
On Thursday, February 28, 2012, Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni, at the Kenner Pavilion, 
unveiled a 10-project corridor redevelopment plan 
that is designed to enhance the city’s busiest major 
thoroughfares, boulevards and intersections.

Citing safety and quality of life enhancements, 
Yenni said he is asking the Kenner City Council 
members to approve a $29 million comprehensive 
structure improvement plan intended to attract 
new families and businesses to Kenner and to beau-
tify the city. The corridor redevelopment plan is 
Phase One of the Kenner 2030 Initiative, a strategic, 
major project designed by researchers, engineers, 
community business leaders and elected officials 
to attract a new generation of residents and busi-

nesses to Kenner. Kenner officials said the upgrades 
are not only about safety but are also to make areas 
of the city more aesthetically appealing.

Yenni said his strategic program will employ 
smart growth principles, more landscaping, im-
proved beautification and enhanced quality of 
life. The program will include much needed up-
grades to aging bridges using state of the art box 
culverts and advanced hydraulics. The projects 
were showcased by Yenni with three-dimensional 
renderings of the expected improvements to the 
city’s main roads. The projects, if approved by the 
Kenner City Council, would be funded through 
refinancing sales tax bonds, at what the mayor 
said are currently low rates.

“The city does not have a lot of debt, so that is 
why we can take advantage of the economic situa-
tion right now,” said Yenni. “There will be no new 
taxes proposed to complete these projects.”

Duke McConnell, the city’s finance director, 
said that because of the current much lower inter-
est rates and the longer term, the city’s annual debt 
payments would be about the same after taking on 
the $43 million debt as Yenni will pay off the exist-
ing bond balances of approximately $14 million 
and use the balance of the money for the proposed 
projects. The new bonds would be paid back over 
20 years.

The 10-project program is expected to come 
before Kenner City Council vote in April.   

Mayor Yenni unveils major $29 million development program for city of Kenner
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On February 21, 2013, the Kenner City Council 
adopted a resolution supporting an application for 
the creation of the Rivertown Arts and Cultural Dis-
trict. The Louisiana Cultural Districts Program was 
created by Act 298 of the 2007 regular session of the 
legislature. The primary goal of this initiative is to 
spark community revitalization based on cultural ac-
tivity through tax incentives. Mayor Michael S. Yenni, 
his administration and the council have been work-
ing on an initiative to revitalize and make the city’s 
Rivertown’s historic district a financially stable part 

of the city. In past years the city closed several mu-
seums that were operating in Rivertown to minimize 
subsidy losses. Along with that, the planning depart-
ment has been exploring various ways to make the 
area more economically viable.

Jay Hebert, Kenner’s Planning Director, said 
the cultural and arts district application was filed on 
March 1, 2013, and is anticipating a decision within 
a few months. To maintain certification, there are 
five things a Louisiana Cultural District (CD) 
must maintain. Namely, the CD must implement  

Rivertown applies for cultural and arts district 
designation

Yenni administration expects three contracts 
to save $200,000 annually
By Allan Katz

At the request of Kenner Public Works Direc-
tor Jose Gonzalez, the administration of Mayor 
Michael S. Yenni decided to put out for bid three 
long-time city service contracts for generator main-
tenance, grass cutting and air conditioning main-
tenance.

Gonzalez said the expected savings from the 
contracts cannot be precisely defined at this time 
but he is confident that a year from now city admin 

 
istrators will find the savings to be approximately 
$200,000 per year.

“The basic issue,” said Gonzalez, “is the choice 
between Requests For Proposals (RFPs) or request 
for competitive bids. In receiving competitive bids, 
the only thing that controls the awarding of a con-
tract is the company with the most responsive low-
est bid. However, when you search for a company 
or firm, for instance, to manage the Pontchartrain 

Project highlights  
can be found  

on page 21.

Entire presentation  
can be found  

on the  
city’s website at  

www.kenner.la.us.

On March 6, 2013, Kenner Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni announced a new five-year agreement with 
SMG, the company currently managing the city-
owned Pontchartrain Center. The new contract is 
guaranteed to save the city approximately $95,000 
annually. Yenni and his administration negotiated 
for months to arrive at a deal that ties future pay-
ments to management performance at the civic cen-
ter and eliminates the annual management fee the 
city has been paying SMG. In fiscal year 2012-2013, 
the city expects a projected loss of $443,000 and 
over the years, Kenner has subsidized the Pontchar-
train Center by as much as $600,000 annually. The 
center’s revenue consists solely of vendor rent and 
concession sales.

As SMG continues to manage the Pontchar-
train Center, the city has agreed to pay any deficits 
incurred each year. In the past, the Pontchartrain 
Center’s operating costs have been more than $1.7 
million, including a $95,000 management fee, while 
revenues have been close to $1.3 million. In some 
years the management fee has risen to $120,000. Un-
der the new deal, the guaranteed management fee 
is eliminated and SMG will only receive a manage-

ment fee if the deficit is less than $350,000 annually 
and then SMG will receive 100 percent of the first 
$75,000 it saves and a sliding portion of any addi-
tional savings, thus incurring reduced costs for the 
city of Kenner.

Yenni said the new agreement, which he start-
ed working on in 2011, is groundbreaking for the city 
as the Pontchartrain Center was built in 1991 to be 
an economic catalyst for the city but in recent years 
expenses have escalated costing the city more money.

Under the stipulations of the new contract, 
SMG will have to dedicate $100,000 to a marketing 

City saves money with new Pontchartrain 
Center deal

When Kenner District 5 Councilman Kent De-
napolis decided to enter the competitive battle for 
a $3 million state grant, he said he made one of the 
biggest decisions he would have to make during his 
tenure as a city councilman.

Denapolis decided to spend $50,000 from his 
district budget on professional help in preparing 
a documented binder on why District 5 should be 
given the $3 million to solve its long-standing, seem-
ingly perpetual flooding problems that have struck 
for years every time there is a heavy rain.

In March the Louisiana Department of Trans 
portation and Development announced that the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
winner of the tough competitive battle for the $3 mil-
lion grant was District 5 in Kenner. “It was a good 
gamble,” said Denapolis. “The people at DOTD said 
they had never seen such a well-prepared presenta-
tion. We basically gave them a project including costs, 
environmental studies and engineering studies that 
were ready to be implemented. Our binder was filled 
with documentation of the problem and a three-part 
plan to finally once and for all use the $3 million to  
 

Councilman Denapolis  
spends $50,000, district  
gets $3 million payoff
By Allan Katz

Kenner District 5 
Councilman Kent Denapolis
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Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor or for more information  
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

visit www.kenner.la.us

0213_KS_Farmers Market_1/4.indd   1 1/25/13   6:49 PM

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

General Public - Saturdays Only H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Hubble vision
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and in-depth planetarium 
show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries made by 
the Hubble Space Telescope. See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more. 
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Running time: 40 minutes
Narrated By Meryl Streep, HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU carries 
audiences on a journey deep into the soulstirring heart of 
Louisiana - before, during and after the unprecedented 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU 

follows a group of four musicians, both legendary and rising, as they uncover the electrifying culture 
of New Orleans; explore the beautiful, alligator filled bayous on airboats; recount their personal stories 
of Katrina; and most of all, bring the focus to the rapidly disappearing wetlands that are New Orleans’ 
first line of defense against deadly storms.

Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light.  

Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez, Lady GaGa,  
Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

0413_PlanetariumAd.indd   1 3/22/13   6:21 PM

For more info, 468-7231 or visit, www.kenner.la.us

Movies in the Park
in kenner’s heritage Park

Enjoy

family friendly

features under the stars 

on a 25-foot outdoor movie 

screen! Bring your own lawn chair 

or blanket! Weather permitting!

Showtime at 8Pm!
may 4 ice age: Continental Drift
may 11 the amazing Spiderman
may 18 wreck-it Ralph
may 25 Grease (and Classic Car Show*)
*  Join us early at 6pm on 5/25 for a classic car show presented by 

Crescent City Cruisers! Wear your best 50’s costume!

CONCESSIONS FOR SALE!
NO OUTDOOR FOOD, DRINK, OR PETS ALLOWED!

Moves in the Park_0413.indd   1 3/22/13   6:21 PM

Astronomy DAy 
in rivertown

saturday, April 20

Pontchartrain Astonomy Society will be on hand 
with telescopes for solar viewing, handouts and activities.

DiScounteD ADmiSSion to Hubble ViSion, 3 Pm.

0413_Kenner Astonomy Day.indd   1 3/22/13   6:20 PM

0413_KennerFP.indd   1 3/22/13   6:22 PM
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0612_Orthopedic Center.indd   1 5/25/12   7:44 PM
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Healthcare With Peace Of Mind.
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The fatal flaws of the governor’s tax plan 
By Jeff Crouere

Back in the early 
1990s, about the time 
the Kenner Star was 

founded, Kenner’s government and business leaders 
of that time started having a dream about a develop-
ment that would be called Laketown and would link 
the city with the magnificent Lake Pontchartrain.

Now, some 20 years later, after a process far 
more difficult and intricate than anyone thought back 
then, the first-ever plans are soon to be drawn that will 
sketch out the proposed location, dimensions and vi-
sion of what Laketown would actually become.

“It turned out that in order to secure the use of 
the reclaimed water bottoms close to the shoreline 
for commercial interests and not just recreational 
uses, we needed to work with the state,” says Ken-
ner Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley. “It 
has been a very complex procedure and, fortunately, 
they have been great working with our administra-
tion. Debra Yenni, an attorney, Kenner Planning  

 
 
 
 
Director Jay Hebert and I met numerous times with 
state officials. The state told us what we needed to 
provide in order to further the process and our team 
did the research and complied. We are now in a po-
sition, some 20 years after all this initially began, to 
send specifications to the state and they, in turn, will 
start a competitive process to commercially develop 
the lakefront. Our hope is that a series of major de-
velopers will step forward to want to build a quality 
commercial entity in Laketown. If all goes well, con-
struction could conceivably start before the end of 
the year.”

Quigley continued, “A collaborative effort will 
be involved in deciding the types of uses and develop-
ing the concept in Laketown. We expect input from 
Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud, the 
other City Council members, the mayor’s economic 
development committee and the general public. Our 
Planning Department will be coordinating the gath-
ering of information from a variety of sources to come  

 
up with a working plan to envision what Laketown 
should look like.”

Should it have a boardwalk? Should it look like 
West End looked when it was at its best 50 years ago? 
What materials should be used to construct the build-
ings to weather storms? What mix of commercial and 
recreational attractions is best suited for the lake-
front?

In the beginning, the dream always was that 
Laketown would be a family place with fishing piers, 
restaurants, shops and places for boats to dock and 
be launched. Hebert, who has been thinking about 
Laketown and what it might look like for about five 
years, is really excited. “As a community, Kenner has 
never really been linked to Lake Pontchartrain. Cer-
tainly, many individual Kenner residents have boated 
in the lake, fished in the lake, perhaps even swum in 
the lake. But there has never been a boardwalk or a 
collection of family-oriented commercial businesses 
and recreational features to attract Kenner residents 
and others from the region to the shores of Lake Pon-
tchartrain. Now, we’re about to do that.”

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni is respectful  

 
of all those who preceded him and step by step ad-
vanced the dream of Laketown until his administra-
tion is now at the point where it has become possible 
to push the ball over the goal line.

“It’s both an honor and a huge responsibility to 
begin the nuts and bolts of the planning process for 
Laketown,” says Mayor Yenni. “Hopefully, what our 
generation constructs will turn out to be permanent 
and will be improved and added to in the years to 
come. Credit should certainly go to those who got the 
concept of Laketown started and kept moving it for-
ward inch by inch over the years.”

State Senator Martiny sees chance of vehicle  
rental tax revival

State Senator Danny Martiny of Kenner says 
there is still plenty of confusion about Govenor Bob-
by Jindal’s plans to abolish Louisiana’s income tax 
while making up for the loss of revenue by raising 
sales taxes.

After 20 years, dream of Kenner’s Laketown shoreline development finally moving 
towards fruition
By Allan Katz

from The Editor

Political

After weeks of 
speculation, Governor 
Jindal recently ap-
peared before two leg-
islative committees to 

give more details about his tax reform plan. Once he 
unveiled the specifics of the proposal, it was greeted 
with skepticism from people across the state.

The overall thrust of the plan is to eliminate per-
sonal and corporate income taxes and corporate fran-
chise taxes in exchange for an increase in a variety 
of other taxes. By eliminating the income taxes, the 
state will be losing $2.7 billion in annual revenue. In 
his plan, the governor replaces the lost revenue with 
more than $2 billion in sales and cigarette tax increas-
es. The goal is for the reform to be revenue neutral, 
with no loss of tax dollars to the state.

The most significant change the governor pro-
poses is to raise state sales taxes to 5.88 percent. Al-
ready our local and state sales tax rate is among the 
highest in the nation. If the governor’s plan is enacted, 
Louisiana will have the highest sales taxes in the 
country, according to the Tax Foundation. While it is a 
worthy objective to eliminate income taxes, the Loui-
siana Legislature should not approve any plan which 
shifts an undue burden to another form of taxation. 
This is a label we cannot afford for it will hurt our im-
age nationally.

In New Orleans, the sales tax rate will reach 11 
percent which will hurt the tourism industry, the big-
gest engine of economic growth for the city. The tour-
ism industry is responsible for at least 75,000 jobs in 
the New Orleans area. It has been booming in recent 
years, but the increase in sales taxes will certainly be 
a hurdle to future growth.

The worst part of the governor’s plan is the ex-
pansion of sales taxes into services such as accounting, 
pet grooming, massages, lawn maintenance and hair 
styling. This will negatively impact many small busi-

ness owners who operate on a very small margin. They 
cannot absorb the tax increases as easily as big box 
stores with a national presence.

If the plan becomes law, a plethora of Louisiana 
small business owners will become burdened with 
the new requirement of collecting and disbursing 
sales tax revenue. This will lead to a loss of produc-
tivity and business. With higher costs, customers will 
reduce their purchases and have fewer haircuts and 
less lawn maintenance for example. To make matters 
worse, the plan calls for sales taxes to be incorporated 
into other areas such as cable television bills that are 
already too high.

While the governor will provide sales tax rebates 
for the poor and the elderly, his plan will still hurt the 
working people of the state, the low wage workers who 
are the backbone of our economy. This view is shared 
by 250 Louisiana clergy members who expressed their 
opposition to the governor’s plan because it “threat-
ens state services” and is “unfair to the poor.”

Another aspect of the governor’s plan that will 
hurt the working class is a massive boost in cigarette 
taxes from 36 cents to $1.41 per pack. Just last year, 
the governor refused to support a plan that increased 
cigarette taxes; however, he is now embracing the “sin” 
taxes in exchange for the removal of income taxes.

If this increase passes, Louisiana’s cigarette 
taxes will be more than double the rate in our neigh-
boring state of Mississippi. Clearly, many Louisiana 
residents near the state line will do their cigarette 
shopping in Mississippi. If they shop for cigarettes 
across the border, they will undoubtedly purchase 
other items in Mississippi as well. This will lead to a 
significant loss of sales tax revenue for the state.

