Vol. 22, No. 6

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

JUNE 2013

Levee protection vastly improved this year
The 100-year hurricane protection levee projects that began just after Hurricane Katrina in East
Jefferson will be completed before June 1, 2013, with
the exception of the Kenner Landside Drainage Project and the Permanent Pump Station on the 17th
Street Canal at the Orleans line. Approximately 14
miles of hurricane protection has been completed for
East Jefferson by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers,
comprised of earthen levees, all-weather access roads,
breakwaters protecting the lakefront pump stations,
floodgates along the lake and along Kenner’s West
Return Floodwall and foreshore rock protecting the
lakefront and West Return Floodwall.
The two projects still in construction and scheduled for completion before the 2013 hurricane season
are the Causeway Floodwall and Bridge Abutment
and the Fronting Protection Projects. The Causeway

Project, which involves the construction of a new
floodwall with the Causeway bridge spans built above
the floodwall, is projected to be completed by June 1.
This project will, for the first time since the Causeway
was constructed, allow access for bikers and pedestrians to travel under the bridge spans on the new allweather access road. Fran Campbell, East Jefferson
Levee District Executive Director, said, “Hopefully
by June 2013, Kenner residents will be able to travel
from the Grandlake Pump Station along the West Return Floodwall along the lakefront all-weather access
road to Bucktown.”
The Fronting Protection Project at the Duncan,
Elmwood, Suburban and Bonnabel pump stations is
also scheduled to be completed by June 2013. Campbell said Jefferson residents will be relieved to know
that massive sluice gates were built at each of these

pump stations to prevent the backflow of lake waters
and the resulting flooding situation that occurred

during Katrina.
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Standard and Poor’s assigns “A+” rating to
city of Kenner bond issue

Another stand-still budget looms for Kenner

Kenner has received an A+ rating from Standard & Poor’s for the sales tax bond issue being refinanced to raise $29 million for beautification and
safety enhancements at critical corridors throughout the city, making it possible for at least $3 million
in additional beautification projects.
“This is great, great news,” said Kent Schexnayder, senior vice president for Sisung Securities, Corp,
financial advisors to the city.
The highest possible rating from S&P is AAA,
and there are no governments with that rating in the
state, Schexnayder said. For example, Jefferson Parish sales tax bonds enjoy an A+ rating from Standard
and Poor’s.
A city’s rating is similar to the way credit scores
affect the ability of homeowners to borrow money.
The higher the credit score, the lower the cost to
borrow. With municipal bond issues, the better the

Last year, Kenner’s operating budget was $58.1
million with a $3.4 million capital budget. This year
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni sent the City Council
a proposed $58.4 million operating budget with a $2.1
million capital budget for fiscal year 2013-2014.
“This is going to be another tight budgetary year
with very little wiggle room,” says Kenner Assistant
Finance Director Victor LaRocca. “The economists
can argue about whether we are technically still in a
recession but in Kenner our sales tax revenues have

rating, the lower the debt costs.
“It is just huge for Kenner to obtain an A+ rating on their sales tax issue,” Schexnayder said. “We
think that the investment community will look at
this bond issue very favorably.”
Because of the high rating, the city may not
have to provide a debt service reserve fund with
cash from the bond issue. Investors feel more comfortable when a bond issue includes a reserve fund
with the ability to pay for a year of debt service on
the bond issue. However, Kenner can instead get an
insurance policy without having to put up the cash
for the debt service reserve fund, Schexnayder said.
That means $3 million or more could be available on top of the $29 million and could be used for
additional projects. “We won’t know exactly how
page 23

If a tropical storm or hurricane looms, Kenner
will be better prepared than last year
By Allan Katz
Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
says the city’s levees are improved, the first responders have better communications gear and more than
20 agencies are prepared to provide assistance to
people and property if a tropical storm or hurricane
comes whipping out of the Gulf of Mexico as Hurricane Isaac did last year.
But Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
Doug Dodt says the most important change may be
that the National Weather Service is prepared to provide the public with lots of information about whatever tropical storms or hurricanes that may be lurking
in the Gulf this year.
“Last year, when the National Weather Service

By Allan Katz
fluctuated and we are only slightly above where we
were five years ago.” LaRocca says that for Kenner
city government, sales taxes are the major source of
revenues and, for a half-decade now, they have reflected a tight market with spending held down by
insecurity regarding employment.
LaRocca says that while sales taxes revenues
are expected to go up by about one percent, the city’s
page 20

Tourism study reports travelers want
commercial development on Kenner’s lakefront
More than 1,000 business and leisure travelers, many who have visited the New Orleans area in
the past, said that a boardwalk-type development
overseeing Lake Pontchartrain would make them
seriously consider including a day trip in their New
Orleans vacation and perhaps even include an overnight stay in Kenner.
That is just one of the results of a tourism study
by a Virginia market research company, Mandala

Research LLC, that was unveiled last month before
members of Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s Economic Development Committee.
The study will be forwarded to city consultants
who are in the process of putting together a presentation to state officials for the economic development of the lakefront area in Laketown. The state
owns the land but has asked Kenner to take the lead
page 19

New city webpage displays active road
construction projects to assist travelers
Doug Dodt
Kenner Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
said a Category 1 Hurricane named Isaac was preparing to strike Kenner, most of us who have endured
page 20

Over the next 12 to 18 months the city of Kenner will undergo a significant number of construction-related projects along major thoroughfares and
some residential streets, a direct result of multiple
programs investing in Kenner’s infrastructure improvements.
The programs and organizations associated
with these projects include, but are not limited to

the Paths to Progress program (sponsored by the
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development), Federal Transit Authority, Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality (sewerage
infrastructure),state capital outlay program, statewide flood control program, Federal Transit Authority/state safety grant, city of Kenner Public Works
page 22
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Kenner Planetarium & MEgadome Cinema

LATE NITE LASER

AND

Every Friday in July

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

July 5 H 9:00 PM
Laser Metallica is the ultimate heavy metal
laser light show. Featuring tracks from the
band’s Master of Puppets and albums,
Laser Metallica packs a hard hitting punch!
Songs include: For Whom the Bell Tolls,
Fuel, One, Nothing Else Matters, and Enter
Sandman among many others.

Hubble vision

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes
View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and in-depth planetarium
show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries made by
the Hubble Space Telescope. See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

Running TiMe: 52 MinuTeS

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Running time: 40 minutes

Narrated By Meryl Streep, HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU carries
audiences on a journey deep into the soulstirring heart of
Louisiana - before, during and after the unprecedented
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU
follows a group of four musicians, both legendary and rising, as they uncover the electrifying culture
of New Orleans; explore the beautiful, alligator filled bayous on airboats; recount their personal stories
of Katrina; and most of all, bring the focus to the rapidly disappearing wetlands that are New Orleans’
first line of defense against deadly storms.

Featuring some of the most popular
Led Zeppelin songs ever released, Laser
Zeppelin will satisfy even the most
die‐hard of fans! The playlist includes: Song
Remains the Same, Immigrant Song, Whole
Lotta Love, and Stairway to Heaven
among many others.
Running TiMe: 50 MinuTeS

Pink Floyd’s Dark
Side of the Moon

July 26 H 9:00 PM
July 19 H 9:00 PM

Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light.
Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez, Lady GaGa,
Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
General Public - Saturdays Only H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

experience the album that defined the sound
of British rock band Pink Floyd. Released in
1973, Dark Side of the Moon explores the
gamut of life experiences from birth to death.
This laser show brings these intense themes to
life through stunning color and imagery. Among
the many tracks featured are Money, Us and
Them, Time, and Brain Damage/Eclipse.

Stunning imagery and mind bending symbolism mark Pink Floyd’s groundbreaking 1979
album. Featured in this remarkable laser
light show are all of the album’s 15 tracks.
Among them are: In the Flesh, Goodbye Blue
Sky, Comfortably Numb, and Another Brick
in the Wall.
Running TiMe: 52 MinuTeS

Running TiMe: 50 MinuTeS
The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.
For more information, call 504‐468‐7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us
Box Office opens at 8:30 PM for all late night shows!
TiCKeTS ARe $5 PeR PeRSOn PeR ShOw!

0613_LaserNiteAd.indd 1

0613_PlanetariumAd.indd 1

July 12 H 9:00 PM

5/25/13 6:54 PM

5/25/13 6:53 PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
0313_KS_Farmers Market_1-4.indd 1
0613_KennerFP.indd 1

5/25/13 6:55 PM
5/25/13 6:56 PM
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5/25/12 7:44 PM
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from The Editor

A levee that provides 100 year protection? Forget about it!
By Allan Katz

Fran Campbell
“Storm surge kills people,” says Campbell. it was done, turned out the lights in every buildhas been the ex- “The Weather Service in the past measured
ing in the city of Kenner.
ecutive director of
storms by the wind speed but in the future, be“This is why we urge people to evacuate,”
the East Jefferson
ginning this year I hope, the Weather Service will
says Campbell. “There is no such thing as a little
Levee District for
be also talking about storm
storm or a safe storm. Any
10 years. The work
surge because if it tops the
tropical storm or hurricane,
“There is no such thing
done by her team has saved thousands of lives.
levees and comes rumbling
regardless of category, can
“I’m one of those people who thinks I have a
down Williams Boulevard, a
kill you and every member
as a little storm or a safe
great job and do good for the community,” says
lot of very scared people are
of your family. I know there
Campbell. “But there are moments, like those
going to be sitting in their
are times when people
storm. Any tropical storm
during Hurricane Katrina, you think your heart
attics and on their rooftops.
evacuate and sit in a long
is going to break.”
If they tell you that the exline of bumper-to-bumper
or hurricane, regardless of
From today’s perspective, Campbell feels
pected storm surge is going
traffic wondering if they
really good about improvements since last year
to be six or seven feet, that
did
the right thing. It’s the
category, can kill you and
to the levees protecting Kenner. But, she wants
means you need to be in
one time you decide the
to make one thing perfectly clear – there is no
your vehicle headed for the every member of your family.” safe thing is to stay home
such thing as a levee that guarantees protection
I-10. Or, it might mean you
and ride it out that it turns
from storms for the next 100 years.
should have been in your
into a monster and the fam“There are no guarantees in this business,” vehicle three hours ago.”
ily ends up hanging onto the rooftop.”
she says. “No levee can guarantee anything.”
Campbell says many in Kenner regarded
Campbell belongs to that be-safe-first
Campbell says there are too many variables
Hurricane Isaac last year as a Category I drizzle
group that says unless you have a generator and
over which we humans have no control to think
as it came out of the Gulf of Mexico. Then it
know how to operate it, you really don’t want to
that anything is assured.
stalled over Kenner and the Category 1, before
be in your house without power for three or four
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days waiting for the emergency crew to come
repair the downed power lines. “If you’re in the
house without power, there are going to be problems with the little children and with those who
have medical problems,” she says. “I understand
how difficult it is to evacuate when you’re living
paycheck to paycheck. But it’s even more difficult if you waited too late to evacuate, there’s
three feet of water in the house and the power
lines are all down.”
Campbell says eight years after Katrina,
there’s no reason for anyone to have forgotten
how bad a storm can be. “Please don’t be smug,
don’t be complacent about tropical storms and
hurricanes,” she says. “Think safety first. I’m
someone who makes sure those levees are there
to protect us. But, with a Katrina or an Isaac
that stalls over our city, all bets are off. There
are times when true valor is evacuating to keep
everyone safe.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

Political
Stop the Louisiana election madness
By Jeff Crouere
It is not looking
good for the Democrats as the party attempts to retain the
Senate and gain control of the House in the upcoming mid-term elections.
It was recently announced that Montana Senator Max Baucus, a six-term incumbent, will retire at
the end of his term in 2014. He becomes the sixth
Democrat to announce his retirement, giving the
Republicans a great chance of taking over the majority in the U.S. Senate.
Currently, there are 45 Republicans in the
Senate and 55 Senators who caucus with the Democrats. Historically, the mid-term election is a good
one for the party that is out of power. For example,
the final mid-term election of the George W. Bush
administration was a disaster for the incumbent Republicans. As we move closer to the 2014 election,
the president will be aggressively campaigning for
Democratic candidates, trying to convince voters to
give his party complete control of Congress.
Here is the problem for the Democrats, the
Affordable Care Act, which is the president’s cherished healthcare plan. It will be implemented in
January of 2014 and will surely be viewed negatively
by voters. The legislation will encourage up to 30
million new patients to enter the healthcare system.
The doctor shortage that we have today will
become more acute. This will strain an already dysfunctional healthcare system. A new Deloitte survey
discovered that 57 percent of doctors are threatened by the new healthcare law and 60 percent plan
to retire early.
The average waiting time for patients will increase as the Deloitte survey estimates that there
will be 70,000 fewer doctors by 2020. With more people entering a healthcare system that has fewer and

fewer doctors, it is inevitable that more patients will
be treated by nurse practitioners, who have significantly less training than physicians. This will lead to
more medical errors with tragic consequences.
Already, insurance premiums are increasing
and this trend should accelerate next year. Voters
are seeing that the overall quality of healthcare will
be diminished and even Senator Baucus admitted
that the country is looking at a “huge train wreck”
due to Obamacare. Of course voters will blame Democrats for the impending disaster as no Republicans
voted for the bill.
Despite a huge war chest, Baucus knew his
re-election campaign would be difficult in the super red state of Montana, where voters recently
expressed their opinion on Obamacare, by voting
70 to 30 percent to prevent the state from requiring
citizens to purchase health insurance.
Another senator who could face trouble is Louisiana’s own Mary Landrieu, who disregarded the
will of her constituents and voted for the healthcare
bill. While this occurred in 2010, plenty of voters will
surely remember it at the midterm election. Like
Montana voters, the people of Louisiana are not
fans of President Obama and his agenda. This will
be a hurdle for Senator Landrieu, who votes with
the Obama administration 93 percent of the time.
With her pro-Obama voting record, Republican Senate candidate Congressman Bill Cassidy has
plenty of ammunition in the race against Landrieu.
While Senator Landrieu has a good approval rating
of 56 percent, according to the latest Southern Media poll, she has taken unpopular positions. Her latest vote for gun control legislation will certainly be
an issue that Cassidy raises in the campaign.
Over the next few weeks, Senator Landrieu
will face another uncomfortable vote, on the issue of
immigration reform. A Landrieu vote for the “Gang

