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Construction of $650 million new airport terminal scheduled to begin August 2015
By Allan Katz
Officials at the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport say that design of the
planned $650 million new north terminal is now
underway with construction scheduled to begin
in August 2015. It will be the largest construction
project in Kenner history.
Armstrong’s Director of Aviation Iftikhar Ahmad said teams of engineers and architects are now
working on the design and construction schedule.
The project goal is to complete the new terminal by
2018 when New Orleans – and the metro area – will
be celebrating the 300th anniversary of the founding
of the city by French explorers who anchored their
ship in the Mississippi River adjacent to what is now
the Vieux Carre.

The new terminal is proposed to be located between Veterans Boulevard and the airport’s east/west
runway with an entrance starting at Loyola Drive off
of Veterans Boulevard.
Until the new terminal is completed, the existing terminal on Airline Drive will continue to serve
the airlines and flying public as it has since 1946.
Heading the construction team for the new terminal is the “Construction Manager at Risk” team of
Hunt Gibbs Boh Metro Joint Venture (HGBM). The
design for the new terminal is to be completed by
February 2015. Construction documents are to be
completed by June 2015. By July 2015, the HGBM
joint venture will give the New Orleans Aviation
Board a guaranteed maximum price. Tentative
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Artist rendering of North Terminal
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Kenner Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council selects
new members for 2014-2015

Farmer’s market
success leads to making
it a weekly event
By Allan Katz
When Kenner’s Farmer’s Market began in Rivertown in May, 2012, it was decided to hold the event on
the first and third Saturdays of each month from 8:00
a.m. to noon.
“That was fine at first but then the crowds kept
getting larger and the number of vendors kept increasing,” says Nancy Ladner, a city of Kenner employee
who is director of the Farmer’s Market. “Now, because
of our success and the increasing demand, we’re going
to hold the farmer’s market every Saturday and we’re
going to be open until 1:00 p.m. Obviously, we’re very
excited about this, our vendors are very excited and

Photo by Barry Sprague

Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council, sworn in October 16, 2014
Thirteen new members have been selected
“The first year was a great learning experito be a part of the 2014-2015 Mayor’s Youth Ad- ence – both for the kids on the council and for
visory Council (MYAC) in Kenner and are set to
myself and city council members,” Yenni said.
join the group in its second year offering a youth- “These young people are smart and committed,
ful perspective on important issues to Kenner
and considering that they are our future leaders,
officials.
it only makes sense to get their feedback and inMayor Michael S. Yenni created the Youth
put on some of the important decisions we make.”
Council last year as a way to include the opinions
The 13 incoming members join eight existing
of the future leaders of Kenner and to introduce
page 19
the teens to the ins and outs of local government.

Santa Claus to open Christmas Village
in Rivertown in early December
The city of Kenner’s Christmas Village in
Rivertown will open on Friday, December 5, 2014.
Ken Marroccoli, Kenner’s Director of Parks
and Recreation, said, “Santa Claus will be visiting Christmas Village every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from December 5 through December 20
and will also be available for pictures every day
the Christmas Village is open.”

Santa will arrive at Christmas
Village on Friday, December 5, at 5:30 p.m. Mayor Michael S. Yenni will
greet Santa and light up the village as it is transformed into a winter wonderland created with
a snow machine. Vince Vance and the Valiants
page 19

I’m sure the public is going to respond.”
Among those who are delighted by the changes
is Linda Bertucci, whose farm is located just east of
Amite. She has not missed a farmer’s market since the
beginning. “We love the Kenner Farmer’s Market,” she
says. “It’s just like neighbors getting together over the
back fence. The people who come to the farmer’s market are just wonderful and they’re not just from Kenner.
We draw from throughout the region.”
Bertucci says her best sellers are her homegrown tomatoes, followed by kale. “People tell us that
kale is the new spinach,” she says. “The market for
kale keeps getting bigger.”
page 18

Kenner seeks volunteers
for RivertownComing
Board of in December
Directors and committees
By Allan Katz
The city of Kenner is looking for volunteers to
serve on committees that will play a vital role in the
development of Rivertown.
Mike Ince, the city’s special projects administrator, says the new organizational structure is
part of the state’s Main Street Program that has accepted Rivertown as part of Louisiana’s effort to enhance the state’s historic districts, including original
downtowns and residential neighborhoods that date
back to the 19th and early 20th centuries. The four
committees that make up the Main Street Program
are economic restructuring, promotion, design and
organization.

Ince, who has also been named Kenner’s Main
Street Manager by Mayor Michael S. Yenni says everyone is welcome to be part of the Main Street organizational structure. “We’re being very inclusive,”
said Ince. “No one is being excluded. We encourage
community members to be a part of the revitalization process in Rivertown. Business and property
owners in Rivertown have created a 501C3 called
the Historic Rivertown Redevelopment Association
that will be the fundraising arm of the Rivertown
Main Street Program. The board of directors will
set policy and the committees will develop the programs that will move Rivertown forward.”
“We have filled many slots on the board of directors and committees but we will always accept
page 18
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Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

NOW Open Every Saturday • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_1114.indd 1

10/24/14 8:29 PM

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Dream to Fly

Holiday in the Market
Rivertown Farmers Market Arts & Craft Fair
November 15, 2014
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn
how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

410 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, Louisiana

Outdoor Show with Free Admission & Parking!
Fried Turkey Demo at 10:00 a.m. by Troy Gendusa
Owner and Operator of Gendusa’s Family Delights!

Laser HoLidays
Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation of
seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life
through a dazzling display of laser lights and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the
modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Season of Light –

N ew S How !

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas? • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah? • What did the Wise Men really see in the East?
Find these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky at the time
of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GEnEral Public - SaTurdayS Only H box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show H children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

Holiday Market_114.indd 1

KennerFP_1114.indd 1

MegadomeAd_1114.indd 1

For more info call or email Nancy Ladner
(504) 468-7211 • nladner@kenner.la.us

10/24/14 8:28 PM

10/24/14 8:30 PM

10/24/14 8:29 PM
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Now

opeN
2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

287-4492

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Low Gas Prices
Fill your

ProPane
tank
Sold By the Gallon

Thanksgiving Turkey Frying
20 PaCk

longneck Bottles

16.99

Bud Coors Lite Bud Lite Miller Lite

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Ice Cold keg Beer

!
o
G
To

24 pk suitcase

18.99

Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

theicehousekenner.com
469-3503

(APY)*

open thanksgiving day until noon

—or—

ice house express will not be open on thanksgiving
IceHouse_1114.indd 1

10/24/14 8:34 PM

Two Great Locations In Kenner

SAINTS LSU TULANE

Football Party
Catering
Call ahead to order - 465-9444

Buffalo wings, chicken tenders, jambalaya,
mini po-boys, mini muffalettas,wraps, etoufee,
pasta, salads, boiled shrimp, meatballs, dips, pastries
Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Everyday
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm
6:45 am - 10 pm
www.chateaucafe.com

ChateauCafe_0913.indd 1

1.51%

8/24/13 10:38 AM

0.10%

paid on
balances up
to $20,000 if the
qualifications are met.
will be paid if the
qualifications
are not met.

(APY)*

QUALIFICATIONS
• Have at least 12 Gulf Coast Bank & Trust issued debit card
transactions post and settle during the monthly qualification cycle.**
• Have at least 1 automatic payment (ACH), direct
deposit, or Gulf Coast Bank online bill payment
post and settle during the monthly
qualification cycle.

VISIT A BRANCH OR GO ONLINE. | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APYs accurate as of 10/01/2014. Rates may change at any time. Minimum to
open is $20.00. If qualifications are met during each monthly qualification cycle: balances up to $20,000 receive
1.51% APY and balances over $20,000 earn 0.76% interest rate on portion of balance over $20,000, resulting
in 1.51% – 0.76% APY depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY.
**ATM transactions, including debit card transaction processed by merchants and received by the bank
as ATM transactions, refunds for Point of Sale purchases, and internal transfers do not count towards
qualifying debit card transactions. Qualifying transactions must post and settle to the account during
the monthly qualification cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date the
transaction was made to post to an account. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means your qualification cycle
will always end one business day prior to the statement cycle date. The statement cycle date is the 15th
of the month, except if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday your statement will cut on the Friday before
the 15th. If the 15th falls on a Federal Holiday, your statement will cut on the previous business day.
ATM fees of $4.99 or less per withdrawal will be refunded to your account each cycle that qualifications
are met; up to a limit of $25.00 per qualification cycle. ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle
qualifications are not met. No reimbursement will be made if the ATM fee is $5.00 or greater. $3.85 paper
statement fee or enroll in eStatements to avoid the fee. An active online banking account is required for
eStatements. Fees may reduce earnings. Available for personal accounts only. Limited to one account per
social security number. See banker for complete details.

GCBrateKennerStarhalfpg6843.indd 1

10/17/14 9:27 AM
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Monte Cristo Sandwich
By foodieforone.com

This Thanksgiving, why not forego the traditional
leftover meal and, instead, prepare a gourmet Monte
Cristo sandwich. Your family may welcome the
change and have fun helping to prepare this classic
sandwich using leftover roasted turkey and baked ham.
Building a sandwich, battering it and frying it may sound crazy to you,
but until you try this Monte Cristo, you will never understand.
To build a Monte Cristo, use three slices of a hearty whole wheat bread per sandwich. On one slice,
add a slice or two of your leftover turkey and a slice of Swiss cheese. On another slice of bread add
a slice or two of leftover baked ham and a slice of American cheese. Place the third slice of bread
in the middle and compress the edges of bread and secure sandwich tightly with toothpicks or
skewers at all four corners.
Batter
2 cups all purpose flour; 1 tablespoon baking powder; 1 teaspoon granulated sugar; 1/2 teaspoon
salt; 1 egg; 1 to 1 1/4 cups of water, depending on thinness or thickness of batter preferred

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Carefully dip and coat the sandwich with batter and deep fry in vegetable oil preheated to 375
degrees. Fry sandwich until batter is done and place in a metal colander to drain. Slice in large
triangles, plate and dust with powdered sugar and serve with a side of any version of leftover
Thanksgiving cranberries.

Feijoada
traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice
sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

Brazilian B
urgers

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

start at $5
.75

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
fast
Brearvked
se
Daily
BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd 1

2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm
www.brazilianmarketcafe.com
1/26/14 11:57 AM

Recipe Corner_1114.indd 1

10/24/14 8:36 PM
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from The Editor

Like the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans, the new airport terminal in Kenner will
be a game changer
It will be built without any new taxes. As Mayor
nautical equivalent of a first-round draft choice
By Allan Katz

Make way for
the new Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International
Airport terminal. It will be a catalyst for growth and
development in Kenner, creating thousands of
new jobs. The new terminal will also generate millions of new dollars in sales taxes that will surely
change for the better Kenner’s fiscal outlook.
At the moment, architects, engineers and
other planners are working feverishly on the
design of the new terminal. Its estimated cost is
$650 million. The new North Terminal is proposed
to be located between Veterans Boulevard and
the airport’s east/west runway with an entrance
starting at Loyola Drive off of Veterans Boulevard.
In the same way that the construction of the Louisiana Superdome made the
Poydras Avenue corridor the center of New
Orleans commerce, the construction of the

North Terminal will forever change the land
uses and land values in Kenner’s Veterans
Boulevard corridor.
The new terminal will measure an estimated
650,000 square feet. It is being designed by worldclass architects and hopefully will be considered
one of the finest air terminal buildings in the U.S.
It will create some 13,000 construction jobs, many
of which should go to local residents, including
those in Kenner. The old Armstrong International
never attracted or handled as many as 10 million
passengers. Iftikhar Ahmad, the man who has
made all of this happen, is certain that the new
terminal will quickly find itself serving more than
10 million passengers a year and more airline
flights than south Louisiana has ever seen. Ahmad, 48, is the director of aviation at the airport.
He was selected in 2010 by the New Orleans Aviation Board to fill the open director of aviation seat
at the airport and he has proven to be the aero-

named to the all-conference team as a rookie. If
all goes well, the new terminal should be ready in
2018 – just in time for the region’s 300-year anniversary of the founding of the city of New Orleans.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni says, “There
is no doubt the terminal project can play a significant role in the city’s transformation into a community of choice for young families and businesses. I want to commend New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu, Mr. Ahmad and officials in St. Charles
Parish for the regional cooperation that was necessary to make a huge project like this possible.
We will continue to work very closely with all officials to protect the interests of Kenner, and I am
encouraged by the regional camaraderie that has
been displayed thus far.”
Included in the $650 million budget is an
estimated $72 million power plant project and
an estimated $87 million for a fly-over ramp from
I-10 that will greatly simplify access to the airport.
Ahmad and his team have also done a great job of
identifying funding sources for the new terminal.

