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Kenner sends requests for proposals to 53 potential Laketown lakeshore developers
By Allan Katz
In what many consider to be a historic moment, on January 5, 2015, the city of Kenner sent
out a “Request for Proposals” to 53 potential developers of the proposed Laketown lakeshore development concept and has opened the door for others who may not yet have been asked to provide
their recommendations in a competitive search for
the best ideas.
The concept of a planned multi-use water-oriented lakefront public recreation area on Kenner’s
Lake Pontchartrain shore has been talked about
since the 1990s but a large variety of legal and technical land ownership hurdles had to be overcome
before the RFP could be issued. The site of the Laketown development takes in 15.64 acres – 12.12

acres land, 2.83 acres water bottoms and 0.69 acres
of marsh – adjacent to the existing Treasure Chest
gaming casino. The site is actually owned by the state,
which, after much legal work, in a spirit of cooperation, allows Kenner to be the authority that determines who develops the lakefront site. The developer
will actually lease the land from the state’s land office.
“In my opinion, this is a great moment for Kenner,” said Mayor Michael S. Yenni. “All of the years of
dreaming, imagining and theorizing are finally over.
We’re ready to proceed with the full cooperation of
the state of Louisiana as our partner.”
The RFP does not require developers to follow
any specific model but gives them the freedom to

Kenner receives donation of nine vehicles
from Jefferson Parish
Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner’s aging fleet is one of the city’s
biggest concerns and Kenner Mayor Michael S.
Yenni said the recent donation of nine surplus
vehicles from Jefferson Parish will immediately
upgrade the city’s fleet.
The vehicles, including a van, backhoe, two

Artist rendering of potential development
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mini-dump trucks, two pickup trucks, two Ford
Expeditions and a Ford Ranger, range in age from
1999 to 2008. That makes them newer than many
of the 192 vehicles in Kenner’s fleet, which range
from 1992 to 2008, according to Kenner Fleet
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Rivertown’s Lundi Gras annual celebration to
kick off Mardi Gras
The Lundi Gras celebration in Kenner will
See Page 3
start at 10:00 a.m. on the day before Mardi Gras,
Monday, February 16, 2015, in Kenner’s historic
Rivertown with food, fun and music. Papa C and
the Slammin Horns will take the stage at 11:00
a.m. and play until 3:00 p.m. The public is invited
to attend this free event which has been held annually since 1999.
The highlight of Lundi Gras is the noon
arrival and meeting of the royal courts of the
Krewe of Argus of Metairie and the Zulu Social
Aid and Pleasure Club of New Orleans. Both
organizations parade on Mardi Gras Day before
thousands of spectators.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and the
and crafts during the Lundi Gras festivities.
Kenner City Council will be on hand at noon to
Argus royalty includes Johnny Matesich,
officially toast and welcome the Carnival royalty
King Argus XXXI, and his queen, Madeline
to Kenner. The center of the activity will be in
Quad Cvitanovich. Zulu royalty are Andrew
the parking lot at 400 Williams Boulevard across “Pete” Sanchez, Jr. and his queen, Dr. Janet T.
from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall. Local ven- Sanchez. For more information regarding the
dors will man booths selling food, refreshments
event call 468-7231.

KPD license plate recognition cameras helps
make arrests, solve crimes
By Allan Katz
Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser says one
of the most useful technological advances for law
enforcement is the license plate recognition camera. There are currently 25 license plate recognition cameras strategically located in Kenner with
two more on the way.
These cameras, with built-in computers, photograph every vehicle that passes by them. If the
computer recognizes a license plate or a car make
that is on the police search list, it sounds an alarm.
In Kenner, one of the cell phones programmed to

respond to the alarm is Chief Glaser’s.
“These cameras are one of the most useful
technological advances we have seen in police
work,” says Chief Glaser. “We have currently posted
25 of them in Kenner with two more on the way
that the city council has recently approved. At
$13,000 each, they are kind of pricey. But, with the
results we have gotten from them, they are an excellent investment of taxpayer dollars.”
In 2010, a sighting by a license plate recognition
camera led to an arrest that solved a Kenner homicide case. The case went to trial last year resulting
page 19

Kenner City Council elects new officers

Keith Reynaud
Kenner City Council President
On December 18, 2014, the Kenner City Council elected its new officers for the next six months
beginning January 1, 2015.
Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud
was elected council president succeeding Councilwoman-at-large Maria DeFrancesch.
Kenner Councilman-at-large Keith Conley
was chosen as council vice-president, replacing
District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll in that capacity.
The Kenner City Council serves as the city’s
legislative body, with the power to enact all ordi-

Keith Conley
Kenner City Council Vice-President
nances and resolutions. The council is also responsible for providing its residents with the latest and
most accurate information regarding all city of Kenner business and events. The council is governed by
the Home Rule Charter of the city of Kenner.
The Kenner City Council meets in the council
chamber at Kenner City Hall on the first and third
Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. The agenda
for each council meeting is prepared by the council
clerk at noon on the Monday prior to each council
meeting. The upcoming meeting dates are Thursday, February 5 and February 19, 2015.
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www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

Ask a Banker to Learn More.

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

*Se Habla Español en nuestras sucursales de Williams Blvd. y Terry Parkway. Para obtener información de otras
sucursales viisitenos a nuestra dirección electronica GULFBANK.COM.

GCB_freecheckKSad6863.indd 1

1/13/15 4:11 PM

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM
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AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

our place in space

Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 32 minutes

Help Scarlet the Macaw solve a crossword puzzle about the sky. One clue builds on another and the
answers lead to learning about the rotation of the Earth,the effects of gravity (or the lack thereof), and
the cause of day and night. There is even a brief segment about constellations and how the sky is a
big dot to dot game.

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn
how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

NOW Open Every Saturday • 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. until April 4th

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Rusty Rocket has one final mission to command: an introductory tour of the solar
system for a new class of rocket rookies. Along the way, Rusty highlights the wide
variety of environments in the solar system, the great distances between the
planets, and the spacecraft that explore them.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_0215.indd 1

Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 50 minutes

Get hypnotized as thousands of colorful laser designs dance across a magnificent 50-foot dome! Hypnotica is the ultimate
dance revolution, featuring an electronic/techno soundtrack taken straight from the latest rave! Includes selections from Fat
Boy Slim, Bjork, Prodigy, the Chemical Brothers, and the Crystal Method.

1/24/15 6:01 PM

MegadomeAd_0215.indd 1

Lundi Gras Ad Rebuilt_out.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0215.indd 1

show schedule subject to change

1/24/15 6:01 PM

1/25/15 7:18 PM
1/25/15 7:19 PM
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NOW

OPEN
2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

DISCOVERY
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Low Gas Prices
Ice Cold

KEG BEER o Go!
T

A SCHOOL WHERE
YOU CAN DISCOVER
A LOT MORE THAN
HEALTH SCIENCES

CHECK OUT OUR

PACKAGE BEER

20 Pack
Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light,
miller lite, and
coors lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

JANUARY 14
3 PM - 7 PM

th

Applications available at
www.discoveryhsf.org

Application Period

NOVEMBER 3rd
through

FEBRUARY 27th
Come see KDHSA on a
Thursday morning tour
or on Application Night:

Wednesday, January 14
3:30-7:00pm.
Contact patty.silva@discoveryhsf.org
KDHSA does not discriminate in the admissions
process, the rendering of services to students,
or employment of individuals because of race,
color, religion, sex, age, national origin, veteran
status, or any other non-merit factor.

•A strong Academic
high “B”
•Member of Metro
Sports League
•Lego League for
all Grades
•Music and Spanish
integrated into
curriculum
•Clubs during the
school day in
Middle School
•Faculty and Students
with HEART
Honor,
Endurance,
Academic,
Achievement,
Responsibility, &
Tolerance

Bud

Coors Lite

17.99

CAJUNLAND

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

Application Night

287-4492

Bud Lite

We Deliver to

YOUR
FLOAT!
Open 4 a.m. Mardi Gras Day!
IceHouse_0215.indd 1

Recipe Corner

5.99
19.99

Miller Lite

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

1/24/15 6:05 PM

STUFFED CABBAGE
By foodieforone.com

We had a feast every day while spending the holidays
with friends at Covey Rise, a fascinating hunting and
lodging camp north of New Orleans, with a hands-on
organic garden which serves many of New Orleans’ finest
dining establishments. So, on New Year’s Day, after sleeping
in, Stavo and I awoke, bright-eyed, with a plan. We would use
the very large Covey Rise grown cabbage we had in hand and
stuff its beautiful leaves with something memorable.
Stavo began with one purple onion, two yellow onions, three
fire-roasted bell peppers (red, yellow and green), one pound of
green onion pork fresh sausage from Rouses’ in New Orleans
and one cup of brown rice cooked in salted water. It was a brisk New Year’s Day and Stavo placed
the bell peppers on the grill of our cabin’s outdoor kitchen. He blistered and chard till the skin
peeled easily off of the peppers and then sautéed the chopped onions in two tablespoons of olive
oil and added the green onion sausage. He then diced and added the roasted peppers to the
sautéing green onion sausage and onions.
We cooked three cups of brown rice separately according to package directions and, once cooled,
added the brown rice to the sausage and vegetable mix. We had a large stock pot half-full of
boiling, Cajun-seasoned water, to which we gently placed our huge head of Covey Rise-grown
cabbage. After two to three minutes the leaves began to separate and we carefully removed each
whole leaf – we counted a dozen. We were ready to stuff.
We placed two tablespoons of stuffing on each leaf and rolled and lined, seam side down, into
a baking pan. I had roasted several garlic pods and tomatoes in the oven and we topped our
cabbage rolls with these salt and peppered beauties. Everything was cooked so we only placed
in a preheated 350 oven to meld and warm. We served with a side of black-eye peas over brown
rice and a huge slice of corn bread dripping with a dab of butter.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe_0215.indd 1

1/24/15 6:06 PM
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from The Editor

