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Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he is 
determined in the next four years to improve 
the city’s finances while maintaining excellent 
public safety. His goals include making signifi-
cant improvements in the city’s public works in-
frastructure while eliminating crime and blight 
in Kenner’s neighborhoods.

Complete election returns for the April 5, 
2014 election show the 37-year-old incumbent 
mayor received 75 percent of the vote with 6,285 
ballots cast for him. His two opponents, Walter 
A. “Walt” Bennetti and “Al” Morella, respectively 
received 17 percent of the vote (1,442 ballots) 

and seven percent of the vote (617 ballots). The 
turnout was 23 percent as 8,224 Kenner voters 
went to the polls. Yenni’s second term will start 

July 1, 2014.
“We are pleased about those who have ex-

pressed their support for our ongoing plans to re-
build Kenner’s image, infrastructure and revenue 
streams,” said Mayor Yenni.

Yenni and his administration are plunging 
forward with their plans for the next four years. 
Kenner’s historic district, Rivertown, has recently 
been accepted in the state’s Main Street program 
after city officials diligently pursued this des-
ignation that opens up federal, state and local 
resources. Additionally, there is more good news 
for Rivertown as Mayor Yenni says a new catering 
company is opening its doors in one of the dis-
trict’s historic buildings.

Mayor Yenni looks ahead to next four years
By Allan Katz

Elected without opposition, Kenner’s Police 
Chief-elect Michael Glaser won’t officially be sworn 
in until July 1, 2014, but everyone who knows him is 
already thinking of Glaser as “the Chief.”

“Being the chief is what I’ve worked toward all 
my adult life and I’m very comfortable in the role,” 
says Glaser, a 23-year KPD veteran. “I’ve been serv-
ing as deputy police chief and when Chief Caraway 
has gone out of town, I’ve served as the chief.”

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway, who has 
served in the job for eight years and was term-lim-
ited, is a staunch supporter of Glaser being his suc-
cessor. And Glaser says he was prepared to prove 
he was the best candidate by running for the office 
against whoever might have chosen to challenge 
him, but there were no challengers.

“I’m honestly amazed,” says the Glaser. “I nev-
er imagined that I would win without opposition. I 
would like to think that when people looked at my 

credentials, they concluded that I could make a 
strong case for being Chief Caraway’s successor.”

Over 23 years, Glaser has served in the patrol, 
criminal investigation and internal affairs division 
at KPD. He has been a detective, field training of-
ficer, patrol officer and taught at the Kenner Po-
lice Academy. He is an expert on civil service law 
as it applies to law enforcement, holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree in criminal justice from Loyola  

Kenner’s Police Chief-elect Glaser is a 
proven cop with a lot of good experience
By Allan Katz
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Airport planners say that after the new $650 
million state of the art terminal is completed on 
the north side of the Armstrong International 

tract in 2018, the existing terminal adjacent to Air-
line Drive will be partially demolished and what 

After new airport terminal completed, 
existing terminal to be partially demolished
By Allan Katz

Mayor Michael S. Yenni (at the microphone) celebrates his second term election victory with 
his mom, Peggy Yenni (left) and his wife, Michelle Swanner Yenni (right), holding their daughter, 
Reagan. Far right are Al Swanner, Michelle’s grandfather, former Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz and 
the mayor’s niece, Mia Pettavino.
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Kenner Police Chief-elect
Michael Glaser

On February 14, 2014, at the close of candidate 
qualifying for the scheduled April 5, 2014 citywide 
election for all seven Kenner council seats, three 
candidates won their positions by being unopposed. 
Maria DeFrancesch will become the new Kenner 
Division A Councilwoman-at-Large. Michele Brani-
gan, currently holding the position, is term-limited. 
DeFrancesch previously held the District 4 council 
seat for eight years, since July 1, 2006. In Division 3, 
incumbent Councilman Keith Reynaud returns for 
a second term. First-time candidate Leonard Cline 
will replace DeFrancesch as District 4 councilman.

The other four council positions were on the 
April 5, 2014 ballot.

In the Kenner Division B Councilman-at-Large 

race, three ran for the post as Jeannie M. Black was 
term limited from running for that position. Keith 

Kenner City Council will seat many new  
faces come July 1

See complete make-up 

of newly elected 

Kenner City Council 

on page 22
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Projected land use plan for south side of airport

The details are falling in place for the ex-
citing five-day visit from May 15-19, 2014 of The 
Moving Wall, the one-half replica of The Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial located in Washington, 
D.C.

One of the highlights of the visit is a 
procession that includes a motorcade, police, 
firefighters and military representatives es-
corting a plaque that contains the names of 
the 47 “Fallen Heroes” from Jefferson Parish 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam, 
as well as wreaths from each military branch. 
The procession will start at the Pontchartrain 
Center beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, May 16.  

The Moving Wall visits Kenner for five days
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Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor or for more information  
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

visit www.kenner.la.us

Farmers Market_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   2:41 PM

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GEnEral Public - SaTurday  Only  H   box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show  H  children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

our Place in Space
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 32 minutes  
Help Scarlet the Macaw solve a crossword puzzle about the sky. One clue builds on 
another and the answers lead to learning about the rotation of the Earth,the effects 
of gravity (or the lack thereof), and the cause of day and night. There is even a brief 
segment about constellations and how the sky is a big dot to dot game.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s 
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our 
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back 
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

into the Deep
Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 32 minutes  
Dive into the fascinating worlds of marine biology, underwater geology, and the history 
of deep-sea exploration. Journey to the “Lost City” and the RMS Titanic in the Atlantic, 
to the famed Galapagos “black smokers”, to the Challenger Deep, considered the lowest 
point of the Marina Trench in the Pacific. Observe bioluminescent life forms so strange 
looking; they could be straight out of science fiction.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

laseropolis
Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 50 minutes  
Experience how music affects your mood in this laser show filled with vibrant forms and stimulating color! 
With songs from the 70’s, 80’s, and beyond, Laser Opolis is packed with hit after chart topping hit. Featured 
artists include Creed, Nirvana, No Doubt, REM, and many more. Among the selections are Torn, Smells like 
Teen Spirit, Spiderwebs, and End of the World.

MegadomeAd_0414.indd   1 3/22/14   10:01 PM

NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK

 6:30-9:30

FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

 6:30-9:30

FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

 6:30-9:30

FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

468-7231

May 3rd - THE YAT PACK 
May 10th - CATEGORY 6
May 17th - THE REFUGEZE
May 24th - GROOVY 7
May 31st - TOPCATS

May 2 – Category 6 
May 9 – august rush
May 16 – Mojeaux
May 23 – PaPa C and  
  the slaMMin horns
May 30 – the toPCats

Music in the Park_Qtr_0414.indd   1 3/22/14   10:00 PM

 

   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MOVIES 
IN THE 
PARK
IN KENNER’S 
HERITAGE PARK

SHOWTIME AT 8PM!
May 3  Smurfs 2
May 10  Despicable Me 2
May 17  Frozen
May 24  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2
May 31  Iron Man 3

CONCESSIONS FOR SALE!
NO OUTSIDE FOOD, DRINK, OR PETS ALLOWED!

For more info, 468-7231 or visit, www.kenner.la.us

Enjoy family friendly features under the stars on a 25-foot outdoor 
movie screen! Bring your own lawn chair or blanket! Weather permitting!
Enjoy family friendly features under the stars on a 25-foot outdoor 
movie screen! Bring your own lawn chair or blanket! Weather permitting!

Movies in the Park_0514.indd   1 4/21/14   12:30 AM

KennerFP_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   2:42 PM
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Tennis Camps – Ages 5-11
Tennis will be played in the mornings and afternoons, with swimming  

and lunch during the middle portions of the day. Half days also available. 
 The instruction for the tennis will be a fun, games-based approach using the  

QuickStart format. There will also be introductory golf lessons one day per week.
Tues – Fri, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

June 24 – 27 & July 29 – August 1
Member rate: $160/week, $50/day, $30/half day (9:00-12:00 or 12:00-3:00)

Non-member rate: $200/week, $60/ day, $35/half day
Includes t-shirt, refreshments, nutritional snacks & lunch on full days

For more information or to reserve your spot call 467-1351 or email tennis@chateaugcc.com.

Ultimate Fun Camp – Ages 5-12
Join us for 2 fun-filled weeks at the sencond annual “Ultimate FUN Camp”! This summer 
camp will showcase all we offer here at Chateau. Camp will include Mini Tennis and Golf 
Lessons, Swimming, Cooking Class, and Arts and Crafts. Every day is sure to be full of 
fun and learning. Your child will have a blast! Sign up early because space is Limited!
Camp Info:
Sessions: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
June 16th – 20th, July 21st  – 25th  &  August 4th – 8th  
Members: $225/Child, Non-Members $260/child (per session). 
Price includes snack, lunch, & drinks, and  1 camp t-shirt (must be worn everyday)
*Space is LIMITED. Sign up is REQUIRED. No walk-ins will be permitted.  
For more infomation and registration forms call Allison at 467-1351.

Swim Lessons
Open to members and non-members

Private, semi-private & group lessons start first week of June
For more information or to register visit www.selaaquatics.com.

Mini-Arts Camp – Ages 5-12
Member rate: $65 per child per week. Non-member rate: $80 per child per week
Kids will enjoy jewelry making, painting and all sorts of fun arts & craft projects
Tuesday – Friday 10:30 – 1:00 pm on June 10 – 13 & July 8 – 11
Includes lunch & beverages. Call Allison – 467-1351

Golf Clinics – Ages 7 & up
Interactive golf clinic – 9 to 10:30 am, Tuesday – Friday
Putting, chipping & bunker shots, long & short Irons, fairway woods &  
tee shots Other activities are Chateau Putt Putt, golf course etiquette,  
dress code & actual playing on the course
Sessions: June 3 – 6, July 8 –11
Member rate: $65 per member per session
Non-member rate: $85 per non-member
Includes Chateau Jr. golf tee shirt, refreshments during camp, nutritional snacks
Call Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional Wayne Fuselier at 467-1351
Email golfpro@chateaugcc.com for additional information or questions

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351

Chateau Golf and Country Club  
ChiLdren’S SUMMer ProGrAMS

OPEN TO PUBLIC

Chateau CC Summer Programs_0413.indd   1 3/26/14   5:15 AM

0612_Orthopedic Center.indd   1 5/25/12   7:44 PM
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TCC_33028Fes_Sizzlin Stacks/Slotzilla_Kenner Star AD_5”W x13.125”H_Run Date 5.1.14

5050 WILLIAMS BLVD   |   TreasureChest.com

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1.877.770.STOP

FRIDAY, MAY 9 & 23
7:00pm - 10:00pm

Grab & Win

Earn 200 points each promotion day for a 
chance to conquer Slotzilla and grab up to 

$2,500 Slot Dollars®. 

Every grab is a guaranteed winner!
Only one slot grab per person, per promotion day. Points can be earned on promotion days only 

starting at 8:00am. Must visit any kiosk after earning 200 points to print ticket and return to 
promotions area for slot grab. Must be 21 or older. Other restrictions apply. 

Receive one free entry during the promotion. Entries can be earned Thursday, May 1 through 
Saturday, May 31 only. 100 daily points = 1 entry. Check-in begins at 5:00pm on promotion day. 

Must be present to win. Must be 21 or older. Other restrictions apply.

WIN BIG...
WIN LOCAL!

Sizzlin’ Stacks

Saturday, May 31  I  7:00pm - 11:00pm

7:00pm  I  5 winners of $250
8:00pm  I  5 winners of $500

   9:00pm  I  5 winners of $1,000
 10:00pm  I  5 winners of $1,500
 11:00pm  I  5 winners of $2,000

We have a red-hot stack of cash burning a hole in our pocket, 
and we are giving it away! Join us on Saturday, May 31 as 5 winners 

are selected each hour to win CASH! Win each hour!

18.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 pack 12 oz.
SuitcaSe

5.99

cajunland

20 Pack

16.
99

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm • Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com

top off 
Your tank

PROPANE
Sold bY

the gallon

Treat Your
   Mother on
       Mother’s Day!

We’re your 
BOILING 

headquarters!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

Mothers Day is May 11th

IceHouse_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   2:48 PM

Why go with a small business loan from 
Gulf Coast Bank?

Lower Monthly Payments • Flexible Terms
Low Down Payment • Financing Closing Costs

An SBA loan is perfect for a wide variety of purposes 
including franchises, business acquisitions, and even 

commercial real estate initiatives. 

GULFBANK.COM 1-800-223-2060•
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Latest Louisiana political scandal: Sex, lies and videotape 
 By Jeff Crouere

Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni, just re-elected, 
believes that Police 
Chief-elect Mike Gla-
ser is an outstanding 
police officer. And, 

Chief-elect Glaser, thinks that Mayor Yenni is one of 
the most able, visionary and smartest public officials 
he’s ever met.

If things go well in the next four years, we’ll 
remember the time from 2014 to 2018 as the “Era 
of the Two Mikes.” Hopefully, with Mayor Yenni in 
charge of government and Chief Glaser in charge 
of the police department, it will be a time when 
crime continues to decline in volume in Kenner 
and the city continues to fight fiscal tough times 
with growth and redevelopment of Kenner’s infra-
structure, revenue streams and image.

One who has a good overview of both Mayor 
Yenni and Chief Glaser is retiring Kenner Police 
Chief Steve Caraway who served eight years as 
Kenner’s police chief and could surely have been 
reelected to a third term if he had not been term-
limited. Caraway, who I think deserves to go down 

in the history books as one of Kenner’s best po-
lice chiefs, thinks that Yenni and Glaser will be 
remembered as a dynamic duo who worked well 
together, Yenni pushing government to respond to 
Kenner’s needs while Chief Glaser is making sure 
that the KPD, despite stand-still budgets, remains 
aggressive and enthusiastic about their work.

To put all of this in perspective, it helps to turn 
the clock back four years to see where Yenni and Gla-
ser were in their careers in 2010.

Yenni was then-Mayor Ed Muniz’s top city offi-
cial. Mayor Muniz would have been a cinch for reelec-
tion but became profoundly depressed over Kenner’s 
finances. The city was clearly underfunded but, in 
the midst of a recession, there was no appetite for 
new taxes. Muniz decided not to run for reelection. 
Yenni decided to go for it. There were many questions 
about him. At age 33, was he too young to be a mayor? 
What about his leadership qualities? Did he have a 
clear vision of what he wanted Kenner to be? Was his 
plan to cut Kenner’s budget by more than $8 million 
viable? What would become of Kenner if the budget 
was slashed?

Well, today, we know that Yenni has the guts to 

make tough decisions, has leadership qualities and 
his 2030 plan is a clear, achievable plan to how Ken-
ner can become once again one of Louisiana’s most 
progressive cities. The voters, of course, endorsed 
Yenni’s plan, style and vision with a 75 percent land-
slide in the first primary.

Meanwhile, Glaser was quietly moving along 
with his KPD career. He emerged as a strong deputy 
chief backing up Caraway. Earlier in his career, when 
he was a street detective, he had demonstrated the 
qualities of an excellent police officer. As he moved 
up the executive ladder, Chief Caraway asked him to 
become the KPD’s expert on civil service. Those of us 
who have been around government can tell you there 
is no more complex, nit-picking subject in the world 
than civil service law as it applies to law enforcement. 
But Glaser took on the challenge and today he is con-
sidered one of the state’s most knowledgeable cops 
when it comes to civil service law.