Yenni notes, it will be a generator of new tax revenues. Part of the game plan also is to reduce the
current high costs of airlines landing and taking
off from Armstrong International which – if all
goes well – will lead to increases in flights and
increases in the number of visitors served by the
airport.
It is also true that with major change can
come confusion and new problems to be dealt
with. But it’s hard to argue with Mayor Yenni’s
contention that a new airport terminal that will
probably generate $1.7 billion just from construction and $3.2 billion in economic impact on tourism is going to change the Kenner economy and
outlook much for the better. The new Armstrong
International North Terminal is coming and it will
bring big, wholesale positive changes with it.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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Houston today, Louisiana tomorrow?
By Jeff Crouere
In recent weeks,
the country has
learned about a very
surprising political dichotomy. In the politically red state of Texas is a very
liberal, blue city of Houston, which is led by Mayor
Annise Parker, an avowed lesbian activist.
In May, Mayor Parker rammed through the city
council a contentious transgender rights measure
called the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance (HERO),
otherwise known as the “bathroom bill.” It would allow men who self-identify as females to use women’s
public bathrooms and vice versa. Obviously, the
ordinance was controversial and five local pastors
mounted a successful campaign to gather 50,000 signatures to oppose the measure. This was more than
three times the number of signatures necessary to
force a voter referendum on the ordinance.
Despite the overwhelming number of signatures gathered, the city attorney claimed there were
“irregularities” with the petitions, which were summarily dismissed. Thereafter, a lawsuit was filed by
four citizens outraged at such disregard for public
sentiment. A court date has been set for January 19,
2015 to decide this matter.
In the name of fighting discrimination, Houston is engaged in discrimination against heterosexual, gay and lesbian citizens who are not confused
about their gender. Of special concern should be the
women of Houston who should not have to encounter individuals, regardless of their sexual confusion,
with male “equipment” in public bathrooms.
Such criticism and the activities of the outspoken pastors incensed Mayor Parker, who decided to
make the religious leaders pay for their opposition
to her ordinance. Her attorneys sent the pastors subpoenas demanding that they turn over any sermons
or communications that discussed the mayor, homosexuality, gender identity or related issues.

This request was mind-boggling and extremely
United States of America, the country known as the
ill-advised as it clearly violates the First Amendment “Land of the Free.”
rights of free speech and places the pulpit in liberal
Sadly, political correctness is sweeping the napolitical crosshairs.
tion from the movement to remove the name “RedPoliticians have no business haranguing or in- skins” from our vocabulary to the desire to institute
timidating pastors who preach the Word of God. The
transgender rights, no matter how many pastors oppastoral message is for the church congregants, not
pose it and no matter what the Bible says.
the mayor of Houston or any other interfering politiThe passage of HERO and the misguided subcian.
poenas indicate the mayor of Houston has no regard
Not surprisingly, the mayor’s reckless subpoe- for religious liberty. According to U.S. Senator Ted
nas created intense nationwide condemnation. This
Cruz (R-TX) the mayor has “no business asking
forced her to reduce the scope of the subpoenas to
pastors to turn over their sermons.” He called the
just communications related to the “bathroom bill.” subpoenas “un-American” and a “grotesque abuse
However, even with the changes, the subpoenas
of power.”
were met with fierce opposition.
One of the targeted pastors, Hernan Castano,
Clearly, no political demand should ever be
told a Houston television station, “This is not what
recognized by a religious leader. In this case, Mayor America, the nation, is about.” He said the subpoeParker is acting more like a Third World dictator by
nas amounted to intimidation and that the city of
mounting such a campaign. Joe La Rue of the Alli- Houston has “gone too far.”
ance Defending Freedom called the mayor’s move to
Pastor Castano speaks for the vast majority of
limit the subpoenas “wholly inadequate.” He noted Americans, who are sick and tired of political corthat the mayor is still demanding pastoral docu- rectness run amok.
ments and sermons. La Rue’s group filed a lawsuit
Sadly, these types of measures may soon be
in Texas District Court seeking to invalidate the sub- enacted in Louisiana, where some of our large citpoenas since they constitute political “harassment.”
ies like New Orleans are governed by liberal mayors
This outrageous episode once again exposes
such as Mitch Landrieu. As the court challenges conhow liberals love to use the “separation of church
tinue in Houston, the citizens of Louisiana may evenand state” excuse for their own political purposes. tually witness a similar spectacle in our state.
They demand that prayer be removed from public
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
schools and monuments of the Ten Commandments
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
be removed near public buildings, but overlook such
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
a wall of separation when they are on a political
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
witch hunt designed to silence religious leaders.
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
Liberals like Mayor Parker also have a disdain
for free speech. Contrary views opposed to gay mar- weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
riage and transgender rights are not allowed in this
liberal mindset, as the fanatical believers will toler- analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
ate no opposition.
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
This mindset is appropriate for communist
Cuba or China or the old Soviet Union, but not in the
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Youth Council making impact
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
Before we put
together the Kenner
2030 Plan during my
first term as mayor,
my Economic Development Committee authorized research to try to
figure out what people thought of Kenner – both the
positives and the negatives.
One area that the surveys said we could improve upon was the way the city attracts young people to make Kenner their home. Then, a little more
than a year ago, I was approached with the idea of
creating a Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council.
I was happy to give high school kids a look at
how their local government operates. But the first
year for the group was an eye-opener for me and
other elected officials in the city.
The original group of 20 young Kenner resi-

dents attending high school throughout the area
included some of the best and brightest kids in the
metropolitan area. It quickly became clear Kenner
would benefit as much as the Youth Council members.
The group voted to give back to the city –
scheduling a number of fundraisers to benefit Veterans Park and the city’s playgrounds in general.
When City Council members wondered what teens
thought about the 2030 Plan, President Arjun Verma
spoke eloquently about the Youth Council’s support
of corridor improvements as well as beautification,
in general. He agreed with the need for change and
said group members felt strongly that the 2030 Plan
was heading Kenner in the right direction.
I’m proud to say we recently welcomed 13 new
members to the Youth Council. They join eight returning members and are eager to do more, learn

more and have a positive impact on their home
town.
I’m not aware of any other local governments
in the metro area that also have Youth Councils,
but I wouldn’t be surprised if the idea catches on
quickly. These teens represent the young perspective that, frankly, is missing from many important
discussions we have as elected officials.
We need to recognize the changing needs and
desires of a community. This includes taking into
account the interests of today’s young adults. Fortunately, Kenner now has the benefit of 21 young
residents to do just that.
Getting feedback from the Youth Council on
city issues began last year, and this year I hope to
do so more regularly and on a wider range of issues.
After all, they are the next generation of leaders in
the city. Congratulations to all the new members

and a special thanks to the returning members of
the Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council.
And on a different note, November is already
here, and it’s time to start thinking about the holidays. I want to remind everyone to think about
those in need and consider helping the Kenner
Food Bank. November and December are two of the
highest-demand months of the year. I hope you also
consider attending the fifth annual “Sipping With
Santa” fundraiser from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on December 2 to benefit the city’s food bank. My wife, Michelle, and Karen Caraway, the wife of former Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway, will host this event
at Chateau Golf and Country Club.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

The city of Kenner launches free mobile app
By Valerie Waguespack, Kenner Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications Director
The city of Kenner has officially
launched its new mobile application as part
of its continuing efforts
to enhance communication with residents and busi-

ness owners. To meet the needs of those with a busy,
on-the-go lifestyle, Kenner’s Department of Information Technology saw a need for city information, updates and alerts to be at an individual’s fingertips. Yes,
the city of Kenner launched a user-friendly website
just a few years ago and its social media avenues are

extremely active, but the need to accommodate the
smartphone and mobile device user is something that
recent statistics have proven a necessity.
Statistics show that as of 2014, more than 50 percent of the U.S. population owns a smartphone and
Americans are spending an average of two hours per
day on a mobile device. One in four online searches
are conducted on a mobile device and most Americans are never more than 10 feet away from their
smartphones. These are just a few of the staggering
statistics that pushed the city of Kenner to look into
developing a mobile app and we are proud to be the
first local government in Jefferson Parish to provide
this convenience to residents and business owners.
The city of Kenner app is available as a free
download to both Android and iPhone users. Once
downloaded, the users can access the following services:
Location services – including addresses, directions, maps, telephone numbers and hours of
operation
Alerts (push notifications) – which can be used
for emergency weather alerts, traffic notifications
and reminders about city events
Online ticket payments for Mayor’s Court
(when a court appearance is not required)
Online property tax payments
Streetlight repair
Direct access to the Kenner website, Facebook
page and Twitter handle
Department directory-containing the contact
information and location of all city departments
and council members

Press releases – with downloadable pdf capability
Kenner Kalendar – a monthly listing of Kenner
events
Gallery of photos from Kenner events
Kenner Kam – users can snap photos and send
them in to be posted to the gallery
A listing of annual city of Kenner holidays
A share page for users to directly share the app
via email, Facebook, Twitter and text message
One of Mayor Michael Yenni’s top priorities is
the improvement to emergency services and the most
important function of this application is its ability to
send out real-time alerts and updates as a push notification to mobile devices. Information will spread
much faster via the city of Kenner app during an
emergency situation and even after an event when
power may be out and battery-powered mobile devices are the only means of communication.
Mayor Yenni and the Department of Information
Technology are anxious to spread the word regarding
this new service and to continue its development by
adding more services. Please make sure to visit the
Apple App Store or Google Play Store and download it
today by simply searching “City of Kenner.”
For any questions, please contact my office at
468-6655.
Valerie Waguespack is director of the city of
Kenner’s Information Technology and Telecommunications Department, located on the fourth floor
of Building C at 1801 Williams Boulevard. Waguespack can be reached at 468-6655 or at vwaguespack@
kenner.la.us.

City of Kenner Veteran’s Day
Memorial Ceremony
10:00 a.m. • November 5, 2014
Veterans Park
1801 Williams Boulevard

Police
Firearm safety first
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Most firearmrelated accidents
occur because of neglect for basic safety
rules or improper
gun handling. Children are often injured while playing with loaded guns or hunters mistakenly shoot
their hunting partners.
Whether you keep guns in your home for protection or use them for recreation, you must always
treat them with absolute respect. Don’t compromise
the safety of yourself and your loved ones. Help avoid
firearm-related mishaps by using these tips.
Always treat a gun as if it were loaded. Store
and lock weapons and ammunition separately.
Keep guns unloaded when you’re not using them.
Consider a trigger lock.
Read the gun’s manual. Follow directions for
assembly and never disassemble the weapon beyond the recommended point.
Understand how the action works and how to
correctly load and unload. Learn the proper way
to clean your gun.
Know where the safety switch is and how it
works. Always keep it on until you are ready to
shoot.
When handing a rifle to someone, unload the
gun, open the action and point the muzzle in a safe

direction.
Ammunition must be of the same gauge or
caliber as specified on the gun by the manufacturer.
Before loading, check that the barrel is clean
and free of objects. Never try to remove obstructions
from the barrel by firing a shot.
Always maintain control of the muzzle and
point it in a safe direction. Keep your finger out of
the trigger guard until you fire.
Be certain of your target before shooting. Bear
in mind how far your gun can shoot and know
what lies past your target.
Hunters: wear fluorescent orange clothing so
you’re not mistaken for game. When deer hunting,
avoid brown and white colored clothing. When turkey hunting, avoid red, white or blue colored clothing.
Never jump ditches or climb trees, fences or
walls with a loaded gun. If you must, unload the
gun and leave the action open, then clear the obstacle.
If you buy a used gun, have a qualified gunsmith check that it’s in good working condition.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Community
Kenner’s unique outdoor market on “Small
Business Saturday” to follow Black Friday
On Friday, November 29, an outdoor market
featuring local vendors at the city of Kenner’s LaSalle’s Landing will be held for shoppers looking to
find some unique holiday gifts while avoiding the big
shopping centers and big traffic jams.
The event is called “Small Business Saturday”
and it is unfolding in cities throughout the country
thanks to funding supplied by American Express. The
international credit card company created the special shopping day to promote small, local businesses.
The weekend after Black Friday, one of the busiest online shopping days of the year, was intentionally
chosen for Small Business Saturday. Between the two
days, shoppers should be able to find the perfect gifts
for everyone on their holiday list nearly a month be-

fore Christmas.
Kenner’s Main Street has decided to hold the
outdoor market at LaSalle’s Landing. The city of
Kenner is involved as a “Neighborhood Champion”
to help promote Small Business Saturday.
“This is a great event for the merchants in
Rivertown, the city of Kenner and, most of all,
local shoppers,” said Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton. “Who likes
to shop at the big box retailers and fight the holiday traffic? In Rivertown, you can choose from a
unique and diverse array of items for your holiday list without worrying about traffic or fighting
for a parking spot.”

