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At its June 18, 2015 
meeting, the Kenner City 
Council elected new officers 
for the next six months be-
ginning July 1, 2015.

Kenner District 1 Coun-
cilman Gregory Carroll was 
elected council president 
succeeding Keith Reynaud, 
who serves as Kenner District 3 Councilman.

Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael Sigur was chosen as council vice-
president replacing Kenner Councilman-at-large Keith Conley in that capacity.

The Kenner City Council serves as the city’s legislative body, with the power 
to enact all ordinances and resolutions. The council is also responsible for pro-
viding its residents with the latest and most accurate information regarding all 
city of Kenner business and events. The council is governed by the Home Rule 
Charter of the city of Kenner.

The Kenner City Council meets in the council chamber at Kenner City Hall 
on the first and third Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. The agenda for each 
council meeting is prepared by the council clerk at noon on the Monday prior to 
each council meeting. The upcoming meeting dates are Thursday, July 9 and July 
23, 2015. The city of Kenner’s website is www.kenner.la.us.   

Kenner legislators help pass balanced state budget, but they say 
it’s only a temporary fix
By Allan Katz

State Senator 
Danny Martiny

State Senator 
Gary Smith

State Representative
Julie Stokes

State Representative 
Thomas Wilmott

Louisiana’s regular 2015 session convened on 
April 15 and adjourned on June 11. The four lawmak-
ers who compose the Kenner legislative delegation are 
very proud of the role they each played in the just-con-
cluded legislature’s passage of a balanced budget that 
narrowly avoided disastrous cuts in the state’s public 
health programs and universities.

But state Senator Danny Martiny, state Senator 
Gary Smith, state Representative Julie Stokes and 
state Representative Tom Willmott say that while the 
balanced budget is certainly a positive step, a compre-
hensive solution to the Louisiana’s many fiscal prob-
lems can only come from the governor and the legis-
lature that will be elected later this year. “We avoided 
disaster but that only serves to hold the door open for 
the next governor of Louisiana and the legislature to 
come up with a comprehensive plan that will allow us 

to avoid the crippling deficits that have built up over 
the last several years due to the downturn in the price 
of oil and the increasing costs of healthcare and pro-
viding quality education here in Louisiana,” said Sena-
tor Martiny, the most senior member of the Louisiana 
Legislature.

Representative Stokes, a certified public ac-
countant serving her first term and third session, has 
emerged as one of the legislature’s leading fiscal ex-
perts and has authored and passed more bills than any 
other legislator in the House. But she is far from satis-
fied. “Louisiana has the potential to be a leader among 
all the states but our fiscal structure leaves us in an 
impossible situation,” she said. “We have legislated our-
selves into a permanent fiscal crisis primarily through 
our fiscal decisions in 2002, 2007 and 2008. Louisiana 
has been lucky enough to make it on one-time money 
for many years. The drying up of the one-time money, 
compounded by the fall in oil revenues, has brought us 
to our knees. We temporarily plugged the dam with a 
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Police Chief Michael 
Glaser marks one year in 
job, very pleased about 
17.6 percent reduction 
in Kenner crime
By Allan Katz

Kenner Police 
Chief Michael Gla-
ser has held the top 
position in the KPD 
for a year and is very 
pleased that he can 
report a 17.6 percent 
reduction in major 
crimes.

“I don’t think 
there’s any question 

that Kenner is one of the safest cities in our state 
or our region,” said Chief Glaser, a 25-year KPD 
veteran. “The reductions in crime are a continua-
tion of the trend begun under my predecessor, for-
mer Chief Steve Caraway. We have 160 officers in 
the Kenner Police Department and they are work-
ing very hard. We stress visibility. We want the bad 
guys to know that we’re on the job and that we’re 
patrolling aggressively and actively. I think there 
is a definite deterrent effect when you patrol ag-
gressively and it shows in the reduced number of 
burglaries in 2015 compared to 2014.”

Police Chief Michael Glaser
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New officers elected by Kenner 
City Council

District 2 Councilman
Michael Sigur

District 1 Councilman
Gregory Carroll

The Kenner City Council on June 18, 2015, unanimously approved a condi-
tional use application for the construction of a new North Terminal, along with 
related improvements at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.

Approval of the application is required before any construction permits 
can be authorized and lays out the basic plan for the North Terminal.

The terminal will be 780,000 square feet with two concourses and associ-
ated airport facilities, including a new 600 cubic feet per second pump station 
and interior road network to access the facility. Concourses A, B and C will 
be demolished, while plans call for Concourse D and the two existing parking 
garages to be retained.

Kenner Council approves next 
step towards new airport terminal 
construction
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      The Kenner Star 
begins 24th year as 
city’s community 
newspaper

July 2015 marks the 23rd anniversary of 
the publication of the Kenner Star, Kenner’s 
only hometown newspaper.

Candy Lovitt, managing editor and mar-
keting director, said, “The Kenner Star is a free 
newspaper and has always been dedicated to 
and reported on local community, civic, chari-
table and governmental events in Kenner and 
also on the city’s progress over the last 23 years. 
Our method of distribution, mailed free each 
month to every registered voter household in 
Kenner with a circulation of almost 20,000, 
is very unique. We are able to provide a free 
newspaper because of the advertisers that  
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July 4th 
Fireworks on the Lake

9:00 p.m. at Laketown

Sponsored by 
The City of Kenner & Treasure Chest Casino

July 4th 
Fireworks on the Lake

9:00 p.m. at Laketown
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SPECIAL EVENT!
BACK TO SCHOOL MOVIE IN THE PARK

CONCESSIONS FOR SALE!
NO OUTSIDE FOOD, DRINK, OR PETS ALLOWED!

For more info, 468-7231 or visit, www.kenner.la.us

Enjoy family friendly features under the stars on 
a 25-foot outdoor movie screen! Bring your own 
lawn chair or blanket! Weather permitting!

at Muss Bertolino Stadium
620 West Esplanade Ave. NEW LOCATION

100% Chance 
of Snow!

AUGUST 8

Meet with Anna, Elsa, and Olaf  
from 6pm-8pm (Photos Available For $5)

SHOWTIME at 8 PM

Movies in the Park_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:39 PM

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  H   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  H  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s 
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our 
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back 
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights 
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da 
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned to 
look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how 
generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Presented by:

Big Birds  
Adventure

Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 45 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light.

Laser animations bring to life selections from Lady Gaga, Lil’ Jon, Katy Perry, Lorde,  
and Pharrell Williams among many others! This show is sure to get you poppin’!

MegadomeAd_0515.indd   1 4/25/15   4:18 PM



























































       
      
    
  








       
       
      











       
     
      



       
       
     




  










































 FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

NOW Open Every Saturday • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor  
or for more information call Nancy Ladner,  

Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market_0615.indd   1 5/23/15   6:05 AM

CityofKennerFP_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:40 PM
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care for women of all ages. 
O

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner we care for 
women through all stages of their lives –  from 
pregnancy to annual check-ups and menopause, we 
can handle it all. When it's time to have a baby, our 
Family Birthing Center includes private birthing 
rooms, a Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and 
free prenatal classes.

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 West Esplanade, Suite 501 
Kenner, LA 70065

To schedule an appointment, please call 
504.464.8506 or visit ochsner.org/kenner.

Primary Care AD_5w-13.125t.indd   1 2/19/15   2:57 PM

Ochsner Health Center – 
LaPlace Medical
502 Rue de Sante, Suite 206 
LaPlace, LA 70068
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Your appointment is just a few clicks away with 

ONLINE APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING 
for patients through         .
Visit my.ochsner.org.

“...Brazilian deli serving an impressive array of 

meat pies, some very novel sandwiches and a  

Saturday afternoon stew like no other.” — Gambit

Authentic 

BrAziliAn 
Cuisine 

made 
Fresh DAily 

with  
homemADe spiCes

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with  

spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada 
traditional black bean & pork stew made with  

salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage  
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice 

sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,  
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N  • 468-3533

M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

62 menu items under $10

Brazilian Burgers start at $5.75

Breakfast 
served

Daily 

Grilled Brazilian Cut Top sirloin steak

Daily specials 

$836

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd   1 1/26/14   11:57 AM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
GRILLED CHIMICHURRI 
CHICKEN    

By foodieforone.com
Start by preparing the chimichurri recipe below. 
Chimichurri is a delectable, rich, full of flavor green sauce 
created for grilled meats that originated in Argentina. This 
homemade chimichurri can be served with many other 
meats such as ribs, steaks and pork.

Add the following ingredients to a blender, ninja or 
food processor and pulse for about 10 seconds. Place in 
covered jar at room temperature for about an hour.

1 cup fresh parsley (no stems); 1/4 cup fresh cilantro (no stems); 3/4 cup olive oil

1/4 cup red wine vinegar; 1 teaspoon crushed red pepper; 1 teaspoon cumin; 1 teaspoon kosher salt

1 teaspoon dried oregano; 1/4 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper; 3 minced garlic pods

This recipe is enough chimichurri for eight chicken breasts. If you prepare less, refrigerate unused chimichurri 
to be enjoyed another time with anything you desire.

Use boneless, skinless chicken breasts. Trim as much fat off as possible. With a sharp knife, carefully cut 
the chicken breast as if filleting a fish and butterfly the chicken. Start on the thin end stopping short before 
reaching the thick end. Do not cut through.

Place the butterflied chicken breast between two pieces of plastic wrap. Using a meat hammer, pound to make 
the entire piece approximately the same thickness. Spread a heaping tablespoon of chimichurri to both sides of 
chicken breasts and marinate for one hour, if time allows, for best results. Pre-heat grill to high heat. Grill three 
minutes per side as thin chicken will cook quickly. Chicken breast should feel slightly firm before removing 
from heat. Allow to rest for a couple minutes. The chicken will continue to cook during this rest. Enjoy.

Recipe Corner_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:42 PM
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Jewelry

Dining & Wines

Entertainment & Travel

Sports & Memorabilia

Art & Collectibles

And Much More!

Donate to Auctions in August 
& Benefit Your Favorite Non-Profit!
Individuals, businesses, and non-profits are encouraged to make a donation in
Gulf Coast Bank’s Auctions in August and designate the non-profit to 
receive 100% of the funds. 

For more information, go to 
AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM 
or ask a banker.   

800.223.2060  |  GULFBANK.COM

GCB_AIA_Donate_KSad6943.indd   1 6/17/15   2:48 PM

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM
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The damaging cost of Jindal’s burning ambition 
 By Jeff Crouere

Kenner is extreme-
ly fortunate in 2015 to 
have outstanding public 

officials who perform above and beyond the call of duty.
Much has already been written and broadcast about 

the performance of Mayor Michael S. Yenni who I think will 
go down in history as one of Kenner’s best mayors of all time. 
Probably not enough has been said about the fine perfor-
mance of the current and past Kenner City Councils who 
have worked well with the mayor and with each other. When 
Mayor Yenni leaves office, the challenge for Kenner voters 
will be to select a successor who can carry on the effective, 
progressive programs begun by Yenni and the council.

Kenner is also fortunate in having Police Chief Mi-
chael Glaser filling the seat where retired Police Chief Steve 
Caraway performed ably for eight years. Like Yenni, I think 
Chief Caraway was one of the best ever in his position. Now, 
Chief Glaser seems to be performing superbly. As with Cara-
way, the Kenner Police Department under Glaser is reduc-
ing the volume of crime. So far, in 2015 compared to 2014, 
major crimes in Kenner are down 17.6 percent. One of the 
toughest challenges for any police chief is to maintain a high  

 
 
sense of morale among his troops. Chief Glaser, at least it 
seems so far, has been responsive to the legitimate requests 
of his troops regarding such matters as vacation policy and 
the KPD is working hard for the new chief. When crime goes 
down 17.6 percent, you know that police officers are mak-
ing themselves highly visible, responding to calls quickly and 
following up cases effectively. Kudos to the dedicated men 
and women of the KPD who protect our city. Our hats are 
off to you.

Chief Glaser has every right to say that Kenner is one 
of the safest cities in the state or in the region. If Kenner is 
going to continue to prosper as Mayor Yenni and the council 
hope, the city’s reputation for safe streets is absolutely es-
sential.

The recent legislative session was much criticized but, 
in the game within the game, the Kenner legislative delega-
tion was individually and, as a group, outstanding. Louisi-
ana’s terrible fiscal problems are a product of Governor 
Bobby Jindal’s wrong-headed, misguided policies. Because 
Louisiana’s governors for generations have ruled the state 
as kings, there are limits to what the legislature can do to 
overcome a governor’s mistakes, slips and falls. But, within 
those limits, much that is positive can be said about the work 
of Kenner’s four-member legislative delegation in 2015.

State Senator Danny Martiny is the most senior mem-

ber of the legislature. He has served brilliantly in the House 
and Senate. For many years, he handled more bills than any 
other member of the legislature. This is his last year and he 
will be sorely missed. Before leaving, he carried to passage a 
bill that will allow the Jefferson Parish Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau to raise funds from member hotels to promote 
Jefferson tourism and convention facilities. This is of special 
interest to Kenner whose Pontchartrain Center is the par-
ish’s primary convention and trade show facility. If there 
were a Kenner Hall of Fame for legislative service, Senator 
Martiny would be an honored member.

One of the fastest-rising and most admired members 
of the Louisiana Legislature is state Representative Julie 
Stokes whose district is in Kenner and Metairie. Elected 
in 2013, Stokes is a University of New Orleans accounting 
graduate who is a certified public accountant. This session, 
she handled and passed more bills than any other legisla-
tor in the House. To protect the billion dollar film industry 
in Louisiana, Rep. Stokes and state Senator J.P. Morrell 
of New Orleans authored and passed a package of reform 
bills to bring more accountability and more taxpayer value 
to the film tax credit program. She says a contradictory and 
controversial bill authored by another legislator, HB829, was 
passed to limit the use of tax credits on the returns of enti-
ties that earned film credits or purchased them. Parts of the 
bill need to be reversed in 2016 to save the film industry’s 
huge economic impact in the state.

Rep. Stokes has become one of the go-to woman at 
the legislature for fiscal issues. Perhaps the next governor of 
Louisiana will be conferring with Rep. Stokes about how to 
repair Louisiana’s fractured finances.

State Representative Thomas Willmott is a second-
term legislator who has been one of the driving forces be-
hind Louisiana’s innovative Save Haven Law. This law allows 
a parent or guardian to turn an unwanted newborn over 
to a police officer, a firefighter, medical personnel or other 
sanctioned personnel without penalty. The law is aimed at 
getting newborns out of the hands of those who don’t want 
them into the hands of those who do. Unwanted children are 
most often victims of abuse and neglect. Rep. Willmott has 
led the effort to help unwanted children nevertheless find 

“forever homes.”
State Senator Gary Smith resides in St. Charles Parish 

but his district includes part of south Kenner. He has been a 
leader in the effort to put laws banning sexual battery in Lou-
isiana’s law books. This year, due in large part to his efforts, 
the legislature passed Louisiana’s first law setting up penal-
ties for those convicted of sexual battery, including jail time 
and fines. Senator Smith says that “Louisiana is too good a 
place to allow malicious sexual harassment of any one.”

