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After many years of waiting, Lake Trail drainage improvements are ready to get underway
By Allan Katz
The long awaited improvements to the street flooding problems
suffered by the Lake Trail Drive residents in north Kenner in District
3 will finally get underway this spring with drainage improvement construction.
“This project has been talked about for 20 plus years, so to say I am
happy to see Phase II finally begin would be an understatement,” said
Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud. “This was an important

Hotline now activated
for airport construction
questions and concerns
A hotline for Kenner residents and business owners was
activated on March 9, 2016, by the construction manager in
charge of building the new North Terminal at Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport.
The hotline is just one way in which representatives of
Hunt Gibbs Boh Metro are attempting to mitigate any impacts
as a result of the construction, which is set to be finished in
2018.
Kenner residents and business owners are encouraged
to ask any questions about the construction and to report any
problems or issues during the construction period. The hotline
will be monitored by the construction management team, who
will consult with airport, Kenner and regional representatives
to address all questions and issues.
The hotline is 464-6601. However, questions and comments
can be left by voicemail or texting the hotline number, officials
said. In addition, concerns and questions can be emailed to hotline@hgbm-jv.com.
Groundbreaking for the $650 million project took place on
January 14, 2016.

Dynamic traffic message
signs to be installed along
Loyola and Williams
As part of an entity/state agreement between the state DOTD, city
of Kenner and the New Orleans Regional Planning Commission, a number of dynamic message signs will soon be installed at several locations
along Loyola Drive and Williams Boulevard. The purpose for these signs
is to alert motorists of any traffic congestion along Interstate 10 eastbound and westbound.
This project will improve mobility and travel time savings, will provide enhanced safety and a reduction in environmental emissions and
noise. During emergencies, these signs will also provide critical traveler
information for efficient evacuation of residents, said Kenner Public
Works Director Jose Gonzalez.
Ernest P. Breaux Electrical is the contractor on the project, which
is expected to require short duration lane closures during non-peak
hour traffic periods.
The signs which will be located at Loyola Drive southbound near
Furman Drive, Williams Boulevard northbound immediately north of
West Napoleon Avenue and Williams Boulevard southbound immediately south of Driftwood Boulevard are expected to be completed within
three months.

issue for me not only because I made a promise to my constituents but
because I wanted to get this done for those homeowners that were worried every time it rains. I think it was persistence and bringing everyone
together that helped solve this ongoing problem and see this project
come to fruition.”
The key to funding the improvements is a grant of $1 million obtained from Louisiana’s Legislative Capital Outlay program by state
Senator Danny Martiny and state Representative Julie Stokes, members
of Kenner’s delegation.

Former Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni – now Jefferson Parish
President – said, “Senator Martiny and Representative Stokes did a
wonderful job of getting the money for the long-delayed Lake Trail
project. The Capital Outlay process is very intricate and it takes a lot of
legislative skills to be successful in getting a major grant like this one.”
Representative Stokes said, “Danny and I want to share the credit
with Councilman Keith Reynaud. He kept calling us constantly reminding us not to forget Lake Trail. He let us know that it was his top priority
page 23

$25,000 from Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben Zahn
received by Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy
On March 2, 2016, at a meeting of the Jefferson Parish Council,
District 4 Councilman Ben Zahn sponsored a successful cooperative
endeavor agreement between the parish of Jefferson and Kenner
Discovery Health Science Academy for the school to have use of up
to $25,000. This money can be used for expenses associated with
the construction of a covered middle school pavilion which will be
used for assemblies, outdoor classes and student activities. Certain
criteria had to have been met in order for this agreement to come to
fruition and that occurred.
“Like many of you, I have grave concerns about the current
educational system in our state. With that in mind, I was asked by
several board members of the much heralded Kenner Discovery
Health Sciences Academy to take part in furthering the goals and
objectives of this charter institution,” said Zahn. “I have identified a
limited source of funding through my council district account that
will allow me to contribute to what has become Jefferson Parish
and Kenner’s premier charter school. Given the incredible record
of achievement and success this institution has experienced, our
children are served greatly by this advanced center of learning.
Special thanks to Dr. Patty Glaser and her staff for their outstanding
leadership and success, and to their board of directors.”
page 23

Workers driving piles for
Laketown Center shopping mall

On behalf of the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences
Academy, Patty Glaser, head of school and chief executive
officer, accepts a $25,000 check from Jefferson Parish
District 4 Councilman Ben Zahn.

CENTER PULL OUT SECTION

By Allan Katz

Workers are driving piles for the proposed upscale Laketown
Center near Lake Pontchartrain.
“We are right on schedule,” said co-developer Jody Grass. “After
driving the piles, we will begin work on the lift stations. One of our
prime tenants – Planet Fitness – has received their construction permit from the city.” Grass said that the developers have also received
commitments from a major health food store and from two other
upscale stores that aren’t yet ready to make a public announcement
about their plans.
page 23

Kenner Parks and
Recreation Summer
Programs and Summer
Camp Brochure

KPRD FULLY ONLINE
see page 9
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2016
FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

6:30-9:30…Heritage Park

May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Topcats
Category 6
Groovy 7
Contraflow

NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK

468-7231

Music in the Park_Qtr_0416.indd 1

3/21/16 5:52 PM

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Bird’s
one world one sky: Big
Adventure
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes
Presented by:

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical
dragon flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of
magic carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his
fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your
audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued
the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY FROM 8AM – 1PM

Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color
and light. Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez,
Lady GaGa, Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten,
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor
or for more information call Nancy Ladner,
Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_0416.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0416.indd 1

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

3/21/16 5:56 PM

MegadomeAd_0216.indd 1

1/24/16 9:26 AM
3/25/16 9:25 PM
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Home
Equity
Line of
Credit

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

CAJUNLAND

5.99

20 Pack

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

It’s Easier
Than You
Think!

99
20.

Ask a Gulf Coast Bank
banker or visit a branch
location to learn more.

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

17

3

99

.

Spring has Sprung!
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Ice_House_0416.indd 1

Normal credit qualifications and other terms and
conditions apply. Program terms and conditions
are subject to change without notice.

3/25/16 9:28 PM

GCB_HELOC_kennerad7923.indd 1

800.223.2060 | GULFBANK.COM
3/14/16 1:23 PM
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Hail Damage? R
Banana Cream Pie
By foodieforone.com

This month we’re celebrating spring days and
longer nights and dessert on the patio with this
fluffy “Banana Cream Pie!” You can make a
homemade or ready-made graham cracker crust, however, I went
with my favorite banana pudding ingredient and chose ‘Nilla Wafer Cookies!
Place a double layer of the cookies on the bottom of your pie plate and line the sides with upright cookies.
Ingredients

BBB

1 pie crust; 2 cups heavy cream; 3 tablespoons sugar; Splash of vanilla; 1 3.4 ounce box of vanilla
instant pudding; 1 cup cold whole milk; 8 ounces cream cheese; 14 ounce can of condensed milk; 4
ripe bananas; 1/2 cup toasted coconut, optional, but you will want this!

Since 1965
Locally Owned
& Operated
Licensed & Insured

To make whipped cream, use a stand mixer to whip the heavy cream, 3 tablespoons of sugar and
vanilla until thick peaks form. Set aside.
In another bowl, use the mixer to combine the instant pudding mix and milk until well blended. Set
aside.
To make the filling, use the mixer to beat the cream cheese until soft and fluffy. Add the condensed
milk and the pudding mixture and beat until smooth. Using a spatula, fold in one-half of the whipped
heavy cream mixture.

CONSTRUCTION CO FREE ESTIMATES

Spread a layer of one-half of the filling over the pie crust you have chosen to use. Then place a layer
of sliced banana chunks, using plenty. Spread the remaining filling on top and cover with other half
of the whipped cream. Cover gently with plastic wrap and chill for at least an hour.

2158 Kenner Ave — Kenner, LA

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

504-467-6998

Triple BBB Construction_1015.indd 1

9/25/15 9:39 PM

Recipe Corner_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 9:32 PM

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

RUSSELL R.
RUSSO MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Center_1015.indd 1

467-5900

671 W. Esplanade

943-5777

889-2663

7030 Canal Boulevard 4921 Airline Drive
9/25/15 9:08 PM
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www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

Relieve your knee
pain and get back to
the things you

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

O

l
BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

ve.

Your road to knee pain recovery
starts at Ochsner. The high quality
joint replacement program by
Ochsner Orthopedics is rated as one
of the best in the nation and is
available close to home in Kenner.

10/25/13 9:18 PM

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”

MORE OPTIONS
Convenient locations available
in Kenner with same-day and
next-day appointments available.
ADVANCED CARE
Our expert Orthopedic team
offers a range of treatment
options, providing better
results and quicker recovery
with less pain.

—Thomas Jefferson
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

504.464.8000
200 W. Esplanade Ave.
Kenner, LA 70065

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

©2015 Ochsner Health System
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from The Editor
Huge airport construction project poses challenges and opportunities
By Allan Katz
The new $650
million Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International
Airport construction
project will by far be the largest construction
program in Kenner history. It will also be one of
the largest construction jobs in Louisiana history.
The new terminal will face Veterans Memorial Boulevard between Loyola Drive and Bainbridge Street in Kenner. The terminal will have
30 gates with the potential of expanding to 42
gates. For the first time in decades it will give
south Louisiana a truly modern airport that will
be a catalyst for economic growth for Kenner and
for the region.
Many Kenner residents are thinking that
is all well and good but how is the construction
going to impact my daily life? The consortium
of construction companies that will be overseeing the work want to make it as easy as possible

for those who live, work and visit Kenner to live
he has shown a magic touch that brings about
with the long lines of trucks that will be going
positive change. In his time here, Ahmad has
and coming from the site. For that purpose, the
seen the Armstrong Airport set new records for
consortium of Hunt Gibbs Boh Metro are setting
passenger volume, for airlines serving Armstrong
up a hotline and an email information exchange
International and non-stop flights. Under his diwhere Kenner residents can get their questions
rection, the airport has also been an economic
answered. The idea of a hotline and an email site
success despite operating in an antiquated facilare excellent, if carried out efficiently.
ity.
The hotline number is 464-6601. Anyone can
Ahmad has also done an outstanding job of
call to get information about the construction. working with and winning over Kenner’s leaders.
Project officials will monitor the hotline and get Among those praising Ahmad is former Mayor
Michael S. Yenni, now Jefferson Parish President.
answers to questions after consulting with the
airport, the city of Kenner and regional officials. “Iftikhar has been a true visionary who has not
Callers can leave voicemail or texts to that num- only expanded the potential of the airport but has
also helped bring more jobs and opportunities to
ber or send emails to hotline@hgbm-jv.com.
“It is the intention of the airport administra- the Kenner economy,” says Yenni.
Ahmad says he wants the airport to be
tion and the New Orleans Aviation Board that
Kenner’s partner for progress. City officials are
we hold to an absolute minimum the disruption
planning a public meeting where Ahmad and
caused by the construction-related traffic,” says
Iftikhar Ahmad, the airport’s direction of aviation. representatives of the construction companies
In the six years that Ahmad has been here, will answer questions from the public and from

Kenner officials. Ahmad said his goal is “complete transparency” when it comes to the details
of the construction.
The construction of the new terminal is
expected to take three years, concluding in 2018
which is also the 300th anniversary of the founding of New Orleans by French explorers. One of
the major tests for Ahmad and the consortium
of companies building the new terminal will be
whether they achieve their goal of minimal disruption in the lives of Kenner residents and visitors and a hotline seems like a very good start.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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Mitch Landrieu contracted Bobby Jindal disease
By Jeff Crouere
After last year’s
increase in violent
crime in New Orleans,
the city’s police chief,
Michael Harrison, announced changes in personnel deployment. Henceforth, 53 more officers would be involved in active patrols instead of desk work. Also, with additional police
recruits finishing training, there was some hope that
the NOPD numbers would be bolstered enough to reduce the surging New Orleans crime rate. The NOPD
even boasted that the response time to emergency
calls dropped to an average of 11 minutes.
All of this might make a New Orleans resident
feel that things were changing for the better. Unfortunately, the harsh reality is that the reduced response
time is still above average for U.S. police departments
and not very comforting to residents besieged by violent crime. While the murder rate was quite low for
the first two months of 2016, the month of March was
marked by a return to the type of violence so familiar
to New Orleans residents.
In one recent six-day period of violence, there
were six people killed and another 16 people shot.
Even on a day with no murders, there were numerous
armed robberies in the French Quarter and a stabbing in the Uptown area of a Good Samaritan woman
who tried to help an obviously deranged man fix his
tire. To make matters even worse, she was also spat
upon, all for offering to help. To top off that day’s violence, there was a triple shooting in New Orleans East.
While the crime has soared, there has been no
discussion of any tangible action from New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu. No summits, rallies, public
forums or hearings about the most important crisis
facing New Orleans. In contrast, there have been
numerous public events concerning the mayor’s obsession to remove Confederate monuments from the
city. In March, another hearing was held for potential

contractors seeking to bid on the project to remove
the Confederate monuments.
The goal of the meeting was for potential contractors to learn more about the bid process. One of
the contractors expressed concern about damaging
the monuments while trying to remove them. This
is a legitimate concern for the bid specifications do
not require participating companies to have expert
knowledge on monuments or how to move them. In
fact, the first contractor that had been tapped to remove the monuments was a glorified landscaper and
jack of all trades, not exactly a monument expert.
Eventually, two contractors eliminated themselves from consideration, so now the city is requesting proposals from other potential bidders. Unfortunately, the Landrieu administration has decided to
shroud the bid process in mystery. The public will not
be able to know who is bidding on this project. In fact,
some of the prospective bidders discussed doing the
removal work during the middle of the night to prevent any monument supporters from discovering their
identity or disrupting their operations.
Such secrecy is unfortunate since the hallmark
of good government is transparency. Clearly, this
administration is doing everything possible regarding the monuments to hide their activities from the
public. Along with shielding the identity of companies
bidding for the project, the administration is also refusing to identify the anonymous donor who committed to pay for the project. This is quite reminiscent of
former Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal who shielded the activities of the executive branch of state government from a supposedly comprehensive ethics bill.
Jindal also placed his personal ambitions above
his gubernatorial duties, which is why he spent so
much time out of the state campaigning for president
and raising money. Similarly, Mayor Landrieu might
have set his sights set on political prizes outside of
New Orleans. For example, when he is not engineer-

