Vol. 23, No. 10

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

Kenner’s “Paint Party” among other city events, will help
raise funds as “Kenner goes Pink” during October
By Allan Katz
Ever been to a “paint party?”
If your answer is no, you should plan on
attending a truly big poolside “Paint Party” on
Wednesday, October 15, 2014, at Chateau Golf
and Country Club. Not only will it be a great introduction to the concept of “paint parties,” but your
attendance will also benefit a wonderful cause –
breast cancer.
On the other hand, if your answer is yes, you
already know how much fun paint parties are and

you should definitely put Wednesday, October 15
poolside at Chateau on your calendar.
For those who don’t know, each paint party”
participant upon arrival is handed a canvas and
an easel. On the canvas is drawn in pencil some
subject – a scene on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain, a portrait of a lady and her dog or perhaps
a geometric shape – and after that it’s up to the
painter to be creative to follow the sketch or come
up with something from their own imagination.
Be creative is the rule. It’s permissible to get your
friends to help. The admission fee is $25 per per-
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More “Kenner Goes Pink” info

son which includes the canvas and art supplies and
appetizers during the event. At the end of the
evening, each painter can choose to take their
work of art home or put it in the trash can to be
recycled. Michele Lawler, one of the organizers
of the event, says, “It’s all in fun but it’s amazing
when some of the ‘artists’ produce something
that really is beautiful.”
The event is held in conjunction with
the Kenner Recreation Department and
the proceeds of the paint party will go the
American Cancer Society Breast Cancer Re-

see pages 2, 5 & 6

search Fund. The fun starts at 6:30 p.m. Wine
will be available for an additional $2 do
nation per person. It’s all part of the city of Kenner’s
commitment to “Breast Cancer Awareness”
month during the month of October. “We are
going to paint Kenner pink,” says Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni. Like almost every other American, the mayor knows family members, friends,
colleagues at work, people he went to school with
and friends of friends who have battled breast
cancer – a terrible disease that strikes one in
page 23

Kenner launches mobile app for Apple
and Android Phones and devices

National fifth grade annual AAU championship
tournament to return to Kenner in 2016

Kenner has become the first local
government in Jefferson Parish to create its own application that makes it
possible for owners of Apple or Android
devices to access a wide variety of city
services and information, Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni announced on September 24, 2014.
The city of Kenner app launched in
late September 2014 and can be downloaded for free, said Kenner Information
Technology and Telecommunications
Director Valerie Waguespack. “Users can
do everything from paying taxes or tickets online to getting directions to city
hall or finding the phone number of any Kenner
department.”
One crucial function is the ability to receive

The Kenner City Council approved a contract on September 18, 2014, allowing the city
to host the 2016 AAU Girls fifth grade division
national basketball championship tournament.
The event will bring in 60 to 75 teams of 10
to 12 players from throughout the country, Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli said. Kenner was chosen to host the 2016
event after submitting a bid in September of
2012 through the combined efforts of Marroccoli and KPRD, Pontchartrain Center officials and
the Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau.
“This is a significant event for the city,” Marroccoli said. “When you add in parents, grandparents and others traveling with team members, you’re talking in the neighborhood of 1,500
to 2,000 people coming to Kenner. That’s people
who will be eating in our restaurants and spend-

alerts in real time. “These could be notices about
a traffic issue or the latest warning about an
page 23

After nearly two Decades,
Jumonville property in Driftwood
Subdivision finally demolished

ing nights in our hotels.”
The fifth grade AAU championship returns
to Kenner after a three-year hiatus and will be
held either the week before or the week after
the July 4th holiday. The city’s former convention group, the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, had regularly put in bids for the national championship in past years.
However, after a series of spending irregularities was uncovered in 2011, Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni terminated the contract with
the KCVB in August of 2011 and signed an
agreement with the Jefferson Convention and
Visitors Bureau.
“I am very proud to say tonight that we will
be bringing this very prestigious tournament
page 23

Michael J. Power appointed by Deutsches Haus Oktoberfest
Yenni as interim city attorney returns to Kenner

For three consecutive weekends in October, Kenner’s Rivertown
will come alive with German food, music and beer as the Deutsches
Haus hosts its annual Oktoberfest, a longstanding tradition from the
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On September 20, 2014, a legal battle against blight that
lasted nearly 20 years ended in the Driftwood subdivision when
an unfinished two-story house at 50 Granada Drive, better known
as the “Jumonville property” was demolished, said Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni.
The property was purchased by the Jumonville family in
1987 and Kenner’s first legal action occurred in 1995. There have
been legal battles in state and federal court over the years between the city and the property owners which led to legal delay after legal delay and hundreds of complaints by neighbors
throughout the years. Over 55 different code enforcement violations on the property have been filed over the years.
“I am proud to be able to say that the promises made by myself and District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud have been fulfilled

On September 4, 2014,
the Kenner City Council approved Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s appointment
of Michael J. Power as the interim city attorney. “I believe
the experience of Mr. Power
will seamlessly transition the
leadership necessary to make
legal decisions for Kenner,” Michael. J. Power
said Mayor Yenni.
The position is open because of the sudden death of
Louis Gruntz on September 5, 2014. Gruntz, who worked
for decades in the Jefferson Parish Attorney’s office, took
over in Kenner in February when Keith Conley resigned
as city attorney to pursue opportunities in private practice.
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FoR BReasT CanCeR aWaReness monTH
Wed., Oct. 1
Kickoff event for Kenner employees
Veterans Park
Balloon Release – 11:00 a.m.
Pink ribbons can be purchased to honor
friends and loved ones who are breast
cancer survivors or as a loving memorial to
those who lost their battle.

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

The ribbons will will be proudly displayed
on the fence in the 400 block of Williams
Boulevard in Rivertown

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION

For more information
go to www.kenner.la.us.

400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

Live band entertainment by Groovy 7
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Heritage Park
Food, drinks & local vendors

Saturday, Oct. 4
Movies in the Park
“The Pink Panther”
8:00 p.m.
Heritage Park
Food & drinks

Wednesday, October 15
Paint Party to benefit the fight
against breast cancer
Chateau Golf &Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard
$25 per person

For more details, contact
Kenner Leisure Services Manager
Kerri Diaz at 468-7268

oCToBeR is BReasT CanCeR aWaReness monTH

visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_0514.indd 1

Oktoberfest in Rivertown
Pink ribbons on sale
Friday, Oct. 10 & Saturday, Oct. 11
Friday, Oct. 17 & Saturday, Oct. 18
Friday, Oct. 24 & Saturday, Oct. 25

Friday, Oct. 3
Music in the Park

4/21/14 12:29 AM

BreastCancerAwareness_1014.indd 1

9/26/14 5:58 PM

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Rusty Rocket has one final mission to command: an introductory tour of the solar
system for a new class of rocket rookies. Along the way, Rusty highlights the wide
variety of environments in the solar system, the great distances between the
planets, and the spacecraft that explore them.

Dream to Fly – N ew S How !
Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn
how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Fright Light

Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! Back by popular
demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill audiences of all ages with a
medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections include Thriller,
Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GEnEral Public - SaTurdayS Only H box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show H children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

KennerFP_1014.indd 1

MegadomeAd_1014.indd 1

9/26/14 6:02 PM

9/26/14 5:59 PM
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At Ochsner Kenner, we care for women through all stages
of their lives – from pregnancy to annual check-ups and
menopause, we can handle it all. When it's time to have a baby,
our Family Birthing Center includes private birthing rooms, a Level
II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and free prenatal classes.
Our specialists are skilled in the latest medical approaches and are
committed to providing you with expert care. We have
expanded our team by adding Dr. John McCrossen, who will
now see patients in Kenner and LaPlace.

Ochsner Women's Health Center – Kenner
200 West Esplanade, Suite 501
Kenner, LA 70065
New Location
Ochsner Health Center – LaPlace
502 Rue de Sante, Suite 206
LaPlace, LA 70068

To schedule an appointment, please call 504.464.8506 or visit ochsner.org/kenner.
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2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

287-4492

Low Gas Prices
only

Deli

Serving breakfast
& po-boys

Special
12-inch
New Orleans
style po-boy

$

5
Limited time only

Cigarettes

Beer

Miller Lite
Bud

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

The Ice House
2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
IceHouse_1014_REDUX.indd

theicehousekenner.com
469-3503

1

IceHouse_1014.indd 1

9/20/14

8:50 PM

9/26/14 6:04 PM

Two Great Locations In Kenner

SAINTS LSU TULANE

Football Party
Catering
Call ahead to order - 465-9444

Buffalo wings, chicken tenders, jambalaya,
mini po-boys, mini muffalettas,wraps, etoufee,
pasta, salads, boiled shrimp, meatballs, dips, pastries
Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Everyday
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm
6:45 am - 10 pm
www.chateaucafe.com

ChateauCafe_0913.indd 1

8/24/13 10:38 AM
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from The Editor

Kenner rallies to show breast cancer survivors that many thousands are with them
By Allan Katz

Sandra has been
a resident of Kenner
for 35 years. Four years
ago, she was pleased
that her life was going
exceptionally well. Sandra was feeling pretty confident about the future when
she got the bad news.
“Breast cancer absolutely was not on my radar
in 2010,” she recalls. “There had never been a case of
breast cancer in my family. I did not consider myself a
candidate for breast cancer. Nevertheless, having been
around doctors and hospitals for much of my life, I took
all the usual precautions – annual mammograms, selfexaminations, I was in pretty good shape, I watch what
I eat, keep my weight down…how could I have breast
cancer?”
But, there it was, and the bad news came just a
couple of months after a mammogram showed that
she was free of breast cancer. “After the initial shock,”
says Sandra, “you have to deal with it. Because I was
conscious of the need to always check even if I didn’t
think breast cancer was likely, we caught it early, thank

goodness. The day after they told me the bad news, I
she says. “Just the fact that they cared about me was
was in the office of a very good oncologist at East Jef- very uplifting, especially at those moments when – like
ferson General Hospital. He helped me make a plan – any cancer patient – I felt overwhelmed and wondered
chemo, radiation and surgery, to be followed by a biopsy. if I could go on. All that support made me feel that I was
I think the key to the successful outcome of my case is
part of this big team that was pulling for my recovery.
that even though I was in shock, I was still doing all the
How could I let down the team when they were all enright things.
couraging me to keep fighting?”
She endured the chemo and the radiation. Then
Among those who jumped on her bandwagon is
came the operation. The doctors told her they had re- Nancy Hihar, owner of the Hair Styles Unlimited Salon
moved the tumor and felt there was a good chance they
and Spa located at 3635 Florida Avenue in Kenner who
had successfully removed all the cancerous materials. Sandra first met when shopping at her salon for a wig.
A biopsy confirmed their optimism. It wasn’t easy and “With Nancy’s vast experience with cancer patients, she
it was perhaps the hardest and worst adversity of San- handled everything discreetly and made me feel comdra’s life but she did all the right things and, today, she
fortable.”
is in her fourth year of remission.
Nancy has been in business for 37 years, helping
Along the way, Sandra made an unexpected and
women battling cancers to feel better and look better
heartening discovery – more people than she could ever
with wigs, scarves, special makeup and other beauty
have imagined cared about her and wanted to do any- aids. “Sandra became a wonderful client and an even
thing they could to help her deal with the cancer. “An
better friend,” says Hihar. “We laughed together, cried
entire community of people rallied to my side, including
together and helped her keep going on the days when
many who I barely knew,” she recalls with a smile. “Peo- it all seemed like too much.” Sandra attended Nancy’s
ple included me in their prayers and many patted me on
classes at East Jefferson General Hospital sponsored by
the back and asked if there was anything they could do,” the American Cancer Society and the American Hair

Loss Council. The theme of the classes is “Look Good
Feel Better.”
Today, Sandra and Nancy are delighted that the
city of Kenner is celebrating October as “Breast Cancer
Awareness” month by going “pink.” The city of Kenner is
taking the lead in urging employees to wear something
pink. So are Kenner businesses, including those that
will designate some of their proceeds to be donated to
one of the organizations that underwrites breast cancer
research, patient care, mammograms for the indigent
and support groups. “I hope the city of Kenner will do
this every October,” says Hihar. “Every woman – indeed
every person who is battling cancer – needs encouragement, praise for their efforts and the feeling that others care about them. A cancer patient needs optimism
and hope. The support the city of Kenner is generating
will make many cancer patients feel better about their
chances. And, we hope that all those wonderful people
will also make a contribution to one of the organizations
that is battling breast cancer. We need all the help we
can get to make breast cancer a thing of the past.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Senator Mary Landrieu does not represent Louisiana values
By Jeff Crouere
This election has
been the most difficult one ever for incumbent U.S. Senator
Mary Landrieu (D-LA). She is humorously known as
“landslide Landrieu” for winning close elections and
not making glaring campaign mistakes. Usually, she
has run brilliant campaigns, pulling out close victories
over Republican opponents. It has been particularly
impressive since Louisiana is a conservative state and
has been trending Republican for decades.
In this campaign, we have seen one mistake
after another that has taken her off message. First it
was discovered that she was charging taxpayers for a
rather disturbing number of campaign flights. Her embarrassing mistake was not something Louisiana voters should expect from a senator with so much experience. Mary Landrieu has been in political office since
1979 and has served in the U.S. Senate since 1997. It is
inexcusable for Landrieu not to know that taxpayers
should not be charged for campaign air travel.
There was also the issue of her residency. When
qualifying for re-election on August 20, Landrieu used
her parents’ house on South Prieur Street in New
Orleans as her official address. This home, in the
Broadmoor section of New Orleans, is where her parents have lived for decades. It is a house that is jointly
owned by Landrieu’s mother and a family corporation.
The reality is that Mary Landrieu lives in Washington D.C. in a $2.5 million mansion. She has gone
“beltway” in more ways than one. In a report with the
Federal Election Commission, Landrieu listed her
Capitol Hill home as her official address.
Not surprisingly, her GOP opponents made her
residency an issue. It was first exposed by GOP challenger Col. Rob Maness who filed an official complaint
with the Louisiana Secretary of State and additional
complaints with four district attorney offices across
Louisiana. While the four Democrat district attorneys,

