Vol. 22, No. 5

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

MAY 2013

Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner Mayor Yenni reflects on his first 1,000 days in office and city’s status

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni explains the Kenner 2030 plan.

District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud
celebrates one year in office
By Allan Katz

District 3 Councilman
Keith Reynaud
Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud
is celebrating the conclusion of his first year in office.

Approval given for city’s bond refinancing

He says he is proud of the work that he has done since
being elected and feels that the city of Kenner is addressing its problems in a realistic manner. Reynaud
said he is especially pleased he has been able to get the
city working on street, sidewalk and drainage repairs
in his district, although much remains to be done. “Due
to city budget constraints, there’s been a limit on how
much we’ve been able to get accomplished but streets
and sidewalks remain a high priority,” says Reynaud. “I
won’t forget my commitment to improve our streets,
sidewalks and drainage issues.”
In regard to the refinancing of the city’s
bonded indebtedness and lowering the interest rate
on the bonds to renovate and beautify the city’s main

The Kenner City Council approved a bond
refinancing plan that will generate nearly $29
million for beautification and pedestrian safety
enhancements at 10 critical corridors throughout the city, a move designed to create a new
and improved identity for Kenner.
The vote was 6 to1, with only Kenner District
1 Councilman Gregory Carroll opposed.

The vote on April 18, 2013, followed the
state Bond Commission’s unanimous blessing
of the plan to refinance a 2003 bond issue set
to expire in five years, taking advantage of very
low interest rates now available. The two issues
were authorized earlier that day at the Bond
Commission meeting in Baton Rouge.
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Business leader Henry Shane huge
proponent of bond refinancing and
beautification projects for Kenner
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Free “Music in the Park” concert series return in May
The Yat Pack will be playing the opening
night concert on May 3 and Category 6 on May
10. On May 17 Refugeze will perform and Groovy
7 will play on May 24. The Topcats band will
round out the series on May 31.

Photo by Barry Sprague

For the seventh time in the spring, the popular live “Music in the Park” concert series returns
to Kenner’s Rivertown, starting May 3, 2013. Rivertown will come alive on five Friday nights as popular
local rock bands perform on the back porch of the
Kenner Produce Company shed
of Heritage Park, located in the
300 block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free
concerts, held from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m., booths will be manned
by local food, refreshment and
craft vendors. Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs
for seating. No outside food or
drink will be permitted.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni recently
this country, founded on “democracy” has provided
reached his 1,000th day in office. Yenni, a first- its citizens the right to do. I took the choice to the
time candidate, was elected on March 27, 2010 and
people, they spoke and I listened.
became mayor on July 1, 2010. His four-year term
While my job would have been easier if the fundruns through June 30, 2014. Mayor Yenni reflects
ing referendums were approved, I was faced with
upon his service as mayor of the city of Kenner.
the arduous task of cutting the city’s budget by $8
“My passion for the city of Kenner runs deep. It
million and reducing our work force by over 130 posiis not just because my grandfather served as its mayor. tions. However, the great employees of this city have
It is because this has been my home for all 36 years
stepped up to the plate and done more with less while
of my life. Being born and raised in the city of your
maintaining the same level of service for the citizens.
birth has a special meaning and brings about an imThis city’s future is at a turning point and it is
mense sense of pride. Growing up, I was raised with
imperative that we move Kenner forward. Let’s bring
strong influences from public servants and realized
the community from what many call a “rut” into a
that public service is an honor that the people have “renaissance.” Kenner deserves the opportunity for a
granted you. I also learned the importance of listen- rebirth and must do so to attract a new generation to
ing to the voices of the people that one serves.
this great community that I have been proud to call
As this city’s mayor, I have done exactly that. my lifelong home. We are making headway with our
In my inaugural address, I committed to find a
2030 Plan and other improvements throughout the
funding source for our police and fire departments. city, such as Paths to Progress, bond refinancing for
The best financial advisers I talked to said that a
beautification, drainage and sewerage improvements,
tax referendum, however unpopular, was the an- the revitalization of Rivertown and redevelopment of
swer based on our city’s small budget. I did what
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Henry Shane

see full story on page 20

Kenner expects big savings with new
Pontchartrain Center contract
On April 18, 2013 the Kenner City Council unanimously approved a new contract negotiated with the
longtime operator of the Pontchartrain Center that
could save the city up to $200,000 a year.
“This contract eliminates guaranteed payments
and encourages the operator to work harder on promoting Kenner and the Pontchartrain Center,” Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said.
Ever since the Pontchartrain Center opened
in 1991, SMG has generally received a base management fee, no matter how many bookings for Carnival

balls, meetings, sports events, concerts, trade shows
and faith-based events were scheduled. On top of that,
SMG often also was paid for reaching performance
goals.
In the new, five-year contract, there will no longer be any base management fee for SMG, which also
runs the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and the New Orleans Arena.
The goal is not for the Pontchartrain Center to
turn a profit. Civic centers bring events and visitors
page 22
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May 3rd - The YaT Pack
May 10th - caTegorY 6
May 17th - The refugeze
May 24th - groovY 7
May 31st - ToPcaTs
No outside Food or driNk
Nor Pets Allowed

Movies in the Park
in kenner’s heritage Park
Enjoy family friendly features under the stars on a 25-foot outdoor
movie screen! Bring your own lawn chair or blanket! Weather permitting!

Showtime at 8Pm!
may
may
may
may

4
11
18
25

ice age: Continental Drift
the amazing Spiderman
wreck-it Ralph
Grease (and Classic Car Show*)

For more info, 468-7231
or visit, www.kenner.la.us

concEssions For salE!
no outsidE Food, drinK, or pEts alloWEd!

* Join us Early at 6pm on 5/25 For a classic car shoW
prEsEntEd By crEscEnt city cruisErs! WEar your BEst 50’s costumE!
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©2013 Ochsner Health System

Now offering extended hours and
same day/next day appointments.

Connecting to an Ochsner Kenner primary care physician has never been easier.
Call 504-443-9500 to schedule an appointment today or visit ochsner.org/kenner.
Same Day/Next Day Appointments Available.
MONDAY - THURSDAY 7am- 6pm
FRIDAY 8am -5pm

Convenient Primary Care Locations in Kenner!
Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 210
Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood
2120 Driftwood Blvd. (at Williams Blvd.)

TM

Kenner

Locations such as:
Abita Springs, Algiers, Baton Rouge, Belle Chasse, Covington, Cut Off, Denham Springs, Elmwood, Gretna, Hammond, Kenner, Lakeview,
Lockport, Luling, Mandeville, Marrero, Metairie, New Orleans, Prairieville, Raceland, Slidell.
PB_0049_Kenner Star AD for January.indd 1

4/24/13 9:33 AM
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from The Editor

Plans for new airport terminal are great news for Kenner and region
By Allan Katz

Christmas 2013
came early for the
city of Kenner this
year when New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu announced
plans for an $826 million new airport terminal
building that will face Veterans Boulevard.
The announcement was well-planned.
Mayor Landrieu visited Kenner in advance of
the announcement, briefing Mayor Michael S.
Yenni and his staff as well as the Kenner City
Council on the plans for a new super-modern
terminal. In the past, New Orleans mayors have
not always treated Kenner’s leaders with dignity and respect but Landrieu has clearly learned
from the past.
Indeed, for those who have been around
the Kenner airport wars of the past, the amazing thing is that not a single Jefferson Parish,
city of Kenner or St. Charles Parish official
had anything critical to say about the airport,
the new terminal or Mayor Landrieu. In other
words, Mayor Landrieu had this Christmas
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present tightly wrapped.
The New Orleans mayor intends that the
new terminal will have all the bells and whistles. The existing Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport has never handled as
many as 10 million passengers in a year. The existing terminal is more than 50 years old and is
antiquated when compared to the terminals in
Atlanta, Miami, Houston, Dallas and even Birmingham. It is also expensive to operate when
compared to those other airports. High landing
fees in New Orleans drives airlines to other airports when their profit margin is better. Mayor
Landrieu intends that this new terminal will
begin a brighter-than-ever era for the airport
with the new terminal having the capacity to
handle as many as 12 or 13 million passengers
a year while charging the airlines competitive
landing fees. If that can indeed be done, it
will have a tremendous impact on the regional
economy, creating new jobs by the thousands
and attracting new investments.
All of this fits perfectly into the plans of
Mayor Yenni. He and his staff are in the midst of
a refinancing of Kenner’s bonded indebtedness

that will give Kenner $29 million to spend on
corridor development and infrastructure repair.
Unlike some Kenner mayors of the past, Yenni
and his immediate predecessor, former Mayor
Ed Muniz, see the airport as an asset, not an intruder. When Mayor Yenni thinks about 13,000
construction jobs in Kenner, working on the
new terminal, he smiles.
When Mayor Yenni thinks about a proposed new four-star hotel adjacent to the new
terminal, his smile gets even bigger. And, when
Mayor Yenni thinks about the potential for 12 or
13 million visitors just minutes away from the
planned, improved Laketown and Rivertown,
he becomes downright gleeful. From Yenni’s
standpoint, Landrieu does indeed look a little
bit like Santa Claus.
For 65 years, the debate has raged over
whether the airport is a positive or a negative in
shaping Kenner’s future. In the past, there were
many problems. But given the current economic
dilemma facing Kenner, with population declining, unoccupied homes and per capita income
going down, the redevelopment of the airport
today looks like a catalyst for success.

If all goes well, construction of the new
terminal will begin in 2014 and conclude in
2018 when New Orleans will celebrate its 300th
year since the French explorers got off their
ship at what is now the French Quarter.
It’s interesting to note that every successful New Orleans mayor in the city’s modern history has had a major capital project to which
he could point. The current Mayor Landrieu’s
father – former Mayor Moon Landrieu had
the Louisiana Superdome and the late Mayor
Dutch Morial had the riverfront convention
center that is now named for him. The new
airport terminal is going to be the current
New Orleans mayor’s Superdome and Mayor
Yenni, along with the Kenner City Council, can
– if they wish - point out that they were on the
winning team and shared in the vision that
brought a project costing close to $1 billion to
the city of Kenner.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

Political
Obamacare: A looming disaster for Democrats
By Jeff Crouere
It is not looking
good for the Democrats as the party
attempts to retain
the Senate and gain
control of the House in the upcoming mid-term
elections.
It was recently announced that Montana Senator Max Baucus, a six-term incumbent, will retire at
the end of his term in 2014. He becomes the sixth
Democrat to announce his retirement, giving the
Republicans a great chance of taking over the majority in the U.S. Senate.
Currently, there are 45 Republicans in the
Senate and 55 Senators who caucus with the Democrats. Historically, the mid-term election is a good
one for the party that is out of power. For example,
the final mid-term election of the George W. Bush
administration was a disaster for the incumbent Republicans. As we move closer to the 2014 election,
the president will be aggressively campaigning for
Democratic candidates, trying to convince voters to
give his party complete control of Congress.
Here is the problem for the Democrats, the
Affordable Care Act, which is the president’s cherished healthcare plan. It will be implemented in
January of 2014 and will surely be viewed negatively
by voters. The legislation will encourage up to 30
million new patients to enter the healthcare system.
The doctor shortage that we have today will
become more acute. This will strain an already dysfunctional healthcare system. A new Deloitte survey
discovered that 57 percent of doctors are threatened by the new healthcare law and 60 percent plan
to retire early.
The average waiting time for patients will increase as the Deloitte survey estimates that there
will be 70,000 fewer doctors by 2020. With more peo-

ple entering a healthcare system that has fewer and
fewer doctors, it is inevitable that more patients will
be treated by nurse practitioners, who have significantly less training than physicians. This will lead to
more medical errors with tragic consequences.
Already, insurance premiums are increasing
and this trend should accelerate next year. Voters
are seeing that the overall quality of healthcare will
be diminished and even Senator Baucus admitted
that the country is looking at a “huge train wreck”
due to Obamacare. Of course voters will blame Democrats for the impending disaster as no Republicans
voted for the bill.
Despite a huge war chest, Baucus knew his
re-election campaign would be difficult in the super red state of Montana, where voters recently
expressed their opinion on Obamacare, by voting
70 to 30 percent to prevent the state from requiring
citizens to purchase health insurance.
Another senator who could face trouble is Louisiana’s own Mary Landrieu, who disregarded the
will of her constituents and voted for the healthcare
bill. While this occurred in 2010, plenty of voters will
surely remember it at the midterm election. Like
Montana voters, the people of Louisiana are not
fans of President Obama and his agenda. This will
be a hurdle for Senator Landrieu, who votes with
the Obama administration 93 percent of the time.
With her pro-Obama voting record, Republican Senate candidate Congressman Bill Cassidy has
plenty of ammunition in the race against Landrieu.
While Senator Landrieu has a good approval rating
of 56 percent, according to the latest Southern Media poll, she has taken unpopular positions. Her latest vote for gun control legislation will certainly be
an issue that Cassidy raises in the campaign.
Over the next few weeks, Senator Landrieu
will face another uncomfortable vote, on the issue of
immigration reform. A Landrieu vote for the “Gang

of Eight” and their pro-amnesty legislation will be
another gift for the Republican challenger. Republicans now believe they will easily pick up the Senate seat in Montana and have a fighting chance to
defeat the formidable Landrieu, who has won three
Senate elections by margins that have increased
every time.
This campaign may be different for Senator
Landrieu as she will be running in a low turnout midterm election instead of a high turnout presidential
race. In addition, the Republican Party will likely be
unified behind Cassidy, who is a mainstream conservative candidate, not considered unacceptable
by any wing of the GOP. While Landrieu will have
big Republican donors like Boysie Bollinger and Joe
Cannizaro on her team, she is unlikely to earn the
endorsement of many GOP elected officials.
If the election were held today, Landrieu
would win another close race. Unfortunately for the
senator, there is plenty of time before the mid-term
election and the specter of Obamacare regulations
loom on the horizon.
The health care plan is the senator’s greatest liability and Congressman Cassidy’s ace in
the hole.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
.
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Nine streets improvement projects to start in May
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
You may have
already noticed a few
traffic projects that
have required some
lanes of traffic on
West Metairie, Vintage Drive, Roosevelt Boulevard
and elsewhere to be closed. This is just the beginning of what will be an extremely busy spring
– and rest of the year – for traffic, sewerage and
some drainage projects throughout Kenner.
If you’re like me, you are probably a little impatient and often in a rush. No one likes traffic
jams and there’s no doubt that normal traffic patterns will be impacted for quite some time. But if
we can all manage a little patience – leave for our
jobs and other commitments a little sooner than
normal – all of this work will result in a city with
smoother streets and improved sewer and drainage systems.
I’d also like to mention that these improvements were made possible because of Jose Gonzalez, my public works director; without him, we
would have missed out on the funding for these
improvements. It just goes to show when you hire
the right people for the right job, the right things
happen.
By early May, it’s likely there will be nine different projects going on at the same time. That
might seem like poor planning to have so many
simultaneous projects, but it’s important for residents to know we had no choice in the scheduling
of most of these projects.