The governor’s proposal also includes increased 
severance taxes on the oil and gas industry and a 
reduction in the state tax credits for the film indus-
try. According to Forbes Magazine, the film industry 
brings in over $1 billion to the state every year. Louisi-
ana has seen a massive increase in movie projects due 

to attractive state tax credits. Under the governor’s 
plan, the tax credits would not be offered for actors 
and producers making over $1 million. This would 
discourage marquee stars and film projects from even 
looking at Louisiana. 

According to state Senator Elbert Guillory (D-
Opelousas), the changes to the film tax credits would 
be “a death sentence to Louisiana’s movie industry.” 
In the Senator’s view, “those tax credits have made 
the industry desirable and we want to maintain that 
desirability. We want a lot of movies shot in Louisiana 
and we want a lot of Louisianans working in those 
movies.” As the industry has grown in Louisiana, it 
has created thousands of good paying jobs that will 
become threatened if this tax plan is passed.

The best idea is to move forward with the re-
moval of income taxes and reduce the size of the state 
budget by $2.7 billion. Louisiana’s state budget is too 
large and our state has too many employees. There are 
plenty of examples of waste, fraud and abuse to cut. 
In addition, we have rampant duplication of services 
such as five boards of higher education and 16 col-
leges and universities, more than the state of Florida, 
which has four times the population of Louisiana.

Let’s hope the Louisiana Legislature makes ma-
jor revisions to this plan and incorporates the positive 
aspects while refusing to harm key industries and sad-
dling our state with high sales and cigarette taxes.    

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political 
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s web-
site at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere 
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government 

This is the be-
ginning of a very ex-
citing time in the city 

of Kenner.
Nearly two years of work to develop a vision for 

the future of Kenner, led by a hard-working group of 
41 volunteers representing residents, the business 
community and elected officials, has resulted in a 
list of improvements Kenner must make in order to 
become a community of choice for young families and 
businesses in the metropolitan area. One of the most 
pressing improvements the city must make is nothing 
less than a complete overhaul of many of the major 
streets and business corridors.

Imagine Williams Boulevard, cited by the Eco-
nomic Development Committee that put together the 
Kenner 2030 Strategic Plan for a Prosperous Future 
as little more than a cluttered eyesore, to eventually 
be filled with beautiful trees, pedestrian pathways, bi-
cycle paths and improved, safer bus stop shelters. Or 
Power Boulevard, the gateway to Kenner now known 
more for dozens of enormous power poles in the medi-
an, to be filled with public art, lighting improvements  

 
 
and a bridge for pedestrians at Vintage Drive.

Improvements such as these would literally 
transform the way Kenner looks, making our city 
more beautiful for residents and more inviting to 
families choosing a place to settle down. Until now, 
the price for those types of projects throughout the 
city has made the hope of such improvements little 
more than a dream.

Well, I can now say that the dream is on the 
verge of becoming a reality.

This April I will formally request the City Coun-
cil to approve an approximately $29 million bond 
refinancing package that includes badly-needed 
upgrades to corridors and thoroughfares throughout 
Kenner. Just two of the proposed projects will make 
it possible to makeover Williams Boulevard so that it 
becomes the envy of busy commercial corridors in the 
New Orleans area and to transform Power Boulevard 
so those power lines are the last things you notice.

The best news of all is that these vital improve-
ments are possible without raising taxes. That’s a 
statement worth repeating – a $29 million upgrade of 
many of our corridors and major intersections is pos-

sible without any Kenner residents paying a penny 
more in taxes than they pay now.

Here’s how all of this is possible:
As you may know if you have purchased a car or 

gotten a loan recently, interest rates are at historic 
lows. All cities operate with some debt, and Kenner is 
lucky to have a low debt load compared to others in 
the state and country. Kenner is currently repaying a 
sales tax bond issued in 2003 that is scheduled to be 
paid off in 2018, or five more years. The interest on that 
bond issue in 2003 was 4.42 percent – a great rate – but 
thanks to Kenner’s excellent credit rating, it’s possible 
to refinance that bond for 20 years at an even lower 
rate – 3.31 percent. The extension of the bond issue, 
together with the unbelievably low rate, makes it pos-
sible for Kenner to take out roughly $29 million for the 
road and corridor improvements without increasing 
the yearly payment on the bond issue. In fact, based on 
a national standard that analyzes the amount of debt 
a city is carrying, Kenner will remain in the “low” cat-
egory of debt even with the refinancing.

The Economic Development Committee be-
lieves now is the time to take advantage of the inter-
est rates and the ability to refinance these bonds and 

I agree. There are already signs that the economy is 
rebounding, and that means these historically low in-
terest rates may not be available much longer.

I am so excited for this incredible opportunity 
to literally update and upgrade the infrastructure 
in the city. Beyond Williams Boulevard and Power 
Boulevard, other improvements are targeted for the 
Duncan Canal, the Airline Drive/Williams Boulevard 
intersection and the Loyola Drive and the Airport Ac-
cess Road/Veterans Boulevard intersection. Many of 
the improvements will also benefit drainage, pedes-
trian safety and traffic flow in the city.

I urge everyone to take a look at the proposed 
projects for the bond issue. You can find them in the 
Kenner 2030 section of the city’s website, www.ken-
ner.la.us. Look for a link at the bottom of the 2030 
page that says “Kenner 2030-Video showcasing the 
corridor redevelopment vision for the city of Kenner.” 
You can also find a list of the 10 proposed roadway 
improvements on page 21 of this Kenner Star edition.

Of course, if you have any questions or com-
ments, please contact me.   

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240  
or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Bond refinance critical component of Kenner corridor redevelopment and 
city renaissance, awaiting City Council approval
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Meeting Dates: April 4 & 18, 2013
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

EAA_0413.indd   1 3/22/13   6:57 PM

This month and 
throughout the year, 
the Kenner Police 
Department celeb-
rates and recognizes 

national “Child Abuse Prevention” month by en-
couraging all individuals and organizations to play 
a role in making Kenner a better place for families. 
By ensuring that parents have the knowledge, skills 
and resources they need to care for their children, 
we can help prevent child abuse and neglect by 
strengthening families and communities. April is 
a time to celebrate the important role that com-
munities play in protecting children. Everyone’s 
participation is critical.

The following are some ways to help prevent 
child abuse as a member of the community.

Help to organize after-school programs for 

your neighborhood children.
Offer to check in on your neighbor’s latch-key 

children.
Introduce children to the arts: museums, chil-

dren’s theater/concerts and libraries.
Volunteer for a non-profit organization that 

supports families.
Contact your local officials to advocate for 

policies that strengthen and support families.
Become a foster or adoptive parent.
During the month of April, the Kenner Police 

Department will participate in the New Orleans 
Children’s Advocacy Center’s eighth annual Trees 
for Life Ceremony, which recognizes children who 
have passed away as a result of abuse and neglect. 
Trees are presented to participating agencies and 
organizations in honor of these children, which 
are then planted and nurtured. The KPD will also 

participate in the Pinwheels for Prevention cam-
paign this month.

The Pinwheels for Prevention campaign is a 
national movement which highlights the pinwheel as 
a symbol for child abuse prevention. This campaign 
puts focus on the belief that the prevention of child 
abuse and neglect makes a significant impact on our 
communities, economy and our country. Pinwheel 
plantings help to create awareness that there is a 
need for programs and policies that focus on child 
abuse prevention strategies.

For more information about child abuse pre-
vention programs and activities during the month of 
April and throughout the year, you can contact the 
New Orleans Children’s Advocacy Center at 894-5484 
or www.nocac.net, the Jefferson Children’s Advocacy 
Center at 364-3857 or www.jeffersoncac.com, Pre-
vent Child Abuse Louisiana at www.pcal.org or their 

KIDLINE at 1-800-CHILDREN for parenting help by 
phone and the National Children’s Alliance at www.
nationalchildrensalliance.org.

Here are some contacts for reporting child 
abuse:

Kenner Police Department: 712-2222
Department of Children and Family Services: 

1-855-4LA-KIDS (24-hour child abuse hotline) and 
www.dss.state.la.us.

Child Help: 1-800-4-A-CHILD (national child 
abuse hotline) and www.childhelp.org.

National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children:  1-800-THE-LOST (24-hour hotline) and 
www.missingkids.com.    

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached 
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Po-
lice Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

April is national “Child Abuse Prevention” month
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief

Leisure Services now offering 
online, streamlined registration
By Ken Marroccoli – Kenner Parks and Recreation Director

Leisure Services 
is a branch of the Ken-
ner Recreation Depart-

ment that provides cultural programs for people of all 
ages. It plays an important role in building and promot-
ing a healthy community. The Leisure Services Division 
provides opportunities for citizens to access physical and 
leisure activities that promote health and wellness. The 
activities and programs enhance opportunities for fami-
lies and friends to build relationships, create a sense of 
belonging in the community and positively impact the 
local economy.

Leisure Services offers a wide range of program-
ming such as dance, gymnastics, karate, tennis, art and 
craft classes, fitness and camp. Our division, which ac-
commodates children, adults and senior citizens offering 
something for everyone, has grown tremendously over 
the years and we are continuing on that path to keep 
up with the interests of the public. We remain creative 
and innovative reinventing our programs regularly. We 
have quality programs with passionate instructors. Our 
programs are often compared to the private sector, yet 
we are economically affordable.

 page 23
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Insurance

Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee
Lay Away Plans

We Do All Types of RepAiRs
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Hamilton, Gucci, 
Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, Wall Clocks and more…

Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs,  
Ring Sizing, small and large, Diamond Mounting, 

Engraving of Rings and Bracelets,  
Welding of Glasses and more…

HQ WatcH& JeWelry repairHQ WatcH& JeWelry repair
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker

los latinos plaza suite
3521 florida Ave., suite 1B, Kenner, lA 70065

305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch

0812_HQ Watch & Jewelry.indd   1 7/27/12   8:04 PM

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811

0912_Watts.indd   1 8/24/12   10:08 PM

Have you been saving for retire-
ment without a clear idea of how 
much money you’ll need to live on? 
If so, estimating your retirement in-

come should be an essential part of your saving strategy.
A 2012 study by the Employee Benefit Research Institute 

found that only 42 percent of American workers said they have 
completed a retirement-needs calculation – the basic planning 
step that can help individuals determine how much money they 
may need in retirement and how much they will need to save to 
meet their retirement goal.

Plan to maintain your standard of living
Most retirees want to maintain their standard of living dur-

ing retirement. To accomplish this, financial experts say you’ll 
need between 70 and 80 percent of your pre-retirement income. 
So, for example, a couple earning $60,000 per year would need 
between $42,000 ($60,000 x .70) and $48,000 ($60,000 x .80) each 
year during retirement.

Why less? Retirement typically triggers a number of chang-
es in spending patterns. Your cost of living will change if you’ve 
paid off your mortgage and other loans, your children have fin-
ished college and moved away or you no longer have working and 
business-related expenses. Plus, you’ll no longer be contributing 
to retirement plans.

Of course, your specific situation will dictate the amount of 
 
 

 
 money you’ll need to live on. You may need more money than you 
anticipate. Health-care costs have increased and you could possi-
bly use up a greater portion of your income than you planned to 
ensure your insurance needs are met. Also, you’ll have more time 
to do the things you love, so you may spend significantly more on 
leisure activities, such as travel, entertainment, and hobbies.

Consider your lifespan
In addition, you need to take into consideration how long you 

might live. People are generally in better health and living longer, 
more active lives than ever before. According to the Social Security 
Administration, a man reaching age 65 today can expect to live to 
83; a woman, 85. Those are only averages – one in 10 people will 
live past age 95.

With so many factors to consider, estimating retirement needs 
can be difficult. A good retirement calculator, generally easily 
found on the Internet, is a good place to start. To see if you’re on 
track you can usually answer a few questions about your goals, how 
much you’re saving now, and your retirement income sources.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, 
Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is 
a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing 
auto, home, renter’s, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, 
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.cle-
si.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Estimate your retirement income needs
 By Marie M. Clesi

Saeed ahmed, m.d.
InternISt & nephrologISt

Now accepting new  
and old patients

3321 Florida Avenue • Kenner
504-469-4646

04_13_Ahmed.indd   1 3/22/13   7:00 PM

819 W. Esplanade Ave. Ste E • Kenner, La 70065 • 504-305-5945
Chateau Commons Shopping Center

Children’s Boutique

Girls NB-10   Boys NB-8

M-Sat. - 10am•6pm
Closed Sunday

Celebrating One Year! Give-aways All Month!

We Monogram

0413_MyBrothersandMe.indd   1 3/24/13   8:30 AM

 
How do you plan for retirement in 
unusual times? Interest rates are at 
historically low levels, the stock mar-
ket just reached a new high and un-
employment remains elevated.

Employers once commonly offered retirement plans with a 
guaranteed monthly payment for life. Now almost no one, except 
government employees, has a defined benefit retirement plan. On 
the state and local level retirement plans are being replaced with 
401k or defined contribution plans.

Social Security provides an inflation-indexed lifetime pay-
ment and can be an important source of retirement income. How-
ever, a looming problem exists in the future with the Social Secu-
rity trust fund money running out. When this happens, America 
will be faced with choosing between reducing benefits, borrowing 
to pay benefits or raising taxes.

All of the choices are difficult and could set up a war between 
the workers and the retired. The retirees will naturally want to re-
ceive the promised benefits and the employed workers will resist 
paying higher taxes. The option of borrowing to pay benefits may 
not work when markets realize there is no plan to ever repay, only 
a plan to continually increase debt.

Social Security is too important to go away but benefits could 
be reduced, retirement ages could go up and taxes could also 
increase. So, knowing that Social Security will still be there but 
may be reduced, and further realizing that your employer will not 
guarantee your retirement, what should you do to insure that you 
can retire with dignity? For those who are younger and just begin-
ning the planning process you can guarantee a good retirement 
income by following three important steps.

The first step is to begin saving now. The old target for retire-
ment savings was 10 percent of your income set aside for retire-
ment. In the new normal this needs to go up to 15 percent. How 
you save this 15 percent is also very important. Be sure to max out 
any tax favorable retirement plans at your disposal. Start by put-

ting away the max in any 401k or similar retirement plan where 
your employer matches or contributes. If that is not available use 
a Roth IRA and put your money there. Since this is long term sav-
ings, go for a mix of about 80 percent stocks such as a Standard 
&Poor’s index fund and 20 percent bonds.

The second step is to increase your earnings. Take advantage 
of any training offered by your company. Supplement that with 
free online courses and reading journals and books related to 
your field. Become the most informed person at work. Combine 
knowledge with a good attitude and a strong work ethic. This will 
help you advance in your career and increase your earnings. If you 
can’t stand your job and would not want to learn more, do yourself 
a favor and find a job that you are interested in. You will do better 
and be more successful if you want to go to work.

The third step is to get your financial affairs in order. If you 
are likely to stay there, look for a house in a neighborhood where 
you will be happy to live for a long time. Forget about house hop-
ping every few years. This is an expensive habit that leads to a lot 
of extra expense. Plan to move up only once or twice. When you 
do move up, don’t buy the most expensive house that you can af-
ford. Larger houses lead to larger utility, tax, insurance and main-
tenance expenses. You want to reach retirement with a paid for 
house that is relatively inexpensive to maintain.

