticket”
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
The
Kenner
Police Department is
once again joining local and national law enforcement agencies and safety
advocates across the country in support of the 2017 National Click It or Ticket Seat Belt Enforcement Mobilization, taking place May 22 through June 4, 2017. Police
will be ticketing unbelted vehicle occupants around the
clock during this period. It’s important that you take
heed of the life-saving benefits of wearing a seatbelt

and not disregard this essential safety measure. This
enforcement period comes ahead of the Memorial Day
holiday, one of the busiest travel weekends of the year.
According to research conducted by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, while 88.5 percent of passenger vehicle occupants buckled up in 2015,
almost 50 percent of occupants of fatal crashes nationwide are not restrained. In some states, the rate is as
high as 70 percent unrestrained in fatal crashes. This
fact gravely highlights the need for increased enforce-

ment and awareness of seat belt use.
This year, NHTSA is aiming to increase campaign
participation even more by coordinating a “Coast to
Coast” seat belt enforcement effort, to include all law
enforcement around specific interstate corridors, such
as I-10, I-12 and I-55. This effort does not limit Click
It or Ticket enforcement to these corridors or prevent
states from participating in the campaign; rather, these
corridors will serve to link and highlight the “Coast to
Coast” seat belt enforcement effort. All law enforcement agencies can join the effort to emphasize the
“Coast to Coast” effort.
As law enforcement, we have a special role
in helping protect the safety of our citizens, from
the East to the West Coast. Time after time, we see
the deadly results that come from drivers and passengers refusing to wear a seat belt. Wearing a seat
belt is one of the most important steps in increasing
survivability in a crash. Our job is to stop those who
are not buckled up, and to keep them from repeating
this potentially deadly mistake.
From 2011 to 2015, seat belts saved nearly 64,000
lives. In 2015, an additional 2,804 lives could have been
saved if all unrestrained occupants involved in fatal
crashes had worn their seat belts.
Nighttime also poses a particularly dangerous
threat to vehicle occupants, which is why an impor-

tant part of our safety message to motorists includes
the words “day and night.” In 2015, about 57 percent
of passenger vehicle occupants who were killed during
the nighttime hours of 6:00 p.m. to 5:59 a.m. were not
wearing their seat belts. More people are being killed
in nighttime crashes than ever before and we are going
to be targeting nighttime seat belt violators as a result.
Law enforcement agencies will write citations day and
night, with a zero-tolerance approach.
Hundreds of thousands of citizens will be traveling this Memorial Day weekend, as well as throughout the summer vacation season. We want to make
sure that people are buckling up to keep themselves
and their families safe. It is the greatest defense in
a vehicle crash.
For more information on the Click It or Ticket
campaign, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/ciot.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. You can also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple and
Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for
the latest updated crime, traffic and other law
enforcement-related information..

Community
City of Kenner presented with donation from Deutsches Haus

• Forever Pricing
• Innovative Technology
• Compassionate Care
Call to schedule a tour of our state-of-the-art community!

504-265-1546
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

On March 27, 2017, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn (second from left) was presented
with a $22,000 donation check from Deutsches Haus officials which will be used
for city events. Pictured left to right are Deutsches Haus members Jack Gonzales,
Keith Oldendorf and Donald Williams. Deutsches Haus, a regional German heritage
society, moved its annual Oktoberfest, a long standing tradition from the organization
dedicated to German culture and language, to Kenner’s Rivertown in 2011.
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Many new projects proposed for District 3
By Keith Reynaud – Kenner District 3 Councilman
There are a
number of important
projects going on
throughout District 3
– from beautification
and safety improvements to the construction of a
new Hispanic Resource Center – that I want to share
with residents.
All of these projects represent a significant
investment in the district and something that will
benefit the city as a whole. Investing in the city of
Kenner is something I have done since I started my
business in the city 43 years ago.
These projects also match up with the major
concerns of the residents of District 3 – blight,
drainage and infrastructure. These are concerns I
heard when I ran for the council in 2012, and I have
worked hard since then to address these concerns,
which in turn, has lead to increased economic
development in the north Kenner Area.
One major project I am working on with the
administration is the addition of a sidewalk, which
includes lighting and landscaping, along westbound
West Esplanade Avenue between Martinique Avenue
and Schill Avenue. The engineering and design
phase of this project was funded by the council office
and I am hoping to have this project added to the

2017-2018 citywide capital budget so construction
can begin this year of which funding will be partially
from District 3 capital funds.
The Beachview Heights Recreation Complex is
getting a much needed facelift, which started with
resurfacing the blacktop in front of the tennis courts.
Plans are in the works to replace the rubber surface
under the tot lot and to install new play equipment.
Planting additional trees and bushes will bring it all
together and create a beautiful park that we can all
be proud of. The council office has also invested in
Galatas Gym and Playground as well as Greenlawn
Playground as recreation funding has become
available.
Plans to build a new Kenner Hispanic Resource
Center will be completed in the next 60 days. The
council approved the transfer of funds from the sale
of city-owned property to an account earmarked for
the HRC. The new facility is planned to be built at
39th street and Florida Avenue, which is currently
the Greenlawn Terrace pocket park and that park
will be incorporated into the design.
In May 2016, Digital Engineering was asked
to perform a traffic study on Vintage Drive near its
intersection with Illinois Avenue due to the number
of accidents that have occurred within the past
three years near this intersection. The purpose of

Community
Recreation improvements almost completed
in Kenner
A recreation improvement project from the Kenner 2030 plan that grouped
improvements to Kenner City
Park, Wentwood Playground
and Woodlake Playground,
is almost completed. A new
maintenance storage shed
added to Kenner City Park
is finished as well as a new
skate plaza that was added to
Opening day at Wentwood Skate Plaza in Kenner
Wentwood Playground which
is now open to the public. The
2,400-square-foot facility includes steps and ramps
Kenner City Pavilion will be used for outdoor cerfor skaters and is designed to provide a safe venue
emonies and other social events and parties. “The
for this increasingly popular sport. The skate plaza
terrace garden adds a great option to expand events
was built by Gottfried Construction at an approxi- to a beautiful outdoor space equipped with wall
mate cost of $350,000.
planters for privacy,” said Diaz. “We expect comple“The skate plaza has grabbed attention from the
tion before the end of the May.”
skate community in Kenner and surrounding areas,”
Also scheduled to be ready this month are
said Kenner Parks and Recreation Assistant Direc- refinements to the Woodlake Playground softball/
tor Kerri M. Diaz. “We believe this will be one of the
baseball field. “This field has been upgraded to a
busiest spots in Kenner. Kenner will now have the
tournament quality standard that is sure to attract
only skate park on the East Bank of Jefferson Par- traveling teams and more tournaments to Kenish. The skate plaza will invite skaters, skateboarder
ner. Also added to Woodlake Playground is a new
and bikers to enjoy an area specifically designed for
concession stand and new restrooms making the
them.” The ribbon cutting and grand opening was
location more convenient and more efficient,” said
held on April 28, 2017. The skate park will open at
Diaz. “Along with Muss Bertolino and Butch Duhe
10:00 a.m. daily until dusk. Park hours may be ad- playgrounds, Woodlake gives the city a third quality
justed as lighting is added in the future.
tournament location in the city of Kenner. These adNot far from completion is a walking track ex- ditions improve the quality of life and will provide a
pansion and new enhanced terrace garden at Ken- great economic impact to the city. The recreation
ner City Park. The half-mile walking track expansion
department is extremely excited about all of these
will now offer the choice of a quarter-mile walk or a
much needed improvements in our city.”.
half-mile walk. The new terrace garden outside the

In closing, I would like to thank you for allowing
me to represent you, the residents of District 3, and I
look forward to continue working to make our great
city even better.
As always, please do not hesitate to call our office
at 468-7249 if you have any questions, comments or
complaints. We are here to serve you.

this report is to assess the location and provide any
potential improvements that can be made in the
area to minimize future incidents. In discussion with
the Kenner Department of Public Works and the
administration, the following safety measures were
evaluated – the addition of guardrails and/or cable
barriers, adding more warning signs, striping, lights
and radar speed control signs. The city will consider
these recommendations and come up with options to
make this area safer for motorists and homeowners.
We are optimistic that these improvements will be
included in the citywide capital budget for the next
fiscal year.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud’s
office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in
Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman
Reynaud can be reached at 468-7249 or by email at
kreynaud@kenner.la.us.

MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 14!

15% Off

Gift Certificates
Purchase May 2 - May 14

465.9590 |

www.georgyssalonspa.com

|

701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
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directed by:
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Community

Chateau Golf and Country Club offers three summer camps for kids open to all
Chateau Golf and Country Club is again offering three summer camps
for kids this summer that are open to the public.
“This is the fifth year that our summer camps have been open to families that are non-members,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general manager
at Chateau. “Camaraderie and keeping the children active are two of the
main goals of all of our camps. By offering different sports and crafts, we
keep the kids busy while having fun along with building friendships. Some
of my best summers were spent right here at Chateau on the swim team and
now I get to see my daughters and other children enjoy the same activities.”
The three camps being offered are a golf clinic for ages seven
and up, an “Ultimate Fun Camp” and an arts camp for children five
through 12.
The golf clinic will be supervised by Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional Wayne Fuselier. There will be two sessions – June 6 through

The city of Kenner’s Department of Parks and Recreation will again
sponsor a free community event, “Movies in the Park,” in Heritage Park in
Rivertown each Saturday in May at 8:00 p.m. On May 6 through May 27, 2017,
“Movies in the Park” will be open to the public and will feature full-length
family-oriented movie features shown on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen in
high-definition. Moviegoers are encouraged to bring chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which will be reminiscent of an old-time drive-in movie theater,
weather permitting. Concessions will be sold, but in order to keep the movies
free, no outside food or drink will be allowed. Pets are not allowed, as well.
The movies being shown are “Secret Life of Pets” on May 6, “Finding

SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

1/25/13

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

through Friday. Space is limited, sign up is required by the Thursday prior
to the first day of camp and no walk-ins will be permitted. Fees also include
snack, lunch, drinks and one camp T-shirt. For more information, call Stacey or Lee at 467-1351.
The arts camp will offer two sessions Monday through Friday on June
12 through June 16 and July 10 through July 14 from 10:30 a.m. until noon.
Children ages five through 12 are welcome. Fees will be $80 per child per
session for the children of members and $90 per child per session for the
children of non-members. Instruction will include jewelry making, painting
and various arts and crafts projects. Fees include snacks, drinks and supplies. For more information call 467-1351.
“Summer is always a special time for country clubs and we look forward to spending our summer with new and familiar faces at Chateau,”
said Yenni..

Family-oriented “Movies in the Park” in Rivertown every Saturday in May

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

June 9 and July 11 through July 14, 2017. The camp will be held Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Fees for the children
of Chateau members will be $70 per child per session and $80 for nonmembers per child per session. Instruction will include putting, chipping, bunker shots, long irons and short irons, fairway shots and tee
shots. Other activities include Chateau Putt Putt, golf course etiquette
and dress code and actual playing on the course. For more information
contact Fuselier at 467-1351 or golfpro@chateaugcc.com.
The “Ultimate Fun Camp” for children ages five through 12 will offer three sessions – May 30 through June 2, June 26 through June 30 and
August 7 through August 11, 2017. Fees are $230 per child per session for
the children of members and $265 per child per session for children of nonmembers. Instruction will include tennis, soccer, golf, swimming, cooking
and arts and crafts. Sessions will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Dory” on May 13, “Trolls” on May 20 and “Sing” on May 27.
For more information call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.

May free “Music in the Park” concert series returns
For the eleventh spring, the popular live “Music in the Park” concert series returns to Kenner’s Rivertown, starting May 5, 2017. Rivertown will come alive on four Friday nights as popular local cover bands
perform on the back porch of the Kenner Produce Company shed of
7:33 PMHeritage Park, located in the 300 block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free concerts, held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
booths will be manned by local food, refreshment and craft vendors.
Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside food
or drink will be permitted.
Since the opening night of Music in the Park is Cinco de Mayo,
there will be a special celebration with the band Treces Del Sur starting off at 6:00 p.m. with Epic playing from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
No Idea will be performing on May 12. May 19 brings in The Phunky

Monkeys. 90 Degrees West will round out the series on May 26.
For more information call 468-7231.

Lafreniere Park’s Spray Pad is open
Lafreniere Park’s Spray Pad, located adjacent to the carousel in Lafreniere Park at 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie, opened on April 1, 2017.
The spray park will be open from noon to 7:00 p.m. and will remain open
during these hours on Saturdays and Sundays until late May 28 when the
spray pad will be open seven days per week until mid-August 2017.
The spray pad sprays more than 135 gallons of water per minute and
covers approximately 4,000 square feet of surface.

Children 10 years of age and younger can enjoy in-ground water spray
features alternating with five above-ground water spray attractions including water “cannons.”
The cost is $5 per person per 90-minute session. Food, drinks, glass
containers, toys and floats are strictly prohibited.
For more information or to reserve a private party, call the Lafreniere
Park Office at 838-4389.

Police

Kenner Police to participate in “Law Enforcement Torch Run” on
May 18, open to public
The Jefferson Parish leg of the Louisiana Law Enforcement Torch
COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

The Kenner Police Department along with Harahan Police Department,
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, Louisiana State Police Troop B, Probation
and Parole, DEA, FBI, Secret Service, U.S. Marshals and numerous other
agencies, military and civilians will participate in the 30th annual Louisiana
Law Enforcement Torch Run on Thursday, May 18, 2017 to benefit Special
Olympics Louisiana. Local officers have carried the “Flame of Hope” for Special Olympics throughout the area since the event came to Louisiana in 1985.
To date, the Law Enforcement Torch Run is the largest fundraising and public
awareness campaign for Special Olympics programs around the world. This
event is open to the public. This is a group formation run at a 10-minute mile
pace. There are neither walkers nor bikers in this event for safety reasons.