Kenner’s got a really big chance for Laketown’s lakeshore
By Allan Katz

The concept of
a high-class wateroriented lakefront
development in Laketown has been a
dream of Kenner’s business and government leaders since the early 1990s. Now, there is a chance to
turn the dream into a reality.
Much credit must be given the administration of Mayor Michael S. Yenni with the support
of the Kenner City Council and business leaders.
Anyone can dream but the Yenni administration
has done the heavy lifting to turn the dream into
a real possibility. The problem is that the lakefront
site where the development will be built is owned
by the state. Historically, doing business with the
state has been onerous for local governments. But,
somehow, the Yenni administration made friends
with the powers that be in Baton Rouge, the red
tape was cut through and the state has allowed
Kenner to become the authority issuing a Request

for Proposals to commercially develop the Laketown waterfront area. If all this works out, special
kudos should go to those in Kenner city government who became such good buddies of the guys
in Baton Rouge.
The city’s RFP has been sent to 53 companies around the world that specialize in putting
together high-class boardwalk developments
such as Bay Town Wharf in Destin, Florida, that
is familiar to many in Kenner and the metro
area. Kenner has also left the door open for others who may not have been on the solicitation
list to come up with their concepts. An important part of this is that any developer interested
in doing the deal must also be able to finance it
and have the credentials to prove it.
The site where the Laketown lakeshore
commercial development will be located is adjacent to the Treasure Chest gaming casino and
covers 15.64 acres on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain including land, water bottoms and
marsh. The RFP was carefully written not to tell
the bidding developers what they must include

in their proposed development which paves the
way for a wide variety of potential options. Waterfront developments around the country offer
hotels, condos, amphitheaters, retail shops, music venues, boating and fishing facilities, sightseeing, kiosks and high end residential developments. As the mayor says, the sky is the limit.
What can possibly go wrong? In a word –
everything. One need only look at how two administrations in New Orleans have screwed up
the effort to re-develop the empty World Trade
Center sitting on the riverfront on what may be
one of the most valuable pieces of land in the
city. One might think that with such a prize,
picking an award winning developer to take this
white elephant and turn it into a goose that lays
golden eggs would be a Sunday walk in the park.
Not hardly. Two different city of New Orleans
administrations have tried to select a developer
who was well-qualified to do the deal and have
failed miserably. The white elephant still stands
untouched on New Orleans riverfront, a testament to how difficult these things can be when

government tries to preside over a development
of historic importance. Mayor Yenni, his staff,
the Kenner City Council and Kenner’s business
community all know what a muddle the World
Trade Center fiasco has become and they are
united in a resolute determination not to let
something similar to that happen in Kenner.
No one knows what responses, if any, the city’s
RFP will bring, but I think Mayor Yenni and city officials have prepared well to get to this stage for
the commercial development of Laketown on the
shores of Lake Pontchartrain. They have cleared a
lot of hurdles and are to be commended for getting
this far. This is Kenner’s big chance for a first class
development and if it comes to fruition it will be a
transforming opportunity for the city.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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The siege of New Orleans
By Jeff Crouere
Back in 2007,
after the vicious murder of filmmaker Helen
Hill, popular drummer
Dinerral Shavers and
eight other people in the span of one week, 5,000 citizens marched in the Central Business District of New
Orleans descending on City Hall. At the time, Mayor
Ray Nagin was on the stage, behind a lectern, not allowed to speak. Rally organizers wanted him to listen
and not talk his usual nonsense. Sadly, he used his
time at the rally not to listen to speakers, but to conduct business on his Blackberry for his family’s granite
company. It was typical Ray Nagin, always self-focused
and never interested in truly helping the citizens of
New Orleans. Not surprisingly, the end result of this
march was heightened attention to the problem, a catharsis for the thousands of bereaved citizens, but no
real response from the Mayor’s office.
Today, despite the sordid City Hall history, it is
time for an even bigger crime rally in New Orleans. As
2015 begins, the crime problem in New Orleans is getting worse, while the police force is shrinking. While
there are many culprits in this tragedy, the one who
deserves the most blame is the mayor of New Orleans
Mitch Landrieu.
The first priority of any mayor is providing for the
public safety of the community. Mayor Landrieu is not
succeeding in this important area, in fact, he is failing
miserably.
In recent days, there have been reports of violent
crime in almost every area of New Orleans. For example, there have been armed robberies on St. Charles
Avenue, beatings in the CBD, a carjacking in Gentilly,
rapes in the French Quarter and an armed home invasion in the Uptown area. In New Orleans East, an attempted rape victim was able to escape only by leaping
from a moving vehicle. No longer is there a safe zone in
New Orleans, as everyone is vulnerable.

The crown jewel of New Orleans, the French
Quarter, is a battle zone as the decimated police
force is not present in adequate numbers in this
tourist hot spot. Under Mayor Landrieu, the NOPD
has declined significantly. At least 500 officers have
left the force during Landrieu’s tenure, while the
mayor has been unable or unwilling to recruit new
officers to replace them. Thus a force of almost
1,600 is now a force of approximately 1,000 officers.
While new recruiting classes have been announced
in recent months, more officers are still leaving, so
the force continues to decline.
The mayor’s “feel good” programs like Nola
for Life and midnight basketball are not the answer.
The only effective way to really dent the crime rate
is to sufficiently staff the police force and increase
the presence of police officers on the city’s crime
ridden streets.
It is so bad that businessman Sidney Torres mounted an advertising campaign imploring
the mayor to focus on public safety in the French
Quarter. Landrieu’s arrogant response was for the
businessman to pay for the increased security himself. However, it is not the job of Sidney Torres to
keep the French Quarter safe; it is the job of Mayor
Landrieu. Although Torres pulled the spots after
meeting with the mayor, the advertisements exposed Landrieu’s public safety failures.
While City Hall bragged that the number of
murders fell four percent last year, it is no reason to
celebrate. In fact, armed robberies were up 40 percent
and shootings increased 25 percent, not exactly statistics that should be touted.
Police officers are angry about aggressive monitoring of their activities, changes in their detail program, and poor leadership from City Hall. There have
also been policy changes that will severely hurt some
police officers. For example, this Mardi Gras, since the
officer ranks have been reduced, policemen will not

be allowed time off to ride in any parades, even though
some have spent thousands of dollars in krewe dues
and Mardi Gras throws. To force police officers to take
such a financial hit, when many of them are already
struggling financially, is beyond outrageous. This type
of policy does not engender good relations with the officers, who are already leaving in droves, and will undoubtedly continue to beat a path out of New Orleans.
To solve the problem, the mayor has asked for additional state police in New Orleans and more federal
funds; however, he should not look to others to solve
the city’s woes. It is so bad he should call for the National Guard, but it won’t happen. The conventional
wisdom among elected officials in New Orleans is that
the presence of the National Guard sends the wrong
message to citizens and tourists alike. In contrast, it
sends exactly the right message about the shape of the
city. It is a war zone in New Orleans, so the use of the
National Guard is utterly appropriate.
In the meantime, the victim count will continue
to accumulate as the police force shrinks. The lack
of mayoral response will continue until the people of
New Orleans respond in great numbers by marching
on City Hall and contacting their elected officials. If
there is not an outcry in sufficient numbers to generate media attention and political action, there will be
no real change and the siege of New Orleans will only
become worse.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Starting 2015 with positive progress
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
This year has certainly begun with exciting news, as the process
to bring in a developer
for a commercial, retail and recreational complex on the
shores of Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown has begun.
In the first week of January, we sent out a “Request for Proposals” to 53 qualified companies and also
put ads in national and international trade publications.
It’s too early to know what kind of response we
get, but I’m excited about the many different ways
a state-of-the-art development could potentially benefit the city of Kenner.
In fact, I’m optimistic about the many things I
hope we can accomplish in Kenner in 2015, considering the successes we had last year. Here are just some
of the best news from 2014:

Broke ground on new Kenner Food Bank. As
a result of the purchase of the old Worth Street Food
Bank by the East Jefferson Levee District, the city
broke ground in August on the first facility ever in the
city designed as a food bank. The Worth Street facility is
a made-over fire station. With the help of generous donations from local businessman Ronnie Mains, the food
bank will include facilities to house refrigerated items
and will be able to serve more people in need.
Broke ground on Pontchartrain Center repairs. Two different contracts, approved by the city
council in August and worth more than $1.5 million,
will significantly upgrade the Pontchartrain Center,
which sustained roof and interior damage during
Hurricane Isaac in 2012. While the damage hasn’t
stopped events at the center, the improvements will
make the Pontchartrain Center even more of an at-

traction to schools, civic and athletic events.
Progress with sewer system repairs. Work
continued during the year to make repairs and improvements to the sewerage system, which has been
under a compliance order from the state Department of Environmental Quality since 2004. The city
applied for a $15 million low-interest loan from the
state in November for the final projects to complete
the repairs within the next two to three years.
Laketown median improvements. A $1 million
project to add a 16-foot, lighted Laketown sign, landscaping improvements on the Williams Boulevard media and
a public art sculpture were completed in August. The
project is similar to corridor improvements in the 2030
Plan, which will begin later this year, but was paid for
with hotel-motel tax money dedicated to Laketown.
Harmony with new council. The elections in April
resulted in a city council that has been inquisitive and
hard-working and more interested in the best interests

Kenner residents are kept informed
By Bob Ross – Kenner Public Information Officer
My job as public
information officer for
the city of Kenner isn’t
that much different
from my previous job as a
reporter and editor with The Times-Picayune newspaper.
In both cases, the duty was to keep the public informed.
After nearly 30 years at the newspaper, I saw the

job of reporting the news as something closer to a
public service. Everyone can’t make it to governmental
meetings, but the decisions that elected officials make
are very important.
The same is true here in Kenner, I believe – keeping residents informed and up-to-date is a public service.
More importantly, Mayor Michael S. Yenni feels
the same way. On many occasions since he was first

elected in 2010, Yenni has promised that his administration will be transparent. It’s not just lip service.
That’s why the city’s website was completely upgraded shortly after Yenni arrived as chief administrative officer with Mayor Ed Muniz. The goal of transparency explains why the agendas of city council meetings
and contracts approved by the city council can be accessed online.
When surveys taken as a part of the 2030 Plan to
revitalize and make short-term and long-term improvements to the city suggested the public wanted even
more transparency, Yenni ordered a series of town hall
meetings in 2013 to be held in every district in the city.
The goal of transparency guides me every day as
public information officer. We have begun to highlight
actions taken at city council meetings to inform residents who can’t make the meetings and may not have
computer access to go through the agendas.

of Kenner than in petty political squabbles. Residents
have remarked that council meetings don’t drag on so
long and we all seem to be enjoying ourselves. I look
forward to this type of cooperation throughout the year.
Executive staff changes. We were fortunate to add
some quality employees with impressive qualifications
during the year. That included the return of Tamithia
Shaw, former code enforcement director and assistant
city attorney, as clerk of court. Michael Power, who was
a member of the law firm that provided legal advice to
Kenner for nearly two decades, has returned and been
named city attorney. Aimee Vallot, an attorney with strong
connections to the city, replaced Shaw and interim Code
Enforcement Director Keith Conley in the department
and Bob Ross, a former editor and reporter for The TimesPicayune was named public information officer.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Every week, we highlight some of the top weekend
entertainment available in Kenner. When big events are
on the schedule – whether it’s a “Movies in the Park”
weekend or a statewide volleyball tournament at the
Pontchartrain Center – we put out a press release for
the media and also put news of the event on the city’s
website and Facebook page.
The numbers tell us that more and more people
are taking advantage of the city’s Facebook page to
learn about what’s going in Kenner. But perhaps you
have some ideas on how we can do a better job of being transparent. If so, just give me a call at 468-4091, or
email me at bross@kenner.la.us.
I look forward to hearing from the public and continuing to work with the mayor to make city government
as transparent as possible.
Bob Ross is the city of Kenner’s Public Information Officer and can be reached at 468-4091 or via
email at bross@kenner.la.us. His office is located at
1801 Williams Boulevard in Building B, Suite 215 in
Kenner.