in the midst of re-election campaigns, took no action against Landrieu, the issue was in the news for
days. The media also covered the lawsuit challenging
Landrieus residency filed by state Representative Paul
Hollis (R-Mandeville). Again, it was dismissed as expected, but it showed to voters that Mary Landrieu is
more connected to Washington D.C. than she is to her
hometown. It seems quite possible that the issue will
resonate with Louisiana voters in November.
As the residency and campaign flights issues
started to die down, the senator was thrust into the
news again for another controversy. This time it involved her misguided behavior before the LSU-Mississippi State football game. Sadly, the senator decided
to participate in a keg stand by pouring beer into the
mouth of a kid. Fortunately, the young man was not an
underage drinker, but many of those at the keg stand
may have been under the age of 21.
This party atmosphere might be fine for a young
adult having fun with his or her friends, but not for a
58 year old U.S. Senator. It is hard to imagine other
senators like Ted Cruz or Rand Paul acting in such an
undignified manner.
In response, Senator Landrieu claimed that her
critics “need to get a sense of humor, and they need to
get a life…it’s just the way we roll.”
Oh really, get a life Senator Landrieu, well how
many lives in the state have been lost to drunk drivers?
How many people in Louisiana are now suffering from
the dangers of alcoholism? In fact, there have been
members of the Landrieu family who have been arrested in alcohol-related incidents. Considering these
factors, it would seem that the senator should be especially sensitive to these issues, not tone deaf.
The entire episode is another example of very
poor judgment by a senator who displayed a tremendous lack of respect for her position. Senator Landrieu
is a member of the world’s most exclusive club. She
represents the state and is supposed to act with some

decorum, not like a sorority girl at a college party.
Mary Landrieu is incredibly desperate this year.
Polls show her running behind U.S. Congressman Bill
Cassidy. Landrieu is hoping that stunts like the keg
stand will turnaround her fortunes. Obviously, this
entire episode was an orchestrated campaign event to
appeal to young voters who might view the senator as
“cool.” Senator Landrieu is a calculating politician who
is driven by polls and certainly knows that she is in a
very close race and needs every vote, even from young
voters who normally have a low turnout.
Hopefully, voters both young and old will not
be attracted to support her because of a crazy political stunt and will be wise enough to realize that Mary
Landrieu does not represent the state, no matter how
hard she parties. On issues such as immigration, abortion, taxes, healthcare, judicial appointments and gun
control Mary Landrieu votes with President Obama
and against the interests of Louisiana citizens. She
votes with President Obama 97 percent of the time,
which should be a real concern to voters who give the
president a lousy 34 percent approval rating.
It is time that the voters of Louisiana gave Senator
Landrieu an opportunity to earn a living in the private
sector after 35 years as a politician. With her voting record and questionable behavior, the good people of the
Pelican State have plenty of compelling reasons to do
the right thing and send Mary Landrieu back to her Capitol Hill mansion as the former senator from Louisiana.

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Kenner goes “pink” in October
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
“Breast Cancer
Awareness” month has
just begun, and it’s a
chance to make a real
difference against a
disease that strikes more than 220,000 women every
year. Consider this startling fact: If you are in a room
with eight women, one of those women will be diagnosed with breast cancer at some point in their life.
In Kenner, we have events scheduled throughout the month so that we can raise awareness and
funds to help organizations fighting this disease.
Employees will have the chance to purchase special
“Kenner Goes Pink” T-shirts that can be part of a
casual outfit that can be worn on all Wednesdays
during the month. In addition, we will be selling $1
pink memorial ribbons at different events, including
the three weekends of Oktoberfest in Rivertown.

We also will be turning all the Kenner welcome
signs in the city pink – a month-long reminder to
residents and visitors to take action to help breast
cancer organizations – and I challenge our business
owners to find ways to incorporate pink into their
businesses for the month.
Please refer often to the page on the city’s
website dedicated to “Breast Cancer Awareness”
month. We hope to include information and pictures and videos about the pink campaign going on
throughout the city.
We have also decided to make pink memorial ribbons available during the three weekends
of Oktoberfest in Rivertown. This popular German
festival brings more people into Rivertown than
any other event during the year and ribbons can be
purchased to honor friends and loved ones who are
breast cancer survivors or who lost their battle to

the disease. We hope to fill the fences in Rivertown
with these pink ribbons. All funds will go to breast
cancer support organizations.
We have scheduled a “Music in the Park” and
“Movies in the Park” during the first weekend of October to really gain some momentum for the month.
These free events, normally scheduled throughout
May, are among the most popular we hold in the city.
On Friday, October 3, the band Groovy 7 will perform
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. in Heritage Park located at
2015 Fourth Street. Then on Saturday, On October
4, there will be a free showing of “The Pink Panther”
beginning at 8:00 p.m., also in Heritage Park.
Both events will include food, drinks and local vendors and pink ribbons will be on sale. For
more information on those events, contact Heidi
Glorioso at 468-7211.
On October 15, the Kenner Leisure Services di-

vision and Chateau Golf and Country Club are working together to put on a “Poolside Paint Party” at the
country club located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard.
The cost is $25, and for an additional $2 donation,
wine is available. All proceeds go to a breast cancer
support group. For more information, contact Leisure Services Manager Kerri Diaz at 468-7268. For
more information in general on Kenner’s pink campaign for breast cancer this month, contact Michele
Lawler at 468-7248.
This is a month to show just how much we in
Kenner care about one another and helping those in
need. I urge you to join my wife, Michelle, and myself
in taking advantage of the opportunities to make a
difference in the fight against breast cancer.

playing jack-o-lanterns outdoors, keep them away
from landings and doorsteps where costumes can
brush against the flame and possibly catch fire.
Keep your pets confined to prevent them from
running away or becoming anxious and bothered
by kids in costume. Cats especially should be kept
inside on Halloween night.
Never invite strangers into your home while
partaking in Halloween festivities. Always distribute treats at your doorway or outside.
Lock your car doors and park your vehicle in
a safe place to avoid possible vandalism.
Occasionally patrol around your home to
discourage speeding motorists, acts of malicious
mischief, and crimes against children.

Always report suspicious or criminal activity to the Kenner Police Department by calling 9-1-1.
At the end of the night, make sure you turn off
lights and blow out all candles.
The Kenner Police Department offers free
trick-or-treat bags made of reflective material on a
first-come, first served basis. Pick one up for each
of your children at our headquarters at 500 Veterans Boulevard weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. I wish you and your family a safe and fun-filled
Halloween season.

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Making your home Halloween safe
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Halloween is a
thrilling and exciting
time for the children
of our community.
Unfortunately, it can
also be a time when accidents and criminal activity
occur.
It is important that you prepare your home before trick-or-treaters take to the streets on Friday,
October 31. Simple precautions, like those to follow,
should be observed to ensure everyone’s safety.
Please review the following safety tips for your
home. This information will help make this fun-

filled holiday safe for all. Together, we can keep our
families safe this Halloween.
Replace burned-out lights to increase visibility at your door and around your house.
Remove anything children can trip over
while on your property, such as garden hoses, toys,
bikes, and lawn decorations.
Sweep wet leaves from your sidewalk and
steps to reduce the chance a youngster will slip
and fall.
When displaying jack-o-lanterns indoors, always do so on a sturdy table and keep away from
curtains and other flammable objects. When dis-

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Kenner Code Inspectors issue 108 violations during code sweep in University City
Inspectors from the Kenner Code Enforcement Department issued more than 100 different
violations during a “mini code sweep” conducted on
September 10, 2014 in a section of the University
City subdivision.
In addition, a number of warnings were issued
to property owners giving them five days to bring
their property up to code or receive a citation. The

KENNER

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing
Kenner Businesses and
Our Community Together
Luncheon reservations:
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com

or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

KBA_1014.indd 1

sweep was conducted in the 200 and 300 blocks of
Clemson and Duke Streets.
“Normally, we hold a code sweep once a month
and include officials from Cox Cable and Entergy so
we can make as comprehensive a sweep through
a neighborhood as possible,” Code Enforcement
Director Aimee Vallot said. The monthly schedule
had been adopted because of the availability of the

JOIN KBA

Food, Fun, Networking
hosted by LaBella’s Catering
2118 Reverend Wilson Drive in Rivertown

October 23, 2014
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Sample holiday menu items and
network with business leaders
For info call Mary-Sharon 441-6106
9/20/14 8:59 PM

utility officials.
However, Vallot said Assistant Code Director
Rick Walther has proposed the idea of the mini
sweeps, which can be conducted every two weeks.
“The feedback we get from the public is that
they would like us conducting sweeps as often as
possible and this allows to do just that,” Vallot said.
“The fact that so many violations were discovered
just emphasizes the importance of this ongoing
program.”

The list of 108 violations included 21for high
grass and litter, nine for abandoned vehicles, two
for fence violations, 24 for unsafe electrical conditions, 16 for soffit/fascia, three for windows, three
for building violations, 10 for stairs/roof/railings,
three for plumbing/sewer, one for occupational license, two for repair/demolish, five for no permit,
four for illegal discharge, one for a stagnant pool,
two for abandoned refrigerators and two dogs were
removed to shelter.

Community
Parkinson’s support group holds monthly meetings
The Big Easy Fleur de Lis’ Parkinson’s support
group, formed over six years ago, holds meetings at
East Jefferson General Hospital on the last Monday
of the month in the Esplanade One room of the first
floor conference center. The next meeting will be
on Monday, October 27, 2014 from 1:00 p.m. until
3:00 p.m. The subject will be “Docs on the Hot Seat”
with speakers Dr. Jay Rao, Dr. David Houghton, Dr.
Georgia Lea and Dr. Brian Copeland. A question
and answer session will follow the speakers.

“Parkinson’s patients, family and caregivers
are welcome to attend our meetings where we
share news about medications, treatments, current
Parkinson’s research, tips and tricks, with an emphasis on living well with Parkinson’s,” said founder
Bonnie Huddleston.
For information on the Big Easy Fleur de Lis’
Parkinson’s support group contact Huddleston at
905-6355 or at BonHudd4417@gmail.com.
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Tips for appearing in Kenner’s Mayor’s Court
By Tamithia P. Shaw —Kenner Clerk of Court and Mayor’s Court Director
Most people have
never been in any type
of legal trouble, so if
they are required to go
to traffic court that can
often generate a significant amount of anxiety due to
the unknown. If you are ordered to court, whether as
a witness or to handle your own traffic issue, knowing
what to expect can make the trip to Kenner Mayor’s
Court much easier.
As I return to the city of Kenner as the newly
appointed clerk of court for the Mayor’s Court, I am
happy to share with the citizens of Kenner some “Tips
for your Day in Court.”
First, make sure that you are on time. In fact,
it is best to arrive early. Usually before the beginning
of court, a clerk checks in everyone on the docket. If

you arrive late, you may have to wait for the docket
to be called again and you may have to explain
to the judge why you are late. Please note that the
judge may impose fines for those people who arrive
after court has started. Also, the time on the ticket is
not the time you may be seen in court. It is only the
time that court begins.
Make sure you are appropriately dressed
for court. Shorts, T-shirts, tank tops, undershirts,
plunging necklines and torn clothing are examples of clothing that is not appropriate. The rule of
thumb in deciding your wardrobe for court is this:
If you have to question whether it is appropriate
to wear a particular piece of clothing to court, it is
probably not a good idea to do so.
Do not bring children. Unless the court has
told you to bring your children to the hearing, find

a babysitter. The court deals with many issues that
may not be appropriate for little ones, so children
should never be brought to court.
Proper conduct is expected in the courtroom.
Certain behaviors are not allowed because they are
noisy, distracting or disrespectful. You cannot chew
gum, eat, read a newspaper, sleep, wear a hat, listen
to earphones, carry a cell phone or pager unless it is
turned off, or carry a weapon.
Bring evidence and witnesses to the hearing.
There are certain rules everyone who appears before
the court must abide by. Thus, although you are not
a lawyer, you are held to the same rules imposed on
lawyers. Therefore, it is important to either consult
an attorney or to make sure you know the rules
relating to your case. If you fail to file appropriate pleadings at the right time or to say the correct

thing, you could lose your case.
Finally, make sure you come to court. There
are many penalties and fines that may be assessed
for failing to show in court. The harshest penalty
can be the issuing of an attachment for your arrest,
which can significantly increase the costs for even a
simple traffic violation.
While we cannot give legal advice, it is the desire of the employees of Kenner’s Clerk of Court’s
office to help you as much as possible, so please
contact our department at 468-7277 if you have
any questions.
Tamithia Shaw is the director of the Kenner
Clerk of Court and Mayor’s Court’s office, located at
1801 Williams Boulevard, Building A, Room 105 in
Kenner. The office phone number is 468-7277 and the
department’s website is www.kenner.la.us. The Clerk
of Court’s email address is coc@kenner.la.us.

Cell phone use and texting now prohibited in Louisiana school zones
On May 20, 2014, state lawmakers passed
a bill that bans cell phone use in any school zone
and Governor Bobby Jindal signed the bill into law.
After August 1, 2014, any use of electronic devices
such as smartphones or social media while driving in a Louisiana school zone during designated
school hours is prohibited.

School zones must have signs that are visible stating that the use of hand held phones are
banned during a designated time. The law does not
apply to the use of any hands-free wireless devices
or various types of radios.
Using a wireless device to report an accident
or crime in a school zone is permitted. The use of

a phone while in a school zone in a parked car is
also allowed.
State Representative Julie Stokes said, “I am
pleased that the legislature is proactive in protecting our children. Our ability to stay connected and
‘plugged in’ gives us the ability to enjoy greater
workplace flexibility than ever before, but we need

to remember to ‘unplug’ when it is unhealthy for
those around us.”
First offender violators of the new law banning handheld devices in school zones can be fined
up to $175 and for subsequent violations up to $500.
Those committing a violation involving an accident
can be fined double of the normal fine.

Community
JPPSS receives financial reporting excellence awards
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS) has received a certificate of achievement for excellence in financial reporting by the
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA)
of the United States and Canada for its comprehensive annual financial report for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2013. In addition, the Jefferson
Parish School Board has been awarded the certificate of excellence in financial reporting by the
Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO) for its audited consolidated annual
financial report for fiscal year 2013.
“The certificate of excellence for financial
reporting award demonstrates our district’s commitment to financial accountability and transparency,” said Superintendent Dr. James Meza, Jr. “I
want to congratulate our finance team members

for their hard work and continued commitment to
the success of our district.”
The certificate of achievement excellence
is the highest form of recognition in the area of
governmental accounting and financial reporting,
and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its management.
“This recognition provides the assurance
that our annual audit is subject to peer review,”
said JPPSS Chief Financial Officer Robert Fulton.
“It demonstrates that we met or exceeded all disclosure requirements and that our footnotes and
other descriptions were easily understood.”
This year’s awards by the GFOA and ASBO
mark the 22nd consecutive year that Jefferson
Parish has been recognized.