Run route begins at approximately 8:00 a.m. Runners will start at Lafreniere Park, located at 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie, and will run
west on Veterans Boulevard towards the Kenner Police Complex, located
at 500 Veterans Boulevard, where the run will end. The length of the route
is approximately 3.1 miles. The entry cost is $25 which will include registration, T-shirt and food and entertainment after the run. Entrants must
register no later than May 1, 2017 to receive a T-shirt for the run. Registration the day of the run is available.
For more information to run, purchase shirts or donate (all money
raised will go to Louisiana Special Olympics) contact Officer Ninoska Guggenheim of the KPD Community Relations Division at 712-2294 or nguggenheim@kennerpd.com
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Community
The Esplanade announces opening of its newest store, Willow Boutique
“Looking for fun fashions and must have accessories for summer? Look no further as the Willow
Boutique has all the latest trends for your ‘fun in the
sun’ events and parties,” said Ellie
Thomas, The Esplanade Marketing
Manager.
On April 25, 2017, The Esplanade announced the official
opening of their newest local retailer, Willow Boutique, further
enhancing the range of options for
shoppers. The trendy store is 1,100
square feet of fashions, accessories,
shoes and home décor located on
the lower level of the center across
from Charlotte Russe, right off center court.
Willow Boutique got its start
online in 2015 and quickly grew to have a large, loyal
doing it. Their business quickly grew, their garages
“So when the opportunity to open Willow Boufollowing. Owners Julie Allen and Paola Catalinotto,
became
full
of
inventory
and
they
decided
it
was
time
tique
in The Esplanade arose,” said Thomas. “They
Golf Camp
best friends ofUltimate
15 years, decidedFun
to startCamp
their busifor a storefront. “This mall is home to us as our first
knew
they
had to give it a shot. When the perfect spot
ness as a hobby. Both women work full-time jobs, are
jobs as teenagers were at The Esplanade,” ” said both
became
available
they made
their vision
come to &
life.”
Instruction will include:
Putting,
Chipping
married and have children, but wanted to have someAllen“Ultimate
and Catalinotto.
Join
us
for
3
fun
filled
weeks
at
our
“We
hope
that
the
addition
of
Willow
Boutique
thing they could call their own and have fun while
Bunker Shots, Long Irons, Short Irons, Fairway

FUN Camp”! This summer camp will showcase all
we offer here at Chateau. Camp activities include:

9

will create the change that The Esplanade needs,”
said Allen. “Our hope is to help bring The Esplanade
back to life, have a thriving business in the city of
Kenner and have locals support the beautiful center
and our business,” said Catalinotto.
Willow Boutique is open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. and on Sunday
from noon until 6:00 p.m.
The Esplanade offers short-term leasing for
community events, meetings, entrepreneurial ventures, expanding businesses and business incubators.
The Esplanade’s Specialty Leasing Department’s
manager is Kami Grayson. “I would love to schedule
a meeting with anyone about specialty leasing and
about other business opportunities,” said Grayson.
The Esplanade’s current management company since September 2016, Pacific Retail Capital
Partners (PRCP) is one of the nation’s premier retail operators of large open-air centers and enclosed
malls, with more than $1.2 billion in retail assets
currently under management. “With a keen focus on
enhancing the value and quality of its growing portfolio, PRCP is dedicated to creating a unique, strategic
vision for each property and exceeding the highest
expectations of retail investors, retailers and consumers,” said Grayson.

Health

Woods & Tee Shots. Other Activities will include: Chateau Putt Putt, Golf Course Etiquette
and Dress Code, & Actual Playing on the Course!
Children 7 and up only, please.

Tennis
Swimming Services hosts “Your Kidneys and You” educational presentation
Kenner Department
ofCommunity
Soccer
Cooking

Golf
The city Camp
of Kenner Department of Community

30 minutes with a question and answer session to follow.
One in three American adults are at risk for kidney
 Golf
 Arts and Crafts
Development is hosting an educational presentation
National Kidney Foundation of Louisiana Comadults have kidney disease
Times:disease. 26 million American
Dates:
Instruction
include:
&
entitled
“Your Kidneys will
and You”
in order toPutting,
help people Chipping
munity Development
and Programs Manager Tracey
– andFriday
most aren’t aware ofJune
it. Risk
factors for kidney disTuesday7-10
Camp
Registration
Info family history
learn more about the function of their kidneys, why kid- Eldridge will present “Your Kidneys and You” at the
ease include
diabetes,
high blood pressure,
Every
dayhealth,
is fullwhat
of kidney
funShort
and
learning
and your
child
July
12-15
Bunker
Shots,
Irons,
Fairway
neys are
important
to their Long
diseaseIrons,
educational
presentation scheduled for Friday, May9am-10:30am
12, and age 60 For
plus.more
People
of
African
Hispanic,
information or toAmerican,
reserve your
spot,
have
a blast!
Allthey
children
5-12
are
is, whoWoods
is at riskwill
for
andOther
how
can pro- ages
2017,
2:00inp.m. at the Martin Luther King Community
Native American,
Asian or Pacific
Islander descent are
call (504)467-1351
or email
&kidney
Teedisease
Shots.
Activities
will
tect their kidneys.
This free to
educational
presentation is
Resource Center located at 1042 31st Street in Kenner.
at increasedar@chateaugcc.como:
risk for developing the disease. African
welcome
participate!
Sign Up:
clude:
Chateau
Putt
Putt,
Golftheir
Course
available
to anyone
who wishes
to learn
more about
For Etiquette
more information contact Rose Behan at the MLK Americans are
three
and one-half times more likely, and

50%
registration for non-members
Times:
Dates:Community Resource Center at 466-0697.
kidneys
and
their
health.
The
presentation
will
last
about
Hispanics
one
and
one-half
more
likely to experiContact Chateau PGA Headtimes
Golf
Professional,
and Dress Code, & Actual Playing on the Course!

Monday-Friday

May 31st - June 3rd

ence kidney failure.
The National Kidney Foundation of Louisiana (NKFLA) is the major statewide voluntary non-profit health
organization dedicated to preventing kidney and urinary
tract diseases, improving the health and well-being of
individuals affected by these diseases and increasing the
availability of all organs for transplantation. For more
information about the NKF visit www.kidneyla.org.

 Children picked up after 15 minutes or

Wayne Fuselier at
(504)
or golfsubject
to $10467-1351
late fee
pro@chateaugcc.com
 Extra T-Shirt if you sign up forCamp
2 or more
Registration Info

Children
7 and up only, please.Juny 27th - July 1st
9:00am-3:00pm

SUMMER

CHATEAU

Chateau Golf and Country Club
August 1st-5th

Times:
Dates:
TuesdayFriday
June 7-10
Sign Up:
Space is LIMITED. Sign
is REQUIRED by the
9am-10:30am
July up
12-15

Fees:

camps!

For more information or to reserve your spot,
call (504)467-1351 or email
ar@chateaugcc.como:

$65 Wk/ MemberCamp
$75 Wk/ Non-member.
Children’s
Summer
2017
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Chateau Golf & Country Club is
Other Family Activities
HATEAU
for our
members
 Extra T-Shirt if you sign up for 2 or more
the
PERFECT place to bring your
ins
will
be
permitted.
Sign Up:
camps!
tional Snacks Bingo
 Additional
t-shirts can be purchased for $10.kids, grandkids, neighbors &
Usually held on Wednesday evenings
or Sunday
evenings.
Great
for
all
ages.
$2/per
card
and
Contact
Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional,
Chateau
Golf & Country
Club
is
friends this
summer!
Each
month
Other Family Activities
Fees:
winners choose their prizes!
for our members
the PERFECT place to bring your
we
offer
a
variety
of
summer
$225
Wk/Child
(Members).
$260
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7 & upor golfBingo
WayneCamp
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(504) 467-1351
Wed Nite Buffet
kids, grandkids, neighbors &
Usually held on Wednesday evenings or Sunday
evenings.
Great for all ages. $2/per card and
1st Wednesday of every month is Kids
Nite!
Instruction
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Putting,Snack,
Chipping
& Bunker
Shots,and
Long Irons, Short Irons,
members
. Includes
lunch,
& drinks,
friendsfun
this summer!
Each month
camps and
activities
for the
winners
choose their prizes!
ArtsReceive
Camp
–
Ages
5-12
pro@chateaugcc.com
one free kids meal w/each adult meal!
we offer a variety of summer
Fairway1Woods
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they will
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Wed Nite Buffet
The Chateau
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Swim
Team
camp t-shirt
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projects
Wednesday of every and
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April 9th.Children
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of
Arts Camp.
ages
5-12
are
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to
sign
up.
Fees:
Fun Day
We also offer private and semiApril 9th. $10/ per child. A sneak preview of
summer activities!
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We also
private and semiMonday
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June 12-16private
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14
summer pm
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Swim
Team
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for
swim,
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private
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session Non-member rate: $80 per non-member
Movies & Music by the Pool
Movies
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by the
Poolper
$65 Wk/
$75 Wk/
Member
rate:
$80 per
child
week.
Non-member
rate:
$90
per
child
pertrained
week
On most Friday evenings in the summer, we
lessons by certified and
On most
evenings
in the summer,
we
children & teens
andFriday
helps
develop
their
coordiwill feature
a poolside movie or dj for your en- lessons by certified and trained
Includes Camp T-shirt, Refreshments, & Nutritional Snacks.
instructors.
tertainment.
Includes
drinks,
and
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feature a poolside
movie
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Includes
Camp PGA
T-shirt,
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•
50%
registration
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for
non-members
welcome to join
the team.
In addition
to
practicKids will enjoy jewelry making, painting, and all
Memorial
Day (Pool’s
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• Children
up after
end), Julypicked
4th, & Labor
Day Poolside Luau
sorts of fun arts & craft projects at our Arts
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willfeatures
hosta delicious
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celebration
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are subject
$10 late fee
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and a swim
team T-shirt
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in July.
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WWW.CHATEAUGCC.COM
Ultimate
Fun
Camp
–
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•
Extra
if
you
sign
up
for 2 are
or more
Arts & Crafts
The
Chateau
Stingrays
Swim
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Join us for 3 fun filled weeks at our “Ultimate FUN Camp!” This summer campMon,
will Tues,Ultimate
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Camps!
Poolside Luau
showcase all we offer here at Chateau. Camp activities include: Tennis, Soccer,Wednesdays
Golf,
• Additional
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inPlease
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check our Communique for upcoming
Times:
Dates:Every
Swimming,
Cooking
and Arts andsummer
Crafts.
day is
Swim Team
is a wonderful
activity
forsure to be full of fun and learning.
the kidschild
and theyou
wholeshould
family!
$10. foryour
to activities
register
Juneages
13-17
Your childMonday-Friday
will have a blast! All children
5-12 are welcome to participate! made plans for
WWW.CHATEAUGCC.COM
children
&
teens
and
helps
develop
their
coordi• For swim
or swim
lesson
Sessions:10:30am-12:00am
Monday – Friday 9:00 am
– 3:00
pm; May 30 - June 2; June 26 - June
30; consider
July
18-22
strongly
whatteam
is offered.
$95 for
1st information call 467-1351 or
email www.chateau.swimtopia.com
August
August 11
Members:
per camaChild, Non-Members $265 Week per
nation,7 -athletic
skills,
and a $230
senseWeek
of team
child. Includes Snack, lunch, & drinks, and 1 camp t-shirt (must be worn everyday). swimmer, $75 for each additional sibling. Sign
raderie. Any member child or grandchild is
up at:https://chateau.swimtopia.com/ Or call
Space is LIMITED. Sign up is REQUIRED by the Thursday prior to the 1st day of camp.
Fees:
Chateau
Golf & Country Club
welcome
to
join
the
team.
In
addition
to
practicNO WALK-INS
WILL
BE
PERMITTED.
the
Chateau
office
for
assistance.
(504)467-1351
$75/ Wk per member. $85/ Wk per non3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351
Each holiday celebration features a delicious
buffet, entertainment, games, and more!

Please check our Communique for upcoming
activities for the kids and the whole family!

es &
meets,
the swim
team
willforms
host
a pool
party
For
more
infomation
and registration
please
Stacey or Lee @ 467-1351
member.
Includes
snacks,
drinks,
andcall
supplies
and a swim team banquet in July. Practices are
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fridays and Meets are
Wednesdays in June. If you haven’t already

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.

www.chateaugcc.com.
Swim Team Social & Info Meeting on
April
h
13 at 5:30pm.
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Home

Concrete staining your patio
By Dan Dormady
Concrete is a
common
building
material used for construction of driveways,
sidewalks, floor slabs, garages, porches and patios.

One disadvantage of concrete is that it is highly porous
material, which means when it is unfinished, it will discolor easily and will show water, dirt and other damage.
A solution to enhance the appearance of both new and
existing concrete is the application of a concrete stain.
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We work harder! We work smarter! We get it right the first
time, so our customers don’t waste their time.

Some people say this might be a lost art, but when we see our customers again, it
will be because we went the extra mile, not because we cut corners.