Mayor Yenni strengthens domestic violence
diversion program beyond state regulations
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni announced on
February 15, 2015, that beginning March 1, 2015 he will
institute a policy that will strengthen the city’s domestic
violence diversion program beyond the state law minimum provisions for counseling.
Yenni’s new policy will now require a minimum of
26 weeks of counseling for domestic violence offenders
and the counseling providers are now required to be
licensed medical health professionals, such as clinical
social workers, psychologists and psychiatrists, which
exceed current state guidelines. Yenni believes the diversion program will benefit from counselors who must
maintain continuing education in their respective fields
as well as to adhere to strict ethical rules.
State Representative Helena Moreno, D-New
Orleans, who authored the legislation to raise the
minimum standard for counseling of domestic violence
offenders to 26 weeks, noted, “Mayor Yenni should be
commended for his concern for domestic violence victims. He acted quickly and responsibly and will raise the
bar for other city courts on this important issue.”

On a related matter, the mayor and city officials
received a draft of an opinion from the Louisiana Board
of Ethics, requested in December, which concludes that
state law does not allow a prosecutor in the Kenner
City Court to also participate in the diversion program
that is supervised and controlled by the city. Said Yenni,
“I agree with the draft opinion issued by the board of
ethics. When I learned that a prosecutor in the Kenner city attorney’s office was also providing counseling
services to domestic violence offenders, I immediately
suspended that practice and relied on an ethics board
opinion to validate my own concerns. I am pleased that
this matter was called to my attention by the media. It
educated me on the best ways to improve the program
on behalf of the victims. Kenner was one of the first local courts in the metropolitan area to focus on domestic
violence. These changes will better treat domestic violence defendants to help them improve their behavioral
skills and eliminate the use of violence.”
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Make your Mardi Gras fun and safe
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Mardi Gras season is upon us and
carnival revelry will
soon be in full swing.
Mardi Gras (Tuesday,
February 17, 2015 this year) is not only one of our
area’s most unique festivities, but one of our country’s
most talked about and anticipated events. This is a
great time to spend with family and friends, but also
a time to be responsible, careful of our surroundings
and watchful of our little ones.
It is important to remain extra vigilant of our
children’s safety during this festive time. Children are
especially prone to accidents during Mardi Gras with
the large crowds, beads and trinkets flying around and
all of the commotion going on during parades. Remind

your children to stay out of the street and to never run
after throws or follow behind floats. Teach them to be
careful when reaching down to pick up throws and
make sure young children don’t put beads or trinkets
in their mouths as this can cause a choking hazard.
If you plan on using a ladder to give your children a better view of the parades, make sure you
follow regulations for setting up the ladder. Set up
the ladder as far back from the street as the ladder
is tall. For example, if the ladder is eight-feet tall,
then it should be placed eight feet behind the curb.
Take note that putting ladders in intersections or
fastening multiple ladders together is prohibited in
many areas. Make sure children are properly fastened in the seat and stand on the back of the ladder as an anchor while protecting them from fast

flying throws. Also, be careful when putting your
child over your shoulders. Crowds can shift unexpectedly, making it easy to get knocked over.
Consider implementing a family plan should
anyone unexpectedly get separated and make sure
your children are fully aware of what they should do
in an emergency. Establish a meeting place in case
someone gets lost and have you kids carry a card that
includes their name, address, phone number and prearranged meeting place. If you leave your group during
parades for any reason, have someone accompany you
and avoid walking on deserted side streets. Report any
suspicious activity or persons you may observe. Also,
carry your personal belongings in a small bag or purse
that can be strapped around your waist or across your
chest for added security.

If you plan on drinking during the festivities,
please do so responsibly and limit your alcohol consumption when watching over little ones. Appoint a
designated driver beforehand should you decide to
drink during the celebrations. Under no circumstances should you ever drink and drive.
The Kenner Police Department wishes you
and your family and safe and fun-filled Mardi Gras
season. If you have any safety concerns that you
would like me to address, please feel free to contact
me at kpd@kenner.la.us.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com.

Kenner Police launches mobile app for iPhone, Android and iPad
On January 8, 2015, Kenner Police Chief
Michael J. Glaser announced the launch of the
Kenner Police Department Mobile App for both
Apple and Android devices.
The app offers several operations that allow the public to seek information about the
Kenner Police Department, individuals wanted, safe haven locations, departmental directory and much more.

The KPD app allows the public to receive
up-to-date information regarding crime and
traffic-related incidents, including road closures. It also allows individuals to submit tips
through several mediums (patrol and traffic
requests, crime and narcotics tips) and provides the latest news.
The Kenner Police Department will also
push urgent messages to supported devices

through the app.
Some information will be available in
both English and Spanish.
The KPD app is a free download available
through the device’s app stores by searching
for the Kenner Police Department. In addition,
the Kenner Police Department now maintains
a Facebook page (kennerpolice) and Twitter
account (@kennerpolice).

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Center_1114.indd 1
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7030 Canal Boulevard 4921 Airline Drive
10/24/14 8:44 PM
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City of Kenner awarded $1.6 million for
combination bike/pedestrian path

Entergy questioned about metal poles by
Kenner officials

Kenner has received approximately $1.6
million in federal funding to pay for a combination bike and pedestrian path along the Power
Boulevard median from West Esplanade Avenue
to Vintage Drive, Kenner officials announced on
January 8, 2015.
The money is part of a state/federal Transportation Alternatives Program for enhancement-type projects, said Kenner Public Works
Director Jose Gonzalez. The city applied for the
funds through a competitive application process
and was fortunate to receive an allocation of
funds for the project.

On January 8, 2015, Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni expressed serious concern to Entergy officials in light of the metal power pole that apparently was blown down during a winter storm on
the night of January 7, leaving more than 2,200
Kenner customers without power.
Yenni and Kenner District 4 Councilman
Lenny Cline, whose district was affected by the
power outage, did commend Entergy work crews
for restoring power to all but 188 customers within an hour, but also noted about 100 customers
were without power until 4:00 a.m. or 5:00 a.m.
on what was the coldest night of the year so far.
The power outage affected the majority of Chateau Estates subdivision.
But Yenni and Cline said the real concern is
whether other metal poles anywhere in the city
are in similar condition with hurricane season
less than five months away.
“I’ve heard from many residents who are
worried that the storm winds we had on January

The project is a part of Kenner’s 2030 Plan
and includes lighting, landscaping, a bridge over
the Vintage Boulevard Canal and other improvements in addition to the bike and pedestrian
path, Gonzalez said.
“This is another example of the city successfully applying for and being able to secure federal funds for important infrastructure-related
improvements,” Gonzalez said.
The city’s match of the project is 20 percent,
Gonzalez said. Preliminary design work is currently underway.

Kenner residents urged to clear out street
storm drains
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni is asking all
Kenner residents to clear out the storm drains
near their homes. Leaves, yard clippings and
other debris can collect in the drains, affecting
the amount of rain that can be removed from the
streets in the event of stormy weather.
“This is a good time to check the drains,” Yenni said. “It’s this time of year when some of these
winter cold fronts can produce very heavy rains.”
Any resident who is unable to clear out their

storm drain can contact the Kenner Public Works
Department at 468-7515 to report the problem or
send an email to PWcomplaints@kenner.la.us.
The department has vacuum trucks that can
clear out clogs in storm drains.
For information on protective measures
against potential floods and links to additional
flood information, go to www.kenner.la.us/6/
Flood_Protective_Measures_061614.pdf.
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7, while significant, weren’t even tropical storm
strength,” Yenni said. “Do we have other metal
poles about to give out when the next tropical
system hits the area?”
Cline and the mayor said they have contacted Louisiana Public Service Commissioner
Eric Skrmetta, who has agreed to also look into
the situation. “This is something that cannot be
ignored,” Cline said. “This has to be thoroughly
investigated now before a hurricane is headed
this way.”
“During that morning’s extreme weather
our teams worked as quickly and as safely as possible to restore electrical services to the viewing
area,” Entergy spokesman Greg Fenn said. “The
outage near Chateau Estates was caused by a
broken steel pole, which has since been repaired.
Our next steps include a complete inspection of
all the steel poles in the area to ensure that we
can continue to provide our customers with safe
reliable energy.”

Kenner hosts meeting looking for potential
federal flood insurance discounts
On January 20, 2015, the city of Kenner
hosted the first meeting of floodplain and other
officials from throughout the parish as part of an
effort to increase the education effort related to
flood insurance and to qualify for a flood insurance discount from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
The meeting at Kenner’s City Park Pavilion
of the group known as Jefferson United Mitigation Professionals (JUMP) included officials
from Kenner, Gretna, Harahan, Westwego the
town of Jean Lafitte and unincorporated Jefferson. Also present were representatives from Entergy, along with banking, real estate, insurance
and other industries executives.
The meeting was conducted by Michelle
Gonzales and Maggie Olivier of the Jefferson
Parish Floodplain and Hazard Mitigation office.
The group will oversee the creation of a Program
for Public Information, which is a multi-faceted

document designed to increase education about
and participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.
FEMA officials encourage PPI programs by
offering points under a community rating system
that can qualify for discounts on insurance. Kenner currently qualifies for a 15 percent discount
on the more than 16,000 flood policies owned by
residents and businesses in the city. Kenner and
other local governments could potentially qualify
for greater discounts through the PPI.
“We are very proud to be a part of this group
and to host their meeting,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “Obviously, we are excited
about any effort that helps people to protect
their property from emergencies and potentially
lowers the cost of flood insurance policies.”
A second meeting of the group is scheduled
for March.