OLDP Church to celebrate 50th anniversary
Our Lady of Divine Providence Church in Metairie, originating in 1965, is celebrating the parish’s 50th anniversary in 2015.
A year-long celebration will begin with Mass
on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. at the
church. The church was named after the Daughters
of Divine Providence and they will be honored at this
Mass and at the reception following. The sisters will
be celebrating the 50 year anniversary of their arrival
in the United States.
The public is invited to the Mass and celebra-

tion, especially anyone who was taught by the
Daughters of Divine Providence at Our Lady of
Divine Providence School during the years 1968
until 1982.
The church and school are requesting contact information for students who attended OLDP
during those years. Former students are asked to
email their name (including maiden name), email
address, phone number and physical address to
oldp50th@gmail.com.
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A COMMITMENT
TO OUR CHILDREN

Sandy helped balance the budget, gave teachers
a pay raise and moved the school system from a
D to a B rating. Kenner’s schools are moving in
the right direction:
• 50 percent of our schools have improved by at
least one letter grade since 2011.
• Kenner now has an “A” rated open admittance
school for the first time ever.
• One Kenner school has the highest number of
highly effective teachers in the school system.
That kind of transformation does not happen by
accident—it is the result of leadership that puts
education, not politics, as their priority. It’s
leadership by school board members like Sandy
Denapolis-Bosarge. That is the kind of commitment
our children deserve.
Endorsed by:
Sheriff Newell Normand
Councilman Dominick Impastato
Councilman Keith Reynaud
Councilman Ben Zahn
Assessor Thomas Capella

Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni
Clerk of Court Jon Gegenheimer
Senator Danny Martiny
Representative Julie Stokes
Jefferson Parish Republican Party

RE-ELECT

SANDY

#101

denapo isbosarge
SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT 9

428-9202 • sdenapolis@yahoo.com •

/Sandyforschoolboard

Paid for by The Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge Campaign Fund

7

8

November 2014  KENNER STR

Government

Kenner voters will see local, state and Congressional seats, state amendments on November 4 ballot
Since 2014 is a midterm election year, elections
will be held throughout the entire United States on
Tuesday, November 4, 2014. All 435 seats in the United
States House of Representatives and 33 of the 100 seats
in the United States Senate will be contested. In Kenner, voters will vote for a U.S. Senator and a U.S. Representative along with state and local positions as well as
14 proposed state constitutional amendments.
On the local level, all Kenner voters will be able to
vote for a Jefferson Parish School Board member and
two Jefferson Parish judges. A few Kenner precincts
will be electing a justice of the peace and constable.
Statewide, a majority of Kenner precincts will vote for

a Louisiana Public Service Commissioner.
Sandy” Denapolis-Bosarge (R) is the incumbent
facing Eugene “Gene” Katsanis (R) for the District 9
Jefferson Parish School Board seat, an election the majority of Kenner voters will have on their ballots. School
Board District 9 is located entirely in Kenner.
Jefferson Parish School Board District 5 covers
eight Kenner precincts. Incumbent Cedric Floyd (D) is
facing challengers Karen M. Barnes (D) and Sharlayne
Jackson-Prevost (D) for this district seat.
Incumbent Mark Jacobs (R) has two challengers,
Melinda Doucet (R) and Jo Ann Scott (L) for his Jefferson Parish School Board District 7 seat which services

We CAn loWer your Current
HoMeoWner PreMiuM!
Proudly
rePresenting

HoMe & Auto insurAnCe
At An AffordAble PriCe

467-0800

CAll noW!
Since 1987

Kevin Guffey

3409 WilliamS Blvd.

www.guffeyinsurance.net
Guffey_0514.indd 1

five Kenner precincts.
Only one Kenner precinct, K005, will get to vote
for the Jefferson Parish School Board District 8 school
board seat currently held by Michael Delesdernier (R),
who is facing Marion (Coach) Bonura (R) and Denise
Carpenter (R).
Michael P. Mentz (R), incumbent, is facing Juan
Labadie (D) in the district judge election for the 24th
Judicial District Court, ES 2, Division F, that all Kenner
voters will see on the ballot.
There are six candidates running for judge of Jefferson Parish’s First Parish Court, Division B, to replace
George Giacobbe, who is retiring after 26 years on the
bench. The candidates are Troy Broussard (L), Monique
Lafontaine (R), John “Johnny” Lee, Jr. (R), Bryce Murray (R), Stephen Petit (R) and “Pat” Rooney. All Kenner
voters will be able to vote in this race.
Voters in Kenner’s K005 and K012 precincts will
see incumbent Charles “Chuck” Cusimano, II, (R) facing challenger Calvin “Vino” Piazza (R) for justice of
the peace of the 5th Justice Court. “Dan” Civello (R),
incumbent, and Raymond “Ray” Waguespack (R) are
running for 5th Justice Court Constable in those same
precincts.
Most Kenner precincts will be able to vote for
a member of the Louisiana Public Service Commission. In that race, incumbent Eric Skrmetta (R) is
running against Forest Bradley Wright (R) and Allen
“Al” Leone (R).
All Kenner voters will be able to choose from nine
candidates for U.S. Senator. On the ballot are incumbent Mary L. Landrieu (D), along with Wayne Ables (D),
Raymond Brown (D), “Bill” Cassidy (R), Thomas Cle-

ments (R), “Rob” Maness (R), Brannon Lee McMorris
(L) Vallian Senegal (D) and William P. Waymire, Jr. (D).
There are two U.S. Representative districts in
Kenner. The majority of Kenner voters live in the
1st Congressional District. Steve Scalise (R) is the
incumbent and Lee A. Dugas (D), M.V. “Vinny” Mendoza (D) and Jeffry “Jeff” Sanford (L) are running
against Scalise.
David Brooks (NP), Samuel Davenport (L) and
Gary Landrieu (D) are facing incumbent Cedric Richmond (D) in the race for United States Representative
for the 2nd Congressional District which covers a part
of Kenner.
All Kenner voters will be able to vote for or against
14 proposed amendments to the Louisiana Constitution. The Kenner City Council adopted a resolution in
support of two of the amendments, numbers 3 and 10.
Both amendments deal with municipalities and their
effort to address the process of collecting delinquent
property taxes and conducting annual tax sales. To review analysis of all of the proposed state constitutional
amendments go to page 11 of this edition of the Kenner
Star or visit www.parlouisiana.org.pdf (Public Affairs
Research Council of Louisiana) or www.bgr.org/files/
reports/BGR_Press_Release_-_Nov-4-14-Ballot._.pdf
(Bureau of Governmental Research).
A sample ballot for each Kenner precinct can be
found by visiting the election section of the Louisiana
Secretary of State’s website at www.sos.la.gov. To find
precinct polling locations, call the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters’ office at 736-6191. The polls are open on
Tuesday, November 4 from 6:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.
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Community
Two bridge projects set to begin soon in
south Kenner
Kenner city officials announced recently that
motorists are asked to be alert for a pair of projects
set to begin soon in south Kenner.
The first project involves resurfacing on Veterans Boulevard and a new bridge to be built over
Canal No. 17. This is the third phase of a project that
is estimated to cost about $1.3 million. The contractor is JB James Construction, LLC and the work is
expected to last about five months, assuming there
are no unexpected delays.
This Federal Aid Urban Systems Program will
be receiving 80 percent funding from the federal
government with a 20 percent local match from the
city of Kenner.
The second project involves the replacement
of the bridge over 23rd Street at Canal No. 17. The

contractor is Cecil O. Gassiott, LLC, with a bid of
nearly $950,000. The existing bridge has been closed
to traffic for years because of structural issues.
The work is expected to take between four
and five months. The federal government will pay
80 percent of the cost, under the Federal Off System Bridge Rehabilitation Program with the state
paying 20 percent. The project is being managed by
the Jefferson Parish Engineering Department with
assistance from the city of Kenner.
Both projects were expected to begin by the
end of October 2014, Gonzalez said. “This is another
example of Kenner’s continuing efforts to apply for
and receive federal or state funds for needed infrastructure improvements throughout the city.”

Top Dollar Gold Buyers now buys gift cards
With the holidays around the corner, many
people may find their wallets are still filled with last
season’s gift cards. This year, a Kenner merchant,
Top Dollar Gold Buyers, located at 2537 Williams
Boulevard next to Taco Tico, has expanded its services to buy unused and partially used gift cards.
Gift cards of any value from approximately
500 major retailers, restaurants, pharmacies, grocers and gas stations are accepted. The percentage of value paid for each card depends on the
merchant with Walmart, Home Depot and Lowe’s
topping the list.
“We have purchased hundreds of gift cards this
year,” stated co-owner Brian Evans. “We see a lot of

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE SPECIALS

the event. Door prizes, raffles, holiday martinis,
wine, appetizers, music by Doctor Disco and pictures with Santa by MillerFoto will be offered. Admission is $35 plus a donation of one non-perishable
food item that will go directly to the Kenner Food
Bank. All proceeds and donations go directly to the
Kenner Food Bank and are tax deductible.
“Sponsorships and donations are welcomed
and appreciated,” said Karen Caraway. “We’re also
going to have a Secret Shopping Village so that
those who attend can get a head start on their
Christmas shopping. This is a great opportunity to
support local vendors.”
For more information on tickets, sponsorship
or volunteering, contact Michelle Swanner Yenni
at 467-1351 or email michelle@chateaugcc.com or
Laura Murray at ar@chateaugcc.com.

LET US WRAP UP YOUR
HOLIDAY SHOPPING
*

let us help you at our special event

15% off first gift certificate
Second gift card 20% off
Aveda Sets - Save 20%
All in store Aveda products 15% off
*Get gift set boxes covered in handmade paper from Nepal!

Georgys_1114.indd 1

$370,000 grant to wind-proof Kenner’s
Emergency Operations building
cant wind-proofing protection to the building that
serves as our emergency operations center.”
The effort to secure the grant has taken more
than a year, Yenni said, adding that he has already
been able to put aside the 25 percent match. The
portion from the federal government is $278,456.
Yenni said emergency operations has been
one of his top priorities since his election in 2010.
The first step was to name Doug Dodt, a police captain, as the city’s first-ever emergency preparedness
coordinator. The second step was to create an emergency operations center, which proved invaluable
during Hurricane Isaac in 2012, with sleeping quarters for city workers and a communications outpost
for Yenni and other top city officials.
“Of course, safety is a primary consideration,”
Yenni said. “But businesses want to know the city in
which they are located has a plan to get the power
on and have drainage operational as soon as possible after an emergency such as a hurricane.”

10/24/14 8:47 PM

HOLIDAY TRAVEL SAVINGS

Government
Kenner has been awarded a grant of more
than $370,000 from the state to install storm shutters and to take other protective measures at the
city’s emergency operations center in south Kenner.
The city’s EOC is located in Kenner’s Public
Works building at 1610 Reverend Richard Wilson
Drive. Mayor Michael S. Yenni and members of his
staff were informed that the city will be awarded
the grant during an October meeting with officials
from the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP). Federal
funds pay for 75 percent of the grant and Kenner
will contribute 25 percent.
“The construction of a facility that allows city
employees to safely and efficiently conduct emergency operations has been a top priority of my administration,” Yenni said. “Building on our professional working relationship with GOHSEP Director
Kevin Davis, and working closely with his staff, we
were able to acquire federal funding to add signifi-

teachers in here right after the holidays and at the
end of the school year. If unused, these cards have no
value to the consumer unless they sell them.”
Top Dollar Gold Buyers will only accept U.S.
plastic gift cards, not paper gift certificates or merchandise credits. “You must be 18 years or older and
present an official state or federal ID or drivers license to sell your gift cards. Pre-paid cards are not
accepted,” said Evans.
For a list of current merchant cards, visit Top
Dollar Gold Buyers gift card website at www.mygiftcardbuyer.com or call 287-4450. Top Dollar Gold
Buyers in Kenner is now open seven days a week.

