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State legislators face $1.6 billion budget deficit in this session, Rep. Stokes takes lead on fiscal issues
By Allan Katz
The Louisiana state 2015 regular legislative session convened in the state capitol of Baton Rouge on
April 13 and will adjourn on June 11, 2015. As the state
constitution requires, the odd-numbered year session is
centered on the consideration of certain revenue, tax
and budget issues with limited discussion of other “general” legislation. The focus on the budget and related
revenue issues is especially appropriate this year as
the state faces a $1.6 billion budget shortfall with significant budget cuts a possibility for both health care
services and higher education. Governor Bobby Jindal
has proposed changes in certain refundable tax credits to help offset some of the cuts and legislators have
filed a long list of bills that offer alternatives to close
the budget gap.
In this session, state Representative Julie Stokes,

R-Kenner, has emerged as a leader in the Louisiana
Legislature’s efforts to cope with the state’s $1.6 billion
deficit.
Representative Stokes, who in private life is a
certified public accountant, has been propelled into a
leadership role because of her CPA skills although she
is only in her first term in the legislature. Her name appears on 34 bills – more than any other legislator – including a 12-bill package that, if passed into law, would
eliminate Louisiana’s inventory tax, making both local
governments and businesses whole.
State Senator Danny Martiny, R-Kenner, says of
Rep. Stokes, “I am incredibly proud of Julie. Although
she was only elected to the Legislature in 2013, her CPA
skills are a perfect fit for the fiscal crisis that our state
faces. This has become Julie’s moment because she is
very smart, has learned how the legislature functions,
understands the politics of our current crisis and really

State Senator
Danny Martini

State Senator
Gary Smith

cares about the well-being of voters in Kenner, Metairie
and the state of Louisiana.”
Rep. Stokes says, “Governor Jindal has sent word
to us that he will veto any bills that raise revenues. So,
we are going to have to balance the budget and eliminate the deficit without raising taxes. It’s a tremendous
challenge but I think it’s doable. I’m very proud of the

Kenner Planning Commission adopts
Pattern-for-Progress Comprehensive Plan

Pro beach volleyball tour
is coming to Kenner

On Wednesday, April 22, 2015 the city of Kenner’s Planning Commission adopted the Pattern-forProgress Comprehensive Plan. The plan will serve as
an every-day public policy tool to guide growth and
development and assist city officials and residents in
post-disaster recovery in the event one should take
place.
The Comprehensive Plan, also known as a Master Plan, is an expansion of the 2008 city council adopted Pattern-for-Progress Land Use Plan.
In 2011 the state of Louisiana announced the
opening of the Comprehensive Resiliency Program.
This was a $10 million pilot grant program that pro-

Pro volleyball is returning to the New Orleans
area after a 16 year absence. The city of Kenner will
be the site of the Association of Volleyball Professionals New Orleans Open, the first tournament of the
2015 AVP Pro Beach volleyball tour season featuring
male and female Olympic stars and local standouts.
This ultimate beach festival will feature interactive
activations, music, food and more.
The open qualifying tournament will be held
on Thursday, May 21, 2015 on four courts at Coconut
Beach, the largest man-made sand volleyball complex in the United States, which is located at 100 Coconut Beach Court near Kenner’s Laketown.

vided disaster recovery funds to state communities
who were impacted by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.
The non-construction funds would cover the cost for
coastal communities to create local plans in effort to
becoming more resilient in the event of future natural disasters.
The city of Kenner applied for and was awarded a $238,000 grant to fund two projects. First, to
expand its Pattern-for-Progress land use plan into
a comprehensive plan by adding four additional elements – economic development, housing, critical
facilities and resiliency implementation. Second, to

Free “Music in the Park”
concert series returns in May
For the ninth
spring, the popular
live “Music in the Park”
concert series returns
to Kenner’s Rivertown,
starting May 1, 2015.
Rivertown will come alive on five Friday nights as popular local rock
bands perform on the back porch of the Kenner Produce Company
shed of Heritage Park, located in the 300 block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free concerts, held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.,
booths will be manned by local food, refreshment and craft vendors.
Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside
food or drink will be permitted.
Groovy 7 will be playing the opening night concert on May 1 with
Troy Marks and No Idea playing on May 8. On May 15 the popular Top
Cats will perform and The Strays will entertain on May 22. Papa C’s
and The Slamming Horns band will round out the series on May 29.
For more information call 468-7231.

page 18

State Representative
Julie Stokes

State Representative
Thomas Wilmott

fact that many brand-new coalitions have arisen in the
legislature – Republicans, Democrats and Independents, north, south and central Louisiana – to cope with
the terrible fiscal situation that we’re in.”
Rep. Stokes also said, “I think that we can use
this session to set the stage for the new governor, to be
page 19
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The Memorial Day weekend main draw event
will be held Friday, May 22 through Sunday, May 24,
2015 in Laketown on new courts built by AVP. The
tour will truck in thousands of pounds of high quality
sand to create AVP standard volleyball courts.
“We are pleased that AVP managing partner
Donald Sun has chosen to include Kenner on the AVP
page 18

New recreation master plan
approved with goal of boosting
participation in Kenner sports

Family-oriented “Movies in the
Park” in Rivertown every Saturday
in May

The Kenner City Council has approved a significant change in the
way the city’s playgrounds will be operated, authorizing a new master plan
that requires the recreation director to study every playground in the city
and recommend any changes that could boost participation, including the
possibility of leasing some playgrounds to private sports academies.
Strict boundaries that used to determine where kids played youth
sports is another of the changes in the new master plan for recreation.
“Having these restrictive boundaries really makes no sense in this day
and age,” Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley said. “It’s the
same with sports academies. They are now the wave of the future and Kenner will be one of the pioneers. This is very progressive.”
The council’s 6-1 vote on April 23, 2015, vote followed a nearly yearlong study of recreation departments throughout the metropolitan area
and state conducted by Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato,
Kenner Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli and Quigley, a former Jefferson Parish recreation director.
Statistics of youth participation for the past 12 years in Kenner

The city of Kenner’s
Department of Parks and
Recreation will again sponsor a free community event,
“Movies in the Park,” in
Heritage Park in Rivertown each Saturday in May at 8:00 p.m. On May
2, through May 30, 2015, “Movies in the Park” will be open to the public and will feature full-length family-oriented movie features shown
on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen in high-definition. Moviegoers are
encouraged to bring chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which will
be reminiscent of an old-time drive-in movie theater, weather permitting. Concessions will be sold, but in order to keep the movies free, no
outside food or drink will be allowed.
The movies being shown are “Mr. Peabody and Sherman” on May
2, “Paddington Bear” on May 9, “Night at the Museum Secret of the
Tomb” on May 16, “Big Hero 6” on May 23 and “Penguins of Madagascar” on May 30.
For more information call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.
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www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

Omprehensive

c

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

care for women of all ages.

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner we care for
women through all stages of their lives – from
pregnancy to annual check-ups and menopause, we
can handle it all. When it's time to have a baby, our
Family Birthing Center includes private birthing
rooms, a Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and
free prenatal classes.
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Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM
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plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

Coxinha

Your appointment is just a few clicks away with

ONLINE APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING
for patients through

homemADe spiCes

.

Visit my.ochsner.org.

deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada
traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice
sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

Brazilian B
urgers

start at $5
.75

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
fast
Brearvked
se
Daily
Primary Care AD_5w-13.125t.indd 1

2/19/15 2:57 PM

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd 1

2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm
www.brazilianmarketcafe.com
1/26/14 11:57 AM
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Recipe Corner
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NOW

OPEN
2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

It’s Festival Season in the Big Easy!
Time for Fun in the
Sun and Refreshing
KEY LIME PIE!

287-4492

Low Gas Prices

CAJUNLAND

By foodieforone.com
And if you can’t find the petite Key limes, regular limes
will work, as well.
Crush fresh graham crackers, juice limes and whisk
together condensed milk and egg yolks, and, that fast,
you’ll have a beautiful Key Lime Pie chilling in the fridge. Best if made a day ahead to chill before
serving. Top with whipped cream and garnish with lime curl – it’s divine!
For the homemade graham crust
1 1/4 cups graham cracker crumbs; 2 tablespoons granulated sugar; 5 tablespoons melted butter
Combine all and press into a 9 inch pie plate. Bake for 10 minutes at 350°. Allow to completely cool.

5.99

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

For the luscious, creamy pie filling

16

1 14 ounce can condensed milk; 4 large egg yolks; 5 ounces fresh squeezed key lime juice
Whisk all together in a bowl. Allow to set a few minutes to thicken. Pour into cooled graham cracker
crust and place in a preheated 350° oven for 15 minutes. Remove pie and allow to cool completely
before setting in the fridge to chill. The longer the chill, the better the pie! I guarantee it will be
better the following day!

99

.

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

99
19.

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE

SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING
headquarters!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

Stavo’s Homemade Whipped Cream recipe can be found at Foodieforone whipped cream!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe Corner_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 4:14 PM

2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
Monday - Thursday
7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday
7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

IceHouse_0515.indd 1

Mothers Day is May 10th
Treat Your Mother
on Mother’s Day!
4/25/15 4:15 PM
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AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Birds

Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes Adventure
Presented by:

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned to
look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how
generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 45 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light.
Laser animations bring to life selections from Lady Gaga, Lil’ Jon, Katy Perry, Lorde,
and Pharrell Williams among many others! This show is sure to get you poppin’!

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

MegadomeAd_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 4:18 PM

MOVIES
IN THE
PARK
IN KENNER’S
HERITAGE PARK
Enjoy family friendly features under the stars on a 25-foot outdoor
movie screen! Bring your own lawn chair or blanket! Weather permitting!

SHOWTIME AT 8PM!
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Mr. Peabody & Sherman
Paddington Bear
Night at the Museum Secret of the Tomb
Big Hero 6
Penguins of Madagascar

CONCESSIONS FOR SALE!

NO OUTSIDE FOOD, DRINK, OR PETS ALLOWED!

NOW Open Every Saturday • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

For more info, 468-7231 or visit, www.kenner.la.us
Movies in the Park_0515.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0515.indd 1

4/17/15 5:44 AM

Farmers Market_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 4:23 PM
4/25/15 4:33 PM
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from The Editor

Jefferson Parish’s growing tourism industry seeks funds to bring more business to
Kenner’s Pontchartrain Center
By Allan Katz

Of all the thousands of bills being debated in Baton Rouge
at the current session of the legislature, there is one
that is of special interest to Kenner’s tourism-related
businesses.
The Jefferson Parish Convention and Visitors
Bureau (JCVB) is promoting legislation that, if passed,
would allow Jefferson Parish hotels to charge a selfimposed Tourism Support Assessment fee. The funds
derived from the added fee charged to guests would be
used by the convention and visitor’s bureau to better
promote tourism in Jefferson.
The enhanced marketing could be more than
new business for area hotels. The dedicated funds
could help bring additional business to the Kenner’s
Pontchartrain Center and other tourism amenities.
The JCVB selected a top-rated legislator to champion
the bill. Senator Danny Martiny, R-Kenner, the most
senior member of the legislature who has pushed
more bills to final passage than any other legislator
currently serving, is the lead author.
Violet Peters, president and chief executive offi-

MAY 2015

cer of the JCVB, says that if the bill is passed and the
vast a majority of JCVB member hotels participate, the
assessment is expected to raise $850,000 annually for
Jefferson Parish tourism marketing. If it comes to pass,
the money will be used for an advertising campaign to
bring leisure visitors to Jefferson Parish and a sales
effort targeting specifics groups to focus on Jefferson
Parish for their annual and bi-annual meetings at the
Pontchartrain Center in Kenner.
Peters said, “The enhanced campaign and effort means new business for the Pontchartrain Center
as we target organizations which could utilize this
convention facility and the many surrounding hotels
that can accommodate convention attendees. The additional funds will allow us to compete more aggressively against cities and parishes across Louisiana that
have fewer hotel rooms but have as much as four times
more to spend in tourism incentive packages to win
convention business.”
Despite being outspent by competitor convention and visitors bureaus, JCVB has helped Jefferson
Parish tourism become a $1 billion industry employing
almost 10,000 people. Said Peters, “It’s important and
time for this bureau to show its strength and create
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First-term legislator Julie Stokes makes an
impact in Baton Rouge
State Representative Julie Stokes, whose district
includes north Kenner, is in her first term in the Louisiana Legislature. Usually, first-term legislators are
well advised to keep a low profile and learn the ropes
before sharing their thoughts in public forums.
But, in this case, Rep. Stokes’ skills as a certified
public accountant have propelled her to a much larger
role as the Louisiana Legislature struggles to cope
with a $1.6 billion deficit. The task has been made
even more difficult by Governor Bobby Jindal’s promise to veto any tax increases.