Three Kenner Code Enforcement sweeps
result in 133 citations
Inspectors from Kenner’s Code Enforcement Department issued 133 citations following
three different sweeps during the week of January 19, 2015, said Kenner Code Enforcement Director Aimee Vallot.
On January 20, a small sweep of commercial businesses in the area of Lexington and 26th
Street led to 17 citations for abandoned vehicles
and one citation for unsafe electrical conditions.
The sweep was conducted in response to complaints about abandoned vehicles, Vallot said.
Another small sweep was conducted January 21 near Newport and 42nd streets due to
complaints about abandoned vehicles and 16
violations were issued.

A larger sweep on January 21 on Vouray
Drive that resulted in 99 citations including 20
abandoned vehicles, 12 buildings needing maintenance, 14 soffit/fascia issues, 16 cases of litter,
three abandoned refrigerators, 20 unsafe electrical conditions, six unsafe mechanical conditions,
two notice to repair or demolish, three instances
of vermin/rodents and three window/door violations.
“In addition to conducting regular sweeps
throughout the city we will continue to schedule
smaller sweeps based on complaints from residents,” Vallot said. “It’s important that residents
know when they inform us of a problem, we take
it very seriously.”
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Gulf Coast Bank announces record earnings for 2014

Advertise in the
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office in the historic core of Gretna has already
experienced significant growth and provides additional convenience for our West Bank customers,” said Williams.
Williams expressed the optimistic view that,
on balance, the new lower oil prices will be a

slight net positive for the state of Louisiana and
for the bank.
Gulf Coast Bank is one of the largest locally
owned and operating banks with 18 branches located across southeast Louisiana. Visit www.gulfbank.com for more information.
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million dollars in total assets.
“The record growth and earnings year was
the result of success in all the bank’s operating
units. We were happy to have seen all of our operating divisions from trust, to investments, residential mortgage, commercial mortgage, business
credit and consumer lending have a good year,”
said Williams.
The bank also announced the opening of
its 18th office in downtown Gretna. “This newest
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On January 20, 2015, Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust Company President and chief executive officer Guy T. Williams announced the second consecutive year of record earnings.
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company experienced record earnings in 2013 and once again
in 2014 making 2014 the best year in Gulf Coast
Bank’s 25 year history. In addition to record earnings of $27,249,000, the bank grew by 24 percent,
ending the year at one billion two hundred twenty
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We work harder! We work smarter! We get it right the first
time, so our customers don’t waste their time.

Some people say this might be a lost art, but when we see our customers again, it
will be because we went the extra mile, not because we cut corners.
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Laundry lessons: Coming clean
By Linda R. Martin
Let’s face it: Most
of us don’t exactly look
forward to doing laundry. As a result, it’s one
of those chores that are
easy to put off until later. But putting laundry off until
later can have a downside. Hidden dirt can build up in
your clothes and it may be harder to get visible stains
like chocolate and grass out of clothing.
A national survey by Wisk revealed that four
out of five people admitted to at least one dirty
laundry secret. Top secrets include:

Going more than a month without changing the
bed sheets. In fact, only half of those surveyed wash
sheets once a week.
Taking dirty items out of the laundry basket
to wear.
Repeating underwear- nearly one in three women admit to wearing the same bra for several days in
a row, while close to one in three men admit to having
worn the same socks or underwear for several days.
Most people say they “just know” when an item
needs to be washed, but what they may not know is
that the average wash load contains 20 times more

Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

body oil and sweat than visible stains. These hidden
soils can get trapped deep in the fabric of clothes and
build up over time. Leaving the laundry until later also
means it becomes harder to remove visible stains. Fortunately, there are some things you can do to get rid of
common stains:
Adhesive: (Tape, chewing gum, rubber cement) Apply ice or cold water to harden the surface;
scrape with a dull knife. Saturate with prewash
stain remover. Rinse then launder.
Beverage: Soak stain in cool water. Treat with
a pre-wash stain remover, liquid laundry detergent,
or a paste of powder detergent and water. Laundry
with a fabric-safe bleach.
Blood: New stains should be soaked in cold water
for 30 minutes. Rub detergent into any remaining stain.
Rinse, then launder. Dried stains should be pre-treated
or soaked in lukewarm water with a product containing
enzymes, then laundered.
Chocolate: Gently scrape off excess chocolate.
Treat the stain with a prewash spray. Follow up with an
enzyme detergent to remove residue before washing.

Cosmetics: Treat with a pre-wash stain remover,
liquid detergent, a mixture of detergent and water or
rub with bar soap. Work into dampened stain until the
outline of stain if gone, then rinse. If greasy stain remains, soak in an enzyme product. Rinse and launder.
Grass: Treat with prewash stain remover or
soak with an enzyme product. If stain remains, launder in the hottest water safe for the fabric with a
fabric-safe bleach.
Mud: Let dry, then brush off as much as possible. For light stains, pretreat with a paste of dry
detergent and water, liquid detergent or a liquid
detergent booster; launder. Pretreat heavy stains
by presoaking with a laundry detergent, a product
containing enzymes.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner,
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned
and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Home

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com
www.realtyexecutives.com
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Most homes have
different kinds of doors,
each designed to address a particular need.
All doors are classified
as exterior or interior, differentiated by construction,
weather-tightness, weight and related factors that determine whether or not they can survive exposure to the
elements.
Typical weather-tight exterior doors include front
entry doors, back doors, French doors, glass sliders and
patio doors.
Most doors are designed to look like wood. Materials such as steel and fiberglass can simulate the look
of wood, plus they are more affordable, have a greater
insulation value, and require far less maintenance in
the long term.
All-wood doors are made from softwoods or hardwoods, which are more durable and elegant. Fiberglasscomposite doors made from a core of rigid insulation
clad with a fiber-reinforced polymer are often embossed with artificial wood grain so they look like wood.
Steel doors, made of heavy-gauge, galvanized steel over
a core of rigid foam, are strong but look less like wood.
Their surfaces usually are coated with polymer or vinyl
and are wood-grain embossed.
Conventional hinged doors may be purchased
with either a right- or left-handed swing. You need to
be certain you select the correct swing door so that it
will match the door you are replacing. If not, you will
likely not be pleased with the direction the door swings
after you install it. In addition, many doors today can be
purchased pre-hung in the doorframe, making the door
replacement project fairly easy.
High end doors often come with full 10-year warranties that guarantee complete replacement of the
door within the warranty period. If you have a copy of
your warranty, check it out to see if it may still be valid.
When replacing your door or maybe just the window in the door, there are window glass options to be
considered. Keeping with today’s concerns for saving
energy, windows may be standard single glazed, dual

glazed or even triple glazed. “R-values” measure heat
loss through glass: the higher the R-value, the higher
the glazing’s resistance to energy loss. By increasing a
window’s R value from 2 to 4, you can cut energy loss
by 50 percent.
Energy-efficient glass options include low-e glass,
which has a virtually invisible metallic coating that reflects heat and protects carpets and furnishings from
fading by reducing damaging ultraviolet rays from the
sun. Even more efficient insulating windows have Argon gas, a natural, colorless, non-toxic gas that is sealed
between glass panes. Insulating low-e glass filled with
Argon gas has about twice the insulating qualities of
standard dual glazing. Solar bronze and solar gray-tinted glass help keep out unwanted heat and ultraviolet
rays. If there is a possibility of ultraviolet (UV) damage
to floors, rugs and furniture, consider choosing a glazing
that resists UV rays.
Lastly, a common item we often observe during a
home inspection is a sagging exterior door. A door will occasionally sag under its own weight and bind in the doorframe. If the situation isn’t corrected, it will get worse
over time until it’s virtually impossible to open or close
the door. Planing or sanding the upper door edge is only
a temporary fix because the door will continue to sag. Instead, remove the screws from the upper hinge leaf that’s
attached to the doorjamb and replace them with threeinch decking screws. The screws will pass through the
jamb and reach deep into the trimmer studs of the rough
opening. Tighten the screws just enough to pull back the
door a little bit. Be careful not to over tighten them or
you’ll bow the jamb and distort the swing of the door.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.
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Your will, your choice
By Steven A. Watts
Here’s a newsflash! None of us will
live on this earth
forever. Here we are
in another new year and your resolution for last
year was to get your legal affairs in order. You had
every intention of preparing a last will and testament and a living will. What happened? What are
you waiting for?
Let’s focus for a moment on these two important basic legal documents. First, the living will. A
living will is simply a declaration concerning the use
of life sustaining procedures to prolong one’s life. A
living will can ensure that you will not be left on a
respirator when it is your intent to be permitted to
pass away naturally, rather than artificially extending your life. A living will is only effective when you
have a terminal and irreversible condition and only
extraordinary medical procedures can be used to
maintain your life.
Here’s a few things to know about your last
will and testament. There is a misperception among

the general public that a power of attorney remains
effective after one’s death. If you signed a power of
attorney giving your spouse full authority over your
legal and financial affairs, when you die, that power
of attorney is no longer valid. Your spouse’s authority as agent passed away with you. Upon your death,
your will, if you have one, controls all of your legal
and financial affairs. Generally, the most recent will
prepared, in a legally acceptable form, will be the
last will and testament that will control your estate
upon your death. You may only make a will for yourself; not for you and your spouse. Each of you is required to have your own individual will. An oral will
is not effective in Louisiana. You must use a legally
acceptable form for your will to be effective. If the
form of your will is improper, your will may not be
considered valid and can be open to challenge. Most
all of the assets that you possess at your death will
pass through your estate, either testate or intestate.
An exception to this general rule is any life insurance policies, annuities or IRA accounts which may
be made payable directly to the beneficiary and do

Banking
Recession proof
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important legal and financial affairs in order and enjoy the peace of mind that comes with knowing that
you have provided for those that you love. You only
have one life and one chance at this.

not pass through your estate.
Finally, it is true that if you do not decide how
you want your assets to be distributed upon your
death that the state of Louisiana will decide this for
you. If you pass away intestate, i.e., without a will,
the laws of the state of Louisiana will decide who
gets what and how much. Community property may
well be treated differently from your separate property, thus further complicating your estate.
If you haven’t prepared your will, you should do
so now. This is important. Perhaps you need to have
someone review your current will with you to see if
it is a valid legal document. Maybe your life circumstances have changed since your will was originally
prepared. These new events may impact your estate.
Don’t procrastinate. Take the time now to get your

