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Deutsches Haus Oktoberfest returns to 
Rivertown for fourth year

For three consecutive weekends in October, 
Kenner’s Rivertown will come alive with German 
food, music and beer as the Deutsches Haus hosts 
its annual Oktoberfest, a longstanding tradition 
from the organization dedicated to preserving 
German culture, language and heritage in the New 
Orleans area.

Each Friday and Saturday from October 9 
through October 24, 2015, visitors will enjoy live 
music performances, unique events and German 
food and beer. The first beer keg will be tapped at the 
festival’s 6:00 p.m. opening on Friday, October 9 by 
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni.

The Oktoberfest’s fourth annual dachshund 
dash will begin at 3:45 p.m. on Saturday, October 
24 and beer stein holding contests will be held 

throughout every day of the festival. An Oktoberfest 
5K Run/Walk will be held on Saturday, October 10 
with a start time of 5:00 p.m. Children’s activities are 
planned for each Saturday of the three weekends.

The Oktoberfest menu will feature a variety of 
traditional German entrees each weekend including 
German meatloaf, sauerbraten (German pot roast) 
with raisins, pork schnitzel with mushroom sauce 
(jager sauce), pork schnitzel with sliced lemon, pork 
schnitzel with brandy cream sauce, black beer glazed 
smoked pork chops and a three sausage combo plate. 
German sides available each day are German potato 
salad warm with bacon, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes 
and red cabbage. Grilled bratwurst, Weisswurst and 
knackwurst and other German favorites along with 

Pontchartrain Beach memorabilia to be 
auctioned

On September 17, 2015 the Kenner City 
Council indefinitely deferred a resolution that 
would have cleared the way for the sale of a group 
of five city-owned items that came from the long-
closed Pontchartrain Beach and have been stored 
by Kenner for more than 20 years. Pontchartrain 

Beach closed in 1983 and the items were 
acquired during former Mayor Aaron Broussard’s 
administration.

The city had received an offer for the five 
items from an individual and was prepared to sell 
the memorabilia for $1,000 if no other offers were 
received by October 8, 2015.

However, under state law, Kenner’s City 
Council must pass a resolution to sell any surplus 
movable property that is appraised at $5,000 or 
less. The resolution must include the reasons for 
the sale and set the minimum price and terms of 
the sale.

After the proposed sale of the five items 
was publicized, prior to the council meeting that 
would consider the resolution, the city received 

Kenner ranked safest 
large city in Louisiana

A second website analyzing the safest places to 
live in Louisiana has concluded Kenner is the safest 
of all cities in the state with at least 20,000 residents.

According to www.valuepenguin.com, Kenner 
is the safest large city in the state, followed by 
Ruston, Slidell, Houma and Bossier City in the top 
five. The website analyzed both violent and property 
crimes as reported to the FBI in 2013.

Earlier this summer, the website www.
OnlyinYourState.com concluded that Kenner 
ranked number 11 in the state based only on 
violent crime data. That analysis did not separate 
cities based on size. Kenner was easily the largest 
city of the top 11; in fact, the combined population 
of the other 10 cities on the list was nearly equal 
to that of Kenner’s approximately 67,000 residents.

“This is tremendous validation of the news 
we received earlier this summer about the safest 
cities in the state when it comes to violent crime,” 
said Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni. “It is no 
surprise that when you focus on only the largest 
cities – even when property crime also is included 

– no one in the state does a better job than our 
devoted Kenner police officers. I commend Chief 
Michael Glaser and the entire police force.”

Yenni also congratulated small and mid-
sized cities from the metropolitan area that made 
the Value Penguin rankings. Mandeville was the 
number one mid-size city with Gretna taking the 
number six spot. In the small city list, Harahan 
was number two, with Westwego at number six.

According to the Value Penguin website, 
because of the difficulty of comparing small and 
large cities “we separated the safest cities into  
three categories: towns with populations between 
5,000 and 10,000, midsize cities with populations 
between 10,000 and 20,000 and larger cities with 
populations greater than 20,000.”
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Parish officials win unopposed Jefferson Parish to get new 
parish president, other official 
seats on ballot

On September 10, 2015, after candidate qualifying for the 
October 24, 2015 election, four Jefferson Parish officials were 
elected unopposed. One councilmember was re-elected after his only 
challenger was disqualified and another had his only opponent drop 
out of the race.

Incumbent Thomas Capella (R) will remain as Jefferson Parish 
Assessor as he faced no opposition.

Jefferson Parish Coroner “Gerry” Cvitanovich (R) was re-
elected without being challenged.

Cynthia Lee-Sheng, outgoing Jefferson Parish District 5 
Councilmember, was unopposed when running for the position of  

Kenner voters will be voting for a new parish president on 
Saturday, October 24, 2015, along with seeing three other races on 
the ballot.

Outgoing Jefferson Parish President John Young (R) is 
running for the position of Louisiana Lieutenant Governor and five 
candidates are running to take over his seat to lead the parish. On 
the ballot are Robin Daldegan Christiana (R), Vincent Joseph De 

All four state legislators from Kenner win unopposed...page 15
State races on ballot for Kenner voters...page 15
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City’s proposed 
unified development 
code completed, 
available online

Following a recent round of citizen participation 
meetings, a draft of Kenner’s Unified Development 
Code (UDC) has been completed and is available 
online for residents to review at www.kenner.la.us.

The UDC is a land use ordinance that combines 
the provisions of separate zoning and subdivision 
regulations. The UDC will replace the current 
comprehensive zoning ordinance which was last 
adopted 1978 and has been revised more than 130 
times over the years.

Kenner Planning Director Jay Hebert said 
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Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

467-5900
671 W. Esplanade

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

RUSSELL R.
RUSSO MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Orthopedic Center_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:08 PM

2201 Williams Blvd.
(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Low Gas Prices

2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

          

20 pack Longnecks
bottles

Miller Lite         Bud Lite
Bud                   Coors Lite

SUITCASE24 pack 12 oz cans

Miller Lite     Bud Lite
Bud              Coors Lite

  

NOW OPEN

ICE COLD 
BEER to go!

TheIceHouse

NOW OPEN

287-4492

Top Off
Your Tank

PROPANE
Sold By

The Gallon

IceHouse_1015.indd   1 9/26/15   4:27 PM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

CRAWFISH MONICA    

By foodieforone.com
This recipe comes courtesy of Joy’s son, a New Orleans  
Police Officer.

“Since he was a lad, he’s loved all things crawfish. Now that  
he’s grown, with a wife and three sons of his own, if he’s not  
at his hunting lodge or fishing, he’s preparing something  
gourmet in his kitchen,” said Joy.

Ingredients
1 stick butter, melted
5 garlic cloves
1/2 cup parsley
5 or 6 stalks shallots
1 pound crawfish tails
Pint of half and half
Salt, pepper, Cajun seasoning, hot sauce to taste

Directions
Sauté the garlic, parsley and shallots in melted butter until wilted. Add a pound of crawfish tails and sauté for 
two to three minutes. Add 1/2 pint half and half and if you’d like your pasta more creamy, add more half and 
half.

Sprinkle with Tony Chachere’s seasoning and 6 to 7 sprinkles of Tabasco to taste. Add salt and black or white 
pepper to taste. Allow to simmer low for 5 to 10 minutes.

Boil 12 ounces of bow tie pasta in salt water al dente, drain and add to pasta. Allow to simmer on the lowest 
fire.

Meanwhile, prepare garlic-infused butter by sautéing stick of butter with an abundance of minced garlic. 
Brush on fresh French bread and grill or place in a hot oven.

Plate and enjoy!

Recipe Corner

Recipe Corner_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:04 PM
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, October 17, 2015 

At Muss Bertolino Stadium 
620 West Esplanade Avenue 

 

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 

  

NO 
OUTSIDE 

FOOD! 

NO 
OUTSIDE 
DRINKS! 

NO 
PETS 

ALLOWED! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2015 

SHOWTIME AT 8PM 
 
 
 
 

 

 6PM – 8PM 

 

 
 
 

Bring a 
blanket  

or lawn chair  
for seating! 

 Wear your best costume to win a prize! 

 Halloween photos available for purchase $5 each! 

 Concessions for sale, no outside food/drink allowed! 

 

 
TRUNKERS NEEDED!  If you are a member of a church, school or other service 
organization and would like to sponsor a trunk, please contact Heidi Glorioso in 

the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department at 504-468-7211 or 
hglorioso@kenner.la.us 

 

Free Admission 

 

 

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical 
dragon flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic 
carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic 
drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s 
hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient 
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Presented by:

Big Birds  
Adventure

Fright Light
Saturday - 1 p.m. H Running time: 50 minutes  
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! 
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill 

audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections 
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

Due to Oktoberfest

Open Oct. 3 & 31

Closed Oct. 10, 

17 &, 24

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  H   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  H  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

MegadomeAd_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:20 PM

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

Open Saturday, October 31 only due to Oktoberfest - 8 am-1 pm 

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor  
or for more information call Nancy Ladner,  

Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market_1015.indd   1 9/23/15   9:57 PM

CityofKennerFP_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:22 PM
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“...Brazilian deli serving an impressive array of 

meat pies, some very novel sandwiches and a  

Saturday afternoon stew like no other.” — Gambit

Authentic 

BrAziliAn 
Cuisine 

made 
Fresh DAily 

with  
homemADe spiCes

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with  

spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada 
traditional black bean & pork stew made with  

salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage  
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice 

sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,  
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N  • 468-3533

M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

62 menu items under $10

Brazilian Burgers start at $5.75

Breakfast 
served

Daily 

Grilled Brazilian Cut Top sirloin steak

Daily specials 

$836

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd   1 1/26/14   11:57 AM

For all your banking needs 

Visit Our Williams Branch
HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL*

* Todas nuestras transacciónes son conducidas en Ingles y toda nuestra documentación,
incluyendo todas las revelaciónes (disclosures) son hechas en Inglés. Como resultado, 

sera necesario que el cliente pueda hablar, leer o entender Ingles, o que le  
acompañe una persona que le pueda traducir el  

Ingles a Español cuando nos visite!

800-223-2060  •  GulfBank.com

3410 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA 70065

MARCEL GONZALEZ
Vice President & Branch Manager
MarcelGonzalez@gulfbank.com

504 412-2091

DIEGO RIVERA
Relationship Banker

DiegoRivera@gulfbank.com
504 599-5730

GCB_KennerStaradEspanol7004.indd   1 9/4/15   12:10 PM
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Senator Vitter’s strategy for victory 
 By Jeff Crouere

It’s always nice 
to be able to write 
about good things 
happening in the city 
of Kenner.

Recently, I’ve 
been able to write about the good things being 
done by Mayor Michael S. Yenni and the Kenner 
City Council. When all is said and done, I think 
that Mayor Yenni will be remembered as one of 
the city’s best mayors and the city council of his 
terms also one of the best.

This month, I’d like to tell you about an out-
standing job recently done by a Kenner depart-
ment head. Jay Hebert has been an excellent 
director of planning for the city. His credentials 
are some of the best – he received a master’s de-
gree in urban and regional planning from UNO in 
1993 and is a member of the American Planning 
Association and the Urban Land Institute – and 
the city is benefitting greatly from his experience.

One of the problems Hebert inherited when 
he took the job in Kenner was addressing the 
city’s outdated and sub-standard comprehensive 

zoning ordinance. To put it bluntly, it was a total 
mess. Originally written in 1978, it has been re-
vised more than 130 times. There are parts of the 
ordinance that are contradictory and other parts 
that were so loosely written that it is difficult to 
know exactly what is intended. Imagine a Kenner 
resident, business owner or developer trying to 
determine on their own what zoning regulations 
apply to their property, whether or not they’re in 
compliance with those regulations and what pro-
cess or procedures apply to them.