Let’s give credit where credit is due. These elected of-
ficials are serving the public admirably. That is not always 
the case.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Police Chief Michael Glaser, Kenner legislative delegation both give outstanding 
performances
By Allan Katz

Political

After years of me-
ticulous planning, Loui-
siana Governor Bobby 
Jindal finally made his 
big presidential cam-

paign announcement on June 24 in Kenner’s Pontchar-
train Center. According to his aide, Timmy Teepel, the 
location was ideal for attendees traveling from New 
Orleans and elsewhere. Jindal joined the ever growing 
ranks of candidates, which could total 16 or more by the 
end of July.

It was first publicized that Jindal would make the 
announcement in New Orleans, which was a ridiculous 
idea. Not only is New Orleans a liberal Democrat city, 
but it has also been ignored by Jindal throughout his 
terms as governor. Jindal knows more about the prob-
lems of Iowa and New Hampshire than the ones plagu-
ing the Crescent City.

During his seven years as governor, New Orleans 
has struggled with persistent problems of crime, blight, 
poverty and horrible infrastructure. A proactive gover-
nor would have worked with the Democrat mayor of 
New Orleans to deal with these issues, thus benefitting 
his state as a whole. Instead, Jindal has been largely a 
bystander to the developments in New Orleans, always 
placing his own political aspirations above any of the 
issues in his state’s largest city.

In one way, it is fitting that Jindal announced for 
president here in Kenner, for it is in this city that Jindal 
briefly lived. When he was first elected to the U.S. House, 
Jindal represented Kenner and the residents of the 1st 
Congressional District. Not surprisingly, he spent his 
congressional years running for higher office, repeated-
ly visiting north Louisiana in a quest to build support for 
an eventual gubernatorial campaign. For Jindal, serv-
ing his constituents was never adequate or important. 
They were used as stepping stones to achieve loftier  

 
 
political positions.

Unfortunately for Jindal, the strategy of ignoring 
those who pay his salary eventually backfired and de-
stroyed his political future in Louisiana. Today, Jindal 
could not win a state legislative seat and he certainly 
could not win a Louisiana Republican presidential 
primary. Sadly, a politician who was once seen as the 
brightest political star in Louisiana is finished as a po-
litical force in the Bayou State.

Recent political surveys have showed the Gover-
nor with an approval rating between 27 to 31 percent. 
By a wide margin, he is the most disliked politician in 
Louisiana. In fact, he is much more unpopular than 
President Obama, who twice lost in Louisiana and has 
an anemic approval rating in the low 40s. At this point, 
Jindal would love those approval numbers.

On the national stage, his performance has been 
no better, in fact, it has been even worse. While he has 
shown plenty of persistence and traveled extensively to 
the key states, Jindal has not been able to attract much 
enthusiasm from Republican voters. Numerous polls 
show Governor Jindal in last place, languishing at one 
percent support. At that point, he is not in the top ten 
ranking of presidential candidates. If this continues, he 
will not be asked to participate in the televised candi-
date debates.

One of the problems for the governor is that most 
of his competitors have better track records, are better 
campaigners and are much more impressive on the 
stump. While the governor is quite smart and can list 
facts and figures with authority, he is not a compelling 
speaker. For evidence, watch the governor’s painful 
2009 GOP response to the president’s State of the Union 
address. It may qualify as the worst presidential re-
sponse given by a representative of either political party.

Another dilemma for Governor Jindal is that he 
has achieved limited success in his home state. Cur-

rently, Louisiana is reeling from a financial crisis and 
is in the midst of a massive $1.6 billion budget deficit. 
During his tenure, funding for higher education has 
been severely cut and no longstanding problems have 
been solved. The governor’s attempt at tax reform was 
a failure, while his so-called ethics reforms have been 
totally inadequate.

His handling of the controversy surrounding the 
Common Core educational standards has been utterly 
inconsistent. Initially, he was a supporter of the pro-
gram, but now he is a critic. Compromise legislation 
was passed this year in Baton Rouge without the real 
involvement of the governor.

In this legislative session, the once powerful 
Jindal was rarely seen. In fact, he made only one or two 
appearances during the entire session. Legislators were 
emboldened by Jindal’s unpopularity and absence and 
ultimately showed some independence this year.

For many years, Bobby Jindal has obviously 
dreamed of running for president. He has spent years 
cultivating relationships around the country. Now, in 
the most crowded field of candidates ever, he finally 
has his chance. Regrettably, the state of Louisiana suf-
fered while the governor pursued his passion. It will be 
critical in this fall’s gubernatorial election for Louisiana 
voters to learn from their mistake. Voters need to elect 
a candidate who will focus on the needs, problems and 
concerns of the people of Louisiana. We cannot afford 
another part-time governor.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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On June 18, 2015, 
the Kenner City Coun-
cil approved a new 4 ½ 
year contract with Veo-
lia Water that will save 

Kenner more than $500,000 in the first year alone and 
clearly spells out expenses, overhead and profit for full 
transparency.

The city entered into a contract with Veolia Water 
in 1995, which was extended in 1999, to privatize the 
wastewater operations in the city of Kenner. Over the 
years, some elements of the contract that favored Veolia 
became apparent. For example, Veolia was not required 
to report when it either added or let workers go. So as 
the company saw that the job of handling wastewater 
operations could be done with much fewer than the 84 
budgeted positions it had when the contract was first 
signed, the cost-savings from eliminating positions 
meant a greater profit for Veolia.

That’s not to criticize Veolia. Company officials 
negotiated in good faith in the 1990s and have proven 
invaluable over the years in handling issues with citi-
zens, the administration and particularly the state De-
partment of Environmental Quality.

That 1999 contract had provisions for automatic 
renewals, but also included a provision allowing the city 
to notify Veolia if we did not want to renew under the 
existing terms of the contract. We did that in January 
of 2015. An expert had been hired in July 2014 to study 
the issue to help us determine if a revised contract, or 
handling sewerage operations in-house by creating a 
new department under Civil Service rules, was the best 
course of action.

Thanks to cooperation from Veolia, we now have 
a new contract that allows Veolia to continue providing 
wastewater management services in Kenner. But the 
contract clearly spells out all expenses and requires a 
certain minimum number of employees. If that number 
changes, Kenner must be notified. 

For example, if Veolia loses a worker to retire-
ment, the cost savings of the amount of salary and ben-
efits goes to the city. Under the old contract, Kenner 
wouldn’t have to be informed, and any cost-reduction in 
salaries benefitted only Veolia.

Veolia now has a fixed annual management fee of 
$545,000 that includes overhead and profit. That repre-
sents a $244,000 reduction from the fee the company 
was receiving yearly under the old contract. In addition, 
Veolia has agreed to forgive $260,000 in interest the city 
owed to the company – a one-time, but significant sav-
ings.

I am excited to have Veolia remain because of the 
company’s intimate knowledge of Kenner’s wastewater 
system. In addition, having a relationship with an inter-
national firm such as Veolia benefits Kenner in many 
ways. Veolia makes purchases for hundreds of contracts 
it handles throughout the U.S. and the world. That 
means lower unit prices for Kenner. The corporation 
has an excellent record of training employees and keep-
ing workers on top of the latest trends in the industry.

There’s no way Kenner could have the same buy-
ing power to handle some of these costs as efficiently as 
Veolia. Finally, in the event of an emergency, Veolia can 
call on personnel from around the country to temporar-
ily locate to Kenner to handle the emergency, if neces-
sary. That is a significant advantage for the city and a 

City benefits from substantial savings with new wastewater contract
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

Government

On May 26, 2015, Jefferson Parish President 
John F. Young, Jr. announced the resignation of Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) Jennifer Van Vrancken Dw-
yer effective May 26, 2015. Dwyer joined the parish 
administration in December of 2010. Dwyer is leaving 
to pursue another avenue of public service. “Jennifer 
has served the citizens of Jefferson Parish admirably. 
I wish her well in her future endeavors,” said Young.

Young also announced Jacques Molaison will 
begin serving as COO upon Dwyer’s resignation. Mo-
laison had served as Jefferson Parish’s deputy chief 
operating officer.

Andrew Maestri, will move from chief adminis-
trative assistant into the role of deputy chief operat-
ing officer.

“Jacques and Andrew already are integral mem-

bers of this administration, so this will allow for a 
seamless transition and a continuation of the goals 
of this administration in serving the citizens of Jef-
ferson Parish,” said Young.

Virginia Ruth Walker, who had served as assis-
tant parish attorney, will move into the role of chief 
administrative assistant. Walker will oversee the 
department of human resource management, the de-
partment of personnel, the community justice agency, 
electronic information services and the library de-
partment.

“Ruth’s experience as an assistant parish attor-
ney and supervisor has prepared her for her new role 
as CAA in Jefferson Parish government. I am confi-
dent she will serve the citizens of Jefferson Parish 
well,” said Young said.  

Jefferson Parish announces administrative 
staff changes

My name is Vic-
toria Kinchen and I am 
so proud to have been 
chosen in April as the 

new Kenner Civil Service Director.
I am a certified human resource professional with 

an MBA from Southeastern Louisiana University and 
three years of experience in civil service administration 
at the city of Mandeville. I was drawn to apply to the 
position because I believe that together the city and its 
civil servants can achieve great things for Kenner.

Kenner residents voted to establish civil service 
in city in 2006. As provided for by the city’s Home Rule 
Charter, the Civil Service Department is made up of the 
Civil Service Board, the director, and one staff member. 
The board is comprised of five volunteers who are ap-
pointed by various institutions to perform quasi-judicial 
and administrative functions related to the Kenner 
merit system of employment.

As director, I am responsible to the board for the 
recommendation and, upon approval, implementation 
and administration of the merit system rules, classifi-
cation plan, and pay plan applicable to the classified 
service. In my first year, I hope to review the current 
merit-based testing system and the organization design 
of the city’s departments.

One of my first objectives after taking over the de-
partment was to propose significant Civil Service rule re-
visions that were aimed at perpetuating the merit prin-
ciple of Kenner’s classified service. These revisions ad-
dressed two key components of the merit system – per-
formance evaluations and pay increases. The changes 
were unanimously approved by the Civil Service Board.

All Kenner civil servants will now be evaluated 
for a set annual period so as to increase evaluation 
completion rates and encourage consistency of scor-
ing. Previously, the rule for pay increases allowed for an 
across-the-board increase in any year following the ab-
sence of an increase. Under the revised rule, at least 50 
percent of the pay increase in any year must be based 
upon merit as determined by each civil servant’s per-
formance evaluation rating. Kenner Civil Service rules 
are available for review on the Civil Service Department 
page of the city’s website at http://kenner.la.us.

Another focus of the department will continue 
to be the recruitment of qualified and motivated in-
dividuals to serve the city. Competitive wages, insur-
ance, retirement and a positive work environment all 
make the city of Kenner a great place to work. The city 
of Kenner is proud to provide equal employment op-
portunities (EEO) to all employees and applicants for 
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, disability or genetics in accordance 
with applicable federal, state and local laws. Individuals 
interested in employment with Kenner Civil Service can 
view current openings on the Kenner Civil Service Jobs 
website, https://csjobs.kenner.la.us/.

I look forward to working with the city and our 
exceptional civil servants.   

Victoria Kinchen, PHR, SHRM-CP, is the city of 
Kenner’s Civil Service Director and can be reached at 
468-5477 or at vkinchen@kenner.la.us. Kenner’s Civil 
Service Department is located at 1801 Williams Boule-
vard, Building C, 2nd Floor.

Meet the city’s new civil service 
director
By Victoria Kinchen – Kenner’s Civil Service Director

benefit we do not take lightly.
The contract also includes incentives for Veo-

lia to make a greater profit. The cost of electricity is 
perhaps the biggest expense in operating wastewater 
collection and treatment systems. If the company can 
develop a program that saves electricity costs, Kenner 
and Veolia would share in those savings. Additionally, 
private companies may be interested in the disposal 
of approved domestic waste at the Kenner wastewater 
treatment facility. Veolia would monitor this operation 

in accordance with all state regulations, and any rev-
enue resulting from this operation would be shared 
with the city.

I want to thank my administrative team that 
helped to negotiate this contract, the council for their 
support as we worked through issues, and of course, 
our friends at Veolia.    

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by 
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
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CITY OF KENNER
Proposed

Unified Development Code

The City of Kenner proposes to create a new unified 
development code for the purpose of updating the 
comprehensive zoning ordinance. Citizens wishing to 
comment on zoning matters are encouraged to attend.

Tuesday, July 14, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Heritage Hall
303 Williams Boulevard

Wednesday, July 15, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Driftwood Park Country Club
94 Gelpi Avenue

Monday, July 20, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

The Pavilion at Kenner City Park
3800 Loyola Drive

Tuesday, July 21, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Council Chambers

1801 Williams Boulevard

Tuesday, July 28, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Council Chambers

1801 Williams Boulevard

Sponsorship provided by Louisiana Office of Community Development (OCD)
Comprehensive Resiliency Pilot Program

For more information, call the Kenner Planning Department at 468-7280 or visit 
http://www.kenner.la.us/planning.html

If ADA disability accommodations are needed please call 468-7280  
at least seven working days prior to the meeting date.

Kenner Planning_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:44 PM

Networking reservations:  
RSVP: reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com 
or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

KENNER 
BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing  
Kenner Businesses and 
Our Community Together

SAVE THE DATE
KBA 30th Anniversary Party 

September 24, 2015

Join us for the
Kenner Business Association

JULY LUNCHEON

TUESDAY, JULY 21
Speaker:  
Kenner Mayor  
Michael S. Yenni
Topic: State of the City

11:30 a.m.- Noon: Registration
Noon-1pm: Presentations with Q&A

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

KBA_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:45 PM

Distraction is 
anything that diverts 
the driver’s attention 
away from the prima-
ry tasks of navigating 

the vehicle and responding to critical events. To put it 
another way, a distraction is anything that takes your 
eyes off the road (visual distraction), your mind off 
the road (cognitive distraction) or your hands off the 
wheel (manual distraction). When you think about 
tasks that can be a driving distraction, you can see 
that they often fit into more than one category. For 
example, eating is visual and manual, whereas using 
a navigation system is all three.

There are two basic components of the distrac-
tion safety problem. The attentional demands of 
the distracting task and the frequency with which 
drivers choose to multitask. Task demands relate to 
the amount of resources (visual, cognitive, manual) 
required to perform the task. The other issue is expo-
sure, which is how often drivers engage in the task. 
Putting those two concepts together, even an easy 
task can be a bigger safety problem if the person does 
the task 50 percent of his or her driving time.

Driving distractions contribute to more than 
4,000 automobile accidents a day. And even more 
startling, one teenager dies every 92 minutes in an 
accident caused from a distraction when driving.

Please review the following common dangers of 
driving listed below. Make sure you go over this infor-
mation with your teenage drivers as these simple tips 
can keep your family safe on the road.