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is located at
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie.
Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and
real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and manager of
Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 836-0811
or swatts@amerititlela.com.
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By Guy Williams
The rapid drop
in oil prices to less
than $50 a barrel has
many of the old timers
talking about the oil
crash in the late 80s. If you were here, you remember
those days. It was almost as if someone had turned
off the lights. People just stopped buying. Suddenly
neighbors lost their jobs; the saving and loan industry
lost most of its members to failure; the state budget
was deeply in the red and real estate prices collapsed.
The good news is that won’t happen this time.
The Louisiana economy is much more diverse. So
while we will see a slowdown in the oil and gas sector,
we will not see a collapse. New drilling projects will
be delayed and some marginal oil prospects will be
plugged and abandoned. The deep water projects will
continue because the cost and lead time is so large
that they cannot be stopped. Overall, maintenance,
plug and abandonment work will continue.
Furthermore, we can expect to see continued
expansion of the chemical corridor up and down the
Mississippi River. These chemical plants use natural
gas as a feedstock causing those plants to be more
productive and profitable.
One change we can also expect to see is the
switch to natural gas for transportation. This will begin with fleet operators such as bus companies and
municipalities, but will expand to 18 wheelers. Since
the demand for oil will go down, this switch will put
further pressure on oil prices. The increase in natural gas usage will help Louisiana’s economy since we
are more involved in natural gas production than oil
production.
As cheaper oil prices filter through the general
economy, they will have the effect of increasing everyone’s take home pay, mainly because it will be
cheaper to drive your car and heat your home. Oil
producing states, such as Louisiana, can expect to

see an increase in tourism jobs to help offset the oil
and gas jobs that may be lost. For the rest of the nonoil producing U.S., this is all benefit with no cost. As
the cost of fueling your car and heating your home
decreases, you should turn this into an opportunity
to accelerate your own financial plan. For instance,
if you used to spend $80 per week fueling your car, it
is now $36, resulting in $44 per week or $2,288 per
year saved. As you save, you should practice the three
pillars of a sound financial plan. First, plan a contingency fund to handle the unexpected including at
least six months of living expenses in case of unemployment. Next, start saving for the future including
retirement, and lastly, eliminate consumer debt.
The first step is to fund your reserve account. If
you haven’t done that, start now as the low gasoline
prices have given you the money you need. The second step is to begin a systematic investment program,
preferably pre-tax using a 401-k or IRA. If you have
started the first two steps or are well underway, use
your extra cash to begin the consumer debt repayment plan. Start with your smallest loan balance
and use the cash savings from gasoline discounts to
increase your monthly payment. As soon as that debt
is repaid, use all of that payment to pay off your next
biggest loan, continue until you are debt-free.
If you haven’t already, please start practicing
these pillars now. I know from personal experience
and from my customers’ experiences that if you don’t
quickly allocate the gasoline windfall, it will disappear into your normal spending. Soon, you won’t
know how you were able to get by when gas prices
were higher. So, use this windfall to move toward
making your self-recession-proof.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.
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PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE
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and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded
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Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
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Fuel Injection Cleaning
Scott Zimmerman (owner),
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Scottys_0215.indd 1

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
1/25/15 7:23 PM

12

FEBRUARY 2015  KENNER STR

Airport

New ultra-low cost airline begins service in February
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport is
pleased to welcome
Allegiant Air this
month! On February 4, 2015, Allegiant Air will start
non-stop service to four destinations. These non-stop
destinations are Cincinnati, Ohio (CVG); Columbus,
Ohio (LCK); Indianapolis, Indiana (IND); and OrlandoSanford, Florida (SFB). Allegiant Air will be operating
out of Concourse C and will offer non-stop service twice
weekly to each destination.
Allegiant Air is an ultra-low cost airline owned
by Allegiant Travel Co. that operates scheduled and
charter service from America’s favorite small cities to
world-class destinations like New Orleans. Allegiant
was founded in 1997 and has been named one of America’s 100 Best Small Companies by Forbes Magazine
for five consecutive years. The company operates ultra-low cost, high-efficiency, all-jet passenger aircraft.
Allegiant brings with it a unique travel option to
the New Orleans community. Focusing on ultra-low
cost leisure travel, the company provides customers
with ultra-low base fares averaging nearly half of the
cost of the average domestic round-trip fare. The innovative business model has allowed the company to
grow from one aircraft and one route just over a decade ago, to offering access to convenient, affordable
service in over 90 communities nationwide.
In addition to offering air-only sales, Allegiant
Air offers other travel-related products such as hotel rooms, rental cars and attraction tickets. Other

products available for purchase include advance seat
assignments, priority boarding, checked and carry-on
baggage, beverages, and snacks. By offering a menu
of services that a passenger can choose, Allegiant Air
is able to offer ultra-low air fares to its destinations.
To book your travel on Allegiant Air and for complete
pricing and availability, please visit www.allegiantair.
com. Tickets are not available for sale through online
travel agencies, such as Expedia or Travelocity.
In the next few months, our community will
have more travel options with the additional air
service. In March, Southwest Airlines will begin nonstop service to San Antonio with one weekly departure that will grow to daily service by April. Then in
June, Southwest Airlines will begin daily service to
Oakland, California. To book your travel to these destinations, please visit www.southwest.com.
Our international service will also be expanding in 2015. Delta Air Lines will begin non-stop service on March 7 to Cancun with once weekly Saturday departures. For more information on Delta flight
options, please visit www.delta.com. On May 14, VacationExpress will expand to three times weekly nonstop service on Sundays, Thursdays and Saturdays to
Cancun. In addition, VacationExpress will add once
weekly nonstop to Punta Cana, Dominican Republic
on Thursdays. All of these flights as well as complete
vacation packages are currently available for sale by
visiting www.vacationexpress.com.
As we begin 2015, the airport is pleased that
we have been able to secure these additional travel
options for our community. Please visit our website

Vomor Hair Extensions

465.9590
www.georgyssalonspa.com
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for the most up-to-date information on all services
available at www.flyMSY.com.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International may be
reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International

Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive”
or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com,
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News
and Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/
MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out
how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.

Sports
Pelicans mediocrity leaves many
questions unanswered
By Ken Trahan
CWhat a road trip!
The Pelicans recently
lost to three bad teams in Boston, Philadelphia and New
York in the midst of a five-game trip. The record combined of those three juggernauts is 27-95. New Orleans
somehow won at Toronto, who is 26-14 and beat Detroit,
who had won 9 of 10 games. The Knicks had lost 16
straight games. That ignominious streak is over after a
99-92 win over the Pelicans on Martin Luther King Day.
The Pelicans reached the halfway mark of the
season 20-21 and 10th in the Western Conference. With
Kevin Durant now healthy, they are likely looking up
at Oklahoma City (ninth) the rest of the way. Phoenix
(eighth) is clear of New Orleans. They will not catch San
Antonio or anyone else in the loaded conference.
This team has not been more than two games over
.500 or two games under .500. Halfway through the season,
their longest win streak was two games. It simply does
not matter who the Pelicans are playing. They play to the
level of the opponent, maddeningly inconsistent. Is it talent, injuries or coaching?
The answer is all three. There is talent but it is not
top-level talent. There are injuries but everyone deals
with injuries. Is Monty Williams getting the best out this
team? There are ready-made excuses but excuses, as you
already know, are for losers.
Those excuses are ready-made.
The Pelicans were playing the second of a backto-back in New York. They were playing without perhaps their two best players. New Orleans played slow.
New York played harder. The Pelicans had just 13 assists on 35 made shots. They seemed to forget what the
pick and roll is. The excuse of being without Anthony
Davis and Jrue Holiday would have more credence if
the Pelicans had not beaten Detroit and Toronto without the duo. It rings a bit hollow.
At Madison Square Garden, New Orleans defended
poorly. Baton Rouge native Langston Galloway of Christian Life Academy, on a second 10-day contract and trying to stick around, got his first NBA start and scored 21
points. The Pelicans lost to a team with Jason Smith, Lou
Amundson and Lance Thomas, rubbing ointment into to
the open wound. It burns. It should. The Knicks were 3-17
at home, including 1-15 against Western Conference opponents. They were 5-36, worst in the league.
In the NBA, every team has stars who miss games.
Rosters must be built to withstand those setbacks, at
least when you are facing bad teams. Everyone must
play back-to-backs.
Williams has stated more than once that he has to
do a better job and said after the disastrous loss to the
Knicks that he is doing plenty of self-evaluation. Will he
get the opportunity? Keep in mind that he is five years in,

a long stint by any stretch in the NBA, particularly when
you are not winning. The same is true of Dell Demps.
Jrue Holiday has missed 52 of 123 games since he
has been in New Orleans. Eric Gordon played well in New
York but has missed 153 of 287 games in his four seasons
in New Orleans. Ryan Anderson has missed 61 of 203
games. When three of your key pieces cannot get on the
floor enough, your investments dwindle while losses on
the floor and at the pay station increase.
Tyreke Evans is a nice second or third option when
he shares the ball, not so much when he doesn’t. Anderson has floundered in his last three games. Anderson has
made just 9-of-39 shots (23 percent) and just 6-of-24 (25
percent) from three-point range. In his last eight games,
Anderson is just 31-of-96 (32 percent) from the field, including 17-of-49 (34 percent) from three-point range.
Due to injuries and a lack of consistency, Williams
has been unable to settle on a consistent rotation, unable
to figure out who his best bench players are.
New Orleans is just 10-7 against sub .500 teams
and that is not good enough to be a playoff team. Losing at Boston was not good. Losing at Philadelphia was
bad. Losing to a Knicks team that had lost 16 straight
was just awful.
Williams hit the halfway mark 148-205 in his five
seasons (42 percent win percentage). He enjoyed a winning season and playoff appearance in his first season
with Chris Paul and David West on board. Since then, the
Pelicans have finished dead last in the ultra-tough Southwest Division three straight seasons and appear headed
there again this season.
Can Demps and Williams turn things around? Can
they have success in New Orleans? Will they be allowed
to continue much longer? If you make a change in midseason, who do you promote or bring in? Will it make you
any better? Are Joe Dumars, who has been around quite
a bit this season and Avery Johnson, a friend of the Saints’
organization, options?
The brain trust, including Tom Benson, Mickey
Loomis and Dennis Lauscha, must make that call.
They have always liked Williams. We are getting closer
to finding out how much they like Williams and Demps,
for that matter.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager
of www.SportsNola.com. and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on
Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is
the general manager and chairman of the board of the
Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry and
hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.
com Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well
as The Three Tailgaters Show Saturday morning from
10:05 a.m.-noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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High ankle sprain: An uncommon orthopedic injury
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Ankle sprains are
among the most common injuries treated by
orthopedic surgeons.
High ankle sprains
represent approximately one percent of ankle sprains.
High ankle sprains involve injury to the ankle syndesmosis which is a group of ligaments that stabilize the
tibia and fibula just above the ankle joint. Recognition
of a high ankle sprain or syndesmosis injury is important because treatment may differ from that of a typical ankle sprain. Syndesmosis injury may occur with or
without an associated fracture.
Diagnosis of a high ankle sprain is made with
a careful history, physical examination and imaging

studies. Patients may report a high energy mechanism
of injury such as a sports-related event. Patients typically report a twisting injury to the ankle involving an
external rotation force. Pain with weight-bearing may
be noted. Physical examination usually shows diffuse
swelling. Tenderness to palpation is present over the
front of the ankle at the anterior syndesmosis. Plain
radiographs (X-rays) are normal in many cases of high
ankle sprain. In more severe high ankle sprains and in
injuries associated with fractures, radiographs will often show separation or diastasis of the tibia and fibula
above the ankle. On occasion additional diagnostic
studies such as stress radiographs or MRI scans are
helpful in the diagnosis of a high ankle sprain.
Treatment of high ankle sprains depends on