2015-2016 application period for advanced study
academies announced by JPPSS
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS) will hold an application period from October 1 through October 31, 2014 for its Advanced
Study Academies (ASA).
Applications will be made available on September 30, 2014 on the school system’s website at
www.jpschools.org/asa, at all JPPSS schools and
at the JPPSS Administration Building at 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey.
Completed applications must be hand delivered to the JPPSS’s administration building during

Attention Business Owners

Louisiana Walks for Parkinson’s holds third annual
family event fundraiser
The Parkinson’s Action Network third annual
fundraiser, Louisiana Walks for Parkinson’s, is scheduled on Saturday, October 18, 2014 at the Lafreniere
Park Foundation Center, 3000 Downs Boulevard in
Metairie. Over 300 walkers participated last year. More
than $50,000 has been raised in the past by the Parkinson’s Action Network.
Senator David Vitter, Jefferson Parish President
John Young and several expert physicians will be guest
speakers.
Onsite registration begins at 9:00 a.m. and the
walk begins at 10:30 a.m. Included in $25 registration
fee are a “Walk” t-shirt, food from popular local restau-

rants, water, beer, soft drinks, and the popular sounds
of The Midnight Special band. Children under 12 are
admitted free.
Louisiana Walks for Parkinson’s is a family event
with a Kids Korner which will feature a children’s magic show, face painting and balloon animals.
A “Parade of Prizes” will offer over 100 items,
special baskets and art work from George Rodrigue and
Terrence Osborne, Jazz Fest poster artist. Raffle tickets
for silent auction items may be purchased online.
To register or for more information visit www.
parkinsonswalk.org.

the application period, October 1 through October
31, 2014, between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. The office will hold extended hours on Wednesdays, October 8 and October 22, 2014, from 8:00 a.m. until
6:00 p.m. The office will also accept applications
on Saturday mornings, October 4 and October 18,
2014 from 8:00 a.m. to noon.
For more information contact the ASA
admissions office at 349-7792 or Julia.Johns@
jppss.k12.la.us.

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

October 2 & 30, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
EAA_1014.indd 1

9/15/14 7:31 PM
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Finishing what you start
By Steven A. Watts

Join us for

3 Weekends of

German Food, Music, and Beer!
October 10-11, 17-18 and 24-25
Fridays, 4p-11p • Saturdays, 1p-11p

415 Williams Blvd. • Rivertown • Kenner

504.522.8014
Visit www.oktoberfestnola.com for details
deutscheshaus.org •

Deutscheshaus_Oktoberfest_1014.indd 1

DeutschesHausNOLA
9/26/14 6:06 PM

It’s a bit surprising, but often the
case that we struggle
mightily to get something done but then fail in specifying the details. What
we are left with is a project that is not truly complete.
The half-completed deeds lie in wait until that future
day when we are somehow forced to act. Sometimes
these half-completed tasks are intentional, the result
of our inattention to detail or the urgent need to
move on to the next project. Other times these open
items are just evidence of our lack of information. I
believe that this is often the case with the formation
of corporations and limited liability companies.
Under Louisiana law, a corporation or limited
liability company is formed by the filing of articles of
incorporation or organization with the Louisiana Secretary of State. Some people choose to use the “bare
bones” form provided by the secretary of state to create their desired entity. Once the filing is accepted by
the secretary of state, you will have successfully created a new juridical person; however, you have failed
to determine the details concerning how that entity
is to function.
A corporation is not truly complete without
by-laws. Likewise, a limited liability company is not
clearly functional without an operating agreement. As
is the case with your will, if you don’t create your own
rules and procedures for your newly formed juridical
person by means of by-laws or an operating agreement,
the state will provide them by default. Significant matters such as the names, terms and duties of the officers; the procedure to follow in the event of the death,

disability or divorce of a shareholder and the protocol
implemented for the transfer of stock or membership
shares are just a few of the vital details that should be
addressed. If you don’t take the time to specify these
matters then you have made the decision to let the
state determine them for you. Unlike the articles of incorporation or organization your by-laws or operating
agreement do not have to be filed with the secretary
of state. The important matters addressed therein can
remain confidential and be easily revised to reflect the
desires of the stockholders or members.
It is important to complete what we begin. The
process frees us to go on to the next task knowing
that we have done our best to practically address
important details and contingencies. Many people
would never permit the state to write their will. As a
practical matter, that is what happens when you fail
to declare in writing your own testament. Likewise,
when you create your own corporation or limited liability company, take the time to specify how that entity is to function. If you don’t, you have left some very
significant decisions to the “wisdom” of others.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is located at
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie.
Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and
real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and manager of
Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 836-0811 or
swatts@amerititlela.com.

Insurance
Safer cloud computing
By Marie M. Clesi
Cloud computing is convenient: It
stores your data on
remote servers so you
can access and share
the information from any device, at anytime and from
anywhere. But it also can present security risks. Take
steps to protect the information you store in cyberspace.
Research trustworthy cloud service providers
Search the web for complaints against the company. Review the provider’s safety systems and privacy
policies. Make sure the provider encrypts your data.
Look for the “s” after “http” in the web address to know
whether data is encrypted. Look into whether the provider shares your information with third parties. Review
the provider’s privacy policy– often accessible through
a link from the site – to learn more. Check that the provider alerts users to changes made to its policies.
Password protect data
Create strong passwords. Use at least eight characters, mixing in symbols, numbers and uppercase and
lowercase letters. Create unique login information for
each of your online accounts. Change passwords regularly. Never share your account login information. Use
two-factor authentication processes when they’re offered. These require users to sign in with a username
and password plus a verification code that’s typically
sent via text message or displayed through an application on your device. Keep track of passwords with a

password manager. Available as a desktop program or
as an app, this tool stores passwords locally and securely,
and some even generate unique passwords for you.
Practice safe webbing
Always back up the data you store in the cloud.
Update your operating system and/or web browser often to take advantage of security patches and updates.
Invest in anti-virus and malware programs. Keep these
updated as well. If possible, customize privacy settings
so you control who can view your information and what
information they have access to. Restrict the amount of
information you share online. Protect personal information by keeping it personal. Avoid directing all password
recovery messages to a single address – a practice
known as “daisy-chaining.” A hacker who gets hold of
your email login could gain access to all of your accounts.
Learn more tips for safer computing from the National
Cyber Security Alliance, which also sponsors “National
Cyber Security Awareness” month in October.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters,
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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Community
For flooring jobs, Jules Pechon is the perfect
“go-to” guy

A COMMITMENT
TO OUR CHILDREN

By Allan Katz
Jules Pechon has been in the flooring business
for 31 years and wherever you go in the southeastern
U.S., people who know flooring will tell that Pechon
has the reputation of a dependable “go-to” guy whether you’re looking for a wood floor, tile floor, laminate
floor or carpet.
“I’ve enjoyed a wonderful career and feel that
I’m just getting my second wind,” says Pechon, a 25year resident of Kenner.
He points to recent flooring jobs that he’s done
for Xavier University in New Orleans, the Chateau
Golf and Country Club in Kenner and St. Martin’s
Episcopal School in Metairie. “My career has taken
me throughout Louisiana, to Florida and Texas and
other states as well,” says Pechon. “I’ve enjoyed lots
of repeat business because people know that I’m fair,
hard-working and go to the wall for my customers.
I want to get the best material and the best price. I
do both residential and commercial work. It’s a real
honor that great institutions like Xavier, the Chateau
Country Club and St. Martin’s have tapped me to work
for them. I think they’ll tell you that we did super jobs
for them.”
In the same way, Kenny Hurst, an executive at
The Stevens Realty Group, says, “When we need a new
floor or an upgraded floor for one of our clients, we call
Jules Pechon. He is definitely our “go-to” guy when it
comes to flooring. Jules get lots of repeat clients, like
us, because he always gets us the best floor at the best
price and makes sure that it’s installed right.”
Pechon, whose company is called Fairmont
Flooring and provides full service flooring, helps his
clients select the best floor for their needs and makes
sure they get the flooring at a competitive price.
“Jules is there until the installation is done right and

Jules Pechon
the floor looks great,” says Hurst. “We think Jules is a
perfectionist and that’s a very good thing.”
Pechon and his wife, Donna, moved to Kenner
in the late 1980s. They raised two children here, a son
who is now a captain in the U.S. Army, and a daughter
who is a nurse at Children’s Hospital in New Orleans.
“We love Kenner,” says Pechon who was a volunteer
coach at Muss Bertolino Playground for 10 years while
his kids were growing up. He coached boys and girls
in a variety of sports, including football, baseball, basketball, track and softball. “You can tell by the caliber
of boys and girls that you find on Kenner playgrounds
that this is a wonderful community – children who
have been well brought up, who are competitive and
smart,” he says.
Pechon, who says he is an optimist by nature,
says he feels really good about the future of Kenner
and the southeastern U.S. “Business is getting better,”
he says. “The recession of the last few years is finally
ending. I think we’re going to have an economic boom
that will be good for all of us.”
Pechon’s Fairmont Flooring handles residential as well as commercial flooring. Pechon can be
reached at 450-6534.

Health
Anterior knee pain: A common
orthopedic complaint
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Anterior knee
pain or pain localized
to the front of the
knee is a common
knee complaint. Anterior knee pain presents a challenge in diagnosis and treatment for the orthopedic
physician. Anterior knee pain can be caused by
several pathologic conditions including tendonitis,
cartilage damage or wear and patellar (kneecap)
malalignment or instability. A careful history and
physical examination along with diagnostic testing
are important factors in determining the correct diagnosis and treatment for anterior knee pain.
History should try to differentiate between
knee complaints related to pain versus instability.
Patients typically report pain over the front of the
knee; pain may occur at rest or in association with
activities such as stair climbing, squatting or kneeling. Onset of pain may occur acutely following traumatic injury or may present as a result of a change
in routine or activity level such as embarking on a
new or different exercise program. Physical examination focuses on limb alignment, the presence of

tenderness over tendons and ligaments surrounding the patella, assessment of muscular tightness
and imbalance and evaluation of patellar tracking.
Plain radiographs (X-rays) are useful to determine
presence of arthritic changes in the patellofemoral
joint and assess presence of patellar tilt or extremity malalignment. On occasion additional diagnostic
testing such as MRI or CT scans may be helpful in
assessing articular cartilage or patellofemoral alignment.
The mainstay of treatment for anterior knee
pain is nonsurgical. Studies have shown that a period of rest, quadriceps strengthening exercises,
stretching and anti-inflammatory medication have
been highly successful in producing relief. Bracing has been used with success in patients with
symptomatic patellar instability. Surgery is usually
not necessary for most patients with anterior knee
pain. For some patients with cartilage damage of
the patella, arthroscopy can be helpful. Patients
with lateral tilt of the patella and subluxation
page 18

Four years ago, Jefferson Parish Public Schools were
ranked among the worst in the state and had a $30 million
deficit. Today they have:
• Earned “Top Ten” rankings for improved graduation rates
and students earning college-eligible ACT scores,
• Balanced the budget every year,
• Moved from D in 2011 to B rating in 2013,
• Increased State District Performance Scores by 19%,
moving from 52nd in 2010 to 36th in 2013
• The most students in A and B schools in the state
• Three of the top 10 high schools in the state (U.S. News &
World Report)
• The most Top Gain Schools in the state (2013, tied in 2012)
That kind of transformation does not happen by accident—
it is the result of leadership that puts education, not
politics, as their priority. It’s leadership by school board
members like Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. That is the kind
of commitment our children deserve.
Endorsed by:
Sheriff Newell Normand
Councilmen Dominick Impastato
Councilmen Keith Reynaud
Councilmen Ben Zahn
Assessor Thomas Capella

Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni
Clerk of Court Jon Gegenheimer
Senator Danny Martiny
Representative Julie Stokes
Jefferson Parish Republican Party

RE-ELECT

SANDY

#101

denapo isbosarge
SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT 9

428-9202 • sdenapolis@yahoo.com •

/Sandyforschoolboard

Paid for by The Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge Campaign Fund
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Automotive

We are tHeAter, We Are Fun!

OctOber 3 8PM comic recess crew
October 4 11:00AM
Open call auditions for variety show. Looking for singers, dancers, musicians, magicians,
contortionists, jugglers, etc.
October 30, 31 & Nov. 1 8PM
3 charmers Halftime report – New Orleans funniest ladies, Jodi borrello, becky Allen and
Amanda Hebert return with a comedy about the the fan experiences of football!
coming soon: Vino & Van Geaux – A fun time for all in a paint social with artist Maggie Mae

501 Williams Blvd. in Historic Rivertown | Tickets: 287-4707 • www.Castle501.com
Brinkman’s Menswear, 3020 Severn Ave, Metairie 455-8284 • Proudly supports the Castle Theatre.
Castle Theatre .125_1014.indd 1

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Ave
Kenner, LA
504 464 5949
Specializing in hair restoration,
extensions, and alternative hair.
A Proud Member Of:

9/26/14 9:21 PM

Our Compassionate, Knowledgeable
Staff, Can Help You Select
Everything You Need
To Look And Feel Your Best.
For the Month of October
In Honor of Cancer Awareness,
We Will Be Offering…
20 % OFF All Nioxin Products
and
10% OFF All
In-Stock Wigs and Hair Pieces
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
www.facebook.com/HSU.SalonandSpa
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

Do you really know when your
car needs new tires?
By Scott Zimmerman
Do you know
when it’s time to
change tires on your
vehicle? Having good tires on your car could mean
the difference between safe driving or putting you in a
situation where you could possibly have a catastrophic
accident. Knowing when to change tires is a vital part
of proper maintenance of your vehicle.
An easy way to check tire wear is to visually inspect the factory-placed wear bars in the middle of the
tire tread which run perpendicular to the tread. They
are barely visible when the tires are new. Over time as
mileage is accumulated, the wear bars become more
and more visible. At the point the wear bars are level
to the tire tread, your vehicle is ready for new tires.
Tires manufactured today should last 50,000 to 60,000
miles but when the wear bars are showing, it is recommended the tires be replaced.
The penny trick is an old-time method to determine tire tread wear. Put a penny, upside down, into
the tread to measure how far down it goes. When Lincoln’s head is covered up by the tread, then your tires
are still fine. But if the president’s head can be seen,
your tires are too worn and need to be replaced.
Although tread wear is important, there are
other factors that can determine when it is time to
replace your vehicle’s tires, such as weather cracking
and sidewall integrity. Tires can age and be affected
by extreme weather conditions. Tire rubber then can
lose elasticity and cracks can appear on the surface

of the tire. Minimal cracking may be fine but a lot of
splintering is not good and it is time to take your car in
for a professional to determine if you need new tires.
If you can visibly see noticeable cracks on the
tire sidewalls or any abnormal bulges or bubbles, immediately have your tires evaluated by a professional.
Most people do not know that tires actually have
an expiration date. Tires actually have a date code
which means tires simply need to be replaced due to
age. The date code is stamped on the tires and starts
with DOT followed by 10, 11 or 12 numbers. The last
two digits tell what year the tire was manufactured
and the two digits before the year indicate the month.
It is a good idea to change your tires on a car
used regularly about every five years. Have a professional evaluate your tire’s condition after that length
of time.
Trusting your car to get you to your destination
safely shouldn’t be taken for granted. Have your tires
inspected by a tire professional to ensure the safety of
all onboard your vehicle.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireandauto.com.

