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$25 million CarMax dealership to be built in Kenner
At its June 2, 2016 meeting the Kenner City 

Council approved a plan from used car dealership 
chain CarMax, a multi-billion dollar company, to 
build a retail store on a 25-acre tract of vacant land 
located near 
The Esplanade 
mall. The city’s 
planning com-
mission previ-
ously accepted 
the plan in 
April and the 
city council approved without dissent.

The land, located south of 32nd Street in 
Kenner along the Duncan Canal also bounded by 
Connecticut Avenue and Interstate 10, was mostly 

owned by Home Depot and has been vacant since 
the airport buyout of property in the 1990s. CarMax 
will build its main entrance on 32nd Street with 
another entrance on Connecticut Avenue. Home 

Depot cancelled 
its plans to build 
a store on the 
property several 
years ago when 
the economy 
took a downturn.

“We have 
been working with CarMax officials for some time 
on this project and this is going to be a win-win 
situation for the company and for the city of Ken-
ner,” Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur said.

A CarMax representative told the council the 
store is expected to open in 2018, is estimated to 
bring 350 jobs and that the company plans to in-
vest $25 to $30 million on this Kenner project. The 
Richmond, Virginia-based chain operates in 78 
metropolitan markets with 158 used car sites.

The used car retailing giant CarMax markets 
its company as the nation’s largest used car deal-
ership. The Kenner dealership location, which will 
include a 523 car lot, will be the second location 
for CarMax in Louisiana. The company currently 
operates a store in Baton Rouge at 6768 Siegen 
Lane. CarMax has been rapidly growing, planning 
to add 13 to 16 stores around the country annually 
over the next several years.

Kenner Parks & Recreation
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Coming Up AUGUST Kenner Star

Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben Zahn 
announces candidacy for Kenner mayor

On June 20, 2016, Jefferson Parish District 4 
Councilman Ben Zahn announced his candidacy 
for Kenner mayor. Jefferson Parish President Mi-
chael S. Yenni vacated the mayoral post in January 
of this year after being elected to the parish’s top 
administrative job last October.

Zahn, 48, is currently serving his second term 
as District 4 Councilman for Jefferson Parish after 
running unopposed for reelection last fall. Prior to 
his election to his first term on the parish council 
in October 2011, Zahn, a Republican, began serv-
ing as Kenner District 3 Councilman in 2006, was 
reelected without opposition in 2010 and served 
until he moved to the parish council seat.

“Kenner is a city that’s found its balance be-
tween what was, what is and what can be,” said 
Zahn. “The past few administrations have restored 

calm in government and confidence in public trust. 
There is no better time to take the reins of the city 

Jefferson Parish District 4  
Councilman Ben Zahn
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Kenner Councilman Impastato yields acting 
mayor post to Sigur

On June 16, 2016, Kenner District 5 Council-
man Dominick Impastato announced that in the in-
terest of promoting continuity in the office of mayor, 
he would yield his opportunity to serve as council 
president and acting mayor to Kenner District 2 
Councilman Michael Sigur who has held that posi-
tion since January 6, 2016.

Said Impastato, “As much as I would person-
ally love to serve as acting mayor, I believe it is in 
the best interest of the city, its employees, and 
its citizens to promote continuity in the office of 
mayor. Councilman Sigur and our city’s admin-
istrative team have already adjusted to working 
with each other and there’s no reason to change 
that partnership.” Impastato also pointed to im-
portant projects in his district that he believes 
will require his personal attention in coming 

months. Said Impastato, “…the next four to six 
months will include some of the largest drainage 
improvements, commercial developments and 
economic development projects that the district 
has seen in years. Those upcoming economic 

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur
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Gulf Coast Bank 
sponsors new KPD 
mascot, Captain K9

On June 10, 2016 at a New Orleans Zeph-
yrs game, Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company 
unveiled Captain K9, a new mascot for the Ken-
ner Police Department. The bank sponsored 
the German shepherd-type mascot, who will 
be seen throughout the community promot-
ing public safety. A mascot naming contest for 
children was hosted through Gulf Coast Bank’s 
website.

Brian Behlar, vice president of commer-
cial lending at the Williams Boulevard bank 
branch, said, “Gulf Coast Bank learned the Ken-
ner Police Department had wanted a mascot for 
several years but were not able to allocate fund-
ing. Because both our bank and the Kenner  
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Photo by Brian McGregor

The new Kenner Police Department mascot, 
Captain K9, sponsored by Gulf Coast Bank 

and Trust Company, made its first appearance 
at a New Orleans Zephyrs baseball game in 
June. Pictured with Captain K9, left to right, 
are KPD Crime Prevention Officer Ninoska 
Guggenheim, KPD Police Chief Michael 

Glaser, Gulf Coast Bank President and Chief 
Executive Officer Guy Williams and Gulf  
Coast Bank Vice President Brian Behlar.

July 2016 marks the 24th anniversary of the 
publication of the Kenner Star, Kenner’s only home-
town newspaper.

Candy Lovitt, managing editor and marketing di-
rector, said, “The Kenner Star is a free newspaper and 
has always been dedicated to and reported on local 
community, civic, charitable and governmental events 
in Kenner and also on the city’s progress over the last 
23 years. Our method of distribution, mailed free each 
month to every registered voter household in Kenner 
with a circulation of almost 20,000, is very unique. We 
are able to provide a free newspaper because of the 
advertisers that support the Kenner Star each month. 
I want to sincerely thank those loyal advertisers who 
continue to help us make Kenner’s only local commu-
nity newspaper possible for Kenner residents to enjoy. 
And to our loyal readers, who have responded so posi-
tively to the Kenner Star, we will continue to provide 

community news, government updates and informa-
tion that is enlightening and interesting each month.”

“Local business owners and professionals con-
tribute columns each month to the Kenner Star pro-
viding our readers with information relevant to them 
and our area. Our goal has been to help businesses 
and business owners who have invested in Kenner 
and we urge our residents to shop and patronize 
them,” said Lovitt.

The Kenner Star, a privately owned company 
published by Kenner Star, Inc., converted to a monthly 
publication in 1993, has always been mailed free to 
all registered voter households in Kenner and is also 
distributed to about 100 locations throughout the city. 
The Kenner Star’s website is www.kennerstar.com.   

Kenner Star begins 25 years as city’s 
community newspaper

Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of KennerSponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner
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LaseR ROCK   8:00 PM    JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 

Get a heavy dose of ROCK in this fast paced and hard hitting laser light show.  Through 
dazzling displays of color and artful animations, selections from Foo Fighters, Rush, Red 
Hot Chili Peppers and more come to life!  Songs include The Pretender, Renegades of Funk, 
YYZ, Snow and Communications of Breakdown among many others. 

Running Time: 43 minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 15      LASER 
9:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laser Metallica is the ultimate heavy metal laser 
light show.  Featuring tracks from the band’s Master 
of Puppets and Black albums, Laser Metallica packs 
a hard hitting punch!  Songs include:  For Whom the 
Bell Tolls, Fuel, One, Nothing Else Matters, and 
Enter Sandman among many others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  52 minutes 
 

 

 

         Pink Floyd’s 
 

JULY 22  DARK SIDE OF  
9:00 PM        THE MOON 
 

Experience the album that defined the sound of 
British rock band Pink Floyd.  Released in 1973, 
Dark Side of the Moon explores the gamut of life 
experiences from birth to death.  This laser show 
brings these intense themes to life through 
stunning color and imagery.  Among the many 
tracks featured are Money, Us and Them, Time, and 
Brain Damage/Eclipse.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  50 minutes 

JULY 8 LASER ZEPPELIN 
9:00 PM 
 
 
 
 

Featuring some of the most popular Led Zeppelin 
songs ever released, Laser Zeppelin will satisfy 
even the most die-hard of fans!  The playlist 
includes: Song Remains the Same, Immigrant Song, 
Whole Lotta Love, and Stairway to Heaven among 
many others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  50 minutes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     

JULY 29           Pink Floyd’s 
9:00 PM            The Wall 
 

Stunning imagery and mind bending symbolism 
mark Pink Floyd’s groundbreaking 1979 album.  
Featured in this remarkable laser light show are 
all of the album’s 15 tracks.  Among them are:  In 
the Flesh, Goodbye Blue Sky, Comfortably Numb, 
and Another Brick in the Wall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  52 minutes 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown. 
 
 

For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us 
 
 
 

Box Office opens at 7:00 PM for all late night shows.  No advance ticket sales available. 
 
 
 
 

TICKETS ARE $5 PER PERSON PER SHOW! 

 

 

 

 
   
 

          NEW 
SHOW! 

 

 

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 40  minutes  
National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to 
uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a 
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-
day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries 
in paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures 
the size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies? 

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Presented by:

Big Bird’s  
Adventure

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  H   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  H  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

                  Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Experience the music and rhythm that is Guitar Hero in this dynamic and dazzling laser show!   
Song selections from the popular game are brought to life through the animations and colors of  

laser light.  You’ll rock to such hits as Schools Out by Alice Cooper, The Hand that Feeds by  
Nine Inch Nails, Them Bones  by Alice in Chains, and  When You Were Young by The Killers. 

      LASER GUITAR HERO

MegadomeAd_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   9:15 PM

   

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY FROM 8AM – 1PM 

To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner,  
Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211 • Visit www.kenner.la.us

Farmers Market_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   12:41 PM

Free 
outdoor 

Movie
Muss Bertolino Stadium

620 West Esplanade ave.

CityofKennerFP_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:16 PM
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www.charvetsgardencenter.com

4511 Clearview Parkway 
Metairie • 888-7700

Delivery Available

Bedding Plants,
Shrubs and 

Trees
Not valid with any other offer.

Expiration Date 2/28/144511 Clearview Pkwy • Metairie • Ph: 888-7700

Gift Certificate

20%
OFF
Shrubs & Trees

Expires 8/31/2016

The Tree King
Live Oak • Shumard Red Oak • Water Oak • Willow Oak

Cypress • Red Maple • Wax Myrtle • River Birch
Japanese Yew  • Crepe Myrtle – multi & standard

Hollies • Arizona Ash • Camellia
Chinese Pistachio • Nutall Oak • Drake Elm 

American Princeton Elm • Magnolia – 3 varieties
Ginkgo • Flowering Pear

Live Oak • Shumard Red Oak • Water Oak • Willow Oak
Cypress • Red Maple • Wax Myrtle • River Birch
Japanese Yew  • Crepe Myrtle – multi & standard

Hollies • Arizona Ash • Camellia
Chinese Pistachio • Nutall Oak • Drake Elm 

American Princeton Elm • Magnolia – 3 varieties
Ginkgo • Flowering Pear

The Tree King
Shade Master Container Trees

Knock Out Roses Hanging Baskets

Summer Season is Here. Plant Shade Trees!

COUPON

20% OFF
Shrubs & TreesExpires 8/31/2016

COUPON

10% OFF
Bedding Plants, Pottery,  

Statuary & FountainsExpires 8/31/2016

Charvets_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:26 PM

Hail Damage?
Call us for your Roofing needs

Patio Covers  Glassrooms
Pool Enclosures  Siding
Concrete  Screenrooms

Window Screens

BBB
CONSTRUCTION CO

Since 1965
Locally Owned 
& Operated

Licensed & Insured

2158 Kenner Ave — Kenner, LA

504-467-6998

FREE ESTIMATES

Triple BBB Construction Color_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:21 PM
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto 
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed 
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by 
step photos visit foodieforone.com.

CHICAGO DOGS    

By foodieforone.com

For your Fourth of July celebration, may we  
suggest Chicago Dogs!

The famous depression era hot dogs were sold for a nickel on the  
streets of the Windy City for sustenance, but soon were in demand for their flavor.

The combination of ingredients is delicious and with every bite of the warmed, grilled 
wiener you get a crunch and burst of freshness.

Build your dog using Foodieforone’s homemade poppy seed buns. Slice them down 
the middle like they do in Chicago. We served broiled “tater tots” beside our “Chicago 
Dogs.”

You can find our poppy seed bun recipe on the Internet by searching www.foodieforone.

INGREDIENTS

Poppy seed bun, sliced down the center; Nathan’s Famous Wieners, grilled; Yellow 
mustard; Sweet pickle relish; Chopped onion; Sliced tomatoes; Dill pickle spear; 
Banana pepper or jalapeño pepper; Sprinkling of celery salt

Enjoy your holiday and be safe this July 4.

Recipe Corner

Recipe Corner_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:29 PM
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New media as biased as old media 
 By Jeff Crouere

The good news 
continues to roll in 
for the city of Kenner.

It was just six 
years ago that Mi-

chael S. Yenni was sworn in as mayor of Kenner 
amidst fears of economic troubles and serious 
infrastructure problems such an entire sewer 
system needing repair. The future appeared to be 
grim. Under Yenni’s leadership, the city’s political, 
business and civic leadership pulled together and 
things began to get a lot better.

Just this year, Kenner’s sales tax revenues 
have begun to climb for the first time in almost a 
decade. Work has begun on the new $650 million 
airport terminal near the Loyola I-10 exit. The 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy has 
emerged as one of the best charter schools in 
the region. Rivertown, Kenner’s historic district, 
has revived and repurposed. Yenni has moved on 
to become Jefferson Parish President but Acting 

Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur, a retired Kenner 
police officer and also the serving Kenner District 
2 Councilman is doing an excellent job as are the 
other members of the Kenner City Council con-
tinuing with the plans for revitalizing the city. May-
or Sigur says plans for four new hotels for Kenner 
are either on the drawing boards or have begun 
construction.

And, it has been announced that CarMax, a 
Fortune 500 company based in Richmond, Virginia, 
is working closely with the city on plans to build a 
$25 million sales and administrative facility near 
The Esplanade mall on land made available by the 
airport property buyouts of the 1980s and 90s.

It has taken a long time for the airport land 
buyouts that began some 30 years ago to pay off for 
Kenner but it certainly appears that the time for 
celebration is at hand. CarMax is the nation’s larg-
est used car dealer offering consumers a no-haggle 
low price certified inventory of used vehicles.

Beth Singer, public relations coordinator for 

CarMax, says the company was scouting the metro 
New Orleans area for a location to build a facility 
when they became aware of the 25-acre tract that 
is easily accessible from the Interstate 10 highway 
system and is also just minutes away from the Lou-
is Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. It 
also helps that Kenner is a low-crime zone and of-
fers excellent schools for the CarMax families that 
will be moving to the metro New Orleans area.