of Eight” and their pro-amnesty legislation will be
another gift for the Republican challenger. Republicans now believe they will easily pick up the Senate seat in Montana and have a fighting chance to
defeat the formidable Landrieu, who has won three
Senate elections by margins that have increased
every time.
This campaign may be different for Senator
Landrieu as she will be running in a low turnout midterm election instead of a high turnout presidential
race. In addition, the Republican Party will likely be
unified behind Cassidy, who is a mainstream conservative candidate, not considered unacceptable
by any wing of the GOP. While Landrieu will have
big Republican donors like Boysie Bollinger and Joe
Cannizaro on her team, she is unlikely to earn the
endorsement of many GOP elected officials.
If the election were held today, Landrieu
would win another close race. Unfortunately for the
senator, there is plenty of time before the mid-term
election and the specter of Obamacare regulations
loom on the horizon.
The health care plan is the senator’s greatest liability and Congressman Cassidy’s ace in
the hole.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Preparation and planning can make all the difference in disasters
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
Hurricane season officially started
on June 1, and I’m sure
I’m not alone in hoping
that Kenner and the
rest of the area is spared any tropical storm activity
this season.
Of course, “hoping” is not the way to prepare for
hurricane season. As we learned here in Kenner and
elsewhere in the metropolitan area last year, the category assigned to an approaching storm by forecasters
does not tell the whole story.
Hurricane Isaac was a Category 1 hurricane.
Many of us have experienced Category 1 storms that
were no worse than a series of serious, afternoon thunderstorms. That was not the case with Isaac. Because
the storm moved in slowly and then sat over the metropolitan area for nearly two days, Isaac delivered a
much bigger punch than most people expected.
Every home and business in the city lost power
– some for more than a week. The three-day rainfall
total topped 15 inches at the parish line drainage
pump station. Wind gusts as high as 68 miles per hour
were reported at Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. The situation was compounded by the
fact that only an estimated 10 percent of residents decided to evacuate. Many trees and power poles came
down – a combination of the wind and the saturated
ground – and there were numerous reports of wind
damage throughout the city. Damage to City Hall,
the Pontchartrain Center and playgrounds and other
recreation facilities was estimated at more than $4.1

million.
Although August and September is the traditional height of the hurricane season, now is the time for
every Kenner resident to prepare for this hurricane
season. Remember that in 2005, well before Katrina
changed all of our lives, two storms struck in June.
Let’s use some of the lessons learned from Isaac to be
ready for the next storm to arrive:
Evacuate if you can, even if it’s not mandatory. While many people want to protect their homes
and property, how many of you – in hindsight – would
have evacuated if you knew power would be out for a
minimum of four to five days? Many of our older residents struggled in the heat that followed Isaac until
power was restored. Decide now where you will go,
whether it is a hotel or motel out of harm’s way or a
friend or relative outside the area.
Storm-triggered power outages can linger. If a
storm sits over the area, as was the case with Isaac,
Entergy workers are prohibited from beginning any
repairs until winds have diminished and it’s safe to
work on ladders and in boom trucks. Work crews follow a priority list that calls for repairs to begin at the
power plants and then move to substations and then
major feeder lines that deliver power across the city.
Remember, too, that hospitals and police and fire stations have first priority. The potential for a significant
power outage is another strong reason to evacuate, if
you can.
Develop a family action plan. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency recommends that
all coastal residents decide how – and when – their

Dr. Seuss Inspires Dealer To Create Crazy Car Sale
Read This To Discover How You Can Drive A Nicer,
Newer Car In 2013 With Just $2 Down!

Kenner, La. – “I’m a car dealer who is feeling blue. I have too many cars and don’t know what to do. If you’re
willing to put down a dollar or two, you can make my misfortune a bonus for you,” Doug Turner of Deal N
Doug’s Autoplex rhymed.
His recent promotion was such a huge success that the dealership is overstocked with trades from last month!
Then to make matters worse, Deal N Doug’s Autoplex just got an extra allocation of vehicles. All of these cars
are taking up way too much space so Turner needs help from the people of Kenner.
“Instead of ‘yea, its Spring,’ I’m stuck with all these cars and feeling more like it’s a Happy Blue Spring,” stated
Turner. “So I’m hamming it up Dr. Seuss style, spouting rhymes and getting zany. I’m doing away with all this
Spring Time doom and gloom, having some Seussical fun and solving my problem and the problems that are
keeping Kenner residents from driving the car they really want or need, all at the same time!”
One of the big problems Deal N Doug is solving this month is the lack of cash needed for a down payment. This
week at Deal N Doug’s Autoplex, you can drive for two dollars down—that’s a big enough deal to
get even the biggest homebodies off the couch and down to Deal N Doug’s.
Turner plans to sell cars even if that means making less and breaking even this month to get Spring Time off
to a good start, clearing out excess inventory and keeping staff busy and positive in 2013. It’s a Seussical Sale
to help everyone drive a nicer, newer car and have a nicer, newer attitude this Spring.

DON’T LET BANG-UPS & HANG-UPS STOP YOU FROM
GETTING APPROVED FOR A NICER, NEWER CAR
Don’t despair if you’ve struggled with credit issues in the past. Dr. Seuss reminds us, “I’m sorry to say so but,
sadly it’s true that bang-ups and hang-ups can happen to you.” So regardless of the mishaps in your past, get
down to Deal N Doug’s fast.
The “For The People® Credit Approval Process” at Deal N Doug’s is in full gear and
works to get people who have been turned down in the past driving a nicer, newer
car today!
The team at Deal N Doug’s is ready to help you drive the car of your dreams, even if it takes a little extra rhyming and reasoning with the banks to do it.

Don’t Be A Bore. Get Down To Our Store!

Let Dr. Seuss inspire you. He said, “Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. So . . . get on your way.”
Two bucks down and you could get on your way today in a nicer, newer car! Bring
down your trade right now! They don’t care if it’s a FAST CAR, A SLOW CAR, A NEW CAR OR AN
OLD CAR! But hurry, Deal N Doug’s needs extra space. Once 50 cars go, this Seussical Savings will be history!
So hurry down this week! They need your help at Deal N Doug’s.
To take advantage of this generous offer, visit Deal N Doug’s at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie or
call (504) 887-3131. Plus, you can start the quick and easy credit approval process by going to www.
dealndougs.com.
*Requires banks approval, may not be combined with other offers.
0613DealNDoug.indd 1

5/25/13 7:00 PM

MAYOR MICHAEL S. YENNI

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

469-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

family will evacuate if a storm is approaching. FEMA
offers some great hurricane preparation tips at www.
ready.gov. The state (via GOHSEP) also offers information at www.getagameplan.org.
Utilize Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management resources: Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Doug Dodt is constantly in contact
with state and local emergency officials, FEMA and
forecasters when a storm is approaching. I created
his position – a first for the city of Kenner – because
emergencies, whether they are hurricanes, tornadoes
or train accidents, require a free flow of the latest
information to the public. Because of Doug, our employees are better trained to handle emergencies and
we are up to date with the latest requirements from
FEMA to receive reimbursement from the state and
federal agencies after an emergency. If you have questions about emergency management, you can contact
Doug via my office or visit his page on our city website,
which is full of helpful information.
If you decide to stay during a storm event, it’s important that Kenner residents understand the limitations faced by city workers, police and firefighters who
remain on the job before, during and after a storm. We
received many calls from residents who asked for ice
and food and help removing storm debris.
Unfortunately, the decision to open locations for

ice and water giveaways is controlled by state officials.
Kenner simply doesn’t have the supplies or the ability
to feed and help individual residents during an emergency. Our overriding concern is safety. City workers
hit the streets when it is safe in order to handle sewer
and drainage issues so you don’t lose your water or the
ability to flush toilets and other issues that present an
immediate threat to life or safety.
I suggest you save this column as well as the
important emergency contact numbers included. Put
them on your refrigerator or store them in your cell
phone. The main phone line at my office, 468-7200,
converts to a 24-hour emergency line during a storm
event. The latest information will also be posted on
the city’s website, www.kenner.la.us, and on Kenner’s Facebook page during any storm event to keep
residents and business owners informed. These communication methods are intended to reach those who
may be without power or that have evacuated.
The best scenario for everyone in the city is
a few hours of planning now. After that, we can all
hope that these plans don’t have to be used this
hurricane season. Remember: hope for the best,
plan for the worst.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

City of Kenner schedules “Community
Listening Sessions” by council district
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s 41-member
Economic Development Committee, which was organized two years ago to develop a plan to promote
a more prosperous economic climate in the city,
developed the “Kenner 2030 Plan for Prosperous
Future.” One part of the comprehensive plan suggested hosting a series of listening sessions for residents. A session was held in February as a “test run”
and residents citywide were invited and attended.
In the coming months, one session will be held in
each council district. Mayor Yenni and the council

members associated to each district are scheduled
to attend to listen to resident concerns in an informal setting.
In accordance with the recommendations of
the Kenner 2030 Plan, “Community Listening Sessions” will take place in each council district progressing numerically as follows:
All meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. and doors
will open 15 minutes prior to start time. While open
page 22

CITY OF KENNER COMMUNITY LISTENING SESSIONS
COUNCIL DISTRICT
1
2
3
4
5

DATE
5/29/2013
6/26/2013
7/24/2013
8/28/2013
9/25/2013

LOCATION
Heritage Hall, 303 Williams Blvd.
Kenner Council Chambers, 1801 Williams Blvd.
Driftwood Park Country Club, 94 Gelpi Ave.
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Dr.
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Dr.
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It’s hurricane season: Prepare now
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
As residents of
southeastern Louisiana, we know the
devastating effects
storms can have on
our area. The 2013
hurricane season begins June 1 and now is the
time to make sure your family is prepared. A successful plan will depend on a high level of readiness and will ultimately ensure your family’s safety.
In the days leading up to a hurricane’s potential landfall, you should keep up with television
and radio updates as much as possible and take action accordingly. Be sure to pick up and secure any
loose objects in and around your property well in
advance. Have bricks, cinder blocks or other similar objects available in order to raise furniture and
appliances in case of flooding. It’s a good idea to
have plywood on hand before the hurricane season
starts, as many people rush to the hardware store
at the last minute to purchase what they need.
Also, it’s a good idea to make trees on your property
more wind-resistant by removing diseased and

tire and roadside supplies. While in your vehicle,
damaged limbs and strategically removing branch- tune into your local emergency broadcasts for the
es so wind can blow through easily.
latest information. Road and bridge closings are
If you plan to evacuate with your family, be common during a disaster and keeping up with
sure to take special precautions for children, el- the latest news will help you avoid these routes.
derly and disabled family members and pets. Tell
Many of us have experienced gridlocks on
your neighbors where you are going and exchange interstates during past hurricane evacuations. It’s
emergency contact numbers should you need to a headache for everyone waiting on the road and
get in touch with each other
it serves as an unpleasant
following a storm. There
reminder to leave as early
“Creating a plan before a
are several essential items
as possible. Rest assured
you should bring with you,
your police department
hurricane threatens our area is that
such as flashlights, batterwill do everything possible
ies, a battery-powered radio,
the most important thing you to help alleviate foreseeable
maps, prescription medicaproblems should an evacuations, a first-aid kit, non-per- can do for your family’s safety.” tion occur. The Kenner Poishable foods, bottled water,
lice Department has local
clothing, sleeping bags and
evacuation plans and a link
pillows. It is also imperative that you take all your to the Louisiana Citizen Awareness and Disaster
important documents, such as your driver’s li- Evacuation Guide available on the KPD website
cense, Social Security card, proof of residence, in- at www.kennerpd.com. You can obtain additional
surance policies, wills, deeds, birth and marriage information through the Louisiana State Police at
certificates and tax records. Make sure to fuel www.lsp.org as well as the website for the goveryour vehicle ahead of time and check your spare nor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

Preparedness at www.gohsep.la.gov or www.getagameplan.org.
After evacuating for a hurricane, stay where
you are until local authorities give the signal that
it is safe to return home. Once home, inspect all
power lines near your residence and report any
lines that are loose or damaged. Do not, under any
circumstances, touch a downed power line.
Creating a plan before a hurricane threatens
our area is the most important thing you can do
for your family’s safety. Waiting to take action immediately before a hurricane makes landfall can
make an already stressful situation more difficult.
Review your hurricane plan often, divide responsibilities among family members, and keep children
informed and involved. Discuss new ideas and better ways of carrying preparations out. By knowing
exactly what to do when disaster strikes, you and
your family will be ready.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Kenner’s website and Facebook page provide two resources of information
throughout Kenner’s emergency operations processes
By Valerie Waguespack – Kenner Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications Director
Last August, city
officials prepared to
activate its emergency operations as the
threat of what became Hurricane Isaac imposed itself on the New Orleans metropolitan area. As the
emergency operations center prepared for impact,
no one knew that this Category 1 storm would linger over the area, dropping mass amounts of rain
and wind, as well as causing destruction far more
extensive than anyone would imagine a Category 1
storm could create.
Nevertheless, residents of Kenner who did
not realize the major impact of Isaac and therefore opted to remain at their homes to ride out
the storm, were left without electricity for days…
some for more than one week. Their only means
of communication was the city of Kenner’s website
and Facebook page, via their smartphones.
The city of Kenner’s website was revamped
and introduced to the public in August of 2011. A
Facebook page was started around that time as
well. These two forms of media, both in what some
may define as their infancy stages, carried information to residents of Kenner and even outside
of city limits to unincorporated Jefferson Parish.
Constantly posting storm updates, information regarding food and shelter, as well as open businesses and available resources, these pages brought
residents the capability to stay informed while
their homes were still dark.
After Isaac left the area, information was provided regarding debris pick-up and garbage collection, as well as faith-based recovery locations and
FEMA’s resources and progress in recovery efforts.
While power was out, residents were plugging their
smartphones into car chargers and utilizing their
data services to get online and receive updates
posted by the public information team and the
emergency operations center. They would share

the information they obtained with neighbors who
did not have the same capabilities.
The city of Kenner’s emergency operations
center was fully staffed around the clock throughout the Hurricane Isaac event complete with a call
center fielding resident questions and concerns.
However, Facebook provided another avenue for
communication and feedback for those with access to the page. Aside from questions being asked
and answered via the Facebook page, residents
were alerting the city of numerous situations
throughout Kenner spanning from dangerous debris, downed power lines, and power outages.
As this hurricane season nears its beginning, we are urging residents and business owners
throughout Kenner and Jefferson Parish to “like”
the city of Kenner Government Facebook page.
It can be found at www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment. We are also asking everyone
to familiarize themselves with the city of Kenner
website at www.kenner.la.us. These two avenues of
communication proved to be essential throughout
Hurricane Isaac and will be utilized at a further extent throughout future emergency situations.
These two forms of media are currently used
daily to convey important city information and
event details throughout Kenner, and we urge you
to begin using them now. But, before the 2013 hurricane season begins, get on the web and browse
through our Facebook and webpage. Familiarize
yourself with two forms of media that will help to
keep you informed.
Valerie Waguespack is director of the city of
Kenner’s Information Technology and Telecommunications Department, located on the fourth
floor of Building C at 1801 Williams Boulevard.
Waguespack can be reached at 468-6655 or at
vwaguespack@kenner.la.us.