I think the “Two Mikes” have shown the right 
stuff. Mayor Yenni has tremendous momentum going 
while Chief-elect Glaser has great police credentials 
as he steps in to fill Caraway’s big shoes. For Yenni’s 
vision of Kenner moving forward to become a reality, 

Kenner has to continue to be a safe city. Chief Cara-
way accomplished that and now it’s going to be Chief 
Glaser’s turn, along with the men and women of the 
Kenner Police Department who deserve real praise 
for their day-to-day in the streets hard work.

On the government side, Yenni has big chal-
lenges, including budgeting, getting his city beauti-
fication plan off the ground, rejuvenating Rivertown, 
getting the right developer for the Laketown devel-
opment project and helping the Kenner Discovery 
Health Sciences Academy school become a pre-K to 
12th grade school that not only attracts outstanding 
students but gives families good reasons to want to 
raise their children at homes located in Kenner with-
in close proximity to the school.

Kenner certainly isn’t out of the financial woods 
yet. There are still lots of problems on the table. But 
the voters seem to have made excellent leadership 
choices. All of us who care about Kenner’s future 
have reason to hope that the era of the “Two Mikes” 
will be a great time in the history of this fine city.  

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net. 

For the next four years, the “Two Mikes” will hold center stage in Kenner
By Allan Katz

Political

Louisiana is 
known for its colorful 
political characters. 
From Huey Long to 

Edwin Edwards, the state has produced more than its 
fair share of political rogues. From corruption to sex 
scandals, the state’s politicians seem to be unable to 
stay out of the headlines for the wrong reasons.

In recent years, among state officials, three in-
surance commissioners in a row were sent to prison 
as well as an elections commissioner, leading to the 
abolishment of that office. A myriad of state legislators 
have been convicted of serious crimes, as well as may-
ors, council members and even judges. The latest court 
case involved former mayor of New Orleans, Ray Nagin, 
who was convicted of 20 federal corruption charges 
and now faces the prospect of many years behind bars.

Once the reality TV star and former Governor 
Edwards finished his eight-plus-year prison sentence, 
he started thinking about how to stay in the headlines. 
Not surprisingly, he married a woman five decades 
younger, had another baby and decided to run for Con-
gress. He is running a sideshow and a political cam-
paign simultaneously.

The leading candidate in the 2015 race for gov-
ernor of Louisiana, U.S. Senator David Vitter, has 
been plagued with accusations that he was a client 
of prostitutes both in New Orleans and Washington 
D.C. In 2007, his phone number was discovered on 
the call records of the D.C. madam, who commit-
ted suicide before her trial could begin. Vitter has 
never clarified what activity he engaged in, except 
to say it was a “serious sin.”

The latest embarrassment involves another Lou-
isiana politician engaged in marital infidelity. In this 
case, his “serious sin” was captured on video and has 
been exposed to the world.

Louisiana Fifth District Congressman Vance 
McAllister was caught by an office security camera 
kissing Melissa Anne Hixon Peacock, a 33-year-
old married woman, who previously served as his 
scheduler. The incident occurred at his district 
office in Monroe on December 23, 2013, just one 
month after his election.

The problem is that McAllister is married with 
five children and was elected on a family values, con-
servative Christian platform. His biggest endorsement 
in his congressional race was courtesy of the Robert-
son family, devout Christians, of “Duck Dynasty” fame.

To make matters worse for the Congressman, his 
alleged affair is with the wife of his close friend, Heath 
Peacock, who now claims McAllister, has “ruined his 
life.” As a result of the situation, Peacock intends to 
seek a divorce from his wife.

According to West Monroe Pastor Danny Chance, 
the video was purportedly leaked by another staffer 
in McAllister’s office who might be trying to force 
the Congressman from office. The disclosure might 
become a problem for whoever provided the informa-
tion since the security at a federal office was obviously 
breached in some manner to produce the video. In fact, 
the Congressman has asked the FBI to investigate the 
security breach and the release of the video.

Certainly McAllister is a hypocrite and sinner 
like the rest of us; however, he has been exposed in 
a very public and damaging way. When the incident 
became public, McAllister immediately apologized 
for his behavior and stated that he intends to run 
for reelection.

Despite his game statement, it remains to be 
seen if the Congressman can continue to serve his con-
stituents despite the scandal or if too much damage 
has been done to his political career. Both Louisiana 
Republican Party Chairman Roger Villere and Louisi-

ana Governor Bobby Jindal have called for McAllister 
to resign.

Vitter was able to withstand his scandal and is 
now a leader in the race for governor of Louisiana. 
However, since his scandal broke in 2007, Vitter has 
not exactly been the most popular member of the U.S. 
Senate. Certainly his scandal damaged his ability to 
build coalitions and craft legislation in the “most ex-
clusive club in the world.”

Similarly, McAllister might be shunned by his 
colleagues. As the GOP works to retain the solid sup-
port of conservative Christians in mid-term congressio-
nal elections, House Republican leaders will not want 
to highlight a member involved in such a scandal.

If McAllister does not resign, he will face the vot-
ers in November. On the bright side, Louisiana voters 
forgave Vitter for potentially being involved with pros-
titutes and McAllister committed no crime in cheat-
ing on his wife. Nevertheless, McAllister did engage 
in inappropriate behavior with a subordinate in a fed-
eral office, while supposedly working for the taxpayers. 
With his marital infidelity, McAllister embarrassed not 
only his family, but also his congressional district and, 
once again, the people of Louisiana.

It is getting pretty old to see Louisiana poli-
ticians in the news for the wrong reasons. Maybe 
voters should start to demand a higher ethical stan-
dard among those they elect for such prestigious 
positions.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER 
LAPLACE   ·   BOUTTE  ·  METAIRIE  ·  THIBODAUX  ·  WESTWEGO

Spin to Win not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this 
promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

YOU COULD WIN A
SHARE OF $63,000! 

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
NOW–JUNE 28 • 12PM–2AM 

MULTIPLE WINNERS EACH DAY!

I can’t put into 
words how blessed I 
feel, and at the same 
time, how excited I 
am to continue the 

hard work of the past four years.
I view my reelection to a second term as mayor 

as a mandate from the public to move forward with 
the programs we have begun, to remain as vigilant 
as ever with your taxpayer dollars and to continue 
to promote transparency in government. I am 
humbled and honored by the margin of last month’s 
victory.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone who voted for me and those people that 
volunteered to help in my campaign. But please 
know that whether you supported me or not, I will 
remain available for all residents of Kenner and will 
continue the open door policy that led to so many 
meetings to answer questions and solve problems 
for residents during my first four years in office.

I also would like to thank my administration 
and the city employees that make me look good by 
working hard every day to make a better Kenner. I 
have searched extensively to find the best and the 
brightest to work in Kenner. The election tells me 
that you appreciate the dedication and persever-
ance of Kenner’s work force.

I am very proud to say that I stood by all of 
the promises made during my first campaign and 
pledge to do so again. That means pushing as hard 
as possible to see the wonderful projects that are 
part of the Kenner 2030 Plan become a reality.

At the same time, I will work hard to continue 
the momentum that has been created in both Ri-
vertown and Laketown. Throughout the city we will 
continue to fight blight and to grow businesses, as 
Kenner recently cut the ribbon on six new busi-
nesses in a single day.

My administration will continue to stay in-
volved in the $826 million airport expansion project 
to ensure Kenner’s voice is clear at the table. We 

will remain vigilant regarding the impacts to our 
city as we look forward to the positive economic de-
velopment the expansion will bring – an estimated 
$1.7 billion throughout the region.

Finally, let me emphasize how honored I am 
to be mayor of my home town, the city where my 
grandfather was mayor and the home to my beauti-
ful wife and daughter. I have a passion for Kenner 
and I know the city can achieve greatness. Thank 
you, again, for allowing me to help lead this remark-
able renaissance.  

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by 
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us. 

More to come in the next four years
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

The Kenner 
Police Department 
is once again joining 
local and national 
law enforcement 
agencies and safety 

advocates across the country in support of the 2014 
National Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement 
mobilization, taking place May 19 through June 1, 
2014. Police will be ticketing unbelted vehicle oc-
cupants around the clock during this period. It’s im-

portant that you take heed of the life-saving benefits 
of wearing a seatbelt and not disregard this essen-
tial safety measure.

According to the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, in 2012, 21,667 passenger vehicle occupants 
were killed in motor vehicle crashes. That same 
year, 3,031 additional lives could have been saved 
if all unrestrained passenger vehicle occupants five 
years and older involved in fatal crashes had worn 
their seat belts. Younger motorists and men are 

particularly at risk. NHTSA data shows that among 
teen and young adult passenger vehicle occupants, 
ages 18 to 34, who were killed in motor vehicle traf-
fic crashes, 62 percent were not buckled up at the 
time of the crash – the highest percentage of any 
age group. The number jumps to 66 percent when 
just men in this age group are included.

Failure to wear a seat belt contributes to more 
fatalities than any other single traffic-related be-
havior – even drunk driving. For the first time in 
five years, fatalities for unrestrained passenger ve-
hicle occupants have gone up. In 2012, there were 
10,335 unbuckled passenger vehicle occupants who 
died. Because of these fatalities, police officers 
are stepping up enforcement and cracking down 
on those who don’t wear their seat belts. Unfortu-
nately, too many people still need a tough reminder, 
so the Kenner Police Department will be out in full 
force day and night during the National Click It or 
Ticket mobilization period, buckling down on those 
who are not buckled up. While this year’s Click It or 
Ticket enforcement mobilization runs from May 19 
through June 1, motorists should know that officers 
are out enforcing seat belt laws year-round.

Drivers and passengers, seated in both the front 
and rear seats of vehicles, are required by Louisiana 

law to buckle up or be protected by an age-appropri-
ate child restraint. This law applies to vehicles having 
a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less, which includes 
vans and pick-up trucks. The Louisiana Highway Safe-
ty Commission estimates that this law could save 22 
lives in Louisiana every year.

High-visibility enforcement such as the Click 
It or Ticket mobilization is credited with increas-
ing the national belt usage rate from 58 percent 
in 1994 to an observed usage rate of 85 percent in 
2010. Belt usage saves thousands of lives each year 
across America. NHTSA statistics show that in 2012 
alone, seat belts saved an estimated 12,174 lives 
nationwide. Please be a conscientious driver and 
wear your seatbelt every time. Insist that passen-
gers in your vehicle do the same and always check 
to make sure children are properly fastened in their 
car seats.

For more information on the Click It or Ticket 
campaign, please visit www.nhtsa.gov.  

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be 
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the 
Kenner Police Department website at www.ken-
nerpd.com.

Fasten your seat belts for 2014 national “Click It or Ticket”
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief

A year ago, I 
wrote about fires in 
clothes dryers. Just 
after that column was 
published, the Kenner 

Fire Department responded to a dryer fire, on May 
23, 2013. Then we responded to another dryer fire in 
July 2013, followed by two more in February of this 
year. In one of the dryer fires this year, a resident 
unloaded the burning clothes from the dryer onto a 
mattress, spreading the fire.

Dryer fires are typically caused by lint buildup 
in the dryer venting system. Let me remind every-
one again to have the dryer vent ducting cleaned 
once or twice a year. Check to make sure the out-
side vent is operating and air is exhausting while 
the dryer is in use. If not, clean the duct or contact 
an appliance repair service to have it professionally 

cleaned.
If a fire does occur in your home, do you have 

an escape plan? Take time to make an escape plan. 
Draw a sketch of your home that shows all the doors 
and windows. Discuss the plan with everyone in your 
home. Ideally, you should have at least two ways out 
of every room. Make sure that all doors and windows 
leading outside open easily. Establish a meeting 
place outside that is a safe distance from your home 
where everyone should meet. Practice home fire 
drills at night and during the day with everyone in 
your home twice a year. Press the test button on your 
smoke detector when conducting a fire drill so that 
everyone knows what sound the detector makes. 
Teach your children how to escape on their own 
in case you are not able to help them. Close doors 
behind you as you leave. This may slow the fire’s  

A review of fire safety tips
By John Hellmers - Kenner Fire Chief

 continued on next page
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Luncheon reservations:  
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com 
or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

KENNER 
BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing 
Kenner Businesses and 
Our Community Together

Join us for the

Kenner Business Association

MAY LUNCHEON

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. 
Meeting at 12:00

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

May 20, 2014
Speaker: Patti Muller 
Vice President Commercial Development,  
Ochsner Health System

Topic: Affordable Care Act Update: 
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

What business owners need to  
know, but were afraid to ask.

KBA_0514_rev2.indd   1 4/26/14   2:53 PM

progress. If you are escaping through smoke, get 
low and go under the smoke to exit. Call the fire 
department from outside your home.

Smoke alarms should be installed on every lev-
el of your home, and outside every separate sleep-
ing area. If you or someone in your home is deaf or 
hearing impaired, install an alarm that combines 
flashing lights, vibration and sound. If your existing 
smoke detectors are ten years old, they should be 
replaced. Consider replacing them with a dual-tech-
nology smoke detector that combines photoelectric 
and ionization sensors. Photoelectric sensors are 
better at detecting a smoldering fire. An ionization 
detector does a better job of detecting a flaming fire. 
An advantage of these dual-sensor detectors is they 
are now sold with a ten-year battery.

According to the NFPA (National Fire Protec-
tion Association), having a working smoke detector 
cuts the chance of dying in a reported fire in half. 
Nationally, more than a third of home fire deaths 
result from fires with no smoke alarms present. In 
2012, there were close to 1.4 million fires reported 
in the United States. These fires caused 2,855 civil-
ian deaths, 16,500 civilian injuries, and $12.4 billion 

in property damage. Check the operation of your 
smoke detectors once a month.

Finally, as we are into grilling season, remem-
ber to position your grill away from siding, out from 
under the eaves and keep children and pets away 
from the grill area. Annually, about 2,000 children 
under five are burned in incidents involving grills, 
typically contact burns. Keep your grill clean by 
removing grease from grilling surfaces and trays be-
low the grill and never leave your grill unattended. 
Never add charcoal starter fluid when coals have 
already been ignited. 

Before using your propane or natural gas fu-
eled grill, check the connections for leaks. A soap 
and water solution brushed onto the hose and fit-
tings will produce bubbles where any leaks occur. If 
you determine your grill has a leak, by an odor or 
seeing bubbles after trying the soap test, turn off 
the gas supply to the grill and the grill itself. If the 
leak stops, have the grill serviced by a professional 
before using it again. If the leak does not stop, call 
the fire department.   

Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers can be 
reached at 468-4000 or by email at fire@kenner.
la.us. The Kenner Fire Department website is www.
kenner.la.us/fire.html.
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Hellmers
 from previous page

A New Orleans native and owner of a technol-
ogy firm in Atlanta announced that he will be moving 
the company’s corporate headquarters to Kenner, a 
decision that is expected to add 320 jobs in a five-year 
period to the city and an expected additional 412 in-
direct jobs.

Michael Wedge, chief executive officer of 4th 
Source, announced on April 25, 2014 that executives 
in his company were attracted to a number of finan-
cial incentives offered by the state, as well as the 
business and cultural climate in the state and Kenner.

“It feels good, personally, to come back home,” 
Wedge said, “but I had a board of directors and none 
of them were from New Orleans. It really was a no-
brainer when you modeled the incentives and what is 
available in the area.”