Airport
Holiday travel tips at Armstrong
International Airport
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WE BUY GIFT CARDS
500 MAJOR RETAILERS AND RESTAURANTS

By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Director of Aviation

Kenner Star Past Editions

www.kennerstar.com

TOP DOLLAR. GOLD. BUYERS
2537 Williams Blvd Kenner 504.287.4450
TopDollarGoldBuyers.net

BONUS

Next month will
be in effect during the holiday season such as the
begin the holiday sea- removal of shoes (except for a child 12 and under)
son and many of our residents will be traveling by air
and jackets as well as knowing the proper method for
to visit loved ones and friends. I would like to share
carrying liquids through the checkpoint. For anyone
some travel tips that I hope will enhance your travel
eligible to participate in the TSA Pre✓™ Program, we
experience through Louis Armstrong New Orleans
are pleased to announce that it is now available at
International Airport.
Armstrong International.
First, I encourage our passengers to make
Free WiFi is available throughout the terminal
airline reservations as soon as possible to ensure
to anyone wishing to access it. (It should be noted
that the best choice of flights on our airlines is
that the internet access at the airport is limited to
available for your preferred days and times of trav- 144K due to a state law which limits the speed of “free”
el. Armstrong International is served by thirteen
Wi-Fi connections for municipal wireless networks.)
airlines that provide a variety of options to meet
To find out the latest news from the airport on the
your travel needs to 42 non-stop destinations. Our
day of departure or arrival, passengers who are social
airlines are Air Canada, Alaska Airlines, American
media savvy can follow us on Facebook and/or TwitAirlines, AirTran Airways, Delta Air Lines, Fron- ter. Anyone needing assistance while in the airport
tier Airlines, JetBlue Airways, PEOPLExpress Air- pre-security area, are encouraged to speak with one
lines, Southwest Airlines, Spirit Airlines, United
of our friendly airport customer service representaAirlines, US Airways and Vacation Express. Flight
tives or ambassador volunteers positioned at the conschedules and airline contact information with di- course exits and easily identified by their burgundy
rect links to all are available on our website, www. jackets and vests, respectively.
flymsy.com. It is important to note that some maFinally, due to federal regulations, airport pojor booking websites may not carry all of these air- lice can only allow cars that are actively loading or
lines such as PEOPLExpress and Vacation Express. unloading passengers to stop and park on the airport
During the holidays, the number of passengers
upper or lower roadways. For this reason, we encourtravelling will typically be greater than the rest of the
age the use of our convenient, free cell phone lot.
year, especially during Thanksgiving. For this reason, It is located at the corner of Airline Drive and Holplease allow sufficient time to arrive, park or drop off
landey Street across from the airport in a fenced area
passengers, check-in with your airline and process
marked with a large brown sign. To use it, the driver
through security to arrive at your gate in a timely
must wait in the cell phone lot for the arrival of their
manner. Airlines recommend that passengers arrive
party. After the arriving party is in baggage claim and
at least two hours prior to their scheduled departure
has received their luggage, they simply alert the waittime. Also keep in mind that we have new stores and
ing party on their cell phone that they are ready to
restaurants located throughout the airport, so you
go. The driver may then proceed to the lower roadcan dine or shop along your way. The operating hours
way outside baggage claim to pick them up. The cell
for these stores and eateries is 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. phone lot is available year round with on-site security
More information about concessions at the airport is
present from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily.
available on our website.
As you travel this holiday season through ArmPassengers should be prepared for the security
strong International, the airport staff will be working
screening process to help minimize the screening
hard to provide you with first class customer service,
wait times. To expedite the screening process, our
great amenities and safe facilities. We look forward to
passengers should visit the Transportation Security
welcoming you.
Administration (TSA) website at www.tsa.gov beforehand to discover what can and cannot be carried
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for
on-board the aircraft. For example, wrapped gifts
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
are not prohibited as long as they do not contain
may be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check
any item that cannot be carried on-board the air- your local listings for the air time of the Armcraft. However, if for some reason a wrapped package
strong International Airport 30 minute televineeds to be further checked by TSA, they may have to
sion program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the
unwrap it to take a closer look inside. We recommend
airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking
passengers wrap their holiday gifts after their flight
on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and
or ship them ahead of time to avoid the possibility
Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/
of having to open them during the screening process. MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find
Items purchased after the security checkpoint have
out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on
been pre-screened and can be taken on the plane.
“Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.
Many other security screening rules will still

GET On Gold,
% Platinum,
or Silver
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MORE

Excludes coins, gift cards, diamonds,
and watches. Must present coupon.
One per customer. Expires 12/31/14.
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STEINHAUER PRODUCTION

Red flags for homebuyers
By Linda R. Martin

ADM
IS
KIDSION
FR S
EE

Pontchartrain
convention center
Kenner, Williams Blvd.

Saturday and Sunday
10AM-5PM

NOV.
2-3 1-2

and Sunday

1.00 OFF COUPON

$

Steinhauer_1014.indd 1

ON PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE
1 COUPON PER PURCHASE
9/26/14 6:25 PM

Don’t Bust Your Budget
with a New Vehicle!

e
s
o
o
Ch R e m a n u fac t u R e d

Check out their website! www.jasperengines.com

Automatic

sion • Den
nis
smis
ran

otiv
tom e
Au

T

Our Family Works Hard to Bring You High Quality Workmanship

Fa
mi
ed
ly O
rat
wned and Ope

dation issues can be very expensive, Look for large,
noticeable cracks on the outside of the house. Unless
you have a large budget, avoid this red flag.
6. Pest and termite damage
Pest damage to homes can be very costly. If the
pests have chewed into any studs, the structure of
the home is compromised and can be expensive to fix.
If a home has been inspected and treated for pests in
the past, the seller needs to disclose this to a buyer.
7. Water damage
When walking through a property, look for
moisture or water stains. With a proper home inspection, the inspector will look for potential water issues.
These are a huge red flag as they can affect the foundation, structure, roof and other areas.
8. Faulty electric and old wiring
Is the home an older home with outdated electrical service? If so these cannot handle additional
electrical work and can be costly to replace.
9. Asbestos
Asbestos was used as an inexpensive fire retardant material from the 1940s through the 1970s.
Asbestos can be extremely detrimental to lung health.
It was used in blown-in attic insulation, vinyl floor
tiles, window caulking and glazing, roofing material,
duct insulation, siding, plaster, paint and thermal insulation. Again this is a big red flag.
10. Mold
Mold is a part of the natural environment, and
grows indoors on surfaces that are wet. Molds are a
health hazard to humans and can lead to neurological
problems or worse. Asbestos and mold are two issues
that should always be addressed by trained professionals to insure the issues have been properly treated.
Buying a home is an emotional process. Red
flags are a way to step back and truly evaluate a
house. The last thing you want to do as a homebuyer
is to buy something you will end up hating or regretting. A house is a huge commitment and making sure
you get the most for your money is always top priority.
Your family and your agent can both help you when it
comes to discussing your dream home.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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AutomAtic trAnsmission • Dennis Automotive

Kenner fire safety
By Dan Dormady

504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
Automatic Transmission_Jasper_0914.indd 1

Home buying
season is upon us, and
while some buyers get
caught up in the emotions of finding their
new home, an important part of buying a home is paying attention to red
flags. Red flags are those items that could potentially
cost you a lot in the future or even in the beginning,
According to Housemaster, a major home inspection
service, 40 percent of previously owned homes have
at least one serious defect. Provided is a list of items
to consider or avoid when looking for your next home.
1. You’re also buying a neighborhood
Neighborhoods are a vital part of the home buying process. Make sure you visit at different times of
the day to get a true sense of the neighborhood. Does
the neighborhood have a homeowners’ association?
Is the neighborhood going down rather than up and
coming? A neighborhood can be the most obvious red
flag for a buyer.
2. Fixers
Fixers can be great deals, but it’s important to
know how much you’re getting into when you buy a
fixer. Do you have a comfortable level with renovators? Are renovations going to make the project uneconomical?
3. Issues with a home inspection
A home inspection is not required to buy a
house, but it is always recommended, as an inspection can shed light on potential red flags. All offers
should be contingent upon a satisfactory home inspection. If there are issues, you can potentially renegotiate with the seller. Also, some issues can prevent
financing for a mortgage.
4. Additions and decks
Are there additions to the home or property? Do
they look like a DIY job? Any work should be done to
code, especially when it comes to remodeling. Additions that are not done to code can be expensive to fix
and they can potentially lower the value of the home.
If work has been done, you can contact the parish or
city for work permits. If a home has a deck, ask the
seller who built the deck and when. Decks are notorious for being costly to repair. An unsafe deck or one
that just doesn’t look right is a definite red flag.
5. Noticeable structural problems
Always check doors and windows to make sure
they open and close without issues as they can be
indicators of structural issues below the house. Foun-

8/22/14 7:29 PM

October marks
the anniversary of
one of the most famous fires in American history – the
Great Chicago Fire
that began on October 8, 1871. Each year there
are over 375,000 reported home fires in the U.S.
resulting in death, injury and significant property damage.
Closer to home the Kenner Fire Department
reports that there have been 45 residential fires

since January 1, 2014. In the U.S. and right here
in Kenner, the number one cause of residential
fires and fire related injuries is cooking-related.
Leaving something unattended that is cooking on
the stove causes more fires than any other cause.
Failing to clean heating equipment and placing
combustibles too close to heating sources and
electrical problems are the next highest causes.
Smoke is deadly – and it not only makes it
difficult to breathe, but to see. Remind everyone
page 18
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Schneckenburger Elementary
School: Academic success and
strong support

13

Customer Appreciation Coupon

By Dr. James Meza, Jr. – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent
During the past three years, we have transformed our district from D grade to a B grade
with more than 30,000 students attending higher
performing schools. Our school board leadership,
principals, teachers, administrators and staff have
worked tirelessly to move our system in a dramatic
upward fashion.
Our momentum is built on strong principals,
dedicated teachers, involved parents and community
partnerships at the school level. A great example of
this model for sustained success is Walter Schneckenburger Elementary in Kenner, a pre-K through fifth
grade school with a diverse enrollment of 426 students. Schneckenburger is a B school, and by all indications, is on track to show even stronger academic
growth when the Louisiana Department of Education
releases its annual letter grade results this fall.
Schneckenburger’s school leader is Diane
Hodge, a veteran educator who has been with the
Jefferson Parish Public School System for more than
30 years. A principal for the past eleven years at Schneckenburger, Mrs. Hodge has created a student-focused learning culture with highly qualified teachers
who participate in collaborative planning meetings
during the day. A dedicated support staff is also committed to carrying out Schneckenburger’s mission to
help students achieve academic excellence and utilize critical thinking to become lifelong learners.
Located in the heart of the Driftwood Park area,
Schneckenburger epitomizes a warm and inviting
school. As you walk through the doors of the one-story
building, you will immediately notice the Handprint

Hallway, a gallery of brightly colored handprints of
students along the walls. What started out as a simple
school idea to sell handprints to raise enough money
to buy a lawnmower has become a Schneckenburger
tradition, with parents buying blocks each year to
help support the school.
In addition to involved parents, Schneckenburger has built strong community partnerships, including a one-on-one mentorship program through
Kids Hope USA. Each student in the program has an
individual mentor from Vineyard Church who devotes
one hour each week to provide additional academic
support, as well as self-esteem and character building. The commitment continues once the student
leaves Schneckenburger, with the mentor following
the student on to middle school.
The quality of life in our community is based
on a strong public school system. The district remains committed at all our schools to achieving
student success, meeting higher academic standards, and having the best-educated generation
Jefferson Parish has ever seen.
Dr. James Meza Jr. is currently the superintendent of Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS), Louisiana’s largest and most diverse
school district serving 47,000 students. Meza’s experience in education spans more than 40 years in
teaching and leadership positions both at the K-12
and higher education levels. Visit the JPPSS website
at www.jpschools.org.

Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy
places first in Louisiana, eighth in nation in
reading competition
By Allan Katz
The Kenner Discovery
Health Sciences Academy student body logged more than
four million minutes of reading this summer to finish first
in Louisiana and ninth in the
nation in the Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge.
Patty Glaser, founding
head and chief executive officer of the academy, said more
than 460 KDHSA students participated in the summer reading program. The only other
school from Louisiana to place in the competition was
St. Aloysius in Baton Rouge which finished sixteenth.
The total minutes logged by KDHSA students added
up to 4,126,659 minutes.
Each student was required to register the titles
of the books that they read and the number of minutes
they spent reading. KDHSA offers pre-K through seventh grade. “The students had the option of reading
the old-fashioned way or listening to books on tape.

Many of our students read with their parents and I
think the parents deserve equal credit for our great
showing. KDHSA parents and students are a force to
be reckoned with when they put their mind to a task.
There is nothing better than parents and kids reading
together and a school winning a reading contest. Our
teachers know what an impact reading has on vocabulary development and believe it can become a daily
routine for students from a young age.”

Good thru
10/31/14

Purchase of $500 or More

Purchase of $400 or More

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

Tires • Alignments
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Shocks • Air Conditioner
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Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.
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Aveda’s new invati hair care line
for thicker, fuller hair!
At GeorGy’s Now!!