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

There are manufacturers whose concrete stain
products offer stains that can be combined with a twopart coating such as epoxy, polyurethanes or acrylic
sealers or a solid color stain that requires no sealer. The
solid color stain can be used on concrete slabs, vertical
surfaces, concrete blocks, pavers, imprinted concrete,
exposed aggregate and most cementitious surfaces. It
can be used with stencils or sand-blasted to achieve
patterned effects on both interior and exterior concrete. A further translucent enhancer can be applied to
achieve a natural tint or aged effect.
Concrete stain penetrates the concrete surfaces
to provide a long-lasting weather and ultra violet-resistant coloring solution. Concrete stain can be used to
restore discolored or faded concrete and masonry and
can be color matched to existing color schemes. It penetrates the substrate bonding with the structure and
thus will never crack or peel like paint.
Concrete stain is a superior coloring method for
concrete and masonry resulting in a durable, weather
resistant and attractive concrete finish. Concrete stain
provides a smooth, breathable permanent color to both
interior and exterior concrete or masonry walls, floors
and patio structures.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Real Estate
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Somewhere along the line someone decided that
cutting corners was good business. That may play on
Wall Street, but it doesn’t play at DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
- locally and family owned since 1975.

Concrete stain is not a paint. It is a chemical
reaction with the staining materials penetrating the
concrete and thus provides a long-lasting coloring solution that resists fading or scratching and won’t peel.
Traditional concrete stains are created by acid etching
of concrete. This involves a water-based solution of hydrochloric acid and inorganic salts, which reacts with
minerals and lime in the concrete aggregate and as a
result the coloring occurs. The color profile appears
like marbling with brown and green tones with a natural variation caused by the combination reaction with
the concrete. Typically acid staining is used on concrete
floors and then a sealer is applied to further protect the
concrete.
There are different types of staining materials
and processes for interior and exterior applications, so
getting some professional advice for your project from
a paint store or contractor is recommended. There are
a number of online videos available that will allow you
to decide if you think you can tackle the project or hire
a contractor.
While it is difficult to achieve a professional result without the help of an experienced contractor, it is
possible with proper online research and preparation
to achieve a near-professional result, without the professional cost.
Modern concrete color staining offers a lot more
versatility but applies a similar chemical reaction to allow the stain to penetrate unsealed concrete and react
with the surface to form a deep and permanent coloring. The real beauty of modern stain is the vast array
of colors and effects that can be achieved providing an
almost unlimited color palette plus precisely controlled
color variation to achieve a natural effect.

10 tips for homebuyers and
sellers this spring
By Linda R. Martin
Spring is here
and so is spring home
buying and selling.
The number one regret for both buyers and sellers
is not starting their home search or prepping their
home to sell soon enough.
For buyers
Keep your options open. Many homebuyers say
they also considered renting. Savvy shoppers should
have a “Plan B” in place, hoping to buy if it works out,
but willing to sign a lease for a home if they don’t make
a deal by the time they have to move.
Be realistic with your budget. Once you set it,
stick to it. First-time homebuyers are more likely to
exceed their budget than repeat buyers. Before you
meet with a lender to determine how much mortgage you will be approved for, take a good look at
your individual finances and spending preferences
to determine the monthly payment range that you
feel you can comfortably afford.
Get your financing squared away early. Plan
to meet a few lenders four to six months ahead of
when you’re planning to buy to ensure you can make
a competitive offer quickly when you find your dream
home. The majority of buyers get pre-approved by a
lender before finding a home on which they are interested in placing an offer.
Find an agent with a winning track record.
Take the time to find an agent who has expertise in
fast negotiation, leveraging escalation clauses and
winning bidding wars.

Communication is key. Make sure your preferred
method and frequency of communication matches that
of your agent. In the negotiating process, good communications are the key to success.
And for sellers
Start early and be strategic. Sellers consider putting their home on the market for five months before
they list it, but the top regret is they wish they had spent
more time prepping for the sale.
Work with an agent from the start. The vast majority of sellers who sold quickly and for more money
worked with an agent.
Pay attention to your online curb appeal. The
majority of buyers start their search online. Sellers who
sold their home for more than list price made imagery
and home information available online. Professional
photos, video imagery and drone footage presents the
house in the most favorable light.
Home improvements can be a worthwhile investment. Sellers who fetched above list price tackled
home improvements before listing their home, whether
modifications or renovations.
Don’t be afraid to try again. Nearly half of the
house views occur in the first week the home is on
the market. Proper pricing and presentation are the
keys to a successful contract and sale.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner,
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned
and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerRealtors.com.
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Insurance
Protect your car from the
damaging effects of sun and heat
By Marie M. Clesi
The sun and heat
can be very damaging
to a car. During recent testing, interior air temperatures
have been recorded well in excess of 145° F and vehicle
interior surface temperatures on areas exposed to direct
sunlight in excess of 195°F.
But it’s not just the dashboard and seats that you
need to look out for, a car’s finish and engine are also at
risk. So whether you live in a warm climate year-round
or just need protection during the summer months, it’s
always best to be safe and prepared.
Protecting your interior
Park in the shade. It is the easiest form of protection. By avoiding direct sunlight, you’ll help keep your
dash from drying and cracking. If it is safe to do so, open
the windows a crack to help lower the interior temperature and equalize the air pressure.
Use a windshield sun protector. It’s a great way to
keep your car cool and prevent sun damage. They may
look a little cumbersome at first, but they are really quite
easy to use.
Wipe dash with a microfiber cloth. Dust and dirt
can cause tiny scratches that can become worse over
time. Wipe down the dash frequently to remove all particles. A low-gloss detailing product will also protect it
and reduce glare.
Install seat covers. They not only protect leather
and fabric seats, but they also help keep them cool.
Protect leather seats with a conditioner. The sun
and heat can really do a number on them. To help avoid
cracks or tears, keep seats clean and apply leather conditioner often.
Tips for the exterior
Wash and dry often. Sun and heat can fade and
crack the paint. Frequent washing and hand drying help
remove dirt and dust particles that can cause micro
scratches and dull your car’s finish.
Wax your car. A layer of wax between your car’s
finish and the sun’s ultraviolet rays is a great way to help
protect it. How often a car needs a wax job varies, but it is
best to do it on a regular basis.

Check tire pressure. Hot pavement and underinflated tires can be a dangerous combination and may
lead to a blowout. Even good tires can lose about one
pound of air pressure a month, so it’s really important
to check often when it’s hot. Make sure you follow your
vehicle’s manufacturer recommended tire pressure.
Under the hood
Cooling system. In order to help protect your engine from overheating, make sure it is in good working
order. Have the belts checked and antifreeze/coolant
drained, then replaced on a regular basis as recommended by your vehicle’s manufacturer.
The rest of the fluids. The possibility of overheating greatly increases when fluid levels are below recommended levels. Regularly check motor oil, transmission
fluid, power steering fluid and brake fluid. If any need
to be topped off, check your owner’s manual about the
types of fluids recommended.
Battery. High temperatures and high accessory
loads (use of the vehicles air conditioning) can cause it to
wear out and fail quicker. Have the vehicle’s battery and
complete charging system checked regularly by a professional mechanic to make sure it’s functioning properly.
Air conditioning. Staying cool not only keeps you
comfortable, but can also help you stay alert when driving. If your car’s interior temperature isn’t cool enough,
the refrigerant charge level in the air conditioning system may be low or there may be a more serious problem.
Have it checked by a professional.
Be sure to stay cool and safe no matter how hot
it gets. A little preventative maintenance and simple
upkeep can keep you on the road and out of your mechanic’s garage.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance
Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State
Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health
insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is
located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner.
Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@
statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Education

Career and technical education
provides real world skills for all
students
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System
Superintendent
What makes a good teacher?
What are the qualities needed to transform a classroom into a home and a school community into a family?
Teacher Appreciation Week is May first through
fifth. Our nation honors teachers and celebrates the lasting contribution they make to all our lives.
Thank you to all of our educators! You make a difference in the life of a child every day. If you are a parent,
you know this first-hand. Just think of all the times your
son or daughter has uttered the phrase, “But my teacher
said…”
A teacher’s words carry weight. You educate, guide
and inspire.
Since teachers mean so much to us, I want us all to
do something simple and meaningful for them.

Let’s make Teacher Appreciation Week and the
entire month of May special for as many teachers as possible. Many students write thank you notes to show their
appreciation. Since we all are or have been students, I’m
asking each of you to tell a teacher about the personal
impact they have made in your life. Whether it’s by email,
snail mail or in person, I guarantee your message will put
a smile on their face.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During
his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an
educator, dean of student services, principal, assistant
superintendent of human resources and executive director of grants and federal programs.

11

Offering
comprehensive treatment
of GI disorders

Ochsner Gastroenterology Services
Our multidisciplinary program specializes in the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal
and liver disease. Millions of Americans suffer from some form
of digestive condition, from acid reflux and irritable bowel
syndrome to invasive cancers. Because of Ochsner’s expert
diagnostic capabilities, innovative treatment solutions and
world-class patient care, our program is a leader in the region.

Services Include:
• Advanced Endoscopy

• Crohn’s Disease

• Gastroenterology

• Reflux

• Pancreatic Biliary Services

• GERD

• Liver Disease

FOR PATIENTS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 45-80, SPEAK
WITH YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT THE NEED FOR A
COLONOSCOPY. THE PROCEDURE ONLY TAKES ABOUT
30 MINUTES AND IS AN EASY WAY TO REDUCE YOUR
RISK OF COLON CANCER.

CALL 504-443-9500 TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT WITH ONE
OF OUR SPECIALISTS.

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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Time to Stop Waking Up
Ready for A Nap!

Ovarian cancer screenings:
Myths versus facts
By Michael A. Wiedemann, M.D.

NOW OPEN!

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
SCONO HAS ONE FOCUS:
How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life.
We want to improve your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep medicine.”

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

SCONO’S STATE-OF-THE-ART
SLEEP CENTER PROVIDES
• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia

Visit us online or
call today for an evaluation

Sleep better ..... Live better

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or
WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

405-5582

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Cancer screenings are used to find
cancer at an early stage so that it is easier to treat. Because ovarian cancer is typically caught in an advanced
stage and often goes undetected because the symptoms
resemble common conditions, there are many myths
surrounding routine screening tests.
The biggest myth surrounding ovarian cancer is
that there is a routine screening available – currently
there is no standard or routine screening test for ovarian cancer. While screening is currently being studied,
more sensitive and specific screening is needed to aid in
ovarian cancer detection. So far, routine screening has
not been shown to decrease the death rate for ovarian
cancer compared with routine care, so it is not currently
recommended.
While there is currently no standard screening
available for ovarian cancer, tests that can help detect
it include a pelvic exam, transvaginal ultrasound and
serum tumor markers. Tumor markers are substances
that are created in the body by cancer or in response
to the presence of cancer. While possible markers for
ovarian cancer have been identified, there is no one test
available that is sensitive or specific enough.
While the U.S. Prevention Services Task Force
currently maintains that there is no recommended
screening for ovarian cancer, some groups including
the American Cancer Society advocate for possible
screenings for women with a family history. The
American College of Obstetricians Gynecologist recommends evaluation only in the case of signs/symptoms being present.
In general, ovarian cancer screening is not
recommended for a general population without increased risk or symptoms. Symptoms associated with
ovarian cancer are common and often are due to
other causes and a family history of breast, ovarian,

uterine or colon cancer is important to know in order
to assess your risk.
Common symptoms of ovarian cancer include
persistent or progressive bloating, abdominal or
pelvic pain, difficulty eating, feeling full quickly and
urinary symptoms. Additional symptoms include
fatigue, upset stomach, heartburn, gas or nausea,
back pain, pain with intercourse, constipation, unexplained changes in bowel habits or diarrhea or unexplained weight loss/gain.
Certain risk factors for ovarian cancer include
increasing age (the average age is 63), having a personal or family history of breast, ovarian or colon
cancer and women with an Eastern European (Ashkenazi) Jewish background.
Hereditary risk factors for ovarian cancer include a history of breast, ovarian, pancreatic, prostate
and colorectal cancer in multiple relatives including
parents, siblings, children, grandparents and grandchildren. Genetic mutations BRCA1 or BRCA2 as well
as mutation associated with Lynch Syndrome are also
considered hereditary risk factors. It is important to
be vigilant and see your gynecologist every year for an
exam and to discuss your personal risks.
For more information on ovarian cancer screenings or to schedule an appointment at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner, call 464-8506.
Dr. Michael Wiedemann earned his undergraduate degree from Nicholls State University in
Thibodaux, LA, his medical degree in 1984 from LSU
School of Medicine in New Orleans and completed
his residency at Charity Hospital, LSU Department
of OB-GYN in New Orleans. Dr. Wiedemann is board
certified in obstetrics and gynecology and practices at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.