Insurance
Classic car buying tips
By Marie M. Clesi
Buying a classic
car might be one of
the biggest, most exciting purchases you’ll
ever make, so it pays to
do to your homework. Antique and vintage cars can be
costly to purchase, restore, and maintain.
Whether you’re looking for a project car to work
on yourself or a fully restored show car, you’ll want to
make a smart, informed decision.
Deciding what to buy
There are numerous options when buying a classic car, but before getting out the checkbook, it’s good
to think about what’s right for you.
Be careful about the investment. Making money
on classic cars can be very difficult. Buying something
simply because you think it’s a good investment can
be risky as the collectible car market is very volatile.
Experienced dealers will tell you that a collectible car
is only worth as much as someone will pay for it; the
“book value” isn’t a guarantee. If this car will be for fun,
focus in on cars that you would be proud to own and
drive for years to come.
Decide how it will be used
Think carefully about what you want to do with
the car. Will it be driven daily or just on weekends?
Would you like to show it? Will it sit in your garage under a tarp and rarely get used?
Establish an affordable budget
Carefully figure out what you want to spend and
stick to it. Keep in mind that restoration projects can
be very, very expensive. If you buy a fixer-upper, you
may quickly exceed your budget on parts and labor. A
bargain car may end up costing you more than a pricier,
but cleaner version.
Do your research
Be sure to check the average retail value to get
a baseline price. Read any information you can find
and check auto auctions and price guides to help determine what the fair market value is for your car. Be
extra cautious when buying a car on the Internet. eBay
has good tips on purchasing a classic car online.
Check mileage
As with most used cars, the fewer miles on the
speedometer, the more the car is probably worth. But
don’t be afraid to purchase a high-mileage car; just be
sure it is reflected in the price.

Inspecting the car
Careful inspection is very important when buying
a classic car. You may want to use an inspection service.
Or if you want to do it yourself, a pre-inspection checklist may be useful. Here are a few things to consider.
Clear title. Check if the car is registered to the
seller or not registered at all. Fees and penalties can really add up if you need to research and apply for a title.
VIN. Make sure the VIN (Vehicle Identification
Number) on the title matches the official VIN tag on
the car. If they do not match, it’s possible it may have
been in a serious accident or be a counterfeit or stolen.
Interior. Original is best. Check if the seats, upholstery, badges, radio, dashboard and emblems are
damaged or not factory original. Finding and replacing
these can really add up.
Exterior. Try to examine the car in natural daylight. Look for the condition of the paint, obvious dents
and panels that are misaligned or mismatched. Major
welding marks can be a sign of a clip job – attaching
the front or back half of a junked car to a vehicle after
it has sustained severe damage.
Rust damage. A little can be expected, but if complete sections of floorboards or body panels are rusted
or show signs of repair or replacement, you should be
very cautious. If a professional did not do the repairs
correctly, there’s a good chance the rust could return.
Test drive. If the car is running and safe and legal
to drive, take it out for a spin. It’s a good opportunity to
check for any serious problems. Listen for anything out
of the ordinary, such as noises, squeaks and clunks. If it
feels loose going around corners or over bumps, there
may be costly suspension problems.
Insurance. Whatever vehicle you decide is right
for you, you’ll want help protecting it. Learn more
about the types of coverage available.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters,
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

the severity of injury, specifically the presence of
separation or diastasis of the tibia and fibula, and the
presence of ankle instability. In injuries where there
is no separation of the tibia and fibula and no ankle
instability, nonsurgical treatment is appropriate. Rest,
ice, compression, and elevation are recommended.
A non-weight-bearing cast is used for two to three
weeks, followed by use of a fracture boot and progressive weight-bearing. The recovery time for high ankle
sprains is usually longer than that for severe lateral
ankle sprains, on average 55 days compared to 28 days.
If separation of the tibia and fibula is present on radiographs, then surgical stabilization with syndesmosis
screws is usually necessary. If initial radiographs are

negative but clinical suspicion for syndesmosis injury
exists, then stress radiographs may be helpful to illustrate separation of the tibia and fibula. To properly
diagnose and treat a high ankle sprain, an evaluation
by an orthopedic surgeon is advised.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 14 years of experience.
The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee
injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie.
For additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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Call 467-0800
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Morning stretches for low back pain
By Craig Goodwin
We have just awakened from a good behind your thigh and straighten your knee until a stretch is felt. Then
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Ornight’s sleep and as we step out of bed, our repeat with the other leg.
thopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in
back tightens up. We begin to walk bent
Pelvic tilts are abdominal strengthening exercises that are
Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank.
over for a few steps, hoping our pain will performed with the knees bent and pressing your back into the bed, Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department of Allied
subside and we can begin our daily routines. tightening the abdominal muscles. Hold that position for three to
Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
It is good to know that stretching in bed before getting out can help with five seconds.
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at
that morning stiffness.
Morning stretching is a good way to maintain low back health and
kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
While sleeping, our muscles relax which can put undue stress on get us ready for our daily routines. Hopefully, morning stretching will get
our ligaments, discs and joints in the spinal region. Instead of hitting that you moving faster and with less pain in the morning.
snooze button trying to get an additional 10 to 15 minutes of sleep, turn
your alarm off and start a good routine of morning stretches that will help
you start your day.
Here are a couple of stretches that are easy to perform. Knees-tochest is a simple exercise that can be performed by lying on your back with
your knees bent, grabbing just below both knees and bringing them toward
your chest. Performing 10 of these will allow for a good stretch to the low
back. Remember to always hold each stretch for three to five seconds.
Single knee-to-chest is another exercise that can be done by bringing
a single knee to your chest and alternating knees every repetition until you
By Michelle Blouin-Williams – Jefferson Parish Public School System Deputy Superintendent
have completed 10 on each side.
fosters an understanding of and an appreciation for Louisiana’s culRotation stretching for the low back is also a good way to stretch your
With this new year, comes a new
low back and abdominal muscles. While lying down with your knees bent to
Jefferson Parish School Board. A swear- tures and those of other areas and countries.
90 degrees, rotate both legs to the surface of the bed until a stretch is felt.
The International Baccalaureate Organization or IBO programs
ing-in ceremony of the nine board memHold the stretch and then repeat to the opposite side.
develop the whole student, helping students to grow intellectually, sobers was held January 5, 2015. During
Hamstring stretching is another exercise that should be performed
the new board’s first official action, Ce- cially, aesthetically and culturally. They provide a broad and balanced
before hitting the ground in the morning. Lying on your back, grasp your leg dric Floyd, whose district includes parts of Kenner, was elected board
education that includes science, humanities, languages, mathematics,
technology and the arts. They instill a sense of responsibility towards
president. We welcome all board members and wish them well as they
others and towards the environment. The district’s Montessori method
set policies that support the academic success of each and every child
for education involves children learning through creative activity and
in the district.
exploration.
In Jefferson Parish, public school students can attend their
The application period for next school year’s magnet programs
neighborhood schools or magnet schools that focus on such areas as
is February 2, 2015 through April 24, 2015. Copies of the application
the performing arts or science and foreign languages. The academic
programs areas include arts integration, French, Spanish language im- are made available online on the district website at www.jpschools.
org and on each magnet school’s website. In addition, hard copies
mersion, International Baccalaureate and Montessori.
The comprehensive arts integration program is designed for stu- are available at the JPPSS Administration Building and at each magnet school. I encourage our Kenner families to learn more about the
dents who have a strong interest in dance, drama, music and art as
district’s magnet programs to determine if they are a good fit for your
well as for students who want a challenging academic experience. The
child’s academic success.
curriculum is designed to incorporate the arts into the core classes
to help deepen and broaden student understanding while adhering to
Michelle Blouin-Williams is currently the deputy superinthe state mandated learning objectives and parish policies.
tendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System. Previously,
The French and Spanish immersion programs develop student
she was the district’s chief academic officer and chief of human
proficiency in a second language while providing a foundation in
fundamentals of language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, capital. Blouin-Williams began her career with Jefferson Parish
Public School System in 1989 as a mathematics teacher.
health, physical education and cultural arts programs. The program

Schools

Highlighting Jefferson Parish’s magnet programs

Information sessions on JPPSS pre-kindergarten
registrations announced
The Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS) will hold
two parent information sessions on the pre-kindergarten registration process for the 2015-2016 school year.
The meetings will be held on Monday, February 9, 2015 in the
boardroom of Bonnabel Magnet Academy High School, 2801 Bruin
Drive in Kenner, and Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at the JPPSS Administration Building, 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey. Both
meetings will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

General information on the pre-kindergarten program can be
found on the district website at http://jpschools.org/department/
pre-kindergarten/. Details on the times and locations for the 20152016 pre-kindergarten registration process will be posted on the
website at a later time.

