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Kenner Director of Public Works Jose Gonzalez says work crews 
will begin a $1.2 million major improvements project on West Espla-
nade Avenue between Williams Boulevard and Power Boulevard in 
January 2014. Unless the weather intervenes, Gonzalez expects the 
work to be completed by mid April.

He said that while the work is being done, one lane will be left 
open on West Esplanade between Williams and Power, but he rec-
ommends that motorists start thinking now about possible alternate 
routes that will allow them to bypass the work site to avoid delays and 
inconveniences.

“It’s my honest opinion that motorists should consider alternate 
routes,” said Gonzalez. “I think it will be slow going on the one lane that 
will be open and tough going if we get heavy rains some days. I think 
most Kenner motorists who are familiar with our streets layout can 

figure out alternative routes that will work well for them. While there 
will be some temporary inconvenience, this is a major project that will 
improve this key stretch of roadway for years to come.”

Gonzalez said the $1.2 million will be funded by the federal gov-
ernment. He said the project is part of the federal Path to Progress 
program. “Getting this project funded by the federal government was 
very important to us,” said Gonzalez. “We are actually repairing damage 
to the roadway that was suffered during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.” 
The prime contractor on the job will be Barriere Construction. Gon-
zalez says they have already completed outstanding work on Kenner 
streets under the same program.

The work on West Esplanade Avenue will include removing 
and replacing damaged concrete street panels, installing a new 

City recycling relocating and expanding
Kenner residents can expect some big changes 

with the city recycling program in January 2014. The 
Kenner City Park drop-off location will be closing 
and two new locations will open starting January 3, 
2014.

When drop-off recycling locations were opened 
in Kenner at the beginning of 2013, city officials had 
no idea it would be so successful. A few months after 
starting the program, which brought recycling back 
to Kenner since being eliminated after Hurricane 
Katrina, a second container was added at the City 
Park site as the program became very successful.

“The program is expanding and we are trying 
hard to meet the demand but we still have to be 
conscious of our budget,” said Kenner Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer Natalie Newton.

The administration, in agreement with Kenner 
City Council members, decided to purchase a larger 
roll-off container. “It was decided the location at City 
Park would not be a good fit for the new receptacle. 
After careful evaluation government officials agreed 
that City Park is not the best location for recycling. 
The decision was made to place the new larger drop 

At its December 19, 2013 meeting, the Kenner City Council granted 
permission for the Yenni administration to retain the services of a Metai-
rie-based engineering firm that will oversee the city’s Kenner 2030 Plan. 
The initial plan includes 10 major projects. With the potential of further 
federal and state allocations, more projects could be added and the total 
cost could reach up to $37 million.

The firm retained for the work is Linfield, Hunter and Junius which 
recently merged with the landscape architecture firm of Greg Cantrell, 
Inc. The consulting firm will have an opportunity to earn $2.2 million 
over the course of the projects. Linfield, Hunter and Junius finished first 

among 13 firms that sought the consulting contract after responding to 
a public advertisement. Companies submitted statements of qualifica-
tions and were evaluated and scored by a three evaluators, two from the 
city and one from outside, who rated them on past performance on pub-
lic contracts, completion of work in a timely fashion and other pertinent 
factors. The selected firm currently has contracts with the city for sewer, 
drainage and architectural services.

Kenner Director of Public Works Jose Gonzalez said it was es-
sential to hire an outside consultant. “Our public works department 
does not have enough experienced or technical personnel to handle a 
program of this magnitude, which will no doubt require experienced  

City of Kenner hires program manager to oversee major 
public works program
By Allan Katz

Work starts in January on major improvements to West 
Esplanade Avenue between Williams and Power

On Tuesday, January 21, 2014, Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni will make his annual 
state of the city address at the KPBA monthly 
luncheon. Yenni’s speech will cover the Kenner 
2030 plan, meeting the needs of a changing 
community, ensuring public safety and code 
enforcement, bringing commerce, education 
and recreation into the city and the impor-
tance of listening to the thoughts, concerns 
and questions of citizens of all ages. For more 
information or tickets visit www.kpba.biz.

Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s 
state of the city address
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    See center pull-out section

KENNER PARKS & RECREATION
2014 Winter/Spring  
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Grand 14 Esplanade theatre complex now 
open in Kenner

Southern Theatres, LLC opened its newest 
theatre complex, the Grand 14 Esplanade in Ken-
ner on December 13, 2013.

The Grand 14 Esplanade features 14 stadium 
seating auditoriums with all digital Christie projec-
tion and Christie Vive sound systems, wall to wall 
screens and high back rocker chairs. Select audi-

toriums have 3D presentation capabilities. The 
theatre complex also features the Grand Premium 
Experience (GPX) auditorium for one of the best 
and most immersive movie going experiences in 
the area. The GPX auditorium features a huge 
three-story screen that will present crystal clear 
digital images driven by two 4K projectors. The 
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Kenner city officials 
attend the ribbon cutting 
of the long-awaited 
state of the art Grand 14 
Esplanade. The movie 
theater located at The 
Esplanade mall offers 
14 screens and the 
unique three-story GPX 
auditorium that features 
the latest technology 
Next Generation Dolby 
Atmos sound system.
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Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GEnEral Public - SaTurday  Only  H   box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show  H  children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Saturn Ring World
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 23 minutes  
Learn about the two-story Cassini-Huygens spacecraft which continues to explore 
Saturn and its moons during its extended mission. See Saturn up-close and all-around-
you inside our dome theater. Ring World is narrated by Star Trek’s John Billingsley (Dr. 
Phlox on ENTERPRISE) and was produced by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s 
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our 
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back 
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

into the Deep
Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 32 minutes  
Dive into the fascinating worlds of marine biology, underwater geology, and the history 
of deep-sea exploration. Journey to the “Lost City” and the RMS Titanic in the Atlantic, 
to the famed Galapagos “black smokers”, to the Challenger Deep, considered the lowest 
point of the Marina Trench in the Pacific. Observe bioluminescent life forms so strange 
looking; they could be straight out of science fiction.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

laser mania
Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 42 minutes  
You’ll find a frenzy of fun in this fast-paced and wildly entertaining laser light show. Wonder at thousands 
of colorful designs as they dance across a 50-foot dome to the tunes of such popular artists as Shania Twain, 
Will Smith, and Sting.

MegadomeAd_114.indd   1 12/27/13   8:28 PM

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

visit www.kenner.la.us

Fresh fruits, vegetables, eggs, and pastries for sale! 
Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

Farmers Market_1-2Page_0114.indd   1 12/27/13   8:30 PM

CityofKennerFP_0114.indd   1 12/27/13   8:30 PM
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ARE YOU READY FOR A GOOD TIME @TCC?

TCC_27863Ces_Slot Dollars for the Year/Penny Lane_Kenner Star AD_4.729”X10.833”_Run Date 12.23.13

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1.877.770.STOP

5050 WILLIAMS BLVD   |   TreasureChest.com

FOR THE YEAR!

    WIN
®

Saturday, January 25, 2014
30 qualifiers win $200 SLOT DOLLARS guaranteed and a chance at the GRAND PRIZE 

of $200 SLOT DOLLARS a week for the rest of 2014!
Receive one free entry on drawing day. Earn additional entries January 1 - 25 

at 10:45pm. 100 daily points = 1 entry. Must be 21 or older. 
See B Connected Club for details.

MORE BONUSES
MORE OFTEN SM

Take a spin down Penny Lane and you can enjoy

Available on select Penny Lane games during select days and times. 
Must be 21 or older. See B Connected Club for details. 

Sundays & Wednesdays in January
10:00am - 10:00pm

Win up to 100,000 points!
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0612_Orthopedic Center.indd   1 5/25/12   7:44 PM

The #1 Small Business 
Lender* in Louisiana

See what Gulf Coast Bank can do
to help your business today!

*GULF COAST BANK WAS RATED THE SBA’S TOP DOLLAR LENDER  
  IN THE LOUISIANA MARKET. RANKING AS OF 9/30/2013.

GULFBANK.COM

2151 Williams Blvd. 
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CheCk out our
PaCkage Beer
“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

 Ice Cold 

  Keg 
  Beer

18.99
Bud                 Coors Lite                    Bud Lite                  Miller Lite

24 paCk 12 oz.
SuItCaSe

To Go!

5.99

cajunland

20 Pack

16.99

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

Dry iCe
 99¢ lb.

COKE PRODUCTS

4.99
COKE, DIET COKE, DR PEPPER AND 

OTHER 

12 PACK 

COKE 

PRODUCTS 12 pack

Ice_House_0114.indd   1 12/27/13   8:34 PM
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Strange bedfellows in New Orleans politics 
 By Jeff Crouere

Happy new year. 
There are plenty of 
reasons as we begin 
2014 to think that the 

future of Kenner is bright.
I am reminded of former Kenner Mayor Ed Mu-

niz who declined to run for a second term because he 
worried that “aging suburb syndrome” could possibly 
overtake Kenner. He was concerned that the city would 
maybe not be able to compete for new residents and 
could decline for lack of revenues and new investments.

But, three years later, there is no mistaking the 
“can do” attitude among both elected officials and civic 
and business leaders. There is good news on virtually 
every front throughout the city.

Much of the credit goes to Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni, his administration and the Kenner City Council 
along with help from the city’s state legislative delega-
tion. The mayor has brought together an outstanding 
group of civic and business leaders on his economic 
development committee that has worked with con 
 

 

 
 
sultants to come up with the Kenner 2030 plan which 
envisions major improvements throughout the city in 
almost virtually every aspect.

I think the gem in all of this so far is the Kenner 
Discovery Health Sciences Academy that has opened its 
doors and already enrolls close to 400 children. This is 
the kind of school that parents have sought out and will 
have parents considering buying homes in Kenner. It 
should be remembered that the school didn’t just magi-
cally appear in Kenner out of thin air. The city had to 
compete hard to bring the school to Kenner and I think 
that doing so was a great victory for Kenner.

I’m also impressed by the improvement at The 
Esplanade mall of the recently added Grand 14 Theater 
with its multi-screen, state-of-the-art technology and 
high-tech infrastructure. As with every advance, it took 
enormous perseverance to bring the theater from a pos-
sibility to a reality. There is reason to hope that this will 
help The Esplanade to become a drawing card not only 
for Kenner shoppers but for shoppers from throughout 
the metro region.

In much the same way, I think that the Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner has become a major asset to 
the community both in terms of providing outstanding  
 

 
 
health care and serving as a major employer of Ken-
ner residents.

It has been interesting to see Rivertown trans-
formed from almost a ghost town to a pretty busy place 
with outdoor movies, free concerts, the state motor vehi-
cle office, voter registration office and a farmer’s market 
all combining to bring life to Kenner’s historic district. 
The repertory theater is under new management and a 
new comedy club, Castle Theatre, is providing live enter-
tainment on a weekly basis.

I’m one of those who think that Kenner’s pro-
posed commercial development of Laketown’s board-
walk – long on the drawing boards – might make 
Laketown a center of activities on the shores of Lake 
Pontchartrain as New Orleans’ West End once was an 
attraction that drew thousands every weekend. The 
wheels have been set in motion by Mayor Yenni, the 
city council and our state legislative delegation to 
remove impediments for commercial development in 
Laketown. The best is yet to come.

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport has already made millions of dollars of improve-
ments in recent years with a $650 million north terminal 
underway to be ready in time for the city of New Orleans 
2018 Tricentennial celebration.

There is plenty of room for my optimism. Beautifi-
cation of the city is important and the new code advisory 
committee has been hard at work tightening up regula-
tions. Credit the East Jefferson Levee District for con-
stant improvements to flood protection and drainage. 
Bike paths have been improved for residents to enjoy. 
The Kenner Police Department and the firefighters con-
tinue to do excellent work. Millions of dollars of street 
work will be completed over the next several years along 
with beautification projects that will enhance the city, 
most at no cost to the city. The city’s aging, falling apart 
sewer system is being replaced and is being funded by 
millions of dollars in low-interest loans. Kenner’s recre-
ation programs continue to be among the area’s best.

Far from a hapless aging suburb, I think that 
Kenner is renewing itself and will grow to be a busy 
hub in south Louisiana and continue for many years 
to come. And I hope that 2014 will be a great, healthy 
and prosperous year for us all.

2014 is an election year
The new year also brings a spring city-wide elec-

tion for which every elected seat in the city of Kenner 
will be on the ballot for voters. Stay tuned.  

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net. 

As we begin the new year there are plenty of reasons for optimism about 
Kenner’s future
By Allan Katz

Political

The New Orleans 
Mayor’s race has now 
started and instead of 

a cakewalk, the incumbent, Mitch Landrieu, will face 
serious competition.

Civil District Court Judge Michael Bagneris 
was a last minute entry into the race and he has 
the potential to cause Landrieu serious trouble. 
He is a prominent African-American with a 30-
year political track record in New Orleans. After 
serving in the “Dutch” Morial administration and 
losing several high profile political races, Bagne-
ris was elected to the Orleans Parish Civil Dis-
trict Court in 1993 and since that time he has not 
faced an electoral challenge.

To win, Bagneris will need the support of at 
least 60 percent of the African-American vote and 
25 percent of the white vote. This combination is 
possible, considering the fact that Bagneris has a 
name that is popular in the African American com-
munity, while Landrieu has never been particularly 
popular with conservative white voters, who oppose 
his liberal governing philosophy.

Bagneris will need to raise serious funds to beat 
an incumbent who has $2 million in the bank and an 
approval rating of 63 percent. Despite the poll num-
bers, there are plenty of key political insiders who are 
unhappy with Landrieu for a variety of reasons. For ex-
ample, many people do not like his management style, 
which has been described as divisive and not inclusive. 
The fortunate few who are friends with the mayor have 
access to the corridors of power at City Hall, while ev-
eryone else is on the outside looking in.

Of course, the most serious issue for New 
Orleans is high crime rate. While the murder 

rate may be down, it is still much too high and 
qualifies New Orleans to be in contention for the 
horrific title of the nation’s murder capital. The 
crime issue is exacerbated by the problems of the 
New Orleans Police Department, which is facing 
a serious decline in its ranks, as veteran officers 
leave on an almost daily basis.

While the mayor can boast of an influx of new 
business, robust tourism and a population which is 
gradually increasing, there continues to be nagging 
problems such as blight, poor street conditions, broken 
street lights and missing street signs. To boost revenue, 
Mayor Landrieu has employed a variety of funding 
mechanisms from enhanced fees, fines and tickets. 
However, Bagneris may want to exploit a tailor-made 
issue, the red light and speed camera ticket system. 
The cameras are revenue enhancing, but have never 
been approved by the voters.