When driving, cell phone usage increases your 
chance of having a crash by 400 percent. Refrain 
from talking or texting on your phone until you are 
at a complete stop.

Adjusting your electronic devices or radio 
makes you six times more likely to have an accident. 
Wait until you are stopped to make adjustments or 
have a passenger take care of this for you.

Always proceed when passing an accident or 
vehicle stopped by the police. Your slowing down to 
look can cause crashes from behind and cause traffic 
delays.

When traveling with someone, take turns eating 
and driving. When alone, simply pull over and eat be-
fore getting on the road.

Plan activities such as coloring or drawing to 

keep your children from distracting you during long 
drives or travel.

Protect yourself from bad drivers by staying as 
far away from them as possible. Don’t let their behav-
ior make you angry or anxious.

Never let your passengers interfere with your 
safe driving. When conversation or behavior becomes 
loud or obnoxious, you become distracted and put ev-
eryone in the vehicle at risk.

If you are a passenger and notice the driver be-
coming distracted, do not be afraid to let them know.

As parents, you should refrain from allowing 
new teenage drivers to carry numerous passengers 

until they are more experienced.
Alerting your teenagers of these aforemen-

tioned tips will help keep the roads safe.   

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department 
website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also down-
load the free Kenner Police Department mobile app 
for both Apple and Android devices as well as access 
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter 
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information.

Stay focused on the road by preventing driving distractions
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

KPD women’s self-defense course taking 
place in July

The Kenner Police Department will hold the 
next women’s self-defense course on the evenings of 
July 20, 22 and 23, from 6:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. The 
program teaches women self-defense techniques and 
how to execute them properly if they are ever con-
fronted by an attacker.

The course is free and open to all females 13 
years and older. Participants may take the course as 
many times as desired to learn the latest self-defense 
and safety techniques. The course is taught by certi-
fied police officers who conduct group discussions 
and demonstrations on the definitions of types of  

 
sexual assaults, lawful means of self-defense, abduc-
tion, risk awareness, recognition, reduction and avoid-
ance and self-defense techniques.

Participants will also have the opportunity, if 
they so choose, to practice self-defense techniques 
with a certified instructor. In order to sign up, partici-
pants must agree to be present all three days of class.

For more information and to fill out an appli-
cation, visit the Kenner Police Department website 
at www.kennerpd.com and click the women’s self-
defense link. Contact the KPD Community Relations 
Division at jvirgil@kennerpd.com or 712-2395 for 
more information.    

Community

Jefferson Parish opened the new Jefferson Per-
forming Arts Center (JPAC) with a grand opening 
gala on June 20, 2015. The red-carpet event and gala 
reception was headlined by The Branford Marsalis 
and Joey Calderazzo Duo, each celebrated Grammy 
Award winners. The opening act showcased JPAC 
artist-in-residence Jefferson Performing Arts Society, 
led by Maestro Dennis Assaf, along with additional 
performances by Delta Festival Ballet, Jefferson Bal-
let, and local celebrity kingfish Spud McConnell.

Reception entertainment was provided by 
members of the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra.

JPAC is the new state-of-the-art performance 
venue of Jefferson Parish and the Greater New  

 
Orleans region, featuring: a plush, modern, acous-
tically-designed interior, an impressive 51-foot pro-
scenium arch stage with a mechanized orchestra 
lift and a theatrical fly rigging system created by the 
world renowned designer J.R. Clancy. The facility’s 
expansive lobby includes a building-wide six-story 
window-wall overlooking LaSalle Park, artwork by 
internationally acclaimed Louisiana artist Hunt Slo-
nem, a full-service bar, and a VIP-guest lounge. The 
backstage area is able to accommodate touring and 
management companies of all sizes and also boasts 
an artist’s “green” room, four-star dressing rooms and 
six ensemble dressing rooms.

The JPAC is located at 6400 Airline Drive  
in Metairie.  

The Jefferson Parish Performing Arts Center 
opens with grand gala

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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Home

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie

836-0811

Watts_0215.indd   1 1/24/15   8:43 PM

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM
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Personalized Awards for:
 Dance Scholastic Music
 Swimming Retirement Safety
 Parties Bowling Pool
 Football Track Basketball
 Soccer Baseball Golf
 Tennis Racquetball Karate

T-Shirts & Caps

36 YearAnniversary

AAA_Trophies_0615.pdf   1   5/20/15   5:42 AM

When homeowners are remodeling 
their homes, they often would like to ex-
pand an area of the house by removing an 
interior wall. But, can this be done safely 

and what needs to be considered before removing the wall?
Taking down an interior wall or removing a section of one is a part 

of many home remodeling projects. Over the years, many homeowners will 
desire breaking through a wall in a little-used formal dining room to enlarge 
the kitchen and create a more open floor plan. Sometimes homeowners 
desire the removal of a wall between two small adjoining bedrooms to trans-
form these rooms into a single, large master bedroom suite.

Certain walls can be removed without much difficulty. Interior walls 
that run parallel to floor or ceiling joists generally do not bear the weight 
of upper floors or the roof and can be removed completely. However, the 
exterior walls and most walls with ceiling joists or beams resting on their 
top plates are structural and are called, “load-bearing walls.” If one of these 
walls is removed, a modification such as the addition of a beam must take 
its place to support the weight of the ceiling and roof above.

Before any demolition occurs, the contractor must construct a tempo-
rary wall to carry the loads until the new beam is installed. Typically, if the 
finished opening will be 10 feet long or less, a beam can be fabricated on site 
from multiple 2x10s or 2x12s with plywood in between these members. The 
sizing of the beam is critical to properly replace the load carrying ability of 
the wall being removed and contractors rely on beam tables in the building 
code to specify the required beam size.

For wider openings, engineered beams or steel are recommended. 
There are two basic types. “Glulam” beams are made from lengths of solid 
lumber glued together. They can take a stain and varnish finish. Laminated 

veneer lumber (LVL) beams are made from wood veneer pieces and are 
usually covered with drywall or solid wood for appearance sake. Engineered 
beams are manufactured by several different companies and information 
is readily available on the Internet. When selecting a contractor for your 
project, we recommend you ask them if they have experience working with 
engineered beams. Steel beams are often required for really wide openings.

When removing a wall, it is often best to leave a short section of the 
original wall in place on either side of the new opening. This makes it a lot 
easier to install the beam, and it also creates a bit of a corner for placing 
chairs, cabinets and other furniture or decorating elements. Whether the 
wall is completely or partially removed, the demolition work is messy, so the 
area should be isolated with plastic sheeting. Also, something that is not 
often thought of is the void in the finished flooring that’s revealed when the 
wall comes down. It has to be patched or a whole new floor has to be part of 
the remodeling plan.

Consulting with a licensed professional engineer who is experienced 
in residential construction and remodeling is recommended for this type of 
project to ensure the structure of the house will not be compromised by the 
remodeling plans.    

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and li-
censed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady En-
gineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady 
can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, 
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ 
website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Interior wall removal guidelines
By Dan Dormady

Real Estate

If you are like me, thoughts of putting 
your home on the market and moving up, 
down or out of Dodge all together periodi-

cally float through your mind. These days, there’s extra incentive given the 
inventory shortage in most regions of the country-some areas are even ex-
periencing bidding wars.

“After back-to-back years of a robust housing recovery, we are continu-
ing to experience another year of an inventory shortage of homes for sale,” 
reports Phil McBride, a real estate agent from Bellevue, Washington. “With 
a large backlog of homebuyers, multiple offers on new listings are the norm. 
We are seeing approximately 90 percent of sales activity in the market ar-
eas and price ranges where we are experiencing the shortage/low inventory, 
which is sending prices upward.”

National statistics bear this out. According to the National Association 
of Realtors, total existing-home sales increased 6.1 percent in March – the 
highest annual rate since September 2013 – however, the housing supply 
has only experienced a modest increase, just two percent above a year ago. 
Long to short – it’s a seller’s market.

Still, choosing to sell is a big decision – a decision that requires the 
careful weighing of a variety of factors, both lifestyle and financial. To help 
sort things out, here are five telling signs that now just might be the time to 
finally put your home on the market.

You’ve outgrown your space – really. This is usually the number one 
reason that gets me thinking about moving to a bigger home. I get anxious 
trying to find sleeping spaces for overnight guests or frustrated by my over-
crowded closet. But truly needing more space is about more than that. Do 
you have kids outgrowing shared bedrooms? An in-law moving in? A new 
virtual work opportunity that requires a home office? These are the life 
events that really necessitate a bigger home-not the inability to curb one’s 
shoe-buying habit. 

Your neighborhood is booming. While home sales and values are 

improving at a healthy yet gradual rate on a national level, you may find 
yourself smack-dab in the middle of a hot market. Pay attention to those 

“Recently Sold” postcards in your mailbox and talk to those neighbors put-
ting “For Sale” signs in their yards. Contact your local real estate profes-
sional and check out comparable sales. If homes are selling above listing 
price and you’ve been on the fence about selling for a while, now might be 
a wise time to take a leap.

You’re letting things go. Remember when home improvement proj-
ects and landscaping chores were fun? When you’d spend hours happily 
planting, painting and hammering away? Well, if that’s a distant memory 
and your grass is knee-high and the porch railings are rotting, this may be a 
sign that you’re ready to move on to a maintenance-free way of life. Realize 
that the more you let things go around the house, the more money you’ll 
have to invest to get it ready for market, or worse, you’ll have to drop the 
price to get it sold. So honestly, evaluate if it’s time for a home that offers a 
simpler, less work-intensive option.

Your equity is back. Many of us didn’t even consider selling for many 
years based on the fact that our equity evaporated during the housing crash. 
The fact is, increasing numbers of homeowners are returning to positive 
equity. According to Corelogic’s third quarter 2014 Equity Report, 94 per-
cent of homes priced at $200,000 and above have positive equity. So do some 
research and have your home reappraised. You may find that your equity is 
back and that selling is an option again.

Your life has changed. An important life change can trump all other 
reasons to sell your home. For example, growing or shrinking families, a 
new job with a new, long commute, retirement, divorce, etc., are cause to 
seriously consider moving on to a home that makes more sense for life as 
you know it. Ultimately, a happy home is one that’s in sync with your current 
phase of life. Make sure you find the right fit.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-
6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and oper-
ated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

To sell or not to sell? Five signs it is time to list  
your home
By Linda R. Martin
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Community
Renovated North Kenner Library has reopened

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on May 
27, 2015, to celebrate the re-opening of the newly 
renovated North Kenner Library, located at 630 West 
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

Exterior and interior improvements and reno-
vations have been made to the existing facility. Ex-
terior improvements include a new roof coating 
system, complete exterior painting, an outdoor read-
ing area as well as an entry plaza accessed from the 
main parking area. New lighting has been installed 
around the perimeter of the building. The pipe 
structures and brick planters that once dominated 
the front of the building have been removed and 
landscaping has been added for the full length of the 
structure. New bike racks, benches and book drops 
have also been installed.

The interior received a complete face-lift with 
new paint, ceiling, lighting, flooring and new air con-
ditioning duct work. The new 725 square feet meet-
ing room and enlarged study rooms have increased 
the usability of the building. Modifications to the of-
fice and work area have also provided a more useful 
space. New furnishings throughout the building and 
additional computer stations have been added to the 
main reading room. Also included in the renovations 
was repaving of the parking lot.

The library renovations have come about 
through an unprecedented cooperation between the 
city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish.

Construction was completed in approximately 
eight months at a total cost of $1,006,887 by Sher-
lock’s Construction Company.  

Registration open for 2nd annual regional teen  
“Cert” Camp

Jefferson Parish Emergency Management will 
co-host a free, regional teen Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) Camp from July 13 through 
July 17, 2015, at the Belle Chasse Primary School 
located at 539 F. Edward Hebert Boulevard in Belle 
Chasse. Jefferson Parish Emergency Management 
will be joined by emergency management from 
Plaquemines Parish, Orleans Parish and St. Bernard 
Parish.

The CERT Camp is open to teenagers between 
12 to 19 years of age from across the New Orleans 
metro area, including but not limited to Explorer 
POSTs, Venture Units, Scout groups, Church groups 
and ROTC students.

The teen Community Emergency Response 
Team program educates students about disaster 
preparedness for hazards that may impact their area 

and offers training in basic disaster response skills, 
such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team or-
ganization and disaster medical operations.

The Teen CERT Camp is a free, five-day event 
packed with disaster response training, team-build-
ing exercises, competitive events and fun recre-
ational activities. Classes begin at 9:00 a.m. and end 
at 5:00 p.m. daily.

Additionally, an adult basic CERT Class will 
take place on July 18 and 19, 2015, at Belle Chasse 
Primary School. Registration is underway.

Transportation to teen CERT Camp classes will 
be provided free of charge.

For more information and to register, go to 
www.jeffparish.net or call Jefferson Parish Emer-
gency Management at 349-5360. Space is limited. 
Registration deadline is July 6, 2015.  

Kenner Parks 
& Recreation

LEISURE SERVICE 
FALL BROCHURE

Newly renovated North Kenner Library

Photo by Barry Sprague
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Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

467-5900
671 W. Esplanade

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic Center_1114.indd   1 10/24/14   8:44 PM

How do you de-
termine the age of a 
tire? The sidewall of 
a tire is full of num-

bers and letters. They all mean something, but 
deciphering them can be a challenge. For the 
purposes of determining the age of a tire, you’ll 
just need to know its U.S. Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) number.

Tires made after 2000 have a four-digit DOT 
code. The first two numbers represent the week 
in which the tire was made. The second two rep-
resent the year. A tire with a DOT code of 1109 
was made in the 11th week of 2009. Tires with a 
three-digit code were made prior to 2000 and are 
trickier to decode. The first two digits still tell you 
the week, but the third digit tells you the year in 
the decade that it was created. The hard part is 
knowing exactly what decade. Some tires made in 
the 1990s (but not all) have a triangle after the 
DOT code, denoting that decade. But for tires 
without the triangle, a code of “328” could be from 
the 32nd week of 1988 — or 1978.

Clearly, these DOT numbers weren’t de-
signed with the consumer in mind. They were 
originally put on tires to make it easier for Nation-
al Highway Transportation Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) to recall tires and keep track of their 
manufacturing date.

To make matters worse, you might not al-
ways find the DOT number on the outer side of the 
tire. Because of the way a tire is made, it is actu-

ally safer for the technician operating the mold to 
imprint information on the inner side of the tire, 
so some manufacturers will opt to put the number 
there. It is still possible to check the DOT code, 
but you might have to jack the car up to see it. 
Keep the visibility of the DOT number in mind the 
next time you are at a tire shop and the installer 
asks if you want the tires to be mounted with the 
raised lettering facing in.

However, that potential inconvenience is go-
ing away. NHTSA says that the sidewall informa-
tion about the tire’s date of manufacture, size and 
other pertinent data is now required to be on both 
sides of the tire for easier reading.