ing a secretive monument removal procedure or
ignoring the violent crime problem in New Orleans,
Mayor Landrieu has been placing a great deal of focus on global warming. Last year, he attended climate
change summits in Paris, Rome and New York.
All of this is quite curious because climate
change is certainly not an issue the people of New
Orleans care much about these days. Many of them
are too busy trying to find employment, stay employed
or just stay alive on the streets of New Orleans. While
Landrieu is not responding to his constituents, he
could be trying to arrange a post-mayoral position
with an environmental or global think tank focused
on issues such as, you guessed it, climate change.
In addition to globetrotting on the climate
change issue, the new obsession for Mayor Landrieu
is the 2016 presidential campaign. He campaigned for
Hillary Clinton, the front runner for the Democratic
presidential nomination, in South Carolina. He also
campaigned for Hillary in New Orleans with former
president, Bill Clinton. Many political observers speculate that these moves are an attempt by the mayor to
position himself for a cabinet appointment in a Clinton administration, if she wins.
In the meantime, the major issues in New
Orleans remain unresolved. At some point, the
city will see vigorous measures to fight violent
crime, but it will probably have to wait until Mitch
Landrieu is out of office.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNOTV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Butch Duhe Sports Academy best solution and use
By Mike Sigur – Acting Kenner Mayor
As an elected official, I look forward to
helping residents in Kenner District 2 with
any problems they may have and taking part
in votes with the rest of the city council for
the benefit of Kenner – both now and in the
future.
Sometimes, however, issues come up that make it impossible to make
everyone happy. That’s exactly what happened last month with the proposal
to change Butch Duhe Playground to a sports academy.
The issue has been building for decades. Butch Duhe used to be one of
the busiest playgrounds in all of Kenner, with an active neighborhood filled
with young families. The proud banners congratulating past champions in a
variety of different sports cover an entire wall inside the gym.
My kids went to Butch Duhe and I coached there. As much as anyone, I
understand what the playground used to be, as compared to what it is today.
There used to be teams at every age group for all of the youth sports –
baseball, football, basketball, softball, volleyball, soccer – and many of those
teams went on to win honors in city tournaments as well as those in the

parish and the state.
But that isn’t the Butch Duhe of today. The numbers make it clear that
there just aren’t enough young people in the surrounding neighborhood. In
2015, the playground offered sign-up for seven boys and girls leagues over a
12-month period. The total number of registrations was 43.
That’s down from more than 350 in 2003 and the reason I joined other
council members last month in supporting the ordinance to allow the Recreation Department to turn Butch Duhe in a sports academy.
It just doesn’t make sense to have a playground that virtually no one
uses. The participation figures don’t reflect a one-year problem. The numbers have been lagging for years. Since the 1980s and 1990s, when nearly 400
homes were leveled because of noise issues related to the nearby airport, the
neighborhood has simply not been the same.
A small but devoted group of parents urged us to give them more time
to get additional support for Butch Duhe. But the numbers tell us that is very
unlikely to happen. Instead, I hope we can fill the playground with travel
league teams. The playground will remain available to neighborhood residents for passive recreation, such as the tot lot.
We know from talking to other playground officials throughout south-

east Louisiana that travel leagues are hurting playgrounds everywhere. Some
parents want to give their kids a chance to develop into a top-quality athlete
with the help of the coaching, travel schedule and regular tournaments offered in sports academies. Perhaps that could mean a college scholarship.
Families who currently don’t have that option in the city can return to
Kenner and inject some life back into Butch Duhe, while families there can
choose any playground they want to become their new home park.
It makes sense and it’s a way to boost participation at all of our playgrounds. But I have to be honest and tell you I didn’t enjoy telling the parents
who don’t want to leave Butch Duhe that we really are doing what’s best for
them and the city.
I will do all I can to help residents adjust to a new playground, and I
know my colleagues on the council are dedicated to doing the same. I honestly believe that in two years, we will all be talking about what a great decision this was.
Acting Kenner Mayor Mike Sigur can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Police
April is “National Child Abuse Prevention Month”

LOST (24-hour hotline) and www.missingkids.com.

By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

create awareness that there is a need for programs and policies that focus
on child abuse prevention strategies.
Additionally, in honor of National Child Abuse Prevention Month, the
Jefferson Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides direct services to child abuse survivors, has scheduled
its fifth annual “Step Up for Children” gala on Saturday, April 16, 2016, from
8:00 until 10:00 p.m., with a patron party scheduled for 7:00 until 8:00 p.m.
The festivities will be held at the World War II Museum’s Stage Door Canteen located at 945 Magazine Street in New Orleans. This festive evening
will include live entertainment, delicious food, drinks and exciting auctions.
For more information about the gala, including sponsorship packages, as
well as other Jefferson CAC activities/events, please contact Jefferson CAC
Executive Director Erika Dupépé at 364-3857, by email at erika@jeffersoncac.com or visit the CAC website at www.jeffersoncac.com.
OYS
B
For more information about child abuse prevention programs and
PO
e
activities during the month of April and throughout the year, you can also
of K enn
contact the New Orleans Children’s Advocacy Center at 894-5484 or www.
Family owned and operated since 1975
nocac.net, Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana at www.pcal.org or their KIDLINE at 1-800-CHILDREN for parenting help by phone, and the National
Children’s Alliance at www.nationalchildrensalliance.org.
Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
Here are some contacts for reporting child abuse:
www.parranspoboys.com
Kenner Police Department: 712-2222
Department of Children and Family Services: 1-855-4LA-KIDS (242321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
hour child abuse hotline) and www.dss.state.la.us.
M-Th 11-7:30 Fri 11-8:30 Sat 11-8
Child Help: 1-800-4-A-CHILD (national child abuse hotline) and
www.childhelp.org.
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children: 1-800-THEParrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd 1
1/24/16

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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This month and throughout the year,
the Kenner Police Department celebrates
and recognizes “National Child Abuse
Prevention Month” by encouraging all individuals and organizations to play a role in
making Kenner a better place for families. By ensuring that parents have
the knowledge, skills and resources they need to care for their children, we
can help prevent child abuse and neglect by strengthening families and
communities. April is a time to celebrate the important role that communities play in protecting children. Everyone’s participation is critical.
Following are some ways to help prevent child abuse as a member of
the community.
Help to organize after-school programs for your neighborhood children.
Offer to check in on your neighbor’s latch-key children.
Introduce children to the arts: museums, children’s theater/concerts
and libraries.
Volunteer for a non-profit organization that supports families.
Contact your local officials to advocate for policies that strengthen
and support families.
Become a foster or adoptive parent.
During the month of April, the Kenner Police Department will also
participate in the “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. “Pinwheels for
Prevention” is a national movement which highlights the pinwheel as a
symbol for child abuse prevention. This campaign puts focus on the belief
that the prevention of child abuse and neglect makes a significant impact
on our communities, economy and our country. Pinwheel plantings help to

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also
download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple
and Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.

SAN-DAN

Government

Ballroom Dance Studio

Ready to serve
By Maria Leon – Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
I am both humbled and excited to
take on an expanded role in the city of Kenner as deputy chief administrative officer.
I am very familiar with the city because I grew up in Kenner and spent the
past three years as assistant director of personnel. That position requires
working with every department in the city and allowed me to learn the inner workings in Kenner, as well as so many of the hard-working employees
who make this such a special place to work.

9:34 AM

Before joining the city three years ago I was a practicing attorney,
with three years of experience in the private sector. I was excited when I
was hired for the personnel department because I believe in public service
and wanted to help the community in which I grew up.
With a law degree from Loyola University College of Law, I have been
able to use my legal experience to assist the city in a number of different
capacities, including Kenner Civil Service employee hearings.
I must thank former mayor and now Jefferson Parish President

Foxtrot, Cha Cha, Waltz,
Swing, Rumba & more
No contracts to sign
Affordable prices
Dance gift certificates for all occasions
405-2188
3901 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE 3

page 22

San Dan Dancing_0416.indd 1
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Community

Free “Music in the Park” concert series
returns in May

Family-oriented “Movies in the Park” in
Rivertown every Saturday in May

For the tenth spring, the popular live “Music in
the Park” concert series returns to Kenner’s Rivertown, starting May 6, 2016. Rivertown will come alive
on four Friday nights as popular local rock bands
perform on the back porch of the Kenner Produce
Company shed of Heritage Park, located in the 300
block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free concerts, held from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m., booths will be manned by local food, refreshment and craft vendors. Guests are encouraged
to bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside food or
drink will be permitted.

The city of Kenner’s Department of Parks and
Recreation will again sponsor a free community event,
“Movies in the Park,” in Heritage Park in Rivertown
each Saturday in May at 8:00 p.m. On May 7, through
May 28, 2016, “Movies in the Park” will be open to the
public and will feature full-length family-oriented movie features shown on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen
in high-definition. Moviegoers are encouraged to
bring chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which will
be reminiscent of an old-time drive-in movie theater,
weather permitting. Concessions will be sold, but in
order to keep the movies free, no outside food or drink

The Topcats will be playing the opening night
concert on May 6 with Category 6 performing on May
13. On May 20 the popular Groovy 7. Contraflow will
round out the series on May 27.
For more information call 468-7231.

New Krewe of LaSalle to hold formal ball, possibly parade in Kenner
The Krewe of LaSalle is named for the famed
French explorer Robert Rene Cavalier, Sieur de la
Salle who landed near Kenner’s Rivertown in 1682
and is best known for claiming the entire Mississippi
Basin, known as the Louisiana Territory, for France
The Krewe of LaSalle, modeled after New Orleans’ fast disappearing old line Carnival krewes, is
open to any male 21 years of age and older. Junior
memberships for those 16 to 20 will be available. The
krewe plans to hold a very traditional, formal ball
and will also return to the custom of not revealing
the identities of the captain or members.
The krewe will be unique in that it will be as
historically correct as possible. The king and queen

will represent King Louis XIV and Marie Therese,
with costuming reflecting the clothing of the times.
There will be pages, maids and ladies in waiting with
first consideration being given to the children and
grandchildren of our members.
In addition to the annual ball, once member

Co-Sponsored By:
APRIL NETWORKING - THURSDAY APRIL 28
Bring LOTS of business cards and mingle with fellow business leaders!

JOIN US FOR FOOD AND FUN HOSTED BY:
ADVENTURE QUEST LASER TAG
Adventure Quest Laser Tag
1200 Clearview Parkway, Elmwood

5:30PM - 7:30PM
ADULT-ONLY EVENT

Event Information and RSVP:

http://Events.KennerBusinessAssociation.com
Contact: Networking@KennerBusinessAssociation.com
Informational Message: (504) 575-3522

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, April 4 & April 28
at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
EAA_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 9:49 PM

ship reaches the level required to support a parade
and the membership votes to hold a parade, the
Krewe of LaSalle hopes to roll in Kenner and will approach city officials. Many city officials have endorsed
the krewe.
While this is an all-male krewe, it will be very
family-oriented hosting such events as picnics, seafood boils, various outings, an Easter egg hunt and a
Christmas party.
The krewe initiated its celebrations with a float

will be allowed. Pets are not allowed, as well.
The movies being shown are “Minions” on May 7,
“Kung Fu Panda 3” on May 14, “The Peanuts Movie” on
May 21 and “Spongebob: Sponge Out of Water” on May 28.
For more information call 468-7231 or visit www.
kenner.la.us.

in the 2016 Metairie Road St. Patrick’s Day parade.
The first 30 applicants will be charter members.
Until reaching the goal of 100 members, there will
only be a token dues payment of $100. When self-sustaining in membership numbers, dues are expected
to be $475 per year.
For more information and how to join the
Krewe of LaSalle, contact Michael Gonzales at 9576316, Don Delaune at 464-5320, visit the website at
www.kreweoflasalle.com or contact the captain at
captainkreweoflasalle@aol.com.

2016 AVP Tournament in Kenner
The return of world class volleyball is coming
to the shores of Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner’s Laketown. For the second year in a row, Kenner is one
of just eight tournament stops for the Association of
Volleyball Professionals (AVP). The tournament will
be played at Coconut Beach Sand Sports Complex
located at 100 Coconut Beach Court near the corner
of Joe Yenni Bouldevard and Williams Boulevard
on Thursday, April 14 through the finals on Sunday,
April 17, 2016.
“Being one of just eight cities to host a tournament is a tremendous opportunity for Kenner and
also says a lot about how people outside the area
view our city,” Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur
said. “We had a great experience last year with the
tournament and we are looking for a great partner-

ship again this year.”
Each AVP tournament brings Olympic beach
volleyball hopefuls for four days, culminating in a
final that is broadcast nationally. This year’s tournament is particularly important for the players because of the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janiero
that will be held this summer.
The AVP, entering its 33rd season, is the premiere American professional beach volleyball tour
and exclusive U.S. beach volleyball home of the nation’s top male and female athletes, including those
who have won gold, silver and bronze medals in the
Olympic Games. Under the ownership of Donald
Sun since 2012, the AVP held seven tournaments
across the U.S. in 2014, eight in 2015 and is scheduled for eight more throughout 2016.