In coming up with a strategy to try to balance the
budget, Rep. Stokes has ended up with her name on 34
bills, including a 12-bill package that would eliminate
Louisiana’s inventory tax.
In all of this, Rep. Stokes has handled herself
with extraordinary dexterity. Most importantly, considering the role she is playing, Rep. Stokes has been
careful not to say a word critical of Governor Jindal or
his policies. Her role in all of this closely resembles the
tight-rope walker who cannot afford a single misstep.
Stokes, a 42-year-old graduate of the University of New
Orleans accounting program, has won the admiration
of insiders like Senator Martiny who have seen other
prodigies come and go.
Many of us might well agree with Rep. Stokes
when she says that Louisiana’s 2015 governor’s election may be one of the most important in Louisiana
history. She may also be right when she says, “There
are three outstanding Republican candidates in the
governor’s race. It is of the utmost importance that
we elect a governor that will not allow Louisiana to get
into a desperate situation like this again.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

Political
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

its own additional funding source so that we may grow
to new heights in occupancy, rate and overall tourism
business.”
In 2013, the Louisiana Legislature passed an Orleans Parish-specific Tourism Support Assessment bill
that is attempting to be mirrored by Jefferson Parish.
That legislation passed to support Orleans Parish and
is, today, earning rave reviews from hoteliers and other
tourism industry stakeholders.

Hillary Clinton, the queen of scandals
By Jeff Crouere
Ever since she
burst upon the national
scene in the early 90s,
Hillary Clinton has been
associated with one scandal after another. From the Whitewater investigation to the
shady dealings in the White House Travel Office, there was
always some sort of unsavory connection to Hillary Clinton.
This baggage undoubtedly hurt Clinton when she ran for
president in 2008 and was one of the reasons she lost to an
upstart junior senator from Illinois.
Clinton supporters were hoping this presidential
election would be a clean start for Hillary and a chance to
focus on her supposed “achievements.” Unfortunately for
the Clinton supporters, Americans are once again associating Clinton with a non-stop array of scandals.
A new book is claiming that Clinton, as secretary of
state, provided favors for the big donors to her foundation.
In effect, the author paints a picture of an ethically challenged public official selling her office.
This allegation comes only weeks after the email
scandal broke. Fortunately for Hillary, she is being treated
with kid gloves by House Republicans. Democrats know
how to use a scandal to their political advantage. Look at
what they did during Watergate and Iran-Contra. In contrast, Republicans are notoriously bashful about using their
power to investigate scandals involving Democrats.
In the case of her questionable emails, Hillary Clinton likely circumvented the Federal Records Act by using
a private email system. After a subpoena, she destroyed
30,000 emails and wiped a server “clean” after refusing
to provide it to an independent investigator. She claimed
the server did not suffer any security breaches, but no one
outside of the Clinton team was allowed to verify that statement. Along with her associates, she determined which of
the 60,000 emails she sent during her tenure as secretary of
state would be presented to the State Department.

Of course, there is one set of laws for normal people
and another set of laws for Hillary Clinton, who has been
getting away with unethical behavior ever since she turned
$1,000 into $100,000 in cattle futures. In this case, her deception is even more of a problem because it was revealed
just weeks before the announcement of her presidential
campaign.
Back in the Watergate scandal, Richard Nixon was
pilloried by Democrats due to an 18 minute gap in what
might have been an incriminating audio tape. It was assumed that Nixon discussed details of the Watergate coverup during that infamous interlude. In comparison, Hillary
Clinton makes Richard Nixon look like an amateur. According to former Judge Andrew Napolitano, a Fox News
contributor, “she could have taught Richard Nixon a lesson.”
Instead of the State Department determining which
emails were private and which ones were personal, Clinton
made the determination herself. In Napolitano’s view, “she
disabled the record keeper from doing it because she was
the record keeper.” Napolitano urged a prosecutor to have
“enough courage” to charge the former secretary of state
with obstruction of justice and destruction of documents.
Of course, in the Eric Holder Justice Department, no prosecutor will be charging Hillary Clinton with anything.
Napolitano says that Clinton’s actions are “ten times
worse” than what General David Petraeus did in giving
classified information to his biographer and mistress.
While Petraeus pleaded guilty to one count of unauthorized
removal and retention of classified material, Clinton will
undoubtedly face no charges for her potentially criminal
behavior.
In her news conference addressing the email scandal, Clinton claimed that she mixed personal and professional emails because she wanted to use only one device,
a BlackBerry, for such communications. However, the
Associated Press recently discovered that Clinton had an
iPad which she also used for email communications. In response to a Freedom of Information Act request, the State

Department released a scant total of four Hillary Clinton
emails, but those messages divulged a wealth of information, contradicting Hillary’s statements on the email issue.
Not only did the Associated Press learn that Hillary
had another device for emails, it was also discovered that
she mixed up personal and professional correspondence.
In one email to her top assistant Huma Abedin, Clinton
asked about “attractive boxes/baskets” among other house
decorations. This response occurred after Abedin sent
Clinton information about drone strikes in Pakistan. Obviously, Clinton’s email account was used for a variety of
purposes and she could not keep track of her personal and
work emails, which is why the entire server should have
been made available to House investigators.
To get some answers, Congressman Trey Gowdy (RSC), chairman of the House Select Committee investigating the Benghazi attack, has asked Clinton to appear before his members for a private interview. A better approach
would be for House Republicans to stop the preferential
treatment of Hillary and demand that she answer questions under oath in a public hearing, just like Democrats
have treated Republicans for decades.
In the view of Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus, Clinton’s activities are “criminal in
nature.” The only way to find out for sure is to place Clinton as well as her associates under oath. It is time for the
House Republicans to start playing hardball with a woman
who has used those tactics against her political opponents
throughout her entire life.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,”
airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the north shore.
Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Let’s support the AVP pro beach volleyball tourney, it’s good for Kenner
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
In just a few
weeks, some of the top
athletes in the world
will arrive in Kenner
to compete in the first
stop of the Association of Volleyball Professionals pro
beach volleyball tournament.
The event is planned over Memorial Day weekend, May 22-24, and I’m excited about the opportunity
for Kenner to get some national exposure because the
finals will be broadcast on national television.
I’m also excited about the opportunity to make
this a regular stop on the AVP tour, and I’m confident
businesses and residents in Kenner, Jefferson Parish
and throughout the metropolitan area will support this
exciting event.

Beach volleyball is one of the most popular
events in the Summer Olympics, and if you come to the
AVP tournament later this month, you’ll be watching
players like Kerri Walsh Jennings and Phil Dalhausser.
These are elite athletes who have won gold medals for
the U.S. and could be competing for more medals at
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janiero.
The AVP tour actually sought out Kenner for this
event, after learning about the active volleyball community in the area and Coconut Beach, the largest
man-made volleyball complex in the country that’s
located in Laketown.
The Greater New Orleans Sports Foundation is
handling a lot of details as far as marketing, tickets and
VIP accommodations. More information on single day
or weekend tickets, as well as corporate sponsorships,

is available by visiting their website, www.avp.com.
I have to admit that I’m just as excited that we
have been able to negotiate some significant free admission for this tournament with the AVP officials. I’ve
always believed that the sixth largest city in the state
should offer some free events and a variety of festivals
and fun for residents.
A temporary tournament grandstand and viewing area that can accommodate network television and
provide the space and amenities for both the athletes
and spectators will be constructed on land not too far
from the Pontchartrain Center in Laketown. The layout includes a grassy area not too far from the courts
where people can watch the action for free.
But the AVP tournament is far from the only free
event in Kenner. In fact, the spring could be the best

time of the year for free events in the city.
We just finished hosting “Crawfish Boils on the
Lake” with the Treasure Chest, which included free
concerts from top local bands. Our Music in the Park
and Movies in the Park series offers families a free concert on Friday nights in May followed by a free movie
on Saturday nights – all in Heritage Park in Rivertown.
Those events continue to grow in popularity, and I’m proud that Kenner is able to offer these
kinds of free or low-cost events to entertain the entire family.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Code violation complaints can now be made anonymously on city’s website
By Aimee Vallot – Kenner’s Director of Inspection and Code Enforcement Department
As my one year
anniversary has come
and gone as the Kenner Inspection and
Code Enforcement
Director, the department has made great strides in increasing the number of services we provide to the citizens of the city.
That has been possible, in part, because of a

$512,000 renovation of the department that was completed last summer and included extensive improvements to the building in the City Hall complex where
our office takes up the first floor.
An open floor plan means everyone in the department can see when customers are waiting for
service. In addition, cross-training of employees was
designed to reduce the wait times for customers.
One of the most noticeable changes in the past

year in the department has been a dramatic increase
in the number of code enforcement sweeps. Mayor
Michael S. Yenni specifically requested that we respond to complaints from the public by conducting
more code sweeps and targeting some areas of the
city where residents have complained about code issues. In the past two months of 2014, we issued more
than 900 violations or warnings during code sweeps.
Our inspectors are being thanked as they
conduct these sweeps, which have increased the
accountability of absentee landlords and property
owners. In addition, there has been a substantial
increase in owner demolitions of properties as well
as a few demolitions of commercial properties. The
department still has much work to do, but we are
most certainly making big steps in reducing blight
within the city.
An important customer service benefit has just
been added to the city’s website. You can already renew your occupational license online by utilizing the
city’s website. Now, citizens can lodge non-emergency complaints about code violations they may notice
around their neighborhood or where they work.
There is a dropdown menu of about 12 to 13
non-emergency complaints – everything from high
grass and abandoned vehicles to soffit and fascia

issues and junked cars. While we ask that you provide a name and email, we protect your identity and
actually use the email to keep you up-to-date on our
investigation into the complaint.
Additionally, there have been some changes
with regard to giving notice to property owners who
fail to cut their grass in a timely manner. Our department originally would send certified notices via U.S.
mail, but that had become a steep expense. However,
a specific section within the city’s code also provides
that notices may be sent via regular U.S. mail as long
as it is accompanied by an advertisement published
for two consecutive days in the official journal for the
city. This will substantially reduce expenses within
the department as we approach the summer season
– a time when we normally see an increase in the volume of city grass-cutting.
Mayor Yenni and I hope to add more online
services for residents while continuing the increased
pace of code sweeps. If you have any suggestions for
the code enforcement office, please don’t hesitate to
give me a call at 468-6606.
Aimee Vallot is Kenner’s Director of Inspection
and Code Enforcement Department and can be
reached at 468-6606 or at avallot@kenner.la.us.

Complaints of overgrown grass and weeds
can be reported anonymouosly
The most common daily complaint for the city
of Kenner’s Inspection and Code Enforcement Department is that of high grass and/or weeds. In summer months the number of that type of complaint
almost doubles.
Most people are unaware of the city’s regulations regarding the allowable height of grass and
weeds. For a property that is occupied, the limit is
seven inches. If the property is vacant, the limit is 15
inches. When the grass or weeds exceeds those limits,
the city notifies the property owner of the violation.
The property owner has five days from the date of the
notice to correct the violation and there are several
consequences if people do not comply with the notice. After this notice has been sent, the property is
placed on a list for the grass to be cut by the city for
the next year and no additional notice is required.

The property will be assessed a lien for the
costs imposed by the contractor along with an administrative fee. If the lien is not paid on time, the
amount of the lien will be added to the property tax
bill of that property.
“Not only does overgrown grass look aesthetically bad, there can be health hazard consequences as
high grass and weeds are breeding grounds for mosquitoes and other vermin such as rats and snakes,”
said Aimee Vallot, director of the city’s inspection
and code enforcement department. “Not many people are aware but failure to edge or trim around your
property is a violation as well.”
Any grass or weeds on Kenner property higher
than allowed by law can be reported to the city’s code
enforcement department at 468-4068, 468-4069 or
468-7516. All complaints are anonymous.
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Buckle up for 2015 National Click It or Ticket
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
The
Kenner
Police Department is
once again joining local and national law
enforcement agencies
and safety advocates across the country in support of
the 2015 National Click It or Ticket Seat Belt Enforcement Mobilization, taking place May 18 through May
31, 2015. Police will be ticketing unbelted vehicle occupants around the clock during this period. It’s important that you take heed of the life-saving benefits
of wearing a seatbelt and not disregard this essential
safety measure.
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, in 2012, 21,667 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle crashes. That
same year, 3,031 additional lives could have been
saved if all unrestrained passenger vehicle occupants ages five and older involved in fatal crashes
had worn their seat belts. Younger motorists and
men are particularly at risk. NHTSA data shows
that among teen and young adult passenger vehicle
occupants, ages 18 to 34, who were killed in motor

vehicle traffic crashes, 62 percent were not buckled
up at the time of the crash – the highest percentage of
any age group. The number jumps to 66 percent when
just men in this age group are included.
Failure to wear a seat belt contributes to more
fatalities than any other single traffic-related behavior
– even drunk driving. For the first time in five years, fatalities for unrestrained passenger vehicle occupants
have gone up. In 2013, there were 9,580 unbuckled
passenger vehicle occupants who died. Because of
these fatalities, police officers are stepping up enforcement and cracking down on those who don’t wear their
seat belts. Unfortunately, too many people still need a
tough reminder, so the Kenner Police Department will
be out in full force day and night during the National
Click It or Ticket mobilization period, buckling down
on those who are not buckled up. While this year’s
Click It or Ticket enforcement mobilization runs from
May 18 through 31, motorists should know that officers
are out enforcing seat belt laws year-round.
Drivers and passengers, seated in both the
front and rear seats of vehicles, are required by
Louisiana law to buckle up or be protected by an
age-appropriate child restraint. This law applies to

MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION
10:00 a.m. • Thursday, May 21, 2015
Veterans Park 1801 Williams Blvd.