Hebert decided what was needed was a 
complete overhaul and it was long overdue. He 
knew this would be a very time-consuming and 
very detailed job to take on. It was clear exper-
tise from an objective entity outside of govern-
ment could prove to be very useful to assist the 
planning department in this wide-ranging task. 
Hebert and his staff helped the city in receiv-
ing a grant through the State’s Comprehensive 
Resiliency Program. Those funds helped in 
retaining the faculty, staff and students in the 
planning division at the University of New Or-
leans, the brightest and the best, to help revise 

the comprehensive zoning ordinance.
The new UDC has been some time in the 

making. Hebert and his team started on this 
project over three years ago and proceeded in 
a very methodical manner. They worked on the 
new plan with complete transparency, most re-
cently including five town hall meetings to get 
citizen input. Says Hebert, “To produce a suc-
cessful document, it’s imperative that the citi-
zens be part of the planning process and their 
input be reflected in the document. We didn’t 
want the Unified Development Code – the new 
name for what used to be the comprehensive 
zoning ordinance –  to be written in bureau-
cratic boiler plate that could only be under-
stood by a few insiders. So, with a huge assist 
from UNO, we made a special effort to make 
the new UDC easily understood by the average 
citizen who doesn’t have a degree in planning.”

Why make such a big deal over the Unified 
Development Code? I agree that getting the UDC 
written and then approved by the Kenner Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission and the City Coun-
cil is less important than winning World War II. 

But I would maintain that having a comprehen-
sible development code is a quality of life issue. 
Part of having a modern, well-run city is having 
such things as a UDC, a good recreation depart-
ment, an outstanding public works department 
and a great responsive police department and 
fire department.

It was just five years ago that I and other 
reporters were wondering where the fate of 
Kenner would end up with the economic down-
turn along with many other problematic issues 
that cities such as Kenner were facing. Today, 
thanks to Mayor Yenni, the city council, his ad-
ministration, all of those who have served on 
the mayor’s economic development committee 
and folks like Mr. Hebert and his consultants 
from UNO, there are plenty of good things to 
write about in Kenner and there is a bright fu-
ture for this city.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

An excellent time in Kenner for improvements to city government
By Allan Katz

Political

From the very 
beginning of the 2015 
race for governor of 
Louisiana, the leader 
in the polls has been 

U.S. Senator David Vitter. The conservative Repub-
lican has a massive fund raising advantage over his 
opponents. Also, as a former state legislator and a 
member of Congress since 1999, Vitter enjoys a name 
recognition advantage as well. As the front runner, 
Senator Vitter is being very selective about partici-
pating in televised debates. He already missed the 
first public broadcasting debate and has indicated 
he will only participate in one prior to the primary 
election on October 24.

Senator Vitter is clearly the favorite to become 
the next governor of Louisiana, but his chances are 
even better if he faces Amite Democrat state Repre-
sentative John Bel Edwards in the November run-off. 
While Edwards is a moderate with an impressive 
military background and conservative views on is-
sues such as abortion and second amendment rights, 
he still faces the problem of being a Democrat in the 
Republican dominated state of Louisiana.

Historically, Louisiana was a staunchly Demo-
cratic state with Republicans having so few members 
that political observers joked they “could fit into a 
phone booth.” It really started to change in the 1980s 
when the Republican presidential candidate Ronald 
Reagan won landslides victories in Louisiana. Some 
legislators, like the powerful Uptown New Orleans 
state Representative John Hainkel, switched to the 
GOP. The gradual trend became a stampede after 
Barack Obama was elected president.

Just a few years ago, Democrats occupied sev-
eral statewide offices and a majority of legislative 
seats. Today, Louisiana is a bright red Republican-
controlled state with the GOP enjoying a significant 
majority in both houses of the state legislature and 

holding every statewide elected office. The only 
Democrat among the state’s congressional delega-
tion is U.S. Representative Cedric Richmond of New 
Orleans, who was overwhelmingly elected to serve 
the most liberal district in the state with a strong ma-
jority of African-American voters.

One of the problems for Louisiana Democrats is 
that the party is still saddled with President Barack 
Obama as their leader. He is quite liberal on a range 
of issues and is clearly out of step with the majority 
of Louisiana voters. Democrats fared much better 
during the years Bill Clinton was president. While 
Clinton won the state’s electoral votes in both of his 
presidential races, Obama suffered landslide losses 
in Louisiana in both 2008 and 2012.

It was no surprise that Senator Vitter took 
advantage of Obama’s unpopularity in his 2010 re-
election campaign. Throughout the campaign, Vitter 
linked Congressman Charlie Melancon, his Demo-
cratic opponent, to President Obama. It worked to 
deflect attention from the senator’s controversial as-
sociation with the D.C. madam’s call girl ring. Three 
years earlier, it was reported that Vitter’s phone 
number was included in the madam’s phone call 
records. After admitting at a news conference that 
he committed a “serious sin,” the senator was able 
to defect more questions about the scandal and fo-
cus the attention of voters on his opponent’s record 
and his political similarities to President Obama. His 
strategy worked and Vitter won an easy re-election to 
the U.S. Senate.

In this race for governor, the senator is utilizing 
the familiar strategy of linking a competitor to Presi-
dent Obama. In one of his new commercials, Vitter 
accuses his Republican opponent, Public Service 
Commissioner Scott Angelle, of being a long-time 
Democrat with similar views to President Obama. 
His other new commercial links another Republican 
challenger, Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne, to a liberal 

voting record and support of liberal causes.
His Republican opponents believe that the Vit-

ter attacks indicate the senator is losing support and 
slipping in the polls. It remains to be seen if the sena-
tor’s lead has diminished, but there is little doubt 
that he will use plenty of his campaign war chest to 
air attack ads targeting Dardenne and Angelle. At 
least initially, Vitter will ignore Edwards with the 
hopes of facing the Democrat in the run-off.

With Louisiana’s open primary system, two 
Republicans could face each other in the gubernato-
rial run-off, but the more likely scenario will be one 
Democrat, John Bel Edwards, versus one of the Re-
publican contenders. At this point, the heavy favorite 
is Senator Vitter.

Vitter’s opponents will certainly return fire in 
the coming weeks. The senator also has to deal with 
a political action committee that is running com-
mercials reminding voters of Vitter’s connection to 
prostitution.

Overall, the race is becoming more intense as 
the campaign advertisements become more negative. 
This race looks to be more competitive than the sena-
tor’s 2010 re-election campaign. The result may be 
the same in this election with David Vitter winning, 
but the road to victory will be more difficult and more 
expensive.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political 
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s web-
site at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at 
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government

3 Weekends of
German Food, Music, and Beer!
Oct. 9 & 10, 16 & 17 and 23 & 24

Fridays, 4p-11p • Saturdays, 1p-11p

415 Williams Blvd. • Rivertown • Kenner

504.522.8014
Visit www.oktoberfestnola.com for details

deutscheshaus.org •         DeutschesHausNOLA

Join us for

Deutscheshaus_Oktoberfest_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:26 PM

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

bi-weekly for breakfast at 7 a.m.

October 1
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

EAA_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:25 PM

JOIN KBA 
Food, Fun, Networking

Hosted by
 LA BELLA’S CATERING

2118 Third Street (Jeff Hwy) 
Thursday, October 22
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

This networking event will create new 
business relationships, so bring a lot of 

business cards and a big smile.

Complimentary appetizers

Networking reservations:  

RSVP: reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com 
or call Marcel at 708-1300.

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

KENNER 
BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing  
Kenner Businesses and 
Our Community Together

KBA_1015_Networking.indd   1 9/25/15   9:26 PM

The month of Oc-
tober is full of activi-
ties focused on giving 

back to the community, helping those in need and 
having a great time in our city.

For the second year in a row Kenner will be 
“going pink” during Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
and it’s a chance to make a difference against a dis-
ease that strikes more than 220,000 women every 
year. While this particular cancer affects one in eight 
women during their lifetime, I think it’s important to 
remember that breast cancer knows no gender. One 
in 1,000 men will also be diagnosed with breast can-
cer in their lifetime.

In Kenner, we have events scheduled through-
out the month to raise awareness and funds to help 
organizations fighting this disease. City employees 
will once again purchase “Kenner Goes Pink” t-
shirts, which they can wear casually every Wednes-
day during October. The proceeds benefit the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer, Team Kenner.

We also will be turning all the Kenner welcome 
signs in the city pink – a month-long reminder to 
residents and visitors to take action to help breast 
cancer organizations – and I challenge our business 
owners and schools to find ways to incorporate pink 
into their establishments for the month. Last year, a 
number of businesses, such as Cross Road Centers, 
did just that and we are hoping for even greater par-
ticipation this year.

Kenner’s City Volunteer Committee is working 
hard to have another “Pink Poolside Paint Party” in 
conjunction with Chateau Golf and Country Club on 
Thursday, October 22, as well as participating in the 
Making Strides Walk in Champions Square on Octo-
ber 10. We would love to have members of the com-
munity join Team Kenner.

Please check out the information on the city’s 
webpage dedicated to Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. We hope to include event information, pic-
tures and videos about the pink campaign going on 
throughout the city. For more information in general 
on Kenner’s pink campaign for breast cancer this 
month, contact Michele Lawler at 468-7248.

Another event we are excited to see return-

ing to Kenner for their fourth year is the Deutsches 
Haus Oktoberfest in Rivertown. The festival will 
open at 4:00 p.m. on October 9 and continue every 
Friday and Saturday through October 24. In addi-
tion to this popular German festival bringing more 
people into Rivertown than any other event during 
the year, Deutsches Haus also donates a portion of 
funds raised at this annual event to Kenner’s Parks 
and Recreation Department.

Finally, Kenner is trying a little something 
new for our young residents this Halloween. 
Kenner’s Parks and Recreation Department will 
be hosting a “Trunk or Treat” at Muss Bertolino 
Stadium on October 17 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. We are looking for community organizations 
to participate and make this event a wonderful 
experience for Kenner’s children. There will be 
prizes awarded for the best trunk display. The 
deadline to register is October 14. In addition to 
treats, there will be a free showing of the movie 
“Hotel Transylvania” immediately following at 
8:00 p.m. on a 25-foot outdoor inflatable screen. 
No outside food (with the exception of treats from 
trunks) or drinks are permitted. The Friends of 
Rivertown non-profit organization will be selling 
food and drinks to offset the cost of the event. 
Bring your blankets and lawn chairs and dress in 
your costume to enjoy a free family event outdoors 
and under the stars!

For more information on “Trunk or Treat,” 
please contact Heidi Glorioso at 468-7211.

I feel so fortunate to call Kenner my hometown 
and to be part of such a caring community that un-
derstands the importance of giving back. You can see 
it in the everyday interactions between neighbors 
and the numerous events going on in the city. While 
the true reward is knowing you are making the place 
you call home even better through one kind action at 
a time, it’s notable and gratifying that we know how 
to have a good time as we care and come together. Be 
sure to invite your friends and family to see all that 
Kenner has to offer.  

Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Offi-
cer Natalie Newton can be reached at 468-7966 or 
nnewton@kenner.la.us.

Good times and giving back this 
October in Kenner
By Natalie Newton – Kenner Deputy Chief  
Administrative Officer

Inspectors from the Kenner Inspection and 
Code Enforcement Department discovered 82 viola-
tions during a code sweep of the 2600 and 2700 blocks 
of Tupelo and Acron streets and the 900 block of 24th 
Street, according to Kenner Assistant Inspection and 
Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther.

The violations, found during a code sweep on 
September 17, 2015 included 12 for abandoned ve-
hicles, three for abandoned refrigerators, two for 
building maintenance, 13 for missing addresses, five 
for needed fascia or soffit repair, one for needed fence 
repair, nine high grass violations, one illegal discharge 

violation, 17 for litter or debris, one for oversized vehi-
cle on property, two for missing occupational licenses, 
two for repairs or demolition required, eight for unsafe 
electrical conditions, two for unsafe plumbing, three 
for unsafe mechanical situations and one for rodent 
problems.

Walther and Kenner Code Enforcement Director 
Aimee Vallot said the code sweeps are often triggered 
by complaints received from the public. The goal of the 
sweeps is to make sure property owners follow all city 
rules and regulations.  

Code sweep uncovers 82 violations in Kenner

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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Halloween is a 
thrilling and exciting 
time for the children of 
our community. Unfor-
tunately, it can also be a 

time when accidents and criminal activity occur.
It is important that you prepare your home before trick-

or-treaters take to the streets on Saturday, October 31. Simple 
precautions, like those to follow, should be observed to ensure 
everyone’s safety.