CarMax plans a two-phase building program 
that is expected to begin later this year. Phase I 
will include a 44,763 square foot building on 16 
acres, including a vehicle service area, a sales facil-
ity, a car wash and administrative quarters. There 
will also be a sales lot with room for more than 300 
vehicles. By the time the Phase I facility opens, 
CarMax expects to have a staff of 150 in Kenner.

Phase II will include a second used vehicle 
lot and a 13,000 square foot building. By the time 
Phase II is completed, CarMax expects to have 350 
or more employees in Kenner.

Acting Kenner Mayor Sigur says, “CarMax 
is going to be a tremendous boost to the Kenner 
economy. They will be hiring hundreds of Kenner 
residents, offering them good jobs with benefits. 
This is the first major utilization of airport buyout 
land and we hope that it spurs other companies to 
check out this valuable resource. CarMax has been 
an excellent corporate citizen, working closely 
with the city. We look forward to the start of con-
struction of their facilities in Kenner.”

It’s ironic that it was just six years ago that 
there were fears that Kenner’s best days were 
behind it. But, six years later, it seems clear that 
Kenner is on the move in a positive direction. The 
future looks very bright.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

CarMax: We welcome you to Kenner
By Allan Katz

Political

The media are 
ramping up the at-
tacks on Donald 
Trump as the election 
draws nearer. Recently, 

the Trump campaign banned “The Washington Post” 
from covering their political events. It was a response 
to a misrepresentation of Trump’s comments about 
President Obama. Media critic Howard Kurtz blasted 
the newspaper for an inaccurate headline suggesting 
that Trump was saying that Obama was somehow in-
volved in the Orlando shooting.

This type of coverage is typical of the main-
stream news media. According to the watchdog or-
ganization, the Media Research Center, the evening 
news programs of the three broadcast networks are 
working overtime on behalf of presumptive Democrat 
Party presidential nominee Hillary Clinton. In the 
first half of 2016, the Media Research Center uncov-
ered the broadcast networks devoted a total of 432 
minutes of airtime to negative stories about Donald 
Trump. In contrast, these evening news programs 
dedicated a mere 105 minutes of airtime to negative 
stories involving Hillary Clinton.

This massive 4 to 1 discrepancy exposes their 
total bias in coverage. The broadcast networks are 
basically covering up Clinton’s multiple scandals. Un-
like Trump, Clinton is under criminal investigation by 
the U. S. Justice Department for her inept, and pos-
sibly illegal, handling of top secret email communica-
tions. She has also been the subject of congressional 
hearings about her mismanagement of the Benghazi 
terrorist attack and her shady fundraising practices 
for the Clinton Foundation. While Trump has encoun-
tered his share of controversies, none rise to the level 
of the scandals surrounding Hillary Clinton. Not sur-
prisingly, the mainstream news media is not interest-
ed in being watchdogs regarding these matters, they 
are too busy being Hillary Clinton lapdogs.

Americans can expect no better balance from 
social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter. In 
the aftermath of the Orlando jihadist attack on Pulse, 
the gay night club, Facebook banned Pamela Geller, 
an Islamic critic and conservative commentator, from 
their site. Just two days later, Twitter banned gay 
conservative blogger Milo Yiannopoulos from their 
site. Both accounts were later restored, but only after 
justified criticism from the many followers of these 
commentators.

These acts of censorship follow a much publi-
cized meeting between Facebook representatives 
and a select group of conservative media figures. In 
the aftermath of the meeting, the social media giant 
promised to investigate any claims of bias and said 
there was no intentional targeting of conservatives. 
Obviously, their objectivity did not last for long.

The forces of political correctness have infected 
the social media sites as much as the mainstream 
media. As verified once again by the Media Research 
Center, the evening news programs of the broadcast 
networks are heavily tilted to the left; however, those 
shows are only a part of the mainstream news media. 
The major newspapers, national periodicals, NPR, 
PBS, and most cable news channels are also liberal.

Sadly, the only media outlets that provide a 
balance of news stories, including content geared to 
conservatives, are talk radio shows, Fox News, local 
media outlets in certain areas of the country and a 
select number of news oriented websites like the 
Drudge Report.

In the months ahead, it will be more difficult to 
find balance and objectivity, especially with the up-
coming election in November. As usual, there will be 
a coordinated campaign to assist the Democrat presi-
dential nominee, in this race, Hillary Clinton.

In contrast, there will be continued suppres-
sion of First Amendment rights for those individuals 
expressing support for Donald Trump or opposition to 

the administration’s policies on a range of issues, in-
cluding their response to the terrorist attacks. Hope-
fully, the American people will see through this cover-
age to discover the truth, but the news media can be 
very powerful in swaying public opinion.

The bias is so pervasive that it even extends to 
entertainment broadcasting. For example, the come-
dians who host the late night television shows spend 
much more time on jokes that portray Trump as a rac-
ist or sexist buffoon, while going very easy on Clinton 
and Obama. As evidence, recently Late Show host 
Stephen Colbert on CBS compared Trump to a Nazi, 
drawing the symbol of a swastika on a chalk board 
diagram.

This highly offensive comedic bit was meant to 
display Colbert’s negative reaction to Trump’s call to 
temporarily ban Muslim immigration into this coun-
try. It was completely unfounded and inflammatory, as 
well as wildly inaccurate considering Jews, who were 
targeted by Nazis for genocide, are also being targeted 
for death by the type of radical Islamists that Trump 
wants to keep out of this country. These terrorists also 
want to kill all non-Islamists, including gays, lesbians 
and Christians.

These recent examples of biased media cover-
age are only a foreshadowing of what we can expect 
in the next few months.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Chan-
nel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays 
on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and 
the north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for 
WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ring-
sidepolitics.com.
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I’m very excited 
about the efforts that 
are underway to make 
Rivertown a destina-
tion location within the 

metropolitan New Orleans area for artists to sell their 
work.

Recently, the Rivertown Arts Council hosted 
RAAD – the inaugural Rivertown Art After Dark exhibi-
tion. At that time we also formally dedicated the new 
arts council courtyard, with impressive murals from lo-
cal artists.

The idea is to continually update the murals on 
display in the courtyard and to use the location for dif-
ferent types of art-centric events. At last month’s RAAD 
event, there was music and food, provided by local gour-
met food trucks.

Rivertown is an ideal location for artists because 
the area has been designated as a “Cultural District” by 
the state of Louisiana.

The Rivertown Arts Council is looking at different 
ways to lure artists – and their fans – to Rivertown. An 
artist co-op remains a goal that could lead to an arts 
market that operates year-round, similar to the popular 

Art-centric events on the horizon for Rivertown
By Michael Sigur – Acting Kenner Mayor

Government

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

This has been 
a hot summer for the 

recreation department so far! Our summer day camp 
attendance is booming and we have had a waiting list 
since the first week of camp. Due to high demand we 
are considering adding a second summer camp location 
next year. In fact, most of the leisure summer programs 
are filled as well so make sure to register as soon as pos-
sible to secure the available spots. Registration for our 
leisure summer programs continues until the start date 
of each class. We still have many offerings throughout 
the month of July and into the beginning of August.

Athletic sports participation is also in high de-
mand. We have finished our baseball season and then 
decided to host a five to six-year-old summer league. 
We are excited to see teams from Gatalatas, Green-
lawn, Lincoln Manor, Muss Bertolino, Wentwood and 
Woodlake playgrounds participating in this league. The 
schedule, scores and standings can be followed online.

Step out of the heat and join us every Friday in 
July for “Late Nite Laser” at the Kenner Planetarium 
and Megadome Cinema in Rivertown. Laser light shows 
accompanied by music from Led-Zeppelin, Metallica, 
Pink Floyd, Red Hot Chili Peppers and more will be fea-
tured. Tickets are $5 per person and shows are sched-
uled at 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Please call 468-7231 for 
more information.

The department will also feature a special “Movies 
in the Park” night on Saturday, July 23, 2016 at Muss 
Bertolino Playground. We will have a special screening 
of “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” at 8:00 p.m. Wear 
your best Star Wars costume and join us for some pre-
movie fun beginning at 6:00 p.m. No outside food or 
drinks allowed. We will have full concessions available.

Make sure to visit https://kenner.recdesk.com for 
all up-to-date information on the happenings in the 
recreation department. Info on upcoming community 
events, featured programs and any information vital to 
the department will be on the website. Currently online 
visitors can register for leisure programs, view rental fa-

cility calendars and pay for reservations.
The first athletic sport program online registra-

tions will begin in August with children who want to 
participate in football and cheerleading. All registrants 
must visit our site to set up their member accounts to 
get recorded in the recreation department’s online sys-
tem. Athletic park memberships and ID cards will also 
be handled in the new system allowing our members to 
store their information and documents. This will pre-
vent registrants from having to resubmit info each time 
they want to register for a sport in the future. All game 
schedules and scores will be available as well for our 
athletic sport programs on the website.

Our RecDesk website will allow the department 
to store member information and allow members to 
access their program schedules and member accounts 
online at any time. RecDesk is cloud-based so it can be 
accessed from smart phones or any computer with In-
ternet. This technology will allow us to stay directly in 
touch with our members via email. In addition to email 
notifications, you can opt in for text alerts so you can re-
ceive any messages vital to your registrations and rent-
als. Text alerts will be helpful in the event of location 
changes, class or game cancellations due to weather 
and reminders of upcoming events.

We are extremely happy with this new online man-
agement system so far and are excited to extend it to our 
athletic programs as it makes it easier and more con-
venient for parents to register their children for sports 
programs. We know that this will be a huge change for 
the department and anyone that has questions or needs 
assistance in getting started should contact us at 468-
7211. As always, any members that do not have Internet 
access can register in person at the Kenner Recreation 
Office located at 1905 24th Street in Kenner, on Mon-
days through Fridays from 8:30 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.   

Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Ken Mar-
roccoli can be reached at 468-7211 or recreation@ken-
ner.la.us.

New online registration system 
available for Kenner Recreation 
participants
By Ken Marroccoli - Kenner Parks and Recreation Director

Rivertown Farmer’s Market.
One of the ways to get more people to discover Ri-

vertown is to create a special appeal and the idea of en-
joying some of the best in arts and entertainment any-
where in New Orleans is a great idea. We already have 
the award-winning Rivertown Theaters for the Perform-
ing Arts. Castle Theater regularly hosts some of the top 
stand-up comedians in the country and an arts market 
would simply add to the artistic appeal of Rivertown.

Mike Ince, a city planner who is working with the 

Arts Council, has said the goal is to revitalize Rivertown 
through “creative place making” initiatives. This makes 
Rivertown and the city more unique and provides a 
sense of place for community and enhances the overall 
experience for visitors to Rivertown.   

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur can be 
reached at 468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@ken-
ner.la.us.

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h

Offender Watch
                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Police

Distraction is 
anything that diverts 
the driver’s attention 
from the primary 
tasks of navigating 

the vehicle and responding to critical events. To put 
it another way, a distraction is anything that takes 
your eyes off the road – visual distraction, your mind 
off the road –  cognitive distraction or your hands off 
the wheel – manual distraction. So when you think 
about tasks that can be a driving distraction, you can 
see that they often fit into more than one category. 
Eating is visual and manual, whereas using a naviga-
tion system is all three.

There are two basic components of the distrac-
tion safety problem – the attentional demands of 
the distracting task and the frequency with which 
drivers choose to multitask. Task demands relate to 

the amount of resources – visual, cognitive, manual 
– required to perform the task. The other issue is 
exposure, which is how often drivers engage in the 
task. By putting those two concepts together, even 
an easy task can be a bigger safety problem if the 
person does the task 50 percent of their driving time.

Driving distractions contribute to more than 
4,000 automobile accidents a day. And even more 
startling, one teenager dies every 92 minutes in an 
accident caused from a distraction when driving. 
Please review the following common dangers of driv-
ing listed below. Make sure you go over this informa-
tion with your teenage drivers as these simple tips 
can keep your family safe on the road.
Driving tips

When driving, cell phone usage increases your 
chance of having a crash by 400 percent. Refrain 
from talking or texting on your phone until you are 

at a complete stop.
Adjusting your electronic devices or radio 

makes you six times more likely to have an accident. 
Wait until you are stopped to make adjustments or 
have a passenger take care of this for you.

Always proceed when passing an accident or 
vehicle stopped by the police. Your slowing down to 
look can cause crashes from behind and causes traf-
fic delays.

When traveling with someone, take turns eat-
ing and driving. When alone, simply pull over and eat 
before getting on the road.

Plan activities such as coloring or drawing to 
keep your children from distracting you during travel.

Protect yourself from bad drivers by staying as 
far away from them as possible. Don’t let their behav-
ior make you angry or anxious.

Never let your passengers interfere with your 

safe driving. When conversation or behavior be-
comes loud or obnoxious, you become distracted and 
put everyone in the vehicle at risk.

If you are a passenger and notice the driver be-
coming distracted, do not be afraid to let them know.

As parents, you should refrain from allowing 
new teenage drivers to carry numerous passengers 
until they are more experienced.    

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You 
can also download the free Kenner Police Depart-
ment mobile app for both Apple and Android devic-
es as well as access the Kenner Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated 
crime, traffic and other law enforcement-related 
information.

Focus on driving and prevent distractions
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

Class # 33 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Acad-
emy will begin on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Kenner Police Complex located at 500 Veterans 
Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser and 
the Kenner Police Department are encouraging citi-
zens to participate in this unique opportunity to learn 
more about police operations.

Students attend free classes one night per week 
for 13 weeks; receiving instruction from trained police  

 
 
 
officers who are certified in their fields. The acad-
emy provides detailed coverage about how the po-
lice department works in the areas of patrol division 
functions, crime prevention, criminal investigations, 
computer forensics, K-9 unit, crime scene procedures, 
criminal and domestic violence laws, narcotics inves-
tigations, traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use 
of police force and self-defense, gang awareness and 
S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour of police headquar-

ters and the jail and participate in a ride along with 
a police officer. Upon completion of the program, a 
graduation ceremony is held for students.

Graduates of the program receive the oppor-
tunity to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy Alumni 
Association (KCPAAA), through which they can lead 
the community in improving safety and promoting 
support for the Kenner Police Department. Alumni 
members can also volunteer their assistance at vari-
ous department events.

Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD 
Community Police Corps. This great program gives 
members the opportunity to volunteer and assist the 
KPD in its mission.

For more information and to fill out an applica-
tion, visit the Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com. Please contact the KPD Com-
munity Relations Division at 712-2294, 712-2395 or 
email nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with any addi-
tional questions.  

KCPA class #34 beginning in August

We do Insurance Work 
& Always Save You Money!

COLLISION CARE 
SPECIALISTS 

~ Over 10,000 Colors ~

Established 

1986

468-2104 • 811 Daniel • Corner of 9th • Kenner

Swifty’sSwifty’sSwifty’s
Auto Painting & Body Shop

Speedy

6 Coats Acrylic Enamel with Gloss Hardener. 
All Cars Sanded & Taped.1/2 Down in Cash. 

Balance in Cash upon Completion.  
Quality Work. Prep included. 

FREE ESTIMATES.

$549.88   Select Colors

Due to increased 
business body 

men and painters 
please apply.

Swiftys_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:31 PM

Government

After almost a decade of stagnant sales tax rev-
enues, a slight increase has paved the way for an in-
crease in Kenner’s 2016-2017 operating budget.

The Kenner City Council on June 2, 2016 ap-
proved an operating budget of $61 million, an increase 
over the $60.4 million 2015-2016 operating budget. The 
increase was made possible by a four percent hike in 
sales tax revenues, ending almost a decade of sales tax 
revenues that either stayed the same or, in some years, 
dipped.

“We have seen a four percent increase in sales tax 
revenues for the current year and the projections of our 
finance department call for a two percent increase in 
the coming fiscal year,” said Acting Kenner Mayor Mi-
chael Sigur. “Nevertheless, the city council has taken a 
very conservative approach to budget increases and I 
think that is a wise thing to do.” In addition, the city’s 
capital funds budget that funds infrastructure was 
hiked from $3.5 million to $4.2 million.

Acting Mayor Sigur said the slight increase in 
the city’s budgets was helped by an increase in sales 
tax revenues reported by the Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport. Sigur said that Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Aviation 

Director Iftikhar Ahmad “has done an excellent job of 
maximizing sales tax revenues at the airport although 
he is working with an obsolete terminal not designed 
for today’s air travel. I am very optimistic that he will 
give us another larger increase in 2018 when the new 
$650 million terminal is opened and operating.”

Acting Mayor Sigur said the airport has also paid 
some $3 million in permitting fees for construction of 
the new terminal near the Loyola exit.

In June the city council gave a green light to Car-
Max, a Fortune 500 company, which wants to spend 
more than $25 million on a 25-acre facility near The Es-
planade mall. When up and operating, CarMax should 
provide a boost to the city’s coffers contributing to the 
city’s revenues with sales taxes, property taxes and in-
ventory taxes. CarMax retails used economy-priced no 
haggle certified vehicles. The company expects to have 
close to 500 employees by 2020 which would make it 
one of Kenner’s top employers.

“We have been working closely with CarMax for 
a while and they have been good corporate citizens,” 
said Acting Mayor Sigur. “They are going to be a great 
addition to the Kenner economy.”  

Increase in sales tax revenue allows for slight 
rise in Kenner’s 2016-2017 fiscal budget
By Allan Katz

RSVP: http://Events.KennerBusinessAssociation.com  
Contact: Reservations@KennerBusinessAssociation.com

Call: Judy LaBella (504) 416-7637
Individual and Table reservations are required and available online.

Event Information and RSVP:

Tables for 8: $350
$30 Members | $35 Guests

Chateau Golf & Country Club
11:30AM - 1:00PM

Speaker: Parish President Mike Yenni
JULY LUNCHEON - TUESDAY JULY 19

“BRINGING KENNER BUSINESS
AND OUR COMMUNITY

TOGETHER SINCE 1985”

“The State of the Parish” 
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30    Fri 11-8:30    Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd   1 1/24/16   9:34 AM

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Eight outdoor trends that attract buyers
By Linda R. Martin

If you are considering putting your 
home on the market, don’t neglect your 
outdoor space while making indoor im-
provements. Your home’s exterior and back 
yard are important in drawing the eyes of 
potential buyers and making your home as 

appealing as possible.
Outdoor structures

Outdoor structures make the back yard, and even the front yard in 
some homes, more functional. An outdoor structure can be something 
simple  like a storage shed  that makes the space more functional. Or, it 
can be an outdoor shelter, like a gazebo or pergola-that provides more out-
door living space.
Privacy in outdoor spaces

The outdoor living space is considered more than just a backyard for 
the modern buyer. Today, the outdoor space is an extension of the home. 
People are moving indoor furniture outdoors, adding fireplaces and televi-
sions. Yet when they are relaxing outside, individuals want a measure of 
privacy. No one wants to be gawked at when enjoying a drink and watching 
a game.
Outdoor kitchens

More and more meals are being cooked outdoors and the modern 
outdoor kitchen includes more than just a grill and a picnic table. An 
outdoor sink, range and even oven can make your home more inviting. Of 
course, you will need to weigh the costs of the upgrade against the poten-
tial benefits, but if you have a great outdoors entertaining space, consider 
adding an outdoor kitchen to attract potential buyers.
Outdoor lighting

Outdoor lighting appeals to buyers for a number of reasons. First, it 
improves the function of the space making it easier to enjoy an outdoor 
living space even after dark. A well-lit deck lends itself well to summer 
barbeques and parties that continue after dark. Outdoor lighting also helps 
attract buyers by making the home more visible when they drive by the 

property. Good lighting will make the home inviting at all times of the day. 
Also, it helps improve the security of the property, which may be important 
to some buyers.
Low-maintenance landscaping

Most home sellers know they should improve and upgrade their gar-
den areas, but do so carefully. A lush, yet high maintenance garden may 
detract from your home’s ability to sell. Many of today’s buyers are busy and 
do not have the time it takes to tend a garden.
Natural wood and stone

Natural wood and stone features on the home attract the modern 
buyer. This design trend can make an outdated home look modern on the 
exterior, causing more buyers to stop and schedule a showing.
Fire pits and barbeques

If you have a modest budget but want to add an outdoor feature that 
will increase your home’s potential value, consider adding a fire pit or out-
door fireplace. You can even do this as a DIY project if you have time. A fire 
pit provides a comfortable, logical place for outdoor entertaining.
Permanent seating

Many homeowners pull out all the stops when it comes to building 
decks, patios and outdoor entertaining spaces, but forget the most impor-
tant part  seating. While you can add seating through outdoor furnishings, 
this will not add value to the property in the opinion of a buyer. Consider a 
permanent, built in seating option, like a bench built into the deck.

Remember, today’s buyers still have plenty of houses to see. As you 
prepare yours for the market, be sure to think like a buyer and add features 
that will make the home as appealing as possible. As you make these im-
provements, remember to put some attention into your outdoor space.   

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 
443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Bou-
levard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerreal-
tors.com.

Real Estate

Hurricane season comes upon us 
each year with much uncertainty as to 
how many storms are we going to have 
to endure and will there be a really bad 
storm this year. While we can’t control the 

weather, we can control being prepared should a storm come our way 
this year.

First, you need to create or update a home inventory. If you haven’t 
done so already, it’s time to inventory your home’s contents. Make sure 
you list all the items in your house and store the information online or 
outside your home. There are plenty of free mobile and online apps from 
insurance providers that can help you organize the inventory. Then make 

sure you have adequate contents coverage to pay for replacing these be-
longings.

Review your homeowner’s and flood insurance policies and ensure 
they are current and that the coverage limits are correct for your home. 
Include copies of the insurance policies and your company’s contact in-
formation in your electronic records.

Study your home and property during a heavy rain storm to see if 
the drainage is adequate. If you notice drainage problems, you can take 
action now to improve the drainage. If the street in front of your house 
does not drain well, report it to the city and request they clean the drain-
age inlets and piping.

Hurricane force winds can cause trees and branches to fall, so trim 
and remove damaged trees, limbs, sticks and other debris to keep you 
and your property safe.

We have covered home generators in a previous column, but you 
may want to purchase and install a permanent generator that supplies 
your home with electricity automatically when the power goes out. 
They’re quieter than temporary ones, don’t pose as much of a safety risk 
and typically run on natural gas, which prevents having to find gasoline 
to buy.

You can also purchase a portable generator for use during power 
outages. Remember to keep generators and other alternate power/heat 
sources outside, at least 20 feet away from windows and doors and pro-
tected from moisture; and never try to power the house wiring by plugging 
a generator into the main panel or a wall outlet.

The installation of storm shutters is a fast and easy way to close 
off windows in an emergency, though they won’t necessarily provide as 
much protection as temporary plywood. You can prepare this beforehand 
by cutting and installing the plywood with fasteners and hurricane clips, 

then taking them down, leaving behind the fasteners for easier installa-
tion in the face of a storm. Don’t forget vent openings as well.

When the storm is on its way, remove everything from your yard, 
such as outdoor furniture, garbage cans, etc. Put whatever you can inside 
and secure the rest.

One of the last, and easily forgotten, steps before a storm hits is to 
turn everything off. Switch off and unplug your TV, lower your TV antenna 
or satellite dish, turn off pool pumps and filters and wrap them in water-
proof materials, and unplug any unnecessary electrical equipment. The 
one thing you may want to leave running is your refrigerator, so set it on 
the coolest setting to keep food cold longer in the event of a power outage.

Make sure you have all your important documents in one place so 
they are easy to grab. Stock up on food and water, regardless of whether 
you stay or go. Keep your medication and a first-aid kit together and 
handy. Finally, consider grabbing some priceless items or those that are 
irreplaceable just in case.

When you’re told to evacuate, just do it. This won’t do much to save 
your home, but it could save your life. If your home is already prepped for 
the hurricane, you can leave knowing you’ve done everything you could to 
protect it. If authorities have told you to leave, your insurance might even 
cover your expenses while away from home.   

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and li-
censed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady En-
gineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady 
can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or 
at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website 
is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Hurricane preparation
By Dan Dormady
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Kenner Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council for 2016-2017

——  from  ——
Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben Zahn, 
Dawn, Ben IV, Blake, Huggie and Spirit

———————————

Happy 4th of July! 

Zahn Ad_July 4th_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:35 PM

New members of the Kenner’s Mayor’s Youth 
Advisory Council were inducted at the June 2, 2016, 
Kenner City Council meeting.

The new members include Christian Gonzalez, 
17, Jesuit; Ahjah Yunusah, 14, St. Mary’s Dominican; 
Dylan Blady, 15, Jesuit; Armando Fuentes, 17, Arch-
bishop Rummel; Abhishek Jani, 16, Isidore Newman; 
Olivia Edwards, 17, St. Mary’s Dominican; Kennedy 
Andara, 16, Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies; 
Rileigh Levy, 15, Mt. Carmel Academy; Ghage Fuoco, 
17, Louisiana Virtual Charter Academy and Kevin Kim, 
14, Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies.

The new members joined existing members 
Madeline Puente, St. Mary’s Dominican; Destiny David, 
Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies; Daniel Lau, 
Riverdale; Danial Abbas, Riverdale; Gerald Aviles, Holy 
Cross; Vanessa Barrios, Mount Carmel Academy and 
Brenda Hebert, Archbishop Chapelle.

The 20-member youth council was established 

three years ago to give Kenner teens an up-close look 
at local government and the ability to make a differ-
ence in their hometown. Since 2013, Kenner elected 
officials have welcomed feedback from the youth 
council on a variety of issues.

Members can be between 14 and 19 years old 
and must live in Kenner but can be home-schooled or 
attend any high school in the metro area.

Anyone with questions about the youth council can 
contact Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Ma-
ria Leon at 468-7240 or email MYAC@kenner.la.us.   

EXPIRES
7/31/16

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen  

and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

H OPEN SATURDAYS!  H  8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. H

Scottys_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:35 PM

Tooth brushing 
plays an important 

everyday role for personal oral hygiene and effective 
plaque removal.

Appropriate toothbrush care and maintenance 
are also important considerations for sound oral 
hygiene. The ADA recommends that consumers re-
place toothbrushes approximately every three to four 
months or sooner if the bristles become frayed with 
use.

In recent years, scientists have studied whether 
toothbrushes may harbor microorganisms that could 
cause oral and/or systemic infection. We know that 
the oral cavity is home to hundreds of different types 
of microorganisms, therefore, it is not surprising that 
some of these microorganisms are transferred to 
a toothbrush during use. It may also be possible for 
microorganisms that are present in the environment 
where the toothbrush is stored to establish them-
selves on the brush. Toothbrushes may even have bac-
teria on them right out of the box since they are not 
required to be sold in a sterile package.

The human body is constantly exposed to poten-
tially harmful microbes. However, the body is normally 
able to defend itself against infections through a com-
bination of passive and active mechanisms. Intact 
skin and mucous membranes function as a passive 
barrier to bacteria and other organisms. When these 
barriers are challenged or breached, active mecha-
nisms such as enzymes, digestive acids, tears, white 
blood cells and antibodies come into play to protect 
the body from disease.

Although studies have shown that various mi-
croorganisms can grow on toothbrushes after use and 
other studies have examined various methods to re-
duce the level of these bacteria, there is insufficient 
clinical evidence to support that bacterial growth on 
toothbrushes will lead to specific adverse oral or sys-
temic health effects.

The ADA and the Council on Scientific Affairs 
provide the following toothbrush care recommenda-
tions.
Do not share toothbrushes.

Sharing a toothbrush could result in an ex-

change of body fluids and/or microorganisms between 
the users of the toothbrush, placing the individuals 
involved at an increased risk for infections. This prac-
tice could be a particular concern for persons with 
compromised immune systems or existing infectious 
diseases.
Thoroughly rinse toothbrushes with tap water af-
ter brushing to remove any remaining toothpaste 
and debris.

Store the brush in an upright position if possible 
and allow the toothbrush to air-dry until used again. 
If more than one brush is stored in the same holder 
or area, keep the brushes separated to prevent cross-
contamination.
Do not routinely cover toothbrushes or store them 
in closed containers.

A moist environment such as a closed container 
is more conducive to the growth of microorganisms 
than the open air.
Replace toothbrushes at least every three to four 
months.