PATRIOTIC MUSIC H FREE EVENT!

vehicles having a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or
less, which includes vans and pick-up trucks. The
Louisiana Highway Safety Commission estimates
that this law could save 22 lives in Louisiana every
year.
High-visibility enforcement such as the Click It
or Ticket mobilization is credited with increasing the
national belt usage rate from 58 percent in 1994 to an
observed usage rate of 87 percent today. Belt usage
saves thousands of lives each year across America.
NHTSA statistics show that in 2012 alone, seat belts
saved an estimated 12,174 lives nationwide. From 2008
to 2012, seat belts saved nearly 63,000 lives. Please be
a conscientious driver and wear your seatbelt every

time. Insist that passengers in your vehicle do the
same and always check to make sure children are
properly fastened in their car seats.
For more information on the Click It or Ticket
campaign, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/ciot.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app
for both Apple and Android devices as well as access
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.

We can save you money on monthly premiums!
Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &
Business
insurance

www.guffeyinsurance.net

Since 1987

3409 Williams Blvd.

Proudly
rePresenting

Guffey_1214.indd 1
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Chateau Golf and Country Club
Memorial Day Filler_0515.indd 1
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Children’s Summer Camp 2015
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Golf Clinics – Ages 7 & up

Arts Camp – Ages 5-12

Ultimate Fun Camp – Ages 5-12

Additional Info:
• 50% registration fee for non-members
• Children picked up after
15 minutes are subject to $10 late fee
• Extra T-Shirt if you sign up for 2 or
more camps!
• Additional t-shirts can be purchased
for $10.

Instruction will include: Putting, Chipping & Bunker Shots, Long Irons, Short Irons,
Fairway Woods & Tee Shots. Other Activities will include: Chateau Putt Putt, Golf
Course Etiquette and Dress Code, & Actual Playing on the Course! Children 7 and up
only, please.
Sessions: June 2-5, July 7-10; Tuesday-Friday 9am -10:30am
Member rate: $65 per member per session Non-member rate: $75 per non-member
Includes Camp T-shirt, Refreshments, & Nutritional Snacks.
Contact Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional, Wayne Fuselier at (504) 467-1351 or
golf-pro@chateaugcc.com.

Join us for 3 fun filled weeks at our “Ultimate FUN Camp”! This summer camp will
showcase all we offer here at Chateau. Camp activities include: Tennis, Soccer, Golf,
Swimming, Cooking and Arts and Crafts. Every day is sure to be full of fun and learning.
Your child will have a blast! All children ages 5-12 are welcome to participate!
Sessions: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm; June 8-12; July 13-17; August 3-7
Members: $225 Week per Child, Non-Members $260 Week per child.
Includes Snack, lunch, & drinks, and 1 camp t-shirt (must be worn everyday).
Space is LIMITED. Sign up is REQUIRED by the Thursday prior to the 1st day of camp.
NO WALK-INS WILL BE PERMITTED.
For more infomation and registration forms please call Stacey or Lee @ (504) 467-1351

Kids will enjoy jewelry making, painting, and all sorts of fun arts & craft projects
at our Arts Camp. Children ages 5-12 are welcome to sign up.
Tuesday – Friday 10:30 – 11:00 am on June 16 – 19 & July 21 – 24
Member rate: $75 per child per week. Non-member rate: $85 per child per week
Includes snacks, drinks, and supplies. To sign up please call (504) 467-1351

Chateau Golf & Country Club

3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351

www.chateaugcc.com.

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.
Chateau CC Summer Programs_0415.indd 1

3/29/15 7:29 PM
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A good source of information
By Steven A. Watts
When contemplating the practical and
legal requirements for
opening and operating
a business in this state,
one significant consideration is whether to operate that
business as a corporation or some other legal entity. One
can learn a lot by searching the Internet these days, however, if you are interested in the requirements specific to this
state, you may want to consider consulting the office of the
Louisiana Secretary of State. The secretary of state is the
governmental agency that is responsible for receiving and
registering corporate, company and partnership filings for
Louisiana businesses and non-profits and additionally, those
foreign entities wishing to do business in this state.
The Louisiana Secretary of State’s website address
is www.sos.la.gov. This website is an excellent source
of information for anyone interested in starting a business in this state. The site contains forms that meet the
minimum filing requirements for registering a corporation,
limited liability company or limited liability partnership
in this state. You may also obtain forms necessary to reg

ister a trademark or trade name to be used in Louisiana.
All of the required filing fees are provided on the site. Additionally, instructions for filing online or by facsimile are available. There is also a search feature wherein one can search
by entity name, charter number or name of individual who
serves as an agent, officer or director for a legal entity.
It is important to note that the forms provided by the
secretary of state on its website are provided to meet the
minimum “barebones” legal requirements for filing. There
may be other significant provisions that you would like to
include in your articles of incorporation or organization that
are not included in these forms. Additionally, the website
does not provide any information concerning the creation
of corporation by-laws or, in the case of limited liability
companies, operating agreements. These documents will
typically provide the essential details of how your corporation or company will function. In order to clearly set forth
issues of control, election of officers, succession of officers
or shareholders, and proper authorization to act, one should
have a clearly defined operating agreement or bylaws. Neither operating agreements nor bylaws are subject to public
filing requirements.

Another business service provided by the Louisiana
Secretary of State are the pertinent filing and forms information regarding the Uniform Commercial Code or “UCC.”
In 1990, Louisiana became the 50th state to adopt most all of
the provisions of the Uniform Commercial Code. Louisiana
did not adopt, however, Article 2 of the code which provides
the laws governing sales. Louisiana sales law is dictated by
the applicable provisions of the Louisiana Civil Code, not the
UCC.
The secretary of state’s website provides both the
Louisiana and national forms that may be used in filing UCC1 financing statements. These forms are essential to create
and perfect a security interest in movables, accounts receivables, inventory and intangible assets. In order to perfect a
security interest in one of these assets, a properly completed
UCC-1 must be filed with the clerk of court of any of the
sixty-four parishes in this state. Unlike corporations and
limited liability companies, there are no filing requirements
for UCC-1 security instruments with the secretary of state.
The office, however, does keep an index of all filings made
with the various parish clerks of court. The filing of a UCC-1
in any parish provides legal effectiveness, statewide. A UCC1 filing remains effective for a period of five years and may
be reinscribed at any time before the original filing lapses.
If one wants to search for any UCC filing, the secretary of
state provides a “direct access” search upon payment of an

annual fee of $400. In addition, every parish clerk of court
provides for access to the secretary of state registry at no
charge. A search will show all filings in the state under the
name searched, however, a copy of the actual document
filed can only be obtained from the clerk of court for the parish in which the original filing was made.
There are many other useful services and information
provided by the Louisiana Secretary of State’s website. Some
of those other services will be detailed in future columns.
In any event, the Louisiana Secretary of State website
is a user-friendly place to begin to search for pertinent information concerning the applicable laws effecting business in
this state. Of course, the Louisiana Secretary of State does
not provide legal advice. When considering the specific factors affecting your business, one should always consult an
experienced Louisiana attorney for advice and counsel.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana State
Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over
35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 Service Road,
Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise
and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts
is also the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can
be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Community
Call it the “Turquoise Takeover” in Kenner
In conjunction with National Women’s Lung Health
Week from May 10 to May 16, 2015, Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni announced on April 23, 2015, that the city will
place turquoise filters on the lights illuminating Kenner
signs at the several locations in the city. Those locations

are Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Interstate 10, Power Boulevard, West Napoleon Avenue and Roosevelt Boulevard, West
Napoleon and Airline Drive and Airline and the St. Charles
Parish line.
“Similar to our pink campaign during Breast Cancer

Awareness month in October, the goal is education, and from
there, people will hopefully decide to support this very worthy
cause,” Mayor Yenni said.
Local organizers for National Women’s Lung Health
Week have asked officials throughout the metropolitan area
to light buildings, welcome signs and other landmarks in the
color turquoise and officials said the Superdome will be one
of those landmarks.

Lung cancer kills more women in the country than any
other type cancer – surpassing breast cancer in 1987, according to the American Lung Association.
The American Lung Association created the Lung
Force campaign in 2014 to raise awareness and funds for this
very serious disease. For more information on Lung Force, or
to make a donation, go to www.lungforce.org.

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Center_1114.indd 1

467-5900

671 W. Esplanade

943-5777

889-2663

7030 Canal Boulevard 4921 Airline Drive
10/24/14 8:44 PM
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Chateau Golf and Country Club offers three summer camps for kids open to all
By Allan Katz
Chateau Golf and Country Club is offering three
summer camps for kids this summer that are open to
the public.
“This is the third year that our summer camps
have been open to families that are non-members,”
said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general manager at
Chateau. “The response has been terrific and in
the two past years we have filled almost all of the
openings at each of our camps. So, this year, those
who would like their children to participate need
to get their applications in while there is still an
opportunity to do so.”
The three camps being offered are a golf clinic

for ages seven and up; an “Ultimate Fun Camp” for
children five through 12 and an arts camp for children
five through 12.
The golf clinic will be supervised by Chateau
Golf Pro Lee MacAlester. There will be two sessions
– June 2-5 and July 7-10. The camp will be held
Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Fees for the children of Chateau members will be
$65 per child per session and $75 for non-members
per child per session. Instruction will include putting, chipping, bunker shots, long irons and short
irons, fairway shots, wood shots and putting. For
more information, call Fuselier at 467-1351 or

email him at golfpro@chateaugcc.com.
The “Ultimate Fun Camp” will be directed by
Chateau Tennis Pro Lee McAllister. There will be
three sessions – June 8-12, July 13-17 and August
3-7. Fees are $225 per child per session for the children of members and $260 per child per session for
children of non-members. Instruction will include
tennis, soccer, golf, swimming, cooking and arts
and crafts. Sessions will be held from 9:00 a.m. to
3 p.m. Monday through Friday. Space is severely
limited and no walk-ins will be permitted. For more
information, call Stacey or Lee at 467-1351.

The arts camp will offer two sessions, June 16-19
and July 21-24. Camp will be on Tuesday through Friday, 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. Fees will be $75 per child per
session for the children of members and $85 per child
per session for the children of non-members. Instruction will include jewelry making, painting and arts and
crafts projects. For more information, call 467-1351.
“We’re going to have a great time this summer
and we’re looking forward to providing the children
a summer they’ll remember with smiles for years to
come,” said Yenni.

Mom’s

BNO celebrates grand re-opening

Hair Styles Unlimited has the luxury
experience you have been looking for!
Enjoy our introductory

$10 OFF

Hair Styles Unlimited

coupon with any
purchase of
$40 or more.
Expires 6-1-2015

A Proud Member Of

Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 464-5949

Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com • Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
Also like us on
Facebook
www.facebook.com/HSU.SalonAndSpa

complex on the site, which is extremely close to the
new North Terminal of the Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport. Construction on the
$650 million North Terminal project is expected to
begin this summer and be completed by 2018.
Once city officials confirmed the private demolition of the Airport Inn and the date was scheduled, the Kenner Police Department scheduled a
SWAT exercise the day before the hotel was torn
down.
“It was a good opportunity for some SWAT
training of forced entry, among other things,” Kenner Police Department spokesman Lt. Brian McGregor said. “With the property being vacant, there
was no concern about repairing any damage from
the exercise.”
Two officers assisted before the demolition,
going through all of the rooms of the hotel to make
sure no squatters were present, McGregor and Vallot said.
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Vacant Veterans Boulevard hotel demolished,
new hotel complex coming in its place
On April 15, 2015, Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni announced the demolition of the vacant
Airport Inn and Suites, located at 1300 Veterans
Boulevard in Kenner, the vacant former hotel on
Veterans Boulevard that had triggered a number of
complaints from neighbors.
The demolition was completed on April 14,
2015, about two months after the former Trauth’s
Restaurant at 3700 Williams Boulevard was torn
down. The demolitions of both commercial properties were privately arranged by the property owners, said Kenner Code Enforcement Director Aimee
Vallot.
“Commercial blight is just as great a concern
as residential blight,” Yenni said. “I am pleased the
owners of the properties in both of these cases were
responsible landowners and I am particularly excited about the development of at least two new hotels
on the Airport Inn property.”
The owner of the Airport Inn property has said
he intends to construct a new, multi-building hotel

4/26/15 6:17 PM
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On April 16, 2015, the Bank of New Orleans celebrated its grand re-opening of its 4401
Transcontinental Drive branch in Metairie with an official ribbon cutting ceremony.
Participating were, (first row), Jefferson Parish President John Young; BNO President,
CEO and Chairman of the Board Lawrence LeBon; BNO Executive VP, CFO, COO John
LeBlanc; BNO Assistant VP and Branch Manager Phyllis Jaques; Jefferson Chamber/
Renaissance Publishing representative Todd Matherne; BNO Savings Officer Adele
Dierker; BNO Savings Officer Karen Harbor; (second row), BNO Board Member Gordon
Konrad; BNO Board Member Michael Guarisco; BNO Board Member Dr. Brian LeBon;
BNO Board Member Marc Eagan; (third row), BNO Assistant VP and Branch Manager
Patricia Berry; BNO teller Cynthia Levy; and BNO teller Regina Geason.

Happy Mother’ Day!