Politics in New Orleans as elsewhere makes 
strange bedfellows. It may never be truer than in this 
mayor’s race. Bagneris may see an influx of funds from 
sources connected to the Republican Party as national 
GOP groups may see his campaign as an opportunity 
to politically damage the Landrieu family. If Mitch 
Landrieu loses this race, it would be a serious blow to 
his sister, Democrat U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu, who 
faces reelection in November.

To be elected, Bagneris will need the sup-
port of liberal African-American voters, along 
with white conservative voters. It was the same 
coalition that allowed Ray Nagin to defeat Mitch 
Landrieu in the 2006 New Orleans mayoral cam-
paign. Of course there are some differences. Un-
like Nagin, Bagneris has an outstanding reputa-
tion as a man of integrity. If he is elected mayor, 

there is little doubt that he will run a clean City 
Hall, free of the stain of corruption that was the 
hallmark of the Nagin administration.

A Mayor Bagneris would certainly be much more 
competent than Nagin, who was not even able to install 
working crime cameras to help stem the violence in 
New Orleans. The crime camera debacle is one of many 
investigations that led to the federal charges against 
Nagin, who will finally be brought to trial in 2014. 

Landrieu has the advantage of incumbency, 
funding and time. Bagneris has to deal with the holi-
days, the Saints in the playoffs and a variety of other 
distractions. In this ludicrously abbreviated campaign 
schedule the voters go to the polls on February 1. It 
is perfectly suited to favor an incumbent like Mitch 
Landrieu, who has universal name recognition, built 
up over decades in public office.

With all of these factors, Landrieu is the heavy 
favorite to win re-election. He also has history on his 
side as it has been decades since an incumbent mayor 
of New Orleans lost a reelection campaign.

Nevertheless, unique circumstances give Bagne-
ris a chance to make this election very interesting and 
very uncomfortable for Mayor Landrieu.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Have you ever 
had someone come up 
with a suggestion that 
made so much sense, 
and was so obvious, 

that you couldn’t imagine why you hadn’t thought of 
it before?

That’s exactly how I felt when Kenner resident 
Alisha Chowdhury, a senior at Haynes Academy for 
Advanced Studies in Metairie, proposed that I create 
a Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council to get kids between 
the ages of 14 and 19 involved in local government. 
When she presented this idea, I felt like this was the 
final, missing piece of the puzzle to make the Kenner 
2030 Plan complete…incorporating the voice of to-
morrow’s leaders. How better to gain the perspective 
of the young residents we are seeking to attract back 
to Kenner than to ask them directly?

Alisha serves as the vice president of a similar 
group representing the state of Louisiana and wanted 
to bring the idea to the local level. Teens could learn 
how local government works and elected officials 
could get valuable impact from a significant sec-
tion of the city that currently has virtually no voice 
at council meetings. After all, U.S. Census estimates 
tell us that between eight and 10 percent of the city’s 
entire population is between 14 and 19 years old.

We spent about two months notifying all the 
high schools with Kenner kids about the program and 
asking for interested students to apply for a position 
on the council. This would be more than simply a title 
– the group would meet monthly and attend at least  

 
 
 
one council meeting a quarter. No one had any idea if 
we’d get any applications at all.

By the deadline date, we had applications rep-
resenting 13 different schools throughout the met-
ropolitan area and one home-schooler. Our Mayor’s 
Youth Advisory Council is literally a who’s-who of 
high school students – all who live in Kenner and 
want to learn about and give back to their commu-
nity.

At the recent orientation for this group of high-
achievers, I was blown away by these teens. It was 
obvious these kids are genuinely excited to be part 
of this group. During orientation, each student was 
asked, “Why are you here?” and the most common 
response was, “Because I want to make a difference.” 
We will find a little more about what type of impact 
they hope to have after their first meeting in January 
when the group votes on a service project that will 
benefit the entire city.

When I first met with Alisha and was introduced 
to this fabulous idea, I was excited because the kids 
would learn how local government works and also get 
introduced to the idea of public service. I think I may 
have had underestimated the value of this group for 
myself, the City Council and other leaders in the city. 
And to think, it all started with one voice who also 
wanted to make a difference bringing an idea to City 
Hall. It’s exciting to imagine what will happen once 
their voices start working in unison toward a better 
tomorrow.

These kids represent the next generation of 
leaders in Kenner and elsewhere. They want to be 

involved, they have energy we can only dream about 
and they are super-smart. I can’t wait to see what we 
learn and the benefits we see in the upcoming year 
from my inaugural Youth Advisory Council. I thank 
them for their commitment to their hometown and 

look forward to working with them.  

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by 
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Teens taking over City Hall
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

Government

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER 
LAPLACE   ·   BOUTTE  ·  METAIRIE  ·  THIBODAUX  ·  WESTWEGO
Catch the Cash not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel 

this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

YOU COULD WIN A
SHARE OF $67,000! 

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
JANUARY 3 – MARCH 29 • 12PM-2AM 

MULTIPLE WINNERS EACH DAY!

MEMBERS OF THE 2013-2014 
MAYOR’S YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

Deborah Alvarenga, 15
Cabrini High School
Pablo Amador, 17
Jesuit High School

Cameron Armand, 16
Jesuit High School
Peter Belleau, 17
Jesuit High School

Younis Boulares, 16
Haynes Academy

Brianna Duronslet, 17
Ursuline Academy

Ashley Johnson, 16
Mount Carmel Academy

Daniel Jung, 18
Haynes Academy

Victoria Klibert, 16
John Curtis Christian School

Mayank Mardia, 15
Jesuit High School

Kaleigh Rooney, 18
St. Mary’s Dominican High School

Cameron Rosen, 14
Jesuit High School
Austin Roser, 18

Home School Program
Justin Sandoval, 17

Holy Cross High School & NOCCA
Brandon Sprague, 16

Jesuit High School
Anthony Sylvester, 16

Alfred Bonnabel Magnet Academy
Gage Thomas, 17, 

Archbishop Rummel High School
Janae Torrence, 18

Archbishop Chapelle High School
Arjun Verma, 16
Jesuit High School
Anadil Zakaria, 17

St. Mary’s Dominican High School
Alternate: Cameron Dumas, 14

Riverdale High School
Apprentice: Danial Abbas, 14

Riverdale High School

If you’re looking 
for a positive, educa-
tional and fun way to 
spend your evenings, 

then the Kenner Police Department has a unique op-
portunity for you. I invite you to join Class 30 of the Ken-
ner Citizen Police Academy (KCPA) beginning Wednes-
day, February 5, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police 
Complex located at 500 Veterans Boulevard.

The KCPA is one of our most popular and success-
ful programs. Dozens of academy alumni agree that the 
KCPA is a unique and amazing opportunity to learn how 
the police department operates. Enrollment in this ex-
citing course is free.

Trained law enforcement professionals certified 
in their specialized fields teach the academy. Each 
night’s course focuses on informative and important 
topics including patrol division functions, crime preven-
tion, criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 
unit, crime scene procedures, criminal and domestic 
violence laws, court procedures, narcotics investiga-
tions, traffic enforcement, driver training, physical fit-
ness, use of police force and self defense, gang aware-
ness and S.W.A.T.

You will also receive a tour of the Kenner Police 
Complex and have the opportunity to ride along with a 
police officer for your own night on duty.

Upon graduating, you will have the opportunity 
to stay active in the KPD by joining the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA). Gradu-
ates of the Citizen Police Academy are also eligible to 

apply for membership in the Community Police Corps 
program.

Being a part of the Kenner Citizen Police Acad-
emy and the Kenner Citizen Police Academy Alumni 
Association is a productive way to support the KPD and 
your community in taking a proactive stance against 
crime. Not only do you get to learn about the procedures 
and state-of-the-art equipment in each section of the 
department, but you also form lasting friendships with 
fellow citizens and the police officers who are dedicated 
to serving you. The KCPA is an opportunity to dispel 
myths and understand what the police department is 
really about. If you choose to be a member of the Ken-
ner Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association, you 
can participate in many of our special events and lead 
your community in crime prevention. The KPD holds 
two sessions of the KCPA per year, one beginning in 
February and the other in August, with classes meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. once per week for 13 weeks. I look forward 
to seeing you there.

To enroll in the KCPA, you must be at least 21 
years of age, have no criminal record and live or work 
in Kenner. For more information and to fill out an ap-
plication, visit the Kenner Police Department website 
at www.kennerpd.com. If you have any additional ques-
tions, please contact the Community Relations Division 
at 712-2294 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com.  

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police De-
partment website at www.kennerpd.com.

The Kenner Citizen Police 
Academy wants you!
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
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The Pontchar-
train Convention and 
Civic Center and SMG 
staff are off to a great 
start towards making 

2014 a bustling year of activity for the facility and the 
city of Kenner. Anticipated event highlights include 
both repeat and new events such as the 32nd annual 
Johannes Hofinger Conference, Knights of Columbus 
109th annual state convention, a two-year engagement 
of Louisiana High School Athletic Association (LHSAA) 
state wrestling tournament for 2014 and 2015, a three-
year engagement of the Louisiana Kennel Club and 
Metairie Kennel Club AKC Dog Show and the Louisi-
ana Travel Promotion Summit. And of course we look 
forward to our anchor tenant events; clients who have 

been with the facility for 20-plus years.
In concert with the Jefferson Convention and 

Visitor Bureau (JCVB) which now represents the city 
of Kenner, SMG Director of Sales and Marketing Kevin 
Baroni and JCVB Linda Maher recently attended “Ren-
dezvous-South,” a new SMG trade show and hosted-
buyer event for meeting planners. The event included 
world-renowned SMG facilities and various southern 
meeting destinations of “like” cities and experiences in 
the south. As a result of attending this great networking 
event and meeting with qualified planners, our center 
and JCVB have increased opportunities to bring eco-
nomic impact events to Kenner.

The new city of Kenner SMG management agree-
ment now includes an SMG specialized marketing fund 
and will be used to incentivize a targeted market group 

to utilize the center and shall adhere to established 
practices and policies of the fund. The PCC shall engage 
the Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau to assist 
in researching and meeting the goals of the fund work-
ing in concert with standard SMG marketing tools. The 
marketing fund shall be used to attract events that cre-
ate economic impact to the facility, the city of Kenner 
and/or Jefferson Parish, events that increase revenue 
and expand outreach as a multi-use facility and events 
that offer an opportunity to partner, co-promote or self-
promote with national, regional and local promoters, 
such as: concerts, sporting events, family entertain-
ment, state association and corporate meetings and 
conventions.

Facility concessionaire and caterer Ovations/Mes-
sina’s continues to implement their “Everything Fresh” 

motto as they pursue new banquet and bridal specialty 
events. Nationally, Ovations recently won an industry 
award for “Best New Concept in Food and Drink.” Ex-
pect to see some changes in Ovations/Messina’s presen-
tation soon.

As we enter 2014, the Pontchartrain Convention 
and Civic Center staff and SMG are committed to po-
sitioning Kenner as a leading destination for a broad 
spectrum of events at a fraction of the cost.   

Kathleen Turner is general manager of the Pon-
tchartrain Convention and Civic Center located at 
4545 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The Pontchar-
train Center is operated by SMG. The center’s phone 
number is 465-9985. Visit the Pontchartrain Center’s 
website at www.pontchartraincenter.com.

Pontchartrain Center off to great start for 2014
By Kathleen Turner – Pontchartrain Convention and Civic Center General Manager

Government

Recently, while I 
was attending a Code 
Advisory Committee 
meeting, the commit-
tee was discussing the 

best way to let Kenner residents know about violations 
that are occurring on a daily basis. These are violations 
that put other residents at risk and occur frequently. 
During the past two months, over 270 violation sum-
mons were issued. After much discussion, one idea was 
to publish these common violations in the Kenner Star 
to increase public awareness. Below are the top five 
most common violations that perhaps we all overlook 
or don’t even realize are violations.

Blocking a sidewalk
It is a violation when a vehicle is parked or 

stationed across any sidewalk or passageway within 
the city; this is especially dangerous because it forces 
pedestrians, including children and the elderly, into 
the street.

Prohibited use of a leaf blower
It is a violation to use any portable machine 

to blow leaves, dirt, grass clippings and other debris 
into the public streets, drainage systems (this harms 
our drainage system by causing clogs/back-ups and 
potential street flooding) or onto property that be-
longs to another party. These items should be swept 
up, containerized, preferably in plastic bags, and 

placed curbside for garbage pick-up; the container/
bag should not exceed 75 pounds. Large tree limbs 
and wood waste must be neatly stacked or bound 
with diameter less than two feet and cut to lengths 
no greater than four feet. Tree trunks must be cut to 
pieces not exceed 75 pounds each. Any yard service 
or tree removal performed by a contractor must be 
removed by the contractor or cut/containerized to the 
specifications above.

Garbage can responsibility
It is a violation to put your garbage can curb-

side for pick up prior to 3:00 p.m. the day before city 
pickup or to leave it out past 10:00 p.m. the day of pick 
up.

Storage of abandoned vehicles
It is unlawful to have on your premises any 

junked or nuisance vehicle (defined by code as not 
operable) for 15 or more consecutive days.

“Leash law” and excrement
It is a violation to allow your dog or cat to go at 

large unless they are on a leash; the leash can be no 
longer than six foot long. You must also clean up af-
ter your cat or dog and properly dispose of the waste. 
While technically legal, the placement of pet food out-
side is highly discouraged as it attracts rodents and 
vermin such as rats, opossums, etc. If rodents are 
drawn to your property because you are placing pet 
food outside, you may be in violation of the city’s code 

ordinances and your home may be declared a public 
nuisance.

These are a few of the complaints that my office 
receives on a regular basis. I strongly believe that if resi-
dents knew these acts violated our Code of Ordinances, 
they would not take part in such activities, which is why 
we felt it was important to get the word out.

If you have any questions regarding violations, 
proper permitting procedures or any other items rela-

tive to Code Enforcement, please do not hesitate to 
contact the department at 468-6606.  

Keith Conley is the interim director of Kenner’s 
Inspections and Code Enforcement Department can 
be reached at 468-6606 or iced@kenner.la.us. The of-
fice is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard on the first 
floor of Building B in Kenner.

Inspections and Code Enforcement – What you don’t know might hurt you…and others
By Keith Conley – Kenner City Attorney and Interim Director of Inspections and Code Enforcement
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See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com
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InternISt & nephrologISt

Now accepting new  
and old patients

3321 Florida Avenue • Kenner
504-469-4646
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Top five ways to improve your credit score
By Marie M. Clesi

If you’ve been turned down for 
credit, made poor financial decisions in 
the past or plan to apply for a mortgage, 
an auto loan or a credit card, you might 
consider taking action to help improve 

your credit score. Your credit score is a reflection of your reported 
credit history at one moment in time. It changes as new information 
is added to your credit report, or when you handle credit in a more 
responsible – or less responsible – manner. The following five steps 
can help you raise your credit score.