Please review the following safety tips for your 
home. This information will help make this fun-filled  
holiday safe for all. Together, we can keep our families  

 
 
 
 
 
safe this Halloween.

Replace burned-out lights to increase visibility at 
your door and around your house.

Remove anything children can trip over while on 
your property, such as garden hoses, toys, bikes and lawn 
decorations.

Sweep wet leaves from your sidewalk and steps to re-
duce the chance a youngster will slip and fall.

When displaying jack-o-lanterns indoors, al-
ways do so on a sturdy table and away from curtains 
and other flammable objects. When displaying jack- 
o-lanterns outdoors, keep them away from landings 
and doorsteps where costumes can brush against the 

 
 
 
 flame and possibly catch fire.

Keep your pets confined to prevent them from running 
away or becoming anxious and bothered by kids in costume. 
Cats especially should be kept inside on Halloween night.

Never invite strangers into your home while partak-
ing in Halloween festivities. Always distribute treats at your 
doorway or outside.

Lock your car doors and park your vehicle in a safe 
place to avoid possible vandalism.

Occasionally patrol around your home to discourage 
speeding motorists, acts of malicious mischief and crimes 
against children.

Always report suspicious or criminal activity to the 
Kenner Police Department by calling 9-1-1.

At the end of the night, make sure you turn off lights  

 
 
 
and blow out all candles.

The Kenner Police Department offers free trick-or-treat 
bags made of reflective material on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Pick one up for each of your children at our headquar-
ters at 500 Veterans Boulevard weekdays between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. I wish you and your family a safe and fun-filled 
Halloween season.   

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.
la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com. You can also download the free Kenner Police 
Department mobile app for both Apple and Android devices 
as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook 
and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and 
other law enforcement-related information.

Make your home a happy haunting place For Halloween
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

Police

You have a court 
date and cannot find a 
babysitter, or you forgot to 
request off from work, or 
you do not have a ride, or 

you lost your ticket, so you just choose to miss your court date.
Now what?
The fact is, missing a court date is serious. For some-

thing as little as a seat belt ticket to the more serious offenses 
such as a theft, the results are the same.

First, an attachment may be issued for your arrest.  
Missing court on your court date is in itself a criminal charge 
(contempt) for which you can be arrested. Attachments are 
ordered at the end of each day and no additional notices will 
be sent telling what happened in court that day. The attach-
ment remains in the system until you appear in court or you 
are arrested.

Secondly, if you have failed to appear in court on a traf-
fic offense, the court will notify the Louisiana Department of 
Public Safety, Office of Motor Vehicles (OMV). OMV will then 
place a suspension on your driver’s license until the original 
charges are resolved.

Now the good news
We are here to help.
Once you have missed court and an attachment has been 

issued, you can personally appear and pay an attachment recall 
fee for missing court and sign for a new court date. No other 
person can sign on your behalf. This will recall your attachment 
and you no longer have to worry about being arrested.

Also, if your driver’s license is suspended, simply re-
calling the attachment will not clear your license. The court 
will also issue a clearance form (referred to as a 301 Form) 
notifying the state that you have appeared before the court 
to resolve the traffic offense. You will take this 301 Form to 
the OMV and have your license reinstated.

The consequences of missing a court date – being ar- 

 
rested, having to contact your family to get a bail bondsmen or 
losing your job because you are locked up – far outweigh sim-
ply coming into court to answer for missing your court date. 
The worst thing to do after you miss a court date is to bury your 
head in the sand and hope that it goes away. This office is dedi-
cated to assisting individuals with resolving their problems. If 
you believe that you have an attachment for your arrest, you 
can contact our office at 468-7277 or come to the clerk’s office 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. and a deputy clerk will be able 
to assist with your questions.   

Tamithia P. Shaw is Kenner’s Clerk of Court and can 
be reached at 468-7277 or coc@kenner.la.us. Shaw’s office is 
located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Building A in Kenner.

Detaching from your attachment problem
By Tamithia P. Shaw – Kenner Clerk of Court

Government
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

We are not trying to be the Quickest!  
We are not trying to be the Cheapest!

We are trying to be the BEST!!!!

When you need a doctor,
you trust a specialist,

the best in the business.

Trust Automatic Transmission, the automatic 
transmission technician specialists who are 

trained to install the best parts, provide the best 
service at the best value and do the job right!

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Do the same with your vehicle!

Automatic Transmission_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:30 PM

Stylish silver bike racks are already in place in 
Laketown and more will be installed throughout the 
city as part of a $95,000 grant from the Recreational 
Trails Grant Program.

Michael Ince, special projects administrator 
in Kenner’s Planning Department, said the goal is 
to offer more accommodations for people biking 
throughout Kenner with these custom bicycle racks 
providing a secure area for bicycles – which is also a 
part of the Jefferson Parish Master Bike Plan.

Ince said officials anticipate purchasing two 
more sets of bike racks – with two racks in each 
set – for locations in Laketown as well as Kenner’s 
Veterans Park and Kenner’s City Park. The city has 
also applied for a second round of funding from the 
Recreation Trails Grant which would provide money 

for a designated bicycle shelter and a free-use bi-
cycle pump and repair station in Laketown and Ri-
vertown next to the levee bicycle trails. Accompany-
ing those improvements would be outdoor exercise 
equipment, if the grant is awarded.

“This is not only in line with the parish’s master 
plan, but we know from the work of our economic 
development committee that biking is a popular 
activity for young people and for families,” Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said.

The Recreational Trails Program for Louisiana 
is a federal program that helps states provide and 
maintain recreational trails for motorized and non-
motorized uses. Bicycling and pedestrian uses are 
just a couple of the many recreation trail uses made 
possible through the program.  

Kenner receives grant for bicycle racks

During the summer before the 2015-2016 
school term, students from the Kenner Discovery 
Health Sciences Academy participated in the Scho-
lastic Summer Reading Challenge, a free, global 
reading program created by Scholastic.

The students logged in the minutes they spent 
reading all summer long, unlocking 12 original sto-
ries written by popular children’s authors. Partici-
pating students read more than 2,074,424 minutes 
this summer and were rated first in the state of 
Louisiana for the second time and number 14 in the 
country. As a result of the student’s efforts, Kenner 
Discovery will be listed in the 2016 Scholastic Book 
of World Records and will receive a commemorative 
plaque from Scholastic honoring their achievements. 

“Nothing could make be prouder than to place 
first in the state for a summer reading contest. That 
tells you that our ‘swamp owls’ are reading beyond 
the school walls. We are building a school of lifelong 
learners and lifelong readers. Thank you students 
and parents for the hard work, and thank you Scho-
lastic for the recognition,” said Dr. Patty Glaser, chief 
executive officer and founding head of the school.

Kenner Discovery opened in August 2013 

with 420 students in grade levels pre-kindergarten 
through third and fifth and sixth. Each year, Kenner 
Discovery has grown to add more grade levels and 
students. Now in its third year, Kenner Discovery 
has grown to serve over 810 students in grades pre-
kindergarten through eighth grade with nearly 100 
faculty members.

The mission of Kenner Discovery Health Sci-
ences Academy is to provide a rigorous learning 
environment where students achieve academically, 
develop intellectual curiosity and practice environ-
mental responsibility while exploring health and sci-
ence topics and careers. Kenner Discovery is a Type 
1 open-enrollment charter school authorized by the 
Jefferson Parish Public School System. All Jefferson 
Parish students are eligible. Kenner Discovery is lo-
cated at 2504 Maine Avenue in Kenner.  

Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy 
earns first place in state in reading challenge

DISCOVERY
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY

KDHSA LOGO.pdf   1   6/23/13   8:30 AM

Gina Filostrat, a world geography teacher at Archbishop Chapelle High School, organized a 
September 11 remembrance project to honor the lives lost fourteen years ago on that date. A total 

of 136 students worked on the quilt, which is hanging in the school’s fine arts lobby for viewing. 
Chapelle Art Department Chair Sarah Bachemin also helped students with the project.  

Chapelle students remember 9/11
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Health

Protecting your turf
By Steven A. Watts

Competition can be 
of great value to your busi-
ness. Competition keeps 
a business owner from 

becoming lazy and complacent. It stimulates creativity and 
resourcefulness. Your customer benefits from the competitive 
environment as he receives the highest quality product at the 
best price. Healthy competition is one of the hallmarks of suc-
cessful small business in this country.

On the other hand, competing against yourself is not 
good business. Investing your time and money to equip your 
employee to be more proactive and productive for your busi-
ness can sometimes backfire when that employee decides to 
start his own similar business. It can be quiet distressing to 
learn that your once faithful employee has now become your 
most dangerous competitor; ready to use your tested business 
techniques and invade your customer base. So what can you, 
as an employer, do to protect yourself from such an unpleasant 
circumstance?

Historically, Louisiana, like most other states, has oper-
ated under a public policy that discourages any agreement 
that would prohibit or restrict competition or discourage an 
individual from exercising a lawful trade or profession. Loui-
siana has codified this policy under the terms of Louisiana 
Revised Statute 23:921 which provides, in part:

Every contract or agreement or provision thereof, by 
which anyone is restrained from exercising a lawful profes-
sion, trade, or business of any kind, except as provided in 
this Section, shall be null and void. However, every contract 
or agreement, or provision thereof, which meets the excep-
tions as provided in this Section, shall be enforceable.

Therefore, the key to enjoying a legally enforceable non-
competition agreement lies in a well-crafted contract which 
falls under the “safe harbor” exceptions created by the statute.

Here are a few practical dos and don’ts concerning non-
competition agreements:

One, be restrictive in the protected territory. Courts will 
strike down most agreements that seek to restrict competi-
tion in an area larger than the reasonable expanse of your cur-
rent customer base. For instance, if your business is primarily 
restricted to Jefferson and Orleans parishes, it may be unwise 
to include St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes in the re-
stricted area. A court may refuse to enforce the entire agree-
ment because of the inclusion of an over-expansive territory.

Secondly, keep the term of the non-competition agree-
ment to two years or less. Louisiana law mandates that such 
agreements do not exceed two years from termination of em-
ployment.

And lastly, include a clause in the agreement that pro-
vides for the “severability” of any legally unenforceable provi-
sion. This will permit a court to uphold the remainder of the 
contract while striking only the offensive provision.

Of course, there are many other factors that must be 
considered when drafting an enforceable non-competition 
agreement. This is not the type of agreement that one should 
seek to create without the assistance of competent legal coun-
sel. If you are able to stay within the statutorily prescribed 
boundaries, a non-competition agreement can be a powerful 
tool to insure that your dream of owning your own business 
is not tarnished by the unexpected competition created by a 
previously trusted former employee.  

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. 
His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, 
in Metairie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, busi-
ness transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate 
law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the 
owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached 
at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.
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Providing you with 
high-quality, appropriate 
care and making your 
dental visit as comfort-
able as possible are top 
priorities for dental prac-

titioners. Advances in dental techniques and medications 
can greatly reduce – even eliminate – discomfort during 
dental treatment.

Analgesics
Non-narcotic analgesics are the most commonly used 

drugs for relief of toothache or pain following dental treat-
ment. This category includes aspirin, acetaminophen and 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs such as ibuprofen.

Narcotic analgesics, such as those containing codeine, 
act on the central nervous system to relieve pain. They are 
used for more severe pain.

Anesthesia
Topical anesthetics are applied to mouth tissues with 

a swab to prevent pain on the surface level. Your dentist may 
use a topical anesthetic to numb an area in preparation for 
administering an injectable local anesthetic. Topical anes-
thetics also may be used to soothe painful mouth sores.

Injectable local anesthetics, such as Novocain, prevent 
pain in a specific area of your mouth during treatment by 
blocking the nerves that sense or transmit pain and numb-
ing mouth tissues. They cause the temporary numbness often 
referred to as a “fat lip” feeling. Injectable anesthetics may be 
used in such procedures as filling cavities, preparing teeth for 

crowns or treating periodontal (gum) disease.
Sedation and general anesthesia
Agents, such as nitrous oxide (laughing gas) or seda-

tives may help you relax during dental visits and often may 
be used along with local anesthetics. Dentists also can use 
these agents to induce “conscious sedation,” in which the 
patient achieves a relaxed state during treatment but can 
respond to speech or touch. Sedatives can be administered 
before, during or after dental procedures by mouth, inhala-
tion or injection.