Wedge, who grew up in Mid-City and attended 
high school in Kenner, said Kenner offers a close 
proximity to the airport and easy access to relatively 
inexpensive hotels. Wedge said he expects the busi-

ness to open its corporate headquarters and delivery 
services center in July on Veterans Memorial Boule-
vard near Williams Boulevard. 4th Source anticipates 
hiring to fill new jobs for its Kenner technology cen-
ter to begin this summer.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said adding 4th 
Source to Kenner is a “huge addition” and pointed 
to the presence of Governor Bobby Jindal, Jefferson 
Parish President John Young, JEDCO officials and a 
host of business officials at the recent press confer-
ence announcing the move. Officials from JEDCO 
report that throughout every stage of this project, 
JEDCO worked closely along with Jefferson Parish 
government and Louisiana Economic Development 
to ensure 4th Source was provided with all the tools 
and information to aid in their decision. JEDCO ar-
ranged site selection efforts, supplied demographic, 
wage and local market data pertaining to the bur-
geoning information technology industry in Jefferson 
Parish and offered incentives guidance to 4th Source 
leaders, while also offering transitional office and 
meeting space.

“We are honored that 4th Source has announced 
Kenner as the location of choice for its new head-
quarters. It’s not often you get a company that can 
bring hundreds of jobs at an average salary of $50,000 
to your city. Kenner’s proximity to the airport, acces-
sibility to Interstate 10 and our strong workforce con-

tinue to attract high-caliber businesses to our com-
munity, creating jobs and opportunities for our resi-
dents,” Yenni said. “This tells me we are on the right 
track with our economic development efforts. As we 
continue with our 2030 Plan to attract new families 
and businesses, I think we will begin seeing a domino 
effect – other companies will be attracted to Kenner 
to follow 4th Source.”

Wedge said one of the reasons he chose the New 
Orleans area – after considering incentives offered 
from other states – was the attractiveness of New Or-
leans as an area that is culturally unique in the U.S. It 
will be easier to hire new workers and retain existing 

employees because of the lifestyle and culture that 
only the New Orleans area can offer, he said.

“Coming back home is exciting,” Wedge said. 
“But to be able to do it with the business I am involved 
in is that much more special.”

The leading North American systems and infor-
mation technology firm develops software for clients 
in various industries, including health care, has ad-
ditional offices in Memphis, Tennessee and Denver, 
Colorado along with three delivery centers operating 
in Mexico.

For more information, visit www.4thsource.
com.  

Successful technology firm moving headquarters to Kenner bringing 320 jobs

Community
Parkinson’s support group holds monthly meetings

The Big Easy Fleur de Lis Parkinson’s support 
group, formed almost six years ago, holds meetings 
at East Jefferson General Hospital in the Esplanade 
One room of the first floor conference center. The 
next two meetings will be on Monday, June 2 and 
Monday, June 30, 2014 at 1:00 p.m.. Meetings are free 
and open to the public.

“At each meeting we welcome newly diagnosed 
Parkinson’s patients, family and caregivers. We share 

news about medications, treatments, current Par-
kinson’s research, tips and tricks, with an emphasis 
on living well with Parkinson’s,” said founder Bonnie 
Huddleston. “We enjoy our time together and love a 
good laugh – and there are usually plenty of those to 
go around each meeting.”

For information on the Big Easy Fleur de Lis 
Parkinson’s support group contact Huddleston at 
905-6355 or at hhuddl@bellsouth.net.    
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Insurance

On Saturday, May 3, 2014, Kenner voters will be asked to decide 
whether to renew an existing millage for criminal judicial services and 
culture and park funding. This is a parish wide renewal that would con-
tinue to support services for ten years with the criminal justice system 
and cultural and park facilities splitting the funding.

The renewal of one-half of no more than one mill would continue 
to provide essential funding to be used to provide, maintain, administer 
and operate judicial services in the criminal justice system of Jefferson 
Parish. The renewal of one-half of no more than one mill would continue 

to provide funds to the Jefferson Community Park and Culture Service 
Fund to be used to provide, maintain, administer and operate cultural 
and park facilities and programs in Jefferson Parish, of which one-half 
will be dedicated specifically to culture and one-half will be dedicated 
specifically to parks.

An informational video is available on the Jefferson Parish website, 
www.jeffparish.net. To watch on-demand at www.jeffparish.net, click 
the blue JPTV button on the top right side of the homepage. Click “Origi-
nal Programming.” Then click on “May 3 Millage Renewal” video.   

Parish wide criminal justice and culture/parks millage 
renewal on May 3 ballot for Kenner voters

Keep your home safe during your vacation 
By Marie M. Clesi

Most vacations require some degree 
of planning. So does protecting your resi-
dence against home invasions during your 
absence. Here are some simple things you 

can do to help protect your home while you’re away.
Don’t share your travel itinerary on social media. Avoid chatting 

about your vacation plans on social media sites, such as Facebook and 
Twitter. You never know who is reading your posts or tweets. Also refrain 
from posting travel photos online until after you’ve returned. If you need to 
share your itinerary for any reason, then give your travel plans to someone 
you trust.

Ask your neighbor for a helping hand. A full mailbox is a dead 

giveaway that you’re gone. Instead of stopping your newspaper and mail 
delivery, which can be a hassle, especially if you’re only going to be gone for 
a few days, ask a neighbor to stop by daily to pick up your mail and newspa-
per. In addition, your house key is better off with your neighbor than under 
the welcome mat or a plastic rock.

Hire a house sitter. If you’re new to the block and you don’t know 
your neighbors well enough to ask them to watch your home, consider hir-
ing a professional house sitter. And if you have pets, having a house sitter 
means you don’t have to put your dog or cat in a kennel, which can be 
traumatic for some animals.

Store valuables in a safe deposit box. Important personal items, 
such as your home mortgage, vehicle registrations, passports and expen-
sive jewelry, should be kept in a safe deposit box off-site.

Install strong door locks. The most common way burglars break 
into a home is to kick the entranceway at the door jamb until it gives. A 
high-security four-screw strike plate, using three-inch screws and a door 
lock with an ANSI Grade 1 rating can make breaking into your home much 
tougher.

Trim trees and shrubs near the house. Keep shrubbery cut neat 
so the interior of your home is visible and burglars can’t hide undetected.

Turn down your phone’s ringer. A loud, unanswered phone can be 
a tip-off that you’re not home. Forward your calls to your mobile phone, as 
well.

Have your lawn mowed while you are gone. An uncut summer 
lawn can be a red flag. Keeping your yard maintained can deter burglars 
from targeting your home.

Keep valuables away from windows. Your new flat-screen TV can 
be a tempting target, especially if it’s visible from the street. Move expen-
sive appliances away from windows and out of sight.

Install light timers. Light timers are an inexpensive way to give the 
impression that your house is occupied. Available at most hardware stores, 
timers automatically turn lights on for a preset amount of time every day.

Set up motion sensors. Motion sensors installed in the front, back 
and side of the house can detect movement and flood light on designated 
areas, potentially deterring break-ins.

Secure sliding doors. Many homes have a sliding glass door in the 
rear of the residence. Glass doors are usually less secure than wooden or 
metal doors. One way to make a sliding door more secure is to cut a wood-
en pole or thick dowel that matches the length of the sliding track when 
the door is closed. This simple trick can keep the door from opening even 
if the lock is compromised.

Put in a burglar alarm system. A home security system can be a 
cost-effective investment. If there is a break-in or fire and your system 
includes remote monitoring, a signal will be sent to your security system 
provider, who will contact your local police or fire department.

Unplug unnecessary appliances. A toaster, coffee machine, micro-
wave, television or computer is still using energy even when it’s not in use. 
Unplug all unessential electrical devices while you’re gone.

Turn off the main water valve. Water damage caused by a burst pipe 
might not be covered by your insurance. And frozen pipes in the winter 
can burst and cause flooding and property damage.

Alert the police before you leave. If you plan to be gone for a week or 
more, let your local police know. They may periodically drive by your home.

Join a neighborhood watch group. If your block has a neighbor-
hood watch group, consider signing up. The more friendly eyes that are 
watching your home, the better.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered 
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s, 
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is 
located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be con-
tacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s web-
site at www.marieclesi.net. 
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The fourth annual Saints Hall of Fame auction/reception and the 
23rd annual Saints Hall of Fame celebrity golf classic are set for 2014.

The auction/reception will take place on Sunday, May 18, 2014 from 
5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in the indoor practice facility and cafeteria at 
the New Orleans Saints facility located at 5800 Airline Drive in Metairie.

There will be an all you can eat and drink elaborate food spread, 
with soft drinks, beer and wine and patrons can enjoy partial tours of the 
New Orleans Saints facility. Head Coach Sean Payton will help auction 
outstanding items, many of which are from the New Orleans Saints.

The cost is $50 per person with all proceeds going to the non-profit 
Saints Hall of Fame, located at Gate B on the Plaza Level of the Mercedes-
Benz Superdome. The Saints Hall of Fame Museum is open by appoint-
ment Monday through Friday between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at a cost 
of $7 per person or $5 per person for any group of 10 or more.

The 23rd annual Saints Hall of Fame celebrity golf classic is set for 
Monday, May 19, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. at Chateau Golf and Country Club at 

3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.
Coach Payton, several members of his coaching staff, Saint Execu-

tive Vice President and General Manager Mickey Loomis, several Saints 
Hall of Fame inductees, many current New Orleans Saints players and 
several prominent former Saints players will participate.

The event features a taste of New Orleans with 25 local restaurants 
serving food on the course. The cost is $1,200 for a foursome or $1,500 for 
a group of five, which includes playing with a Saints celebrity. The cost for 
individuals is $300 while tee sponsor signs are $300.

The first 36 groups will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis.
All proceeds from the event benefit the non-profit Saints Hall of 

Fame Museum.
Send payment by check to the Saints Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 640394, 

Kenner, LA 70064-0394.
For additional information, contact Ken Trahan at 471-2192 or by 

email at kentrahan@aol.com.   

Saints Hall of Fame auction/celebrity golf classic set
Sports
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Entertainment

Thank You!
From my family to yours.

Mayor YenniMike and his family appreciate your overwhelming support.

I am honored to have been re-elected to a second term as 
Mayor of Kenner. The margin of victory confirmed to me 
that you support this administration’s vision for our city.  
I appreciate your trust and confidence, and I am encouraged 
by your overwhelming support. Kenner’s best days are just 
ahead. Together, we will revitalize this city and once again 
become the envy of Louisiana. Thank you for giving me the 
privilege to serve you and Kenner.  

Treasure Chest offers 
live entertainment 
during May

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-
ment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on 
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 
a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone 
number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.
treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is the weekly list of entertainment, 
schedule and times subject to change.  

Thurs., May 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., May 2
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Tricks Band

Sat., May 3
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

River City Hit Squad

Sun., May 4
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., May 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., May 9
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Review

Sat., May 10
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Southern Cross

Sun., May 11
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., May 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Limited Edition

Fri., May 16
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

At Fault

Sat., May 17
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

LO2

Sun., May 18
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., May 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Esplanade

Fri., May 23
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Seabrook

MEMORIAL DAY  
CELEBRATION

10:00 a.m.    
Wednesday, May 21, 2014
Veterans Park 1801 Williams Blvd.

FREE EVENT!
Memorial Day Filler.indd   1 4/22/14   8:53 PM

Sat., May 24
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Jason Baglio (Elvis Tribute)

Sun., May 25
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., May 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Soul Connected

Fri., May 30
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

John Pierre and Expressions

Sat., May 31
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Pick 6
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 “In renovating my home, Jules provided 
excellent personal service, expert 
craftsmanship and quality products.
His company gets my highest 
recommendation.”

—Recent customer Woody Schuler

30 years experience

Jules Pechon

Fairmont Flooring LLC  | 450-6534

Full Service Flooring

Fairmont Flooring LLC  | 450-6534

Wood  Tile  laminate  carpet
commercial & Residential

Wood  Tile  laminate  carpet
commercial & Residential

Wood  Tile  laminate  carpet
commercial & Residential

Full Service Flooring

Fairmont Flooring_0414.indd   1 3/23/14   9:18 AM

The Moving Wall,

To volunteer during the display of  
The Moving Wall, make a donation,  

or for more information please contact 
the City of Kenner at (504) 468-7240.

Opening Ceremony will be  
Friday, May 16th at 10:00 a.m.

The City of Kenner 
proudly announces that 

a half-scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. will be on display 
at Veterans Park, behind 
the City Hall complex, 
1801 Williams Blvd on 

Thursday, May 15 
through Monday, 
May 19, 2014

The City of Kenner 
proudly announces that 

a half-scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. will be on display 
at Veterans Park, behind 
the City Hall complex, 
1801 Williams Blvd on 

Thursday, May 15 
through Monday, 
May 19, 2014

The City of Kenner 
proudly announces that 

a half-scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. will be on display 
at Veterans Park, behind 
the City Hall complex, 
1801 Williams Blvd on 

Thursday, May 15 
through Monday, 
May 19, 2014

The Moving Wall,The Moving Wall,

A motorcade escort carrying a plaque 
with the 47 names of those lost from 
Jefferson Parish will begin at 9 am from 
the Pontchartrain Center and proceed 
down Williams Blvd. to the opening 
ceremony at 10 am in Veterans Park  
near the Blue Star Memorial.

Moving Wall_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   3:01 PM

Shoulder labrum injuries: A common cause of shoulder pain and dysfunction
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Shoulder la-
brum injuries or 
tears are common 
causes of shoulder 

pain and instability. The shoulder labrum con-
sists of a fibrocartilage ring around the glenoid 
or socket of the shoulder. The labrum serves 
an important role in shoulder stability as it 
deepens the glenoid as well as provides an at-
tachment site for the glenohumeral ligaments. 
Labrum tears are common in athletes involved 
in collision and overhead sports, heavy labor-

ers and victims of trauma or injury. An injury to 
the shoulder can result in a tear of the anterior 
labrum (front), posterior labrum (back), supe-
rior labrum (top) or a combination of the three. 
A severe injury to the shoulder can result in a 
shoulder dislocation when the humeral head 
(ball) comes out of the glenoid fossa (socket). 
Shoulder dislocations typically are associated 
with labrum tears.

Patients with shoulder labrum tears often 
present with pain, apprehension, difficulty us-
ing the arm, a grinding sensation, subluxation 

(partial dislocation) or complete dislocation. 
Diagnosis of shoulder labrum tears can be 
made by a focused history, physical examina-
tion and imaging studies such as an MRI scan.

Treatment of patients with shoulder la-
brum tears is initially conservative. A period 
of rest, avoidance of exacerbating activities 
and physical therapy for strengthening of the 
rotator cuff and scapular muscles can help 
some patients with labrum injuries. In other 
patients with symptoms that persist despite a 
trial of conservative treatment, surgery is nec-
essary to repair the labrum tear. Most shoulder 
labrum tears can be treated successfully with 
arthroscopic surgery which uses a small cam-
era through tiny skin incisions or portals. Ar-
throscopic surgical techniques allow surgeons 

to perform labrum repairs with less scarring, 
shorter recovery time and better range of mo-
tion usually on an outpatient basis.

An evaluation by your orthopedic surgeon 
is necessary to properly diagnose and treat a 
shoulder labrum tear.   

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified 
orthopedic surgeon with over 13 years experi-
ence. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medi-
cine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to 
complete musculoskeletal care with focused 
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Of-
fices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For 
additional information call 467-5900 or visit  
www.nolasportsmedicine.com. 