After checking out a tire’s birth date, give 
the rubber a visual inspection. Some of the best 
advice on such an inspection comes from the Brit-
ish Tyre Manufacturers’ Association. It recom-
mends that consumers check tires regularly for 
any sign of aging, such as tread distortion or large 
or small hairline cracks in the sidewall. Vibrations 
or a change in the dynamic properties of the tire 
could also be an indicator of aging problems, the 
association says and it recommends replacing the 
tire immediately if any such symptoms appear.

Don’t buy used tires. Tires can be expensive, 
especially when you factor in the price of mount-
ing and balancing. That’s why used tires become 
more attractive to consumers who are strapped for 
cash. But the purchase of used tires is very much a 
buyer-beware situation as even a one-year-old tire 
can be dangerous if it was poorly maintained.

A consumer buying a used tire has no idea 
how well it was maintained or the conditions in 
which it has been used. The previous owner might 
have driven it with low pressure. It could have hit 
curbs repeatedly or could have been patched for a 
nail. Further, it’s a dated product.

People shouldn’t want a used tire for the same 
reason you wouldn’t buy a 10-year-old computer. You 
will not be taking advantage of the advancements in 
tire technology over the past few years.

It is important to make sure you are getting a 
“fresh” tire. Just because a tire is unused doesn’t 
mean it is new. In a number of instances, consum-
ers have purchased “new” tires at retail stores 
only to find out later that they were manufactured 
years earlier. In addition to having a shorter life 
on the road, a tire that’s supposedly new but is ac-
tually old may be past its warranty period.

If you buy tires and soon after discover that 
they’re actually a few years old, you have the right 
to request newer ones. Any reputable store should 
be willing to make amends because it is fair for 
a consumer to expect that “new” is not several 
years old.

Letting go or getting rid of an unused spare 
or a tire with good-looking tread may be the hard-
est thing for a thrifty consumer to do. Most people 
will not take a tire that looks like it’s never been 
used and throw it out, but if it’s old, that’s exactly 
what the owner should do.

Although the NHTSA has been lobbied to en-
act regulations on tire aging, nothing is currently 

on the books. A NHTSA spokesman says the orga-
nization is “continuing to conduct research into 
the effects of tire aging and what actions consum-
ers can do to safely monitor their tires when they 
are on their vehicles.”

It’s too bad that tires don’t have a “sell by” 
date, like cartons of milk. Since there’s no consen-
sus from government or industry sources, if your 
tire has plenty of tread left but is nearing the five-
year mark, it’s time to get it inspected for signs 
of aging.

Of all your vehicle’s components, tires have the 
greatest effect on the way the vehicle handles and 
brakes. So if the tire store recommends new tires at 
your five-year check-up, spend the money and don’t 
put it off. Your life could depend on it.  

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s 
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and 
operated full-service tire and automotive shop, 
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scott-
ystireandauto.com. 

When are your tires too old and dangerous?
By Scott Zimmerman
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Lost Your CooL?

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Let us help you and your car cool off!

  
   

    
     

    
    

     
   

      
   

  

    
     

 

    
 

2220 Airline Drive, Kenner  •  466-1381
Automatic Transmission, Inc.    Dennis Automotive

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976
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Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End
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2220 Airline Drive, Kenner  •  466-1381
Automatic Transmission, Inc.    Dennis Automotive

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

We are not trying to be the Quickest!  
We are not trying to be the Cheapest!

We are trying to be the BEST!!!!
SERVICES

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Au
to

m
at
ic 

Tra
nsm

ission • Dennis Autom
otive

Family Owned and Opera
ted

Expect th
e Best!

Automatic Transmission_Lost your cool_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:51 PM

and Sunday2-3 July 18-19
Saturday and Sunday

10AM-5PM
Saturday and Sunday

10AM-5PM

S STE INHAUER PRODUCT ION

ADMISSION
FREE

KIDS

Steinhauer_Art.pdf   1   6/26/15   7:36 PM

25TH ANNUAL

Holly Daze 
Summer 
Market

Christmas items, dolls, wearables, pottery, jewelry, paintings, stained glass, 
baskets, florals, crafts, candles, leather, wood, Victorian, wood roses

Steinhauer_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:52 PM

Knee injuries rep-
resent a very common 
orthopedic complaint 

and tears of the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) are 
frequent among the active, athletic population. The ACL 
functions to limit forward movement of the tibia (shin 
bone) on the femur (thigh bone). Patients with tears 
of the ACL typically report a noncontact type of injury. 
Patients often sustain the injury when landing from a 
jump or changing direction while running. A pop may 
be heard or felt and onset of pain and swelling usually 
occurs following the injury. Athletes may be unable to 
return to play secondary to pain or a sense of looseness. 
A careful physical examination with comparison to the 
normal knee is usually diagnostic for ACL injuries. Plain 
radiographs (X-rays) are commonly normal but may 
show evidence of a capsular avulsion injury. An MRI scan 
is useful to confirm the ACL tear as well as to evaluate 
possible injuries to other ligaments, articular cartilage, 
and menisci. In many cases of ACL injury, an MRI scan 
will also show bone bruises to the front of the femur and 
the back of the tibia.

Treatment of an ACL tear is either operative or 
non-operative and depends on several variables includ-
ing presence of other injuries, patient age, patient activ-
ity level and the ability of the patient to participate in 
a postoperative rehabilitation program. Older or more 
sedentary patients and those willing to forego certain 

activities and sports may be candidates for non-operative 
treatment. Patients who wish to return to sports that re-
quire running, jumping, cutting, and pivoting movements 
require surgical reconstruction. Patients who choose to 
return to sports without surgical reconstruction of the 
ACL risk further damage to the knee. Surgery is usually 
performed under general anesthesia on an outpatient 
basis. Many choices exist for ACL grafts including auto-
grafts (from the patient) and allografts (from a cadaver 
donor). The patellar tendon, hamstring tendons, and the 
quadriceps tendon have all been used with success.

Tunnels are commonly created in the femur and 
tibia and the graft is stabilized in the tunnels using vari-
ous fixation methods. Postoperative physical therapy is 
necessary to regain knee range of motion and restore 
muscle strength. A period of restriction from sports and 
other heavy activities is advised to allow graft healing. To 
properly diagnose and treat a knee injury, an evaluation 
by an orthopedic surgeon is necessary.  

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified ortho-
pedic surgeon with over 14 years of experience. The Or-
thopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty 
center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with 
focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices 
are located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For ad-
ditional information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolas-
portsmedicine.com.

Anterior cruciate ligament tear: A 
common knee injury 
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

More than fifteen 
percent of American 
adults suffer from 
chronic facial pain. 
Some common symp-

toms include pain in or around the ear, tenderness of the 
jaw, clicking or popping noises when opening the mouth 
or even frequent headaches and neck aches.

Two joints and several jaw muscles make it possible 
to open and close the mouth. These all work together 
when you chew, speak and swallow. The linked structures 
of this temporomandibular (TM) complex include mus-
cles, tendons, ligaments, the maxilla (upper jaw bone), 
the mandible (lower jaw) and the two TM joints.

The TM joint is one of the most complex joints 
in the body. Located on each side of the head, these 
joints must work together and can make many differ-
ent movements, including a combination of rotating 
and translocational (gliding) action used when chew-
ing, swallowing and speaking.

Several muscles control the lower jaw (mandible) 
as it moves open, close, forward, backward and side-to-
side. Both TM joints are involved in these movements 
at the same time. Each TM joint has a cushioning disc 
between the ball and socket component. This disc 
cushions the load upon the joint while enabling the jaw 
to go through its various movements. Any problem that 
prevents this complex system of muscles, tendons, liga-
ments, discs and bones from working together properly 
may result in a painful TMJ disorder.

Diagnosis and treatment
A dentist can help identify the source of pain in the 

head or neck with a thorough exam and appropriate X-
rays. Often, it is found to be a sinus issue, or a toothache or 
an early stage of periodontal (gum) disease. But for some 
pain, the cause is not so easily diagnosed. The pain could  

 
 
be related to the facial muscles, the jaw or temporoman-
dibular joint (TMJ), located in the front of the ear. Treat-
ments for this pain may include stress reducing exercises, 
physical therapy, muscle relaxants or wearing a mouth-
tooth guard to prevent teeth grinding. These modalities of 
treatment have proven to be successful for many and your 
dentist can recommend which is best for you.

Several health conditions may be related to TMD, 
but they can be quite varied and they are often difficult to 
pinpoint. TM disorders can result when the jaw muscles or 
jaw joints are affected by arthritis, fibromyalgia, stress dis-
orders, trauma or physical injury. Often the fit of the dental 
bite is unstable or changing which strains the TM complex.

The joint, ligaments, tendons and muscles used for 
chewing and grinding food may all be involved. In some 
cases, it is not possible to clearly determine the causes. In 
some complex cases, where more than one doctor is in-
volved, it may be difficult to get a consensus on treatment.

There are several ways the TMJ disorders may be 
treated. Your dentist will recommend what type of treat-
ment is needed for your particular problem or may recom-
mend that you be referred for some other specialty care. 
Treatment may involve a series of steps. The step-by-step 
plan is in your best interest because only minor, relatively 
non-invasive treatment may be needed.

Diagnosis is an important step before treatment. 
Part of your clinical examination includes checking the 
joints and muscles for tenderness, clicking, popping or 
difficulty moving. Your complete medical history may 
be reviewed, so it is important to keep your dental and 
medical records up-to-date. Your dentist may take X-rays 
and may make a “cast” of your teeth to assess how your 
bite fits together. Your dentist may also request special-
ized X-rays for the TM joints. Depending on your case, the 
dentist may refer you to a physician or another dentist act 
 

ing as part of the treatment team. If you suspect that 
any component of your TM complex may not be in the 
best of health, then, contact a dentist for the proper 
healthcare assessment.

The preceding article was based on information 
obtained from the American Dental Association web-
site at www.ada.org.  

Chris Brown, D.D.S., a family dentist who has 
practiced for over 35 years, is a member of the American 
Academy of Craniofacial Pain, as well as the American 
Academy of Pain Management. Dr. Brown practices at 
Exceptional Dental office located at 1305 West Esplanade 
Avenue in Kenner. Dr. Brown can be reached at 469-6333. 
Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

TMD/TMJ (Temporomandibular disorders) 
By Chris Brown, D.D.S.
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Reverse Mortgage
Professionals

Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox
NMLS # 685994

Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender

Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?

A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

504-834-1190

8 bankofneworleans.net

BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts 
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with 
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable 

Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.

Accepting Applications 
July 20th-August 28th 2015

•ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES:

•  Max purchase price 
$165,000

•  Located in 
incorporated Kenner

•  Serve as applicant’s 
primary residence

•  Be owner-occupied 
single family dwelling

•  Home must be  
move-in ready  
(meet HQS standards)

Homebuyers
Assistance Program

City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA  70062 | 504-468-7588

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
 Eligible participants include individuals 
and families that . . .

1.   have a total household income at or 
below 80% of the Area Median Income 
as defined by HUD. Current income 
limits based on family size are:

2.  have not owned a home during the past 
three years  nor been disqualified from 
program participation.

Household Income Limits
 Household  Maximum
 Size Income
 1 $33,600
 2 $38,400
 3 $43,200
 4 $48,000
 5 $51,850
 6 $55,700
 7 $59,550
 8 $63,400

The City of Kenner

First -Time

Grant 
Repayment is 
Forgiven Over 

an Affordability 
period 

Grants up 
to $35,000  

Down Payment 
& Closing Cost 

Assistance up to 
$10,000 

RENTERS – QUIT PAYING RENT… Own Your Own Home!

Program applications are  
available online at  
www.kenner.la.us or at 

THE HOMEOWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE  
PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED ON A FIRST-COME FIRST SERVE BASIS

Call Joan Baptiste to make your dream of owning a home come true!

Michael S. Yenni – Mayor Arleeta O. Terrell – Director

KCD_First Time Homebuyers ad_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:54 PM

Experiencing heel pain? Here are five things you 
should know. 
Noah Oliver, D.P.M. and Maxime Savard, D.P.M.

Approximately 15 percent of all Americans suffer 
from heel pain at some point in their lifetime. This sharp, 
stabbing pain at the bottom of the foot can affect anyone 

– from runners, dancers and other athletes – to people 
whose jobs involve a lot of standing and pressure on 
the foot. An estimated two million people in the United 
States alone require treatment every year.

1. Heel pain is most often caused by plantar 
fasciitis.

Plantar fasciitis is an inflammation of the band of 
tissue (the plantar fascia) that extends from the heel 
to the toes. This pain occurs when the tissue becomes 
irritated and then inflamed. The inflammation is often 
caused by putting repetitive stress on the foot. Other 
culprits include changes in your activity, non-supportive 
shoes or structural foot problems, such as overly flat feet 
or high-arched feet.

2. But, not all heel pain is caused by plantar 
fasciitis.

Your heel pain could be the result of a stress frac-
ture, tendonitis, arthritis, nerve irritation or (rarely) a 
cyst or tumor of the foot. This is why it’s important to 
visit a podiatrist. We are expertly trained to determine 
the underlying source of your heel pain. In addition to a 
thorough foot exam, your podiatrist may use diagnostic 
imaging studies, such as X-rays, MRIs or other tests.

3. Luckily, most cases of plantar fasciitis can be 
resolved with the following easy, at-home treatments:

Daily exercises that stretch the calf muscles and 
arch of your foot, such as a runner’s lunge

An ice pack or frozen water bottle applied on your 
heel for 20 minutes several times a day

Resting your heel by limiting physical activities
Wearing supportive shoes that have good arch 

support and a slightly raised heel
Anti-inflammatory medications, such as ibupro-

fen or naproxen
4. If your heel pain doesn’t improve after a few 

weeks, a podiatrist can offer a customized treatment 
plan that may include:

Orthotic devices that fit into your shoe
Corticosteroid injections
A removable walking cast to keep your foot im-

mobile for a few weeks
A night splint to maintain an extended stretch 

while sleeping
Physical therapy
5. A small percentage of patients may require 

surgery.
Your podiatrist may consider surgical treat-

ments if the pain is still restricting your daily activ-
ity after several months of conservative care. In our 
practice, we perform minimally invasive procedures 
to provide pain relief and quick recovery.

Remember, no matter what kind of treatment you 
undergo for plantar fasciitis, the underlying causes that 
led to this condition may remain. Therefore, you should 
continue preventive measures, such as wearing support-
ive shoes and stretching. With a little time and effort, 
your heel pain can be a thing of the past.

If you require podiatry services, Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner has appointments available. Call 443-
9500 to book your appointment today.    

Drs. Noah Oliver and Maxime Savard are in 
practice at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner as doctors 
of podiatry medicine. Drs. Oliver and Savard special-
ize in foot and ankle surgery, treating sports medicine 
injuries and performing reconstructive surgery of the 
foot and ankle.

Noah Oliver, D.P.M. Maxime Savard, D.P.M.