May is “National Physical
Fitness and Sports Month”
By Craig Goodwin
Since 1983, May
has been observed as
“National Physical Fitness and Sports Month.” Physical fitness is vital to a
healthy lifestyle. During National Physical Fitness and
Sports Month, we need to recognize the importance of
integrating exercise into our daily routines along with
recognizing the importance of living a more active
lifestyle. Physical fitness benefits both the body and
the mind. Regular exercise, along with healthy eating
habits, helps prevent serious health problems and promotes a better lifestyle. Maintaining an active lifestyle
reduces the risks of serious illness such as heart disease,
obesity, diabetes, as well as other serious health problems.
Some interesting statistics on the benefits of exercise include the following.
Physical activities that burn 1,000 to 2,000 calories a week lower the risk of stroke 24 percent, while
energy expenditures of 2,000 to 3,000 calories cut the
risk by 46 percent.
Coronary heart disease is a major cause of death
in the United States. The American Heart Association

Ask a Banker to Learn More.
Ride to a branch or go online. | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
GCB_KStarFreeChecking17.indd 1

12/14/16 11:41 AM

suggests at least 150 minutes per week of moderate
exercise or 75 minutes per week of vigorous exercise
(or a combination of moderate and vigorous activity).
Thirty minutes a day, five times a week is an easy goal
to remember.
Regular exercise decreases breast cancer risk by
20 percent.
Unfit men are 80 percent more likely to die of cancer than fit men.
By exercising regularly you’re apt to work better,
sleep better and be more alert and energetic than inactive individuals.
Getting our children involved in sports helps develop lifelong lessons of wellness. Sports also helps develop new friendships, promotes teamwork, discipline
and teaches how to learn to win and lose with respect
for others. Getting our children involved in sports early
teaches them the importance of maintaining active lifestyles through their adult life. Today, too many children
follow an inactive lifestyle with an overwhelming percentage of our youth being obese. This obesity leads to
early onset of diabetes and other illnesses that will rob
those children of a normal life.
At the 1961 Youth Fitness Conference, President
next page
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The serious present and future ramifications of a first offense DWI/DUI conviction
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Obviously, the best
way to prevent harming yourself, others
and your future is not
to drink and drive. The
laws against drunk driving are strict and if you drink and
drive, you risk not only your life and the lives of others,
but also your freedom, your finances and your future.
It is illegal to drive any motor vehicle, watercraft
or other means of conveyance with a blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of .08 percent or above and there
are lower limits for drivers of commercial vehicles (.04
percent) and drivers under 21 (.02 percent). If a driver
under 21 has a BAC of .08 percent or above, he will likely
be charged as an adult. The DWI laws also cover driving under the influence of drugs (DUI), both illegal, and
in some cases legal drugs, the severe penalties of which
are the same.
A conviction for a first offense DWI/DUI is a
criminal offense and is punishable by a fine of $300 to
$1000 and at least 10 days up to six months in jail. Any
subsequent DWI/DUI within 10 years of the first conviction will be considered a second offense and will carry
harsher penalties. The jail sentence imposed upon a
first offense may only be suspended by the judge if the
offender is placed on probation with the minimum condition that he serve two days in jail or complete at least
32 hours of court-approved community service (half of
which must be litter pickup). In addition, an offender
must participate in a substance abuse program, complete a driver improvement program, attend a M.A.D.D.
victims impact program and sometimes have an ignition
interlock system installed in the vehicle, or license suspension. Furthermore, if the BAC is .15 percent up to
.20 percent, the offender must serve an additional two
days of mandatory jail time. If the BAC is .20 percent
or more, in addition to all of the above, the minimum
fine increases to $750, license suspension for two years
and an ignition interlock device must be installed on the
vehicle for 12 months. Although the actual fine may not
seem very high, remember most of these programs have
additional fees and costs associated with them.

Many drivers with otherwise clean records have
been arrested for DWI/DUI and suddenly found their
lives in shambles. Unfortunately the long-term shock
waves from a DWI/DUI can cause the greatest pain.
Even after you pay your fines and fulfill your legal obligations, your conviction can still undermine your future
opportunities and haunt your life for years.
Your current personal and professional life may
be affected by a DWI/DUI arrest or conviction. Court
dates, jail time, license suspension, community service
hours, costs and other court mandated programs can
wreak havoc on your personal life and work schedule
and put your job at risk. In addition, job seekers may be
at a severe disadvantage to other applicants if they have
a DWI/DUI conviction on their records. Most employers conduct criminal background checks before hiring
job applicants. A DWI/DUI conviction can appear on a
background check and could make it difficult for you
to secure a job, especially if the job requires driving.
Background checks will also likely be ordered by college
admissions, housing and financial aid offices. Similarly,
many landlords will conduct a background check on potential residential and commercial tenants and a DWI/
DUI conviction could jeopardize your chances of getting
the place you want.
Following a conviction, your automobile insurance rates will likely increase significantly. You are now
considered “high-risk” or “special-risk” by the insurance
companies. This rate increase will remain for several
years. Some insurance companies may even drop your
coverage all together.
A DWI/DUI arrest, and not even a conviction, can
adversely affect the way you are perceived by your family
and friends. Even if you try to keep it under wraps, your
arrest is public record and may be publicized by local
media in newspapers, television, and/or on the Internet
and can permanently stain your reputation.
A conviction can have many devastating repercussions for years afterward. Obviously, the best way to prevent these problems and more is to not drink and drive.
However, if you are arrested for DWI/DUI it is important
for you to contact an attorney as soon as possible to help

Goodwin
from previous page

John F. Kennedy said, “We do not want in the United
States a nation of spectators. We want a nation of
participants in the vigorous life.” President George
W. Bush states, “The medical benefits, increased selfconfidence and stress reduction that can come from
athletic activity help contribute to a healthier, more
productive nation.”
Let May be the month we start a healthier lifestyle for our children and ourselves.

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

reduce the impact on your future.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not
be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing

attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C.,
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

SOLD IN 1 DAY!
SELA
Kenner • 5108 David Drive
$235,000

NEW LISTING
®

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Metairie • 4917 Hearst St, Unit 102
$105,000

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

SALE PENDING!
Metairie • 4404 Rebecca
$159,000

WOODLAKE PLAYGROUND
3 & 4 year old Tee Ball League
ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME!

Woodlake Playground
will be hosting a tee ball
league for all 3 & 4 year old
boys and girls
in the month of June.
When:
Games will start the week of June 5 and
will end the week of June 19th
(Rain makeup days will be June 27th and 28th)
Registration:
Woodlake Playground
from 6PM to 8:30PM Monday through Friday
Last day to register is Friday, May 26th
131 W. Esplanade Ave. in Kenner
Cost:
$40 per child
All children will receive:
Woodlake t-shirt • End of league pizza party • Trophy
For more info call Woodlake at 468-7281 or 461-9472.
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Saints get value, fill needs, take risks in 2017 draft
By Ken Trahan
It is safe to say
that the NFL Draft
is a crapshoot, full of
doubt, land mines and

surprises.
The 2017 process was no exception, including
for the New Orleans Saints.
The first three picks made by New Orleans were
players that the Saints had rated higher on their
board then when they were selected.
That, in itself, is a good thing, provided your evaluation squares with the projected value of the players.
Going into the draft, the clear needs for the
Saints were on defense, particularly a corner, a rush
end or linebacker and perhaps even a safety. Offensively, the desire was a second and third down hybrid
running back, a wide receiver, a tackle and even a
quarterback.
The Saints liked both Deshaun Watson and Pat
Mahomes but were not willing to pull daring moves to
trade up to get Mahomes as Kansas City did or as the
Bears did with Mitchell Trubisky.
They liked Alvin Kamara and, for the ninth time
in the current regime, traded up to get the man they
wanted.
From a need perspective, the Saints succeeded
in filling the need for a corner with Marshon Lattimore, they got a pair of potential pass rush projects
in Trey Hendrickson and Al-Quadin Muhammad, got
their tackle in Ryan Ramczyk and their safety in Marcus Williams.
Lattimore, Ramczyk and Williams were all rated
higher on the Saints’ draft board. All are good looking,
productive players. Clearly, it was surprising to find all
three still available when New Orleans drafted.

The risk is obvious.
Lattimore battled hamstring issues at Ohio
State but had a very good season in 2016 and appears
healthy now.
What is not to like about him?
He has good size (6-0, 193) and is a strong
corner who can run (4.36). He has ball skills. He
comes from a proven program, one that the Saints
absolutely love.
That said, Lattimore was a one-year starter for
Urban Meyer and he had chronic hamstring issues
with the Buckeyes.
If the second of those elements were not true,
Lattimore may have been a top five pick. He had surgery his freshman year due to the hamstring issues.
“My first season it was my left one (hamstring
which) I got surgery on and my second season it was
my right one, but they are all taken care of now,” said
Lattimore after his selection.
Lattimore had four interceptions and broke up
nine passes. He was tough and proved he could tackle
as well. He did not miss a tackle, according to statistics released by Ohio State. He incurred just two penalties in coverage, an outstanding number.
On balance, it looks like a good pick for the
Saints but you have to hold your breath about his
health. He should be an instant starter, opposite Delvin Breaux, who also has health concerns. So does
P.J. Williams. So does Damien Swann. What ever happened to Stanley Jean-Baptiste and Patrick Robinson? You get the picture?
With the 32nd pick overall, the Saints went for
tackle Ryan Ramczyk out of Wisconsin.
A road grater, Ramcyzk (6-6, 310) started just
one year at Wisconsin after playing previously at

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm | Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm | Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CAJUNLAND

6.99

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite
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SUITCASE
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

99
20.
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SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING
headquarters!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

Happy Mother’s Day!
MOTHERS DAY IS MAY 14TH

Wisconsin-Stevens Point. He started every game for
the Badgers in the regular season, earning All-Big 10
honors.
Ramczyk is very sound technically, a very good
drive blocker. He is a pretty good athlete who moves
well for his size. Ramczyk played well against LSU
and highly-regarded pass rusher Arden Key.
The yellow flag on Ramczyk is that he had arthroscopic surgery for a torn labrum in his hip. Reports are that he is recovering nicely and should be
ready for training camp. He does not have long arms
(33 3/4), which you would like.
While Zach Strief played well in 2016, he will be
34 in September. He has played 11 years and in 156
games in the league. Ideally, Ramcyzk becomes either
the immediate or eventual successor to Strief opposite Terron Armstead to give the Saints stability for
years to come at the tackle spots.
“We see him as a tackle,” said Saints Head Coach
Sean Payton. “He’ll probably come in and we look at
him as a right tackle.”
As you’d expect, Ramcyzk embraced the idea of
flipping over from his left tackle spot for New Orleans.
“Yes, I think I would be able to flip over real easily. I think obviously it’s something I have to work at
to change some things, but I’m excited to play that
position if that’s where the coach wants me, if that’s
what helps the team,” Ramcyzk said late Thursday of
draft night, April 27.
Like Lattimore, Ramcyzk also gave an update of
his progress bouncing back from injury.
“It’s really good. Rehab has been solid,” he explained. “The rechecks are all good so it is doing really well.”
Williams came to New Orleans with the 42nd
overall pick in the second round.
If he lives up to expectations, Williams is the
field-roaming, free safety that the Saints have been
seeking. That is the role that New Orleans envisioned
for Jairus Byrd but it never emerged. Byrd was a shell
of the player he was in Buffalo, due to back and then
knee injuries.
Williams has good size (6-1, 202). He was a ball
hawk, picking off 10 passes for Utah and was a solid
tackler, posting 130 stops overall.
“Mostly, I played centerfielder,” Williams said.
“So I was that sideline-to-sideline guy, just back there
getting interceptions and stuff.”
Williams will compliment Kenny Vaccaro, who
has thrived playing closer to the line of scrimmage.
Vonn Bell, who came in the second round last year, is
a little bit of both with his abilities.
New Orleans then traded up to pick running
back Alvin Kamara of Tennessee with the third pick
of the third round.
The Saints loved Kamara when they saw him at
Pro Day in Knoxville. It was clear that he was a target.
Kamara is a similar player to Christian McCaffrey. At 5-10, 214 pounds, Kamara runs well (4.56) and
he had 74 catches for 683 yards and five touchdowns
at Tennessee.
That said, he is quick and shifty and can run
from scrimmage and could help in the return game.
Kamara could be the answer to the void left by the
departures of Reggie Bush and Darren Sproles as the
hybrid back in the offense, another weapon for Drew
Brees.
“Those guys, they catch a lot of balls, they did a
lot of things with their versatility,” Kamara said. “I feel
like I’m kind of like the same kind of player, just versatile and able to catch the ball well and run.”
The fact that the Saints traded up to get him,
giving up a seventh-round pick in 2018, along with
a seventh-round pick this year to get him, tells you
what they thought of him. Given the investment, he
had better pan out.
The doubts on Kamara are that he had knee injuries in the past and he started his career at Alabama,