The bristles become frayed and worn with 
use and cleaning effectiveness will decrease. Tooth-
brushes will wear out more rapidly depending on fac-
tors unique to each patient. Check brushes often for 
this type of wear and replace them more frequently 
if needed. Children’s toothbrushes often need replac-
ing more frequently than adult brushes.

This column was based on information obtained 
from the American Dental Association’s website at 
www.ada.org.  

Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist who 
has practiced for over 14 years, is the past president 
of the New Orleans Dental Association and holds 
memberships in the LDA, ADA and AAID and is a 
fellow of the International College of Oral Implan-
tologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg practices at the Excep-
tional Dental office located at 1305 West Esplanade 
Avenue in Kenner and also has offices on the West-
bank, Port Sulphur and opening January 2016 in 
Mid City New Orleans. Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 
469-6333. Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.
drbourg.com.

Toothbrush care: Cleaning, 
storage and replacement 
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.

Government
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Airport

someone new to the family?

mingWelc

SET UP A TOUR TODAY! 
504.464.8365

200 W. Esplanade Ave
Kenner, LA 70065

Comfortable, private rooms

Free prenatal, breastfeeding 
& sibling classes

Online appointment scheduling 
at ochsner.org

24/7 doctor messaging through 
MyOchsner

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

Free labor & delivery tours 

Spanish speaking physicians 
& nurses 

*According to 2015 Press Ganey 
HCAHPS Patient Survey Data

Moms in your area rate Ochsner Kenner’s 
Birthing Center as one of the top labor 
and delivery units in patient experience.* 

Our personalized care is just one of the 
many benefits of choosing to deliver at 
Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner.

The airport is extremely excited about the an-
nouncement of non-stop flights to Europe for the 
first time in more than 25 years. In addition, the air-
port celebrated three inaugural flights, including 
GLO’s service to Destin-Fort Walton Beach, Florida, 
American Airlines’s service to Los Angeles and Al-
legiant Air’s service to St. Petersburg-Clearwater, 
Florida. The airport has non-stop service to 54 des-
tinations, including five international destinations 
on 15 different airlines. The increase in number of 
airlines and non-stop destinations over the past sev-
eral years is good for the community as it encour-
ages airlines to compete for your business and it 
keeps airline fares down. In 2015, our airport had 
lower ticket prices than the national average and 
one of the lowest average prices among similarly 
sized airports in the region.

On June 9, 2016, the airport announced 
new international non-stop service to Frankfurt, 
Germany, by Condor starting in May 2017. This 
is a momentous achievement as New Orleans 
welcomes back non-stop service to Europe since 
flights ceased in the 1980s. Condor is a premier 
leisure airline that transports its passengers to 
the best vacation destinations worldwide. Con-
dor is part of the Thomas Cook Group, which has 
an extensive network of partner airlines that al-
lows travelers boundless connectivity throughout 
the world. Passengers flying from New Orleans to 
Frankfurt will be able to connect to more than 
120 other cities beyond Frankfurt. The addition 
of Frankfurt, Germany, to New Orleans’s list of 
non-stop destinations brings the total of non-
stop international destinations to five.

Condor will operate a Boeing 767-300ER 
equipped with reclining seats and in-flight enter-
tainment at each of the aircraft’s 259 seats. This 
long-haul flight offers at least one free bag, dinner 
and breakfast, a complimentary welcome drink and 
a range of other cold and hot beverages to all its 
passengers. Flights on Wednesdays will depart New 
Orleans at 6:30 p.m. and arrive in Frankfurt at 11:15 
a.m. on Thursdays. Flights on Sundays will depart 
New Orleans at 11:20 p.m. and arrive in Frankfurt 
at 4:05 p.m. on Mondays. Tickets start at $399 one-
way and are now available at www.Condor.com and 
all other online travel sources. 

On June 24, 2016, GLO began non-stop service 

to Destin-Fort Walton Beach, Florida. This sea-
sonal flight will operate on Mondays and Fridays 
on select dates through September 5, 2016. GLO 
is a New Orleans-owned and based company that 
offers flights to regional destinations like Memphis, 
Tennessee, Shreveport, Louisiana and Little Rock, 
Arkansas. Tickets on GLO are only available direct-
ly from their website, so please visit www.FlyGLO.
com to book your trip.

Also in June, American Airlines expanded 
service from New Orleans with the addition of a 
non-stop flight to Los Angeles. American Airlines 
now provides non-stop service to seven destina-
tions from New Orleans. Other destinations served 
by American Airlines are Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Washington, D.C., Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas, Miami, 
Florida, Chicago, Illinois, and Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, with an array of connections beyond.  
Please visit www.AA.com for all the flight options 
American Airlines offers.

Allegiant Air, an ultra-low cost carrier, ex-
tended non-stop service to a new destination, St. 
Petersburg-Clearwater, Florida, from New Orleans 
on June 3, 2016. This is Allegiant’s eighth non-stop 
destination since beginning service at the airport in 
February 2015. Allegiant now provides non-stop ser-
vice to Cincinnati, Ohio, Columbus, Ohio, Indianap-
olis, Indiana, Jacksonville, Florida, Orland/Sanford, 
Florida, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Tulsa, Okla-
homa. Allegiant also offers travel packages that pro-
vide options for passengers to select air fare, hotel 
reservations, rental car accommodations and popu-
lar attraction tickets at discounted rates. Reserving 
your next vacation package with Allegiant can only 
be done by visiting www.AllegiantAir.com.     

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Lou-
is Armstrong New Orleans International may be 
reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local 
listings for the air time of the Armstrong Interna-
tional Airport 30 minute television program, “Air-
port Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. Follow the airport 
on facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_
Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the 
airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s 
website homepage.

New International non-stop 
service to Frankfurt, Germany, 
starting summer 2017

By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Government

On June 2, 2016, inspectors from Kenner’s 
Code Enforcement Department uncovered 86 vio-
lations during a sweep conducted on Vouray Drive, 
Kenner Assistant Code Enforcement Director 
Rick Walther announced.

Kenner Code Enforcement Director Stephen 
Petit said the sweeps are one way to respond to 
complaints which allow the department to target 
any area of the city.

The sweep violations included 14 abandoned 

vehicles, two building permits needed, 11 building 
maintenance issues, 10 soffit or fascia problems, 
four fence repairs needed, three garbage cans is-
sues, five high grass incidences, one repair or de-
molition required, 19 unsafe electrical conditions, 
one unsafe plumbing condition, five unsafe me-
chanical conditions, five vermin or rodent proofing 
issues, two flatwork issues and four door, window 
or screen problems.   

Code sweep uncovers 86 violations
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Law

MARIA
MAYOR
DeFrancesch

“Let’s Put Kenner First”
Kenner must work for everyone – 

not just the political establishment.  
I won’t be beholden to any 

elected official or campaign donor.  

That’s why I am asking the citizens of Kenner, 
along with past students and 
education colleagues of mine, 

to join my campaign to put Kenner first.

mdefrancesch@hotmail.com        Phone: (504) 402-3983
        Maria DeFrancesch for Mayor      20 Monte Carlo Drive, Kenner, LA  70065

Paid for by the Maria DeFrancesch Mayoral Campaign

3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 

 Rental Properties   Much More

www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987

467-0800
PROUDLY 

REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd   1 4/23/16   7:26 PM

Who pays when the contractor disappears?
By Steven A. Watts

The Louisiana 
Private Works Act, La. 
R.S. 9:4801-4855, sets 

forth a statutory framework that governs the legal re-
lationships between contractors, subcontractors and 
property owners. As with most laws, if all goes accord-
ing to schedule and plans, there is no need for liens or 
privileges to protect workmen or suppliers. What hap-
pens, however, if the contractor “goes south?”

When the general contractor fails to perform his 
obligations with the owner, often both the owner and 
subcontractors suffer damage. The owner may have 
previously paid the contractor for work and/or materi-
als, yet subcontractors may have not been paid. Clearly, 
both the owner and the subcontractors have suffered 
loss. Who should ultimately be responsible? Generally, 
the law provides that the subcontractor’s rights are to 
be given priority over those of the property owner. There 
are, however, limits to the protection provided a sub-
contractor. The subcontractor can file a lien against the 
property of the owner. If timely filed, this will serve to 
protect the subcontractor against financial loss. If the 
subcontractors’ lien is not satisfied, he can file a civil ac-
tion against the contractor and owner seeking to have 
his claim satisfied.

In the recent case of Urban’s Ceramic Tile, Inc., 
d/b/a Bob Moss Carpet One vs. John E. McLain and 
Kristi Ayers McLain., (La. App. 2 Cir, 2013), a subcon-
tractor brought a civil action to enforce his lien against  

 
 
the homeowner after the general contractor defaulted  
on the job and failed to pay the subcontractor. The sub-
contractor was required to file his lien within sixty days 
of the “substantial completion” of the project in order 
for his claim to be enforceable against the homeowner. 
Shortly before the subcontractor had filed his lien, the 
homeowner had placed the contractor “in default” un-
der the contract and had specified several “punch list” 
items that had yet to be completed. The subcontractor 
argued that the owner’s notice of default to the contrac-
tor provided proof that the project was not substantially 
completed and therefore his lien was timely filed. Af-
ter considering the facts and the statutory definition 
of “substantially complete,” the court ruled that the 
subcontractor’s lien was not timely filed. The court 
found that the owner was in fact, using the house for 
the purpose intended. The fact that the house was not 
fully completed did not prevent the court from finding 
that the project was “substantially complete.”

What can a homeowner do to protect himself from 
a claim or lien filed by a subcontractor? Of course the 
best defense is to hire a reputable general contractor. 
Be sure to thoroughly check the references and past 
work history of the contractor. Secondly, a homeowner 
should file a notice of contract in the real estate records 
of the parish in which the work is to be performed. This 
notice is to be signed by both the owner and the con-
tractor and should specifically identify the work to be 
performed, the price to be paid and should contain a 

legal description of the property on which the work is 
to be performed. If a surety bond is attached to the filed 
notice of contract, the owner will have no liability for 
any claims of subcontractors or material men that are 
not paid by the general contractor.

Of course, most homeowners do not avail them-
selves of the protection that the law provides against 
unanticipated subcontractor liens. If the contractor 

“goes south” you can be stuck with his bills from the 
subcontractor. Before beginning any substantial work 
on your property it would be wise to check with an ex-
perienced Louisiana attorney to protect yourself from 
unexpected claims from your subcontractors. Other-

wise, you may find yourself paying twice for the work 
performed once.   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney 
for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 
Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning, 
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and 
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his pri-
mary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and 
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 836-
0811 or swatts@wattsesq.com.

Did you know 
that boat insurance 
is one of the earliest 
known forms of insur-
ance? Ancient sailors 

knew firsthand about the risks of a life at sea and sought 
to insure their vessels against unpredictable waters. In-
suring your recreational boat will help give you peace of 
mind whenever and wherever you cast off.

Boat insurance policies can vary widely in what 
they do and do not cover based on a number of consid-
erations, including the type of boat, the waters it will 
traffic and how many months of the year the boat will 
be used. Still, there are a few basic kinds of coverage 
you can expect to receive, as well as some potential dis-
counts for safe boaters.
Physical damage

This coverage insures your boat against damage 
and loss caused by common risks, such as sinking, fire, 
storms, theft and collision. The property covered can vary, 
but the policy will usually cover the hull and other perma-
nent components including motors, anchors and onboard 
safety equipment, such as flotation devices and fire extin-
guishers along with extra fuel tanks, batteries, etc.

A trailer may or may not be covered, depending 
on the policy.

When choosing your policy, be sure to ask whether 
you will be insured for the boat’s replacement cost or its 
actual cash value. A replacement cost policy will reim-
burse you the cost of repairing the boat to its original 
condition or replacing the boat with the same or a simi-
lar model. A policy based on actual cash value will re-
imburse you for the current market value of the repair  

 
or replacement (the original price minus depreciation).
Liability coverage

This coverage applies if your boat causes injury 
to others or damage to other boats, docks or structures. 
Keep in mind that the injury or damage can be due to 
direct contact with your vessel or situations caused by 
your vessel, such as large wakes. Good liability coverage 
may provide protection against lawsuits, including the 
payment of settlements and legal fees.
Other coverage

Your insurer may offer additional kinds of cover-
age to go with your basic boat insurance. If you have 
other needs, ask your insurance agent what coverage 
is available.
Discounts

The best way to lower your boat insurance pre-
miums is to become a safer boater. For example, many 
insurers offer discounts to boaters who have completed 
an approved boating safety course. Your boat may also 
qualify for a discount by passing the U.S. Coast Guard’s 

“Vessel Safety Check,” a free inspection. There are no 
consequences if your vessel does not pass. For more 
information visit the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary website 
at www.cgaux.org.    

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select 
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty 
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, 
life and health insurance along with financial servic-
es. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, 
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s web-
site at www.marieclesi.net.

Boat insurance basics 
By Marie M. Clesi

Insurance
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Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

467-5900
671 W. Esplanade

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

RUSSELL R.
RUSSO MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Orthopedic Center_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:08 PM

20.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

5.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack

18.
49

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING 
headquarters!

Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm  •  Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

4th of July special
IceHouse_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:42 PM

The end of the 
school year is an ideal 
time to reflect on what 
we’ve accomplished in 

Jefferson Parish Public Schools. The 2015-2016 school 
year should be remembered as a year JPPSS created 
more choices, continued to earn better results and cul-
tivated a more welcoming culture.

We want JPPSS to be the first choice for parents. 
To help meet this goal, we now offer more choices than 
ever within our district. To go along with our growing 
number of charter schools, our Advanced Study Acad-
emies and our many A and B rated open enrollment 
schools, we’ve increased magnet programs across our 
district. More schools now offer language immersion 
and International Baccalaureate. This is in addition 
to our arts integration and Montessori programs. Our 
teachers will also have more choices and freedom when 
it comes to developing innovative lessons. Thanks to a 
$33 million investment, we are in the process of install-
ing state-of-the-art wireless technology in each school. 
These wireless classrooms will offer students a view of 
the world beyond campus.