Five of the projects that will be underway
by early May are part of the Paths to Progress
Program. The state Department of Transportation and Development and the federal government are totally managing the $90 million program designed to restore, repair and improve a
total of at least 60 major roads in Orleans and
Jefferson Parishes. These roads were damaged
during hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005 and
then used as hauling routes during recovery operations after the storms.
The double dose of good news for this program is this: Kenner gets the bulk of the $26 million set aside for Jefferson Parish and the city
doesn’t have to pay a single penny for any of the 23
scheduled projects. Unfortunately, since the state
and federal government is in charge, they set up
the schedule. Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez tells me this program is on a high-priority
basis. If we ask to delay a few projects there is no
guarantee money will still be available once the
schedule is altered.
Here’s a quick look at the initial nine projects. The first five fall under the Paths to Progress program:
Vintage Drive – Loyola Drive to the Duncan Canal: This three-month job will replace
damaged concrete street panels and add a new
layer of high quality asphalt driving surface. At
least one lane of Vintage will remain open at all
times, but it could be a parking lane, which could
temporarily impact homeowners.

Loyola Drive – West Esplanade to Vintage
Drive: Another three-month project to repair
street panels and add a high-quality asphalt overlay. Our engineers expect no traffic disruption
from this project.
Williams Boulevard – Airline Drive to Jefferson Highway: A three-month resurfacing project that is only expected to impact traffic when
the work reaches the area between the tracks and
Jefferson Highway. Detours will be required since
there is only a single lane of traffic in that area.
West Metairie Avenue – Williams Boulevard to Roosevelt Boulevard: Another threemonth project to remove damaged concrete
street panels and then overlay the road with
asphalt. The goal is to keep one lane of West
Metairie open at all times, though some detours
were required in the first couple of weeks of
work when unexpected damage under concrete
panels was uncovered.
Roosevelt Boulevard – Airline Drive to
Veterans Boulevard: Concrete street panels will
be removed and replaced with new panels during
this three-month project. One lane of traffic will
be maintained at all times.
Chateau Talbot Drainage Improvements
– Chateau Rothchild Drive to Vintage Drive:
Phase I of this local drainage project is designed to improve drainage in the general area
of Chateau Talbot/Chateau Rothchild/Chateau
Latour. The work should be finished no later
than the end of May.

Vintage Drive/Medoc Drive Generator: A
four-month job to install a permanent generator at Medoc just west of Vintage Drive is part of
the city’s sewer improvements. Pile driving required to install this permanent generator into
the sewerage lift station will create some traffic
disruption. The goal is to have this generator
in operation soon after the June 1 start of the
hurricane season.
Veterans Boulevard – Salem Street to
Sharon Street: The federal government is paying for 80 percent of this project, designed to
resurface the road and install new shoulders.
In all likelihood, a lane will be maintained at
all times and flaggers will be on site to ensure
traffic moves smoothly.
West Return Levee Drainage Improvements: Some traffic disruptions are possible on
the very western end of Vintage Drive and West
Esplanade Avenue. The Corps of Engineers is in
charge of this project, which is expected to take
eight months to complete. Most of the work will
take place along the levee.
If you have any questions about the work
going on anywhere in the city, please contact the
Public Works Department at 468-7515.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Fasten your seat belts for 2013
national Click It or Ticket program
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief

YOU COULD WIN CASH INSTANTLY!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
NOW - JUNE 29• 12PM - 2AM
3 WINNERS PER DAY!

NEW ROYAL REWARDS MEMBERS;

CUT THIS COUPON AND BRING IN TO THE FAIR GROUNDS OTB & CASINO
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN UP TO $250 IN CASH INSTANTLY.
NAME: ____________________________________ DATE: ________________

NEW MEMBERS CAN WIN UP TO

$250 IN CASH INSTANTLY!
Must be a new Royal Rewards member to participate. Twin Spires members not eligible. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino
representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid
government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.
Kenner Star

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO
$70,000 Dynamite Dollars not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new Royal Rewards member to participate. Twin Spires members not eligible. Offer voided
if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any
time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

The Kenner
Police Department
is once again joining local and national law enforcement agencies and safety advocates across the country in
support of the 2013 National Click It or Ticket
Seat Belt Enforcement Mobilization, taking
place May 20 through June 2. Police will be ticketing unbelted vehicle occupants around the
clock during this period. It’s important that you
take heed of the life-saving benefits of wearing a
seatbelt and not disregard this essential safety
measure.
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, in 2010, 22,187 passenger vehicle
occupants were killed in motor vehicle crashes
and 51 percent of them were not wearing seat
belts at the time of their fatal crashes. Younger
motorists and men are particularly at risk. NHTSA data shows that among teen and young adult
passenger vehicle occupants in 2010, ages 18-34
who were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes,
62 percent were not buckled up at the time of the
crash – the highest percentage of any age group.
The number jumps to 66 percent when just men
in this age group are included.
Failure to wear a seat belt contributes to
more fatalities than any other single traffic-related
behavior – even drunk driving. Unfortunately, too
many people still need a tough reminder, so the

Kenner Police Department will be out in full force
day and night during the National Click It or Ticket
mobilization period, buckling down on those who
are not buckled up. While this year’s Click It or
Ticket enforcement mobilization runs from May
20 through June 2, motorists should know that officers are out enforcing seat belt laws year-round.
Drivers and passengers, seated in both the
front and rear seats of vehicles, are required by Louisiana law to buckle up or be protected by an age-appropriate child restraint. This law applies to vehicles
having a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less, which
includes vans and pick-up trucks. The Louisiana
Highway Safety Commission estimates that this law
could save 22 lives in Louisiana every year.
High-visibility enforcement such as the Click
It or Ticket mobilization is credited with increasing the national belt usage rate from 58 percent
in 1994 to an observed usage rate of 85 percent
in 2010. Belt usage saves thousands of lives each
year across America. NHTSA statistics show that
in 2010 alone, seat belts saved an estimated
12,546 lives nationwide. Please be a conscientious
driver and wear your seatbelt every time. Insist
that passengers in your vehicle do the same and
always check to make sure children are properly
fastened in their car seats.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.
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Potential fires risk preventions
By John Hellmers - Kenner Fire Chief
A recent fire in
a Kenner residence
motivated me to
choose dryer fires as
one of my topics for
this column. In this case the resident was home
and noticed the smell, investigated, saw smoke
coming from the laundry room and dialed 911 to
report the incident. Had the dryer been on with no
supervising adult in the house, this incident could
have had a tragic ending for a toddler inside.
This fire was caused by lint buildup in the
dryer venting system. Depending on how often
your dryer is used, the vent ducting system should
be cleaned once or twice a year. If your clothes are
taking longer than thirty minutes to dry or your
dryer gets hot while operating, a clogged venting
system may be the problem. It’s a good idea to periodically check the outside dryer vent while the
dryer is operating to make sure that air is exhausting properly. If not, there may be a blockage in the
vent system. The exhaust duct may have to be dis

connected from the dryer to be cleaned. If you are
not able to do this yourself, contact an appliance
repair service to have this done. By the way, wirebound vinyl duct (flexible ducting) is not allowed
in Kenner. It collapses easily, which can allow lint
buildup inside the duct and this type of ducting
can easily ignite. Rigid metal ducting is the best
way to vent your dryer. It will provide maximum
airflow, reduce operating costs and extend the life
of your dryer.
According to a 2012 USFA (United States
Fire Administration) clothes dryer fire report,
there are 2,900 clothes dryer fires every year in
residences (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission puts the number closer to 7,000), causing
five deaths, 100 injuries, and $35 million in property loss. Failure to clean dryers and their vent
ducting is the leading cause of clothes dryer fires
in residential buildings and 77 percent of these
fires occurred in one or two-family dwellings. The
report also put the average cost of a dryer fire at
$6,790, if confined to the room of origin. If the fire

Kenner-based companies report 732 new jobs
By Allan Katz
Kenner-based companies, participating in a
state program that give tax breaks or partial payroll rebates in exchange for the creation of new
jobs report that an estimated 732 permanent
jobs have been added to the Kenner-economy
since 2009.
Lacey G. Bordelon, director of economic development services at the Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission, says the job
estimate is based on reports from Kenner-based
companies that have signed up for the incentive
programs for the creation of permanent new jobs.
Tax incentive participants range in size from just
one employee to over 500 employees and in-

clude retailers, manufacturers, distributors and
restaurants, among other businesses.
Bordelon said one business adding new jobs
in Kenner is Revolution Foods, a national company that provides healthy meals to schools. The
company initially opened its culinary facility in
Kenner a year ago with 50 employees and since
then has added 40 additional employees for a total of 90 permanent jobs.
Kenner has partnered with JEDCO since
2009. JEDCO has assigned Bordelon to work
with Kenner on economic development projects
that include bringing new companies to Kenner
and helping existing companies expand.

was confined to the floor of origin, that number
jumps to $37,170. One more point to make regarding this recent fire, there were no smoke detectors
installed at this residence. Because of the generosity of a Kenner business, two smoke detectors
were supplied and installed at this residence after
the fire was extinguished.
Now let’s get on to my next topic regarding
grilling safely. Do you use a propane-fueled grill?
Have you read the instructions? Hannah Storm, an
anchor for ESPN’S SportsCenter, never read the
instructions that came with her propane gas grill.
Last December, she had turned on her grill and
went back inside to get the pork tenderloins that
were marinating. By the time she got back outside,
a gust of wind had blown out the flame. The lid
of the grill was open, so she attempted to light it
again by pushing the igniter button and caused an
explosion. A fireball came right at her face, causing her to close her eyes, which saved her corneas.
Her clothes and hair were on fire! She yelled to
her daughter, “Mommy’s on fire. Call 911.” What
resulted was first-degree burns on her face and
neck. Her hands and chest had second-degree

burns. What she wants everyone to know is that
she hadn’t read the safety instructions that came
with the grill. If the flame on your grill goes out
for any reason, turn the gas off and wait at least
15 minutes before attempting to light. Propane is
heavier than air and had not dissipated when she
attempted to relight the grill.
According to the NFPA (National Fire Protection Association), gas grills are involved in
over 7,100 home fires every year. Charcoal fueled grills are involved in over 1,000 home fires
a year. These fires cause an average of ten civilian deaths a year, 140 civilian injuries and $75
million in property damage. Remember to keep
children and pets away from the grilling area.
Keep your grill clean by removing grease from
grilling surfaces and trays below the grill and
never leave your grill unattended.
Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers can be
reached at 468-4000 or by email at fire@kenner.
la.us. The Kenner Fire Department website is
www.kenner.la.us/fire.html.

Department of Inspection and Code
Enforcement conducts District 1 sweep
The Kenner Department of Inspection
and Code Enforcement conducted a sweep in
Council District 1 on April 23, 2013. The sweep
was conducted in the 2600 and 2700 blocks
of Gadsden, Panama, Bessemer and Phoenix
streets.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory
Carroll said, “I want to commend the code
inspection department for doing a job that is
necessary because it’s not a glamorous task but
it is required to ensure a level of comfort for
property owners. Their safety concerns are being addressed. The property owners should be

confident that we will continue to do our job to
ensure that Kenner will be a safe place to live.”
The Code Enforcement Department issued 35 citations to properties during the
sweep.
There were 21 citations issued for high
grass, two for abandoned vehicles, two for
boarding issues, six for electrical violations
and four for building maintenance. In addition,
Entergy had one disconnect to an unoccupied
house and Cox Cable noted eight illegal connections.

