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The Esplanade owners make huge investment in past year to improve looks, shopping,
community programs The Esplanade during the
for the Thanksgiving and
ber 14 and 21 from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.
by Allan Katz
The owners of The Esplanade mall have invested
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the last year to improve the facility after it was neglected by its previous
owner for over ten years.
The splurge in improvements has come as a result
of hands on approach from new owners, Pacific Retail
Capital Partners, in understanding the community’s
needs and the potential in the property’s beautification
as well as the quality of shopper or visitor experience. In
response, Pacific Retail hired an aggressive onsite management staff, including Ellie Thomas as marketing
manager and gave them the responsibility of significantly upgrading and improving The Esplanade. In the last
year, many improvements – both visual and upgrades in
terms of retail quality and community programs – have
been made. Over 20 new stores have found a home in

past year.
Thomas, who has local roots, said, “Pacific Retail and our local managers
have a total commitment
to make The Esplanade
one of the top malls in
the region. We have made
several improvements in
the last year and are planning hundreds more in the
coming year. We have seen an increase in shoppers and
in those attending our community-oriented educational
and entertainment programs.” A native of the North
Shore, a graduate of Mandeville High School and Louisiana State University, Thomas says she and the full mall
staff have been spending seven days a week at the facility working on improvements.
Seasonal attractions are the arrival of Santa Claus

Kenner state of the
city address given
by Mayor Zahn
On November 16, 2017,
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn
addressed a KBA luncheon
meeting regarding the
state of the city. Below are
the highlights of Mayor
Zahn’s speech.

Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn

We’ve been in office almost a year and we’ve done a lot. But
we can’t take the credit – and when I say we, I mean myself, my
administration, the Kenner City Council and Kenner Police Chief
Mike Glaser. We’ve had good leadership from the past two past administrations who did a lot of things that put us on the right track.
At a past Kenner Business Association meeting, you had a
speaker who said things were terrible in the city of Kenner. I don’t
know if you remember that. I’m here to prove it’s not terrible in
the city of Kenner. There’s great relationships with the Kenner City
Council, the police chief and parish government. We will continue
to have those relationships.
New administration
When we first came in we organized an administrative team
that included parish, state and federal experience. Deborah Cunningham Foshee is our chief administrative officer and Kriss Fortunato is our deputy chief administrative officer. It is important to
have the type of experience they bring to the table to make sure
Kenner continues on the right path.
We revived the internal auditor position with Adam Campo
and he’s doing a great job with that. We have a cultural diversity coordinator, Rafael Saddy. He is reaching out to the different
cultures in the city of Kenner and making sure everyone realizes they are welcome and we are moving forward. As we look at
Williams Boulevard, there are some issues that need to be
page 16

Christmas seasons, along
with twice-a-week interior snowfalls on Thursdays
and Saturdays at 6:00 p.m.
until December 30. “Santa is here to interact with
the kids and take family photos,” says Thomas.
“We think that kids of all
ages will love the snowfall
which is always a unique
experience in Louisiana. It’s very realistic and is a perfect complement to Santa and the holiday festivities.”
Holiday events scheduled also include “Beignets
with Santa” on Saturday, December 2 from 9:00 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m., Access Health’s “Holiday Toy Giveaway”
and pet photo night with Santa on December 14 from
5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. The Esplanade is also offering a
“Holiday Poetry and Shop” in the food court on Decem-

City hosts Christmas
Village along with other
festive events
Kenner’s Christmas Village
opened on Saturday, November 25,
2017 in a new location this year
in Kenner City Park.
This year, city officials
have added extra days allowing the village to be open after
Christmas through Saturday,
December 30, 2017. Santa Claus
will be visiting Kenner’s Christmas
Village every Wednesday through
Friday from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00
p.m., on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m.
page 18

Kenner Food Bank needs
holiday donations
During the holidays
the Kenner Food Bank
gets inundated with increased requests from its
residents and critically
needs the support of the
community as it continues to feed those in need.
This support allows the
food bank to provide for children, families, the elderly and the homeless who require assistance year-round.
The Kenner Food Bank is a member agency of Second Harvest
Food Bank Greater New Orleans and Acadiana, who deliver food
weekly to the food bank. Other community partners, such as local
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A compassionate visit with Santa for children with
sensory needs will allow guests to be able to visit Santa
in an environment designed to support the sensory,
physical and developmental needs of kids with all abilities. Guests who visit with the compassionate Santa will
see no lines, no crowds and no music to make the children visiting Santa more comfortable. Compassionate
Santa will be in the mall on Sunday, December 3 from
10:00 until noon.
The improvements from Pacific Retail began with
the exterior of the building, including pressure washing
and painting the entire exterior of the building. The Esplanade’s General Manager Damian Kennedy ordered a
complete revamp of the landscaping, including cutting
back overgrown hedges and trees. All flower beds have
been completely redone and additional flowers have
been added at all the entrances. The ring road around
the mall has been re-striped and all traffic signs have
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Jefferson Parish Councilman
Impastato offers new ideas
by Allan Katz
Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Dominick Impastato has promised
he would be offering new innovative ideas
that would improve parish government
and the quality of life in Jefferson.
Impastato, who served since April
2014 as a Kenner councilman, won the parish council seat on October 14, 2017 and
Jefferson Parish District 4 took office on November 1, 2017 to fulfill
Councilman Dominick Impastato
the unexpired term through June 30, 2018
of Ben Zahn who became Kenner mayor in January 2017.
Impastato, a Kenner resident, an attorney and a partner in a
New Orleans-based law firm, said he’s now ready to begin discussing
some of his new and innovative ideas for improving life in Kenner and
in the rest of Jefferson Parish.
Among those ideas is a proposal to seek public-private partnerships to cover open Jefferson Parish drainage canals. Impastato wants to
see if consortiums of developers, architects, engineers and contractors
would be interested in paying the cost of covering portions of drainage
canals in return for the rights to develop the closed-in areas as retail
and office centers. “We need to see if potential developers would be interested in creating usable space over the canals,” said Impastato. “In
New Orleans, you can see along Canal Boulevard beautiful gardens
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Fright Light
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Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062
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one world one sky: Big Bird’s

Adventure

Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper,
the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and
discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live
in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth
about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40
feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of
the greatest mysteries in paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did
creatures the size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation of seasonal
holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling
display of laser lights and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

Season of Light

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas? • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah? • What did the Wise Men really see in the East? Find
these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky at the time of Jesus’
birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes

Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree
House fans of all ages.

All events held at the Kenner Pavilion 3800 Loyola Dr.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA - Ages 2&up
This is a pancake and sausage breakfast filled
with games, arts and crafts, face painting,
Santa Pictures and more.
December 2nd and 9th at 9:00am
Tickets: $8.00/Adult and $5.00/Kids
JAMMIN' WITH SANTA - Ages 2&up
Come In your favorite Christmas pajamas! Pictures with Santa,
pizza, cooking decorating, arts and crafts, story time with Mrs.
Clause and more all included!
December 15th, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $8.00/Adult and $5.00/Kids
A FROZEN PARTY - Ages 4&up
This is a Frozen party that includes pictures with your
favorite characters Elsa and Olaf. Frozen themed
snacks, arts and crafts and games plus ice skating.
December 23rd, 10:00 a.m. - noon
Tickets: $10.00 per child

For event tickets go to
https://kenner.recdesk.com or
call 468-7211.
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Recipe Corner

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

CAULIFLOWER
CHOWDER
By foodieforone.com

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Warm those tummies this holiday season with a bowl
of this nutritious “Cauliflower Chowder.” It’s easy to prepare
and a sure crowd pleaser when served in mini mugs as an appetizer.
Garnish your own way…oyster crackers, crumbled bacon, pork belly pieces or fresh
grated cheddar. Here’s our version!
INGREDIENTS
6 strips of bacon, chopped; 1 yellow onion, diced; 2 carrots, diced; 2 stalks celery, diced;
1 tablespoon garlic, chopped; 1 cup half and half; 4 cups chicken broth; 2 tablespoons
butter; 1 bay leaf; 1 head cauliflower, rough chopped; 1/4 cup all purpose flour
DIRECTIONS
In a cast iron Dutch oven brown six strips of bacon, chopped, until crisp. Remove to a
paper towel-lined dish to dry.
Leave a heaping tablespoon of bacon grease in the Dutch oven and add butter, onion,
celery and carrots. Cook about four minutes. Add entire head of cauliflower. Cook
another 4 minutes.
Add flour, chicken broth and half and half. Stir well and slowly bring to a boil, then lower
heat to simmer for about 12 minutes. Add salt, pepper and Cajun Seasoning to taste.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM

Add more flour to achieve more thickness or more half and half to thin. Chowder
should be creamy and thick.
You can add two cups of aged shredded cheddar to
the pot of chowder at the end. It adds thickening
power and delectability!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by
step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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OPENING SEPTEMBER 1

5590 Canal Blvd.
5590 Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA
70124
New Orleans, LA 70124

join the email list:
lovittlife.com
join the email list:
lovittlife.com

Facebook & Instagram (put icons instead of
purefitnessnola
naming them): @purefitnessandyoga

purefitnessyoga@gmail.com
purefi
tnessyoga@gmail.com

Classes:

@trainerlovitt
mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt
trainerlovitt
Early Morning
• Mid Day •
EveningHIIT.
YOGA.

nience & patience.

& patience.

www.purefitnessandyoga.com

@purefitness&yoga

mattlovitt
purefitnessnola

www.purefitnessandyoga.com

FITNESS.

trainerlovitt

Pre-Opening Special
10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for
$400
Offer valid through September 30.

HOLIDAY
GIFT CARDS!

New Member Special: Attend all the classes you
want for a 10 day period $40

5 Classes for $60

No sign up fee!
Purchase on MindBody
Sign up using the MindBody app.

Where people get stronger, lives
get longer & dreams come true.

NO SIGN UP FEE!
Sign up using the MindBody app.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR THE MINDBODY APP FOR SCHEDULE AND PRICING.
MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer
> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including movement screening,
diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Early morning & after work appointments available
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005 | 504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com
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Kenner Community Development Department does great job of helping city’s most needy
By Allan Katz
As we enter the
holiday season when
helping the needy is
most appreciated, I’d
like to suggest a standing ovation for the Kenner Community Development Department.
For example, the department marked the Thanksgiving holiday by handing out more than 500 turkeys. The turkeys came courtesy of Ronnie Mains of CRC Global Solutions,
a very community-minded company. Then, rather than filling all the baskets with the same side food for every recipient,
each recipient was given a $25 voucher that allowed them to
choose the rest of their meal. As Mike Ince, interim director of Kenner’s Community Development Department, said,
“We know that many people have special dietary needs. The
vouchers allowed them to select their own side dishes and
desserts in accordance with their special needs.”
The more than 500 recipients were all Kenner residents, certified as being at income levels set by federal
regulations. If it were not for this department, assisted
by the Kenner Food Bank and Second Harvest, many of
those who enjoyed their turkey dinners would not have
much to celebrate on a day when it’s hoped that every
American will be happy to give thanks for the good things
in their lives.
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The department also runs the Kenner Food Bank
which provides a food supply to over 400 individuals
monthly that have become income-certified to received
nutritional assistance.
In addition, Kenner’s Community Development
Department is providing a free legal consultations for civil matters to those who qualify by income level on Saturday, January 20, 2018, from 10:00 a.m. until noon at Kenner’s Hispanic Resource Center. It is sponsored by the
Pro Bono Project and the legal firm of Ferriol, Perez and
Gordon, LLC and will offer assistance on issues such as
wills, successions, lease disputes, foreclosures, bankruptcies, elderly and disabled problems among other topics.
I am especially impressed by another community
development program that is working with eligible owners of four Kenner homes to provide disability enhancements, electrical work, HVAC, roofing, plumbing and
removal of mold at no cost. Three of the four recipients
are senior citizens.
On Friday, December 8, the department is hosting
registration for the state’s SNAP program which helps
those with certain income levels to receive food stamps.
It will be held from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the city’s
Hispanic Resource Center.
Also on the community development calendar
is a December 16 Prospect 4 International Art Exhibi-

tion, “Down by the River,” in the Rivertown Public Art
Courtyard. This is the first internationally promoted art
exhibition in the city of Kenner. At a previous art exhibition, there was special entertainment. The NOLA Dance
project performed and Jake Landry, along with the Right
Lane Bandits, provided music. More than 20 artists participated in the exhibition and over 80 patrons attended.
The Kenner Community Development Department
administers federal, state and local funds to provide an
array of community services and social programs. Along
with food distribution the department also assists fire
victims, finds housing for the homeless, offers youth programs and offers a first-time homebuyers program. You
can get more information on these programs and others
at the city’s website, www.kenner.la.us.
Mike Ince is an interesting fellow. He came here
from Florida in 2009 and found a job with Kenner city
government. He worked at several different jobs, working his way up and impressing his supervisors. Ince has
an undergraduate degree from Florida State University
and has since earned a master’s from the University of
New Orleans. He was also an outstanding student at the
Loyola University institute of Politics where I’ve been a
faculty member for several decades.
Ince says his team of 14 employees do an outstanding job. “We’re very proud to be part of this city’s team,”

says Ince. “But we also feel that we’re probably different
than most other city departments because we deal directly with the people we help, who very often are those the
most in need. Often, they are senior citizens living on Social Security or single mothers that are providing for their
children on limited incomes. Our team at community
development treats each person who comes through our
door with dignity. We understand that everyone has pride
and deserves to be addressed with respect and civility.”
When the line formed outside Kenner’s Food Bank
for Thanksgiving, it stretched around the corner for more
than a block and a half. But, because of the efficiency of
the community development staff, the wait time was no
more than 20 minutes. “We wanted to deliver the turkeys
to our food bank recipients in an efficient and timely
manner while being aware that these residents are coming to us looking for a helping hand. Their time is just as
valuable as anyone else,” said Ince.
I think Ince and his team reflect well on Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn and the Kenner City Council. The Kenner Community Development team, I am sure, will help
make the Christmas holidays a nice time for many Kenner families that need some help.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political
Hollywood and liberal media are collapsing like a house
of cards police in Beverly Hills, Toronto and the United King- worked with him on the set.
dom. Obviously, he could be prosecuted for behavior