Step 1: Pay your bills on time
Your payment history accounts for approximately 35 percent of 

your credit score – more than any other factor. If you have a history of 
paying bills late, you need to start paying them on time. You can sched-
ule automatic payments to help ensure you’re never late again. If you’ve 
missed payments, get current and stay current. Each on-time payment 
updates positive information to your credit report. The longer your his-
tory of paying bills on time, the higher that portion of your credit score 
will be.

Step 2: Review your credit report errors happen!
Review your credit report closely for accounts that aren’t yours, 

accounts with the wrong account date or credit limit, listed names 
and Social Security numbers that aren’t yours, addresses you’ve never 
lived at or negative information, like late payments, older than seven 
years. (Late payments can only legally stay on your credit report for 
seven years.) Under the Fair Credit Reporting Act, the three national 
credit bureaus – Equifax, Experian and TransUnion – and your credi-
tors are responsible for correcting errors on your credit report. The 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) website has detailed steps for cor-
recting errors, as well as a sample dispute letter. If you find accounts 
that aren’t yours and suspect you’ve been the victim of identity theft, 
you’ll need to place a fraud alert on your credit report, close those ac-
counts and file a police report and a complaint with the FTC.

Step 3: Pay down your credit card balances
The amount of debt you have is heavily scrutinized for your credit 

score. Your total reported debt owed is taken into account, as well 
as the number of accounts with outstanding balances and how much 
available credit has been used. The total reported debt is compared to 
the total credit available to determine your debt-to-credit ratio. Your 
credit score can suffer if those numbers are too close together. Your 
best plan for lowering your debt is to make a plan to pay it off. While 
it may seem like a wise move, don’t consolidate debt onto one lower 
interest card. Credit inquiries and opening new credit can lower your 

credit score, at least in the short term. Closing old cards with high 
credit limits can also throw off your debt-to-credit ratio. If a new credit 
offer is too good to pass up keep your total amount of credit available 
high by not closing any old credit cards.

Step 4: Use credit
You must use credit regularly for creditors to update your credit 

report with current, accurate information. While paying with cash or a 
debit card may make it easier to keep to a budget, a cash-only lifestyle 
does very little to improve your credit score. The easiest way to use 
credit is with a credit card, especially if you’re trying to improve your 
score to qualify for an installment loan. If you have an old credit card, 
start using it responsibly again. A long credit history is a positive de-
termining factor for your credit score, so making an inactive account 
active again may be advantageous. Although you need to make a point 
to use credit regularly, only charge as much as you can pay off. Keep 
your credit balances low so as not to damage your debt-to-credit ratio.

Step 5: Monitor your credit report
Keeping a watchful eye on your credit report will let you see if 

your hard work is paying off. Credit monitoring allows you to keep tabs 
on account activity. You’ll also be immediately tipped off about any 
fraudulent activity. The credit bureaus and FICO offer credit moni-
toring services, which typically cost about $15 a month to monitor all 
three of your credit reports and scores.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, 
Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a 
Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, 
home, renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial ser-
vices. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in 
Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@
statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Time to make sure your car’s heating system 
is working
By Scott Zimmerman

Automotive

In this area we usually worry about 
our air conditioning system working ef-
ficiently and don’t often think about our 
car’s heating system until cold weather 

suddenly appears. Having your heating system running at optimum 
performance is beneficial all year round and can save you from an un-
expected repair.

Most people are not aware of how important it is to have a prop-
erly working heating system as it not only facets the temperature inside 
your car but could be the cause of your engine dying. A vehicle’s heating 
system functions by using excess heat from the internal combustion. Be-
cause the internal combustion produces so much heat, if not used by your 
heater, it would kill the engine.

In addition, the heating system also works as a cooling system. 
Hoses transfer coolant from the engine to the heater core and they then 
work in a cycle to keep your car from over-heating.

Regular heating system maintenance will keep your car running 
longer and prevent over-heating. Over-heating is the number one reason 
most cars break down. Having regular maintenance performed on your 
vehicle is the best way to prevent breakdowns and unexpected repairs. 

When you take your vehicle in for maintenance checks there are several 
things the mechanic will look for when it comes to the heating system.

An overheating problem is most likely to occur when your coolant 
is running low as low coolant causes the temperatures in the heating sys-
tem to remain high which can hurt the engine.

Hoses should be regularly checked for holes. A hose leaking fluid 
will definitely affect your heating system.

Gunk and debris can block air from traveling to your heater core. 
When air is not allowed through the heater core it then creates excess 
heat.

If a heating system in a vehicle is not properly cared for, not only 
can a major engine shut down occur but other problems can be created. 
One such problem is an ill-functioning air conditioning unit. Prevent this 
from happening by performing preventative maintenance on your car by 
taking it to a certified and properly trained mechanical technician. Pre-
ventative maintenance means you will be able to get the most life out of 
your vehicle and save money by avoiding unexpected repair work.    

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, 
Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive 
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is 
www.scottystireauto.com.

Kenner Star Past Editions
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Health

231 West Esplanade Avenue

Kenner • 468-9859

Dr. James A. Crouch  
is pleased  to welcome

Dr. Nicole Russo
to his practice of 

Family  Dentistry
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Shoulder is most common joint 
dislocation
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Joint disloca-
tions as a result of 
trauma are fairly com-

mon injuries. Dislocations can occur in virtually any 
joint in the body; the shoulder represents the most 
common joint dislocation. The shoulder is made up 
of the glenohumeral, acromioclavicular, scapulotho-
racic and sternoclavicular joints. The shoulder joint 
proper is the glenohumeral joint, a ball and socket 
articulation. The glenohumeral joint has the greatest 
range of motion of any joint in the body and, along 
with the scapulothoracic joint, allows us to position 
and use our upper extremities in space. The glenohu-
meral joint is composed of the glenoid (socket) and 
the humerus (ball). The glenohumeral joint is stabi-
lized by the capsular ligaments. The shoulder labrum 
is a fibrocartilage ring around the glenoid that func-
tions to deepen the glenoid and provide an attach-
ment site for the capsular ligaments.

The shoulder can dislocate anteriorly (out 
the front), posteriorly (back) or inferiorly (bottom). 
The shoulder most commonly dislocates anteriorly. 
A shoulder dislocation can be a result of trauma or 
atraumatic. A dislocation may spontaneously re-
duce or require reduction by a physician. Shoulder 
dislocations result in either a tear or stretching of 
the labrum-ligament complex or a combination of 
the two. A careful history, physical examination and 
radiographs are useful in making the diagnosis of a 
shoulder dislocation.

Initial treatment of a shoulder dislocation is 
a closed reduction (putting the shoulder back into 
place) which often requires sedation. Further treat-
ment for shoulder dislocations depends on several 
factors including cause of the dislocation, age of the 
patient, activity level of the patient and any associ-
ated injuries. Dislocations may be associated with 
fractures of the tuberosities or glenoid. In older pa-
tients, dislocations may result in tears of the rotator 
cuff. In patients with atraumatic shoulder instability, 
a physical therapy program for muscular strengthen-
ing may be helpful. Older patients with a shoulder 
dislocation usually do not experience recurrent dis-
locations but may require surgery to repair a rotator 
cuff tear or tuberosity fracture. Young patients usu-
ally experience recurrent dislocations and often re-
quire early surgery to repair the injured labrum and 
capsule. Surgery for labrum and capsule repair can 
be performed arthroscopically on an outpatient ba-
sis. In order to properly diagnose and treat shoulder 
dislocations, an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon 
is recommended.   

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthope-
dic surgeon with over 13 years experience. The Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center 
dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused 
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located 
in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call 
467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com. 

Government
City’s donated History Wall unveiled

On December 16, 2013, Kenner Mayor Mi-
chael S. Yenni, along with members of the City 
Council, the Jefferson Parish Historical Commis-
sion and the Jefferson Historical Society of Louisi-
ana, unveiled the city’s History Wall, a detailed list-
ing of Kenner’s elected officials and other histori-
cal information about the city, in time to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the city’s incorporation.

The plaque, installed by Metal Graphics, Inc., of 
Kenner on the north wall of the Council Chambers, 
lists every mayor in 
the city, beginning 
with Antoine Wat-
tigny in 1913 and 
including Yenni, as 
well as police chiefs. 
Also included are 
council members 
and aldermen, who 
were elected before 
Kenner changed to 
a council form of 
government in 1974.

“I think the his-
tory of a city, parish 
or country is very 
important and, unfortunately, it’s something that 
many people simply do not know,” Yenni said. “The 
only way to learn from the past is to know your his-
tory.”

Yenni said he’s been interested in the idea of 
a History Wall for some time, but money has simply 
been too tight. But with the help of the Jefferson 

Parish Historical Commission and the non-profit 
Kenner City Events, the History Wall comes at no 
cost to city taxpayers.

Mary Grace Curry, chair of the Historical Com-
mission, said the group normally uses its funding 
to publish books, erect highway markers and for 
projects such as the wall effort. The Kenner wall is 
similar to one that documents the names and terms 
of parish officials in the General Government Build-
ing in Gretna on the second floor near the council 

chambers. Yenni’s 
idea, Curry said, 
was a “perfect fit,” 
for her group to un-
dertake and they 
commissioned the 
manufacture of the 
wall.

Most of the 
information on the 
wall comes from re-
search by local his-
torian Frank Borne, 
Jr. who authored 
Jefferson Parish 
Politicians of the 

Past and Present: 1825-2005, a reference book with 
lists of all the parish’s elected officials and more than 
100 years of election results. Borne said Kenner was 
established as a community in 1855 and was initially 
incorporated for several decades in the late 1800s be-
fore that charter was repealed in 1908.   

Photo by Barry Sprague
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Discover our interactive science lab using 
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unique butterfly and edible gardens.
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www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.

Hair Styles Unlimited Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Avenue • Kenner, LA • 504-464-5949

We would like to thank our loyal clients for another wonderful year.
Our continuing education allows us to offer our clients superior hair,  
skin & nail care at extremely affordable prices.

Therapeutic Body Massage & Whole Body Waxing are also reasonably priced. 
Our non-surgical hair replacement is affordable, and totally undetectable.

Our full wigs are the most natural sold anywhere.

Call today and see why  
Hair Styles Unlimited  
is Kenner’s #1 Thinning Hair Specialist.

20% OFF 

Any Single Service or  
Product with this coupon.

Coupon Expires Feb 20, 2014
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When you still have more to give
By Steven A. Watts

Christmas is a 
season of giving. As 
this column is being 
written, many people 

are thinking of those that they love and are making 
plans to demonstrate their affection by way of a gift. 
By the time this column gets to you, the new year 
is already upon us. You may be thinking of ways to 
make this new year the time when you really make 
a difference in someone’s life. Giving can manifest 
itself in several ways. The law refers to the making 
of a charitable gift as a gratuitous donation.

Under Louisiana law, the form employed in 
making a gift or donation is dependent upon the 
thing that is being given. The donation of a move-
able is typically completed upon the delivery of the 
thing to the recipient with the intent of giving. For 
example, a gift of jewelry or cash is typically accom-
plished by manual delivery of the item to the donee. 
This may be accompanied by the verbal or written 
declaration that the item is intended to be a gift. 
Moveable items that require more formal documen-
tation of a donation include automobiles and stock. 
Typically, title to these items is transferred by execu 

 
 
tion of a bill of sale or certificates.

If you wish to make a gift of immoveable prop-
erty however, there are strict rules that must be 
followed in order for a valid donation to be accom-
plished. First, a donation of real property must be 
in writing to be effective. This rule applies both to 
donations inter vivos (during life) and mortis cau-
sa (upon death). A verbal donation of real estate 
is null and void under the laws of this state. More 
specifically the donation of immoveable property 
must be made in the form of an authentic act, ie. 
it must be executed before a notary and two wit-
nesses, who sign the act before one another. The 
act of donation must be recorded with the clerk of 
court of the parish in which the property is located 
in order to be effective against third parties. In ad-
dition, the act of donation must specifically declare 
that the thing donated has been accepted by the 
donee. The Louisiana Supreme Court has held that 
a donation of property must be accepted by the do-
nee in order for a valid donation to be confected 
between the parties.

Finally, the donation of real estate may 
change the legal status of the property. For ex-
ample, a husband and wife may donate immove-
able property to their married adult child. The 
property may have been the community property 
of the donors, however, it will become the separate 
property of their adult child. This fact can become 
significant in the donee’s estate planning or in any 

subsequent divorce proceedings. If the married 
adult child dies without a will, the donated prop-
erty would pass first to his children as his separate 
property. Likewise, in the event of divorce, the 
donated property would not become part of the 
community between the spouses and thus would 
not be part of any community property settlement. 
The community, however, may have a claim for re-
imbursement for any community funds that were 
used to improve or maintain the separate property.

Clearly, the selfless act of giving is a fine and 
noble event. Nevertheless, when valuable property 
rights are concerned, one should always contact an 
attorney to make sure that all legal requirements 
have been met. You worked hard to acquire and 
maintain your property. When it is time to pass it 
on, either during your life or upon your death, you 
will want to make sure that your wishes are fol-
lowed and the desired result is achieved. Compe-
tent legal counsel can provide you with this peace 
of mind.   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing at-
torney for over 35 years. His office is located at 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. 
Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, busi-
ness transactions and corporate, franchise and 
real estate law are his primary areas of practice. 
Watts is also the owner and manager of Amerititle, 
Inc. and can be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@
amerititlela.com.

Community
Civic League of Kenner created by local civic 
organization leaders

Local civic leaders from eight different civic 
organizations recently came together to create 
the newly formed Civic League of Kenner. Newly-
elected president Marie Clesi, from the Chateau 
Estates Civic Organization said, “The Civic League 
of Kenner was formed to fulfill several primary pur-
poses. The league will work to promote issues that 
its membership feels are important to the com-
munity. The league will speak with one voice in de-
veloping common solutions for issues of concern 
and work with the Kenner City Council, mayor’s 
office and other city departments. The league will 
work to preserve and promote the continuous im-
provement of the quality of life, safety and beauty 
of neighborhoods throughout Kenner. Finally, the 
league will act as a forum and knowledge-sharing 
entity to further develop and build relationships 
among civic associations, homeowner’s associa-
tions and other organizations throughout the city 
of Kenner.”

Local civic leaders began meeting in July 
2013 to create the by-laws and draw community 
support for the creation of the organization. In 
November 2013, officers were officially elected for 
the 2014-15 year. Along with Clesi, Kristi K. McK-
inney from Beachview Heights Civic Organization 
was elected president-elect and John DeHaven 
from Driftwood Park Civic Association was se-
lected as treasurer. Rita Bezou from the Chateau 
Estates Civic Organization will serve as secretary.