City listening sessions open to public scheduled in each Kenner council district
The “Kenner 2030 Strategic Plan for a Pros- tions are listed below.
perous Future” was developed by Kenner Mayor
All meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. and
Michael S. Yenni’s 41-member Economic Develop- doors will open 15 minutes prior to start time.
ment Committee which was organized two years
To find a boundary map of each council district,
ago to develop a plan to promote a more prosper- visit www.kenner.la.us and go to “City Council” or
ous economic climate in the city. One part of the “Planning” pages.
comprehensive plan suggested hosting a series of
The intentions of the listening sessions are
listening sessions for residents. A session was held
to foster greater public trust in the transparency
in February as a “test run” and residents citywide
and effectiveness of city government. Kenner
were invited and attended. In the coming months, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newone session will be held in each council district. ton said the community listening sessions can
Mayor Yenni and the council members associated
have a great impact. “These sessions can reach
to each district will attend to hear resident con- far and wide to bring Kenner together as a comcerns in an informal setting. The dates and loca- munity. My hope is to get as many people involved

DISTRICT

DATE

1
2
3
4
5

5/29/2013
6/26/2013
7/24/2013
8/28/2013
9/25/2013

LOCATION
Heritage Hall, 303 Williams Blvd.
Kenner Council Chambers, 1801 Williams Blvd.
Driftwood Park Country Club, 94 Gelpi Ave.
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Dr.
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Dr.

as possible as we work together to move Kenner
forward. As Mayor Yenni has stated ‘cooperation
and community’ are what will make us a ‘community of choice.’” said Newton.

A full version of the comprehensive “Kenner
2030 Strategic Plan for a Prosperous Future” can
be found on the city of Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us under the “Government” tab.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Meeting Dates: May 2, 16 & 30
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
EAA_0513.indd 1
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Insurance

Relieving stress at work
By Marie M. Clesi
We live in a fast-paced world and
stress can come from just about anywhere.
Both at home and at work, the effects of
long-term stress – physical health problems, trouble concentrating, anxiety, depression, anger and even suicide – can be devastating.
While marriage, divorce and moving are often ranked as the three
most stressful events in contemporary life, stress at the workplace is not far
behind. According to a 2008 American Psychological Association study, 74
percent of people surveyed reported work as the most significant source of
stress in their lives.
While people can certainly thrive in high-stress situations, ignoring
long-term stress at work can be damaging to your health and career.

Saeed ahmed, m.d.

InternISt & nephrologISt
Now accepting new
and old patients

3321 Florida Avenue • Kenner
1
4/26/13
504-469-4646
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take in long, deep breaths through your nose, then slowly exhale through
your mouth. Do this for several minutes – you might try closing your eyes,
too. You’ll be amazed how effective it can be.
Change your habits away from work
It’s possible that your daily routines and habits, unquestioned and developed over the years, are contributing to an intolerable amount of stress.
Sometimes it’s the simplest aspects of our lives that need to be revamped.
Get more sleep
Sleep deprivation and stress go hand-in-hand and, in fact, form a vicious cycle, one problem encouraging and contributing to the other. We need
sleep to rest and process stress. And yet the trends are moving in the wrong
direction. A 2005 National Sleep Foundation poll found that U.S. residents
sleep, on average, two hours less than they did in the 19th century and one
hour less than 50 years ago. In general, adults need seven to nine hours of
sleep a night.
Exercise more
People have a built-in ability to fight stress: physical exercise. Scientists and health-care professionals are virtually unanimous in touting the
benefits of a regular exercise routine. Jogging, biking, swimming, walking
or just about anything else that gets your heart rate up will increase your
brain’s production of endorphins and improve your mood.
Leave for work early
You might just think of yourself as always on the go, but rushing to get
to work is a bad start to any day.
Try this experiment: For a week, leave home 15 minutes before your
usual departure time and see what kind of impact it has.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is
a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing
auto, home, renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial
services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Community

Kenner recycling program exceed hopes of advocates

Lake
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Florida Ave
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Williams Blvd.
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That said, stress management is never out of your hands. There are
plenty of changes you can make to help control it.
Change your habits at work
While general pressure, deadlines, increased responsibilities and fear
of termination can all contribute to a generally stressful atmosphere, that
doesn’t mean you have to remain passive at the workplace. Listed below are
some modifications you can make that might help.
Know yourself
Oftentimes, we’re not even aware of the stress we’re under, or if we are,
we’re not sure of the source.
Try to stay in tune with your body and your emotions while you’re
at work. Does your heart rate spike in certain situations? Note it. Do
you find yourself particularly aggressive or angry around certain people?
Note it. Is there a certain responsibility that makes you break into a cold
sweat? Note it.
Once you become aware of specific triggers for stress, it’s possible
you’ll be able to do something about them.
Work on your communication skills
Talking through your problems with a manager or a coworker in a
calm, reasoned manner can go a long way toward repairing interpersonal
relationships and ultimately reducing stress in the workplace. If you find
yourself in a particularly heated or emotional exchange, consider taking a
break and resuming the conversation later. Don’t be excessively negative toward coworkers, even if you disagree with them. And if you have a complaint
or a problem to raise, work out beforehand what you want to say. Communicating your thoughts and feelings successfully can be a major relief of stress.
Practice deep breathing exercises
You might not know it, but when you’re anxious or stressed, chances
are your breathing is shallow and irregular. This creates a bad feedback loop,
as irregular breathing can cause even more stress.
Take a few minutes each day to focus on deep breathing. Not only will
it calm you down, but it can clear your mind and help you work.
Counseling, yoga and meditation all offer specific methods of deep
breathing, but the general idea is usually the same. While sitting up straight,
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Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007
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When the administration of Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni decided
in January to offer the public a drive-by recycling program, they weren’t
sure that anyone would want to recycle aluminum, tin, paper and steel
items.
To their pleasant surprise, the response to the pilot program has
been enormous and, if approved in the upcoming city budget, the city
plans to place a larger recycling container at the Kenner City Park. They
also are going to place a test container at a new location, the North Kenner
Park located off of 38th Street near Williams Boulevard in District 3.
“We’re very pleased and a little overwhelmed by the public’s response,”
says Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton. “So many people have taken advantage of our drive-by locations that we’ve received a
volume of recycled materials beyond what we expected and what we bud-

geted for. The budget we thought would last a year has been used up by the
recycling response in the first quarter of 2013. It’s clear that a significant
number of Kenner residents think recycling is an excellent idea and don’t
mind bringing their recycled items to locations in the community.”
The city has partnered with Ramelli Waste to bring recycling to
Kenner. Acceptable recyclables include plastics, aluminum, tin and steel
items as well as paper products such as magazines, phone books, newspapers and junk mail. Cardboard boxes and other boxes must be folded and
flattened. Shredded paper materials must be placed in plastic bags.
“We’re very pleased by the response to the recycling program and
we’re going to do all that we can to accommodate everyone who wants to
recycle,” said Newton.

Kenner offers Movies in the Park every Saturday in May

SMALL JOBS

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

By Allan Katz

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

The city of Kenner has announced the return of “Movies in the
The lineup includes
Park,” a free community event sponsored by the Department of Parks “Ice Age: Continental Drift”
and Recreation. Beginning on Saturday, May 4, and continuing through
on May 4, “The Amazing
May 25, 2013, the city of Kenner will offer “Movies in the Park,” a free
Spiderman” on May 11,
event that is open to the public in Kenner’s Heritage Park in Rivertown. “Wreck-It Ralph” on May 18
The event will feature full-length family oriented features displayed
and “Grease” on May 25. In
in high definition on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen. Visitors are en- conjunction with the showcouraged to bring chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which will be
ing of “Grease” before the
reminiscent of an old time drive-in movie theater. Concessions will be
movie, at 6:00 p.m., a classic car show will
available for sale. In order to keep the movies free, no outside food or
be presented by the Crescent City Cruisers. Attendees are encourdrink will be permitted. Showtime is at 8:00 p.m. each Saturday in May. aged to wear their favorite 50s costume.
For more information call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.

1/25/13 7:33 PM
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Health
Instability common after ankle
sprains
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Ankle sprains
are among the
most common orthopedic injuries and account for up to 40
percent of all sports injuries. Ankle sprains
most commonly involve the lateral or outside
ankle ligaments and result from inversion
injuries. Treatment of acute ankle sprains
includes rest, elevation, ice and compression. Use of a support brace which restricts
inversion can be helpful. Most patients with
ankle sprains fully recover without sequelae
but up to 20 percent of patients experience
ankle instability. Instability of the ankle is
characterized by repeated ankle sprains,
pain, swelling, apprehension and problems
with walking on uneven surfaces.
Diagnosis of ankle instability is made
by a careful history, physical examination
and radiographs. Patients with ankle instability typically report a history of multiple
12h_DealnDougs_rev.pdf
4/25/13
9:48 PM
repeated
inversion ankle1 injuries.
Physical
exam findings including a positive anterior
drawer are helpful in diagnosing instability.
Radiographs including three views of the
ankle as well as stress views are helpful in
making the diagnosis of instability.
Most patients with ankle instability respond well to nonsurgical treatment.

A physical therapy program which emphasizes muscular strengthening and proprioceptive training is often successful in improving
ankle stability. Use of a functional ankle
brace or taping can help limit ankle sprains.
Patients who continue to experience functional instability despite an adequate trial of
nonsurgical treatment are considered candidates for surgical reconstruction. The preferred technique for reconstruction involves
plication or shortening of the stretched
lateral ankle ligaments. Certain types of
ankle instability require tendon grafting or
realignment surgery. Overall success rates
for ankle reconstructions for instability are
high. To properly diagnose and treat ankle
instability, an evaluation by your orthopedic
surgeon is necessary.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years
experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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Law
Seeking an exit strategy
By Steven A. Watts
What would be
the value of a piece of
property that has no
access to a public road
or highway? Not very much. If you can’t get access to
your property, what’s the use in owning it? Since most
of us don’t travel in our own small plane or helicopter, road access via an automobile is essential. Since
public policy seeks to keep all property “in commerce,”
the Louisiana Civil Code provides for a special right of
passage to the owner of an enclosed estate.
Louisiana Civil Code Article 689 provides in part:
“The owner of an estate that has no access to a public
road may claim a right of passage over neighboring
property to the nearest public road.” This type of servitude is contained under the section of the Code providing for Predial Servitudes. This type of servitude “runs
with the land” and thus is not personal in nature. The
servitude is in favor of the “dominant estate,” (in this
case the enclosed property) and is provided over the
property of the “serviant estate.” Since this servitude is
codified, it exists even though there is no specific contractual grant of such a right. However, the location
and placement of the servitude is not left completely
to the discretion of the owner of the dominant estate.
Louisiana Civil Code Article 692 provides: “The owner
of the enclosed estate may not demand the right of
passage anywhere he chooses. The passage generally
shall be taken along the shortest route from the enclosed estate to the public road at the location least injurious to the intervening lands.” Also the law provides
the owner of the servient estate the right to relocate

GIFT CA RD

one great mom.
GOOD FOR MASSAGES, FACIALS AND

Massage Envy Spa gift cards: New ways to relax for the mom
who does it all. Ready to gift for Mother’s Day– Sunday, May 12
at your local Massage Envy Spa.

39

$

Introductory 1-hour
massage session*

49

$

Introductory 1-hour Murad®
Healthy Skin facial session*

KENNER

MassageEnvy.com

819 W. Esplanade Ave.
corner of Chateau Blvd.
(504) 496-9000

Convenient Hours · Franchises Available
M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm,
Sun 10am-6pm

*One-hour session consists of a 50-minute massage or facial and time for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change.
Rates and services may vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. Each clinic is a member of the Massage Envy
network of independently owned and operated franchises. ©2013 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

the servitude of passage to a more convenient location
at his expense, provided that such relocation provides
the same facility to the owner of the enclosed estate.
When a dispute arises as to the existence of a
right of passage, often the right is not properly identified and described in a legal document. The owner of
the property which is subject to the right of passage
will often argue that the right was a “personal servitude” and therefore expired upon the death of the
original owner of the servitude. Whether one seeks
to either bestow or benefit from a servitude, it is very
important that a lawyer well-versed in real estate matters be engaged to properly draft and designate the
specific right being granted. A well-drafted servitude
agreement will make it less likely that a dispute will
arise with the concomitant litigation. The savings in
legal costs and fees can be substantial.
Your real estate is oftentimes one’s most treasured investment. Legal access is probably the most
valuable single component of that investment. When
transferring property, careful consideration should be
given to matters of accessibility.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200
S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate law
are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the
owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

E2843
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CONNECTING THE DOTS TO HIGHER ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
On-site Registration
Begins May 6, 2013

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm

[

Grades 2nd – 8th
 Foster Academic Mastery of Basic Skills in Reading, Writing,
Critical Thinking, and Math
 Encourage self-confidence, persistence, and perseverance for
learning
 Meet new friends and have fun, fun, fun!
“We specialize in providing an exciting summer learning experience where students laugh, learn,
and grow together!”
For more information call the MLK Center at 466-0697
Michael S. Yenni
Mayor

Arleeta O. Terrell, Director
Community Development

This camp is made possible in part by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. Income guidelines apply.