By Jeff Crouere that was allowed and ignored by the Hollywood elite
In recent days,
veteran broadcaster
Charlie Rose has been
accused of various forms of sexual harassment by
eight women. After the allegations were released,
Rose was terminated by PBS and CBS. This liberal
icon spent decades professing his support of women’s rights, but, in actuality, according to his multiple accusers, treated women as mere sexual objects.
The 75-year old journalist will most probably never
work for a media organization again.
Rose is only the most recent media or Hollywood
celebrity to be accused of sexual harassment. Almost
every day, another person is being outed, usually followed by an apology and prompt terminations. As in
the case of Rose, his colleagues expressed their utter
shock, even though rumors of his inappropriate behavior were no secret.
These revelations are happening at a dizzying
pace. It is continuing what has been a horrible year
for the mainstream news media and Hollywood. In
addition to major stars being accused of scandalous
behavior, movie studios are suffering from tremendous
failures at the box office. Unfortunately for Hollywood,
producing poor movies is not their only problem. The
vast majority of top stars espouse staunch liberal views.
It is quite possible that many Americans are tired of
wasting their hard-earned money on actors and actresses who regularly express hatred for President
Trump and traditional values.
Despite the severity of the box office decline,
the sexual harassment scandal sweeping Hollywood
is an even bigger dilemma. It all started with Harvey Weinstein, the disgusting producer, who is now
facing sexual assault, harassment and rape charges
from over 80 women. He is under investigation by

for decades. In fact, being fired from his production
company is the least of his problems.
Weinstein was a major donor and fundraiser
for Democratic candidates like Barack Obama
and Hillary Clinton. He was praised by stars such
as Meryl Streep, who once called him a “god.” Now,
the entire industry is trying to disown one of their
most influential power players.
The latest problem for Weinstein is a $14 million
lawsuit that has been filed by an unnamed Toronto
actress who alleges that he sexually assaulted her
twice in 2000. In a familiar story, the actress remained
silent until now because she was fearful that Weinstein would damage her career. She claims that Weinstein exposed himself to her and performed oral sex
on her against her will. In recent days, she reported
Weinstein’s alleged activities to the Toronto police and
claimed in the lawsuit that his actions caused her “numerous mental and physical ailments.”
The floodgates have now been opened. A former
producer, Becky Steenhoek, is suing the Warner Bros.
company for alleged sexual harassment she suffered
in 2016 on the set of “The Bachelor” and “The Bachelorette.” Another Hollywood titan, director Brett Ratner, has been accused of sexual assault by actress Olivia Munn and several other women. Even celebrated
actor Dustin Hoffman has been accused of sexual harassment. In The Hollywood Reporter, Anna Graham
Hunter wrote about the ways that Hoffman engaged in
inappropriate sexual talk and touching when she was
a 17-year-old intern on the set of a TV movie.
Writer-Director James Toback is facing sexual
harassment charges from dozens of women, including actresses Selma Blair and Rachel McAdams. Actor and comedian Andy Dick is now unemployed after
being fired from his latest movie due to accusations
of sexual misconduct from a number of people who

When actor Jeremy Piven was accused of
multiple incidents of sexual wrongdoing by reality
TV star Ariane Bellamar, he denied the charges. In
contrast, actor Kevin Spacey did not deny inappropriate behavior in 1986 with then 14-year-old actor
Anthony Rapp. He used the opportunity to claim
ignorance and blame it on “drunken behavior” and
announce that he is a gay man, infuriating many
LGBT activists who did not appreciate how Spacey
connected the abuse accusation with his decision
to proclaim his sexual orientation. Thereafter, several other men, including Mexican actor Roberto
Cavazos, accused Spacey of unwanted touching and
predatory stalking. This led Netflix to halt production on Spacey’s hit series, “House of Cards.”
Troubling accusations have also been leveled
against actor Ben Affleck for inappropriate touching. Almost every day, Americans are learning that
one of their favorite stars engaged in reprehensible
behavior that, in many cases, was covered up by
Hollywood colleagues.
At this time, it is uncertain how many more
Hollywood stars will face similar accusations. However, it is certain that the industry is facing a tremendous crisis, the biggest in its history. Of course,
Hollywood will survive this crisis, but it will be forever changed, hopefully for the better.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs
locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio
station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere,
a political columnist, is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries
on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email Crouere
at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Government
RSVP Today
For December
Holiday Party

Join KBA at our Holiday Party
that will support two organizations,
The Kenner Boxing Club &
The Kenner Fire Department
Three sponsorship levels available
Santa $1000.00, Rudolph $500.00 or Frosty $250.00
Individual Tickets are $25.00 PP

Tuesday December 12th 5:30pm - 8:00pm
The Crossing 519 Williams Blvd Kenner, LA

For Event Info Contact

Judy Labella: (504) 416-7637 or Mary Sharon: (504) 452-0477
To RSVP go to: www.kennerbusinessassocation.com

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast at 7 a.m.

Thursday, December 21
at the Best Western Landmark Hotel
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Christmas fun is plentiful in our city
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
I urge everyone
to shop for items on
their Christmas list,
including a Christmas
tree, enjoy some great
food and entertainment and try out the new ice skating rink at our city’s Christmas Village, which recently
opened in its new location in Kenner City Park, 3800
Loyola Drive.
We added some wonderful new attractions and
fun to Christmas Village, while at the same time retaining some of the most popular aspects of this popular
yearly tradition – including a an official Kenner Christmas tree, Santa Claus and snow every single night.
Kenner District 5 Councilwoman Kelly Hand and
I, Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser, along with the
rest of the Kenner City Council, are very excited about
this year’s event and what the future holds for a bigger
and better Christmas Village.
By moving to City Park from Heritage Park in Rivertown, we gained lots of room for this year’s Village
and plenty of space for continued growth.
That additional space made renting a synthetic
ice skating rink possible, as well as adding attractions

like a Christmas tree lot and Bavarian Biergarten.
There also will be more food and crafts available.
It only made sense to expand the hours and the
days that the Christmas Village will be open.
The Christmas Village is open Wednesday through
Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday from 10:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8:00 p.m. The
Village will remain open until December 30.
We will be holding a number of special events at
Christmas Village throughout this month. “Breakfast
with Santa” will be held on December 2 and December 9; a “Jammin’ with Santa” pajama party which
includes arts and crafts, pizza, cookie decorating and
story time with Mrs. Claus – will be held December 15
and a “Frozen Party,” featuring Elsa and Olaf, will be
held on December 23.
For more information on Christmas Village, call
the Kenner Recreation Department at 468-7211.
And finally, I’d like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner Community Development
Department offers multitude of
programs
By Michael C. Ince – Kenner Community Development Interim Director
Our Kenner Community Development
Department offers many different programs to our Kenner
residents from the Kenner Food Bank to free legal assistance to first time homebuyers financial assistance.
The First Time Homebuyers (FTHB) assistance program, established and administered by the city of Kenner
Department of Community Development, is designed to
assist low, moderate and median income households interested in purchasing a home in Kenner.
The program will bring homeownership closer to
those families whose gross annual household incomes are
at or below 80 percent of the Area Median Income as defined by HUD.
Successful applicants will be eligible for a deferred
payment loan, i.e. grant, up to $35,000 to be used to reduce their primary mortgage loan amounts. This is a soft
second mortgage which will be forgiven according to specific grant terms and an affordability period established
by HUD. Program participants are required to complete
a first-time homebuyers training course, a “Financial Fitness Training” class and meet with a housing specialist
one-on-one to go over budget, credit, mortgage financing
and program requirements.
During the 2016-2017 program year, 10 applicants
received down payments and closing costs assistance
to purchase their first home in the city of Kenner totaling $286,056 in grant assistance. This program funding
is provided through U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Home Investment Partnership Act.
Applications are being accepted on an on-going basis as
long as funds are available. Interested applicants can get
information from our Kenner Community Development
Department located at 624 Williams Boulevard or by calling 468-7588.
We are both excited and equally saddened to be
wrapping up our participation in the SoundPlaces Pilot
Grant Program sponsored by Chamber Music America,
Project for Public Spaces and the Louisiana Office of Cul-

tural Development. Over the past year the city of Kenner
and Rivertown Main Street have been working closely with
The Westerlies, a four piece brass quintet from Brooklyn,
NY by way of Seattle, Washington. As with most pilot programs there are opportunities to miss your objective, learn
from the mistakes and follow up with a positive outcome.
In this case we were fortunate enough to have Reilly, Willem, Zubin and Andy come to Kenner four times throughout the year and implement the strategies that we had
mapped out over the many phone conferences and email
exchanges in between those visits. The purpose of this pilot program was to find a way to pair chamber music with
activating underutilized spaces in the Rivertown Historic
District. While here The Westerlies also performed and
taught at local schools to engage students interested in
becoming professional musicians.
The Rivertown Arts Council has been busy with the
recent installment of the La Salle’s Landing Butterfly Garden project. As a result we now are an official monarch butterfly waystation for migrating monarch butterflies, which
also attracts twelve other butterfly species based upon the
plants that were donated. We would li ke to thank our many
donors and Linda Auld of Barber Laboratories for her help
in designating this site as an official waystation.
Continuing on from this success the Rivertown Arts
Council will be playing host once a month from November through February for the Prospect 4 International
Art Exhibition titled “Down by the River.” We will have
over twenty participating artists in the Rivertown Public
Art Courtyard (formerly the Rivertown Science Museum
Courtyard) showcasing their work to the community. As
a participating official Louisiana Cultural District we are
beginning to fully engage the community through art as a
vision for Rivertown.
Kenner Community Development Interim Director
Michael C. Ince can be reached at 468-7588or cd@kenner.
la.us. Kenner Community Development Office is located
at 624 Williams Boulevard.

Police
Keeping the holidays merry and
safe
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
As you finish preparing
for the fast-approaching holidays, you must
remember that criminals are also very busy this time of
year. The most frequent holiday crimes are committed
in and around shopping malls when you are not paying
attention. Please review the following safety tips with
your family. These suggestions will help you have a safe
and happy holiday season.
• Avoid shopping when you are exhausted. You are
more alert when you are less tired.
• Always lock your car doors, even if leaving your car
for just a moment. Car thieves are always watching
and take vehicles that are easiest to steal.
• Hang your belongings on hooks in dressing rooms
and public restrooms to avoid them being snatched
from under your feet.
• When parking at shopping centers, do so in areas
that are properly lit and bring a shopping partner
along with you for safety.
• Write down where you parked your car. Being unable to locate your vehicle can cause stress and confusion that will make you an easy target for criminals.
• Before you exit your vehicle, check the area to make
sure it looks safe and keep your engine running until
you’re ready to leave your vehicle in case you should
need to flee the area quickly.
• Do not have your arms completely filled when going
to your car, especially when it’s dark.
• Make sure to put your purchases in the trunk of your
vehicle and out of sight so thieves aren’t tempted to
break into your vehicle.
• Occasionally check your purse to make sure it is
securely closed to avoid becoming a victim of pickpockets.
• When ordering gifts online, make sure the website
you use is secure before providing your credit card
number.
• Check into any unfamiliar organization looking for
“holiday donations.”
• After opening gifts, break down all boxes and put
them in plastic bags to hide the fact you have valuable items in your home.