It seems to be in-
evitable, as we get older, 
we will become more 

susceptible to osteoarthritis (the type of arthritis that 
affects the bone by wearing down the cushion that pads 
the space between bones). There is good news, however. 
In a large study, 439 adults aged 60 and older with os-
teoarthritis, who did either aerobic exercise (walking) 
or resistance exercise (weight lifting) for 18 months, 
outperformed individuals in the study who did not ex-
ercise. Other studies confirm that exercise can improve 
function for people with arthritis.

Our bones tend to decrease in density as we age as 
well, and for some individuals, it can lead to osteoporo-
sis. Osteoporosis is a disease of low bone density and can 
lead to an increased risk of fracture. According to the 
National Osteoporosis Foundation, osteoporosis and low 
bone mass affect 44 million men and women ages 50 and 
older in the United States, or 55 percent of the people 50 
years of age and older. Again, there is good news. Exer-
cise can increase bone density in some older individu-
als and research shows that weight lifting, or even just 
walking, can increase bone density in the hip and spine.

As muscles age, they begin to shrink and lose mass. 
This is a natural process, but a sedentary lifestyle can ac-
celerate it. Beginning in the fourth decade of life, adults 
lose three to five percent of muscle mass per decade,  

 
 
and the decline increases to one to two percent per 
year after age 50. Muscle keeps us strong, burns calories, 
helps us maintain our weight and contributes to balance 
and bone strength. Without it, we can lose our indepen-
dence and our mobility. Many of the changes in our 
musculoskeletal system result more from disuse than 
from simple aging. Less than 10 percent of Americans 
participate in regular exercise and the most sedentary 
group is older than 50 years of age.

Stretching is an excellent way to help maintain 
joint flexibility. Weight training can increase muscle 
mass and strength, enabling people to continue their 
daily routine activities without maximal exertion. An 
exercise program doesn’t have to be strenuous to be 
effective. Walking, swimming and bicycling are all 
recommended activities for maintaining fitness as 
we age. Although aging is inevitable, a prescription 
of daily exercise will help us maintain a more healthy 
and productive lifestyle.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

What to expect as we age: 
Arthritis or osteoporosis
By Craig Goodwin
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Proudly 
rePresenting

Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &  
Business 
insurance
www.guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd.

We can save you money on monthly premiums!

Since 1987

Guffey_1214.indd   1 11/28/14   9:23 PM

Lana H.
Sackett

443.6464
ext. 214

TO VIEW ALL LISTINGS:

504-352-4934

making home
ownership dreams

come true!

www.lanasackett.com

My listings are under contract...NEED MORE
LISTINGS, ... Let me add yours to this ad!

Sauve Rd Build your dream home on this Beautiful
large lot 96 x 236 ! New price of $269,900!

5008 Toby Lane 5408 Janice114 Stephen St 4312 California

SALE PENDINGSOLD

4744 West
Esplanade

Sauve Rd

Sackett_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   7:58 PM

EXPIRES
6/30/15

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

 

BUCKS!

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen  

and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

Scottys_0715_PRESS.indd   1 6/26/15   7:56 PM

We are pleased 
to announce that new 

food and beverage options will be coming soon to 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port. Delaware North Companies and Chase Cater-
ing and Concessions have partnered to renovate 
sections of the East Lobby and Concourses B, C 
and D to offer passengers new food and beverage 
options when travelling.

Among the list of new offerings is “Dook’s Place,” 
which will be located pre-security in the East Ticket-
ing Lobby near the entrance to Concourse B. Dook’s 
Place will feature craft beer, great burgers and fresh 
Louisiana seafood in a modern atmosphere. Pas-
sengers along with friends and family waiting for in-
coming passengers can enjoy this new dining option 
seven days a week.

Concourse B will soon have a new bar called 
“Flight 504” with wine and beer on tap. Other up-
grades in Concourse B include an upgraded menu at 
French Market and new high top tables with charg-
ing stations. For passengers looking for Louisiana 
fare on Concourse C, they will soon find a new Zata-
rain’s location. The PJ’s Coffee on Concourse C has 
also been upgraded to a full service venue with PJ’S 
coffee, espresso and pastries. PJ’s Coffee, Jester’s 
and Wow Café on Concourse D will each get a facelift 
and expanded seating for passengers.

Armstrong International currently has 46 con-
cession locations throughout the terminal. Delaware 
North Companies is the master food and beverage 
concession operator and Hudson Group is the master 
news and gift concession operator with several con-
venience stores under the Hudson brand and some 
great specialty retail stores like Perlis on Concourse 
D and the Saints store located pre-security in the 
East Ticket Lobby.

In an effort to best serve our passengers, con-

cessionaires are required to maintain hours that 
reflect peak travel periods. Operating hours for 
restaurants and stores is 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. In 
the event of any airline flight delays, the larger full-
service restaurants will remain open until the last 
flight departs. The airport also has a mystery shop-
per program in place to benchmark and identify 
concessionaires’ strengths and weaknesses. Under 
this program, a mystery shopper performs one mys-
tery shop at each location every month. Employees 
are rated on store appearance, interaction with the 
passenger and general service. Those results are 
compiled and the employees that receive the high-
est scores are recognized in a ceremony with their 
peers and receive other awards.

Since 2010, our concessionaires have seen a 35 
percent increase in gross revenue. As a result, the 
airport’s revenue from concession rent has increased 
and that additional revenue is indirectly shared with 
the airlines in the form of reduced airline fees and 
rents. In return, airlines have increased service 
to Armstrong International providing passengers 
a record number of nonstop flights and among the 
cheapest fares in the nation.    

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International may be 
reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local 
listings for the air time of the Armstrong Interna-
tional Airport 30 minute television program, “Air-
port Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. Follow the airport on 
facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Air-
port. To find out how to be a volunteer at the air-
port, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website 
homepage.

New concessions coming to 
Armstrong International
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport Director of Aviation

MAYOR MICHAEL S. YENNI

Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105
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WHO QUALIFIES FOR ASSISTANCE?
55 years of age or older; or Female head-of-household; or Disabled or physically impaired       

 Household  Annual Gross Income                     

 1 $29,400 

 2 $33,600 

 3 $37,800 

 4 $42,000 

If you or someone you know would like to receive assistance, please call or visit us at:

City of Kenner  
Community Development  

Department Greater New Orleansand

The Repairs on Wheels (ROW) program is design to provide 
FREE assistance with minor home repairs to qualified residents of the City of 
Kenner. Minor repairs are designed to prevent further deterioration of the home and 
aid the elderly in their effort to continue to live independently in a safe residence.

          REPAIR 
ON WHEELS PROGRAM

Drip, drip, drip… Having problems 
with leaky toilet?  

Do you need assistance  
with minor home maintenance or 

repair works?

Examples of Assistance Provided
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR WORK:                            
•  Remove/install existing storm  

doors and windows
• Repair handrails                                                    
• Repair and adjust window locks                            
• Installation of dead bolts                                        
• Replace door handles/knobs                               
• Installation of handrails                                          
•  Installation of adjustable  

closet rods                      
• Installation of cabinet knobs                                  

ELECTRICAL WORK:
(Maximum Height 9 feet)                            
• Switch/receptacle replacement                               
• Rewiring lamps                                                        
• Ceiling bulb replacements                                      
• Replacement of ceiling fixture                               
• Replacement of exterior lighting                             
• Installation of plug in light timers                           
•  Installation of Battery Powered  

Smoke Detectors 
•  Installation of Carbon Monoxide  

Detectors

PLUMBING WORK:                            
• Faucet washers
• Leaky toilets      
•  Replacement of supply  

lines to washer
•  Installation of single lever  

handle faucets
•  Installation of hand-held  

showerheads     

HOME SAFETY ASSISTANCE:                            
• Conduct home safety inspection              
• Installation of Smoke detector                  
•  Installation of Carbon monoxide  

detector 
•  Installation of cabinet  

knobs/handles
• Installation of grab bars
•  Installation of non-slip  

surfaces tub area
• Regulation of hot water heater

INCOME GUIDES (Eligibility Criteria)
 Household  Annual Gross Income                     

 5 $45,360

 6 $48,720

 7 $52,080

 8 $55,440

Martin Luther King Resource Center
Arthur Jones

1042 31st Street, Kenner
Phone # (504) 466-0697

Hispanic Resource Center
Rebecca Hasbun

 4312 Florida St.  Kenner
Phone # (504) 469-2570

OR
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First impres-
sions are always im-
portant in any rela-
tionship.

My first impression of Alvin Gentry was that 
he was a good coach, a warm guy and comfortable 
with the media.

Of course, that was during his tenure as an as-
sistant coach with the New Orleans Hornets, work-
ing with Tim Floyd in the 2003-2004 season. New 
Orleans reached the playoffs but it was not enough 
for Floyd to keep his job. Monty Williams would 
ultimately meet the same fate. Paul Silas, the first 
coach of the New Orleans Hornets, was 47-35 in the 
2002-2003 season, made the playoffs, and was fired. 
Welcome to the NBA!

The impression I got from Gentry at his press 
conference was once again positive.

When you make a coaching change, particu-
larly when you replace a coach who had a winning 
season, reached the playoffs and was making prog-
ress, you had better make a change to improve, not 
for the sake of change.

Gentry embodied the qualities of change you 
were looking for and did so in dignified fashion.

He gave credit to Monty Williams, a class move 
toward a class act. Williams handled his dismissal 
in dignified fashion, very impressive after being dis-
missed despite reaching the ultimatum to make the 
playoffs.

Williams has a good future in the league as a 
coach and could easily get another head coaching 

opportunity. He is in a good place at Oklahoma City 
with Billy Donovan. He deserves a chance and here 
is wishing him nothing but success.

Gentry addressed any concerns about age, 
striking a lighter tone with his “60 is the new 40” 
line. He spoke in glowing terms about the roster 
he inherited, expressing that he feels he can win 
a championship in New Orleans. He spoke of being 

“ecstatic” about the opportunity. He did not cite a 
“three-year or five-year plan.” He stated boldly that 
the Pelicans can win now.

Gentry took a gentle jab at Stephen Curry, 
referring to Anthony Davis as one of the two best 
players in the league, along with LeBron James. I 
perceived it as more of a compliment to Davis than 
a shot at Curry.

If you are going to change, do so to get better. 
Gentry is coming off of being considered an offen-
sive guru as part of a championship team at Golden 
State, the best offensive team in the league.

Gentry lived in Slidell when he was here 
previously. This time around, he plans to live “the 
New Orleans way,” living in the Warehouse District, 
where Floyd lived when he was here.

Change is good if it is true change. Slidell to 
New Orleans is certainly a change.

I said at the time of Gentry’s hire that he was 
a safe hire, a solid, veteran coach who could com-
mand respect from younger players. He was clearly 
not the most dramatic of sexiest hire, given the 
consideration and mention of names like John Cali-
pari, Jeff Van Gundy and Tom Thibodeau. Gentry 
bolstered his resume and became a sexier choice 

when Golden State won the NBA title.
Gentry has gone out of his way to speak about 

playing an up-tempo style, music to the ears of Dell 
Demps and to the eyes of excitement-starved fans.

Speaking of fans, the lack of bodies in the 
seats certainly played a role in the change of coach-
es. Anytime Williams was introduced during lineup 
introductions, there was a smattering of boos. While 
he was not hated, there was ambivalence toward 
Monty, his style of play and his in-game coaching 
from the base.

While the Pelicans were 16th in scoring and 
22nd in defensive efficiency a year ago (out of 30 
teams), they did not play at a fast pace equal to the 
younger roster.

Still, Gentry made the point that the emphasis 
would be on defense and rightly so. While the War-
riors were the league’s most exciting team offensive-
ly, they had athletic players who played outstanding 
defense in the likes of Draymond Green, Harrison 
Barnes and Andre Iguodala, among others.

Williams always preached defense but with 
the exception of his first year in New Orleans, his 
teams did not come close to matching the defensive 
mantra he demanded. Of course, player acquisition 
certainly had a lot to do with the lack of defense as 
well. If you want to play a certain way, bring in play-
ers who can defend better and demand it.

Williams and Demps certainly did not ad-
dress this until this past season, with the addition 
of Omer Asik as a rim protector, along with stiffer 
defenders in Quincy Pondexter, Dante Cunningham 
and Norris Cole.

Gentry retained Kevin Hanson from the staff 
of Williams, a good move. Hanson has worked ex-
tensively with improving the shot of Davis. He also 
retained Fred Vinson and hired New Orleans na-
tive Robert Pack, who has deep roots here and is 
an experienced assistant coach. Darren Erman will 
handle defense. Vinson has been credited with im-
proving Tyreke Evans’ jump shot.

Pack played briefly for the New Orleans 
Hornets in the 2002-2003 season and served as an 
assistant coach for the Hornets in the 2009-2010 
season with Byron Scott and then Jeff Bower. Pack 
prepped at Lawless High School.

Gentry predicted that the Pelicans can “leap-
frog” teams in the deep, talented Western Confer-
ence, improving on its eighth-place finish.

In boxing, contrasting styles make the fight. 
The puncher battling the counter puncher most of-
ten provides the most entertaining battle. Naturally, 
fans like the puncher, the aggressor.

Coming from the Warriors, Gentry has that 
reputation. He had the same reputation from his 
time as head coach of the Phoenix Suns. Gentry 
said the Pelicans will play “a lot faster.”

Most importantly, Gentry did not duck shoot-
ing for the stars, lining up behind an emerging 
superstar and a solid core with the likes of Jrue 
Holiday, Ryan Anderson, Evans, Eric Gordon and 
Pondexter. He should try to retain Norris Cole. Deci-
sions must be made on Asik, Alexis Ajinca and Cun-
ningham.

“I said to AD (Davis), Eric (Gordon) and all the 
guys, “Why can’t we have a special year next year? 
Why can’t we be the Golden State of next year.”

Why not? Gentry struck the right tone. The 
change from Williams to Gentry was evident. Now, 
comes the matter of changing styles, approaches 
and ultimately, results on the floor.

Change is good if it is true change.
When Mickey Loomis hired Sean Payton in 

2006, he hired a young, unproven head coach, a 
first-time head coach. He took a chance. Change 
proved to be very good.

This time around, Loomis (and Demps) hired 
an older, steady hand with a wealth of experience as 
a head coach, replacing a younger coach who was 
unproven when hired. That was certainly a change 
in approaches.

Over the course of 12 seasons as a head coach 
with Miami, Detroit, the Clippers and Phoenix, Gen-
try posted a record of 335-370, a winning percentage 
of .475. That included just three winning seasons 
and two playoff appearances. Of course, that is all 
about the opportunity, the roster and salary struc-
ture you inherit.

In New Orleans, Gentry inherits a younger, 
good roster but he must work with Demps to re-
storing the future by keeping and obtaining draft 
choices in the future.

In the 14-year history of the current New Or-
leans NBA franchise, only Silas had a winning re-
cord. Given his current roster, with a team seeming-
ly on the upswing, Gentry appears poised to change 
that dynamic.

Change the coach, change the culture, change 
the results. That’s what Demps and Loomis are 
counting on.   

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general man-
ager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola 
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 
20. Trahan is the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum 
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life 
Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All Access 
SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on 
Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as 
well as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on Saturday 
morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels 
and Rick Gaille..