Health
Exercise increases your quality
of life
By Craig Goodwin
May is national
“Physical Fitness and
Sports” month. The
benefits in becoming more active as well as participating in sports are well documented. Adults and
children alike need to spend more time exercising
and less time idle in other activities. Every U.S. adult
should accumulate 30 minutes or more of moderateintensity physical activity on most, preferably all,
days of the week.
By exercising regularly you’re apt to work better, sleep better and be more alert and energetic
than inactive individuals. Benefits of exercise include: higher metabolism and weight loss, lower
blood pressure, lower risk of heart attack and stress
relief. Some interesting statistics on the benefits of
exercise include burning 1,000 calories a week which
can lower your stroke risk by 24 percent. Exercising
for 14 minutes, five days per week can decrease your
death risk from coronary heart disease by 46 percent.
Regular exercise decreases breast cancer risk by 20
percent and unfit men are 80 percent more likely to
die of cancer than fit men.
With our children, it is sedentary behavior that
leads to their problems with obesity. Every child
should accumulate 30 to 60 minutes of moderateintensity physical activity daily. As they get older, it
can be a challenge for kids to get enough daily activ-

ity. Reasons include increasing demands of school,
a feeling among some kids that they aren’t good at
sports, a lack of active role models and busy working families. The benefits of regular exercise for
children include creating strong muscles and bones,
weight control, decreased risk of developing type 2
diabetes, better sleep and a having a better outlook
on life. Healthy, physically active kids also are more
likely to be academically motivated, alert and successful.
Physical fitness and participating in sports are
life-long activities that should be the achievement
objective for all of us. Physical therapy is not only
the healthcare profession for the treatment of injury
or illness, but the healthcare profession for injury
prevention. Exercise is the medicine that is the most
effective in preventing injury and illness.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at
two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank.
Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department of Allied Health Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via
email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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Banking
Seven easy ways to have your identity stolen
By Guy Williams
We have worked
with several folks
who suffered the misfortune of identity
theft. The experience is grueling and in some cases
may even lead to an inadvertent arrest for unpaid
bounced checks. You do not want to call your family from Central Lockup even if you are completely
innocent. In the movie “Identity Thief,” Jason Bateman has his identity stolen by Sandy Patterson.
This movie actually depicts the reality and the fear
that you experience with identity theft as things
spiral out of control.
If your life is a little dull and you want to be
the next victim, try any of the following seven bad
strategies listed below.
Facebook postings
What is in your personal profile? If you include your hometown, birthday, college, family
names, etc., you may have inadvertently given an
identity thief all the information they need to steal
your identity. Also if you have your home address
and location tracking, burglars may now have the
information they need to break into your home.
Think about it – they know where you live, they
know who lives with you and now you just posted
that your family and yourself are in Florida.
There is nothing wrong with posting vacation
pictures, but either omit your home address on
your profile or post the pictures after you get back
from your trip.
One security question that credit card compa-

nies often ask is where and how much did you last
charge. If you are constantly posting your personal
information, an observant crook now knows the
answer to your security questions because you gave
them your tracking data inadvertently.
Giving up your own personal information
Most identity thieves use a very simple way to
get confidential information, they ask for it. They
often call and pretend to be the bank or a survey or
simply use email. When you provide your information to unsecure sites on the Internet, thieves can
easily access the site. In addition, when you click
on links such as the Nigerian letter, Canadian pharmacy or Ukrainian dating site, malicious software
can be downloaded that will send your personal
information directly to the crooks.
Dumpster diving
Some thieves go through the trash to secure
bank statements, insurance policies and credit
card bills. With this information they are in position
to steal your identity. Shred any financial information before you throw it away.
Internet purchases
Buying on the Internet can be problematic.
In addition to hurting local business and reducing
sales tax revenue in Louisiana, you can end up giving away your identity. Most sites would like for you
to register, set up a password and give them payment and delivery information. Usually purchasing
online presents no problems; however, if the company has a data breech your information is now
compromised. Also most folks tend to use the same

username and password; in turn you are now giving your personal information to multiple accounts.
Unless you use one vendor frequently, it is better to

May Events

sign in as a guest and not store your information.
page 12

We are THEATRE. We ARE fun!

EvERy SATuRdAy Improvisational Comedy with Brown 10:30PM
May 10-11, 17-18 & 24-25 8PM
“Fully Committed” - A delicious Comedy Play starring Kyle daigrepont
May 12 6PM
Mother’s day Celebration featuring the comedy of Becky Allen and Jodi Borrello
with Soulful music by Linda Wright and her band Phlavaz! Special discount for Mom.
May 31 8PM Comedy Class Graduation Performance
501 Williams Blvd. in Historic Rivertown | Tickets: 287-4707 • www.Castle501.com
Brinkman’s Menswear, 3020 Severn Ave, Metairie 455-8284
Proudly supports the Castle Theatre.

Chateau Golf and Country Club
ChiLdren’S SuMMer ProGrAMS
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Golf Clinics – Ages 7 & up

Interactive golf clinic – 9 to 10:30 am, Tuesday – Friday
Putting, chipping & bunker shots, long & short Irons, fairway woods &
tee shots Other activities are Chateau Putt Putt, golf course etiquette,
dress code & actual playing on the course
Sessions: June 4 – 7, July 9 -12
Member rate: $65 per member per session
Non-member rate: $85 per non-member
Includes Chateau Jr. golf tee shirt, refreshments during camp, nutritional snacks
Call Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional Wayne Fuselier at 467-1351
Email golfpro@chateaugcc.com for additional information or questions

Swim Team – Ages 3-18

Tennis Camps – Ages 5-11

Tennis will be played in the mornings and afternoons, with swimming
and lunch during the middle portions of the day. Half days also available.
The instruction for the tennis will be a fun, games-based approach using the
QuickStart format. There will also be introductory golf lessons one day per week.
Tues-Fri, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
June 4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 25-28 & July 9-12, 16-19, 23-26
Member rate: $160/week, $50/day, $30/half day (9:00-12:00 or 12:00-3:00)
Non-member rate: $200/week, $60/ day, $35/half day
Includes t-shirt, refreshments, nutritional snacks & lunch on full days
For more information or to reserve your spot call 467-1351 or email tennis@chateaugcc.com.

Members and grandchildren of members only
The Chateau Stingrays welcomes all previous and new members ages to
join our summer league swim team. With an emphasis on stroke development and
friendly competition among other local country clubs, the Swim Team offers its
members an excellent coaching staff and the opportunity to develop into a stronger and
safer swimmer. Practice in mid-May. Meets will be held on Wednesdays in June
and Monday, July 1 (Divisional Championship-July 8, City Meet—July 9)
Cost is $80/child & per $65/additional child
Packets available at front desk & www.chateaugcc.com

Swim Lessons

Open to members and non-members
Private, semi-private & group lessons start first week of June
For more information or to register visit www.selaaquatics.com.

Mini-Arts Camp – Ages 5-12

Member rate: $60 per child per week. Non-member rate: $75 per child per week
Kids will enjoy jewelry making, painting and all sorts of fun arts & craft projects
Tuesday-Friday 1:00-3:00 pm on June 11-14 & July 9-12
Includes light snacks & beverages. Call Allison - 467-1351

Chateau Golf & Country Club

3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.
Chateau CC Summer Programs_0513.indd 1

4/28/13 8:25 PM
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Ochsner-Kenner educated local high school students at driver safety program
By Paolo Zambito
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
recently completed
a partnership with
the Louisiana State Police and Interim LSU Public
Hospital to deliver a unique, educational experience
for teens. The Sudden Impact Program is designed
to prevent fatalities and injuries from distracted,
impaired and unrestrained driving by employing a
multidisciplinary approach to educate and offer alternatives to risk taking behaviors that often result
in death or injury. Sudden Impact was designed to
prevent fatalities and injuries from driving impaired,
distracted and/or unrestrained. The program provides testimony to the ramifications of driving while
impaired from a medical, law enforcement and
victim perspective. The seven-hour program is designed for high school sophomores and places the
teens in an unfamiliar environment while providing education on laws, decisions, communication
and impairment. Troopers and trauma prevention
specialists and nurses talk to teens about the importance of seat belt use, the dangers of texting and
driving and the dangers of impaired driving.
Ochsner-Kenner was paired with the 201213 sophomore class at Archbishop Chapelle High
School, offering classes and sessions to demonstrate
how bad decisions such as drinking and driving can
negatively impact their lives. Nearly 180 students
participated in this five-hour program which took
place at the Medical Office Building Auditorium at
Ochsner-Kenner.

0612_Orthopedic Center.indd 1

“This was a collective effort to spread the message of safe driving to the teens in our community,”
said Debbie Goodlett, MSN,RN, director of in-patient telemetry unit at Ochsner-Kenner and Sudden
Impact facilitator.
Over the last four years, over 700 young adults
have lost their lives as a result of a motor vehicle
crash – 45 percent of those fatal crashes involved alcohol. Almost 59,000 young adults have been injured
in motor vehicle crashes. Although the numbers are
declining in Louisiana, motor vehicle crashes remain the number one cause of death for adolescents.
The program provides testimony to the ramifications of driving while impaired from a medical,
law enforcement and victim perspective. This places the teens in a neutral environment while providing education on laws, decisions, communication
and impairment. Troopers and trauma prevention
specialists and nurses talk to teens about the importance of seat belt use, the dangers of texting and
driving and the dangers of impaired driving. They
also include mock crashes conducted at all schools
participating in Sudden Impact, mock trials to reinforce content and parent education.
OMC-Kenner is proud to team up with the
Sudden Impact Program. We are committed to the
success of this program and hope to expand this
throughout the community. Our goal is to provide
our youth with the proper tools and knowledge to
be safer drivers.
For more information on how to sign up for the
Ochsner-Kenner Sudden Impact program, please

visit www.mclno.org/trauma or call 903-3181.

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission is to improve the high level of quality patient
care to local residents and the surrounding communities by focusing considerable efforts on increasing
Ochsner’s support of the community as well as ex-

Guy Williams
from page 11

Public Wi-Fi
Wow, what a great convenience. If you are using public Wi-Fi do not go to your bank’s website and
do not use password-protected sites. Someone can
easily be looking at all of the data that passes over
a public site.
Carrying your social security card
This may be convenient, but if your purse or
wallet is lost or stolen, you are a cooked goose. The
driver’s license plus social security card is all that
the thieves need to hijack your identity.
Poor password management
We talked about this before. Do not use the
same password for everything. Create a really tough
password for your banking and financial transactions. Do not use this for anything else and do not
store it online.
Identity theft is great for criminals. They rarely
get caught and when they do, they rarely go to jail.

panding medical services in the city. Zambito serves
on the boards of the Louisiana Emergency Response
Network (LERN) Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of Kenner and is a
member of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce and
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana. For
more information on the services and physicians at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.
For these reasons, the crooks spend a lot of time
working to steal your identity.
Don’t be a victim and remember your banker will never call and ask for your password or
account number over the phone.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

5/25/12 7:44 PM
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A world class airport for a world class city
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
On Wednesday,
April 17, the New Orleans Aviation Board
took action to accept
the recommendation from consultants contracted to do
a study for the location of a new terminal. Four alternative sites were reviewed. The alternative options were
refurbishing the existing terminal site or build a new
terminal on the south side, west side or north side of the
existing campus. The recommended alternative that
was approved by the board was the option for the north
side of the airfield. The completed comprehensive
analysis came less than two years after New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu requested the Aviation Board
undertake an in-depth and robust analysis of the four
proposals for the future of the airport from the airport’s
master plan. The study looked at financial feasibility,
environmental impact, design and operational impacts,
including potential uses for the existing terminal and
surrounding infrastructure.

various airport self-generated funds along with federal
and state aviation grants. The city of New Orleans will
not be funding any part of the new terminal projects. To
streamline the remaining design and construction process, the city of New Orleans and New Orleans Aviation
Board are seeking approval from the state legislature to
use the Construction Manager At Risk method (SB 65
by Senator Ed Murray). The proposed terminal will be
on the existing airport property.
Mayor Landrieu said, “The Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport serves as a gateway to
millions of tourists and business travelers each year
and is a critical driver for the creation of jobs and
economic development. It makes economic sense (to
build the new terminal) and will create 13,000 jobs
in construction. This project is about investing in the
future.” Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni said, “This couldn’t
come at a better time for the city of Kenner, which is
also looking to embark on an ambitious beautification
and improvement program for our major corridors and

Artist rendering of new north side terminal planned for Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

To book a flight you must visit the Vacation Express website at www.vacationexpress.com or telephone 1-800309-4717. Cancun will be our 40th non-stop destination
and our second non-stop international destination. The
other international destination is Toronto, Canada. Daily service to Toronto is provided by international carrier,
Air Canada.
As you can see, from new air service to a new terminal, the New Orleans Aviation Board is working to
provide travel opportunities and facilities that our community deserves and wants. I look forward to briefing
you on our continued progress in the months ahead.

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may
be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your local
listings for the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport
Alive,” or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the
“News and Stats” page. You can now follow the airport
on facebook.com/MSYAirport and Twitter @ twitter.com/
NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website
homepage.














 


TO I-10 AND LOYOLA BLVD.

Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair. Thinning Hair Experts.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

EXISTING AIRPORT
AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD

Completion Date: May 2018

Terminal layout is conceptual and does not represent a final terminal design.