HAVE YOUR
VEHICLE
SERVICED
BEFORE
SUMMER
VACATION!
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
Automatic Transmission_SummerVaca_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 4:38 PM
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Do you know when your vehicle needs new shocks or struts?
By Scott Zimmerman
Have you ever
seen an old Chevy
bouncing up and down
driving down Williams
Boulevard? Or have you ever noticed when a vehicle
makes a tight turn onto West Esplanade it looks like it
might fall over? Just regular daily driving takes its toll
on your shocks and struts and those are two common
signs that you have a problem with your suspension
system’s shocks or struts. Unlike the vehicle’s engine,
which gets attention every time you change the oil,
your suspension system is harder to assess visually

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing
Kenner Businesses and
Our Community Together
Luncheon reservations:
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com

or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

Join us for the

Kenner Business Association

MAY LUNCHEON

TUESDAY MAY 19, 2015
Speaker: Michael Hecht
GNO, Inc.
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• Students prepared for college and careers
as they graduate from Bonnabel Magnet Academy
• Class of 2015 has acquired nearly 5 million dollars in scholarships and TOPS funding
• The Alliance for a Healthier Generation has awarded Bonnabel the Bronze Award
– only two schools in the state to achieve this honor
• Gold, Silver, and Bronze award winners @ Skills USA
• Staffed with highly-qualified teachers and support personnel
• Award Winning Bruin Band
Board Member: Melinda Doucet
• Competitive Sports Program

H CLANCY-MAGGIORE ELEMENTARY H GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY H ROOSEVELT
Paid for by the Shane Family Foundation
Spotlight Education_Bonnabel_0515.indd 1

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located
at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Ochsner cares for our
community seven days
a week

11:30 a.m.- Noon: Registration
Noon-1pm: Presentations with Q&A
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

KBA_0515.indd 1

In severe cases, there can be longer braking times
and a momentary loss of steering. This is because
your shocks or struts are not strong enough to handle
the weight of the vehicle.
Visible damage including dents, cuts or leaks
Each shock or strut is a piston-like design
that has an internal reservoir of hydraulic fluid that
helps stabilize and control the vehicle body and your
wheels. Evidence of a damaged or leaking shock or
strut is an easy clue that it’s probably time for some
suspension work.
From nose dives to squatting and body roll
to ride quality, with these five simple signs, you’ll
know if your suspension needs to be inspected and
repaired.

Health

Topic: Greater New Orleans
–The New Normal

MIDDLE H SCHNECKENBURGER ELEMENTARY H WASHINGTON MONTESSORI H G. T. WOODS ELEMENTARY

KENNER

and if not diagnosed can end up being costly to repair.
So, how can you tell if you need new shocks or struts?
Here are five ways to tell.
Ride quality is poor
The ride quality from vehicle to vehicle is different. Based on the type of design, vehicles can
range from the more loose, absorbent feel of a luxury car to the tight, bouncy suspension of a pickup
truck. The person who drives the vehicle the most
will be able to tell if the ride is more bouncy or
rough or tends to “roll” on turns which means it is
time for a suspension inspection.

Vehicle has “body roll”
This describes how the body of a vehicle feels
based on the overall movement. If the shocks of your
car or truck are starting to go bad, even on the slightest turns, the body will have a leaning feel. Again, this
can be a safety issue, so have your vehicle inspected.
Vehicle “squats” when accelerating from a
dead stop
Unless your vehicle has more than a few hundred horsepower, the vehicle’s weight and force
should be held up with the strength of the shocks
and struts no matter what type of acceleration you
might need. If your shocks and struts are bad, however, when you hit the gas pedal, the momentum of
the vehicle will be transferred to the rear end, which
will cause the front end to rise slightly into the air and
resemble a boat on the water.
Vehicle nose dives when braking
A common issue in larger vehicles when a shock
or strut goes bad, nose diving is caused when you apply your brakes and the front of the vehicle starts to
point toward the ground. Your vehicle will not flip
over when this happens, but this can be a safety issue.

4/25/15 4:45 PM

By Victoria Smith, M.D.
On Wednesday, you wake up with a sore throat,
mild cough and some nasal congestion. You begin to
take over the counter cold medications, but over the
next five days your symptoms do not improve. It’s now
Sunday and you feel worse. You want to be evaluated
and treated so that you don’t miss work the next day.
What should you do? One thought is to go to the emergency room, but you’re not sure if your symptoms warrant an emergency department visit.
In fact, multiple studies have shown that approximately 33 percent of all visits to emergency
rooms are “avoidable,” meaning that they could be
treated in a primary care setting. Examples of potentially avoidable diagnoses are upper respiratory infections, strep throat, back pain, joint pain, abdominal
pain, anxiety, conjunctivitis, ear infection, asthma,
rash, bronchitis, fatigue and headache. The overuse
of emergency rooms for avoidable conditions is extremely costly. Some estimates report that over $18
billion is annually spent on potentially unnecessary
emergency room visits.
One of the drivers of unnecessary emergency
department usage is the lack of doctor’s primary
care treatment outside of the normal office hours
of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Ochsner Medical CenterKenner has recognized this need and provided a
solution. Ochsner-Kenner Primary Care offers
extended hours at our Driftwood Clinic located at
2120 Driftwood Boulevard. Our Driftwood Clinic is
open until 8:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday.
Urgent care is provided on Saturdays from 8:00
a.m. until noon and Sundays from 10:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m.

Dr. Victoria Smith
Further, we are committed to offering same day
or next day appointments for all patients. To accommodate our patient’s hectic schedules, our Driftwood
lab is also open every Saturday and mammograms
are offered at our diagnostic center on the first Saturday of every month.
Another contributor to excessive emergency
room usage is the lack of a primary care physician.
Ochsner-Kenner has multiple primary care physicians who are accepting new patients and are ready
to serve you and your family. Our primary care physicians provide care to newborns through adults.
Please call 443-9500 to schedule an appointment at
our Driftwood Clinic or at our Primary Care Clinic
in Suite 210 of the Medical Office Building next to
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner located at 200 West
Esplanade Avenue.
Remember, we are here to care for you and your
family seven days a week.
Dr. Victoria Smith is a board certified family
medical physician. She is a graduate of Harvard
Medical School and completed a family medicine
program at LSU Health Sciences Center-New Orleans. Dr. Smith currently serves as the chairman
of the operating committee for Ochsner Physician
Partners.
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Looking to refinance your mortgage?
By Marie M. Clesi
If you’ve decided the time is right
to refinance your
mortgage, you’ll want
to proceed wisely to make sure you secure the best
loan possible – and meet the goals you’ve set for refinancing.
Refinancing involves paying off your current
mortgage and creating a new one. So, the steps you
take will be familiar, as will the loan terms offered.
Check your credit score
Your first task is to review your credit report
and credit score. You surely don’t want potential
lenders finding any surprises that could affect
securing a new mortgage. Plus, your credit score
directly determines your interest rate, with the
lowest rates earned by those with scores of 760
and above. Mortgage lenders often pull your score
from all three reporting bureaus – Experian, TransUnion and Equifax – so you should, too.
Figure out why you’re refinancing
Most homeowners refinance to meet a specific
goal. If you’re considering refinancing, you likely
want to lower your monthly mortgage payment, take

cash out of your home or consolidate debt or secure a
loan with better terms.
Your monthly payment will be less if interest
rates have fallen since you took out your current
mortgage or if you qualify for a lower interest rate because you’ve improved your credit score. You can also
lower your monthly payment by lengthening your
loan term. But keep in mind that if you’re 10 years
into a 30-year loan and making progress on principal,
refinancing into another 30-year loan puts you back
where you started 10 years ago with primarily interest-only payments.
If your down payment was large or if you made
extra payments on your principal, had a short-term
mortgage originally or increased your home’s value
through an improvement, you may have equity you
can take out in cash when you refinance. Although
this money could be useful for other purposes, such
as home improvements or your child’s college education, taking cash out makes the balance of your refinanced mortgage higher than your current mortgage.
Your monthly payment will likely be more, too, unless
your interest rate is significantly lower. Many homeowners find a home equity loan or a home equity line

Police
Kenner Police to participate in law enforcement
torch run
ers in this event for safety reasons.
The Kenner Police Department along with Harahan Police Department, Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s
Office, Louisiana State Police Troop B, Probation and
Parole, DEA, FBI, Secret Service, U.S. Marshals and
numerous other agencies, military and civilians will
participate in the 30th annual Louisiana Law Enforcement Torch Run on Thursday, May 21, 2015, to
benefit Special Olympics Louisiana. The public are
invited to run with law enforcement.
Local officers have carried the “Flame of Hope”
for Special Olympics throughout the area since the
event came to Louisiana in 1985. To date, the Law
Enforcement Torch Run is the largest fundraising
and public awareness campaign for Special Olympics
programs around the world. This great event is open
to the public. This is a group formation run at a 10
minute mile pace. There are neither walkers nor bik-

The Jefferson Parish leg of the Louisiana Law
Enforcement Torch Run begins at approximately
8:00 a.m. Runners will start at Lafreniere Park, 3000
Downs Boulevard in Metairie, and will run west on
Veterans Boulevard towards the Kenner Police Complex, located at 500 Veterans Blvd, where the run
will end. The length of the route is approximately 3.1
miles. The cost will be $25 which will include registration, T-shirt, food and entertainment after the run.
To have your shirt for the run you must register no
later than May 1, 2015.
For more information to run, purchase shirts or
donate (all money raised will go to Louisiana Special
Olympics) contact Officer James Virgil of the KPD
Community Relations Division at 712-2395 or jvirgil@kennerpd.com. For more information on Special
Olympics Louisiana, visit www.laso.org or contact
them at (800) 345-6644.

of credit more favorable than taking cash out – and
owning less of their home.
Refinancing can also help you out of an adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM) or dual loan. If you currently have a first and second mortgage, such as a
home equity loan, you may be able to consolidate the
two into one mortgage – and one payment. And while
ARMs offer a low monthly payment, you may want to
refinance before yours adjusts to a new rate that’s difficult to afford. You can refinance into another ARM
or a fixed-rate mortgage, which offers consistent payments for the duration of the loan.
Find a lender
There are thousands of mortgage lenders to
choose from, but the best place to start is with your
current mortgage holder. You may be able to avoid
some of the costs of refinancing if your current loan
is only a few years old or if your lender wants to keep
your business.
Remember: Look at the interest rate but don’t
ignore the closing costs and fees, which can add up to
as much as five percent of your loan amount, depending on where your property is located. These costs may
include, but aren’t limited to, an application fee, an
appraisal fee, survey costs, hazard insurance, attorney
or legal fees, a title search, mortgage insurance, loan
origination fees, title insurance fees, home inspection
fees, discount points and a credit report fee.
Even if you’re happy with your lender’s offer,
you should still compare loans and terms from several others.
Get a “good faith estimate”
Lenders are required by law to give you a good
faith estimate in writing, within three days of your

application. This detailed worksheet is an accurate
accounting of what the loan will cost you and makes
comparison-shopping for a new mortgage easy. Be
sure to take into account the interest rate, monthly
payment and total interest you’ll pay over the life of
the loan, as well as the closing costs and fees.
Lock-in
Once you’ve settled on a mortgage lender and
loan terms, guarantee that what you’ve been quoted
is what you’ll receive with a lock-in. Also known as a
rate-lock or rate commitment, a lock-in ensures that
the lender holds the rate and, if applicable, points,
for a specified period of time while your loan is being
processed. It often takes several weeks to process a
mortgage, so, without a lock-in, the terms you were
promised might not be available at closing.
Stay diligent
On settlement day, compare the HUD-1 form
that lists your actual costs with the “good faith estimate. Your good faith estimate lists which costs
can change prior to closing as well as the maximum
amount by which they are allowed to change. Lenders must abide, so keep a close eye on the details, all
the way to the end.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

Community

Divine Mercy to hold annual fundraiser golf
tournament for parish and school
The Divine Mercy Parish Men’s Club will hold
its annual golf best ball scramble tournament on
Monday, May 4, 2015, at the Chateau Golf and Country Club in Kenner. Lunch and beverages will be provided prior to the 12:30 shotgun start. The event will
close with an awards party paired with a buffet and
open bar along with the awarding of door prizes.
Teams and individual players are welcome.
The entry fee is $125 per golfer and includes green
fees, cart, lunch, refreshments and the awards party.
Hole sponsorships are available for $100. Eagle sponsorships are available for $700 and include all the

benefits of a hole sponsorship plus green fees for a
foursome, company name or logo on the tournament
sponsor board as well as preferred seating at the
awards party.
Anyone interested in participating, sponsoring
a tee box or team or donating door prizes or gifts
to this fundraiser can contact event chairman Ray
Scullin at 252-8988 or email rscullin@cox.net. This
event helps the Divine Mercy Men’s Club support the
Divine Mercy Parish Church and St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton School.