Automotive
Worn windshield wipers and 
worn tire treads put everyone at 
serious risk
By Scott Zimmerman

During the typically rainy months of spring, 
having worn out tires and windshield wiper 
blades put drivers and passengers at serious risk 
of accidents and injuries. This is a vehicle mainte-
nance that should not be neglected.

When water builds up on the road, hazard-
ous driving conditions are created when driving 
with tires that have thin treads. Tires with deep 
tread accommodate accumulated water and thin 
tread does not, causing the tire to hydroplane. 
Similar to driving on ice, hydroplaning is caused 
when tires lose contact with the road surface 
when driving over a film of water and causes the 
driver to lose control of the vehicle.

A quick way to check your vehicle’s tire 
tread depth is to insert a penny into the grooves 
of the tread. If all of Lincoln’s head is visible, the 
tire tread is too worn and needs to be replaced.

Driver visibility is obviously affected by rainy 
weather so a clean windshield is imperative be-

cause 90 percent of driving decisions depend on 
a good vision of the road. Worn windshield wiper 
blades cause streaking and smearing of the wind-
shield affecting visibility. Today, one out of every 
five vehicles are being driven with worn wiper 
blades, putting drivers and passengers, along with 
others on the road, at risk.

Replacing worn wiper blades is easy and 
inexpensive. Replace them before a downpour 
causes poor visibility and greater risk for acci-
dents.    

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s 
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and 
operated full-service tire and automotive shop, 
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scott-
ystireauto.com.

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com
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4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Must be presented at time of purchase, gift certificates excluded, plus tax. Expires 5/31/14.

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

Se Habla eSpañol

Spend & Save on Service!
SpeND  Save
 $50 –  $99.99 . . . . . .$5
 $100 – $199.99 . . . . $10
 $200 – $299.99 . . . . $20
 $300 – $399.99 . . . . $30
 $400 – & Up . . . . . . . $40
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Food
Brazilian Market and Café offers freshly-
made, cooked to order cuisine daily
By Joy Hirdes

To fear the unfamiliar is natural. However, to 
step inside the Brazilian Market and Café in Ken-
ner, where you may encounter couples conversing 
in the Portuguese language, is to expand one’s 
curiosity and knowledge of everything Brazil. And 
who hasn’t wanted to go to Rio!

Located at 2424 Williams Boulevard, in a 
strip mall just south of Veterans Memorial Boule-
vard, this bubbly establishment serves more than 
just authentic South American cuisine, seven 
days a week.

In 2006, proprietor Greyze Vieira arrived in 
Kenner intent on starting a business serving his 
fellow Brazilians who were migrating to New Or-
leans to rebuild the city following Hurricane Ka-
trina. Greyze had a good idea of what they would 
be missing and made sure to stock Brazilian es-
sentials. His imports proved extremely popular 
with those missing their country and Grayze’s 
business grew. He soon added his café, offering 
authentic Brazilian cooked foods and familiar 
drinks to his bilingual menu and Vieira offered 
other services as well.

“We do the things that you and I would take 
for granted,” Vieira said, describing the clerical 
help he gives to his customers in need. Vieira 
studied agriculture and marketing in the states 
and he remains beholden to his fellow Brazil-
ians, when it comes to their needs in the United 
States. Most arrived here for the first time, many 
not speaking the English language. Vieira offers 
aid in translating documents, job seeking, legal 
advice or simply explaining how to make a phone 
call home.

Most importantly, Vieira’s market and café is 
a place where Brazilian’s can feel at home, and 
where locals, who often dream of visiting the al-
luring country, the largest in South American, can 
experience some dimensions of it, first hand.

Hot plate specials are offered seven days a 
week and offered with a free Coke product drink. 
Churrasquinho, a shish kabob of beef or chicken, 
and served with rice, beans, onions, French fries 
and a salad is delicious. Various cuts of traditional 
Brazilian steaks, including a Brazilian sirloin 
steak topped with a fried egg, are extremely popu-
lar. Grilled chicken, pork, fish and a veggie burger 
are offered. And everything can be served Brazil-
ian sandwich-style, on a bun, piled high with ex-
tras such as an egg, cheese, sausage, bacon, peas, 
corn and potato sticks.

Yet it’s Saturday’s feijoada, a traditional Bra-
zilian black bean stew, remains Greyze’s top seller. 
Feijoada contains chunks of pork and sausage 
and also comes with traditional sides. “I want 
my customers to experience the same authentic 
tastes they would find if they were traveling in 
Brazil,” Vieira said. “People tend to combine Cen-
tral America and South America — like we’re all 

Latin and we all must eat the same food. But it’s 
very different,” Vieira said. The feijoada shows 
this, he explained. “It’s like the bean casseroles of 
southern France and Spain and Portugal,” Vieira 
said. “Brazilian food is a mix of African, European 
and what we’d call native Brazilian cooking.”

Vieira, 47, credits his mother, Leontina, for 
his cooking skills and love of Brazilian food. He 
watched her every move in the kitchen while 
growing up in a small town near the capital city 
of Brasilia. “Yes we did eat pretty well growing up, 
especially on Sundays” Vieira said. “My mother’s 
mother is from Italy, so we had a great mix of cui-
sines.”

Brazilian Market and Café’s menu boasts 
more than 64 items, including a full Brazilian-
style flan for dessert. Freshly squeezed juices 
along with acaí shakes are offered as well as na-
tive Brazilian favorite drinks.

These days Vieira serves as master taste 
tester, supervising his kitchen staff of competent 
cooks and sampling their end product before 
serving. “I make changes, if necessary,” Vieira 
said. “Everything is freshly made and cooked to 
order.”

Vieira also prepares his own house-made 
hot pepper sauce made with Brazilian peppers.

In the market you will find such Brazilian 
favorites as yucca flour, which is used as a condi-
ment to the food, crackers, chocolates, peppers 
and the ever popular Brazilian coffee. Soda and 
juice containing popular herbs guarana and acaí 
are also extremely popular, Grayze said.

“We did very well post-Katrina,” Vieira said. 
“It was a great time,” Vieira said. “But now, slowly 
but surely, we are getting more local people com-
ing through the door to try our delicious food.

Brazilian Market and Café’s menu can be 
found at www.brazilianmarketcafe.com. The 
phone number is 468-3533. The hours are 7:00 
a.m. until 7:30 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
Saturday’s hours are 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. and 
on Sunday the hours are 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Catering is available.  
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Stop in for your special gift (with this ad)
between now and Mother’s day

Happy Mothers Day

Salon & Spa
Hair Styles Unlimited

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 464-5949

Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

Happy Mothers Day
We at Hair Styles Unlimited would like to 

honor all women who sacrifice so much, work 
so hard for the joy of being called Mom.

Salon & Spa
Hair Styles Unlimited

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 464-5949

Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

We at Hair Styles Unlimited would like to 
honor all women who sacrifice so much, work 

so hard for the joy of being called Mom.

Mrs. Bertha Tichsnor Rice
1929-2014

Mrs. Bertha Tichsnor Rice
1929-2014

HairStylesUnlimited_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   7:10 PM

231 West Esplanade Avenue

Kenner • 468-9859

Dr. James A. Crouch  
is pleased  to welcome

Dr. Nicole Russo
to his practice of 

Family  Dentistry

Dr. James A. Couch, Dr. Nicole RussoDr. James A. Couch, Dr. Nicole Russo

Crouch_0713.indd   1 6/23/13   6:44 AM

The record says 
it all.

We live in a 
world of results, not 

excuses. Regardless of odds, conditions, injuries, 
market size, pedigree or any other condition, the 
New Orleans Pelicans are judged by their record.

The Pelicans are a professional basketball 
team commanding a significant cost for fans to 
attend games. Fans are an increasingly prudent, 
demanding and discerning lot. There are many 
options competing for the entertainment dollar. 

Virtually every Pelicans game is televised. All are 
on radio.

The 2013-2014 New Orleans Pelicans were 
34-48. Clearly there were contributing, mitigating 
circumstances which conspired to render a prom-
ising season a total mess.

From the loss of Ryan Anderson to the loss of 
Jrue Holiday to the loss of Jason Smith to games 
missed by Eric Gordon and Anthony Davis, the 
Pelicans were severely hampered from start to fin-
ish. They had their starting lineup intact for only 
12 games.

Of course, that starting lineup included Gor-
don, who had a decent, respectful year but nothing 
reflecting his max contract. Of course, Tyreke Ev-
ans did not start until the second half of the season. 
When he did, he excelled at the two-guard spot, as 
opposed to playing small forward. Of course, Gor-
don plays the two-guard spot.

The decision would seem obvious. The Peli-
cans need to move forward with Evans starting 
at shooting guard while bringing Gordon off the 
bench as a designated scorer who can provide a 
lift. Evans clearly preferred starting to sixth-man 
status. As Monty Williams noted, some players like 
hearing their names called in starting lineup intro-
ductions.

Davis was vastly improved. He ascended 
to the top tier of players in the league in just his 
second year and the best is yet to come. This is a 
very talented, mature young man with an outstand-
ing work ethic. He improved the distance on his 
jump shot. He improved his low post moves. He is 
perhaps the best shot blocker in the league. He re-
bounds. He is a competitive defender.

Davis will be here at least through the 2015-
2016 season, when the team will exercise its option 
on him. Will he be here beyond that?

Clearly, that depends on several factors.
One, will the team be a contender?
Two, who will the general manager be?
And, last, who will the coach be?
Davis burns to win, much like Chris Paul be-

fore him. That is the sole reason that Paul departed 
New Orleans, when he could. In the bright lights 
of Los Angeles, Paul is a star, on and off the court. 
Would Cliff Paul have ever come to life if his alter 
ego was still in New Orleans?

While the Pelicans were crushed by crushing 
injuries this season, the question remains – what 
would they have accomplished if healthy all season 
long? Will Brian Roberts, a restricted free agent 
who improved, return?

To make the playoffs in the loaded Western 
Conference, Dallas had to fight off Phoenix for the 
eighth and final spot with an impressive 49-33 re-
cord. The Suns missed out on the post-season with 
an impressive 48-34 mark. Could New Orleans have 
won 15 more games with a full deck?

Based on what I saw, the Pelicans would not 
have threatened a playoff berth, if healthy. I said 
all along that they were improved and would likely 
contend at around the .500 level (41-41). Obviously, 
that would not have been near enough to make the 
playoffs.

The good news is that this is a young team 
with young players who will continue to improve. 
Their ceiling is certainly higher but debatable.

If Anderson had been healthy, would Davis 
have played as many minutes? They both are true 
power forwards. While Williams could have played 
both at the same time in certain situations, based 
on matchups, clearly suggesting that one would 
have impacted the other’s minutes.

Would Austin Rivers have shown promise if 
Holiday had been healthy? Chances are that Rivers 
would have been near or at the end of the bench. 
Instead, he looks like a nice reserve now, suggest-
ing that the team really does not need Gordon. The 
problem is that Gordon’s contract is prohibitive, 
nearly impossible to move.

The holes on the team remain the same.
Who is the center? Who is the small forward?
Jeff Withey shows some promise but has a 

long way to go. Greg Stiemsma was ineffective and 
was unceremoniously shown the door with just two 
games remaining in the season, a cruel fate. Melvin 
Ely is not the future. Alexis Ajinca has length, a de-
cent shot and shot blocking ability so he remains a 
possible developmental piece. Smith is best suited 
to being a reserve, providing energy and being ef-
fective in the pick-and-pop game.

At small forward, Al-Farouq Aminu is clearly 
not a starter and is best suited to provide energy, 
running the floor as a reserve. Typically, this posi-
tion is occupied by either shooters or scorers.

Anthony Morrow has a player option. Will he 
choose to return to the Pelicans?

With both Evans and Gordon in tow, along 
with an emerging Rivers, that is unlikely. Morrow 
did a very nice job as a designated sniper for Wil-
liams and is a nice piece.

Barring a trade, the Pelicans would appear to 
have little or no flexibility to sign any meaningful 
free agents. Based on their record (tenth worst 
in the league), they are not likely to get a top five 
draft choice, meaning they lose their pick to Phila-
delphia as part of the Holiday trade. As part of the 
terms of the deal, New Orleans would retain the 
choice if they landed a top five pick in the draft and 
would lose it if the pick does not fall in the top five.

While the ping pong balls are not likely to 
place the lottery-bound Pelicans in the top five, 
you can never say never. Remember Davis? Of 
course, 14 lottery teams are hoping the same thing.

Still, Pelicans fans should not hold their 
breath on this occurring. The team should be 
better in 2014-2015 but will it be enough to make 
them a playoff team or a contender for champion-
ship honors? The former is plausible, the latter very 
unlikely.

Tom Benson has given General Manager Dell 
Demps and Williams a tremendous recruiting tool 
with perhaps the best setup in the NBA in Metairie. 
The team now plays in an upgraded building with a 
corporate sponsor. There is clearly a commitment 
to win.

The fact that the team is owned by Benson 
and resides at the same address as the New Or-
leans Saints creates a large shadow, one which is 
hard to escape.

The Saints win regularly, set aside the train 
wreck of 2012 imposed by Roger Goodell. They 
have a Lombardi Trophy at the facility. The Peli-
cans have missed making the playoffs for three 
straight seasons and since the franchise arrived 
in New Orleans in 2002, the furthest they have ad-
vanced in the playoffs is the second round.

In life, the quest for success is constant. It 
is an obsession. It is a difficult process and when 
achieved, it is often fleeting. With a young nucleus 
and superb facilities, the Pelicans must seize the 
day in the result oriented society of professional 
sports. It will not be easy without a first-round 
draft choice and without a significant free agent 
signing. 

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and 
general manager of www.SportsNola.com. Trahan 
is the also the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum 
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.

Pelicans face key off-season in shadow of Saints
By Ken Trahan



Have you ever 
considered how your 
loved ones might lo-
cate your will upon 

your death? Perhaps you have given that infor-
mation to someone who is no longer living or has 
moved away from the state. You may have left a 
copy or original of your will with your attorney. 
What happens if he is unaware of your death? If 
your will cannot be located, how will your wishes 
be made known and your testamentary disposi-
tions implemented? The Louisiana Secretary of 
State’s website, www.sos.la.gov contains valu-
able information and many practical tools that 
can be easily accessed by the public. One such 
tool is the End of Life Registry Program which 
can be found under the “Our Office” section of 
the website. Here one can find information on 
both the “Will Registry” and “Living Will Decla-
ration” programs.

The Will Registry law is set forth in Loui-
siana Revised Statute 9:2446. This statute 
provides that the Louisiana Secretary of State 

“shall provide a registry in which a testator, or 
his attorney, if authorized by the testator to do 
so, may register information regarding the ex-
ecution of the testator’s will.” The information 
that may be registered is the testator’s name, 
address, Social Security number, place of birth 
and the intended place of deposit of one’s will or 
information for one’s attorney who would have 
information concerning the location of same. 
The law further provides that this information 
be kept in strictest confidence until the death 
of the testator. Upon presentation of proof of 

death by either a death certificate or affidavit of 
death and heirship, anyone can obtain the reg-
istry information concerning one’s testament. It 
is important to note, however, that no copy or 
original of the testament is kept by the secre-
tary of state’s office, only the information useful 
in locating same. The cost of filing or retrieving 
this testamentary information is ten dollars. A 
registration form and alphabetical listing of cur-
rently registered testaments is provided at the 
website. Of course, this registry is optional and 
is not requirement for the execution of a valid 
will in Louisiana.