The need for a new terminal is predicated on the
age and operational efficiency of the existing structure.
The current airport terminal is on-average 30 years old,
and its infrastructure and set up will over time have the
potential to drive up operational costs to high, unsustainable levels. The existing terminal also generates
relatively low revenue from parking and concessions
due to the layout of the facility. This high cost, low revenue model makes costs higher for the airlines to operate, and therefore puts the airport at a competitive
disadvantage for attracting new flights and business.
Even though a $300 plus million modernization has just
been completed in advance of Super Bowl XLVII, the
behind-the-wall infrastructure is in need of an overhaul.
This became especially obvious during the renovation.
According to the results of the analysis the north alternative will provide the best opportunity for revenue
growth and sustainable operating costs, in addition to
giving the airport and region the best job and economic
development potential. It is expected to create over
13,000 construction jobs.
The north side terminal project will cost approximately $650 million with possible additions that include
a $72 million power plant project, $87 million for a flyover addition from I-10 to improve access to the airport
and $17 million for a potential on-site hotel. The total
cost is estimated at $826 million. Pending completion of
environmental reviews, which will include community
engagement, construction is expected to commence in
2014 with a target completion date of May 2018 which
coincidentally will be the 300 year anniversary of the
city of New Orleans. The funding sources will come from

intersections.” And St. Charles Parish President V.J. St.
Pierre said, “As our region continues to grow, it is important for all of us to unite behind a modern terminal that
will represent the strength of the entire greater New
Orleans region. In addition, the growth of the airport’s
multimodal cargo capabilities will continue to expand
our thriving economy. This expansion will provide jobs
and increased tax revenues for St. Charles Parish in a
relatively short amount of time.” City Council members
from New Orleans and Kenner, the New Orleans metro
legislative delegation, regional civic, business and tourism leaders agree. For information about this exciting
project, visit our website, www.flymsy.com and click on
the “A World Class Airport” link on the home page, then
scroll down to the “Executive Summary” link at the bottom of that page for more detail.
In other news, I am pleased to announce that direct flight service to Cancun will begin on May 26 from
Armstrong International Airport. Vacation Express, one
of the largest tour operators in the southeast United
States with over 22 years of experience in the charter
business has announced non-stop seasonal service
through August 11, 2013. The air service will be aboard
an Aero México B737-700 aircraft that has a seating capacity of 124 passengers (12 first class and 112 coach
seats). The weekly flight will operate on Sundays. The
scheduled flights will be on Aero México flight 9278
that departs Cancun at 10:40 a.m. and arrives in New
Orleans at 12:55 p.m. The return will be on Aero México
flight 9279 that departs New Orleans at 2:10 p.m. and
arrives in Cancun at 4:25 p.m. All flights are currently
on sale and filed with the Department of Transportation.
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Purchase of $400 or More

Purchase of $500 or More

Must be presented at time of purchase, gift certificates excluded

Kenny Polizzi, Nick Gambino,
Scott Zimmerman (owner)

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
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give aveda–
and watch love grow.

When should a timing belt be
replaced?

Remember Mother’s Day–

Sunday, May 12th
Give a gift they’re sure to love, the gift of Aveda. Pre-made gift sets,
custom gift sets and gift cards are available in any dollar amount.

By Scott Zimmerman

Buy $100 gift card & receive $30 product spa gift

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com
701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Mon.-Sat. 8-8
504-575-3013

Restaurant

Come and enjoy the best home cooking!
Baleadas, Pupusas, Carne Asada, Fajitas
Soups, Salads and much more!

ing
Catfeorr
Parties

Milk shakes
& Natural Drinks

3108 Georgia Ave. Kenner, La 70065
0213_Georgias.indd 1

1/25/13 7:56 PM

the power

of now
It’s what you need for how you live.
At AT&T we’re committed to bringing
you the innovative communications
services you need, when you need
them. We can help you stay in touch
with family and friends. And, we
keep you entertained and informed.
It’s what we do—now, and always.

© 2013 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

Most
people
make sure to keep
their vehicles maintained properly yet not commonly known by most
as one of the greatest dangers in cars with high
mileage is the potential failure of a vehicle’s timing belt.
The timing belt serves a very important part
when it comes to making your vehicle’s engine
run. The timing belt is the belt that controls the
camshafts in your engine and keeps the entire operation running smoothly. Timing belts are present
in engines with overhead cams and are essential
to keep these cams turning at the right time in order to keep the engine running. A camshaft is the
shaft that opens and closes the intake and exhaust
valves in your engine, both letting air in to create
combustion and venting the exhaust that comes
from those explosions. A timing belt must be properly calibrated in order to move in time with the
motion of the pistons.
The two most important terms referring to
timing belts are interference engines and noninterference engines. Interference engines have
a very, very small amount of space between the
valves and pistons, while non-interference engines
tend to have a lot more room. The different types
of engines make a major difference when figuring
out how bad a timing belt failure can be for your
engine. In an interference engine, with little space
between the valves and pistons, a slip or break in
the belt can send a piston flying into an open valve.
When this happens, it is similar to the engine selfdestructing, as it will soon become nothing more
than an unusable mess of metal. This is not to say
that a timing belt failure in a non-interference engine will not be damaging, as it can still cause a
great deal of damage to many engine components.
A timing belt failure in a non-interference engine
will generally not cripple the motor.

A failure in the timing belt will cause your
car’s engine to suddenly stop regardless of the motor type. You will not be able to get it started again
and will have to be towed. This could turn into a
nightmare. But timing belt failures are usually easy
to prevent which is less expensive than buying a
new car or a new engine.
Whenever the timing belt is changed make
sure to write down the mileage at that time.
If you purchased your vehicle used and are
unaware if the timing belt was changed, look under the hood for a mileage sticker which would
indicate it was changed. To be safe, if you can’t
find that information, it may be better to have the
belt changed. Your owner’s manual for your vehicle
should specify when the belt should be changed.
The general rule of thumb is that a timing belt
should be changed every 60,000 to 75,000 miles, but
some belts are designed to last up to 100,000 miles
before requiring a change. It is best not to let a belt
go more than 80,000 miles or so, even if the recommended change point is a lot higher. Changing your
belt early is definitely a lot safer for your engine and a
little money out of pocket can save you a lot of money
or prevent you from having to replace your vehicle.
Even though you have your oil changed every
3,000 miles and do all of your scheduled repair
services, nothing can save you from a timing belt
failure. Make sure to get your timing belt replaced
regularly and by a certified mechanic. It can mean
the difference between a good running car and
useless piece of metal.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Be aware of life insurance
scam when buying a vehicle
By Doug Turner
So you finally
agree on a price when
buying a vehicle and you think you are home free.
There you are, sitting in the finance office, dotting
Is and crossing Ts, barely paying attention.
The finance manager slips in a credit life insurance policy.
“It’s standard,” he explains. “It’s simply to
protect your family in the case that you pass away
before this loan is paid off.”
True. This policy will pay off your loan for you
if you kick the bucket before you kick the loan.
That could be a good thing for your family if you’re
not otherwise insured.
But it’s not standard, and it’s not for everyone.
My major point about credit life insurance is
that that it must be your choice to include it or not.
You should request a full presentation of the
features and benefits of the policy and talk it over
with your family, taking your existing insurance

coverage into consideration, before making a decision.
Under no circumstance should this be snuck
in or presented as a mandatory item.
It’s up to you to be diligent.
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s
Autoplex, which stocks all types of vehicles, cars,
trucks, SUVs and vans priced from $5,000 to
$25,000, located at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in
Metairie. Turner, in the automobile business for
over 30 years and a fourteen year member of the
Better Business Bureau, was appointed in 2009
by Governor Bobby Jindal to the board of the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, which licenses
and oversees the used vehicle industry in Louisiana. Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or online
at doug@dealndougs.com.

KENNER STR  MAY 2013

Sports
Saints face tough schedule

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is
the also the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

T

consecutive games with a touchdown pass of 54 should
he throw one in his first five games of the regular season before facing Brees and the Saints. The Saints
enjoy a bye after the game at New England, prior to
hosting Buffalo. The bye comes after six games. While
you would like the bye to come a bit later in the season,
it is not an awful time to have a week off.
When the Saints travel to Chicago on Sunday, October 6, they will go against former New Orleans tackle
Jermon Bushrod. Traditionally, the Saints, including
under Sean Payton, have struggled at Soldier Field, its
off field surface, windy conditions and hostile fans.
Another quirk in the schedule has the Saints facing the Panthers twice in a 14-day span. Carolina is at
New Orleans on Sunday, December 8 before the Saints
travel to Charlotte on Sunday, December 22. That is an
unfortunate circumstance for both teams. Familiarity
breeds contempt. No one wants to see a team that frequently in such a short period of time.
Clearly, the key for the Saints is to get off to a
solid start, preferably 3-1 or better going into the week
five game at Chicago. A two-game stretch at home
against Buffalo and on the road against the Jets is one
the Saints can sweep. If they can get to December at
.500 or better, the odds to reach the playoffs increase.
The final four games are against Carolina (twice),
at St. Louis and against Tampa Bay. The three teams
combined to go 21-26-1 a year ago.
The 2013 New Orleans Saints opponents combined to go 108-96-2 in 2012, not exactly the kind of
records you expect to face coming off of a 7-9 finish.
Of course, the record for a previous season is
not necessarily an accurate predictor for how tough
a schedule is the following season. We know Atlanta,
New England, San Francisco and Seattle will be very
good. Tampa Bay and Carolina should continue to
improve. St. Louis is improving. Arizona and Chicago
have new coaches. Buffalo has a new quarterback. Everything changes.
Obviously, the biggest change for the Saints is
having Payton back. Personnel moves must pan out
but Payton gives Drew Brees and his teammates a
swagger that was clearly missing a year ago.
In the final analysis, you line up and you play the
schedule. Time will tell just how tough it is. If you have
a good team, you will navigate it, as Payton has in previous playoff seasons. The Saints will have a legitimate
shot to return to the playoffs in 2013, though they are
not a Super Bowl favorite.
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It does not seem
to add up. The record
did not equate to the
result.
The 2013 New Orleans Saints schedule is a difficult one but one that Sean Payton can navigate.
Most notably, the Saints must face the suddenly
powerful NFC West, which includes two of the top
three teams in the conference in San Francisco and
Seattle. Throw in two games against NFC South power
Atlanta, traveling to Chicago and New England and
you have some daunting challenges. Unfortunately
for the Saints, traveling to Seattle, the sight of where
the 2010 season ended unceremoniously, will be a very
tough assignment. At least there is no trip to Green
Bay this year.
Opening with the Falcons in the Mercedes-Benz
Superdome on September 8 is a blockbuster matchup.
Clearly, the Falcons are the team to beat in the NFC
South. Clearly, the Saints have matched up well with
Atlanta and are at home. This is a huge game.
Back it up with another division battle at Tampa
Bay and you can understand why it is imperative for
the Saints to get off to a good start, unlike in 2012.
There is an eerie similarity to last year’s schedule. In 2012, the Saints were 5-5 going into a big home
game with San Francisco. They lost at home, lost the
following week at Atlanta on a Thursday night and
then at the Meadowlands to the Giants and the season
was effectively over.
In 2013, the Saints host the 49ers in week 10 on
a Sunday before coming back to play at Atlanta again
on a Thursday and then travel northwest to Seattle to
complete a torturous three-game stretch that could
make or break the season.
New Orleans will have a chance to make a statement at the end of the season, closing with division rivals Carolina (on the road) and Tampa Bay (at home).
The hope is that the Saints will still be in the hunt for a
division title and playoff appearance.
Despite going 7-9 in 2012, the Saints remain an
attraction, a glamour team for the networks. New Orleans will appear four times in prime time, including
a Monday Night Football date against the Dolphins
in the Superdome on September 30, a Sunday night
home game against the Cowboys on November 10, the
Thursday night game at Atlanta on November 21 and
at Seattle on December 2 for another Monday night
contest. Schedule makers are banking on Sean Payton
making a difference. So are Saints fans.
Another marquee matchup pits the Saints at Gillette Stadium to face the Patriots on October 13. Fortunately, it comes early enough in the season to likely
avoid bad weather.
If you do not believe the NFL is aware of records
and circumstances, you had better think twice. Tom
Brady may have a chance to tie Drew Brees’ record for

www.chateaucafe.com

Automatic

By Ken Trahan
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MEMORIAL DAY
CELEBRATION
10:00 a.m. Thursday, May 23. 2013
Veterans Park 1801 Williams Blvd.
Navy Band
New Orleans Performing

FREE EVENT!

AutomAtic trAnsmission • Dennis Automotive
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm • Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com

Treat Your
Mother on
Mother’s Day!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic
We’re your
BOILING
headquarters!

top off
Your tank

PROPANE
Sold bY
the gallon

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light,
miller lite, and
coors lite

16

99

.

cajunland

5.99
24 pack 12 oz.

SuitcaSe
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

99
19.