Friday, December 12 & Saturday, December 13

Kenner Food Bank to benefit from fifth
annual “Sipping with Santa” fundraiser
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and his wife,
Michelle, along with former Kenner Police Chief
Steve Caraway and his wife, Karen, will sponsor the
fifth annual “Sipping with Santa” fundraiser. The
event, which benefits the Kenner Food Bank, will
be held Tuesday, December 2, 2014, at Chateau Golf
and Country Club from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
“Giving back to our community is very important to us and what better way than to collect food
during the holidays for the Kenner Food Bank. We
are hoping that our community will come together
to help fight hunger,” said Michelle Yenni, general
manager and vice president of Chateau Golf and
Country Club. “It is so heartbreaking to hear about
a hard working family of four who can’t properly
nourish their two small children. Times are tough
and this is a wonderful way to give back.”
Michelle Yenni said Santa will be present for
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Good thru
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Law

Protecting your turf
By Steven A. Watts
Competition can
be of great value to
your business. Competition keeps a business owner from becoming lazy and complacent. It
stimulates creativity and resourcefulness. Your customer benefits from the competitive environment as
he receives the highest quality product at the best
price. Healthy competition is one of the hallmarks of
successful small business in this country.
On the other hand, competing against yourself
is not good business. Investing your time and money
to equip your employee to be more proactive and
productive for your business can sometimes backfire
when that employee decides to start his own similar
business. It can be quiet distressing to learn that your
once faithful employee has now become your most
dangerous competitor, ready to use your tested business techniques and invade your customer base. So
what can you, as an employer, do to protect yourself
from such an unpleasant circumstance?
Historically, Louisiana, like most other states,
has operated under a public policy that discourages
any agreement that would prohibit or restrict competition or discourage an individual from exercising a
lawful trade or profession. Louisiana has codified this
policy under the terms of Louisiana Revised Statute
23:921 which provides, in part:
Every contract or agreement or provision
thereof, by which anyone is restrained from exercising a lawful profession, trade, or business of any
kind, except as provided in this Section, shall be

null and void. However, every contract or agreement,
or provision thereof, which meets the exceptions as
provided in this Section, shall be enforceable.
Therefore, the key to enjoying a legally enforceable non-competition agreement lies in a well-crafted
contract which falls under the “safe harbor” exceptions created by the statute.
Here are a few practical dos and don’ts concerning non-competition agreements:
1. Be restrictive in the protected territory.
Courts will strike down most agreements that seek to
restrict competition in an area larger than the reasonable expanse of your current customer base. For
instance, if your business is primarily restricted to
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes, it may be unwise to
include St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes in
the restricted area. A court may refuse to enforce the
entire agreement because of the inclusion of an overexpansive territory.
2. Keep the term of the non-competition agreement to two years or less. Louisiana law mandates
that such agreements do not exceed two years from
termination of employment.
3. Include a clause in the agreement that provides for the “severability” of any legally unenforceable provision. This will permit a court to uphold
the remainder of the contract while striking only
the offensive provision.
Of course, there are many other factors that
must be considered when drafting an enforceable
non-competition agreement. This is not the type of
agreement that one should seek to create without the
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ney for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925
N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate law
are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the
owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attor-

Insurance
Apps that help you manage your
money
By Marie M. Clesi
You’re probably
already using your
smartphone for more
than making calls. But did you know it can be a handy
money management tool? Here are four free personal
finance apps to check out along with tips for safe
downloading.
Mint (iPhone, Android)
Mint brings all of your financial accounts together and organizes them into categories so you know how
you spend your money. You can then use this information to create a budget and Mint will help keep your financial goals on track with handy tips, tools and alerts.
Sig Fig (iPhone, Android)
This app syncs your 401(k), IRA, brokerage and
other investment accounts so you can track them together in real time. Sig Fig also analyzes your accounts
to create easy-to-read investment charts and generate
weekly portfolio reports and investment advice.
Manilla (iPhone, Android)
Manilla acts as your mobile mailbox by managing your bills in one secure location. The app receives,
stores, and alerts you about statements from cell
phone providers, credit card companies, magazine
subscription services and more.
Credit Karma (iPhone)
This app provides free credit scores and credit
monitoring. With Credit Karma, you can view your
score and learn when your credit has changed. The
app also helps you be more credit-conscious by giving you credit report cards complete with information
about factors affecting your score.

App security
Protect your personal information and privacy
when downloading apps by following the following
tips
Download apps from reputable sources. (e.g.
Apple’s App Store, Google Play)
Read customer reviews and ratings.
Look for apps with higher numbers of downloads.
Research the app developer.
Review the app permissions. These outline what
information the app has access to once downloaded.
Password-protect your phone and applications
in case your device is lost or stolen.
Before selecting an app, decide what you want
to accomplish, whether it’s monitoring spending,
conducting transactions or some other function. And
remember, whichever app you choose, it won’t do the
work all on its own. If you’re committed to entering,
monitoring and using the data, an app can become a
very convenient financial assistant.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Government
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assistance of competent legal counsel. If you are able
to stay within the statutorily prescribed boundaries, a
non-competition agreement can be a powerful tool to
insure that your dream of owning your own business is
not tarnished by the unexpected competition created
by a previously trusted former employee.

8/22/14 7:29 PM

Kenner passes resolution in support of two
Constitutional amendments
At its October 2, 2014 meeting, the Kenner City
Council adopted a resolution in support of two of the
proposed 14 Constitutional amendments, numbers
3 and 10, on the upcoming November 4, 2014 ballot.
Both amendments are important to municipalities
in their effort to address the complicated and costly
process of collecting delinquent property taxes and
conducting annual tax sales.
Constitutional Amendment 3 preserves local
government’s right to manage the collection process
of delinquent property taxes. The amendment allows,
but does not require, local governments to hire a competent private firm to serve as their authorized agent

for the sole purpose of collecting delinquent property
taxes by conducting annual tax sales.
Constitutional Amendment 10 reduces the current tax redemption period from 36 months to 18
months. During this period, the taxpayer maintains
ownership and the ability to redeem their tax bill.
This amendment applies to vacant property sold at
tax sale, which has been designated blighted or abandoned.
The Louisiana Legislature approved H.B. 488
and H.B. 256 allowing for these amendments to be
placed on the November 4 ballot.
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Automotive
Maintenance schedule important
for today’s vehicles

Full Ser vice Flooring

By Scott Zimmerman
A regular maintenance schedule is very
important for the life of
your car. By maintaining your car properly you will be
able to have a car that will last for thousands of miles.
In most cases cars in shops with expensive repairs are
there because they were not taken care of properly.
Even though the car of today is somewhat easier to
maintain than those of years ago, maintenance such as
having fluids checked and replaced on a regular schedule keeps a vehicle running smoothly.
It is easy for car owners to do many of these
simple car maintenance tasks. Set up a schedule on
your calendar to check these things on a regular basis
so you will know when your car needs more attention.

Here is a list of things to include in your regular
maintenance schedule.
Oil and oil filter changes
Should be performed every 3,000 miles, no matter what. Driving in a lot of heavy traffic or doing a lot
of commuting to and from work is a reason to possibly have these changed more often as higher stress is
placed on the engine from the heavy traffic and long
hours the car runs at a time.
Spark plugs
Should be changed at least once a year. Change
every 60,000 miles if you use the higher quality platinum spark plugs. They cost a little more, but are
a much higher quality and will last twice as long.
page 14
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Louisiana State Senator
Gary Smith - District 19

P. O. Box 189
#9 Apple Street
Norco, Louisiana 70079
(985) 764-9122
Website: http://senate.la.gov/smithg/
Email: smithgl@legis.la.gov

Amendment No. 1
Medical Trust Fund and Provider Base Rate

On the Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014 ballot there will be 14 proposed
new amendments to the Louisiana Constitution. Below are
explanations of each amendment along with a sample ballot
that can be brought into the voting booth on election day.

Amendment No. 5
Elimination Mandatory Retirement Age of Judges
A YES vote would eliminate the mandatory
retirement age of 70 for judges.
A NO vote would keep the mandatory retirement
age of 70 for judges.

A NO vote would not give special constitutional
protections to the trust fund or establish a minimum
base rate for healthcare providers.

Amendment No. 6
Higher Millage Cap
for Police and Fire Protection in Orleans Parish

A YES vote would allow an assessment on hospitals
to draw down more federal Medicaid dollars for the
institutions and create a Hospital Stabilization Fund.
A NO vote would leave current hospital funding
methods as they are, with no new assessment and no
special constitutional fund.

Amendment No. 3
Sales of Property with Delinquent Taxes
A YES vote would allow local governments the
option to use a private firm to assist in the collection
of delinquent property taxes and the process of
selling property whose owners are tax delinquent.
A NO vote would keep the current law, which
prohibits some forms of outsourced tax collection
fees according to recent court rulings.

Amendment No. 4
Fund Transfers for an Infrastructure Bank
A YES vote would allow the State Treasurer to
invest public funds into a Louisiana Transportation
Infrastructure Bank, in the event that such a bank is
created.
A NO vote would not give permission to the State
Treasurer to invest public funds in a Louisiana
Transportation Infrastructure Bank.

A YES vote would raise the Orleans Parish special
millage caps for police and fire protection from five
to 10 mills, giving the New Orleans City Council
authority to levy additional mills with voter approval.
A NO vote would keep the Orleans Parish special
millage caps for police and fire protection at five
mills.

Amendment No. 7
Property Tax Exemption
for Certain Disabled Veterans
A YES vote would allow parishes to provide a bonus
homestead exemption to veterans rated with “100%
unemployability.”
A NO vote would mean that veterans who are rated
“100% unemployable” but less than 100% disabled
could not receive the additional home-stead
exemption.

Amendment No. 8
Artificial Reef Development Fund
A YES vote would establish the Artificial Reef
Development Fund in the Constitution and prohibit
using its money for purposes other than those
described in the amendment
A NO vote would leave the fund as it currently
exists—as a statutory entity—which allows it to
be “swept” when the government needs money to
balance the state’s budget.

Vote Tuesday, November 4
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Dear Constituents,

A YES vote would give constitutional protection
to provisions in the Louisiana Medical Assistance
Trust Fund and set a baseline compensation rate
for nursing homes and certain other healthcare
providers that pay a provider fee.

Amendment No. 2
Hospital Assessment, Trust Fund and Fee Formula

11

Senator Gary Smith
Amendment No. 9
Tax Exemption Reporting For Permanently
Disabled Residents
A YES vote would eliminate the requirement that
permanently disabled homeowners under age 65
must certify every year that their income meets the
threshold for an assessment freeze.
A NO vote would mean that permanently disabled
homeowners under age 65 would have to continue
to certify each year that their income meets the
requirements for the freeze.

Amendment No. 10
Tax Sale of Vacant, Blighted
or Abandoned Property
A YES vote would require each parish to shorten the
redemption period for vacant blighted or abandoned
property sold at a tax sale to 18 months after the sale
has been recorded.
A NO vote would leave the redemption period as
is—three years from the date the sale has been
recorded—except in Orleans Parish, which already
has an 18-month redemption period.

Amendment No. 11
Increases The Number of
State Departments From 20 To 21
A YES vote would increase the limit of allowed state
government departments from 20 to 21, effectively
creating a Department of Elderly Affairs.
A NO vote would leave the current limit in place, but
would not prevent future creation of the department.

Amendment No. 12
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission Membership
A YES vote changes the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to require two at-large members from
parishes north of a line created by Allen, Avoyelles,
Beauregard, Evangeline and Pointe Coupee.
A NO vote would leave the membership as it
currently stands— with three members from the
coastal parishes and four selected from the state at
large.

Amendment No. 13
Orleans Lower Ninth Ward Vacant Property
A YES vote would allow government-owned property
in the Lower Ninth Ward in New Orleans to be sold
to specified classes of buyers at a nominal rate to be
established by the Legislature.
A NO vote would not allow this type of property sale in
the Lower Ninth Ward.

Amendment No. 14
Tax Rebates, Incentives And Abatements
A YES vote would forbid the introduction of
legislation related to tax rebates, tax incentives or
tax abatements in even-numbered years when the
Legislature holds a general session and specifically
allow such legislation in odd-numbered years
during fiscal sessions.
A NO vote would mean legislators could continue
to introduce legislation related to tax rebates, tax
incentives or tax abatements in general sessions.
YES

NO

PROPOSED AMENDMENT

1

MEDICAL TRUST FUND

2

HOSPITAL ASSESSMENT

3

SALES OF PROPERTY

4

INFRASTRUCTURE BANK

5

RETIREMENT FOR JUDGES

6

ORLEANS MILLAGE CAP

7

DISAB.VET. TAX EXEMPTION

8

ARTIFICIAL REEF FUND

9

TAX EXEMPTION, DISABLED

10

TAX SALE/BLIGHTED PROP.

11

STATE DEPARTMENTS

12

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

13

NINTH WARD VACANT PROP.

14

TAX REBATES, INCENTIVES...

This document was published under authority of the rules of order and policies of the Senate at a cost of $1,642 and paid for by Senate funds.
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Airport

CMAR selected for North Terminal Airport Project
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
As most of our
readers know, the
New Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB)
has committed to
building a North Terminal Airport Project at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
with a scheduled completion date of May 2018.
The Project includes a new 650,000-square-foot
terminal complex featuring two concourses with
30 gates, a consolidated checkpoint, seamless connections between concourses and a 2,000 space
parking garage. According to our recent economic
impact study, the North Terminal Airport Project
is expected to generate $6.3 billion with job projections exceeding 64,400 (directly and indirectly)
after the new terminal is completed in 2018.
The North Terminal Project will be one
of the most significant construction projects
in New Orleans since the Superdome; creating
more than 13,000 new construction jobs and
having a significant positive impact on local businesses and Disadvantaged Business Enterprises
(DBE) in the region.