Alvin Gentry illustrates change Pelicans seek
By Ken Trahan

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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Law

On May 15, 2015, 1st Lake Properties, Inc., an af-
filiate of Metairie based Favrot & Shane Companies, was 
selected as the number one midsize top work place in 
the New Orleans area by NOLA.com/The Times-Pica-
yune. 1st Lake Properties, Inc. was founded 45 years ago 
by Kenner resident Henry Shane and his partner, Tim 
Favrot.

Michele Shane L’Hoste, president of 1st Lake 
Properties, Inc., said “We could not have achieved this 
distinction without the support of each and every one of 
our hard working and dedicated team members. It is an 
honor to have been announced as the number one mid-

size top work place amongst many deserving companies. 
It is a reminder that continuing education and innova-
tive improvements will move our company through the 
next 45 years of apartment management.”

Since 1970, 1st Lake Properties has designed and 
developed over 9,500 apartments, as well as retail and 
office properties. L’Hoste says their mission is to provide 
their residents with a positive living experience and ex-
ceptional customer service and that with this approach 
1st Lake has become synonymous with premier apart-
ment living and the leader in multifamily communities 
in Louisiana.  

1st Lake Properties, Inc. selected as top 
work place family-oriented films

Home of the Debby Dillehay Dance Troupe
Dance Clinic July 20-22

Dance Company Auditions July 23rd
Summer Classes July 5-29

Tap H Ballet H Jazz H Pointe H Lyrical
Hip Hop H Floor Gymnastics H Yoga H Adult

Morning, Evening and Saturday Classes for 
pre-school and mom and tot

Youth & Adult Performing Company

FALL REGISTRATION:
Saturday, August 1, 8, 15, 22

from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 5, 12, 19, 26
from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Waiting room with TV monitors to view your child’s class

Respectful age appropriate costumes & music

Dance Classes 
for All Ages

3745 Florida Ave. H Kenner H 504.468.3368 H www.debbydillehaydance.com3745 Florida Ave. H Kenner H 504.468.3368 H www.debbydillehaydance.com
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ATTENTION
KENNER RESIDENTS

Michael S. Yenni
Mayor

Arleeta O. Terrell
Community Development Director

      Do you need assistance with your rent or utilities?
  Are you being evicted and/or your utilities turned off?

The City of Kenner  
Community Development Department has an

Emergency Rent & Utility Assistance Program
that you may qualify for

Kenner Food Bank
315 Worth Street,  Kenner 70062

(504) 468-7220

Hispanic Resource Center
 4312 Florida Street,  Kenner

 (504) 469-2570

Martin Luther King Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner

(504) 466-0697

TO BE ELIGIBLE YOU MUST:
•  Be a current resident of kenner (six month minimum)
•  Have a valid drivers license or state I.D.
•  Have a court ordered eviction notice signed by a judge
•  Have a utility disconnect notice in your name
•     Cannot currently be on public housing or other rent assistance 

Program
•  Income verification required – income guidelines apply

To pick up an application or receive additional information on program
requirements please call or visit any one of the following Community Centers:

KCD_Renters Assistance_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   8:01 PM

Don’t sweat the small stuff
By Steven A. Watts

For most folks, 
the law can be compli-
cated, confusing and 
intimidating. Particu-

larly, when it comes to matters of estate planning, pro-
fessional assistance is always a good idea. Occasionally, 
the legislature in its wisdom enacts a law that is simple 
and useful. A great example of this is the Louisiana law 
governing “small successions.”

In order to see this law at work, let’s look at the life 
of good old Uncle Fred. Uncle Fred never did subscribe 
to the popular creed, “whoever dies owning the most 
toys wins.” Indeed, Fred led a simple life, only acquir-
ing those basics that he found necessary to live. Uncle 
Fred ignored those folks that told him he needed a will, 
because, according to him, his assets “didn’t amount to 
much.” Upon his death, Fred and his wife had acquired 
a small home, a car and a small checking and savings 
account. If Fred’s wife or other heirs want to legally 
wrap up his estate, do they need to file a Petition for 
Possession with the court and obtain a judgment plac-
ing them in legal possession of his property? Maybe not.

Louisiana law has provided for some special 
rules that govern those instances where an estate  
is “small.” Generally, to qualify for these special pro-
visions, an individual’s estate at death can have no 

 
 
 
 
more than $75,000 of gross value. Additionally, the de- 
cedent must have died intestate, or without a will. So, in 
our example, if the value of Fred’s portion of all the prop-
erty belonging to the community estate between he and 
his wife totals less than $75,000, Fred’s wife and heirs do 
not have to “go to court.” Fred’s loved ones can acquire 
his assets “extra-judicially.” Clearly, not everyone is go-
ing to qualify for this special treatment under the law; 
however, for those that do, the benefits are wonderful.

Fred’s wife and heirs can obtain full ownership of 
his estate by means of a simple notarized affidavit. If 
Fred was not married or widowed, two competent heirs 
or one heir with another qualified individual can ex-
ecute the affidavit. The affidavit just sets forth the facts 
of Fred’s life, i.e., his marital status, his children or heirs, 
if any, the date of his death and a description of his prop-
erty and its value at the time of his death. This affidavit 
does not need to be filed with the court if there is no 
immovable property involved with Fred’s estate. That’s 
right, no petition needs to be filed with the court and 
no judge’s signature need be acquired. Just take the af-
fidavit, in proper form, to your local bank or send it to 
Fred’s account representative and the specified monies 
can be released to the heirs. If Fred owned real estate 
when he died, filing of an original affidavit with death 
certificate attached is sufficient to place the appropri-

ate heirs in possession.
So, for those that have led, “the simple life,” the 

law provides for an easy way to wrap things up. The pro-
cedures permitted under Louisiana’s small succession 
laws provide an efficient means of getting a loved one’s 
limited assets to those left behind.  

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 

State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney 
for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 
Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning, 
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and 
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his pri-
mary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and 
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 836-
0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Business

The Kenner Business Association will be hosting 
its 30th anniversary celebration on Thursday, Septem-
ber 24, 2015 at the Crossing, a banquet hall and recep-
tion facility located at 513 Williams Boulevard in Ken-
ner’s Rivertown.

The KBA is seeking sponsors for the event. A 
“Black Pearl” $500 sponsor will have its company logo 
on all printed materials and receive eight tickets at a 
reserved table. Capital One Bank, 1st Lake Properties, 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and Treasure Chest 
Casino are currently Black Pearl sponsors.

“White Pearl” $250 sponsors will get four tickets to 
the event and its company logo printed on all printed 
materials. “Silver Pearl” $125 sponsors will have their 
company logo on all printed materials and will receive 
two tickets to the event.

KBA is requesting door prize donations for the 
event. Companies that have items to donate to the event 
can contact Carolyn Barrett, Jefferson Convention and 
Visitors Bureau’s Senior Sales Manager and Kenner Lia-
son at Carolyn@experiencejefferson.com by August 15, 

2015. Items must be received by September 1, 2015 at 
the Jefferson CVB Office.

For more information about the 30th anniversary 
celebration, contact Judy Labella at 416-7637 or label-
la1101@cox.net.

The mission of the KBA is to create economic 
prosperity by providing professional growth opportuni-
ties resulting in the overall improvement of businesses 
in Kenner.

The KBA was originally formed 30 years ago as the 
Kenner Professional Women’s Association and in 2007 
changed its name to the Kenner Professional Business 
Association. In 2014, the organization became the Ken-
ner Business Association (KBA).

For membership information call KBA President 
Mary-Sharon Howland at 441-6106.  

KBA to host 30th anniversary celebration
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2201 Williams Blvd.
(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Low Gas Prices

287-4492

2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
Monday - Thursday

7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday

7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

OFF
y r wan ca ash

$2

          Potatoes, Corn, Garlic
We’re your BOILING headquarters!

20 pack Longnecks
bottles

Miller Lite         Bud Lite
Bud                   Coors Lite

SUITCASE24 pack 12 oz cans

Miller Lite     Bud Lite
Bud              Coors Lite

  

5.99

CAJUNLAND

Stop by and try our
   FOAM BRUSH

AUTOMATIC
CAR WASH

usu es  e c oc do ed  e 2 22 62 060

NOW OPEN

IceHouse_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   8:02 PM

How to avoid staged car accidents 
By Marie M. Clesi

Causing car 
crashes is certainly 
nothing to brag about 
unless you’re a pro-

fessional. Believe it or not, staged auto accidents 
are big business these days. According to the FBI, 
this type of crash costs the insurance industry $20 
billion annually, with those losses getting passed on 
to consumers in the form of higher insurance rates.

A staged auto accident is not easy to detect. Ev-
erything happens so fast. Accident victims tend to 
be disoriented after a crash, so memories of details 
can be fuzzy. And since the scammers are pros, the 
actual victim is at a distinct disadvantage.

Below is a list of the most common types of 
staged car accidents.

Swoop and squat. In traffic, a car suddenly 
pulls up in front of you, then slams on the brakes, 
causing an intentional rear-end collision.

Drive down. While you’re attempting to merge 
into freeway traffic, a driver waves you forward, giv-
ing you the right-of-way. But instead of letting you 
in, that driver deliberately crashes into your vehicle 
and blames you for the accident.

Sideswipe. You are making a left turn from a 
dual-turn lane and your vehicle accidentally drifts 
into the other lane for just a moment. The driver 
in the other left-turn lane sideswipes you, then ac-
cuses you of reckless driving.

T-Bone. You are cautiously driving through an 
intersection when a waiting driver knowingly slams 
into your vehicle. That driver then tells the police 

that you intentionally ran the stop sign.
The wave. While you are attempting to change 

lanes in heavy traffic, another driver gestures you 
over. Just as you complete the maneuver, that driver 
rams into your vehicle.

To add insult to injury, after the first staged ac-
cident, some scam artists will go to another location 
and stage a second or third crash, then claim that 
the additional vehicular damage was all part of the 
first collision. Even worse, other participants in the 
scam may include the other vehicle’s passengers, 
the tow-truck driver, auto body shop employees, doc-
tors, rehab physicians and the driver’s lawyer.

Tip-offs of a staged accident
Sometimes certain behavioral giveaways occur 

at the scene of a staged crash. Below is a list of some 
of those.

The driver and passengers all complain of 
back and neck pain even though the damage to the 
vehicle is minimal.

The injuries seem to intensify when the driver 
or passengers in the other vehicle talk to a police 
officer or insurance company representative.

Additional witnesses suddenly converge on 
the accident site immediately following the crash.

The driver of the other vehicle offers to find 
you a first-class auto repair shop, a doctor or a 
lawyer.

Avoiding a staged accident
The best way to avoid a staged accident is to be 

a good defensive driver. The Coalition Against Insur-
ance Fraud offers the following safe driving tips.

Never tailgate. Leave plenty of distance be-
tween your vehicle and the one directly in front of 
you. The added distance gives you more time to slow 
down if something unexpected occurs.

Look ahead. Traffic patterns can change 
quickly. Don’t judge the road speed purely by the 
pace of vehicles immediately in front of you. Look 
down the road for signs of possible sudden shifts in 
traffic flow.

Don’t multitask. Avoid being distracted while 
behind the wheel. Refrain from talking on your cell 
phone, texting or applying makeup while driving.

Trust your instincts. Use common sense while 
driving. If another driver starts visually or verbally 
signaling you for no apparent reason, you’re not obli-
gated to respond. Sometimes it’s better to err on the 
side of caution.

How to protect yourself
According to the Coalition Against Insurance 

Fraud, if you think you’re the victim of a staged ac-
cident, there are some specific things you can do to 
protect yourself.

Take detailed notes. Record the height and 
weight of the other driver and passengers.

Record vehicle and insurance information. 
Write down the driver’s license number, vehicle reg-
istration data, car insurance information, home ad-
dress and phone number. Also, get as much personal 
information on the other passengers as possible.

Take pictures. Keep a small camera in your car 
or use your cell phone to take snapshots of the dam-
age to both vehicles.

Call the police and your insurance company 
immediately. If the other driver tries to discourage 
you from reporting the accident, this could be a sign 
that you are the victim of an auto scam.

Alert your insurance claims adjuster. If you 
think you’re being scammed, tell your claims ad-
juster immediately.

Only seek medical attention from someone 
you trust. Don’t go to any physician recommended 
by the other driver.

Keep careful records. Retain all receipts and 
invoices pertaining to your medical treatments and 
auto repairs.

Do not settle on site with cash. Sometimes 
scammers will take advantage of your disorientation 
to make a quick cash killing. Don’t do it. Contact 
your insurance company instead.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and 
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property 
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, 
renters, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted 
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit 
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Insurance

On June 13, 2015, ten youths who have per-
formed in Kenner’s Rivertown Theaters for the Per-
forming Arts musicals created “Raise Your Voice,” a 
musical theater showcase organized to raise money 
for Covenant House. The concept, “kids raising kids 
through music,” was conceived by Reiley Macicek 
and her mother, Michelle Macicek, who is also a 
performer and choreographer at Rivertown Theaters.

One hundred percent of ticket sales and dona-

tions were donated to Covenant House, a nonprofit 
charity serving homeless youth with a network of 
shelters across the Americas. The money the youth 
performers raised came from ticket sales, cash dona-
tions after the event and a matched cash donation 
from state Senator Paul Hollis, bringing the total 
donation to $4100.

The youth performers were Emery Baudry, Al-
len Boudreaux, Christian Collins, Tess Fouchi, Savan-
nah Fouchi, Olivia Gray, Bree Hollis, Julia Kuchler, 
Reese Macicek and Reiley Macicek.  

Youth theater performers raise $4,100 for 
Covenant House

Community
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Entertainment

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Treasure Chest predicts a storm of winners in July
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

The Treasure Chest weather ser-
vice has issued a “winner storm watch” 
for the Kenner, Louisiana area effec-
tive for the entire month of July 2015. 

Guests of Treasure Chest Casino could experience gusts of cash up 
to $4,000 with winnings in excess of $50,000 slot dollars!

A warm front will be sweeping across Treasure Chest every 
Friday in July from 8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. causing unseason-
ably “hot seats”. Our team of slot staff storm watchers will be on 
the lookout for one lucky B Connected winner every 30 minutes 
to win $250 slot dollars! Plus, $1,000 slot dollars will be locked and 
loaded on our prize kart for each winner to try their luck in opening. 
Be sure to play with your B Connected card in order to be eligible 
for hot seats.

On July 25, a thunderstorm of cash will hit Treasure Chest, 
bringing with it torrential winnings. Four winners will be selected 
every hour from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. to step into the cash ma-
chine to grab a share of over $4,000 cash. All B Connected players 
will receive one free entry and can receive additional entries with 

every 100 points earned from July 1 through July 25.
As the temperature rises, so does the monthly “Progressive 

Payday Drawing.” On Thursday, July 30, fifteen lucky winners will 
be drawn at 9:00 p.m. for their chance to win $100 up to the pro-
gressive payday top prize of $50,000 slot dollars. If the progressive 
payday prize is not won in July, it will roll over to the next drawing 
in August plus an additional $10,000 slot dollars will be added to 
the prize amount. The progressive prize is guaranteed to be given 
away by the end of 2015! Total amount could be worth $100,000 
slot dollars!