Kevin Kelly – From Beatles to
Biltmore to Houmas House
By Ed Clancy
The first album released in
America by John, Paul, George and Ringo was
titled “Meet The Beatles.”
Kevin Kelly never met the Beatles, but,
because of his father, he came close. When the
Beatles came to perform locally at City Park
Stadium, it was reported that Kevin’s father,
Dan Kelly, a New Orleans city councilman,
tried to track down the Beatles to deliver an
official proclamation from Mayor Vic Schiro
declaring September 16, 1964 as Beatles Day
in New Orleans. It was also reported that
the elder Kelly never did get to present the
proclamation, but his son, Kevin, remembers
it differently. He says his dad most certainly
did catch up with the Beatles at their motel,
The Congress Inn on Chef Menteur Highway,
but that he, Kevin, had to sit outside in the
car because of security issues and never did
get to “Meet The Beatles.”
Kevin says that his close encounter
with the Beatles was perhaps the only thing
he appreciated about his father’s work as a
politician. Kevin says he, himself, was never
interested in politics. His education included
Brother Martin High School and Loyola
University, where he studied management and
finance. Considering his great success in later
life, I suggested that he must have learned a
lot about the business world at Loyola. Not so,
says Kevin. “I spent more time playing cards
and having fun than anything else.”
So, how did Kevin Kelly get to own one of
the greatest tourist attractions in Louisiana?
“I’ve always liked visiting famous and
historical houses. My favorite is Biltmore, the
Vanderbilt house in Asheville, North Carolina.
In fact, Biltmore House is my favorite place on
Earth,” said Kevin.
Biltmore is regarded as the grandest
mansion in America. Kevin’s favorite part of
Biltmore is the gardens on the estate which
were designed by the famous Frederick Law
Olmsted.
Kevin was hooked.
He decided that he, too, would own a
grand house.
“I renovated a flop house hotel on St.
Charles Avenue from 1995 to 2000,” said
Kevin. “I had a lot of fun doing that and I live
there now.” (That “flophouse” by the way is
one of the most breathtaking residences on
St. Charles Avenue.) “Everybody just liked it,
so I decided to take an historical place and
change it to make a place for tourists, but also
for luxury entertaining.”
One night, a friend of Kevin’s took him to
a plantation that was up for sale.
“You can buy these? I didn’t realize you
could buy a plantation. I immediately was like,
‘I want one,’” said Kevin.
After looking for about six months, he
learned that Houmas House was for sale
and, beginning in 2003, Kevin proceeded to
put a lot of money and love into renovating
the house and land so that it truly is, as the
brochures say, “the Crown Jewel of River
Road.” Houmas House is located on River
Road less than an hour west of Kenner.

Houmas House was famous for being a
great movie location, most notably for “Hush…
Hush, Sweet Charlotte” with Bette Davis and
Olivia de Havilland. Movies are still filmed
there, but Kelly’s vision was not cinematic.
“My whole approach,” he says, “was to
show my version of the way these plantations
would have been in the early 1800s, when the
wealthiest Americans in the country lived
between New Orleans and Baton Rouge on
the River Road.”
“I’m looking at Houmas House as a great
estate, just like Biltmore House was a great
estate. To me it’s an architectural story and
a gardening story. People are amazed at how
beautiful the gardens are. People just don’t
expect to see gardens. No other plantation in
this area shows that side of how life was in
the South. Some people think the only story
is slavery. It can be a story. But that’s not my
story,” said Kevin.
Kevin’s vision for Houmas House is forever
new. First, he wanted restaurants. There are
four of them on the grounds – Latil’s Landing,
Café Burnside, Le Petit Houmas House
(for Sunday brunch) and the new Carriage
House, a huge room for banquets and grand
celebrations. The executive chef for all of this
is a young man named Jeremy Langlois, who
looks about thirteen, but is one of the most
respected chefs in the country. (He invented
my favorite dish, baby lamb chops marinated
in Community Coffee. I kid you not!)
After food come accommodations. Kevin
says, “You can’t take in life on a plantation
on a ninety-minute tour. You have to spend
several days to understand it. I want people
to come here and relax and take in life the
way it was in the early 1800s.”
Hence, The Inn at Houmas House – of
which twenty-one of the units will open by
the end of May. The rooms will be larger than
most hotel rooms and will have antiques and
two and four poster beds. Because of fire
laws the fireplaces will be lovely but nonfunctional.
And that’s not all folks. Kevin explains
that when the Mississippi River was high,
there was no way to get to the plantations on
River Road other than by steamboat, which ran
like buses between New Orleans and Baton
Rouge. So, next up will be the Steamboat
Museum, according to the brochures, “a lifesized replica of the promenade deck and pilot
house deck of a grand steamboat.”
How’s that for vision?
The Beatles had to settle for the Congress
Inn Motel. Just imagine if they were with us
now and were able to escape the screaming
fans at Houmas House. Just the place to
unwind after a hard day’s night.
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Home
May is electrical safety month
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Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

By Dan Dormady
May is national “Electrical Safety”
month. Each year many consumers
are injured or killed around their
homes. Unsafe electrical conditions
and misuse can cause fires and electrical shock hazards. The focus
of this column is to provide you with a few electrical safety tips that
can help you and your family improve safety in your home and possibly prevent injury.
One device that can significantly improve the electrical safety
in your home is the Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI). Since
1978 the National Electric Code has required that all circuits serving bathrooms, garages and outside fixtures and outlets to be protected by GFCI circuit breakers or receptacles.
This requirement applies to all new construction and
renovations. However, many of the older homes that were constructed before 1978 do not require upgrading by the code unless modified. Briefly, a GFCI is simply a more sensitive circuit
breaker that will “trip” more quickly, providing more protection
for you and your family.
If you have old outdoor circuits to a swimming pool, lights,
patio equipment, etc. upgrade these circuits to include GFCI
protection.
If you plug in an extension cord to temporarily operate
some equipment (hedge trimmer, vacuum, etc.) or appliance
(charcoal lighter, grill, etc.) outdoors, be sure to plug it into a
GFCI protected outlet.
If the outdoor and garage outlets in your home are not now
GFCI protected, they should be upgraded soon. Do not, however,
install a GFCI outlet where a refrigerator is plugged in. The cost
for a single, GFCI receptacle (installed) is normally about $50.
Complete, new circuits would, of course, cost more. The investment is well worth it when measured against the safety of your
family and friends.
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GFCI receptacles should also be tested periodically. You can
perform this test simply by plugging in a light or radio to the GFCI
receptacle. Next, push the test button on the outlet or on the circuit
breaker in the panel. The light or radio should go off. If the light or
radio does not go off, then the device is not working properly or is not
wired correctly and should be replaced. Reset the device by pushing
in the reset button on the receptacle or circuit breaker. While simple
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
and easy to perform, we often find non-functional GFCI devices when
Successions,
Business Transactions
performing home inspections. This is even quite common with new
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
construction where we often find GFCI devices incorrectly wired.
In new homes today, the electrical code requires the instal4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie
lation of a new safety device called an arc-fault circuit interrupter
836-0811
(AFCI), which is a circuit breaker that is designed to prevent fires
by detecting an unintended arcing and disconnecting the power
before the arc starts a fire. Arcing or faults are one of the leading
0912_Watts.indd 1
8/24/12 10:08 PM
causes of electrical wiring fires. Each year in the United States over
40,000 fires are attributed to faulty electrical wiring. Conventional
circuit breakers protect against overloads and short circuits, but
not against arcing conditions that produce erratic currents. AFCI
circuit breakers should be added to an existing home when the electrical system is upgraded.
These electrical upgrades will prevent injuries and improve
Marie Clesi, Agent
See why State Farm insures more
safety in your home.
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
Kenner,
LA
70062
You can find additional electrical safety information at
combined. Great service, plus
Bus: 504-469-1421
www.nesf.org.
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com discounts of up to 40 percent.*

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
®

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and
licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady
Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie,
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Real Estate
Transactions for the team: Buying a property
with others
efficient manner. They have worked with lenders, inspectors and
By Linda R. Martin

Under any circumstances, buying a property raises emotion, evokes
concerns and hopes, elevates stress, tests relationships and causes
people to learn about wants, desires and reality. Entering into the adventure of home buying with others is doing all that through the faceted lens of a kaleidoscope, sometimes without the beautiful results.
Somehow spouses manage to accomplish the task, but even
then it can be a tricky transaction that sometimes leaves one party
feeling steamrolled or both parties feeling discontent. When parents and children, or siblings or even whole families come together
to buy a home, things can get tricky. Work closely as a part of a
team, understanding all aspects of the task at hand and you will
leave every member more satisfied and your home-buying experience will be a slam-dunk.
Rule 1: Know the game being played
Before choosing a Realtor, develop a team of trusted professionals to help guide the process to ensure that goals are being met.
Whether you are buying with friends, family or investors, work to
ensure that all understand the structure of ownership, tax, insurance, investment and estate issues. Sort this out in advance. Once
everyone understand the mechanics of the purchase, it’s time to
bring on another team member.
Rule 2: Bringing in a top-draft player
Realtors can assist in navigating the purchase in the most

othear service providers and can leverage this to the team’s benefit.
Your Realtor has to be aware of your game plan in order to optimize
your purchase.
Rule 3: Develop a winning strategy
Buying a property can be a long-drawn out process or simply good luck. Make sure that everyone is aware of the strategy for
better outcomes. Know the strengths of your team – ease of living, security, value and any other issues at play. Decide who will
be the voice of the team as communication is key. Make sure all
participants are involved in the search process instead of looking “piecemeal,” which is time-consuming and counter-productive.
Consider developing a checklist for all the team to use when viewing properties as to suitability and utility. Work together towards a
common goal.
Remember the goal for this process is winning. We all want to
buy the best house for the least amount of money, getting all our
criteria met. The people involved with you in this process might be
in your life for some time to come. Make sure that all involved have
been heard and that the result is that winning strategy.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be
reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at
4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a
local independently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
1010_Fernando.pdf
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(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native

Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461
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Health

Back and spine center opens at Ochsner Baptist Hospital
Eighty percent of Americans will suffer
from back pain at some point in their lives.
Ochsner Baptist Medical Center recently
opened its new state-of-the-art back and spine
center solely focused on providing comprehensive care and relief to patients suffering
from spine or back pain.
Ochsner’s Back and Spine Center features
a multidisciplinary approach to patient care
making it the only center of its kind in the area.
Fellowship-trained physicians from the orthopedics, neurosurgery, pain management, physical
medicine and rehabilitation, psychiatry, physical
therapy and occupational therapy departments
will all be housed under one roof so that a patient can be evaluated by any or all disciplines at
one time, rather than by attending numerous ap-

pointments. A dedicated patient navigator will
guide each patient through their care.
“Often people suffering from back pain don’t
know where to begin or which type of doctor they
should see,” said Scott Duncan, M.D., chairman,
orthopedics, Ochsner Health System. “The back
and spine center’s team approach to patient
care takes away the guesswork and provides the
best possible outcomes for the patient.”
The back and spine center is designed
around an innovative, patient-centered approach. The space itself is conveniently designed
to minimize unnecessary patient movement.
Private consultation rooms are attached to each
examination room so that patients can comfortably discuss the plan of care with their doctors.
Additionally, the center boasts a technologically

advanced “collaboration room” where the doctors can meet to review their cases.
Should the plan of care require surgery, a
nurse-led spine seminar will prepare patients
and set post-operative expectations, including
dietary and nutrition advice. Ochsner Baptist’s
dedicated inpatient hospital unit features all private rooms, seven day a week physical therapy
and an all-RN staff.
“This is truly a collaboration of the top physicians in their fields working together to provide
the best possible care to our patients,” said Wale
Sulaiman, M.D., Ph.D, chairman, department of
neurosurgery, medical director, Ochsner Back
and Spine Center.
The back and spine center’s specialty departments have received numerous accolades.

U.S. News & World Report named Ochsner’s
Orthopedics and Neurology and Neurosurgery
departments among the top 50 across the country in its 2012-13 Best Hospitals rankings. Healthgrades ranked Ochsner’s Neurosciences and
Neurosurgery departments among the top five
percent in the nation and Becker’s Hospital Review names Ochsner one of “100 Hospitals with
Great Neurosurgery and Spine Programs.” Additionally, Ochsner’s Spine department is a Blue
Cross Blue Shield Destination Center for spine
surgery and spine services.
The Ochsner Back and Spine Center is located at Ochsner Baptist Medical Center, 2700
Napoleon Avenue in New Orleans. To make an
appointment call 842-2000. For more information visit ochsner.org/backandspine.