An innovative contracting method known as
the Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) was authorized by the Louisiana state legislature for this
exciting project. CMAR is a project delivery methodology whereby an owner selects a well-qualified
construction manager for the project early on in
the design phase through an open and transparent
Request for Proposal (RFP) competitive selection
process (as compared with a traditional bid). Once
selected, the construction manager is then part of
the team and available to consult on the design
and provide pre-construction services, including
value engineering. Because the construction manager participates in the design process, it is then in
a position to negotiate with the owner and guarantee a maximum price for construction. Thus, unlike
traditional bid construction projects, a CMAR does
not get change orders to increase the contract sum,
creating budget certainty. Instead, the CMAR is “at
risk” to deliver the project within budget. Moreover,
because the construction manager participates in
the design process, the schedule can be collapsed
and condensed, which allows for a more expedited
project schedule.

Join us for the

KENNER

Kenner Business Association

BUSINESS novemBer LUnCHeon
ASSOCIATION
Since 1985 Bringing
Kenner Businesses and
Our Community Together

As we design this $650 million dollar project,
During the August 21, 2014 meeting of the
I want to point out that when completed this will
New Orleans Aviation Board, the board accepted
the recommendation of the Proposal Review Com- not be just a building; it will be one of the most
important gateways to the world for the people of
mittee for the CMAR and unanimously awarded the
New Orleans and the many visitors to our great
CMAR Pre-Construction Services contract for the
city and region for years to come. I am confident
North Terminal Airport Project to the Hunt Gibbs
Boh Metro (HGBM) Joint Venture team. The nine- that it will transform Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport into the facility New
member review committee with members from
Orleans has always deserved. With the completion
Tulane University College for Architecture, Delgado
of this new terminal, our airport will be an even
Community College, New Orleans Redevelopment
Authority, State Facilities Planning and Control, greater asset for the city, state and region today,
Facility Planning and Control, city of New Orleans, tomorrow and well into the future.
Louisiana Department of Transportation and
NOAB, met in a public meeting on August 7, 2014
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for
to evaluate the proposals received from HGBM and
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
NOLA Airport Builders Joint Venture in response to
may be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check
the public solicitation. The review committee dis- your local listings for the air time of the Armcussed at length the scoring elements of the RFP, strong International Airport 30 minute televithe grading criteria applicable to the proposals and
sion program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the
the content of the submissions. The selection pro- airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking
cess was thoughtful and equitable. While both firms
on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and
were very qualified to do this work, the evaluation
Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/
resulted in a score of 787 to 822, with HGBM receiv- MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find
ing the higher overall score and the committee’s
out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on
recommendation.
“Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.

Speaker: Julie Willoz, mA. President
& Founder of Willoz Consulting

Luncheon reservations:
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com

or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

KBA_1114.indd 1

Leadership & Development Coach
Topic: “end of Year and How do I Keep
Them motivated?”

TUeSDAY, novemBer 18, 2014
11:30 a.m.- Noon: Registration
Noon-1pm: Presentations with Q&A
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner
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Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender
Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?
A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.
BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable
Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.
CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

Reverse Mortgage
Professionals

504-834-1190

Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox
NMLS # 685994

8 bankofneworleans.net

Health
Achilles tendinopathy: A common
source of foot pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Disorders
of
the Achilles tendon
represent a common
cause of foot pain
and dysfunction. Anatomically, the Achilles tendon inserts on the calcaneus or heel bone. The
Achilles tendon forms the insertion of the gastrocnemius and soleus muscles. The gastrocnemius,
which originates above the knee, and the soleus,
which originates on the back of the tibia, are located in the posterior leg or calf. These muscles
function to plantarflex the foot which enables us
to push off when we walk or run. The Achilles tendon is encased in a thin, vascular layer of tissue
called a paratenon.
The Achilles tendon is subject to a variety
of overuse type syndromes. Paratenonitis refers
to a painful condition characterized by inflammation of the paratenon. Tendinosis refers to a
degenerative condition of the tendon itself. The
term “tendonitis” when used in reference to the
Achilles tendon is a misnomer because the tendon
undergoes a degenerative rather than an inflammatory process.
Patients affected by Achilles tendon dysfunction typically are young athletes or older active
individuals. Diagnosis is made by a careful history
and physical examination. Patients may report
pain or tightness anywhere along the course of
the Achilles tendon from the musculotendinous
junction to the calcaneus insertion. Pain more
commonly occurs with activities such as running

or walking. Physical examination will show tenderness to palpation of the tendon. Swelling of the
tendon may be present. Dorsiflexion of the ankle
may be restricted and may be associated with pain.
Plain radiographs (X-rays) are usually normal but
may show a bony prominence at the calcaneus
insertion site. Ultrasound and MRI scanning are
useful tools for diagnosis and planning treatment
in these disorders.
Treatment for Achilles tendinopathy is usually non-operative. On occasion, a period of immobilization in a molded ankle-foot orthosis is used.
Anti-inflammatory medication can be helpful.
Physical therapy for gentle stretching and modalities has been used with success. For athletes, a
change in training regimen may be necessary to
alleviate symptoms. A heel lift may be beneficial
for some patients. Rarely surgery is performed to
excise the diseased tendon or paratenon. In order
to properly diagnose and treat Achilles tendon
dysfunction, an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is recommended.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 14 years of
experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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Top 10 home styles in the U.S.
By Linda R. Martin
Dominant home
styles change from region to region. The following are some of the
more popular styles
today.
Victorian
Victorian homes give off a certain air and possess a very stately feel. They are more about beauty
than functionality, with complex designs, ornate trim
and large wraparound porches. The Victorian exterior
is seen as a medium for decoration, with gables, bay
windows, towers and overhangs. Sub-styles include
Gothic Revival, Italianate, Second Empire, Queen
Anne and Romanesque styles.
Bungalow
The Craftsman or bungalow style is seen as an
expression of structure and elements that rely heavily
on simple, elegant design. It is one of the most popular styles in the U.S. with an incredible resurgence in
the last five years. These homes are characterized by
wide porches, low pitched roofs and exteriors that use
wood, stone and/or brick.
Tudor
Tudors are very distinct and based on English
building traditions during the Tudor era (14851603). Tudors are characterized by asymmetrical
exteriors with many windows. They generally have
stone and stucco walls with wood accents and
steep-pitched roofs.

Cape Cod
Cape Cods were first built in the 1600s and took
inspiration from Britain’s thatched cottages. Cape
Cods have steep roofs, dormer windows and large
chimneys, meant to withstand harsh northeastern
winters.
Ranches
Ranches are also known as Ramblers, characterized by their one-story construction and low pitched
roofs. They became very popular in the post-WW II era,
with resurgence in the 1960s.
Colonial
Colonials also have a distinct appearance. Symmetry plays a large part, with evenly spaced shuttered
windows, dormers, columns and many fireplaces. The
Georgian Colonial has strict symmetry, box shape,
paneled front door and five shuttered windows across.
Other notable Colonials include, Dutch, French and
Spanish.
Contemporary
Contemporary houses have an almost futuristic
look, seeming to connect the indoors and the outdoors. Natural light plays a large part, as do flat roofs
and simple horizontal and perpendicular lines. Contemporary designs embrace industrialism and put
emphasis on the use of efficient and affordable materials and combining materials to create a fluid space.
Spanish Style
Spanish style homes incorporate a fusion of design elements from European and Native American

Health

Nutrition and arthritis
By Craig Goodwin
Arthritis is the
most common cause of
disability in the United
States and affects over
43 million Americans.
Osteoarthritis is a condition characterized by the
breakdown of cartilage that lines or cushions the ends
of bones. As cartilage deteriorates, bones begin to rub
against one another causing stiffness and pain that
make the joint difficult to use. Rheumatoid arthritis is a
chronic disease, characterized by inflammation of the
lining (synovium) of the joints. Rheumatoid arthritis
can lead to long-term joint damage, resulting in chronic
pain, loss of function and disability.
Nutrition is vital tool in fighting arthritis. Food allergy can trigger arthritis for some people and if there is
a food that makes your joints hurt or swell, you should
avoid it, no matter how healthy it would be for someone
who’s not sensitive to it. Foods affect the joints in two
major ways. First, certain foods trigger the symptoms of
rheumatoid arthritis and eliminating these foods sometimes causes even long-standing symptoms to improve.
Second, certain fatty acids have an anti-inflammatory
action that can reduce joint pain, stiffness and swelling.
The most common nutritional recommendations
for helping reduce the symptoms of arthritis are to eat
six to eight servings of fruits and vegetables every day
choosing those with bright or deep colors such as cherries, berries and sweet potatoes. Extra-virgin olive oil,
flaxseed oil and flaxseed meal also have significant anti-inflammatory effects. Beans and other legumes are
excellent nutritional foods that have anti-inflammatory

effects. Using spices such as ginger, in preparing your
food, will also provide excellent anti-inflammatory effects. The amount of powdered ginger recommended
daily is one-half to one teaspoon (one to two grams).
Other spices such as clove oil, garlic, turmeric and
cumin have shown similar effects.
One of the most significant things you can do is
to avoid sugar and foods with added sugar and refined
carbohydrates. Several studies have shown that consuming foods of this type can increase the inflammatory response in joints. Physical activity and weight loss
are two effective non-drug treatments for osteoarthritis.
Physical activity on a regular basis helps strengthen
muscles and bones, increases flexibility and stamina,
and improves your general sense of well-being. Shedding extra pounds can ease the strain on your joints and
every pound lost reduces the burden on your knees by
four pounds. Eating the right foods along with increasing physical activity and reducing your weight can help
reduce your symptoms of arthritis and improve your
quality of life.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

architecture. The Mission Revival style is the most
popular, having its roots in Spanish churches built
by missionaries. They tend to have clay roof tiles,
arcaded porches, arched corridors, bell towers and
quatrefoil windows.
Mediterranean
The Mediterranean style became very popular
from 1918 to 1940. This style is modeled after the
Hacienda style, with red tile roofs, arches and plaster
surfaces.
Pueblo Revival
The Pueblo Revival style is favored in the Southwest, featuring materials sourced from the earth-adobe, concrete, stucco or mortar, and wood beams. They

also feature courtyards and sloping roofs.
There are many other home styles in the U.S. If
you are seeking a particular style, your agent will be
able to help you find that perfect property. If you are
interested in learning more about home styles, you
can find more information in This Old House, Popular House Styles and the DIY Network.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 504-464-5949

Younger Looking,
Smoother Looking, More
Beautiful Skin Guaranteed
expires 12/6/14

We’re so confident in the Glo-therapeutics skin care and Glo-minerals make up line that we’re offering a

one hour Glo-rejuvenating facial for only $30, a regular $65 value,
to introduce you to the luxury of beautiful skin. Call for your appointment today.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com | www.facebook.com/HSUSalonandSpa
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977 | Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.
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Good generosity
By Guy Williams
This is a wonderful time of year to stop
and think about our
blessings. We have the
opportunity to live in in
a free country and even better to live in one of the most
interesting parts of the great state of Louisiana.
As we think about those blessings, it is natural to
want to give something back, either to those who have
helped us or to those in need. This impulse to generosity is noble and responding to that impulse can be very
satisfying. The question that we want to consider is
where should we direct our charitable donations?
WAs a bank, we see lots of requests from nonprofits and we can assure you that they are not all equal
in terms of effectiveness and financial stewardship. If
you are going to give, you want to know that your money
will be well spent.
Our first general rule is to donateIt is generally
better to donate locally. Many national non-profits are
top heavy with high paid staff and large overhead with
relatively little money reaching those in need. For example, the Nnational Ggirl Sscouts are selling camp
grounds in order to fund executive pensions. If you

want to help girl scouts, give to your local group or ask
the leaders if they have any cash needs that you can fill.
If you are interested in women’s health issues, consider
the breast cancer research center at East Jefferson
General Hospital. .
National groups have their place but all too often
you will find high executive salaries, giant expenses for
fundraising and first class air fare combined with expensive travel and entertainment budgets. If you want
to give to a national charity, by all means do so, but before you do research them. A goodOne of our favorite
charity research sites is www.givewell.org.
It is also good to consider why you want to give?
Do you want to help those in need? Or do you want to
improve our community or perhaps you would like
to thank an organization that helped you. These are
all good motives and if a church or school helped you
succeed, you should give something back. All of our local schools could use some extra money as could our
churches. These are great places to direct your charitable dollars. If by chance, you went to an elite school,
like Harvard or Yale, reconsider. Those schools are so
well- endowed that your gift may not make a difference.
. On the other, hand, local universities like Loyola or

Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com
www.realtyexecutives.com

Se la

3525 Hessmer Avenue • Suite 301 • Metairie, LA 70002
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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UNO could really use some extra help.
Another good guideline is never give to anyone
who calls you at home. Too often the paid phone solicitors take up to 90 percent% of the money raised. And,
you don’t want to encourage them. If people quit responding to phone solicitors we might be able to finish
dinner undisturbed.
Finally, if you want to give but are short on cash,
consider volunteering. Most organizations are eager
for more volunteers. Also, this will give you a chance
to really see how the group works. You may really like
the group or you may decide to direct your efforts elsewhere. In any event volunteering will make you a better

“A” grade for Schneckenburger
Elementary: JPPSS remains a
“B” district
By Dr. James Meza, Jr. – Jefferson Parish Public
School System Superintendent
The Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS) continues to show tremendous academic
growth, with the hard work and dedication of our students, teachers, principals, school staff and parents
paying off. During a conference call with the Louisiana
Department of Education, we learned that, overall,
JPPSS increased the number of its “A” and “B” schools
to 39 total, compared to 32 in 2013. The data indicates
that the district has more than 22,400 students in “A”
or “B” schools.
For the first time since letters grades were established by the state, seven open-enrollment schools in
Jefferson Parish have been given the top letter grade of
“A,” including Walter Schenckenburger Elementary in
Kenner. Congratulations to school leader, Diane Hodge,
and her dedicated teachers and staff who remain tirelessly committed to carrying out Schneckenburger’s
mission to help students achieve academic excellence
and utilize critical thinking to become lifelong learners.
Twelve JPPSS schools were designated as “top
gains” schools, meaning that they are either “A” schools
that improved by five or more in School Performance
Score (SPS) points, or schools graded “B” or below that
improved by 10 or more SPS points. Schneckenburger
also made the Top Gains list. In addition, 24 schools
improved by one letter grade or more compared to last
year, including J. J. Audubon Elementary in Kenner,
which is now a “C” school.