• Be extremely careful using ATM machines this time
of year. Always use them in populated places and
pay close attention to what’s going on around you.
• When shopping during this time of year, forgo carrying around large amounts of cash. Instead, make gift
purchases with checks or credit cards when possible.
• In your home, avoid displaying gifts where they can
easily be seen from a window or doorway. Leaving
gifts in plain view may attract unwanted attention.
• If you’ll be leaving town for the holidays, ask a
trusted neighbor to keep an eye on your home. Having someone pick up your mail and parking their
vehicle in your driveway from time to time will give
the appearance that someone is indeed home.
• You can also create the illusion of someone being
home by using timers on lights, radios and TVs.
• Make a list of emergency contacts to bring with you
on your journey including state police information
for each state you’ll be traveling through.
• If you’ll be flying during the holidays, use covered
luggage tags to conceal your address and consider
using your office address instead of your home address.
• Keep an eye on your luggage and valuables both in
the airport and on your flight and consider wearing
a waist/fanny pack or neck wallet, especially while
sleeping on a flight.
For extra peace of mind, feel free to contact the Kenner Police Department at 712-2200 to request a patrol
of your home while you are away for the holidays. The
Kenner Police Department wishes you and your loved
ones a safe and happy holiday season. Please feel free
to contact me should you have any safety issues or concerns.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also
download the free Kenner Police Department mobile
app for both Apple and Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.
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$19
Daily lunch specials!
Happy Hour
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM
Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472
4337 Airline Drive
Metairie

Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 14 Years of Services

KPD awarded overtime traffic enforcement
grant from Louisiana Highway Safety
Commission
on October 1, 2017 and continues through September
In November 2017, the Kenner Police Department was awarded an overtime traffic enforcement
grant from the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission.
The grant, totaling $21,550, emphasizes enforcement
against alcohol/impaired driving (DWI) and occupant
protection (seatbelt/child restraint) violations by motorists in the city of Kenner. The funding will provide for
overtime expenditures of police officers conducting patrols for such enforcement of these particular violations.
Besides enforcement patrols, the funding will
also be utilized for police officers working overtime
while conducting periodic DWI or occupant protection
checkpoints throughout the grant period. Officers will
also work overtime for this program during “Special
Wave Enforcement” campaign periods that are scheduled throughout the year.
The grant period for this program commenced

30, 2018.
The enforcement patrols campaign period are:
November 19-26, 2017
“Click It or Ticket” Thanksgiving
December 13, 2017-January 1, 2018
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” Christmas/New
Year’s
February 2-14, 2018
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” Mardi Gras
April 20-26, 2018
“Buckle Up in Your Truck”
May 21-June 3, 2018
“Click It or Ticket” National Mobilization
June 29-July 5, 2018
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” Independence
Day
August 17-September 3, 2018
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” National Mobilization/Labor Day

Joy, Happiness,
Health, Blessings
❖ CARF ACCREDITATED
all of these and
many more are
❖ Certified by the Office
our wishes.
of Behavior Health
HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH

SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION
Counseling and Therapy ❖ Crisis Management
Medication Management

❖ WE WELCOME CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS
AND ADULTS

❖ MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY ACCEPTED
AT THIS TIME

❖ NOW TAKING COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:

Hiring LCSWs • Bilingual Staff • Please email resume or call the office.
Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com
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Community

Christmas Open House
Dec. 8 & 9

15% OFF ALL GIFT
CERTIFICATES
All in salon
products
Buy 2 & get 3rd
at 1/2 PRICE

HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net
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When Santa hits the skies for the holidays he
doesn’t have to worry about his transmission
breaking down… But You Do!

sion • Den
nis
smis
ran

Automatic

otiv
tom e
Au

Seasons
Greetings

T

Before you get on the road for the holidays, get your transmission
serviced, so you and your family won’t be stranded for the holidays!

Service on
most cars is $155

Fa
mi
ed
ly O
rat
wned and Ope

Best!
e
h
t
t
Expec

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn declared Thursday, November 16, 2017, as Kenner’s Arbor Day.
Communities throughout the country celebrate
Arbor Day as a special day for tree planting and to recognize the value trees have for homes, businesses and
neighborhoods.
“We add trees to all areas of our city whenever
possible,” Zahn said. “In addition to the cooling shade,
trees add beauty to our city and trees absorb pollution,
so we remain committed to increasing our treescape in
Kenner.”
The city, which has been recognized by the National Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree City USA community, has become part of a nationwide movement to use

natural infrastructure such as trees and unpaved open
spaces to offset some of the undesirable effects of urban
development. The main push behind this movement is
storm water management and trees play a critical role
in delaying and absorbing rainfall prior to it reaching
Kenner drainage canals.
Proper tree care is vital for the long life of trees,
particularly in an area like Kenner, where severe storms
are not uncommon. Experts recommend pruning trees
when they are young to establish a sound structure that
will be better able to stand up to storms. Also, make
sure to have any large trees inspected every few years
for signs of disease, defects or weakness that could be
exploited during the next storm.

“Sipping with Santa” annual event helps
stock city’s food bank

We Shop For You!

Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Trees important part of urban life

On Tuesday, December 5, 2017, the 8th annual
“Sipping with Santa” fundraiser at Chateau Golf and
Country Club will be held to help stock the Kenner Food
Bank with items necessary to meet the anticipated
higher demand during the winter and holiday season
to help fight the battle against hunger. This year the
proceeds from this event will also benefit the Jefferson
Parish Senior Citizens Meal Delivery Program.
Since 2010, the event has raised funds to furnish
baskets during the holiday season for most of the families on the food bank’s registry. New families are being
added to the registry each year and demand is high.
The fundraiser, hosted by Mike and Michelle Yenni and
Keith and Barbie Conley, raised over $30,000 last year.
The fundraiser will occupy both ballrooms at Chateau Golf and Country Club and will be held from 6:00
p.m. until 9:00 p.m. There will be appetizers, an open

bar featuring holiday-themed martinis and wine, door
prizes, music and local entertainment. Guests will be
able to Christmas shop in “Santa’s Secret Shopping Village,” win prizes from silent auctions and raffles and
take home a keepsake photo with Santa. “Sipping with
Santa” is an adult-only cocktail party.
Tickets can be purchased by check made payable to the Kenner Food Bank and delivered to
Chateau Golf and Country Club or can be bought
online at www.eventbrite.com.Individual tickets
are $39.01 per person, plus one non-perishable food
item. Vendors and sponsors are needed. Sponsorship
levels begin at $500. The Lupin Foundation is a major
sponsor this year. Event planners are still taking donations for the auction. Those interested in helping or
learning more about the event can email admin@chateaugcc.com or call 467-1351.

Government
Bids to replace West Esplanade Avenue
Bridges to be let in February
The city of Kenner received notice that the
Louisiana Department of Transportation will let bids
in February of 2018 for the replacement of the West
Esplanade Avenue bridges at the Duncan Canal.
The $14 million project will significantly improve the city of Kenner’s drainage capacity, improve
pedestrian safety and mobility and add landscaping
features. This is a collaborative effort between the
Federal Highway Administration, the state of Loui-

siana and the city of Kenner.
This project is also a part of Kenner’s 2030 program. Construction is expected to last 12 months.
“We are excited to see this project move from the
drawing board to actual construction,” said Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn. “Thanks to our funding partners at
the local, state and federal level, we are turning the
corner on many previously planned projects. And the
people are the beneficiaries.”

Kenner code sweeps uncover 176 violations
On November 13, 2017, inspectors from Kenner’s
Inspections and Code Enforcement Department announced they had uncovered 176 violations during a
pair of recent code sweeps in the city. A sweep of the
3500 to 3700 blocks of Martinique Avenue was scheduled after receiving complaints from nearby residents.
A total of 89 code violations were uncovered including
one abandoned refrigerator, three abandoned vehicles,
three addresses required, 22 buildings needing maintenance required, 10 soffit or fascia issues, eight fence
repairs needed, 17 cases of litter or debris, 11 unsafe
electrical conditions, one unsafe plumbing condition,

five window/doors/screens issues and eight cases of vermin or rodent proofing needed.
During a sweep of the 2600 and 2700 block of Albany and Acron streets, inspectors uncovered 87 violations. The inspectors found 12 abandoned vehicles, four
building permits required, 16 buildings needing maintenance, seven soffit or fascia issues, two fences needing
repair, nine addresses required, five cases of high grass,
18 cases of litter or debris, one oversized vehicle, one occupational license required, one case of stagnant water,
five unsafe electrical conditions, four rodent proofings
next page
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Law
What to do after a parking lot
accident

Offering

By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Driving through
a parking lot can be
just as stressful as driving on the road, especially
during the holidays. With cars pulling into and
out of parking spaces and people walking to and
from stores, even the most careful driver needs to
be extra wary. Parking lot accidents are common,
according to the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety, 20 percent of all auto accidents happen in
commercial parking lots. In my previous columns,
I discussed what to do when an accident occurs on
the road, but what if you are involved in an accident in a parking lot?
Regardless of where an accident takes place,
the primary concern is always your personal safety
and the safety of everyone involved. Similarly, the
first steps are to notify the police and your respective insurance companies, exchange information,
take pictures and talk to witnesses.
Despite the similarities, accidents in parking lots can be different in a number of ways. You
should be aware of these differences so you can
handle the aftermath of the accident in the best
way possible. Typically, when there is a car accident
on a public road the police will respond, determine
fault and write an accident report. However, there
is no guarantee that the police will respond to a
car accident in a parking lot unless there are serious injuries or public safety concerns. Although it
is rare for the police to respond to a private parking
lot accident, it is still a good idea to call them to
report the accident anyway.
Since there will likely not be a police officer
on the scene to write a report, it is imperative that
you gather as much information as possible about
the other driver, vehicle and accident scene in order to create your own informal report of the accident to submit to your insurance company and
to refer to at a later date. As stated in my previous
columns, it is helpful to have index cards and pens
in your vehicle to document all of the important information. It is also helpful to look for security personnel who may have been monitoring the parking
lot at the time. In most large commercial parking
lots, especially in mall settings during the holidays,
security personnel (and sometimes even police officers) drive around, primarily to discourage shoplifting, car break-ins and to ensure customer safety.
When security personnel arrive, they should
complete an incident report. Ask them for a copy of
the report or who to contact to obtain the report at
a later date. In contrast to a police report, you don’t
have a legal right to the incident report if management does not voluntarily give you a copy, but an
attorney can subpoena it if necessary. Also, without
a police report to guide in a determination of fault,
it is even more important to take pictures, get witness statements and make note of any surveillance
cameras in order to help the insurance companies

Code sweeps

from previous page

required and two windows/doors/screens issues.
As a result of the sweeps, property owners are
summoned to court and forced to come into compliance with Kenner’s code laws. Often, these property
owners also face fines and court costs. Even after the
property owners come into compliance, they are placed
on probation, and if the violation is repeated, they can

determine fault.
Fault will likely be determined based on who
had the right-of-way. Parking lots usually lack sufficient traffic signals and signs, causing some confusion over who has the right-of-way in some situations. The best way to determine this is by considering (and noting in your informal report) what
type of lane you are in. Parking lots typically have
two basic types of lanes: thoroughfares and feeder
lanes. A thoroughfare is a lane that enters from or
exits to a street. They tend to be wider and are the
main arteries of the parking lot. Feeder lanes, on
the other hand, are smaller lanes that begin and
end at the thoroughfares and are usually lined with
parking spaces on both sides. Those who are driving
in a thoroughfare have the right-of-way over those
coming out of feeder lanes, barring any traffic signs
to the contrary. That means that you must stop and
allow traffic in the thoroughfare to proceed before
moving out of a feeder lane. Similarly, anyone who
is moving out of a parking space (whether backing
out or pulling forward) must yield to those who are
driving in a lane. Also, typically, any situation in
which you strike a legally parked vehicle will find
you at fault.
If you do hit a parked car and the owner is
nowhere in sight, stay at the scene. You must wait
for a reasonable amount of time for the owner to
return or make an effort to contact the owner of
the car. If the owner does not return, and cannot
be located, you must leave a note on the car. Your
note must include your full name, address, contact
number, insurance information including company
and policy number, and a quick explanation of the
accident. If you fail to at least leave a note, you
are considered a hit-and-run driver and could face
fines or even jail time. Remember, getting into an
accident is not a crime, but leaving the scene of an
accident is.
If a parking lot accident results in only minor
property damage to the cars, you may not need
to consult an attorney. However, if your property
damage is more serious or you require medical
treatment, it is recommended that you consult an
attorney to be sure that your rights and claim are
protected.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and
should not be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident,
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law
Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard,
Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations
are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can
be reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.
be recharged under the original violation.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn urged residents to continue to call the city’s code enforcement department
with any concerns about code issues in their neighborhood. “We are going out on a weekly basis to send
a strong message to property owners and residents that
the city’s code enforcement rules must be followed,”
Zahn said. “We appreciate residents letting us know
areas of concern in the city.”

comprehensive treatment
of GI disorders

Ochsner Gastroenterology Services
Our multidisciplinary program specializes in the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal
and liver disease. Millions of Americans suffer from some form
of digestive condition, from acid reflux and irritable bowel
syndrome to invasive cancers. Because of Ochsner’s expert
diagnostic capabilities, innovative treatment solutions and
world-class patient care, our program is a leader in the region.