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company helping
to bring back the beach
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company will be participating in a match campaign of up to $40,000 with
the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation (LPBF) to
replenish the sand at Pontchartrain Beach. LPBF has
purchased 17,000 tons of sand. This massive mound is
being stored at the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal in
New Orleans.
“We are happy to support this campaign. It’s time
to start enjoying our lake and restoring Pontchartrain
Beach is a way to do just that,” said Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust Company President and Chief Executive Officer Guy Williams.
Initial expenses to acquire and transport the
sand to Pontchartrain Beach are $130,000. This is part
of the larger budget of $500,000 for Phase I of the project, which is to install limestone and other infrastructure requirements.

There is an immediate deadline to raise $40,000
by April 30, 2016 to transport the sand, or the deal expires. Donations can be made at any Gulf Coast Bank
branch location or www.saveourlake.org.
The effort to restore Pontchartrain Beach has
been a long time coming. LPBF created the Pontchartrain Beach Master Plan in 2005 that included tremendous and important public input; then came Hurricane
Katrina. As with many projects in the city after Katrina,
immediate recovery needs came first. A new planning
process will commence soon to revise and update the
beach plan. This summer, LPBF will open Pontchartrain Beach for a public event to celebrate the sand
and to enjoy the lake.
For more information on the Pontchartrain
Beach Sand campaign contact Nancy Regan at 7829209 or visit www.saveourlake.org.
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Chateau Golf and Country Club offers three summer camps for kids open to all
Chateau Golf and Country Club is offering three summer camps for
kids this summer that are open to the public.
“This is the fourth year that our summer camps have been open to
families that are non-members,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general
manager at Chateau. “The response has been terrific in the past years
so those who would like their children to participate need to get their
applications in while there is still an opportunity to do so.”
The three camps being offered are a golf clinic for ages seven
and up, an “Ultimate Fun Camp” and an arts camp for children five
through 12.
The golf clinic will be supervised by Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional Wayne Fuselier. There will be two sessions – June 7-10 and July
12-15. The camp will be held Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to

10:30 a.m. Fees for the children of Chateau members will be $65 per
child per session and $75 for non-members per child per session. Instruction will include putting, chipping, bunker shots, long irons and
short irons, fairway shots and tee shots. Other activities include Chateau Putt Putt, golf course etiquette and dress code and actual playing
on the course. For more information contact Fuselier at 467-1351 or
golfpro@chateaugcc.com.
The “Ultimate Fun Camp” will have three sessions – May 31-June
3, June 27-July 1 and August 1-5. Fees are $225 per child per session for
the children of members and $260 per child per session for children
of non-members. Instruction will include tennis, soccer, golf, swimming,
cooking and arts and crafts. Sessions will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday through Friday. Space is limited, sign up is required by the

Kenner Parks and Recreation now offers athletic
registration, leisure programs and facility rentals all online
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start of the football and cheerleading registration in August, since the
baseball season is already underway.
YS
O
B
All registrants must visit https://kenner.recdesk.com to set up
PO
their member accounts to get started. This site will allow us to store
e
of K enn
member information and allow members to access their program
schedules and member accounts at their fingertips. RecDesk is cloudFamily owned and operated since 1975
based so it can be accessed from smart phones or any computer with
Internet. There is even a mobile app that you can download from
Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
the app store making it extremely easy to use on your smart phone
or tablet. This technology allows us to stay directly in touch with our
www.parranspoboys.com
members via email. In addition to email notifications, you can opt in
2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
for text alerts and you will receive any messages vital to your registraM-Th 11-7:30 Fri 11-8:30 Sat 11-8
tions and rentals. Text alerts will be helpful in the event of location
page 19
changes, class or game cancellations due to weather and reminders
of upcoming events.
1/24/16 9:34 AM
We are excited about this new online management system andParrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd 1
Attorney
at
Law
know that this will be a huge change for the department. Anyone that
has questions or needs assistance in getting started should contact
35 years
me at 468-7211. As always, any members that do not have Internet acexperience
cess can register in person at the Kenner Parks and Recreation Office
located at 1905 24th Street on Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m.

Steven A. Watts

Recycle your Mardi Gras throws to benefit non-profit
The Jefferson Parish Departments of Environmental Affairs and
General Services have partnered with Progressive Waste Solutions to
help “Keep Jefferson Parish Clean and Green” by collecting Mardi Gras
beads and throws for recycling by the Arc of Greater New Orleans.
Containers for recycled throws will be available on a year round
basis in the lobby on the East Bank at the Joseph S. Yenni Building located at 1221 Elmwood Parkway Boulevard in Jefferson and at First Parish Court located at 924 David Drive in Metairie.
The Arc of Greater New Orleans, www.arcgno.org, is a non-profit

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

r

It is important to evolve and stay efficient in the changing times
and our Kenner Recreation Department is no exception. Our Leisure
Service Division has been using an online registration system for a few
years now and it has been extremely successful in streamlining the
registration process for programs.
We are excited to announce that we are now rolling out a department wide online registration process that will accommodate leisure
programming, athletic registrations and facility rentals. All leisure
programs will be available with descriptions and picture examples.
Athletic park memberships and ID cards will also be handled in the
new system, allowing our members to store their information and
documents and prevent having to resubmit each time they want to
register for a sport. All game schedules and scores will be available as
well for our athletic programs. A community calendar will be on the
site for anyone interested in renting a facility. Date availability and
pricing packages can be checked directly online. Bookings can then
be done from there and payments can be submitted online via credit/
debit card.
The site will also have all up-to-date information on the happenings in the recreation department displaying upcoming community
events, featured programs and any information vital to the department. We will go live for leisure program registration and facility rentals on April 1, 2016. Athletic online registration will follow with the

Thursday prior to the first day of camp and no walk-ins will be permitted.
Fees also include snack, lunch, drinks and one camp T-shirt. For more
information, call Stacey or Lee at 467-1351.
The arts camp will offer two sessions, June 13-17 and July 18-22.
Camp will be on Monday through Friday, 10:30 to noon. Children ages
five through 12 are welcome. Fees will be $75 per child per session for
the children of members and $85 per child per session for the children
of non-members. Instruction will include jewelry making, painting and
various arts and crafts projects. Fees include snacks, drinks and supplies. For more information call 467-1351.
“We’re going to have a great time this summer and we’re looking forward to providing the children a summer they’ll remember with smiles
for years to come,” said Yenni.

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

organization which assists individuals with intellectual disabilities by
providing employment opportunities and job training.
The beads, trinkets and stuffed animals are bundled and resold
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie
at discounted prices directly through the organization. This helps to
keep them out of landfills and ecosystems while generating jobs and
836-0811
resources.
For additional information, contact Michael Lockwood, director of
12/26/15 1:15 PM
Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs at 731-4612. Watts_0116.indd 1

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website
www.kenner.la.us
and on Kenner’s Facebook page

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Banking
These are taxing times

Dance Classes
for All Ages

By Guy Williams
Artistic Director, Debby Dillehay
is Dance Master Certified

Join us for Summer Classes, Camps
& Workshops Beginning
June 27-August 3rd
Tap H Ballet H Jazz H Pointe H Lyrical
Hip Hop H Pre-School H Mom & Tot
Dancer Conditioning Class

!
NEW

Modern Dance Department
Dance Team Class H Yoga for Children

Strong Bodies = Strong Minds
Dancers
People
3745 Florida Ave. H Kenner H 504.468.3368 H www.debbydillehaydance.com
Dillehay_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 9:54 PM

Z125EBR-54
• 25 Gross HP, Gasoline,
Air-Cooled V-Twin Engine
• 54” Pro Commercial
Mower Deck
• Hydro-Gear™ Transmission
• 4 Year/300 Hour
Factory Warranty

M6-101

L2501DT

• 104.5 Engine HP, 4-Cylinder
Turbocharged Kubota
Diesel Engine
• Grand X Cab Offers Greater
Comfort & Visibility
• Intelli-Shift Transmission
• Tilt & Telescopic Power Steering

• 24.8 Gross HP, 4-Cycle
Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD
• Suspension System
and Contoured Seat
• Performance-Matched
Implements Available

KX018-4

RTV-X900

16.1 Gross HP Kubota Engine
Short-Pitched Rubber Crawler
Superior Stablility & Lifting Capacity
ROPS & FOPS Certified Cabin
or Canopy
• Spacious Cab with Easy
Entrance & Exit

• 21.6 Gross HP, 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine
• Variable Hydro Transmission (VHT-X)
• Standard 4-Wheel Drive
• 60:40 Split Bench Seats
Provide Hours of Riding Comfort

•
•
•
•

Let our service department
get you ready for the season!

$0 DOWn, 0% APR FINANCING

FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS

ON SELECT NEW KUBOTAS!

10203 Airline Hwy.
12306 N. Oaklawn Lane
Saint Rose, LA 70087 Biloxi, MS 39532
504-467-6794
228-392-9922
LeeTractor.net
*$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota BX, B, L, (excluding L39/L45), MX, M5660/6060/7060, M5, M6, RB, DMC, DM, RA, & TE Series
Equipment is available to qualified purchasers from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory through 6/30/2016. Example: A 60-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R.
requires 60 payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document
preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. 0% A.P.R. and low rate financing may not be available
with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del Amo Blvd.,
Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2016. See us for details on these
and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. Power (HP/KW) and other specifi cations are
based on various standards or recommended practices. For complete warranty, safety and product information,
please refer to the operator’s manual or consult your Kubota dealer. K1335-41-Lee Tractor - Kenner Star-1

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073

Well, our legislature is still in session,
so no one is safe.
We seem to have
an odd idea of balance.
Louisiana now has the
highest sales tax in America, hooray, we are number
one#1. On the other hand we raised taxes on beer
by one penny and we can only bring ourselves to tax
cigarettes at the southern average, while video poker
and gambling were untouched. I guess that we are
being encouraged to skip the mall and go straight to
the bar for a glass of beer and a cigarette before playing some video poker. Laissez les bon temps rouler!
None of us like to pay taxes and we have no legal
or moral obligation to pay more than the law requires,
so let’s look at some ways to minimize your taxes.
One of the best ways to minimize taxes is to participate in a company sponsored 401k or pPrivate IRA
savings plan. Both of these plans are pretax which
allows you to reduce current taxes and deposit more
money into your retirement account. If you do not
max out your retirement savings, by all means do so
now. If you can’t spare the money for a full match, begin by increasing your match this year and add more
each year until you can max out your contributions.
As you pay down consumer debt, pay off your
unsecured loans like credit cards and auto loans
before paying off your home equity loan or your mortgage. Mortgage debt is tax deductible, consumer debt
is not. On the other hand, do not increase your home
equity balance to pay off consumer loans. This seems
smart, but the immediate feeling of debt relief often
leads to more debt and spending. It is psychologically better to pay off the consumer debt with bigger
monthly payments.
Consider your donations. Be sure to gather

together all of your receipts for charitable giving, including physical items like clothes that you may have
given to Goodwill or some other charity. Also, keep
track of small donations like admissions to church
fairs. If you did not receive a tangible benefit, your
admission fees may be tax deductible as well.
It is too late for this year’s taxes, but this is still
a good time to prepare for next year. Give your house
a good spring cleaning, and give away anything that
you didn’t use or wear last year. Save the receipts as,
you will be able to use them as a tax deduction next
year, and your house will be less cluttered.
Finally, I hate to share this but you are supposed to pay Louisiana sales taxes on Iinternet purchases. This hurts especially with our new and higher
sales taxes, but there is a line on your state tax return for sales tax on Iinternet purchases that were
not withheld at the source. If on the other hand, you
have a vacation house or condo in another state, it is
ok to receive your Iinternet purchases there.
Based upon research by GNO, Inc. we know
that we spend more on government per capita than
any other southern state. It is only fair to ask our
elected officials, since the state of Louisiana spends
more per person than any other southern state,
where are the better roads, schools and health care
that we are paying for?
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656.
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Insurance
Survivorship universal life
insurance
By Marie M. Clesi
If you need an
affordable way to
leave money for others after you and your partner pass away, survivorship
universal life insurance might be an option for you.
What is it?
Survivorship universal life insurance is often
referred to as “second-to-die insurance” – it insures
two people but doesn’t pay beneficiaries until both
policyholders have passed away. It offers a death benefit upon the death of the second insured and cash
accumulation, which can provide a source of funds
if needed.
How is it used?
While most life insurance policies are intended
to provide for a widowed spouse, a survivorship policy
also helps with:
Estate planning. Death benefits will typically
pass income tax-free to heirs, which can help in funding mandatory federal estate taxes.
Business transition planning. Survivorship
policies can provide the funds needed to pass down
a family business, while also providing cash value for
uninvolved heirs. The policy also can help finance a

buy-sell agreement between two business partners.
Charitable giving. You can donate money to
causes you care about long after your death.
Supporting a disabled child. Couples who
support a disabled adult child often set up a special
needs trust with a survivorship policy to ensure their
child continues to receive care.
What are the benefits?
Survivorship universal life insurance policies
typically offer a few perks, including premiums that
are typically lower than two individual policies, accumulating cash value and the ability to add additional
riders.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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Acting independently

Code of Civil Procedure Article 3396.15 provides that
the independent executor has “all the rights, powers,
authorities, privileges and duties of a succession repreBy Steven A. Watts
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we offer here at Chateau. Camp activities include:

Tennis
Soccer
Golf Camp
Golf








Swimming
Cooking
Arts and Crafts

After reading this column the next action step
you should take is to review your will to see if it specifically provides for the independent administration of your estate. If your will is over ten years old,
there is a good chance that such a provision was not
included. If you wish to include an independent administration provision in your will, this can be easily
accomplished by an amendment or codicil to your existing will or if preferred, a complete revision of your
will. Either way, you can control how your estate is
administered, but you need to take action now. Seeking the timely advice and counsel of an experienced,
competent Louisiana attorney is the best remedy to
combat the “fear of probate.”
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney
for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10
Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning,
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 8360811 or swatts@wattsesq.com.
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Swim Team Social & Info Meeting on April
13h at 5:30pm.