Understanding the range of choices that are available 
to relieve anxiety and discomfort makes you a well-informed 
dental consumer. Working together, you and your dentist 
can choose the appropriate steps to make your dental visit 
as safe and comfortable as possible and to help you keep a 
healthy smile.

Information for this article was obtained from the 
American Dental Association’s web site at www.ada.org.  

Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist who has 
practiced for over 14 years, is the past president of the New 
Orleans Dental Association and holds memberships in the 
LDA, ADA and AAID and is a fellow of the International 
College of Oral Implantologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg prac-
tices at the Exceptional Dental office located at 1305 West 
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and also has offices on the 
Westbank, Port Sulphur and opening January 2016 in Mid 
City New Orleans. Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 469-6333. 
Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

Anesthesia in the dental office 
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.

Law
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There are six 
fluids that require peri-
odic replenishment or 
replacement in most ve-

hicles that are on the road today. Engine oil, transmission 
fluid, anti-freeze/coolant, windshield washer solvent and 
fuel are fluids that vehicle owners commonly remember 
to replace. The sixth fluid, brake fluid, is the one most of-
ten neglected. People usually top off brake fluid but most 
times don’t think about changing it.

In the typical vehicle, brake fluid becomes contami-
nated in two years or less. The fluid absorbs moisture,  

 
 
which works its way through the hydraulic system. Under 
heavy braking conditions, such as encountered in moun-
tainous or hilly driving or when towing a trailer, moisture 
in the overheated fluid vaporizes so the boiling point of 
water is lower than that of the brake fluid and braking 
efficiency is reduced creating potentially unsafe driving 
conditions.

But, even under normal driving circumstances, this 
condition can develop if the brake fluid is seriously con-
taminated. Not only is the contaminated fluid vulnerable 
to vaporizing, it also can freeze which can also be very 
dangerous.

Brake fluid must maintain a stable viscosity 
throughout its operating temperature range, because if 
it’s too thick or too thin, braking action becomes im-
paired. Beyond the vaporization hazard, moisture creates 
an additional problem for owners of vehicles equipped 
with anti-lock braking (ABS) systems, which most ve-
hicles come equipped with. Rusted and corroded ABS 
components are very expensive to replace.

When is it time to have the brake fluid changed? 
The manufacturers recommend replacement every two 
years or 24,000 miles and should be included with brake 
pad or shoe replacement. As a preventive measure, in 
between, a professional brake technician should check 
the condition of the fluid with an accurate fluid test safety 

meter, which is inserted into the master cylinder reservoir 
to record the brake fluid’s boiling point.

Take the time to have your fluid checked or 
changed to make sure you and your family are driving as 
safe as possible.  

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated 
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s website is 
www.scottystireandauto.com. 

Brake safety can be compromised with contaminated brake fluid
By Scott Zimmerman

Automotive

Ok, so the mar-
kets are in turmoil. One 
recent financial head-
line said it was “Judge-
ment Day.” What does 

this financial turmoil mean to you?
Two items have dominated the news – the market 

slowdown that began in China and the possibility that 
the Federal Reserve may raise rates.

Let’s start with the Federal Reserve. We know  
that the Fed will raise rates at some point. Long-term 

 
 
 
 
average rates are two percent inflation, four per-
cent Fed funds, six percent prime and eight percent 
mortgage.

Right now we have 1.2 percent inflation, .25 
percent Fed funds, 3.25 percent prime rate and four 
percent mortgage. These rates are all well below the 
long-term averages. There is an economic term called 

“regression to the mean” which means that over time 
rates will tend to move toward the long-term average.

If the Fed were to raise its federal funds rate, 
which is the only rate that it directly controls, the prime 

rate will go up by the same amount, the mortgage rate 
will go up by a smaller amount and inflation may or may 
not change.

For the non-banker this means three things. The 
best chance to refinance or take out a long-term mort-
gage will have passed, any floating rate loans will be 
more expensive and interest rates on savings and CDs 
will be higher.

So, your Federal Reserve sensitive plan should be 
to convert any floating rates that you have to fixed rates. 
If you are going to refinance or take out a new fixed rate 
mortgage, do it now. If you have bond funds as part of 
your retirement or savings plan, consider selling them 
because when interest rates go up, the value of long-
term bonds and bond funds goes down.

If you have money to invest in CDs continue to 
ladder your maturities, which means to spread the ma-
turities from one to three or four years, This is probably 
not the time to buy long-term CDs, such as those over 
four years long, but it is also not the best time to keep 
everything in very short maturities, waiting for rates to 
go up. The problem with the waiting strategy is that it is 
hard to ever move from short to long-term CDs since it 
always seems that rates will go higher soon. Many folks 
wait for years for rates to go up and earn a lot less in-
terest than those who spread their CD maturities over 
several years.

The China meltdown is a long-term problem for 
everyone, but especially for Europe which is China’s big-
gest trading partner. What is happening is a predictable 
slowdown in a country that has grown very quickly for 
the last few decades. China’s growth meant that they 
purchased a lot of raw material, iron ore, coal copper, 
etc., from all over the world. This raised prices for com-

modities and stimulated sales. China then turned the 
raw materials into consumer goods, such as any sort of 
nonfood item sold at the dollar stores.

The result of this was cheap imports that lowered 
consumer prices.

Unfortunately for China and the world, China 
is run by central planners who inevitably make bad 
decisions that distort the market and waste resources. 
This waste now is showing up as dramatic slowdown in 
China’s growth and a corresponding decline in China’s 
demand for commodities.

What this means, especially for Europe, is slower 
growth, with less sales to China.

For the United States, it means, slightly slower 
growth and probably a decline in the stock market.

For us as individuals, this means more volatility 
in the stock market and possibly slightly slower growth 
in our economy. The best way to deal with this is to 
continue to make monthly additions to your investment 
accounts and to be sure that you have a portfolio that 
is diversified between U.S. stocks and bonds with some 
international stocks and some investment in other as-
set classes, such as real estate.

So, interest rates are likely to go up and the stock 
market will be a little bouncy. If you stick to good long-
term investment strategy, this could be a good time to 
buy low and profit in the future.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Market turmoil
By Guy Williams

Banking

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust recently wrapped up 
their eighth annual “Auctions in August” fundraising 
event which raised over $90,000 for 248 local, state-
wide and national non-profits and schools.

With over 1,200 items available for bidding, a few 
top selling items included a 1959 Gibson Guitar, a road 
trip to the Saints/Redskins NFL football game and 
even a professional firework display.

This event allowed over 20 organizations to raise 
over $1,000 and eight organizations to raise over $2,000. 
The three organizations raisimg the highest amount of 
funds included Families Helping Families of Jefferson, 
Father’s Hands and the New Orleans Oral School.

“Gulf Coast Bank and Trust would like to thank 
all who participated in our eighth annual “Auctions in 
August” event,” said Guy Williams, president and chief 
executive officer. “If anybody is looking to raise funds 
for a non-profit or school, Gulf Coast Bank and Trust of-
fers three different opportunities in our “Community 
Rewards,” “Pack the Park” and “Auctions in August.” For 
more information about these fundraising opportunities 
visit www.gulfbank.com/community or email the bank’s 
marketing department at marketing@gulfbank.com.

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company is one of 
the largest locally owned and operating banks with 18 
branches across southeast Louisiana.  

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust fundraising event 
raises over $90,000 for non-profits
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Airport

Next month will 
begin the holiday sea-
son and many of our 
residents will be travel-
ing by air to visit loved 

ones and friends. I would like to share some travel tips 
that I hope will enhance your travel experience through 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.

First, I encourage our passengers to make airline 
reservations as soon as possible to ensure that the best 
choice of flights on our airlines is available for your pre-
ferred days and times of travel. Armstrong International 
is served by 14 airlines that provide a variety of options 
to meet your travel needs to 46 non-stop destinations. 
Our airlines are Air Canada, Alaska Airlines, Allegiant 
Air, American Airlines, Branson AirExpress operated by 
Orange Air, Copa Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Frontier Air-
lines, JetBlue Airways, Southwest Airlines, Spirit Airlines, 
United Airlines, US Airways and Vacation Express. Flight 
schedules and airline contact information with direct 
links to all are available on our website, www.flymsy.com. 
It is important to note that some major booking websites 
may not show you information about fares and book-
ings on all of the airlines such as Southwest, Allegiant  
Air and Vacation Express.

During the holidays, the number of passengers 
traveling will typically be greater than the rest of the year, 
especially during Thanksgiving and Christmas. For this 
reason, please allow sufficient time to arrive, park or drop 
off passengers, check-in with your airline and process 
through security to arrive at your gate in a timely manner. 
Airlines recommend that passengers arrive at least two 
hours prior to their scheduled departure time. Also keep 
in mind that we have many stores and restaurants located 
throughout the airport, so you can dine or shop along your 
way. The operating hours for these stores and eateries is 
5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. More information about concessions 
at the airport is available on our website.

Passengers should be prepared for the secu-
rity screening process to help minimize the screening 
wait times. To expedite the screening process, our 
passengers should visit the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) website at www.tsa.gov to re-
view what can and cannot be carried on-board an air-
craft. For example, wrapped gifts are not prohibited 
as long as they do not contain any item that cannot 
be carried on-board the aircraft. If for some reason 
a wrapped package needs to be further checked by 
TSA, they may have to unwrap it to take a closer look  
inside. We recommend passengers wrap their holiday  
 

 
 
 
 
gifts after their flight or ship them ahead of time to 
avoid the possibility of having to open them during the 
screening process. Items purchased after the security 
checkpoint have been pre-screened and can be taken 
on the plane.

Many other security screening rules are still in ef-
fect such as the removal of shoes and jackets as well as 
knowing the proper method for carrying liquids through 
the checkpoint. Children, 12 and under, along with se-
nior citizens age 75 or older do not have to remove their 
shoes and light jackets. For anyone eligible to participate 
in the TSA Pre✓™ Program, we are pleased to announce 
that it is available at Armstrong International.

Free WiFi is also available throughout the termi-
nal to anyone wishing to access it. (It should be noted 
that the internet access at the airport is limited to 144K 
due to a state law which limits the speed of “free” Wi-Fi 
connections for municipal wireless networks.) Anyone 
needing assistance while in the airport pre-security area, 
are encouraged to speak with one of our friendly airport 
customer service representatives or volunteer ambassa-
dors positioned at the concourse exits and easily identi-
fied by their burgundy jackets and vests.

Finally, due to federal regulations, airport police 
can only allow cars that are actively loading or unload- 
 

ing passengers to stop and park on the airport upper or 
lower roadways. For this reason, we encourage the use 
of our convenient, free cell phone lot. It is located at the 
corner of Airline Drive and Hollandey Street across from 
the airport in a fenced area marked with a large brown 
sign. To use it, the driver must wait in the cell phone lot 
for the arrival of their party. After the arriving party is 
in baggage claim and has received their luggage, they 
simply alert the waiting party on their cell phone that 
they are ready to go. The driver may then proceed to the 
lower roadway outside baggage claim to pick them up. 
The cell phone lot is available year round with on-site 
security present from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily.

As you travel this holiday season through Armstrong 
International, airport staff will be working hard to provide 
you with first class customer service, great amenities and 
safe facilities. We look forward to welcoming you.     

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International may be reached 
at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for 
the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 
30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view 
it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by click-
ing on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and Stats” 
page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport 
and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a 
volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the 
airport’s website homepage.

Holiday travel tips at Armstrong International
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Government
Kenner code enforcement inspectors issued 71 

violations during a recent three-block sweep on Duke 
Street, according to Kenner Assistant Inspection and 
Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther.

The sweep took place in the 100 to 300 blocks of 

 
 
Duke and inspectors uncovered the violations of three 
addresses not found, one abandoned refrigerator, 12 
abandoned vehicles, two missing permits, one building 
maintenance needed, nine fascia or soffit issues, two 
fences needing repair, four high grass violations, one il-

legal discharge, 19 cases of litter or debris, two repairs 
or demolition required, six unsafe electrical conditions, 
five window or door violations and three cases of ver-
min or rodents.