Services Include:
• Advanced Endoscopy

• Crohn’s Disease

• Gastroenterology

• Reflux

• Pancreatic Biliary Services

• GERD

• Liver Disease

FOR PATIENTS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 45-80, SPEAK
WITH YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT THE NEED FOR A
COLONOSCOPY. THE PROCEDURE ONLY TAKES ABOUT
30 MINUTES AND IS AN EASY WAY TO REDUCE YOUR
RISK OF COLON CANCER.

CALL 504-443-9500 TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT WITH ONE
OF OUR SPECIALISTS.

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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Home

Christmas safety tips
By Dan Dormady
When you prepare your home for
Christmas this year
with the tree, lights and
other decorations, you also need to think about doing it
safely. It seems every year, we hear about a tragedy at
Christmas time due to overheating Christmas lights or
extension cords.
Check all your cords for frays, splits or damage.
Don’t use them if they’re damaged. Don’t tape them up
and don’t run extension cords under carpeting or rugs.
Try not to use extension cords that are still rolled up.
Use a shorter cord or extend it out completely.
To reduce the risk of overheating, replace any

burned out light bulbs promptly with like volt and
wattage replacement bulbs. Always unplug your
lights before installing or replacing the light bulbs.
Most Christmas lights today have small fuses to
limit the amount of current that will pass through the
lights. When using Christmas tree lights, basic precautions should always be followed. Do not use the lights
outdoors unless the lights are marked suitable for
indoor/outdoor use. When outdoor lights are used in
outdoor applications, connect the outdoor lights to a
ground fault circuit interrupting (GFCI) electrical outlet. If one is not provided, contact a qualified electrician
for proper outdoor light installation.
Holiday lights are not intended for permanent
installation or use. Do not mount or place the lights
near gas or electric heaters, fireplaces, candles or other

similar sources of heat. Do not puncture the insulation
of the light sets with staples or nails.
Do not overload the electrical wiring by adding
additional light sets together. Only connect the recommended amount of light sets (usually three sets if not
stated in instructions) on one continuous light string.
It is not a good idea to connect different types of
light strings together. For example, don’t plug in a new
LED string to your old incandescent light string.
Do not close your doors or windows on the lights
or extension cords as this may damage the wire insulation. Do not cover the light bulbs with cloth, paper or
any material that is not part of the light set when in use.
Unplug the light bulbs when leaving the house,
when retiring for the night or if the Christmas tree
lights are left unattended.
According to the National Fire Protection Association, over 12 percent of home candle fires occur in
December. Never leave burning candles unattended

or sleep in a room with a lit candle. Keep candles out
of reach of children. Make sure candles are on stable
surfaces. Don’t burn candles near trees, curtains or any
other flammable items.
Lastly, make sure your tree is secured so it cannot be accidentally pulled or knocked over. If you have a
real tree, make sure your tree is not dry. A rule of thumb
is that you need to provide a quart of water per day per
inch of trunk diameter to ensure it stays properly watered.
Have a safe holiday season.
Dan Dormady is a licensed professional engineer and
licensed home inspector (LHI#10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting
engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached
at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’
website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Real Estate
First-time homebuyers are knocking: Are they being let in?
By Linda R. Martin
First-time homebuyers are eager to enter the housing market.
Getting in the door is
another story.
First-time homebuyers accounted for 34 percent
of sales this year, less than the 35 percent share in 2016
and off an average 39 percent historically, as shown by

the NAR 2017 Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers. Firsttimers bought costlier but smaller homes than in 2016,
at $190,000 and 1,640 square feet.
The kicker? Many first-timers are in a position
to purchase, says NAR Cheif Economist Lawrence Yun,
but still shut out.
“The dreams of many aspiring first-time buyers
were unfortunately dimmed over the past year by persistent inventory shortages, which undercut their ability to become homeowners.” Yun said. “With the lower

end of the market seeing the worst of the supply crunch,
house hunters faced mounting odds in finding their
first home. Multiple offers were a common occurrence,
investors paying in cash had the upper hand, and prices
kept climbing, which yanked homeownership out of
reach for countless would-be buyers. Solid economic
conditions and millennials in their prime buying years
should be translating to a lot more sales to first-timers,
but the unfortunate reality is that the nation’s homeownership rate will remain suppressed until entry level
supply conditions increase enough to improve overall
affordability,” says Yun.
Supply is so strained that 42 percent of homebuyers as a whole paid either at or over list price.
There are factors in favor of first timers, such as
having an easier time finding a mortgage. They are also
benefiting from the expertise of real estate profession-

als. Eighty-seven percent of buyers overall relied on a
real estate professional in their transactions. Realtors
over the past year have helped buyers, especially firsttime buyers, to navigate extremely competitive market
conditions where the need to be prepared and act
quickly has been paramount to the success of purchasing homes.
The savings issues and student debt struggles
are undercutting not only the opportunity to become
a homeowner, but also the opportunity for wealth.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner,
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned
and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Automotive
Prevent car troubles from
ruining your holiday travels
Please accept our appreciation and sincere thanks
for letting us serve you. Sometimes in the rush of business
life, we fail to say thanks loud enough to hear.
But you can be sure your patronage is never taken
for granted. Our aim is to please and satisfy you.
TO ALL OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
THE RICCA FAMILY

Open til noon Christmas Day

By Scott Zimmerman
As the holidays
approach, many motorists take to the
highways. Whether you perform your own maintenance or depend on the pros, fall service is the
time to undo the wear and tear of summer’s tough
conditions while getting ready for colder weather
ahead. Cold weather will only make existing problems worse. A breakdown is not fun in the winter, so
please see the following to fall car care tips.
First thing to do
Read your owner’s manual and follow the manufacturer’s recommended service schedules.
Engine performance
If you have any drive-ability problems such as
hard starts, rough idling, stalling, diminished power,
etc., visit a repair shop. Cold weather makes existing
problems worse. Replace dirty filters air, fuel, PCV,
etc.
Oil
Change your oil and oil filter as specified in

your manual or more often (every 3,000 miles or so)
if your driving is mostly stop-and-go or consists of frequent short trips.
Cooling system
The cooling system should be flushed and refilled as recommended. The level, condition and concentration of the coolant should be checked periodically. A 50/50 mix of antifreeze and water is usually
recommended. Never remove the radiator cap until
the engine has thoroughly cooled. The tightness and
condition of drive belts, clamps, and hoses should be
checked by a pro.
Heater/defroster
The heater and defroster must be in good working condition for passenger comfort and driver visibility.
Windshield wipers
Replace old blades and check and fill windshield washer solvent.
Battery
The only accurate way to detect a weak battery
is with professional equipment. For routine care,
page 17

Health
Be safe driving during the
holiday season
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
I’m sure all of us
have at some point in
our life felt sleepy while
driving. Even though we
feel like we have control over our driving, sleep deprivation
can have detrimental effects. In America approximately 71
percent of adults drive a car to and from work. In a recent
survey an estimated one in 25 adult drivers (aged 18 years
or older) report having fallen asleep while driving in the
previous 30 days. In 2013 it is estimated that drowsy driving was responsible for 72,000 crashes, 44,000 injuries and
800 deaths. Other research has estimated up to 6,000 fatal
crashes each year caused by drowsy driving. A study by researchers in Australia showed that being awake for 18 hours
produced an impairment equal to a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .05 and .10 after 24 hours. In all of 50 states
of America .08 is considered legally drunk.
You may be at risk for drowsy driving if you:
Don’t get enough sleep (seven to nine hours for
adults).
Have untreated sleep disorders such as sleep apnea.
Are a commercial driver operating for long duration of time.
Are a shift worker who works night shifts or longshifts.

Take medication to help you sleep.
Here are a few warning signs of drowsy driving:
Yawning or blinking frequently.
Missing an exit.
Difficulty remembering the past few miles
driven.
Drifting from your lane.
Hitting a rumble strip on the side of the road.
Even though there is no test to determine sleepiness
as there are for intoxication, such as breathalyzers, here are
a few tips to prevent and possibly save someone’s life.
Before “hitting the road:”
Get adequate sleep, most people need seven to nine
hours.
Schedule proper breaks about every 100 miles or two
hours during long trips.
Arrange for a travel companion to talk with and
share the driving.
Avoid alcohol and sedating medications.
Use countermeasures to prevent a fall-asleep crash while
driving.
Stop driving.
Take a nap for 15 to 20 minutes.
Drink a caffeinated beverage.
Be aware of rumble strips as a sign of sleepiness.
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There is no evidence that opening a window, turning
the radio volume high or stopping to stretch your legs will
help sleepy driving.
If you or someone you know snores at night time, this
may be a sign that they are not getting adequate sleep during the night. Talking to a sleep specialist and treating this
condition will help with drowsy driving.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana native, is
a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his residency at
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LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director at Sleep Center
of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard,
Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children
and adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is
board certified in family medicine by the American Board of
Family Medicine and currently practices pediatric/adult sleep
medicine in the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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Diabetic foot pain
By Alvah Tyson Wickboldt, Jr., M.D.
Diabetic peripheral neuropathy is a
growing diagnosis in
Louisiana because the
number of people with
diabetes continues to
grow. High blood sugar associated with Type 1 and Type 2
diabetes can cause or worsen other diseases in any organ
system including the heart, kidneys, blood vessels and
nerves. When nerves are damaged by elevated blood sugar
it is called neuropathy. Pain due to diabetic peripheral neuropathy is often experienced first in the feet and hands but
may spread toward the body along the arms and legs. It can
be described as burning, cold, tingling, aching, numbing or
throbbing sensations and may be accompanied by skin color
changes or swelling.
Studies have shown that up to 50 percent of people
with diabetes will develop signs or symptoms of peripheral
neuropathy with it occurring in 15 percent of diabetics. If
you think you have diabetic neuropathy your primary care
physician, podiatrist or endocrinologist can help diagnose it
based on your medical history, description of your pain and
a physical exam. Your provider will likely test your ability to
feel vibration or light touch in the affected areas. Laboratory tests that examine long-term blood sugar levels may
also help make the diagnosis.
Diabetic neuropathy is treated with several types of
medications that help to decrease bothersome or painful
sensations. Medications that work best target the damaged
nerves and decrease the transmission of pain signals. These
include medications that were initially developed to treat
depression such as Duloxetine and Venlafaxine, or medications that were traditionally used to treat seizures such as
Gabapentin. Pregabalin, a medication related to gabapentin, received FDA approval specifically for treating diabetic
neuropathy. Controlling your blood sugar using medications,
weight loss, exercise and healthy eating habits is also important and can help to limit progression of diabetes and
worsening of neuropathy.