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
Scottys_0515.indd 1

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
4/25/15 5:54 PM
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Community

Kenner Community Development offers two camps for kids and a free home improvement
program for those eligible
served basis and can be obtained at the Martin Luther household, depending on income level.
By Allan Katz

The Kenner Community Development Department is offering two camps for kids this summer. Also
being offered, in conjunction with the Volunteers of
America, is a free home improvement program for
those qualified who are unable to make simple repairs
themselves.
All three programs are available only for Kenner
residents.
A youth
camp will be offered
at Butch 6:00
DuheAM
Georgys_0415.pdf
1
3/25/15
Gym from May 26 to July 31, 2015. It is available
give

for children ages three to 12. Sessions will be held Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Before
care will be available starting at 7:00 a.m. and after
care will be available until 6:00 p.m. Sports, arts and
crafts and other activities will be offered. The children
will also be offered weekly field trips. Cost of the camp
is $80 per week per child but grants are available based
on income level. If the camper is awarded a grant, the
camper may be eligible to pay only a $30 registration
fee. Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-

aveda– and watch love grow.

Give a gift they’re sure to love, the gift of Aveda. Pre-made gift sets,
custom gift sets and gift cards are available in any dollar amount.

Need help selecting the perfect gift? Just ask!

15% off
Gift certificates

Tuesday, May 5 - Saturday May 9

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com
701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Welcome

Interior/exterior, electrical and plumbing work
and home safety assistance are provided. Replacing
electrical fixtures, repairing leaky faucets and the
installation of smoke detectors, dead bolts, grab bars
and curtain rods are some examples of some of the
assistance provided. A free home safety inspection is
additionally offered.
“We know from experience that many elderly and
disabled individuals and couples are residing in their
own homes but are physically or financially unable to
make even simple repairs that are affecting their quality of life,” said Terrell. “With the help of VOA volunteers and trainees we are able to make these repairs
at a minimal cost.” Terrell said the hope is that by
making these repairs for older or disabled homeowners, “we will make it possible for them to continue to
reside at home.” For more information about this VOA
program, call Community Development at 468-7588
or visit the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us. Anyone who qualifies and needs assistance can also visit
the Martin Luther King Resource Center at 1042 31st
Street or the Hispanic Resource Center located at 4312
Florida Street.
More information on the three programs can
be found on pages 13, 14 and 17 of this edition of the
Kenner Star.
Kerry Dufresne, MS, RRT is currently director of
ancillary services at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.
Dufresne’s career at Kenner began 30 years ago as
a respiratory therapist and he is now the leader of
multiple departments, some of which include radiology, cardiopulmonary and the outpatient diagnostic
center. OMC-Kenner is located at 180 West Esplanade
in Kenner.

Health

Marcel Gonzalez
28 Years Banking Experience

“I am excited to be part of a community bank like Gulf Coast Bank & Trust.
I’ve lived in Kenner for the past 20 years and have watched
it become the fastest growing city in Jefferson Parish.
I now look forward to working in this community.”

MARCEL GONZALEZ

Vice President
Williams Branch Manager
MarcelGonzalez@Gulfbank.com
tel: 504-412-2091
NMLS# 539746
Hablo Español

3410 Williams Boulevard • Kenner, LA 70065 • GULFBANK.COM
GCB_Gonzalez_kennerad6930.indd 1

King Resource Center, 1042 31st Street; the Hispanic
Resource Center, 4312 Florida Street; or the Community Development Department, 624 Williams Boulevard.
This camp is made possible in part by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant Program.
Also offered this summer will be a theater camp
for boys and girls, ages nine to 15. There will be two twoweek sessions, from June 15 to June 26 and from July
13 to July 24, 2015. Camp will be held Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Children will learn
acting, singing and dancing. They will also learn how to
produce a stage production. The cost is $125 per child,
however, depending on family income level, campers
may only have to pay a $30 registration fee as grants
are available for low-income families. Each two-week
session will end with a finale show for parents, family
members and friends. The camp will be held at the Exhibition Hall on Williams Boulevard in Rivertown.
Both summer camp programs are being offered
in conjunction with the Kenner Recreation Department. For more information on both camps, call the
Community Development Department at 468-7588.
“We are very excited about offering these summer
programs at a fraction of the cost of private summer
camps,” said Kenner Community Development Director Arletta O. Terrell. “We think the benefits of both
these summer camps is that the children who take part
in them will improve their social skills and their ability
to work with other children.”
Also available to Kenner residents is the Repair
on Wheels free repair and improvement home program
offered by Community Development in cooperation
with the VOA for people over the age of 55, the disabled
or physically impaired or those with a female head of

4/14/15 1:38 PM

Injury prevention and common
mistakes to avoid with running
By Craig Goodwin
Running for exercise or competition
is an important part of
our American culture. While running is an important
regimen in our total fitness programs, it can also become a source of injury. There are common mistakes
to avoid while running to help prevent injury. One common mistake is called the “terrible toos,” which is doing
too much mileage, too fast, too soon. Injuries associated
with the “more is better” syndrome include runner’s
knee, Illiotibial Band Syndrome and shin splints.
Runner’s knee feels like soreness around and
sometimes behind the kneecap and is usually caused by
weakness in the middle quadriceps muscles and tight
hamstrings or IT bands.
Shin splints are very common among beginning
runners because they may do too much too soon. While
shin splints are usually caused by tight calf muscles and
weak shin muscles, other factors may have aggravated
the injury. Running on hard surfaces can put added
strain on your front leg muscles as well as someone
who pronates or supinates while they run. With anterior
shin splints, you will feel pain along the front lower leg
and posterior shin splints will distribute pain along the
inside lower leg.

ITBS is a very common running injury among runners. Most people feel the pain on the outside of their
knee. The illiotibial band (ITB) is a band of tissue that
runs along the outside of the thigh – from the top of the
hip to the outside of the knee. It stabilizes the knee and
hip during running. When the ITB becomes short, the
band rubs too tightly on the bone. The outside knee
area can become inflamed or the band itself may become irritated, causing pain.
Other common mistakes to avoid while running
include over striding, not drinking enough while running which could lead to dehydration and fatigue (as
a general rule, runners should intake around six ounces
of water every 20 minutes during their run), not fueling the body enough before and after a run (try to eat
a light snack or meal about 1 1/2 to two hours before
a run and choose something high in carbohydrates
and lower in fat, fiber and protein and also replenish
energy as quickly as possible after a workout. A good
rule of thumb for post-workout food is a ratio of one
gram of protein to three grams of carbs), wearing the
wrong clothing (some runners wear the wrong type or
too much or too little clothing for the weather conditions, leaving them uncomfortable and at risk for heatrelated or cold weather-related illnesses), poor upper
body form (some runners swing their arms side-to-side,
next page
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Banking
Survival story
By Guy Williams
It is exciting to
read survival stories.
My recent favorite is
the story of Rob Conrad, a former professional football player, who fell off his boat while it was
on autopilot. He saw the boat sail away, and having no
other choice,, he swam nine mile s to safety. He said, “I
couldn’t give up; I have two daughters to raise.”
Financial survival is less dramatic but almost as
serious. What would you do if your income suddenly
disappeared? We all have friends who experienced this
after Hurricane Katrina. It can be a community wide
disaster or as disappointing as a pink slip.
The first step is to stop and think. If you are
literally in the process of being laid off, attempt to
negotiate a better deal, longer severance, continued
insurance or even clerical support to prepare a resume.
Stop and think. If you are religious, as I am, pray. In a
dark moment of unemployment, I remember praying,
“Lord, I know that you tell us to be thankful in all things.
I am not happy and not feeling thankful, but I trust you
and thank you for this experience.” I also prayed that
my unemployment would end quickly. God answers
prayers and He answered mine.
Losing a job is awful but it is not an airplane
crash, you will get through the crisis.

The next step is to rally family support. Explain
to your family what has happened and how you intend
to get out of the situation. Enlist everyone’s help. Explain that effective immediately all non-essential expense will be deferred.
Don’t spend any money that is not necessary to
preserve life. This means no eating meals out, no cable
TV, no shopping, etc.
You will also want to sign up for unemployment.
Don’t be embarrassed. You paid unemployment insurance while you were working so, use those benefits.
This is also a chance to take inventory. What do
you have that you don’t need? Schedule a garage sale
or list things on Craig’s list. Your excess stuff can help
to build your contingency fund. If you get a severance
check, save it. Don’t continue to spend, and don’t use
your severance to pay down debt.
Prioritize your payments. You need a roof over
your head, utilities, and basic food. The next priority Next comeis car insurance and urgent car repairs.
Everything else can wait. If at all possible, pay the
minimum due on your other bills. Many potential
employers check credit reports, so you don’t want
to hurt your credit rating.
Tell everyone you know what sort of job you are
looking for. Despite all of the Iinternet searches, most
jobs come from referrals and many referrals come

from unlikely sources. Your new full -time job is to find
a job. You will find one.
When you do find that job, remember the experience. Return calls from unemployed friends, help
others to get back to work, and as you rebuild your finances be sure to repay debt and build a cash reserve
for unknown contingencies.
Finally, thank the friends and family who supported and encouraged you, and be thankful for

Sarasota, Florida. These significant deposit gains were
attributed to a greater customer demand for both the
bank’s free checking and high interest checking account as well as the business checking account.” During
the first quarter of 2015, the bank also began offering a
CD product nationwide.
“As the bank gears up to celebrate our 25th anniversary this June, we continue to expand our retail
branches with the newest branch addition in Gretna
as well as our mortgage production offices to include
markets outside of Louisiana in Sarasota and Destin,
Florida,” said Williams.
The bank also recently announced a new redesign
of its website which is aimed to offer customers a better user experience and allow them to view the website
from any desktop, mobile or tablet device.
Gulf Coast Bank is one of the largest locally owned
banks in southeast Louisiana. Visit www.gulfbank.com
for more information.

Goodwin

run. Keep ice on for ten to fifteen minutes every four to
six hours. Cut back on your running and consider taking
a few days off altogether. To prevent re-injury, ease back
into your training with water running, cycling or using
an elliptical trainer. The important thing is not to run
through the pain.

from previous page

which makes you more likely to slouch and not breathe
as efficiently. Try to keep your hands at waist level, right
about where they might lightly brush your hip with your
arms at a 90 degree angle and your elbows at your sides)
and wearing old running shoes or wearing the wrong
type of running shoes for your foot and running style
can lead to injury (always go to knowledgeable salespeople to get evaluated on your running style and foot
type. Once you get the right pair of running shoes, make
sure you replace them every 300 to 350 miles because
the loss of cushioning can lead to injuries).
When an injury occurs, there are a number of
steps you can take to speed recovery. First, to reduce
the pain, use an ice pack on your area of pain after you

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

your new job.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender
Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?
A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.
BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable
Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.
CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

504-834-1190

Reverse Mortgage
Professionals
Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company
announces 2015 first quarter record earnings
On April 14, 2015, Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company, New Orleans’s largest locally owned bank,
announced record earnings during the first quarter of
2015.
Among the significant milestones, the bank grew
to $1,258,000,000 in total assets, a 20 percent increase
over last year. Loans grew by 11 percent and now total
$875,000,000. Pretax earnings grew by 44.6 percent and
total $7,883,000 for the first quarter of 2015.
The loan growth was a result of an increase of
home equity loans, small business startups and a significant increase in mortgage loan volume. “This increase
in mortgage loan volume is largely due to the bank’s
ability to offer individuals and realtors highly individualized mortgage loan solutions coupled with an expedited
closing process,” said Gulf Coast President and Chief
Executive Officer Guy T. Williams. “As we continue to
see this growth, the bank has expanded its mortgage
production offices in Hammond, Louisiana as well as
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City of Kenner
Community Development
Department

and

Drip, drip, drip… Having problems
with leaky toilet?
Do you need assistance
with minor home maintenance or
repair works?

Greater New Orleans

REPAIR

ON WHEELS PROGRAM

The Repairs on Wheels (ROW) program is design to provide
FREE assistance with minor home repairs to qualified residents of the City of

Kenner. Minor repairs are designed to prevent further deterioration of the home and
aid the elderly in their effort to continue to live independently in a safe residence.

Examples of Assistance Provided
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR WORK:
• Remove/install existing storm
doors and windows
• Repair handrails
• Repair and adjust window locks
• Installation of dead bolts
• Replace door handles/knobs
• Installation of handrails
• Installation of adjustable
closet rods
• Installation of cabinet knobs

ELECTRICAL WORK:

PLUMBING WORK:

(Maximum Height 9 feet)
• Switch/receptacle replacement
• Rewiring lamps
• Ceiling bulb replacements
• Replacement of ceiling fixture
• Replacement of exterior lighting
• Installation of plug in light timers
• Installation of Battery Powered
Smoke Detectors
• Installation of Carbon Monoxide
Detectors

• Faucet washers
• Leaky toilets
• Replacement of supply
lines to washer
• Installation of single lever
handle faucets
• Installation of hand-held
showerheads

HOME SAFETY ASSISTANCE:

• Conduct home safety inspection
• Installation of Smoke detector
• Installation of Carbon monoxide
detector
• Installation of cabinet
knobs/handles
• Installation of grab bars
• Installation of non-slip
surfaces tub area
• Regulation of hot water heater

WHO QUALIFIES FOR ASSISTANCE?