Similarly, a registry of “Living Will” decla-
rations is provided for by statute. This form of 
declaration may provide for the withholding or 
withdrawal of life-sustaining procedures in the 
event that the declarant has a terminal and ir-
reversible condition. Louisiana Revised Statute 
40:1299.58.1-10 provides that “the secretary of 
state shall establish a declaration registry in 
which a person, or his attorney, if authorized 
by the person to do so, may register the original, 
multiple original or a certified copy of the dec-
laration.” It is important to note that, unlike the 
will registry, an actual copy of the declaration is 
registered with the secretary of state and that a 
copy or facsimile of same can be provided, free 
of charge. Any attending physician or health 
care facility may request the secretary of state 
to confirm immediately the existence of a dec-
laration and to disclose the contents thereof 
for any patient believed to be a resident of the 
state of Louisiana. Registration of a living will 
is not a requirement for validity; however, the 

secretary of state’s office is the central place 
for registry providing for timely public access 
to this valuable information. For a fee of twenty 
dollars, one’s living will can be registered with 
the secretary of state and a “do not resuscitate” 
bracelet issued to qualified registrants.

The End of Life Registry Program imple-
mented and maintained by the Louisiana Sec-
retary of State is but one example of the useful 
information that can be found on the secretary 
of state’s website. Take a tour of the website. It 
will be well worth your time.   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing at-
torney for over 35 years. His office is located at 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metai-
rie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, 
business transactions and corporate, franchise 
and real estate law are his primary areas of 
practice. Watts is also the owner and man-
ager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at  
836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Making your decisions known
By Steven A. Watts
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The Kenner Business Association, formerly 
the Kenner Professional Business Association, 
unveiled a new logo, name and board members 
at its April 2014 meeting, according to President 
Mary-Sharon Howland.

“The Kenner Business Association is a more 
accurate description of our organization which 
helps promote businesses from every sector. This 
is not an organization limited to executives. It 
is an organization that connects businesses and 
business people for mutually beneficial results,” 
said Howland.

KBA rolled out a new look and logo to bet-
ter illustrate the organization’s commitment to 
helping Kenner and Jefferson Parish businesses 
thrive. “Our seminars and networking opportuni-
ties help advance day-to-day business efficiency 
and productivity,” said Howland. “We are help-
ing individuals make important contacts that 
are leading to their personal and collective suc-

cesses.”
The new officers joining Howland on the 

KBA are Vice-President Dusty Stricker, Trea-
surer Judy LaBella, Treasurer-Elect Terri Kelley 
and Secretary Stacy Becker. Joining the board 
of directors are Membership Director Nancy St. 
Germain, Reservations Director Matthew Person, 
Networking Director Bob Rispoli and Past Presi-
dent Todd Acomb.

The Kenner Business Association has 
served the Kenner community for 29 years. The 
organization is comprised of over 70 members 
from various types of corporations and industries. 
The focus of the KBA is to improve economic 
growth throughout the city. A revitalized website, 
kennerbusinessassociation.com, now provides 
up-to-the-minute information on events and op-
portunities in the job market, as well and news 
about businesses throughout Kenner. To date, the 
KBA has raised $100,000 for local non-profits.  

Kenner Business Association has new name, 
new board, new website

“...Brazilian deli serving an impressive array of 

meat pies, some very novel sandwiches and a  

Saturday afternoon stew like no other.” — Gambit

Authentic 

BrAziliAn 
Cuisine 

made 
Fresh DAily 

with  
homemADe spiCes

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with  

spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada 
traditional black bean & pork stew made with  

salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage  
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice 

sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,  
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N  • 468-3533

M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

62 menu items under $10

Brazilian Burgers start at $5.75

Breakfast 
served

Daily 

Grilled Brazilian Cut Top sirloin steak

Daily specials 

$836

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd   1 1/26/14   11:57 AM

Bug Master  
       Pest Control, Inc.

Termites    Fleas    Roaches    Ants

837-3900

Bob Gamino

45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LOCAL BUSINESS

PERSONAL SERVICE

Monthly Service Available
$35

MONTh

Bug Master  
       Pest Control, Inc.

BugMaster_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   3:12 PM

Business
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701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com

give aveda– and watch love grow.

Remember Mother’s Day – Sunday, May 11th

Give a gift they’re sure to love, the gift of Aveda. Pre-made gift sets, 
custom gift sets and gift cards are available in any dollar amount.

Need help selecting the perfect gift? Just ask!

Gift certificates 

15% off 
for Mother's Day

expires May 10

Georgys_0514.pdf   1   4/22/14   8:37 PM

Proudly 
rePresenting

We CAn loWer your Current
HoMeoWner PreMiuM!

HoMe & Auto insurAnCe
At An AffordAble PriCe   

CAll noW!

467-0800467-0800 Since 1987
3409 WilliamS Blvd.

Kevin Guffey

www.guffeyinsurance.net
Guffey_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   3:14 PM

Since 2011, 
Kenner public el-
ementary schools 
have experienced 

dramatic improvements in school quality and 
academic achievement. This rise in academic ex-
cellence in Kenner elementary schools has been 
validated by the impressive change in school per-
formance scores and letter grades provided by the 
Louisiana Department of Education, as well as 
general recognition and accolades from the com-
munity.

One example of this rapid improvement 
is Chateau Estates Elementary School. Rated a 

“D” school in 2011, Chateau Estates is now a “B” 
school with marked improvement in all academic 
areas. Led by a talented principal and outstanding 
teachers and staff, Chateau Estates has focused its 
efforts on personalizing learning for its students 
through the use of technology and blended learn-
ing.

Five more Kenner elementary schools have 
improved a letter grade since 2011, including A. C. 
Alexander and Walter Schneckenburger Elemen-
tary Schools, which are now “B” rated schools, and 
G.T. Woods Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore School 
for the Arts and Washington Montessori, which im-
proved one letter grade from a “D” to a “C.”

In addition to raising their letter grades, Cha-
teau Estates, Alexander, Schneckenburger, Clancy-
Maggiore, and Washington Montessori have been 

recognized by the state as “Top Gains” schools in 
2012 or 2013, a distinction provided to schools that 
show a significant improvement in their school 
performance scores.

Finally, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary con-
tinues to provide an excellent education for its 
students. The school has consistently maintained 
its “B” grade over the past two years and was 
named a 2013 “Top Gains” school. This year, one of 
its star teachers, Troy Hobson, was named a state 
semifinalist for the Louisiana Teacher of the Year 
program.

These Kenner elementary schools have con-
tributed enormously to the overall improvement 
of Jefferson Parish Public School System – result-
ing in the district now being rated a “B” district, 
compared to a “D” district in 2011. In many ways, 
our Kenner schools are modeling the way for ex-
cellence for other elementary schools in Jefferson 
Parish, as they continue to set the bar higher for 
academic achievement and improvement.

This success would not have been possible 
without the continued support of Kenner’s lead-
ers, including its elected officials and members 
from the business community, and the immensely 
talented teachers and principals who serve our stu-
dents tirelessly. Thanks to their continued champi-
oning of Kenner public schools, Kenner families to-
day have a wide array of high quality public schools 
to choose from when considering educational op-
tions for their children. As superintendent of the 

Academic excellence in Kenner: Kenner public elementary schools on the rise
By Dr. James Meza, Jr. – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

Since 1983, May 
has been observed as 
National Physical Fit-

ness and Sports Month. Physical fitness is vital to a 
healthy lifestyle. During National Physical Fitness 
and Sports Month, we need to recognize the impor-
tance of integrating exercise into our daily routines 
along with recognizing the importance of living a 
more active lifestyle. Physical fitness benefits both 
the body and the mind. Regular exercise, along with 
healthy eating habits, helps prevent serious health 
problems and promotes a better lifestyle. Maintain-
ing an active lifestyle reduces the risks of serious ill-
ness such as heart disease, obesity, diabetes, as well 
as other serious health problems.

Health benefits of exercise and physical 
activity

•  Reduce the risk of premature death
•  Reduce the risk of developing and/or dying 

from heart disease
•  Reduce high blood pressure or the risk of de-

veloping high blood pressure
•  Reduce high cholesterol or the risk of devel-

oping high cholesterol
•  Reduce the risk of developing colon cancer 

and breast cancer
•  Reduce the risk of developing diabetes
•  Reduce or maintain body weight or body fat
•  Build and maintain healthy muscles, bones, 

and joints
•  Reduce depression and anxiety
•  Improve psychological well-being
•  Enhanced work, recreation and sport per-

formance

Some interesting statistics on the benefits 
of exercise

•  Burning 1,000 calories a week can lower 
your stroke risk by 24 percent

•  Coronary heart is a major cause of death in 
the United States. Exercising for 14 minutes, 
five days per week can decrease your death 
risk from CHD by 46 percent.

•  Regular exercise decreases breast cancer 
risk by 20 percent.

•  Unfit men are 80 percent more likely to die of 
cancer than fit men.

Getting our children involved in sports helps 
develop life-long lessons of wellness. Sports also 
helps develop new friendships, teaches teamwork, 
discipline and learning to win and lose with respect 
for others. Getting our children involved in sports 
early teaches them the importance of maintaining 
active lifestyles through their adult life. Today, too 
many children follow an inactive lifestyle with an 
overwhelming percentage of our youth being obese. 
This obesity leads to early onset of diabetes and 
other illnesses that will rob those children of a nor-
mal life. Let May be the month we start a healthier 
lifestyle for our children and ourselves.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department of 
Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Ken-
ner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted 
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting  
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

May is National Physical 
Fitness and Sports Month
By Craig Goodwin

Health

largest school district in the state, I am proud of 
the transformation that is making the Jefferson 
Parish Public School System a district on the rise, 
and I encourage all Kenner residents to learn more 
about the amazing educational opportunities avail-
able for their students through Jefferson Parish 
Public Schools.  

Dr. James Meza Jr. is currently the superin-
tendent of Jefferson Parish Public School System 
(JPPSS), Louisiana’s largest and most diverse 
school district serving 47,000 students. Meza’s ex-
perience in education spans more than 40 years 
in teaching and leadership positions both at the 
K-12 and higher education levels. Visit the JPPSS 
website at www.jpschools.org.
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June 1 will herald the first day of the 2014 
hurricane season. Global Weather Oscillations, 
Inc. (GWO), a leading hurricane and climate 
cycle prediction company recently issued their 
2014 hurricane prediction. They feel the up-
coming Atlantic Basin hurricane season will be 
stronger than last year. GWO was the only fore-
casting organization to accurately predict the 
weak 2013 season. They may be right or they 
may be wrong. Regardless of anyone’s predic-
tion, the key is to be prepared and have a storm 
safety plan ready to implement.

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans Inter-
national Airport is an important facility to the 
community, especially during an emergency 
event such as a hurricane. We participate in 
preparedness exercises and training for all 
types of disasters every year, because our num-
ber one concern in an emergency is the safety 
of our passengers, our neighbors and staff. The 
airport prepares for many types of emergen-
cies, including tropical storms and hurricanes. 
Our hurricane preparedness plan includes 
coordination with local, state and federal gov-
ernment officials, as well as airlines, tenants 
and vendors who operate at the airport. Air-
port staff conducts a yearly review of the plan 
to identify any changes needed since the last 
storm season.

Here are some important facts that our 
readers should know regarding the airport’s 
operation prior to the impact of a storm. If a 
tropical storm or hurricane is approaching the 
New Orleans metro area and River Parishes, 
the airport will remain open for as long as the 
airlines continue to operate flights. The deci-
sion to cease flight operations will vary from 
airline to airline. Each airline determines 
when to terminate their flight operations 
based on the evolving weather conditions, not 
the airport. If you plan on traveling by air out 
of the region due to an impending storm, plan 
early and keep in contact with your particular 
airline for flight status. If you are traveling 
with pets, check with your airline prior to com-
ing to the airport to verify that they allow pets 
to travel on their aircraft. Please be aware that 
not all of the airlines allow pets and there are 
federal limits as to the number of pets allowed 
on each flight.

In the event of the impending landfall of 
a tropical storm or hurricane to our area, law 
enforcement presence will be enhanced to 
ensure a secure environment and controlled 
access to the airport facilities. When a storm 
is approaching and you have confirmed flight 
plans, please make sure you carry some form 

of flight confirmation and personal identifica-
tion because it may be required for entrance 
to the airport terminal. The flight confirmation 
may be an email detailing your flight informa-
tion, a boarding pass or ticket receipt. If you do 
not have the necessary documentation, it may 
delay your entrance to the airport. At the peak 
of the storm and continuing until airport recov-
ery efforts are completed, access to the airport 
will be restricted. Please understand that the 
airport is not a public shelter during a storm or 
hurricane event. Once flights cease, the gen-
eral public and non-essential personnel will be 
asked to evacuate from the airport. For safety 
reasons, the general public will not be allowed 
to ride out a storm at the airport.

For the latest storm information regard-
ing your scheduled flight, refer to your airline’s 
website or their customer service telephone 
number. The latest information about the sta-
tus of an impending storm may also be found 
at the airport website, www.flymsy.com with 
updates posted as warranted. Facebook and 
Twitter will also be used to keep the public 
informed.

If an air evacuation is deemed necessary 
for citizens, transportation for airlift evacua-
tions will be managed and operated through a 
designated government agency, not the airport. 
Those who plan to participate in a city or par-
ish assisted air evacuation should follow the di-
rections of their city or parish authorities and 
proceed to the designated pick up locations.

If a call for evacuation is made this season, 
please monitor your radio and/or television 
and follow the instructions given. In the event 
a storm does pass our way, it is imperative that 
everyone have a personal storm plan. If you 
have not prepared one for this hurricane sea-
son, please do so as soon as possible. It could 
save your life and the life of your loved ones.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation 
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport may be reached at director@
flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the 
air time of the Armstrong International 
Airport 30 minute television program, “Air-
port Alive” or view it on the airport website,  
www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport 
Alive” link on the “News and Stats” page. You 
can now follow the airport on facebook.com/
MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To 
find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, 
click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s web-
site homepage.  

Planning for the 2014 hurricane 
season
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport Director of Aviation

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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People
City of  Kenner Department of  Community Development

Are you wondering 
what to do with the 
kids this summer?

Does your income 
level make it hard  
to afford sending 
your kids to  
summer camp?

Camp is for kids ages 3 – 12 at the Butch Duhe gym and is 
sponsored by the Kenner Parks & Recreation Department.

Camp date: May 27 – August 1
Weekly field trips, movies and lots of other fun and  

exciting activities will keep your child enlightened and  
busy while increasing his or her social skills.

Stop by the Office of Community Development  
at 624 Williams Blvd for an application today. 

The City of Kenner 
Department of Community 
Development has Grants 
up to $80 a week per child  
to attend summer camp for income eligible households.

                                                                                    Are you wondering what to do with the kids  

                                                                                                       this summer? 

 

                                                                                         Are you low income and can’t afford to send  

                                                                                                        your kids to Summer camp ? 

 

The City of  Kenner Department of Community  Development has Grants up to $80.00 a week 
per child to attend summer camp  for income eligible  households. 

Camp is for kids ages 3 – 12 at the Butch Duhe gym and is sponsored by the Kenner Parks & 
Recreation Department. 

Camp date:  May 27 – August 1 

Weekly field trips, movies and lots of other fun and exciting activities will keep your child 
enlightened and busy while increasing his or her social skills. 