“The organization is working to include all of 

the civic and homeowner’s organizations in Ken-
ner to be part of the Civic League membership in 
2014,” said Clesi. “I am excited to lead this orga-
nization in the inaugural year and build upon the 
ideas of the originating committee. We are hoping 
to have at least a core group of civic and home-
owner’s organizations join this year and continue 
to expand. We feel that we can have a real impact 
on the quality of life in Kenner.”

The Civic League of Kenner will meet bi-
monthly on the third Monday of the month begin-
ning on January 20, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. The meet-
ing location is still being determined. For more 
information contact Clesi at marie.clesi.b270@
statefarm.com or call 450-1128.    

New Civic League of Kenner elects officers 
Marie Clesi, Kristi K. McKinney,  
Rita Bezou and John DeHaven.
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Tennis – Ages 7-14
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or 
improve balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. 
Come out and see why they say tennis is a “sport for a 
lifetime.” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends with a 
fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, USTA and PTR 
certified.

Thursdays
March 13 - May 1
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner  Alabama Tennis Courts
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv.  Class fee: $40

Karate – Ages 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self 
esteem, confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand 
coordination, balance, flexibility, self defense and respect 
for others. Instructors: Candace Frisard, Daniel Truxillo & 
Matthew Hinkamp.

Tuesday & Thursday  
January 14 - April 24 Barbre Gym
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Class fee: $60

Tumbling – Ages 6 -14
This is a tumbling only program that will help enhance your 
tumbling skills. Beginner classes will begin with forward 
rolls and advance to backbend kick-overs. The advanced 
beginner class must already have their backbend from 
standing up and will begin with back handsprings and 
advance to back tucks.

Wednesday
January 22 - April 16  
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Beg. & Adv.) Barbre Gym
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Inter)  Class fee: $45

Mardi Gras Recovery – Ages 4-11  
Everyone needs a day to recover! Join us for a day of fun, 
activities will range from arts & crafts to indoor/outdoor 
games. Lots of fun for the kids! Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m. Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (free), After care: 
3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (free).

Wednesday
March 5
Butch Duhe Gym 
Camp fee: $20  

Ceramics Workshops – Ages 7 & Up
This is a one-day ceramic workshop. All workshops 
will be help on Saturdays at Fassbender Center from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Staining, sealing and finishing 
your pieces will be taught. All supplies included for 
one parent or grandparent and one child. Instructor: 
Lisa Herbert

Fee: $30 per family (additional child $15)

Mardi Gras Ceramics - February 1
Easter Ceramics - April 5

Easter Cripsies – Ages 6 7 Up  
We will be using rice crispy cereal to create eggs, baskets 
bunnies and more. Perfect for the Easter holiday. All sup-
plies included for one parent and one child.

Saturday   (one parent & one child)
April 12   Recreation Meeting Room
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $25

2014 LEisURE sERviCE WinTER spRinG pRoGRAMs
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pintsize drawing & painting – Ages 6-10
Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled 
world of drawing and painting. They will use different 
mediums to complete at least 3 paintings. The course 
will end with an art show. Supplies included in class 
fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Thursday
February 6 - March 27 Fassbender Center
5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. Class fee: $45

Teen Fleur de Lis Workshop – Ages 11-15  
Join us for a one night only workshop! All supplies 
included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Thursday
January 23   Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Class fee: $15

Art A la Carte – Ages 6-10
This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity 
and imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more 
will be used to create engaging hands-on projects. The 
opportunities are endless. All supplies included. 

Tuesday 
February 18 - April 8 Fassbender Center
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Class fee: $40

splatastic – Ages 3-5
Designed specifically for pre-schoolers, this program 
will include creative projects that help expand their 
imagination and creativity. Painting, coloring, sculpting, 
slathering and more are used to create original projects. 
Instructor Lisa Herbert.

Wednesday
February 19 - April 9 Fassbender Center
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40

hip hop – Ages 8 & Up
Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for 
a fun and energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is 
an excellent way for kids to stay in shape and improve 
confidence. Wear loose clothes and tennis shoes. 
Students will perform in our annual dance revue and 
are responsible for a $25 revue fee and costume fees. 
Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.

Thursday
January 9 - June 6  Fassbender Center
7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Class fee: $40

Registration for ALL LEisURE sERviCE programs Must 
be completed online at recreationpayments.kenner.la.us

you do not have to pay online but you still must register and add the classes you wish to register for to your cart,  
and then print out your cart and mail or bring it to the Recreation Office on 1905 24th Street.

Online Registration will begin thursday, January 2, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. 
In House registration will be available weekdays from 8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.

For more information call the Leisure service Office or visit our website at  www.kenner.la.us
          Follow Kenner Parks and Recreation on Facebook for continuous updates 

www.facebook.com/kennerrecreation

Kenner Klay WoRKshop – Ages 6 & up  
Come check out our ceramics program! There will be one 
large and small bisque class project and a greenware 
project. You will experience all aspects of ceramics in this 
session. All supplies included. 

Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
February 5 - February 26 Fassbender Center
April 2 - April 23  Session fee: $35

pintsize paint party – Ages – 6 & up
Join us for a day of painting, you will leave with a completed 
painting. All supplies and snacks included. Instructor: 
Brenda Gruber.

Saturday
January 18   Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $15

spring Break Camp – Ages 4-11
School is out, We are in! The kids will enjoy a variety  
of activities including arts and crafts, games and a field 
trip. Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 
9:00 a.m. (free), After care: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (free).

Thursday, Monday, Tuesday
April 17, 21, 22
Butch Duhe Gym  Camp fee: $20 per day

Leisure services – 468-7268, Ceramics – 468-7593, dance studio – 471-2158

Ceramics Workshops – Ages 7 & Up
This is a one-day ceramic workshop. All workshops 
will be help on Saturdays at Fassbender Center from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Staining, sealing and finishing 
your pieces will be taught. All supplies included for 
one parent or grandparent and one child. Instructor: 
Lisa Herbert

Fee: $30 per family (additional child $15)

Mardi Gras Ceramics - February 1
Easter Ceramics - April 5

Easter Cripsies – Ages 6 7 Up  
We will be using rice crispy cereal to create eggs, baskets 
bunnies and more. Perfect for the Easter holiday. All sup-
plies included for one parent and one child.

Saturday   (one parent & one child)
April 12   Recreation Meeting Room
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $25
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Ceramics Workshops – Ages 7 & Up
This is a one-day ceramic workshop. All workshops 
will be help on Saturdays at Fassbender Center from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Staining, sealing and finishing 
your pieces will be taught. All supplies included for 
one parent or grandparent and one child. Instructor: 
Lisa Herbert

Fee: $30 per family (additional child $15)

Mardi Gras Ceramics - February 1
Easter Ceramics - April 5

Easter Cripsies – Ages 6 7 Up  
We will be using rice crispy cereal to create eggs, baskets 
bunnies and more. Perfect for the Easter holiday. All sup-
plies included for one parent and one child.

Saturday   (one parent & one child)
April 12   Recreation Meeting Room
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $25

Ceramics Workshops – Ages 7 & Up
This is a one-day ceramic workshop. All workshops 
will be help on Saturdays at Fassbender Center from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Staining, sealing and finishing 
your pieces will be taught. All supplies included for 
one parent or grandparent and one child. Instructor: 
Lisa Herbert

Fee: $30 per family (additional child $15)

Mardi Gras Ceramics - February 1
Easter Ceramics - April 5

Easter Cripsies – Ages 6 7 Up  
We will be using rice crispy cereal to create eggs, baskets 
bunnies and more. Perfect for the Easter holiday. All sup-
plies included for one parent and one child.

Saturday   (one parent & one child)
April 12   Recreation Meeting Room
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $25
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Ballroom Blitz – Couple dancing
Work off the calories while learning how to Salsa, 
Merengue, Cha Cha, Swing, Western Two-Step, Zydeco, 
Jamaica and more. Dancing as a couple is back in style. 
Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Tuesday    
Jan. 21 - Feb 25  Adult Gym 
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Class fee: $45 per couple 

Kenner Klay studios
We are now offering ceramics in all levels from bisque to 
greenware. Choose which class is right for you or sign up 
for several. All prices are on a monthly basis. Open studio 
time will be available on the 1st Saturday of the month 
from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. for $5 per person.

Beginner/Intermediate Advanced
Monday   Tuesday
   9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
fee: $20/month  fee: $35/month

Ceramic Fleur de Lis
Come out for a fun night of painting ceramics. You pick 
your paints and enjoy a finished piece by the end of the 
night! All supplies are included and snacks will be provided!

Friday
March 21  Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $20

Art with Acrylics
Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You 
will be taught the basics and develop your unique creative 
touch. Supply list is given on the first day of class. Instructor: 
Jane Read.

Monday
Jan. 6 - February 24 Fassbender Center
March 10 - April 28  Session fee: $40
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
     
paint for Fun
An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze 
each student with a finished painting. Students will receive 
an art supply list on the first day of class. Instructor: Brenda 
Gruber.

Tuesday   Wednesday
Jan. 7 - February 25 Jan. 8 - February 26
March 11 - April 29 March 12 - April 30
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center Fassbender Center 
Session fee: $40  Session fee: $40

Watercolor
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge 
of drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given on the 
first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Thursday
Jan. 9 - February 27  
March 13 - May 1  Fassbender Center
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40 per session 

Tennis Lessons
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or 
improve balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. 
Come out and see why they say tennis is a “sport for a 
lifetime.” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends with a fun 
tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, USTA and PTR certified.
Class held:

Tuesday
March 11 - April 29
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Beg.  Alabama Courts
8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Adv Beg. Class fee: $40

Tennis Leagues
Men’s League – Monday night – Levels  A to B+
Women’s League – Thursday night
League fee: $40

League play will begin the week of March 10. Leagues are 
not for beginners. Registration remains open until leagues 
are filled.

dog obedience i
This is a beginner obedience class for dogs or puppies at 
least 6 months old. Your dog will learn basic commands and 
how to behave while on a leash. Dogs must be up to date 
on rabies, DHP, and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination 
records to the first class.. instructor is an 
AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.

Saturday   
January 18 - February 22 Butch Duhe
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Class fee: $35

dog obedience ii 
This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have 
a basic start on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your 
dog will learn the skills required to pass the 10 parts of the 
Canine Good Citizen evaluation. Dogs must be up-to-date 
on rabies, DHP and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination 
records to first class. Training with dogs starts first class. 
Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen 
evaluator.

Saturday   
January 18 - February 22 Butch Duhe
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Class fee: $35

Computer for Beginners  
Feeling uneasy by all of the talk you hear about computers?  
If so, this class is for you! Computer Classes starts at the 
beginning, and covers the basics, including: parts of a 
computer, how to open and close programs, How to use 
a mouse. This class will also cover internet and email for 
beginners as well. Instructor: Inez Shaw.

Wednesday  Thursday
January 22 - February 26 January 23 - February 27
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Recreation Meeting Room Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee: $45  Class fee $45

digital photo Editing and photo sharing   
This class is designed for people who are interested in 
learning more about editing digital photos on a computer 
using Picasa. Topics include: editing overview, cropping, 
brightening and red eye removal. It will also cover the key 
concepts of uploading and downloading photos, skills you 
use when posting photos on the web, ordering photos 
online and saving photos that have been emailed to you.  
Resizing photos, online privacy and copyright concerns will 
also be discussed. Students must already know how to use 
a mouse or touchpad to move around in a program. 

Wednesday
March 12 - April 16 Recreation Meeting Room
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Class fee: $45

Adult
2013 Leisure Service Winter Spring Programs

A.M. BODY SCULPT   
Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back 
in shape? Join this great fitness program to build and sculpt 
muscles, strengthen your core, improve your strength and 
flexibility while burning fat and calories. Please bring 3-5 lb. hand 
weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified.
 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday (No class April 8 - April 15)
January 7 - March 1 Fassbender Center
March 4 - May 3 Class fee: $40
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. per session

BODY WORKOUT IN THE P.M.
This is a combination three day program. The class will focus on 
burning fat, increasing metabolism, ab work, strengthening with 
hand weights, cardio alternate with aerobics and kickboxing. At 
the end of each class will be stretching and relaxation techniques. 
Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified. Friday classes will be 
held at Fassbender.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday (No class April 8 - April 15)
January 7 – February 27 Exhibition Hall
March 5 - April 27 Class fee: $40
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. per session
 
ZUMBA IN THE P.M. 
This is a Latin inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates 
Latin and international music and dance movements such as 
meringue, salsa, cumbia, reggaetone, samba, cha-cha, flamenco, 
belly dance and more. This will create a dynamic, exciting and 
effective fitness system. 

Tuesday & Thursday  Wednesday & Friday
January 15 - March 7 January 9 - March 1
March 12 - May 2  March 6 - April 26
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Exhibition Hall  Wentwood Adult Gym
Class fee: $35  Class fee: $35

YOGA I 
This class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals 
of posture and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing 
students or anyone who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or other 
limitations, would benefit from yoga. Please bring a mat and a 
towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.

Tuesday & Thursday
January 8 - February 28
March 5 - April 25  Exhibition Hall
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Session fee: $35

LINE DANCE FITNESS
Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Latin, Disco, 
Oldies, Top 40, Rhythm & Blues, Country and more will also be 
used to teach all the dances. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Monday    
January 28 - March 4 Rivertown Exhibition Hall
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.   Class fee: $35   
  
BALLROOM BOOTCAMP – COUPLE DANCING
Work off the calories while learning how to Salsa, Merengue, 
Cha Cha, Swing, Western Two-Step, Zydeco, Jamaica and more. 
Dancing as a couple is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
Jan. 31 - March 7 Rivertown Exhibition Hall 
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Class fee: $50 

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS
We are now offering ceramics in all levels from bisque to 
greenware. Choose which class is right for you or sign up for 
several. All prices are on a monthly basis. Open studio time will 
be available on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10:00 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m. for $5 per person.

 Beginner Intermediate Advanced
 Monday Monday Tuesday
           9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
 fee: $15/month fee: $25/month  fee: $35/month

CERAMIC PAINT PARTY
Come out for a fun night of painting ceramics. You 
pick your piece and paints and enjoy a finished piece 
by the end of the night! All supplies are included and 
snacks will be provided!

Friday
April 19   Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Party fee: $25

ART WITH ACRYLICS
Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will 
be taught the basics and develop your unique creative touch. 
Supply list is given on the first day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.

Monday
Jan. 7 - February 25  Fassbender Center
March 4 - April 22   Session fee: $40
Day/10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
     
PAINT FOR FUN
An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each 
student with a finished painting. Students will receive an art 
supply list on the first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Tuesday   Wednesday
Jan. 8 - February 26  Jan. 9 - February 27
March 5 - April 23  March 6 - April 24
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.       10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center  Fassbender Center 
Session fee: $40  Session fee: $40

WATERCOLOR
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of 
drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration. 
Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
Jan. 10 - February 28 Fassbender Center
March 7 - April 25  Class fee: $40 per session
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.   