Choices are important, but so are results. Our Dis-
trict Performance Score improved, as we maintained 
a B on the state report card. JPPSS houses five of the 
state’s top 10 public schools and seven of the top 20. 
The Jefferson Community Foundation released a report 
that shows we’ve tripled our number of A and B schools 
since 2010-2011. Our graduation rate is the highest it’s 
been in over a decade. We increased the number of 
college and career pathways for our students. JPPSS 
outperforms similar districts across the state and con-

tinues to move up the Louisiana rankings.
We’ve also implemented steps to assure a wel-

coming culture for our students, parents, guests and 
other stakeholders. A positive culture and climate at our 
schools is fertile ground for continued academic growth. 
Dale Carnegie Training conducted customer service 
workshops for nearly all of our over 5,000 employees in 
December. Along with providing a world class education 
for every student in every classroom, we are committed 
to becoming a leader in delivering excellent customer 
service. Customer service is critical to our success. We 
need families and other stakeholders to choose JPPSS.

This school year was just the start of our vision to 
make JPPSS the first choice for all stakeholders. We’re 
proud of our accomplishments, but there is still a lot of 
work to be done. We will not be satisfied until all our 
students are receiving the high quality education they 
deserve. As we move forward in JPPSS, we are going to 
keep our “why” in front of us at all times and remain 
steady on our path…being highly focused and highly 
accountable.

Thank you for your continued investment in our 
children and thank you for choosing Jefferson Parish 
Public Schools.   

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American 
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School 
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school 
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During 
his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as 
an educator, dean of student services, principal, assis-
tant superintendent of human resources and execu-
tive director of grants and federal programs.

Reflections on the school year
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School 
System Superintendent
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Banking

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

®

SELA

152 Palmetto  Kenner
$109,000

1069 Clipper Drive  Slidell
$335,000

4404 Rebecca Blvd.  Metairie
$159,000

SALE PENDING

SOLD!

Danielle Korndorffer_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:45 PM

Homemade fudge, Christmas items, dolls, wearables, pottery, jewelry,  
paintings, stained glass, baskets, florals, crafts, candles, leather, wood

PONTCHARTRAIN CENTER
WILLIAMS BLVD • KENNER

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

JULY 16-17

FREE
ADMISSION

FREE
ADMISSION

SHOP
26TH ANNUAL 

Holly Daze 
Arts & Crafts Market

Steinhauer_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:46 PM

Many people 
complain about our 
capitalist system, but it 
usually works very well. 

Businesses want to make money and in order to do that, 
they have to develop and sell a product that consumers 
care about and most important, are willing to use their 
money to buy.

The beauty of this system is that everyone is work-
ing in their own best interest. Consumers select from a 
variety of vendors and buy the product at a price that is 
fair for the value received.

One of the areas that this works well in is the res-
taurant business. We have over 500 locally owned res-
taurants in the metro area. If you don’t like the service, 
price or quality, you have a lot of other options

When I was a much younger person, my wife and 
I lived just outside of the French Quarter. We became 
regular customers at a new small restaurant call Kaye-
Paul’s. The owner, Paul Prudhomme would often visit 
our table to talk about food and the restaurant. One day 
he told me “we never serve a bad meal.”

Since at this point he was not yet the world fa-
mous chef that he became, I asked Paul how that was 
possible. He said, “I taste every sauce and check every 
plate. If it isn’t right, I throw it away.” That seemed 
a little extravagant to me so I asked why and he said, 

“There are so many restaurants in New Orleans that if I 
serve a bad meal folks may not say anything. They just 
won’t come back, maybe for years.”

Paul Prudhomme knew the value of repeat busi-
ness as do most small business owners. He also knew 
that customer complaints were very helpful, even es-
sential if he was to succeed long term. From that day 
on, if I like a local business and want them to succeed, I 
will share complaints with management. If I don’t care 
about the business, I will just never return.

So, if you care about a business, tell them if 
something went wrong. Good businesses always want 
to know. Make your complaint quickly and complain 

to the highest ranking person available. Offer a reason-
able solution such as a replacement, repair or perhaps 
a discount on future services.

If the problem isn’t solved, write a letter. Compa-
nies receive a lot of email, but very few receive letters. 
Once again, ask for what you consider fair compensa-
tion.

If this doesn’t work, call and ask for the manager 
or regional supervisor if the firm isn’t local.

If you are dealing with a monopoly provider, such 
as the phone company, cable company or perhaps the 
water company, you can contact their regulator. Simply 
Google “who regulates that type of company” or ask 
Siri. The cable company is regulated by the FCC and on 
their website you can find the phone numbers and ad-
dress for consumer complaints. Once again, show your 
previous efforts to get the problem resolved and your 
reasonable requests to make things right.

Finally if all else fails, and if it really matters, go 
to social media. Send out a tweet with your complaint, 
make a Facebook posting and write a bad review on 
Yelp and Yahoo. If the service and product are really aw-
ful, you probably won’t get any compensation from the 
social media approach, but you will help others avoid a 
bad provider.

Also, remember that the front line staff may be 
stuck with silly home office policies, bad management 
or may simply be dealing with problems at home or oth-
er personal issues. We all have bad days, so don’t make 
it personal and don’t blame the person in front of you. 
The bigger the company, the less the front line folks can 
do to change policy or resolve problems.

If the problem isn’t resolved, never go back and 
warn your friends. Consumer choice includes the right 
to choose to never give them any more of your money.

And, while all of the local bankers that I know 
work hard to provide good service and quick problem 
resolution, if someone in our industry really disap-
points you, banks are regulated by the Louisiana Office 
of Financial Institutions in Baton Rouge. Their office 

Satisfaction, your right as a consumer
By Guy Williams has a problem resolution section on their website.

Good businesses want satisfied customers. Help 
them keep you happy.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-

levard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch 
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, 
vice president and commercial lender, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com. 

A star-studded lineup of country artists including 
Thompson Square, Sara Evans and Joe Nichols will take 
the stage at the 16th edition of Jefferson Parish’s Uncle 
Sam Jam on Sunday, July 3, 2016.

Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Ben Zahn 
said, “Well over 25,000 people attended the event last 
year. This year we’re adding three big-name, national 
bands to our lineup as we continue to expand this event 
into a major festival. Uncle Sam Jam is becoming a 
must-see event that re-connects concert-goers to Lafre-
niere Park or introduces them to the park for the first 
time. The event is improving our hotel occupancy and 
promoting Jefferson Parish as a tourism destination. 
This year’s day-long festival will be our biggest Uncle 
Sam Jam to date.”

Thompson Square is Keifer and Shawna Thomp-
son, the number one selling and certified double-plati-
num country-singing husband and wife music sensation 
who have topped charts with number one hits “Are You 

Gonna Kiss Me Or Not,” “If I Didn’t Have You” and “Ev-
erything I Shouldn’t Be Thinking About.” Sara Evans 
is a multi-platinum selling country music singer who 
has topped the charts with five number one hits with 
favorites including “A Little Bit Stronger,” “Suds in 
the Bucket,” “Slow Me Down” and “No Place That Far.” 
Joe Nichols is a three-time Grammy-nominated and 
platinum-certified country artist with hits such as “Man 
With a Memory,” “Brokenheartsville,” “Tequila Makes 
Her Clothes Fall Off” and “Gimmie That Girl.”

The curtain will rise on Uncle Sam Jam 2016 
on July 3 at 2:45 p.m. at the Al Copeland Concert and 
Meadow Stage in Lafreniere Park with local artists 
Remedy and 90 Degrees West. The concert meadows 
will accept concert fans beginning at 2:00 p.m. There 
will be a number of food and craft vendors on site. The 
event is free and open to the public and a fireworks 
show will follow the headline performer.

More information can be found at www.unclesa-
mjamjefferson.com.  

Thompson Square, Sara Evans and Joe 
Nichols to kickoff Fourth of July weekend  
at Lafreniere Park

Community
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                       www.debbydillehaydance.com
                                 3745 Florida Ave. H Kenner H 504.468.3368

Strong Bodies 
= 

Strong 
minds • dancers •  people

Dance Classes for All Ages

Artistic Director, 
Debby Dillehay
is Dance Master 

Certified

OPEN HOUSE REGISTRATIONS: 

Saturdays - August 5, 13 & 20 • 10am-3pm

Wednesdays - August 10, 17 & 24 • 5pm-7pm

Tap H Jazz H Ballet 
      Pointe H Lyrical H Hip Hop

Pre-School H Mom & Tot
Dancer Conditioning Class

     Modern Dance H Group & Private Voice

Dillehay_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:47 PM

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073

2:00 PM  Concert Meadows Open
2:45 - 3:30 PM  Remedy
3:45 - 4:15 PM  90 Degrees West
4:30 - 5:30 PM  Thompson Square

6:00 - 7:15 PM  Sara Evans
7:45 - 9:00 PM   Joe Nichols
9:00 - 9:30 PM Fireworks

JULY 3rd  |  LAFRENIERE PARK
FREE CONCERT, FESTIVAL AND FIREWORKS

AL COPELAND CONCERT & MEADOW STAGE

Uncle Sam Jam_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   7:50 PM

Menorrhagia: When a period becomes an exclamation point! 
By John McCrossen, M.D.

Menorrhagia or  
heavy menstrual bleed-
ing has many defini-
tions. The textbook 
definition would be 

described as blood loss at a rate of greater than 80 
milliliters per cycle, but the more practical defini-
tion that every woman can understand would be 
best described as soaking a maxi pad or tampon 
every two hours.

Personally, I prefer to let the patient decide 
what is too much. But, if the amount of bleeding 
is affecting or changing her usual routines, then I 
would say it is time to consider therapies to lighten 
or shorten her menstrual cycles. The first step in 
determining an appropriate treatment for the pa-
tient is to identify the cause of the heavy bleeding. 
Causes can vary widely based on age, medical his-
tory, medication usage, nutritional status and even 
stress levels.

Menstrual bleeding originates in a woman’s 
uterus and is regulated by hormones produced by 
the ovaries. The uterus can develop polyps, abnor-
mal benign muscle growth called fibroids or precan-
cerous/cancerous lesions, all of which can often lead 

to heavy bleeding. A woman’s ovaries ideally should 
produce balanced hormones that control the men-
strual bleeding. However, an imbalance in these 
hormones are one of the more common causes of 
menorrhagia. Many things can affect the ovaries 
and alter those hormones. Issues such as emotional 
stress, obesity, weight fluctuations, certain medical 
conditions and some medications can influence the 
ovarian hormones in a negative way and ultimately 
lead to heavy menstrual bleeding.

Gynecologists can sort through these possible 
causes and narrow them down to determine which 
treatment method would be most appropriate to 
correct the heavy menstrual bleeding. A complete 
patient history, physical exam, blood work, and, 
sometimes, an ultrasound are all that is needed to 
determine the most likely causes for the increased 
bleeding. From there, your physician will be able to 
identify the treatment plan that will work best for 
your personal situation.

Hormones are often the most common treat-
ment for heavy menstrual bleeding. If a patient is 
able to use them, estrogen/progesterone medica-
tions are prescribed and can work well in many 
cases.

However, if hormone therapy is not indicated 
for treatment, then there are some very effective 
and simple surgical procedures to correct the prob-
lem. New endometrial ablation devices, such as 
NovaSure, Genesys HTA, and Minerva have shown 
a 95 percent improvement in abnormal bleeding 
and the ability to cause menses to cease completely. 
Endometrial ablations are done as an outpatient or 
same-day procedure and usually only require 15 to 
30 minutes operating time. Additionally, if fibroids 
are present, those can also be removed and ulti-
mately improve the success of the procedure.

If neither hormones nor ablation procedures 
are successful in controlling the heavy menstrual 
bleeding, the next option would most likely be a 
hysterectomy. Like endometrial ablation proce-
dures, most hysterectomies can now be done on an 
outpatient basis with the use of laparoscopic assis-
tance. This means you can have the procedure and 
go home the same day with close follow-up in your 
physician’s office post-operatively.

Should your period become an exclamation 
point at any time in your life, don’t hesitate to sched-
ule an OB/GYN appointment.   

John McCrossen, M.D., a board certified ob-
stetrician/gynecologist at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner, earned his medical degree from Louisiana 
State University Health Science Center-New Or-
leans with residency training at Ochsner Medical 
Center. Dr. McCrossen joined Ochsner in 2014 after 
ten years as an OB/GYN practicing in a private 
practice in LaPlace. Dr. McCrossen provides obstet-
rical care for all pregnancies, including high risk 
and also provides gynecological care for women of 
all ages with a special interest in managing pa-
tients with menstrual bleeding problems. To sched-
ule an OB/GYN appointment go to www.ochsner.
org or call 464-8506.

When filling their 
vehicle’s gas tank, 
most people want to 

top off thinking it will save them time between trips. 
Some people round off to the nearest dollar.

The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) reports that topping off your tank is a 
waste of money and dangerous to you, your car, other 
people and even the environment.

Here are the reasons why you should skip this 
fueling practice.

The gas can spill when overfilled getting 
gasoline on hands or clothes. Gas is hazardous and 
flammable which is dangerous when on your body 
or clothes. Spilled gas can seep into the ground and 
could pollute the water or harm wildlife.

Gas fumes are toxic and gas vapors are 
harmful to breathe and toxic to the ozone layer. 
According to the EPA, evaporation and fumes from 
spillage contribute to the pollution problem by re-
leasing toxic air pollutants such as benzene, which 
is not only toxic and flammable but carcinogenic.

You are wasting money. Once you hear the 
first click of the gas pump any gas you pump after 
that isn’t going into your car’s tank. You’re actually 
paying for gas that is filling up the hose, ready to be 
pumped into the next customer’s car. Any additional 
gas you try to pump into your tank may be drawn 
into the vapor line and fed back into the station’s 
storage tanks.

Topping off can cause the gas pump to break. 
Most gas stations have a vapor recovery system. 
When you top off your gas tank, you can cause it to 
break or become inoperable. This problem can add 
to the air pollution problem and cause the gas pump 
to fail for the next person in line.

Topping off can ruin your car. Have you ever 
wondered why your vehicle won’t allow you to add 
more gas once you’ve been alerted that your tank is 
full? Because gasoline needs room to expand so your 
tank needs extra room for that expansion. If you 
try to top off, the extra gas you’re trying to add may 
actually evaporate into your vehicle’s vapor collec-
tion system. This can ruin the mechanism, making 
it work improperly and cause your car to run less 
efficiently.