where he left because of off-field problems. He had no
such issues with the Volunteers.
Also in round three, the Saints tabbed linebacker Alex Anzalone from Florida.
Anzalone is versatile, able to play inside or outside. He has the size (6-3, 241) to do so.
The risk with Anzalone is that he missed many
games with shoulder injuries at Florida and missed
his final five games with a broken forearm. He insists
those are things of the past.
“It’s fine now,” Anzalone said of the shoulder issues. “The forearm is healed. I’ve been 100 percent
since 2015 (shoulder), so it’s something I’m ready to
move on from and get going and prove my worth.”
New Orleans went with defensive end/rush linebacker Trey Hendrickson out of Florida Atlantic in
the fourth round at No. 103 overall. Hendrickson was
impressive at the East/West Shrine game.
Hendrickson has the ability to play with a hand
down at end or as a rush linebacker. He has good
moves and lateral quickness, if not an explosive first
step. He is an asset on special teams as well, having
blocked a punt, two field goals and an extra point last
season. He recorded 9.5 sacks.
“I got a workout from the Saints, I felt like I
showed what I could do and left a mark on the Saints
organization,” Hendrickson said. “I’m a guy who’s
ready to do whatever it takes to win.”
Hendrickson has rather short arms, a concern
to some with regard to ability to shed blocks. While
not a pure pass rusher, he has the ability to help in
that area.
The final pick was defensive end Al-Quadin Muhammad in the sixth round.
Muhammad (6-3, 253) had seven sacks with Miami but was frequently in trouble, incurring multiple
suspensions before being dismissed from the program while being investigated for allegedly receiving
illicit benefits from a car rental company.
He was suspended for the 2014 season after an
altercation. He tried to transfer to Hampton prior to
the 2016 season but opted not to do so and declared
for the draft.
Like Hendrickson, Muhammad could play with
a hand down or as an outside linebacker. His biggest
strength is his physical strength.
Muhammad says he has learned from his troubles at Miami.
“I learned a lot and I put them behind me,” Muhammad said. “I put them in the past. Quite honestly,
I haven’t been focused on that because I have moved
forward. I learned a lot from it. I just learned not to
make those same mistakes twice and to not make
those same mistakes again. I understand that when
rules and regulations are put in place, they are there
for a reason.”
New Orleans did not get a wide receiver in the
draft so they need either Brandon Coleman or Tommylee Lewis to step up behind Michael Thomas, Willie Snead and Ted Ginn. There was no quarterback of
the future in offing. The argument that they did not
get a top-flight edge rusher is certain.
On paper, the 2016 draft of the Saints looks
quite promising. The same is true of 2017, though we
have to hold our breath with regard to injuries.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20.
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources
Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on
WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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Health
Do you stay up all night
wondering why you can’t sleep?
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
In
America,
about 50 to 70 million
people suffer from chronic disorders of sleep and
wakefulness. Unfortunately, more than 90 percent of
these remain unidentified and undiagnosed. The annual direct cost of sleep-related problems is around
$16 billion dollars, with additional 50 to 100 billion
dollars in indirect costs like accidents, property destruction, litigation, hospitalization and death. There
are many different types of sleep disorders of which
insomnia is the most common sleep disorder seen in
general public.
As much as 30 to 35 percent of adults complain
of insomnia, this occurs when a person has difficulty
in falling asleep or staying asleep for at least one
month duration. It is more common in groups such as
older adults, women, people under stress and people
with certain medical and mental health problems
such as depression. People who experience insomnia
are often anxious about not being able to sleep.
Lack of sleep during the night causes daytime
fatigue, poor performance at school or work, moodiness or irritability, daytime sleepiness, lack of energy
or motivation, problem with attention and concentration or memory. Insomnia can be caused by an irregular sleep schedule. Physical illness can cause insomnia. Mental disorders can cause symptoms and substance abuse and misuse can also lead to insomnia.
If you think you may have insomnia, ask yourself
the following questions.
Does it take you more than 30 minutes to fall
asleep, or do you wake up during the night and have
trouble returning to sleep, or do you wake up earlier
than desired?
Do you have daytime symptoms such as fatigue, moodiness, sleepiness or reduced energy?
Do you give yourself enough time in bed to get
at least 7 hours of sleep each night?
Do you go to bed in a safe, dark and quiet environment that should allow you to sleep well?
If you answered “yes” to all of these questions,
then you may have insomnia.
There are two types of insomnias.
Short-term insomnia is more common and in
this type of insomnia the symptoms last only for up to
three months. This type of insomnia is seen in 15 to
20 percent of people.
Chronic insomnia is a type of insomnia that last
at least three months or longer with symptoms occurring at least three times a week. This type of insomnia
is seen in about 10 percent of people
If you think you’ve had the symptoms for at least
three months then you may want to consider booking
an appointment with a board-certified sleep physician at an AASM accredited sleep center. A boardcertified sleep physician can diagnose insomnia and
work with the sleep team to treat it. Once the doctor
evaluates you, he may ask you to keep a sleep diary
for two weeks to better understand your sleeping pattern. This is done by recording when you go to sleep
and when you wake up, along with how long you were
awake during the night. A sleep diary helps the physician and gives them clues about what is causing your
insomnia and course of treatment that would work
best for you.
If you have had insomnia for fewer than three
months, you may have short-term insomnia. In this
case what you should do is try to follow good sleep
hygiene techniques and if the problem still persists
and does not go away in three months then talk to a

sleep physician.
The treatment of insomnia depends on the underlying cause and the duration of the symptoms. If
the patient is suspected to have chronic insomnia
than a combination of therapies may be chosen. In
many chronic insomnia cases, establishing good
sleep hygiene and changing your sleep habits can improve the overall sleep. Sleep hygiene is a set of bedtime rituals you can do every night to improve how
you sleep. Cognitive behavioral therapy for insomnia
or CBT – is another very effective form of treatment
which addresses the thoughts and behavior that
keeps a person from sleeping well at night. It also
helps them learn new strategies to sleep better. It includes techniques for relaxation, stress reduction and
sleep schedule management. Lastly, your physician
may prescribe medications to treat your insomnia.
Sleeping pills that are specifically approved to treat
insomnia are called hypnotics. You may build a tolerance to these medications over time, therefore your
doctor can decide which medication is best for you.
Follow these tips listed below to establish
healthy sleep habits.
Keep a consistent sleep schedule. Get up at the
same time every day, even on weekends or during
vacations.
Set a bedtime that is early enough for you to
get at least seven hours of sleep.
Don’t go to bed unless you are sleepy.
If you don’t fall asleep after 20 minutes, get out
of bed.
Establish a relaxing bedtime routine.
Use your b ed only for sleep and sex.
Make your bedroom quiet and relaxing. Keep
the room at a comfortable, cool temperature.
Limit exposure to bright light in the evenings.
Turn off electronic devices at least 30 minutes
before bedtime.
Don’t eat a large meal before bedtime. If you
are hungry at night, eat a light, healthy snack.
Exercise regularly and maintain a healthy
diet.
Avoid consuming caffeine in the late afternoon
or evening.
Avoid consuming alcohol before bedtime.
Reduce your fluid intake before bedtime.
Although insomnia is common, most people can
find treatment that works for them with the help of
a sleep medicine physician at an accredited sleep
center.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana native is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport,
completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director
at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at
4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, the first of its
kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep
Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults
with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is
board certified in family medicine by the American
Board of Family Medicine and currently practices
pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro New
Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call the
Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.
myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 14 Years of Services
OUTPATIENT
MENTAL HEALTH
Substance Abuse
Rehabilitation

Counseling and Therapy
Crisis Management
Medication Management
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

For the 11th straight year, Ronald Tassin, CEO of Assurance Care
Provider, LLC, visited the students at Washington Montessori School
in Kenner and handed out Easter candy as part of his company’s
outreach program. Tassin and his clinical director, Tommy Snyder,
LCSW, of his Mental Health Agency, provided a presentation on
conflict resolution to each grade level at the school. Pictured with the
schoolchildren from left to right are Gregrion Smith of Grind, Grain
and Grow Productions, Tassin, Snyder, Kenner District 1 Councilmen
Gregory Carroll, Sheldon Demas from the Louis Armstrong N.O.
International Airport, Kenner Councilman-at-large Tom Willmott,
Washington Montessori School Principal Darlene Turnbull and
Cynthia Chatman from the neighborhood. The two councilmen spoke
to students about the importance of doing well in school.

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:
Medical Assistant-Work during clinic part-time, can become full time evening hours.
Mental Health Professional(MSW Degree)-field work with a caseload.
Please email resume or call the office.

Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Automotive

Summer car care tips
By Scott Zimmerman
Before the hot
days of summer arrive it is an ideal time
to make sure your
car or truck is in good working condition. The high
temperatures of summer can be tough on a vehicle
– everything from the paint down to the tires is
subjected to harsher than normal conditions. Gone
unchecked, some issues could leave you stranded
in the heat. Here are a few tips to help make sure
you and your vehicle are protected against the hazards of summer.

Fluids like coolant, motor oil and windshield
washer fluid are things motorists can regularly
check on their own. Engine coolant, sometimes
called antifreeze, is the number one thing motorists should stay on top of in the summer months.
Since modern cars have a closed system for coolant, checking or adding coolant is easy. This is generally done through the coolant reservoir located
under the hood. Consult your owner’s manual for
a specific location. Be sure the coolant level is between the minimum and maximum markings, adding more if necessary. But never open the radiator
cap or coolant tank lid when the engine is hot.
Tire pressure is also important, especially

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

Hablamos Español

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Kenner School Spotlight:
Chateau Estates School
The mission at Chateau Estates
School is to prepare all children to
be successful citizens and life-long
learners. This K-8 school values
success in the classroom and in the
community.
The challenging academic curriculum at this B-rated school
helps students earn accolades like
membership into the National Honor Society and National Elementary Honor Society. Students
are also encouraged to develop skills in areas like digital literacy.
Teachers, staff, and administrators encourage students to follow Chateau’s Community Values:
Respect, Enthusiasm, Accountability, Leadership, and Community. Students live out these
values by participating in activities that encourage healthy living, character development, and
community engagement. The leadership team at Chateau involves parents by hosting family
events and providing numerous methods to stay up to date with school news and happenings.
Colleen Winkler is the principal of Chateau Estates School. The school is represented by Jefferson
Parish School Board District IX Member Sandy
Denapolis-Bosarge. Chateau Estates School
is located at 4121 Medoc Drive in Kenner. For
more information, call 504-464-6819 or visit
chateau.jpschools.org. You can also get the
latest news by following the school on Facebook
and Twitter (@chateaupelicans).
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

in summer months. As the outside temperature
climbs, the air in your car’s tires expands, so check
your tire pressure when the tires are at a normal
temperature – before you set out on a road trip.
Also, be sure to use the proper tire pressure for
your car, not the maximum pressure listed on the
tire sidewall. Check the recommended tire pressure label in the door jamb or glove compartment
or consult your owner’s manual.
Tires that are over or underinflated can reduce the vehicle’s handling capability or generate
excess heat, causing a blowout. Although most
newer cars have an on-board tire pressure monitoring system, get a good quality tire pressure gauge
– a dial-type analog unit or digital gauge, not a
straight, pen-type one – and check them yourself
every few months. Don’t forget to check the pressure in your spare tire, too. It’s like an insurance
policy. You never know when you might need it.
Along with the heat, summer also means
more long-distance road trips that reveal the high
cost of poor fuel economy. So it’s a good time to
keep up periodic maintenance like oil and filter
changes and inspection or replacement of the air
cleaner and fuel filters. Not only are these essential
to the durability of your engine in the long term,
but neglecting them will cause poor fuel economy
in the short term, too. Performing regular maintenance means it will take less fuel to make that long
highway trip. Maintaining proper tire pressure and
using cruise control on the highway can further
improve fuel economy, keeping your summer fuel
costs down.
While air conditioning can be a drag on fuel
economy in stop-and-go driving, keeping the windows up and the air conditioning on improves aerodynamics and is ideal on the highway. Plus, it will
keep the driver and passengers comfortable and
reduce driver fatigue. Have your air conditioning
system checked annually. If your car’s air conditioning is not getting cold, chances are you have

a leak in the system. Adding refrigerant will only
solve the problem temporarily, so invest in a proper
repair. Some air conditioning systems have a cabin
air filtration system. Check your owner’s manual to
see how often the filter should be changed. And if
you see a little water dripping from your car, don’t
worry. The air conditioning system drains condensation when it’s working properly.
Keeping your car cool when you’re not driving is important, too. The heat of the summer sun
can cause cosmetic damage to your car and make
it harder to cool off inside when it’s time to drive.
Protect your paint and interior by parking in a garage or under an awning when possible. Regularly
wax your vehicle using a polish with UV protection
to reduce sun damage and paint fading. Protect the
interior, too. Purchasing a $10 sunshade that keeps
sunlight from coming in the windshield can reduce
fading, drying and cracking inside your vehicle,
and keep you cooler when you sit down behind the
wheel.
Preparation is a key to handling harsh summer heat. Following these simple tips will help
your vehicle to perform its best this summer. Not
only will you and your vehicle be better prepared
to survive the heat, but you’ll also make the most of
your summer by enjoying the freedom that a wellcared-for car can offer. That certainly beats being
stranded in the heat.
What it means to you: Don’t get stranded in
the heat. Maintain your car year-round, but make
special preparations for dealing with the hazards
of summer, too.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Community
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries offers free boating safety class
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries will offer a free boating safety class at
9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 13, 2017, at the East
Bank Regional Library located at 4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.
This class is free of charge and is open to the
public.
The class lasts between six and eight hours
and is completed in a day. Pre-registration is not
required but is recommended by going to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries website at www.
wlf.louisiana.gov.
The course includes information on choosing
a boat, classification, hulls, motors, legal requirements and equipment requirements, many navigation rules, navigation charts, trailering, sailboats
and related subjects that include canoeing, personal watercraft and more.
Completion of the course will result in the
student being issued a vessel operators certification card.

In Louisiana there is mandatory boating
education law that requires all persons born after
January 1, 1984, to complete a boating education
course and carry proof of completion to operate
a motorboat in excess of 10 horsepower. A person
may operate a boat if accompanied by someone
older than 18 years of age who has completed the
course. The minimum age for boater education
certification in Louisiana is 10 years old. Youth
younger than 10 years of age may take the course,
but they are not eligible to be certified and must
retake the course to obtain certification when
they reach 10 years of age or older. A person who
is licensed by the U.S. Coast Guard as a captain to
operate a vessel is exempt from boater education
requirements.
For more information regarding this presentation, contact Chris Smith, manager of adult
programming for the library, at 889-8143 or wcsmith@jefferson.lib.la.us.