Walther said inspectors found two vehicles un-
dergoing significant mechanical or body work with 
fuel and paint vapors present. In addition, an electri-

cal meter had been tampered with and the wires were 
exposed. Entergy was notified of the case.

Walther and Kenner Inspection and Code En-
forcement Director Aimee Vallot said the sweeps, often 
responding to citizen complaints, will continue on a 
regular basis.  

Three-block code sweep results in 71 violations
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Insurance
Life insurance you can put to use now 
By Marie M. Clesi

The money you 
spend on permanent 
life insurance can 
be used to pay death 
benefits for your loved 
ones or to help you fi-

nancially during your lifetime.
Look to permanent life insurance to offer:
Lifetime protection
Whole life insurance offers level premiums and 

life insurance protection for as long as you live, pro-
vided premiums are paid as required to keep the policy 
in force. The death benefit paid by a whole life insur-
ance policy generally passes on income tax-free to your 
beneficiaries.

Cash value
Whole life insurance provides for the accumu-

lation of cash value on a tax deferred basis over time. 
This cash value can be used to help cover unexpected 
expenses, college expenses or help supplement your re-

tirement income. Note that unpaid loans and withdraw-
als will reduce the death benefit and policy cash value. 
Loans also accrue interest.

Policy dividends
With whole life insurance, insurance companies 

may pay dividends – a return of premium for better-
than-expected performance by the insurance com-
pany. Though not guaranteed, dividends can increase a 
policy’s death benefit or cash value and generally aren’t 
considered taxable income.

Contact your insurance agent to learn more about 
your life insurance.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select 
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty 
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, 
life and health insurance along with financial servic-
es. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, 
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s web-
site at www.marieclesi.net.

Hail Damage?

BBB
CONSTRUCTION CO

Since 1965
Locally Owned 
& Operated

Licensed & Insured

2158 Kenner Ave — Kenner, LA

504-467-6998

FREE ESTIMATES

Triple BBB Construction_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:39 PM

COMPLIMENTARY 

Glo Minerals 

Makeup Application

with any $40 purchase

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Georgys_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:40 PM

 

Proudly 
rePresenting

Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &  
Business 
insurance
www.guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd.

We can save you money on monthly premiums!

Since 1987

Guffey_1214.indd   1 11/28/14   9:23 PM

Having a vision 
for what you want to 

achieve is the starting point for any successful plan. 
From that vision, you develop core beliefs. Genuine 
core beliefs will then guide your actions (what you do) 
and your attitude (how you do it). And it’s your actions 
and attitude that ultimately determine outcomes.

We’ve adopted that as this year’s mantra. Not only 
has this been communicated to our school leaders, but 
we’re also applying these principles at the district lev-
el. The Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS) 
is in the process of developing a strategic plan. Our vi-
sion is to make JPPSS the school of choice in our par-
ish and the flagship system for our state. The School 
Leadership Center of Greater New Orleans is facilitat-
ing this strategic planning process, but the committee 
itself is comprised of a wide array of stakeholders. I was 
extremely excited when I looked around the room and 
saw the faces at our initial meeting. They are teachers, 
parents, administrators, district staff, business owners 
and community leaders. Individuals from diverse back-

grounds, this group is connected by a commitment to 
our students, our district and our community.

Our committee is taking the best ideas we have in 
front of us to develop a blueprint for JPPSS, but every 
citizen can play a role in building a public education 
system that serves all of Jefferson Parish. Whether you 
are a parent, student, JPPSS employee or just a com-
munity member who wants to get involved, choose to 
make a difference in your own circle of influence. This 
is an exciting time as we start this journey. It’s a really 
big job, but one I know we will accomplish together.  

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American 
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School 
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school 
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During 
his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as 
an educator, dean of student services, principal, as-
sistant superintendent of human resources and ex-
ecutive director of grants and federal programs. 

Actions and attitudes determine 
outcome
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School 
System Superintendent

Community

The Arbor Day Foundation will brighten up your fall 
by offering five free crape myrtle trees or other trees select-
ed for your area when you join the Foundation in October.

The free trees are part of the nonprofit Arbor Day 
Foundation’s Trees for America campaign, a program dedi-
cated to environmental stewardship through tree planting.

“Crape myrtles are especially beautiful in the fall and 
were selected for this campaign because of their elegant 
color and form,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the 
Arbor Day Foundation. Crape myrtles make an attractive 
addition to the home landscape.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid between Novem-

ber 1 and December 10, at the right time for planting. The 
six to 12-inch trees are guaranteed to grow or they will be 
replaced free of charge. Planting instructions are enclosed 
with each shipment of trees.

New members of the Arbor Day Foundation also re-
ceive “The Tree Book,” which includes information about 
tree planting and care.

To receive the free crape myrtle trees, send a $10 
membership contribution to Five Crape myrtles, Arbor 
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 
68410, by October 31, 2015, or join online at www.arbor-
day.org/October.  

Join the Arbor Day Foundation in October and 
receive five free Crape myrtle trees
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OPEN SATURDAYS!
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Saturdays
www.scottystireandauto.com

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen  

and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

GOOD THRU
OCTOBER 31, 2015

Scottys_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:41 PM

It should come 
as no surprise.

With the 2015 
New Orleans Saints 

off to a disappointing, dreadful, depressing start, the 
questions as to why have grown significantly as the 
cascade of boos in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
became more audible to the ears of all.

It does not take much thought or study to pro-
vide the answers as to why the once feared, once 
elite New Orleans Saints have seemingly faded into 
the oblivion of also-ran status in the highly competi-
tive NFL.

Starting with the obvious, it is very difficult to 
maintain a high level of success in a league designed 
to benefit the poor at the expense of the rich. Like or 
hate the New England Patriots, you have to respect 
what they have fostered over the past 15 years. It has 
been the exception to the rule, a dynamic dynasty.

Mickey Loomis and Sean Payton have deliv-
ered unparalleled success to New Orleans. Starting 
in 2006, the duo has combined for five playoff ap-
pearances in nine seasons, a 6-4 record in the play-
offs, two NFC Championship game appearances and, 
of course, a Super Bowl XLIV title.

They have earned their stripes and, in golf 
terms their mulligans. Surely, they have presided 
over the golden era of a franchise that had very few 
golden years and moments, prior to their arrival.

While the end of the era may not be eminent, it 
may not be too far away. Such is the state of the 2015 
New Orleans Saints, clearly a below average football 
team with an uncertain future.

How exactly did we get here?
Start with the end of the 2011 football season. 

In my estimation, the Saints had their best team 
ever, even better than the 2009 season, in 2011. No 
one could stop the offense. The defense was accept-
able under Gregg Williams. Then came a disastrous 
start in a playoff game at San Francisco. Then came 
a comeback. Then came the crushing defeat in the 
final minute. The franchise has never truly recov-
ered.

Players were at their peak, at that point, in-
cluding the likes of Will Smith, Jonathan Vilma, Ro-
man Harper, Malcolm Jenkins, Jabari Greer, Lance 
Moore, Devery Henderson, Pierre Thomas, Darren 
Sproles, Marques Colston, Jahri Evans, Zach Strief 
and, yes, Drew Brees. Jimmy Graham was a budding 
star.

Graham, Sproles, Smith, Vilma, Greer, Harper, 
Jenkins, Moore, Thomas and Henderson are gone 
now. Brees is battling a shoulder injury and his best 
days are, unfortunately, likely behind him. Colston 
and Evans are past their prime. Strief may be as well.

Time waits for no one. The clock always strikes 
midnight on careers. No one wins, just as the clock 
will strike midnight for all who live. Passing from 
this world is inevitable.

While it is not time to write the epitath for Loo-

mis, Payton and the Saints, the best years of a glory-
filled era are over.

After the 2011 season, Roger Goodell lowered 
the boom on the franchise, levying the strongest, 
unprecedented penalties in league history on the 
franchise. The punishment rendered the Saints 
helpless, defenseless (no pun intended). A losing 
season followed.

 With Payton back in the fold in 2013, the team 
jumped out to a 5-0 start. It appeared the team was 
poised to return to elite status. It turned out to be 
a good, not great year, an 11-5 season, followed by 
a playoff win at Philadelphia and a loss to eventual 
champion Seattle.

Instead of building on that success, the Saints 
regressed into the most disappointing team in the 
league in 2014, going 7-9 when most had picked 
them to win the NFC South, many had them going to 
the NFC Championship and a few had them winning 
the Super Bowl. Count me among those who had 
the team going to the NFC title game. Such is the 
respect I have for Loomis and Payton.

Thus far, the 2015 season is a continuation of 
the 2014 season. Keep in mind that the 7-9 record 
of a year ago came from a team in perhaps the worst 
division in the league. It came when Tampa Bay ba-
sically handed the Saints a win in the final game of 
the season, benching starters in the second half of a 
game at Tampa to ensure getting the top pick in the 
2015 draft, which turned into Jameis Winston.

As a rookie playing his first road game in the 
league and coming off of a disastrous debut, a 42-14 
home loss to a Tennessee team that won two games 
in 2014, Winston and the Bucs came to New Orleans 
as prohibitive underdogs and handed the Saints an 
embarrassing 26-19 loss. That, off of a 31-19 season 
opening loss to Arizona put the Saints behind the 
proverbial eight ball.

The Saints simply are not a good team. The 
reasons are clear.

Regardless of how well Payton and his staff 
coach, it is all about players. The Saints do not have 
enough good players anymore.

Granted, the 2015 draft shows promise in 
linebackers Stephone Anthony and Hau’oli Kikaha, 
along with defensive back Damian Swann. Marcus 
Murphy shows promise as a kick return specialist. 
Tyeler Davison may be in the defensive line rotation 
moving forward. The jury is out on first-round pick 
Andrus Peat and quarterback Garrett Grayson. Cor-
nerback P.J. Williams and linebacker Davis Tull are 
on injured reserve.

The problem is how the Saints have spent mon-
ey and how they have drafted. In 2016, the Saints will 
have the most dead money against the salary cap of 
any team in the league.

As for the draft, from 2006 through 2014 (nine 
seasons), the Saints have just 11 draft picks remain-
ing on their squad. From the 2014 draft, only Bran-
din Cooks remains, one year down the road.

As for Cooks, he is a talented, promising player 
but he is not yet a number one receiver on an NFL 
roster who can dominate a game. The rest of the 
young receiving corps, aside from Colston, has much 
to prove.

While Benjamin Watson and Josh Hill are ser-
viceable at tight end, no one would confuse them 
with Graham.

The offensive line started the season poorly. 
This is a unit that was expected to be significantly 
better with the acquisition of Max Unger and a ma-
turing Terron Armstead.

C.J. Spiller opened the season banged up. Kh-
iry Robinson shows promise. Mark Ingram is steady 
but lacks the burst to make big plays.

As for the defense, Kenny Vaccaro has yet to 
return to the promising performance of his rookie 
season. Akiem Hicks has not realized his potential. 
Then, there are the injuries.

Vinnie Sunseri was gone before the season 
started. Rafael Bush quickly followed. Keenan Lewis 
will miss at least the first month of the season.

Then, there is the curious case of Jairus Byrd. 
Unfortunately, unlike Benjamin Button, Byrd is not 
getting younger on a daily basis. He is, instead a 
much older player than the one who was a star in 
Buffalo. Of course, we have no idea what kind of 
player he is now due to injuries. The Saints spent 
a pretty penny to get him and he has provided no 
return on investment.

New kicker Zach Hocker started well in Ari-
zona before fizzling against Tampa Bay.

The Saints, in a nutshell, are a team of aging 
veterans and too many young players with very little 
in between. 25 of the 53-man roster are new faces. 
That is an alarming number for any team wanting to 
contend for a championship.

It pains me to say that New Orleans appears 
nowhere near being in that category. Perhaps young 
players will mature and improve as the season goes 
along. That would not surprise me. Perhaps Loomis 
and Payton will rebuild the franchise into a true con-
tender.