FLEUR DE LIS WORD ART
This mini-series will guide you to creating a unique 
family piece of art. You will start with the shape of a 
fleur de lis and learn how to fill the inside with decorative 
words unique to you and your family to make abstract art. A 
combination of paints, pens and markers will be used to finish 
your piece. All supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
April 11 – April 25  Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Class fee: $30
 

TENNIS LESSONS
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve 
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see 
why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consist of 8 
lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, 
USTA and PTR certified.

Class held:
Wednesday   Tuesday
March 6 - April 24   March 5 - April 23
9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Beg.   7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beg.
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Adv Beg.  8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv Beg.
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beg.   Alabama Courts
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv. Beg.  Class fee: $40
Cannes Brulee Courts   
Class fee: $40  

TENNIS LEAGUES
Men’s League – Monday night – Levels  A to B+
Women’s League – Thursday night

League play will begin the week of March 4. Leagues are not for 
beginners. Registration remains open until leagues are filled.

Kenner resident league fee: $40

DOG OBEDIENCE I
This is a beginner obedience class for dogs 
or puppies at least 6 months old. Your dog will 
learn basic commands and how to behave while on 
a leash. Dogs must me up to date on rabies, DHP, and 
parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination records to the first class.. 
instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.

Saturday   
January 19 - February 23 Butch Duhe
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Class fee: $35

DOG OBEDIENCE II 
This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a basic 
start on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will learn the 
skills required to pass the 10 parts of the Canine Good Citizen 
evaluation. Dogs must be up-to-date on rabies, DHP and parvo 
vaccinations. Bring vaccination records to first class. Training with 
dogs starts first class. Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good 
Citizen evaluator.

Saturday   
March 2 - April 13  Butch Duhe
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Class fee: $35

TEA AND TALES 
This is a Book Club that will meet once a month to discuss 
books and sample tea and coffee. The book list will be given at 
registration. Club Leader: Marian Hebert.

Wednesday
Feb. 6, Mar. 6 & Apr. 3 Recreation Meeting Room
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Club fee: $10
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        Fitness Access Pass
Get your all access pass to attend unlimited  
fitness classes for an extra $25 per session!

This includes:  
Body Sculpt, Body Workout, Yoga , and Zumba

FiTnEss pop

Our fitness classes are now all inclusive! 
All of our fitness classes are available to you for one 

low monthly fee. All of our basic classes will be offered  
every month along with some specialty classes. 

Classes included are A. M. Body Sculpt, Body Workout, Zumba, 
Yoga, Yoga Ballet, Line Dancing, Cardio Dance and more. 

After you register we will send you the 
monthly calendar of class days and times.

Monthly fee: $25

AdULT
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2014 CITY OF KENNER 
       HOLIDAY CALENDAR

Check out the Adult Leagues 
KPRD has to offer:

 Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagues in: 
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball

 
Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at 

468-7211 for more information.

CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant or you have 

an expired ID in any sports program, you will be sent to Kenner Parks & Recreation office at 
1905 24th Street for processing of the Centralized Registration Procedures.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

paint party

   
  
Friday Saturday
February 7 February 22   
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $20 Workshop fee: $20

Tulle Wreath
In this workshop you will learn how to make a beautiful Mardi Gras wreath 
using tulle. These are all the rage these days. We will supply everything you 
need to create a gorgeous wreath. You may bring add-ons if you like. Instructor: 
Amanda Mitchell.

Thursday
February 20  Recreation Meeting Room
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $25

Chocolate Gift Box
Perfect for your Valentine! This workshop will help you create a one of a kind box 
of chocolate goodies. From chocolate covered strawberries to dipped pretzels 
and truffles. You can to make and decorate special treats perfect to give to that 
special person in your life. All supplies included. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.

Thursday
February 13  Recreation Meeting Room
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Class fee: $25

Egret on slate  
This class uses old New Orleans slates as your canvas. Patterns are available and 
you will be taught how to hang your piece when finished. Instructor: Brenda 
Gruber.

Wednesday
March 19  Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $20

spring stained Glass  
This is a paint-by-number faux-stained glass workshop.  All supplies included: 
Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Thursday 
April 3   Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $20

NO pROgRAms OR CLAssEs wILL bE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER HOLIDAYs LIsTED 
AbOvE. CLAssEs OR pROgRAms THAT OCCuR ON A HOLIDAY wILL NOT bE REsCHEDuLED.

New Year’s Wed. Jan. 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Mon. Jan. 20
President’s Day (observed) Mon. Mar. 3
Mardi Gras Tues. Mar. 4
Good Friday Fri. Apr. 18
Memorial Day Mon. May 26

 Soccer regiStration
Soccer registration begins March 31, 2014

Weekdays 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
at your local playground. call 468-7211 for more information

BaSeBall & SoftBall regiStration
Begins March 10, 2014 • Weekdays 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

at your local playground. call 4687.7211 for more information

2014 LEisURE sERviCE WinTER spRinG pRoGRAMs

spECiALTy WoRKshops

“Mardi Gras  
Fleur De Lis”

“Van Gogh 
sunflower”
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Banking

Community
Annual camellia show to be held in Kenner
By Allan Katz

The annual show of the New Orleans Camel-
lia Club will be held January 11, 2014 in Kenner at 
the Theodore Roosevelt Middle School located 3315 
Maine Street. The event is open to the public.

Judging will be from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Joe 
Horil, a member of the Camellia Club, says, “We 
expect as many as one thousand camellias to be of-
fered in the competition. While everyone has their 
own idea of beauty, we have excellent judges who 
are really experienced at this.” One of Horil’s prized  

 
camellias, named “Drama Girl,” will be among those 
on display. President of the New Orleans Camellia 
Club is Andy Houdek.

“It often seems as though everyone in the metro 
area who has a garden has camellias,” said Horil. 

“So there is tremendous interest in these flowers. We 
expect folks from throughout the metro area to at-
tend this show.”

In addition to the judging, prize camellias will 
be offered for sale from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the 
Roosevelt School.   

Fire • Wind
Water • Hail

restoration

Emergency Service for Fire Damage repair,  
Wind damage repair, Water damage repair,  

Hail damage repair, Structural repair, and Force drying.

MARTZ INC. | 2324 Dawson St. | Kenner, LA 70062 | 504-417-6526

www.martzinc.com

Restoration Contractors
General ConrtraCtor

Martz_1213.indd   1 12/1/13   10:20 AM

A lifetime of health starts with great beginnings
“I believe in a family-centered approach to pediatrics, collaborating  
with parents to ensure that we are partners in their child’s growth  
and development. If you are looking for a caring, warm environment  
for your children’s healthcare, look no further than Cypress Pediatrics.” 

Karen Foti M.D.

The Great Benefits of Joining Our Practice:
• We Accept Most Major Insurances Including All Medicaid Plans
• Courtesy Prenatal Visits for New Parents
• Newborn Waiting Room & Nursing Room
• Lactation Support
• Evening & Weekend Hours
• Physician On Call
• Pediatrician Rounds in Nursery
• Warm, Caring & Collaborative Environment
• Se Habla Espanol!!

OuR OffICE HOuRS:
Mon - Wed 8:00AM -5:00PM
Thursday 10:00AM-6:00PM
friday 8:00AM-2:00PM
Saturday By Appointment Only

200 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 314
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Reach us at 504-305-5500
www.CypressPeds.com

Check our our 
facebook Page at
facebook/
cypresspedskids

Conveniently 
located in Ochsner 
Medical Center

Cypress Pediatrics_1013.indd   1 9/28/13   4:11 PM

Start right
By Guy Williams

Here we are in 
2014. It is time to look 
at where you are finan-
cially and where you 
would like to be in the 

future.
If you have a debt hangover from Christmas, this 

is the time to plan to avoid the problem in the future. 
The place to start is by completing a current financial 
statement. You can get the forms online or at your lo-
cal bank.

The purpose of a financial statement is to figure 
out what all of your assets are worth and also to deter-
mine how much money you owe. The difference be-
tween the asset column and the debt column is your 
net worth. This number can be positive or if you owe 
more than your asset total, it can be negative.

As you list your assets, look at where you have 
your cash. Most folks end up with a few accounts at 
different institutions and a little bit at home in the 
cookie jar or a shoe box. If you have more than one 
bank, consider consolidating your accounts. You will 
have an easier time keeping up with your balances 
and you may be eligible for tiered pricing that increas-
es your rate of return. By all means, if you find that 
you are paying monthly service charges, move your ac-
counts. Free checking is still readily available in the 
metro area, usually at a local bank. It is actually not 
a horrible idea to keep a little cash stashed at home 
but if you end up with a lot of change in water bottles, 
bring it in to your local bank and add that money to 
your savings account.

Also when you look at your accounts consider 
near cash, this includes gift cards, frequent cards 
and reward programs. Normally I am a big believer 
in saving for the future but all of the near cash items 
should be used or spent as soon as possible. Gift cards 
tend to get lost or expire. This is one of my pet peeves. 
You paid good money for the gift card. They have your 
cash. Why should it expire? The only reason is that the 
merchant makes money when cards are not used; so 
use them.

Frequent flyer programs are the best proof that 
sometimes the good old days were better. Frequent 
flyer programs often change the redemption rules and 
they always change the rules in a way that is worse for 
the consumer. So, if you have miles go ahead and use 
them, they will only buy less in the future.

The next asset to look at is real estate. What did 
your house cost and what is it worth today? You can 
look in the paper for sales in your neighborhood or go 
online and look at sites such as Zillow that will pro-

vide a free value. If your house has gone up in value, 
be happy but be careful about borrowing against your 
equity. Ideally you want to structure your debt so that 
your house is paid for when you retire.

Investment accounts are easy to value at year 
end because you receive a statement on each account 
showing the performance for the year and the end 
value. This applies to all investment accounts and to 
retirement accounts such as 401k plans and IRA ac-
counts.

The last part of your financial statement is de-
preciable assets, cars, boats, etc. These are either 
necessary in the case of cars or fun such as boats, 
recreational vehicles, etc. You want to have as little 
invested as possible in depreciable assets. As the 
years go by these depreciable assets lose value and 
cost money to maintain. I like to buy well-maintained 
used boats and cars; you get most of the value while 
minimizing your investment.

After you list all of your assets, do yourself and 
your family a big favor. For every account and asset 
list the account number or serial number along with 
an address or location. No one wants to think about 
death but it’s inevitable that we will all pass away. 
Whoever handles your estate will say a prayer of grati-
tude if you provide all of the details and contact in-
formation. I have been involved in settling several es-
tates lately and I can tell you that good records make 
the task go much easier.

Finally, if you have any collectable items, like 
guns, coins or stamps, list those as well as your best 
guess as to who can sell them if the need arises.

After you have completed these steps, you will 
have a good picture of what you own and how much 
all of your assets are worth when you total them up.

The other side of the balance sheet is debt. How 
much do you owe and who do you owe it to? List every-
thing including interest rate, monthly payment and 
number of months remaining. Add all of the debts up 
and get a total. Subtract this from your assets and you 
will have your net worth. As I said before, this can be 
either a positive or a negative number. Next month we 
will talk about working to increase your net worth and 
planning for the future. Happy new year!. 

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams 
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be 
contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.
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Catholic Elementary School

      

Open HOuse
January 23, 2014 • 6:30 p.m.

pK-2 through 7th Grade
private Tours Available

4119 st. elizabeth Drive • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
504.468.3524

www.seasschool.org
elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord”
st. elizabeth Ann seton school does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin  

in the administration of their educational policies.
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Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
Frita Cubana    

By foodieforone.com

Let’s talk burgers this new year and one of our favorites is 
the Frita Cubana, a Cuban style burger with a secret sauce 
and piled high with fresh, fried shoestring potatoes. One bite of this 
mouthful of flavor and you will be hooked.

Patty Ingredients
1 pound sirloin or chuck, ground fresh in a Ninja or pulsed in a food 
processor along with: 4 cloves garlic; 1/4 of an onion; 1 tablespoon Stavo’s 
Sauce (see below); 1/2 teaspoon cumin; 1 teaspoon paprika; Pinch of salt
 
Grind much finer than regular ground beef. Then make six balls. Place on a hot griddle or pan and press 
flat with a spatula. Cook medium well. Add Stavo’s Sauce to the patties as they cook.

I believe a Frita Cubana gets most of its flavor from the secret sauce. It kind of reminds me of a Bud’s 
Broiler Number 2! Yum!

Stavo’s Sauce
It’s fun to place in an old ketchup squeeze bottle for safe keeping.

1 6-ounce can of tomato paste; 1/3 cup white vinegar; Teaspoon garlic powder; 1/2 teaspoon salt; 
Teaspoon cumin; Teaspoon Cajun seasoning; Teaspoon paprika; 2/3 cups water; 3 tablespoons simple 
syrup

Topping
The Shoestrings
Slice a potato into shoestrings and fry. Drain in a colander and lightly salt.
Place atop your cooked and sauced patty on your favorite fresh hamburger bun. Enjoy!

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle 
Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@
yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com. 

Recipe Corner_0114.indd   1 12/28/13   11:14 AM

By all accounts, 
finishing a season 7-6 
is a modest accomplish-

ment. Certainly, it is important to post a winning record 
but one game over the .500 mark is not overwhelming.

When you are Tulane football, 7-6 is a welcome 
sight. A winning season has been rare. Appearing in a 
bowl game was an even greater accomplishment, the first 
time Tulane had done so in 11 seasons.

The lack of success at Tulane in the most important 
sport over the past several decades has clearly had an im-
pact at the box office. Many observers feel the school has 
lost a generation of support.

As a youngster, I attended Tulane football games all 
the time at Tulane Stadium. It was a memorable, plea-
surable experience. Tulane played a national schedule, 
bringing good programs to New Orleans. Solid crowds 
were the norm, not the exception. I sat in the north end 
zone in 1973 when Tulane beat LSU for the first time in 25 
years (14-0). The place was packed and loud.

The on-campus stadium was certainly a plus, bene-
ficial to student support and community support, despite 
the severe lack of parking nearby.

The lack of success with Tulane football has been 
detailed on many occasions. Getting out of the Southeast-
ern Conference was a colossal mistake. The loss of Tulane 
Stadium hurt.

What hurt most was the lack of commitment to win-
ning by the administration at Tulane. Long respected and 
admired as an institution of higher learning, Tulane put 
all of its eggs in that basket while paying little or no atten-
tion to athletics.

Tulane got a boost, a gift, with the construction and 
opening of the Louisiana Superdome. In due time, the fa-
cility became a morgue for Tulane and its lack of fan sup-
port, embarrassing at times with the total lack of empty 
seats in the cavernous facility.

Tulane fans clamored for a better option. For some 
time, there was a push to move to Tad Gormley Stadium 
but that would have been a severe downgrade. The focus 
shifted to a new on-campus stadium, with the discussion 
going on for over a decade.