Reduce hair loss by 33%
in 12 weeks – 97% natural

Full Service Flooring
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Wood Tile Laminate Carpet
Commercial & Residential

“Whenever flooring upgrades are
needed, Jules Pechon is our “go-to” guy.
Knowledge, experience and expertise are
his foundation for a perfect floor.”
—Kenny Hurst, The Stevens Realty Group

30 years experience
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0612_Orthopedic Center.indd 1

Last call on interest rates
By Guy Williams
Interest rates
are beginning to move
up. So now may well
be your last chance
to take advantage of
historically low rates
to protect yourself from the upswing in interest rates.
If you haven’t already done so, the first and most
important task now is to refinance your mortgage.
Currently, 30 year rates for mortgages are at about 4.15
percent. If your rate is at least one-half point higher
than 4.15 percent then refinancing may make sense.
When you do refinance, our recommendation is
to shrink the term of the loan keeping your payment
at the same amount. This can turn a 27 year remaining term on a mortgage loan into a 23 year remaining
term and maybe even shorter. In any event, the idea is
to shorten the time until you own your home without
any debt.
A major part of retirement planning is to schedule your home loan payments so that you are out of
debt when you retire from working. This is very important, since for many people their home is their biggest
asset. If you own your home you will have more retirement options. You can stay put with very little in the
way of monthly expenses, you can sell and move to a
new place or you can use a reverse mortgage to create
a lifetime annuity. You will only have these options if
your mortgage is paid off in full. Refinancing to reduce
the term is a great way to accelerate the process of
owning your home outright.
Unless you know you will be moving within a set
period of time such as for military or corporate reas-

signments, it is best to get a long-term fixed rate. You
want to take risk off of the table since rising rates are
not inevitable, but they are very likely.
You may have the opportunity to roll other consumer debt into your mortgage loan with the lower
interest rate. But resist this temptation. I know that it
is tempting to roll that 18 percent interest you are paying on your credit card debt into your 4.1 percent longterm mortgage, but don’t do it. Unfortunately, human
nature being what it is, most people will find that in a
few years they are still paying off the mortgage with
the old credit card debt rolled in but will also have additional new consumer credit card debt. Bankers have
found through experience that it is better not to mix
consumer and mortgage debt and advise against that.
On the other hand, consolidating all consumer
debt into one long-term loan can be effective for some
people. If that is your goal, you should get the shortest term possible without taking on any other loans as
your objective is to get out of debt.
Most economists expect rates will rise next year
but don’t wait until they start to rise. It is impossible to
perfectly time the market and if you try you may well
miss this last best opportunity to permanently lower
your interest rate.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

5/24/14 11:56 AM
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PuBLIC NotICE

Common foot injuries

Kenner announces the re-opening if its

OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING
REHABILITATION PROGRAM

By Craig Goodwin
Injuries to the
foot are a very common occurrence both
in the lay and athletic
population. Foot injuries range from “turf” toe, plantar fasciitis, Morton’s
neuromas and Second toe synovitis. The foot should be
protected at all times with shoes that help support our
arches and help disperse or cushion our body weight.
Walking in shoes that do not support the arch area and
are too tight in the toe box can cause injuries to the foot.
“Turf” toe is an inflammation condition of the joint
between the first toe and foot. “Turf” toe gets its name
from sports that are played on artificial turf and occurs
when a player jams his toe into the turf causing inflammation in that joint. This joint can also be affected by
arthritis. With an arthritic condition, the body will lay
down more bone to try to protect itself and we end up
with what is called a bunion. As this occurs, we get a
greater deviation of the first toe into what is called valgus or an inward position.
Synovitis of the second toe is a very common condition occurring in males and females of all age groups.
The condition is thought to occur because the second
metatarsal is the longest. When patients take excessive
stress, such as walking or running through the forefoot
region, the ligaments of the second MTP joint become
lax and the joint becomes unstable. Patients present
with pain which can be described as “burning” or “aching.”
Morton’s neuroma is a thickening of the tissue
that surrounds the digital nerve leading to the toes and
is most commonly located between the third and fourth
toes. This area becomes compressed and irritated and
you may feel that you are “walking on a marble.” This
condition is more common in women than men, pos-

sible because women wear confining shoes more often.
Flat feet can cause the nerve to become inflamed and
so do high heels and tight toe boxes on shoes. The most
common symptom is localized pain between the third
and fourth toes that increases with weight bearing and
lessens when at rest. Treatment for a Morton’s neuroma includes padding and/or taping the area to disperse
weight away from the neuroma and support to the arch
or a custom-fitted orthotic will help in managing this
condition.
Plantar fasciitis is a condition of the undersurface
of the foot that is very painful. The padding of the foot is
strained (torn) by a traumatic injury or overuse injury
without support. To help correct this problem, a shoe
with a good arch support is needed with the addition
of an orthotic insert to help support the structures of
the foot, as well as maintaining good flexibility around
the foot and ankle areas. This helps take the stress off
the underlying tissue to allow it to heal. Also located in
the arch area are arch ligaments that attach to the heel
bone (calcaneus). This is the site that bone spurs can
develop. This condition usually occurs from tightness
in the ligament structure of the arch and stress placed
upon its attachment. Again, orthotic inserts help relieve the pressure and decrease the pain.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Community
The Esplanade mall to host fun, festive
events this holiday season
Kenner residents can look forward to a girl’s
night out, Mall-O-Ween and several Santa events at The
Esplanade. Holiday season is just around the corner,
and area shoppers can celebrate with the many events
listed below at The Esplanade.
Thursday, October 9 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. – Area women are invited to take the night off
and enjoy an evening of shopping, pampering and
getting reacquainted with girlfriends when The Esplanade hosts its annual girl’s night out event, Indulge. The event will feature the latest fashions, food
and entertainment. Plus, the first 200 guests will receive a swag bag full of goodies.
Saturday, October 25 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. –
Parents won’t want to miss an opportunity to dress
up little ones in their Halloween best at The Esplanade’s Mall-O-Ween event. Kids can put on their favorite costumes and trick-or-treat throughout the mall in
a safe and fun environment.
Saturday, November 22 at 10:00 a.m. – Kennerarea children and their families are invited to The
Esplanade to help welcome Santa Claus back to his
home for the holidays. Santa’s Arrival will take place
by Café du Monde and children will have a chance to
decorate cookies and enjoy some fun and games with
the big guy himself.

Saturday, December 6 at 6:00 a.m. at 8:30
a.m. – Local children can make sure Santa hears their
wishes at The Esplanade’s Breakfast with Santa event.
Attendees can enjoy complimentary beignets, beverages and a little one-on-one time with Old Saint Nick.
Sunday, December 7 at 7:00 a.m. at 9:00 a.m.
– Families with special needs children are invited to
have their picture taken with Santa in a calm and
comfortable environment. During the Caring Santa
event, The Esplanade will dim the lights, turn off distracting music and reduce other sensory triggers to
ensure a magical visit with Santa.
“We are overjoyed to share such an exciting holiday season with our shoppers,” said Kate Wendel, mall
manager at The Esplanade. “It is always a joy to watch
the community come together at our shopping center
during the happiest time of year.”
The Esplanade is located at 1401 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner and has over 100 stores including
Macy’s, Target, Dillard’s, Victoria’s Secret, Old Navy, Express Men, American Eagle Outfitters and Earthbound
Trading Company. In addition to shopping choices, The
Esplanade’s food court has many dining options such as
Chick-Fil-A, Sbarro, Subway and Smoothie King.
For more information, visit www.facebook.com/
ShopTheEsplanade and follow the shopping center on
Twitter @ShopEsplanade.
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The City of Kenner Community Development Department will begin
accepting applications for its Owner-Occupied housing rehabilitation
program October 1 – October 17, 2014. A lottery drawing will be held on
October 23, 2014 to select 10 homes to be rehabilitated through the program.

Who is Eligible?

Eligible homeowners could
receive GRANTS UP TO $60,000
to make needed repairs to their
homes which they cannot afford.

• Homeowners who live within the
incorporated city limits.
• Homeowners who have clear title and
ownership to the property
• Total household income must be at or
below 50% of the Area Median Income
as defined by HUD.

What Property is Eligible?
• Homes that have an existing
condition that prevents property
from meeting local code, safety or
HQS standards.

CURRENT INCOME LIMITS BASED
ON FAMILY SIZE ARE:
Household Income Limits
Household Maximum
Size
Income
1
$20,600
2
$23,550
3
$26,500
4
$29,400
5
$31,800
6
$34,150
7
$36,500
8
$38,850

• Property must be a single family
detached structure
• Property must serve as primary
residence of applicant
• Property must be occupied; vacant
property is ineligible

Program applications are available online at www.kenner.la.us or at

City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70062 | 504-468-7588

Michael S. Yenni

Arleeta O. Terrell

Mayor

Director

KCD_Owner Occupied Rehab_1014.indd 1
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plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada
traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice
sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).
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2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
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www.brazilianmarketcafe.com
1/26/14 11:57 AM
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Attention RenteRs

“Fancy Nancy, The Musical” for the younger
set, live at Rivertown Theaters in October

Would you like to purchase your first home?
now Accepting Applications for

the

First -Time

Homebuyers

Assistance Program

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?

 Eligible participants include individuals
and families that . . .

1. have a total household income at or
below 80% of the Area Median Income
as defined by HUD. Current income
limits based on family size are:

•ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES:

• Max purchase price
Grants up
to $50,000

$165,000

• Located in incorporated
Kenner

Down Payment
& Closing Cost
Assistance up
to $10,000

Grant Repayment
is Forgiven Over
an Aﬀordability
Period

• Serve as applicant’s
primary residence

• Be owner-occupied

single family dwelling

• Home must be

move-in ready
(meet HQS standards)

Household Income Limits
Household Maximum
Size
Income
1
$32,950
2
$37,650
3
$42,350
4
$47,050
5
$50,850
6
$54,600
7
$58,350
8
$62,150

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts
will offer a production of “Fancy Nancy, The Musical”
based on the popular children’s book series from October 17 through October 26, 2014.
The play involves Fancy Nancy and her friends
Bree, Rhonda, Wanda, and Lionel who are going to be
performing in their very first show, “Deep Sea Dances.” Kelly Fouchi, co-artistic director of the theater explains the plot saying, “Nancy is positive, that’s fancy
for 100 percent sure, that she and Bree will be picked
to be mermaids. When another girl wins the coveted
role of the mermaid, Nancy is stuck playing a dreary,
dull tree. Can Nancy bring fancy flair to her role, even
though it isn’t the one she wanted?”

Directed by Joel Rainey, the show will feature
young performers from around the metropolitan New
Orleans area.
The performance schedule is set for Fridays, October 17 and 24 and Saturdays, October 18 and 26 at
7:00 p.m. Sunday matinee shows are at 2:00 p.m. on
October 19 and 26. General admission ticket prices are
$15.00. Call the box office at 461-9475 for more information or visit www.RivertownTheaters.com.
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is
located at 325 Minor Street in the heart of Kenner’s
Rivertown. There is plenty of parking available on the
streets around the theater.

Rivertown Theater for the Performing Arts
collects $1,715 for KPD bulletproof vests

2. have not owned a home during the past
three years nor been disqualified from
program participation.

Program applications are available online at www.kenner.la.us or at

City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70062 | 504-468-7588

Call Joan Baptiste to make your dream of owning a home come true!
THE HOMEOWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS
Michael S. Yenni - Mayor
Arleeta O. Terrell - Director

KCD_First Time Homebuyers ad_1014.indd 1

9/26/14 7:29 PM

Dr. James A. Crouch
is pleased to welcome

Dr. Nicole Russo
to his practice of

Family Dentistry

With the spearheading of Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud, top center, Rivertown Theaters
for the Performing Arts co-artistic directors Gary Rucker and Kelly Fouchi held a rehearsal preview performance on September 18, 2014 of “Shrek The Musical.” The benefit raised $1,715, which was donated by
Rucker and Fouchi, front center, to Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser, left front (surrounded by Kenner City
Council members). The donation is to be used to buy bulletproof vests for the Kenner Police Department.

Rivertown’s Castle Theatre offers variety of
fun this month
On Saturday, October 4, 2014, from 11:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. the Castle Theatre hopes to find local

Dr. James A. Couch, Dr. Nicole Russo

231 West Esplanade Avenue
Kenner • 468-9859

Crouch_0713.indd 1

6/23/13 6:44 AM

The Castle Theatre, located at 501 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s historic Rivertown, is showcasing
a variety of shows in October including an open audition. “We are very excited to consistently bring entertaining shows to Rivertown,” said Castle manager
Louie Duet.
Included in the line-up this month is the previously sold out trio of New Orleans’ funniest ladies,
Becky Allen, Jodi Borrello and Amanda Hebert in
“The Three Charmers Halftime Report.” Shows are
scheduled for Thursday, October 30, Friday, October
31 and Saturday, November 1, 2014. Comedian Jodi
Borrello says, “During football season we wanted to
put the spin, in our own unique way, with hilarious
routines, skits and characters including flashbacks of
Tulane Stadium and characters that reminisce past
sportscasters and players. Audiences are encouraged
to dress in their favorite team’s colors, although I believe no one will out-dress Becky Allen.”

talent for upcoming variety show productions. Castle
is holding an open audition for singers, musicians,
contortionists, magicians, comedians, jugglers, etc.
According to Duet, the open call auditions are reminiscent of past shows. “We put together a variety show
years ago that included all the elements of vaudeville
and we are looking forward to seeing new talent in the
area to incorporate them into a special production.”
Also, on Friday, October 3, 2014, the theatre is
highlighting the newly formed Comic Recess Crew.
According to Jodi Borrello, “This is an alternative for
those beginner comedians in the city to perform in an
intimate setting and have a great opportunity to not
only perform on a primetime night, but to bring the
funny to Kenner.”
For more information regarding the Castle
Theatre’s October events, call 287-4707 or visit www.
Castle501.com.