Knowing the dangers of this common practice 
should make one think twice before ever topping 
off your vehicle’s gas tank again. Avoid the risks of 
personal injury, vehicle damage and environmental 
harm and play it safe at the pump.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and oper-
ated full-service tire and automotive shop, located 
at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours 
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday 
and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s 
website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Why topping off your gas tank is 
a bad idea
By Scott Zimmerman

Automotive
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

We have just 
awakened from a good 
night sleep and as we 

step out of bed, our back tightens up and we begin 
to walk bent over for a few steps. We hope our pain 
will subside and we can begin our daily routines. To 
relieve that pain stretching in bed before getting out 
of bed can help with that morning stiffness.

While sleeping, our muscles relax which can 
put undue stress on our ligaments, discs and joints 
in the spinal region. Instead of hitting that snooze 
button, trying to get an additional 10 to 15 minutes 
of sleep, turn your alarm off and start a good routine 
of morning stretches that will help you start your 
day in a good way.

Here are a couple of stretches that are easy 
to perform. Knees-to-chest is a simple exercise 
that can be performed by lying on your back with 
your knees bent. Grab just below both knees and 
bring them toward your chest. Performing 10 of 
these will allow for a good stretch to the low back. 
Always remember to hold each stretch for three 
to five seconds.

Single knee-to-chest is another exercise that 
can be done by bringing a single knee to your chest 
alternating knees every repetition until you have 
completed 10 on each side. Rotation stretching for 
the low back is also a good way to stretch your low 

back and abdominal muscles. While lying with your 
knees bent to 90 degrees, rotate both legs to the sur-
face of the bed until a stretch is felt. Hold the stretch 
and then repeat to the opposite side.

Hamstring stretching is another exercise that 
should be performed before hitting the ground in 
the morning. Lying on your back, grasp your leg 
behind your thigh and straighten your knee until a 
stretch is felt. Now repeat with the other leg. Pelvic 
tilts are an abdominal strengthening exercise that is 
performed with the knees bent. Press your back into 
the bed tightening the abdominal muscles. Hold 
that position for three to five seconds.

Morning stretching is a good way to main-
tain low back health and get us ready for our daily 
routines.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department 
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at 
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be con-
tacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by 
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Morning stretches good for low 
back pain and stiffness
By Craig Goodwin

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –

Office paper
Newspaper, including color inserts

Magazines & catalogs
Junk mail & telephone books

Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes
12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes

Other corrugated cardboard

– METAL PRODUCTS –
Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids

– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –
Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,  

which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,  
waxed juice & milk cartons

Essentially everything constructed out of plastic  
should be marked with one of the codes shown below
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight: 
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary
Greenlawn Terrace Elemen-
tary is a school of excellence in 
Kenner. As a SACS accredited 
school, Greenlawn offers a safe 
and dynamic learning environ-
ment for a diverse range of stu-
dents in grades Pre-K through 
5. The students of Greenlawn 
are provided with the knowledge to succeed in the present and to be the 
leaders of the future through the engaging teaching methods of its certi-
fied educators. Greenlawn believes it is important to exercise the mind and 
body by providing its students with top technology, such as Promethean 
Boards, and with the health exercise program, Smart Bodies. Greenlawn’s 
faculty and staff strive to make learning fun and engaging for all of its stu-
dents by providing them with educational tools that are useful, beneficial, 
and above all, “for the kids.”

Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is located at 1500 38th Street in Kenner. For 
more information, visit greenlawn.jpschools.org or call (504) 468-1016. The 
principal of Greenlawn is Katherine “Kitty” Croft. Greenlawn is represented 
on the Jefferson Parish School Board by Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

Spotlight Education Greenlawn_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   8:23 PM

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

NEW 

Aveda Skin 
Care!

COMING 
SOON!

Georgys_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   8:24 PM

Experiencing heel pain? 
By Russell R. Russo, M.D.

Two types of 
heel pain exist. If 
you are experiencing 
pain on the bottom 
of your heel, it may be 

plantar fasciitis, a common problem that develops 
from inflammation of the connective tissue support-
ing the arch of the foot. Plantar fasciitis is a painful 
process that hurts worse when arising from bed in 
the morning and can be improved with stretching 
and gel inserts.

However, if you experience pain on the back 
of your heel, you may be dealing with something 

quite different.
Pain on the back of the heel represents inflam-

mation of the attachment of the Achilles tendon to 
the heel bone or calcaneus. Inflammation of the 
bursa that surrounds the tendon’s attachment may 
also be present. Without treatment, the chronic in-
flammation can lead to a painful bump of the back 
of the heel, sometimes referred to as a “pump bump” 
because the rigid backs of pump-style shoes can cre-
ate pressure that aggravates the enlargement when 
walking.

Development of this “pump bump,” or what 
we refer to in the medical literature as a Haglund’s 

deformity, can become very painful. This process 
can affect a variety of individuals, but is common 
in teachers and those who stand often throughout 
the day. However, runners and other individuals who 
have repetitive trauma to the area also may develop 
this condition. It usually develops over time and be-
comes unbearable by middle age.

The first line of treatment is a vigorous stretch-
ing program to the Achilles tendon. This is best 
accomplished by an orthopedic surgeon guiding 
a physical therapist to tailor a program for your 
specific problem and helping you develop a home 
exercise program. Adjuncts to therapy include 
anti-inflammatory modalities such as ultrasound,  
massage and often a new technique – dry needling, 
which is similar to acupuncture but medically based. 
On top of stretching, a gel pad can be worn at the 
area of maximal tenderness at the back of the heel 
to protect the area.

Often these modalities, along with anti-inflam-
matory medications can reduce or eliminate pain in 
the mild to moderate cases of heel pain caused by 
insertional Achilles tendonitis.

When non-operative modalities fail to reduce 
or eliminate pain, there are also surgical options 
available. Surgery involves making a small cut on 
the back of the heel and removing calcium deposits 
in the Achilles tendon as well as the painful “pump 
bump” on the back of the heel. Once the painful 

bump is removed, healthy Achilles tendon is re-
paired down to healthy bone restoring the normal 
anatomy of the heel. The amount of Achilles tendon 
and bad bone that must be removed is identified 
with X-rays and sometimes an MRI depending on 
the amount of disease within the tendon.

Although surgery is an outpatient procedure, 
the rehabilitation after surgery can be anywhere 
from two to six weeks depending on the severity of 
the disease.

Heel pain can be very debilitating. A thorough 
history and physical exam can help identify the 
cause of your pain so it can be appropriately treated. 
X-rays can identify heel spurs and calcium deposits 
from chronic inflammation.

Don’t suffer another day with nagging heel 
pain. See an orthopedic surgeon today to know your 
options.   

Russell R. Russo, M.D. is a fellowship-trained 
sports medicine orthopedic surgeon. Visit Dr. Rus-
so’s professional website, www.drrussellrusso.com, 
for his weekly sports medicine blog. The Orthope-
dic Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty 
center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care 
with focused expertise in shoulder and knee inju-
ries. Offices are located in Kenner, Metairie and 
Lakeview. For additional information call 467-
5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

At its June 2, 2016 meeting, the Kenner City 
Council approved an ordinance giving vehicle owners 
in the city the option to purchase a two-year inspec-
tion sticker beginning in 2017.

As with the one-year inspection, vehicles must 
pass an examination of horns, lights, brakes and other 
equipment to receive the inspection tag. The move to 
two-year tags puts Kenner in line with most of the rest 
of the state.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud 
and District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato spon-
sored the legislation as an added measure of conve-
nience for residents that own vehicles.

The councilmen pointed out that today’s ve-
hicles are equipped with state-of-the-art technology, 
making yearly inspections unnecessary. The resolu-

tion gives owners of vehicles less than 10,000 pounds 
and not yet 10 years the option to purchase a one-year 
or two-year inspection sticker.

The city will offer a “phasing in” period to avoid 
long lines at the brake tag station. Vehicles with in-
spection stickers that expire in odd-numbered months 
in 2017 will be able to purchase two-year stickers – or 
decide to stay with the one-year tag. Vehicles with tags 
expiring in even months – or vehicles with no current 
Kenner tag – are only eligible for one-year tags during 
2017. Beginning in 2018, owners of all eligible vehicles 
will be able to purchase two-year tags.

The cost for brake tags has not changed. There 
is a $10 fee for one-year tags and a $20 fee for the new 
two-year tags. Commercial tags will be $16 annually or 
$32 for two years.  

Two-year vehicle inspections approved by 
Kenner City Council

Government

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com
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  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner
Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30    Fri 11-8:30    Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com
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Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website

 www.kenner.la.us
 and on Kenner’s Facebook page

 https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie

836-0811
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New Orleans Air Ventures II 
d/b/a “Bayou Spirits To Go!” is 

applying to the Office of Alcohol 
& Tobacco Control of the State 

of Louisiana for a permit to 
sell beverages of high and 

low alcohol content at retail in 
Jefferson Parish at the following 

address: 900 Airline Drive,  
Louis Armstrong International 

Airport, Kenner, LA 70062

New Orleans Air Ventures.indd   1 6/23/16   9:30 PM

Condor announces new nonstop seasonal service between New Orleans and Germany
On June 9, 2016, Condor, a premier leisure airline, announced 

it will begin seasonal service twice weekly from Frankfurt, Germany 
to New Orleans from May 3, 2017 to September 27, 2017. This is New 
Orleans’ first non-stop flight to Europe since the 1980s. The Frank-
furt International Airport is a hub for Condor where passengers can 
seamlessly connect to more than 120 cities in the Eastern Hemi-
sphere through Condor’s extensive network of partner airlines.

“We are ecstatic to welcome Condor, the first transatlantic flight 
from New Orleans in decades,” said Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “Trav-
elling from Europe to New Orleans and likewise from New Orleans 
abroad will be much more convenient and efficient. This is a signifi-
cant milestone as we look forward to welcoming the world for our 
tricentennial in 2018.”

Condor will operate a Boeing 767-300ER equipped with reclin-
ing seats and in-flight entertainment at each of the aircraft’s 259 
seats. This long-haul flight offers at least one free bag, dinner and 
breakfast, a complimentary welcome drink and a range of other cold 
and hot beverages to all its passengers. Flights on Wednesdays will 
depart Frankfurt at 12:40 p.m. and arrive in New Orleans same day 
at 4:45 p.m. and depart New Orleans at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and 
arrive in Frankfurt at 11:15 a.m. on Thursdays. Flights on Sundays 
will depart Frankfurt at 5:30 p.m. and arrive in New Orleans same 
day at 9:35 p.m., and depart New Orleans at 11:20 p.m. on Sundays 
and arrive in Frankfurt at 4:05 p.m. on Mondays. Tickets are now 
available at www.Condor.com and all other online travel sources. 
The New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau will provide mar-
keting support for the new flight.

“Obtaining non-stop service to Europe has been a top priority for 
the New Orleans Aviation Board,” said New Orleans Aviation Board 
Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. “We welcome this new and exciting 
partnership with Condor.”

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director 
of Aviation Iftikhar Ahmad said, “Since securing non-stop flights to 
Latin America, we have focused on attaining a European nonstop 
destination, and we have finally done that. We are very pleased with 
the announcement of Condor’s flight from New Orleans to Frankfurt.”

New Orleans District D Councilmember Jared Brossett said, 
“Offering direct access to and from Europe and many destinations 
beyond will have a great impact on the city’s economy by bringing 
nearly 10,000 people to the city seasonally.”

“The traveler economy at its core is about driving economic 
growth and enriching the lives of people,” said Stephen Perry, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of the New Orleans Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. “We are proud to be able to offer a transatlantic 
flight that will increase opportunities for our residents and visitors 
alike.”

“GNO, Inc. is proud to welcome Condor to Greater New Orleans, 
reestablishing non-stop air service between New Orleans and Eu-
rope,” said Michael Hecht, president and chief executive officer of 
Greater New Orleans, Inc. “This will strengthen our historical ties 
with Europe and improve efficiency for both Louisiana and Europe-
an businesses, particularly in the petrochemical industry. The estab-
lishment of non-stop air service between New Orleans and Europe 
fulfills a top priority for our region  it is one new flight for our airport, 

but one giant leap forward for post-Katrina Louisiana.”
“We are very pleased to introduce this new link between New 

Orleans and Frankfurt, giving Louisiana and Mississippi and other 
states in the south a unique choice for their travels to Germany,” 
stated Jens Boyd, group head of Long-Haul at Condor. “And with 
our numerous partner airlines we offer flights beyond Frankfurt to 
over 120 destinations across Europe at very competitive prices. Fur-
thermore, New Orleans, as the birthplace of jazz is a very attractive 
destination for European tourists and we also will stimulate traffic 
from this direction.”    

Allegiant Air begins non-stop service to St. Pete-Clearwater
On June 3, 2016, Allegiant Air launched service to Clearwater, 

Florida. This new non-stop flight departs twice-weekly on Thursdays 
and Sundays from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port to St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE), Allegiant’s 
eighth destination. St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport is con-
veniently located in the heart of Tampa Bay and is equidistance from 
the beaches of St. Petersburg and Clearwater.

Allegiant Air offers vacation packages from smaller cities to 
world-class destinations like New Orleans. With the purchase of air 
travel, passengers are privy to travel deals that include hotel, car and 
entertainment options at your destination. Allegiant’s ultra-low cost 
fares paired with discounted package rates, makes for a deal that 
cannot be passed up. To get these travel deals and discounts, you 
must book your travel at www.Allegiant.com.

“Allegiant’s rapid growth at the airport is fantastic,” said New 
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “We are excited that Allegiant con-
tinues to offer new destinations to area travelers and bring more and 

more people to New Orleans.”
“From their start at the airport with four destinations in 2015 to 

today with eight, Allegiant has continually offered affordable fares 
to and from New Orleans,” said New Orleans Aviation Board Chair-
woman Cheryl Teamer. “They have allowed people with a limited 
budget to fly affordably and efficiently.”

“With each additional route Allegiant offers from New Orleans, 
12,000 more people are visiting the region annually,” said New Or-
leans Councilman Jared Brossett, chair of the transportation and 
aviation committee. “Thanks to airlines like Allegiant that continue 
to invest in New Orleans, the regional economy is prospering from 
their success.”

“St. Petersburg-Clearwater, Florida, is the newest destination 
passengers can travel to from MSY,” said Louis Armstrong New Or-
leans International Airport Director Iftikhar Ahmad. “Allegiant Air 
now offers affordable travel to a total of eight destinations from the 
airport.”    
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From the time I was a young 
boy, my passions in life were faith, 
family, sports and music.