Finally, begin now. If the 15 percent savings target seems im-
possible, start at a lower percentage, but start. Whenever you get 
a chance, increase your savings so that you reach the 15 percent 
level within no more than five years. The future is uncertain but 
you can do a lot to make sure that you will be secure. You cannot 
change the past but you can change the ending.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf 
Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is 
located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch man-
ager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Retirement today
By Guy Williams

Banking
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The owner of Top Dollar Gold Buyers is 
celebrating the second anniversary of his store 
on Williams Boulevard. “Opening a store in 
Kenner is one of the best moves that I’ve made,” 
said Ronnie Bonano. “The clients we’ve met 
in Kenner have been the nicest people. We’ve 
enjoyed working with them.”

Bonano, with more than 30 years 
experience in the business, said Top Dollar Gold 
Buyers has two other locations, one in Harahan 

and the other on the West Bank. But Bonano 
says that while the location in Kenner, at 2537 
Williams Boulevard, is the newest of his stores 
it has turned out to be an outstanding location 
for him.

“I think people in Kenner like the fact that 
we’re a locally-owned, owner-operated business,” 
says Bonano. “Customer satisfaction is our top 
priority. Our clients like knowing that we want 
them to come back to see us again.”

Bonano says Top Dollar has been proven 

to pay the most for gold, silver and platinum 
by investigative reporters. In many cases some 
customers are paid up to 20 percent more. “We 
give people an honest assessment,” he says. 

“There’s no charge for an assessment. We take 
pride in being more than just fair.” Top Dollar 
Gold Buyers, a member of the Better Business 
Bureau, also buys sterling flatware, gold and 
silver coins, diamonds, as well as Rolex and 
other gold watches.

Bonano says he expects the trends that have 

made the market for gold, silver and platinum 
so lucrative will continue through 2013. “It’s no 
exaggeration to say that the market for gold is 
golden,” says Bonano. “The trends that have put 
a premium on precious metals continue to be 
strong and there is no reason to think that this 
is going to change anytime soon.”

Top Dollar Gold Buyers website is  
www.topdollargoldbuyers.net and the phone 
number is 287-4450.  

Top Dollar Gold Buyers very pleased with Kenner market
 By Allan Katz

A Research Study for people with ChRoniC LoW BACk PAin

CALL 877-488-3872
oR viSit www.LowBackPainStudy.com

Not getting  

Low Back  
Pain Relief  

from Vicodin, 
Percocet, or 
OxyContin?

People who take a daily dose of  
one of these drugs may qualify for a  
research study of an investigational  

pain relief study drug.
Compensation for time and travel.

Community  

Comedy is in the air at the re-opened, 
rejuvenated Castle Theatre in Rivertown.

Hometown comedian Jodi Borrello and her 
partner, Louie Duet, have turned what was a 
playhouse for children’s drama into a “grown-up” 
venue featuring comedy, music, plays and other 
theatrical productions.

The new format had its debut in March 
when capacity crowds turned out to laugh and 
sing with comedian Becky Allen. “Becky is a 
New Orleans area icon,” says Borrello who is 
herself a comedian who has performed just 
about everywhere in the world. “When it became 
known that Becky was performing at the Castle 
Theater, we had an almost immediate sell-out.”

The successful debut sets the stage for 
performances in April that will include Allen, 
Borrello and the Improv comedy group called 
Brown. Among the highlights will be an April 
19-20 production of “The Three Charmers,” 
featuring Allen, Borrello and Amanda Hebert. 
The highlight will be a “conversation” between 

“Miss Inez” and “Miss Loyce,” two ladies who 
reside in New Orleans’ Ninth Ward and use 
the opportunity to get together to ruminate, 
philosophize and comment on just about 
everything in the universe. Also, in April the 
Castle Theatre will introduce Soulful Sunday  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
starting April 21 with gospel and blues vocalist 
Linda Wright and her band, Chemistry.

In May, Borrello will be teaching a class 
on comedy – how to perform, how to develop 
material and how to have the right attitude 
about performing in front of strangers. The class 
will culminate with a night of theater when the 
graduating comics will strut their stuff before an 
audience filling the 80-seat venue.

The Castle Theatre is located at 501 
Williams Boulevard in Rivertown. A list of 
upcoming events can be found at the website, 
www.Castle501.com. Tickets can be obtained 
by calling 287-4707.  

Adult comedy in the air at Rivertown’s Castle 
Theatre during April
 By Allan Katz

Rivertown’s Castle Theatre celebrated its grand opening on March 3, 2013.

Tickets for upcoming performances at the 
Castle Theatre can be obtained by  

calling 287-4707.

Jefferson Parish is encouraging all citizens to 
subscribe to the Jefferson Parish Community Alert 
System, JPALERT.

JPALERT is an alert notification system that 
allows officials to immediately contact subscribers 
during a major crisis or emergency and can deliver 
important real-time emergency notifications and 
updates to home phones, email, pagers, smart phones, 
other handheld devices and via text messages on 
cell phones. JPALERT is a free service, however, 
some wireless carriers may apply charges to receive 
messages on some devices.

JPALERT will provide information and 
instruction regarding life-threatening or severe 
weather, highly disruptive road shutdowns, evacuation 
or shelter-in-place, and other emergency information 
for Jefferson Parish.

JPALERT will give citizens and businesses 

instructions on where to go, what to do or what not 
to do, and who to contact during an emergency. 
Additional important information can be passed on to 
individuals through this notification system.

Citizens wishing to receive emergency 
notifications from JPALERT must register. To register 
online, go to www.jeffparish.net. Click on the 
Emergency Management/JPAlert icon, and follow the 
instructions. Citizens may customize their weather 
and emergency alerts for specific notifications, 
including excessive heat warning, extreme cold 
warning, flood warning, hurricane warning, storm 
warning, tornado warning, tropical storm warning, 
tsunami warning, evacuation alerts, boil water alerts, 
power outage alerts, school alerts and influenza alerts.

If citizens do not have Internet access, contact 
Jefferson Parish Emergency Management Department 
service representatives at 349-5360, between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to register.   

Register now for Jeff Parish community alert 
system 
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Mom & Dad,
Have peace of mind 

while your child  
is on the road!

Have their vehicle 
checked before 
Spring Break!

AutomAtic trAnsmission • Dennis Automotive
504-466-1381 • dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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nsm

ission • Dennis Autom
otive

Family Owned and Opera
ted

Expect th
e Best!
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19.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 pack 12 oz.
SuitcaSe

5.99

cajunland

20 Pack

16.
99

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

We’re open all day 
Easter Sunday!

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm • Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
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Community

Julie Stokes

Julie Stokes wins 79th 
District House seat

With the legislative session a month away, in 
a March 2, 2013 special election, first-time can-
didate Julie Stokes won the 79th District seat in 
the Louisiana House of Representatives to fill the 
unexpired term of Tony Ligi. Ligi resigned to enter 
private business. Ligi’s unexpired term in office 
ends in January 2016. Stokes ran against three 
other Republican candidates.

Stokes received 56 percent of the 4,811 votes 
cast with 2,693 votes in the 24 precincts. Stokes, 
a certified public accountant, is a small business 
owner and the chief financial officer of Stokes and 
Associates, Inc.

Stokes was educated in the Jefferson Par-
ish Public School System and has a bachelor of 
science in accounting from the University of New 
Orleans, graduating magna cum laude. Stokes is a 
member of Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s eco-
nomic development committee, is a commissioner 
of the Regional Transit Authority and serves on 
the board of the Chateau Estates Civic Association. 
Stokes has been a member of the executive com-
mittee of the Jefferson Chamber and has served 
as president of the Accounting and Financial 
Women’s Alliance, the Jefferson Young Leaders (a 
precursor of the Chamber’s JCEL) and the Cha-
teau Estates Civic Association.

Stokes resides in Kenner with her husband, 
Larry, and their two children, Brandon and Taylor.

Also on the ballot were Jack Rizzuto with 
1,599 votes or 33 percent, Allison Bent Bowler with  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
nine percent or 447 votes and Paul Hankins Vil-
lalobos who garnered 72 votes or one percent. A 
total of 4,811 votes were cast out of a potential 
28,346 qualified voters.

Most of north Kenner and an adjacent por-
tion of northwest Metairie along the Lake Pon-
tchartrain comprise the 79th District.

“I am overwhelmed by the outpouring of sup-
port from the community and am looking forward 
to working in Baton Rouge to improve the state 
of Louisiana, parish of Jefferson and District 79. 
I will be serving on the Ways and Means, Health 
and Welfare and Labor committees. I have already 
started meetings in Baton Rouge and am busy set-
ting up my district office. I am looking forward to 
a very challenging and interesting session,” said 
Stokes.

The regular state legislative session con-
venes at noon on April 8, 2013 and ends no later 
than 6:00 p.m. on June 6, 2013.   

There is plenty of excitement at the old 
Joseph S. Maggiore Elementary School on 
Maine Avenue as work crews begin getting four 
buildings on the campus ready for an August 
opening as the new, long-awaited Kenner 
Discovery Health Sciences Academy.

“We have a tremendous amount of work to 
do but I think we can adhere to the schedule 
and have the school ready for the opening bell 
on August 15,” says Patty Glaser, chief executive 
officer and founding head of the charter school.

Three hundred and ninety-six students 
have been selected by lottery. There is also a 
waiting list for all grades. Glaser says the school 
will open with pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, 
first, second, third, fifth and sixth grades. 
Meanwhile, a brand new campus will be 
constructed on the Loyola tract with opening of 
the new facilities expected in late 2015 or early 
2016. Eventually, at the new site, the school 
will offer pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and 
grades 1 through 12.

Glaser says the four buildings on the 
Maggiore campus will give KDHSA lots of room 
to learn and grow, plenty of green space for 
planting gardens, student play and learning 
about sustainable environments.

“We’re working very closely with the 

Jefferson Parish Public School Board,” said 
Glaser. “We have developed an excellent 
partnership.”

Glaser is also pleased by the community 
response to the new school. “We have received 
incredible encouragement and support,” she 
says. Glaser is especially pleased because many 
of the parents of the children accepted into the 
academy have signed up as volunteers who will 
put in five hours a month at the school or more. 

“We really want parent involvement and we’re 
delighted that so many parents have promised 
to find time in their busy schedules to be part of 
our Kenner Discovery family.”

Glaser said she is also hard at work to 
select a great faculty for the school. Glaser 
says she has received applications from retired 
back-to-work teachers, from teachers new to 
the profession, Teach for America teachers and 
teachers who have been working at private and 
parochial schools.

“It’s our intention that the Discovery Health 
Sciences Academy is going to be a very special 
place that will have an impact on the Kenner 
community and a place in the hearts of its 
graduates and faculty,” says Glaser. “I think that 
when we formally open the doors on August 15, 
2013, that is going to be a very special day.”   

Kenner’s Discovery Health Sciences Academy 
getting ready for August opening
 By Allan Katz
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Community
Little Free Library available in Kenner
 By Joy Hirdes

Cherie Rose, the troop leader for Metairie’s 
St. Francis Xavier Girl Scout Cadette Troop 41231 
in the seventh grade and Junior Troop 40477 in 
the fifth grade, said it was her Cadette Troop 
who first chose the Little Free Library project to 
earn their “Silver Award,” which is the highest 
award they can earn at this level of girl scouting. 
The Silver Award is earned by a troop participat-
ing in a 50 plus hour service project dedicated as 
an outreach to the public while improving the 
community. The girls, who have been together in 
scouts for eight years, learned about the Little 
Free Library idea from co-scout leader Sheila 
Pace. They researched LFL online at www.little-
freelibrary.org and set a goal to place two Little 
Free Libraries in Jefferson Parish. In the spirit 
of “take a penny, leave a penny,” Little Free 
Libraries house books that anyone can browse, 
borrow or keep for free. There is no recordkeep-
ing and no obligation to return the books – ever. 
The system depends upon folks replenishing the 
stock by donating books they no longer want 
from their own collections. A typical LFL is a 
simple cabinet-type box decorated and custom-
ized as the builder sees fit and outfitted with a 
sturdy roof and door to protect the books from 
the elements. The sign on each library, which is 
registered on the LFL website is “Take a Book, 
Leave a Book.”

The girls designed an essay contest and 

publicized it asking contestants to write a letter 
describing “why they wanted to be a steward of a 
Little Free Library and how it would benefit their 
neighborhood.” The cadettes chose two winners, 
one in Old Metairie and one in Old Jefferson, but, 
there were two other letters that impressed them 
greatly so Rose’s Junior Troop of fifth graders de-
cided to provide a Little Free Library to those essay 
writers as well. That is how Kenner resident Sandy 
Courvoisier became a Little Free Library steward. 
Courvoisier, who lives in Chateau Estates, watched 
the nine girls as they dug the hole, mixed concrete 
and fixed the Little Free Library in place near the 
curb in front of her house.

Courvoisier, a professional photographer who 
teaches photography at Trinity Episcopal School, 
said, “I was very impressed at how diligent the 
girls were in completing this project. They followed 
their plan and worked together as a team.”

The girls who installed the project at the 
Courvoisier home were Tori Simmons, Elle Cross, 
Sophie Rose, Mia Sarpy, Jennifer Yrle, Raquel Jac-
quet, Jayla Baudy, Kolbey and Teresa DiGerolamo.

The girl’s agreement with each steward, in-
cluding Courvoisier, is to maintain the libraries for 
two years. Each girl is assigned to a month, contacts 
the steward and visits the library to make sure it is 
well stocked with a variety of books and kept clean.

“This project has done so much for the girls 
as a whole in both troops,” Rose said. “They have 

Kenny Polizzi, Nick Gambino, 
Scott Zimmerman (owner)

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Purchase of $400 or More Purchase of $500 or More

 

Must be presented at time of purchase, gift certificates excluded

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

ExpirEs
4/30/13

SAVINGS!SAVINGS!
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                                                     We are THEATRE. We ARE fun!
April Events
ApRil 19 & 20
The 3 Charmers of New Orleans!   8:00 pm
Becky Allen, Jodi Borrello, Amanda Hebert
A night that is sure to be filled with laughter, along with stories 
to make your mamma blush, brought to you by 3 women with decades of talent under their belt. 
If you love New Orleans, you will LOVE this show!

EvERy SATuRdAy STARTiNg  ApRil 13     The improv group BROWN  10:30 pm

April 21    Soulful Sunday with gospel /Blues Singer linda Wright & Chemistry  6:00 pm

COmEdy ClASS BEgiNS mAy 6 - ENROll NOW!

501 Williams Blvd. in Historic Rivertown  |  Tickets: 287-4707 • www.Castle501.com

Brinkman’s Menswear, 3020 Severn Ave, Metairie 455-8284  
Proudly supports the Castle Theatre.