KENNER STR  OCTOBER 2014

Sports

17

Pelicans seek to escape Saints
shadow
By Ken Trahan
The shadow is a
large one. While the sun
is not setting on the New Orleans Pelicans, the notion
that they will always play second fiddle and be the poor
sister (make that brother) to their brethren whom they
share an address with is sound.
Even if the New Orleans Saints have a mediocre
season, as opposed to the consistent winning we have
witnessed under Sean Payton, the New Orleans Pelicans
will always take a back seat to the driver of the vehicle in
the sports market of greater New Orleans.
For that matter, if LSU is really good in football, the
Pelicans truly rank as a third entity here, above the likes
of Tulane, the Zephyrs, UNO, the VooDoo and all other
sports entities.
That said, the Pelicans can be successful in New
Orleans.
Most importantly, there is the solvency of being secured on a long-time basis through the ownership of Tom
Benson and the Saints. There is the Smoothie King Center, now sponsored and getting a facelift for the upcoming
season as improvements continue to the facility.
Then, there is the team itself.
Anthony Davis displayed his unique, emerging gifts
on an international stage recently as the United States won
gold at the World Championship competition in easy fashion.
If Davis was not the best player on the team, he was
in the top two.
The guy can score down low. He has expanded his
shooting range. He can run. He can jump. He can block
and affect shots. He is a very good rebounder. He plays
hard. He has great character. What is not to like?
To have a bonafide contender in the NBA, you must
have that star quality. In Davis, New Orleans has it. Can
they or have they assembled enough talent around him
to become a playoff team and ultimate contender in the
deep Western Conference for the 2014-2015 season?
Much will depend on how Jrue Holiday and Ryan
Anderson perform this season.
Both key players missed an enormous amount of
time last season. The 24-year-old Holiday played in just
34 games before going down with a season-ending fractured tibia. He was averaging 14.3 points, 7.9 assists and
4.2 rebounds per game while shooting 45 percent from
the field and 39 percent from 3-point range.
The 26-year-old Anderson played in just 22 games
before going down with a season-ending neck injury
which required surgery. He was cleared by the medical
staff recently. He was averaging a team-high 19.8 points
and 6.5 rebounds while shooting 44 percent from the
field and 41 percent from 3-point range.
The emergence of Tyreke Evans at shooting
guard gives the Pelicans many options. The 6-foot-six,
220-pound Evans creates mismatches on the defensive
end. His slashing style enables him to get to the paint and
rim frequently against smaller players. With another perimeter shooter in Anderson to dish to when he attracts
attention, the Pelicans will be better, as a result.
After spending 50 games coming off the bench, Evans was inserted into the starting lineup and he took off,
his game flourishing. While he is not a good shooter, he
fits very well with the talent surrounding him.
As for the enigma, Eric Gordon, he appears best
suited to being a sixth-man, playing heavy minutes off
the bench and providing punch against second unit players. Gordon, as you know, has been a disappointment, nowhere near worth the amount of money he has been paid.
Gordon missed 18 games a year ago. In three seasons in
New Orleans, Gordon has missed 131 of 246 games (53.2
percent). He remains an asset, averaging 15.4 points per

game while shooting 44 percent from the field and 39
percent from 3-point range.
The new arrival who delivers the most promise to
make New Orleans a better team is center Omer Asik.
The 28-year-old Asik eagerly awaits the opportunity
to start and play significant minutes after languishing
in the shadow of Dwight Howard in Houston a year ago.
Two seasons ago, Asik was a starter in Houston and while
he averaged just 10.1 points per game, he averaged 11.7
rebounds and blocked better than a shot per game. His
presence will free Davis from having to play bigger men.
7-foot-two Alexis Ajinca showed some promise and provides depth at center, along with Jeff Withey.
Veteran John Salmons brings experience to a
young team. Darius Miller has had his moments but must
display more consistency to stick and earn playing time.
Luke Babbitt has to shoot the ball better to find his place
on this team. Babbitt shot just 39 percent from the field
and 37 percent from 3-point range a year ago.
Austin Rivers improved in his second year as a
swing man, playing both guard spots. His challenge will
be to find minutes. Jimmer Fredette has arrived to provide long-range shooting ability and could fill the same
role as Rivers, able to play both guard spots but again,
where will the minutes come from? Rookie Russ Smith
plays with great energy and could fight his way onto the
roster as an aggressive defender and with his attacking
style on the offensive end but it will not be easy.
Monty Williams has good rapport with Davis, which
is very important. He spent the summer with him, serving
as an assistant coach on the national team. Williams is
liked by players and now is his time to blossom, if he is
going to. He has the roster he has always sought, one with
many scoring options and depth. Will it defend the way
he demands? That has been an ongoing issue over the
past couple of seasons.
World champion San Antonio remains a monster in
the West. Houston is very good. The Clippers have sorted
through their ownership mess and are very talented. The
same is true of Oklahoma City. Phoenix played very well
a year ago. Portland is very good. Golden State can score
with anyone. Memphis won 50 games while Dallas won
49 last season. It took 49 wins for the Mavericks to claim
the eighth and final playoff spot in the West and it may
take as many this year.
To reach that level, New Orleans would have to improve by 15 wins (34-48 last season).
Overall, the roster is clearly better than a year ago.
To be a contender, you must be good and lucky. There are
good players here. The Pelicans were not lucky a year ago
with the many injuries and games missed by key players.
There is great debate, pro and con, as to how good this
team can be if it stays healthy. We are about to find out.
While the 2014-2015 New Orleans Pelicans do not
appear to be a threat to add a Larry O’Brien trophy to the
Vince Lombardi trophy already housed at 5800 Airline
Drive, they do appear to be a threat to post a winning season and contend for playoff honors. Borrowing a long ago
phrase from its owner, the new kid on the block is “working to win in New Orleans.” At this point of this regime,
anything less would be unacceptable.

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager
of www. SportsNola.com. and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on
Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is
the general manager and chairman of the board of the
Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry and
hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.
com Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well
as The Three Tailgaters Show Saturday morning from
10:05 a.m.-noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

$100 CASH GIVEAWAYS
EVERY HOUR!
SATURDAYS, OCTOBER 4 & 11
AND NOVEMBER 1 & 8
2PM–8PM

EVERY NEW MEMBER RECEIVES
GUARANTEED CASH WITH THE CHANCE TO
WIN A SHARE OF $2500!

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO
Cash in a Flash drawing amounts vary at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter
or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.
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Challah buns –

Perfect for holiday tables
By foodieforone.com

These buns are easy to make and turn out so amazing you’ll want to clip and save this recipe
for your holiday baking needs.
Seared and grilled thick burgers on a cast iron skillet topped with a slice of pepper jack and placed inside the
challah buns is incredible! Enjoy toasted the next morning with raspberry jam and espresso with steamed milk.
Jewish Challah is parve, meaning it contains no dairy and no meat. It conforms to the Kashrut law of Jewish
dietary guidelines.
Ingredients
6 cups all-purpose flour; 1 1/4 cups warm water (45 seconds in microwave); 2 teaspoons active dry yeast; 1/4 cup
honey; 2 teaspoons granulated sugar; 1/4 cup vegetable oil; 4 eggs; 1 teaspoon kosher salt
You will use another egg for egg brushing the rolls just prior to entering the oven. You will also need a generous
sprinkling of poppy seeds or sesame seeds for sprinkling over egg wash. I also suggest sprinkling fresh garlic or
onions.
Begin by mixing a quarter cup of flour, the yeast, the heated water and the granulated sugar together in a stand
mixer with the whisk attachment. Allow to stand still for about five minutes or until the yeast gets foamy, like a
nice beach wave. Whisk in the honey, oil, eggs and salt and now switch to the dough hook attachment. Begin
adding the rest of the flour, one cup at a time. The mixture will turn into a gorgeous dough ball before your eyes.
You want it to pretty much clean sweep the entire bowl. Add little increments of flour if necessary to achieve this.
Allow dough hook to knead for about five minutes once your dough is to your liking. Cover with a dish towel and
allow to rise for two hours, rising very high. Punch down and remove to a floured work surface and knead about
three to four minutes with your hands. Tear 10 pieces of equal size dough for your challah buns.
Very Important! When you form challah buns, gently stretch from top and meet at the bottom to form your roll.
Do not roll into a ball. Just keep stretching from top and all sides till you have a smooth finished bun. Line on a
greased baking pan and allow to proof about 90 minutes more. Then gently brush entire surface of buns with a
beaten egg and sprinkle with poppy seeds or sesame seeds. Place in a preheated 325 degree oven for 25 minutes
to 30 minutes. Do not over bake or allow to brown too much.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe Corner_1014.indd 1
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“Race to the Lake” in Kenner in
October starts in Rivertown

New Orleans Baby and Child Fest
returns to Pontchartrain Center

Semiannual “Big Book Sale”
coming to Pontchartrain Center

By Allan Katz

New Orleans Baby and Child Fest presented by Ochsner
Health System is returning the Kenner on Saturday, October 4,
2014 from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.. The pregnancy, parenting and
family expo will feature more than 100 exhibitors and sponsors,
local children’s music, interactive activities, a kid-sized fire truck,
baby crawling contest, pediatricians, monogramming services,
children’s boutiques, photographers, pediatric dentists, children’s
books and local authors, financial services and more.
The expo will also feature meet and greets, including “Frozen” characters, superheroes, Curious George, Peg + Cat, Alice
and the Mad Hatter, Snow White and more.
“It’s a one-stop event for all things baby and child and
a great opportunity for families to learn, shop and play,” said
Jennifer Walker, co-founder of New Orleans Baby and Child
Fest. “We offer everything under one roof for expectant parents, new parents and young families.”
Ochsner Health System has been a major presence at the
expo since its inception in 2010 and returns as a presenting sponsor.
“Ochsner is proud to support Baby and Child Fest,” said
Lisa Pellerin, vice president of women’s services and NICU for
Ochsner Health System. “This event educates the community
on important services and unique items available to expectant
parents and families with young children.”
New Orleans Baby and Child Fest has welcomed more than
3,000 attendees each year and caters to expectant parents, parents, babies and children across the region.
Discounted tickets are available at www.BabyandChildFest.com. Tickets are $8 at the door. Free parking is available
at the Pontchartrain Center.

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will hold their
semiannual Big Book Sale on October 16 through October 19,
2014, at the Pontchartrain Center located at 4545 Williams Boulevard at the lake in Kenner.
Hours are Thursday, October 16, through Saturday, October 18 from
10:00 a.m. until
8:00 p.m. On Sunday, October 19, the
hours will be noon to 5:00
p.m. Over 65,000 gently used
books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs, videotapes, music tapes and vinyl records will be offered for sale at very reasonable prices. The sale
includes fiction and nonfiction books such as collectibles, art,
travel, history, military and Civil War books. All proceeds from
the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish Library.
Cash, checks, Visa, MasterCard and Discover cards along with
debit cards will be accepted. Admission and parking are free.
For more information call the Friends of the Library at
455-2665 or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.com.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is an independent, nonprofit organization of civic-minded volunteers.
The group supports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting
library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted items for all
its branches through fundraising, and participating in literacy
programs. During the past two decades, the group has donated
more than $1 million to the library system. For more information, visit www.friendsofjeffersonlibrary.org.

Hundreds of runners and walkers will gather at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel on Williams Boulevard at Laketown on Friday, October 10 to pick
up their shirts and numbers for the second annual “Race to the Lake”
that will send more than 2,000 participants through Kenner and along
Lake Pontchartrain.
There will actually be two courses for this year’s event, one a 10K
course and the other a 5K course. “We felt, based on last year’s event,
there are hundreds of people who would enjoy a shorter course. Many of
these are folks who will be walking the course and some will be pushing
babies in strollers or bringing their pets on a leash for the event,” said Dave
Poleto, race director. “We anticipate the more serious runners will want to
compete in the 10K event.” There will be prizes for winners of both races.
The races are set to begin at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 11,
2014. The day prior to the races will be set aside for runners and walkers to pick up their shirts and numbers at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. “It
will really be an expo for our sponsors and it will give those participating in the races a chance to check out the exhibits our sponsors will be
offering.” Among the races sponsors’ are the city of Kenner, Lamarque
Ford and the Treasure Chest Casino.
“We think that October 11 will be a crisp, cool day which will be
much easier on the participants than a Louisiana summer day,” said
Poleto. “We will also have a great post-race party that will feature outstanding bands, along with lots of food, soft drinks, beer and bottled
water. We invite everyone to the post-race event. You don’t need to have
participated in either of the races to come to the party which will be
held in Laketown, where the races will start. There will be a rock wall
to climb and other family activities. I think grandparents, parents and
kids will find plenty to do, good music to listen to and lots to eat.”
For more information and to register for either of the races, check out
www.RaceToTheLake.com.