Finally, the dream became a reality with funding 
secured for what will be Yulman Stadium, set to open for 
the 2014 season.

Of course, the stadium will in no way resemble Tu-
lane Stadium, which seated over 83,000. Yulman Stadium 
will seat under 30,000, limiting Tulane’s ability to grow.

Should Curtis Johnson continue to recruit good 
players and continue to improve, the time will come 
when Yulman Stadium will have to expand its capacity 
or simply not be sufficient. Getting anything done with 
concerns from the surrounding neighborhood will be a 
large task.

Johnson was the right hire for Tulane. I said as 
much at the time. He has justified the hiring, improving 

talent, hiring solid coaches, digging in deeper to a com-
munity he grew up in and moving the bar higher. The 
end result was a winning season and R&L Carriers New 
Orleans Bowl appearance at the Mercedes-Benz Super-
dome.

Johnson was able to get transfer students to be-
come solid contributors to his program. He recruited well 
locally, getting solid players who stepped up nicely. He 
helped secure additional funding from Tom Benson to 
finance Yulman Stadium. He then agreed to a long-term 
contract extension, giving him job security and a strong 
platform to recruit from.

Next up, Johnson needs an indoor practice facility. 
The fact that he remains close to the New Orleans Saints, 
for whom he previously coached, allows Tulane to use 
the Saints’ indoor facility frequently, a bonus when the 
weather turns inclement.

Still, Tulane has to bus there and cannot use that 
facility as much as they would like to. Every good program 
in America has a bubble or indoor facility. Tulane needs 
one.

There is no doubt that Johnson benefited from 
facing what was a light, relatively easy schedule in 2013. 
That will not be the case in 2014, when Tulane will take 
on Georgia Tech, Rutgers and a tough Southeastern Loui-
siana team, among others.

Tulane showed character in rallying from a 21-0 
deficit against Louisiana-Lafayette in the New Orleans 
Bowl, tying the Ragin’ Cajuns 21-21 before succumbing 
24-21 before a record crowd for the bowl game. With the 
scarcity of fans who attend Tulane games on a regular 
basis, there were no doubt a significant number of casual 
fans who attended the bowl game.

The key for Tulane is to nurture those fans and get 
them to come back to see the Green Wave play. Rome 
wasn’t built in a day. Rebuilding a solid fan base will take 
time but Tulane is positioned to do so, based on a clear 
commitment (at least a start) to a long neglected football 
program that still has a pulse. Following the 2013 season, 
that pulse has strengthened.

As an impressionable nine-year old, I watched my 
first game at the old stadium. As an older man, I still at-
tend Tulane games in a different capacity with my media 
responsibilities. The key for Tulane is to have that nine-
year old who saw the R&L Carriers New Orleans Bowl to 
return next season and to be there four or five decades 
later, as in my case. The opportunity exists. Tulane must 
seize the moment.   

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and 
general manager of www.SportsNola.com. Tra-
han is the also the general manager and chair-
man of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Mu-
seum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.

Tulane makes move to 
recapture fans
By Ken Trahan

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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In Operation over 18 years
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The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

January 9 & 23, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
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Whether buy-
ing or selling a home, 
storage becomes an 
issue. Buyers want 
ample storage areas 

and sellers need it both for eliminating clutter and for 
containing personal items. Learning how to best use 
storage will increase the functionality and presenta-
tion of your home.

Once you have reduced the amount you would 
like to store by sorting and discarding, presumably the 
remaining items needing storage are wanted, useful 
and valuable in some way. Here are the steps to insure 
success: Simply having a lot of space is only part of 
the puzzle – being able to access your belongings is 
equally important.

Having an attic or basement does not mean that 
you have more storage if they are difficult to access, 
wet, unduly hot or cold, infested with mice or mold – 
so check the condition carefully.

Don’t overlook non-traditional storage– alcoves, 
built in furniture, armoires and bookshelves.

When assessing where to store each item keep 
in mind that having items close to the location where 
they will be used is often essential. An alternative to 
more storage is to live with the items or rent a storage 
space outside of the home.

Prepare: The space, the items and the system
After you have assessed the storage space, it 

is time to remedy any issues found. Creating access,  
resolving moisture issues or pest infestation, heating  

 
 
and cooling issues and cleaning an area can ensure 
that items stored will retain their value and useful-
ness.

Storage space that is climate controlled, dry and 
easily accessible is the most valuable storage. Storing 
items in containers that are strong helps keep things 
in good repair. Cardboard boxes are subject to mois-
ture and are often difficult to move.

Using boxes or containers that are sized to the 
contents will ensure that each box does not get too 
heavy. Labels are a wonderful way to cut down on 
searching for things, but be sure to update them.

Achieve and maintain: Principles of storing
Now that you understand what you have in the 

way of stuff and storage spaces and you have prepared 
the items and the spaces and created a system, plac-
ing things is much easier. Consider dedicating a “sea-
sonal storage” that can be rotated so that the next 
season’s items are in the front, ready to be taken out 
when needed. Packing seasonal storage too tightly 
and not rotating may render it useless so this is one 
area where establishing a system can really pay off.

Items being held for future generations, which 
might not be accessed for years, belong in long-term 
storage. If they are well stored and secure, putting 
them in a far corner that is not very accessible might 
be fine. This is the time to consider attic and base-
ment space, but only if the items are well-stored.

Active storage is important to keep organized 
and not over-filled. Items should be easy to locate, re-
trieve and replace and what you want should be where 

you want it; kitchen and food items in their proper 
spots, health and beauty items in a hygienic location 
and cleaning and maintenance tools where they are 
likely to be used and serviceable. Items that are out of 
place breed clutter and chaos, so well-ordered active 
storage is a key to a well-functioning home.

Kitchen cabinets are typically sorted and items 
stored close to the stations where they will be used. 
Cabinets that are deeper might store items. Having 
items you love and places to keep them will ensure 
that cleanup is easy and your rooms look tidy.

If you are storing something that you don’t use or 
love, it is taking up valuable space. Every so often, go 
into the back of your cabinets, drawers and closets to 
find items you no longer use or love. This is one of the 
quickest ways to gain storage space without spending 
money on shelves or storage systems. Similarly, if you 
are storing something to give to future generations, 
ask yourself if they will really want it or if they might 
be ready to receive the item now.

Refine: Love what works and don’t let trouble 
continue

Every so often, a homeowner will look up and 
find they have a “trouble spot.” When tools are hard to 
return to their storage areas or holiday items linger in 

boxes by the door, it is usually a sign that the storage 
area is too difficult to access or the system of storage 
hinders use. The ability to return items to storage is as 
important as the ability to get to them easily, so you 
might need to refine your system to overcome any 
challenges you have.

Annual inspections might reveal that there are 
items to purge, spaces to improve or systems that 
need upgrading, but most of all, you stay in touch with 
your home and its real value to you. While you are at it, 
don’t forget to appreciate what is working well. Stor-
ing stuff you love in a way that works makes your home 
a haven and a place that allows you to function at a 
high level. It’s the best way to get value out of your 
home and give you a new perspective on what you re-
ally have. After all, as a homeowner you want to be in 
touch with your most important asset!  

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Real-
tors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in 
Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independent-
ly owned and operated company. Visit the company 
website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Making the most of storage
By Linda R. Martin

The Jefferson Parish Economic Development 
Commission (JEDCO) at its annual luncheon recog-
nizes the businesses and men and women who have 
helped to shape Jefferson Parish’s continued achieve-
ments. On December 5, 2013, JEDCO announced the 
recipients of its 2013 business award winners with 
hundreds of Jefferson Parish business and commu-
nity leaders in attendance.

JEDCO’s 2013 Chairman of the Board, Stan Sal-
athe, presented Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni with 
the JEDCO Chairman’s Champion Award honoring 
Yenni as playing an important role in moving the city 
of Kenner into the future. JEDCO recognized Yenni 
for spearheading the creation of the Kenner 2030 
Strategic Plan for a Prosperous Future, the city’s first 
comprehensive economic development strategy. With 
a focus on revitalizing Rivertown, Kenner’s 16-block 

historic district, Yenni’s administration obtained the 
state’s “Cultural District” designation for the area 
and marketed the city-owned properties to land 
a new office of motor vehicles. Yenni was noted for 
continuing a long-term engagement with JEDCO for 
economic development activities intended to create 
and retain jobs, while also attracting private invest-
ment and proactively targeting companies, such as 
the Coconut Beach sand volleyball complex, to grow 
Kenner’s business base and desirability.

Yenni stated, “For one of the first times in a very 
long time, I can say I am speechless. To receive an 
award for visions and initiatives that become more of 
a reality every day, I am honored. Thank you to JEDCO 
and to all who have supported the Kenner 2030 plan 
and our campaigns to improve our beloved city.”   

JEDCO presents Kenner’s Mayor Yenni with the 
chairman’s award at annual luncheon

Goverment

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website

 www.kenner.la.us
 and on Kenner’s Facebook page

 https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Home

Every new year, do you make the 
same old resolutions? Go to the gym. Quit 
smoking. Be more organized. Then, like 
many people, do you abandon these goals 
within a month or two?

Here are three resolutions you can make and keep for your home 
that will benefit you and your family.

First, improve your home’s safety. There are lots of little things you 
can do around the house to give yourself big peace of mind that your fam-
ily is protected from all-too-common household accidents. For example, 
to avoid electrical shocks, place covers over all outlets and tie up or un-
plug cords so they don’t dangle temptingly in front of toddlers or pets.

Home electrical problems account for 67,800 fires during a typi-
cal year, according to the U.S. Fire Administration. Inspect appliance 
cords and immediately replace any that are worn, old or damaged. Keep 
clothes, curtains and other potentially combustible items at least three 
feet from all heating devices. Make sure electrical appliances are used 
and stored away from wet floors and counters.

Your home’s windows need to be accessible in case your family has 
to use them as an escape route. Make sure they are not nailed or painted 
shut, and if they have guards, security bars, grilles or grates, test the re-
lease mechanism to make sure it works. On the other hand, windows can 
pose a falling hazard. Make sure screens are secure and keep furniture 
or anything children can climb away from window ledges.

Second, consider going a little “green.” Prices for natural gas and 
electricity are expected to rise again this winter, so even the smallest 
improvements could help your family’s budget. Replacing older incan-
descent light bulbs with new compact fluorescents can save you up to 
three-quarters of the electricity previously used by the incandescent 
bulbs. Make sure you change your air filter regularly. A dirty filter will 
make the heating and air conditioning system work harder and longer 
to regulate the temperature in your home, and this will cost you money.

Put an insulating blanket on your water heater. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy says that adding insulation to your heater can reduce 
standby heat losses by 25 to 45 percent, and save four to nine percent in 
water heating costs. The blankets cost $15 to $50 at your local hardware 
store or online and are fairly easy to install.

Change your thermostat to one that is programmable and can be 
set to raise and lower the temperature automatically when the home is 
empty during the workday and at night when everyone is asleep. Pro-
grammable thermostats can save about $180 per year in energy costs, 

according to Energy Star, a joint program of the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy.

Conserve water and reduce your water bill by making simple 
changes such as running dishwashers and clothes washers only when 
they are full and taking short showers instead of baths which can use 
fifty-percent more water than a shower.

Lastly, de-clutter and help others. Especially in these tough eco-
nomic times, donating your unused items to charity could be a lifesaver 
for homeless or needy families. If it’s in good condition, your out-of-style 
or outgrown clothing could keep a family warm during the cold weather 
months.

Many local charities also accept donations of household items that 
are in working order. That lamp, toaster or set of dishes gathering dust in 
the garage could help furnish a home for a needy family.

When you redecorate or remodel, don’t put out-of-style-but-usable 
home furnishings such as light fixtures, bathroom vanities and even door 
knobs in the trash. Habitat for Humanity ReStores and other organiza-
tions will take and resell them at a fraction of the cost of new and the 
proceeds help build Habitat homes. Your donations are tax deductible, 
too, so make sure to get a receipt.   

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and li-
censed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady En-
gineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady 
can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, 
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ web-
site is www.criterium-dormady.com..

Resolutions for your home in the new year
By Dan Dormady

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM

“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.
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COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Welcome to 2014 and a happy new 
year to all. At the beginning of the new 
year we usually pledge resolutions such 
as losing weight, making plans to travel 
more, paying off bills, getting out of debt, 

etc. An important resolution for all to consider is to develop a financial 
independence plan for the future to create financial freedom to be able to 
enjoy life at retirement. By making and sticking to a budget, saving money 
and keeping it saved, you can pay off debt, send your child to college and 
buy a home instead of renting and still even have money for a rainy day. 
Thorough budgeting, savings and investing, building credit and control-
ling debt are goals that make this possible. Owning a home could be the 
cornerstone for building long-term wealth. Real estate doesn’t always in-
crease in value but you can still build equity and receive tax breaks over 
time which can lead to significant gains in the future.

For many, saving for retirement is one of the most important goals. 
In retirement, you typically need to rely on drawing from the assets that 
have accumulated during the working years. This is a good reason to ac-
cumulate as much for retirement as possible during working years.

Building a financial plan requires having the right information, 
planning and making good choices by becoming a doer and not a wisher. 
A doer will most likely track spending, live within their means, stick to a 
budget, pay off credit cards on time and pay themselves first by direct 
deposit into their savings account, investments and/or retirement savings.

As we save and invest we must understand the risk and return on 
investments and understand what it takes to maximize net worth. A good 
credit standing will save you money and bad credit will cost more money 
as you have to pay a higher interest rate when borrowing. Do beware of 
payday loans and other high-cost credit when borrowing.

Last, but not least, as you are creating your personal wealth, you 
need to protect it by purchasing insurance to protect yourself from major 
financial loss. You can buy insurance to cover many kinds of risks but ba-
sic needs can be meet with property, health and life insurance.

Good investments will make money. You need to do your homework 
and seek guidance from a licensed or registered financial adviser. There 
are many resources in our area ready to serve you where language is not 
a barrier. As our community continues to grow multiculturally so does the 
availability of information, publications, planning templates, and finan-
cial education, not only in Spanish, but also in other languages to assist 
in learning. For information on future financial bilingual seminars call 
464-4619.

Community announcements
January 17 – Latin American Civic Organization of Louisiana 

(LACAL)’s general meeting and 2013 event planning. For information call 
296-3976.

January 21 – Latin Council general meeting and discussion of is-
sues affecting the Hispanic communities. For information call 296-3976.

January 23 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting and 
planning 2013 pageant event. For information call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center: The center offers various pro-
grams as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. 
For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every Wednes-
day at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and pro-
gram schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the KTV logo.

I leave you with this thought: “The only reason a great number 
of Americans families don’t own an elephant is because they have 
never been offered an elephant for a dollar down and easy weekly 
payments.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American 
Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, 
LA 70064-0284.