As you consider this, consider the operative 
word in that statement – rebuild. That is where the 
New Orleans Saints appear to be in 2015, starting over. 
A pair of 7-9 seasons in three years and a bad start to 
2015 are clear evidence of this fact, which began with 
the missed opportunity in 2011 and the cracking of 
the foundation in 2012. Super Bowl XLIV now seems 
like a long time ago. Cherish the memory.   

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general man-
ager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola 
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. 
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of 
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources 
Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on 
WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thurs-
day and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three 
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Saints potential meltdown four years in the making
By Ken Trahan

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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Walter G. Schneckenburger 

 Elementary  Principal: Diane Hodge, M.Ed.

• 2015 “A” School

• 2014 Top Gains School

• Fully staffed with highly-qualified teachers

•  Recipient of many grants and awards through Schneckenburger’s 

National Board Certified Librarian and Technology Specialist

•  Eleven year partnership with Vineyard Church for Kids’ Hope USA 

Mentoring Program

 H      KENNER DISCOVERY HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY      H

Paid for by the Shane Family Foundation

School Board Member District IX Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge

Julie Broussard

Librarian and 
technology  
specialist, Julie 
Broussard obtained 
numerous grants 
and awards to help 
students develop  
a life-long love 
of reading and 
exploration

Jefferson Parish Public School System
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL. 

Come watch 
your football at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

We are the place 
to watch LSU & 
Saints games  
on our 19 TVs.  
Not a bad seat  
in the house.

Beer bucket specials, great 
food & special giveaways 
throughout the season. DJ 
before, during & after the 
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary  
Specials & pregame 

shows on so you 
can make sure your 
Fantasy Team lineup 
is the best it can be.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am
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Each year there 
are over 375,000 report-
ed home fires in the 
U.S. resulting in death, 

injury and property damage. Cooking is the number one 
cause of fire and fire-related injuries. Leaving some-
thing unattended that is cooking on the stove, failing to 
clean heating equipment and placing combustibles too 
close to heating sources are the most common causes 
of house fires.

The key to preventing home fires and injuries 
comes down to planning, prevention and practice.  

 
 
 
 
 
Here is where to begin.

Draw a floor plan of your home. Meet with ev-
eryone who lives in your home and talk about how you 
might get out if the fire was in different places. “Move” 
the fire around and plan alternate escape routes on the 
paper. Go to each room, close your eyes and find the exit, 
then find a second one in case the first is not available. 
Imagine what you would feel along the escape routes 
to determine if you were going the right direction to 
get out during a fire and couldn’t see. Smoke is deadly 

– and it not only makes it difficult to breathe, but to see.
Remind everyone in the family that in case of fire, 

do not stay in the house. Get out of the house and call 
9-1-1 from a neighbor’s home or cell phone. Be sure that 
younger children know what to do in an emergency give 
them an assigned meeting place outside. Remember it’s 
also critical to stay low when escaping a fire. Standing 
up can be deadly as heat and toxic gasses fill a burning 
room from the top down. It’s also good habit to sleep 
with bedroom doors closed. This slows or prevents the 
spread of a fire as well as toxic gasses and smoke.

The NFPA reports that roughly 70 percent of home 
fire deaths result from fires in homes without smoke 
alarms or working smoke alarms. Since one-quarter of 
all fires start during typical sleeping hours of 10:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 a.m. and more than one-half of all fire related 
deaths occur during this periods, a working smoking de-
tector might be the only thing that averts tragedy.

Smoke detectors save lives, but they do wear out, 
so they should be replaced about every five years.

Hardwired detectors, those wired directly to the 
home’s electrical system, can also wear out and need 
to be regularly checked. Check that the red light status 
light is flashing at regular intervals and use the “test” 
button to make sure the unit is still working.

Every home should have fire extinguishers. For 
your fire extinguishers, keep them placed in areas 
such as the garage, shed and kitchen. Make sure the 
fire extinguishers you purchase are capable of putting 
out all types of fires. Make sure you know how to use 
your extinguishers before the need arises. If there is a 
larger fire, don’t bother trying to put it out. Evacuate  
 

the structure immediately and call the fire department.
Finally, be safe when it comes to the use of fire-

places, furnaces, heaters and other electrical hazards. 
Here are a few safety reminders. Use a fireplace screen 
to prevent sparks from flying onto the carpet or furni-
ture and always light your flame source before turning 
on the gas when using a gas fireplace. If you use a space 
heater, make sure that you never leave it unattended 
and keep all objects at least three feet away from it. 
Candles left unattended can cause house fires, espe-
cially during the holiday season. Put a cover on a small 
grease fire to smother the flames, turn off the burner 
and let it cool. Don’t overload a wall socket or exten-
sion cord with too many devices. Lastly, never leave your 
home when your clothes dryer or dishwasher is running. 
These devices have heating elements that can fail and 
start a fire in an instant.

Preparing, planning and practicing for a fire 
ahead of time can mean the difference between serious 
injury or death and surviving one of life’s most common 
tragedies.    

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional en-
gineer and licensed home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing in residen-
tial and commercial building inspection services. 
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Planning prevents house fires
By Dan Dormady

Some 35.8 million single family homes and 
condos with a combined estimated market value of 
$6.6 trillion are in areas with a high natural hazard 
risk, according to RealtyTrac. This represents 43 
percent of the 83.4 million single family homes ana-
lyzed for the report.

“In the interest of personal safety and protecting 
the value of what is likely their biggest financial asset, 
prospective buyers and investors should be aware of 
any natural disaster risk impacting a potential home 
purchase,” says Daren Blomquist, vice president of 
RealtyTrac. “In most cases, learning about natural di-
saster risk will not stop a home sale, but it will help 
buyers make a better-informed decision about where 
to buy and also be prepared in terms of appropriate 
insurance coverage and family contingency plans.”

States with the most homes in high or very high 
risk for overall natural disaster are New York, Los An-
geles, Miami, Houston and Riverside-San Bernardino.

The report found that 24.5 million single family 
homes with a combined market value of $4.7 trillion 
are at a high risk for hurricanes. This includes Florida, 
North Carolina, Virginia, Washington D.C., New York 
and New Jersey.

Metro areas with high to very high risk include 
New York, Miami, Washington D.C., Boston and Tampa.

The report also found that 10.6 million single 
family homes are at great risk for wildfires. States 
with the greatest risk are California, New York, Florida, 
North Carolina and New Jersey.

Although average home values were higher in 

higher-risk areas, home price appreciation over the 
past ten years was stronger in lower-risk areas. “Each 
year we experience damaging storms and it is with an-
ticipation we recommend buyers make sure they have 
adequate insurance to protect them from carrying the 
burden of replacing a roof when the storms hit,” says 
Heidi Greer, real estate broker in Denver.

Home price appreciation over the past three 
years has been stronger in higher risk areas. In some 
of these areas, home prices increased 16.6 percent 
between 2012 and 2015 on the average, while home 
prices in the very high risk category increased 20.4 
percent during the same period. Home prices in low 
risk areas increased an average of 10.1 percent over 
the past three years.

For example, across Ohio amenities abound to 
assist in the mitigation of potential risk of natural 
hazards, given the fact that Ohio has the seventh 
highest number of homes at risk for tornadoes. 

“Given the risk of tornadoes some homebuyers are 
only interested in seeing homes with basements to 
mitigate the risk,” says Michael Mahon, president 
of a real estate company covering the Cincinnati, 
Dayton and Columbus markets.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors 
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, 
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Natural disaster housing risk 
report offers interesting real 
estate insight
By Linda R. Martin

Real Estate
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At the close of qualifying for offices of the Louisiana Legislature on 
September 10, 2015, all four incumbent legislators who represent parts 
of Kenner were re-elected unopposed.

State Senator Daniel R. “Danny” Martiny, was first elected to his 
District 10 seat in 2008 and is now term-limited. Prior to his election to 
the state senate, Martiny served as state representative of District 79 
for 12 years.

“It has been a real pleasure for the last 21 years to represent the 
good people of House District 79 and Senate District 10. I am truly hum-
bled by the fact that the voters of Senate District 10 saw fit to return 
me to office without opposition for my last term of legislative service,” 
said Senator Martiny. “I look forward to working with my colleagues in 
continuing the fight to improve the quality of life for the residents of my 
district and all citizens of our great state.”

Senator Martiny’s district covers the majority of the city of Kenner 
along with some portions of East Jefferson Parish. Senator Martiny’s Dis-
trict 10 office is located at 131 Airline Highway, Suite 201 in Metairie and 
the telephone number is 834-7676 and his email address is martinyd@
legis.la.gov.

Having served for three terms as a state house representative, state 
Senator Gary L. Smith, Jr., was elected to his first term as senator in 2012 
and will be able to run for re-election in 2019.

“I am honored and humbled to be given another opportunity to 
serve the constituents of District 19 and the citizens of the state in the 
Legislature. For the past 16 years I have worked to better the lives of 
Louisianians and improve economic development, drainage and flood 
protection, transportation and crime protection, just to name a few ar-
eas,” said Senator Smith. “There is great opportunity in this next term 
to further this work and move Louisiana toward a more stable future. I 

want to thank the voters of District 19 for continuing to entrusting this 
duty to me. If I can be of service to you please contact me.”

Senator Smith’s district includes a slice of Kenner around the 
airport and along the river. The District 19 office for Senator Smith is 
located at 9 Apple Street in Norco. Senator Smith can be reached at 985-
764-9122 and his email address is smithgl@legis.la.gov.

In March 2013, state Representative Julie S. Stokes began repre-
senting the District 79 seat vacated by Tony Ligi and fulfilled his unex-
pired term. After serving the current term starting in 2016, Representa-
tive Stokes will be eligible to serve until the end of 2023 if re-elected 
again.

“I am honored by and thankful for the confidence that my district 
has shown in my re-election. I have truly appreciated the opportunity to 
get involved in state policy discussions and help craft a positive, competi-
tive direction for our state,” said Representative Stokes. “I look forward 
to working with the next administration to find solutions to the state’s 
fiscal crisis. The decisions that will be made in the upcoming sessions 
are of the utmost importance to our future. We must craft good fiscal 
policy that encourages private sector job growth and a healthy economy.”

The district of Representative Stokes includes most of north Ken-
ner and an adjacent portion of northwest Metairie along Lake Pontchar-
train. Representative Stokes’ office is located at 4203 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite 200 in Kenner. Her telephone number is 468-8603 and her email 
address is stokesj@legis.la.gov.

State Representative “Tom” Willmott started his first term as Dis-
trict 92 State Representative in 2008, is entering his third term and will 
be term-limited.

“I am truly honored and thankful to those citizens who live within 
state House District 92, which consists of parts the city of Kenner, Me-

tairie, River Ridge and St. Rose, for having re-elected me without opposi-
tion,” said Representative Willmott. “As I enter into my third term as 
state representative, I pledge to continue to represent the district with 
honor, integrity and independence.”

Representative Willmott’s district includes Kenner south of West 
Esplanade Avenue to the river and a small portion of Metairie’s west side. 
The District 92 office of Representative Willmott is located in Kenner at 
2002 20th Street, Suite 204-A. Willmott’s phone number is 465-3479 and 
his email address is willmott@legis.la.gov.

The Louisiana State Legislature will next convene on January 11, 
2016 for an organizational session which by law cannot exceed three leg-
islative days. The regular session of the legislature will convene on March 
14, 2016 and adjourn on June 6, 2016.  

All four legislators representing Kenner re-elected unopposed

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com
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Saint Philip Neri 
Early Learning Center

Now Hiring
The Saint Philip Neri Early Learning Center is a 

year round, developmental appropriate facility for 
children 6 weeks to 3 years old. Immediate  
positions available for full time employees.  

Benefits for full time employees include  
medical coverage, dental and vision insurance  

as well as a 401k program.

Experience in early child care preferred  
but not mandatory.

If interested, please contact Lori Robinette, Director

lrobinette@stphilipneri.org
(504) 887-2322
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State Senator 
Danny Martiny

State Senator 
Gary Smith

State Representative
Julie Stokes

State Representative 
Tom Willmott

On Election Day, Saturday, October 24, 2015, voters in Kenner will 
be able to elect six state officials and one Louisiana Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education (BESE) member.