Fire safety
from page 12

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
1010_Fernando.pdf
4/28/12
PM
(504)
888-4941 •1 fax
(504)11:00
888-8120

“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native

Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

in the family that in case of fire, do not stay in the house, get out
of the house and call 911 from a neighbor’s home or cell phone. Be
sure that younger children know what to do in an emergency by
giving them an assigned meeting place. Remember it’s also critical to stay low when escaping a fire. Standing up can be deadly as
heat and toxic gasses fill a burning room from the top down. It’s
also a good habit to sleep with bedroom doors closed. This slows or
prevents the spread of a fire as well as toxic gasses and smoke. The
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reports that roughly
70 percent of home fire deaths result from fires in homes without
smoke alarms or working smoke alarms. Since one-quarter of all
fires start during typical sleeping hours of 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
and more than one-half of all fire related deaths occur during this
period, a working smoking detector might be the only thing that
averts tragedy.
Keith Crimen, Jr., fire inspector with the city of Kenner Fire
Department told us that “This year’s ‘Fire Prevention’ theme is
‘Working Smoke Detectors Save Lives – Test Yours Every Month!”
Mr. Crimen wants all Kenner residents to know that the fire department is giving out free smoke detectors during the month of
October (one per resident until supplies last) at the fire department headquarters located at 2226 Williams Boulevard. In addition,

residents that already have smoke detectors can get free replacement batteries for their detectors.
Electrical related fires can be caused by a number of conditions including an overloaded wall socket or an extension cord with
too many devices plugged in, faulty extension cords and frayed wiring. Often, residents know about an electrical problem but don’t
take action until it is too late. Mr. Crimen said that, in 2014, the
KPD has responded to over 100 calls for electrical arcing or burning wires and an electrician was able to correct the problem before
a fire occurred.
Lastly, don’t leave your home when your clothes dryer or dishwasher are running. These devices have heating elements that can
fail and start a fire in an instant. Preparing, planning and practicing for a fire ahead of time can mean the difference between serious injury or death and surviving a tragedy.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and
licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady
Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie,
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Knee pain
from page 9

who fail extensive nonsurgical treatment may benefit from realignment procedures. Cartilage restoration procedures for the patellofemoral joint have been met with mixed results. Isolated replacement of the patellofemoral joint for severe cartilage degeneration is
infrequently performed. In order to accurately diagnose and treat the
causes of anterior knee pain, an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon
is recommended.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon
with over 14 years of experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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Treasure Chest Casino offers many treats this October
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
Trick or treat? I often wondered
growing up where or how this expression came about. Why do we say “trick
or treat” as kids when asking for candy
throughout the neighborhood. Was it a
multiple choice as to what we wanted from the home owner, a trick or
a treat? If that was the case I certainly always wanted the treat (can
you say “Tootsie Roll”). A little research however, revealed this expression is a way of telling people “I will prank you if you don’t appease me
with candy.” Long ago on what is now Halloween night, people would
go around town to collect treats for the harvest festival. And, people
also believed that on Halloween night “creatures from the underworld”
were able to walk free on the earth. In an attempt to stay safe and
blend in with these creatures people would dress up as spirits themselves. As a result when someone came to their door they would not
know if they were looking at a person collecting food for the festival or
something less friendly wanting to cause mayhem, so a gift of food was
given, which ensured they would remain safe.
Times have certainly changed and with the passage of many years,

Halloween has become a holiday for us to have fun and to take a break
from our everyday routines. At Treasure Chest, we try to make every
day fun and offer a place for you to take a break amongst friends and
neighbors.
In October, join us every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.
for your chance to swipe and win up to $1,000 Slot Dollars in our Tombstone Tuesday Kiosk Bonus. Simply earn 200 points to swipe at the kiosk to play. Plus, earn an additional 1,000 points for an opportunity to
swipe at the kiosk a second time for another chance to win up to $1,000
Slot Dollars. Every swipe is a guaranteed winner!
Join us on Friday, October 10 and 24 from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00
p.m. where selected winners will play our Ghoulish Giveaway to instantly win $500 up to $1,000 Slot Dollars!
Then on Halloween Night (October 31), join us from 7:00 p.m.
until 11:00 p.m. as we give away a total of $25,000 Slot Dollars. Hourly
drawings from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. will provide 31 total winners (six
each hour/seven at 11:00 p.m. drawing) of $310 Slot Dollars. Then at
11:15 p.m., all 31 previous winners will have an additional chance to
win Slot Dollars ranging from $131 up to $1,031 with the final quali-

fier winning the grand prize of $10,031 Slot Dollars. It should be one
spooktacular night!
Come join us, as each day is a celebration at Treasure Chest Casino! Come out and enjoy the celebration with friends and family. The
team members at Treasure Chest look forward to spending a wicked
time with you this October.
As usual, players must be 21 or older to enter casino and rules and
restrictions apply. Visit Treasure Chest for full details.
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information
visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

October brings live entertainment and fun for Treasure Chest
Casino visitors
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s
Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through

•

Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is the weekly list of entertainment, schedule and times subject to change.

Wed., Oct. 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Oct. 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats

Fri., Oct. 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Blue Eyed Soul Review

Sat., Oct. 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
John Pierre and Expressions

Thurs., Oct. 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Fri., Oct. 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Rafters

Sat., Oct. 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Fri., Oct. 3
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Midnight Special

Sat., Oct. 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Lifesavers

Sun., Oct. 19
Noon/6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/ WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., Oct. 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies show
7:30 p.m.-11p.m.
N.O. Football Game (no sound)

Sat., Oct. 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Esplanade

Sun., Oct. 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Oct. 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., Oct. 5
Noon/6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/ WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Oct. 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Oct. 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Private Party

Wed., Oct. 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Oct. 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Fri., Oct. 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Seabrook

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Steven A. Watts

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1

1/25/13 7:33 PM

Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

Wed., Oct. 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., Oct. 30
7:25 p.m.-11:30 p.m.
N.O. Football Game

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Fri., Oct. 31
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Meanies

4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811
0912_Watts.indd 1

Tickets for 26th annual Saints Hall of Fame induction
luncheon, gala now on sale
Tickets for the 26th annual Saints Hall of Fame Induction Luncheon and the 15th annual All Saints Night Gala are now on sale
through Ticketmaster.com at the links provided above.
The induction luncheon is set for Friday, November 14 at noon
at Chateau Golf and Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard
in Kenner. Former New Orleans Saints quarterback Aaron Brooks and
former Saints kicker John Carney will be formally inducted into the
Hall of Fame while long-time game day field crew members Al Nastasi
and Tony Piazza will receive the Joe Gemelli Fleur de Lis award. Visit
www.ticketmaster.com/event/1B004D2CA928437B.

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

The cost of the luncheon is $60 per person or $600 per table of 10.
The gala is set for Saturday, November 15 from 6:00 p.m.-10:00
p.m. at Club XLIV at Champions Square. The cost is $75 per person.
25 restaurants/caterers will cater the event, attended by New Orleans
Saints alumni from around the country and Saints executives. Visit
www.ticketmaster.com/event/1B004D2CAAA244D9.
All proceeds benefit the non-profit Saints Hall of Fame Museum,
located at Gate B on the plaza level of the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.
For more information, call 471-2192 or email kentrahan@aol.com.

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

8/24/12 10:08 PM

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Opening non-traditional financial accounts
By Rafael E. Saddy
Opening a financial account without
a social security number (SSN) is possible
with an individual taxpayer identification
number (ITIN). What is an ITIN? It is a
tax processing number issued by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). It is a ninedigit number that always begins with the number 9 and has a 7 or 8 in the
fourth digit, example 9XX-7X-XXXX.
The IRS issues ITINs to individuals who are required to have a U.S.
taxpayer identification number but do not have, and are not eligible to
receive a SSN from the Social Security Administration (SSA).
ITINs are issued regardless of immigration status because both resident and nonresident aliens may have U.S. tax return and payment responsibilities under the Internal Revenue Code.
What are the advantages of obtaining an ITIN? It can be used to
provide financial histories through credit bureau agencies (Equifax, Transunion and Experian) and chexsystems which are taxpayer identification
number (TIN)-generated. Another advantage to obtaining an ITIN is the
ability to pay taxes as well as, it opens the eligibility to apply for financial
services within the banking industry or various credit unions.
The ITIN is for federal tax purposes only. An ITIN does not entitle any
one to Social Security benefits and does not change an immigration status
or any right to work in the U.S. Also, individuals filing tax return using an
ITIN are not eligible for the earned income credit (EIC). Effective January
1, 2013 ITINs will expire after five years. Taxpayers who still need an ITIN
after the expiration period must reapply for a number.

The IRS offers several suggestions for taxpayers to help protect
themselves against scams and identity theft. Don’t carry your ITIN card
with you and don’t give out your ITIN without being diligent. Protect
your financial information by checking your credit report every 12
months. Protect your personal computers by using firewalls and changing passwords for Internet accounts. Don’t give personal information
over the phone, mail or the Internet unless you are sure of the recipient.
Taxpayers also should be very careful when choosing a tax preparer. While most preparers provide excellent service to their clients, a
few unscrupulous return preparers file false and fraudulent tax returns
and ultimately defraud their clients. It is important to know that even
if someone else prepares your return, you are ultimately responsible for
all the information on the tax return.
For additional information you contact the IRS at 1-800-829-3676
or get publications at www.irs.gov/formspubs.
Community announcements
Sept. 15 - Oct 15 – “Hispanic Heritage Month” initiated by Congress in 1968 to celebrate the diverse cultures, traditions and valuable
contributions of Hispanic/Latino people in the United States. For activities information in the metro area call 464-4619.
Oct. 11 – Que Pasa Fest 2014 festival is an extension of the Latin
bilingual cultural show, “¿Que Pasa New Orleans?” and celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month. For additional information call 615-9070.
Oct. 11 – Hispanic-American Musicians and Artists’ Cultural Association, Inc. present Carnaval Latino. For information call 528-8560.

Oct. 12 – Audubon Zoo presents Celebración Latina at the
Audubon Zoo. Music, entertainment, cultural presentations, folkloric dances, cuisine and community outreach agencies. For information call 212-5253.
Oct. 24 – Unidad Hispanoamericana: General meeting and
event planning for Holiday at the Mall event. For information call
466-1483.
Oct. 25 – Asociación de Guatemala en Louisiana coronation and
gala dance for the 2014-2015 Senorita Guatemala Queen at the Jefferson Orleans North in Metairie from 9:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. Music by
Ovi’G & the Froggies (Los Ranas). For information call 810-8831.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various
programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of
issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information
and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the KTV
logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Diversity, discover the difference,
celebrate the unique.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on
the board of directors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence
should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Community
Very, very large dollhouse built by Metairie residents on
display at East Bank Regional Library
Villa Lilia, a 350-pound, Barbie-scale dollhouse, is now on exhibit
at the East Bank Regional Library located at 4747 W. Napoleon Avenue
in Metairie.
The dollhouse currently resides in the main hall of the library, outside the entrance of the gift shop operated by the Friends of the Jefferson Public Library. The dollhouse is roughly six feet in length and almost
four feet in height. The interior contains two bedrooms, one bathroom,
a kitchen, a den and a dining/living room combination. It is occupied by
more than one dozen Barbie and Ken dolls.
The house was created from 1982 to 1984 by Metairie residents
Lilia and Clifford Hubbard. Mrs. Hubbard, a native of Guatemala, said
she originally purchased a Barbie doll for her daughter but her daughter
wasn’t interested. But Hubbard says she loved them from the start and
wanted a house to hold them. She designed the house and made the
furniture inside.
To make the furniture, she studied the furnishings in her own

home and sketched the pieces she wanted. She then carved pieces from
wood, sandpapered each piece and then embellished them to create
what she envisioned. She also created the furniture and the small animal carvings and holiday symbols that adorn the inside.
Cliff Hubbard used almost 4,000 bricks for the exterior of the house,
which he made by taking one regular sized brick and cutting it to create
10 smaller bricks to fit the scale of the house. He made 300 shingles in a
similar manner and created the electrical work in the home.
The house will be on exhibit at the East Bank Regional Library for
approximately five months and will then be transferred to the West Bank
Regional Library where it will be on display for another five months. It
will then be returned to the owners.
For more information regarding this presentation, contact Chris
Smith, manager of adult programming for the library, at 889-8143 or wcsmith@jplibrary.net.

K-9 for Warriors fundraiser to be held November 1
“A Toast to our Heroes, New Orleans” is a food, wine and beer
tasting event being held to raise funds for K9s for Warriors training programs. The event will be held on Saturday, November 1, 2014
from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00.p.m. at the Deutsches Haus, located at 1023
Ridgewood Drive in Metairie. Master of Ceremonies will be Eric
Paulsen, WWL-TV morning anchor. The event will offer lots of food
from local area restaurants, as well as a silent auction. Entertainment will include The John Martin Davis Band as well as various
military songs performed by local singers.
“K9s for Warriors” is a 501(c)(3) organization, founded in Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida by Shari Duval. “K9s for Warriors” is dedicated
to providing service canines to warriors suffering from post-traumatic stress and/or traumatic brain injury as a result of military service
post 9/11. The goal is to give a new “leash on life” to rescue dogs and
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military heroes, empowering our warriors to return to civilian life
with dignity and independence. Recently, a second Louisiana hero
graduated from the “K9s for Warriors” program.
Sponsorships are available for $500, which includes two reserved seats. Individual tickets are available for $75 per person.
Tickets can be purchased on the Facebook Page, “A Toast to Our
Heroes New Orleans” or at the Deutsches Haus. Make checks payable to A Toast To Our Heroes, New Orleans. For more information
contact Homer Minshew at 432-2873 or Bonny Milligan at 264-2988.
All ticket proceeds go to “K9s for Warriors.”
For more information on K9s for Warriors and to view photos of graduates with their K9 companions visit their website at
www.k9sforwarriors.org.
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Government
State Representative Willmott receives fifth
business award
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Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com
www.realtyexecutives.com

Se la

3525 Hessmer Avenue • Suite 301 • Metairie, LA 70002
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”
State Representative Tom Willmott was honored on August 22, 2014, with his fifth Legis-Gator
Business Champion Award at the Chamber Southwest Louisiana’s annual luncheon. The award is given
to every state legislator who has voted with the chamber more than 70 percent of the time. Willmott
represents middle and south Kenner, Bunche Village subdivision, parts of Metairie and St. Rose.

Deutsches Haus
from page 1

organization dedicated to preserving German culture, language and heritage in the New Orleans area.
Each Friday and Saturday from October 10
through October 25, visitors will enjoy live music
performances, unique events and German food
and beer. Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni will tap
the first beer keg on the opening Friday.
Nearly a dozen musical acts will perform during Oktoberfest. German bands performing live
are Das Ist Lustig, Prost, The Brats, Der Guten Tag
Hop Cloppers the Bayou Bavarians. Also scheduled to perform are the Pfister Sisters and the 610
Stompers.
A dachshund race will be held at 3:00 p.m.
on Saturday, October 25 and a beer stein holding
contest will be held at 6:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. and 9:30
p.m. every day of the festival. An Oktober 5K Walk/
Run is scheduled for Saturday, October 18.
A special Kinder Zone filled with children’s
activities will be added this year.
The Oktoberfest menu will feature a variety of traditional German entrees, appetizers
and desserts with a different special entrée and
soup each weekend. Schnitzel, grilled bratwurst
and Weisswurst on Brötchen, kielbasa on a stick,

warm buttered salted pretzels, the German pizza
Flammkuchen, Weisswurst and knackwurst along
with char grilled hamburgers, chicken nuggets,
corn nuggets and French fries will be offered
each weekend. Sides of sauerkraut, red cabbage,
creamed potatoes and warm German potato salad
are available. There will also be 16 different German beers available. “Oktoberfest is one of the
most anticipated events in Kenner and a tremendous boost for Rivertown, which sees the biggest
crowds of the year during the three Oktoberfest
weekends,” Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni said.
“This is a high-quality event that is perfect for the
entire family. If you are one of the few who hasn’t
tried this festival dedicated to the German culture
and heritage in the metropolitan area, you are
missing a fantastic experience.”
On the three weekends of the festival, the
doors will open on Fridays at 4:00 p.m. and close
at 11:00 p.m. On Saturdays, the festival will run
from 1:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. Admission is $6
at the door. There is no charge for children under
12. Members of the active military are welcomed
without charge.
For more information on the schedule, to
join Deutsches Haus or to volunteer for the event,
visit www.OktoberfestNola.com.