Oral medications improve neuropathy pain for many
patients; however, there is a significant number of patients
for whom additional therapy is needed. One such therapy is
called neuromodulation. Neuromodulation involves the use
of small electrodes implanted near the spinal cord to “block”
pain signals traveling up from the feet. The electrodes connect to a small generator that is implanted beneath the
skin near the hip. The entire device is similar in size to a
pacemaker.
Neuromodulation is still being evaluated by the FDA
for the treatment of diabetic neuropathy; however, it has
been approved by the FDA to treat chronic pain in patients
with severe back pain after back surgery as well as other
painful conditions involving damaged nerves. There already
exists a body of evidence to support its use in treating diabetic peripheral neuropathy with more studies added every
year. A recent study completed in Europe and published in
an American pain journal showed improved pain and function in patients with diabetic neuropathy who tried neuromodulation therapy along with oral medications compared
to those who received oral medications alone.
Prior to the invention of neuromodulation, patients
with pain due to diabetic neuropathy who did not respond to
oral medications were left without much relief. Now there
is a new tool for treating this painful condition. Start a discussion with your primary care doctor or pain management
specialist about treatment options that are right for you.
Dr. Alvah Tyson Wickboldt, Jr. completed a residency
in anesthesiology and a fellowship in pain medicine at
Loma Linda University in southern California. Dr. Wickboldt, board certified in anesthesiology and an active candidate for certification in pain medicine, currently practices at Ochsner Medical Centers in Kenner and Covington
where he focuses on interventional therapies such as
radiofrequency ablation of sensory nerves, various blocks,
kyphoplasty with cooled ablation of tumors, neuromodulation and optimization of pharmacological therapies. To
schedule an appointment with Dr. Wickboldt, call 443-9500.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

From our Family
to Yours,
Merry Christmas!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Kenner School Spotlight:
CHATEAU ESTATES SCHOOL
The mission at Chateau Estates School is Kids First. This K-8 school values both success in the classroom and in the
community. All student-oriented decisions are driven by the mission to place kids first and to provide opportunities for
their students to reach their fullest potential every day in and out of school.
The challenging academic curriculum at this A-rated school
helps students earn accolades like membership into the
National Honor Society and National Elementary Honor Society.
Students are also encouraged to develop skills in areas like
digital literacy. Recently Chateau was mentioned in the
newspaper as being ranked in the top ten schools of Jefferson
Parish Public Schools, as indicated by students scoring Mastery
and above on their LEAP2025 test.
Teachers, staff, and administrators encourage students to follow
Chateau’s Community Values: Respect, Enthusiasm, Accountability,
Leadership, and Community. Students live out these values by
participating in activities that encourage healthy living, character
development, and community engagement, and team building. Every
day begins with an act of kindness and a commitment to do their very
best. There are many groups and clubs offered at the school for students
to develop their community and leadership. One example of a community-oriented group is the Builder’s Club. This
club participates in civic projects which helps the students learn that building community is just as important as being
in school. This will be the Builder’s third year participating in Park-A-Boo and providing Christmas entertainment to
the area nursing homes. The leadership team at Chateau involves parents by hosting family events and providing
numerous methods to stay up to date with school news and happenings such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
Colleen Winkler is the principal of Chateau Estates School. The school is
represented by Jefferson Parish School Board District IX member Sandy
Denapolis-Bosarge. Chateau Estates School is located at 4121 Medoc Drive
in Kenner. For more information, call 504-464-6819 or visit chateau.jpschools.
org. You can also get the latest school news by following Chateau Estates on
Facebook, Twitter (@chateaupelicans), and Instagram (chateauestatesschool).
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Health
For those suffering with knee
osteoarthritis, physical therapy
is crucial in avoiding surgery
By Craig Goodwin
Keeping your knees in good health and with minimal pain is directly dependent on the amount of movement you’re getting. Exercise is crucial for arthritis and
helping those who hope to avoid knee surgery.
Osteoarthritis in the knees is the most common
form of arthritis found in the U.S., and chances of developing this condition rise after the age of 45. Women,
genetics, those with repetitive stress injuries and those
who are overweight are at greater risk to suffering from
osteoarthritis. Athletes are also at a higher risk for developing the condition and so should take care to avoid
injury; however, regular exercise strengthens muscles
around the knee, putting those with weak muscles at an
even greater risk. This is why getting the proper treatment like physical therapy is so important. It’s been
proven again and again that patients who receive three
supervised sessions per week experienced more benefits than those who received only two sessions per week.
Aerobic conditioning and resistance training are
both great for building strong muscles that help with
supporting the joints of the knees and for relieving pressure and strain that’s otherwise absorbed fully in the
joint. The goal for treating osteoarthritis of the knee is
in reducing symptoms of pain and returning mobility to
the knee. This is why you want to see a physical therapist so they can guide you on a correct treatment plan
and one that’s individualized for optimal care.
Physical therapy treatment is centered around
building up those muscles in the leg, specifically the
quadriceps muscles that give the knee the most support
and on maintaining optimal mobility for healthy physical function. When you’re moving your body properly,
and in adequate amounts, the tissues in the joints become more flexible and lubricated. This results in faster
recovery because the knee joints are replenished with
nutrients that aid healing.
Knee surgery is usually reserved for those with

severe cases of osteoarthritis of the knee, conditions
where low mobility is found and those with joints experiencing high symptoms of pain, swelling and stiffness.
Those who don’t receive proper care when suffering
from this condition will likely see symptoms increase,
sometimes to a point that it becomes unbearable to
move, stand or sit without experiencing significant pain.
This is when surgery is needed in order to restore the
knee’s ability for normal functioning.
A physical therapist can give you the proper
tools for movement and functioning, building muscle
strength, using assistive devices properly and also in
knowing your physical limitations which can help avoid
injury. Between treatments with your physical therapist,
a regime of daily or weekly exercises are usually prescribed to the patient. It’s important that you find an
activity you enjoy and will continue to do regularly in
order to maintain your physical health. In the long term,
physical therapy reduces the time needed for using pain
medications and contributes to an increase in overall
savings with health insurance costs.
The key to managing knee health and osteoarthritis is with regular movement and informed exercise. In
other words, moving and exercising regularly is crucial,
but just doing a regular-type of exercise for accumulating more movement time isn’t enough.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Education
Kenner schools spotlight JPPSS
improvements on state report card
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System
Superintendent
The Louisiana
Department of Education released its 2016-2017 District and School
Performance Scores recently, and a pair of Kenner
schools highlight numerous improvements throughout the Jefferson Parish Public School System.
Chateau Estates School and Schneckenburger
Elementary are the two newest A-rated schools in
JPPSS. They join eleven other schools, including
Kenner Discovery, for a total of 13 A-rated schools in
our parish. Schneckenburger Elementary and Washington Elementary are two of our eight 2017 Top
Gains schools, which demonstrate strong growth.
Six of our schools ranked in the top 15 of the
state and over one-third of our schools scored either
an A or a B.
As a district, JPPSS showed improvement in a
number of areas including our strength of diploma,

Cohort Graduation Rate, Cohort Graduation Rate
Index, ACT Assessment Index and Dropout Credit
Accumulation Index.
While the overall District Performance Score
remained a C, the numerical score dropped by only
0.5 of a point. The numerical score before progress
points has remained very consistent over the past
four years.
Not only are more students graduating from
our high schools, but they are doing so ready to take
that next step in life. We are very pleased with the
efforts of our high schools as they are preparing students for college and career. And best of all, many of
those graduates will stay right here and contribute
to Jefferson Parish as employees, business owners
and productive citizens.
While 15 schools moved up a letter grade, we
next page
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Real hope for Saints, hoping for Pelicans
By Ken Trahan
As the calendar
turned to December,
we had given thanks
for all we have been
blessed with. With attention clearly focused now on the joy of Christmas,
celebrating faith, family and fellowship, we are now
in the giving season.
Thus far, the New Orleans Saints have given
tremendous entertainment, joy and hope to its suffering fans.
This is not Tulane, mind you. Three years in
the wilderness does not a long time make, as compared to the futility of Green Wave football over the
last half century.
Fortunately, Willie Fritz has the Green Wave
program on the right track, trending up, with genuine hope for the future. Hopefully, some fans will
notice and begin attending games once again.
Attendance is no problem for the New Orleans
Saints, despite the negativity spawned by player protests, particularly early in the year. Saints fans love
their team and really love the Saints when they are
winning.
Despite a slew of injuries before and during the season that would cripple most teams, the
Saints have persevered with a host of new, talented
players and a new look coaching staff which has produced dividends.
While Drew Brees is still the unquestioned
leader of the team and still has game as one of the
better quarterbacks in the league, the team has
grown around him, becoming a more versatile unit
capable of winning in many different fashions.
The running game has been a pleasure to
watch with Mark Ingram and Alvin Kamara. Both
have been superb. Of course, the Saints have committed to running the football and their offensive
line, despite injuries, has been among the best units
in the NFL.
Many lampooned the pick of Ryan Ramcyzk after the team dealt Brandon Cooks to New England
but the tackle out of Wisconsin was well worth the
investment. He should be a staple in black and gold
for a decade.
Andrus Peat has thrived inside, rather than
at tackle, and Larry Warford was an excellent signing, paving the way for the improved rushing attack
with his physical play at the point of attack. Terron
Armstead has played hurt but is still the best athlete
of the bunch while Max Unger is the glue, a sound
technician who calls the signals up front.
The receiving corps, while not outstanding,
has done its job well. Michael Thomas is an upper
echelon player in the league and Ted Ginn, Jr. has
done a nice job of replacing much of the productivity of the departed Cooks.
The Saints need Willie Snead and Coby Fleener to emerge. Fleener has had his moments but the
emphasis on the running game has seen him take
far fewer snaps. Snead was suspended, got in the
doghouse, and has never been the same player he
was a year ago. We know what he is capable of.
As for the defense, Nick Fairley and Delvin
Breaux never saw the field. Alex Anzalone went
down early, followed by injuries to Kenny Vaccaro,
A.J. Klein and Marshon Lattimore. The next man up

Joseph
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did have 10 drop. This included four schools that
declined to an F. That is obviously not something we
want to see from our schools and we will continue to
work closely with principals and teachers so that all
our students are successful.

approach has worked well but the Saints need most
runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry and
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
of those pieces back to be the championship con- WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and gen- hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM
tender fans dream of. Cameron Jordan has been ter- eral manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts
and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Frirific, along with Lattimore, as the stars of the unit.
“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. day at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters
Wil Lutz has been more consistent in the kick- on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to
ing game while Thomas Morstead has enjoyed a Pro
noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of
Bowl season. The fact that he is no longer kicking off
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome,
has kept him fresh and cannot be discounted for his
return to prominence.
While a playoff appearance seems imminent,
the Saints are in quest of a division title, a home
game and quite possibly a bye. The December
schedule is tough, though.
As for the Pelicans, the calendar turns on a
team that has beaten the weaker teams and lost
SELA
to the better teams on its schedule. That has them
squarely in the hunt and in position to make the
playoffs for the first time in three years, a welcome
development.
So much depends on keeping Anthony Davis
and Demarcus Cousins healthy and fresh. Both have
piled up a ton of minutes early in the season.
Additionally, Cousins must keep his emotions
in check and his game in check if the Pelicans are
®
to reach their full potential. He is loose with the ball
and takes too many 25-footers at times and that renDanielle Korndorffer
ders him and the team less effective.
REALTOR
Rajon Rondo returned from injury and has
given the team a boost with his vision and passing
3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
ability. He still has leadership qualities as well. Jrue
Metairie, LA 70001
Holiday must become more consistent as a genuine,
Cell 504.250.1610
consistent third option if this team is to have a winning record and make waves. He is certainly being
504.883.5252
SLEEP CENTEROffice
of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
paid to be that player. E’Twaun Moore has been
Fax
504.883.5172
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 4416/4420 Rue Place Pontchartrain
pretty solid and veteran Jameer Nelson was a good
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration,
by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
Kenner • $799,000
dkorn504@gmail.com
pickup. At times, Darius Miller gives the team a de- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
pendable 3-point shooter, sorely needed at the small
forward spot. Tony Allen remains a solid defender
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582
and sparkplug type of player off the bench. Dante
Cunningham has been a bit of a disappointment
and Cheick Diallo is simply not consistent enough
to merit many minutes. Ian Clark has been a bit of a
disappointment as well.
We know that Golden State, Houston and San
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN
Antonio are the class of the Western Conference.
Portland, Minnesota and Denver appear to be playoff teams as well.
SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
After that, Utah has taken a dip, the Clippers
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & better
Sat –By appointment
only
have really dropped and the Thunder have been disat night.
Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION
appointing. Memphis is not as good, either.
life. We want to improve your productivity
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
As a result, it is easy to envision the Pelicans
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian
sleep disorder
being anywhere from as high as the fifth-seed to as
at rhythm
work
or school, enhance your mood and
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
low as the eighth-seed in the conference. Of course,
Restless
leg
syndrome
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
Insomnia
the top eight teams make the playoffs.
While the Pelicans are not a championship
sleep medicine.”
contender or threat at this stage, the team is im- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
proved. Anything less than a playoff appearance
would likely signal the end of the stints of Dell
Call us today if you
Demps and Alvin Gentry and would likely send
answer yes to 2 or more. CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF
Cousins elsewhere.
In this season of giving and receiving, the
• Sleep-related breathing disorders
Saints appear poised to give a wonderful Christmas
(Sleep apnea)
nore?
present to their fans while the Pelicans are beginDo
you
or
anyone
you
know
snore?
ning to fill a stocking of goodies, though it is only
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
half-full, at this point.
ired?
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
As we enjoy our time with family, friends and
Do you feel tired during the day?
celebrating our faith this holiday season, here is
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
hoping that we have a bundle to celebrate with our
bserved Apnea?
• Restless leg syndrome • Insomnia
two major league franchises as well.
Stop breathing during the night?