0413_Castle Theatre.indd   1 3/23/13   12:18 AM

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library 
will hold their semiannual “Big Book Sale” on April 
11 until April 14, 2013, at the Pontchartrain Center 
on Williams Boulevard at the lake in Kenner. Hours 
are Thursday, April 11, through Saturday, April 13 
from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. On Sunday, April 
14, the hours will be noon to 5:00 p.m. Over 40,000 
gently used books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs, video tapes, 
music tapes and records will be offered for sale at 

very reasonable prices. There is an especially good 
collection of art books, cookbooks and biographies.

Cash, checks, Visa, MasterCard and Discover 
cards will be accepted. Admission and parking are 
free.

For more information call the Friends of the 
Library at 455-2665 or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.com. 
All proceeds from the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish 
Libraries.   

Used books and more on sale by library group 

learned skills like carpentry, woodworking and 
painting, but, more importantly, they have learned 
to cooperate with one another to work together as 
a team and allow each girl to shine in the skills she 
does best. Each girl had a role to play throughout 
the project.”

The Cadette troop recently applied to their 
high schools of choice and were able to put this 
prestigious award on their application, Rose said, 

impressing many high school interviewers with the 
details about their years in girl scouting and their 
accomplishments.

Little Free Library officials estimate there 
are almost 6,000 LFLs in 36 countries with at least 
1,650,000 books donated and borrowed since Janu-
ary 2010.

For more information on the Little Free Li-
brary, go to www.littlefreelibrary.org.    



APRIL 2013     KENNER STR12

Law

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.
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A trap for the unwary
By Steven A. Watts

Surprises can 
be exciting or stress-
ful. It all depends on 
the context. Unless  
you’ve won 

the lottery, financial surprises are generally 
not welcome events. The receipt of a loved one’s 
worldly assets is probably not the best time to 
receive bad news. Unfortunately, in some circum-
stances, an unwelcome surprise can attach itself to 
a loved one’s benevolent gift. It is during this reflec-
tive season of life that a thoughtful pause can serve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 to spare an heir from embarrassment and needless 
financial loss.

Under Louisiana law, the receipt of a dece-
dent’s assets is typically memorialized by a judgment 
of possession. If the judgment contains real estate, it 
is normally recorded in the conveyance records of 
the parish in which the real property is located. It is 
this simple event that can give rise to unanticipated 
problems. Since a judgment of possession acts as a 
sort of “bill of sale” confirming the transfer of the 
real property from the decedent to his or her heirs, 
this transfer is subject to any recorded judgments 

or liens in the names of the heirs. For example, if 
there is a money judgment recorded against “Heir 
A,” a piece of property jointly inherited by “Heir A” 
and his siblings will be subject to the judgment. The 
judgment will encumber the inherited property and 
act as a “cloud” upon the title of the property. This 
judgment or lien would have to be paid and removed 
in order for a sale or mortgage of the property to take 
place. Of course, this is not welcome news to the 
debtor heir nor his “innocent” siblings. Additionally, 
since judicial mortgages or judgments remain effec-
tive on the public records for a period of ten years 
from recordation (and can be reinscribed for anoth-
er ten years), the problem does not typically resolve 
itself without active negotiations between the debtor 
and the judgment secured creditor.

Often, in succession matters, the focus is typi-
cally on the distribution of estate assets to the heirs. 
Little, if any, consideration is given to the financial 
status of the receiving heirs. A quick search of the 
mortgage records can reveal any outstanding judg-
ments or liens in the name of an heir that may have 
an impact on the future sale or mortgage of inher-
ited property. If a judgment or lien is discovered, a 
timely negotiation of a release should be initiated 
before the debtor heir receives any interest in the 
estate property. Such action will typically result in 

a significant savings to the debtor heir and prevent 
any delay in the transfer of the property by the heir 
and/or any co-heirs to a third party purchaser.

When a father or mother’s interest in the fam-
ily home or other real estate is inherited by a child, 
grandchild or other heir, that heir’s interest in the 
asset is subject to the claims of any of his creditors. 
A simple search should be performed in the indices 
of the mortgage records for every parish in which 
succession property is located. The results of this 
search can serve to alert the heirs about any future 
title issues that may be created by recorded judg-
ments or liens against any particular heir. With this 
knowledge, one can avoid any surprises that may 
diminish the joy to be found in one of life’s most poi-
gnant moments.   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisi-
ana State Bar Association, has been a prac-
ticing attorney for over 35 years. His office is 
located at 4200 S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, 
in Metairie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, suc-
cessions, business transactions and corporate, 
franchise and real estate law are his primary 
areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and 
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached 
at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Health

Arthritis (‘arth’ 
meaning joint, ‘itis’ 
meaning inflam-
mation) consists of 

more than 100 different conditions and affects 
more than 21 million Americans. Osteoarthri-
tis is seen in 35 percent of knees by the age of 
30 years and 85 percent of people aged 70 to 
79 years. Osteoarthritis or degenerative joint 
disease is one of the most common types of ar-
thritis that is characterized by the breakdown 
of the joints cartilage. Osteoarthritis is a form 
of arthritis that if we live long enough, you can 
pretty much count on developing.

Osteoarthritis is commonly found in the 
weight bearing joints of the hips, knees and 
ankles with prevalence in the feet and hands 
as well. Arthritis symptoms include joint pain, 
inflammation and limited movement of joints. 
When a joint is inflamed it may be swollen, 
tender, warm to the touch or red. Surrounding 
each joint is a protective capsule, the synovium, 
which produces a fluid that lubricates and nour-
ishes the joint. Cartilage, a slippery smooth sub-
stance, covers most joints to assure an even, flu-
id motion of the joint. In many forms of arthritis, 
the synovium becomes inflamed and thickened, 
producing extra fluid which contains inflam-
matory cells. The inflamed synovium and fluid 
can damage the cartilage and underlying bone, 
making movement painful.

Many people will experience some dif-
ficulty functioning at home, at work or at play 
because of joint pain, stiffness and loss of mo-
tion. Getting out of bed in the morning, walk-

ing, climbing stairs, arising from a chair, certain 
dressing activities such as buttoning buttons 
and sleeping at night are just some of the im-
pairments seen with arthritis pain and joint 
stiffness.

By recognizing symptoms and starting 
treatment early, you can help protect your joints 
and lessen the arthritis pain. You can start pro-
tecting your joints by avoiding excess stress to 
those joints affected. Try avoiding certain activi-
ties that increase pain such as stair climbing and 
deep knee-bending activities. Become active in 
a program that will allow you to improve the 
strength and flexibility around those joints. Non-
weight bearing activities such as swimming and 
bicycling are excellent exercises that will help 
unload stress in the arthritic joint while helping 
you strengthen the muscles that support that 
joint. Also, maintaining your ideal body weight 
will help decrease pressure on the hip, knee and 
ankle joints during normal activity. The major 
goal of all arthritis treatment is the prevention 
or improvement of daily tasks.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is 
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner and at two other locations in Me-
tairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin gradu-
ated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy 
in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthope-
dic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via 
email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visit-
ing www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Arthritis
By Craig Goodwin
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2013 Leisure service summer Program

CHEERLEADING CAMP – AGES 4 - 14
This is a one-week camp that will teach basic technique and stunts. A 
routine will be taught throughout the week and performed for parents on 
the last day of camp. Bring a bag lunch.

Monday – Friday
June 10 - June 14 July 15 - July 19
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Barbre Gym Camp fee: $70 per session

GYMNASTICS CAMP – AGES 4 - 14
This is a gymnastics camp where boys and girls learn skills on vault, 
bars, beam and floor. This camp is jam-packed with gymnastics, games, 
and arts and crafts! Parents will be invited for an open house on the last 
day! Bring a bag lunch.

Monday - Wednesday
July 1- July 3 Aug. 5 - Aug. 7
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Camp fee: $55
Barbre Gym per session

TUMBLING – AGES 6-14
This is for boys and girls to help enhance their tumbling skills. Beginner 
classes start at forward rolls and advance to backbend kick-overs. The 
intermediate class must be able to do their backbend from standing and 
will advance to back handsprings. The advanced class must already 
have back handspring and will advance to back tucks. 

Monday Wednesday
June 3 - July 29 June 5 - July 31 
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Beg.) 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Adv.)
5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. (Inter.) 
Barbre Gym  Class fee: $35

HIP HOP – AGES 8 & UP
Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and 
energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for kids 
to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes and tennis 
shoes. Students will have a small performance at the end of the session. 
Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.

Wednesday
June 19 - July 31 Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40

TENNIS – AGES 7-14
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance, 
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say 
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends 
with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, USTA and PTR certified.

Thursday
June 6 - July 25  Alabama Tennis Courts
6:00p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Class fee: $40
 

     MODELING – AGES 6 - 12 
Students will be instructed on poise, public speaking, self esteem and respect for others.  

A modeling routine will be taught and students will model a selection of dress wear at the end  
of program show. Instructors: Debbie Reese and Jennifer Cole.

 Monday
 June 24 - August 5 Fassbender Center
 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Class fee: $35

THEATRE – AGES 8 & UP 
Whether you are interested in acting, singing and/or dancing this program is for you! This class will help improve 

your self-confidence, memory, public speaking, discipline, social skills and more. Class will culminate with a show at 
the end of the program. Instructors: Debbie Reese, Jennifer Cole and Sarah Gaitan.

 Tuesday and Thursday 
 June 25 - August 8 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 
 Fassbender Center Class fee: $50

Teen TheATRe ClASS AnD peRFoRMAnCe FoRMInG. CAll 468-7268 FoR InFo.

KARATE – AGES 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self esteem, confidence, 
discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, balance, flexibility, 
self defense and respect for others. Instructors: Candace Frisard, Daniel 
Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.

Tuesday & Thursday  
May 14 - Aug. 15 Barbre Gym
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Class fee: $55

PUMPED UP KICKS – AGES 6 & UP    
Bring a pair of new or used canvas styled shoes. 
(ex. Keds or Converse) We will help you develop a 
unique design to pump up your kicks! Instructor: 
Brenda Gruber.

Saturday 
May 18  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $10

PINTSIZE PAINT PARTY – AGES 6 & UP
“3 Pelicans” is the name of the painting you will complete! All supplies 
and snacks included to make this a HOT party. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Saturday
June 8  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $15

BATON WORKSHOP – AGES - 10 & UP 
This workshop will teach you basic twirling techniques and advance to 
more difficult baton tricks and marching routines. You must provide your 
own baton. Instructor: Jennifer Cole.

Tuesday
June 18 - July 30  Fassbender Bldg. B
6:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Class fee: $30

DANCE TECHNIQUE – AGES 8 & UP    
Use the summer to brush up on your technique. 
This summer workshop will help you perfect your 
turns, leaps and jumps.

Thursday
June 27 - August 8 Fassbender Center
6:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Class fee: $30

chiLdren & Teens
ARTWORKS – AGES 6 - 10
Learn to have fun with art! Young artists will be introduced to the fun-
filled world of drawing and painting. They will use watercolors and 
acrylics to complete their paintings. The camp will end with an art show. 
Please send your child with an old shirt to use while painting. Supplies 
included in class fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Monday - Friday
June 17 - June 21 July 22 - July 26
Ages 6 - 7 Ages 6 - 7
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Ages 8 - 10 Ages 8 - 10
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center Camp fee: $45 (per session)

PRE-TEEN ART CAMP – AGES 11-14

 
Teens will explore the basics of pencil drawing, 
watercolor and acrylics. Each student will 
complete the program with at least 3 projects. 
Limited to 10 students. All supplies included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Monday - Friday
June 3 - June 7
July 8 - July 12 Fassbender Center
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45 (per session)

ART A LA CARTE CAMP – AGES 6 - 10
This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and 
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used to create 
engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are endless. All supplies 
included. Instructor: Lisa Herbert.

Monday - Friday
June 10 - June 14 
July 15 - July 19 Fassbender Center
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45 (per session)

SPLATASTIC CAMP – AGES 3 - 5    
Designed specifically for pre-schoolers this will 
include creative projects that help expand their 
imagination and creativity. Painting, coloring, 
sculpting, slathering and more are used to create original projects.  
Instructor: Lisa Herbert.

Monday - Friday
June 24 - June  28
July 29 – August 2  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45 (per session)

KENNER KLAY CAMP – AGES 7 – 16
This is a great class to introduce your child to contemporary ceramics. 
All paints and brushes included in the class fee. Student must purchase 
own pieces. Class will end with a ceramic show. Call 468-7593 for more 
info.

Monday – Friday
June 3 - June 7 July 8 - July 12
June 17 - June 21 July 22 - July 26
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45
Fassbender Center (per session)

CRAFT CAMP FOR GIRLS – AGES 7-11
This minicamp will focus on all things girls love! 
You will spend the day making unique crafts such 
as bangle bracelets, hair accessories, tote bags 
and more. Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Monday – Wednesday
June 24 - June 26 Recreation Meeting Room
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Camp fee: $35

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN – AGES 7-11
It’s time to get your hands dirty and create 
delicious foods on your own. This camp will 
teach basic but fun recipes that the kids are 
sure to love. Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Monday – Wednesday
July 15 - July 17 Recreation meeting room
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Camp fee: $35

Registration is taken weekdays  
from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
beginning April 8th at the  

Recreation office on 1905 24th Street.

Leisure Services – 468-7268 or 468-7284
Ceramics – 468-7593

Leisure services

Performing arTs
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don’T  
miss our 
one day  

WorkshoPs 
LisTed on 
 Page 4!

2013 Leisure service summer Program

CARDIO DANCE                                        
Join the dance party! This class will be a fusion 
of simple dance moves and resistance training 
resulting in a fun workout. Bands and hand 
weights will be incorporated to enhance your workout to help achieve the 
results you are looking for.

Mondays & Wednesdays
June 10 - July 31 Exibition Hall
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Class fee: $35

LINE DANCE FITNESS
Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Latin, disco, oldies, top 
40, rhythm & blues, country and more will also be used to teach all the 
dances. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Monday    
May 6 - June 10  
June 17 - July 22 Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Session fee: $35

BALLROOM BLITZ - COUPLE DANCING
Work off the calories while learning how to salsa, merengue, cha cha, 
swing, Western two-step, zydeco, Jamaica and more. Dancing as a couple 
is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Monday
May 6 - June 10
June 17 - July 22 Fassbender Center 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Session fee: $50 per couple

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS
Ceramics is back and better than ever. Sign up for the class of your choice 
or come join us during our open studio time on the 1st Saturday of the 
month from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. for $5. 
(Kenner Klay Studios - 468-7593).

Beginner/Intermediate Advanced
Monday Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/month 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
 Fee: $35/month

ART WITH ACRYLICS
Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught 
the basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given at 
the first day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.

Monday
May 6 - June 24  
July 8 - August 26 Fassbender Center
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Session fee: $40

PAINT FOR FUN
An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student 
with a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list on the 
first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Tuesday Wednesday 
May 7 - June 25 May 8 - June 26
July 9 - August 27 July 10 - August 28
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center Session fee: $40

WATERCOLOR
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing is 
not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration. Instructor: Marian 
Hebert.

Thursday
May 9 - June 27
July 11 - August 29  Fassbender Center
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Session fee: $40

TENNIS LESSONS
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance, 
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say 
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consists of 8 lessons and 
ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis and A.J. Guttierrez, 
USTA and PTR certified.