This is not a righteous or self-
righteous proclamation so please continue reading.

I am not going to stand on a mount and give a sermon. 
This is simply a heartfelt analysis of a matter close to the heart, 
coming from a man who has made many mistakes and is likely 
to make many more despite sincere daily efforts to do the right 
thing.

In that spirit, let us progress in analyzing the state of the 
Louisiana High School Athletic Association through the eyes 
and ears of music and sports referencing. Have the principals 
done the right thing by agreeing to remain split with regard 
to championship competition or have they made a colossal 
mistake?

As Peter Noone once crooned, the meeting of principals 
on June 8 in Baton Rouge turned out to be “second verse, same 
as the first.” Nothing has changed.

The “Journey” has cast the dye of public and private 
schools going their “Separate Ways.” The subtitle of the song 

“Separate Ways” is “Worlds Apart.” That’s where public and pri-
vate schools are in Louisiana athletics.

There will be no “Lovin’, Touchin,’ Squeezin” moving for-
ward. It is obvious that the two sides have not embraced each 
other with “Open Arms.” They have stuck “Faithfully” to their 
positions. Based on where we are, the position of “Don’t Stop 
Believing” is hard to stick by when it comes to reuniting.

Public schools are basically telling private schools “I’ll Be 

Alright Without You.” The two entities are not “Stone in Love.” 
Based on numbers, publics can have it “Anyway You Want it.”

So much for the “journey.”
Where it has taken us is to a place of such a myriad of 

championships in four different sports that it will make your 
head spin. The nine championships to be crowned in football 
remains, along with 12 championships in boys basketball, girls 
basketball, softball and baseball for the upcoming school year. 
The trophy and medal business just got a huge infusion into its 
projected budget for the next few fiscal years.

The vote really was not very close.
Of the 306 votes cast by schools, a total of 56.5 percent 

went to keeping the split in all five sports in place. The fact 
that there were four other proposals on the docket did not 
help those who hoped to rescind the split voted on back in 
January. A better solution would have been one or two refined, 
detailed plans which covered all bases, if you will pardon the 
pun.

Continuing on that train, private schools attempted to hit 
a grand slam but never even got to first base.

There comes a time in every man or woman’s life where 
you come to the fork in the road and you must choose which 
direction you will pursue. Decisions are made daily. Many of 
those, as we all know, are very difficult to make.

I have no doubt that this was the case, weighing heavily 
on the minds of principals who gathered yet again last month 
in Baton Rouge to consider the future of the LHSAA.

Those who stand for the courage of their conviction are 
to be applauded. All too often in our current society, any voice 
reflecting an alternative viewpoint is either shouted down 
or even confronted in hostile, sometimes physical fashion. 
Watching this unfold in politics presently is unseemly and un-
acceptable.

What is acceptable is that people attempt to find ways to 
mend fences, to mediate, to follow the edict of John Lennon 
and “Come Together.”

Let me reiterate that I respect all sides of this linger-
ing issue and respect principals, school districts and athletic 
administrators who stand for the courage of their conviction. 
Each one must examine his own heart to determine the cor-
rect course of action.

The concept of the greater good is one that is slowly de-
preciating, if not disappearing in American life, if not world-
wide. The Supertramp concept of “Give a Little Bit” is not even 
applicable.

Private schools once again came up with several options 
in an attempt to appease those in the public school sector 
who feel the privates have unfair advantages, cheat and steal 
kids on a regular basis. There was genuine enthusiasm, even 
a scent of optimism in the air prior to the vote taking place.

Instead, those who fervently hoped for and tried to figure 
out “How to Mend a Broken Heart” are left “Crying.” Where are 
The Bee Gees and Roy Orbison when you need them?

For those in the private school sector, heed the advice 
of Ozzy Osborne and shed “No More Tears.” Understand your 
position and dilemma.

There is no need to pontificate fully once again on what I 
have stated previously, so here is the brief summation.

I am a fervent believer in everyone remaining together, 
finding real solutions and working as one. While you never 
compromise what you strongly believe in, you tolerate and 
should be tolerant and respectful of other respectable posi-
tions to have meaningful discussion and find sensible solu-
tions in a middle ground position.

As I have noted on several occasions, forget about the 
whining pertaining to recruiting. While recruiting is a prob-
lem, in some form or another, everyone recruits for his or her 
school. If you are not doing so, you are not doing your job prop-

erly, a disservice to the school you work for or administrate.
With regard to the crux of the issue, the enticement for 

top athletes to attend schools comes down to what most things 
come down to – money.

If a student/athlete from a family lacking financial means, 
financial aid is essential for that person to attend a private 
school. The tuition at private schools varies greatly.

As a result, putting a hard cap on the percentage of fi-
nancial aid a school can provide would be a simple, traceable, 
enforceable solution, eliminating the cries of “he or she got a 
free ride” to a private institution.

Additionally, the broken system that is Louisiana has 
many public schools that are truly “select,” in terms of admis-
sions, competing on the “non-select” side of the equation.

How can magnet and charter schools with open enroll-
ments be cast in with traditional public schools that can only 
draw from a small piece of a geographical pie?

When factoring in the true “select” schools in Louisiana, 
there are as many as 120, certainly 100 who could fill that bill, 
not the number of just over 70 that comprise private schools.

The concept of forming a new organization apart from 
the LHSAA is enticing and real for private schools. It would 
be problematic, regardless of the number of schools but 100, 
rather than just over 70, would be more much palatable and 
financially reasonable.

Such is the state of the LHSAA and the decision that now 
solely rests with private schools.

The only way for private schools to succeed in possibly 
breaking off from the LHSAA is to be united, without excep-
tion. A house divided will not stand. Still, it is possible, doable. 
The current LHSAA house is divided.

Not that girls’ private schools have been directly impact-
ed by the split, the cries for pulling out and starting a new 
organization for the disenfranchised is more substantive. It is 
no longer a gender issue.

The financial realities of a depressed economy, an oilfield 
bust, cuts to higher education and TOPS is that sponsorship 
dollars have dwindled, even evaporated. What the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl chooses to do moving forward with regard to its 
blanket sponsorship of all LHSAA sports is anyone’s guess.

As a 36-year member of the Allstate Sugar Bowl Media 
Selection Committee, I am quite familiar with the practices 
and thoughts of perhaps the single best entity in sports in our 
state. The Sugar Bowl champions prep sports in every aspect 
statewide.

Those who executed the agreement with the LHSAA to 
become the presenting sponsor of all state championship com-
petitions did so with the understanding that they could part 
ways with the sponsorship if the LHSAA membership opted 
to split in more sports than football. That just happened. We’ll 
see what happens, when you consider that virtually every 
member of the Sugar Bowl Executive Committee, if not every 
member, is private school educated.

Common sense, as in all sides working as one, did not 
prevail. Now, we await the dollar and cents realities resulting 
from the June 8 decision.

The result of Many High principal Norman Booker’s con-
cept passing is that private schools are sprinting, en masse, to 
cancel games and contracts with public schools that chose not 
to compete with them for championship honors.

Frankly, I cannot blame them. Why would you choose to 
compete with someone who does not want to compete with you? 
Why would you choose to compete with someone who, in some 
instances, cannot stand the ground you walk on? Why would you 
want to compete with someone, welcome them to your home 
or travel to their facility with the typical solid level of support 
behind private schools to make money for said institution?

Louisiana high school principals strike a sour note
By Ken Trahan

 next page
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Two settlements, totaling $1,239,750,000 have been 
reached with Halliburton Energy Services, Inc. and 
Halliburton Company (“HESI”) and Triton Asset Leasing 
GmbH, Transocean Deepwater Inc., Transocean Offshore 
Deepwater Drilling Inc., and Transocean Holdings LLC 
(“Transocean”) over the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

The HESI/Transocean Settlements will not pay for any 
economic loss or personal injury claims.  The Settlements 
cover punitive damages as well as certain assigned claims 
from the 2012 BP Deepwater Horizon Economic & Property 
Damages Settlement (“DHEPDS”).  Generally, claims for 
punitive damages are not intended to compensate people for 
their losses, but rather seek a monetary award that is used to 
discourage a defendant and others from committing similar 
acts in the future.

In order to make a claim for punitive damages under general 
maritime law, an individual or entity must generally show 
that property it owned was directly affected, impacted, 
or damaged by the oil.  There is a “commercial fishing” 
exception, which also generally allows commercial 
fishermen to make a claim for punitive damages, even 
though they do not “own” the fish that were directly 
impacted or damaged.

What are the Lawsuits About?
The lawsuits involve certain claims arising out of the 
“Deepwater Horizon Incident” in the Gulf of Mexico 
beginning on April 20, 2010.  The first phase of the trial 
focused on identifying the causes of the blowout, explosion, 
and subsequent oil spill.  The Court determined, based on the 
evidence, that HESI and Transocean were not responsible 
for punitive damages.  There have been no appeals of these 
findings.

HESI and Transocean have agreed to these Settlements to 
avoid the risks and costs of litigation.  Given the Court’s 
findings, these Settlements are the only way to recover 
punitive damages under these lawsuits.

Who is Included in the HESI/Transocean Settlements?
There are two groups included in the Settlements:

New Class: The majority of the funds ($902 million) will go 
toward compensating class members whose real or personal 
property was physically oiled as well as commercial 
fishermen.  The New Class is intended to address only those 
claims that could have been brought for punitive damages 
under general maritime law.  This includes previously 
excluded groups (local government, gaming, finance, 
insurance, real estate development, defense industries, and 
oil and gas entities), individuals and entities that opted 

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 
Halliburton and Transocean Settlements

Previous Claims Filers and Certain Excluded Groups to Benefit

Majority of People Affected Do Not Need to Do Anything

Legal Notice

For More Information:
Call Toll-free:  1-877-940-7792     Visit: www.GulfSpillPunitiveDamagesSettlement.com

out of the DHEPDS, and groups that were part of certain 
DHEPDS claims categories (coastal, wetlands, vessel 
physical damage, seafood, charterboat, real property sales 
loss, and subsistence).  These are the only claims that 
will be addressed by the HESI/Transocean Settlement 
Program.

Old Class: The remaining funds ($337 million) have 
been allocated to compensate the existing DHEPDS Class 
for Assigned Claims associated with the 2012 DHEPDS 
Agreement. This Class consists of hundreds of thousands 
of businesses and individuals who previously filed claims 
for economic losses associated with the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill.  Only individuals and businesses that previously 
filed a valid DHEPDS claim will be eligible for a payment 
from the HESI/Transocean Settlements associated with the 
assigned claims.

How Can I Get Benefits?
You will only need to file a claim if you are a New Class 
Member and were not eligible to file a claim in the 
DHEPDS or elected to opt out of that settlement.  If you are 
a member of the earlier DHEPDS class with BP, you cannot 
file a new claim.  The Settlement Administrator will use the 
information from your DHEPDS claim for the purposes of 
determining your eligibility for a payment from the HESI/
Transocean Settlements.  If you were part of the DHEPDS 
class and decided not to file a claim or your DHEPDS claim 
was denied, you cannot get any benefits from the HESI/
Transocean Settlements.  The deadline to submit a claim is 
December 15, 2016.    

Your Other Options
If you are a New Class Member and do not want to be legally 
bound by the HESI/Transocean Settlements, you must 
exclude yourself by September 23, 2016, or you won’t be 
able to sue HESI or Transocean later about the claims in this 
case.  However, considering the Court’s findings, you may 
be precluded from making a claim for punitive damages 
outside of these Settlements.  If you stay in the New Class 
or are a member of the Old Class, you may object to the 
Settlements by September 23, 2016.  The Detailed Notice 
(available at the website below) explains how to exclude 
yourself or object.

The Court will hold a hearing on November 10, 2016, 
to consider whether to approve the HESI/Transocean 
Settlements and a request for attorneys’ fees up to 
$124,950,000.  The attorneys’ fees will be paid separately 
by HESI/Transocean and will not reduce any payments to 
Class Members.  You or your own lawyer may ask to appear 
and speak at the hearing at your own cost.

Public schools have real, genuine, un-
derstandable concerns. They have acted in 
the best perceived interests of their schools 
but did they act in the best interest of Loui-
siana? Perhaps the legislature will intervene 
but would that be in the best interest of the 
situation and the state?

For those who correctly point out that 
there are splits in other states, one must 
consider the size of states and the number of 
schools in some of those states in comparison 
to Louisiana. In most cases, there is no com-
parison. As a state that annually has 400 or 
fewer schools with many who do not compete 
in all sports, the numbers are not conducive 
to having two separate entities.

In the final analysis, public school prin-
cipals opted to “Let It Be”–apart. As one of 
the oldest axioms states, nothing lasts for-
ever. The only things certain on this earth are 
death and taxes. Those of faith believe that 
forever lies beyond this existence.

Beatles songs live on despite the band 
breaking up in 1970. The memories of great 
championships between public and private 
schools will live on despite the band breaking 
up, first in 2013 (football) and now in 2016 in 
four other sports.

Has anyone asked the kids, the girls and 
boys of public and private schools, how they 
feel about being told they cannot compete 
with their brethren for state honors? In many 
cases, students on both sides are neighbors 

and friends. How does a 16-year-old perceive 
the decision to split?

Despite the best efforts of some, “The 
Song Remains the Same.” The Zeppelin of re-
unification crashed and burned.

Private schools, in the person of Casey, 
stepped up to the plate and struck out. There 
is no joy in Mudville. Here is hoping that the 
already shaky relations between good people 
on both sides of the issue will not become 
muddier, even hostile.

Eric Clapton may be proud. Based on the 
current condition of the hearts and minds of 
principals in Louisiana, the split may be a 

“Forever Man” thing. That is truly sad.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director 
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president 
and general manager of www.SportsNola.
com and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on Monday 
nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan 
is the general manager and chairman of the 

board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life 
Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All Ac-
cess SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.
com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 
6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters 
Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. 
to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Trahan
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Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, July 7 & July 21
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

EAA_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   8:29 PM

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
Randy Lovitt

Century Title_0515.indd   1 4/26/15   6:13 PM

Tope de Santo Domingo begins August 1    
By Rafael E. Saddy

In the capital 
city of Managua, Nica-
ragua, a small Catho-
lic statuette of Saint 
Dominic or Santo Do-

mingo de Guzmán was discovered at the end of the 
19th century which began the evolution of a massive 
annual traditional festivity that is colorful and full of 
fervor and happiness. Santo Domingo de Guzmán be-
came the patron saint of Managua and is considered 
by popular acclaim to be the saint of the people. Each 
year in Managua, Nicaragua, beginning on August 1 
until August 10, everything stops for the biggest fes-
tivals of the year. On the first day of celebration the 
tiny statue is taken from the hills to the church of 
Santo Domingo in a big elaborate procession where 
the statue remains until the last day of celebration 
when again a multitude of people carry him back to 
his church, Las Sierritas de Santo Domingo.