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website
www.kenner.la.us
and on Kenner’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Automotive
Tips to help your car get to 200,000 miles
By Scott Zimmerman
Today, it is much easier to keep
a vehicle running smoothly for thousands of miles. A car with less than
50,000 miles on it now still has 75 percent of its driving life ahead of it which
is good news if you’re like most Americans who are holding onto
their cars longer than ever.
Not too long ago hitting the 100,000-mile mark on the odometer
was a major milestone but today’s vehicles are built to last longer. You
can expect your vehicle’s odometer to roll right past 200,000 and keep
going, as long as proper maintenance and attention are maintained.
There are several ways to make that happen.
Try to avoid short trips
Driving short distances are detrimental to your vehicle, because
the engine never has a chance to reach its optimal operating temperature. Water is a byproduct of combustion so when the engine is nice and
hot and operating at its most efficient temperature, the water turns
to vapor and is ventilated out of the engine. However, on short trips
the engine never gets up to that optimal temperature, and as a result,
that water can remain in the engine, collect in the oil, and settle in the
exhaust system where it causes excessive wear and tear. And, frequent
short trips also mean an increased number of cold starts for the engine, which also translates to increased wear, because the engine’s oil
isn’t flowing as freely or in every place that it should until the engine
is warmed up.
Do business with an automotive shop you trust and like
When you choose an automotive shop, you want to pick someone
you get along with on a personal basis and who has your best interests
at heart. You need a good technician who is going to partner with you to
help your vehicle reach 200,000 miles, not someone interested only in
selling you expensive repairs. Choose an experienced shop that you can
trust and have a personal relationship with. Also, make sure they are
accustomed to working on the type of vehicle you own.
Pay attention to your owner’s manual
Your owner’s manual contains vital information about the various vehicle components that need to be monitored and replaced,
when that needs to happen and how owners can perform the
checks. Following the owner’s manual also helps prolong your vehicle’s life because it specifies what types of fluids work best in the
vehicle and provides vehicle operation instructions that prevent
damage and reduce wear.
Heed the recommended maintenance schedule
This is one category not to ignore. Nothing shortens a vehicle’s
life faster than a lack of maintenance. Trust your automotive shop’s
suggestions and follow the manufacturer’s maintenance schedule
for routine vehicle maintenance, based on either mileage or time
increments, or both.
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All maintenance items are important, but the most important, by
far, is an oil change, which lubricates vital engine parts and traps conRepairs • Drain Cleaning
taminants preventing them from harming your engine. Changing the
Hot Water Heaters
oil gets rid of all the trapped contaminants. Also, oil breaks down over
•
time, so it is important to replace the vehicle’s oil at regular intervals
based on the appropriate time or mileage. Coolant, brake, power steerResidential Repairs
ing and transmission fluids, filters, belts, brakes and windshield wipers
Servicing Metairie & Kenner
also need to be maintained properly to extend your vehicle’s life.
Follow your owner’s manual, and your mechanic’s advice, to develop and maintain a regular maintenance schedule.
Sammy Sabella
Owner/Operated
Be aware of your vehicle.
Licensed
Master
Plumber
Over 25 Years
Become aware of how your vehicle looks, sounds, smells and
feels. Try to pay attention to anything new or different such as vibrations, rattles, squeaks, unusual smells, fluid leaks under the hood or
1/25/13 7:33 PM
underneath the vehicle. Regularly check the dashboard gauges and0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1
Attorney
at
Law
indicator lights for signs of trouble. By paying attention to how your
vehicle operates normally, you’ll notice when a mechanical problem
35 years
is causing something out of the ordinary to happen, enabling your
experience
mechanic to correct a little problem before it becomes a major or
costly problem.
Don’t ignore manufacturer recalls
Don’t ignore vehicle manufacturer recall notifications even if you
think they are minor. Manufacturers only issue recall notices if they
are a serious, important issue that affects vehicle performance and/or
driver and passenger safety. It is something you need to take care of and
could prolong the life of your vehicle.
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Keep it clean
Most people care about how their vehicle looks. Keeping dirt,
Successions, Business Transactions
bugs, sap, chemicals and salt off of your vehicle’s exterior and coating
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
it with wax on a regular basis can help protect the finish and prevent
the vehicle body and components from rusting, corroding, and decay3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie
ing. Keeping the inside of your vehicle free from dirt and other foreign
836-0811
materials will increase fabric, vinyl and leather wear.
Reaching 200,000 miles on the vehicles of today is possible. That’s
Watts_0215.indd 1
1/24/15 8:43 PM
a long way – add another 38,000 beyond that and you’ll have equaled
the earth’s average distance from the moon. Not every vehicle will
make it to that impressive milestone, but by being a responsible vehicle
owner, you can increase the likelihood that yours will.

885-0399
818-0007

Steven A. Watts

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive,
Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireandauto.com.

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®
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Business

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Kenner Business Association to host free 2015 Business Expo;
exhibit space and sponsorships available now
The Kenner Business Association, in a joint partnership with Chateau Golf and Country Club, will host a business expo featuring 50 area
businesses, organizations and clubs on Thursday, March 19, 2015 from
3:00 p.m. until 6 p.m. The event will be held at the Chateau Golf and
Country Club and admission is free.
The 2015 Business Expo still has a few openings for businesses to
reserve an exhibit space. Those interested in exhibiting can visit www.
kennerbusinessassociation.com for a registration form. The cost of a
display is $35 and must be submitted no later than March 10, 2015, on

a first-come/first-served basis. The KBA will also showcase event sponsors. Sponsorships can be attained for $100 by contacting Matthew
Person 780-8299 or Mary-Sharon Howland 441-6106.
The Kenner Business Association is dedicated to promoting the
economic growth of Kenner and the development of community services that improve each citizen’s quality of life. Chateau Golf and Country
Club is located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Applying for citizenship
By Rafael E. Saddy
Many immigrants
did not have to undergo a perilous journey
to reach American
soil when they first
came here. They were able to make the trip with
a card that identified them as a U.S. resident. As
a legal permanent resident of this country, after
satisfying certain requirements, citizenship can
be applied for. Yet, many people continue to renew
their green card for various reasons such as lack of
knowledge or lack of money.
There have been changes to the N-400 form,
the form used to apply for citizenship, making it
easier to apply and many people have taken advantage of that. After submitting their application
for U.S. citizenship, usually in less than 12 months,
they can be sitting in front of an immigration official for an interview. After passing the citizenship
test there is a swearing-in ceremony.
Becoming a citizen is a lot easier than most
people think and once becoming a U.S. citizen
many feel like a weight has been lifted off their

shoulders and are happy for accomplishing this really important goal. Most people find out the actual
process was much easier than they had thought it
would be.
There are workshops and organizations in
the area that offer help in filling out the paperwork involved in becoming a U.S. citizen. Many of
these organizations are part of the New Americans
Campaign, a national initiative to make citizenship
more accessible for immigrants. They also assist
applicants in applying for a fee waiver that is given
to low income people. The government I-912 fee
waiver form has for years provided financial aid
to those who are unable to cover the cost of the
processing fees. A lot of applicants are eligible but
don’t take advantage of the fee waiver because they
are unaware that it exists or they mistakenly think
they are ineligible. If a person is of low income and
the requirements are met they will be able to get a
fee waiver and won’t have to pay for the application.
A person receiving government aid such as WIC or
food stamps will usually qualify for the fee waiver.
According to statistics, there are millions of

legal permanent residents who are eligible to apply
for U.S. citizenship, but haven’t applied. The majority of them are Mexican, according to a February
2014 study by the Pew Research Center. According to the study, Mexicans are the largest minority in the United States, for both undocumented
immigrants and legal residents. However, only 36
percent of eligible Mexican immigrants have become U.S. citizens. Mexican naturalization rates
are lower than those of other Latino immigrants at
36 percent as compared to 61 percent, according to
figures from 2011.The people who have and don’t
take the opportunity to become U.S. citizens do not
have the right to vote and to receive other benefits
only available to citizens. After becoming a citizen
there is no need to renew a green card and the
many benefits that this country offers can be enjoyed. One of the first things to do after a swearingin ceremony is to register to vote in order to have a
voice in government.
Community announcements
February 22 – Srta. Unidad Hispanoamericana 2015 cocktail presentation of contestants at
Kenner Pavilion. For information call 466-1483.
February 28 – Gala Music and Club Do-

minicanos invites you to its Republica Dominicana
Independence concert with Frank Reyes. For information on sponsorship and/or participation call
220-8608.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access to
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
KTV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “There can be
no daily democracy, without daily citizenship.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the board of directors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Happy

Community
Free Senior Exposition set for March at Alario Center
The Jefferson Parish 2015 Senior Exposition for
senior citizens will be held Thursday, March 12, 2015,
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Alario Event Center
located at 2000 Segnette Boulevard in Westwego. The
theme is “Spring is in the Air. Admission is free and
open to the public. Lunch will be served.
The purpose of the exposition is to provide information about community services and vital health
information to help seniors increase longevity and
improve quality of life. Seniors can talk directly to the
experts about health promotion opportunities, disease

and injury prevention, and health issues or concerns.
The Senior Expo, hosted by the Jefferson Council on Aging will feature exhibitors introducing new
products and will be offering a variety of free health
screenings. “If you want to be more active, informed,
connected, happy and educated on health topics for
yourself, then come to the Senior Expo,” said LeslieAnn K. Cioti, representative from the Jefferson
Council on Aging.
For more information or to become a sponsor,
contact the Jefferson Council on Aging at 207-4141.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert Closing Assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

Century Title_0914.indd 1

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
8/22/14 9:02 PM

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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Team members are what make a difference at Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
Around the end
of this month, Treasure Chest will be
honoring more than
100 of our finest at
our annual “Team Member of the Year” banquet – a
great event held each year that recognizes a special
group of team members who have made a difference
with their work efforts and their longevity with the
company. The property is proud of the dedication all
of our team members deliver to the visitors of Treasure Chest on a daily basis. In addition to our service
leaders we will be honoring over 50 team members
who started with Treasure Chest Casino/Boyd Gaming more than 20 years ago, an achievement that is
special no matter where you work. We are proud of

the accomplishments and contributions of these
team members who make the Treasure Chest such
a special place to work and visit. We invite everyone
to come visit us soon to experience all our staff’s efforts firsthand as they look forward to working for
you. While visiting, enjoy some of these great events
offering you additional chances to win.
All B Connected members who earn 200 points
on Friday, February 6, 2015, can swipe their player’s
card at any kiosk between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. to
receive a limited edition Treasure Chest Mardi Gras
T-shirt plus a chance the T-shirt is loaded with $20
up to $1000 slot dollars.
Legend considers Friday the 13th as an unlucky day, but at Treasure Chest Casino it is one of
the luckiest days of the year! Join us on Friday 13th

this February from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. where
we are giving away $1,300 slot dollars every 20 minutes. Final winner at 11:00 p.m. will win $1,300 slot
dollars plus all unclaimed prizes from the earlier
night’s drawings.
This Lundi Gras, stop by and swipe your players card at any kiosk after earning 250 points to instantly win up to $1,000 slot dollars. Match three of
the same Mardi Gras parades and win! Every swipe
is a guaranteed winner.
This month, drive home in a brand new 2015
Buick Lacrosse or Buick Encore! 30 qualifiers will
be selected on February 28, 2015, from 7:00 p.m.
until 11:00 p.m. to win $200 slot dollars plus a qualifying spot for a chance of winning the grand prize,
your choice of a 2015 Buick Lacrosse, 2015 Buick