Tuesday Wednesday
June 4 - July 23 June 5 - July 24
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 9 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Alabama Courts Cannes Brulee Courts
Class fee: $40 Class fee: $40

TENNIS LEAGUES
Men and women’s leagues are available and are not for beginners. 
Awards will be given at the end of the league. Registration remains open 
until leagues are filled. League play will begin in June. Call 468-7268 for 
information.
League fee: $40

DOG OBEDIENCE I
This is a beginner obedience class for dogs or puppies at least 6 months 
old. Your dog will learn basic commands and how to behave while on a 
leash. Dogs must be up to date on rabies, DHP, and parvo vaccinations. 
Bring vaccination records to the first class.. instructor is an AKC-
approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.

Saturday  
May 18 - June 29 Butch Duhe
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Class fee: $35

DOG OBEDIENCE II
This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a basic start 
on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will learn the skills required 
to pass the 10 parts of the Canine Good Citizen evaluation. Dogs must 
be up-to-date on rabies, DHP and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination 
records to first class. Training with dogs starts first class. Instructor is an 
AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.

Saturday  
July 13 - August 24 Butch Duhe
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Class fee: $35
 
CLUB DEAD BOOKCLUB                            
This is a Book Club that will meet once a month 
to discuss the books from the Sookie Stackhouse 
Series. This is the book series that the HBO hit 
show True Blood is based on. Club Leader: Marian Hebert.

Wednesday 
May 1, June 5, July 10 & Aug. 7 Recreation Meeting Room
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Club fee: $10

aduLT
A.M. BODY SCULPT
Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back in shape? 
Join this great fitness program to build and sculpt muscles, strengthen 
your core, improve your strength and flexibility while burning fat and 
calories. Please bring 3-5 lb. hand weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, 
AFAA Certified.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
May 13 - July 5
July 8 - August 30  Fassbender Center
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Session fee: $40

BODY WORKOUT IN THE P.M.
This is a combination three-day program. The class will focus on burning 
fat, increasing metabolism, ab work, strengthening with hand weights 
and cardio alternate with aerobics and kickboxing. At the end of each 
class will be stretching and relaxation techniques. Instructor: Mary 
Bergeron, AFAA Certified. Friday classes will be held at Fassbender.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
May 13 - July 5
July 8 - August 30  Exhibition Hall
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Session fee: $40

ZUMBA IN THE P.M.
This is a Latin-inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates Latin and 
international music and dance movements such as meringue, salsa, 
cumbia, reggaetone, samba, cha-cha, flamenco, belly dance and more. 
This will create a dynamic, exciting and effective fitness system. 

Wednesday & Friday Tuesday & Thursday
May 15 - July 5 May 14 - July 2
July 10 - August 30 July 9 - August 29
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Wentwood Adult Gym Exhibition Hall
Session fee: $35 Session fee: $35

YOGA I
This class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals of posture 
and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing students or anyone 
who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or other limitations, would benefit 
from yoga. Please bring a mat and a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.

Tuesday & Thursday
May 14 - July 2
July 9 - August 29 Exhibition Hall
7:00p.m.-8:00p.m. Session fee: $35
   
YOGA BALLET                        
This is a unique workout that fuses ballet and 
yoga together. Perfect for past or current dancers 
or for people that want to achieve the lean look 
of a dancer’s body. This class will help improve your balance, posture, 
flexibility and strength. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Monday & Wednesday
June 10 - July 31  Exibition Hall
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Class fee: $35

ParenT & chiLd CERAMICS – AGES 7&UP                
Join us for a day of ceramics! You 
get to choose your piece off of the 
shelf to paint. All supplies needed to 
complete your ceramic projects are included. Instructor: 
Lisa Herbert.

Saturday Fassbender Center
June 1 Fee: $35 per family
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  (one parent and one child)

FAMILY YOGA IN THE PARK – AGES 6 & UP        
Join us for yoga and hooping in the park. This is a great bonding 
experience for your family. You will learn fun partner exercises 
and games involving mats, hula hoops and more.

Saturday
June 15 & July 20 Veterans Park
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.   FREE
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CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time partici-

pant or you have an expired ID in any sports program, you must go to  
the Kenner Parks & Recreation Office at 1905 24th St. for processing.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

ChILDREN PROgRAMS
Soccer registration begins September 2, 2013.
Football, Cheerleading, Volleyball & Bounceball

  begins August 5, 2013.

 Call 468-7211 for more information

2013 summer Leisure service & aThLeTic Programs

one day WorkshoPs

 

dance & 
gymnasTics 

regisTraTion 
augusT 10Th

Leisure Service Office
468-7268 
468-7284

2013 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR

NO pROgRAms OR CLAssEs wILL bE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER 
HOLIDAYs LIsTED AbOvE. CLAssEs OR pROgRAms THAT OCCuR ON A 

HOLIDAY wILL NOT bE REsCHEDuLED.

memorial Day mon., may 27
Independence Day Thurs., July 4
Labor Day mon., sept. 2
Thanksgiving Day Thurs., Nov. 28
veterans Day (observed) Fri., Nov. 29
Christmas Eve Tues., Dec. 24
Christmas Day wed., Dec. 25
New Year’s Eve Tues., Dec. 31
New Year’s Day wed., Jan. 1

P.M. PAINT PARTY
Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and 
painting! This is a unique experience to see how 
talented you can be. Each person will leave with 
a completed painting at the end of the night. All 
supplies included. Visit www.kenner.la.us to see 
samples of the paintings.

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
May 10 - “Strings”
June 14 - “Fleur de Lis”
July 11 - “Happy Hour”
August 9 - “Nola Lights on Slate”
Workshop fee: $25

FLEUR DE LIS SHIRT    
In this workshop you will be 
creating a unique fleur de lis 
shirt using watercolors. 
You bring the shirt we supply 
the rest. 
Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
May 16 Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $15

CAKE POP FLAG                        
Join the cake pop craze with us! We will be 
making several different flavors 
of cake pops and arranging them into the 
design of an American flag. This will 
be a perfect addition to your 4th of July party this year. All supplies 
included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Monday
July 1 Recreation Meeting Room
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $20

Check out the Adult leagues 
KPRD has to offer:

 Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagueS in: 
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball

Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at 
468-7211 for more information.

comPuTer 
cLasses
coming 
soon!
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GOOD FOR MASSAGES, FACIALS AND 

one great mom.
Massage Envy Spa gift cards: New ways to relax for the mom  

who does it all. Ready to gift for Mother’s Day–Sunday, May 12  

at your local Massage Envy Spa.

Introductory 1-hour  
massage session*

Introductory 1-hour Murad®  
Healthy Skin facial session*

$ $

 *One-hour session consists of a 50-minute massage or facial and time for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change.  
Rates and services may vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. Each clinic is a member of the Massage Envy  
network of independently owned and operated franchises. ©2013 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

MassageEnvy.com
Convenient Hours · Franchises Available

GIFT CARD

(504) 496-9000
M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm,
Sun 10am-6pm

39
KENNER
819 W. Esplanade Ave.

E2843

49

corner of Chateau Blvd.
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Automotive

Once you’ve set-
tled all of the details 
and signing all of the 
paperwork to buy a 

car, you’ll likely be presented an opportunity 
to purchase an extended service agreement or 
warranty. On a new car this extended warranty 
takes over once the manufacturer’s warranty ex-
pires. On a used car, this will begin the moment 
you take ownership of the vehicle or when any 
remaining manufacturer’s warranty expires – 
whichever comes first.

The dishonest dealer will apply extreme 
pressure to convince you to purchase the war-
ranty. You’ll be scared into purchasing the war-
ranty because you will be told that you have to 
make up your mind on the spot or you’ll lose your 
chance to get a warranty. They may even tell you 
the bank requires you to purchase the coverage.

When you’re buying a car, the last thing you 
want to think about is future problems, so it’s 
easy to get emotionally wrapped up in this war-
ranty scam. The truth of the matter is that you 
have 30 days after you purchase the vehicle to 
add on an extended service agreement. And the 
dealership isn’t the only place to get an extend-
ed warranty. There are other options available to 
you – both on the Internet and through your car 
insurance company and potentially your bank.

The dirtiest dealers will tack this warranty 
on to the deal without telling you about it. And of 
course most people fail to read the fine print, so 

they miss it, and get suckered into buying some-
thing they didn’t need or want.

Here’s how to avoid this scam. First of all, 
carefully read all of your paperwork to make 
sure you are not agreeing to anything you don’t 
“agree” to. Once you know the car you want, 
consider getting some competitive extended 
warranty quotes from the Internet. Print these 
out and bring them to the dealership with you. 
In many cases the dealership will be able to of-
fer you a lower price – and still make a decent 
profit – so they’ll be happy. And if you’ve done 
your homework ahead of time, you’ll be certain 
not to pay two or three times too much for a war-
ranty.  

Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s 
Autoplex, which stocks all types of vehicles, 
cars, trucks, SUVs and vans priced from $5,000 
to $25,000, located at 6900 Veterans Boulevard 
in Metairie. Turner, in the automobile business 
for over 30 years and a fourteen year member 
of the Better Business Bureau, was appointed 
in 2009 by Governor Bobby Jindal to the board 
of the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, 
which licenses and oversees the used vehicle 
industry in Louisiana. Turner can be reached 
at 887-3131 or online at doug@dealndougs.com.

Extended warranty scam explained
By Doug Turner

It’s extremely 
important to take 
good care of your 
tires. The easiest 

way to do that is to keep them filled with the 
proper air pressure. People hear it all the time 
but it is one of the most important things you 
can do to extend the life of your tires.

Your tires are your first line of defense in 
vehicle safety for you and your passengers. Your 
tires connect your car to the ground. When you 
apply your brakes to stop or slow down the car, 
your tires are just as responsible for making the 
car respond as your brake system..

Take a look at your tires. On the outside of 
every tire is the Department of Transportation 
number. It will begin with the letters DOT and 
may contain up to 12 additional numbers and 
letters. The first and last digits are the most im-
portant as the first two letters or numbers iden-
tify the tire manufacturer. The last three or four 
digits represent when the tires were produced. 
This is really important as age has a major im-
pact on your tire’s ability to keep you safe.

Prior to the year 2000, the last three digits 
of a DOT number represented the week (two 
digits) and the year (one digit) of production. 
So if the last three digits are 428, the tire was 

produced in the 42nd week of 1998.
Tires produced after January 1, 2000, have 

a four-digit date code at the end of the DOT 
number. So, 3600 indicates the tire was pro-
duced in the 36th week of the year 2000.

If your tires are over five years you should 
have them checked as your risk of tire separa-
tion or having a blow-out greatly increases.

While keeping the safety aspect in mind, 
not keeping consistent and proper tire pressure 
will also lower your gas mileage due to rolling 
resistance. It’s the same principle as trying to 
ride a bike with low tires. It’s harder to pedal 
the bike because your tires are soft and floppy. 
If your vehicle’s tire air pressure is low then your 
vehicle has to work harder, burning more gas. If 
you want to save money on gas, it is a good idea 
to keep a tire pressure gauge in your glove box 
and check your tire pressure every other time 
you fill up for gas.  

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s 
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned 
and operated full-service tire and automotive 
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in 
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is  
www.scottystireauto.com.

You can extend the life of your tires
By Scott Zimmerman
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Real Estate

One Call Is all It takes!
Let us shop to find the best vaLue for the best price.

Kevin Guffey

hoMe   auto   fLood   business
proudLy representing

caLL noW!

467-0800467-0800
Since 1987 3409 WilliamS Blvd.

w w w . g u f f e y i n s u r a n c e . n e t
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1-800-223-2060 www.Gulfbank.com

Now this is what you call
a working relationship.

Interest on Entire Balance

Free Online Banking

Earn Gifts and Travel

Free Debit Card

No ATM Fees

Points on Every Purchase

Enjoy a true, working relationship with Gulf Coast Bank. With our new Relationship 
Checking Account, now you can really put your money to work for you:
• Interest on your entire balance
•	Reward	Points	with	every	purchase	on	your	debit	card, 
 redeemable for merchandise, travel and gift cards
•	Free	debit	card,	online	banking	and	Bill	Pay
•	No	ATM	fees	in	the	Community	Cash	Network

Relationship
CHECKING

A minimum deposit of $20 is required to open account. $9.95 each statement cycle if minimum daily balance falls below $5,000.00 any day of the statement cycle or the 
qualifying combined deposit and/or loan balances are less than $10,000 at the end of the statement cycle or the account does not have a monthly direct deposit. $3.00 
paper statement fee if not enrolled in eStatements. See your banker for full details. 

Whether you are a 
first-time buyer looking 
for a low-cost way into 
the housing market, 
purchasing your next 

home or a veteran homeowner purchasing a vacation 
home, a condominium is definitely worth your consid-
eration. Condominiums can provide you with a viable 
way to share the costs of maintenance and upkeep of a 
home, afford you more security, provide you with lifestyle 
amenities and offer other conveniences that come with  
living in a defined community.

It is, however, important to understand the 
unique issues that come to play when purchasing a 
condominium. Here are 10 tips that will make you the 
best buyer you can be.

Learn about the building and structure – Just 
like purchasing a single family dwelling, you should 
know some details. Learn about the history of the 
structure, when it was renovated or updated, the num-
ber of previous owners of your unit and if it was rented 
out. Learn about the roof, wiring, foundation, heating 
and cooling equipment, plumbing and other systems 
that will affect your day-to-day living. Look into issues 
around land and landscaping, drainage and other ex-

terior issues.
Learn about the condo association and who 

manages the building day-to-day – Our happiness 
and satisfaction might depend on a group of people 
that does not work within your standards of excellence. 
Review the minutes of recent board of directors’ meet-
ings as well as the budget.

Read the fine print – Ask to see all relevant pa-
perwork to have insight on the rules and regulations 
of the association. These should also spell out who is 
responsible for major elements, a big factor in your 
purchase.

Know what else to ask – Review the financial 
statements and budget for the condominium. Ask 
about special assessments and reserves. Ask to review 
the certificate of insurance. Buying a great condomini-
um in a fiscally irresponsible complex is a huge risk and 
could lead to large, unexpected assessments.

Learn the rules – When you buy a condo you 
agree to live by the rules governing the community. 
Rules govern potential rentals, use of amenities, park-
ing, noise and business use of the unit.

Understand obligations – Condos come with a 
set of obligations- maintenance, insurance, parking, 
waste disposal fees, pest control, etc.

Sneak a peek at the surroundings – Observe 

the state of the common areas, parking and recreation. 
Understand the effect the size of the building and com-
plex will have on your lifestyle. Are most of the units 
owner-occupied or rentals? Learn the personality of 
the place to determine your overall satisfaction.

Be a detective – You are entering a long-term 
relationship with a building and a group of people, so 
learn all you can.

Don’t be fooled by low homeowner association 
dues – When the dues are too low, even though it looks 
attractive, the reserve fund may not be adequately 
funded, and you will end up with special assessments 
to cover repairs.