reservations@kpba.biz

0613_KPBA.indd 1
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Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Meeting Dates: June 13 & 27
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
EAA_0613.indd 1

5/25/13 7:02 PM
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Law
Doing the right thing
By Steven A. Watts

SMALL JOBS

If you die before your parents, what
does your spouse receive from your esRepairs • Drain Cleaning
tate? Does your share of your parents’
estate
go to your spouse? There is a comHot Water Heaters
•
mon misconception that a wife will inherit from her husband’s parents.
However many husbands do not realize that their wife is not in the
Residential Repairs
direct line to inherit from his parents. Absent a valid will, inheritance
Servicing Metairie & Kenner
laws protect the bloodline including adopted children, not the surviving spouse.
Here’s an example. Doris and Dan have two sons, Sam and Dave.
Sammy Sabella
Owner/Operated
Each son is married and has two children. No one in the family has a
0513_AAA_Trophies.pdf
1
4/26/13
9:48 PM
will so the Louisiana laws of intestacy determine who inherits. Dan
Licensed Master Plumber
Over 25 Years
dies first. Doris gets a lifetime usufruct of Dan’s estate. Sam and Dave
are the actual owners of their father’s estate, one-half of their parent’s
0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1
34 Y 1/25/13 7:33 PMcommunity property, but as long as Doris lives and does not remarry,
Anni ear
vers
she has the right of use of her deceased husband’s estate and all its
ary
assets. Doris retains ownership of her one-half of their community
property.
Sam dies next before his surviving mother, Doris. Doris still mainLake
tains a usufruct over her husband’s estate and still owns her one-half
Personalized Awards for:
of the community property. If Doris dies next, does the widow of Sam
Dance
Scholastic
Music
39th St.
Swimming
Retirement
Safety
inherit her husband’s portion of Dan’s estate? Many people wrongly
Parties
Bowling
Pool
believe that she will, but the truth is she will not. Doris is not in her de3813 ❈
Football
Track
Basketball
ceased husband’s blood line. Her two children will inherit Sam’s porSoccer
Baseball
Golf
tion of Dan’s estate free of any usufruct when Doris dies and if Doris
38th St.
Tennis
Racquetball
Karate
has not written a will, they will also inherit a share of her estate. The
T-Shirts & Caps
children stand in the place of their deceased father and inherit his
one-half portion of their grandparent’s estates in equal shares.
Florida Ave

Williams Blvd.

885-0399
818-0007

It is important to recognize that inherited property is separate
property under Louisiana law, provided it is not co-mingled with community property. In this case, there was no opportunity for co-mingling
the inheritance because Doris had a usufruct, and Sam was never in
full possession of the inheritance. Only in the unusual case when there
are no surviving parents, siblings, nieces, nephews, great nieces, etc.
does the wife inherit her husband’s portion. The inheritance goes to
the bloodline of descendants until there are no more descendants in
the bloodline. It is a rare family that has no collateral descendants of
any degree.
When you die and have no children, do you want your brother,
sister, nieces and nephews to inherit your separate property before
your wife? Husbands, no matter what their age, need to protect their
wives. The way to do this is to have a will drawn up giving your wife as
much as possible under the law. The amount you can give your wife
will depend on the ages of your children, if you have any.
Why let your wife struggle when you are gone? Prepare a simple
will now and provide her with the maximum financial protection to
which she is legally entitled.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is
located at 4200 S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can
be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.
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When someone else drives your car
By Marie M. Clesi
Your babysitter uses your car to
drive your kids to the swimming pool.
Your brother-in-law borrows your car
for the weekend. You’ve given them
your permission – but what happens if
there’s an accident when someone else
is behind the wheel of your car?
“Generally it’s not a problem if they’re driving with your consent,” says Jeanne Salvatore, senior vice president of public affairs
and consumer spokesperson for the Insurance Information Institute.
“If it’s an occasional use – say I borrow your car to go pick up milk–
and as long as permission has been verbally granted, you’ll typically
be covered.”
But borrowing a car under other circumstances, such as in
these examples, may not be as clear-cut. Coverage will depend on
your insurer and your particular policy.
If someone drives your vehicle to perform a job, such as making
deliveries or hauling materials, and has an accident, that claim may
not be covered because the car was being used for business.
If your adult child doesn’t live with you anymore and you’ve lent
him or her your car as a primary transportation, you may not be fully
covered if your child hasn’t been named the primary driver on your
policy.
Typically, even if the person driving your car has his or her own
insurance, your insurance will likely pay damages first if there’s an
accident. The driver’s insurance may cover some of the personal in-

jury or medical expenses and it may supplement your plan if the accident maxes out your coverage.
“When you have someone you employ, such as a nanny or a
nurse who will be a regular driver, contact your insurance agent
about your coverage,” Salvatore recommends. “He or she may need
to be added to your policy.”
Because the policy terms and state laws can vary widely, always
contact your insurance agent before loaning out your car– or any
other motor vehicle, such as a motorcycle, boat, jet ski, snowmobile,
ATV or RV.
“Any time you have a question about your coverage, call your
insurance agent first,” says Salvatore. “You always want to let the
insurance company know the circumstances. Get their advice.”
“Don’t be cavalier about lending your car,” adds Salvatore. “If
you know someone isn’t a good driver, think twice about giving your
permission. Any accident they’re in could go on your insurance record.”
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency,
Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a
Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto,
home, renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial
services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7,
in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@
statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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13TH
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY!

Grammy nominated comedienne to perform
at Castle Theatre in Kenner’s Rivertown

CASH DRAWINGS,
COMPLIMENTARY FOOD*
AND MORE
SATURDAY, JUNE 15 • 5PM-7PM

N EWLYE D!
EL
R E MOD

1700 JOE YENNI BLVD, KENNER • 504.461.5246

YOU COULD
WIN CASH
INSTANTLY!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
NOW - JUNE 29 • 12PM - 2AM

CASH WINNERS EACH DAY!
Grammy nominated comedian Caroline Picard
NEW ROYAL REWARDS MEMBERS;

On Sunday, June 16 on Father’s Day the
comedy club offers a “Father’s Day Fandango!”
celebrating dads featuring the comedy of Becky
Allen with the music of Linda Wright and hosted
by Jodi Borrello. A light buffet is included. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m.
The “Three Charmers of New Orleans” featuring the comedy of Becky Allen, Jodi Borrello
and Amanda Hebert are scheduled for two nights,
Friday, June 28 and Saturday, June 29. The shows
start at 8:00 p.m.
The Castle Theatre is located at 501 Williams Boulevard. For ticket information call
287-4707.

CUT THIS COUPON AND BRING IN TO THE FAIR
GROUNDS OTB & CASINO FOR YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN UP TO $250 IN CASH INSTANTLY.
NAME: _________________________________
DATE: _________________________________

$250 IN CASH INSTANTLY!
Must be a new Royal Rewards member to participate. Twin Spires members not eligible. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino
representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid
government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.
Kenner Star

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO
*Complimentary food available while supplies last. $70,000 Dynamite Dollars not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new Royal Rewards member to
participate. Twin Spires members not eligible. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management
reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

Lost
Your
CooL?
Lost
Your
Lost Your CooL?
CooL?
Becky Allen

Jodi Borrello

Amanda Hebert

Photo by Barry Sprague

Grammy nominated comedienne to perform
at Castle Theatre in Kenner plus more
Comedienne Caroline Picard is slated in
June to perform at Kenner’s Castle Theatre comedy club located in Rivertown. Jodi Borrello, one
of the owners of the Castle Theatre says, “Not only
is Caroline willing to tell you on stage how much
she loves America, but how much she adores Louisiana. She is from Maurice, Louisiana and has
provided laughter internationally. Caroline has
performed in over 30 USO tours for U.S. troops
and has always done so sporting either a Saints or
Ragin’ Cajuns baseball cap.”
Picard is now a resident of Galveston, Texas,
but her roots are strong in Louisiana.
Borrello says, “Caroline’s stage presence is
natural, honest and funny. From her tales of how
when she was younger, she and her siblings would
be entertained for hours with nothing more than
a cardboard box, her truth in comedy attitude
is what has made her a success in the comedic
world. The accolades of this Cajun queen are too
numerous to mention but one recent highlight is
she was nominated in the 51st Grammys for best
comedy album titled ‘Live at the Laff Stop.’ I truly
look forward to working with this lady once again.
She will not only have audiences laughing and
quoting her comedic material for days after she
performs, but her honesty (along with her red
boots) that comes to the stage with her is what
we in Louisiana love.”
Borrello will host and Picard will be headlining at the Castle Theatre on Saturday, June 21,
2013, at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $25.
Every Saturday night in June at 10:30 p.m.
the Castle Theatre offers improvisational comedy
with Brown.
Comedy hypnotist Glen Hobgood will perform at 8:00 p.m. in a show hosted by Jodi Borrello
on Friday, June 7.
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On May 21, 2013, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni was a speaker at the Jefferson
Par

 each

ish Public School System’s “Teacher of the Year” luncheon. Mayor Yenni recognized


teacher with a city of Kenner certificate of merit.










Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
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MarkW.J.Dennis,
Fonte, Keith
C. D.
Dennis
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C. D.
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Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis
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A/C Service, Electronics,
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Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

AutomAtic
trAnsmission
Automotive
Automatic Transmission,
Inc.• Dennis
Dennis Automotive
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Drive, Kenner
• 466-1381
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Inc. Dennis
Automotive
504-466-1381
• www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381
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Banking

Stock market surges
By Guy Williams
Recently both
the Dow Jones industrial average and the
Standard & Poor’s
500 index have reached new highs. The increased
stock market activity has many people looking at
investing and reinvesting in the markets. Some
people, who sold after the crash, wonder if now is
the time to get back into the market.
Market timing is always difficult. The biggest
rookie mistake is to buy when the market is up and
sell when it is down. Unfortunately this is exactly
what many investors end up doing.
If you have been on the sidelines and wonder if now is the time to reinvest, the answer is no;
particularly if you sold when the market was low.
A better strategy is to divide your money into four

quarters and invest one-fourth each of the next
four years. You may miss some upside, but reentering the market gradually will avoid the risk of buying at the peak.
For many years market professionals have
recommended what is called dollar cost averaging.
This means investing a fixed amount every month
or every quarter. With this investment plan you take
the emotion out of your investment decision. Unfortunately, our emotions often lead us astray in the
investment arena. We tend to get excited and buy
when prices are high and sell when prices are low;
thus, insuring that we will never beat the market
and will in fact be beaten by the market.
This is an unusual time for investors. We are
seeing a weak economic recovery and record low interest rates. Since interest rates are so very low, this

is probably a good time to sell any long term bond
funds that you may own. There is simply almost no
where for bond yields to go but up. When this happens, bond prices, which move inversely to yield,
will go down. You could own long term government
bonds and literally see a 10 to 20 percent loss in value. Pools of mortgage-backed bond such as Fannie
Mae and Ginny Mae will be even worse. When rates
rise, those bond pools will pay back more slowly as
people stop refinancing their mortgages. When this
happens, it is called extension risk. You will continue to get a below market yield for a very long time.
If you try to sell the mortgage backed loan pool you
will have to sell at a loss.
So, if we don’t recommend putting everything
back into the market and we recommend selling
long term bonds and mortgage backed securities,
what should you do with excess cash? The first and
easiest thing to do is be sure that you have a pool
of money available to cover living expenses for six
months to one year. If you have that emergency

fund, then repay debt. Start with credit cards and
other high cost debt, then move on to car loans,
ending with your mortgage. Paying off all of your
loans is actually a good thing.
Finally, if you find yourself in the fortunate
position of being out of debt, invest the excess cash
in a savings or money market account. Shop around
and find the best FDIC insured rate and consider
staying within the FDIC insurance limits, especially
if you are investing outside of Louisiana.
These are interesting times for investors but
with a little care and planning you can avoid mistakes and prosper even in tough times.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Gulf Coast Bank announces strong first quarter performance
On April 29, 2013, Guy Williams, president and
chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company announced the bank’s earnings for the
quarter ending on March 31, 2013. The bank experienced an 80 percent increase over the comparable
period in 2012, earning $4.7 million (before income
taxes) compared to $2.5 million last year. In addition, net loans grew from $647 million to $686 million, an increase of six percent.
Gulf Coast Bank’s first quarter 2013 earnings

were preceded by a strong performance in 2012,
when the year’s total earnings of $15.1 million (before income taxes) reflected a 77 percent increase
from the prior year.
Williams attributes the growth to the bank’s
increased small business and mortgage lending
activity. Williams said Gulf Coast Bank places a significant focus on small business (SBA) and start-up
lending and is one of the largest mortgage lending
operations in South Louisiana.

“Our customers are refinancing to enjoy the
benefits of lower mortgage rates and many people
are seizing this opportunity to build their dream
house or move up to larger homes,” explains Mr.
Williams. “Furthermore, our small business customers are expanding to meet the growing Louisiana economy and to support the expansion in
natural gas extraction.”
Williams adds, “Our customers’ success is reflected in higher earnings and growth for the bank;

we succeed when they do.”
Gulf Coast Bank is a locally owned and operated bank operating 16 branches across Southeast Louisiana, including a Kenner branch located at 3410 Williams Boulevard, and has plans
to open a 17th branch in Uptown New Orleans on
Magazine Street. Visit www.GulfBank.com for
more information.

Chateau Golf and Country Club
ChiLdren’S SuMMer ProGrAMS
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Golf Clinics – Ages 7 & up

Interactive golf clinic – 9 to 10:30 am, Tuesday – Friday
Putting, chipping & bunker shots, long & short Irons, fairway woods &
tee shots Other activities are Chateau Putt Putt, golf course etiquette,
dress code & actual playing on the course
Sessions: June 4 – 7, July 9 -12
Member rate: $65 per member per session
Non-member rate: $85 per non-member
Includes Chateau Jr. golf tee shirt, refreshments during camp, nutritional snacks
Call Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional Wayne Fuselier at 467-1351
Email golfpro@chateaugcc.com for additional information or questions

Swim Team – Ages 3-18

Tennis Camps – Ages 5-11

Tennis will be played in the mornings and afternoons, with swimming
and lunch during the middle portions of the day. Half days also available.
The instruction for the tennis will be a fun, games-based approach using the
QuickStart format. There will also be introductory golf lessons one day per week.
Tues-Fri, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
June 4-7, 11-14, 18-21, 25-28 & July 9-12, 16-19, 23-26
Member rate: $160/week, $50/day, $30/half day (9:00-12:00 or 12:00-3:00)
Non-member rate: $200/week, $60/ day, $35/half day
Includes t-shirt, refreshments, nutritional snacks & lunch on full days
For more information or to reserve your spot call 467-1351 or email tennis@chateaugcc.com.