Encore, $30,000 slot dollars or $25,000 cash.
It is time to take a break and have some fun.
Be sure to visit us at the Treasure Chest. We will be
dealing up some laughs and cheering on your next
big win. It’s always more fun with friends at the
Treasure Chest Casino. Our team members at Treasure Chest look forward to seeing you once again.
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B
Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain
in Laketown. For more information visit www.
treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Treasure Chest Casino brings fun and entertainment
during February
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number
is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject to change.
Sun., February 1
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., February 12
7:00p.m.-11p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sat., February 21
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Limited Edition

Wed., February 4
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., February 13
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
90 Degrees West

Sun., February 22
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., February 5
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sat., February 14
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Midnight Special

Wed., February 25
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., February 6
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Lifesavers

Sun., February 15
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., February 26
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Private Party

Sat., February 7
9:00 pm-1:00 am
Orleans

Wed., February 18
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., February 27
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Witness

Sun., February 8
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., February 19
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Private Party

Sat., February 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
John Pierre and Expressions

Wed., February 11
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., February 20
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
River City Hit Squad

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

February 5 and 19, 2015
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Nobody
does it
better
than us!
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
the Super Bowl
and all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
Stepbrothers_0215.indd 1

1/24/15 8:52 PM

Have a
street
light out
in your neighborhood?
Click on Entergy’s new online portal
to submit streetlight problems.
This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
EAA_0215.indd 1

1/24/15 8:51 PM

https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA
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Detours on Veterans Boulevard in Kenner due to new bridge
In early January 2015, a detour was created
as crews continue to work on a $1.3 million project
that includes the resurfacing of a stretch of Veterans
Memorial Boulevard from Belleview Boulevard to
Sharon Street and the construction of a new bridge
over Canal 17. The work is expected to be finished in
about four to five months.

JB James Construction, LLC is the contractor
on the project, which is actually the third and final
phase of roadway related improvements along Veterans Memorial Boulevard between Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport and Belleview
Boulevard. The job qualifies for 80 percent federal
funding as part of the Federal Aid Urban Systems

Program. Kenner will provide the 20 percent match.
Another bridge project - at 23rd Street and Canal No. 17 – also is underway. The existing bridge
has been closed to traffic for years and the construction is not expected to impact motorists, said Kenner Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez.
Cecil O. Gassiott, LLC won the contract with

a bid of nearly $950,000. There is no local match involved in this project because 80 percent of the cost
comes from the federal government through the
Federal Off System Bridge Rehabilitation Program.
The state is paying the 20 percent match and the
program is being managed by the Jefferson Parish
Engineering Department.

Pedestrian path on bridge over Duncan Canal closed for three months
The south side of the pedestrian path that is
part of the bridge over the Duncan Canal at 32nd
Street, located just in front of The Esplanade
mall, will be blocked off for approximately three
months as a Goodyear tire store is relocated to

Vehicles
from page 1

Manager Ronnie Vitellaro. The donations have
been valued at nearly $55,000.
Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Ben
Zahn made the donation of the surplus vehicles
possible, Yenni said. Zahn is a former District 3
councilman in Kenner.

that area.
Contractors preparing the site for the new
Goodyear facility decided it would be safer to
block the south side pedestrian path, said Kenner
Assistant Public Works Director Bill Duplaisir.

There is currently no sidewalk in that area,
and Goodyear officials will be adding a sidewalk
as part the store relocation work, Duplaisir said.
“The area will be safer once the sidewalk
is installed, and we and our Code Enforcement

Department agreed with the contractors that it
would be a good idea to block that pedestrian
path,” Duplaisir said.

“I want to thank Ben specifically, Marc Spears
and the entire council for making this donation
possible,” Yenni said. “These vehicles should help
to increase safety and reduce our costs for repairs
and maintenance,” Yenni said.
Because Jefferson Parish is much larger
than Kenner, the parish has the budget to be able
to replace its vehicles on a more regular basis,

Yenni said. “While Jefferson classifies these as
surplus vehicles, they will actually be upgrades in
some cases in Kenner,” Yenni said.
The vehicles are all in working order and
Kenner striping has been applied, Vitellaro said,
though some additional minor work may be necessary. Four of the vehicles have been assigned to
the public works department, two to community
development, two to recreation and one to code
enforcement.
Yenni said he remembered a conversation
including Zahn and former Kenner City Attorney Keith Conley, who is now a Kenner-at-large
councilman, in which Conley mentioned that he
had read about Jefferson Parish giving surplus
vehicles to other local governments.
“He wondered why Kenner couldn’t get some

of the donated vehicles and now Ben has done
exactly that,” Yenni said. “In a way, we have both
of them to thank.”
Zahn said he’s happy to help Kenner, which
makes up a bulk of his district.
“I assure you that Kenner will no longer be
left out of benefits that other municipalities have
been afforded,” he said. “With the help of Keith
Conley and the mayor, I look forward to continuing the unprecedented intergovernmental cooperation.”

Front, Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Ben Zahn and Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
Rear, Kenner Fleet Manager Ronnie Vitellaro and Kenner Councilman-at-large Keith Conley

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

Delivered
electronically
each month.

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM

Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - computer,
iPad, Kindle or cellphone!
Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

KENNER STR  FEBRUARY 2015

Community

19

Leann Rimes, Beach Boys and Becky G to headline Family Gras 2015
“We continue to be impressed by the fan support for Family Gras,” said Peters. The festival has
grown into a must-see for thousands of visitors. We
have another strong line-up in store for those who
love concerts and carnival. Since there is no carnival parade scheduled for February 8, Family Gras
will take center stage with a complete country music lineup on Sunday.”
Family Gras is staged on the median at Veterans
Boulevard just east of Severn Avenue. The three-day
event promotes carnival, costuming and concerts
featuring national and local artists. The event is free
and open to the public. Concert goers can gain access
to a “Backstage Experience” for the weekend by purchasing a $99 “Royal Pass” through Ticketmaster. The
Royal Pass includes VIP backstage catering, premium
stage-level and front-of-stage viewing, artist “meet and
greets” as available and private restroom accommodations. Additional information can be obtained at www.
familygras.com.

Laketown

the Regional Planning Commission, as well as others.
The proposal closing date is May 8, 2015.
While the RFP does not include a specific model
of what Kenner and the judges are looking for, it does
suggest that the developers consider other high-end
successful projects such as boardwalk developments

from page 1

come up with a design that will win the support of the
judges. To judge the proposals, the city of Kenner has
lined up representatives from JEDCO, GNO Inc. and

Cameras
from page 1

in a jury conviction of second degree murder, attempted second degree murder and attempted armed robbery with an ultimate sentence of life in prison for the
second degree murder conviction, 25 years concurrent
for the attempted second degree murder conviction
and 15 years concurrent for the attempted armed robbery conviction.
Chief Glaser says other sightings by the cameras have led to dozens of arrests and the recovery
of stolen vehicles. More recently, sightings by the
cameras led to two arrests in a stolen vehicle case
whereby one perpetrator was charged with crimes
of illegal possession of stolen things, flight from an
officer with a motor vehicle, no driver’s license and
hit and run driving. A juvenile also involved was
charged with possession of stolen things, battery
upon an officer and resisting arrest.
In another recent case, a man and a woman

were arrested after committing an armed robbery
at a Kenner Chinese Restaurant. A witness from the
restaurant provided the license plate number of the
suspect vehicle which was entered into the license
plate recognition computer. Because of that, KPD
officers arrested the pair shortly thereafter, and
they were charged with the crime of armed robbery.
“We really like the license plate recognition
cameras,” says Chief Glaser. “They never get tired.
They’re always on duty and are a one-time cost.”
In some jurisdictions, questions have been
raised as to whether the license plate recognition
cameras raise the issue of invasion of privacy. But
the Kenner City Attorney’s office and several federal
and state judges have held that a vehicle license
plate is a public document, not a private document
like a personal letter sealed in an envelope.
“It would really be a setback for law enforcement if the courts held that we couldn’t use the lice
ense plate recognition cameras,” said Chief Glaser.
“They have great value for us.”

NOTICE TO ALL RESIDENTS OF
CITY OF KENNER
NO GARBAGE COLLECTION
ON TUESDAY MARDI GRAS DAY
If you are scheduled to have garbage pick up on Tuesday, February
Your garbage will be picked up on Wednesday, February, 18th
Along with the regularly scheduled Wednesday garbage pick up
PLEASE NOTE: Garbage Should Not Be Placed Curbside
Prior to 4 p.m. on February, 18th
Ramelli ask residents to call 482-2040 to
accommodate request for efficient Removal of large
bulky waste and to report missed pick up.
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT RAMELLI @ 482-2040
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in Sea Pines, Georgia and Bay Town Wharf in Destin, front development, the Treasure Chest Casino.
Florida. Similar boardwalk-type complexes around
Mayor Yenni says a successful Laketown comthe country include high-end residential develop- mercial development can make Kenner a tourist
ments, condos, restaurants, hotels, retail shops, clubs, destination as well as a great residential community.
boating facilities, amphitheaters and kiosks.
“I really believe that the sky is the limit insofar as LaThe RFP states the wide-ranging development
ketown is concerned,” said the mayor. “If we handle
must optimize the available lakeshore and economic
the development of Laketown’s waterfront correctly,
development opportunities, be compatible with exist- it will be Kenner’s Superdome – a catalyst for further
ing Laketown facilities and include growth potential. growth and investment.”
The RFP also reminds developers that the plan they
To view a copy of the Laketown RFP, visit the
propose must blend in with Kenner’s anchor lake- city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.

24-hour electricAl service
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FREE ESTIMATES
LA License #28613

On January 20, 2015, Jefferson Convention
and Visitors Bureau President and chief executive officer Violet Peters announced a star-studded
lineup for Family Gras 2015. Family Gras returns
to Metairie for its eighth year on February 6, 7, and
8, 2015, just across from Lakeside Mall in Metairie.
On Friday, February 5, the performers will be
NOLA Supergroup and Allen Toussaint. So Long,
Storyland, Lou Gramm (the voice of Foreigner),
Cowboy Mouth, Becky G and the Beach Boys will
be on stage on Saturday, February 6. Leann Rimes
will headline Sunday night, February 8 preceded
by Remedy, Creole String Beans, Amanda Shaw
and Easton Corbin.
Last year’s Family Gras was a huge success
with crowds growing to more than 75,000 over the
three-day festival. An independent study by the
University of New Orleans indicated that Family
Gras in Metairie has achieved an economic impact
of more than $6 million for the area.

REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
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