3/26/16 1:39 PM

12

APRIL 2016  KENNER STR

Airport

New low cost travel options and new cities in 2016
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
The airport is
working hard to provide a wider variety of
air travel options and
destinations from New
Orleans. With 14 airlines providing non-stop service to 54 destinations, we are
at an all-time record high. Through sagacious decisions
and hard work, we have been able to keep costs down for
airlines to operate at Armstrong International, which has
been vital to the development of these new routes.
This year, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport has already announced four new destinations and additional service to several existing destinations by our airlines. This new service benefits our community by providing more competition and service to new
markets.
Allegiant Air, an ultra-low cost airline, announced starting three new destinations from New
Orleans this year – Jacksonville, St. PetersburgClearwater and Tulsa. Service to Florida’s Jacksonville
International Airport (JAX) and St. Petersburg–Clearwater International Airport (PIE) begins in April and
service to Tulsa International Airport (TUL) in Oklahoma begins in May. Allegiant offers ultra-low fares to
popular vacation destinations like New Orleans and

with each new flight added here at Armstrong International, an additional 15,000 people are expected to
visit our city each year. When making your travel plans,
please visit Allegiant’s website at www.AllegiantAir.
com as reservations and tickets are only available directly from their website.
Spirit Airlines unveiled two new flights from New
Orleans to the Los Angeles International Airport (LAX)
and to the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL). Both flights will operate once per day starting
in April. Spirit Airlines is an ultra-low cost carrier known
for their low cost “Bare Fare” that allows passengers to
choose and pay for only the additional services they need.
As Spirit continues to see success with this business
model, we hope to see them, and others alike, establish
new routes from Armstrong International in the future so
that passengers have good low cost options in traveling
to many wonderful destinations. Reservations and tickets
can be purchased by visiting their website www.Spirit.
com.
Starting in April, Frontier Airlines will launch
non-stop service to Philadelphia International Airport
(PHL) three times a week and Orlando International
Airport (MCO) four times a week. Frontier also offers
low-cost, non-stop service to Denver, Colorado, and
multiple travel options for all budgets. Frontier has a his-

tory of on-time flights with signature “Rocky Mountain
Hospitality.” With the tagline “Low Fares Done Right,”
Frontier allows a choice of customization options for your
flight to match both your needs and price point. For more
information and to view all flight options by Frontier Airlines, visit www.FlyFrontier.com.
GLO Airlines, a New Orleans-based airline, will
begin seasonal weekend service to the popular Florida
destination of Destin and Fort Walton Beach. Flights to
the Northwest Florida Regional Airport (VPS) that serves
Destin/Fort Walton Beach will occur once per day on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays now through the beginning
of September. GLO’s vision is to provide comfortable and
convenient travel that connects regional destinations
throughout the southeast with direct, nonstop routes.
They began service in November 2015 with non-stop
flights from New Orleans to Little Rock, Arkansas, Memphis, Tennessee and Shreveport, Louisiana. Reservations
and tickets are only found by visiting their website at
www.FlyGLO.com.
American Airlines will also commence non-stop
service to Los Angeles International Airport (LAX)
starting in June. This will allow passengers an additional travel option to the west coast and connectivity to many destinations beyond. For information on this
flight and the other destinations served by American Air-

Community
2016 Jefferson Parish rabies vaccination drive on April 3
The 2016 Jefferson Parish Rabies Vaccination
Drive is scheduled for Sunday, April 3, 2016, from 1:00
pm to 5:00 pm. Dog and cat owners can have their animals vaccinated against rabies. The low cost fee of $15
per pet, payable by cash only, includes the vaccination,
license and tag. Parish and state laws require dogs and

cats receive a rabies vaccination each year to protect
against the virus that attacks the central nervous system.
This project is a joint effort of the Jefferson Parish
Animal Shelter, the Southeast Louisiana Veterinary Association and the Jefferson SPCA.
Dogs must be on a leash; cats must be in a carrier.

For information call 736- 6111, 349-5111 or 733-5878 or
visit www.JeffersonSPCA.org.
Following are the 10 locations offering rabies
vaccinations on April 3, 2016 for Jefferson Parish pet
owners.

lines, please visit www.AA.com.
The most recent announcement of additional
service comes from JetBlue Airways, which will begin
non-stop service to Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL) starting in September 2016. JetBlue currently offers non-stop service from New Orleans
to New York’s John F. Kennedy International Airport
(JFK) and Boston Logan International Airport (BOS).
When passengers fly with JetBlue, they get “The Core
Experience” which includes free and unlimited snacks
and drinks, great entertainment options and, according
to the airline, the most legroom in coach. Visit www.JetBlue.com to learn more about this new flight and all the
other JetBlue destinations.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International may be
reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International
Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive”
or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com,
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News
and Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/
MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out
how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.

Eastbank
Cleary Playground, 3700 Civic Street
Jefferson Playground, 4100 South Drive
Lafreniere Park, 3000 Downs Boulevard
Lakeshore Playground, 1125 Rosa Avenue
Muss Bertolino Playground, 600 West Esplanade
Westbank
Avondale Playground, 709 S. Jamie Boulevard
Belle Terre Playground, 5600 Belle Terre Road
Harvey Fire Station, 1801 Gretna Boulevard
Mel Ott Park, 2301 Belle Chasse Highway
Westwego Park, 400 West Bank Expressway
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Chi ldr e n & Te e n s
ARTWORKS – AGES 6&UP

Learn to have fun with art! Young artists will be introduced to the funfilled world of drawing and painting. They will use watercolors and
acrylics to complete their paintings. The camp will end with an art show.
Please send your child with an old shirt to use while painting. Supplies
included in class fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Monday - Friday
June 13 - June 17
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center

July 18 - July 22
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

ART CLUB – AGES 6-10

Join the club that explores creativity and imagination. Projects completed
in ceramic, paint and crafts. All supplies included. Art Club will end with
an art show for family and friends. Instructor: Lisa Childs.
Monday - Friday
June 20 - June 24
July 11 - July 15
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

SPLATASTIC CAMP – AGES 3 - 5

Designed specifically for pre-schoolers this will include creative projects
that help expand their imagination and creativity. Painting, coloring,
sculpting, slathering and more are used to create original projects.
Instructor: Lisa Childs.
Monday - Friday
June 13 - June 17
July 25 - July 29
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

KENNER KLAY CAMP – AGES 7 – 16

This is a great class to introduce your child to all aspects in ceramics. A
class project in greenware and bisque are included along with all paints
and brushes. Extra pieces will be available for purchase after class
projects are completed. Class will end with a ceramic show. Instructor:
Lisa Childs
Monday - Friday
June 6 - June 10
June 27 - July 1
July 18 - July 22

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m
Fassbender Center
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

CARTOON DRAWING – AGES 6 – 11

This class will teach the basics of drawing. You will learn how to turn
basic shapes into some of your favorite characters. All supplies included.
Instructor: Toni Bacino.
Monday
June 13- July 25
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN – AGES 8-12

It’s time to get your hands dirty and create delicious foods on your own.
This camp will teach basic but fun recipes that the kids are sure to love.
Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Wednesdays
June 15 - June 29
July 13 - July 27
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Camp fee: $35

CHEERLEADING CAMP – AGES 5 - 14

This is a one-week camp that will teach basic technique, tumbling and
stunts. A routine will be taught throughout the week and performed for
parents on the last day of camp. Bring a bag lunch.
Monday - Friday
June 20 - June 24
July 25 - July 29
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Camp fee: $70 per session

GYMNASTICS CAMP – AGES 5 - 14

This is a gymnastics camp where boys and girls learn skills on vault,
bars, beam and floor. This camp is jam-packed with gymnastics, games,
and arts and crafts!
June 1 - June 3
July 6 - July 8
August 2 - August 4

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m
Barbre Gym
Camp fee: $55

TUMBLING – AGES 6-14

Thursday
June 9 - July 28
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Beg.)
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Adv. Beg.)

This is for boys and girls to help enhance their tumbling skills. Beginner
classes start at forward rolls and advance to backbend kick-overs. The
intermediate class must be able to do their backbend from standing and
will advance to back handsprings. The advanced class must already
have back handspring and will advance to back tucks.

KARATE – AGES 6-14

Mondays
June 6 - August 1
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Beg.)
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Inter/Adv.)

Tuesday & Thursday
May 17 - Aug. 25
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Session fee: $40

Alabama Tennis Courts
Class fee: $40

This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self-esteem, confidence,
discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, balance, flexibility,
self-defense and respect for others. Instructors: Award Winning, Master
Candace Frisard, Master Daniel Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.
Barbre Gym
Class fee: $60

PINTSIZE PAINT PARTY – AGES 6 & UP
Star Wars

GYM TOTS – AGES 3-5

Finding Dory

This class will teach kids basic gymnastics skills on all of the equipment,
flexibility, and coordination while improving their self-esteem and
making gymnastics fun and exciting. Parents will be invited for an Open
House on the last day!
Wednesday
5:00 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
June 8 - July 27

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $40

INTRODUCTION TO GYMNASTICS – AGES 6-10

This is an introduction to our yearlong gymnastics program. Gymnasts
will learn basic flexibility, strength, and gymnastics skills and explore
their love for gymnastics. Gymnasts will use all four apparatus vault,
uneven bars, balance beam, and floor exercise.
Wednesday
5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
June 8 - July 27

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $40

HIP HOP – AGES 8 & UP

Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and energetic
routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for kids to stay in
shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes and tennis shoes.
Students will have a small performance at the end of the session.
Thursday
July 7 - July 28
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

Saturday
May 21
10:00 a.m. - Noon
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

Saturday
June 25
10:00 a.m. - Noon
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

Minecraft
Friday
July 16
10:00 a.m. - Noon
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

BALLET TECHNIQUE – AGES 8 & UP

Learn the basics in ballet technique to help put great emphasis on the
method and execution of movement. The techniques found in classical
ballet are a framework for many other styles of dance.
Wednesday
July 6 – July 27
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Fasbender Center
Class fee: 30

TENNIS – AGES 7-14

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends
with a fun tournament! Instructor: Toni Bacino

GIRLS NIGHT OUT – AGES 6 & UP
Join us for a fun girls night out with
painting and manicures! This workshop
includes snacks, completed Shopkins
painting and afterwards picks out your
favorite nail polish color to get a fun
manicure. All supplies included!

Friday
August 5
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Class fee: $20

Performing Arts
BROADWAY KIDS - AGES 6-8

Calling all little actors, singers and dancers! This class will help improve your self-confidence, memory, public speaking,
discipline, social skills and more. Class will culminate with a show at Fassbender at the end of the program
Monday
June 20 - August 1
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35

MUSICAL THEATRE – AGES 8 & UP

Whether you are interested in acting, singing and/or dancing
this program is for you! This class will help improve your selfconfidence, memory, public speaking, discipline, social skills
and more. Class will culminate with a show at the end of the
program. Show will be on August 5th.Instructor: Debbie Reese.
Tuesday and Thursday
June 21 - August 4
Fassbender Center

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Class fee: $50

THEATRE CAMP - AGES 9-15

Join us for a two-week theatre camp. This camp will focus on
all aspects that go into preparing for a performance including
acting, singing, dancing, set design and more. The camp will
end with a performance for family and friends on the last day.
Grants available for low income families. Contact Community
Development for an application 468.7588.
Monday-Friday
June 6- June 17
July 11 - July 22
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Camp fee: $125 per session
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Parent & Child
CERAMICS – AGES 7&UP

NO BAKE SAND CAKE - AGES 6&UP

Join us for a day of ceramics! Each of you get to choose your piece off of the shelf
to paint. All supplies needed to complete your ceramic projects are included.
Instructor: Lisa Childs.
Monday
June 20, July 25
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $10 per family member

Ad u l t
Ceramics is back and better than ever. Sign up for the class of your
choice. Beginner and Intermediates work on bisque and advanced work
on greenware. (Kenner Klay Studios - 468-7593).
Beginner/Intermediate
Advanced
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/month

ART WITH ACRYLICS

Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught
the basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given at
the first day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.
Monday
May 9 - June 27
July 11 - August 29
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

PAINT FOR FUN

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student
with a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list on the
first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Wednesday
May 11 - June 29
July 6 - August 24

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Session fee: $40

ART CLUB

This is an introductory class to the world of art and painting. Each week
you will explore different kinds of mediums including acrylics, oils,
watercolor and pen & ink. You will complete a project in each medium.
Instructor: Brenda Gruber
Tuesday
June 7 - June 28
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center

Wednesday
June 8 - June 29
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Session fee: $30

WATERCOLOR

Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing
is not necessary. Supply list will be given on first day of class. Instructor:
Brenda Gruber.
Thursday
May 12 - June 30
July 7 - August 25
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Saturday
June 11
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Recreation Mtg. Rm.
Fee: $15

DOG OBEDIENCE I

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS

Monday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $20/month

This cake is super fun to make and it looks awesome. Perfect for summer BBQ’s and pool
parties. All ingredients included for one adult and one child. Please bring your own pan,
platter or dish and a mixing bowl and spoon. Instructor: Toni Bacino.