In the race to succeed outgoing Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal 
are Scott A. Angelle (R), Beryl Billiot (NP), “Jay” Dardenne (R), Cary 
Deaton (D), John Bel Edwards (D), Jeremy “JW” Odom (NP), Eric 
Paul Orgeron (O), S. L. Simpson (D) and David Vitter (R).

A new lieutenant governor will be elected. On the ballot are El-
bert Lee Guillory (R), Melvin L. “Kip” Holden (D), “Billy” Nugesser (R) 
and John Young (R), outgoing Jefferson Parish President.

In the race for secretary of state, incumbent “Tom” Schedler (R) 
will face “Chris” Tyson (D).

Incumbent James D. “Buddy” Caldwell (R) will see challengers 
Geraldine “Geri” Broussard Baloney (D), Isaac “Ike” Jackson (D), “Jeff” 
Landry (R) and “Marty” Maley (R) on the ballot.

Current state treasurer John Kennedy (R) is challenged by Jen-

nifer Treadway (R).
“Charlie” Greer (D), Adrian “Ace” Juttner (G), Jamie LaBranche 

(R) are running against incumbent Michael G. “Mike Strain (R) for the 
position of state commissioner of agriculture and forestry.

Donald Hodge, Jr. (D), Charlotte C. McDaniel McGehee (D), Matt 
Parker (R) are trying to unseat “Jim” Donelon (R) as commissioner of 
insurance.

Kenner voters will be voting for a BESE member in District 1, Lee 
Price Barrios (R) will be facing current BESE member James “Jim” 
Garvey (R). In BESE District 2 which is in Kenner, Kira Orange Jones 
(D), the incumbent, will win back her seat after challenger Gwendolyn 
Bordenave (D) withdrew.

Early voting begins on October 10 and ends on October 17, 2015.
If necessary, runoff elections will be held on Saturday, No-

vember 21, 2015 with early voting beginning November 7 through 
November 14, 2015.  

State races on ballot for Kenner voters

his department obtained the services of the 
University of New Orleans’ Planning Division to 
conduct research to modernize the city’s zoning 
ordinance and eliminate any unnecessary 
and often confusing zoning procedures. “The 
goal is to address conventional uses, remove 
conflicting provisions, provide clarity and 
remove unnecessary procedures while streamlining processes,” said Hebert.

Last July, five town hall meetings were held in each of the respective 

council districts for citizen input. Following public viewing of the UDC, two 
additional city-wide town hall meetings will be held to discuss the content 
of the code. Upon conclusion of the town hall meetings, legislation will be 
drafted for adoption of the UDC.

That process will include review and recommendation by the Kenner 
Planning and Zoning Commission with final action by the Kenner City 
Council to adopt the new comprehensive code. The public will be provided 
the opportunity to speak at both the planning commission and city council 
public meetings.

For information on these events and more in Kenner, visit the Kenner 
Kalendar at www.kenner.la.us.    

Unified development code
 from page 1

Kenner Planning
Director Jay Hebert
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Jefferson Parish Councilman at Large, Division B.
In Jefferson Parish District 3, current councilman Mark Spears 

(D) drew no challengers and was re-elected.

Jon Gegenheimer (R), the incumbent Jefferson Parish Clerk of 
Court, drew William “Billy” Sherman, Jr. (R) as an opponent but won an 
eighth term in office when Sherman withdrew from the race.

Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilmember “Ben” Zahn (R) 
faced a challenger in Scarlett Alaniz (R) but won re-election when 
Alaniz was disqualified from the race.   

Salvo, Jr. (R), outgoing Jefferson Parish Division B Councilman at 
Large Elton Lagasse (R), “Al” Morella (O) and current Kenner Mayor 

“Mike” Yenni (R).
Incumbent Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell Normand (R) faces 

one challenger in Anthony Bloise (NP).

Incumbent Jefferson Parish District A Councilman at Large 
Chris Roberts (R) will face “Louie” Congemi (R) and James E. 

“Jimmy” Lawson, Jr. (D).
For the October 24 election, early voting will begin on October 

10 through October 17, 2015.
Runoff elections will be held on Saturday, November 21, 2015, with 

early voting from November 7 until November 14, 2015. The last date to 
register to vote in the November election is October 21, 2015.   

Jefferson Parish officials elected
 from page 1

Jefferson Parish races
 from page 1

Prostate cancer is the most com-
mon cancer and the second leading cause of cancer death among 
men, with approximately 200,000 new cases detected and 30,000 
deaths per year in the United States alone. These are staggering 
numbers, particularly given the advances in prostate cancer diag-
nosis and treatment in recent years. However, in 2012 the United 
States Preventive Task Force published a strong recommendation 
against the routine use of PSA (prostate specific antigen – a blood 
test used to determine men that are “at risk” for prostate cancer) 
for prostate cancer screening. We will explain and discuss why this 
blanket recommendation is a disservice to many men who could ben-
efit significantly from prostate screening and subsequent treatment.

Historically, the PSA test was seen in “black and white” terms with 
an abnormal value being over 4 and triggering a downstream chain of 
events that lead to overdetection and overtreatment of prostate cancer 
in many cases. However, at Ochsner Medical Center, we advocate for 
more intelligent and responsible interpretations of the test, applying 
the knowledge that the PSA will vary according to age, prostate size and 
ethnicity. With appropriate screening, we know that we can decrease 
prostate cancer mortality by up to 20 percent.

One reason for the condemnation of PSA screening is the aggres-
sive treatment of virtually all patients with prostate cancer. However, 
decades of research and observation have shown us that not all prostate 
cancers are created equal. Some prostate cancers are insignificant and 
with proper surveillance may never have any untoward effect on a pa-
tient’s health, while other prostate cancers are more aggressive and are 

indisputably better off being treated. The difficulty in the past has been 
determining which prostate cancers are the “bad” ones and warrant 
more aggressive treatment measures.

In general, low-risk prostate cancers are more aggressively being 
“watched” by what is called active surveillance, which primarily means 
the cancer is not treated but rather monitored to ensure it doesn’t prog-
ress. If low-risk prostate cancers progress, or if a patient has a more ag-
gressive form of the disease at the time of diagnosis, we can still achieve 
great outcomes with minimally invasive treatments.

At Ochsner, we have access to the most cutting-edge technologies 
including robotic surgery and the most advanced radiation therapies. We 
are a multidisciplinary team of physicians available to address any pros-
tate question or need you may have. We are also part of the Ochsner Can-
cer Network. Groundbreaking cancer research is conducted at Ochsner 
and made possible by the generosity of our donors. If you’d like to donate 
and help Ochsner save more lives please visit www.ochsner.org/giving.

If you require urology services, call Ochsner Medical Center-Ken-
ner at 443-9500 to schedule an appointment.    

Dr. Michael Maddox is a board eligible urologist with expertise 
in the evaluation and treatment of patients with a wide variety of 
urologic conditions. Dr. Maddox earned his medical degree from the 
University of Tennessee College of Medicine in Memphis, TN. He com-
pleted his surgery internship and urology residency at Rhode Island 
Hospital, Brown Medical School. He completed his fellowship training 
in endourology with a focus on laparoscopy and robotic surgery as 
well as minimally invasive kidney stone procedures at Tulane Univer-
sity School of Medicine.

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner offers 
comprehensive prostate care: 
What you should know
By Michael Maddox, M.D.

The acromioclavicular (AC) joint lo-
cated on top of the shoulder is commonly 
injured in athletes and active individuals. 
The superficial position of the AC joint just 
beneath the skin makes the joint suscep-

tible to direct trauma. The most common mechanism of injury involves a fall 
onto the top of the shoulder. The AC joint is comprised of the articulation 
between the end of the clavicle (collarbone) and the acromion (part of the 
shoulder blade).

Diagnosis of an AC joint injury is made by a careful history, physical 
examination and plain radiographs (X-rays). Patients commonly report a his-
tory of a fall onto the top of the shoulder with the arm at their side. A direct 
trauma or force to the top of the shoulder is another common mechanism 

of injury. Physical examination may show swelling and bruising to the top 
of the shoulder. Tenderness to palpation is present at the AC joint. Shoulder 
range of motion may be restricted secondary to pain. A visible deformity is 
present in higher grade injuries with the end of the clavicle dislocated com-
pletely from the acromion. Plain radiographs allow confirmation of injury to 
the AC joint as well as show amount and direction of displacement of the 
clavicle from the acromion. AC joint injuries are classified as types I through 
VI based on the magnitude and direction of displacement of the clavicle from 
the acromion.

Treatment of AC joint injuries is dictated by the type of injury. Types I 
and II are injuries with minimal displacement and are treated conservatively 
with a short period of immobilization followed by early shoulder range of 
motion, strengthening and gradual return to activity. Types IV, V and VI are 
complete AC joint dislocations in the posterior (to the back), superior (to 
the top) and inferior (to the bottom) directions respectively. These types 
of AC joint injuries are usually treated with surgery to reduce and stabilize 

the AC joint to its anatomic position. Treatment of type III injuries (disloca-
tion superiorly but with less displacement than type V) is a subject of debate. 
Some physicians recommend early surgery especially for high level throw-
ing athletes. For most patients an initial trial of non-operative treatment is 
recommended. Surgical treatment may be necessary in some patients with 
continued pain following conservative treatment.

In order to properly diagnose and treat AC joint injuries, an evaluation 
by an orthopedic surgeon is recommended.  

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with 
over 14 years of experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a 
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with fo-
cused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner, 
Metairie and Lakeview. For additional information call 467-5900 or visit 
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Shoulder acromioclavicular joint injuries common in athletes 
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.
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Treasure Chest is your favorite haunt  
in October
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

Halloween is 
coming! Time to bust 

out your costume and stock up on candy for all 
those trick-or-treaters. Halloween has always been 
a favorite holiday of children, but here at Treasure 
Chest we dare to ask – Why should the kids get all 
the treats? This October, Treasure Chest will have 
so many winners it’s scary!

That “Progressive Payday” top prize is still 
out there…lurking in the shadows. Saturday, Oc-
tober 10 at 9:00 p.m., 15 lucky guests will be drawn 
to win $100 up to our “Progressive Payday” top 
prize of $80,000 slot dollars. And remember, if the 

“Progressive Payday” prize is not won in October, it 
will roll over to November with another $10,000 
slot dollars added.

Rule number one of any horror is that there 
is safety in numbers. Never split up your party. So 
Saturday, October 24 from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 
p.m., Treasure Chest is throwing a party you’ll 
never want to leave! Back by popular demand, it’s 
Treasure Fest! Enjoy free live music from Bag of 
Donuts and Rockin’ Dopsie, Jr. on Treasure Chest’s 
front lawn. Food and drinks will be available for 
purchase with all proceeds supporting Dawn Bust-
ers Kiwanis Club.

Then once the party’s over, come on inside 
to take shelter from the darkness and play the 

“Ghostly Games Kiosk” game! Earn 250 points from 
noon until midnight and swipe your B Connected 
card at the kiosk. Match three of the ghostly crea-
tures to win the amount shown. Every swipe is a 
guaranteed winner!

On Halloween night from 7:00 p.m. until 
11:00 p.m., join us for the “Spooktacular Giveaway!” 
31 winners will be selected to win $310 slot dollars. 
Then at 11:00 p.m., all winners will have a chance 
to win an additional $131 to $10,031 slot dollars! 
Will you be called as a winner? Come to Treasure 
Chest to find out because “The call is coming 
from inside the house!

That’s an entire month of hauntingly good 
fun here at Treasure Chest. Don’t miss out on a 
second of it! Happy Halloween and as always, we’ll 
see you on the lake.  

Mike Garms is the general manager of Trea-
sure Chest Casino which is located at 5050 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain in 
Laketown. For more information, visit www.treasu-
rechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

October free live entertainment at Treasure 
Chest Casino

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on 
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 
443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject to change.  

Thurs., October 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., October 2
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Remixers

Sat., October 3
9:00 p.m.-1:00a.m.