Building financial freedom   
By Rafael E. Saddy

Latin American News
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Airport

Live entertainment offered at Treasure Chest 
Casino in January

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-
ment every night in the casino’s Caribbean Show-
room. Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown 
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino’s 

phone number is 443-8000. The casino is open from 
8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. daily

Below is the daily list of entertainment.  
reservations@kpba.biz

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional  
Business Association’s

JAnuAry LunCHEOn

E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make  
luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

Tuesday, 
January 21, 2014

MAyOr MiCHAEL yEnni’s
STATE Of THE CiTy AddrESS

Tuesday, 
January 21, 2014

MAyOr MiCHAEL yEnni’s
STATE Of THE CiTy AddrESS

KPBA_0114.indd   1 12/28/13   11:23 AM

Crescent City Graphics_GRAY.pdf   1   11/27/12   9:45 PM

Custom Framing Services
includes custom design, mounting, matting, glass & installation  

with purchase of custom frame at regular price (up to 32”x40”)

The Frame Shoppe • 464-4662
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. offer expires 1/31/14.

The Frame Shoppe_0114.indd   1 12/28/13   11:27 AM

It is a new year 
and with it comes ex-
pectations for great 
things at Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans 

International Airport. In airline news, Southwest Air-
lines has announced yet another non-stop destination 
from New Orleans. After announcing about 1.4 million 
more seats last winter in New Orleans, Southwest Air-
lines is adding non-stop daily service to San Diego, CA 
starting April 8, 2014 on their 737 aircraft. The San 
Diego announcement will make the eighth announce-
ment of non-stop service from New Orleans in the last 
three years, which includes two international flights. 
With the addition of this new San Diego flight, the air-
port has non-stop service to 39 destinations offered by 
our 11 airlines. Additionally, on January 7, the airline 
will begin direct service to Atlanta, Georgia. This is 
made possible by their acquisition of Air Tran Airways, 
a wholly owned subsidiary. Atlanta has served as the 
home base for Air Tran operations for many years.

Looking back on the most recent passenger sta-
tistics report for our airport ending October 21, 2013, 
Southwest is still our major airline with 38.1 percent 
of the 2013 market share which includes Air Tran, fol-
lowed by Delta Air Lines with 20.6 percent, United Air-
lines with 13.8 percent, American Airlines with 10 per-
cent and the balance divided among the remaining six 
airlines. We have been very fortunate to have a market 
that has continued to see our air service roster grow. 
We presently hold a number 37 ranking in enplane-
ments and deplanements among the 812 airports in 
the U.S. As the year progresses, watch for another in-
teresting airline development. American Airlines and 
US Airways last month proceeded with the close of 
their merger on December 9. Even though they are le-
gally now one company, they will continue to function 

as two separate airlines for quite some time and very 
few changes will happen immediately in their respec-
tive operations. Eventually, both airlines will operate 
as the new American Airlines. Although American 
and US Airways have come together as one company, 
the process to achieve a Single Operating Certificate 
is expected to take approximately 18 to 24 months. 
This merger is expected to make American Airlines 
the largest operating airline in the world.

In other news, our Airport Customer Service 
Program continues to reap benefits with improved 
customer service for our passengers. As I reported to 
you last year, we initiated a third party Mystery Shop-
ping Service on February 1. With this service, stores 
are evaluated according to type e.g., retail, fast food, 
restaurant, kiosk and newsstands. There are com-
mon standard areas of evaluation for all the types 
that include facility appearance, employee appear-
ance, service, sales skills and loss prevention. Since 
the institution of this new service, top performers in 
retail have been Inmotion Entertainment, Essence 
News and Dunkin Donuts and in food and beverage, 
Wow Wingery Bar, Copeland’s Cheescake Scoop and 
French Market Bar with a number of the shops scor-
ing over the 80th percentile. Employee winners of the 
Mystery Shopping Service receive incentives and cer-
tificates of Customer Service Excellence, but the real 
winners with this service are our passengers. We want 
the customer experience at the airport to be the best 
it can be. This service is helping us reach our goal of 
providing a world class customer experience for our 
passengers and guests. To further gauge our progress, 
we have conducted a recent Airport Customer Satis-
faction Survey. On a scale of one to five, the overall sat-
isfaction with the airport was a rating average of 4.25; 
BM 4.24, with 94.4 percent giving a rating of three 
or higher. These metrics indicate that we are on the 

right track to reaching our goal of providing a world 
class customer experience at the airport.

As we begin 2014, I would like to thank our 
passengers and friends that we serve for their 
ongoing support of the efforts of the New Orleans 
Aviation Board and staff to faithfully manage our 
historic institution and its services. The future is 
bright for our airport and as we look at what is 
ahead, we see blue skies.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 

Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may 
be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your 
local listings for the air time of the Armstrong In-
ternational Airport 30 minute television program, 

“Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website,  
www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” 
link on the “News and Stats” page. You can now fol-
low the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and 
twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a vol-
unteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the 
airport’s website homepage.  

A new year for Armstrong International Airport
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Entertainment

Wed., Jan. 1
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 2
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Pick 6

Fri., Jan. 3
9 p.m.-1 a.m.
Tricks Band

Sat., Jan. 4
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Limited Edition

Sun., Jan. 5
6 p.m.-10 p.m.

WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 8
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 9
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Soul Connected

Fri., Jan. 10
9 p.m.-1 a.m.
John Pierre  

& Expressions

Sat., Jan. 11
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Crescent City Soul

Sun., Jan. 12
6 p.m.-10 p.m.

WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 15
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 16
7 p.m.-11 p.m.
Red Moped

Fri., Jan 17
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

At Fault

Sat., Jan 18
9 p.m.-1 a.m.
Melody Cool  
Ft. Red Diva

Sun., Jan 19
6 p.m.-10 p.m.

WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 22
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 23
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

RJM and  
The Full Moons

Fri., Jan 24
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Revue

Sat., Jan 25
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Jason Baglio  
(Elvis Tribute)
Sun., Jan 26
6 p.m.-10 p.m.

WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 29
7 p.m.-11 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 30
7 p.m.-11 p.m.
Gary T. Band

Fri., Jan. 31
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

Refried Confuzion
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People

When I was a young boy in the ‘50s 
I saw most of my movies on television, in 
black and white, with commercials. It was 
a treat when my parents would take me to 

a movie theater to see a show on the “Silver Screen.” I lived on a farm 
20 miles outside of Syracuse in central New York state and going to the 
movies in the city was definitely a rarity. My mother took me to see “Gone 
with the Wind” while my father attended a union meeting. The main 
thing I remember is it went on and on forever and when it did end it was 
only the intermission. I tried to stay awake, but, as the movie stretched 
out my mother realized we had to leave before it was over because we 
had to pick up Dad at the union hall. He didn’t really care that we were 
late because he was Irish and the hall had a well stocked bar.

I finally grew up and out of the farmhouse, got myself a job, a one 
room apartment on Delaware Street in the city and was able to go to a 
movie once in a while on my own. This was in the early ‘60s but I had 
missed the 1952 advent of “This is Cinerama,” shot using three cameras 
and shown on a huge screen that wrapped around the theater. I also 
missed the 1953 coming of 3-D and “House of Wax.” I had to watch it on 
TV at home and never got to experience almost getting my eye put out 
by the guy hitting the paddle ball into the camera. (Many years later I 
got to see it at the Prytania Theater in New Orleans, but at the time I 
was having another experience – a cataract – and could not see the 3-D 
effect. Once again I missed almost getting my eye put out, because one 
of my eyes actually was out. I only went because my mother was in town 
and I wanted to show her what she made me miss when I was a kid. Even 
though my cataract was corrected in later years, to this day I have not 
seen a true 3-D movie.)

One of the movies I recall seeing while living on Delaware street 
was “Mutiny on the Bounty” with Marlon Brando. I saw that one at a 
neighborhood theater for a dollar and it’s still one of my favorite movies. 
Years later Mel Gibson was in a remake which featured the young ladies 
of Tahiti without their tops, but I still prefer Marlon’s version.

When I was making a little more money I occasionally got to see a 
first-run movie at one of the ritzy theaters on Salina Street, all of them 
in single camera Cinerama. Movies like “The Hallelujah Trail,” the great 

“Grand Prix” and “Krakatoa, East of Java.” It’s interesting to note that 
Krakatoa is actually west of Java.

Another of my favorites was “The Carpetbaggers” starring George 
Peppard. I was so taken by his character that I started cutting my hair 
like George Peppard, wearing a suit vest without a coat and smoking 
long, slender cigars.

But none of this personal movie-going history would have evolved 
if my mother and father had not taken me to see my very first movie 
inside a theater when I was 5 years old. That movie was “Red River” 
starring John Wayne, Montgomery Clift and Joanne Dru. Interestingly 
enough, I remembered more from the first viewing of that movie than I 
did from “Gone with the Wind” when I was several years older. It was a 
fictionalized telling of the first-ever big cattle drive from Texas to Kansas 
along the Chisholm Trail. Wayne played the cattle boss and Monty Clift 
was his protégé who idolized Wayne’s character. Driving the chuck 
wagon was Walter Brennan, the only person to receive three supporting 
actor Oscars.

Somewhere along the trail John Wayne and Monty Clift have a 
falling out and Clift takes over the drive leaving with all the cattle and 
half of the cowboys who had originally signed on with Wayne. Monty and 

the gang come across a wagon train that is being attacked by Indians 
where he meets and falls in love with Joanne Dru. Clift and his cowboys 
move on and John Wayne shows up looking for Clift so he can kill him. 
It’s at this point that my mother enters this narrative as family movie 
critic.

 John Wayne makes an offer to Joanne Dru. He wants her to sire 
him a son now that his protégé has turned on him. At the age of five I 
had no idea what was going on but my mother sure did. She turned her 
mouth into that pouty-pout she got when something upset her. She said 
nothing but something had really ticked her off. After we got home from 
the movie she was still clucking about what happened. I finally got her 
to talk about it but I couldn’t really understand.

“Really, Edward.” (She called me Edward when she was dead 
serious.) “That was just not right.” That’s about all she said and I still 
didn’t understand. It was only years later that I got her to explain to 
me that John Wayne should not have been propositioning Joanne Dru to 
give him a son without even the benefit of marriage vows.

I said, “But Mother, she refused his offer and he didn’t kill 
Montgomery Clift. What else did you want?”

That cut no ice with Mother. As Mammy in “Gone with the Wind” 
put it: “It ain’t fittin’! It just ain’t fittin’! Mmm, Mmm, Mmm!”

Mother also took me to see movies like Disney’s “Peter Pan” and 
“Cinderella” but I have wondered many times if she ever forgave herself 
for making “Red River” the first movie her little boy ever saw.  

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at edclancy2@aol.com or at 
his blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

My mother, the movie critic
By Ed Clancy
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Government
High school students selected to Mayor Yenni’s inaugural 
Youth Advisory Council

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni recently announced the 20 mem-
bers of the city’s inaugural Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council, a group of 
some of the top high school students from throughout the metropolitan 
area that will offer input and advice to elected Kenner officials.

The selection committee also named an alternate member to the 
group as well as an apprentice member.

“I was very impressed with the quality of the applicants for this 
council,” Yenni said. “What a win-win situation this is – a way to learn 
about and actually have an impact on the operations of local govern-
ment for the students and a way for Kenner officials to get ideas and 
feedback from an under-represented segment of our city.”

The idea for the youth council was pitched to Yenni by Alisha Chow-
dhury, a Kenner resident and senior at Haynes Academy for Advanced 
Studies. Chowdhury, who will act as an advisor to the group, is a member 
of the statewide youth council and thought a Kenner version would give 
teens a chance to have their voices heard in local government.

Applications were accepted beginning November 1 and spots on 
the council were open to any Kenner residents between 14 and 19 years 
old, no matter where they attended high school in the New Orleans area. 
Members will meet once a month and attend a Kenner City Council 
meeting once a quarter.

Members of the new Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council attended a 
MYAC orientation in early December and were sworn in on December 
19, 2013 prior to the start of the City Council meeting.

“These teens represent the leaders of tomorrow,” Yenni said. “I’m 
guessing there is plenty we can learn from this group, and hopefully, we’ll 
make enough of an impact that many of them will want to return to Ken-
ner after completing their education.”

The members of the 2013-2014 Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council are 
Deborah Alvarenga, 15, Cabrini High School; Pablo Amador, 17, Jesuit 
High School; Cameron Armand, 16, Jesuit High School; Peter Belleau, 
17, Jesuit High School; Younes Boulares, 16, Haynes Academy; Brianna 
Duronslet, 17, Ursuline Academy; Ashley Johnson, 16, Mount Carmel 
Academy; Daniel Jung, 18, Haynes Academy; Victoria Klibert, 16, John 
Curtis Christian School; Mayank Mardia, 15, Jesuit High School; Kaleigh 
Rooney, 18, St. Mary’s Dominican High School; Cameron Rosen, 14, Je-
suit High School; Austin Roser, 18, Home School Program; Justin Sando-
val, 17, Holy Cross High School and NOCCA; Brandon Sprague, 16, Jesuit 
High School; Anthony Sylvester, 16, Alfred Bonnabel Magnet Academy; 
Gage Thomas, 17, Archbishop Rummel High School; Janae Torrence, 18, 
Archbishop Chapelle High School; Arjun Verma, 16, Jesuit High School; 
and Anadil Zakaria, 17, St. Mary’s Dominican High School. The alternate 
is Cameron Dumas, 14, from Riverdale High School and the apprentice 
is Danial Abbas, 14, also from Riverdale High School.

For more information about the Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council, 
contact Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Office Natalie Newton at 
468-7240.   

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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Health

One Call Is all It takes!
Let us shop to find the best vaLue for the best price.

Kevin Guffey

hoMe   auto   fLood   business
proudLy representing

caLL noW!

467-0800467-0800
Since 1987 3409 WilliamS Blvd.

w w w . g u f f e y i n s u r a n c e . n e t

1212_Guffey.indd   1 11/25/12   9:23 AM

Reduce hair loss by 33%  
in 12 weeks – 97% natural

Aveda’s new invati hair care line  
for thicker, fuller hair!

At GeorGy’s Now!!

Georgys_0114.indd   1 12/28/13   11:32 AM

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

Flexibility, like 
strengthening and 

aerobic exercise, provides anti-aging benefits. Are you 
beginning to notice that you are becoming less flexible 
and your daily activities are becoming more difficult to 
perform? A loss of flexibility can contribute to a loss 
of everyday activities, such as bending over to tie your 
shoes, finding you are unable to participate to your full-
est in your sport, pulling muscles in your legs or low 
back while doing everyday activities.