Banking
Home equity myths
By Guy Williams
Aggressive home
equity loan promotions are a hardy
spring perennial, so
are weeds.
Home equity loans are sometimes marketed as
a smart tax advantaged way to tap into your home’s
equity. While the interest on home equity loans is
tax deductible, this does not mean that all home
equity loans are smart.
Let’s start with some financial reality checks.
The equity in your home is defined as the difference
between the value of a home and the mortgage. So,
a $200,000 home with a mortgage of $125,000 would
in theory have equity of $75,000.
The first problem with this analysis is that in
order to realize that equity you would need to sell
your home. When you consider real estate commissions and closing costs, your $200,000 home will
probably net you no more than $180,000. Your equity
is now only $55,000, and you will need a place to stay
since you sold your house.
It is easy to get excited when home prices go
up in your neighborhood. What it actually means is
that if you sold, you would probably need to spend
the same amount to find a roughly equivalent home.
That is how markets work. So, unless you want to
move to a cheaper neighborhood, improving home
prices just mean that the cost to replicate your
house has gone up.
Home equity debt is sometimes pitched as a
way to consolidate debts and reduce payments. This
is not usually recommended. While it is theoretically a good financial planning tool, too often it leads
to more debt. Most folks who use home equity loans
to consolidate credit card and other consumer debt
end up borrowing more and end up two years later
with increased consumer debt and a big home equity loan. It is far better to put your consumer debt on
the fast repayment that we outlined in this column
about a few months ago.
Once upon a time we thought that real estate
prices only went up. Remember the saying “invest

in real estate, they aren’t making any more.” Well, it
turns out that real estate prices can go down as well
as up. You may end up making a home equity loan
on equity that evaporates when real estate prices
go down. In a worst case scenario, you could end
up owing more than your house is worth. In cases
like this the lender may refuse to renew your line
of credit or require a cash payment to reduce your
amount owed.
Another unfortunate consequence of tapping
in to your home equity is that you may be spending
your next down payment. You might have an opportunity to move for a better job or to be near family.
The home equity loan you used to consolidate debt
may mean that your net sale proceeds will be too
little to allow you to move.
You can also increase your financial risk by
borrowing too much. We encourage folks to plan
so that one or two years before retirement they are
completely out of debt. Beginning retirement debtfree means that you will have more options in terms
of downsizing or moving.
The recommendation is be very thoughtful
about home equity loans. Some home equity loans
can be useful when the proceeds are used to make
long-term improvements to your home or to invest
in something that will increase in value over time.
Other home equity uses such as debt consolidation
or to facilitate consumer spending can reduce your
future net worth.
As always, your local community banker is
available to talk about ways to use and not use home
equity loans.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez,
vice-president and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president
and commercial lender, can be contacted at 5653661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website
at www.gulfbank.com.

Government
Kenner code inspectors issue 64 warning
notices on West Loyola Drive
Inspectors from the Kenner Inspection and Code
Enforcement Department issued 64 warning notices
for code violations discovered during a sweep on April
11, 2017 of the 3500 to 3700 blocks of West Loyola Drive,
said Kenner Interim Code Enforcement Director Rick
Walther.
The sweep was requested by Kenner District 5
Councilman Dominick Impastato, after his office received a number of complaints about property issues
on the street.
“We have heard from a number of concerned
citizens in that area,” Impastato said. “We appreciate the efforts of our code department to ensure
that the city rules are followed across the board by
all citizens so that we can all enjoy the benefits of
living in a safe, prosperous community. We hope the
warnings will suffice to help the community develop
and get some of these problematic conditions rectified for the benefit of all of our citizens, especially

those in these affected areas.”
Violations warnings were issued for six abandoned vehicles, one car parked on the grass, one
building permit required, two buildings needing maintenance, 12 soffit and fascia issues, seven fences needing repair, 13 cases of high grass, one illegal discharge,
eight cases of litter and debris, five buildings needing
repair or demolition, two unsafe electrical conditions,
one unsafe plumbing conditions, two unsafe mechanical conditions, two buildings needing windows, doors
or screens and one incident of vermin or rodents.
Impastato and Mayor Ben Zahn said the property
owners will have a month to correct the problems and
avoid a formal violation notice.
“I support the continued efforts of code enforcement as we continue to respond to code complaints,” Zahn said. “Of course, I also support Councilman Impastato’s progress as he works to rid his
district of blight.”
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SPRING IS HERE!
ARE YOU READY?
B2320
with Loader
& Box Blade

PAYMENTS
AS LOW AS

124

$

MONTH

Z122

Kommander

2

PAYMENTS
AS LOW AS

78

$

MONTH

10203 Airline Hwy.
Saint Rose, LA 70087
504-467-6794

1

12306 N. Oaklawn Lane
Biloxi, MS 39532
228-392-9922

LeeTractor.net Providing The Solutions To Help You Grow!
LET OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT GET YOU READY FOR THE SEASON!
1. Payments of $78.00 per month on new Z122 based on sales price of $4,680.00 at $0 down, 0 % A.P.R. for 60 months. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or
taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 5/31/2017. See dealership for details and other low-rate finance options. $0 down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60
months on purchases of new Kubota Z100, Z400, Z700, ZD, ZG and RTV Series equipment is available to qualified purchasers from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory through
5/31/2017. Dealer Participation Required. Example: A 60-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 60 payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.P.R.
interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion
of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low-rate financing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. 2. Payments of $124.00 per
month on new B2320 w/ loader & box blade based on sales price of $12,999.00 at $2,599.80 down, 0 % A.P.R. for 84 months. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery,
or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 5/31/2017. See dealership for details and other low-rate finance options. 20% down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 84
months on purchases of new Kubota BX, B (excluding B26), L (excluding L39/L45/L47), MX, M-SU, M6060/M7060, M5 (excluding M5N/L), MH (M7), RB, DMC,
DM, RA & TE Series equipment is available to qualified purchasers from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory through 5/31/2017. Example: An 84-month
monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R. requires 84 payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers if no
dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible
equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low-rate financing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is
available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 1000 Kubota Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires
5/31/2017. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. K1231-01-136484-1
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Century Title, Inc.

Community
Kenner Rotary tidies up North Kenner,
expands membership

“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Century Title_0515.indd 1

4/26/15 6:13 PM

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

The Kenner Rotary Club conducted a cleanup effort on March 18, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. Approximately 40 pounds of garbage
was picked up from Williams Boulevard to Power
Boulevard along the Vintage Boulevard fences as
well as the open lot on the corner of Williams and
Vintage boulevards.
“Participants were excited to make a significant impact in a fairly short amount of time and
are planning additional service activities to make a
difference in our city in the coming months,” said
LeslieAnn Cioti, Kenner Rotary Public Relations
Chairperson. “Rotary Clubs bring together business
and professional leaders from all cultures and occupations who want to use their distinct expertise
for good and whose sense of responsibility inspires
them to give back to their communities. Through
Kenner Rotary, you can exchange ideas and build
lifelong friendships with like-minded people.”

Skate park
from page 1

importantly the kids in our community,” Impastato
said. “This state-of-the-art facility is the first of its
kind in Jefferson Parish and provides a modern
vehicle for recreation that is currently in great demand by the youth of today.”
Councilman Impastato said the park provides
additional recreation to football, baseball and bas-

Code sweep
from page 1

Advertise in the
468-9125

these conditions violate a number of Kenner laws,”
Zahn said. “More importantly, this will not be tolerated by my office or Councilman Cline.”
Code officials met with the shopping center
property manager the next day, who was issued
a court summons by Kenner Code Department
Director Rick Walther. The property manager was
informed that he must appear in court on May 12,
2017, at 12:30 p.m. and must either repair or demolish the property.
“These types of structures and violations will
not be tolerated in the city of Kenner,” Zahn said.
“Rest assured that my office and our code department will continue to monitor with consistent code

The Kenner Rotary Club announced in April
2017 that the club has increased its membership
by 40 percent.
Of the club’s recent expansion, membership
director, Teresa Liuzza, said, “It has been exciting
to meet so many people who have learned what
Rotary is all about and are now enthusiastic members. We welcome visitors to all of our meetings to
experience the Kenner Rotary Club, to see firsthand the valuable services we offer to our community, to ask any questions you might have and
hopefully decide to join us in our efforts.”
Anyone interested in getting involved in the
community by joining the Kenner Rotary can attend meetings at Chateau Estates Golf and Country Club on the second and fourth Wednesdays of
the month at 6:00 p.m. or contact Teresa Liuzza at
450-3253 or tfuqua@marykay.com.

ketball in the city. “Our commitment to traditional
sports remains steadfast, but this park will combine
the traditional sports that our kids love along with
an emerging activity that so many of the kids in our
area are enjoying every day,” said Councilman Impastato.
At this time, the skate park will open at 10:00
a.m. daily until dusk. Park hours may be adjusted as
lighting is added in the future.

sweeps in an ongoing effort to rid our city of any
landlords or property owners who continue to violate our laws.”
Councilman Cline said the conditions are serious and simply cannot be allowed in the city.
“After seeing the numerous and significant
violations that this property has, the city plans to
take immediate action to work with the owner and
manager to remedy all violations,” Cline said. “I look
forward to continue working with the mayor, his
administration and our code enforcement department to make sure this property is brought up to
good standards that all businesses must meet and
are spelled out in the city of Kenner Code of Ordinances.”

KENNER STR  MAY 2017

Government
Household hazardous materials collection one-day
drop-off event set for Jefferson Parish residents
The Jefferson Parish Department of EnvironHousehold cleaning products such as cleaning
mental Affairs, a Keep America Beautiful affiliate, solvents, corrosive cleaners, oven cleaners, drain
will collect household hazardous materials from Jef- cleaners, disinfectants and degreasers.
ferson Parish residents on Saturday, May 13, 2017.
Household chemicals such as pool chemicals
The collection event will take place in the Jo- and photo chemicals.
seph S. Yenni Building parking lot located at 1221
Lighting components such as ballasts, fluoresElmwood Park Boulevard between the hours of 9:00
cent and neon light bulbs and tubes.
a.m. and noon. Residents should enter from the CitSmall arms ammunition, pyrotechnics and
rus Boulevard side of the property.
safety equipment such as rifle and pistol cartridges,
As a state and national Keep America Beautiful
shot gun shells, fireworks and fire extinguishers.
affiliate, this endeavor is a part of the parish’s parElectronic waste such as televisions, cathode
ticipation in the Great American Cleanup. Jefferson
ray tube (CRT) monitors, non-commercial copy
Parish is one of 600 affiliates participating in this
machines and printers.
national event, which targets waste reduction, comAutomotive waste such as motor oil, antifreeze,
munity beautification and other community environ- gasoline, automotive fluids and car batteries (these
mental endeavors. Other partners include the Jef- items can also be recycled at the parish drop-off
ferson Parish Department of General Services, OMI
sites).
Environmental Solutions, American Recovery LLC
The following materials will not be accepted on
and the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office.
May 13.
Nearly every household uses products that
Non-residential waste of any kind
contain hazardous materials such as products
Medical waste or medicines of any kind
that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable or reactive
Propane tanks
ingredients. Products such as paints, common
Weapons and explosives (guns, hand grenades,
household cleaners, oils, batteries and pesticides
dynami te, etc.)
that contain potentially hazardous ingredients reStyrofoam, including peanuts
quire special care during disposal. Improper disSchool lab waste
posal can include pouring waste down the drain,
Paper, aluminum cans and plastics (these
on the ground, into storm drains or in some cases, items can be placed in your curbside recycling bin)
The regular resident parish drop-off sites locaputting it out with the trash. The dangers of such
disposal methods might not be immediately obvi- tions are at 400 David Drive (between Airline Drive
ous, but improper disposal can pollute the envi- and West Metairie Avenue) in Metairie and at 6440
ronment and pose a threat to human health.
Lapalco Boulevard in Marrero between the hours
The following items listed below will be accept- of 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. Tuesday through Sunday.
ed only on May 13.
Garbage and trash, white goods, bulky waste, scrap
Mercury-containing equipment such as ther- metal, tree and yard waste and construction debris
mostats, thermometers and elemental mercury.
are accepted at these drop-off sites.
Paint such as latex coatings, oil paint, varVisit www.jeffparish.net for more information
nishes and wood preservers in original container.
on this program as well as helpful tips and brochures
LawnGrants
and gardenare
products
including for
pesti-youth
about how
you 9-15
can recycle
Jefferson Parish. For
available
ages
to inattend
cides, herbicides, fungicides,
fertilizers
and
bug
additional
Information,
contact
Jefferson Parish DeTheatre Camp at Barbre Gym
sprays.
partment of Environmental Affairs Director Michael
Applications are accepted on a first come, first serve basis
Lockwood at 731-4612.
Incomplete applications will be rejected.
Deadline to Apply: May 26, 2017
stay inTwo
New Orleans,”
said Colmenares. “I continue
Camp will be held inists(2)
Sessions
“Category 5 Tree”
to collaborate with other artists, designers, architects

Session I: June
12 - June 23
and take on artist apprentices. We have earned the repSession
II:city byJulyutation
13 for- producing
July 24
The stainless steel tree,
donated to the
metal artwork of the very highest

from page 1

Kenner residents Henry and Pat Shane and recently
quality and workmanship available. Utilizing timeless
 garden
Learn on
all the
aspects
into
preparing
forsuch
a performance,
added to the city’s sculpture
Power that
Bou- go old
world
techniques
as hot-forging and repousse’
acting,
singing,
dancing,
and
set
design
levard median in Kenner, is 16 feet tall and 12 feet wide, as well as the technology available to the modern met branches
Encourage
persistence,
forsteel, alumiconstructed with aluminum
andself-confidence,
leaves that
alworker,
we craftand
raw perseverance
materials such as
learning the arts of theatre
will move with the wind and be able to withstand winds
num and bronze into works of metal art.” Pieces range
 Meet new friends and have fun, fun, fun!
of up to 140 miles per hour.
from purely artistic sculptural items, to functional
The tree was produced at Colmenares’ studio, decorative and architectural items, all produced with
Grant Applications areexceptional
available
Monday
where he has taught over 60 apprentices over the last
attention to detail, said Colmenares.
May
1, 2017
at the
20 years. Scott Hebert
and Alex
Martinez executed
the following
Colmenareslocations:
said he believes strongly in giving
piece along with Colmenares and the moving branches
back to his community and has contributed thousands
MLK Resource Center
Hispanic Resource Center
and leaves were
made by John Zeringue. Community Development
of dollars of art each
year to causes such as the New
1042 31st Street
624 Williams Blvd.
4312 Florida Avenue
Colmenares reestablished his studio, which was
Orleans Museum of Art,
New Orleans Center for the
Kenner, LA 70065
Kenner, LA 70062
Kenner, LA 70065
founded in 1993, after losing it and his equipment in
Creative Arts (NOCCA) and the Contemporary Arts
Hurricane Katrina.504-466-0697
“I’ve worked hard to help local504-468-7588
art- Center New Orleans. 504-469-2570