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

This is a beginner obedience class for dogs or puppies at least 6 months
old. Your dog will learn basic commands and how to behave while on a
leash. Dogs must be up to date on rabies, DHP, and parvo vaccinations.
Bring vaccination records to the first class. Dogs do not attend the 1st
class. Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
May 14 – June 18
July 9 – August 13
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

CERAMIC PAINT NIGHT

Come out for a fun night painting ceramics. No drawing experience need
because we apply the pattern for you. All supplies included! Instructor:
Lisa Childs
Thursdays
6: 00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $20

Snowball Plate - May 19

Butch Duhe Gym
Class fee: $35

Crawfish Plate - June 9

DOG OBEDIENCE II

This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a basic start
on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will learn the skills required
to pass the 10 parts of the Canine Good Citizen evaluation. Dogs must
be up-to-date on rabies, DHP and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination
records to first class. Training with dogs starts first class. Dogs come to
first class. Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
May 14 – June 18
July 9 – August 13
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m

Crab Platter - July 14
Butch Duhe Gym
Class fee: $35

COMPUTER FOR BEGINNERS

Feeling uneasy by all of the talk you hear about computers? If so, this
class is for you! Computer Classes starts at the beginning, and covers
the basics, including: parts of a computer, how to open and close
programs, How to use a mouse. This class will also cover internet and
email for beginners as well. Instructor: Inez Shaw.\
Tuesday
May 10 - June 14
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee $40

COMPUTER FOR INTERMEDIATES

This will help you get started in some of the Microsoft Applications.
You will learn the basics in each application. This class will also cover
trouble-shooting, file storage and organization. Instructor: Inez Shaw.
Tuesday
July 12 - Aug. 16
Recreation Meeting Room
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Class fee: $40

MINI FAIRY GARDEN

Put together this whimsical garden built for a fairy. We will use gardening
materials with fun fairy items to complete this project for your garden or
patio area. All supplies included
Saturday
May 7
Heritage Park
Workshop fee: $15
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Leisure Services
Registration MUST Be Completed Online

at https://Kenner.recdesk.com

BEGINNING APRIL 1ST
Payments can also
be made at the Recreation Office at
1905 24th St. from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Leisure Services – 468-7268
or 468-7284
Ceramics – 468-7593

TENNIS LESSONS

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consists of 8 lessons and
ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis.
Tuesdays
June 7 - July 26
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Beg.)
8:00 p.m. - 9:00p.m. (Adv. Beg.)

TENNIS LEAGUES

Alabama Courts
Class fee: $40

Men and women’s leagues are available and are not for beginners.
Awards will be given at the end of the league. Registration remains open
until leagues are filled. League play will begin in June. Call 468-7268 for
information.
League fee: $40

FITNESS POP

MON

Our fitness classes are now all inclusive!
All of our fitness classes are available to you for one
low monthly fee. All of our basic classes will be offered
every month along with some specialty classes.

9:00 AM (Fass)
Body Sculpt

Monthly fee: $15.00

6:00 PM (AG)
Zumba

“SUMMER SPECIAL”

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

9:00 AM (Fass)
Body Sculpt

9:00 AM (Fass)
Body Sculpt

9:00 AM (Fass)
Body Sculpt

5:15-5:30 pm (HH) 6:00-6:30 pm (HH) 5:15-5:30 pm (HH)
Fitness Walk Warm-up Bone Workout** Fitness Walk Warm-up
5:30 PM (HH)
PM Circuit

6:30 PM (HH)
Yoga Flow**

5:30 PM (HH)
PM Circuit

6:30 PM (HH)
Sundown Yoga

7:00 PM (AG)
Zumba

6:30 PM (HH)
Sundown Yoga

8:15 PM (AG)
Tight N Tone

8:00 PM (AG)
Zumba

6:00 PM (AG)
Zumba Step
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One Day
Workshops
PAINT PARTY

Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting!
This is a unique experience to see how talented you
can be. Each person will leave with a completed painting
at the end of the night. All supplies included.

Dance &
Gymnastics
Registration
August 8th
Leisure Service Office
468-7268 • 468-7284
DANCE STUDIO
471-2158
Check out the Adult leagues
KPRD has to offer:
Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

MIXED LEAGUES IN:
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball
Call after 2:00 p.m. at
468-7211 for more information.

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Workshop fee: $20
June 23 - “Pelican”
July 12 - “Musical”
August 17- “Cajun Trinity
on Slate”

GARDEN FLAG

This workshop you will create a fun, unique
summer garden flag using burlap. Painting will
be done using stencils and paint. All supplies
included!
Tuesday
May 10
Workshop fee: $15

Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m

WREATH MAKING

This is perfect for summer. We will be using wreath making techniques to
make this unique door hanger. All supplies included.
Wednesday
May 4 (Snowball)
June 15 (Red, White & Blue)
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Workshop fee: $30

BEACH BALL DOOR HANGER

Make this unique piece using unfinished wood and create it into a fun
summer beach look. All supplies included!
Tuesday
July 19
Workshop fee: $20
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Centralized Registration
ALL SOCCER REGISTRATION IS HELD AT HIGHWAY PARK
Beginning August 8th participants must register at https://Kenner.recdesk.com
Your online account must be complete in order for your child to participate
in any Recreation sports or programs. If you are a first time participant or you have
an expired ID in any sports program, you will then be sent to the
Kenner Parks & Recreation Office at 1905 24th St. for processing.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 468-7211

2016 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR
Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving Day
Veterans Day (observed)
Christmas Day (observed)
New Year’s Eve (observed)
New Year’s Day (observed)

Mon., May 30
Mon., July 4
Mon., Sept. 4
Thurs., Nov. 24
Fri., Nov. 25
Mon., Dec. 26
Fri., Dec. 30
Mon., Jan 2

NO PROGRAMS OR CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAYS LISTED ABOVE. CLASSES OR PROGRAMS THAT OCCUR ON A
HOLIDAY WILL NOT BE RESCHEDULED.

Children Programs

Call for registration info on Baseball, Softball & T-Ball

Soccer registration begins April 4, 2016.
Football, Cheerleading, Volleyball &
Bounceball begins August 8, 2016
Call 468-7211 for more information
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Quit smoking now: Your body with thank you for it!
Victoria Smith, M.D.
The evidence
that tobacco is the
cause of a long list
of nasty diseases is
undeniable.
We’re
talking not only heart
disease, stroke and chronic lung disease but also
bladder, lung and pancreatic cancer. It is estimated
that 400,000 Americans die each year from tobaccorelated illnesses. After you stop smoking, over time
you will greatly lower your risk of death from several
types of diseases.
For those who make the great decision to quit
smoking, the health benefits on your body is almost

immediate. According to U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Office on Tobacco and Health,
the following statistics show how immediate those
benefits can be:
Within 20 minutes your heart rate and blood
pressure drop.
Within 12 hours, the carbon monoxide level in
your bloodstream drops to normal.
Within three months, your circulation and
lung function improves.
After nine months, you will cough less and
breathe easier.
After one year, your risk of coronary heart disease is cut in half.

After five years, your risk of cancer of the
mouth, throat, esophagus and bladder are cut in
half.
After 10 years, you are half as likely to die from
lung cancer and your risk of larynx or pancreatic
cancer decreases.
After 15 years, your risk of coronary heart disease is the same as a non-smokers risk.
In light of these statistics and all that we know
about the dangers of tobacco, there is no good reason
for anyone to continue smoking. So, if you’re ready
to quit smoking, smoking cessation programs can
help.
Your best place to begin is always with your

primary care physician. He or she can guide you to
the most effective programs for your individual needs.
Your physician can also help determine your current
health status and make recommendations on other
ways to improve your health.

contact your dentist.
Toothache: Rinse your mouth with warm
water to clean it out. Gently use dental floss or
an interdental cleaner to ensure that there is no
food or other debris caught between the teeth.
Never put aspirin or any other painkiller against
the gums near the aching tooth because it may
burn the gum tissue. If the pain persists, contact
your dentist.
This column was based on information obtained from the American Dental Association’s
website at www.ada.org.

Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist
who has practiced for over 14 years, is the past
president of the New Orleans Dental Association
and holds memberships in the LDA, ADA and
AAID and is a fellow of the International College
of Oral Implantologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg practices at the Exceptional Dental office located at
1305 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and also
has offices on the Westbank, Port Sulphur and
opening January 2016 in Mid City New Orleans.
Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 469-6333. Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

Dr. Victoria Smith, a board certified family medical physician, is a graduate of Harvard
Medical School and completed a family medicine
program at LSU Health Sciences Center - New
Orleans. Dr. Smith serves as section head for primary are in the Kenner region. To book an appointment with a primary care physician at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner, call 443-9500.

Dental emergencies and injuries
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.
There are a
number of simple
precautions you can
take to avoid accident and injury to
your teeth. One way
to reduce the chances of damage to your teeth,
lips, cheek and tongue is to wear a mouth guard
when participating in sports or recreational activities that may pose a risk. Avoid chewing ice,
popcorn kernels and hard candy, all of which can
crack a tooth. Cut tape using scissors rather than
your teeth.
Accidents do happen and knowing what to
do when one occurs can mean the difference between saving and losing a tooth.
Tips for dealing with dental emergencies
Bitten lip or tongue: Clean the area gently
with a cloth and apply cold compresses to reduce
any swelling. If the bleeding doesn’t stop, go to a
hospital emergency room immediately.
Broken tooth: Rinse your mouth with warm
water to clean the area. Use cold compresses on

the area to keep any swelling down. Call your dentist immediately.
Cracked tooth: Depending on the size and
location of the crack, treatment may vary from
bonding to root canal treatment. A severely
cracked tooth may need extraction. Your dentist
will determine the best treatment for you.
Jaw possibly broken: Apply cold compresses to control swelling. Go to your dentist or a hospital emergency department immediately.
Knocked-out tooth: If the tooth is dirty, hold
the tooth’s crown and rinse the tooth’s root with
water. Do not scrub it or remove any attached tissue fragments. If possible, gently insert and hold
the tooth in its socket. If that isn’t possible, put
the tooth in a cup of milk and get to the dentist as
quickly as possible. Remember to take the tooth
with you!
Objects caught between teeth: Try to gently
remove the object with dental floss avoid cutting
the gums. Never use a sharp instrument to remove any object that is stuck between your teeth.
If you can’t dislodge the object using dental floss,

Stem cells and PRP for the
treatment of knee arthritis?
By Russell R. Russo, M.D.
First of all, what
is knee arthritis? Osteoarthritis of the
knee is a painful and activity limiting condition
caused by thinning of the articular cartilage. The
knee will often show progressive signs of swelling,
pain and stiffness. Symptoms can be mild and
sporadic to severe and consistent.
Standard treatment begins with limiting activities that exacerbate the pain while initiating
a low-impact, aerobic exercise program such as
aquatic therapy or cycling. Staying at a healthy
weight can reduce the effects of knee arthritis as
well.
Medically, symptoms can be managed with
over-the-counter anti-inflammatories, and as
symptoms progress certain prescription medications may be offered for those who cannot tolerate anti-inflammatories due to stomach pain or
kidney problems Often these drugs can be compounded into creams to avoid kidney and gastro-

intestinal complications.
When those measures do not provide adequate relief, the next step is injections into the
knee joint. A standard injection of a steroid and
lidocaine can provide relief and can be done in
the office. The duration of the relief depends on
the patient’s progression of arthritis. Viscosupplementation, or so-called gel injections, is another
option. It can be administered in a series of three
or five shots and occasionally in a one shot formulation. Although some studies demonstrate differing results on the effectiveness of these injections,
many patients obtain short to long term relief
with this technique.
Another option is Platelet-rich Plasma
(PRP) injections. Recent studies show the effectiveness of PRP for moderate knee osteoarthritis.
The technique involves taking a vial of one’s own
blood and spinning the blood in a centrifuge located in your physician’s office. The layer of blood
page 22

Kenner School Spotlight:
Audubon Elementary
John James Elementary School provides every student with
challenging, appropriate instruction that promotes life-long learning
and creates productive citizens. Well known for being an excellent
school, Audubon Elementary is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools. It’s a family friendly campus
where every minute is valued for student success.
Students learn that reading is a life skill that is absolutely essential
to success. Reading is taught across subjects and promoted
through special events like book fairs and guest readers.
Dawnbusters Kiwanis Club visited this school year to read to
students and donate bikes. Students also received a special holiday visit from KPMG.
Employees from this audit and tax advisory firm visited the school to give students books
and take them through a few book-related activities.
All stakeholders (parents, teachers, administrators,
staff members, community members, and business
partners) work together to offer enriching opportunities
for the students of Audubon Elementary. Audubon’s
programs are children centered and meet their needs
to the highest level. I can – It’s an attitude at Audubon.
The principal of John James Audubon Elementary is
Wendy Savelle. Keisha Rogers is the assistant
principal. Audubon Elementary is represented on the
Jefferson Parish School Board by Sandy DenapolisBosarge. The current Teacher of the Year is Deborah Harris and the Student of the Year
is Anthony Rabito. For more information on Audubon Elementary, visit Audubon.jpschools.
org or follow the school on Facebook and Twitter (@audubonelem).
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.
Spotlight Education Ad_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 10:15 PM
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Garage door safety
By Dan Dormady
Your
garage
door is probably the
largest moving part
in your home and
it is probably used
every day. Too often
people rely on the fact that if the door operates,
everything must be fine. Whether the garage door
operator was installed by a professional or by you,
the homeowner, periodic inspection and preventive maintenance is required to ensure continued,
safe operation.
First, if your garage door operator is was installed before January 1, 1993, we recommend that
you get it replaced. In order to prevent deaths to
children that become trapped underneath the garage doors with automatic openers, the U.S. Con-

Home

sumer Safety Commission required all new garage
door operators to have a second safety reversing
feature, which is either electric “eyes” that will
“see” an object obstructing the path of the door or
a continuous contact control button requiring a
person to hold in the control button continuously
until the door is completely closed. From 1982 to
1993, garage door operators only had an internal
reversing feature, and prior to 1982, no reversing
feature. The older garage door openers that do not
have these safety features cannot be retrofitted to
install the electric eyes.
The electric eyes must be installed no higher
than six inches above the garage floor. If they are
installed higher, a small child or pet could get under the beam and not be detected. In addition, the
wall-mounted push button for the garage door operator should be mounted at least five feet above
the floor, out of the reach of children. Running un-

der the garage door can be a deadly game. Teach
your children never to play with opening and closing the garage door.
You need to give your garage door and operator the once-over each month. Check and make
sure the rollers are on the tracks. Check the door
to make sure it is closing tightly and evenly. Check
for damage to the rails and rollers. Check to see
that the door manually opens and closes easily.
Test the automatic reverse features. Check for any
loose hardware. Listen for unusual noises. Check
the door for any impact damage to the panels and
misalignment of the door.
The rollers, bearings and hinges should be lubricated with a silicone lubricant or light oil, made
specifically for garage doors, at least once per year.
Do not use WD-40 for this. Check the rollers for excessive wear, which would necessitate replacement.
The emergency manual release is probably
the most important safety feature of the garage
door operator. This is a rope with a red handle

that when pulled will disconnect the door from
the operator. It is needed in case of a power
failure to open the door or if someone does become trapped under the door. Check and make
sure the rope and handle are in good condition.
Check and make sure you can easily disconnect
and reconnect the door and the operator.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional
engineer and licensed home inspector and the
president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached at
456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565,
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. CriteriumDormady Engineers’ website is www.criteriumdormady.com.