Income Limits are 

1 PERSON 2 PERSONS 3 PERSONS 4 PERSONS 5 PERSONS 6 PERSONS 7 PERSONS 8 PERSONS 

$ 20,600 yr. $ 23,500 yr. $ 26,500 yr. $ 29,400 yr. $ 31,800 yr. $ 34,150 yr. $ 36,500 yr. $ 38,850 yr. 

 

Stop by the Office of Community Development at 624 Williams Blvd for an application today.  
Grants are awarded on a first  come, first serve basis. Grants are awarded on a first come, first served basis.

Income Limits are:

ARLEETA O. TERRELL  MICHAEL S. YENNI, MAYOR
DIRECTOR  CITY OF KENNER

Kenner Community Development_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   3:19 PM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
Pork Loin BaBy Back riBs    

By foodieforone.com
I got carried away with working out, dog walking  
and decorating the ranch. When I realized it was  
already 2:30 p.m., I wondered what I was going to  
fix for dinner!

I cleaned up, jumped in the car and went to the local  
grocery where I found slabs of pork loin baby back ribs  
in the meat section.

Pork ribs and baked sweet potatoes – that would  
be our dinner!

I arrived home, opened and rinsed off the rack of ribs, laid it on a sheet pan and dusted it with 
cracked black pepper, kosher salt and rubbed sage. I loosely tented the ribs with aluminum foil 
and placed the pan in an oven preheated to 325 degrees. And then I forgot about the ribs for 
three whole hours! Seriously, this is part of the plan. Time for more working out, blogging, writing 
and running around the neighborhood with our dogs, Rock and Romey!

After three hours, I made a sauce of:
3 tablespoons ketchup
3 tablespoons teriyaki sauce
1 tablespoon of pan drippings

I coated the rack of ribs. I also sprinkled sesame seeds over the entire rack and placed back in 
the oven for 20 minutes!

I added two baked sweet potatoes and that was dinner! It was delicious!

Recipe Corner_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   3:21 PM

I had a strange 
dream the other 
night. It was about 
Christmas. Not just 

any Christmas, but a particular one a bunch of 
years ago that has stayed in my mind. It was my 

“perfect Christmas.”
My wife and I had decided to wait five years 

to begin a family because we wanted to travel. 
And travel we did. One year, in the mid-1980s, 
we went looking for Christmas in London. I had 
always wanted to do that, to see the snow and 
the Christmas lights. When we got there we met 
head on with two facts of life – it doesn’t snow 
in London around Christmas and they don’t put 
lights on much of anything, except Harrods, and 
they are gorgeous.

We did find Christmas though, as we were 
heading on Christmas morning to a pub we had 
seen on our way to midnight Mass the night 
before. Before we got to the pub we crossed a 
cobblestone square and saw an elderly lady – 
dressed impeccably and using a cane – fall to 
the pavement, breaking her glasses and skinning 
her knee. We rushed to her aid and helped her 
up. Her name was Rose and she was looking for a 
senior citizen’s luncheon in the area.

“They were supposed to come for me but 
they never did,” she said in a delicious elderly 
British accent. We walked in the direction she 
said she thought the feed was located and we 
came upon a storefront window decorated with 
Christmas lights.

“That’s the place,” she said, and we opened 
the door. What I saw inside took my breath away. 
There were Christmas decorations all over the 
walls, a fireplace roaring and a man with a long 
scarf who looked just like Bob Cratchit who 
came to greet us.

“Ahh, here’s Rose, everybody,” he said, 
thanking us for bringing her and Rose went in to 
have her Christmas dinner.

We went looking for our pub (The Queen’s 
Head). We were hoping to find it open on 
Christmas Day. Actually it wasn’t, but as we 
looked in the window we could see a lot of 
people eating and drinking and having a good 
time. We knocked on the window. A lady came to 
the window and yelled, “Sorry, luv, we’re closed. 
Private party!”

I looked as disappointed as I could and 
yelled, “But we came all the way from New 
Orleans to see a real London Christmas!”

“You’re Americans?” she yelled then turned 
to the crowd. “Hey guys, they’re from America!” 
And then to us she said, “Come on in and have 
a pint!”

So we went into our first London pub ever 
and it was the real thing. The building, they 
told us, was more than 400 years old. It was 
all mahogany with red felt on the seats in the 
booths, tall ceilings and a big framed picture of 
Her Majesty the Queen on the wall. Somebody 
shoved half-pints of beer into our hands and they 
kept us in refills all afternoon.

Everyone wanted to know about America 

and why we thought London had snow. We met 
lots of lovely people including Roy Smith, the 
publican (manager) who was called “governor,” 
and his wife Betty. As we got more and more 
buzzed we felt hungry and there was more than 
enough food, including shepherd’s pie, turkey 
and stuffing and sausages. All cooking was done 
by Betty in the kitchen upstairs where they both 
lived.

It was the most magical Christmas either of 
us had ever known and we made some really good 
friends. Roy, a dedicated steak and potatoes man, 
took us on a tour of an abattoir (slaughterhouse) 
somewhere in the neighborhood. Then he took 
us to a musty little hole in the wall diner across 
the street and treated us to a fresh steak and 
chips dinner. Fresh, because the meat had just 
come from the other side of the street. A few 
years later they came to New Orleans and we 
paid them back by taking them to Ruth’s Chris 
for lunch. Atmosphere was a little different but 
Roy loved the steak. (One year we crossed the 
pond again with Alexandra, our two-year-old, 
went back to the Queen’s Head and stayed with 
Betty and Roy for a week, thus saving a hotel 
bill.)

I thought nothing could approach that 
magical Christmas until a year or two later. I was 
apparently having a disagreement with my wife, 
or she was out of sorts, but I found myself alone 
in the Quarter on a slightly foggy Christmas Eve 
with warm temperatures. I was also slightly 
foggy from a large beer or two in my go-cup. I was 
amazed to see the shops open on Royal Street, so 
I decided to do some more Christmas shopping. I 
went into a dozen shops and came out with some 
really nice gifts for my wife. Some of the small 
items were imported antiques and I thought they 
would cheer her up.

I got home, made a joyful entry into the 
house and showed her the presents, but the Mrs. 
was still in a lousy mood. I didn’t care. I had the 
best Christmas Eve ever.

I always remembered that “perfect 
Christmas Eve” in the Quarter and I longed for 
another one. But it never came. Until about 
three years ago. By this time I was a single dad 
and my daughter Elisabeth was visiting me in 
New Orleans. She was about 22 and I realized 
she had never been to Antoine’s Restaurant. 
So, we went there for lunch on the day before 
Christmas because there was no way I could get 
a table for dinner. It was a lovely meal and then 
we went walking and shopping in the Quarter 
just like I did so many Christmas Eves ago. The 
weather was just exactly the same, warm temps 
and a little foggy with a 100 per cent chance of 
beer.

I had already had a “perfect Christmas” in 
London and now I had my “perfect Christmas 
Eve” again. Only this time I didn’t have to spend 
it alone.  

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at 
edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite, ed-clancy.
blogspot.com.

Looking for Christmas
By Ed Clancy
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As any home-
owner knows, heat-
ing and cooling bills 
can top the charts 
during the heights of 

summer and winter. Homes that are well-insulat-
ed can aid in keeping bills in line, but there are 
additional ways to tackle energy bills.

Depending on your climate and surrounding 
buildings, trees and topography, solar energy can 
be a resource that could be harnessed to lower 
your electric bill. Many people are able to gener-
ate enough electricity and heat from the sun to 
power their home without the need for power 
from the utility company at all. A few generate ex-
cess energy that they can sell back to the power 
company.

Contrary to popular thought, solar energy is 
not just for dry desert climes. While the diffuse 
light of a cloudy day will not generate as much 
energy there is still some benefit seen. Rainy cli-
mates help with maintenance and help clean the 
collection panels.

Passive solar homes use smart design and 

construction to capture energy from the sun. 
With distinct features of southern windows and 
heat gathering materials, passive solar homes do 
not use mechanical systems to collect and con-
vert into electricity, but rather use their environ-
ment to the best advantage.

Most people who are considering solar as 
part of their energy profile are seeking to outfit 
a more traditionally designed and built home to 
take advantage of sunny days to produce elec-
tricity. There are three popular “active” systems 
for using solar energy that are of importance to 
homeowners. The first and most obvious is the 
type of system that is intended to generate elec-
tricity. This system is comprised of photovoltaic 
collection panels (PV), tracking mounts to move 
the panels to follow the sun, inverters, switches, 
wiring systems and meters that work together to 
create electricity that is usable in your home and 
by others on the power grid.

The second system worthy of note is a solar 
hot water heating system. These systems enable 
homeowners to use the power of the sun to heat 
water used in showering and cleaning. And finally, 

there are also solar heating systems for heating 
the water in swimming pools.

To generate electricity, one of the biggest 
issues is where to mount the collection panels. 
The roof is the obvious answer in an area unob-
structed by trees. Professional installation is ad-
vised and sometimes extra support is needed for 
the added weight to the roof. It is often advised to 
replace the roof prior to installing the solar pan-
els. If solar water heating is also being employed, 
a water tank would also be installed on the roof, 
resulting in even more weight.

Solar energy systems begin at the very be-
ginning: have a site assessment followed by a de-
sign and planning period. Savvy homeowners can 
do their own monitoring and checkups, though 
using a professional might result in higher effi-
ciency.

Generally it is wise to stick with simple, tried 
and true technology and a professional company 
with a good track record that specializes in sales 
and installation of quality products. Get recom-
mendations and talk to homeowners who have 
been through the process.

On the federal level, homeowners can get a 
Residential Income Tax Credit of 30 percent of 
the total cost of the installed system, available 
until 2016.

Well maintained systems have a life of 25-30 
years. Systems are costly to install, so look closely 
at the installation and warranties offered. Know 
how to maintain your system and make sure ev-
eryone in the house knows how to disconnect the 
system in the event of fire.

A quality solar power system can provide 
excellent service and reduced electricity bills. 
Keep all records associated with the purchase, 
materials, installation and warranty, as these can 
enhance the salability of your home. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisi-
ana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gard-
ner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Bou-
levard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local 
independently owned and operated company. 
Visit the company website at www.gardnerreal-
tors.com.

Solar: So what?
By Linda R. Martin

Now that warm-
er weather is finally 
here, many of us are 
starting to make 
improvements and 

changes to the landscaping around our homes. 
Before beginning, careful planning is important 
to determine the potential effect of the landscap-
ing to your home. The following are some impor-
tant things to consider when planting new shrubs 
or trees and improving the landscaping around 
your home.

First, it matters where we plant trees. Tree 
roots can cause varying degrees of structural 
damage to your home depending on the prox-
imity to the dwelling and the type of tree. Video 
scoping of plumbing lines often reveals infiltra-
tion of root systems into the piping, blocking 
drainage and damaging pipes. Repairs for this 
damage can be very costly, and even the small-
est tree can cause damage. Roots can also cause 
damage to walkways and driveways. Root systems 
near walkways and driveways not only can cause 
concrete and asphalt damage, but also create 
trip hazards due to uneven surfaces. It is best to 
consult a professional landscaper before planting 
new trees. Knowledge of what can be expected 
from the various root systems can prevent future 
problems from occurring.

Water is probably the single most impor-
tant factor in structural deterioration, i.e., water 
where we do not want it. A home inspector will 
always check the grade around the property 
looking for the slope of yard to be away from the 
structure. There should always be a positive slope 
away from the structure. The landscaping must 
be done to help to insure that excess water will 

be drained away from the structure and soaked 
up by plants, shrubs, trees and lawn.

The spring ritual of pulling weeds and add-
ing new soil and mulch in our garden beds can of-
ten result in water intrusion problems if not done 
properly. The soil and mulch addition must be 
such that water still drains away from the home. 
Often when homeowners add soil and mulch, the 
height of the material goes above the first course 
of bricks and covers the weep holes. When the 
garden bed gets watered, water can then flow 
back through the weep holes and into the house 
and cause damage.

Avoid planting shrubbery too close to your 
home. The biggest problem seen with regard to 
shrubbery growing on the structure is “moisture.” 
Shrubbery that is in contact with the structure 
can be a conducive termite condition as well as 
a key factor in siding deterioration whether it 
be stucco or composition material. In addition, 
a two-foot space should always be maintained 
between the shrubbery and air conditioning 
units. When planted too close, the shrubbery can 
degrade the performance of the air conditioning 
system.

Trees, shrubbery and plants are organic 
“cellulose based” organisms. Termites eat cel-
lulose for sustenance. Whenever you plant any-
thing close to the structure it is important to 
consider the possibility that you may be plant-
ing a food source for termites. Because termites 
are migratory, if they attack a tree or shrub near 
the structure it is likely that they will continue 
on and look for another food source which may, 
unfortunately, be your house. You should consult 
your pest company whenever new mulch or soil is 
added. Typically, the pest company will perform a 

brief inspection after you have added new mulch 
or soil for free to ensure no problems have been 
created.  

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed profession-
al engineer and licensed home inspector and 
the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, 
a locally owned consulting engineering firm 

specializing in residential and commercial 
building inspection services. Dormady can be 
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, 
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. 
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com..

Understanding the effects of landscaping
By Dan Dormady

Home
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Early this year I wrote a column 
about how as we move forward into 2014, 
businesses need to plan to renovate, in-
novate and grow along with new market 

trends and also how the Hispanic immigration wave and demographics 
change in the United States are changing the “melting pot.” When an 
immigrant population reaches a critical mass in a community, it is no 
longer the melting pot that is transforming the community but the com-
munity transforming American society.

This transformation of society needs to be positive and progressive. 
We all need to work collectively in our communities by voting and con-
tributing to the progress the city of Kenner.

Real values are expressed in actions, in what we do and how we do 
it. It’s in the best interest for the growth of the Hispanic community to 
get involved and assimilate into the community. Hispanics can boost the 
buying power in the community. We need to understand how important 
it is to be a strong advocate of educating our youth and future leaders. 
It is also important for Hispanics to continually educate themselves. 
Without an education, a failure to develop skills, or an interest in further 
education, being trapped in low-wage service jobs, having poor housing, 
not being able to be involved in politics, etc., offers limited avenues of 
advancement and promotion. Education is the key to assimilating into a 
community and greatly helps in removing barriers and promoting unity.

As we move forward we need to exercise the right to vote. It is a 
privilege to be heard. We should take advantage of this privilege and not 
waste this important opportunity. By voting we become part of democ-
racy and have a part in how we want our country to be governed. This is 
a country that governs itself by law and if we want to affect changes, we 
then need to help to enact legislation that can only be affected by voting.

If we want to move forward, we will have to embrace our communi-
ties and we need to find a way to integrate ourselves into the community 
and not segregate. 

Community announcements
May 2 & 16 – Assistance with applying for food stamps at 

the Kenner Hispanic Resource Center from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
For information call 469-2570.

May 22 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting and 
planning of second-half of 2014 events. For information and mem-
bership call 466-1483.

June 14 &15 – Gala Music and Celebración Hispana in-
vites you to its fourth Kenner Hispanic Summer Fest 2014 at Ken-
ner Laketown. In order to present an affordable and meaning-
ful experience festival, sponsorship opportunities are available. 
Sponsorship will assist for a successful event and a win/win for 
the community. For information on sponsorship and/or participa-
tion call 712-7889.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – New Orleans Chil-
dren’s Health Project, free medical services offered to children 
and adolescents ages 0-18. Call 988-0155 for appointment. Ser-
vices also offered in Spanish, call 858-0155.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more infor-
mation and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click 
on the KTV logo.