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED & SIGNED APPLICATION
the earlyDOCUMENTS
1900s. “These early settlers
AND ALL COPIES OF REQUIRED
TO: grew most of the
Kenner Farmer
sculpture
produce which fed New Orleans and other parts of the
from page 1 City of Kenner - Community Development Department
nation during that time,” said Shane. “This is our way of
624asWILLIAMS
BLVD. recognizing
– KENNER,
LA.
70062 the city of Kenner.”
The sculpture resulted
a request from former
their part
in developing
Kenner Mayor Louis Congemi and former Kenner PoBoyle is a New Orleans native who has a degree in
lice Chief Nick Congemi. The Congemi
brothersinformation
asked
chemistry,
studied at the New Orleans Academy of Fine
For more
call 504-468-7588
the Shanes to consider donating a piece that would Arts and was accepted to MFA programs in visual art in
honor the Italian farmers who settled in Kenner in
Philadelphia and New Orleans.
E. BEN ZAHN III
MAYOR

BRENDA RICHARD-MONTGOMERY
INTERIM DIRECTOR
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
City of Kenner Community Development Department

Accepting Applications for the
REGULAR-OWNER OCCUPIED
HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM
Eligible Homeowners could receive grants up to $35,000
to make needed repairs to their single-family homes
Eligible Properties
Who’s Eligible
1) Single family detached structures
2) Structurally sound, i.e. does not have
foundation issues
3) Owner Occupied and serve as primary
residence of applicant; vacant or rental
property is not eligible
4) Homes that have an existing condition
that prevents property from meeting
local code, safety or HQS standards

1) Household income must be at or
below 50% of the Area Median
Income as defined by HUD for
reported household size
2) Homeowners who live within the
incorporated limits of the City of
Kenner
3) Homeowners who have clear title
and ownership to the property

Program applications available online at www.kenner.la.us or at
CITY OF KENNER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
624 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-468-7588
For more information call Frances Turner, Program Administrator, @ 504-468-7588
If the number of eligible applications exceeds available funds,
a lottery will be conducted

Application Deadline, Friday May 26, 2017 4:00 PM
E. “Ben” Zahn III
Mayor

Brenda Richard-Montgomery
Interim Director

City of Kenner Department of Community Development

Apply for a Grant to attend
Sing–Dance–Act ! 2017 Summer

Grants are available for youth ages 9 – 15 to attend Theatre Camp at Barbre Gym

Applications are excepted on a ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve basis.
Incomplete applications will be rejected.
DEADLINE TO APPLY: MAY 26, 2017

CAMP WILL BE HELD
IN (2) TWO SESSIONS

Session I

June 12-June 23

Session II

July 10-July 21

• Learn all aspects that go into preparing for
a performance, acting, singing, dancing,
and set design
• Encourage self-confidence, persistence,
and perseverance for learning the arts of
theatre
• Meet new friends and have fun, fun, fun!

Grant Applications are available Monday May 1, 2017
at the following locations:

MLK Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner
(504) 466-0697

Community Development
Department
624 Williams Blvd., Kenner
(504) 468-7588

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida St., Kenner
(504) 469-2570

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED & SIGNED APPLICATIONS
AND ALL COPIES OF REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO:
City of Kenner - Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. • Kenner, LA 70062
For more information call 504-468-7588
E. Ben Zahn III
Mayor

Brenda Richard-Montgomery
Interim Director

This camp is made possible in part by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
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Latin American News

Brushing up your driving skills
By Rafael E. Saddy
Cars
have
changed. So have
traffic rules, driving
conditions and the
roads you travel every day. Some drivers age 50 and
older have never looked back since they got their
first driver’s licenses, but even the most experienced drivers can benefit from brushing up on their
driving skills.
The greater New Orleans area Latino population growth has spurred AARP to offer its popular
driver safety course in Spanish and now for the
first time Latino drivers can take the AARP driver
safety course in Spanish at the AARP Community
Resource Center or at the various AARP registered
business locations in the area.
The AARP driver safety class is the nation’s
first and largest driver safety course designed for
drivers age 50 and older. This is the first time the
AARP Community Resource Center in New Orleans
will host the driver safety program for Spanish
speakers.
By taking a driver safety course you’ll learn
the current rules of the road, defensive driving
techniques and how to operate your vehicle more
safely in today’s increasingly challenging driving environment. You’ll learn how you can manage and accommodate common age-related changes in vision,
hearing and reaction time. In addition you’ll learn

Luncheon Tuesday May 16th
From 11:30 am - 1:00pm

Guest Speaker: Jaqueline M. Brettner
Attorney with

how to minimize the effects of dangerous blind
spots, how to maintain the proper following distance behind another car, the safest ways to change
lanes and make turns at busy intersections and the
proper use of safety belts, air bags, anti-lock brakes
and new technologies used in cars. You will also
learn ways to monitor your own and others’ driving
skills and capabilities, the effects of medications on
driving and the importance of eliminating distractions, such as eating, smoking and cell-phone use.
After completing the course, you will have a
greater appreciation of driving challenges and of
how you can avoid potential collisions and injuries
to yourself and others.
AARP membership is not required to take the
course and there are no tests to pass. Participants
may be eligible to receive an insurance discount
upon completing the course. The classroom course
costs only $15 for AARP members and $24.95 for
non-members. Members can take the course online
for $19.95.
To locate a classroom course, visit aarp.org/
findacourse or call toll free 877-846-3299. Course
times, dates and locations will be listed along with a
phone number to call to register. To register for the
online course, visit aarpdriversafety.org.
Community announcements
May 12 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
presents the 2017 Spring Job Fair and Community

Join KBA For
2 Fantastic
Events in May

Networking Thursday May 25th
from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Sponsored by

“Social Media and The Risks in The Workplace” FREE Complimentary Chair Massage and Tour
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard, Kenner LA

For Luncheon Info Contact:

Judy LaBella (504) 416-7637

Reservations@KennerBusinessAssociation.com

819 W Esplanade Ave
Suite B, Kenner, LA

For Networking Info Call:

Bob Rispolli (504) 453-7241
Sid Bullard (504) 512-5664

To RSVP for Either Event Visit: www.KennerBusinessAssociation.com

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills

Thursday, May 11 & 25

Be A Confident Public Speaker

at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Expo from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Kenner
Hispanic Resource Center located at 4312 Florida
Avenue in Kenner. For information call 885-4262.
June 3-4 – Celebración Hispana de Kenner
in collaboration with Gala Music, sponsors and vendors, honoring the rich and diverse Hispanic legacy,
will celebrate the 7th Kenner Hispanic Summer
Fest 2017 on Saturday, June 3 and Sunday, June 4 at
Laketown in Kenner. Lineup includes international
and local performers, Toño Rosario, Luis Coronel
and local bands. Event will include colorful activities
for the whole family, Latin food, live music, dances,
crafts and games for the kids. Open to the public.
Beach chairs are welcome. No coolers, backpacks,
duffle bags or thermoses allowed. No outside food
and drinks allowed. No pets, only service animals
required for medical reasons will be allowed in the
park. A donation of $3 per adults is requested to help
defer the cost of festival. For information on event or
sponsorship call 850-766-4602 or 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access to
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Face book/
You Tube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Always focus on
the front windshield and not the rear view mirror.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Letter carriers help Second Harvest “Stamp
Out Hunger”
Second Harvest Food Bank and the National Association of Letter Carriers will join forces once again
for the 25th Annual Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
on Saturday, May 13, 2017. Letter carriers across the
Greater New Orleans area will pick up donations of
non-perishable food items from mailboxes to be donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. Carriers from
Orleans, Jefferson and St. Bernard parishes plus
parts of the Northshore and Thibodaux will participate. The Stamp Out Hunger food drive is supported
locally with a sponsorship from BP that funds the
distribution of more than 500,000 specially-marked
food collection bags to households across the region.
Letter carriers will deliver the food collection
bags in mailboxes the week of May 8. Residents are
asked to fill the bags, or any sturdy bag, with nonperishable food items such as peanut butter, soups/
stews and other canned goods, cereals, beans, rice or
pasta. Filled donation bags should be placed next to
the mailbox prior to regular mail delivery on Saturday,
May 13 to be picked up by local letter carriers. These
bags will be delivered to Second Harvest Food Bank
for distribution to families in need. Monetary donations are also accepted and can be made securely
online at www.no-hunger.org.
“This food drive has grown exponentially each
year and we hope to shatter our record for this
25th anniversary,” said Natalie Jayroe, president
and chief executive officer of Second Harvest Food
Bank. “The timing works well to help us prepare for
the increased need for food assistance in the summer months when children are without the free and
reduced-price meals they receive during the school

year. Second Harvest helps by providing those meals
so struggling families do not have to worry about additional food expenses during the summer.”
“For the past eight years, BP has proudly supported Second Harvest’s effort to stamp out hunger
across the entire southeast Louisiana region, helping
to provide meals for families, children, and seniors
in our area,” said Karl Connor, director of communications and external affairs for BP America. “We are
committed to supporting the communities where our
employees live and work and our partnership with
Second Harvest and the Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive allows us to contribute to the well-being of our
neighbors who need it most.”
The Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive is the largest
food drive of the year for Second Harvest Food Bank.
Last year, local letter carriers collected a record
276,422 pounds of food, the equivalent of 230,252
meals. Nationally, the National Association of Letter
Carriers collected 80 million pounds of non-perishable food items bringing the cumulative total to 1.5
billion pounds over the drive’s 25-year history.
“Too many people in this country are going hungry,” said Pam Donato, national Stamp Out Hunger
food drive coordinator. “We know this to be true
because we see it as we deliver to every address in
America at least six days a week. The food drive is
just one of the many ways letter carriers give back to
our communities,” she said. “It’s time for us to shine
once again.”
To learn more about Second Harvest Food Bank
and the Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive, visit www.no-hunger.org or call 734-1322.

Inspired Living

Purposefully designed with a variety of services and
amenities, Inspired Living features a serene pond
with pier, fenced dog park, putting greens, swimming pool with tiki bar and landscaped walking
paths.
For more information about Inspired Living
visit www.validusseniorliving.com/inspiredliving-at-kenner or call 313-6600.

from page 1

assistance, Inspired Living officials say they will
meet resident’s needs and exceed expectations.
Inspired Living sits on 10 lush wooded acres,
conveniently located with easy access to Interstate
10 and Kenner’s exclusive restaurants and shopping.
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and individuals in our city to assist in overcoming any
language or cultural barrier.
Citywide audit
Using existing administrators experienced in internal auditing, compliance and fraud examination, we
have begun inventory and compliance audits of all city
departments. We will adjust best practices, as necessary, or add new policies and procedures based on the
results of these ongoing audits.
Capital outlay
We have been participating in weekly meetings
in Baton Rouge with the Jefferson Parish legislative
delegation and urging our representatives to promote
15 new capital outlay requests that would benefit the
city of Kenner. We are working with regional partners,
both public and private, to address the impact that the
expansion of the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport will have on city infrastructure well
before the work is completed in late 2018.
Fleet review
An analysis of the city’s fleet has determined
that 45 percent of the city’s 219 vehicles (not including
trailers, generators and other specialty equipment) are
more than 15 years old. Only 16 percent of that number
is five years old or newer. That leads to high repair costs
and vital department vehicles that spend more time in
the shop than servicing the public. Relying on the strong
connections we have with Jefferson Parish, we have received the donations of 12 mostly heavy-duty vehicles
from the parish. These include a dump truck, crew van
and flatbed truck. Three are set to go to the Fire Department, which is experiencing a serious vehicle shortage.
The bulk of these vehicles have been in service since
2013. In addition, we are evaluating a cost-effective leasing program to modernize the city’s fleet while control-