Members and grandchildren of members only
The Chateau Stingrays welcomes all previous and new members ages to
join our summer league swim team. With an emphasis on stroke development and
friendly competition among other local country clubs, the Swim Team offers its
members an excellent coaching staff and the opportunity to develop into a stronger and
safer swimmer. Practice in mid-May. Meets will be held on Wednesdays in June
and Monday, July 1 (Divisional Championship-July 8, City Meet—July 9)
Cost is $80/child & per $65/additional child
Packets available at front desk & www.chateaugcc.com

Swim Lessons

Open to members and non-members
Private, semi-private & group lessons start first week of June
For more information or to register visit www.selaaquatics.com.

Mini-Arts Camp – Ages 5-12

Member rate: $60 per child per week. Non-member rate: $75 per child per week
Kids will enjoy jewelry making, painting and all sorts of fun arts & craft projects
Tuesday-Friday 1:00-3:00 pm on June 11-14 & July 9-12
Includes light snacks & beverages. Call Allison - 467-1351

Chateau Golf & Country Club

3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.
Chateau CC Summer Programs_0513.indd 1
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Government
Kenner Office of Emergency Management
hosts regional response partners’
hurricane preparedness meeting
On May 7, 2013, Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Chief Steve
Caraway and Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management
held their annual Regional Response Partners’ Hurricane
Season Preparedness meeting at Kenner Police Headquarters. These meetings have been conducted since 2009
and attendance grows each year. The purpose of the session is to bring together agencies and organizations that
provide services to or that work collaboratively with the
city of Kenner year round and that may be called upon
to respond to Kenner in the event of a major storm. Participants review agency-specific emergency plans, identify
capabilities and resources, discuss strategy, identify points
of contacts and address issues of mutual concern, such as
contraflow, mutual aid, sheltering, re-entry protocols and
relief operations. The meeting facilitates close coordination between region-wide governmental and non-government entities during and following a disaster.
Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Michael
Quigley addressed the group, outlining the city’s unified
approach to incident management and describing coordination of municipal services. Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Doug Dodt, provided an outline
of incident management and field activities involving city
agencies during and following a storm event. Detective
Sergeant Mike Glaser, the Kenner Police Department’s
planning officer, and Fire Chief John Hellmers each presented detailed briefings on “first responder” operations
and capabilities.
Also participating were Kenner’s District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch, District 5 Councilman Kent
Denapolis and District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud, each
who described efforts within their individual districts designed to support effective information sharing between
the city officials, residents and business owners during
and following a severe weather event.
This year, the event was attended by over 70
representatives from various federal, state, parish and
local entities. Officials from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), Governor’s Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
(GOHSEP) and Jefferson Parish Emergency Management provided information on statewide, regional and
local emergency planning initiatives, evacuation decision making, re-entry protocols, alert systems, incident
management and resource management.
Officials from East Jefferson Levee District provided
information on levee maintenance and coordination of
flood control efforts with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The port of South Louisiana in Reserve provided information on maritime hurricane preparedness along the lower
Mississippi River. The U.S. Coast Guard discussed the
agency’s role in storm preparedness and rescue operations throughout Southeast Louisiana.
Commanders from Louisiana State Police Region
I and Troop B provided an overview of contraflow operations and discussed state law enforcement support to local
communities during and following a major storm event.
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) discussed highway maintenance and evacuation routes throughout the region.
Vineyard Church provided information on its considerable volunteer and relief efforts following Hurricane
Isaac. Officials from the Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals, Office of Public Health discussed shelters
and public health initiatives. The Louisiana Department of
Children and Family Services addressed regional assisted
evacuation operations as well as disaster relief programs.
A representative of the Hispanic community described Spanish language interpreter services that will be
available at the city emergency operations center.

The New Orleans Aviation Board discussed storm-related activities affecting air operations at Louis Armstrong
International Airport as well as emergency plans put into
effect at the facility during severe weather conditions. Canadian National (CN) Railway discussed rail road operations during major storms.
The Jefferson Parish Public School System provided information on emergency plans and protocols
for closures and re-opening of public schools throughout the parish.
Utility companies in attendance included Entergy
and Veolia Wastewater, whose representatives provided
information on pre-storm maintenance initiatives, prestaging of equipment and repair crews and plans for rapid
deployment of personnel for restorative operations following a significant storm event.
Representatives from the Pontchartrain Center
management staff were on hand to discuss that facility’s
usefulness for disaster relief activities. The Esplanade
mall management provided detailed information on retail
activities at the facility in the event of a storm.
Representatives from the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s
Office addressed 911 communications and special operations conducted by that agency during natural disasters.
The East Jefferson Levee District Police Department detailed their plans for increased levee patrols, monitoring
and emergency response and support of local law enforcement during storm events.
Also taking part in the meeting were officials from St.
Charles Parish and St. John the Baptist Parish emergency
management who provided an overview of storm plans and
emergency operations in those neighboring communities.
Representatives from Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and East Jefferson General Hospital as well as EJGH
Emergency Medical Service (EMS) discussed medical
care and emergency services during storm events.
The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary detailed capabilities of its emergency communications (EMCOMM)
team, which embeds with the city of Kenner at its Emergency Operations Center (EOC) providing essential backup communications during major storm events.
Representatives from various city agencies, including Legal, Finance, Public Works, K-TV, Information
Technology and Telecommunications, Community Development, Human Resources, Purchasing, Inspection and
Code Enforcement, Parks and Recreation, Clerk of Court
and Fleet Management participated in the meeting.
Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management has also
been working closely with officials from the Regional Transit Authority (RTA) and American Red Cross to ensure
continual bus service during designated evacuation periods and establishment of post-storm emergency shelters
when appropriate and necessary.
“Effective hurricane response requires a coordinated
regional effort,” said Mayor Yenni. “Kenner’s city administration works year round to develop and sustain close relationships with our regional response partners. Working
collaboratively with our federal, state and parish partners
and keeping our department heads and local elected officials informed on a wide variety of emergency management issues ensures Kenner has the capabilities necessary
to respond to any type of disaster.”
As we enter the hurricane season, Kenner residents
and business owners should feel confident that city of
Kenner officials and employees stand prepared to respond
sufficiently to storm events. Year-round planning, training and coordination sessions ensure that all of Kenner’s
agencies are capable of responding in a coordinated and
unified fashion to meet the needs of our community.
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We are THEATRE. We ARE fun!

June Events
EvERy SATuRdAy - Improvisational Comedy with Brown 10:30PM
June 7 8PM - Comedy Hypnotist Glen Hobgood.
Hosted by Jodi Borrello
June 16 8PM - Father’s day Fandango! A Celebration
of dad! Hosted by Jodi Borrello. Featuring the Comedy
of Becky Allen with the Music of Linda Wright.
Light buffet included.

Becky Allen

June 21 8PM - Grammy Nominee Comedian Caroline Picard.
June 28 & 29 8PM - The 3 Charmers of New Orleans.
If you LOvE New Orleans you will LOvE this show!
Featuring Becky Allen, Jodi Borrello & Amanda Hebert.
“Some people laughed so hard they cried…” Los Angeles Times

Amanda Hebert

501 Williams Blvd. in Historic Rivertown | Tickets: 287-4707 • www.Castle501.com
Brinkman’s Menswear, 3020 Severn Ave, Metairie 455-8284
Proudly supports the Castle Theatre.
0613_Castle Theatre.indd 1

5/25/13 9:49 PM

A/C not working?
Summer Savings!

ExpirEs
6/30/13

Kenny Polizzi, Nick Gambino,
Scott Zimmerman (owner)

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
0613_Scottys.indd 1

5/25/13 9:50 PM
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Car care tips for the hot days of summer
By Scott Zimmerman
Summer is upon
us making this the perfect time to assure your
vehicle is in good working condition. High
temperatures that come in summer months can be
hard on any vehicle – from the paint to the tires. Some
issues, if not attended to, could leave you stranded in
the heat and that is not fun. There are a few tips to help
make sure you and your vehicle are protected against
the hazards of summer.
Fluids like coolant, motor oil and windshield

washer fluid are things motorists can regularly check on
their own. Engine coolant or antifreeze, is the number
one thing motorists should stay on top of in the summer months. Since modern cars have a closed system
for coolant, checking or adding coolant is easy and is
generally done through the coolant reservoir located
under the hood. Consult your owner’s manual for a specific location. Be sure the coolant level is between the
minimum and maximum markings, adding more if necessary. Be sure to never open the radiator cap or coolant
tank lid when the engine is hot.
Tire pressure is very important, especially in sum-

Mon.-Sat. 8-8
504-575-3013

Restaurant

Come and enjoy the best home cooking!
Baleadas, Pupusas, Carne Asada, Fajitas
Soups, Salads and much more!

ing
Catfeorr
Parties

Milk shakes
& Natural Drinks

3108 Georgia Ave. Kenner, La 70065
0213_Georgias.indd 1

1/25/13 7:56 PM

CAR WASH
Stop by and try our

FOAM BRUSH
AUTOMATIC
CAR WASH

$

2 OFF
any car wash
use code 2260

We’re your boilinG headquarters!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

cajunland

20 pack

Longnecks
bottles
Miller Lite
Bud

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

5.99
24 pack 12 oz cans

Miller Lite
Bud

SUITCASE
Bud Lite
Coors Lite

The Ice House
2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
613_Raw_IceHouse.indd

1

0613_Ice_House.indd 1

469-3503
theicehousekenner.com

5/25/13

9:52 PM

5/25/13 9:53 PM

mer months. As the outside temperature climbs, the air
in your car’s tires expands. Before going on a road trip
check your tire pressure when the tires are at normal
temperature. It is very important to be sure to use the
proper tire pressure recommended for your car, not the
maximum pressure listed on the tire sidewall. To find
that proper tire pressure, find the label in the door jamb
or glove compartment or consult the owner’s manual.
Tires that are over or underinflated can reduce
the vehicle’s handling capability or generate excess
heat, causing a blowout which is dangerous. Although
most of the newer cars have an onboard tire pressure
monitoring system, it is recommended to have a good
quality tire pressure gauge – a dial-type analog unit or
digital gauge, not a straight, pen-type one – and check
your tires every few months. Remember to check the
pressure in your spare tire, too. It’s like an insurance
policy as you never know when it will be needed.
Along with the heat, summer usually means more
long-distance road trips and fuel economy becomes very
important. Periodic maintenance of oil and filter changes and inspection or replacement of the air cleaner and
fuel filters are imperative for the best fuel economy and
durability of your engine in the long term. Performing
regular maintenance means you will use less fuel on
long highway trips. Maintaining proper tire pressure
and using cruise control on the highway can further improve fuel economy, keeping your fuel costs down.
Air conditioning can reduce your fuel economy
in stop-and-go driving but keeping the windows up and
the air conditioning on improves aerodynamics and is
ideal on the highway. Additionally, it will keep the driver
and passengers comfortable and reduce driver fatigue.
Air conditioning systems should be checked annually.
If your car is not getting cold, you probably have a leak
in the system. It is best to properly repair the system

instead of adding refrigerant, which will only solve the
problem temporarily. If you vehicle’s air conditioning
system has a cabin air filtration system, check your
owner’s manual to see how often to change the filter.
A little water dripping from your car is nothing to worry
about. The air conditioning system drains condensation
when it is working properly.
Keeping your car cool when parked is also important. The heat of the summer sun can cause cosmetic
damage to your car and make it harder to cool off inside
when you are using the car. Protect your paint and interior by parking in a garage or under an awning when
possible. Regularly wax your vehicle using a polish with
UV protection to reduce sun damage and paint fading.
Protect the interior, too. Purchasing a $10 sunshade
that keeps sunlight from coming in the windshield can
reduce fading, drying and cracking inside your vehicle
and keep you cooler when you sit down behind the
wheel.
Preparation is a key to handling harsh summer
heat. Following these simple tips will help your vehicle
to perform its best this summer. Not only will you and
your vehicle be better prepared to survive the heat, but
you will also make the most of your summer by enjoying the freedom that a well-cared-for car can offer. That
certainly beats being stranded in the heat.
So, don’t get stranded in the heat. Maintain your
car year-round, but make special preparations for dealing with the hazards of summer, too.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated fullservice tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Keys on the roof
By Doug Turner
You may have
heard a similar story before. It’s no wives tail –
this really happens. You
come into the dealership with your existing vehicle to
have it appraised for trade in.
An hour goes by and you still haven’t gotten your
keys back. Eventually, you’re ready to leave – perhaps
you haven’t struck a deal on the car you want. The salesperson explains that the guy who has your keys is at
lunch and won’t be back for an hour. And his office is
locked. So you can’t leave yet. “Why not test-drive another car?”
This is just a cheesy excuse to keep you around the
dealership longer. They know that the more time you
invest, the more committed you become, and the more
likely you are to agree to terms you aren’t really comfortable with. In the most extreme cases, people have
virtually been held hostage at dealerships for hours on
end waiting to get their keys back. A lot of “car guys”
laugh about this sort of thing, but it shouldn’t happen
at any respectable dealership. Here’s how to keep this
from happening to you:
Bring two sets of keys to your vehicle.
If you get into a bad situation, get in your car and
drive away. Call the police and tell them that the dealership tried to steal your car. You’ll get your keys back in
no time flat. Another variation of this trick is for them
to request your driver’s license before letting you take
a test drive. Then, when you want to leave, they can’t
find it, etc.