55 years of age or older; or Female head-of-household; or Disabled or physically impaired
Household

1
2
3
4

INCOME GUIDES (Eligibility Criteria)

Annual Gross Income																					

$29,400
$33,600
$37,800
$42,000

Household

5
6
7
8

Annual Gross Income																					

$45,360
$48,720
$52,080
$55,440

If you or someone you know would like to receive assistance, please call or visit us at:

Martin Luther King Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner
Phone # (504) 466-0697

KCD_VOA Repair on Wheels_0515.indd 1

OR

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida St. Kenner
Phone # (504) 469-2570

4/25/15 10:02 PM
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Sports

Allstate Sugar Bowl shines, honoring scholar athletes who shine
By Ken Trahan
Over the course
of a 37-year professional
career in sports broadcasting and journalism, I
have been blessed with many great opportunities and relationships.
While serving as the sports director of WTIX, 690 AM
in 1980, Sugar Bowl Executive Director Mickey Holmes invited me to become part of the organization’s media selection committee. Since then, I have enjoyed emceeing many
Sugar Bowl events, covering many Sugar Bowl football classics, Sugar Bowl basketball events and covering many other

prep championships sponsored by the Sugar Bowl.
Current Executive Director Paul Hoolahan and Chief
Operating Officer Jeff Hundley, along with the Sugar Bowl
executive committee, continue to support many entities on
a statewide basis. They champion the cause of high school
sports, serving as the sponsor of all Louisiana High School
Athletic Association state championships.
Of all of the events sponsored by the Sugar Bowl, there
is one that stands out in my mind.
The Allstate Sugar Bowl held its annual National
Football Foundation Scholar Athlete Awards Luncheon
on April 21 in the Bienville Club Room of the Mercedes-

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association
meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

May 14 & 28
at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
EAA_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 6:01 PM

Apply Today for a
Grant to Attend
City of Kenner Department of
Community Development

Grants are available
for youth age 3-12
to attend camp at
Butch Duhé gym.

Camp Dates:

May 26-July 31, 2015
M-F 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

A Registration Fee of $30 will
be required if you
ARE AWARDED A GRANT.
Your weekly camp fee is waived.
A free t-shirt will be provided.
Applications accepted on a
first come, first served basis.
Incomplete applications
will be rejected.
Deadline: May 15th

Make New Friends
Enjoy daily activities, games & crafts
Weekly field trips
WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
Eligible participants include individuals and families that...
1. have a total household income at or below 60% of
the Area Median Income as defined by HUD. Current
income limits based on family size are:

Household Income Limits
Household Maximum
Size
Income
1
$25,200
2
$28,800
3
$32,400
4
$36,000
5
$38,880
6
$41,760
7
$44,640
8
$47,520

Applications are available at the following offices

Martin Luther King
Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner
Phone # (504) 466-0697

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida St. Kenner
Phone # (504) 469-2570

Michael S. Yenni
Mayor

Community Development
Department
624 Williams Blvd.
Phone # (504) 468--7588

Arleeta O. Terrell, Director
Community Development

This camp is made possible in part by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
KCD_Summer Camp_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 6:00 PM

Benz Superdome.
In all, 33 young men who play football were honored
for their outstanding academic achievement, along with
other accomplishments and contributions at their respective schools. The event was emceed by Kenner’s Ed Daniels
of SportsNOLA.com and WGNO-TV.
Five young men were chosen by the selection committee, based on prospective need and the outstanding nature
of their essays for scholarships of $10,000 each to the college
of their choice.
The five honorees include Matt Adams of Fisher High
School who has an inspiring story.
A defensive lineman for the Gators, Adams won a state
wrestling title as a junior at Fisher before suffering a severe
knee injury that was supposed to sideline him for wrestling
in 2015. Instead, Adams overcame the injury to win another
state title. Adams has a 3.6 GPA.
Adams succeeded in athletics despite suffering from
a serious hearing disorder and has served as an inspiration
to many. The hearing disorder required him to read lips and
watch hand signals to keep up with the action. In his essay,
he referenced his older brother, who was born with Down
Syndrome, writing, “he reminds me every day that we all
face challenges and should make the best of our abilities.”
Adams plans on attending LSU.
Northlake Christian all-state running back Miguel
Hewitt Black was a two-sport star for the Wolverines in football and as a captain who made all-district in soccer. Black
carries a 3.8 GPA and plans on attending Mississippi College.
His essay highlighted his gratitude to his mother, who
is a single parent to four children. He wrote, “I hear people
make their opinions that a woman cannot raise a man. I beg
to differ…my mother is the reason I am the person I am.”
He is headed to Mississippi College to pursue a career in
pediatric neurology.
Isaiah Carter was an all-district performer as a linebacker who was chosen as Covington High’s Student of the
Year and is an excellent track and field performer as well.
Carter has a 4.5 GPA. He is a Key Club member serving as
co-president and is also co-president of Covington’s Fellowship of Christian Athletes chapter and is a member of the
National Honor Society.
In his essay, he referenced his older brother who
was born with medical deficiencies that have left him in a
state of slow development. “Having my brother in my life
has helped me become a better, more independent and less
judgmental person.” He also wrote, “The role model I want
to be is one that knows how to overcome times of hardship
and bounce back even stronger.”
Offensive lineman Montana Giordano of Holy Cross
has a 4.69 GPA and is expected to earn valedictorian honors
this school year. Giordano will attend Notre Dame. He lost
his father in an automobile accident when he was 12 and decided to forge on to be the best he could become and make
his father proud.
In Giordano’s essay, he related a story his mother told
him on the value of perception. The story was of two twins,
one a CEO and one a prisoner. The prisoner was asked, “How
did you become a criminal?” He answered, “Well, my mother
died when I was 11.” The CEO was asked, “How did you
become a CEO?” He replied, “Well, my mother died when I
was 11.” Sadly, this story hit close to home shortly after his
mother’s lesson. After losing his father, Giordano wrote that
“giving up would not make my father proud.” He credits the
support of his family, including his mother and grandfather,
for him becoming a standout football player and student.
William Kenyon of St. Paul’s was a three-year letterman for the Wolves at tight end and has a 4.0 GPA and is a
member of the National Honor Society and a member of
the Academic All-State team. Kenyon plans on attending
Louisiana-Lafayette.
Kenyon credits football for helping him make it

through challenging times. Rather than let issues in his life
break him, he wrote about those challenges “serving as my
motivation, a catalyst to alter my view of life in a positive
way.” He threw himself into football, following the words of
his coach, Ken Sears, who taught him, “the player with the
most heart becomes the greatest player both on the field
and in life.”
Among the others honored was Jacob Southerland of
Bonnabel, a tight end for the Bruins, who plans on attending
Southeastern Louisiana.
Long-time Allstate Sugar Bowl Executive Committee
member and former president, Jack Laborde, received the
Distinguished American Award, given annually to someone
who builds upon the lessons learned as a young football player to become successful and gives back to the community.
Laborde was a quarterback at Jesuit and Tulane. He
is the president of All Aboard Development Corp., a New Orleans based independent oil and gas exploration and development firm. He is a member of many boards and is the vice
chairman of the LSU Health Science Center Foundation and
serves on the board of advisors for Tulane’s School of Science
and Engineering. Laborde was king of Rex, the traditional
king of Carnival, in 2014.
Long-time college conference executive Karl Benson
received the award for outstanding contribution to amateur
Football for his many years of service to intercollegiate athletics.
Benson currently serves as the commissioner of the
Sun Belt Conference and preciously served with the MidAmerican Conference and Western Athletic Conference.
Benson is a native of the state of Washington and graduated
from Boise State.
National Football Foundation President and Allstate
Sugar Bowl Executive Committee Member Archie Manning
presented the awards to the scholar athletes.
The New Orleans Chapter of the National Football
Foundation was established in 1971. The Sugar Bowl took
over sponsorship of the chapter in 2000.
The 33 young men honored as Allstate Sugar Bowl
Scholar Athletes for the 2014-2015 school year are Daniel
Allen Hollander, Jr. (Archbishop Hannan), Pierce Bonck
(Archbishop Rummel), Archie Whelan, Jr. (Archbishop
Rummel), Jacob Southerland (Bonnabel), Zachary Randall
Kael (Brother Martin), Rory Paul Luke, Jr. (Brother Martin),
Roderic Fitzgerald Teamer, Jr. (Brother Martin), Isaiah
Carter (Covington), Bradley Watts (Crescent City Christian),
Elijah Rogers (East Jefferson), Matt Adams (Fisher High
School), Hunter Bastion (Fontainebleau), Brennan Kent
(Fontainebleau), Chase Mundle (Fontainebleau), Greg
Cook, Jr. (Helen Cox), Montana Giordano (Holy Cross),
Drew Drouilhet (Isidore Newman), Jabiari Tyler (Isidore
Newman), Johnathan Giardina (Jesuit), Robert Lobrano
(Jesuit), Michael McMahon (Jesuit), Michael Niedermair
(Mandeville), Walker Bright (Metairie Park Country Day),
Robert Livaudais (Metairie Park Country Day), Miguel
Hewitt Black (Northlake Christian), Zachary Vicknair
(Pearl River), William Arata (Pope John Paul II), Ian John
Reaudeau (Pope John Paul II), Will Dean (St. Martin’s
Episcopal School), Ethan Robarts (St. Martin’s Episcopal
School), Michael Brands (St. Paul’s), Bradley Clawson (St.
Paul’s) and William Kenyon (St. Paul’s).
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990
AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.
SportsNola.com. and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on Monday
nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general
manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the
Life Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com Monday, Thursday
and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as The Three Tailgaters
Show Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m.-noon with Ed
Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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Airport
Financing secured for North Terminal Project
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
As the airport prepares for construction of the North Terminal Project, financing for the project was a top priority. Consistent with the project funding plan, the airport recently sold General Airport Revenue
Bonds (GARBs) securing $486 million in bond proceeds for the project. In
anticipation of the bond issue, the three bond rating agencies – Moody’s,
Standard & Poor’s (S&P) and Fitch – each reviewed the airport’s credit. As
a result of this review, the airport continues to have a positive credit rating
with a stable outlook. The specific ratings by each of the agencies are:
Rating Agency
Moody’s
Standard & Poor’s
Fitch

Rating
A3
AA-

Outlook
Stable
Stable
Stable

These positive ratings reflect the confidence of the three major credit
rating agencies in the airport’s ability to successfully manage the new North
Terminal Project. The rating reflects the agencies’ view of the airport’s
continued growth in enplanements, low level of competition from nearby
airports, good level of airline diversity and strong liquidity position. It is
also expected that the airport’s increased debt burden will be balanced by

continuously improving financial metrics from growing passenger enplanements.
The airport secured the support of the airlines at the airport for the
North Terminal Project, including signed commitments from the airport’s
two largest passenger carriers, Southwest Airlines and Delta Air Lines.
Based upon the positive credit ratings received and support of the airlines,
the airport was able to price its bonds at a favorable interest rate and closing
on the bonds was completed in March 2015.
With funding in place, the North Terminal Project remains on schedule for completion in May 2018, in time for the tri-centennial celebration of
the city of New Orleans. The airport is in the final design phase with construction documents to be complete by June 2015. The new North Terminal
facility will have an expansive consolidated checkpoint, concessions strategically placed down the center of the concourses, more restrooms conveniently located throughout the facility and more. Construction is expected
to begin later this summer. For the most current information on the North
Terminal Project, please visit the airport website at www.flymsy.com and
click on “Long Term Development.”
The efficiencies of the new North Terminal project will reduce costs
for the airlines operating in New Orleans and, by reducing those costs, is
expected to strengthen the airport’s initiatives to encourage additional air

service. We continue to pursue additional domestic and international routes
from Armstrong International and these lower costs will help obtain greater
service for our region.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New Orleans International may be reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your
local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30
minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News
and Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click
on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.
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Rotator cuff problems a common cause of
shoulder pain
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By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Disorders of the rotator cuff represent a very common cause of shoulder
pain. The rotator cuff is comprised of four
tendons that cover the humeral head or “ball” of the shoulder joint. The
rotator cuff is important in guiding the shoulder joint through its large
range of motion. Patients with rotator cuff disorders usually report pain
over the top and side of the shoulder and side of the arm associated
with use of the arm. Shoulder pain secondary to rotator cuff disease is
common among people of various ages and activity levels. The problem
can occur not only in professional athletes and heavy laborers, but also
in recreational athletes and any individuals that perform repetitive
overhead activities. Rotator cuff disease can result from a single traumatic event or more commonly from overuse.
Disorders of the rotator cuff represent a spectrum of disease from
tendon degeneration or tendinosis to partial thickness tendon tears to
full thickness tendon tears. Rotator cuff disease is commonly associated with “bone spurs” or bony prominences of the acromion and acromioclavicular (AC) joint, structures found adjacent to the rotator cuff.
The diagnosis of rotator cuff disease is made by a careful history
and physical examination, plain radiographs (X-rays), and often an
MRI scan which provides anatomic detail of the rotator cuff tendons.