Ochsner multi-organ transplant institute ranked first nationally
The Ochsner Multi-Organ Transplant InThe Ochsner Multi-Organ Transplant
stitute performed the most liver transplants
Institute performed Louisiana’s first kidney
and tied for the most kidney/pancreas trans- transplant in 1973 and first liver transplant
plants of any medical center in the United
in 1975. It is the only institution in the state
States in 2012, according to statistics com- to include lung, heart and pediatric heart and
piled by the United Network for Organ Shar- living donor liver transplant programs.
ing (UNOS), the nonprofit organization that
“We have superior outcomes and are dedimanages the nation’s transplant system.
cated to providing high-quality patient care,”
In 2012, Ochsner performed 174 liver
said Ari Cohen, MD, section head of transtransplants, making it the leader among 137 plant surgery. “We are pleased that our efforts
U.S. medical centers. Ochsner also performed
make a difference to so many patients and
27 kidney/pancreas transplants taking the
their families so that they can have a second
lead among 116 U.S. medical centers. These
chance at life.”
numbers account for nearly three percent of
Ochsner’s comprehensive team consists
the nation’s liver and kidney-pancreas trans- of transplant surgeons, physicians and supplants.
port specialists who have performed more
“Because of collaborative efforts made by
than 4,500 liver, pancreas, kidney, heart and
our talented team and the generosity of organ
lung transplants. In 2012, more than 2,900 padonors, we are able to offer life-saving oppor- tients were referred to Ochsner as potential
tunities that increase the quality of life for our
transplant candidates and 356 of those transpatients,” said Nigel Girgrah, MD, PhD, head
plant procedures were performed.
of hepatology, medical director of the multiConsidered a Center of Excellence for
organ transplant
institute. “That is truly1 a gift.”
Ochsner provides focused sup0912_Century_Title_Gray.pdf
8/24/12 most
8:02insurers,
PM

In Operation over 18 years

port teams committed to delivering the type of
assistance families need at a critical time in
their lives. This includes counseling, accommodations, funding and even fulfilling specific
cultural needs for our international patients.
The Ochsner Multi-Organ Transplant Institute has recently been recognized as the
top hospital in the nation out of over 100 hospitals rated for liver transplants by CareChex,
one of only seven hospitals in the nation to receive the HealthGrades 2012 Liver Transplant
Excellence Award, one of only 11 hospitals to

receive the HealthGrades 2011 Kidney Transplant Excellence Award.
“As the program continues to grow both
regionally and nationally, we remain committed to providing the best service and care our
patients can ask for,” said George Loss, Jr.,
MD, PhD, FACS, system chair, department of
surgery, chief of Ochsner Multi-Organ Transplant Institute.
For more information, visit www.ochsner.
org/transplant or call 1-800-643-1635 for an
appointment.

Community
The City Volunteer Committee gets ready for
Relay for Life, reschedules “Art-A-Cure”
The City Volunteer Committee of Kenner
will participate in the 2013 American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life, its signature activity, on
Saturday, May 18, 2013. Relay for Life, a community event held at LaSalle Park, represents
the hope that those lost to cancer will never be
forgotten, that those who face cancer will be supported and that one day cancer will be eliminated.
Relay for Life starts at 10:00 a.m. with a survivor
lap and ends at 10:00 p.m. with a final lap dedicated to those who have lost the battle. A total of
46 teams of individuals representing corporations,
churches, clubs, organizations and families participated in the event last year raising $68,146 for
the American Cancer Society with Team Kenner
raising over $6,000.
The CVC Team of Kenner has rescheduled
its sixth annual Art-A-Cure for Wednesday, May 8,
2013 at the Kenner Pavilion, which is located on

the corner of Loyola and Vintage Drives, and held
from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Over $5,000 was
raised for the cause at last year’s event.
Art-A-Cure will consist of live auctions, silent auctions and door prizes. Available for auction are prints donated by Terrance Osborne,
Cody Walsh, Jeremy Hebert and other local
artists along with many other items donated by
local businesses and restaurants.
Tickets to Art-A-Cure can be purchased
for $10. Food is donated by local restaurants
including Messina’s, Labella’s, Copeland’s,
Smitty’s, Treasure Chest Casino, Zea Rotisserie
and Grill, Crowne Plaza and Chateau Café.
To purchase tickets or to inquire about the
Art-A-Cure or the Relay For Life contact Michele
Lawler at 468-7280 or email mlawler@kenner.
la.us or Kerri McGovern Diaz at 468-7268 or
email kmcgovern@kenner.la.us.

Kenner Star Past Editions
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Latin American News
Annual auction and international
“Flavor Sampling” to raise
money for IHC
By Rafael E. Saddy
The mission of the International Hospital for
Children (IHC) is to provide healthcare to all children regardless of their social, ethnic, religious background or status. The organization works to improve
the quality of health for people living in developing
countries and provides aid to victims of natural disasters, wars and civil unrest. The group also solicit
donations of medicine, supplies and equipment from
various companies, organizations and private donors
for shipment to recipient Third World countries.
Dr. Mayer Heimen established the IHC a 501(c)
(3) in 1981 to provide healthcare to children worldwide by supporting approved hospitals, rural clinics
and orphanages with medical supplies. They also
have been able to offer assistance to children and
their families seeking treatment not offered in their
countries.
The IHC has helped victims of hurricanes in
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. The organization has provided support for a clean water project
in Cameroon, West Africa and provided equipment,
supplies, ambulances and a forty-foot container to a
hospital in Ghana, West Africa. Equipment and supplies have been sent to clinics in Somalia, East Africa,
Honduras, Belize and to earthquake victims in Haiti.
Other countries benefiting from IHC are Nicaragua,
Mexico, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Nigeria and Namibia. They also have supported
University Hospital and other clinics in the New Orleans area.
Due to economic constraints, funding to carry
its mission has become a challenge for IHC and they
are asking for our support so they can continue to provide for the needs of those listed above and also for
others that may arise. Donations are tax-deductible
and none are too small.
On Saturday, May 18, 2013 from 7:00 p.m. until
11:00 p.m. the IHC extends an open invitation to its
annual auction and international “Flavor Sampling”
fundraising event to be held at the First Presbyterian
Church, located at 5401 South Claiborne Avenue in
New Orleans.
IHC does not pay salaries to any medical professionals and financial contributions do not go towards

overhead. IHC does not offer any part of its services
on a preferential basis. Net proceeds from the fundraising event, including donations and sponsorships
will be used to continue IHC’s purpose to receive,
supervise and allocate donations of equipment and
supplies, to facilitate establishing healthcare services
and to provide services for children at home and
around the world. For information on the event or to
make donations and/or be a sponsor call Lina Martinez at 610-9531, Carmen Jackson at 214-2271 or visit
the web site at www.theihc.org.
Community announcements
May 10: Latin American Civic Organization of
Louisiana (LACAL) general meeting and 2013 summer festival event planning. For information call 2963976.
May 25: Farruko live in concert at the Sheraton
Hotel, New Orleans from 8:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. Presented by Gala Music. For information call 712-7889.
May 30: Unidad Hispanoamericana general
meeting and planning 2013 summer events, for information 466-1483.
Jun 15: Hispanic Summer Concert at Kenner
Laketown with international bands and local talent.
Open to the public. Bring your lawn chair. For information call 712-7889.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center
offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV Cox, Cable 76, UVerse 99 and YTube.com/kennertvonline has Hispanic
TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
KTV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Make an impact
and donate today.”
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German Coast
Farmers’ Market
Go to www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org
for recipes, driving directions, e-newsletter sign up, and more.
Fresh produce available only minutes away in St. Charles Parish!
Voted Louisiana’s Favorite Farmers Market!
Follow us on
East Bank Market
Every Saturday 8am to noon
Ormond Plantation, Destrehan
0313_German Coast Farmers Market.indd 1

West Bank Market
Every Wednesday 2:30 to 6:00pm
St. Charles Plaza, Hwy 90, Luling
2/24/13 1:15 PM
Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
MonThly luncheon
Tuesday, May 21
Speaker:

MichAel hechT
President and ceo of Greater new orleans, inc.
economic Development Agency for Southeast louisiana
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make
luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

reservations@kpba.biz

chateau Golf & country club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?
Call us to advertise!
468- 9125

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065
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Bond refinancing
from page 1

The first was not to exceed $47,000,000 revenue and refunding
bonds to refinance the city’s existing series 2003 sales tax bonds
and to provide approximately $29 million for various capital projects. The commission also approved the refinancing of the city’s
existing 2003 Louisiana Community Development Authority loan,
which will save about $60,000 a year. Both issues were recommended by the state bond staff.
The Kenner Council vote capped off a week with the most financial impacts on the city since Yenni was elected mayor in 2010.
On April 17, 2013, New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu announced
an $826 million plan to build a new terminal north of the east-west
runway at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport,
along with a 3,000-space parking garage.
“Kenner needs a shot in the arm and a way to attract young
families who are now not considering the city as a place to raise
their kids,” Yenni said. “This beautification program, together with
a new, vibrant airport, will combine to enhance Kenner’s standing
in the metropolitan area.”
Council members praised the refinancing program, which will
pay for all of the beautification projects without raising taxes by refinancing the 2003 bond issue at a lower rate and extending it to 2033.
“We all agree we have to invest in our community if we want
others to invest in our community,” Kenner Councilwoman at Large
Michele Branigan said. “We either need to be progressive and think
outside the box or be happy with the city the way it is.”
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch praised
the plan and also pointed out it is still not too late for the public
to have additional input that could improve the 10 beautification
projects or come up with even better ideas. “These projects are not

Government
written in stone,” she said. “They can be changed.”
Kenner District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis said the impression Kenner makes on visitors is crucial. He pointed out that he
has the opportunity to see many different communities because of
travel required for his job. “I see a lot of cities that have a ‘Wow!’ factor and a lot of cities that have a ‘Whoa’ factor. I don’t stay in those
(whoa factor) cities,” he said.
“I did have some people in my district who were against this,”
Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud said. “But the majority of the people do want to see it.”
In District 2, Kenner Councilman Joe Stagni said he initially
received more calls against the bond refinancing plan than in favor.
But when he returned the calls he discovered there was a lot of
misinformation that had confused residents. At a town hall meeting held earlier in the week, most residents who attended said they
liked the presentation. “I think it’s in the best interests of the city,”
Stagni said.
Kenner Council President Jeannie Black said the decision

was an easy one for her to make. “There’s no cost to the taxpayers.
How could we not approve something like this?” she asked.
Even in opposing the measure, Councilman Carroll said there
were “a lot of good ideas with what we want to do here.” Carroll
said, however, that he was following the opinion of a majority of
his residents.
The bond refinancing idea is part of the Kenner 2030 Strategic Plan for a Prosperous Future and was a collaborative effort
between members of Yenni’s Economic Development Committee,
the City Council and others. Committee members analyzed studies that concluded younger people simply aren’t impressed enough
with Kenner to choose the city over other potential locations in the
metropolitan area.
That is one of the reasons for the slow but steady decline in
population since 1992. “Unless some action is taken to attract new
residents to the city, Kenner’s future is bleak. This is a trend that
can and must be changed,” said Yenni. “The one decision I refuse to
make is to take no action at all.”

Business leader Henry Shane huge proponent of bond
refinancing and beautification projects for Kenner
By Allan Katz
In the debate over whether the city of Kenner should
embark on a $29 million bond refinancing plan and the subsequent beautification program, a leading advocate in favor
of going forward has been businessman Henry Shane who
believes that Kenner faces a choice between a bright future
or a declining status quo. Shane, along with Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and other proponent representatives, has spoken at all the open town hall meetings explaining the urgent
necessity of the city going forward with beautification plans
for corridors and intersection improvements.
At its April 18, 2013 meeting, Kenner’s City Council voted
6-1 to approve the bond refinancing with Kenner Councilman
Gregory Carroll opposing. Councilwomen at large Jeannie
Black and Michele Branigan, District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud, District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch and District 5 Councilman Kent
Denapolis voted in favor.
Shane, who is a partner in the firm of Favrot and Shane
that has developed more than 9,000 apartment units in the
region, says, “I’ve been so involved in this because I feel so
strongly about the city of Kenner. We’ve reached the point
where we have to act because our population is dropping, our
land values are declining and we’re falling behind new communities on the south shore and the north shore. I believe the
refinancing plan is sound and I’ve seen in my own business
what beautification can do. Our company has spent $18 million since Hurricane Katrina on the beautification of our properties to stay competitive in the market. I think Kenner must
now invest to stay competitive or risk falling further behind
the other communities in the region that seek growth and development.”
The refinancing plan that Shane supported calls for
bonds that were scheduled to be repaid in 2018 instead to be
extended to being paid off in 2033 at a lower interest rate that
will leave Kenner with $29 million to spend on infrastructure
improvements and beautification projects aimed at making
the city more attractive to new residents and businesses that
might be interested in moving to Kenner or expanding their
existing facilities. The corridor and intersection improvement
projects are located throughout the city and include public art,
lush landscaping of medians, bicycle lanes and pedestrianfriendly intersections.
Shane traces his involvement in this effort to his membership on an Economic Development Committee named
by Mayor Yenni. The committee, with more than 50 members from all walks of life in Kenner, were encouraged “to
think outside the box” and come up with ideas to reverse
Kenner’s negative trends. “That was really a life-changing
experience for me,” says Shane. “I don’t think there was

Henry Shane
any precedent for bringing all these Kenner residents into
a room and telling them to come up with ideas to make
the city better. It was really historic and it certainly got
me going.”
The ideas for the refinancing and a beautification plan
were shaped in large part at Economic Development Committee meetings and fit in perfectly with Mayor Yenni’s plans.
Research showed that despite many positives in Kenner
– from Laketown and Rivertown to the lowest property tax rate
in the region and a low crime rate – young people don’t have
a positive image of the city as a place to settle down and raise
a family.
“Kenner needs a rebirth,” said Mayor Yenni. “We have to
get the younger generation to come and settle down here. We
have to give them reasons to come to the city.”
In regard to the bond refinancing for beautification,
Shane says, “I would be for this regardless of who the mayor
happened to be,” said Shane. “If we had a mayor who was opposed to the plan, I’d still be for it. This is the way for our city
to go. I’m convinced of it.”
Shane said many people have asked how he could be so
certain that the plan is going to work. “The reason that I know
beautification works is that I’ve seen it work with my own
eyes,” Shane says. “In our business, we’ve seen people respond
to beautiful landscaping, beautiful exteriors and beautiful
streetscapes. People want to feel good about the environment
in which they live or work.”
Shane believes that the beautification program along
with other positive things happening in Kenner – the opening
of a health sciences charter school in August, the renewal of
Rivertown and the opening of Laketown, the continuing development of Ochsner Medical Center, the opening of new retail
outlets and a multi-theater movie facility – will all combine to
make Kenner a place of growth, redevelopment and energy. “If
I didn’t believe it with all my heart, I wouldn’t say it,” he says.
The bond refinancing plan is part of the Kenner 2030
Strategic Plan for a Prosperous Future. The entire plan is
available on Kenner’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
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For the benefit of the Kenner Food Bank, Kenner Rotary Club President Chuck
George, left, recently presented a $3,000 donation to Kenner Director of Community Services Arleeta Terrell, center, and Chantal Miller, food bank director. The food bank feeds
1,500 families each month. The Kenner Rotary Club is involved in community service
work including college sponsorships, literacy promotion and polio eradication. The Kenner Rotary Club meets each Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. at the Doubletree Hotel near the
corner of Williams and Veterans Memorial boulevards in Kenner. For membership information, contact Janice F. Watsky at 491-1036 or by email at jwatsky@hotmail.com.
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Blue Moon Beer
Can ChiCken
By foodieforone.com

Ingredients: 1 whole chicken; 1 can Blue Moon beer

Live Auction

With grilling season rapidly approaching, I will be cooking outdoors more
often. To put a slight twist on beer can chicken I decided to use a can of Blue Moon beer with an orange slice on
top as well a thick slice of onion since I had it readily available.