Solution: make photocopies of your driver’s license and only give them the photocopy. That way it’s
impossible for them to hold you hostage.
A final thought on scams
Over the past several months I’ve explained
common car buying scams and ways to avoid them. Of
course, there are many other scams – but I’ve covered
the most common ones – and by learning about these
scams, you’ll be able to spot the others a mile away. I
would like to point out, however, that the most effective
way to avoid these scams altogether is to find a reputable, ethical, honest dealer whom you trust and can
depend on.
Find someone who has proven their commitment
to your well-being and satisfaction and someone who
stands up for what is right and demonstrates an unwavering sense of consumer concern. Look for someone
who presents themself as an expert in the car business
and a consumer-minded person.
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types of vehicles, cars, trucks,
SUVs and vans priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located
at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. Turner, in the
automobile business for over 30 years and a fourteen
year member of the Better Business Bureau, was appointed in 2009 by Governor Bobby Jindal to the board
of the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, which licenses and oversees the used vehicle industry in Louisiana. Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or online at
doug@dealndougs.com.
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Water watch: Where you want it and where you don’t
By Linda R. Martin
While
spring
showers might bring
flowers, a homeowner
should be on high
alert where water
is concerned. When moisture is not dealt with appropriately homes can become contaminated with
mold, rot and other issues that can be costly to repair.
Floors can buckle, doors and windows can warp, and
electrical issues can occur. Generally we have two
jobs. First, we need to understand how to manage
water and moisture from outside sources, like rain
and groundwater that might threaten our structure.
Secondly, we need to understand the water that we
choose to bring into our homes for plumbing and for
landscaping.
Rain should be guided off the roof and into
gutters that drain away from the home and foundation. Gutters should be cleaned and downspouts
fixed with extensions to ensure that water is guided safely away from foundations. Windows and
doors should seal properly and roof areas should
be cleared of any debris. Any roof leaks should be
repaired as soon as possible.
When groundwater is present, measures should

be taken to ensure that water isn’t collecting near
the foundation or under the house.
Sometimes we do invite water into our homes.
Running water is considered to be a critical factor in determining whether a home is suitable for
habitation. Plumbing that carries water, whether
clean or waste water, represents one of the most
important systems in your house. Excessive heat
or cold, age, the quality of the pipes and water
quality are all factors that can contribute to the
overall health of your plumbing.
Do you know who to call in the event of a water emergency? Failure in pipes that bring water to
your home can lead to expensive water bills, property
damage and disrupt your landscape if repairs require
uncovering them. Knowing where water pipes are located helps you avoid damaging them when driving
heavy machinery or vehicles on your property.
When pipes, faucets, toilets or appliances that
use water inside your home begins to leak, there
is opportunity for water to make its way into areas
where damage may occur. Periodically checking
the seals around your bathtub surround and shower,
sinks and toilets along with grout in tiled areas that
receive water can prevent undetected water damage.

Home

Also, inspect your water heater regularly. Check dishwashers, clothes washers, icemakers and other appliances connected to water. Know how to turn off water
to your home if needed, and repair leaks and seals as
soon as you find evidence of deterioration.
We also utilize water outside our homes in the
form of watering systems, pools, fountains, hose bibs,
holding tanks and other garden features. Stagnant
water can be a breeding ground for mosquitoes, so
ensure there is adequate flow.
Finally, water is not the only moisture to con0613
Georgys:Layout
1 from
5/25/13
9:54
sider
– some
moisture can come
the air. Steam
from showers and cooking and even our own breath-

ing can affect the air and health of our homes. Check
for proper ventilation in your home, bathrooms and
kitchens. Excessive moisture in the air in wetter climates can be removed with a dehumidifier.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit
the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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MASSAGE • SPA SERVICES • GEORGY’S GIFT CERTIFICATES • AVEDA FACIALS

celebrate fathers just for men
with this spa package

elements of renewal

$115

60 min sport massage • men's spa
hand treatment • shampoo cleanse
haircut style • with spa gift
Purchase a Babyliss Pro Cordless
Clipper for only $39.99 & receive a
free men's haircut • with spa gift

Since 1985

Swimming pool barriers

701 W. Esplanade • 465-9590
www.georgyssalonspa.com

By Dan Dormady
Swimming pools
should always be
happy and safe places
and pool barriers are
an important part of
keeping your pool as safe as possible.
A swimming pool barrier prevents unwanted
access to the pool, i.e., preventing a child from
gaining access to the pool except when supervising adults are present. An outdoor swimming
pool, including an in-ground, above-ground, or
on-ground pool, hot tub or spa, should be provided with a proper barrier.
Industry guidelines recommend that the top
of a pool barrier be at least 48 inches above grade,
measured on the side of the barrier which faces
away from the swimming pool. Eliminating handholds and footholds and minimizing the size of openings in a barrier’s construction can prevent inquisitive children from climbing pool barriers.
Solid barriers must have no indentations or
protrusions. For a fence barrier made up of horizontal and vertical members, if the distance between
the tops of the horizontal members is less than 45
inches, the horizontal members should be on the
swimming pool-side of the fence. The spacing of the
vertical members should not exceed 1 3/4 inches.
This size is based on the foot-width of a young child
and is intended to reduce the potential for a child to
gain a foothold. If there are any decorative cutouts
in the fence, the space within the cutouts should not
exceed 1 3/4 inches.
For a chain-link fence, the mesh size should
not exceed 1 1/4 inches square, unless slats fas
tened at the top or bottom of the fence are used to
reduce mesh openings to no more than 1 3/4 inches.
For a fence made up of diagonal members such as

lattice work, the maximum opening in the lattice
should not exceed 1 3/4 inches.
To prevent a young child from getting through
a fence or other barrier all openings should be small
enough so that a four-inch diameter sphere cannot
pass through. This size is based on the head-breadth
and chest-depth of a young child.
A proper swimming pool barrier gate is also
important. A locking device should be included in
the gate’s design. Gates should open out from the
pool and should be self-closing and self-latching. If
a gate is properly designed, even if the gate is not
completely latched, a young child pushing on the
gate in order to enter the pool area will at least close
the gate and may actually engage the latch. When the
release mechanism of the self-latching device is less
than 54 inches from the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism for the gate should be at least three
inches below the top of the gate on the side facing the
pool. Placing the release mechanism at this height
prevents a young child from reaching over the top
of a gate and releasing the latch. Also, the gate and
barrier should have no openings within 18 inches of
the latch release mechanism. This prevents a young
child from reaching through the gate and releasing
the latch.
In many homes, doors open directly onto the
pool area or onto a patio which leads to the pool.
In such cases, the wall of the house is an important part of the pool barrier, and passage through
any doors in the house wall should be controlled by
security measures.
All doors which give access to a swimming pool
should be equipped with an audible alarm which
sounds when the door and/or screen are opened. The
alarm should sound for 30 seconds or more within
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BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
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Airport

Planning for the hurricane season
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
June 1 heralds
the first day of the
2013 hurricane season. Many hurricane
forecasters have begun to make their predictions
for the season. Regardless of the predictions, the
key is to be prepared and have a storm safety plan.
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is an important facility to the community, especially during an emergency event
such as a hurricane. We participate in prepared-

ness exercises and training for all types of disasters every year, because our number one concern
in an emergency is the safety of our passengers,
our neighbors and staff. The airport prepares for
many types of emergencies, including tropical
storms and hurricanes. Our hurricane preparedness plan includes coordination with local, state
and federal government officials, as well as airlines, tenants and vendors who operate at the
airport. Airport staff conducts a yearly review of
the plan to identify any changes needed since the

Hair Styles Unlimited Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA
504-464-5949
Solve Your Thinning or Hair Loss Problems
Once and For All.
Feel better about yourself !
Put the Anxiety of Hair Loss Behind You.
Call Today for a Private, No Obligation Consultation
Let Us Share With You Solutions For Your Thinning Hair
Specializing in hair restoration extensions, and alternative hair.
A Proud Member Of:

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

0613_HairStylesUnlimited.indd 1

5/25/13 10:31 PM

Now this is what you call
a working relationship.
No ATM Fees

Interest on Entire Balance

a storm at the airport.
For the latest storm information regarding
your scheduled flight, refer to your airline’s website or their customer service telephone number.
The latest information about the status of an impending storm may also be found at the airport
website, www.flymsy.com with updates posted
as warranted. Facebook and Twitter will also be
used to keep the public informed.
If an air evacuation is deemed necessary for
citizens, transportation for airlift evacuations will
be managed and operated through a designated
government agency, not the airport. Those who
plan to participate in a city or parish-assisted air
evacuation should follow the directions of their
city or parish authorities and proceed to the designated pick up locations.
If a call for evacuation is made this season,
please monitor your radio and/or television and
follow the instructions given. It could save your
life and the life of your loved ones. In the event
a storm does pass our way, it is imperative that
everyone have a personal storm plan. If you have
not developed a storm plan for this year, please
do so as soon as possible.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport may be reached at director@flymsy.com.
Check your local listings for the air time of the
Armstrong International Airport 30 minute
television program, “Airport Alive” or view it
on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and
Stats” page. You can now follow the airport on
facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_
Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the
airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s
website homepage.

Kenner, Jefferson Parish and New Orleans
engineers begin talks on airport drainage

Points on Every Purchase

Relationship
CHECKING

Free Online Banking

last storm season.
Here are some important facts that our readers should know regarding the airport’s operation
prior to the impact of a storm. If a tropical storm
or hurricane is approaching the New Orleans
metro area and River Parishes, the airport will remain open for as long as the airlines continue to
operate flights. The decision to cease flight operations will vary from airline to airline. Each airline
determines when to terminate their flight operations based on the evolving weather conditions,
not the airport. If you plan on traveling by air out
of the region due to an impending storm, plan
early and keep in contact with your particular
airline for flight status. If you are traveling with
pets, check with your airline prior to coming to
the airport to verify that they allow pets to travel
on their aircraft. Please be aware that not all of
the airlines allow pets and there are federal limits as to the number of pets allowed on each flight.
In the event of the impending landfall of a
tropical storm or hurricane to our area, law enforcement presence will be enhanced to ensure
a secure environment and controlled access to
the airport facilities. When a storm is approaching and you have confirmed flight plans, please
make sure you carry some form of flight confirmation and personal identification as it may be
required for entrance to the airport terminal. The
flight confirmation may be an email detailing
your flight information, a boarding pass or ticket
receipt. If you do not have the necessary documentation, it may delay entrance to the airport.
At the peak of the storm and continuing until airport recovery efforts are completed, access to the
airport will be restricted. Please know that the
airport is not a public shelter during a storm or
hurricane event. Once flights cease, the general
public and non-essential personnel will be asked
to evacuate from the airport. For safety reasons,
the general public will not be allowed to ride out

Free Debit Card

Earn Gifts and Travel
Enjoy a true, working relationship with Gulf Coast Bank. With our new Relationship
Checking Account, now you can really put your money to work for you:
• Interest on your entire balance
• Reward Points with every purchase on your debit card,
redeemable for merchandise, travel and gift cards
• Free debit card, online banking and Bill Pay
• No ATM fees in the Community Cash Network

1-800-223-2060 www.Gulfbank.com
A minimum deposit of $20 is required to open account. $9.95 each statement cycle if minimum daily balance falls below $5,000.00 any day of the statement cycle or the
qualifying combined deposit and/or loan balances are less than $10,000 at the end of the statement cycle or the account does not have a monthly direct deposit. $3.00
paper statement fee if not enrolled in eStatements. See your banker for full details.

On April 29, 2013, government officials from
Kenner, Jefferson Parish and New Orleans began
discussions related to the potential impact that
building a new airport terminal will have on area
drainage. The topic has been at the forefront of
conversations well in advance of Mayor Mitch
Landrieu’s announcement in mid-April that a
new terminal will be constructed on the north
side of the airport.
Crescent City Aviation Team, the joint venture of LEO A DALY/Atkins which is overseeing
planning of the airport project, will be conducting
the drainage study as part of the next steps in the
design process for the new terminal. The firm will
recommend any improvements that need to be
made to minimize drainage issues connected to
the new development.
“It was a productive meeting,” said Kenner
Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez. “Technical
representatives were at the table who are familiar with the drainage issues at the airport, and a
verbal agreement was reached that the airport
will thoroughly investigate all drainage issues
related to building a new terminal and do every-

thing within their power to minimize runoff into
the Jefferson Parish drainage system that could
potentially affect residents of north Kenner.”
Kazem Alikhani, Jefferson Parish’s Public
Works Director, said he also was encouraged by
Monday’s meeting. “We are trying to work as a
team – New Orleans, Jefferson Parish and Kenner – on a project that both benefits the airport
and the residents who potentially could be affected.”
New Orleans Deputy Mayor of Facilities and
Infrastructure Cedric Grant added, “We will continue to work with Kenner and Jefferson Parish to
ensure that we work to mitigate any impacts on
their drainage system. This new airport is going
to be a win-win for everyone.”
Officials from Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport and Aviation Board, city of
New Orleans, city of Kenner, Jefferson Parish and
the Crescent City Aviation Team were present at
the meeting.
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Ochsner-Kenner brings peace of
mind to expectant mothers
By Paolo Zambito
‘
Welcoming a new
baby is a wonderful and
exciting time for families to celebrate those bundles of
joy. From the moment a family receives the news that
they are expecting, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner provides services to make pregnancy and labor and delivery
as easy and stress-free as possible.
Ochsner-Kenner offers a childbirth education program that benefits the entire family. A series of prenatal
classes are available free of charge to all of our expectant parents. A variety of topics surrounding the labor and
delivery experience are covered to prepare these new
moms and dads. Led by international board certified lactation consultants, the breastfeeding class is available
for those who have decided to breastfeed or for those
who are looking for more information about breastfeeding. The sibling class, designed for children ages two and
up, teaches baby basics and helps for the preparation
and arrival of their new baby brother or sister.
“Patients can rest comfortably knowing that we are
close to home and available to provide all the services
needed for both mother and baby,” says Jennifer Melton,
director of women’s services at OMC-Kenner.
The labor and delivery suites with private rooms,
nursery and NICU offer all new mothers and babies individualized care based on their unique needs.
To provide the highest level of safety and assurance for our youngest patients, we’ve installed the “Hugs”
infant security tags to help guard against infant abductions. A security band is placed on the infant’s ankle at
birth, which, if cut or does not provide a signal, alerts

staff that the infant was moved into an unauthorized
zone. This system gives new moms peace of mind and
one less thing to worry about during this happy time.
The Level II NICU at OMC-Kenner is unique from
any other in the region because it provides 24/7 care by
either a neonatal nurse practitioner (NNP) or a pediatric
hospitalist. Should your baby need extra attention, they
are available and able to perform nearly all of the same
procedures that neonatologists would provide. A Level II
NICU is for infants 3.3 pounds or bigger, or 32 weeks or
older, who require less than 24 hours on ventilation. If an
infant requires more intensive care, Ochsner is licensed
to transport babies to Ochsner’s Level III Regional NICU
on Jefferson Highway.
Please call 464-8000 to find a physician or 464-8365
to sign up for any of the classes mentioned above.

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission
is to improve the high level of quality patient care to
local residents and the surrounding communities by
focusing considerable efforts on increasing Ochsner’s
support of the community as well as expanding medical services in the city. Zambito serves on the boards of
the Louisiana Emergency Response Network (LERN)
Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended
Care Hospital of Kenner and is a member of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce and Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce of Louisiana. For more information on the
services and physicians at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner call 464-8000.