I leave you with this thought. “For a community to be whole 
and healthy, it must be based on people’s love and concern for 
each other.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin 
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Sad-
dy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to 
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

In unity there is strength, assimilation is the key    
By Rafael E. Saddy

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.

1010_Fernando.pdf   1   4/28/12   11:00 PM

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM

Internet security (again)
By Guy Williams

By now, most have heard of the 
“Heartbleed” bug, which is an attack on 
encrypted website data that relies upon 
the open source OpenSSL encryption 
key. Please stay with me as that is the 

last technical reference I will mention in this column.
Most of us are very casual about sending credit card and other 

personal information to online vendors and sites such as PayPal and 
Yahoo. Unfortunately, we may have been too trusting. The “OpenSSL” 
system uses a program called “Heartbeat” to verify that the connec-
tion is still open and that your computer is still on. As we browse the 
Internet, we often pause to look at an item, to talk to others at home 
or to answer the phone, etc. The heartbeat “ping” verifies that we are 
still online and the connection is still open. Unfortunately, it also has 
a defect that could be manipulated to send to hackers the contents 
of your computer’s dynamic memory which can contain usernames, 
passwords, keys or other information that can enable a bigger attack.

Due to this bug, if you used Yahoo, PayPal or other online web-
sites, you may be vulnerable to identity theft and/or password theft. 
The reasons for this are interesting so if you want to learn more, do a 
web search for Heartbleed OpenSSL security breach.

The good news is that if you do your online banking with a local 
community bank, you are probably safe. Community banks use a differ-
ent and more secure encryption key.

Now, let’s talk about a practical solution to this Heartbleed bug 
problem. The first step is the most annoying and involves changing 
passwords. Our bank’s information technology department requires 
changing our internal passwords every 13 weeks. It seems excessive 
and it is a lot of trouble but we don’t have security issues. For consum-

ers, under normal circumstances, once a year is probably sufficient. 
But due to this new issue, it is recommended that you go to all your 
online sites and reset passwords now. Use a different and more dif-
ficult password for financial sites. For example, use numbers, symbols 
and non-standard upper and lower case letters creating a password 
such as #1whOdaT.

The next step is to eliminate and simplify. Pay online using your 
credit card, instead of an online intermediary such as PayPal. The 
more links in the chain, the more chances for data theft. If you pay 
using your credit card, you have legal consumer protections built in. 
The same thing applies to your bank debit card.

Finally, beware of the latest version of an old phone scam. Bogus 
callers are dialing local numbers and telling folks that their bank ac-
count is empty. The object of the scam is to get account information 
in order to steal your identity. If you get such a call, don’t provide any 
information to the callers. Instead, hang up and call your local bank 
branch and ask someone you know to verify that your account is un-
touched. If a problem is indicated, visit the bank and discuss the prob-
lem in person. Remember, your banker will never ask you for personal 
information over the phone unless you initiate the call.

As always, please check with your bank if something seems fishy. 
The crooks are creative and active, but your local community bankers 
are here to help.    

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf 
Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is locat-
ed at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can 
be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at 
www.gulfbank.com.

Latin American News
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The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

May 1, 15, 29, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
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Plenty giveaways on tap for May at Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

May marks an-
other fun month at 
Treasure Chest Casino 
with a full lineup of 
events and giveaways 

catered to the festivities of the month. Enjoy great 
times with friends and neighbors as we finally turn the 
corner from the cold weather and head into warmer 
temperatures with red hot giveaways just waiting to be 
won at Treasure Chest Casino.

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with us. Simply stop by 
any kiosk before playing between 8:00 a.m. and mid-
night on Monday, May 5, 2014, to receive five times slot 

points.
Join us as we kick off Mother’s Day weekend 

with a “Shopping Spree Giveaway” on Saturday, May 
10. From 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m., 28 names will be se-
lected to win a $250 gift card to Macy’s. Then, at 11:00 
p.m., four lucky winners will be selected to win a grand 
shopping spree of $1,000 at Macy’s. Don’t forget about 
our annual “Mother’s Day Handbag Giveaway” on Sun-
day, May 11. 20 lucky B Connected members will be se-
lected between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. to win a brand 
new Michael Kors handbag containing $50 up to $500 
in free play. And, don’t let Mom cook on her special day. 
Come to the Treasure Island Buffet for Mother’s Day 

brunch from 10:00 a.m until 9:00 p.m. for just $21.99.
Visit us on Fridays, May 9 and 23 to conquer the 

beast in our “Slotzilla Grab and Win.” Earn 200 points 
each day for your chance to grab up to $2,500 in free 
play. Every grab is a guaranteed winner.

Join us on Monday, May 26 from 11:00 a.m. until 
8:00 p.m. for our Memorial Day “Kiosk Bonus.” Swipe 
and win point multipliers or up to $1000 in free play.

We’re saying goodbye to May with a cash explo-
sion on May 31. Join us for our $25,000 “Sizzlin’ Stacks 
of Cash Giveaway” where we will award a share of over 
$25,000 in Cash to 25 lucky players from 7:00 p.m. until 

11:00 p.m. One lucky player will walk away with $2,000 
cash.

Restrictions apply for all promotions. See the B 
Connected Club for full details and rules. Must be 21 
or older to participate in any events and giveaways.    

Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain 
in Laketown. For more information visit www.trea-
surechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Community
Live musical “Young Frankenstein” KBA and 
Kiwanis May 8 fundraiser tickets on sale

Mel Brooks’ play, “Young Frankenstein,” will be 
performed at Rivertown Theaters for the Performing 
Arts as a fundraiser for the Kenner Business Associa-
tion and the Kenner North Kiwanis Club. The fund-
raiser will be held on Thursday, May 8, 2014.

From the creators of “The Producers” comes a 
monster musical with such sing-along tunes as “Put-
tin on the Ritz” and “The Transylvania Mania.” The 
story follows the young Dr. Frankenstein, the grand-
son of infamous scientist Victor Frankenstein, as he 
attempts to complete his grandfather’s masterwork 
and bring a corpse to life. Together with his hunch-
back helper Igor and his leggy lab assistant Inga, 
Frankenstein succeeds in creating a monster – but 
not without hilarious complications.

This reimagining of the Frankenstein classic is 
under the direction of Ricky Graham and Big Easy 
Award winner of Entertainer of the Year, Gary Rucker. 
The performance begins at 8:00 p.m. with the lobby 
opening at 7:00 p.m. and seating beginning at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $20.

Clive Barnes of The New York Times says “Young 

Frankenstein” is “The Broadway musical at its dizzi-
est, glitziest and funniest! Mel Brooks and Susan 
Stroman pull out every stop with divine silliness and 
a touch of genius. Brooks’s lyrics are bright and witty.”

All KBA proceeds from “Young Frankenstein” 
will stay in Jefferson Parish to help improve the Ken-
ner Business Association’s efforts in promoting local 
businesses.

Any monies realized by the Kenner North Ki-
wanis’ involvement in the “Young Frankenstein” fun-
draiser will be donated to Eliminate Project, which 
is the focus of Kiwanis International’s thrust to end 
neo-natal tetanus in Third World countries as moth-
ers and babies die for want of a shot that costs less 
than $2.

For more information and ticket purchases, 
visit www.KennerBusinessAssociation or call Judy 
LaBella at 416-7637.

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is 
located in Kenner’s historic Rivertown at 325 Minor 
Street. Free parking is available.    

Health
Ochsner Medical Center named one of “100 
Great Hospitals in America”

Becker’s Hospital Review has recognized Och-
sner Medical Center as one of “100 Great Hospitals 
in America.” This is the third consecutive year that 
Ochsner Medical Center has been recognized with 
this award.

According to Becker’s Hospital Review, the hos-
pitals included on this list are home to many medical 
and scientific breakthroughs, provide best-in-class 
patient care and are stalwarts of their communities, 
serving as academic hubs or local mainstays.

“We are honored to be included on Becker’s an-
nual list for a third year in a row,” said Robert Wolt-
erman, chief executive officer of Ochsner Medical 
Center. “This award speaks to the dedication and ex-
cellence displayed to our patients every day from our 
remarkable team of physicians and employees here 

in New Orleans.”
The Becker’s Hospital Review editorial team 

analyzed data from reputable sources including U.S. 
News & World Report, Truven Health Analytics’ 100 
Top Hospitals, HealthGrades, Magnet Recognition 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center, The 
Leapfrog Group and several other sources to estab-
lish the 2014 list. Hospitals cannot pay to be included 
on the list.

The full list can be read at www.beckershos-
pitalreview.com/100-great-hospitals-2014/full-list.
html.

For more information visit Ochsner.org or call 
1-866-OCHSNER.   
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On March 24, 2014, The Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts 
won five Big Easy Theater Awards, including the prestigious “Entertain-
ers of the Year Award,” given to Gary Rucker and Kelly Fouchi, artistic 
and managing directors of the Rivertown Theaters for the Performing 
Arts, located at 325 Minor Street in Kenner’s historic district known as 
Rivertown.

The theater’s comedy “Noises Off” was a big 
winner, picking up the award for the “Best Comedy” 
and “Best Director of a Comedy” for David Hoover. In 
addition, “Best Choreography in a Musical” went to 
Danielle Scheib and Heidi Malnar for “42nd Street” 
and “Best Supporting Actress in a Musical” went to 
Janie Heck for “Spamalot.”

Rucker and Fouchi, who took over at the Rivertown Theaters two 
years ago by turning in the winning proposal for a four-year manage-
ment contract, had a speech prepared for their “Entertainers of the Year” 
award. But the evening was so hectic that they forgot to bring the speech 
to the podium. “It really was a fabulous night and such a blur,” said Gary 
Rucker. The duo said they don’t remember much of what they said, al-
though he’s been told he and Fouchi were both funny and gracious.

“I do remember thanking the people we absolutely knew we had to 
thank,” he said. That group included Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni.

“The Rivertown area was dying and the mayor came in and said this 
is a beautiful area and it can be special, but we have to make a change,” 
Rucker said, recalling the pep talk from Yenni after he and Fouchi were 

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts win five Big Easy Awards, new 2014-2015 
season tickets available now

KDHSA
 from page 1
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chosen to manage the theaters. “To receive that kind of contract – believe 
me, we were certainly aware of the kind of responsibility that went with it. 
Kelly and I weren’t even 40 years old and we had our dream job. For the 
mayor to say change has to happen – that was bold of him – and for him 
to award us the contract was life-changing.”

Yenni said he envisioned the Rivertown Theaters as 
a top-quality attraction to bring in a steady flow of visitors 
that would then discover some of the many other business-
es and attractions in the historic district. But the status 
quo at the theaters – or anywhere in Rivertown – wasn’t 
going to be good enough.

“Gary and Kelly submitted a fantastic proposal and 
it was clear they wanted to be great,” Yenni said. “Their 

energy and enthusiasm has been remarkable – they tripled the number 
of productions and our restaurants and other businesses are benefitting 
from the huge traffic increase due to the fantastic productions at the Ri-
vertown Theaters.”

Fouchi said she and Rucker are lucky to work with “amazing 
people who share our vision and want to keep raising the bar with us.”

“I went through all the programs for all the shows – 16 productions 

– and realized we had welcomed 154 unique actors to the stage at River-
town, 35 creative team members and five dogs.”

But Fouchi and Rucker say the high quality productions and all the 
accolades only matter if the community comes out and supports the the-
ater. “We guarantee if they come out and see what we have to offer, they’’ll 
be back,” said Rucker.

“Becoming a season ticket holder is the absolute best way the Kenner 
residents can ensure the performing arts continue to thrive and remain 
a part of their community,” adds Fouchi. “A lot of energy and attention 
is given to the Saengar and the incomplete performing arts building on 
Airline, but we’re right here in the Kenner community, offering an ambi-
tious season and setting a very high bar. We hope Kenner residents will 
make the Rivertown Theaters one of their regular entertainment outings.”

Season tickets are now on sale for the theater’s 2014-15 season, 
which opens with “Shrek the Musical” on September 12 and includes 

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels.” Season tickets will remain on sale through the 
season opener. To reserve season tickets, call the theater’s box office at 
461-9475. For more information on the Rivertown Theaters, go to www.
rivertowntheaters.com.   

Summer plays offered for children by Rivertown Theaters
Two plays for children to enjoy this summer will be offered by Ri-

vertown Theaters for the Performing Arts, said Kelly Fouchi, artistic and 
managing director.

“We are offering more delightful children’s productions as the popu-
lar Patchwork Players make Rivertown Theaters its home for this summer 
and tickets are only $8.”

“Aladdin” is scheduled to run from June 17 through June 28. From 
July 8 through July 19 “Hansel and Gretel” will be performed on the the-
ater’s Lagniappe Stage. Show times are 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

“Come enjoy The Patchwork Players’ zany reimagining of Grimm’s 
time-honored fairy tales. Patchwork Players has been presenting delight-
fully wacky retellings of classic stories for over 30 years. The Patchwork 
Players brings to life to ‘Aladdin’ and ‘Hansel and Gretel’ as only they can. 
With the Patchworkers silly sense of humor and adventure, your kids get 

a chance to be a part of the show. It’s loads of fun for kids and adults,” said 
Fouchi.

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts kicked off its inaugu-
ral 2012-2013 season with a new name and a new management company, 
Theatre 13. The new artistic directors, Gary Rucker and Kelly Fouchi, say 
the mission of Theatre 13 is to bring new and exciting productions to the 
New Orleans area while providing local theatre artists an opportunity to 
perform and create.

For tickets call the box office at 461-9475 or 468-7221 or visit www.
RivertownTheaters.com.

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts Lagniappe Stage is lo-
cated at 325 Minor Street in the heart of Rivertown in Kenner and free 
parking is plentiful.   

Monster musical comedy live play, “Young Frankenstein,” 
comes to Kenner stage in May

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is presenting “Young 
Frankenstein” from May 9 through May 24, 2014. Under the direction 
of multi-talented performer, director and theatrical creator, Ricky Gra-
ham, and starring Rivertown Theaters’ co-artistic director, Gary Rucker, 

“Young Frankenstein” will debut in New Orleans closing out the 2014 
spring line-up on the theater’s main stage.

The multi-award winning musical, with the book by Mel Brooks 
and Thomas Meehan and music and lyrics by Brooks, is an inspired re-
imagining of Mel Brooks’ classic comedy movie masterpiece.

Kelly Fouchi, theater co-artistic director, said, “The story follows 
young Dr. Frankenstein (that’s Fronkensteen) as he attempts to com-
plete his grandfather’s masterwork and bring a corpse to life. Together 
with his oddly shaped and endearing helper Igor (that’s Eyegor), his 
curvaceous lab assistant Inga, and in spite of his self-involved madcap 
fiancée Elizabeth, Frankenstein succeeds in creating a monster – but 
not without scary and quite often hilarious complications.” This pro-
duction is for mature audiences 16 and older.

“With such memorable tunes as ‘The Transylvania Mania,’ ‘Vas My 
Boyfriend’ and ‘Puttin’ On The Ritz,’ ‘Young Frankenstein’ is scientifi-
cally-proven, monstrously good entertainment…and the only place the 
audience will witness a singing and dancing laboratory experiment in 
the largest tuxedo ever made,” said Fouchi.

On Fridays, May 9, 16 and 23 performances start at 8:00 p.m. as 
well as on Saturdays, May 10, 17 and 24. Sunday matinee performances 
are at 2:00 p.m. and there will be one Thursday performance on May 22 
beginning at 8:00.