Sleep Center of New Orleans
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Pressure High?

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public
School System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000
students. During his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of student
services, principal, assistant superintendent of
human resources and executive director of grants
and federal programs.

Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

405-5582

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID
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Christmas cash
By Guy Williams
Having a hard
time thinking about
what to give for
Christmas?
For most recipients from millennials to middle schoolers, cash is a great gift. Most banks have
attractive bill envelopes. Simply select the desired
amount, insert and you are done. For smaller gifts,
you can have some additional fun by using two dollar bills. Yes, they are still around and legal tender,
but you may need to order them in advance from
your bank.

I know that you are thinking about a gift card
instead of cash? Well, gift cards have several disadvantages. The first is that many are business specific, meaning that is the card is only good at one
type of store or coffee shop. This makes redemption
cumbersome and requires a visit to a specific brand
name shop. Cash works everywhere.
The other serious disadvantage of gift cards is
breakage, which is the retail term for the number
of cards that are never used. Breakage typically
runs at around 30 percent. This means that on average, one-third of your gift will be wasted. The other

Happy Holidays
from the Staff of

The Kenner Star

negative aspect of gift cards is expiration dates. You
pay today for a service that may never be delivered.
Do you get interest or your money back? No, when
the expiration date occurs, the retailer dances a
little jig and counts your payment as pure profit.
If you still feel the need to use a gift card, at
least get a general purpose gift card, such as the
MasterCard gift cards sold by banks. They can be
used anywhere. Your intended recipient may need
groceries more than a latte at the coffee shop.
Now what about close relatives or friends
where cash is not appropriate? For these people, I
prefer shared experiences. Christmas Eve church
services, the Christmas boat parade, Luna Fete in
Lafayette Square and caroling in Jackson Square
are some of my favorites. In addition, all of these
are free events.
Due to our shared experience in the Katrina
flooding, and more recently the Baton Rouge flooding, most of us are trying to live simpler lives with
fewer possessions. Gutting a house and putting a
closet full of gifts, that my relatives thought were
too good to use, on the curb made me rethink gift
giving. I now realize that memories and good times
together are more important than objects that may
never be used.
Of course, we are in a food city, so consider
one of the many reveillon dinners that are hosted
by great restaurants throughout the area. The costs
vary but if you match the experience to the guests,
a good time will be had by all.
A friend told me about his tradition of hosting
a Christmas brunch and asking everyone to bring a

gift to be given to one of the non-profits collecting
to help children in the metro area. This can bring
everyone closer to the meaning of Christmas.
When people ask me what I want, I encourage
them to buy a gift from Heifer International. This
charity helps the poor around the world by buying
farm animals from chickens and ducks up to cows
and providing them to farmers who are in need.
They have animals at almost every price and the
thought of someone getting a start on rabbit farming because of my friends puts a real smile on my
face.
Finally, I would encourage people not to borrow money for Christmas. After the memories have
faded the bills will arrive in January like a cold rain.
People who truly love you would not want you to
suffer from the financial pain of paying off a large
Christmas credit card bill. After all, for Christians,
we are celebrating the birth of Jesus, who gave up
everything to give us peace. Financial anxiety is not
peaceful.
All the best for a Merry Christmas and a debt
free New Year.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez,
vice-president and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president
and commercial lender, can be contacted at 5653661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website
at www.gulfbank.com.
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What to consider when choosing a beneficiary
By Marie M. Clesi
It’s simple: Fill
in the blank on the account application and
you’ve named a beneficiary. But don’t write off
the task as unimportant. Naming the right person to receive the proceeds of an account is an important decision
that could have long-ranging effects on your loved ones.
Why it’s important
Certain accounts ask you to name a beneficiary,
such as life insurance policies, pension plans and retirement accounts. Upon your death, proceeds from these
accounts will typically go directly to the beneficiaries and
bypass probate, which helps your beneficiaries avoid some

red tape.
What to consider
Age: Most insurance companies, pension managers
and retirement accounts will not pay benefits to someone
under age 18. A better option is to create a trust for the
minor and name a trustee to manage the account until the
child reaches the age you specify in the trust.
Ability to manage money: If your beneficiary is not
able to manage money, name a trustee to invest and disburse funds on his or her behalf.
Contingency: Name a secondary beneficiary so that
if your first beneficiary dies before you, the account proceeds pass directly to the secondary beneficiary without
probate.
Options: Your beneficiary can be a spouse, child or

other individual, a trust, a charity or organization. If you
don’t specify a beneficiary, your assets will go into your estate and be distributed according to your will.
Don’t “set it and forget it”
Regardless of what you’ve specified in your will, assets that have beneficiary designations will pass as provided in those designations and not how they’re set out in
your will. It’s rarely recommended to name your estate as
a beneficiary, since doing so means those assets will pass
via probate.
Because so many things change throughout life,
review your beneficiary designations every few years
and always after a life event such as a marriage, the
birth of a child, adoption, divorce, remarriage or death
to make sure they’re current. Otherwise, you risk leav-

Entertainment

ing the proceeds to an ex-spouse or someone who has
died before you.
Get specific information about beneficiaries from a
legal, tax advisor or your insurance agent.

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters,
life and health insurance along with financial services.
Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite
7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.
clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net. Neither State Farm™ nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

A Treasure Chest “Night Before Christmas”
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
A few years ago, I
had my helpers put a
winning twist on an old
holiday classic. It went

over so well, I decided to do it again this year! Enjoy!
‘Twas the month before Christmas, when each smiling
face…

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest in
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m.
December
Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Fri., December 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
New Suit
Sat., December 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Blenderz Band
Sun., December 3
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., Deember 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., December 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
The Topcats

Fri., December 8
Closed Private Party
Sat., December 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Blue Eyed Soul Revue
Sun., December 10
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., December 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., December 14
Closed Private Party

is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Fri., December 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry & The
Midnight Streetcar

Fri., December 22
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Escalade Show
& Dance Band

Sat., December 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Silver City Band

Sat., December 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00a.m.
The Wiseguys

Sun., December 17
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., December 24
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., December 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., December 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., December 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
The Topcats

Thurs., December 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Seabrook
Fri., December 29
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Limited Edition
Sat., December 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00a.m.
The Sizzlin’ Band
Sun., December 31
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Flipside
11:00 p.m.-3:00 a.m.
Al “Lil Fats” Jackson

Legendary theatrical show about drummer
Keith Moon coming to Castle Theater
A theatrical show about legendary rock and roll
drummer Keith Moon of the musical group, The Who,
opened November 1, 2017, at Kenner’s Castle Theater
in Rivertown and will continue until December 17,
2017.
The show was written by New Orleans native
Mick Berry who is himself a first-class drummer and
portrays Moon in the production.
“Keith Moon was a mad genius – almost surely the
greatest rock and roll drummer of all time,” says Berry
who left New Orleans for a musical career on the West
Coast. “Moon was a brilliant musician who struggled
against his inner demons. The show is about his tumultuous life. Its great theater and I think fans of The Who
and rock and roll will enjoy it.”
Berry grew up in Gentilly and attended Metairie
Park Country Day School in Metairie from kindergar-

ten to 12th grade. Because Country Day had no band
at the time, he took private lessons from legendary
New Orleans drummers John Vidacovitch and the late
James Black. Berry, who is now 60, is looking forward
to his homecoming. “People in New Orleans love music,
booze and good food,” he says. “That’s what this show
is about.”
Berry says parental discretion is advised. The
show includes mature themes of drugs and sexuality.
Tickets can be purchased on-line for $15 per person at www.castle501.com or $20 at the gate. Showtimes are Thursdays and Fridays at 8:00 p.m., Saturdays at 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., and Sundays at 6:00
p.m. The Castle Theater is located at 501 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. The box office phone number is
287-4707.

Goes to Treasure Chest Casino…Your kind of place.
Where everyone goes to have lots of fun
Well…everyone, that is, who’s at least 21.
Where out on the lake, the entire staff rises
To fill this fair season, with lots of great prizes!
“On Ho-Ho-Ho-Hot Seats! On Christmas Buffet!
On $20K Holiday Wish List Giveaway!”
Each Friday evening ‘cept the first of December
Every half hour to one lucky club member
We’ll give up to $250 slot dollars
But then comes the part for all you math scholars
When each winner can then make their prize multiply
To win up to $1,000 slot dollars, no lie!
“And what about food,” you hungrily say.
Just check out what’s happening in the Vista Buffet
A Champagne Brunch! You can’t believe, can you?
Well just wait ‘til you see our Christmas Day menu!
All-you-can-eat Christmas favorites of thine
All served up fresh from eleven to nine!
“And when’s Champagne Brunch?” you ask unto me.

It’s on Christmas Eve, from ten until three.
Slot dollars are great, and food’s always pleasant
But it wouldn’t be Christmas without all the presents
On December 9th, this thought won’t go astray
With our $20,000 Holiday Wish List Giveaway
Fifty winners will get what they’ve wished for so hard
With a $400 Best Buy gift card!
It’s all at Treasure Chest! How much fun can you take?
Happy Holidays to all! And we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21
or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected
member. Membership is free and rules and restrictions
apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director which is located is located at
5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit the
website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call
443-8000.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
Century Title_0515.indd 1

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
4/26/15 6:13 PM
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addressed and Rafael is working with the businesses and helping us do that.
Our legal department is still led by Leigh Roussel, our city attorney,
with Ed Rapier and Eric Mund. They are making sure we stay out of trouble
and on the right track for the city of Kenner. Of course, we are led by great
directors in the departments throughout the city.
Quality of life
Quality of life is a major issue, and we need to make sure our code enforcement department is well-funded and working closely with the administration, with the city council members and our police department. As you see,
we have done a lot with code enforcement to make the city attractive.
Street sweeper
The cleanup effort was boosted when we acquired a new street sweeper
because the sweeper we had was too often in the shop. I went to the city council, and with their support, we were able to purchase a new street sweeper.