Silent Auction

A couple of important tips are to make sure the chicken is completely defrosted and be sure to have a digital
leave-in thermometer handy.

Door Prizes

I begin by marinating the defrosted bird in Mojo marinade. I usually have Goya brand marinade on hand at all
times. Allow to marinate between one to two hours. Meanwhile drink half (six ounces) of the beer, mix seasonings
below and add two tablespoons of olive oil.

Food & Drinks

2 teaspoons Cajun seasoning; 1 teaspoon kosher salt; 1 teaspoon fresh cracked peppercorns
Once chicken has marinated, pat dry with paper towels and rub down inside and out with seasoning mixture.
Next place over beer can and onto pre heated grill.

Tickets $10
Call - 468-7268 for more info

Set only one grill burner to medium heat and place the bird over the one that was off. This indirect heat is crucial.
Now place thermometer probe in the thickest part of the breast and close pit lid.
Keep grill lid closed and, in a little over an hour, once you have reached 165 degrees internal temperature,
remove. Let rest for a minimum of five minutes prior to carving.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment
of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez.
Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to
foodieforone@yahoo.com.
For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos
visit foodieforone.com.
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Yenni
from page 1

Laketown. I am proud of Kenner and its residents,
and grateful to those who are devoted to strengthening its quality of life.
The city’s residents have always been resilient
and faced a number of obstacles since the community was developed in the late 1850s. Various epidemics,
famine, floods, hurricanes and a most uncommon
natural disaster, a frozen Mississippi River, are only
a few examples of Kenner’s trying experiences. The
community withstood a devastating plane crash that
took many years for recovery. Kenner has weathered
all types of “storms.” And currently, we are facing
one of a different nature...the economic recession.
The financial crisis that has spread across
Crescent City Graphics_GRAY.pdf
1
the country has made its way into Kenner and

caused a negative impact on the city’s financial
state. The decline in Kenner’s sales tax revenue
continues to pose funding problems for the city.
Under my administration, we have taken significant measures in an effort to generate cost savings. We have eliminated jobs and cut the budget
while combating the rising cost of retirement, fuel,
electricity and cost of living for our employees.
Much like all other businesses in both the public
and private sector, these are only a few of the cost
increases that the city has been burdened with.
Upon reaching the 1,000th day of the Yenni
administration, I would like to express my sincerest
thanks to everyone who has supported our goals to
improve Kenner’s quality of life. It has been an indescribable pleasure serving this community over the
past three years as your mayor and I look forward to
11/27/12
9:45 PM
what the future holds for us.”

Health
Ochsner-Kenner doctor emphasizes need for
full annual physical for women
By Allan Katz
An obstetrician/gynecologist specialist at Ochsner
Medical Center in Kenner is emphasizing the need for
women patients to include a full annual physical in their
health plans.
“Some doctors are telling women that they don’t
necessarily need a Pap smear procedure annually,” says
Dr. Michael Wiedemann who heads the OB/GYN group
at Ochsner-Kenner. “I don’t necessarily agree with that
but my greater concern is that if women skip the annual
Pap smear, they will in many instances also miss out on
the opportunity for an annual physical.”
Dr. Wiedemann said that in his practice, patients
who come in for a Pap smear also get a full physical that
includes blood pressure testing, blood work, a pelvic
exam and a test of their thyroid function, along with
other tests.
“Recently, in the course of what we thought was a
routine physical, we discovered the patient had the beginnings of a uterine cancer,” said Dr. Wiedemann.
“There were no symptoms or indication that she
had a problem until her physical exam. The cancer was
removed by a simple surgical procedure. But had she
delayed her physical by six months or even a year, that
cancer might have become a very serious problem.”
Dr. Wiedemann says OB/GYN specialists are well
qualified to give their patients a full physical when they
come in for a Pap smear. “The point is that just like

Reynaud
from page 1
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men, women should avail themselves of an opportunity
to get a full physical every year. The question of whether
a Pap smear is necessary every year is really moot. Far
more important is the question of whether every woman
in America should have a complete physical exam annually and the answer to that is unquestionably, yes.”
Dr. Wiedemann also said that he thinks that the
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is a first-class hospital
that has become an integral part of the city of Kenner. “I
am really impressed by the tremendous financial commitment that Ochsner is making at this hospital, from
the delivery rooms to the parking facilities,” he said.
“Kenner is very fortunate to have such a first-class medical center within the city limits and Ochsner-Kenner is
equally fortunate to be located in such a fine city.

to become a place where young professionals want to
settle and raise their families.”
Reynaud, who has been in the air conditioning
and heating business for almost 40 years, says he shares
the views of Mayor Yenni and his administration that
Kenner needs corridor development and improved infrastructure.
Despite all the problems, Reynaud says he has really enjoyed serving on the council. “I like hearing from
people and helping them. That’s why I’ve made my cell
phone number public. Of course, I get calls all the time
and mostly people are nice, understanding and patient
in getting their problems resolved. They are always
thanking me for all that I’m doing for our district and
the city and for being so accessible, said Reynaud. “At
this point, I’m very optimistic about Kenner’s future.”
Reynaud was elected in April 2012 to fulfill Ben
Zahn’s unexpired term which ends June 30, 2014. Zahn
left to take a seat on the Jefferson Parish Council.
Reynaud’s cell phone number is 415-1494.
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corridors, improve infrastructure and make safety improvements throughout the city, Reynaud says he agrees
with the recommendations of the city’s Economic Development Committee. “I think that is exactly the right
thing to do at this time,” says Reynaud, who concurs with
those who say that Kenner needs these improvements to
attract young professional families to Kenner.
“I am very concerned about the number of unoccupied homes in our district,” Reynaud said. “They’re not
blighted homes. They’re just empty. In many instances,
the owners of the property have arranged for someone
to take care of the lawn. The properties are attractive
but they’re just not selling. I think we’re doing the right
things to get people interested in Kenner again – such
as the redevelopment of Rivertown and Laketown, the
new airport terminal, the new charter school and the
new theater at The Esplanade mall. I think we’re going

Dr. Michael Wiedemann
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Ponchartrain contract
from page 1

and recognition to a city, but few if any around the
country make money, according to Doug Thornton, the
senior vice president for SMG in the New Orleans area.
The idea behind the new contract is to give SMG
increased motivation to decrease the annual operating
deficit as much as possible. Kenner subsidizes the operations of the Pontchartrain Center, so any reduction
in the yearly deficit means savings for the city.
SMG was paid $175,000 in 2012 that included a
$95,000 base management fee and performance compensation of $80,000. The deficit for the year for the
Pontchartrain Center was approximately $448,000.
If that same situation were repeated this year,
Kenner would save $175,000 because there would be

no fixed management fee and no performance compensation would be paid because the deficit remained
above $350,000. The new contract calls for SMG to earn
an incentive by significantly reducing the yearly deficit,
based on formulas written into the contract.
Thornton did not speak at the council meeting,
but has previously said he thinks the city could save
about $1 million over the five-year life of the contract.
He also has said SMG plans to invest $100,000 in a
marketing fund that is available to incentivize target
patrons to utilize the Pontchartrain Center. The Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau will be engaged to
assist in researching and meeting the goals of the fund
working in concert with SMG marketing tools.
“No matter how SMG performs, the city will save a
considerable amount of money under this new contract,”
Yenni said. “The more success SMG has, the more money
they make and the more money Kenner saves.”
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Volunteers clean up Rivertown

Photo by Barry Sprague

On Saturday, April 20, 2013, Rivertown merchants
and business owners, in association with the city of
Kenner and Sunburst Media, held a Rivertown clean-up
day of service. Volunteers teamed up into small groups
and canvased the Rivertown Historic District for cleanup and trash collection from 9:00 a.m. until noon.
Located at the foot of Williams Boulevard and the
Mississippi River, the Rivertown Historic District is
home to several buildings located on the National Register of Historic Places. The Kenner Planning Department oversaw the event.
The city of Kenner provided all the necessary
tools and equipment including rakes, brooms and
trash bags.

Michael Hecht to speak at KPBA meeting

Chief Caraway to hire first-time deputy chief

Michael Hecht from Greater New Orleans,
Inc. will be the featured guest speaker at the
Kenner Professional Business Association’s
monthly luncheon meeting on Tuesday, May 21,
2013.
The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and
Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard
in Kenner. Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and
lunch starts at noon. Reservations are required
to attend and can be emailed to reservations@
kpba.biz. The KPBA club is a community-based
networking organization for men and women.
For more information about attending the KPBA
meetings or joining the club visit www.kpba.biz.

By Allan Katz

Hecht is the president and chief executive officer of Greater New Orleans, Inc., the
economic development agency for southeast
Louisiana. GNO’s mission falls into two categories, business development and product development. Under Hecht’s leadership, GNO, Inc.
was recently named number two in the United
States for overall economic development excellence by Business Facilities magazine and has
previously been selected as one of the top 20
economic development organizations in America by Site Selector magazine.

Summer fiction book sale to be held in June
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library
will hold their first ever summer fiction sale
which on Saturday, June 1 and Sunday, 2, 2013,
at the East Bank Regional Library, located at
4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie. Hours
on Saturday are 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and
Sunday from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. The sale
will feature hard cover and paperback fiction,
as well as children’s books and VCR tapes, all at
very reasonable prices.
Cash, checks, Visa, MasterCard, and
Discover cards will be accepted. There is free
admission and free parking. For more information call the Friends of the Library at 455-2665

or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.com. All proceeds
from the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish Libraries.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is an independent, nonprofit organization of civic-minded volunteers who support
the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting
library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted items for all its branches through
fundraising, and participating in literacy programs. Over the last twenty years the Friends
have donated over $1,000,000 to the library
system.

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway has a
the next two months.” Additional requireyear and three months until term limits bring
ments are that applicants be Kenner police
his tenure to a close. One of his major chal- employees with at least eight years experience
lenges in the time he has left is to pick a deputy
in law enforcement.
chief who he can trust to back him up in any
As for his own future, Chief Caraway says
situation that might arise. The Kenner City
he hasn’t yet started to think about what he’s
Council created the position at its April 4, 2013
going to do after completion of his second term
meeting.
on June 30, 2014.
With the recent retirement of Opera“I have a year and three months to decide
tions Commander, Major Dwane Babin, Chief
on my immediate future,” said Chief Caraway.
Caraway decided to ask the council to cre- “That’s a long time. I haven’t started thinking
ate the number two executive job based on a
about it yet.”
2010 state law. When the council agreed with
Looking back over his tenure as police
Caraway, he did away with the operations com- chief in Kenner, Caraway says he thinks most
mander position which is required to be filled
Kenner residents are aware that their 232-perby the longest-tenured applicant who passes
son police department has done an excellent
the Civil Service test. “I don’t want to be limited
job despite obstacles created by Kenner’s fiscal
to choosing someone on the basis of seniority,” crisis.
said Chief Caraway. “I think that making such
“I just know that I’ve been fortunate for the
an important selection on the basis of who has
last seven years to work with a great group of
been here the longest is a terrible idea. We’re
men and women who really care deeply about
enabled by state law to throw the process open. Kenner being one of the safest places to live in
Everyone over the rank of sergeant can take
the Gulf South,” said Chief Caraway. “The time
the Civil Service test and I’ll have the preroga- has just gone so fast. Being the chief in a city
tive of selecting the best person I think can do
that I really care about has been a great time
the job. I hope to have this position filled within
in my life.”
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474
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