The Good Fellin’ Band

Sun., October 4
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., October 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., October 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., October 9
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Witness

Sat., October 10
9:00 pm-1:00 am
Limited Edition

Sun., October 11
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., October 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., October 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., October 16
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Cullen Landry  
& Midnight Streetcar

Sat., October 17
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Rick Mocklin & South-
ern Voice

Sun., October 18
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., October 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., October 22
Closed for Private 

Event

Fri., October 23
8:00 p.m.-12: a.m.

BRW

Sat., October 24
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Flipside

Sun., October 25
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., October 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., October 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., October 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

River City Hit Squad

Sat., October 31
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Off the Hook

Safest large city
 from page 1

Glaser thanked Yenni and the Kenner City 
Council for supporting the department and said he 
was extremely proud of the department.

“I know how hard each and every member 

of the department works,” Glaser said. “I believe 
this news will only serve to motivate the men and 
women of the department to work even harder to 
retain this prestigious ranking.”

For the complete list, go to www.valuepenguin.
com/2015/07/2015-safest-places-louisiana.   
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Latin American News
“Hispanic Heritage Month” celebrated in October    
By Rafael E. Saddy

“Hispanic Heritage Month” was initi-
ated by Congress in 1968 to celebrate the 
diverse cultures, traditions and valuable 
contributions of Hispanic/Latino people 

in the United States. Congress chose September to commemorate His-
panic culture as September 15 is the anniversary of independence of 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. In addi-
tion, Mexico declared its independence on September 16, followed by 
Chile on September 18.

The projected growth in the U.S. for those of Hispanic descent by 
2050 is estimated in excess of 102.6 million or 24 percent of the nation’s 
total population. Today there are more Hispanics in the United States 
than there are in Spain. Mexico and Colombia are the only two nations 
with larger Hispanic populations than the U.S.

In our own back yard over the past years, the city of Kenner has 
probably seen the greatest leap in Latin population growth, with a diver-
sified mix of people from the Latin countries of Central America, South 
America, the Caribbean and Europe.

Hispanic Heritage Month festivities and presentations are taking 
place all over the greater New Orleans and River Region area. Most of 
the organizers extend an invitation to everyone to join in the festivities 
and family events with free admission. For more information you can 
call 464-4619.

Community announcements
October 6 – 10 Que Pasa Fest 2015, a five-day festival filled with 

music and dance to be held at various locations throughout the greater 
New Orleans area. Festivities will begin Tuesday, October 6 and culmi-
nate Saturday, October 10, 2015, with an outdoor festival for the whole 
family at the Al Copeland Meadow Concert area in Lafreniere Park in 
Metairie. For information call 615-9070.

October 10 – Asociación de Guatemala en Louisiana coronation 
and gala dance for the 2015-2016 Senorita Guatemala Queen at the Jef-
ferson Orleans North in Metairie from 9:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. Music by 
Ovi’G and the Froggies (Los Ranas). For information call 810-8831.

October 11 – Audubon Zoo presents Celebración Latina at the 
Audubon Zoo. Music, entertainment, cultural presentations, folkloric 
dances, cuisine and community outreach agencies. For information call 
212-5253.

October 10-17 – Early voting in Kenner at 408 Minor Street; in 
East Jefferson at 1221, Elmwood Park Blvd, Suite 502 in Jefferson; in 
West Jefferson at 5001 Westbank Expressway, Suite C-2 in Marrero.

October 24 – Gubernatorial primary election
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various pro-

grams as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. 
For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse 
channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to 
www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo.

I leave you with this thought. “The Hispanic community under-
stands the American dream and have not forgotten what they were 
promised – that in the U.S. a free market system allows us all to succeed 
economically, achieve stability and security for our family and leave our 
children better off than ourselves.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin Ameri-
can Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the board 
of directors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Email 
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to 
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Health

Ochsner Health System and Adeptus Health Inc. announced on 
September 3, 2015, that they have entered into a new partnership aimed 
at improving access to emergency medical care in Louisiana. The joint 
venture will identify multiple sites for freestanding emergency rooms, 
starting in greater New Orleans, to make access to emergency medical 
care services within communities more convenient. The freestanding 
emergency rooms are expected to provide Louisiana residents with en-
hanced, integrated care and emergent patients with quicker access to 
all of the services provided by Ochsner. Once open, the new facilities are 
expected to create additional full-time jobs.

“We want to offer a full spectrum of care and see patients when and 
where they want to be seen,” said Warner Thomas, president and chief 
executive officer of Ochsner. “This partnership is truly an extension of 
that effort and is expected to ensure that many Louisiana residents will 
no longer have to drive more than 30 minutes when they need critical, 
emergency care services.”

The American College of Emergency Physicians’ (ACEP) 2014 
National Report Card demonstrated the need for additional access to 
emergency medical care. The most recent ACEP survey highlights emer-
gency visits are on the rise. The overwhelming response from physicians 
noted that this rise is combined in part with an increase in the acuity of 
patients’ injuries and/or illnesses. This underscores the growing need for 
additional access points to high quality, 24/7 emergency care.

“We look forward to working with Ochsner to expand access to 
emergency medical care in Louisiana,” said Thomas S. Hall, chairman 
and chief executive officer of Adeptus Health. “Strategic partnerships 
with leading healthcare systems, such as Ochsner, are a vital part of our 
plan as we help transform the delivery of emergency medical care in the 
United States. Through this partnership, we’re proud to expand into our 
fourth state and reach more patients who seek quality emergency care 
within their communities.”  

Ochsner Health System and Adeptus Health partner to 
enhance emergency medical care in Louisiana

Substances such as corticosteroids, 
analgesics and saline injected into myo-
fascial trigger points into muscle were 
first proposed by Dr. Janet Travell and Dr. 

David Simon dating back to the early 1940s. In 1979, Dr. Karel Lewit, 
a Czech physician, introduced a study that emphasized the “needling 
effect” into the trigger point without injecting a substance, was as ef-
fective in the treatment of musculoskeletal pain. The conclusion of the 
study was that the effect of the injection caused a mechanical stimula-
tion of the trigger point with the needle alone whereby the pain and 
dysfunction decreased dramatically.

Dry needling is not acupuncture, a practice based on traditional 
Chinese medicine and performed by acupuncturists. Dry needling is 
a part of modern Western medicine principles and is now becoming 
widely accepted and supported by research as an excellent rehabilita-
tion tool to improve motion and decrease pain in myofascial dysfunc-
tion during physical therapy.

Dry needling is a technique physical therapists can use to treat 
myofascial pain. The technique uses a “dry” needle, one without medi-
cation or injections, inserted through the skin into areas of the muscle 
known as trigger points. A trigger point is a taut band of muscle per-

ceived as a “knot” located within a larger muscle group. Trigger points 
can be tender to the touch and touching a trigger point may cause pain 
to other parts of the body. Dry needling involves a thin filiform needle 
that penetrates the skin and stimulates underlying myofascial trig-
ger points and muscular and connective tissues. The needle allows a 
physical therapist to target these tissues that are painful and could be 
restricting normal motion in a particular area of the body. Studies have 
noted that a “twitch” often occurs when a needle is inserted into the 
trigger point and this “twitch” may be a sign that the treatment will be 
helpful and most of the time, immediate improvement in the patient’s 
pain and motion is seen.

Dry needling can help speed up the patient’s return to active re-
habilitation and resuming a normal lifestyle.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Or-
thopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in 
Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. 
Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department of Allied 
Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at 
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at 
kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Dry needling in physical therapy
By Craig Goodwin
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Oktoberfest
 from page 1

American favorites of chicken nuggets, corn nuggets 
and French fries will be offered each weekend. 
There will also be 14 different German beers to enjoy. 
Visit www.oktoberfestnola.com/menu to see the 
daily menu.

Oktoberfest will feature live music 
performances from opening until closing each 
festival day. Yodel Blitz, a yodel-blitzing group 
providing polka dancing, beer drinking music, will 
perform live on the first weekend. Das Ist Lustig, a 
traditional German and Alpine music group will be 
performing on October 16 and 17 with Off the Grid 
Band’s polka beat’s musicians entertaining on the 
last weekend. Other German bands scheduled to 
perform during Oktoberfest include The Bräts, Prost, 
Dixie Hofkapelle and Der Guten Tag Hop Cloppers. 
The 610 Stompers and the Disco Amigos will also be 

performing with times and dates to be announced.
“The turnout for Oktoberfest has grown to the 

point that it is the single biggest event during the 
year in Rivertown,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
said. “This event will delight the kids but it is just as 
much fun for the adults as well. If you are one of the 
few that hasn’t yet experienced Oktoberfest, I urge 
you to come down and enjoy the fun.”

On the three weekends of the festival, the doors 
will open on Fridays at 4:00 p.m. and close at 11:00 
p.m. On Saturdays, the festival will run from 1:00 p.m. 
until 11:00 p.m. Admission is $6 at the door. There 
is no charge for children under 12. Members of the 
active military are welcomed without charge.

For more information on Oktoberfest, the music 
schedule, to join Deutsches Haus or to volunteer for 
the event, visit www.OktoberfestNola.com. facility 
will include a parking lot able to accommodate 110 
vehicles.  
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Pontchartrain Beach
 from page 1

numerous calls and emails from other individuals 
and collectors also interested in the Pontchartrain 
Beach memorabilia, Kenner Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni said. And some made formal offers. Thus, 
the city needed to welcome other offers and sell 
to the highest bidder. So, to comply with state 
law, came the city council deferral. “There is an 
enormous level of interest in anything to do with 
Pontchartrain Beach,” Yenni said. “An auction is 
clearly the best way to proceed.”

The initial five items included a haunted 
house car, paper mache elephant, round wall 
light fixtures, Pontchartrain Beach signs and the 
mummy-like sarcophagus used in the haunted 
house.

The plan now is for city workers to first 
create an inventory of all Pontchartrain Beach 
items stored anywhere in the city. It is unclear 
how many additional items are involved, but there 
are more pieces in storage in Veterans Park.

After that inventory is finished, every item 
will be appraised, and a date for an auction of the 
memorabilia will be set – hopefully before the end 
of the year, said city officials.

Additional information, including photos, 

will be available on all items to be included in 
the auction as it gets closer to the future auction 
date. In the meantime, anyone with questions can 
contact Kenner Public Information Officer Bob 
Ross at 468-4091.   
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Community

Ochsner Health System will again be the pre-
senting sponsor of the New Orleans Baby and Child 
Fest, the largest pregnancy and parenting expo in 
the southeast, scheduled for Saturday, October 3, 
2015, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. to be held at 
the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, which offers 
free parking.

“Ochsner is proud to once again be the pre-
senting sponsor of New Orleans Baby and Child 
Fest because it is an opportunity for our healthcare 
professionals to provide patient education directly 
to families throughout the community,” said Lisa 
Pellerin, Ochsner Health System Vice President of 

Women’s/NICU Services. “Part of our mission is to 
take active and leading roles in promoting health 
and good lifestyle choices and this event is a perfect 
way for families to get the information they need to 
support their healthy choices.’

New Orleans Baby and Child Fest has enjoyed 
a long relationship with Ochsner, dating back to the 
first expo in 2010. Aside from Ochsner’s significant 
presence, the expo will also feature more than 100 
exhibitors and sponsors, which include pediatri-
cians, monogramming services, children’s boutiques, 
photographers, children’s books and local authors, 
interactive kid’s activities, financial services, shop-

ping for mom and more. The event will also offer 
character meet and greets, inflatables, toddler toys 
and a baby crawling contest.

“Local businesses are very important to our 
community and we love to spotlight and support as 
many of them as we can under one roof,” said Jen-
nifer Walker, founder of New Orleans Baby and Child 
Fest. “Thousands of potential customers are exposed 
to their products during the expo. It’s a unique op-
portunity for families to learn, shop and play.”

New Orleans Baby and Child Fest has wel-
comed more than 3,000 attendees each year and is 
the must-do event for local businesses that cater to 

parents, babies and children and the must-attend 
event for expectant parents and young families 
across the region.

“This is a great event for families and others 
who may be looking for holiday gift ideas and more,” 
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “We are excited 
to have the Baby and Child Fest back in the city of 
Kenner.”

Tickets are $8 at the door and $5 in advance 
at www.BabyandChildFest.com. Call 298-8234 for 
information.  

Ochsner Health System returns as presenting sponsor of 6th annual family expo
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