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Government
Citywide beautification
We organized a “Task Force Cleanup” crew led by Jimmy Dennis and
they addressed all the medians in the city of Kenner, making sure they were
edged and cleaned. We added new mulch to trees and beds and repaired numerous broken curbs throughout the city – and that process is continuing. I
appreciate what the Kenner Public Works Department, led by Tom Schreiner,
our deputy CAO, does with that.
Code sweeps
We have had about 20 code sweeps throughout the city. With the help
of Rick Walther, our code director, we are addressing blight on residential
and commercial properties. We have had more than 1,700 violations written
in the past 11 months, including 88 at the Pavilion Shopping Center. It’s not
perfect there, but the shopping center had been neglected for a while and
that is no longer the case. The owners have hired a real estate agent and they
are now working to get new businesses there. There is a lease sign in every
window. All property owners and residents in the city need to know that the
code sweeps will continue.
Emergency management
This extremely important department was formed when I was a city
councilman. After going through three potential storms, we have gotten a
tremendous amount of practice on our emergency plan. It is led by former
Kenner Police Department Captain Doug Dodt. The department handles
more than storms, including other events such as the oil and gas platform
explosion. Even though the platform was not in Kenner, it was important to
keep our residents informed and up to date on the status of the levee and
homes in the area.
Kenner Police Department
Crime is down 11 percent in the city and that’s because of the leadership of Mike Glaser and everyone in his department. There’s only been four
murders in the city of Kenner this year and there have been arrests in all of
those cases. That’s a great job by our police department and I appreciate
what the chief does for us.
Let me talk for a moment about an early release program that the state
passed recently. I call it the “catch and release program” because I don’t
agree with it and I think it’s a problem. Recently, police arrested a 24-yearold Kenner man for robbing two people in Kenner in the middle of the day.
The robber, who had a 40-page criminal record, had been released less than
a week earlier under the Louisiana Justice Reinvestment Reform. He had
been serving a 12-year sentence at hard labor for a burglary conviction in
2014. This is what the state put back on the street and what our Kenner Police Department put behind bars.
Kenner Fire Department
The fire department has handled nearly 1,700 calls so far this year,
including 48 structure fires. In addition, the department has conducted 24
fire drills so far this year and 900 pre-plan calls working with local business.
The fire department is now led by Ryan Bergeron, interim fire chief, who
explained to the administration and the city council that we have a great
need for new bunker gear. The uniforms were nine years old and they have
been replaced at a cost of $275,000. It is important that our firefighters are
properly protected when they go in to fight a fire.
Compliance audit
With Adam Campo leading the way, we are performing a citywide
compliance audit to review all of the city’s financial practices. That includes
inventory and payroll accountability to ensure tax dollars are well spent and
we are doing a great job with that.
Working with Jefferson Parish
In my campaign for mayor, I talked often about the importance of maintaining a great working relationship with Jefferson Parish. Why is that important? Because when I walk back into the parish council chambers, I need to
be able to look at council members Dominick Impastato, Mark Spears and
the rest of our friends on the council, along with the parish president and his
administration, and walk out with funding. And right now that is being done.
West Esplanade turn-around
We have a turn-around being done on West Esplanade Avenue between
the Highway Park subdivision and Driftwood. That is helping the developer of
the shopping center there add on to that development. They are working on
a second phase now and a third phase is planned. That turnaround is working between the Jefferson Parish Council and the city of Kenner. I actually
started that project while I was a parish councilman with then Mayor Mike
Yenni and now I’m working on it with Dominick Impastato.
Donated vehicles
We also received numerous surplus vehicles through the help of Jefferson Parish Councilman Mark Spears and Jack Rizzuto, the District 4 councilman at the time. That’s about $700,000 that we don’t have to take out of the
general fund or the capital fund for vehicles. That’s another example of the
good working relationship between myself, Jefferson Parish President Mike
Yenni, Councilman Impastato, Councilman Spears, the parish administra-

tion and the rest of the parish council. We definitely appreciate the help we
get from Jefferson Parish.
Attractions and events
We like putting on parties. We like having events. When you see what’s
going on in Kenner District 5, now led by Kelly Hand, but previously led by
Dominick Impastato, it is quite impressive, along with other districts of the city.
Skate park
A skate park has opened, a 2,400-square-foot facility that I can take no
credit for – that was the work of Dominick Impastato and a previous administration. We are getting 25 to 50 skaters a day and providing a great recreation
outlet for kids, which I believe is very important.
Dog park
The new dog park opened recently and it represents a $160,000 investment to date. But we are not finished. There is more to do.
“Trunk or Treat”
In Kenner District 4, we hold an annual “Trunk or Treat,” which is a
very popular and widely enjoyed event for Halloween. We had at least 3,000
attendees this year and we attracted about 22 vehicles to give out candy to
the kids. If you haven’t enjoyed this event, please come out next year.
Farmers Market
We moved it from the parking lot on Williams Boulevard to LaSalle’s
Landing. It’s a much better location, more centrally located and we’ve
opened a butterfly garden there. It looks great, and it’s one of the many great
things going on in Rivertown.
Christmas Village
We’ve taken the popular Christmas Village, which has been around
for decades, to the next level and moved it to Kenner City Park in District
5 where it can undergo a very big expansion. The highlight is a synthetic ice
skating rink, something we’ve never had before in the city of Kenner. There
is nothing like this offered anywhere on the east bank. There is just a very,
very small fee to use the skating rink. In the Christmas Village, we have a Bavarian Biergarten, different shops, pictures with Santa and snow every night.
It will be open Wednesday through Friday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Saturdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8:00 p.m. We’re going to
have fun this year for Christmas. Also, not too far away on Williams Boulevard,
we’re doing Christmas lights up and down the street, along with banners in
different areas of the city, to let people know we celebrate Christmas in the
city of Kenner and everyone is welcome here.
Freedom Fest
I don’t think Laketown has had an event since I left the city council. So
it was time, both the city council and I agreed, to have an event there. Freedom Fest attracted people from at least 20 different states. This will be an
annual event. We’ll work with the new Jefferson Parish District 4 councilman
to make sure we have a great, premier event every year. I appreciate the support from the Treasure Chest, the Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau,
the Friends of Rivertown and of course Kenner’s Recreation Department, led
by Director Ken Marroccoli.
Outreach to the public
We continue to have great outreach and communication with the public. It’s a great effort of transparency. We’ve increased the use of Kenner TV,
we’ve increased the use of social media. We’re providing services and programs throughout social media. We list everything we do – ribbon cuttings to
events to visiting schools. Our Facebook Page has increased its visitors. We
have a 100 percent response time, we are keeping the public notified and I
think that is a great way to do it.
Future of Kenner
There’s a lot going on. As we have seen, a lot of businesses are opening
up in Kenner, so much so that we’ve probably cut a ribbon every week for the
last three months.
Ochsner Wellness Center
One business that came to Kenner a while back and a business that
continues to improve Kenner and is increasing its footprint in the city is Ochsner Hospital. We appreciate what they do. Ochsner recently built an $8.7
million facility on Williams Boulevard. It’s a rehab center and that’s great.
They have 764 employees working in the city of Kenner and 124 of those employees live in the city. So I appreciate what Ochsner does with that and I
thank Ochsner for its investment in Kenner.
East Jefferson Urgent Care
We’ve seen other healthcare industries enter into the city of Kenner’s
market also and we appreciate them being here. East Jefferson Urgent Care
has recently opened a facility on West Esplanade and also Access Health in
The Esplanade mall. With these three health facilities, that shows there’s an
investment in our city.
Fleur de Lily
Businesses in Rivertown include Fleur de Lily, which will be opening
soon. Gendusa’s has been open and I think he is planning on increasing his
next page
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footprint.
Laketown Center
Planet Fitness and John V’s Salon, along with
other businesses, have opened up right before you enter
into Laketown. That’s impressive – we have four new
buildings going up in Laketown Center where Planet
Fitness is located.
Kenner Market Center
The Kenner Market Center is increasing with two
more developments. We also are attracting car dealerships. CarMax is coming and will offer upscale used cars
right when you go into The Esplanade mall on 32nd
Street. Lamarque Ford, not too far from that, is building a Lincoln dealership and I don’t think there is one
in this market, but
we’re going to get
one. Peake BMW is
expanding their facility. At the old Rite Aid
by Burlington shopping center, a Foot
Locker
shopping
center, not just a shoe
store, but a full facility with clothes and
everything is coming.
And of course we’ll
have Habitat for Humanity on Williams
Boulevard right by
the brake tag station.
A lot of good things are coming for our future.
New airport terminal
This is a $1 billion investment in the city of Kenner. Construction started in 2016, and the project will
feature 35 gates and a 2,000-parking space garage. This
will be an extremely helpful development for Kenner,
and we are working very closely with airport officials, as
is the city council, to make sure the traffic is addressed
because we need a flyover for that.
Kenner 2030 Plan
This beautification and infrastructure improvement plan was started by past administrations and includes 10 projects throughout our city. You see some of
them started and some of them will take a little while,
yet. There will be improvements on Williams Boulevard
where we have a median in the southern end and get
rid of those suicide lanes and try to improve the aesthetics. You are seeing some things on Williams Boulevard
already in Laketown that were done. Those are the beautification projects we need to continue that will attract
more businesses and more residents to our city.

Zimmerman
from page 10

scrape away corrosion from posts and cable connections, clean all surfaces and re-tighten all connections. If battery caps are removable, check the fluid
level monthly. Removal of cables can cause damage
or loss of data/codes on some newer vehicles. Check
your manual. Be sure to avoid contact with corrosive
deposits and battery acid. Wear eye protection and
rubber gloves.
Lights
Inspect all lights and bulbs. Replace burned
out bulbs. Periodically clean road grime from all
lenses. To prevent scratching, never use a dry rag.
Exhaust system
Your vehicle should be placed on a lift and the
exhaust system examined for leaks. The trunk and
floorboards should be inspected for small holes. Exhaust fumes can be deadly.

Streets millage renewal
Voters recently approved a 10-year renewal of
a millage that generates about $2.7 million a year. We
will repay Jefferson Parish for the major streets in Kenner by the end of this year, which allows us to use some
of that money next year in the spring to make sure we
continue to improve our streets. We held dozens of meetings throughout the city with civic and business groups
and put out messages on social media and KTV and I’m
happy to say the renewal passed with a 75 percent approval rating, so I think we did our job, working with the
council, to make sure the public was informed.
Laketown stage
In our future, Laketown is very important. I always
talked about Laketown when I was a Kenner District 3
councilman in the city, working with that administration,
and I continued to work with the administration when I
was in the parish, because it still has something to do with the
parish. I think that’s
important to our future – developers are
interested. Two are
looking at it right now.
What’s most important is we’ll be able to
build a stage, paid for
by Jefferson Parish.
That was a little gift I
gave to Kenner on my
way out as a Jefferson
Parish councilman –
$400,000 in BP money
with $100,000 of engineering fees that has been supported by the parish administration and the past parish
councilman. Why is that important? It will bring people
to Laketown. It will make developers want to come to
Laketown. I believe we are putting that stage, like I did
in Lafreniere Park, where people can come and enjoy
Freedom Fest and maybe we can have a revenue stream
for the future. It will help the Treasure Chest Casino, it
will help the Pontchartrain Center and it will help the
hotel there. We will work closely with the JCVB to make
sure that gets done to bring people into the city. Instead
of 20 license plates from different states, maybe we’ll see
30 different license plates and maybe we’ll see 30,000
people at Freedom Fest and other events. I think that’s
the future we need to look at.
Closing
In closing, as you see, things are good in the city
of Kenner. Our relationship with the city council, our relationship with the chief of police, our relationship with
the Kenner Police Department, our fire department, our
fire chief, the administration and our directors and our
Tires
Worn tires will be of little use in winter weather. Examine tires for remaining tread life, uneven
wearing and cupping. Check the sidewalls for cuts
and nicks and check tire pressure once a month. Let
the tires cool down before checking the pressure.
Rotate tires as recommended. Don’t forget to check
your spare and be sure the jack is in good condition.
Emergencies when traveling
Carry gloves, boots, blankets, flares, a small
shovel, sand or kitty litter, tire chains, a flashlight,
and a cell phone. Put a few high-energy snacks in
your glove box.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

legal department is excellent. We are working for you.
We’re working with our Jefferson Parish Council, we’re
working with our Jefferson Parish administration. We
are going to work very closely with Dominick Impastato
– he just doesn’t know yet how closely we are going to
work with him! They have $600 million in their budget
and we have $60 million. So we are going to visit the Jefferson Parish Council quite often. It is relationships that
build the city of Kenner to make sure the city moves forward. I did that as a parish councilman – I had a great relationship with the two mayors making sure Kenner was
taken care of – not forgetting the rest of the district, but
making sure Kenner was taken care of. Kenner needs to
be treated like the other municipalities. I think there’s
a great working relationship with the other mayors – in
fact, Mayor Belinda Constant of Gretna is here today. We
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have a good working relationship with other mayors to
make sure everyone is treated the same.
I want to thank the KBA for putting this on. This
has been a great event, and I think we explained today
what is going on in the city of Kenner. We’re going to
continue to move forward. I think we’ve done a great job
working together with most of the council, making sure
that everyone is informed and kept informed. Before every council meeting we hold agenda meetings with the
council to make sure there are no problems, no issues
or we can address those, instead of airing our laundry
publicly. Like I said, we’re not fighting, we’re moving
ahead. And you’ve seen it here today. So don’t listen to
other people who say anything different. Let’s keep on
moving ahead and let’s keep on being the city of Kenner
and being “Kenner Proud.”