Since 2011, JPPSS has seen a drastic increase in
the quality of options available to parents. In just three
years, the district’s “A” and “B” schools have tripled
from 13 in 2011 to 39 in 2014, increasing the number
of students in high quality schools by 400 percent. Seventy-five percent of district schools have improved by
at least one letter grade in the same time frame. This
improvement in quality schools has resulted in JPPSS
being named a “B” district for the second year in a row.
This data makes it clear that the Jefferson Parish Public School System is a district transformed.
Most of our schools have seen large jumps in
performance in the past three years, and their great
work is being recognized as more and more families
choose public schools in Kenner, and Jefferson Parish in general for their children. We are very proud of
what we have accomplished as we move towards our
goal of ensuring that every school in the district is a
high quality school.

Maintenance

together. To be safe, it is better to have it changed every
50,000 miles.
Tire rotation/replacement
Your tires should be rotated every six months. Rotate from the front to rear and also from the inside out
if possible. Tires should be replaced every two or three
years, depending on the wear and usage.
To keep your car running for a very long time it
is important to keep a maintenance schedule as listed
above. You will also prevent unnecessary breakdowns
or expensive shop repairs.

However, platinum spark plugs cannot be used with every type of vehicle. Check your car manual. As a note, if
you notice your car driving a little rough, the first thing
to check is the spark plugs.
Air filter
Check each time you have your oil changed but
it should be replaced at least once a year. It is an inexpensive item but keeps your car running properly.
Timing belt
Check and change every 60,000 miles or as the
owner’s manual suggests. Most people neglect this but
is very important. You could lose your engine if the timing belt is not running correctly or quits working all
10/25/14 10:28 AM

Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Schools
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informed donor.
Giving is part of what makes us human. It is also
what makes our communities better. I encourage you to
find a religious group or nonprofit that you can develop
a relationship with and make a difference. You will be
better off and so will your community.

Dr. James Meza Jr. is currently the superintendent of Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS),
Louisiana’s largest and most diverse school district
serving 47,000 students. Meza’s experience in education spans more than 40 years in teaching and leadership positions both at the K-12 and higher education
levels. Visit the JPPSS website at www.jpschools.org.

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireandauto.com.
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VooDoo look to recreate organization
By Ken Trahan
Otherwise, it is outdoors at Gormley with
The New Or- cones marking off the space of an Arena League
leans VooDoo were
playing field, not ideal circumstances. The game
once a prominent
is played indoors with walls. Ideally, the VooDoo
part of the sports
would like to secure an indoor facility for their
landscape in the greater New Orleans area.
practice purposes, as many other AFL franchises
The franchise arrived in 2004, under the
have. There was an effort a couple of years ago to
ownership and direction of Tom Benson. Clearly, it
do so in Kenner but the lack of a corporate sponsor
was a new entity, an entity which filled the void of
to fund the building of a “bubble” did not allow the
a form of football outside of the primary football
concept to move forward.
season, a welcome diversion and one which had
Cokinos has won at every stop he has been
the support and brand of the wildly popular New
at in the AFL. He spent some time in personnel in
Orleans Saints.
the NFL as well so his contacts from a personnel
Even after Hurricane Katrina caused the Voo- perspective are quite diverse.
Doo to suspend operations in 2006, they came back
Pat O’Hara was a solid coach with a solid AFL
strong in 2007 and 2008 before Benson pulled out
background who was unable to sustain the initial
over financial concerns.
momentum built in his first season (2012) when
Fast forward to 2011. After a two-year hiatus, the VooDoo were competitive and reached the
the franchise returned in a different form, under
playoffs despite a losing record. O’Hara lacked the
different ownership and a different financial
overall staff support afforded to most AFL head
structure under the ownership of Doug Harrington, coaches.
along with managing partner Dan Newman.
Cokinos is looking to build with players from
Since that time, the team has made one
the existing AFL, players who spent time in NFL
playoff appearance but has posted no winning
camps and players with Louisiana ties. He will also
seasons. The lack of winning, the lack of local own- look to instill discipline and continuity, as much
ership, the lack of local presence and the lack of
as is possible in today’s AFL, where players often
marketing have conspired to make a once robust
jump ship quickly due to the lack of salary paid out.
franchise into a virtual afterthought, forgotten, a
With the annual game salary at around $800
disappearing entity on the local sports horizon.
per game, players frequently start a season only to
In a highly competitive entertainment mar- depart for greener pastures before season’s end.
ket, it is imperative that the VooDoo advertise the
Clearly, focusing on local area talent is a must, with
product aggressively. It is even more important to
a far greater opportunity at retention, as a result.
field a winner. Winning has always been the best
While the AFL has seen its overall number of
marketing tool for any sports team.
teams drop off in recent years and its attendance
While Harrington and Newman remain the
fall as well, the league has solid television conownership group, there has been a renewed effort
tracts with CBS Sports and ESPN, as well as a new
to make the franchise viable in the New Orleans
commissioner in Scott Butera, whose background
marketplace once again.
in gaming will help expand the business model of
Just a few weeks ago, Harrington and New- the AFL, according to those involved in the league.
man introduced a new management team for the
Speaking of media, the VooDoo have done a
VooDoo, including a young, dynamic general man- solid job of getting their product seen and heard
ager with deep local ties and a new head coach
through television and radio deals annually. The
with a winning pedigree.
VooDoo had home games televised on Pelican
Brandon Rizzuto, a native of the New Orleans
Sports Network in 2014 and have been on WRNO
area and a graduate of Archbishop Rummel and
99.5 FM for the last four seasons.
the University of New Orleans, was tabbed as the
Arena foootball remains viable. There is a
team’s new general manager while Dean Cokinos, pulse, an audience. The games are played at the
a veteran of the Arena League, was named as the
right time of the year. They are indoors, ensuring
new head coach.
no weather issues.
Rizzuto is no stranger to the VooDoo. He
The name VooDoo and the VooDoo logo are
served as the team’s media relations director in
still quite popular here, so popular that Benson
2011 and 2012 before leaving to take a senior ad- has tried on more than one occasion to re-acquire
ministrative position in athletics at UNO. He un- the brand from Harrington and Newman. While
derstands the landscape, has courted local spon- Harrington and Newman are not locals, they unsors and has a background in media.
derstand the significance of the brand and logo as
Rizzuto has worked as a radio show producer, being integral to any potential success.
served as a field reporter for the VooDoo and prep
Ultimately, there has to be an increase in lofootball, worked on a television show and served
cal staff, a genuine marketing effort and the final
as a reporter on radio. He also served as sports in- piece to the equation, a winning brand of football.
formation director at Nicholls State, where he was
Without those pieces in place, success will be fleetthe youngest SID in the nation.
ing, absent, regardless of the franchise name or
Rizzuto will be charged with growing sponsor- who is running the team. If the effort is sincere,
ships and corporate support, which has waned in
we should be talking about the VooDoo for several
the last few years. In some instances, he will have
years to come.
Disclaimer: Ken Trahan has served as the
to repair relationships which were damaged.
play-by-play voice of the VooDoo for the past four
Another aspect Rizzuto will pursue is a better
years (2011-2014).
permanent practice facility, with all due respect to
Tad Gormley Stadium. When there are no conflicts
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
and there are home games coming up, the VooDoo
practice at their game venue, Smoothie King Cen- WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www. SportsNola.com. and hosts
ter. Those opportunities are precious, few and far
“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on
between.

WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs
the Life Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All
Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.

com Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m.
as well as The Three Tailgaters Show Saturday
morning from 10:05 a.m.-noon with Ed Daniels
and Rick Gaille.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert Closing Assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Century Title_0914.indd 1
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OPENING NIGHT
STARLIGHT RACING WITH A COSMIC TWIST
NOVEMBER 21 - FIRST POST 5PM
PRESENTED BY EAST JEFFERSON GENERAL HOSPITAL
RACING SEASON MAGNET
GIVEAWAY

THANKSGIVING DAY
AT THE RACES

VETERANS
APPRECIATION DAY

• Saturday, November 22

• Thursday, November 27

• Saturday, November 29

• Magnet for the first 1,500
people

• Experience heart-pounding
racing action with the
running of the Thanksgiving
Handicap

soft
• $1 Hot dog and
drink for every Veteran with
proper credentials

• First post 1:25pm

• First post 11am

• First post 1:25pm

$100 CASH
GIVEAWAYS
EVERY HOUR!
SATURDAYS,
NOVEMBER 1 & 8
2PM–8PM

EVERY NEW MEMBER RECEIVES
GUARANTEED CASH WITH THE CHANCE TO
WIN A SHARE OF $2500!

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO
Cash in a Flash promotion excludes Thibodaux & Boutte locations. Guests can participate in $25 drawings hourly from 2-8pm at Thibodaux & Boutte locations Nov 1 &
8.Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See
official rules for details.
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Latin American News

The importance of English as a second language
By Rafael E. Saddy
I believe that Hispanics, for the most
part, recognize that no other country goes
out of their way in extending opportunities
and embracing a vast diversification of incoming cultures as does the United States
of America. Most Hispanics also recognize that speaking the English language is a sign of respect for their new country, helps them to appreciate
United States customs, and, most importantly, helps them understand the
economics of living and working here.
For any culture, being a part of the U.S. melting pot means that you
adopt your new homeland and assimilate its way of life, even while maintaining your own traditions. So why, then, are some new residents apprehensive about learning English as a second language? I would suggest that
there are a few reasons.
First, in all fairness, English is a very difficult language to learn. Second, learning a foreign language also takes a commitment of time and
money. In spite of these challenges though, Hispanics have shown and
continue to show that they are willing to assimilate into their new home
and they start by speaking the language, broken English, and this is music
to the ears of the larger society. Why? Because when new citizens take the
time to learn and speak the language, they are showing respect to this
country and respect to fellow Americans.
Learning to speak English is the best thing an immigrant to the United States can do to help incorporate themselves into their new society and
become a citizen of the United States of America. It will help to begin a
career, to meet people from different cultures, but most importantly, to be

able to communicate effectively in their new country. In my experience,
Hispanics believe that immigrants have to speak English to be a part
of American society and even more so that English should be taught to
their children. However, for older Hispanics who, because of their age,
are finding it hard to master the English language, and for those young
Hispanics that have recently immigrated to the United States and are
mastering the English language, we must provide assistance to them in
a bilingual format for them to truly understand the laws and customs
of their new country.
The next step in learning English as a second language is becoming a naturalized citizen as it brings right and privileges. It also brings
new responsibilities and one of them is to vote. By voting you become
part of democracy and guarantee yourself the right to say how you want
your country to be governed. This is a country that governs itself by law
and those laws are changed with the power of voting. To affect change
in legislation we all need to register to vote and exercise that right.
Community announcements
Nov. 20 – Unidad Hispanoamericana: General meeting and
event planning for Holiday at the Mall event. For information call
466-1483.
Nov. 12 – Asociación de Colombia coronation and gala dance
of Miss Colombia Queen 2014-2015, venue TBA. For information
call 388-3139.
Nov. 21 – Dando Gracias (Thanksgiving basket) a collective
effort by several civic organizations, business leaders, volunteers and
Sunburst Hispanic Radio La Mega and La Caliente. Thanksgiving baskets will be available to all needy families or individual issued on a first-