For women between 40 and 50, to mammogram
or not to mammogram
By Allan Katz
Roughly twenty percent of the women who are
diagnosed with breast cancer, both at Ochsner-Kenner
and nationwide, are between the ages of 40 and 50.
For Dr. Dana Smetherman, a member of the radiology team at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and
considered one of the best diagnosticians of breast cancer in the region, that statistic answers the question:
Should women between the ages of 40 and 50 schedule
a mammogram test?
“There is supposedly a tremendous controversy
over whether women between the ages of 40 and 50 really need to schedule an annual mammogram,” says Dr.
Smetherman. “For me, our experience at Ochsner-Kenner answers the question completely. The 20 percent of
breast cancer patients who are between the ages of 40
and 50 is equal to hundreds of lives saved that might
well have been lost had those women not scheduled
mammograms. That’s pretty conclusive to me.”
Beyond that, Dr. Smetherman needs to look no
further than her own family where her 45-year-old sister
was diagnosed with a breast cancer that was caught early.
“We have no history of breast cancer in my family but my
sister’s primary care physician believes in yearly mammographic screening for all women beginning at age
40, and I, of course, always stressed the importance of
screening mammograms to my friends and family,” says
Dr. Smetherman. “Today, my sister is a strong, healthy
woman who knows if that would be the case if she had
not undergone yearly mammograms starting at age 40.”
Dr. Smetherman says that if she and her sister
could talk to every woman in Kenner, they would urge

Dr. Dana Smetherman
all of them upon reaching the age of 40 to begin scheduling annual mammograms.
Dr. Smetherman is head of breast imaging at Ochsner and is considered one of the region’s top experts at
diagnosing breast cancer. She is a graduate of Louise S.
McGehee High School in New Orleans, did her undergraduate work at Harvard University and earned her
medical degree and a degree in public health at Tulane
University School of Medicine.
She is especially proud of the ever-increasing
excellence at Ochsner-Kenner. “I must give credit to
the executive team at Ochsner, who have made a management decision to spend the money and develop the
resources to make Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner an
excellent hospital that the city of Kenner and the region
around it deserve,” says Dr. Smetherman. “I know in our
section we have brought together an outstanding team
of doctors, radiology technologists and nurses who are
among the best at diagnosing breast cancer, counseling
women with breast cancer and treating breast cancer.”
The phone number to schedule a mammogram at
Ochsner-Kenner is 712-2800.
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Plantar fasciitis: A common cause of foot pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Plantar fasciitis (PF) is a very
common cause of
foot pain; in fact it
is the most common
cause of heel pain on the plantar surface or
sole of the foot. Almost two million people seek
treatment for PF each year in the United States.
Originally thought to be an inflammatory condition, PF is now recognized as a degenerative
process likely related to repetitive stresses at

the origin of the plantar fascia on the calcaneus
(heel bone). The plantar fascia is a thick inelastic band of fibrous tissue in the sole of the foot
that originates on the calcaneus and inserts on
each of the five toes.
Patients presenting with PF are typically
between the ages of 40 and 60 years. Conditions
or characteristics that may predispose the development of PF include running athletes, pes
planus (flat feet), occupations that require
prolonged standing, limited ankle motion and
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sures. Use of shock wave therapy (acoustic impulses) has recently been shown to be helpful
in severe cases of PF. The majority of patients
with PF respond well to conservative measures;
however, in select severe cases not responsive
to other treatments, surgery may be helpful to
gain relief. To properly diagnose and treat PF,
an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is recommended.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years
experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Community

Kevin Guffey

Since 1987

obesity. In many patients, PF affects both feet.
Patients usually report pain in the heel that is
most pronounced with the first few steps in the
morning or with prolonged standing. Symptoms
often decrease with activity. Diagnosis is usually
made easily with a careful history and physical
examination.
Many treatmentas are available for patients with PF. Anti-inflammatory medications
can provide symptomatic improvement in many
cases. Physical therapy or a home stretching
program is often successful in treatment of
PF. Various types of inserts from prefabricated
heel cups to custom arch supports are used successfully for patients with PF. Night splints are
helpful in relieving morning pain by keeping the
plantar fascia stretched overnight. Injections of
steroid usually mixed with local anesthetic can
provide relief in cases refractory to other mea-

DCFS’ adoption reunion registry reconnects
adoptees and biological families
Adoptees and birth families who wish to
reconnect with or find information about their
biological families can easily join the Adoption
Reunion Voluntary Registry through the Department of Children and Family Services’ (DCFS)
website.
Josh Montgomery, 27, joined the registry
in 2012 and was soon reconnected with his biological sister. “It has given me a better sense of
identity,” said Montgomery, who lives in Berwick,
Louisiana. He was also able to reconnect with
other biological family members and learn more
about his family history.
The registry facilitates voluntary contact
between adoptees, their birth parents, siblings
and other relatives. Adoptees must be at least 18
years old to register.
“The Adoption Registry allows parents and
siblings the opportunity to reconnect with a child
who was adopted years ago,” said DCFS Secretary Suzy Sonnier. “Louisiana is a state that is
all about family. We know how important these
connections can be and we hope that making the
forms available online will allow and encourage
more adoptees and their families to register. The
more people who register, the greater the possibility of making connections.”
Printable registration forms are available on
the DCFS website, including affidavits for an adopted person, their biological parents, biological
siblings and descendents, if the adoptee or biological parents are deceased.
Since its inception in 1982, 2,225 adoptees
have registered, along with 1,048 birth parents

and 155 siblings. Other relatives of an adoptee
can also join the registry since a law was passed
in 2010 enlarging the registry’s scope.
To date, 316 families have been reconnected.
The registry does not actively search for families;
contact is completely voluntary and both the
adoptee and relative must choose to participate.
Prior to reconciliation, both parties are required to attend a one-hour counseling session.
Once both parties have completed the counseling
session, the counselors will provide each with information to contact one another.
Montgomery says his experience with the
registry has been positive and he would recommend that adoptees and their relatives join.
All forms for registration are available online at www.dcfs.la.gov/registry. To request a
registration packet by mail, fill out the form at
the website, call 1-800-LAHELP-U, select option
6 and then 6 again or call (225) 342-9922. The
cost to join the registry is a one-time $25 fee to
be mailed with a completed registration packet.
Adoption is a key component of DCFS’ Faith
in Families initiative launched in March 2013.
The Faith in Families initiative seeks to safely
reducing the number of children in foster care,
reducing the amount of time children spend in
foster care and ensuring that all children exiting
foster care do so with a permanent connection.
Last Federal fiscal year, DCFS set another
record with 468 families adopting 652 Louisiana
foster children. Individuals interested in adopting should visit www.dcfs.la.gov/adoption.

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline
© 2013 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

466-3073

KENNER STR  JUNE 2013

Sports

17

Pelicans get sixth pick with new facility on the way
By Ken Trahan
These are good
times for the New Orleans Pelicans.
With solid local
ownership, a marriage with the New Orleans Saints,
Anthony Davis, a new brand, the sixth overall pick in
the upcoming draft and a fabulous new facility on the
way, this is the brightest things have looked for the
franchise since the 2007-2008 season, when the Hornets won a playoff series.
After enjoying manna from heaven with the number one pick in the 2012 draft which turned into Davis,
the franchise was not as fortunate this time around,
drawing the sixth position in the draft in 2013.
By all accounts, the 2013 draft is not as deep
as the 2012 draft. It would be a surprise if anyone in
this year’s draft measures up to the talent and has
the future of Davis or rookie of the year Damian Lillard of Portland.
That said, you can get a solid player with the
sixth overall selection. Lillard was that choice in 2012.
Makes you wonder what teams other than the Hornets
were thinking.
Speculation turns to who might be on the
board at number six. One prominent thought is that
point guard Trey Burke of Michigan could be there.
Burke is a smaller, more traditional point guard with
great shooting range. While Greivis Vasquez was one
of the most improved, if not the most improved point
guard in the league this past season, Burke is a talent and would be hard to pass up.
Another point guard that could be there at
number six 6 is Michael Carter-Williams of Syracuse.
The 6-foot-6 Carter-Williams mirrors Vasquez in size
and has some similarities in his skill set. He had a
good NCAA tournament, rising up draft boards in
the process.
Georgetown’s Otto Porter Jr. is a small forward
with talent. The 6-foot-8 Porter is just 19-years old.
He shot 44 percent from three-point range in Big
East games for the Hoyas at a position where he
could stretch a defense. What makes Porter even
more attractive is that he is a very good on-the-ball
defender, something New Orleans truly lacked last
season. Clearly, there is an opportunity for a small
forward with the Pelicans.
Another small forward to keep an eye on is Anthony Bennett of UNLV.

The 6-foot-7 Bennett is 20-years old. He shot 37.5
percent from three-point range. While only 6-foot-7, he
plays bigger and is strong physically, with an NBA body,
who can post up players of equal or smaller size comfortably. He is relentless. He does not defend nearly as
well as Porter, though. The other issue is that Bennett
is coming off of shoulder surgery.
UCLA 19-year old Shabazz Muhammad is a
small forward who could possible play shooting
guard.
The 6-foot-6 Muhammad was a much celebrated
player when he arrived on campus with the Bruins out
of Bishop Gorman High School in Las Vegas. He has a
quick release and pretty good range on his jumper. He
competes hard and has a shooter’s mentality.
Indiana’s Victor Oladipo is a polished player. The
6-foot-5 shooting guard played in a good college program and system and may be more ready to compete
than most. Oladipo is bigger than the Pelicans’ shooting guards and is a willing and solid defender who plays
bigger than his 6-foot-4 size with a huge wingspan. He
can leap and will rebound. He shot almost 60 percent
from the field and 44 percent from three-point range.
The likely top two choices in the draft are Kentucky’s 6-foot-11 center Nerlens Noel and Kansas guard
Ben McLemore. Noel is along the lines of Davis but not
as good overall. McLemore is a solid 6-foot-5 and he can
play though opinions vary on him and where he will go.
A pair of big men who could figure in the mix
are Cody Zeller of Indiana and Alex Len of Maryland.
The 6-foot-11 Zeller looked good at the combine
recently, showing some offensive skill. He has good
touch and is a pretty good free throw shooter for a big
man. He was not as good as was expected for the Hoosiers this past season, though.
The 7-foot-1 Len would be attractive to the Hornets because of his size and offensive skills at center.
He is physical and will rebound and averaged over two
blocks per game for the Terrapins. He can run the floor
well. The problem with Len is that he is recovering
from a partial stress fracture and will not be able to do
anything for a few months.
A wild card possibility is another seven-footer,
Gonzaga’s Kelly Olynyk, a player who has range on his
jump shot and can pass.
Olynyk is a big man who can take his game out on
the floor, in an age where traditional centers are fading
from few and good ones are few and far between in a

more wide open, perimeter-oriented, pick-and-roll and
pick-and-pop game of the NBA. Olynyk has what the
other centers do not have, the ability to put the ball on
the floor and get his own shot. I like him quite a bit and
feel he is underrated. He would be worth a serious look
by the Pelicans.
The problem with Olynyk is that he may have
to play power forward as he does not have a big body
or wingspan and the Pelicans already have a pair of
players in Davis and Ryan Anderson at that spot.
Meanwhile, attracting free agents just got a lot
easier for General Manager Dell Demps and Monty
Williams.
A new, state-of-the-art practice facility, offices
and training area is scheduled for completion in
August, ending the trip to Westwego and the Alario
Center. The move could prove to be a huge step in
attracting the attention of attractive free agents, according to Williams.
“I get guys in the game all the time and say, ‘coach,
remember me during free agency,’” Williams said.
“When you have a facility like this, coupled with ownership and the things that Mr. B and Mickey have been
able to help us with over the last few months, that’s
going to be tremendous, to tell guys there are no holes
here. We have everything that all players want.”
In the last year, the lowly Hornets got an owner
in Tom Benson, got Davis and are now getting what
Williams and Benson call the best training facilities in
the NBA.
“It’s just a monumental blessing to see where we
were just a year ago to now, Williams said. “It’s amazing

to see how all of this has come together and what Mr.
Benson has been able to do in a short period of time.
I’m just really thankful for all of this and where it’s going to take our program. There’s no other place like this
in the world, campuses that have football, basketball
and a cafeteria on the same grounds.”
Benson went even further in his praise of the
new 60,000 square foot, $16 million facility.
“This will be first-class in the league,” Benson said.
“I don’t know of anybody, maybe there is somebody, but
this is as good of a facility as anybody has or even better.
I believe it’s going to be the finest facility in the league.
I don’t think anyone else has anything like this. This is
second to none in the country. There is no other community that has a football and a basketball team with
the same owners in the same city. We’re very fortunate.
We’re looking for many, many great seasons ahead.”
Great seasons start with good, very good and
great players. It is incumbent upon Demps and Williams to analyze and scrutinize prospects properly
and provide more ammunition for the likes of Davis, Anderson, Vasquez and possibly Eric Gordon, if
the enigmatic guard remains with the Pelicans on a
long-term basis.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and
general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.
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Exercise: Helpful or hurtful
By Craig Goodwin
Our
quality of life depends on
many factors, but exercise is one of those
factors that is essential to maintaining a healthy
and productive lifestyle as we age. Proper techniques in which we perform exercises are also an
important key in not causing more damage than
benefit. Younger adults are able to handle a more
vigorous exercise program that may include isolating different muscles and using a progression into
heavier weights. Building muscle in the body is
dependent on the correct technique applied and
the weight used. As we age, we need to be more
conscious on working several muscular groups together that work with each other and function as

movements with our normal activities throughout
the day.
Exercises that are beneficial to improving
strength and limiting harmful effects fall into
a category called “closed chain” exercises. Examples of these exercises include rowing, which
works several muscular groups as your upper
back and bicep muscles, chest press which works
your upper chest and tricep muscles and leg
press which will work the thigh and hip muscles.
By working muscles in a group or closed chain
regimen, you can decrease the load applied to the
joints and improve the outcome of the exercise.
Exercise can cause more harm than benefit
when it stresses either the joint or tendons that
the muscles are supporting is being worked. Ex-

amples of some upper extremity exercises that are
harmful to the shoulder include dips and lateral
raises performed with your arms. Both of these
exercises put increased stress upon the shoulder
joint as well as the ligaments and tendon attachments of the shoulder that can cause damage.
There is increased stress placed upon the anterior
structures of the shoulder that in time can become inflamed and eventually torn. Some lower
extremity exercises that can be harmful include
leg extensions, as they increase compression in
the knee and accelerate cartilage breakdown in
what is eventually known as arthritis. Deep squatting also increases load on our knees and can
cause damage to the cartilage as well.
Exercise is a key element in our health and
well-being. Incorporating a safe exercise routine

for our upper and lower extremity as well as our
core, along with daily stretching, will allow us to
maintain a strong and mobile body, allowing for a
more productive lifestyle as we age.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy
in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via
email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Latin American News
Annual hurricane preparedness