Individual ticket prices are $38.50 for adults, $36.50 for seniors 

and $33.50 for students and active military. Corporate and Individual 
sponsorships, season tickets, group and military discounts are available 
as well. To purchase call the box office at 461-9475 or 468-7221 or visit 
www.RivertownTheaters.com.

“As the final musical of our second successful season, “Young Fran-
kenstein” is a big production that will appeal to a wide demographic of 
audience members. Theatre 13 continues to produce a wide range of 
professional theatrical performances, from musicals and comedies to 
children’s theatre.” said Fouchi.

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is located at 325 Mi-
nor St. in the heart of Kenner’s historic Rivertown district. Plenty of free 
parking is available on the streets around the theater.

For more information on the 2013-2014 season of shows and the 
upcoming 2014-2015 season visit the theater’s website.   

Mason Wood (Igor), 
Gary Rucker (Dr. Frankenstein), 

Elise Harvey (Inga)

Photo by John BarroisPhoto by John Barrois
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

Free “Music in the 
Park” concert series 
returns this month 

Starting May 2, 2014, in its eighth year, this 
spring the popular live “Music in the Park” concert 
series returns to Kenner’s Rivertown. The concerts 
will be held on five Friday nights with popular lo-
cal rock bands performing on the back porch of the 
Kenner Produce Company shed of Heritage Park, lo-
cated in the 300 block of Williams Boulevard.

The free concerts will be held from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. and booths will be manned by local 
food, refreshment and craft vendors. Guests are 
 

 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs for seating. No 
outside food or drink will be permitted.

Category 6 will be playing the opening night 
concert on May 2 and August Rush on May 9. On May 
16 Mojeaux will perform and Papa C and the Slam-
min Horns will play on May 23. The Topcats band will 
round out the series on May 30.

Call 468-7231 for more details or visit  
www.kenner.la.us.    

Family-oriented “Movies in the Park” held 
every Saturday in May

The city of Kenner’s Department of Parks 
and Recreation will again sponsor a free commu-
nity event, “Movies in the Park,” in Heritage Park in 
Rivertown each Saturday at 8:00 p.m. Starting May 
3, through May 31, 2014, “Movies in the Park” will 
be open to the public and will feature full-length 
family-oriented movie features shown on a 25-foot 
outdoor movie screen in high-definition. Moviegoers 
are encouraged to bring chairs or blankets to enjoy 
the event which will be reminiscent of an old-time 
drive-in movie theater. Concessions will be sold, but 
in order to keep the movies free, no outside food or 
drink will be allowed.

The movies being shown are “Smurfs 2” on May 
3, “Despicable Me 2” on May 10, “Frozen” on May 17, 

“Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2” on May 24 and 
“Iron Man 3” on May 31.

Call 468-7231 for more details or visit  
www.kenner.la.us.    
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At Veterans Park, the procession will meet up 
with color guards from a variety of local military 
service organizations as well as flag officers 
representing each branch of the military. The 
procession will arrive at the site of The Moving 
Wall shortly before 10:00 a.m. when the opening 
ceremony will begin. That ceremony will in-
clude the national anthem by the Victory Belles, 
an invocation and retirement of colors as well 
as presentation of wreaths by the flag officers 
and a 21-gun salute. The opening ceremony, led 
by Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni, will conclude 

with a moving rendition of “Echo Taps.”
A closing ceremony has been scheduled for 

6:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 18. Additional infor-
mation about The Moving Wall and other events 
during the five-day visit will be updated, as avail-
able, at www.kenner.la.us.

City officials have been in touch with fami-
lies of some of the “Fallen Heroes” from Jeffer-
son Parish who remember that Vietnam soldiers 
returning home in the 1960s and 1970s were not 
always warmly received by the public and are 
excited that their loved ones will get the recog-
nition and thanks they deserve.

The Moving Wall travels throughout the 
country nine months of the year and last was 

in the New Orleans area in 1993. Just like the 
full-sized memorial, The Moving Wall has the 
names of the more than 58,000 casualties of the 
Vietnam War.

A sidewalk has already been erected in Vet-
erans Park behind the City Hall complex where 
The Moving Wall will be on display 24 hours a 

day. Kenner’s Moving Wall Committee is con-
tinuing to look for volunteers to work shifts dur-
ing the five-day visit days the Wall is here. Con-
tact Donna Hahn at ddhahn@kenner.la.us or 
call her at 468-7240. Individuals or companies 
that would like to participate as sponsors also 
can contact Hahn.  

The Moving Wall
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Division A
Councilwoman-at-Large

Maria DeFrancesch

Division B
Councilman-at-Large

Keith Conley

District 1
Councilman

Gregory Carroll

District 2
Councilman
Mike Sigur*

District 3
Councilman

Keith Reynaud

District 4
Councilman

Leonard Cline

District 5
Councilman

Dominick Impastato

City council
 from page 1

KENNER 
CITY COUNCIL

(effective July 1, 2014)

Conley, with 47 percent of the vote, ended up 
in a runoff with Kent Denapolis, who was term-
limited from running for the District 5 Kenner 
Council position he has held since 2004. On 
April 11, 2014, Denapolis withdrew from the 
runoff, ceding the council seat to Conley, the 
former city attorney for Kenner.

Incumbent District 1 Councilman Gregory 
Carroll won against two challengers with 61 per-
cent of the vote and will return for a second four-

year term. Carroll was first elected to finish the 
unexpired term of Marc Johnson in 2009 and 
was reelected to a full term in 2010.

In District 2, there were three new faces in 
the race to fill term-limited Joe Stagni’s position. 
William “Bill” Schwertz and “Mike” Sigur were 
headed to a runoff on May 3. Sigur had received 
45 percent of the vote. Schwertz announced on 
April 15 that he would withdraw from the runoff, 
however, as of press time he had not filed offi-
cial papers with the state secretary of state and 
his name appears on the official ballot.

There will also be a new council mem-

ber representing District 5 as Philip L. “Phil” 
Capitano, a former District 5 councilman and 
mayor of Kenner, lost to newcomer Dominick 
Impastato, who received 68 percent of the April 
5 vote and will replace Denapolis, vacating his 
position due to term limits.

To recap the makeup of the Kenner City 
Council, there will be two new councilmem-
bers-at-large. Conley is a newcomer. DeFran-
cesch has been a district council member. In 
District 1 and District 3, Carroll and Reynaud 
are returning for their last four year terms. If 
Schwertz does withdraw from the council race, 

Sigur will be a new face representing District 2. 
Otherwise, Schwertz and Sigur will be on the 
May 3 ballot and the winner will be a newcomer. 
District 4 Councilman Cline will be a fresh face 
on the council, as will Impastato, representing 
District 5. Carroll and Reynaud will be the only 
term-limited councilmen.

All council members will assume 
their positions on July 1, 2014 for four-year  
terms.  

Caffe LatteHa_0114.indd   1 12/28/13   11:35 AM

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

*Sigur wins seat before May 3 election if Schwertz  
officially withdraws as announced. In either case, 
Schwertz’s name will still appear on the ballot.
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474

Including… Mattress Bags 
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University, is a graduate of The Center for Ameri-
can and International Law and is also a graduate of 
LSU’s Police Basic Training Academy.

Glaser is very proud of the record compiled 
by the KPD in the eight years under his and Chief 
Caraway’s direction with consecutive reductions in 
crime despite the pressures of stand-still budgets 
because of Kenner’s financial troubles.

Glaser believes that the 168 officers currently 
on the roster of the KPD can continue to get the job 
done. “We’ve got some great police officers in the 
KPD who love the city and really work very hard ev-
ery single day,” says Glaser. “I may want to tweak our 
organization in some small ways – for example, add-
ing one more officer to the staff of our internal af-
fairs division – but these are not the kind of changes 
the public will even notice.”

Like Chief Caraway, Glaser is a believer in a 
high-visibility police department with patrol cars 
constantly on the move in residential neighbor-
hoods and commercial strips. “Because Kenner is a 
bedroom community, more than half the homes in 
the city are vacant at times during the work week,” 

says Glaser. “That might be a tempting target for 
burglars but we foil them by constant patrolling 
with veteran officers who know when things just 
don’t look right. Burglars who come to Kenner end 
up in handcuffs.”

Glaser believes that the KPD’s ace in the hole 
is the men and women who reside and work in the 
city and are quick to call the cops when they see 
something that seems out of place. “We have a great 
relationship with the community,” said Glaser. “Peo-
ple call us because they know we’ll have a quick re-
sponse and check out any situation that seems out 
of the ordinary. We don’t mind being called by our 
citizens. That’s our job and if it turns out to be a false 
alarm…no harm, no foul. We have the kind of cops 
who love the community and have roots here them-
selves. We’re a big part of Kenner and proud of it.”

Glaser is also a big fan of multi-parish police 
task forces that bring together officers from the 
region’s sheriff’s offices, police departments and 
state and federal agencies to work as teams. “These 
task forces have been excellent and we want them 
to continue,” said Glaser. “The task forces have 
helped us solve everything from shop-lifting cases 
to homicides.” Glaser is also a big fan of comput-
erized cameras that photograph license plates and 

set off an alarm for police if a license plate is on a 
stolen vehicle or a vehicle wanted in connection 
with an investigation.

And, Kenner residents can be prepared to be 
lectured by the new chief about the importance of 
locking their vehicles and their homes. “That’s my 
soap box,” says Glaser. “If we could convince every 
one of Kenner’s residents to never leave their ve-
hicle or home without locking the doors, we could 
take a huge bite out of crime. Because people live 
in safe neighborhoods, they think that nothing can 
go wrong in five or 10 minutes. Unfortunately, that’s 
when some knucklehead comes along who tries 
vehicle and residential doors just to see if someone 

forgot to lock up. Look for me and my officers to 
emphasize locking up when you leave your vehicle 
or home.”

Among those cheering on Kenner’s new chief 
is just-reelected Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni. 

“Chief-elect Glaser loves Kenner,” says the mayor. 
“He knows every back alley and every intersection. 
He’s a great motivator whose officers love him and 
the example he sets. We’re all proud that Kenner is 
one of the safest communities of its size in the state 
and in the Gulf Region. Under Chief Glaser we’re go-
ing to continue to be a great place to work, live and 
raise a family.”   
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Among the achievements the Yenni admin-
istration emphasized were total operational city 
budget cuts of $8.5 million, the elimination of 135 
formerly budgeted positions in city government, a 
balanced budget and allocation of $15 million in 
city funds for capital improvements, as well as the 
successful renewal of expiring millages for sewer-
age, garbage and fire protection that are crucial 
to city operations. The city is presently undergo-
ing a badly needed massive reconstruction of its 
sewerage system funded by low-interest loans 
the Yenni administration helped procure. During 
Yenni’s first term the executive pay plan and the 
mayor’s expense account were eliminated.

Yenni says that when he thinks about the 
next four years he is really excited about the plans 
for developing Laketown. Yenni and his team have 
weaved through a complicated process of getting 

ownership aligned with the parish and the state 
allowing for the city to develop Laketown on the 
lake. Next in the process is selecting a developer 
to put together what the mayor hopes will be an 
area on Lake Pontchartrain that will be better 
than New Orleans’s now gone West End. Yenni 
said he remembers the wonders of the old West 
End at the border of Orleans and Jefferson Par-
ishes, on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain. In the 
old days, you couldn’t find a parking place at West 
End as folks from throughout the region filled the 
restaurants. Yenni believes that if properly devel-
oped, Laketown can be all that and more, add-
ing retail, condos and entertainment to the mix, 
drawing visitors from throughout the region and 
creating a new sales tax-based revenue source for 
Kenner’s treasury.

“We hope to have a Request for Proposals out 
in 2014, searching for a developer who shares our 
vision about what Laketown can be,” says Mayor 
Yenni. “I can’t wait to get started.”

Yenni joins other Kenner voices urging ap-
proval by the Jefferson Parish School Board to 
allow the already-successful Kenner Discovery 
Health Sciences Academy to expand from pre-K 
through 12th grade. KDHSA now goes from pre-
K to fifth grade, maxed out enrollment in its first 
year and has almost 600 students enrolled for 
next year with a waiting list.

“We want to convince the school board that 
we’re on the right track so KDHSA can one day 
in the near future have over 1,000 students, pre-K 
through 12th. We think its seniors will be getting 
scholarship offers from universities all around 
the nation. This is a great school and will be men-
tioned in the same breath as the best in the great-
er New Orleans area,” said Yenni. “I’m willing 
to do anything I can to help the KDHSA’s board 
and their great chief executive officer and school 
head, Patty Glaser. I’m sure the members of the 
Kenner City Council feel the same way. Even bet-
ter news for Kenner is that the public schools in 

the city are some of the very best in the Jefferson 
Parish Public School System.”

Mayor Yenni is also pleased by the election 
of Michael Glaser as police chief to succeed cur-
rent term-limited Steve Caraway. “Chief Glaser 
and I have an excellent working relationship,” 
said Mayor Yenni. “We worked closely with Chief 
Steve Caraway to reduce the volume of crime in 
Kenner and I am very confident that Chief Glaser 
and the men and women of the KPD are going to 
compile an equally stellar record in the next four 
years that will enhance Kenner’s reputation as a 
safe city.”

Yenni is hopeful that at the end of the next 
four years Kenner will be seen as one of the Gulf 
South’s best quality-of-life communities. “I am 
more grateful to my supporters in Kenner than 
they will ever know,” he says. “Working together, 
there is nothing that is impossible for us to 
achieve.”  

remains will be used to handle charter flights and 
house airport offices.

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation and the 
driving force behind plans to create a new Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport with 
the combination of a new north terminal and the 
recently refurbished existing facility, says, “After 
we have moved our airline operations and passen-
ger services to the new terminal, we will demolish 
the existing Concourses A, B and C. The existing 
Concourse D, which is currently home to Delta Air 
Lines, Air Canada and United Airlines, will be con-
verted to facilities to serve charter flights and TSA 
offices,” said Ahmad. “In addition, we’ll move most 
of our airport offices to that building.”

Plans are to start construction of the new ter-
minal in October of this year. Ahmad says the $650 
million terminal will surely be one of the largest 
construction projects in south Louisiana history. 

“It will be a huge undertaking but we have a good 
plan in place to have the new terminal open by May 
2018, in time for the 300th birthday of the arrival 
of the French explorers at what is now the city of 

New Orleans.”
Ahmad also says that after the new terminal 

and the reconstituted old terminal are both up 
and operating, he wants to explore the possibility 
of creating an inter-modal facility that would link 
air, rail and the river. “This is a great opportunity 
to bring all aspects of travel and commerce to one 
location If we can find the synergy to link air to rail 
to ship, our community will win,” said Ahmad.

One key element in the planning of the new 
terminal is the aggressive approach the New Or-
leans Aviation Board (NOAB) and city of New 
Orleans have taken to encourage Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises (DBE) to participate in the 
construction. In the last three months of this year, 
two information sessions were held in the airport 
terminal Concourse A to inform the large number 
of DBEs in attendance about the business opportu-
nities that will exist with the construction projects.

“With all of the skills that will be needed in 
constructing a new facility and the demolition of 
existing structures, we are hoping that our local 
businesses will take advantage of the many oppor-
tunities to play a part in building a world class air-
port for a world class city,” said Ahmad.    

 

Airport terminal
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Big Easy Storage is now 
a Drop Off Station for the 

Kenner Food Bank

Super rent SpecialS!
• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

call for Details!

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
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