Flexibility is for everyone, regardless of age. 
When muscles become tight, you begin to lose range 
of motion in your joints which can put a halt to your 
active lifestyle and hinder day-to-day activities. A regu-
lar stretching program will help lengthen your muscles 
and help you restore youthful activity. A flexible joint 
has the ability to move further in its range and requires 
less energy to do so. With appropriate training, flexibil-
ity can be developed at all ages. It is true, that as we age, 
we lose some degree of flexibility. This loss of flexibility 
is due to certain changes that take place in our connec-
tive tissue and muscle tissue in our body.

Some of the most important factors that stretch-
ing provides is a relaxation of your mind and body, pre-
serving of range of motion in your joints, preventing in-
jury during exercise, preparing your muscles for vigor-
ous activity and helping promote improved circulation.

Flexibility training reduces muscle soreness as 

recent studies have shown that stretching is extremely 
effective in reducing localized, delayed muscular sore-
ness after exercise. You should stretch at least three 
days per week to an intensity of mild discomfort. When 
stretching, you should hold the position for 10 seconds 
working up to a 30-second stretch and perform three to 
five repetitions for each stretch.

Things to remember when stretching are 
to stretch slowly and smoothly and never bounce. 
Maintain normal breathing during each stretch and 
feel the stretch but don’t strain by stretching too far. 
The most important areas to stretch are low back, 
hip and groin, knee and calf, hamstrings and shoul-
ders. Stretching will provide for a healthier lifestyle, 
allow you to function at a higher level in sports and 
help you prevent injury. Make flexibility part of your 
normal work-out routine.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and 
at two other locations in Metairie and on the West 
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School 
Department of Allied Health Department of Physi-
cal Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner 
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted 
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting  
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Flexibility: Key to a healthy 
lifestyle
By Craig Goodwin

Community
Labyrinth to be built in Lafreniere Park by 
summer

Officials from Jefferson Parish announced in De-
cember 2013 that construction of a labyrinth will begin 
in Lafreniere Park in the spring and it is expected to 
open in the summer.

The project is headed by Jefferson Beautification 
Inc., a private, all-volunteer nonprofit organization, 
and will cost approximately $65,000. Another non-prof-

it, the Patrons of Lafreniere Park, will also share in the 
cost. The winding walking path, built among benches 
and trees will be on the east side of the lagoon area.

Honorary brick pavers for $100 are being sold 
to help with the cost of building the labyrinth. The 
brick area will be located behind the park’s founda-
tion center.   

Repairs to Kenner boat launch underway and 
fishing pier re-opened

Construction began in December 2013 to re-
place two damaged ramps at the Laketown boat 
launch in Kenner. The work is being performed 
by Boh Brothers Construction and is expected 
to be completed by early February 2014. The two 
remaining ramps will be available during the con-
struction.

In conjunction with two boat launch ramps 
being closed, two fishing pier ramps have been re-
opened. The Laketown fishing pier on Lake Pon-
tchartrain, which suffered substantial damage from 
shoreline rip-rap thrown around by Hurricane Isaac 
in 2012 opened for Thanksgiving in 2013.

Task Force LLC of Baton Rouge performed 
the repairs and hazard mitigation improvements 
to the fishing pier, which included lengthening the 
transition between the land and the pier to try to 
minimize future rip-rap damage. In addition, re-
pairs were made to the railing and concrete pads 

that were lifted during the storm, electrical light-
ing and wiring and water lines on the pier.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said, “We are 
very excited to re-open an improved pier to those 
who have been anxiously waiting to return to this 
special place in sportsman’s paradise.”

The city held a re-dedication ceremony and of-
ficially re-opened the pier on December 3, 2013.    

Photo by Barry SpraguePhoto by Barry Sprague

Kenner officials attend fishing pier re-opening 
ceremony
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Community
Treasure Chest Casino names winners in Trees of Hope charity event

Treasure Chest Casino held its Trees of Hope 
awards ceremony on December 13, 2013, and an-
nounced the winners of its annual non-profit tree deco-
rating competition.

Receiving the first place donation award of $5,000 
for the second year in a row and representing the 
American Cancer Society was the Relay For Life team 

“Here Come Da Judge.” The second place $2,500 dona-
tion winner was the Dawn Busters Kiwanis Club. The 
American Lung Association, competing for the first 
time, received third place and a $1,000 donation. The 
Alzheimer’s Association was awarded fourth place and 
the American Heart Association landed the fifth place 
spot and each received a $500 donation.

All other nonprofit organizations that competed 
received a $300 donation. The competing organizations 
were the National Kidney Foundation of Louisiana, the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the Louisiana Organ Pro-
curement Agency, United Cerebral Palsy, Wish to Fish 
Louisiana, Families Helping Families of Jefferson, the 
Louisiana Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society, the Jefferson Council on Aging, the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society, the Jefferson Performing Arts 
Society Theatre Kids Competition Team, Angels Place, 
the East Jefferson Family YMCA and “A Child’s Wish” 
represented by the city of Kenner Volunteer Committee.

“Treasure Chest Casino would like to extend a big 
thank you to the participating organizations as well as 
to all who voted and made this event a success,” said 
Rodney Miller, Treasure Chest Casino Director of Mar-
keting.

Local non-profit organizations were invited to par-
ticipate in the Trees of Hope contest by reserving a tree 
provided by the casino on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The trees lined the walkway leading into the casino and 
are decorated during Thanksgiving week. Guests who 
visited the casino from November 28 through December 
12, 2013 were able to vote for their favorite tree.

Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino’s web-
site is www.treasurechestcasino.com.  

 continued on next page
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Chateau Golf and Country Club donates to Raintree
Chateau Golf and Country Club hosted its third an-

nual Kenner Wine and Food Event fundraiser in October 
2013 which this year benefitted Raintree Children and 
Family Services. Chateau General Manager Michelle Swan-
ner Yenner recently presented a $30,000 check to Raintree 
Development Director Whitney Armentor and Lashawna 
Schofield, Raintree executive director.

“This year we chose Raintree Children and Family 
Services as the charity that will receive all the proceeds 
from the event. It is a wonderful and inspiring group who 
help house and find foster homes for needy and neglected 
children and also helps infants with disabilities,” said Yenni. 

“Chateau is proud to host a first class wine and food experi-
ence while promoting awareness for local businesses and 
economic growth in Kenner and the surrounding areas.”

The fundraiser attended by more than 600 people, 
featured wines from around the world and food from local 
restaurants, along with music, raffles and an auction.

The event was sponsored by Chateau Golf and Coun-
try Club, First Bank and Trust, Guffey Insurance, Magnolia 
Foundation, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Nicoll’s Lim-
ousines and RNDC.   

Raintree Children and Family Services official 
Whitney Armentor, Chateau Golf and Country 

Club Office Manager Ileana Bardales and 
general manager Michelle Yenni along with 

Raintree’s Lashawna Schofield and Joan Ingram 
display the $30,000 check donated to Raintree.

Annual KPD Doll and Toy giveaway

On November 30, 2013, the Kenner Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association joined the  
Kenner Police Department and officials from The Esplanade mall in collecting hundreds of toys  

for the annual KPD Christmas Doll and Toy giveaway. The toys were delivered to needy children  
in the area on December 18 this past holiday season.

Christmas trees will be collected curbside 
throughout Jefferson Parish on three days in Janu-
ary 2014. Trees will be recycled for a beneficial re-
use – either marsh restoration or composting.

Kenner residents, along with all Jefferson 
Parish residents, including the unincorporated ar-
eas of Jean Lafitte, Gretna, Harahan and Westwego 
are advised to place trees curbside on the evening 
of Wednesday, January 8, 2014. Garbage trucks 
will make one pass through each neighborhood to 
collect trees on January 9, 10, and 11, 2014. Trees 
are typically collected on the second scheduled 
garbage collection day, but it is important that all 
trees be placed curbside on the evening of Wednes-
day, January 8, 2014, as the collection schedule 
may vary on the three specified collection days.

Only clean, unpainted and non-flocked trees 
are acceptable for re-use. Prior to placing trees 

curbside, residents must remove all lights, tinsel, 
garland, ornaments, tree stands, and plastic bags 
from their Christmas trees. Artificial, flocked or 
painted trees are not eligible for the program.

This year’s project involves two phases. Some 
of the trees will be placed in the marsh, refurbish-
ing previously constructed shoreline fences in 
Goose Bayou near Lafitte to help protect Jeffer-
son’s coastal wetlands; and others will be brought 
to Wood Materials, LLC to be chipped and used for 
composting.

Although the Louisiana Office of Coastal 
Management has discontinued funding Christmas 
tree marsh restoration projects throughout the 
state, Jefferson Parish is able to continue this 
popular project thanks to a generous donation of 

Christmas trees can be left for recycling on 
three days in January
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24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI
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Theatre
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474

Including… Mattress Bags 
Dish & Glass Packing Kits 
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes
Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

We Sell Boxes &  
Packing Supplies

Big Easy is a Kenner 

Food Bank collection center
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Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC
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curb along the canal bank and handicap ramps 
at intersections. Gonzalez said a key part of the 
work will be laying down a high quality covering 

of asphalt on the roadway.
The upcoming project on West Esplanade is 

actually an extension of Paths to Progress work that 
repaired and repaved the roadway on West Espla-
nade Avenue from Ole Miss Drive to Williams Boule-
vard. “The Williams Boulevard to Power Boulevard 
project was not included in the original program, 

but the Yenni administration was able to convince 
the federal government and the state Department 
of Transportation and Development personnel that 
an extension of the work to Power Boulevard – the 
border of Kenner to unincorporated Metairie – was 
vital.”

Gonzalez said the big project to improve West 
Esplanade Avenue is actually a follow-up to three 
other major roadway improvements projects that 
are now completed or almost completed.

He said the installation of new concrete pads 
that required detours on 31st is almost completely 
finished.

Another project that is being wrapped up is 
the resurfacing on Loyola Drive between the three 
Loyolas and West Esplanade including the intersec-

tion at West Esplanade Boulevard. Gonzalez said all 
that remains are some striping that will not be a 
major impediment to traffic flow.

Also almost completed is restoration and re-
habilitation work on Roosevelt Drive. Gonzalez said 
Roosevelt is now completely open.

“I think that the Yenni administration deserves 
credit for securing federal funds for major improve-
ment programs of some of Kenner’s most important 
traffic arteries,” said Gonzalez. “Having well-main-
tained, pothole-free streets is part of being a pro-
gressive, modern city and we think Kenner can be 
proud of the work that has been accomplished and 
will be done in early 2014.”   

Program manager
 from page 1

 
 
 
 
personnel in a wide variety of fields. We don’t have 
the vast array of experience that you will find in a 
large engineering firm like Linfield, Hunter and Ju-
nius,” said Gonzalez.

The Kenner 2030 plan includes infrastructure 
improvements on roads, drainage, electrical, traffic, 
pedestrian and structural projects as well as beautifi-
cation and landscaping related projects for a number 
of the city’s major streets, paid for by $26.6 million 
generated in July by the sale of $42 million in sales 
tax bonds.

Construction time periods for the projects 

range from one to six years. Simple projects could 
be completed within one to two years and the most 
complex and complicated ones with federal and/or 
state allocations could last up to six years for total 
completion.

Gonzalez said, “The program manager will 
play an important role in helping us shape Ken-
ner’s future. We’ll call on them to oversee the 
design and planning guidelines for every aspect 
of the engineering work that will be done. We’re 
talking here about 10 projects costing $37 million 
that literally involves thousands of details. We 
believe that Linfield, Hunter and Junius have the 
people and the backlog of experience that will be 
required to make the design and implementation 
of the 2030 Plan a success.” 

off container behind the Pontchartrain Center in  
Laketown near Coconut Beach. City Officials are 
working hard to make some improvements to City 
Park and the larger container did not fit in to the new 
schematics. In addition, dumping of non-recyclables 
outside the containers is becoming a problem contrib-
uting to littering in the park,” said Newton.

An additional drop off location will open in North 
Kenner Park which is located on 38th Street near Wil-
liams Boulevard. The North Kenner Park location will 
utilize the existing, donated recycle trailers from City 
Park. An existing third drop-off location is at Veterans 
Park behind City Hall in south Kenner.

“My hope is this minor change in strategy will 
have major impact benefiting our recycling program 
and allow us to de-clutter City Park,” said Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni.

In addition to the three drop-off locations avail-
able in Kenner, residents can bring their recycling to 
the Jefferson Parish trash drop-off site located at 400 
David Drive in Metairie. Hours of operations are the 
same as the trash drop-off times which are on Tuesday 
through Sunday from 9:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. and dur-
ing Daylight Savings Time from 10:00 a.m. until 6:30 
p.m.

For any comments or questions regarding  
Kenner’s drop-off recycling program contact Newton 
at 468-7240.   

upgraded seating is comfortable, wide ultra-plush 
high-back leather rockers. The auditorium will also 
debut the Next Generation Dolby Atmos sound sys-
tem to the New Orleans market with over 40 unique 
sound channels to enhance the movie going experi-
ence. The opening feature in the GPX Auditorium is 

“The Hobbit: Desolation of Smaug” with a specifically 
designed Dolby Atmos sound mix.

Along with the concession stand serving cine-
ma fare, the complex includes a lobby bar with a full 
line of cocktails, beer, wine and daiquiris. The Grand 
Esplanade 14 also offers facilities for birthday parties, 
corporate events and rentals.

“We are excited to expand in the metro New 
Orleans market with this theatre and are especially 
proud to bring the GPX concept to a wider audience” 
said Ron Krueger II, president and chief operating 
officer of Southern Theatres LLC.

Visit www.thegrantheatre.com for movie list-
ings and ticket information.   

$25,000 from DynoNobel and the cooperative ef-
fort of Wood Materials, LLC.

Volunteers are needed, particularly those 
with shallow draft boats, to move trees from a 
Lafitte staging area to the pre-constructed shore-
line fences in Goose Bayou. On Saturday, January 
11 and Saturday, January 18, 2014, volunteers will 
meet at 8:00 a.m. at Cochiara’s Marina, located at 
4477 Jean Lafitte Boulevard in Lafitte, to move 
trees to the pre-constructed shoreline fences in 
Goose Bayou, near the town of Jean Lafitte. If vol 

 
unteer turnout allows completion of the project on 
January 11, a notification will be made announcing 
cancellation of the January 18 event.

Volunteers must be at least 18 years of age, 
wear layered clothing including long pants, long 
sleeved shirt and closed-toe, sturdy shoes. Hats 
and sunscreen are recommended. Gloves, safety 
glasses, life vests, lunch and refreshments will be 
provided.

For more information or to volunteer, contact 
the Jefferson Parish Department of Environmen-
tal Affairs at 731-4612.   

Christmas tree recycling
 continued from previous page
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Big Easy Storage is now 
a Drop Off Station for the 

Kenner Food Bank

50% off 1st 2 months
• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

select size units
limited time offer

Call for Details!

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
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