Real Estate

Advertise in the

11 ways to sell your home in the
least amount of time
By Linda R. Martin

468-9125

New at Georgy’s
Stop in for your FREE
New Glo
SPF 30 sample
Georgys_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 10:18 PM
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Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR®

Danielle Korndorffer_0316.indd 1

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

2/27/16 9:49 AM

Whether downgrading, upgrading or
relocating, homeowners sell their homes
eventually. And of course you, the seller, are ecstatic
because that home investment you made years ago is
finally going to pay off. If you price it at a fair market
value and know how to properly sell it, then of course
it will! You may need to do some much-needed repairs,
then brave the competitive market and finally the
scrutinizing eyes of buyers. Here are eleven ways to
increase your return.
Repairs required
When touring your home, buyers are looking for
two things – all of the attractive qualities and all of
the future headaches. Those nuisances can be eliminated with some attention to the roof, foundation and
important appliances. With video tutorials anyone can
become a repair person.
All about aesthetics
First impressions are crucial and paint is what
people see first. Give your home that extra edge by repainting in a neutral color.
The devil is in the details
Search your home for broken lights, cracked fixtures and other blemishes that might turn off potential
buyers, as they call into question other larger matters.
The great outdoors
It’s called “curb appeal” for a reason, because
that’s where people make first impressions. Scan your
home from the outside for any eyesores. Do some light
landscaping, replace cloudy lights and wash your windows to create a more inviting atmosphere.
Lucrative listing
A fact of real estate – the more people who see
your property, the more opportunities for a sale. Today
over 92 percent of people start their search on the web,
so be sure to maximize your exposure by having your
property posting on a real estate listing website. Try to
find a Realtor that offers a local, reliable listing service
that syndicates your listing to hundreds of websites
and uses a mobile app.

Realtor results
No one knows your home like you do and no one
knows how to sell your home like a Realtor.
Switch roles
Tour your Realtor through your home as if he
were the buyer and you were the Realtor. That way you
can communicate all of the personality and appeal of
the home you know so well.
Declutter
Potential buyers want to see themselves living
in your home, not you living there. That means minimizing your footprint on your house by removing your
family pictures, mementos, books and decor. Then the
buyer can imagine their own style and decor.
Carpet cleaning
Nothing turns off a buyer like a frightening
glimpse into their future of dirty, stained carpets. Provide an appealing picture of clean, delightful carpets by
washing and vacuuming the dirt away.
Picture perfect
A picture is worth a thousand words, so make
sure those words aren’t posted online in a negative
fashion. Guarantee that your house appears as appealing as possible by using a professional photographer.
Treat them with treats
Have bottled water for your guests, fresh flowers
to create a delightful aroma and have lights on and curtains open so that your house will be remembered.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the
company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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“A” breakfasts prove continued
progress across JPPSS
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent
The over 1,600
hands I shook recently is further proof of our continued progress in making Jefferson Parish Public
Schools the first choice for all stakeholders. That’s
the number of young people we honored during
our Superintendent’s “A” Breakfast of Champions.
This annual event recognizes students in grades six
through 12 who earned straight As during the first
semester. So many young scholars earned this honor
that we had to hold six ceremonies spread out over
two weeks. Just imagine if we would have also invited
students in elementary school grades.
Presenting each student with a medal and getting to meet some of their families after the event was
truly an honor. It’s my favorite part of the job. I also
enjoyed seeing just how many JPPSS schools produce
straight “A” students. It wasn’t limited to one side of
the river or certain parts of town. All of Jefferson Parish was well represented.
Thank you to the countless number of students

who are making an investment in themselves and
Jefferson Parish by putting their education first.
Thank you to our teachers, administrators and staff
members who make a difference in the lives of these
young people every day. Thank you to our parents for
choosing JPPSS. Everything we do comes with our
students’ needs first. It’s our goal to provide a world
class education to every student, in every classroom,
in every school.

EXPIRES 4/30/16

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

H OPEN SATURDAYS! H 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. H

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During his 30 year career with the district, Joseph
served as an educator, dean of student services,
principal, assistant superintendent of human resources and executive director of grants and federal
programs.

Community
Chateau Estates Civic Organization elects
new officers

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. SATURDAYS
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Scottys_0416.indd 1
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Classic
Meets Jazz:

An Evening with Ronnie Kole & Henry Lee
Friday, April 29 at 7:00pm

The 2016 Chateau Estates Civic Organization Board Members
Pictured from left to right are Bodin Hugger, Michael Murphy, Bud Logan, Michael Zsembik, Julius
Neumeyer, Emile Tujague, Saundra Katz, Steve Gardner, Dale Logan, Beverly Melancon and Pete Lang.
The Chateau Estates Civic Organization’s membership recently voted in new officers for their 2016
CECO board of directors.
Bud Logan was elected president of CECO and
Mike Murphy was elected vice president. Mike Zsembik is the outgoing president.
“Beverly Melancon will succeed Rita Bezou
as secretary. Rita has served as secretary for many
years as well as our president for two years,” said Logan. “Julius Neumeyer, treasurer for many years in

the past, will succeed Bodin Hugger.”
CECO’s next general meeting is Wednesday,
July 20, 2016 at the Pavilion in Kenner City Park
located at the corner of Vintage and Loyola drives at
7:00 p.m.
Visit CECO’s website at www.chateau-estates.
org for more information about the club, the organization’s events and a membership application form.
The club holds meetings three times a year.

Jefferson

Parish

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.

Join us for a very special evening
with two musical legends.
7:00-7:45 Cocktail & Canapes
8:00 Dinner Service

Menu

Shrimp Mirliton Bisque,
followed by Filet Mignon
w/Crispy Oysters
& Creamy Brie
& finished with a Boston Cream Cheese Cake

$55++ per guest for dinner & show. Cash bar.
RSVP Required. Limited Seating.
Reserved Seating based on caller order.
24 Hr Cancelation Policy. 504.467.1351

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
Chateau Kole_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 10:23 PM
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Sprains versus strains
By Craig Goodwin
Sprains
and
strains are two medical terms that we confuse one for the other.
A sprain is associated with a ligament in the body which connects
one bone to another. Sprains occur when an outside
force is placed on a joint and stretches the ligament.
Sprains are categorized as a grade I, grade II or grade
III tear of the ligament.
A grade I ligament tear is a small disruption of
the ligament fibers with usually less than one-third of
the fibers are injured. A grade II sprain is a greater
disruption of the ligament where up to two-thirds of

the fibers are injured and a grade III sprain usually
refers to a complete disruption of the ligament fibers
with a complete tear occurring. Some of the most
recognizable ligament injuries occur in the ankle,
commonly seen in basketball, in the knee, commonly
seen in football, and in the elbow, commonly seen in
throwing sports such as baseball. Treatment for all
three grades of ligament injuries is rest, ice, compression and elevation, usually referred to as R.I.C.E. The
severity of the ligament tear will also determine the
rest time needed to heel and return to normal activity.
A strain is associated with a muscle tear and the
degree of injury is also graded as I, II and III. Muscle
strains disrupt not only the muscle fibers, but can

disrupt the vascular and neural supply to the muscle
as well. Muscle strains can cause a pooling of blood
in the injured tissue and if not treated properly, calcification within the muscle can occur which significantly limits the muscles ability to contract and function properly. Treatment for muscle strains also need
rest, ice, compression and elevation to help reduce
swelling and begin the healing process. Some of the
recognizable strain injuries occur in the hamstring,
usually seen with running sports, back strains which
are seen in lifting injuries on the job site, and neck
strains that can occur with motor vehicle accidents.
When a sprain or strain occurs, make sure you
seek the proper medical attention to diagnose the se-

verity of the injury and guide you in the proper care
needed for a full recovery to a normal and healthy
lifestyle.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Automotive
Spring showers bring driving safety hazards
By Scott Zimmerman
Typically, during the rainy months
of spring, worn out
tires and windshield
wiper blades are the
types of neglected vehicle maintenance that put
drivers and passengers at serious risk and in unsafe conditions.

Established

1986

When rain water builds up on roadways, thin
vehicle tire treads create very unsafe hazardous
driving conditions. Deep tire tread accommodates
accumulated water whereas thin tread does not.
Thin tire tread causes the tire to hydroplane, riding up on a film of water causing loss of contact
with the pavement, which is similar to driving on
ice and causes loss of control of a vehicle.
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INCOME TAX SPECIAL

$749.88
Original
Factory Color

6 Coats Acrylic Enamel with Gloss
Hardener. All Cars Sanded &
Taped.1/2 Down in Cash. Balance in
Cash upon Completion. Quality Work.

FREE ESTIMATES.

468-2104 • 811 Daniel • Corner of 9th • Kenner
Swiftys_0416.indd 1

3/25/16 10:34 PM

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

s
n
a
’
r
r
a
P
YS
O
B
Oe

r

P

of K enn

Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd 1

placing worn wiper blades is easy and inexpensive,
so why put it off until there’s a downpour and your
blades are chattering and smearing the windshield? Don’t wait until it is raining to find out you
can’t see through your windshield.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on
Saturdays. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Base Coat & Clear

$549.88 Select Colors

~ Over 10,000 Colors ~

In checking your vehicle’s tire tread depth,
the simplest way is to use a penny. Insert a penny
into the grooves of the tire tread and if you are able
to see all of Lincoln’s head, your vehicle’s tires are
in need of replacement as they will cause unsafe
driving conditions.
Obviously, driver visibility is affected by rainy
weather. Ninety percent of driving decisions depend on good vision so a clean windshield is imperative for safety. Streaking and smearing of windshields, which impair driving vision, are caused by
worn windshield wiper blades. Most people don’t
think to routinely check their windshield wiper
blades. However, on average, one out of every five
vehicles being driven have worn wiper blades. Re-

Dine In or
Take Out
Dormady
305-6422
from page 13

2321 West Esplanade
between
Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM
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Loyalty, appreciation, trust at root of Payton extension
By Ken Trahan
Loyalty, appreciation, trust.
The heart of
those principles resulted in the principal person involved in the greatest success of the New Orleans Saints remaining on
the job for a significant amount of time.
The news of Sean Payton receiving a contract
extension through 2020 resonates with some while
others reject the notion.
Along with Mike McCarthy of the Packers, Payton is the third longest tenured NFL coach. Both arrived on the job in 2006. Only Bill Belichick of the
Patriots (2000) and Marvin Lewis of the Bengals
(2003) have been on the job longer.
The NFL, as has been joked about many
times, could stand for “not for long,” not just for
players but for head coaches, who have a high
pay but high mortality rate.
Mike Tomlin has been on the job in Pittsburgh
since 2007, the same number of seasons as Payton
since Payton was suspended in 2012. John Harbaugh has been with the Ravens since 2008. Pete
Carroll of the Seahawks and Jason Garrett of the
Cowboys have been in place since 2010.
Of the group of eight mentioned, six have won
Super Bowl championships, with Lewis and Garrett
being the exceptions.
When you win the biggest prize, you earn an
unofficial mulligan. That is why going 7-9 in consecutive seasons can be rationalized as being sufficient
for a five-year contract extension that will carry him
through the 2020 season.
The reality of the situation is that Payton remains a good NFL coach. Whether he is among the
very best is certainly debatable. Belichick clearly
ranks at the top of that list. Carroll cannot be far behind. Gary Kubiak is the flavor of the moment, along
with Ron Rivera.
Mike Shanahan won a pair of Super Bowls
in Denver in the 1997 and 1998 seasons. He lasted
through the 2008 season before being dismissed after 14 seasons on the job. He was 7-9 and 8-8 in his
last two seasons with the Broncos. Clearly, he earned
mulligans, based on significant accomplishment.
Tom Coughlin won Super Bowls in the 2007
and 2011 seasons with the Giants and was forced
out following the 2015 season after 12 seasons, the
last three losing seasons. Clearly, he earned mulligans, based on significant accomplishment.
At some point, the reign of Payton will end in
New Orleans. With a new resolve and continuing to
completely rebuild his Super Bowl roster, Payton
is all in on returning to becoming a winner in New
Orleans. He becomes the winningest coach in franchise history with his next win, surpassing Jim Mora.
He is still quite young enough, at 52.
Last year’s draft has promise, though the