ling costs as much as possible.
Infrastructure improvements
We are working closely with contractors on important existing projects to ensure they are completed
on time and at or under budget. At the same time, we
are planning future enhancements, while also seeking
state and federal grants wherever possible to mitigate
costs or to make additional improvements possible. The
projects target all areas of the city, particularly Williams
Boulevard, and also focus on the continued overhaul of
the aging sewer system and other vital improvements on
major thoroughfares and in local neighborhoods.
Sidewalk improvements. We are now focusing
on Phase III of the Williams Boulevard Pedestrian Improvements. Phase II, completed last year, focused on
the area from West Napoleon Avenue to Veterans Boulevard. We have advanced Phase III to the design phase
and will extend improvements from West Napoleon
south to West Metairie. The work is part of a Regional
Transit Authority program to improve bus routes and
requires only a 20 percent contribution from the city on
Phase III, estimated to cost about $200,000.
Sewer system work. The project to upgrade the
city’s main Wastewater Treatment Plant near Interstate
10 and the Parish Canal continues and is on target for
completion. This will move the city closer to total compliance with the order from the state Department of Environmental Quality to overhaul Kenner’s aging sewer
system.
Wastewater Treatment Plant No. 2. The city sewer
rehabilitation work includes removing old facilities
that will not be needed in the future. The demolition of
Treatment Plant No. 2, located behind the Chateau Estates Golf and Country Club and an eyesore and concern
for many in the neighborhood, has been put out for bid
and is moving forward.
Vintage-Williams Boulevard improvements.
The improvements on the west side of Williams at this
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busy intersection include landscaping, lighting, drainage and a widened U-turn lane and are part of the 2030
Plan to improve and beautify major corridors in the city.
This was an area of focus from the moment we took office and the project was completed in February.
Chateau Boulevard resurfacing. This is an important, ongoing project that was put out for bid recently, with work that could begin sometime this summer.
It is a nearly $1 million project that is part of the Urban
System Federal Aid Project that will resurface Chateau
from West Esplanade Avenue to Vintage Drive, adding
some curb and gutter replacement, in addition to the
asphalt concrete overlay.
Streets millage
Educating residents about the scope and importance of the streets millage renewal on the March ballot
was one of the most important tasks for this new administration. We met with all civic and business groups
available to us, provided informational videos on KTV
and the city’s website, mobile app and social media,
and disseminated both a detailed slide show explaining
the millage and answered frequently asked questions in
English and Spanish. The millage renewal was universally supported by the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce
and the Kenner Business Association. The successful
passage of the millage ensures an important part of services we offer to residents will not be affected.
Citywide cleanup
Both residents and visitors are noticing the results
of an ongoing citywide cleanup that began as soon as
this administration took office. This ambitious work has
included landscaping, painting and erecting banners in
Rivertown, curb painting and repairs throughout the
city and regular trash cleanup so that litter does not
take over our beautiful city. We received many compliments during the recent Lundi Gras and Italian Heritage Festival celebrations in Rivertown. All the work,
which will continue indefinitely, has been done in-house
by a crew of experienced and dedicated city workers.
Street sweeper
We quickly determined the citywide cleanup was
hampered by the occasional lack of availability of Kenner’s only street sweeper, an older model that is often
undergoing repairs. Thanks to our excellent working
relationship with the City Council, a new street sweeper
was acquired. Now, we are able to double-up on dirt and
trash cleanup regularly throughout the city.
Economic development
Rivertown additions
Two new businesses have committed to open in
Rivertown – Fleur de Lily Rivertown Cafe and Porch
and Patio Wine and Beer Garden. Both are expected to
be open and operating before the end of the year. These
additions represent our commitment to investment and
continued development in Rivertown and confirm the
confidence that outside entrepreneurs have in the future of this growing district.
Laketown additions
Planet Fitness has been well received in the Laketown Center, the new commercial development at
Williams and Joe Yenni boulevards. There was a large
turnout for a ribbon cutting held in February and developers plan more additions to this upscale shopping area
that’s located on a tract of land that had been vacant
for generations.
Multi-purpose stage
Our vision for the growth of the Laketown area on
the shores of beautiful Lake Pontchartrain includes a
stage that can host a variety of events from small plays
and performances to larger concerts. The ultimate goal
is a world-class amphitheater and additional development in Laketown to take advantage of the incredible
potential this untapped area has to offer.
The Esplanade mall plans
We have already had several productive meetings
with Pacific Retail Capital Partners, the new operators
of The Esplanade mall. At our urging, they have begun
a cleanup of their property, and we have done the same

on 32nd Street, the main entrance from Williams to
the mall. This excellent relationship is something new
for the city, and combined with some of the plans for
bringing in new businesses and improving access and
walkability, we are excited about the future for The Esplanade.
Quality of life
Commercial code sweep
As part of our goal to create an even greater probusiness climate in Kenner, we have embarked on a
business education plan. Inspectors will conduct a commercial code sweep to include every business in the city.
However, the goal is not to issue violation notices. Instead, we want to make sure all of our business owners
are familiar with Code Enforcement rules and can get
any of their questions or concerns addressed. Violations
that exist will not be ignored; instead, the steps necessary to correct any violation will be fully explained and
businesses will be given adequate time to correct any
problems without fear of going to court or facing fines.
City Park enhancements
We have worked diligently to make sure projects
to enhance Kenner City Park move along as quickly and
efficiently as possible. We are adding a beautiful garden
terrace area just behind the Pavilion that is designed as
a focal point for outdoor gatherings and events, such as
weddings and receptions. The small walking track is being enlarged and improved to accommodate the growing number of people who use the park for daily exercise
or simply to relax and enjoy the beauty of the area.
Dog Park
This is a dream the city has been trying to make a
reality for many years. However, finding the money had
put this dream out of reach. Now, with funds from my
former Jefferson Parish council district office, a generous contribution from District 5 Councilman Dominick
Impastato and funds raised from last year’s Hot Diggity
Dog Fest, we will soon open the first phase of a dedicated dog park in Kenner City Park. Ultimately, there
are plans for watering stations, brightly decorated fire
hydrants, benches and lush landscaping – along with
about 1,200 linear feet of attractive fencing – to greet
dog owners and their pets. Future phases will include
three distinct sections of the park – a passive large dog
area, an active large dog area and a small dog area. Other attractions could include a splash pad and agility play
equipment, as well as a memorial wall and a memorial
brick paw walkway.
New amenities and attractions
Moving Christmas Village to City Park
Promising changes are planned for Kenner’s
Christmas Village. We are adding a major new attraction this holiday season, a 2,400-square-foot ice skating
rink. A large, portable synthetic ice arena will be one of
the focal points of this Christmas event. And, because
Christmas Village continues to grow in popularity and
attendance since it began, we are relocating the annual holiday event to Kenner City Park. The spacious
grounds will allow us to expand to add more and larger
exhibits, lighted displays and additional local entertainment and attractions.
Skate park
We are excited to open the new Wentwood Skate
Plaza at Wentwood Playground. Although construction
began before this administration arrived, our goal has
been to shepherd this project to a quick completion,
and we expect a grand opening soon. The park will include specially designed ramps and steps, along with
other popular skating features with fencing, benches
and signage to provide a safer area for skateboarders.
Rivertown Farmer’s Market
We identified the Farmer’s Market as an important resource that can become even more attractive to
residents and visitors to Rivertown. We have applied for
a USDA Farmer’s Market Promotion Grant. If we are
successful, our plan is to partner with the Crescent City
Farmer’s Market in New Orleans to upgrade our market
next page

KENNER STR  MAY 2017

Zahn
from previous page

and to expand the number of vendors.
Updated security
Security is now improved in Building A where
the Council Chambers is located and is also used for
City Court and other meetings and events. New magnetometers were installed and re-located by the main
door to the building. This update means that anyone
attending council meetings, court or other events must
be screened, as well as all visitors to the building. This
security update is financed by court fees and, while not
triggered by any concerns or security breaches, keeps
the safety and well-being of our employees and visitors
a top priority.
Expand public outreach
We improved and expanded our content on the
city’s government access channel, Kenner TV, to include
the addition of new, informative programming such as
news explaining an important, ongoing construction
project. Additional stories highlighted special attractions, events and entertainment at the recent Black
Heritage Festival, Lundi Gras and a visit with some of
the volunteers who worked for months to put together
the oldest St. Joseph Altar in the city at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church. Also, we expanded the list
of recipients of our news releases so that we reach a
broader audience, keeping them informed about the
latest successes and developments in the city, including
civic associations and business groups, along with Jefferson Parish elected officials and every city and Police
Department employee.

Ochsner
from page 1

Urgent Care locations will now support Ochsner’s goal
of ensuring that the most appropriate level of care is
accessible to patients when and where they need us.”
“As one of the most recognized urgent care and
occupational health providers in South Louisiana, and
the first Joint Commission accredited urgent care organization in the country, MHM has established itself
as a leader in the urgent care field since its inception,”
said Diedra Dias, Ochsner Health System Vice President of Urgent Care and Occupational Health Service
Lines. “We plan to build on that reputation by offering
patients an integrated and collaborative healthcare
experience between Ochsner Urgent Care, Ochsner
Occupational Health and the comprehensive services
offered throughout Ochsner Health System.”
Dr. Cvitanovich, founder of MHM Urgent Care,
looks forward to his new role as chief strategy officer with Ochsner Urgent Care and will work collaboratively with Dias and Dr. Granville Morse, Ochsner
Urgent Care Services System Chair. In his new position at Ochsner, Dr. Cvitanovich said he’ll be involved
in expanding both the urgent care and occupational
health service offerings. “I’m very excited to be joining
the Ochsner team. They are a very dynamic organization that is known for their leading edge innovative
thinking.”
In Kenner, Ochsner has recently completed a
total renovation of the former First Bank and Trust
building located at 3417 Williams Boulevard near
West Esplanade Avenue that will serve as a center for
both urgent care and occupational medicine. Ochsner
Urgent Care has already begun serving patients in
the new location and the former MHM Occupational
Medicine location at 2552 Williams Blvd in Kenner
will relocate in early June to the new site as well.
“Our Ochsner Urgent Care is now open for business and is very busy,” said Dr. Cvitanovich. “I believe
that occupational health is going to be the medical
wave of the future as employers realize that it is vital
that their employees maintain their health so they can

Public art review
The city of Kenner is grateful for the generosity
of Mr. Henry Shane and Mrs. Pat Shane for their donations of one-of-a-kind sculptures, which beautify areas
throughout the city. Power Boulevard is already a sculpture attraction and we are in the process of forming a
new citywide arts advisory board to work with members
of the Rivertown Arts Council to provide insight and input into future sculptures that will add beautification to
the city and invite conversation from locals and visitors
to Kenner.
Employee insurance
We immediately began a review of the insurance
options for the upcoming fiscal year as soon as we took
office with the goal of finding a way to keep costs as affordable as possible while also offering quality options
to city employees. Despite an uncertain and volatile
market, our insurance committee secured a threetiered plan from Blue Cross with a base plan that offers
quality coverage at virtually the same price levels as last
year. In addition, two additional plan options offer lower
deductibles or nationwide coverage for only modest premium increases.
Quarterly employee orientation
We have re-instituted this orientation program for
civil servants and extended the program to include all
employees of the city, except Police and Fire Department employees who are provided an orientation by
their respective departments. The program includes a
comprehensive review of personnel policies and procedures, safety and emergency procedures and one-hour
work at a high level. For example, a preventive medicine program that tells an
employee
SINCE
1987that he or she has
been diagnosed with a cardiovascular problem that
needs to be treated or is pre-diabetic will be invaluable to both the employer and the employee. The longterm savings for employers will be vastly greater than
the costs of the occupational health program. I am
very excited that Ochsner is going to be on the leading
edge of this innovative and visionary program.”
According to Becker’s Healthcare Review, the
number of urgent care facilities is expected to increase 5.8 percent each year through 2018 to meet the
growing patient demand.
Dr. Cvitanovich opened the first MHM Urgent
Care clinic in 2002 at 708 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner. It was a time when hospital emergency rooms
were overwhelmed with patients seeking medical
care. In contrast, Urgent Care clinics provided much
faster service where it was easier to see a doctor or
nurse for minor illnesses and injuries at a reasonable
cost. While emergency room services have become
easier to access since then, the urgent care facilities
now have an established niche in the community.
Through Ochsner’s Urgent Care and Occupational Health clinics, patients can now experience a
coordination of resources that ensure seamless access
to the depth and breadth of all Ochsner services. As
part of this transition, Ochsner Urgent Care will soon
upgrade the clinics’ electronic medical record (EMR)
to the industry-leading Epic software, greatly expanding the ability of the hospital to coordinate patient
care across the entire Ochsner Health System. This
transition will allow patient information to be securely
accessed by all Ochsner providers, meaning that, no
matter which Ochsner facility a patient chooses to
access, the medical staff at that facility will have full
access to the patient’s medical record, ensuring the
highest quality of care.
For more information on Ochsner Urgent Care
and Ochsner Occupational Health or to find a list of
locations, visit www.ochsner.org/urgentcare or call
866-953-3977.

of mandatory training on the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics. The goal is to better equip employees to
provide the high level of public service citizens of Kenner expect and deserve.
Public safety
We continue to support law enforcement and all
emergency responders.
Kenner Police Department. We are fortunate
to have an excellent working relationship with Police
Chief Michael Glaser whose leadership of an experienced and dedicated police department has led to a
number of publications naming Kenner as one of the
safest cities in the state.
Kenner Fire Department. We are exploring every means possible to improve and upgrade equipment
critical for our Fire Department with the safety of our
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hard-working firefighters and all first responders as one
of our daily concerns.
We are excited and proud of the work that has
been completed in these first 100 days.
We are especially grateful to our city employees for
their commitment to our city every day and have intentionally set the bar very high for the level of professionalism expected of our employees and pledge to deliver the
exceptional public service Kenner residents have come
to expect and deserve.
As we move forward, we will continue to work hard
to improve the quality of life for all of our citizens.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net
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Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
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Nobody
does it
better
than us!
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
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MAY 2017  KENNER STR

PLACE!

KENNER, LOUISIANA

Saturday, May 20
in MAY

One person will win $40,000 in May or $50,000 in June!
15 winners will be selected to win
200 up to $40,000 Slot Dollars. If the grand prize is not won,
a GUARANTEED $50,000 Slot Dollars will be awarded to
one player on Saturday, June 24.
See Casino For Details. Must be 21 or older.

in JUNE
KENNER, LOUISIANA
| TreasureChest.com

Stay connected to other local Boyd Casinos!

Enjoy your B Connected beneets at
IP Casino in Biloxi & Amelia Belle Casino near Morgan City.
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