Look at your special needs – If you are disabled 
or have special needs, look into how these needs will 
be met and if your condominium complex has issues 
that may come into play. Only you can assess your own 
needs, and the time to do that is prior to purchasing. 
Consult your real estate professional for your fact-find-
ing.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors 
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, 
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Consider the condominium: 10 tips for success
By Linda R. Martin

Exterior caulking 4-1-1
By Dan Dormady

The winter’s 
wind-driven weather 
often results in evi-
dence of minor leak-
age around windows, 

doors and other locations in your home. Often the 
answer is not re-siding or a new roof surface, but 
rather a need for caulking maintenance.

Properly selected caulking and sealants are 
needed in key locations such as around doors 
and windows, roof penetrations and siding corner 
joints, etc. The problem is caulks and sealants tend 
to have useful lives significantly shorter than the 
materials they are applied to, so periodic caulking 
maintenance is needed.

So let’s talk about caulk. The first things to 
resolve about each caulking project are its longev-
ity needs, flexibility of the joint, cure time available 
and ease of clean up. These issues are further com-
plicated by the many different types of construc-
tion-materials used today, likely weather conditions, 
whether this is a new caulking application or a re-
caulking application and the future application of 
paint. Therefore, let us first consider the properties 
of the typical caulks available.

Acrylic latex caulking is sometimes referred to 
as “elastomeric caulk” and is the most widely used 
and easiest caulk to apply for both interior and ex-
terior projects. It has more elasticity than straight 
latex caulk, which is more suitable for interior work. 
Both can be painted but are not as flexible in wide 
temperature ranges as the high-performance caulks 
and they must be applied in ambient temperatures 
of more than 40 degrees Fahrenheit. They should 
never fill spaces greater than one quarter of an inch 
and have a useful life of 10 years. These caulks are 

easy to clean up as they are water based.
Butyl caulking is a rubber-based material that 

has been available for a long time and is still very 
affordable. Its stringy nature does not make it suit-
able for a clean, finished appearance. It has good 
adhesion characteristics and is very water resistant, 
making it a good applicant for roof component 
repairs, walkways and exterior joints with lives of 
up to 10 years. Butyl should never come in contact 
with modified bitumen flashing tapes or rubber 
roof membranes.

Silicone caulking is water and ultra violet-
resistant with moderate adhesion qualities but will 
stick to almost any non-porous surface with joints 
up to a quarter inch wide. It does not bond well to 
unpainted wood and can degrade masonry or stone. 
Silicone caulking is very flexible even in severe tem-
perature gradients but is difficult to work with and 
does not hold paint well. Because of its oily residue, 
once silicone is used to seal a joint, it should be 
used to reseal the joint. Some of the silicone caulks 
with hybrid additives such as acrylic compounds 
can have useful lives of up to 20 years.

Polyurethane caulking is often the profession-
al exterior caulk of choice, as it is versatile, water 
resistant and very flexible, enabling it to span up to 
two-inch joints. It can handle a wide temperature 
range and adhere to virtually any material, includ-
ing wet surfaces. It comes in a limited number of 
colors, but once cured it holds paint well. Additives 
can be applied to give it good UV resistance, allow-
ing it to have one of the longest useful lives of all of 
the caulks.

The key to a successful caulked joint is that 
the caulk bonds to both sides of the joint and can 
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Airport

In 2012 while 
working feverously to 
complete the over $300 
million modernization 

of Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, the 
New Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB) was also working on a 
feasibility study for a new airport terminal at the existing air-
port location in Kenner. New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
had sent a request for the study to the NOAB in their August 
meeting in 2011. Justification for the study revolved around 
a number of factors.

Here are the top five.
The age of the airport terminal. During the recent 

terminal modernization, issues from age were identified and 
addressed but were done so at a serious expense. It is inevi-
table that similar issues will continue with time. In the future, 
the buildings and other physical equipment of this historical 
institution will continue to need further attention and care. 
Particularly as it concerns the aging electrical system, an 
inefficient heating and cooling system (HVAC) and other 
support components that the airport presently relies on for 
day to day operation. An aging facility hurts two ways. First, it 
does not make a good impression on behalf of our community 
and second, it costs more to maintain and increases cost to 
our airlines that results in hurting business here at MSY.

Reconfigure concessions. The optimum operation for 
the airport will have non-airline revenue from concessions 
greater than airline revenue. The correct configuration of 
concessions will increase our level of customer service with 
more options and achieve the revenue balance that is neces-
sary. Because of the physical limitations of the existing ter-
minal, the opportunity to reach optimum revenue balance is 
limited. Our recent modernization effort has maximized the 
concession configuration possibilities of the existing airport 
structure.

In-line baggage screening solution needed. A stra-

tegic deficiency in the present terminal is the absence of 
an inline Explosive Detection System (EDS) for screening 
checked baggage or luggage. It is a must-have feature in any 
modern airport of our size. Since September 11, 2001, airport 
security has been heightened to 100 percent screening of 
passenger checked baggage. This results in a high labor cost 
for the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) and a 
slow baggage processing rate. An inline system will improve 
efficiency by moving more bags in a shorter span of time 
which would provide a significant savings for the operation 
of the airport.

Lack of full airport access. Because the existing con-
courses in the terminal were constructed as four unlinked 
structures, the lack of an option to transfer between flights 
on the secure side of the airport results in less flights and 
less people. The present terminal layout also eliminates full 
access to all of the new restaurants and concessions that the 
New Orleans Aviation Board has just introduced, restricting 
passengers to services on their particular concourse. Due 
to the present layout of the airport, the ratio of concessions 
both pre- and post-security are out of balance.

Consolidated checkpoint needed. Finally, for the air-
port to efficiently process the growing number of passengers 
at Armstrong International through security it will require a 
consolidated checkpoint that cannot be constructed in the 
present structure. This was realized when we attempted to 
install one during the modernization endeavor. Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport handles 80 percent 
of the commercial passenger traffic in the state. As our pas-
senger loads continue to grow, a facility that can efficiently 
serve them will be necessary.

To accurately assess and recommend a direction for 
the future, a team of seasoned professionals was selected 
and allocated funding to perform a thorough and exhaustive 
study. Following their studies, they have been instructed by 
the NOAB to prepare a summary report on possible design, 

land-use, feasibility and environmental issues of four alterna-
tives. They are first, maintain the existing facility. Second, do 
additional construction to the present facility. Third, build a 
new structure to the west of the existing terminal. And fourth, 
build a new structure on the north side of the airfield.

As this process moves forward, we will continue to brief 
you on our progress to develop a world class airport here. The 
NOAB is committed to providing a first-class facility through 
upgrades to the existing structure and the establishment of a 
new one as deemed prudent. As the aviation industry contin-
ues its evolution, Armstrong International Airport will strive 
to always be on the cutting edge of change.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport may be reached 
at director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air 
time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute tele-
vision program, “Airport Alive,” or view it on the airport web-
site, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. You can now follow the airport  
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO Airport. 
To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on 

“Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.

A new airport under study
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Kenner Discovery Health 
Sciences Academy

A new charter 
school is calling 

Kenner home! 

Opening August 15, 2013

Together we will grow a 
successful Early Childhood-12th 
grade charter network with a 21st 
century approach to education.

DISCOVERY
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY

For more information, please 
call 504-233-4720

or visit www.discoveryhsf.org.

KDHSA does not discriminate
on the basis of race, creed,
national, or ethnic origin.

3108 Georgia Ave. Kenner, La 70065

Restaurant

Mon.-Sat. 8-8
504-575-3013

Come and enjoy the best home cooking!
Baleadas, Pupusas, Carne Asada, Fajitas

Soups, Salads and much more!

Milk shakes  
& Natural Drinks

Catering
for

Parties
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Achilles tendinopathy: A 
common source of foot pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Disorders of the 
Achilles tendon represent 
a common cause of foot 
pain and dysfunction. Ana-

tomically, the Achilles tendon inserts on the calcaneus or heel 
bone. The Achilles tendon forms the insertion of the gastrocne-
mius and soleus muscles. The gastrocnemius, which originates 
above the knee, and the soleus, which originates on the back of 
the tibia, are located in the posterior leg or calf. These muscles 
function to plantarflex the foot which enables us to push off 
when we walk or run. The Achilles tendon is encased in a thin, 
vascular layer of tissue called a paratenon.

The Achilles tendon is subject to a variety of overuse type 
syndromes. Paratenonitis refers to a painful condition charac-
terized by inflammation of the paratenon. Tendinosis refers to 
a degenerative condition of the tendon itself. The term “tendon-
itis” when used in reference to the Achilles tendon is a misno-
mer because the tendon undergoes a degenerative rather than 
an inflammatory process.

Patients affected by Achilles tendon dysfunction typi-
cally are young athletes or older active individuals. Diagnosis 
is made by a careful history and physical examination. Patients 
may report pain or tightness anywhere along the course of the 
Achilles tendon from the musculotendinous junction to the 
calcaneus insertion. Pain more commonly occurs with activi-

ties such as running or walking. Physical examination will show 
tenderness to palpation of the tendon. Swelling of the tendon 
may be present. Dorsiflexion of the ankle may be restricted and 
may be associated with pain. Plain radiographs (X-rays) are 
usually normal but may show a bony prominence at the calca-
neus insertion site. Ultrasound and MRI scanning are useful 
tools for diagnosis and planning treatment in these disorders.

Treatment for Achilles tendinopathy is usually non-op-
erative. On occasion, a period of i mmobilization in a molded 
ankle-foot orthosis is used. Anti-inflammatory medication 
can be helpful. Physical therapy for gentle stretching and mo-
dalities has been used with success. For athletes, a change in 
training regimen may be necessary to alleviate symptoms. A 
heel lift may be beneficial for some patients. Rarely is surgery 
performed to excise the diseased tendon or paratenon. In order 
to properly diagnose and treat Achilles tendon dysfunction, an 
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is recommended.   

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic 
surgeon with over 10 years experience. The Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center 
dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused 
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located 
in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call  
467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Health
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WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and 
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will 
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate 
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office  4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065 

reservations@kpba.biz

The KBPA invites you to an evening of 
FOOD, FUN and NETWORKING on

April 18, 2013 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Hosted by General Manager  

Michelle Swanner Yenni 
at Chateau Golf & Country Club

Please email RSVP to reservations@kpba.biz

KPBA After-Hours Networking Event

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd. Kenner

0413_KPBA.indd   1 3/22/13   8:30 PM

German
Farmers’

Coast
Market

West Bank Market

St. Charles Plaza, Hwy 90, Luling
Every Wednesday 2:30 to 6:00pm 

East Bank Market
Every Saturday 8am to noon

Ormond Plantation, Destrehan

Go to www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org 
for recipes, driving directions, e-newsletter sign up, and more.

Fresh produce available only minutes away in St. Charles Parish!

Follow us on

 Voted Louisiana’s Favorite Farmers Market!
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Ochsner-Kenner offers full range 
of options to connect with your 
healthcare team
By Paolo Zambito

Spring is here – a time of renewal and to start 
fresh. Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner encourages 
you to stay healthy during this change of season.

The first step toward a healthy lifestyle is mak-
ing an appointment with your primary care physician. 
Together, you and your doctor can create a preventive 
care plan based on your overall health, gender and 
age. Healthy adults who have no symptoms of disease 
should follow the general guidelines for adult preven-
tive healthcare screenings. “Whether you obtain care 
from your primary care physician or another doctor, 
the most important thing is that you maintain the 
recommended schedule of screenings,” says Dr. Dawn 
Puente, regional medical director at Ochsner-Kenner.

Convenience and easy access are two important 
features we offer when making an appointment with 
your primary care physician. We understand that you 
may experience different types of healthcare needs 
when it involves non-life and life threatening issues. 
OMC-Kenner provides a variety of options to accom-
modate what is best for you.

For those non-life threatening issues that may 
occur outside of normal clinic hours, our after-hours 
nurse care line, Ochsner On Call, connects you with 
a specially trained staff to assist with your medical 
questions. In those emergency instances, we now of-
fer a listing of our ER real-time wait times at www.
ochsner.org/ER which is also available via a mobile 

app. MyOchsner, a secure, personal online tool, allows 
patients to connect with their physicians, schedule 
appointments online, refill prescriptions and access 
private health information through a secure web site.

No matter what time of day or night, connecting 
with your OMC-Kenner healthcare team is important. 
The good health and well-being of our patients is our 
top priority. We hope that you will take the time to talk 
to your doctor to ensure your healthy future.

For more information about OMC-Kenner or to 
schedule an appointment, visit www.ochsner.org/lo-
cations/kenner or call 464-8000.   

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer 
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated 
mission is to improve the high level of quality pa-
tient care to local residents and the surrounding 
communities by focusing considerable efforts on 
increasing Ochsner’s support of the community 
as well as expanding medical services in the city. 
Zambito serves on the boards of the Louisiana 
Emergency Response Network (LERN) Commission 
Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital 
of Kenner and is a member of the Jefferson Chamber 
of Commerce and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Louisiana. For more information on the services 
and physicians at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner 
call 464-8000.

Health

Could you be diabetic or pre-diabetic?
By Allan Katz

Dr. Erin Brewer, a family physician at the 
Ochsner Medical Center in Kenner, says that 
every week she finds herself telling surprised pa-
tients that they have diabetes or are pre-diabetic.

“Elevated blood sugars creep up on people,” 
says Dr. Brewer. “They think they’re doing fine, 
just a few symptoms like frequent urination or 
yeast infections, and then they visit the doctor for 
a physical and find out they either are diabetic or 
are on the cusp of it.”

Dr. Brewer says if her practice is indicative, 
she believes that there are thousands of persons 
living in Kenner and the region who are diabetic 
or pre-diabetic and don’t know it. However, Dr. 
Brewer suspects that many of these have a suspi-
cion in the back of their minds that they may have 
a problem but hold off going to see the doctor be-
cause they don’t want their fears confirmed.

“The link between overweight and diabetes 
in America is pretty close to an epidemic,” says 
Dr. Brewer. “On the other hand, for hundreds of 
patients that I’ve helped, diabetes is a flare in the 
sky that tells them they need to get their health in 
order. A diabetic or pre-diabetic patient who loses 
weight, begins an exercise program and changes 
their eating habits is on the road to good health. 
That’s why we’re so adamant about everyone 
scheduling a yearly physical, what we now call a 
‘wellness exam,’ so that each member of the fam-
ily can know the real state of their health rather 
than guessing or being afraid to have their worst 
concerns confirmed.”

Dr. Brewer says adults and children alike 
know when they are overweight and have eating 
habits that push them toward obesity. “That’s 
an easy thing to have happen in south Louisiana 
with all the good food and the emphasis on shar-
ing delicious meals with friends and family,” she 
says. “But, given a chance, doctors and dieticians 
can show anyone how they can still have delicious 
meals without being obese or diabetic. And, of 
course, exercise is really important.”

Dr. Brewer has been in south Louisiana 
since 2000 and she thinks that Kenner is one of 
the best places to live in the region. She also be-
lieves that the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner 
has emerged as one of the best health centers in 
the region. “Kenner is a great city that deserves 
a first-rate medical center and we’ve got one in 
Ochsner-Kenner.”   

Dr Erin Brewer
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Sports

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.
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See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
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Saints, Payton consistent in letting Bushrod 
leave
By Ken Trahan

In gambling terms, it is a bit of the 
roll of the dice.