Advertise in the

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert Closing Assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
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Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender
Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?
A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.
BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable
Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.
CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

Reverse Mortgage
Professionals

504-834-1190

Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox

468-9125

NMLS # 685994

8 bankofneworleans.net
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come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.

River Parishes Hospital to join Ochsner
Health System

Nobody does it
better than us!
We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 Tvs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

oPeN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. dJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

come early on Sunday
for our bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

First Saints preseason game-Friday, Aug. 8. First regular season game-Sept. 7.
First LSU game-Aug. 30. First NFL regular season-Thursday, Sept. 4.
We hAve yoU covered ThUrSdAy-MoNdAy For FooTbALL.
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Big Easy is a Kenner er
cent
Food Bank collection

We Sell Boxes &
Packing Supplies
Including… Mattress Bags
Dish & Glass Packing Kits
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes

On September 9, 2014, River Parishes Hospi- will continue to provide the most essential services –
tal, an acute-care hospital in LaPlace announced
emergency, outpatient diagnostic and primary care
its plans to join Ochsner Health System, a national
services – allowing patients to continue to receive
referral center and one of the Gulf South’s leading
the care they need close to home. Ochsner Health
health systems. The acquisition of River Parishes by
System has an outstanding reputation for clinical exOchsner will help ensure the delivery of essential, cellence throughout this region, and River Parishes
high quality healthcare services to people in St. John
already has clinical collaborations with several of
the Baptist Parish into the future.
its providers and facilities. As part of its system, the
Under the terms of a definitive agreement
new outpatient medical facility at River Parishes will
between Ochsner and River Parishes’ parent com- have great opportunities to provide better coordinapany, LifePoint Hospitals, Ochsner will operate River
tion of care for the region and improve access to a
Parishes as an outpatient medical facility, providing
range of medical services.”
emergency, outpatient diagnostic and primary care
“Regional coordination of care has never been
services, so patients can continue to receive the care
more important,” said Warner Thomas, president
they need close to home. Additionally, Ochsner will
and chief executive officer of Ochsner Health System.
use its existing partnerships with St. Charles and “Ochsner and River Parishes have worked together
St. James Parish Hospitals and work closely with its
to care for people in southeast Louisiana for many
medical center in Kenner to meet all local needs for
years. As part of the integrated Ochsner Health Syssurgery and inpatient care. Ochsner’s vision is to de- tem, River Parishes will have the support needed to
velop a brand new, modern medical facility focused
remain committed to serving their patients while
on emergency, primary care, laboratory and radiol- allowing improved access to specialty services. This
ogy services with advanced technology within the
new collaborative model of care is an effective apnext 18 to 24 months.
proach to ensure access to affordable, high quality
“River Parishes has experienced many chal- healthcare in the community.”
lenges in the changing healthcare environment, inThe acquisition is expected to be completed by
cluding reductions in reimbursement and significant
November 1, 2014. The River Parishes, LifePoint and
declines in patient utilization,” said Alan Daugherty, Ochsner teams are working diligently to make this
chief executive officer of River Parishes Hospital. “We
transition as seamless as possible for patients, emare pleased that, as part of Ochsner, River Parishes
ployees, physicians and the community.

Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474
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Announces 9TH Children’s Memorial Walk
SUNDAY October 12,
12, 201
2014 10:00 AM
2 mile walk begins at the Children’s Memorial Garden
Lafreniere Park, 3000 Downs Blvd., Metairie, LA
Registration: Begins at 8:30 AM on day of Walk. The cost is $15 before
September 28th ($20 after & on day of Walk); includes a T-shirt and race-style
bib to write the children’s names in whose memory you are walking. Hot dogs,
chili and drinks will be served after the walk.
Call Denise St. Pierre (504-265-0581) for a registration form or
print one from our website www.tcfneworleans.com
The Compassionate Friends invites bereaved families, relatives, friends and the community
to join us as we “Walk to Remember” all beloved children who have died. Whether you
walk the two miles or just a hundred feet is not important. What matters is that you take
this time to show your love for these special children who have gone too soon.
HAVE YOUR CHILD REMEMBERED:
If you cannot participate in the walk but would like your child remembered, we will write
the child’s name on the bib that our members carry during the walk. You can submit your
own child’s name or the child of a relative or friend.
Donations are optional but would be greatly appreciated.
To submit a child’s name to be carried, call Denise St. Pierre (504-265-0581) to get a form or
print one from our website www.tcfneworleans.com
All funds raised will be used to help with chapter expenses such as paper and postage to
print and mail our monthly newsletter. More importantly the funds raised from the Walk
will help us to reach out with friendship, love and especially “hope” to bereaved families.
Join us in the Children’s Memorial Walk to show your love for those special children who
now live on in your heart and who will always be remembered.
“To live in the hearts of those who love us is not to die.”
*The Compassionate Friends is a non-profit self-help organization offering friendship,
understanding and hope to bereaved families that have experienced the death of a child. The
Greater New Orleans Chapter meets on the 2nd Monday each month at East Jefferson
General Hospital in Metairie. For information on meetings, call Denise St. Pierre 504-2650581. For information on the Walk or engraved bricks in the Children’s Memorial Garden,
call Denise St. Pierre (504-265-0581). Also visit our website www.tcfneworleans.com The
National Office can be called toll free 1-877-969-0010 or visit their website at
www.compassionatefriends.org.
“We need not walk alone. We are The Compassionate Friends.”

Jumonville
from page 1

– even though there were doubters – and even
though our promises were the same as those
made by other Kenner officials for nearly two
decades,” Yenni said.
“I can tell you that I talked to plenty of residents who thought we would never tear down
that building,” said Reynaud. “But I made a
promise – not just about the Jumonville house
but for all blighted property in the district. I can
understand why some may have doubted the city.
After all, it’s taken nearly 20 years. But a promise
is a promise, and it’s important for residents to
know that we take our promises seriously.”
A second blighted property owned by the
Jumonvilles on Martinique Avenue was demolished in 2009. Reynaud said District 3 residents
should expect more demolitions of blighted

district property in the months to come.
Reynaud added that a four-plex in the 3600
block of Martinque Avenue has already gone
through the city council demolition hearing procedure and two more structures, on Connecticut
Avenue and Trinidad Drive, will soon be added to
the list. There is money available for the demolitions because Reynaud led the way to transfer
$70,000 from the council budget to go to the code
enforcement department for demolitions.
Yenni said the demolition speaks highly to
the dedication and expertise of his administration and all the city employees involved – from
code enforcement directors and inspectors to
members of the legal department.
“I have always stressed the importance of
hiring the most qualified people and letting
them do their jobs,” Yenni said. “This is a great
example how that has immeasurably improved
life for the residents of Driftwood.”

Power
from page 1

Conley later ran for the Kenner Councilman-atlarge seat, won and took office July 1, 2014.
“Mr. Gruntz had more than 30 years of experience in governmental law. There is no doubt
he was a rare find and a good friend,” Yenni said.
“While we can never replace Louis, I believe we
are extremely fortunate to have found someone
with many years of experience – specifically
tackling Kenner’s legal issues -– to keep this city
moving forward.”
Power was first hired as a litigator in 1971
by Hubert Vondenstein. Vondenstein served as
Kenner’s City Attorney under the administration of Joseph S. Yenni, Mayor Michael Yenni’s

grandfather.
Power is well versed in Kenner’s City Charter, as he also worked for Ansardi, Maxwell and
Power, the outside firm that handled all of the
city of Kenner’s legal matters from the 1980s
through the early 2000s. Former Kenner Mayor
Ed Muniz brought the city attorney’s office inhouse in 2006, which resulted in significant cost
savings for the city.
Power holds his Juris Doctorate from
Loyola University and has been practicing law
for over 40 years.
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from page 1

every eight American women. Natalie Newton,
deputy chief administrative officer in the Yenni
administration, says, “Our prayer is that we can
soon make breast cancer something that women used to worry about. The funds we raise as a
community for breast cancer research, patient
care and support groups bring closer the day
when we can say to our daughters that breast
cancer, like polio and tuberculosis, was an awful disease that once struck fear in the hearts of
American women but is no longer a threat.”
Kenner’s big plans for Breast Cancer
Awareness Month include temporary pink lighting throughout the city, free events and a human pink ribbon. Pink ribbons will be available
at all city events and will be displayed during
the month on fences in Heritage Park and other
areas along Williams Boulevard in Rivertown to
acknowledge survivors or remember those who
lost their battle.
Mayor Yenni is urging Kenner businesses

Mobile app
from page 1

approaching tropical system,” Waguespack said.
“Imagine picking up a child from school and relying
on an emergency alert to take a different route home
to avoid an accident site.”
Another goal of the app is to make a busy life on
the go for residents, businesses and visitors a little
more convenient and productive. “Statistics show
that mobile Internet access enabled by smartphones
and tablets has nearly doubled the amount of time
spent online since 2010,” Waguespack said. “Americans are spending an average of two hours per day on
their mobile devices, and the average U.S. consumer
is never more than three feet away from his or her
phone. These are staggering statistics that drive
home the fact that a city of Kenner application filled
with information would be a great convenience.”
“People are increasingly relying on their cell
phones as they manage their busy days,” Mayor Yenni
said. “This is a way to make city services and informa-

AAU returns to Kenner
from page 1

back to Kenner,” Chief Administrative Officer
Mike Quigley said at the council meeting. “This is
very good news for us.”
It didn’t take long for Kenner’s association with the JCVB to pay off as the organization
helped to win the 2016 event with a bid that was
turned in to AAU officials in September of 2012.
The AAU awards tournaments in three-year blocks
and Kenner was awarded the 2016 championship.
“I know there were some people who wondered if Kenner would ever win back the AAU tournament after cutting ties with the Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau,” Mayor Yenni said. “But
the JCVB has worked hard to bring events to the
city and the AAU tournament for 2016 is just one
of their successes, with the help of our recreation
department and the Pontchartrain Center.”
Violet Peters, president and chief executive officer of the JCVB, said the group focuses on a wide
range of potential events to bring to Kenner. “The
JCVB works very hard to continue to grow sports

“Paint Party” canvas

tion more easily available in a mobile format.”
Yenni praised Kenner District 3 Councilman
Keith Reynaud as an advocate of online technology
and for his strong support of the Kenner app. The
mayor also commended Waguespack for her role in
increasing Kenner’s online presence. In Yenni’s first
term, Waguespack oversaw the overhaul of Kenner’s
outdated website and the launch of social media out
lets; now, she has supervised the process leading to a
city of Kenner app.
“The fact that we are the first in Jefferson Parish
to develop an app indicates what a significant accomplishment this is, and I am proud to have Valerie as a
key member of the forward thinking Kenner team,”
said Yenni.
Other functions available on the app include:
A listing of all city departments, including the
main email and phone numbers to the director and
different sections of the department.
A direct connection to the city’s Twitter and
Facebook pages.
A link to the Kenner Kalendar, which lists
events as well as other potential markets including
association and religious meetings,” Peters said.
Marroccoli said there are big plans to wow
AAU players and their families with an elaborate
opening ceremony at the Pontchartrain Center
that is scheduled to include a Mardi Gras parade
providing individual players the chance to experience a mini Carnival atmosphere inside the Pontchartrain Center.
The championship games and the athlete
party after the tournament will be held at the
Pontchartrain Center. Teams will be assigned to
one of Kenner’s nine gyms so there will be plenty
of opportunity for practices before and during the
tournament, said Linda Maher of the Jefferson
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Maher and Peters said officials are awaiting
news on the time frame to put in bids for the AAU
championships to be held 2017, 2018 and 2019.
“Just as soon as that opportunity arises, we
will jump on that,” she said. “With us partnering
together with the Recreation Department and the
Pontchartrain Center, and the experience of successfully earning this event, we are very hopeful
to bring more AAU championships to Kenner.”

to adopt a temporary pink color scheme for October and pick out a time of the day or an entire
week when a portion of the proceeds will be given to any of several excellent organizations that
are part of the fight against breast cancer.
As part of Kenner going “pink” in October, a
kickoff event for Kenner city employees will be
held on October 1 at Veterans Park culminating
in an 11:00 a.m. balloon release honoring those
who are breast cancer survivors and those who
lost their fight to the deadly disease. An attempt
will be made to arrange city workers, dressed in
pink, to for the shape of a memorial ribbon.
On Friday, October 3, the city’s Heritage
Park will be the site of a “Music in the Park”
event offering live entertainment by Groovy 7
from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. Food, drinks and
local vendors will be on hand. On Saturday, October 4, “The Pink Panther” will be shown on a
25-foot screen at a special “Movies in the Park,”
also in Heritage Park, located at 2105 Fourth
Street. Food, drinks and crafts will be available
for purchase.
Also on October 3, children in the after-

events throughout the city on a monthly basis.
A photo gallery showing pictures of the latest
events and happenings in the city.
A link to the Entergy street light repair form, to
notify utility officials if a light is out on your block.
A link to the latest press releases issued by the
city.
The “City Kam” – which will accept pictures

school programs at Martin Luther King and Hispanic resource centers will hold a special “Hands
on Cancer” celebration at the Kenner Community
Development Office at 5Also on October 3, children in the after-school programs at Martin Luther King and Hispanic resource centers will hold
a special “Hands on Cancer” celebration at the
Kenner Community Development Office at 524
Williams Boulevard starting at 6:00 p.m.
For more information on these, how to participate or to receive additional details as they develop
visit www.kenner.la.us or contact Kenner Leisure
Services Manager Kerri Diaz at 468-7268.

of you and your family having fun around Kenner.
“It doesn’t take long to realize that many people
rely on their cell phones throughout the day,” said
Mayor Yenni. “Just look at people eating at any restaurant. Our goal was to make this app both fun and
useful, and I think we have done exactly that. This is
an example of just one more service that any progressive city should make available to its citizens.”
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474

MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!

Super rent SpecialS!
call for Details!

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

Call
for Details!

24

N!
O
I
T
C
E
OT
!
NE PR
enner

CA

HURRI

e in K

torag
s
d
e
t
a

r flooded
e
v
e
N
•
aluables
v
t
c
e
t
o
r
P

t
Highes

wind-r

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
KENNER, LA
PERMIT NO. 49

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

OCTOBER 2014
www.kennerstar.com