On July 4, Treasure Chest guests are advised to not let the 
storm of winnings keep them inside as Treasure Chest is the per-
fect place to celebrate Independence Day with a spectacular view 
of the Fourth of July ‘Fireworks on the Lake’ show presented by the 
city of Kenner and Treasure Chest Casino.

Guests of Treasure Chest are advised that these storms could 
cause a sharp increase in your wallet, purse or even bank account. 
For more information go to treasurechest.com and we’ll see you 
in July!

$50,000 progressive prize assumes prize of $40,000 was not 
won on Thursday, June 25, 2015. As usual, Treasure Chest Ca-
sino guests must be 21 or older to enter the casino and become 
a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and re-
strictions apply.  

Mike Garms is the general manager of Treasure Chest Ca-
sino which is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on 
Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information, visit 
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment in June 
at Treasure Chest Casino

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the ca-
sino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in La-
ketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 
hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday 
through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject 
to change. 

Wed., July 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., July 3
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Escalade Show and Dance Band

Sat., July 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Unbroken Skies

Sun., July 5
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., July 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Slije Cryer & District 13

Sat., July 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Orleans

Sun., July 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., July 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Good Feeling Band

Sat., July 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Midnight Special

Sun., July 19
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Private Event

Fri., July 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Swingaroux

Sat., July 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Off the Hook

Sun., July 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., July 31
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

River City Hit Squad

Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee • Lay Away Plans

WE DO ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Cartier, Hamilton, Michael 

Kors, Gucci, Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, wall clocks & more.
Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs, Ring Sizing, 

small and large, Diamond Mounting, Engraving of  
Rings and Bracelets, Welding of Glasses and more…

HQ WatcH& JeWelry repair

Los Latinos Plaza Suite • 3521 Florida Ave., Suite 1B, Kenner, LA 70065
305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch

HQ WatcH&  JeWelry repair
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker

HQ Watch & Jewelry_0615_2.indd   1 5/23/15   6:57 AM

WOODWARD GYM – 2001 34th Street

JULY 10TH 6:00PM - 8:00PM
JULY 11TH & 12TH 10:00AM - NOON
Mail Application to P.O. Box 2101, Kenner, LA 70062

Call Pat Gavin @ 504-220-1310
**APPLICATIONS DUE BY JULY 7th**

FREE 6-10 yrs. only 

You MUST 
Register!

PatGavin_0615.indd   1 5/23/15   6:58 AM

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website

 www.kenner.la.us
 and on Kenner’s Facebook page

 https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association 

meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

July 9 & 23
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

EAA_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   8:06 PM

Tope de Santo Domingo    
By Rafael E. Saddy

At the end of the 
19th century, in Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua, the 
discovery, surrounded 

by mysticism, of a small Catholic statuette of Saint 
Dominic (Santo Domingo de Guzmán) provoked the 
start and evolution of a massive traditional festivity 
that is colorful and full of fervor and happiness which 
ultimately transformed into patron saint festivities 
for the capital city.

Santo Domingo de Guzmán, the patron saint 
of Managua, is considered, by popular acclaim, to be 
the saint of the people. On August 1 until August 10 in 
Managua, Nicaragua, everything stops for the biggest 
festivals of the year. On the first day of celebration, a 
bi elaborate procession is held to take the tiny statue 
rom the hills to the church of Santo Domingo where 
it remains until August 10, when again a multitude of 
people carry him back to his church, “Las Sierritas 
de Santo Domingo.” 

In Kenner, for the fifteenth consecutive year, 
the Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana (ANDE-
LA) will present El Tope de Santo Domingo. 

The local event will be held on Saturday, August  

 
 
 
 
8, 2015, from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at Kenner’s Heri-
tage Park, located at 415 Williams Boulevard. Don’t 
miss this unparalleled opportunity to experience 
first-hand the culture, food, music, sights and sounds 
from the folklore of our Central American neighbor.

Highlights this year will include a representa-
tion of Santo Domingo’s arrival preceded by a parade 
that enters the park to the rhythms of folkloric music 
and featuring popular characters that are typically 
Nicaraguan, such as the “Gigantona,” a gigantic wom-
an that dances to the sound of drums, the “Cabezón,” 
her short and big-headed dance partner and the life-
size bull and cows who all dance around the saint as 
he parades through the park. Young women dressed 
in folkloric costumes will also accompany the color-
ful parade. Later on, there is the crowning of the 

“India Bonita,” Queen of the Festival. The festival is 
followed by a dance-party featuring a popular local 
musician, who will be playing folkloric music, salsa 
and Latin-dance music. Typical Hispanic dishes and 
refreshments will be served.

The event is open to the public and net pro-
ceeds from donations and sponsorships will be used 
for medical assistance of our past Queen – Daniela 

Bello Arguello who suffered a disastrous vehicle ac-
cident leaving her in a critical condition with an an-
ticipated long and costly medical recovery.

Hispanics have always had a strong influence in 
Louisiana starting when it was a Spanish colony in 
1762 until it was turned over to the French in 1802. 
Since 1812, when Louisiana became a state, Hispan-
ics have continued to influence and contribute to the 
growth of Louisiana. This is especially true in Kenner, 
where the celebration of “Tope De Santo Domingo” 
now on its 15th anniversary takes on an even greater 
meaning because of the size of the Hispanic commu-
nity, its growth, contribution to its economy and the 
sharing of its rich culture with all communities.

For more information and/or sponsorship call 
466-1483.

Community announcements
July 10 - Latin American Civic Organization 

of Louisiana (LACAL), regular meeting and His-
panic Heritage Month planning, for information call 
296-3976.

July 11 – Fiesta Colombiana from 9:00pm – 
1:00am at the Parkview Terrace, City Park New Or-
leans, music by Pipe Estrada. For information or to 
RSVP 504-388-3139

July 14 – Latin Council general meeting and 
discussion of issues affecting the Hispanic communi-
ties. For information call 296-3976.

July 23 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general 
meeting, for information call 504-504-512-2930.

Aug 08 – Tope de Santo Domingo (Saint Domi-
nick) presented by Asociación Nicaragüense de Loui-
siana (ANDELA).  For information call 504-466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center offers various programs as well as access to 
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 
8:00 p.m. For more information and program sched-
ule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner 
TV logo.

I leave you with this thought. “The purpose of 
a man consists not in seeing visions and in dream-
ing dreams, but in active charity and in willing 
service.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer 
for the Latin American Civic Association of Loui-
siana (LACAL) and serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Au-
thority. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. 
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Latin American News

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER  
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KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!
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Call us to advertise! 

468-9125

Two adult spelling bees to be held at 
Jefferson Parish Libraries

The Jefferson Parish Library will hold two 
spelling bees for adults – one on each side of the 
river during the summer. The first adult spelling 
bee will occur at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 8, 
2015, at the East Bank Regional Library located at 
4747 West Napoleon in Metairie. The second adult 
spelling bee will occur at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
August 5, 2015, at the Jane O’Brien Chatelain West 
Bank Regional Library located at 2751 Manhattan 
Boulevard in Harvey.

Adults 18 years of age and older may par-
ticipate in the spelling bee. The event is free of 
charge and is open to the public. Registration is 
not required. Participants should simply come to 
the event on the day it is held.

The purpose of the adult spelling bee is to 
promote good spelling and good spelling habits, 

and to expand vocabulary and encourage accu-
rate word usage and pronunciation. The Jefferson 
Parish Library’s Adult Spelling Bee is a contest in 
which individual competitors are eliminated as 
they fail to spell a given word correctly.

The library’s first adult spelling bee, held in 
August 2013 at the East Bank Regional Library, 
featured almost 20 competitors. The third place 
winner went out on the word “toboggan” and the 
second place winner went out on the word “crou-
ton.” The winner, John Lipani of Metairie, won 
when he correctly spelled the word “immolate.”

For more information regarding this pre-
sentation, contact Chris Smith, manager of 
adult programming for the library at 889-8143 
or wcsmith@jplibrary.net.    

Community
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Je�erson Parish Adjudicated Property 

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
160+ Properties | Saturday, August 15th at 10:00 a.m.

Comm., Homes & Residential Lots
Auction Location | Government Bldg., Council Chambers, 200 Derbigny, Gretna, LA  70053

www.Je�ersonParishAuction.com
Visit Our Website for Property Lists, Auction Information, Maps,

Terms & Conditions & Pre-Registration

SVN Gilmore Auction
David E. Gilmore, CCIM, CAI, AARE

LA, Lic#447
504.468.6800

Francis Braud, BrokerAll Sperry Van Ness® O�ces Independently Owned and Operated

1601 Orchid Dr, Harvey, LA1601 Orchid Dr, Harvey, LA

All Properties Being Sold to the Highest Bidder, No Buyer's Premium

Cities Include: Metairie, Je�erson, Kenner, Harahan, 
River Ridge, Grand Isle, Crown Point, La�tte, Gretna, 

Marrero, Bridge City, Harvey and Terrytown

Registration from 8 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
$1000 Cash/Certi�ed funds to bid, 10% Down Auction Day, Close Within 60 days

Did you ever 
wonder what it really 
means when some-
one says inflation is 
two percent? Some-

times you might hear that inflation is 1.1 percent 
excluding the volatile food and energy components. 
Or, your employer may not offer you a raise because 
inflation is zero.

All of these statements are based upon a 
measure called the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
This index is a basket of goods and services that 
in theory represent what an average person would 
buy any given month. The basket includes things 
like gasoline, insurance and rental components 
designed to measure the cost of living such as food, 
clothing, entertainment and electronics.

This basket of goods is where the problems 
begin. No one is likely to buy the average package of 
goods. You may be a vegetarian or you may eat mostly 
meat and potatoes, or, here in Louisiana, you may eat  
mostly seafood or beans and rice. Another problem 
with the average basket is that people shop differ-
ently. You may get groceries at Rouses’ and your 
neighbor may shop at Langenstein’s while your 
brother shops at Walmart. These choices affect the 

cost of groceries and in addition the selections at 
the different stores rarely match.

The housing component is also tricky. You may 
rent on a month-to-month basis while your best friend 
owns his home with a low fixed rate. It is hard to aver-
age a cost of housing index. Another component that 
is difficult to measure is clothing. The index may pre-
sume that you shop at Target when you really shop at 
Rubenstein’s. Some people get a new seasonal ward-
robe and others wear things until they go out of style 
and then come back in to style. The electronics com-
ponent is primarily based on the average Internet and 
mobile use that may or may not be accurate for you.

In addition, the CPI groups the grandmother, 
the young married couple, the middle-aged divorced 
all into a broad average consumption average. This  
grouping is not an accurate depiction of consumption 
because each age group most likely consumes differ-
ently within each component.

While the consumer price index is designed 
to give a general idea of inflation, the index is not 
really accurate for any given person. Your personal 
cost of living may be going up faster or slower than 
the average.

Another difficulty with the index is comparing 
different time periods.

Year-to-year comparisons may be reasonably 
accurate, but what about changes over the years? 
Things that are considered necessities today such 
as mobile phones, cable TV, and Internet access 
didn’t exist in the 60s, so comparing inflation over 
time is really difficult. The variety of foods avail-
able today also make comparisons difficult. Popular 
foods like salsa, yogurt and granola weren’t widely 
available in the past. The 1960s basket would not 
really be comparable to the 2015 basket of goods. 
Economists do their best to adjust the basket of 
goods. For example, a slide rule and a personal com-
puter are two entirely different things even though 
they can perform some of the same functions.

If you have a spending plan or budget, you may 
want to look at your own CPI and compare your cost 
of living today to what it was a few years ago. This can 
be interesting and it will also show how your tastes 
change over time.

All of this explains why even though your ex-
penses seem high, inflation can be at a low. So, you are 
right and so are the economists. Your personal basket 
of goods is different from the average consumer, but, 
no one is actually the average consumer.

Understanding your own CPI can help you to 
manage your personal financial situation, regardless 

of the averages. Hopefully, your expenses will be lower 
than average, but, if not, at least, you will understand 
and be able to plan for your own reality.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams 
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be 
contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com..

Consumer Price Index
By Guy Williams

Banking

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h

Offender Watch
                The nation’s leading 
                  registered sex offender  
                     management and 
                        community 
                          notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

Kenner Star Past Editions

www.kennerstar.com
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Kenner Parks 
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LEISURE SERVICE 
FALL BROCHURE
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Government
National Flood Insurance Program call center opens for policyholders and disaster 
survivors nationwide

On June 15, 2015, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) launched a National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) call center pilot program 
to serve and support policyholders with the servicing 
of their claims.

Flood insurance claims can be complicated and 
policyholders may have questions in the days and 
weeks following a disaster.

The NFIP call center is reachable at 1-800-621-
3362 and will operate from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Specialists will be available to 
assist policyholders with the servicing of their claims, 
provide general information regarding their policies 

and/or offer technical assistance to aid in recovery.
For those who prefer to put their concerns in 

writing, a “Request for Support” form is posted at 
www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program 
which can be filled out and emailed to FEMA-NFIP-
Support@fema.dhs.gov or faxed to 540-504-2360.

Call center staff will be able to answer ques-
tions, including questions such as “How do I file a 
flood insurance claim? What type of documentation 
is needed? Can I still obtain disaster assistance even 
though I have a flood policy?” as well as more compli-
cated insurance questions about the extent of cover-
age, policy ratings and more. The call center will also 

be open to disaster survivors who have general ques-
tions about the NFIP.

“Flood insurance provides residents with the 
ability to protect themselves financially against the 
most common disaster we see in America,” said Roy 
Wright, deputy associate administrator for the Fed-
eral Insurance and Mitigation Administration. “We’re 
providing this new resource to ensure that the people 
we serve have another way to get the information 
they may need to understand how flood insurance 
works and how to navigate the claims process. This 
hotline also provides us with a direct connection to 
policyholders themselves should they have concerns 

to report about how their claims are being handled 
while enabling us to take prompt action to ensure 
that they receive every dollar they are owed under 
their policies.”

Flood insurance plays a critical role in assisting 
survivors on their road to recovery. Like other types 
of insurance, it does not cover all losses, but it is the 
first line of defense against a flood. While the policy 
payouts won’t make the insured whole, our top prior-
ity is to ensure policyholders get what they are due 
under their coverage. This initiative is part of FEMA’s 
ongoing commitment to effective, long-term improve-
ments to the NFIP.    

https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA

Have a 
street  
light out 
in your neighborhood?

Click on Entergy’s new online portal 
to submit streetlight problems.

This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.

Have a 
street  
light out 
in your neighborhood?

Click on Entergy’s new online portal 
to submit streetlight problems.

This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.