That is the best way to describe the Saints allowing left tackle 
Jermon Bushrod to find a good deal and walk to the Chicago Bears 
for big money.

The Chicago Tribune reported the deal to be worth nearly $36 
million with $17.715 million guaranteed for Bushrod, a Pro Bowl hon-
oree with the Saints in each of the last two seasons who served as 
Drew Brees’ primary blind-side protector the past four years.

At first blush, the move appears to be a shaky one for the Saints.
Then again, there is a consistent track record to go by with the 

Sean Payton-Mickey Loomis regime in New Orleans when it comes 
to dealing with offensive linemen. In a word, they are expendable, 
interchangeable parts, whether because of salary cap concerns or 
simply making the proper moves to get capable players as replace-
ments for departing performers.

Charles Brown is poised to get his chance to become the start-
ing left tackle in New Orleans.

Bushrod was a fourth-round pick in 2007. Brown was a second-
round choice in 2010. Bushrod is 6-foot-5, 315 pounds. Brown is 
6-foot-5, 297 pounds.

Clearly, Brown was more of an investment, expected to play, 
contribute and become a starter. It is time for the Saints to find out 
if Brown was worth the investment.

The move is not unprecedented. It was not unexpected. It is not 
unconventional. Sean Payton and Mickey Loomis have proven that 
they are ready and willing to let proven offensive linemen go.

After the 2005 season, the Saints regime allowed LeCharles 
Bentley to leave for the Cleveland Browns though Bentley had pub-
licly stated that he did not want to play for the Saints anymore. Bent-
ley was a two-time Pro Bowl performer in New Orleans at guard and 
center after being drafted in the second round in 2002. The Saints 
replaced him with Jeff Faine, who did a good job.

Payton allowed Faine to depart after the 2007 season, replacing 
him with Jonathan Goodwin. Faine was initially a first-round pick of 
the Cleveland Browns in 2003 and the Saints let him sign with Tampa 
Bay. Goodwin played well for the Saints, most notably in the Super 
Bowl season of 2009.

The Saints parted ways with Jamaal Brown after the 2009 sea-
son. Brown was an investment, a first-round draft choice in 2005. 
They replaced him with Bushrod, who played solidly. He earned Pro 
Bowl honors in 2011 and 2012.

New Orleans allowed Goodwin to walk after the 2010 season. 
After replacing him with veteran Olin Kreutz initially, Brian de la 
Puente, a free agent, stepped in and got the job done. Goodwin was 
initially a fifth-round pick of the New York Jets in 2002.

The Saints let Jon Stinchcomb go after the 2010 season, replac-
ing him with Zach Strief, a seventh-round pick in 2006 in Sean Pay-
ton’s first draft. Stinchcomb was a second-round pick of New Orleans 
in 2003. He earned Pro Bowl honors in the Super Bowl-winning 2009 
season. Strief has played decently, though not at the level of Stinch-
comb when he was at his best.

After the 2011 season, New Orleans allowed Carl Nicks to go to 
division rival Tampa Bay, despite the fact that Nicks was a two-time 
All-Pro Bowl player with the Saints. They acquired Ben Grubbs to 
replace him. Nicks was a fifth-round draft choice in 2008. Grubbs 
was a first-round pick of the Ravens in 2007. Grubbs did a solid job 
last season.

With regard to Bushrod, he was a solid, competent player 
though not elite by any stretch of the imagination. He was depend-
able and knew the system. There was a bit of a comfort zone with 
Drew Brees.

Then again, he is replaceable, with the right player. Is Brown 
the right player or is there someone else out there in free agency or 
the upcoming draft that could fill the bill?

It is not as though Brown has not been in the fire.
Brown has played in 21 games in three seasons. He filled in for 

Strief when he was injured in 2012 and held his own on the right side 
in three starts. He started five games in 2011. Now, he will get a shot 
to show if he is athletic enough to protect the blind side of Brees.

If Payton and Loomis felt Bushrod was elite, chances are they 
would have done whatever necessary to retain him, more so than the 
others who departed, simply because of the critical nature of the left 
tackle spot. Obviously, they did not feel that way, remaining fiscally 
responsible in allowing him to depart.

History tell us that the other moves made with regard to offen-
sive linemen have worked out well for Payton and Loomis We will 
soon find out how the Bushrod move works out.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 
AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of 
www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general man-
ager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.

The third annual Saints Hall of Fame auction/reception and the 
22nd annual Saints Hall of Fame celebrity golf classic are set for 2013.

The auction/reception will take place on Sunday, May 19, 2013 
from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in the indoor practice facility and 
cafeteria at the New Orleans Saints facility located at 5800 Airline 
Drive in Metairie.

There will be an elaborate food spread, along with soft drinks, 
beer and wine and patrons can enjoy partial tours of the New 
Orleans Saints facility. Head Coach Sean Payton will help auction 20 
outstanding items, many of which are from the New Orleans Saints.

The cost is $50 per person with all proceeds going to the non-
profit Saints Hall of Fame, located at Gate B on the Plaza Level of 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome. The Saints Hall of Fame Museum is 
open by appointment Monday through Friday weekly between 10:00 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at a cost of $7 per person or $5 for any group of 
10 or more.

The 22nd annual Saints Hall of Fame celebrity golf classic is set 
for Monday, May 20, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. at Chateau Golf and Country 
Club at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.

Coach Payton, several members of his coaching staff, Saint 
Executive Vice President and General Manager Mickey Loomis, 
many current New Orleans Saints players and several prominent 

former Saints players will participate.
The event features a taste of New Orleans, with a restaurant 

serving on every hole, at the check-in area and at an awards function 
in the clubhouse following the event.

The cost is $1,500 per group of five, which includes a Saints 
celebrity. A foursome is $1,200. The cost for individuals is $300. For 
an additional cost, patrons can bid on Payton, Loomis or a Saints Hall 
of Fame inductee to play with their group.

“The Saints Hall of Fame represents the best of our best and 
presents the history of our franchise in outstanding fashion,” said 
Payton. “We encourage all to support the Hall of Fame and these 
excellent events.”

Entries are now open and the event will sell out. The first 36 
groups will be accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis.

All proceeds from the event benefit the non-profit Saints Hall 
of Fame Museum.

Send payment by check to the Saints Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 
640394, Kenner, LA 70064-0394.

For additional information, contact Ken Trahan at 471-2192 or 
by email at kentrahan@aol.com.   

Saints Hall of Fame auction/celebrity golf classic set 
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I wanted to title this column “The nine 
wives of King Larry,” but he only had 
eight and one of them was a repeat. I then 
wanted to title it “The nine lives of Larry 
King” but as far as I know he’s had only 

two. The second life came after his pretty good heart attack in 1987. But, 
it’s the heart attack that was the focus of my close encounter with the 

“King of Talk Television.”
In 1988 the Republicans threw a party for George H. W. Bush and 

nominated him for president of the United States at their convention in 
the Superdome. My weekday show on WWL radio was broadcasting from 
the crossover walkway between the Hyatt Regency and the Dome.

Every day celebrities crossed back and forth in front of me and I 
would do everything but stick my foot out to make them stop and sit 
down for a quick interview. Most of them did, including my favorite fifties 
comedian, Mort Sahl, whose brother-in-law at the time was Sheriff Harry 
Lee. NBC’s John Chancellor slowed down enough to tell me he was in a 
hurry but would try to come back later. He never did.

Larry King came marching past me during a commercial break in 
shorts and running shoes and I yelled for him to come over. He said he 
was walking because he just had a heart attack and he had to walk every 
day, but he said he would come back when he finished. And he did.

“When I came to New Orleans for the convention I worried I wouldn’t 
be able to find a health club,” King explained in the interview, “but then 
I saw the perfect health club – the whole Superdome. This morning I 
walked around it six and-a-half times to make three miles.”

I told him that in watching him on TV before his heart attack and 
seeing the smoke from his cigarette curling up, we were all taking bets 
on when Larry King was going to have his heart attack.

“I knew I had heart problems,” he said, “so why was I smoking? I 
have no answer for you. I stopped smoking the day of the heart attack 

and have never thought about it since and I used to smoke three and-a-
half packs a day...and I would tell this to your listeners, Ed, if you need 
bypass surgery, and you get a second opinion – always do that – the day 
your second opinion confirms your first opinion, do it. Do it that after-
noon. Get it done. The worst thing is to schedule it.

“I knew I needed it in early October and scheduled it for December 
1. But I was in contract discussions and I wanted my life okay before I go 
under the knife. Now that I think about it, what the hell did that mean? 
In other words, if I died it was okay, I had a contract.

“But I kept thinking the night before the surgery that God’s gonna 
get even with me. I’m not gonna wake up. I was saying goodbye to people. 
But when I did wake up the nurse told me I had a quintuple bypass and 
from that very moment I was a super patient. I had my second chance.”

King later wrote a book about his crisis (name of the book is “Mr. 
King, You’re Having a Heart Attack”) and set up a foundation to help 
people who cannot afford the surgery.

Larry and I agreed that the worst thing we can do, when interview-
ing authors, is to read the book before the interview.

“Jimmy Breslin’s novel, ‘Table Money,’ was a great novel,” he said. “I 
didn’t know he was going to be on my show. I read the book as soon as it 
came out and then he was booked. The one thing I was not curious about 
was ‘Table Money’...I don’t like to ask questions I know the answer to.”

Larry also said he did his shows to please himself – not the audi-
ence, not the bosses – but himself.

King said, “Johnny Carson once told me, ‘If I don’t like it, they’ll 
never like it. The only difference between talent and ordinary in this 

business is that talent knows the secret. And the secret is – there’s no 
secret. Just be yourself.’”

King, by the way, has a Louisiana connection (in addition to reign-
ing as Bacchus in 2001). Before he hit the jackpot with his nightly show 
on CNN (1985-2010) he was in radio and TV in Florida. In 1971 he was 
a color commentator for the Miami Dolphins on radio station WIOD. Af-
ter a former business partner accused King of grand larceny, Larry was 
arrested and lost both his radio and television jobs. The charges were 
dropped a few months later but it took him several years to get his career 
back on track. In 1974, he was hired by KWKH in Shreveport to do color 
for the Shreveport Steamer of the World Football League. He was finally 
rehired by WIOD to do a sports-talk show and things started looking up.

The one thing “The King” and I did not talk about on WWL was 
his marital history. After all, my show was only three hours long. At the 
time of our interview, Larry was 55 years old and had been married six 
times. He is now 79 years old and the marriage total is eight. But, if you 
followed his career at all, you know that he never really did talk about his 
weddings in the aggregate. Each time he got married, he couldn’t stop 
enthusing about the current wife, but he never talked about how many 
exes there were. I don’t know what the celebrity record is but I think he 
and Liz Taylor are tied for the championship. And King Larry the First is 
two up on King Henry VIII. And counting?   

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at edclancy2@aol.com or at 
his blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Larry King is all heart
By Ed Clancy

 
 
 
end the perpetual flooding problem in north Kenner.”

As part of the deal, the city has to contribute 10 percent of the con-
struction costs. “Any time I can spend a dime and get back 90 cents, I’ll 
do it,” said Denapolis. Denapolis has been earmarking his district funds 
to meet the ten percent match. The city is responsible for 100 percent of 
the design fees for the three phases and Hartman Engineering has been 
selected to perform the design-related services.

Kenner and the state are preparing for Phase I of the three-part 
plan that will start with drainage and roadway improvements along Galan 
Drive, Hooper Drive and Maggiore Drive. Also part of the Phase I plan is 
a new, larger outfall pipe along Millsaps Place that will discharge storm 
water into the canal adjacent to Catahoula Street. Residents in Audubon 
Place and University City will benefit and get relief from the flooding that 
has plagued those areas. Phase 1 is expected to cost approximately $1.1 
million with the state paying about $881,000 and the project is expected 
to get underway this year.

Phases II and III are set to begin in 2014 and 2015. Drainage im-
provements along Millsaps Place from Tulane Drive to West Louisiana 
State Drive are planned in Phase II costing an estimated $1.45 million. 
Phase III is projected at $1.58 million and will include roadway and drain-
age improvements along Tulane Drive from Houston Place to Kilgore 
Place and also on Kilgore Place from Tulane Drive to Northwestern Street.

“The folks in Baton Rouge said that by getting professional engineer-
ing assistance to put together a very professional application we made a 
scientific case for the urgency of our problem and the possibility that the 
flooding could be ended,” said Denapolis. He said he couldn’t have done it 
without the encouragement and help of Jose Gonzalez, the director of Ken-
ner’s Department of Public Works, who knew how important it was for De-
napolis to solve District 5’s flooding problems. Gonzalez advised Denapolis 
to approach it like an engineering professional and risk the $50,000 it would 
cost for professionals to pull together a binder that might earn the praise of 
the engineering professionals in Baton Rouge. Denapolis said it did just that.

Gonzalez said, “The awarding of this grant resulted because of the 
successful joint effort between the Yenni administration and Councilman 

Denapolis. The project was in a preliminary stage when I inherited it two 
and a half years ago. My mission was to work with assigned consultants 
to make sure proper documents were being prepared correctly, submit-
tals were being made on a timely basis and coordination with state DOTD 
engineers was taking place. All of this was necessary to make sure the 
city’s chances of receiving an allocation of funds improved. The mission 
was accomplished.”

Gonzalez continued, “This project was part of the state-wide flood 
control program that allocates limited state funds for worthy drainage 
projects throughout Louisiana. It is an extremely competitive process and 
very few projects are awarded funds on a yearly basis. I suspect that hun-
dreds if not thousands of applications are sent in to the state on a yearly 
basis requesting for funds under this program. Only the best prepared ap-
plications with significant amount of information justifying need make the 
short list as candidates for possible allocation. It is a very risky proposition, 
as local governments have to spend $50,000 or considerably more with 
engineering-related work, with absolutely no guarantee that the project 
would be awarded any funds.”

Gonzalez said the three projects now funded are intended to elimi-
nate flooding in certain areas of Audubon and University City subdivisions 
but will not solve the drainage problems throughout all of north Kenner. 

“This is one of several projects for which the city has received federal and 
state funds in the recent past. Working as a team with the city’s adminis-
tration, we have been successful in receiving such funds,” said Gonzalez.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said, “I share the same concerns 
in regard to Audubon and University City. I emphasized to Councilman 
Denapolis the need for a well-prepared application and encouraged him 
as well to use his district funds to prepare the necessary documentation. 
I am pleased we are the recipient of this vital grant.”

Denapolis said about 375 homes in District 5 would be impacted 
by the first phase of the three-phase anti-flooding plan but thousands of 
homes in District 5 will be impacted by the time the $3 million has been 
spent. Denapolis said there are 1,500 homes in University City alone that 
will benefit from the flood improvements.

“I look at this flooding problem as a quality of life issue,” Denapolis 
said. “District 5 residents now know that the answer to their perpetual 
flooding is on the horizon.”   

Flooding improvements
 from page 1

fund managed by the Jefferson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, the 
city’s marketer. The city of Kenner additionally pays the JCVB $50,000 
annually.