In Kenner, for the 16th consecutive year, the 
Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana (ANDELA) 
will present El Tope de Santo Domingo, which honors 
that Nicaraguan celebration.

The local event will be held on Saturday, August 
13, 2016, from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at Kenner’s Her-

itage Park, located at 415 Williams Boulevard. Don’t 
miss this unparalleled opportunity to experience 
first-hand the culture, food, music, sights and sounds 
from the folklore of our Central American neighbor.

Highlights this year will include a representa-
tion of Santo Domingo’s arrival preceded by a parade 
that enters the park to the rhythms of folkloric music. 
The celebration features popular characters that are 
typically Nicaraguan, such as the “Gigantona,” a gi-
gantic woman that dances to the sound of drums, the 

“Cabezón,” her short and big-headed dance partner 
and the life-size bull and cows who all dance around 
the saint as he parades through the park. Young wom-
en dressed in folkloric costumes will also accompany 
the colorful parade. Later on, there is the crowning of 
the “India Bonita,” queen of the festival. The festival 
is followed by a dance party featuring a popular local 
musician, who will be playing folkloric music, salsa 
and Latin-dance music. Typical Hispanic dishes and 
refreshments will be served.

The event is open to the public and net pro-
ceeds from donations and sponsorships will be used 
for the annual purchase of Christmas toys for disad-
vantaged children in Nicaragua.

Hispanics have always had a strong influence in 

Louisiana starting when it was a Spanish colony in 
1762 until it was turned over to the French in 1802. 
Since 1812, when Louisiana became a state, Hispan-
ics have continued to influence and contribute to the 
growth of Louisiana. This is especially true in Kenner, 
where the 16th annual celebration of “Tope De Santo 
Domingo” takes on a special meaning because of the 
growth of the Hispanic community, its contribution 
to the economy and the sharing of its rich culture 
with the community.

For more information and/or sponsorships call 
466-1483.
Community Announcements

July 9 – Gala Music presents in concert Tego 
Calderon at the Pontchartrain Center. For infor-
mation on sponsorship and/or participation call 
850-766-4602.

July 21 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
tri-chamber networking at Elmwood Self Storage 
and Wine Cellar in Harahan. Information call 885-
4262

Kenner Community Development Office – 624 
Williams Boulevard in Rivertown now accepting 

application for First Time Homebuyers Assistance 
Program. Information and guidelines online www.
kenner.la.us.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center offers various programs as well as access to 
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 
8:00 p.m. For more information and program sched-
ule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner 
TV logo.

I leave you with this thought.“Never, ever under-
estimate the importance of having fun.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations offi-
cer for the Latin American Civic Association of 
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing 
board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. 
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

HURRICANE  
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  

CHECKLIST
Things to include in your family’s emergency readiness kit

Flashlight & extra batteries
Bottled water

First aid kit & prescription medication
Evacuation route maps

Canned food & a non-electric can opener
Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members

Utility knife, shut off wrench & pliers
Access to battery powdered radio
Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses

Personal items
Pet food

Clothing & bedding
Car keys & keys to the place you may be going

Important papers including ID, Social Security cards, insurance policies,  
birth & marriage certificates, wills, deeds & copies of recent tax returns
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Treasure Chest declares independence from boredom
By Rodney Miller – Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director

Treasure Chest 
Casino holds these 
truths to be self-
evident…that not all 

casinos are created equal; that our guests are en-
dowed with certain inalienable rights; that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of a Really 
Great Time; We, therefore, your friends at Treasure 
Chest Casino…do solemnly declare that July of the 
year two thousand and sixteen shall be free and in-
dependent of boredom.

In other words…your July is going to be awe-
some at Treasure Chest!

We’re kicking things off with an incredible 
Fourth of July celebration. It starts 8:00 a.m. to mid-
night with “Come Fourth & Win.” Just visit any kiosk 
before playing to receive 4X slot points! Plus, 1,004 
accounts will be loaded with $404 slot dollars! Just 
visit any slot machine to see if you’re an instant win-
ner! And, of course, it wouldn’t be the Fourth with-
out fireworks. Join us at 9:00 p.m. for a spectacular 

fireworks display with our annual “Fireworks on the 
Lake!”

Weekends at Treasure Chest are always inde-
pendently incredible, but this July we’re putting an 

extra jingle in your weekends with something extra 
jolly. Fridays, July 8, 15, 22 and 29, Christmas is com-
ing early with “Pick a Present Hot Seats.” From 8:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. one hot seat winner will be select-
ed every 30 minutes to pick a present worth $75 to 
$250 slot dollars! Plus, receive a chance to multiply 

your winnings up to 4X to win $1,000 slot dollars!
And our founding fathers did not intend for 

us to let the winning end there. Saturday, July 23 
from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 pm, come on in to play “Cash 

Wheel.” Three winners will be drawn each hour to 
spin the cash wheel to win prizes of $250 slot dollars 
all up to $5,000 cash!

All that plus our “Progressive Payday” contin-

ues, great buffet specials, live music on Wednesdays 
through Saturdays and much, much more at your 
Treasure Chest Casino where we’re breaking the 
bonds of boredom all month long! And as always, 
we’ll see you on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must 
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B 
Connected member. Membership is free and rules 
and restrictions apply.   

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director which is located is located 
at 5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Vis-
it the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or 
call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest 
Casino in July

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-
tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with sched-
ule and times subject to change.  

Fri., July 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Blenders

Sat., July 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Robyn Costello & Nouveau 

Sun., July 3
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire 

Thurs., July 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., July 8
Closed Private Party

Sat., July 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Off The Hook

Sun., July 10
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 14
Closed Private Party

Fri., July 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Revue

Sat., July 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys

Sun., July 17
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show 

Wed., July 20 
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., July 22
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Brad Sapia

Sat., July 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Ruff N Ready

Sun., July 24
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Radio Show 

Wed., July 27 
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

The Topcats

Fri., July 29
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Gina Brown & Anutha Level

Sat., July 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Monster Crawfish

Music

Gift Cards

Gift Baskets of all Sorts

Pet Services & Supplies

Décor & Housewares

Sport Memorabilia
And Much More!

Donate to Auctions in August 
& Benefit Your Favorite Non-Profit!
Individuals, businesses, and non-profits are encouraged to donate to 
Gulf Coast Bank’s Auctions in August and designate the  
non-profit to receive the funds. 

For more information, go to 
AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM 
or ask a banker.   

800.223.2060  |  GULFBANK.COM

GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgad7973.indd   1 6/15/16   4:05 PM
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Nobody 
does it 
better  

than us!

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.

Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket 
specials and  
great food.

WIFI.

Come 
watch sports 

at 
Stepbrothers.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Stepbrothers_0716.indd   1 6/25/16   8:36 PM

“A huge company like CarMax doesn’t choose 
Kenner as its first location in the New Orleans area 
without studying the business and living climate,” 
Sigur said. “This is yet another testament to the 
progress the city has been making as a destination 
location for businesses and residents.”

CarMax expects to start Phase I this year 
following the city’s permitting process. The next 
step is for the site to be cleared and soil prepped 
for construction which should take approximately 
six to eight months. Construction of the facility is 
expected to last 18 to 24 months. Phase I, a 44,763 
square-foot building on 16 acres, will include an 
automotive servicing garage, sales offices and a car 
wash for the facility. The adjacent sales lot will be 
able to hold 342 vehicles. When Phase I is complet-
ed, CarMax will have a staff of 150 people.

Phase II plans include an additional 181 car 

lot and a 13,000 square foot building which will 
expand the company’s service operations. When 
completed, CarMax plans on hiring an additional 
200 employees.

Kenner Planning Department Director Jay 
Hebert said, “We are hoping this is the start of re-
turning more vacant airport buyout land to com-
merce.” This is the first project utilizing empty land 
bought from homeowners by the New Orleans Avia-
tion Board to settle a lawsuit over noise and safety 
issues.

Lincoln Manor subdivision residents had is-
sues with the project regarding potential problems 
of accessing their neighborhood. Hebert said con-
struction of a public roadway will be provided by 
CarMax. The new road will link Duncan and 30th 
streets, perpendicular to each other, which will en-
able drivers to drive north and south between 30th 
and 32nd streets using Duncan Street, which is 
named Arkansas Avenue near 32nd Street.   

CarMax
 from page 1

and guide her to her best days.”
Zahn pledged that he would continue the eco-

nomic development task force that former mayor 
and now Parish President Yenni started. Zahn also 
noted that he will establish quarterly brainstorm 
summits to be the “convergence of new ideas 
and smart people to help Kenner throttle up to 
new heights.” Zahn reaffirmed his commitment 
to building Laketown as a city center for upscale 
living, boutique shopping and entertainment. Zahn 
also indicated that he would accelerate the corri-
dor redevelopment, especially along Williams Bou-
levard as “a masterpiece of smart planning.” The 
Republican councilman expressed his disappoint-
ment over the lack of commitment from the own-
ers of The Esplanade mall, stating, “It’s time for 
The Esplanade mall to reinvent itself.” And he said 

he would meet with the owners of Boyd Gaming 
in hopes that he would get them to upgrade their 
facility, Treasure Chest Casino. Additionally, Zahn 
laid out a mission to attract Millennials stating that 
as mayor he would work to create walk-ability in 
neighborhoods. Zahn finished his speech stating, 

“The bottom line is that we will get results. And Ken-
ner will be stronger for our efforts.”

A graduate of University of New Orleans and 
John Curtis High School, Zahn is married to the 
former Dawn Boudloche and they have a daughter, 
Patricia “Blake” and a son, Ben IV.

Candidate qualifying for the race to fill the 
mayoral seat is scheduled for July 20 through July 
22, 2016. The primary election for mayor will be 
held the same day as the national presidential elec-
tion on November 8, 2016.

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur will serve 
until a new mayor is sworn in. The term of the in-
coming mayor will end on June 30, 2018.    

Zahn
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development projects will require substantial  
commitment.”

The Kenner Council voted in December for 
Sigur to serve as council president for the first six 
months of 2016, followed by District 5 Councilman Im-
pastato beginning July 1 through the inauguration of a 
new mayor. Under Kenner’s City Charter, the council 
president becomes acting mayor when the mayor is 
unavailable. Former Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni va-
cated the mayoral post after winning the election for 
parish president of Jefferson Parish.

Sigur “gladly” accepted the responsibility of 
continuing as a district councilman overseeing the 

administrative duties of mayor. Said Sigur, “Council-
man Impastato is a young, energetic, and dedicated 
councilman who has a bright and promising future 
ahead. I’m sure he would like to have added ‘acting 
mayor’ to his political history. But Dominick is a man 
of high integrity, a true public servant and he proved 
it by doing what he believes will put the people he 
serves above all self-interest.”

Impastato will remain as council vice-president 
and will assume the role of council chairman once 
a new mayor is seated. Impastato lauded the Yenni 
administrative team stating, “Mayor Mike Yenni as-
sembled a terrific team of administrators and direc-
tors, and they continue to help this city make across-
the-board progress.”    

Acting mayor post
 from page 1
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Police Department strongly believe in commu-
nity outreach, our collaboration on this project 
was a natural fit. We look forward to working 
with and joining Captain K9 on many appear-
ances in the coming years.”

Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser said, 
“The addition of Captain K9 will enhance our 
ability to educate children in preventative mea-
sures, in areas such as bullying, drugs and Inter-
net safety.”

Officers Ninoska Guggenheim and James 
Virgil are crime prevention officers for the Ken-
ner Police Department. “Our positions allow 
us to have contact with the children of Kenner 
beyond the everyday police officer. We have 
always wanted something that the children of 
Kenner could immediately identify with law en-
forcement and the Kenner Police Department,” 
said Officer Virgil. “As older adults remember, 
we had McGruff to help teach us about mak-
ing the correct decisions concerning safety. As 
we would attend events using McGruff, kids 
didn’t know who he was. The funny thing was 
all the older adults would smile and tell their 
children that it was McGruff. With our new mas-
cot Captain K9, we can now build that trust and 
bond that we all had as children with McGruff. 
Captain K9 will be able to interact with today’s 
children and adults to a level that we were un-
able to do with McGruff due to rules governed by 
the National Crime Prevention Council. Captain 

K9 will be able to dance, play games and teach 
the children of Kenner about safety. Of course 
none of this would have been possible without 
Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser allowing Of-
ficer Guggenheim and myself to pursue this idea. 
Chief Glaser believes in preventing crime before 
it happens and what better way to do this than 
teaching the children of Kenner about strang-
ers, seat belts and many other safety issues.”

“We also thank Gulf Coast Bank and Trust 
Company for donating the funds for Captain K9 
to be purchased,” said Officer Guggenheim.

Captain K9 will be able to participate in 
school and community events. For information 
contact the Kenner Police Department at 712-
2395 or 712-2294.

Captain K9 was given the honor of throw-
ing out the first pitch and was accompanied on 
the field by Chief Glaser, Gulf Coast Bank Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer Guy Williams 
and Behlar.

On the same night the mascot was intro-
duced, Gulf Coast Bank hosted their annual 

“Pack the Park” event in which the bank pur-
chases ticket vouchers which are then given to 
non-profit organizations. The non-profits are 
able to sell these tickets as a fundraiser for their 
organizations.

Gulf Coast Bank is one of the largest locally 
owned and operating banks with 19 branches 
across Southeast Louisiana. For more informa-
tion about fundraising opportunities with the 
bank, email marketing@gulfbank.com.    

Mascot
 from page 1

New KPD mascot, Captain K9, throws out the first pitch at a New Orleans Zephyrs  
game after making a debut appearance. Captain K9 will be utilized to educate  

and promote safety for children.
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