Louisiana
Poison
Control
Center

jury is still out on it. The addition of Delvin Breaux,
among others, is promising. In the fold already for
2016 are Coby Fleener, James Laurinaitis, Craig
Robertson and Nate Stupar, among others. The upcoming draft is pivotal.
The addition of Laurinaitis, a definite starter
and iron man, having started every game in his
seven year career, will result in promising secondyear player Stephone Anthony moving to strongside linebacker from his inside spot while the other
promising draft pick of 2015, Hau’oli Kikaha, will
likely play the Jack linebacker spot.
Some will take issue with the extension for
a coach and franchise that would appear to be on
the downside of huge success. Others are surprised,
amazed, even somewhat appalled by the price tag
of over $9 million per season Payton will reportedly
receive.
Payton has earned the total loyalty, appreciation and trust of the powers that be.
Tom and Gayle Benson are attached to Payton,
along with Mickey Loomis, in firm fashion. There
is a tremendous level of trust there. What happens
down the road with regard to Mr. Benson and ownership remains to be seen but Mrs. Benson is very
fond of Payton and Loomis.
There is a long-standing relationship between
the owners and the football brain trust. You can extend that to Drew Brees as well.
Brees is still playing at a high level and as long
as that is the case, there is a chance that the Saints
can return to the playoffs and relevancy in the
league, to get back into the discussion of championship contenders. That will clearly require more surgery on the roster. Brees completed 68.3 percent of
his passes in 2015 and threw only 11 interceptions,
his lowest total since 2009.
Only Brees, Zack Strief and Thomas Morstead
remain from the Super Bowl XLIV championship of
2010. Such is the nature of the “not for long” league.
Of course, Payton and many of his assistant coaches
from that season are still on hand. They have the
maps to the Promised Land. Can they return there
safely, triumphantly or will they hit a bump in the
road and get lost in the wilderness?
While Payton has the money in the bank in
the lucrative new contract, that is not a guarantee that he will fulfill the duration of the deal. If
he cannot get things turned around in the next
two seasons, the real possibility of a buyout, albeit, an expensive one, is real.
Such is the nature of the highly volatile job
he possesses and cherishes. It is a reality he is
unquestionably aware of. There is no guarantee
moving forward that the marriage of the Saints,
Sean Payton and Drew Brees will become an elite
triangle again, though that is clearly the hope
and intent of the deal.
The Benson family has displayed its complete
loyalty, appreciation and trust in Payton continu-

ously. They stuck by him through his one-year suspension and even made him the highest paid coach
in the league. Payton remains a brilliant offensive
mind with a brilliant quarterback who is a virtual
extension of himself.
Other than under Gregg Williams, Payton has
never found a consistent solution to fielding a consistent defense. From Gary Gibbs to Steve Spagnuolo to Rob Ryan and now Dennis Allen, the position
has been a revolving door. The Saints have certainly
made a commitment to improving the defense,
through many high draft picks and free agent signings. The hope is that the talented, calming influence of Allen will settle the issue for years to come.
The problem is that many have fallen well
short, including Jairus Byrd (to this point) and
Brandon Browner. Top three-round investments
Patrick Robinson, Stanley Jean-Baptiste, Akiem
Hicks, Martez Wilson, Johnny Patrick and Usama
Young did not pan out. Sedrick Ellis and Tracy Porter were not here for long periods of time. Dannell
Ellerbe shows promise but must remain healthy.
The Benson family also owns the New Orleans
Pelicans. Following a solid 45-37 season and playoff appearance, ownership opted to part ways with
head coach Monty Williams, kept Dell Demps as
general manager and brought back all of the core
players from the previous season. They kept the
band together and brought in a different conductor
in Alvin Gentry.
Injuries and a lack of performance doomed
the Pelicans this season. It is clear that Williams
was not the problem. Gentry deserves a mulligan,
based on the enormity of the injuries he has dealt

with. Otherwise, lots of change is on the horizon
for the local NBA team, and that may not just be
limited to the roster, where only Anthony Davis and
Jrue Holiday are foundation players.
With the Saints, the Benson family has taken
the opposite approach, to keep the same conductor
while radically reforming the roster. While conducting their business differently, the hope is for the
same result for both franchises.
Legend is that while Rome was burning, Nero
fiddled. The fire of losing burns bright in New Orleans with its two major league franchises. The latest moves are intended to douse that fire and create
a new level of excitement in a city that is becoming
a bit wary of both franchises while developing an
insatiable appetite for a return to glory of its beloved football team. That success rests squarely on
the shoulders of Payton and knowing him, he is perfectly comfortable with that as he hopes to reward
the loyalty, appreciation and trust of his bosses.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV
20. Trahan is the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All Access
SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on
Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as
well as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on Saturday
morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels
and Rick Gaille.
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JetBlue announces new flights to Fort Lauderdale from New Orleans
On March 9, 2016, New York-based carrier JetBlue announced that it will
begin daily non-stop flights to Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport
(FLL), in southeast Florida, from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport (MSY) beginning on September 29, 2016.
“We are absolutely thrilled to announce the next phase of our growth at Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport,” said Marty St. George, executive
vice president of commercial and planning at JetBlue. “JetBlue is the number
one airline in Fort Lauderdale not only because of our size, but also because we
deliver the very best experience to our customers with our award-winning service
and style. We served more than five million customers in Fort Lauderdale last year
and they have come to expect nothing but the best when they travel with JetBlue.
With things like assigned seating, unlimited free name-brand snacks and complimentary TVs and entertainment at every seat we have truly brought humanity
back to air travel in south Florida.”
This announcement marks JetBlue’s third non-stop destination from New
Orleans. Other destinations include New York (JFK) and Boston (BOS). Service
to FLL will be offered on JetBlue’s Airbus A320 aircraft departing MSY at 8:48 a.m.
and arriving in FLL at 11:33 a.m. (all times local). Tickets are currently available
for sale.

“We are so pleased that JetBlue is continuing to grow in New
Orleans,” said New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “We appreciate their commitment to our market and the positive economic
impact that this airline generates for our region.”
“Each increase in airline operations at our airport makes
travel easier and more affordable for our passengers,” said New
Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. “We are
grateful for JetBlue’s service in our community.”
“2016 is off to a great start at our airport with several new
air service announcements,” said New Orleans Councilman Jared

Brossett, chair of the Transportation and Aviation Committee.
“We sincerely welcome JetBlue’s new service to Fort Lauderdale.”
“JetBlue has provided our airport great access to northeastern U.S. with reliability and exceptional customer service,” said
Iftikhar Ahmad, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation. “With the addition of these 54,000 seats
every year, passengers can now have much better access to Caribbean destinations.”

Allegiant Air announces new non-stop flights to Tulsa from
New Orleans
On March 8, 2016, Allegiant Air announced new seasonal
non-stop flights to Tulsa, Oklahoma from New Orleans. Tickets are on sale now and flights will operate twice weekly
starting May 26, 2016, and will run through mid-October.
With this announcement, Allegiant begins its eighth nonstop
flight from New Orleans and brings the airport’s total number of non-stop destinations served to 54 cities.
The Las Vegas based-carrier began offering service from
New Orleans in February 2015 and has seen tremendous
growth over the past year. The low-cost carrier is known for
its ability to make leisure travel as inexpensive as possible
and for connecting smaller U.S. cities to popular domestic
vacation destinations. Having proven success, this new route
will continue that trend by bringing in an estimated 15,000
new visitors to New Orleans each year. Reduced introductory
rates and promotions are being offered, and tickets can be
purchased at www.allegiantair.com.
“The direct flight to Tulsa makes it easier for people

traveling to New Orleans,” said New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu. “It will enhance tourism and economic opportunities between our cities.”
“We are always looking to expand service to and from
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport,” said
New Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. “We
are delighted to see Allegiant launch this new flight to Tulsa.”
“As our city continues to grow, we are pleased to see our airlines do the same,” said New Orleans Councilman Jared Brossett,
chair of the Transportation and Aviation Committee. “Allegiant’s
service to New Orleans is a great win for our entire region.”
“We are very happy to see Allegiant continue to grow
in New Orleans,” said Iftikhar Ahmad, Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation. “With the
announcement of Tulsa, we now have 54 nonstop destinations,
eight of which are served by Allegiant and we are happy to see
their brand grow rapidly in Louisiana.
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Grant provides laptop computers for city’s emergency operations center
On March 2, 2016, Acting Kenner Mayor Michael G. Sigur announced that the city of Kenner,
through a federal grant program, has received 15
Dell laptop computers. Valued at approximately
$16,000, the equipment will be used in Kenner’s
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and can be
deployed to the field when needed.
Said Sigur, “This new equipment will permit
city administrators, directors and staff to better
monitor and organize Kenner’s response to emergency conditions and evacuations. These computers will allow our incident management team to

communicate more effectively, track personnel
and resources and maintain accurate records
needed for FEMA reimbursement.”
The EOC is utilized during hurricanes and
severe weather events, like the February 23,
2016, tornado outbreak. The EOC is also capable
of being activated on a moment’s notice to support Kenner’s Police, Fire and Public Works Departments to address any crisis, such as major
crashes, hazardous materials, maritime, school or
rail incidents. The EOC is also used to coordinate
municipal services during planned events, includ-

ing festivals and parades, as well as training for
first responders.
Doug Dodt, Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, is a member of the Jefferson
Parish Emergency Management Advisory Committee that works year-round to identify parish
and municipal homeland security and emergency
preparedness needs. The committee prioritizes
projects and researches grants to secure funding
for equipment and training. The Jefferson Parish
Department of Emergency Management coordinated with Kenner’s Office of Emergency Man-

agement to acquire the equipment.
Kenner’s application for the equipment was
approved by the Governor’s Office of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness. The U.S.
Department of Homeland Security sets priorities
and guidance for the State Homeland Security
Program that provided the funding.
For more information, visit Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness webpage at www.kenner.
la.us/pages/section_6_77.asp. Contact the Kenner Office of Emergency Management at 471-2100
or email OEM@kenner.la.us.

Hand held radios for emergency acquired for city by grant
Kenner Acting Mayor Michael G. Sigur announced on March 11, 2016, that the city of Kenner has acquired seven Motorola Apex 4000 handheld radios and two IMPRES multi-unit charging
stations. The equipment, acquired through a
federal grant program is valued at approximately
$13,000 and will serve as a radio cache, to be used
during emergencies or events requiring activation
of Kenner’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
“During an emergency or major event, reliable and interoperable communications is vital.
This equipment builds on the city’s already robust
communications capability. These additional

radios and charging stations allow us to expand
communications to additional field units if needed. Our municipal employees, fire and police personnel are able to communicate with each other
as well as with regional response partners” said
Sigur.
The radios utilize the 800 MHz Louisiana
Wireless Information Network (LWIN), providing
multiple talk groups that serve the needs of agencies supporting emergency response functions regionally and across Louisiana. LWIN is the largest
statewide radio system in the country. It provides
daily voice communications to more than 80,000

local, state, federal, and nongovernmental users, with over 70 percent at the local government
level. For more information on LWIN go to http://
gohsep.la.gov/ABOUT/UNIFIED-COMMANDGROUP/Interoperability-Subcommittee/LWIN.
Doug Dodt, Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, is a member of the Jefferson
Parish Emergency Management Advisory Committee. The committee works year round to identify parish and municipal homeland security and
emergency preparedness needs. The committee
prioritizes projects and researches grants to secure funding for equipment and training. The Jef-

ferson Parish Department of Emergency Management coordinated with Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management to acquire the equipment.
Kenner’s application for the equipment
was approved by the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
(GOHSEP). The U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) sets priorities and guidance for
the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP)
that provided the funding.”

Updated Kenner flood insurance rate maps on display April 19
Kenner residents are invited to view updated Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps
(FIRMs) from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that will be on display from
5:00 to 7:30 p.m. April 19, 2016, in the Kenner City
Council Chambers located at1801 Williams Boulevard.
Jefferson Parish floodplain officials, and
members of the Jefferson Parish Community
Rating System Group, will be on hand to help

residents locate their property on the map and
to answer any general questions about flood risk.
For most property owners in Kenner, the
news is very good, according to Kenner Code
Enforcement Director Stephen Petit, who is the
city’s certified floodplain manager. Petit said approximately 98 percent of Kenner’s properties are
likely to see a benefit with these maps and lower
insurance premiums and according to FEMA, the
anticipated date of the maps becoming final is

Have a
street
light out
in your neighborhood?
Click on Entergy’s new online portal
to submit streetlight problems.
This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.
https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA

May 2017.
The city of Kenner recommends that all residents buy flood insurance, even if their flood zone
does not require the purchase since flooding is
possible in any zone. Flood insurance through the
National Flood Insurance Program is required for
mortgage holders who live in AE flood zone locations.
Any Kenner residents with questions or concerns can contact Petit at 468-6606.