Many treatment options are available for patients with rotator
cuff problems. Nonsurgical treatments include modification of activiK&S Roofing_0515.indd 1
4/25/15 6:04 PM
ties, use of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medication, physical therAttorney
at
Law
apy for strengthening, ultrasound, iontophoresis and judicious use of
subacromial steroid injections. Many patients will respond to these
35 years
simple nonsurgical treatments. Surgical options are reserved for paexperience
tients with persistent complaints that have been refractory to nonsurgical management. Most patients with rotator cuff disease can be treated
with shoulder arthroscopy which is surgery performed with a camera
and motorized instruments through very small skin incisions. Using
shoulder arthroscopy we are able to remove inflamed tissue, remove
bone spurs from the acromion and acromioclavicular (AC) joint and
even repair a rotator cuff tear usually as an outpatient procedure.
Proper diagnosis and treatment of this common shoulder problem
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
requires an evaluation by your orthopedic surgeon.
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon
with over 14 years of experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete muscu836-0811
loskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For additional
information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Steven A. Watts

Watts_0215.indd 1

Community
Special summer movie program offers family-oriented films
The Grand Theatre Esplanade 14, managed by Southern Theatres,
L.L.C., is starting an annual film program, Summer Kids Flicks. Geared
towards kids and those who are kids at heart, the Summer Kids Flicks
series will offer an array of family-oriented films every Tuesday and
Wednesday throughout the summer season. The box office will open every Tuesday and Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., followed by a 10:00 a.m. show
time. Tickets may be purchased on the morning of the show at the box
office for $3.50 and will include admission along with a small box of
popcorn and a kid’s small soda.

All movies are rated G or PG. For a list of the movies scheduled to
be shown, go to www.thegrandtheatre.com.
The Grand Theatre Esplanade 14, located at 1401 W. Esplanade
Avenue, is a state-of-the-art facility that features all digital projection
and sound, 3D presentations, stadium seating, high-back rocker seats,
a GPX auditorium, and a game room. Grand Theatre patrons enjoy the
latest technologies and amenities available – a signature trademark
of Southern Theatres’ first-class customer service and entertainment
experience.

1/24/15 8:43 PM
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Real Estate

New consumer financial protection bureau forms may mislead customers and
complicate lending
By Linda R. Martin
Recently the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB) announced new
disclosure rules which will go into effect this summer. While their activation
is still months away, lenders are already wary that it will make the closing
process much more complicated, and could possibly mislead consumers.
New disclosure forms for real estate transactions will completely
change the home buying process as it is known today.
“As our member companies work to implement these new forms on
August 1, 2015, we strongly urge CFPB Director Richard Cordray to announce a five-month restrained enforcement period so that new business
processes can be adjusted to comply with these requirements,” said Michelle Korsmo, chief executive officer of American Land Title. Only when

the new forms are in practice will many issues and defects be discovered.
“Unfortunately we’re already aware of one major problem with the new
CFPB forms,” Korsmo stated. “The bureau’s closing disclosure, which replaces the current HUD1 Settlement Statement, inaccurately discloses the
fees associated with title insurance premiums for consumers. State law and
regulation in half of the United States dictates that consumers must pay the
insurance rates that are different than how the CFPB requires industry to
inaccurately disclose these fees to the consumer.”
As buying a home may be the largest investment a consumer will ever
make, Korsmo stressed the importance of allowing homebuyers to be accurately informed about the total cost of homeownership, including real estate
closing fees which, according to Korsmo, are not clearly outlined on the new
CFPB forms.
If these changes are not implemented correctly from the start, it will

certainly lead to closing delays, potential purchase contract defaults, followed by litigation between the parties to the transaction. These changes
affect multiple real estate-related industries and participants and will require a learning curve that should be without penalties to service providers.
Added Korsmo, “It’s critical that Director Cordray and the CFPB staff
adjust the disclosure forms prior to August 1 to ensure consumers receive
accurate information about their mortgage costs. Our member companies
stand ready to help the bureau ensure consumers are neither confused nor
misled at the closing table.”
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at
443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and
operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Home
Special home inspection considerations
By Dan Dormady
A general home inspection performed
by a licensed home inspector will provide
the buyer with a good understanding of the
major systems and components in the home
they are purchasing and identify any concerns regarding the home that the
buyer needs to be aware of in order to make an informed decision.
In some cases; however, a home may require one or more additional
inspections due to special circumstances. This column will discuss some of
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Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
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®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

the more common circumstances that warrant consideration for additional
inspections.
The first additional inspection that should always be considered is a
plumbing video inspection. This inspection can identify problems such as
a line break in the underground sewer piping and typically costs from $200
to $250. If a problem is identified before the home is purchased, it can save
thousands of dollars.
Indoor air quality is always a concern. Mold and mildew, fostered by
moisture accumulation, can lead to respiratory discomfort and aggravate
allergies and other respiratory conditions. Should visible suspect mold be
observed or a “musty smell” be present in a home, an air quality test should
be performed. An industrial hygienist will grab air samples both inside and
outside of the home and swab sample any visible mold to determine whether
there is a serious concern.
Many building products used prior to 1978 contained varying amounts
of asbestos-containing materials (ACM). Asbestos, in certain forms, may be
a health hazard. In an older home, ACM which may be present, include, but
is not limited to caulk, joint compound, vinyl tile flooring, roof felt, transite
board and insulation. It is recommended to contract a qualified asbestos
abatement contractor for spot testing of various building components prior
to any renovations that would involve disturbing possible ACMs. Renovation
work involving asbestos-containing materials (ACM) would need to be done
in accordance with applicable state and federal regulations.
Prior to 1977, paint was manufactured with lead. The major risk with
this type of paint is from ingesting it as a result of flaking, peeling, remodeling
or other activity that might disturb the paint. If kept in good condition, there

is little risk of ingesting the paint. A simple lead-based paint test kit can be
purchased at a home improvement store and is fairly easy to use.
Until 1986, copper plumbing was probably joined with a lead-based
solder. When done well, the lead exposure to the domestic water system is
limited. However, this condition can result in higher levels of lead in the drinking water in the house. A water sample can be tested to determine if there are
elevated lead levels in the tap water.
The newest issue is with contaminated drywall. Drywall manufactured in China and imported to the USA between 2002 and 2008 has been
determined to contain contaminates. New construction and post-storm
renovated homes were affected during this timeframe. There are two known
manufacturers of contaminated drywall – Knauf Plasterboard Tianjian and
L&W Supply Corp. Contaminants in the drywall include several sulfide and
disulfide compounds, not just strontium sulfide or hydrogen sulfide as many
places report. These contaminants came from the raw materials used during
the manufacturing process. Not all drywall from China is bad, but because
all known bad drywall comes from China, it is commonly known as Chinese
drywall. Contaminated drywall causes corrosion of wiring, including HVAC
systems and electrical systems, foul odor in the home and potential health
effects. If you suspect that the home that are considering to purchase has
contaminated drywall, you should have a qualified firm perform an inspection
and a bulk sample analysis.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed
home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and
commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 4566999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Community
Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy class #32 beginning in July
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4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
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Class # 32 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy will begin on Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police Complex located at 500
Veterans Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser and the Kenner
Police Department encourage citizens to participate in this unique opportunity to learn more about police operations.
Students attend free classes one night per week for 13 weeks; receiving instruction from trained police officers who are certified in their fields.
The academy provides detailed coverage about how the police department
works in its patrol division functions, crime prevention, criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 unit, crime scene procedures, criminal and
domestic violence laws, narcotics investigations, traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use of police force and self-defense, gang awareness and S.W.A.T.
Students receive a tour of police headquarters and the jail and participate in
a ride along with a police officer. Upon completion of the program, a graduation ceremony is held for students.
Graduates of the program receive the opportunity to join the Kenner

Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA), through which they can
lead the community in improving safety and promoting support for the Kenner Police Department. Alumni members can also volunteer their assistance
at various department events.
Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD Community Police
Corps. This great program gives members the opportunity to volunteer and
assist the KPD in its mission.
For more information and to fill out an application, visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Contact the Community
Relations Division at 712-2294, 712-2395 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.
com with any additional questions.
Download the Kenner Police Department’s Mobile App, which is a free
download for Apple or Android available through your devise app store by
searching for the Kenner Police Department. Crime tips can also be submitted through the KPD Mobile App. The Kenner Police Department also
maintains a Facebook page and Twitter account.
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May is one mother of a month at Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
May is a great
time to get together.
The weather is warm
but not too hot and
with Mother’s Day and
Memorial Day there are some prime opportunities to
meet up on the banks of Lake Pontchartrain. It’s a great
time to walk the levee or picnic with friends and family
in Laketown. Then once you’ve had enough sun, bring
the party inside for some exciting gaming action!
New slot and table games are being added to our
casino floor for great gaming action and our chef and his
staff are always cooking up something special for you to
indulge in at our Treasure Island Buffet. Plus, great live
entertainment is available for free five nights a week in
our showroom by top local bands. We are ready to entertain you any day of the week and have prepared a great
lineup of events waiting to be awarded this month.
All B Connected members win at Treasure Chest
on each of the following Fridays in May. On May 8, 15, 22
and 29 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. or 8:00 p.m. until
11:00 p.m., all players are guaranteed to win instantly
when they swipe their B Connected card at any promotional kiosk. All players receive one free swipe each
Friday and can win up to $5,000 slot dollars instantly.

Celebrate Mother’s Day at Treasure Chest with
a handful of events sure to make it memorable. Enjoy our Mother’s Day Brunch at the Treasure Island
Buffet all day from 10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. for only
$21.99. Then from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. life can be
more than a box of chocolates when all B Connected
players receive a special Mother’s Day box of chocolates with select boxes randomly loaded with $20 up
to $500 slot dollars. To qualify, simply earn 100 points
then swipe at any kiosk for your chocolate voucher,
while supplies last. Finally, a Mother’s Day favorite
when from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., four lucky B Connected players will be selected every hour to win a
designer handbag loaded with slot dollars ranging
from $50 on up to $500 slot dollars. Earn entries all
day and check in at any kiosk beginning at 3:00 p.m.
for your chance to win.
Be sure to visit us on May 30 for your chance to
win a brand new Mercedes Benz CLA 250. Once again,
every B Connected member receives one free entry and
you can earn additional entries all month long with every 100 points earned. On May 30 from 7:00 p.m. until
11:00 p.m. we will select six winners every hour to receive $200 slot dollars and a car key for their chance to
unlock their very own Mercedes Benz.

Free live entertainment during May at Treasure Chest
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number
is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject to change.
Fri., May 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Esplanade

Fri., May 8
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cold Shot

Sat., May 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Orleans

Sat., May 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Limited Edition

Sun., May 3
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., May 10
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., May 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., May 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Thurs., May 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Private Party

Fri., May 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
John Pierre
and Expressions
Sat., May 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Lo2
Sun., May 17
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., May 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Thurs., May 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Fri., May 22
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
South

Fri., May 29
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Midnight Special

Sat., May 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Cypress

Sat., May 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Off Da Hook

Sun., May 24
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., May 31
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., May 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Education

JPPSS recommended for accreditation
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS) has been recommended to receive full accreditation, according to the results of a comprehensive system-wide assessment. AdvancED, a third-party
educational evaluation group delivered the results on
April 9, 2015 to the Jefferson Parish School Board. The
school system is required to undergo an external review every five years.
Accreditors closely examined the school system
over a three-day period, which included internal data
reviews and meetings with 362 officials and community
stakeholders. The external review team also observed
156 classrooms in eight schools before presenting its
findings on exemplary practices and opportunities for
growth.
JPPSS received a considerable amount of praise
for its safety measures including single point of entry,
security cameras and police officers at school sites.

In addition, the external review team commended
its movement from “D” to “B” classification in recent
years.
Improvement priorities were also identified so
that the district can better its practices. These include
unified district-wide programs, a comprehensive curriculum and better analysis of student data.
Twenty-one specific indicators across five AdvancED standards inform how the system is rated
for quality. The standards are purpose and direction,
governance and leadership, teaching and assessing for
learning, resources and support systems, and using results for continuous improvement.
The school board accepted the recommendation
from AdvancED and the commission on accreditation
will make an official determination after review of the
accreditation results within 30 days. Accreditation is
good for five years.

Be sure to join in the winning this May. Your
friends at Treasure Chest are waiting to serve up a great
gaming experience. That’s why Treasure Chest Casino
is your kind of place!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Con-

nected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain
in Laketown. For more information, visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000..
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Community Development

Theatre
Camp

Join us for a two-week theatre camp. This camp will focus on all aspects
that go into preparing for a performance including acting, singing,
dancing, set design and more. The camp will end with a performance
for family and friends on the last day.

GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES

Camp Dates:

Monday-Friday
June 15-June 26
July 13-July 24
Exhibition Hall
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Your weekly camp fee of $125 is
wavied with grant
Applications accepted on a
first come, first served basis.
Incomplete applications
will be rejected.
Deadline: May 15th

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
Eligible participants include individuals and families
that...
1. have a total household income at or below 70%
of the Area Median Income as defined by HUD.
Current income limits based on family size are:

Household Income Limits
Household Maximum
Size
Income
1
$29,400		
2
$33,600		
3
$37,800		
4
$42,000
5
$45,360		
6
$48,720		
7
$52,080		
8
$55,440		

Applications are available at the following offices

Martin Luther King
Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner
Phone # (504) 466-0697

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida St. Kenner
Phone # (504) 469-2570

Michael S. Yenni
Mayor

Community Development
Department
624 Williams Blvd.
Phone # (504) 468--7588

Arleeta O. Terrell, Director
Community Development

This camp is made possible in part by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
KCD_Theatre Camp_0515.indd 1

4/25/15 6:10 PM
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Latin American News

DACA tax return penalty
By Rafael E. Saddy
Scams targeting immigrants have
gotten the attention of the federal government. There is a concern that tax preparers have been misinforming, and some
even outright scamming, Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) beneficiaries by filing an incorrect tax
return which causes them to pay a penalty for not having health insurance. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has released a statement
clarifying that there is no such penalty for undocumented immigrants
or for DACA recipients. DACA is a program announced by President
Obama in 2012 that gives temporary protection against deportation to
undocumented immigrants who came to this country as children.
The IRS website now reflects the clarity that advocates have been
pressuring it to spell out, that individuals who are not United States
citizens or nationals and are not lawfully present in the United States
are exempt from the individual shared responsibility provision. For this
purpose, an immigrant with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) status is considered not lawfully present and therefore is eligible for this exemption and should not pay a penalty. An individual may
qualify for this exemption even if he or she has a Social Security number.
The confusion arises from a policy under the Affordable Care Act that
requires nearly all Americans to have some form of health insurance or
face a penalty.
For 2014, the first year the policy went into effect, the penalty
for failing to get such health coverage was $95 per adult and $47.50
per child or one percent of taxable household income, whichever was
greater. The penalty will increase in subsequent years. However, the re-

quirement to have health insurance does not extend to undocumented
immigrants or DACA beneficiaries. That’s because they are not lawful
residents. DACA is only a benefit eligibility category, not an immigration status.
Tax preparers themselves say they sometimes don’t know if their
clients are DACA recipients. Failing to report someone’s DACA beneficiary status on a return makes them eligible for the penalty. If that
happened and the tax return was filed in error, the tax preparer needs
to file an amendment to get the penalty money back.
Community announcements
April 24 - May 3 – Jazz Fest, for line up go to http://lineup.nojazzfest.com.
May 8 – Jambalaya News invites you to celebrate Mother’s Day
in concert with Samuel Hernandez and his band at the Pontchartrain
Center, 4545 Williams Boulevard. For information call 305-4545.
May 8 – Latin American Civic Organization of Louisiana (LACAL) general meeting and 2015 Hispanic Summer Fest planning. For
information call 296-3976.
May 19 – Latin Council general meeting and discussion of issues
affecting the Hispanic communities. For information call 296-3976.
June 27 & 28 – Gala Music and Celebración Hispana invites you

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the board
of directors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Email
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Education
Jefferson Parish School Board appoints new
superintendent
On April 15, 2015, the Jefferson Parish School Board announced
the appointment of Isaac Joseph as the next superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS), effective May 1, 2015. The
announcement was made during a special meeting of the school board.
Joseph will succeed James Meza, Jr. who retired from JPPSS at the end
of his contract on January 30, 2015.
Joseph’s career in JPPSS spans 29 years and includes leadership
roles in the classroom, as a school administrator and in various executive level positions in the central office. Joseph has served as the system’s executive director of grants and federal programs since 2012. His
other roles include assistant superintendent of human resources (January 2009 - July 2012), assistant superintendent of federal programs
(July 2003 - January 2009), director of Title I programs (July 1998 June 2003), principal (July 1993 - June 1998), dean of student services
(February 1990 - July 1993), and teacher (August 1986 - January 1990).
“I am extremely humbled,” said Joseph. “There are so many
people to thank. This is a huge task and I look forward to serving as

Volleyball
from page 1

tour and are excited that locals will get to see this exciting sport and some
of the top athletes in the world,” said Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni.
The AVP New Orleans Open will be nationally televised on NBC and

Pattern-for-Progress
from page 1

create a unified development code that would replace its outdated comprehensive zoning ordinance.
To oversee the planning project, the city of Kenner’s Planning Department obtained the services of the University of New Orleans’ Planning Division, who had previously been hired to administer the 2008
Pattern-for-Progress land use planning scope-of-work.
The most integral factor in putting the plan together was obtaining citizen input. A series of eleven citizen workshops in each of the five
council districts gave citizens an opportunity to provide input and guidance on key community topics. The input received formed the core of the
information that was used in developing the goals and policies for the
four new elements of the plan.

Muhleisen_0813.indd 1

to its fourth Kenner Hispanic Summer Fest 2015 at Kenner Laketown.
In order to present an affordable and meaningful experience festival,
sponsorship opportunities are available. Sponsorship will assist for a
successful event and is a win/win for the community. For information
on sponsorship and/or participation call 850-766-4602.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various
programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of
issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or AT &T
Uverse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00
p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “There are three things in the world
that deserve no mercy – hypocrisy, fraud and tyranny.”

7/26/13 11:00 PM

superintendent.”
The Jefferson Parish School Board selected Joseph from a group of six applicants
seeking the position of superintendent to
Isaac Joseph
lead the state’s largest school district.
“I wish to thank the six candidates
that participated in the selection process,” said Jefferson Parish
School Board President Cedric Floyd. “This selection process has been
one of unprecedented transparency and openness. The search process
gave this board and community a choice.”
Joseph plans to improve the academic focus and support given to
schools, provide increased fiscal transparency, enhance school facilities and do more to engage parents and the community. He believes a
superintendent should be an excellent communicator, a trait he’s demonstrated throughout his career, whether it be with teachers, students,
parents, administrators, executive staff, board members or other community stakeholders.

will feature 64 top professional volleyball players culminating on Sunday
with the women’s final at 12:30 p.m. and the men’s final scheduled at
1:30 p.m.
General admission is free and VIP ticket packages are available. For
more information, go to the AVP website at www.AVP.com.

In addition, presentations and input was also received from the
Kenner City Council, the Planning Commission, the Board of Zoning
Adjustments, the Historic District Commission, the Kenner Code Committee, the Kenner Professional Business Association and the city’s Economic Development Committee.
The final result is a compilation of goals, policy statements, objectives, maps and statistical data, intended to manage and direct community growth in a unified planned design.
The adoption of the comprehensive plan is keeping with Louisiana
state law that requires all its local governments to adopt a master plan
as a way to manage growth of a community.
Kenner’s first future land use map was adopted in 1971. Then on
April 25, 1979 the Kenner City Council adopted Kenner’s first future land
use plan. Twenty-nine years later, in 2008 the City Council adopted the
Pattern-for-Progress Land Use Plan.
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from page 1

elected in late 2015, to work with the legislature to take
us down a different road and make certain that we
never again face such an awful fiscal crisis.”
The district of Rep. Stokes includes most of north
Kenner and an adjacent portion of northwest Metairie
along Lake Pontchartrain.
Senator Martiny, who has been in the legislature
since 1995 and is the most senior of the four Kenner legislators, includes among his bills a proposal that would
make it much more difficult for labor unions to deduct
union dues from the paychecks of their union members.
“This is a very controversial proposal that is certain to
bring about a huge confrontation between business and
labor,” said Senator Martiny.
Senator Martiny has also introduced a bill that
would allow Jefferson Parish hotels to charge a selfimposed Tourism Support Assessment fee which
would come from an added fee charged to guests. The
funds derived from this fee would be used by the Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau to promote and
advertise Jefferson Parish as a great place for leisure
tourists, conventions and trade shows and to target specific groups to bring their meetings to Jefferson Parish.
“This will be of special interest to the Kenner tourism
industry because one of the goals of this initiative is to
attract more business to the Pontchartrain Center. A
similar promotional campaign started in 2013 in New
Orleans has increased the number of conventions and
trade shows being held at the Morial Convention Center,” said Martiny. The assessment is expected to raise
$850,000 annually for Jefferson Parish.
Senator Martiny’s district covers the majority of
the city of Kenner along with some portions of East Jefferson Parish.
State Representative Thomas Willmott is a Republican legislator in his second term in the state
House of Representatives. One of his bills would provide
penalties for drivers on the Interstate who illegally use

Recreation master plan
from page 1

highlight the scope of the problem, Impastato said.
From 2003 to 2015, participation in baseball is down 60
percent while girls’ basketball is down 59 percent and
girls’ softball is down 55 percent, for example.
There has been no corresponding decline in
overall population, so that means Kenner is losing kids
to other athletic programs. Impastato said sports academies appear to be responsible for the majority of the
drop in participation.
These academies are specialty programs that offer
focused training in a particular sport and the opportunity for high-level competition and games throughout the
state and region, Impastato said. The academies usually
set up a base at a local playground, taking over maintenance and repair duties while still offering access to
local kids.
Kenner has academy arrangements for volleyball
at Coconut Beach, fast-pitch softball at Westgate Playground and soccer at Sal Plaia Field. But for other sports,
including those that are very popular in the city – such
as football, basketball and baseball – there are no options now in Kenner.
While some recreation departments in the state
are seeking increased tax money or turning over all playgrounds to a private company that is not happening in
Kenner.
“We, as an administration and council, are trying
to satisfy the needs of our kids without privatizing the
entire system and without raising taxes,” Impastato said.
“There is nothing wrong with the status quo when
things are working well,” Kenner Mayor Michael S.
Yenni said. “But that clearly is not the case at our play

cross-overs intended for use only by police and emergency vehicles. “We have seen instances where drivers
using cross-overs intended for emergency vehicles slow
down to five miles an hour before making their U-turn,”
said Representative Willmott. “This, of course, endangers anyone behind them who is driving at Interstate
speeds.” He said that drivers who want to turn around
on the Interstate should go on to the next interchange
for a safe turnaround.
Another of his bills calls for Louisiana ambulance
companies to set up a protocol requiring ambulances
that pick up stroke and heart attack patients must
bring them to the nearest medical facility specially
equipped to treat strokes and heart attacks. “Not all
medical facilities have the trained personnel and equipment to treat heart attacks and strokes,” said Rep. Willmott. “Because every minute counts in the treatment
of heart attacks and strokes, it’s vital that ambulance
companies be aware of which facilities in their area
have the personnel and equipment to treat these emergencies and instruct their drivers that in the event of
a heart attack or stroke patient the first priority is to
bring the patient to a facility that is best prepared to
provide life-saving support.”
State Senator Gary Smith, a Democrat from St.
Charles Parish whose district includes a slice of Kenner around the airport and along the river, is in his first
term in the state Senate after serving three terms in the
state House of Representatives. The bills he has introduced include a proposal that the term “simple rape” be
removed from state law. “There is no such thing as a
simple rape,” said Senator Smith. His proposal calls for
rape charges to be categorized as first, second or three
degree rape. Another of his bills expands the authority
of the state insurance commission to more aggressively
research proposals by insurance companies that want
to come into Louisiana to sell insurance here. “There
have been instances of insurance fraud committed by
companies that should not have been licensed to do
business in Louisiana,” said Senator Smith. “We feel
that if the insurance commission is authorized to do

grounds. The first step was to do the research, and that
has been completed. Considering our financial limitations, I believe these changes will allow our playgrounds
to thrive for years to come.”
The first step under the new master plan is to
closely examine all of the city’s playgrounds to determine if participation is an issue and how it can be addressed. In some cases, that could include adjusting the
seasonal sports schedule, Marroccoli said.
For example, if baseball is the overwhelming favorite at one playground and there is little participation in
other sports, creating year-round baseball leagues could
be the answer, Marroccoli said, adding that it is something other thriving programs in the state are doing.
If the decision is made to bring in a sports academy, Quigley said that playground would remain publically owned and operated as a public recreation facility.
Recreation officials would continue to ensure all playgrounds remain in compliance with federal, state and
local accessibility regulations.
Any leases entered into between the city and a
sports academy operator would be reviewed on a regular
basis to ensure the operator keeps the playground properly maintained and follows other terms of the lease
agreement for public use and accessibility, Quigley said.
Impastato said all of the research indicates the
new master plan and the possibility of sports academies
is the best way to recapture Kenner kids that are now
playing sports elsewhere.
“We have had an issue for a number of years and
this is the first time a city council and administration
has taken an aggressive approach,” Impastato said. “If it
doesn’t work, or if the system needs to be tweaked, we
can make the necessary changes.”

more complete background checks on insurance companies seeking to do business in Louisiana, we can reduce sharply the instances of insurance fraud.”
Citizens can follow the work of the 2015 regular
session on the Internet at www.senate.la.gov, www.
house.louisiana.gov or www.legis.la.gov where they
can read and print bills, review committee schedules
and agendas and watch legislative proceedings live or
through the legislature’s video archives. Live broadcasts
of legislative proceedings can also be seen weekday afternoons on certain local cable stations participating
in LaTV, a cooperative effort of the House, the Senate,
Louisiana Public Broadcasting and the Louisiana Cable
Television Association. The joint legislative website,
www.legis.la.gov, allows citizens to track legislation of
interest as issues move through the legislative process.
Senator Martiny’s District 10 office is located

at 131 Airline Highway, Suite 201 in Metairie and the
telephone number is 834-7676 and his email address is
martinyd@legis.la.gov.
The District 19 office for Senator Smith is located at 9 Apple Street in Norco. Senator Smith can
be reached at 985-764-9122 and his email address is
smithgl@legis.la.gov.
The District 79 office of Rep. Stokes is located
at 4203 Williams Boulevard, Suite 200 in Kenner. Her
telephone number is 468-8603 and her email address is
stokesj@legis.la.gov.
The District 92 office of Rep. Willmott is located
in Kenner at 2002 20th Street, Suite 204-A. Willmott’s
phone number is 465-3479 and his email address is willmott@legis.la.gov.
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REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
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Nobody
does it
better
than us!
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
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