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center at 4692570 – The city of Kenner is the first community
By Rafael E. Saddy
in the state of Louisiana to create a resource center for its rapidly growing Hispanic population.
Attorney General State Office – 225-326-6386 – The offers various programs as well as access to
2013 hurricane
Consumer complaints, crime, health issues, char- information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
season is upon us
ities and more.
Jefferson Parish Emergency Management
and we must preHispanic Apostolate – 457-3462 – Provides – 349-5360.
pare for any kind of emergencies at any given
many bilingual social services to Hispanics and
Latin American Civic Association – 464time. We need to know who our municipal, parish, other immigrants in the New Orleans area.
4619 or 466-1483 – Assists the Hispanic commustate and federal emergency response partners
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (HCCL)
nity with referrals to programs already in place. If
are that work together on a regular basis or are – 885-4262 – HCCL has recognized the new chal- a program is needed in the Hispanic community
called on in the event of an emergency or major
lenges that face Hispanics who have moved into
and no one offers it, LACAL will work with busistorms/disaster.
the region and are predominantly engaged in re- nesses, agencies and the community to develop
In an effort to assist the Hispanic commu- building the area.
the program.
nity, listed below are several of the key organizaJefferson Economic Development CommisLouisiana state agency contact informations that offer bilingual services or can refer you
sion (JEDCO) – 833-1881 – An independent, yet
tion – Louisiana Department of Transportation
to the appropriate organization for assistance.
complementary arm of Jefferson Parish govern- 225-379-1232, Louisiana State Police Road CloAmerican Red Cross – 620-3105 – Nation’s
ment with the main objective of attracting, grow- sure 1-800-469-74828 and Governor’s Office of
premier emergency response organization.
ing and creating new business in our area.
Homeland Security 1-800-469-4828.
Kenner
Emergency Preparedness – Doug
New Orleans Parish Emergency Prepared0912_Century_Title_Gray.pdf
1
8/24/12
8:02
PM
Dodt – 471-2100.
ness – Dial 311 or 1-877-286-6431.
Puentes New Orleans Inc. – 821-7228 –
Building assets and creating access for the Latino
community of the greater New Orleans area
Small Business Administration (SBA)
– 1-800-659-2955 – Committed to helping small
businesses and working closely with a wide range
of lending partners across the country.
Unidad Hispanoamericana – 834-2020
– Founded more than 19 years ago with the
vision of preserving the Hispanic culture and
celebrating and sharing the values and beliefs

Levee protection
from page 1

In Operation over 18 years

Construction is just beginning on the project
to install drainage at the rear of private properties
bordering the West Return Floodwall from the lake
to the Grandlake Pump Station. The old floodwall
was demolished and a new floodwall was constructed
35 feet farther west along the St. Charles Parish line
canal, creating 35 feet of more area to be drained for
a distance of two and one-half miles. Completion of
the drainage project is currently projected for October 2013.
The new 17th Street Canal Permanent Pump

of the various Latin American countries. The
organization is composed of representatives of
Latin American and Caribbean social organizations and individuals.
Community announcements
June 18: Latin Council general meeting and
discussion of issues affecting the Hispanic communities, for information 296-3976.
June 15: Third Kenner Hispanic Summer
Fest at Kenner Laketown. Line Up: Toño Rosario,
Karlos Rose, Franco El Gorilla, Banda Blanca,
OviG and the Froggies, Rumba Buena, food and
refreshment. A family event. For info call 4661483 or 467-1453.
June 27: Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting and planning 2013 pageant event. For
information call 466-1483.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access
to information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click
on the KTV 76 logo.
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Station will replace the Interim Closure Structure,
built immediately after Katrina to provide temporary
protection while a new complex structure could be
designed and constructed. Campbell said the contract for construction was just awarded in April and
construction completion for the new pump station is
currently projected for December 2016.
“It’s been nearly eight years since Hurricane Katrina and with each year that passes, our hurricane
protection has improved,” said Campbell. “However,
residents must be mindful that the level of protection
is limited – we have 100-year protection. Storms can
exceed the protection we have in place and residents
must heed warnings to evacuate.”
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Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Big Easy Storage drop off station for Kenner Food Bank
Since June of 2012 Big Easy Storage, located at 2201 West Napoleon Avenue in Kenner, has been a collection point for Kenner’s
Food Bank. “We are proud to accept food for those in need. We’re
always looking for new ways to get involved in our community,” said
Sean Landry, manager of Big Easy Storage.
Anyone interested in donating can drop off items in Big Easy’s
office during their regular business hours which are weekdays from
9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. and
from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Sundays.
“Throughout the year, food is donated by schools, churches,
distributors, private entities and local businesses. One-third of
distributed food comes from annual public food drives and private
donations. The remaining support to the food bank comes from the
generosity of individual citizens. Please help Big Easy Storage help

the Kenner Food Bank fulfill its goal of helping the needy in our
community,” said Arleeta Terrell, director of Kenner’s Community
Development Department.
Donated items may include non-perishable foods and personal
items such as shampoo, toothpaste, soap, etc. Anyone interested in
setting up a food drive can contact the Kenner Food Bank at 4687220 or 468-7588.
Monetary donations are always welcome and are tax deductible, although a tax expert should be consulted.
“If we have the means to help those in hunger or impoverished
without having to make large sacrifices in our own lives, then we
should. Remember that a small effort can make a big difference to
many needy children and families,” said Terrell.
The phone number for Big Easy Storage is 468-3474.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Tourism
from page 1

in proposing a commercial development plan.
“The (tourism study) tells us that what is being planned today at
the lakefront will pay off as future enticements to travelers coming to
the area,” said Violet Peters, president and chief executive officer of the
Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Feedback from the study, which also included interviews with city
residents, also points to the importance of the Pontchartrain Center in
attracting visitors to the city. Officials with Mandala Research, LLC said
the center could earn more bookings with more individual breakout
rooms – smaller meeting areas.
“We now know if we have the opportunity to expand or renovate the
Pontchartrain Center (to add breakout rooms) that will give us a larger
playing field of who we can go after,” Peters said.
Mayor Yenni said that is a particularly exciting result from the
study because the city recently renegotiated a five-year contract with
Pontchartrain Center operator SMG that is purely results-oriented. The
more SMG can lower the deficit at the center, the more money SMG
earns. Kenner wins in that scenario because the subsidy it pays for the
center is reduced.
Kenner officials and economic development committee members
said the results of the tourism study show that Kenner already has many
of the ingredients visitors are looking for – including seafood restaurants, great shopping and an attractive historical district.
“These are the things people want to do and you already have them,
so we just need to make sure people know that,” said Ginny Binder, director of research for Mandala.
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Jefferson Parish Library changes hours of operation
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For more information on the changing operating hours visit
the library website, www.jplibrary.net or contact Daniel Gitlin, information specialist, at 849-8826 or dgitlin@jplibrary.net.
East Bank library hours
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Metairie Lakeshore Branch (1000 W. Esplanade Ave.)
North Kenner Branch (630 W. Esplanade Ave.)
Harahan Branch (219 Soniat Ave.)
Old Metairie Branch (2350 Metairie Rd.)
Monday - Tuesday: noon - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Jefferson Rosedale Branch (4036 Jefferson Hwy.)
Metairie Wagner Branch (6646 Riverside Dr.)
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drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

1001174.1

Beginning June 3, 2013, new hours of operation, including extended hours for many branches, will be in effect for the Jefferson
Parish library system.
The Harahan, Old Metairie, Belle Terre and Westwego branches will increase their weekly operating hours from 48 to 64. The
Gretna, Live Oak and Lafitte branches will increase their weekly
operating hours from 32 to 48. The Wagner branch will increase its
weekly operating hours from 40 to 48. All branches (with the exception of Grand Isle and the eBranch) will be open until at least 8:00
p.m. on Monday and Tuesday to provide later hours for those who
work during the day and need access to branches in the evenings.
The hours of operation for the two regional libraries, (East
Bank Regional in Metairie, and the Jane O’Brien Chatelain Westbank Regional in Harvey), the Grand Isle branch and the eBranch
in River Ridge will remain unchanged.
“The new hours will be more consistent with library use and
will render more efficient staffing due to the changing needs of the
library,” says Marylyn Haddican, library director. “The system will
now have 120 additional hours of operation per week considering
the total locations of both East and West Banks.
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“11 years experience”
Travelers, particularly those who have been to New Orleans recently, said they are looking for a location with some of the same attractions as New Orleans without the crowds.
Kenner District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis said getting a list of
some of the “buttons” Kenner officials can press to attract travelers to
spend some of their New Orleans stay in Kenner is crucial. One of the
buttons or themes of any future marketing effort is to highlight Kenner
as a separate entity within the New Orleans area. While many people in
the tourism study had visited New Orleans, few realized they had also
been in Kenner. “We know that we have to make sure people know Kenner exists,” said Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch.
Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud said it was rewarding to hear that travelers are interested in a commercial development
on the waterfront. “Laketown is a canvass and we know exactly the direction to go by using this study and other feedback,” said Reynaud.
Peters said the study provides plenty of ammunition the convention and visitors bureau can use immediately – such as highlighting the
shopping, cuisine and music events in Kenner, as well as lower hotel
prices, no crowds and no parking hassles – to attract tourists. “This
gives us a good outline of what our marketing program should be,” she
said.
Mayor Yenni said there were no surprises in the study, which
means Kenner officials are on the right track. “This tells us people will
want to visit a commercial development in Laketown and consider a
historic district a fascinating option when they take a trip. With a city
budget that relies heavily on sales tax revenue, it’s important to know
that we are heading in the right direction in our effort to make Kenner
a destination location.”
The results of the study can be found on the city’s website, www.
kenner.la.us, under the Kenner 2030 subpage.

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native

Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Community

KPBA sponsoring third annual five-course dinner for charity
The Kenner Professional Business Association is presenting its third
annual charity fundraiser “Cooking 103” and auction at the Deutsches
Haus, located at 1023 Ridgewood Drive in Metairie. State Senator Danny
Martiny will be the honorary chef.
The dinner, themed “Celebrating Christmas in Italy,” will be held on
Saturday, July 27, 2013 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Doors will open at 6:00
p.m. Joey La Bella, 2012 nominee for best chef of Louisiana by the American Culinary Federation, will be one of the chefs demonstrating his culi-

nary skills while preparing a full five-course meal for attendees. The five
wine pairings served are Italian wines selected especially for each course.
Treasure Chest Casino is the Iron Chef top sponsor for the third year
in a row.
Reservations are required and seating is limited. The cost is $65 per
person or $125 per couple. Raffle tickets will be sold for door prizes. Raffle prizes include the latest iPad with Retina display, A6X chip, WiFi and
64GB. Second place is $400 cash. Raffle tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10.

The KPBA fundraiser will benefit the Kenner Food Bank, Angels
Place, the Arc of St. Charles, Jefferson Dollars for Scholars and the Metropolitan Center for Women and Children. For over 27 years the KPBA has
annually donated to such charities.
For information, tickets and sponsorship opportunities, contact
Judy La Bella at labella1101@cox.net, call 416-7637 or visit www.kpba.
biz.

Chateau Estates Civic Organization holds annual social event
On Thursday, June 20, 2013, the Chateau Estates Civic Organization
(CECO) will hold its annual adult social from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. at
Chateau Golf and Country Club. The price of tickets is $25 for members
and $30 for non-members. Cost of admission includes food, soft drinks,
house wine, beer and music by Da Rockits Band. A cash bar will also be
available. RSVPs and payment are required by June 3, 2013. Mail checks

to CECO, P. O. Box 64033, Kenner, LA 70064.
Chateau Estates Civic Organization membership is open to all parties interested in supporting Chateau Estates, its projects and welfare.
Dues are $25 a year per household. Members are entitled to attend the
quarterly general membership meetings at the Kenner Pavilion located
at the corner of Loyola and Vintage drives at 3800 Loyola Drive. The re-

maining meetings scheduled for this year are on August 7 and November
6 at 7:00 p.m. The group concerns itself with subdivision covenants, beautification and safety of the neighborhood.
To inquire about membership in CECO call Leonard Cline, president, at 838-8255 or vice president Marie Clesi at 469-1421.

City of Kenner and Chateau Elementary School partner up
On May 13, 2013 the city of Kenner, in partnership with Chateau
Elementary School, was awarded $27,000 from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development to develop a bicycle and
pedestrian safety training program. The Safe Routes to School program was developed to increase safety and encourage more children

to bike and walk to school.
The program will help promote bicycle and pedestrian safety
awareness while complimenting the Healthy Schools grant Chateau
Elementary received in 2012. Activities included within the program
are class tutorial materials for each class grade, a walking bus route

for parents and students on a chosen Saturday, and a bicycle safety
assembly performed by local bike advocate and non-profit NOLA
Bike Easy. Also included within the award is the funding of two traffic officers for the enforcement of traffic violations within the two
mile radius of the school during drop off and pick up hours.

Budget

An unexpected bright spot for Kenner city government, said LaRocca,
has been the popularity of the city’s recycling program, started as a pilot
program this year by Mayor Yenni, and it has exceeded all expectations. He
said the mayor’s proposed budget proposes spending $40,000 on recycling
in 2013-14, up by $10,000 from last year, to solidify the continuation of the
program. Part of the increased expenditure will go to a larger container in
Kenner’s City Park, he said. The recycling program is an added service to
citizens at no additional charge.
LaRocca also said that the city’s capital fund will be enhanced in
2013-14 by three grants, two from the Regional Planning Commission and
one from the Federal Transit Authority. He said the major capital projects
in the coming year will be the resurfacing of Veterans Boulevard and replacement of the bridge between Bellevue Boulevard and Sharon Street,
drainage improvements in University City and Audubon Place subdivisions and pedestrian improvements on Williams Boulevard between West
Napoleon Avenue to Veterans Boulevard.
By rule of the city’s charter, the administration was mandated to
present the mayor’s 2013-2014 proposed fiscal operating and capital budgets to the council by May 1. The council has until June 15 to adopt the
budget but the council could vote on the budget at its June 6 meeting.

from page 1

income from franchise fees have declined. He says that Mayor Yenni and
his staff made $550,000 in cuts from last year’s operating budget. In the
process, says LaRocca, six unfilled jobs on the city’s employment roster
were cut. In addition, he said, we are proposing to move $1.4 million from
the 2013-14 capital fund to the operating budget.
LaRocca said the slight increase in the operating budget compared
to last year is attributable to the state’s mandated wage increase for firefighters as well as increases in retirement benefits for firefighters and city
personnel. In last year’s budget the city planned on using $1.8 million of its
reserve contingency fund, usually referred to as a fund balance, to balance
the operating budget. The city’s fiscal year ends on June 30. LaRocca said
in the proposed budget the goal is to have the fund balance at least 10 percent of the operating budget in the event of an emergency, as Hurricane
Isaac was last year. LaRocca said in 2012-13, the fund balance was projected at 11 percent and it appears it will end up slightly better than that.
In the proposed 2013-2014 budget approximately $200,000 of the fund balance has been projected to be used to balance the operating budget.