The preliminary digital Flood Insurance
Rate Maps also are available online at: http://
maps.riskmap6.com/LA/Jefferson.
Property
owners with specific questions regarding flood
zones and their property can go online and ask
for a flood zone determination at www.jeffparish.
net/index.aspx?page=3781.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
Century Title_0515.indd 1

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
4/26/15 6:13 PM
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Phone scams
By Rafael E. Saddy

Automatic

when you answer. Your curiosity over a missedcall alert results in you spending upwards of $30
to call back. The reason is despite a seemingly
American area code, the call is actually to an international phone number – often in the Caribbean – that charges a premium connection fee
and per-minute rate, which is extended through
long holds and frequent transfers.
You might also find charges crammed onto
your bill with such innocuous language as “special services,” “Internet advertising” or “minimum monthly usage fee.” Beware of any unfamiliar calls – one ring or otherwise – with area codes
268, 284, 473, 649, 664, 767, 809, 829, 849 or 876.
Many people receive text messages claiming
to be from their bank or credit card company stating there’s a problem with your account. You’re
instructed to click an included link, which leads
you to a look-alike, scammer-run website that
seeks your name, account number and online
log-in credentials. If there really was an account
problem, you might get an email, but it will include your name and a portion of your account
number. Or your bank or credit card company
may telephone you with a fraud alert, but it won’t
ask for any personal data.
Finally, keep in mind that smartphones
are prime targets for old-fashioned theft. Don’t
let yours reveal your secrets if it winds up in the
wrong hands. Always protect it with a strong PIN
number. And don’t use it to store credit card and
account log-in information or anything else potentially compromising.

If you feel that you have fallen victim of a
scam, you should contact the local authorities or
call the state attorney general’s office at 225-3266386. This office handles consumer complaints,
crime, health issues, charities and more and they
also offer bilingual assistance in Spanish.
Community Announcements
April 15 – Federal income tax returns are
due.
June 11 &12 – Save the date. Celebración
Hispana and Gala Music, 6th Kenner Hispanic
Summer Fest 2016 at Kenner Laketown (Williams
Boulevard at the lake) from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
on Saturday and 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Sunday.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access
to information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic
TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and
program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and
click on the Kenner TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “All that is real
is seen with the heart.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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Studies show
that nearly 70 percent of smartphone
texters say they
receive unwanted
spam messages. And people are three times more
likely to respond to spam received by cellphone
than a desktop or laptop computer. That’s particularly dangerous because more than a quarter
of spam text-messages for such things as free gift
cards, cheap medications and similar text-message come-ons are intended to criminally defraud
you as compared with only about 10 percent of
email spam being fraudulent. Spam texts often
lead you to shady websites that install malware
on your phone or otherwise seek to steal sensitive
details for identity theft.
Don’t click on links or follow instructions to
text “stop” or “no” to prevent future texts. This
only confirms to scammers that yours is a live,
active number for future spam. Use and regularly update anti-malware software designed for
smartphones. Ask your phone’s manufacturer or
service provider for recommendations. Most carriers allow you to forward suspicious texts to 7726
(SPAM on most keypads) to alert your carrier to
those numbers. After forwarding, delete the texts.
In the past there were the one-ring con calling scams whereby crooks leave voice messages
asking you to call back a specific number because
you have won a sweepstakes or have an undeliverable package. Now they simply program calls
to smartphones to ring only once or disconnect
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April is no joke at Treasure Chest

By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
As you know, the month of April $1,000 Cash!” It’s that simple.
begins with April Fools’ Day. And while it
On Saturday, April 23 from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. we are giving
can be fun to prank your friends, in April
away $1,000 cash to 50 lucky winners. Every hour 10 winners will be
at Treasure Chest big fun, big chances
selected to each win $1,000 cash. And, everyone gets one free entry and
and big prizes will be on the calendar. can earn additional entries for every 50 points earned April 1 through
And let me assure you that we mean business when it comes to reward- 23.
ing these prizes and offers.
Here’s one thing almost too good to be true. April’s “Progressive
First, we brought back the all-you-can-eat crawfish menu to the
Payday” prize has grown to $30,000 slot dollars! On Thursday, April 28
Monday dinner buffet, and yes, it really is only $19.99. And though it’s
at 9:00 p.m. 15 lucky guests will be drawn to win from $200 up to our
tough to believe, we have also added crawfish to the very popular all- “Progressive Payday” top prize of $30,000 slot dollars. Remember, if the
you-can-eat seafood dinner buffet on Wednesdays, Fridays and Satur- “Progressive Payday” prize is not won in April, it will roll over to May
days for only $29.99.
with another $10,000 slot dollars added. Plus, don’t forget that if the
On Saturday, April 9, 2016 you have a chance to win up to $1,000 “Progressive Prize” is not won in our May drawing, one lucky player is
guaranteed to win $50,000 slot dollars in June.
slot dollars in our “Pile it On” Kiosk Bonus. Just earn 250 slot points
and swipe your B Connected card at any kiosk from 10:00 a.m. until
I know it’s tough to believe how rewarding April is going to be at
11:00 p.m. to see how much you’ve won. Come see all the winnings for
your Treasure Chest Casino. But, we’ve been your neighborhood casino
for the past 21 years and counting. Awarding thousands and thousands
yourself as we pile it on all day.
of players over the years through jackpots, giveaways and offers. And,
We get really serious on April 23. The name says it all, “50 Win

Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more
information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject
to change.

Fri., April 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Seabrook

Sat., April 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Sun., April 17
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., April 24
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., April 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Off the Hook

Sun., April 10
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., April 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., April 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., April 3
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., April 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., April 21
Closed Private Party

Thurs., April 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats

Wed., April 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., April 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Thurs., April 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Fri., April 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Gina Brown and Anutha Level

Fri., April 8
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Pick 6

Sat., April 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Limited Edition Band

Sat., April 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry and the
Midnight Street Car

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1
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Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com
2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30 Fri 11-8:30 Sat 11-8

Important Emergency Contacts
468-7200

•

Family owned and operated since 1975

CITY OF KENNER
Kenner City Hall

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

885-0399
818-0007

Fri., April 29
8:00 p.m.-12:00 p.m.
Escalade Show & Dance Band
Sat., April 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
D Play Band

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

r

Fri., April 22
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Rick Mockin and
the Southern Voice

Mike Garms is the general manager of Treasure Chest Casino
which is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake
Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information, visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

SMALL JOBS

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino in April
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the
casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in
Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open
24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000.

to us, April is
another great
month of more
winners, guaranteed. As always, we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free
and rules and restrictions apply.

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd 1

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

1/24/16 9:34 AM

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Russo
from page 13

that contains the majority of platelets and growth
factors is extracted then introduced into the knee.
The whole office visit takes only 30 minutes and it
is as safe as any other injection to the knee.
A final injection option is Bone Marrow Aspirate Concentrate (BMAC). This technique is
sometimes called “stem-cell” therapy because the
bone marrow is removed and once again placed
in a centrifuge, where the layer containing a
higher concentration of mesenchymal stem cells
is extracted then introduced into the knee. This
technique is relatively new and studies have yet to

prove its effectiveness. BMAC is also used in other
areas of the body to aid in healing such as rotator
cuff repair and meniscal repair.
Another “stem cell” option is an injection of
amniotic stem cells made in a lab and packaged
into a small vial that can be administered into the
knee in the office setting as well. Stem cells can
be harvested from fat as well and then administered into the knee. Both these methods are new
technologies and have not been studied as much
as the options above, but nevertheless remain options when one has exhausted other options.
With all of these options in place, one can
maintain a healthy, active lifestyle with knee osteoarthritis for a significant amount of time. How-

Leon

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

from page 7

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1
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Nobody
does it
better
than us!
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
Stepbrothers_0416.indd 1

ever, when all of these options fail to provide relief,
there are several surgical options to definitively
decrease your pain.
Younger patients may benefit from an osteotomy to shift the weight bearing focus to a different part of the knee. Other patients with arthritis
mainly on the inner or outer aspect of the knee
may benefit from a partial knee replacement.
However, when a patient has significant bone on
bone knee osteoarthrosis that has failed the options above, a well done total knee replacement
can provide lasting relief.
Talk to an orthopedic surgeon today to make
sure you are doing everything you can for your
knee pain.

3/25/16 10:36 PM

Michael S. Yenni for his initial decision to hire me, and
then for his confidence in choosing me to succeed my
predecessor Natalie Newton, who is now working with
the new parish president.
Although I am quite familiar with the city departments and how government works in Kenner, I am very
lucky to be able to work alongside Chief Administrative
Office Mike Quigley. That will allow me to continue to
learn on the job from someone who has worked under

Russell R. Russo, M.D. is a fellowshiptrained sports medicine orthopedic surgeon.
Visit Dr. Russo’s professional website, www.drrussellrusso.com, for his weekly sports medicine
blog. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in
Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For additional
information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

both Yenni and former Mayor Ed Muniz.
My goal is to help the departments I oversee continue to offer excellent service to Kenner residents and
to help Kenner continue its growth as a jewel within
the metropolitan New Orleans area.
Maria Leon is Kenner’s Deputy Chief Administrative Officer. Leon’s office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Leon can be reached at
468-7966 or mleon@kenner.la.us.
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Lake Trail drainage
from page 1

and he wanted to be sure it was our top priority as
well.”
Kenner’s Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez
said the low bid for the work came from Global Industrial Construction. Gonzalez said the work will
begin in April or May and is expected to take a year.
Gonzalez said the low bid was $953,243.
The state funds will cover 75 percent of the
costs of the drainage improvements, said Gonzalez.
The balance of the funding will come from a Kenner’s capital budget match approved by the Kenner
City Council.
Lake Trail was one of the first streets developed
in north Kenner and it is lower than other streets
in the area. “I first became aware of the Lake Trail
problems in 2013 around when I first took office,”
said Representative Stokes. “Some of the residents

of the area say that there have been flooding problems there for over 20 years. I’m so glad we’re finally
able to address what is a chronic and serious need.”
Former Mayor Yenni said that in addition to
Senator Martiny, Representative Stokes and Councilman Reynaud, others for years worked on the
problem and laid the groundwork for the long-awaited drainage construction project. “Former Councilmembers Jeannie Black, Ben Zahn and Michelle
Branigan all took part in this long-term effort to
find a solution for a problem of long standing,” said
former Mayor Yenni. “All of these folks share in the
credit for the work that is about to begin.”
Gonzalez said the city is planning a groundbreaking ceremony and Councilman Reynaud is
planning an informational meeting in the neighborhood to answer any questions that residents may
have regarding the impending improvements.

Laketown
from page 1

Grass and his colleagues are planning a
50,000 square foot shopping center on five of the
7.5 acres in their tract in the Laketown corridor.
They are also reserving 2.5 acres for a hotel. “We
are very proud of our plans for the shopping center
which is going to be very much like the shopping
centers now being developed in Florida and Texas,”
said Grass. He said the Laketown Center will be
notable for its amenities, including water fountains and handsome landscaping.
The Unfolded Property Development Group
paid $3 million for the 7.5 acre tract near Lake
Pontchartrain at the northwest corner of Williams

23

Boulevard and Joe Yenni Drive, property long-time
owned by Loyola University. At the time that the
purchase of the tract was announced, then-Mayor
Michael S. Yenni said development of the site was
one of the keys to hopes that Kenner could become a regional retailing center. That’s what Grass
and his colleagues have in mind also.
“We expect this shopping center to attract
shoppers from throughout the region, including the Houma, Thibodaux and northshore
population centers,” said Grass. “We also believe the stores in the Laketown Center will
provide good jobs with benefits for many Kenner residents. We are in accord with the city’s
plans for revitalization and we plan to be a part
of Kenner’s future development and growth.”

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com

Zahn
from page 1

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC

Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Ben
Zahn sponsored an agreement with Kenner
Discovery Health Sciences Academy and
Jefferson Parish to provide up to $25,000
for a covered middle school pavilion.
The school is currently operating at the
location of the Jefferson Parish Public School
System’s former Joseph Maggiore Elementary
School, located at 2504 Maine Avenue in
Kenner.
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Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
LA License #28613

“The city of Kenner through a cooperative
endeavor agreement allowed us to add a 14
classroom building on the tennis courts adjacent
to our campus. Dr. Watson, our middle school
principal, saw the empty space between buildings
and commented that his middle schoolers could
sure use a covered pavilion there. The addition
of the pavilion added the perfect middle school
campus area to our school,” said Glaser, Kenner
Discovery Health Sciences Academy Head of
School and Chief Executive Officer. “We are so
grateful to Councilman Zahn for his generous
donation. The pavilion gives our middle school
students a place of their own. We recently held
a cultural awareness play under the pavilion as
well as weekly grade level meetings and award
ceremonies. Without Councilman Zahn’s support
we would have been unable to create this versatile
space for our middle school students.”
Kenner Discovery, an open admission school
of choice for students who have an interest in
math, sciences and the medical field, first opened
for the 2013-2014 school year, adding grades each
year, and started the current school year as an
“A” school. In the 2016-2017 school year, Kenner
Discovery is expanding to ninth grade and after
adding a high school grade each year will have its
first graduating senior class in 2020. After applying,
students are chosen through a lottery process.

REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI

We can save you money on monthly premiums!
Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &
Business
insurance

www.guffeyinsurance.net
Proudly
rePresenting

Guffey_1214.indd 1

Since 1987

3409 Williams Blvd.
11/28/14 9:23 PM
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FRIDAY, APRIL 1 & 15
6:30pm - 9:30pm
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BOIL

on the
lake

Enjoy crawfish & FREE live entertainment on the
front lawn of Treasure Chest Casino!

FRIDAY, APRIL 1: GROOVY 7
FRIDAY, APRIL 15: CATEGORY 6
Each platter is $10 for B Connected Members.
$
15 for Non-B Connected Members.
Beer and beverages will be available for
purchase. Portion of proceeds go to support
local charity groups Dawn Busters Kiwanis &
Relay for Life.
Event subject to change. See B Connected for details.
No outside food or drinks. Weather permitting.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23

50 WIN

7:00pm - 11:00pm

!
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WIN A SHARE OF
$
50,000 CASH!
10 winners will be selected every hour
to each win $1,000

CASH!

Must be 21 or older. B Connected members receive 1 free entry during
promotion. Earn entries April 1-23. 50 points = 1 entry. Check in at any
kiosk beginning at 6:00pm on promotion day. Restrictions apply.

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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