come, first-served basis, one per household. To get your name on the list
call 466-1483 or 832-3555.
Nov. 22 – Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana (ANDELA)
fundraiser dance to purchase Christmas toys for less fortunate kids, to
be held at the Kenner Pavilion (corner of Loyola and Vintage drive) in
Kenner from 8:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m., music by Ovi’G & the Froggies
(Los Ranas). For information call 466-1483.
Nov. 23 – Belize Association of Louisiana presents their annual
Belize Tea Party from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. Venue TBA. For information call 512-0103.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various
programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of
issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on
the KTV logo.
I leave you with this thought. ”Thanksgiving is possible only for
those who take time to remember where they came from; no one can
give thanks who has a short memory.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the board
of directors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Email
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Home
Remembering last winter
By Dan Dormady
When we think about last winter,
we remember long periods of colder
weather than we are normally accustomed to. Many of us wished we had
done more to be prepared after we
received our utility bill, too. As winter
months approach this year, it is important to take a few preventative measures to protect your home and make your home feel
warmer without turning up the heat and your utility bill this winter.
First on the list, it is important to replace or clean the filter
once a month during the heating season just like we are supposed
to do in the summer months. Dirty filters restrict airflow and increase energy demand. Make sure to use a good filter and not the
inexpensive blue-colored spun fiber filters as they provide only
minimal filtration.
Second, the heating equipment needs periodic tune-ups in
order to run at its best. Keeping your heating unit clean, lubricated
and properly adjusted will reduce energy use. If your furnace is over
20 years old it is probably in need of replacement. It will initially
cost more to upgrade to a new unit, but it will save you a lot of
money in the long run.
Most people think of fans only when they want to be cool, but
many ceiling units come with a handy switch that reverses the direction of the blades. Clockwise rotation makes it warmer as air
pooled near the ceiling is circulated back into the living space, cutting your heating costs.
It’s easy to forget to turn down the heat when you leave your
home, but doing so is one of the surest ways to save money. Installation of a programmable thermostat will allow you to lower the
temperature when you know you will not be at home. Advanced
programmable thermostats can even be controlled by your smartphone for convenience.
Simple air leaks can lower home energy efficiency, so seal up
gaps with caulking and weather stripping. Take a close look at places where two different building materials meet, such as corners,
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around chimneys, where pipes or wires exit and along the foundation. Feel around electrical outlets and switch-plates for cold air,
add insulation where necessary.
Check the attic and walls for adequate insulation. It can make
a big difference to add more insulation between walls. Make sure
your attic floor and basement ceiling are well covered.
Insulating pipes can help decrease the chance of your pipes
freezing. Check to see if your pipes are warm to the touch. If so,
they are good candidates for insulation. Use the same method to
determine if your hot water heater would benefit from some insulation. You can get pre-slit pipe foam at most hardware stores. Cut it
to size and fasten in place with duct tape. Ideally, choose the insulation with the highest R-value practical, which is a measure of its
heat-blocking power. Pipe insulation is often R-3 or, for batt styles
that you wrap around, a stronger R-7.
Heated and cooled air in an average system escapes from
ducts. If your ductwork is more than 20 years old, it could pay off
to hire a professional technician to come out and test your duct
system and fix any problems.
Make sure any hoses are drained and stowed away neatly.
Turn off exterior water spigots. It is also a good idea to cover the
water spigots. Also, if you have them, remove any window AC units
so you don’t invite cold drafts all winter.
Lastly, if you have a fireplace, have the chimney and fireplace cleaned and inspected by a professional before using it
each year.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and
licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady
Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie,
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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Entertainment
November’s fun at Treasure Chest Casino
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
It is a great time of the year, especially here in New Orleans. The weather
is generally pleasant, football season is in
the thick of things and feasts are planned
for friends and family to gather around
and enjoy. Growing up in Wisconsin, our Thanksgiving menu consisted
largely of turkey, potatoes, traditional dressing, cranberries and green
bean casserole. In Louisiana, I have found the menus to be quite different.
In addition to the traditional favorites like turkey and mashed potatoes,
other dishes seem to transform utilizing multiple combinations of ingredients. Oysters seem to be a main component in the dressing, mirlitons
and eggplant are mixed in with combinations of seafood and gumbo becomes the appetizer. Not to mention sweet potatoes cooked in a variety
of different ways, all made with an emphasis on “sweet.” It seems like in
the south you need two plates to cover the whole menu and then go back
around again for seconds.
This November, Treasure Chest has a feast of prizes and giveaways
planned along with a delicious Thanksgiving buffet for everyone to enjoy
without the hassle of doing the cooking or cleaning up the dishes.
Be sure to stop by November 7 as Treasure Chest, in conjunction
with the city of Kenner, will be offering “Shrimp Boil on the Lake”
from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. Boiled shrimp, corn, potatoes and cole
slaw will be served up for $10 with your B Connected player’s card
(applies to children 15 and under as well) or $15 without a card. Cold
beer, soft drinks and water will also be available for purchase. A portion of the proceeds will benefit the Dawn Busters Kiwanis Club. In
addition, Papa C and the Slammin Horns will be performing live starting at 6:30 p.m., weather permitting.

Wed., November 5
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., November 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition
Fri., November 7
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Esplanade
Sat., November 8
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Limited Edition
Sun., November 9
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., November 12
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., November 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats
Fri., November 14
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Tricks Band
Sat., November 15
10:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.
LO2
Sun., November 16
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Then, join us on Saturday, November 8 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:00
p.m. for our Peel and Reveal Double Bonus Day. Swipe your B Connected
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
card at any promotional kiosk to win from 10x up to 50x Points. Plus earn
Hot Water Heaters
350 points for a second bonus to win from $10 up to $1000 Slot Dollars.
•
Just peel off the five areas on the kiosk to reveal your total bonus award.
Let Treasure Chest help you stock up on all your holiday fixings
Residential Repairs
and more by visiting on November 22 for our “Makin Groceries GiveServicing Metairie & Kenner
away” from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. 20 B Connected members will
be selected at 11:00 p.m. to win various slot dollar and Winn Dixie gift
cards with two grand prize winners winning free groceries for the year
Sammy Sabella
Owner/Operated
valued at $3,500 each.
Licensed Master Plumber
Over 25 Years
For those of you looking to take a break from cooking this Thanksgiving, head on over to Treasure Chest for our “All You Can Eat” Thanksgiving buffet from 11:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. for just $21.99. Enjoy a
0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1
1/25/13
traditional southern Thanksgiving feast with your friends and family at
Attorney at Law
Treasure Chest.
Come join us, as each day is a celebration at Treasure Chest Casino!
35 years
Come out and enjoy the celebration with friends and family. The team
experience
members at Treasure Chest look forward to spending good times with you.
As usual players must be 21 or older to enter casino and rules and
restrictions apply.

885-0399
818-0007

Steven A. Watts

7:33 PM

Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information
visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

November brings live entertainment to Treasure Chest
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s
Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through
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4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811

Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
0912_Watts.indd
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject
to change.
Wed., November 19
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., November 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Private Party (No Band)
Fri., November 21
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Runaway Train
Sat., November 22
9:00 p.m.-1 a.m.
Orleans
Sun., November 23
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., November 26
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., November 27
8:00 p.m.-12:00 p.m.
Full Moon
Fri., November 28
8:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
John Pierre and Expressions
Sat., November 29
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside
Sun., November 30
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

1

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

8/24/12 10:08 PM

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Treasure Chest Casino brings “Trees of Hope” again this
holiday season for non-profit organizations
Treasure Chest Casino, located in Kenner’s Laketown, will once
again continue the holiday tradition of Boyd Gaming Corporation’s
“Trees of Hope,” a friendly tree decorating competition for local nonprofit organizations.
“This has become a great tradition here at Treasure Chest. Our
guests enjoy seeing the decorations each year and voting to help support
their charity of choice. And, this event gives local charities the opportunity to bring awareness to their causes while enjoying this fun event,” said
Mike Garms, general manager of the Treasure Chest.
Treasure Chest will provide pre-lit trees along the walkway that
leads into the casino. Each participating organization may decorate their
tree in their own unique way. Casino guests will be able to vote for their
favorite tree from December 2, 2014 through December 18, 2014 during

the holiday season.
On Friday, December 19, 2014, winners will be announced at an
award ceremony in the Treasure Chest Showroom at 6:30 p.m. The
first place winner will receive $5,000, second place will receive $2,500,
third place will receive $1,000 and the organizations that come in
fourth and fifth will each receive $500. Seven runners-up groups will
be awarded $300 each.
To apply for a tree, non-profit organizations are required to send
an informational email with the name and mission of the group and a
contact name, phone number and email address to Jacob Fousch at
JacobFousch@boydgaming.com by November 11, 2014. Spaces are
limited and will be reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.

Complete
Pest & Termite Control

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Government

Kenner city ordinance changes sale of streets money dedication
An ordinance was introduced at the October 2,
2014, Kenner City Council meeting that would replace
a 2006 law and allow proceeds from the sale of streets
or many other types of property to be spent on the
most pressing current capital project in the city – after
24 percent is sent to the Kenner Police Department.
The ordinance was approved at the council’s October
16, 2014 meeting.
Authored by Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike
Sigur and Councilman-at-large Keith Conley, the ordinance would require that the remaining 76 percent
go into a citywide capital asset fund. Sigur said the
council would then hold a public hearing and bring in
experts to decide which current project on the drawing board – no matter where it is located in the city
– should be funded with the money.
“The intent is for more transparency,” Sigur said.
“The public is involved in the process this way and
experts are relied upon to provide a ranking so the
council can determine how to best spend that money.”

While the 2006 law would be rescinded in the
process, Conley said the new ordinance keeps alive
the essence of that eight-year-old law.
“The spirit of that 2006 ordinance was to make
sure the funds were dedicated for district needs,” Conley said. “That is still what is happening with the new
law, only we are recognizing that if there is a greater
citywide need – such as a firehouse in disrepair, for
example – the money would go to that pressing need.”
The normal prior practice was for money from
the sale of streets to remain in whatever district the
streets were located. That gave the councilman for the
district complete control over the money.
Sigur said the problem with that procedure is
a lack of transparency – there is no guaranteed way
for residents to voice their opinion and to follow the
money trail.
“The intent here is to redirect the funds to a capital account for citywide use that professionals – such
as engineers, department directors or members of the

administration, as well as each council member – can
say: ‘Hey, we’ve got this capital need and here’s the
logic and the rationale behind the need for it.’ There
is then a ranking of those needs, and after public hearings, a vote of the council.”
Sigur said the 24 percent to the police department was added in the new law because the department is currently funded under a formula that calls for
24 percent of all anticipated revenue to go for police
needs. “The desire here is simply not to shortchange
the police department,” said Sigur.
Kenner Police Chief Mike Glaser said the police
department can certainly use any additional funding
and would dedicate any money received to purchase
new cars because the department has no separate
capital fund. “Right now, cars are purchased using
seized funds,” Glaser said.
Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato said the proposed ordinance is something
Kenner citizens deserve.

“I think it sends a statement that the city of Kenner is getting beyond territorial political issues and
putting the best interests of the city as a whole first
and foremost,” he said. “If we can’t agree on what the
best interests of the city are – then we need to work
that much harder to determine where those funds
should be spent in the best interests of the city as a
whole rather than limit it to the needs of one district
alone.”
Kenner Council President Maria DeFrancesch
also agreed, saying “I’m 100 percent behind rescinding
the old ordinance and replacing it with the new one.”
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he believes the proposed law is an example of good government in action.
“I want to commend Councilmen Sigur and Conley for this ordinance,” the mayor said. “I think this is
a great idea and ensures that any proceeds that come
in are spent on the most pressing citywide need. I’m
also happy that the public will be fully involved in the
process, which is exactly what should happen.”