Emergency preparedness
from page 1

Category 1 storms in the past were pretty relaxed about it,” says Dodt. “We
all know from the past that Category 1 storms usually amount to little more
than several days at the most of heavy rainfall. No one expected that Isaac
would stall over the region for two days and pack a much more formidable
punch than most Category 1 storms.”
In the end, every home and business in Kenner lost power, the threeday rainfall topped 15 inches, flooding was rampant, wind gusts were as
high as 68 miles per hour and damage at City Hall, the Pontchartrain
Center and the city’s recreational facilities exceeded $4.1 million, not even
including damage to homes and businesses.
“This year, the National Weather Service has worked hard to develop
some products that will give us plenty of information in more understandable language along with using increased imagery. This should give all of us
a better sense of what our options are and what our priorities as homeowners and business owners should be,” said Dodt.
In addition, Dodt said, with state and parish help, the city has sig-

nificantly improved its communications gear. “This year, for the first time,
our police department, fire department and the public works department,
as well as other city agencies, can all speak directly to one another on
multiple radio channels,” he said. “We have a much more comprehensive
radio system allowing communications between the parish, state and city
personnel who are going to be on the streets during and in the aftermath
of the storm.”
Dodt said the East Jefferson Levee District and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers are working closely and cooperatively with Kenner officials
as they inspect local levees frequently to make sure that they are fully prepared to hold back any flooding or storm surge.
“We’re also working closely with federal and state agencies, faithbased groups, as well as the American Red Cross, all who are prepared to
move in and render help to storm victims as quickly as they can safely set
up,” said Dodt. “I definitely feel that we’re better prepared this year for a
storm than at any time in the past. Of course, we’re all hoping that 2013 will
be one of those years that all of our preparations won’t be needed. That will
be all right with us.”

People
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Burying Grampa
By Ed Clancy
His name was
George Washington
Davis, so named, I
assume, because he
was born on February 22, the same birth date as
that of our first president.
My grandfather – my mother’s father – went
through life battling a lot of obstacles. First
of all, he was born with a club foot which was
never corrected. Later in life, as a young man,
he was stricken with polio. As a result he had to
use two canes to get around. When I was a boy I
remember him having to walk by leaning over and
putting one cane in front of the other, dragging
his legs (heavy with iron braces), one at a time,
to make progress. He lived most of the time in a
wheelchair, but when he had to be ambulatory for
a short distance, that’s how he did it. The weird
thing about it is that I had never thought, until
just this very minute as I write this memory, how
similar his existence was to that of president
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Both men dealing
with polio, living in wheelchairs and walking
while grabbing on for dear life to their anchors.
For my grandfather they were two canes, for FDR
they were the arms of his sons or bodyguards.
He trained himself to make it appear as though
he were casually walking through a crowd in
between two strong men on either side of him.
There are only two or three photographs of him
in a wheelchair (never shown to the public) and
certainly no movie footage. Most Americans did

not realize that their president was a “cripple”
who wore the same iron braces as my grandfather.
Conversely, everyone knew that George
Davis was a cripple. They saw him valiantly
locking his wheelchair, grabbing his canes and
forcing his bulky weight to get up and start
moving. He was a proud man, but he knew that
if he wanted anything he had to ask for it and
he usually did so in a rather gruff manner. He
shouted a lot because he had to be heard from
wherever he was located. “Anna!” he would
yell to my grandmother whenever he needed
something. I heard him yell a lot because my
mother and father, my brother and I all lived in
the same house with my grandparents. They lived
on one side of the ancient farmhouse and we
lived on the other. The walls were so thin that we
might as well have been living in the same room.
One of the great sense-memories of my childhood
is the aroma of Anna’s freshly baked bread which
filled both sides of the house from floor to rafter.
I always had heard, but I never was able
to confirm, that our house was part of the
Underground Railroad before the Civil War and
that slaves escaping to the north would be housed
in the attic which became the room that I and my
brother slept in most of our childhood. Another
connection to the war is more certain. George
Davis’s father, Parker Davis, was a Union soldier
with the 122nd New York infantry regiment.
Grampa was kind of heart but he didn’t have
much of a sense of humor. It’s hard to remember

the times I actually saw him laugh. It’s a sure
bet that most of those laughs came after he had
beaten me at checkers. I lived my life to beat my
grandfather at checkers, but year after year he
was unbeatable, and when each game was over
he would chuckle. Not a real laugh, just a chuckle.
Finally, one day toward the end of a game, I
could see I had him. I was going to win. I could
hardly contain myself. But when I did win, I only
remember his reaction, not mine. He frowned a
big frown and ultimately refused to play me ever
again.
George Davis was the butt of jokes by the
people of the town of Fabius, New York, both
adults and children, not because he was “a
cripple,” but because he was the slowest driver
in the state.
Unlike FDR’s car, Grampa’s 1930’s
Plymouth Sedan did not have hand controls. He
accelerated by working the dashboard throttle in
and out, and when he wanted to stop he grabbed
his right trouser leg at the knee and pulled his
leg up onto the brake pedal. Since the car was a
stick shift out of the floor, I guess he had to knock
it into neutral before stopping because I don’t
think he could have worked the clutch with his
other bad leg. I seem to remember a lot of gear
grinding. Not surprisingly the speed of the car
was never more than 20 miles an hour and the
drivers who found themselves behind him were
used to having either to pass him up or wait until
he pulled over.

He was 87 when he died, and the biggest
laugh I ever had with my grandfather was the
day we buried him. I was a pall bearer with my
brother and my cousins and our job was to carry
the heavy mahogany coffin from the hearse to
the canvas straps over the open grave. The straps,
atop four sterling silver posts, were held tight by
a crank as we laid the coffin on top of them. After
the ceremony the coffin was to be slowly lowered
into the grave. The only problem was no one had
locked the crank and Grampa started to take a
header toward the bottom of the grave. It was
only with brute force by all of us that we kept the
coffin from landing perpendicular with Grampa’s
feet in the air. Having righted the coffin just this
side of disaster, the mortician came and locked
the crank and Grampa finally rested properly
over the hole in the gound. This all happened just
seconds before the mourners gathered, but all
of us grandkids must have focused on the same
mental picture, because first one, then another
of us started to choke, chortle and giggle through
the entire service. We all could see George Davis
standing on his head in his own grave.
I always swore that I could hear chuckling
inside the box.
FYI: This month marks the first annual
World Club Foot Day (June 3).
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
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Health

Ochsner announces new director of transplant clinical research
Dr. Natalie Bzowej had been named the new
director of transplant clinical research at Ochsner
Hospital’s Multi-Organ Transplant Institute. Since
its inception in 1984, the Ochsner Multi-Organ
Transplant Institute has performed more than
4,500 life-saving liver, kidney, pancreas, heart and

lung transplants, making it the nation’s leading
transplant center.
Dr. Bzowej graduated from the University
of Toronto where she obtained her bachelor and
master of science, doctor of philosophy and medical degrees. Dr. Bzowej completed her residency

in internal medicine at the University of Toronto,
Wellesley Hospital followed by a gastroenterology/hepatology fellowship at the University of
California-San Francisco. Prior to joining Ochsner,
Dr. Bzowej was director of clinical hepatology
research for the liver transplant program at California Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco,
California.
Dr. Bzowej has been very active in clinical
research in the areas of viral hepatitis and liver
transplantation and has participated in numerous research studies. She is board certified in internal medicine, gastroenterology and transplant
hepatology.

Dr. Natalie Bzowej
For appointments or more information call
842-3925.

Community
City of Kenner officials reach out to Moore,
Oklahoma; residents and businesses can help
24-hour electricAl service
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On May 19 and 20, 2013, tornados devastated several communities in Oklahoma, including
the city of Moore, population 55,000.
“As a storm surviving community, Kenner
government officials and residents know well the
importance of reaching out to neighbors in need.
This is a community similar in size to Kenner. We
know the physical, emotional and financial challenges they will face over the coming months,”
said Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni.
On May 23, 2013, on behalf of Mayor Yenni
and the city of Kenner, Kenner’s Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator, Doug Dodt, communicated with police, fire and administrative
officials in Moore, Oklahoma, offering support
and material assistance to aid them during their
time of recovery.
FEMA has advised that for individuals and

businesses who are interested in knowing how
they can help, cash donations to their voluntary agency of choice is the preferred means
of assistance.
For information on the voluntary organizations that support disaster response and recovery
efforts, FEMA suggests that you visit www.nvoad.
org. Also, information can be found on the state’s
official web portal at www.ok.gov/okstrong/.
Donations for the long-term needs can be
made by calling (405) 236-8441 or donating online at www.unitedwayokc.org/.
In addition, Kenner residents who would
like to contribute to the recovery efforts in Moore,
Oklahoma, may visit www.moore.recovers.org/
for a list of specific items or assistance needed by
local residents.

Webpage

are underway or scheduled to begin in the near
future. This webpage provides updates and information regarding project progress, estimated start dates,
construction periods, locations and funding sources.
The “Pardon Our Paths to Progress” page is
located at www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_307.
asp. People can check this page to alter usual routes
traveling throughout the city to minimize travel time.
For more information or questions regarding
these projects contact the city of Kenner Department
of Public Works at 468-7515.
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from page 1

capital projects, Corps of Engineers and the Regional
Planning Commission.
Although the result of these projects will improve roadways and infrastructure for Kenner’s travelers, the construction period may cause some inconveniences with regard to traffic and lane closures.
A webpage has been constructed and added
to the Kenner website displaying projects that
Family Owned & Operated

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES

Community Listening Sessions
from page 6

See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!
Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily)
5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051 818-0053 (Fax)
0113_Caffe LatteDa.indd 1
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to the public, these sessions are intended to listen
to specific concerns from each council district in
smaller settings. To find a boundary map of each
council district, visit www.kenner.la.us/2/KennerExisting.pdf.
The intention of the listening sessions is to
foster greater public trust in the transparency and
effectiveness of city government. Kenner Deputy
Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton said
the community listening sessions can have a great
impact. “These sessions can reach far and wide to
bring Kenner together as a community. My hope

is to get as many people involved as possible as we
work together to move Kenner forward. As Mayor
Yenni has stated ‘cooperation and community’ are
what will make us a ‘community of choice,’” said
Newton.
As it becomes available, updated information
on listening sessions can be found on the city website, Kenner Facebook page or via the Mayor’s Office
at 468-7240. For questions regarding the upcoming
district sessions contact Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton at 468-7240.
The Kenner 2030 Plan for a Prosperous Future
can be found on the city’s website at www.kenner.
la.us.
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Bond rating
from page 1

much money Kenner can save until we get quotes
from bond insurers, but we expect it will be upwards
of about $3 million. That is substantial.”
“It’s good to know that our conservative approach to operating the city of Kenner has been
recognized by no less an expert than Standard &
Poor’s,” said Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni. “Because
of this excellent credit rating, we have the chance to
add even more beautification projects, and that can
only further enhance the city in the eyes of potential new residents and businesses when this work is
completed.”
Kenner is refinancing a 2003 sales tax issue
that is set to expire in five years. The money from the

refinancing will also pay off the old bonds, which had
a 4.42 interest rate, in addition to providing money
for the beautification work. The new bonds, which
will be issued for 20 years, will have a rate closer to
approximately 3.25 percent. Because of the lower
interest rate and the longer period of time to pay off
the bond issue, the amount taxpayers pay each year
will remain the same.
The projects are located in all parts of the city
and focus on beautification as well as pedestrian
enhancements, lighting, bicycle paths and some traffic and drainage improvements. The 10 projects are
part of the Kenner 2030 strategic plan, an initiative
spearheaded by Mayor Yenni and designed to make
Kenner a destination location for young families and
businesses.

Big Easy is a Kenner er
cent
Food Bank collection

We Sell Boxes &
Packing Supplies
Including… Mattress Bags
Dish & Glass Packing Kits
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes
Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474
0613_Big Easy Storage.indd 1

Dormady
from page 13

seven seconds after the door is opened. It should also
be loud, at least 85 decibels, when measured 10 feet
away from the alarm mechanism. The alarm sound
should be distinct from other sounds in the house,
such as the telephone, doorbell and smoke alarm.
The alarm should have an automatic re-set feature.
Because adults will want to pass through house doors
in the pool barrier without setting off the alarm, the
alarm should have a switch that allows adults to
temporarily de-activate the alarm for up to 15 seconds. The de-activation switch could be a touch pad
(keypad) or a manual switch, and should be located
at least 54 inches above the threshold of the door cov-

ered by the alarm. This height was selected based on
the reaching ability of young children.
You should also consider consulting with a
pool specialist before implementing any safety
modifications.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector
and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie,
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson
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Landscaping & Design,
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SmaSh BurgerS
By foodieforone.com

These Smash Burgers are great on the
weekends. Use a cast iron skillet on the grill.
This unique smash cooking method leaves
a dark sear on the outside of the burger while
sealing all of the rich juices inside.
Roast a separate cast iron pan full of raw onions, which are phenol and antioxidant rich, with
an added dose of Cajun seasoning. Be sure to remove just the very first paper-like outer layer
when peeling an onion as the best nutrients are actually in those first few layers of the onion.
Preheat the grill to high heat and allow the cast iron
skillet to preheat on the grill. Prepare fresh ground
chuck into 1/4 pound round balls of beef. Before
smashing add kosher salt, ground pepper and a little
Cajun seasoning. Are you ready to smash? Give that
ball of ground chuck a good, hard smash with a grill
press.. Allow burger to cook for a minute on each side.
Then transfer to the top warming grill for just a minute
or two more to medium done. Place burger between a slice of oat nut bread. It is so good!

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment
of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez.
Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to
foodieforone@yahoo.com.
For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos
visit foodieforone.com.
0613_Recipe Corner.indd 1
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474
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