Join the Arbor Day Foundation in July and 10 trees will be planted in high-need national forests
Forests across America are a prized natural 

resource and anyone can help plant trees in these 
vital areas by joining the Arbor Day Foundation 
this month.

Through the Replanting Our National Forests 
campaign, the Arbor Day Foundation will honor 
each new member who joins in July by planting 10 
trees in forests that have been devastated by wild-

fires, insects and disease.
The cost for joining the Arbor Day Founda-

tion is a $10 donation.
America’s national forests face enormous 

challenges, including unprecedented wildfires 
that have left a backlog of more than one million 
acres in need of replanting. The Foundation has 
worked with the United States Forest Service for 

more than 25 years to plant trees in high-need 
forests.

Our national forests provide habitat for wild-
life, keep the air clean and help ensure safe drink-
ing water for more than 180 million Americans.

“Keeping our forests healthy is vital to the 
health of people and the entire planet,” said Matt 
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day Founda-

tion. “By planting trees in our national forests, we 
will preserve precious natural resources and the 
benefits they provide for generations to come.”

To join the Arbor Day Foundation and help 
plant trees in our national forests, send a $10 mem-
bership contribution to Replanting Our National 
Forests, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., Ne-
braska City, NE 68410 or visit arborday.org/july.    

Community
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3525 Hessmer Avenue • Suite 301 • Metairie, LA 70002
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®

®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com 
www.realtyexecutives.com

Se la
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Serving Kenner since 1986

Celebrates 29th
Anniversary

Pamela Georgy & the Georgy’s Salon Team thanks you!    

Georgys_0715.indd   1 6/26/15   8:08 PM

Pets
Pets can cause dangerous distracted driving

With the busy summer travel season right 
around the corner, many families are planning to 
hit the road with their families – and that of course, 
means their four-legged family members, too. To en-
sure safe travels for everyone it’s important to take 
heed of a very real pet travel safety issue – pets and 
distracted driving.

When we think of distracted driving, the typi-
cal “culprits” that come to mind include texting, 
eating, applying makeup, chatting on the phone or 
even daydreaming. However, we seldom consider 
that traveling with an unsecured pet is a very real 
and dangerous distraction.

AAA, in conjunction with dog travel supplier 
Kurgo, conducted a survey of people who often drive 

with their pets. The survey showed that a whop-
ping 64 percent of pet parents partake in unsafe 
distracted driving habits. Additionally, 29 percent 
of respondents admitted to being distracted by 
their four-legged travel companions, yet 84 percent 
indicated that they do not secure their pet in their 
vehicle. According to the survey, drivers were pet-
ting their dogs, putting them in their laps and giv-
ing them treats. Some drivers (three percent) even 
photographed their dogs while driving. It’s pretty 
easy to understand how an unsecured pet can be 
a distraction while driving. Some pets may become 
anxious or excited causing them to jump around or 
bark while in the vehicle. Additionally, a happy and 
loving pet may just want to be near you and crawl on 

your lap while driving.
Oftentimes, pets can be frightened and there 

is always an element of unpredictability with any 
animal. When looking for comfort dogs and cats may 
naturally opt to be near you and add to the possible 
perils caused by these distractions.

Properly securing your pet in your vehicle is 
not only about alleviating this potential driving dis-
traction that could cause an accident. It is also a 
proactive approach should there be an accident or 
sudden stop – even a fender bender can injure an 
unsecured pet. We wear seatbelts for our safety in 
case of an accident and should take the same care to 
secure our pets. A pet that is not restrained properly 
in a vehicle can be seriously harmed or even killed 

if thrown from a vehicle. Airbags can go off and in-
jure a pet in your lap. In the event of an accident, 
frightened pets can easily escape from a vehicle and 
run off. Further, a pet that is not properly secured 
may not only be harmed but could also put others in 
danger through the sheer force of any impact from 
an accident.

Ensuring your pet is safe while traveling in 
your vehicle means finding the pet safety restraint 
that is right for him or her. Options include pet 
seat belts, pet car seats, travel crates, and vehicle 
pet barriers. Planning to have the right pet safety 
restraint for your trip will not only keep you and your 
pet safe but also offer you peace of mind and take 
away one more driving distraction.    

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Free library lecture explores how we understand issues of death and dying
Kelvin H. Chin, executive director of Over-

coming the Fear of Death Foundation will discuss 
the concept of death and dying at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at the East Bank Re-
gional Library located at 4747 West Napoleon 
Avenue in Metairie.

The event is free of charge and is open to the 
public. Registration is not required.

Death is inevitable. But what is it? Is it the 
end, the beginning or a transition? Chin says that 

how we understand and view death directly af-
fects how we respond to the death of a loved one 
and how we think about our own death. “Help-
ing people overcome their fear of death involves 
increasing that understanding and can, in some 
cases, also involve opening one’s awareness and 
receptivity to one’s past memories that may go 
back many years, even lifetimes.”

Chin has been lecturing, conducting train-
ings and leading workshops for more than 40 

years. Chin is a “Life After Life” expert and medi-
tation teacher. He focuses on helping people im-
prove the quality of their lives now by overcoming 
their fear of death and by developing a more bal-
anced, productive and enjoyable life, mentally-
physically-emotionally, by turning within through 
meditation. Chin has worked with audiences on 
death and dying issues since the 1980s and has 
taught meditation worldwide to more than 1,000 
people since the 1970s, including in schools, busi-

nesses, the U.S. Army and at West Point.
Chin is a graduate of Dartmouth College, 

Yale Graduate School and Boston College Law 
School. He has lectured throughout the United 
States and in six other countries and lives in Aus-
tin, Texas.

For more information regarding this event, 
contact Chris Smith, manager of adult program-
ming for the library, at 889-8143 or wcsmith@
jplibrary.net.    
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4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856
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OPEN 11 am - 4 am
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cork this session, but we need major reform and 
restructuring or what is coming will be worse 
than it has been thus far. For the most part, we 
only kicked the can down the road again this 
year. That is why the 2015 governor’s race is so 
important. It is far too difficult to pull off the 
kind of reform we need without strong leader-
ship in the governor’s office. We need a governor 
who has a clear vision of how Louisiana can be 
successful in a changing economy.”

Senator Smith, who is a resident of St. 
Charles Parish but whose district includes a 
slice of south Kenner says, “In some ways this 
was a heroic session and in other ways it was 
our most frustrating session,” he said. “We stood 
up to Governor Jindal on some issues but his 
threats to veto any legislation he didn’t like lim-
ited what could be done. I share the view that 
the 2015 election will probably be the most im-
portant of my lifetime. We really need to get this 
right.”

Representative Willmott was elated by the 
passage of a balanced budget. “If we had failed 
to pass a balanced budget, we might have seen 
the closure of some public hospitals and pub-
lic universities,” he said. “But what we accom-
plished was a six or seven month holding period 
when the budget will be balanced. I believe the 
next governor will call a special session in early 
2016 to begin a comprehensive revamping of our 
fiscal status. I think the legislature and the peo-
ple are ready for a change from what we have 

endured but we need to put the right man into 
the mansion. Reforming Louisiana’s budgetary 
processes will be a difficult, challenging task.”

The four legislators agreed the biggest dis-
appointment of the session was that they could 
not accomplish more fiscal reforms, in part be-
cause of limitations set by Governor Jindal. But 
each of the four legislators representing Kenner 
had some major achievements.

Representative Stokes teamed with state 
Senator J.P. Morrell of New Orleans to author 
a package of reform bills regarding Louisiana’s 
film tax incentives in order to save the programs 
which are under attack from many in Baton 
Rouge and the rest of the state. While their mea-
sures improving the program passed, so did an-
other contradictory bill, HB829, said Rep. Stokes. 

“We need to reverse parts of HB829 in early 2016,” 
she said. “HB829 seeks, among other things, to 
cap the credits that can be used on tax returns 
for the next three years at $180 million dollars 
annually. I do not believe that HB829 is appro-
priate as it impairs the value of tax credit assets 
that have been earned or purchased by third-
party individuals. I think it is wrong to impair 
taxpayer assets after they have been purchased 
with assurances from the state of Louisiana as to 
their value. Also, the conference committee re-
port on this bill was passed with only moments 
left in the session, leaving no time for review. I 
have already begun drafting legislation to fix 
problems created by HB829 and also requiring 
conference committee reports to be filed online 
at least 24 hours prior to the mandatory session 
close. Film has become a billion dollar industry 

Legislators
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Residential burglaries are down 28.6 per-
cent compared to 2014, said the chief. The only 
crime categories that are up are homicides and 
robberies. There have been two homicides in 
Kenner in 2015, both drug-related. Robberies are 
up 3.8 percent.

Also in 2015 compared to 2014, business bur-
glaries are down 17.9 percent, car burglaries are 
down 12.5 percent and auto thefts are down 18.3 
percent.

“The two homicides are tragic but those are 
the risks that go with the use or distribution of 
illegal drugs,” said Chief Glaser. “The reduction 
in burglaries, I think, is a result of aggressive pa-
trolling and our public education program that 
emphasizes the importance of locking your doors 
and turning on your burglar alarm even if you’re 
just going down the street.”

Chief Glaser says the KPD is recruiting right 
now and hopes to begin a KPD police academy 
recruit class this summer. Also on tap for this 
summer is a citizen’s academy class. The citizen’s 
academy gives Kenner residents an inside look at 
the operations of the KPD, its philosophy and 
an opportunity to meet many of the officers who 
have the responsibility of protecting and serving 
the community.

The chief said that in his first year as the 
top person at the KPD, his greatest frustration 
has been the sheer difficulty of convincing Ken-
ner residents and visitors about the importance 
of locking their vehicles.

“We look at surveillance tape and see a thief 
going down a long row of vehicles, trying the 
doors of each one,” said Chief Glaser. “About half 
of them swing open and the thief ransacks the ve-
hicle, taking everything from loose coins to an ex-
pensive iPhone before moving onto the next one. 
Just because Kenner is a safe city doesn’t mean 
we don’t have vehicle thieves here. Please lock 
your vehicle every time you leave it. Also, don’t 
leave expensive items in plain view on the car 
seat. That would make a huge, positive difference 
in our crime situation in Kenner.”

Chief Glaser says he also emphasizes com-
munity service to his officers. “I expect our offi-
cers to be courteous and helpful in dealing with 
the public – whether it’s helping replace a flat 
tire or helping senior citizens cross the street,” 
said the chief.

Chief Glaser said Kenner citizens can down-
load the free Kenner Police Department mobile app 
for both Apple and Android devices as well as visit 
the KPD Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest 
updated crime, traffic and other law enforcement-
related information. The Kenner Police Department 
website is www.kennerpd.com.    
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for our area and we need to protect it. Otherwise, 
the production companies who love Louisiana 
will pack their bags and go to other states where 
the rules and opportunities are more predict-
able.”

Senator Martiny passed a bill that allows 
Jefferson Parish hotels and motels to tax them-
selves up to 1.75 percent of an average room rate 
to create a promotional fund for Jefferson tour-
ism. He says the promotional fund is especially 
relevant for Kenner because it will help fill the 
Pontchartrain Center and boost occupancy in 
Kenner’s growing tourism sector.

Representative Willmott, who is serving 
in his second term, was a leading proponent of 
a fund to publicize Louisiana’s Safe Haven Law. 

“This is a law that allows a parent to give over pos-
session of their unwanted newborn up to 60 days 
old to any state licensed hospital, public health 
unit, emergency medical service provider, medi-
cal clinic, fire station, police station, pregnancy 
crisis center or child advocacy center without 
being charged with abandonment,” said Willmott.

Rep. Willmott said that the Safe Haven law 
has already saved babies that might otherwise 
have been abandoned, neglected or abused.

Senator Smith, serving his first term in the 
Senate, was a major force behind the passage of 
laws redefining rape and sexual battery. Instead 
of the current definition of “simple rape,” the 

crime will be defined by first, second and three 
degree rape. “The idea of so-called `simple rape’ 
is incredibly insulting to the victims,” said Sena-
tor Smith. “We need to get that term out of our 
law books.” He also successfully pushed for pas-
sage of a bill that makes sexual battery a crime 
for the first time. While it is a misdemeanor, con-
viction of sexual battery can lead to jail time or a 
fine or both.

Citizens can find information about all bills 
passed during the 2015 session at the joint House 
of Representatives and Senate legislative web-
site, www.legis.la.gov.

Senator Martiny’s District 10 office is locat-
ed at 131 Airline Highway, Suite 201 in Metairie 
and the telephone number is 834-7676 and his 
email address is martinyd@legis.la.gov.

The District 19 office for Senator Smith is 
located at 9 Apple Street in Norco. Senator Smith 
can be reached at 985-764-9122 and his email ad-
dress is smithgl@legis.la.gov.

The District 79 office of Rep. Stokes is lo-
cated at 4203 Williams Boulevard, Suite 200 in 
Kenner. Her telephone number is 468-8603 and 
her email address is stokesj@legis.la.gov.

The District 92 office of Rep. Willmott is 
located in Kenner at 2002 20th Street, Suite 204-
A. Willmott’s phone number is 465-3479 and his 
email address is willmott@legis.la.gov.    
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Members of Kenner’s Planning Commission pre-
viously recommended approval of the application at 
the group’s May 20, 2015 meeting.

Walter Krygowski, deputy director and chief op-
erations officer at the airport, explained the $650 mil-
lion project is expected to boost the number of airlines 
and flights out of New Orleans by lowering the cost per 
passenger for the airlines with a new terminal that is 
more efficient than the 50 year old current terminal.

Kenner will also benefit from an increase in 
parking spaces and the overhaul of the concessions 
for the terminal. The bulk of the proposed upgrade 
concessions selection will be located past the secu-

rity checkpoints so that passengers waiting for their 
planes have more convenient access.

The new pump station will not only handle any 
increased demands but will increase drainage capac-
ity by about 15 percent in the surrounding area. Ken-
ner Councilman-at-large Keith Conley requested that 
a help line be installed for the benefit of Kenner resi-
dents and Krygowski said it will be requested in the 
contractor’s construction plan.

Krygowski said construction work is expected 
to begin later this summer and New Orleans Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu has established a 2018 completion 
date for the new facility, in time for the 300th anniver-
sary of the city of New Orleans.    

Airport terminal
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support the Kenner Star each month. I want to sin-
cerely thank those loyal advertisers who continue to 
help us make Kenner’s only local community newspa-
per possible for Kenner residents to enjoy. And to our 
loyal readers, who have responded so positively to the 
Kenner Star, we will continue to provide community 
news, government updates and information that is en-
lightening and interesting each month.”

“Local business owners and professionals contrib-
ute columns each month to the Kenner Star providing 

our readers with information relevant to them and our 
area. Our goal has been to help businesses and busi-
ness owners who have invested in Kenner and we urge 
our residents to shop and patronize them,” said Lovitt.

The Kenner Star, a privately owned company 
published by Kenner Star, Inc., converted to a monthly 
publication in 1993, has always been mailed free to 
all registered voter households in Kenner and is also 
distributed to about 100 locations throughout the city. 
The Kenner Star’s website is www.kennerstar.com.
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