CASA Jefferson is special program with special heroes
By Allan Katz
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) is
a volunteer program in Jefferson Parish that has won
the praise of juvenile court judges and Jefferson Parish
Sheriff Newell Normand.
CASA volunteers, who can be residents of any
parish, offer to serve as appointees of the juvenile
court to provide information about the needs of
abused and neglected children. Sheriff Normand
says, “These volunteers who come forward of their
own volition to help the children in the juvenile

Farmer’s Market
from page 1

Bertucci says south Louisiana is great farming
country. “We can grow lettuce, spinach, zucchini and
broccoli,” says Bertucci. “It’s a nice thing that people
today appreciate fresh-grown farm produce that comes
right out of the ground to them. I think it was like that
at the French Market in the old days that our grandparents tell us about. Kenner’s Rivertown is a wonderful location for a farmer’s market. Anyone who hasn’t
visited us yet ought to do so just to see for themselves
what it’s like and how fresh the produce is.”
Ladner says it’s vendors like Bertucci who have
helped make the farmer’s market in Kenner a tremendous success. The farmer’s market will open at 9:00 a.m.

justice system really are heroes. They may not wear
capes like Superman but those of us who have seen
them at work know they are really special.”
Rosana Gonzalez, director of programs for CASA
Jefferson, says a very special CASA hero is Daimon
Ponthieux, a resident of Kenner. Since signing on as
a CASA volunteer in 2010, Ponthieux has served as an
advocate for seven children in the juvenile justice system, ranging in age from six to seventeen. Daimon has
devoted more than 780 hours to helping children and
has driven more than 4,000 miles to be sure that he
has not missed any details that the court should know
in January through March and go back opening at 8:00
a.m. in April through October.
“There is no admission charge to the farmer’s market and plenty of free parking,” said Ladner. “Along with
fresh fruit and vegetables, vendors sell homemade jams,
jellies and handcrafts and we also offer cooking demonstrations, gardening tips and more.”
“We think the farmer’s market in Kenner has the
potential to keep growing,” Ladner says. “We have definitely found a niche for farm-grown produce in the city
of Kenner.”
The farmer’s market is located in Rivertown at
410 Williams Boulevard across from the city’s Exhibition Hall. For more information visit www.kenner.la.us
or www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket for
more information or call Ladner at 468-7211.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

November 13, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
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about. The goal of CASA, and volunteers like Daimon
Ponthieux, is to be sure that every child they are committed to protect has a safe and secure home, that
their school needs are being met and that the adults
responsible for those children are meeting all their
obligations and responsibilities.
“Daimon never seems to get tired of helping
children,” says Gonzalez. “He played a key role in our
getting drop-off sites for donations at three Walgreen
stores in Kenner, another in Metairie and still another
in Harahan. And, Daimon also helped collect prom
dresses so that high school girls in the juvenile justice

Airport
from page 1

estimates prior to the beginning of actual planning
put the anticipated price of the new terminal in excess of $650 million. Ahmad and the New Orleans
Aviation Board have lined up funding in advance for
the anticipated cost of the new terminal.
Ahmad said Kenner residents will start seeing
construction preparations next summer. Meanwhile,
Ahmad and his airport team are working closely with
the administration of Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni,
the Kenner City Council and other city officials.
“Kenner is our partner in this historic venture,”
said Ahmad. “We are keeping them informed at every
step along the way. Kenner issues our building permits for the new terminal so we talk to them regularly,

Rivertown
from page 1

applications from community members who may be
interested in serving,” said Ince.
Rivertown, with its acceptance into the Main
Street Program, becomes one of 34 historic districts
throughout Louisiana that are recognized by the state.
Some of the historic districts are located in small
towns like Homer, Louisiana while others are in the
state’s larger cities, such as Monroe, Louisiana.
“The state of Louisiana Office of Cultural Development does a tremendous job with providing resources and guidance throughout the revitalization
process,” said Ince. We know this program works and
provides results, in the past year alone 147 new busi-

system would have appropriate clothes to wear to their
proms. Today, we’re looking for more volunteer advocates because there are children in the Jefferson Parish juvenile court system who have no one to advocate
for them. Daimon is our role model. We know there are
other adults in Kenner who have the time and the kind
of caring heart that it takes to be a CASA volunteer. We
want them to be aware of our program and our needs.”
To volunteer or to find out more about the CASA
Jefferson program, call Carolyn Barras at 620-5889.
CASA Jefferson also has more information at their website, www.casajefferson.org.

sharing information and seeking their input. For example, a major part of planning the new terminal is
addressing the drainage issues that will affect both
the airport and the city. Another aspect of our planning is to address the traffic issues that will come into
play when construction begins. We do not want to
create gridlock on Kenner streets when construction
begins and, of course, the administration shares that
goal and will be working closely with us.”
Mayor Yenni and members of the City Council
have endorsed plans for the new terminal, saying that
it will create millions of dollars in new investments
around the site of the new terminal and hundreds
of permanent new jobs. It is estimated that at least
1,000 construction jobs will be required to build the
new terminal.

nesses were created in local Main Street districts with
a $27.55 to $1 ratio for a return on investment.”
“We know there is tremendous enthusiasm in
Kenner for the development of Rivertown,” said Ince.
“People here understand that Rivertown is a unique
historic district that includes 19th century buildings
that date back to the time when Kenner was an agricultural center and a railroad hub handling farm goods,
lumber and other products. There was also a residential component in the original Rivertown, just as there
is today. Our goal is to preserve Kenner’s past while
making our historic district a successful commercial
and residential neighborhood by today’s standards.”
Interested parties can contact Ince at the city’s
Department of Planning at City Hall at 468-7240 or
email planning@kenner.la.us.
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CEO of GNO, Inc. sees economic development opportunities for Kenner

Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council
from page 1

members from last year’s inaugural Youth Council. Returning group members have already indicated that raising money to improve the Veterans
Park Playground will continue to be a focus for
the council, said Deputy Chief Administrative Office Natalie Newton, the Kenner administration
advisor to the group.
Newton said neither she nor Yenni have any
set agenda for the Youth Council. “From meeting
to meeting, the members decide what they want
to do as a group and how they want to do it,” she
said. “I think that’s the best way for them to utilize their time on the council and to learn about
local government. I’m simply here to guide them
toward the resources they need.”
Last year, the MYAC held a number of fundraisers to raise money for Veterans Playground,
attended council meetings and offered a valuable perspective from Kenner’s youth to elected
officials.
The new members, all between 14 and 19
years old, live in Kenner and agree to attend
monthly meetings and other functions organized
by the youth council.

Hecht said he recognizes Mayor Yenni’s vision
and leadership, adding that Kenner’s revitalization
can attract the families now headed to the metro
area because of the low cost and high culture that
nobody else can match.
“I think this can work well (for Kenner) for a
couple of decades,” Hecht said.
Hecht pointed to the arrival of 4th Source, an
informational technology company that has relocated from Atlanta and is forecast to create 320 highpaying jobs within the next four years as an example.
4th Source chief executive officer Michael Wedge
said the tax incentives and work force available to
his company, along with the proximity to the airport,
river and rail lines, made Kenner a logical choice.
But Wedge also pointed to Kenner’s revitaliza-

Kenner’s newest ambassadors were inducted on October 16, 2014 prior to the Kenner City
Council Meeting.
The new members are Alexis Aviles, Vanessa Barrios, Katherine Blackburn and Catherine Pellerin from Mount Carmel Academy;
Gabriella DiMaria from Bonnabel High School;
Andres Fuentes and Oswaldo Infante from Archbishop Rummel High School; Brett Hildreth and
Nicolas Tanner from Brother Martin High School;
Cade Fuxan and Evan Slattery from Jesuit High
School; Queen Tervalon from St. Martin’s Episcopal School; and Emma Vincent from St. Mary’s
Dominican High School.
Returning Youth Council members are Deborah Alvarenga from Cabrini High School; Cameron Armand, Mayank Mardia, Brandon Sprague
and Arjun Verma from Jesuit High School; Younes
Boulares from Haynes Academy for Advanced
Studies; Ashley Johnson from Mount Carmel
Academy; and Justin Sandoval from Holy Cross
School/NOCCA.
For more information on the Mayor’s Youth
Advisory Council, visit www.kenner.la.us (see
the MYAC subpage) or call Deputy CAO Newton
at 468-7240.

MEMBERS OF THE 2014-2015
MAYOR’S YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL
New Members
Alexis Aviles
Mount Carmel Academy
Vanessa Barrios
Mount Carmel Academy
Katherine Blackburn
Mount Carmel Academy
Gabriella DiMaria
Bonnabel High School
Andres Fuentes
Archbishop Rummel
High School

Cade Fuxan
Jesuit High School
Brett Hildreth
Brother Martin High
School
Oswaldo Infante
Archbishop Rummel High
School
Catherine Pellerin
Mount Carmel Academy

Evan Slattery
Jesuit High School
Nicholas Tanner
Brother Martin
High School
Queen Tervalon
St. Martin’s Episcopal
Emma Vincent
St. Mary’s Dominican

Executive Members
Deborah Alvarenga
Cabrini High School
Cameron Armand
Jesuit High School
Younes Boulares
Haynes Academy

Ashley Johnson
Mount Carmel Academy
Mayank Mardia
Jesuit High School
Justin Sandoval

Holy Cross High School/NOCCA

Brandon Sprague
Jesuit High School
Arjun Verma
Jesuit High School

tion as another key factor.
At an October meeting of Mayor Yenni’s Economic Development Committee, the driving force
behind his Kenner 2030 Plan, the mayor told the
EDC that it’s important not to relax if the city hopes
to continue to attract some of the companies and
young professionals being lured to the metro area.
“My second term is a time to keep the pedal to the
metal,” he said.
Yenni said he wants the EDC to “re-engage” on
the area of education, even though the city’s elementary schools are doing well and the city’s first charter
school, the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, had a successful first year and currently has a
waiting list that is nearly matches the school’s enrollment. Good schools are perhaps the top selling point

Christmas Village
from page 1

will entertain until 8:30 p.m.
Christmas Village will be open each weekend night from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. and
admission and parking are free. Non-profit organizations will be selling food and drinks and live
groups will entertain visitors every night.
“We invite the public to enjoy this ‘White
Christmas’ in Rivertown. The forecast on December 5 is snow in Christmas Village,” said Marroccoli. “We hope everyone will enjoy the small town

to young people considering where to live, he said.
Yenni said he also wants the city to “re-engage”
with The Esplanade mall, saying that a thriving mall
is a great selling point for a city. Yenni said he and
Kenner Councilman at large Keith Conley are in the
very earliest stages of exploring the possibility of a
port on the Mississippi River in Kenner. “With the airport, rail and interstate so close, Kenner is the next
logical place for a port,” Yenni said.
In the area of recreation, Kenner District 5
Councilman Dominick Impastato is part of a committee studying ways to better utilize the city’s playgrounds.
“Kenner is really on a roll now,” Yenni said.
“This is the time to work even harder so that we can
have the city we’ve always dreamed about.”

Christmas feeling Rivertown projects plus it’s a
great way to start off the holidays.”
In addition, the Kenner Planetarium and
MegaDome Cinema, located at 2020 Fourth
Street in Rivertown, will be open each Saturday
for a special holiday-themed planetarium show,
“Season of Light,” starting at 7:00 p.m. followed
by a musical laser light show, “Laser Holidays,”
at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets are $4 per person per show and may
be purchased at the planetarium box office. For
more information call 468-7231.

24-hour electricAl service
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Kenner is poised to take advantage of the
remarkable economic overhaul that is currently
transforming the metropolitan New Orleans area
as a whole into a destination location for industries and young professionals, according to Michael Hecht, president and chief executive officer
of Greater New Orleans, Inc., a regional economic
development alliance serving the 10-parish region
of southeast Louisiana.
Hecht said Kenner is undergoing a significant
revitalization of its own under Mayor Michael S.
Yenni, pointing to the excellent school choices in the
city, the expansion ongoing in Rivertown and the future growth expected because of the airport terminal
relocation and the commercial development of the
Lake Pontchartrain lakefront.
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Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

First Saints preseason game-Friday, Aug. 8. First regular season game-Sept. 7.
First LSU game-Aug. 30. First NFL regular season-Thursday, Sept. 4.
WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
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WIN BIG...WIN LOCAL!
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lake

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7 I 6:30pm - 9:30pm
(weather permitting)

MAKIN’

Groceries

Enjoy boiled shrimp & free live entertainment
by Papa C & The Slammin Horns on the
front lawn of Treasure Chest Casino!

receive a platter
of boiled shrimp & all
the fixins for $10
(Price for non-B Connected members is $15)

Cold beer and beverages
available for purchase.
Must be 21 or older. Points do not rollover week to week. Cumulative points start
Monday of each promotion week and will end at 11:00pm on Friday of the same week.
Once participant swipes at kiosk, no additional points can be earned towards
the promotion. Limit one swipe per week. Other restrictions apply.

Join us as we draw 20 B Connected members
to win Slot Dollars AND a gift card for groceries!

7:00pm
8:00pm
9:00pm
10:00pm
11:00pm

I
I
I
I
I

6 Winners of $250 Slot Dollars
& $100 grocery gift card
5 Winners of $500 Slot Dollars
& $150 grocery gift card
4 Winners of $750 Slot Dollars
& $200 grocery gift card
3 Winners of $1,000 Slot Dollars
& $250 grocery gift card
2 Winners of groceries for a year!

WIN ONCE EVERY HOUR!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
7:00pm - 11:00am

Plus, 2 winners
will go home
with GROCERIES
FOR A YEAR!

Receive one free entry during the promotion. Additional entries can be earned
November 1 - November 22 at 10:45pm. 100 points = 1 entry. Check in at any
kiosk starting at 5:00pm on promotion day to be eligible. Grand prize of
groceries for a year is paid out in $3,500 cash. Groceries for a year is
based on the average cost of food at the time of the promotion.

5050 WILLIAMS BLVD | TreasureChest.com

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1.877.770.STOP
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