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Merry Chistmas!
Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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The Esplande mall
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been replaced and upgraded.
“The interior of the center has been upgraded to
create more engaging visuals and décor throughout the
lower and upper levels,” said Thomas. “We have added
a free Wi-Fi wall/charging station and have installed
our large-scale Jefferson and Orleans #LoveYourCity
map in the north court area. We have also retained the
services of a new security company which provides 24
hours a day monitoring of the interior and exterior of
the property.”
Since the mall is a privately-owned property and
mall officials are committed to providing an enjoyable
shopping experience for guests, a “code of conduct”
policy has been instituted and violators will be asked to
leave the premises.
Thomas says The Esplanade has vastly expanded
its community-oriented educational and entertainment
programs. Included are new free programs as “Fitness
Fridays with Zumba” in center court on the first Friday
of each month from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. and a Kid’s
Club which offers youngsters the opportunity to participate in crafts and performance programs. There are
also free live music performances from local musicians
in center court on Thursdays through Sundays. Start-

Impastato
from page 1

and even neighborhoods that were constructed over
what had previously been an open drainage canal.”
Impastato says that one of the concerns in East
Jefferson for years has been that the East Bank is running out of usable land. “Let’s make more usable land
and seek to make a profit from it,” says Impastato. “In

tiques. Another
ing December
new attraction
12, a free “Get
is the Rock The
Checked, Get Fit,
Spectrum Kid’s
Get Moving” proGym, which cagram starting at
ters to all kids
7:15 a.m. will beand specializes
gin and is offered
in providing a
every second and
safe, nurturing
fourth Tuesday
and fun sensory
of the month
environment to
sponsored by the
play.
Kenner CommuThomas
nity Health Censays the center
ter. Motorcycle
has also begun a
safety classes
partnership with
are offered on
Holiday snow falling in The Esplanade.
Pint Sized NOLA
weekends in the
that brings its events to The Esplanade. Scheduled for
southeast parking lot sponsored by Harley-Davidson.
2018 are Pint Sized NOLA’s Wellness Fest, Mardi Gras
The Esplanade has introduced a new pop-up
program to welcome local small businesses, distribu- Extravaganza and Pint Sized NOLA’s Summer Expo.
tors, crafters and more to present their products at
“We are attracting shoppers and visitors from
The Esplanade without needing to sign long-term lease
throughout the region,” said Thomas, “but we think of
obligations.
ourselves as Kenner’s shopping mall and community
New food vendors, retailers and services have also
partner. We hope that Kenner residents who haven’t
opened shops at The Esplanade, including The Chicken
visited The Esplanade in the last year will come see the
Strip, Manolo’s Barbershop, Elegance Suits for Men, changes we have made and are still working on. We’re
formal wear stores, jewelers’ and women’s wear bou- just beginning the transformation of The Esplanade. We

promise that we’re going to keep getting better.”
The Esplanade offers over 80 shopping, dining
and entertainment options, including Target, Dillard’s,
The Grand Theatre, Victoria’s Secret, Old Navy, Love
Culture and much more. The mall’s food court dining
choices include Subway, Tea Time Café, Philly That Up
and Café du Monde.
“We have come a long way from what the condition of the property was a year ago and although it has
been quite a process, it has been amazing to watch the
transition, both in the appearance of the property, but
also seeing the people of the community coming back
to shop and to enjoy the events,” said Thomas. “This
is a large project and we are just beginning. We are so
thankful for the support of the community and Kenner
Mayor Zahn and his office. Those two components are
integral in this process and the future success of The
Esplanade.
The mall’s hours are 10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on
Monday through Saturday and noon until 6:00 p.m. on
Sunday. The mall is located at 1401 W. Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.
Visit The Esplanade’s website at http://esplanademall.com for a directory of stores and for information on the mall, future events and extended
holiday hours.

the same way, I think we should explore the possibility
of creating a public-private partnership at Lafreniere
Park. Let’s improve the park by building it out, creating some new commercial properties and improving the
use and quality of that public space.”
The new Jefferson Parish councilman also wants
a survey of public properties owned by the parish to
see if any of them have space that can be converted to
commercial or office properties via public-private part-

nerships. Impastato also wants to see if the rooftops of
Jefferson Parish high rises can be converted to public
uses such as gardens or produce providers.
Impastato also intends to revamp his council office. “Traditionally, the personnel in council offices have
had a clerical function,” he said. “I want to see if we can
staff the office with executive personnel who have areas
of expertise in parish government.”
The councilman also wants to explore the possibility of computerizing and automating the operations
of Jefferson Parish drainage canals. “Technology moves
the world,” he said. “Let’s see if we can bring our drainage operations into 21st century technology.”
Looking back on his time as a Kenner councilman,
Impastato says he and the other members of the Kenner Council were able through a bonding arrangement

to bring millions of dollars of renovations and improvements to the parks and playgrounds, and corridors.
They were also successful in championing repurposing
initiatives for unused recreational facilities, which ultimately doubled the revenue available to the Kenner
Recreation Department. He said he is also very proud
of his work in bringing about a dog park located in Kenner’s City Park and an expanded walking track.
During his tenure as a Kenner Councilman, Impastato was elected by his fellow council members to
two six-month terms as council president. “During my
period of leadership, we all got along, worked together
and virtually every vote was unanimous,” he said. “It
was a great honor to serve on the Kenner Council and
an equally great honor to now serve on the Jefferson
Parish Council.”

Christmas Village

a “Jammin” with Santa” party night for children ages
two and up from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Children
can come dressed in their favorite holiday pajamas
and can experience pictures with Santa, enjoy pizza,
cookie decorating, arts and crafts, story time with
Mrs. Santa and more at the event. Tickets are $5 for
children and $8 for adults.
A “Frozen” themed party, sponsored by the city,
for children ages four and up will be held at noon
on Saturday, December 23, 2017. The “Frozen” party
includes pictures with the favorite movie characters,
Elsa and Olaf. Frozen-themed snacks, arts and crafts,
games and ice skating will be offered. Tickets are
$10 per child.
All the Christmas events are held in the Kenner Pavillion at Kenner’s City Park located at 3800
Loyola Drive.

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577
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until 9:00 p.m. and on Sundays from noon until 8:00
p.m. and will also be available for pictures every day the
Christmas Village is open.
Christmas Village admission and parking are
free. Non-profit organization and local vendors will
be selling food and drinks and live groups will entertain visitors every night.
The city of Kenner is hosting two “Breakfast
with Santa” events for children ages two and up on
Saturdays, December 2 and 9, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. Pancakes and sausages will be served and holiday games,
art and crafts, face painting and Santa pictures will be
offered. Admission is $5 for children and $8 for adults.
On Friday, December 15, 2017, the city will host

HOLIDAY GARBAGE PICKUP SCHEDULE IN KENNER
There will be no garbage pickup in Kenner on Christmas or New Year’s Day,
according to officials with Ramelli Waste.
Garbage that would have be collected on Monday, Dec. 25
will be picked up by Ramelli workers on Tuesday, Dec. 26.
Garbage that would have been collected on Monday, Jan. 1
will be collected on Tuesday, Jan. 2.
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Hispanic holiday traditions

Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.

By Rafael E. Saddy

Nobody does it
better than us!

Food bank
from page 1

churches, businesses, schools, civic groups and caring
families and individuals also help keep the food bank
stocked.
To receive assistance from the food bank, the
USDA and Second Harvest require that a family’s income cannot exceed the limits established by the USDA
for the respective family size. Visit the Kenner Community Development’s tab on the city’s website, www.kenner.la.us, for details of how to apply. An application can
be picked up from the food bank or downloaded from
the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
Eligible families are provided one to three boxes
of food weighing 30 to 40 pounds once a month according to family size. In 2016 the food bank fed an average of 740 families and the need has increased by 12
percent to 843 families in 2017. This is an increase of

El Nacimiento or the Nativity Scene – The nativity scene plays a prominent role during Christmas. It is
usually placed below the Christmas tree and it can get
quite elaborate.
Los Reyes magos or The Three Kings – Even
though the day of the Three Kings falls in January, they
are important players during Christmas celebrations.
Decorar con pascuas or decorate with poinsettia flowers – Natural and artificial poinsettias add the
Christmas touch (toque navideño) to homes and offices.
Also don’t forget the Hispanic tradition of eating
12 grapes at the stroke of midnight as the bells toll in
the New Year. The “12 uvas” tradition says that each
grape represents one month of the year and if you eat
all of them, you will enjoy a year filled with luck and
prosperity.
Community announcements
Dec. 9 – Gala Music presents at the Ponchartrain Center Regatón Latin Night. For information call
850-766-4602.
Dec.12 –KBA Holiday Party at the Crossing 5:30
p.m. to 8:00 p.m., with all proceeds to benefit local nonprofits. For information call 416-7637 or 452-0477.
Cervantes Hispanic Foundation created “Christmas of Hope” (Navidad de Esperanza) in 2012, with
the mission to help raise money for a chosen charity
for underprivileged children. This year Cervantes has
chosen to benefit La Casa de Todos (Everyone’s Home)
in Juncos, Puerto Rico a home for abused children, for
information call 615-9070.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center– The center
offers various programs as well as access to information
and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call
469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs
every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m.
For more information and program schedule, go to
www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go
to the Kenner TV Face book/You Tube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Christmas is a season not only of rejoicing but of reflection.”

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.
NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
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FREE ESTIMATES
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Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

approximately 23 percent in the number of people
served per month from 2,600 in 2016 to 3,384 people
per month in 2017.
“Over the years the people of Kenner have been a
critical part in the support and success of the Kenner
Food Bank by providing donations and volunteering
their time. We are asking for your support to continue
our mission of not allowing any Kenner resident to
go hungry, especially during the holiday season,” said
Michael Ince, interim director of Kenner Community
Development Department.
Monetary donations by check or money order can
be made payable to the Kenner Food Bank and mailed
or dropped off to the food bank at 317 Oxley Street located in Rivertown in Kenner. Food donations can be
delivered to the food bank, as well, from 9:30 a.m. until
3:30 p.m. For more information call 468-7204.

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC
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Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
LA License #28613

While most Americans will come together on Christmas
Day to open presents
and enjoy a turkey feast, Hispanic households will start
rejoicing a day early with tamales or lechón. Traditions
vary by country and region but three things are always
present during the holidays, mouth-watering food, festive music and good times with family and friends,
regardless of where you’re from. And there are
many wonderful customs and practices associated with
it. Some of the most popular traditions are listed below.
Las Posadas and las Pastorelas – From Nazareth, Joseph trudged onward to Bethlehem alongside
Mary, his virgin wife expecting “the savior of all people,”
baby Jesus. Mounted atop a wearied donkey, Mary journeyed to the “city of David” where the divine child was
to be born. Once there the couple went from shelter to
shelter (posadas) looking for a place to rest and give
birth.
From this nativity story a tradition was born in
countries like Mexico and Guatemala, the nine nights
representing the nine months of gestation before
Christmas are known as Las Posadas, which are celebrated with prayer, Christmas carols (Villancicos), and
musical re-enactments of Mary and Joseph’s search
for a posada. In Colombia, these nine days, beginning
December 16 and ending on Nochebuena or Christmas
Eve, are called La Novena.
La Cena de Nochebuena (Christmas Eve’s family dinner) – before or after la Misa de Gallo (Midnight
Mass) – This special mass is celebrated at the stroke
of midnight and it commemorates the birth of Jesus
Christ.
La quema de pólvora y luces de navidad (fireworks and sparklers) – Fireworks of every kind are very
popular during this time of year.
Los farolitos y luminarias (festive lanterns) –
Many communities celebrate the Day of the Immaculate Conception by lighting candles and lanterns. In
some countries this special celebration takes place on
December 7. It is also known as El Día de las Luces or
Day of the Lights.
Los villancicos de Navidad (Christmas carols) –
Different countries have special folk songs to celebrate
Christmas. In Puerto Rico such Christmas songs are
called “aguinaldos.”
La carta al Niño Dios (Christmas letter to Baby
Jesus) – Latino children write letters to El Niño instead
of Santa Claus, even though Santa Claus is growing
more and more popular with each generation.

19
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DECEMBER 1 - 14

We’re giving away over $15,000 to local charities! Local charities
will be decorating a CHRISTMAS TREE that will be on display in
the front walkway of the casino. Based on your votes, A WINNER
WILL BE CHOSEN and a contribution will be given to their
charity. Visit any kiosk every day you play to cast your vote. The
ballot box will be located in the front walkway by the trees.
Must be 21 or older. See B Connected Club for details.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 15, 22 & 29
8:00pm - 11:00pm

One Hot Seat winner will be selected every
30 MINUTES to pick a present and win
$
75 up to $250 SLOT DOLLARS! Plus, you
have a chance to multiply your winnings for a
top prize of $1,000 SLOT DOLLARS!
Must have B Connected Card inserted in slot machine or
present card at table game to be eligible. Other restrictions
apply. See B Connected Club for details.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
7:00pm - 11:00pm

50 WINNERS will be selected

to win a $400 Best Buy gift card!
© 2017 Best Buy is not a sponsor or promoter of
this promotion. Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at
6:00pm on promotion day. Earn entries December
1 - December 9. 100 points = 1 entry. Receive one
free entry during promotion.
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