Kathleen Turner, SMG’s general manager of the Pontchartrain Cen-
ter said the civic center was designed to bring visitors to Kenner and to 

benefit other businesses and is not expected to make a profit, similar to 
the Ernest Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, which loses mil-
lions each year. Duke McConnell, the city’s finance director, says the city 
did not build the civic center to make money as it was done for economic 
impact on the city.

Yenni said the Kenner City Council will have to approve the new 
contract, probably at an April meeting, and if approved the agreement 
would take effect in July. The new deal has a five-year renewal option.   

Pontchartrain Center
 from page 1
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Ochsner Medical Center named one of 100 hospitals with great oncology programs
Becker’s Hospital Review has recognized Ochsner 

Medical Center on its list of 100 Hospitals and Health 
Systems with great oncology programs. Ochsner Medi-
cal Center is the only hospital in Louisiana to receive 
this award.

According to Becker’s Hospital Review, the select-
ed hospitals are on the cutting edge of cancer treatment, 
prevention and research. They were selected based on 
clinical accolades, quality care and contributions to the 
field of oncology. Hospitals do not and cannot pay to be 
included on this list.

“This award is a testament to our multidisciplinary 
approach, which includes the collaboration of our medi-
cal, surgical and radiation oncology teams as well as 
numerous ancillary services,” said Richard Guthrie, MD, 
Ochsner Regional Medical Director in New Orleans. “I 
am extremely proud of the effort made by each member 
of our staff who work together every day to achieve the 

best outcomes for our patients.”
The Ochsner Cancer Institute is reported to be the 

largest system in the Gulf South region to provide multi-
disciplinary care for cancer patients, who benefit from a 
collaborative approach to cancer care by a highly skilled 
team of physicians, oncology nurses, social workers, re-
searchers and other health care professionals. Cancer pa-
tients receive their care in the state-of-the-art Gayle and 
Tom Benson Cancer Center which provides a relaxing at-
mosphere overlooking the Mississippi River. In 2011 alone, 
Ochsner diagnosed and treated nearly 3,200 patients.

Through the Ochsner Community Clinical Oncol-
ogy Program (CCOP), patients have the opportunity to 
participate in clinical research trials from multiple col-
laborative groups. Ochsner is currently the largest clini-
cal research program in oncology in the New Orleans 
region, providing access to trials at its Jefferson Highway, 
Baton Rouge, Covington and Baptist sites with plans to 

expand into our other locations in the future.
The Ochsner Cancer Institute is fully accredited 

by the American College of Surgeons Commission on 
Cancer and, in 2012, was recognized by U.S. News and 
World Report’s “Best Hospitals” awards. Ochsner’s 
Lieselotte Tansey Breast Center is fully accredited by 
the National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers 

(NAPBC), the first and only breast center recognized by 
NAPBC in the Gulf South region. Additionally, the radia-
tion oncology program at Ochsner is accredited by the 
American College of Radiology (ACR).

For more details, view a full list of the top 100 Hos-
pitals and Health Systems with great oncology programs 
at www.beckershospitalreview.com.   

Community

In America, on average, five children die per day 
due to abuse and neglect. In Louisiana alone, 42 children 
lost their lives in 2012. In efforts to create awareness 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Jefferson 
has developed the Light of Hope Beacon. This beacon 
of light, a 7,000 watt Skytracker, will be permanently 
located on the grounds of the CASA Jefferson office and 
will be able to be seen from miles around the greater 
New Orleans area. The beacon will burn nightly but will 
be turned off on the one year anniversary of any child’s 
death in Louisiana due to abuse and/or neglect.

CASA Jefferson hopes the community will see 
this as a symbol of the fight to end child abuse. On the 
nights that the light is “dark,” their website will list the 
child’s age, gender and cause of death. The website will 
also link community members to resources that help 
end this struggle.

On Friday, April 5, 2013, CASA Jefferson will host 
the Light of Hope gala presented by Crescent Bank and 
Trust at the Hyatt Regency in New Orleans, located at 
601 Loyola Avenue. Artist Terrance Osborne and his 
wife, Stephanie, will serve as celebrity chairpersons of 
the event and Lauren “Fleurty Girl” Thom will emcee. 
The evening will be a showcase of New Orleans style 

entertainment, featuring Bonerama, Robin Kinchen and 
Voodoo Symphony, as well as food and spirits, both live 
and silent auctions and a fashion show featuring CASA 
volunteers and former foster children. The night will be 
highlighted by the initial lighting of the Light of Hope 
Beacon. To purchase tickets, visit www.lightofhopegala.
com or call Cynthia Chauvin at 701-5757.

Sponsorship packages are being developed 
for businesses and individuals to help support CASA 
Jefferson in this undertaking. For more information 
regarding sponsorship levels or donations visit the 
website or email Dennis@casajefferson.com.

CASA Jefferson has begun the process to file a U.S. 
patent to create a model to enable organizations that 
share the same mission to help with this effort. After 
the successful launch of this project, CASA will assist 
other programs across the state to do the same. CASA 
Jefferson will maintain the control over naming rights, 
marketing and mailing database.

CASA’S mission is to assign a trained capable 
volunteer from the community to advocate for the 
best interest of every abused and neglected child in 
the Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court System. CASA 
Jefferson’s office is located at 671-A Whitney Avenue in 
Gretna. The phone number is 533-8757 and the website 
is www.CASAJefferson.com.  

Light of Hope gala to aid abused and neglected 
children
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The 2013 Jefferson Parish rabies vaccination day 
is scheduled for Sunday, April 21, 2013, at 10 sites across 
Jefferson Parish.

Dog and cat owners may have their animals 
vaccinated against rabies and receive a parish pet 
license and collar tag for $15 per pet. The 10 vaccination 
stations will be open from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with no 
appointment necessary.

Rabies vaccination day is a joint effort of the 
Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter, the Jefferson SPCA 
and the Southeast Louisiana Veterinary Association.

Parish and state laws require dogs and cats receive 
a rabies vaccination every year to protect against the 
virus that attacks the central nervous system. Rabies 
vaccinations not only protect pets from contracting 
rabies from a wild animal such as a raccoon or bat, they 
also protect people by setting up a “vaccination barrier” 
between wildlife rabies and the human population.

The rabies tag also is an identification tag for pets. 
The individual tag number can identify the pet and its 
owner through maintained records.

More than 2,000 rabies vaccinations were 
administered during rabies vaccination day in 2012, 
also providing pet owners the opportunity to schedule 
more than 200 spay/neuter appointments through the 
Jefferson Parish spay/neuter program.

The five locations offering rabies vaccinations on 
April 21, 2013, throughout thee East Bank of Jefferson 
Parish are Muss Bertolino Playground, 630 West 
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner; Lafreniere Park, Mall 
Island under the pavilion, 3000 Downs Boulevard in 
Metairie; Cleary Playground Pavilion, 3700 Civic Street 
in Metairie; Jefferson Playground by the Dixie Youth 
Field, 4100 South Drive in Jefferson; and Lakeshore 
Playground at the outdoor concession, 1125 Rosa 
Avenue in Metairie.  

Jefferson Parish rabies vaccination day set for April



APRIL 2013     KENNER STR20

Latin American News

The City Volunteer Committee of Kenner is once 
again preparing for the 2013 American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Relay for Life, its signature activity, on Saturday, 
May 18, 2013, a community event held at LaSalle Park 
that represents the hope that those lost to cancer will 
never be forgotten, that those who face cancer will be 
supported and that one day cancer will be eliminated. 
The event starts at 10:00 a.m. with a survivor lap and 
ends at 10:00 p.m. with a final lap dedicated to those 
who have lost the battle. A total of 46 teams of indi-
viduals representing corporations, churches, clubs, or-
ganizations and families participated in the event last 
year raising $68,146 for the American Cancer Society 
with Team Kenner raising over $6000.

In conjunction with the 2013 Relay for Life, the 
CVC Team Kenner is presenting the sixth annual Art-
A-Cure on Wednesday, April 17, 2013 at the Kenner 
Pavilion, on the corner of Loyola and Vintage Drives, 
from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Over $5,000 was raised 
for the cause at last year’s event.

The event will consist of live auctions, silent auc-
tions and door prizes. Available at the live and silent 
auctions are prints donated by Terrance Osborne, 
Cody Walsh, Jeremy Hebert and other local artists  
along with many other items donated by local busi-
nesses and restaurants. 

Tickets to the event can be purchased for $10 
and include food donated by local restaurants includ-
ing Messina’s, Labella’s, Copeland’s, Smitty’s, Trea-
sure Chest Casino, Zea Rotisserie and Grill, Crowne 
Plaza and Chateau Café.

To purchase tickets or to inquire about the Art-
A-Cure or the Relay For Life contact Michele Lawler 
at 468-7280 or email mlawler@kenner.la.us or Kerri 
McGovern Diaz at 468-7268 or email kmcgovern@
kenner.la.us.  

The City Volunteer Committee presents 
“Art-A-Cure” fundraiser in April 

Cars have 
changed. So have 
traffic rules, driving 
conditions and the 
roads you travel ev-

ery day. Some drivers age 50 and older have never 
looked back since they got their first driver’s li-
censes, but even the most experienced drivers can 
benefit from brushing up on their driving skills. 
Now for the first time Latino drivers can take the 
AARP driver safety course in Spanish at the AARP 
Community Resource Center.

The growth in the greater New Orleans area 
Latino population has spurred AARP to offer its 
popular driver safety course in Spanish. We’ve 
been planning this course for a couple of years 
and we’re thrilled to finally launch the program to 
the Spanish speaking community.

The AARP driver safety class is the nation’s 
first and largest driver safety course designed for 
drivers age 50 and older. This is the first time the 
AARP Community Resource Center in New Or-
leans will host the driver safety program for Span-
ish speakers.

By taking a driver safety course you’ll learn 
the current rules of the road, defensive driving 
techniques and how to operate your vehicle more 
safely in today’s increasingly challenging driving 
environment. You’ll learn how you can manage 
and accommodate common age-related changes 
in vision, hearing and reaction time. In addition 
you’ll learn how to minimize the effects of dan-

gerous blind spots, how to maintain the proper 
following distance behind another car, the safest 
ways to change lanes and make turns at busy in-
tersections and the proper use of safety belts, air 
bags, anti-lock brakes and new technologies used 
in cars. You will also learn ways to monitor your 
own and others’ driving skills and capabilities, the 
effects of medications on driving and the impor-
tance of eliminating distractions, such as eating, 
smoking and cell-phone use.

After completing the course, you will have a 
greater appreciation of driving challenges and of 
how you can avoid potential collisions and injuries 
to yourself and others.

AARP membership is not required to take 
the course and there are no tests to pass. Partici-
pants may be eligible to receive an insurance dis-
count upon completing the course. The classroom 
course costs only $12 for AARP members and $14 
for non-members.

The Community Resource Center encour-
ages you to register early for one of the courses 
because space is limited. For additional informa-
tion and class schedule call 485-2164.
Community announcements

April 6: Dillard University Community Devel-
opment Corporation seventh annual family health 
and sports festival. Free of charge financial fitness 
workshop, health screening, eye exams, healthy 
cooking demos, sports clinics and much more. For 
information call 816-4704.

April 13: Kenner Hispanic Resource Center 

annual health and resource fair. Free and open to 
the community. Free of charge immunizations, vi-
sion and dental screenings, information on GED 
and adult education, presentations and much 
more. For information call 469-2570.

April 27: Señorita Unidad Hispanoameri-
cana pageant and gala dance at the Best Western 
Landmark Hotel. Music is by the Ovi’G and the 
Froggies “Los Ranas.” For ticket information call 
466-1483.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV 
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sun-
day at 8:00 p.m. For more information and pro-
gram schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click 

on the KTV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought, “Social net-

working while driving is worse than texting while 
driving and drunk driving put together.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations offi-
cer for the Latin American Civic Association of 
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to 
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Driver safety course 
By Rafael E. Saddy

It’s what you need for how you live.

At AT&T we’re committed to bringing 
you the innovative communications 
services you need, when you need 
them. We can help you stay in touch 
with family and friends. And, we 
keep you entertained and informed. 
It’s what we do—now, and always.

© 2013 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. 

of now
the power

Community

Art-A-Cure, the annual fundraiser sponsored  
by Kenner’s City Volunteer Committee last  

year raised over $5,000 for the  
American Cancer Society.

ongoing communication and promotion plans. The 
CD must provide information about the tax incen-
tives to residents and businesses and engage cultural 
stakeholders such as civic, neighborhood, business 
and community development organizations in plans 
that contribute to creating a hub of cultural activity. 
The CD must also maintain an updated business in-
ventory and gather pertinent information throughout 
the year related to the impact of the CD designation. 
The primary benefits, among other things include 
state and local sales tax not being charged on the 
sale of eligible one-of-a-kind works of art from estab-
lished locations within the certified Cultural District 
and once a CD is certified by the Office of Cultural 

Development, eligibility to apply for state historic tax 
credits is expanded for renovations to owners of com-
mercial and residential historic buildings within the 
boundaries of the Cultural District.

Hebert said, “We’ve been in contact with state 
officials and I feel confident about Kenner’s chances. 
If selected, it would complement our primary objec-
tive which is having Rivertown obtain status by the 
state as a Main Street community.”

Currently, there are 63 cultural districts in 25 
different parishes in the state of Louisiana, including 
in Gretna and Grand Isle. Other recent developments 
to Rivertown include the addition of a state office of 
motor vehicles office and the city contracting a pri-
vate company to manage its theaters.   

Rivertown
 from page 1
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CITY OF KENNER
10-project 

corridor redevelopment plan

PROJECT 10
Williams Boulevard from Veterans Highway 
to West Metairie Avenue (City Hall)
Council District: 2
Total cost: $5.4 million
Cost to city: $5.4 million
Priority: DOTD, Administration and Council Proposed
Location: Williams Boulevard from I-10 to West 
Metairie Avenue (City Hall)
This project along Williams Boulevard will encompass 
comprehensive streetscaping along with a complete 
streets policy.

PROJECT 1 
Duncan Canal Improvements 
Council Districts: 2, 3 & 4 
Total cost: $11 million 
Cost to city: $5.5 million 
Priority: Extremely High 
Location: West Esplanade Avenue at  
The Esplanade Mall 

The Duncan Canal project will replace the outdated 
bridges with box culverts. This will allow the opportu-
nity for drainage and pedestrian improvements as well 
as landscaping and art installation.

PROJECT 2
Williams Boulevard Corridor
Council Districts: 2 & 3
Total cost: $11.2 million
Cost to city: $11.2 million
Priority: High
Location: Williams Boulevard from I-10 to  
Vintage Drive
The Williams Boulevard corridor project will embrace 
comprehensive streetscaping in conjunction with a 
complete streets policy. Street trees and plantings will 
improve appearance and provide traffic calming effects. 
Adding bike lanes, pedestrian crosswalks and improved 
bus stops with shelters will enhance safety.

PROJECT 3
Loyola Drive Streetscape
Council Districts: 1 & 5
Total cost: $3.3 million
Cost to city: $3.3 million
Priority: High
Location: Loyola Drive from I-10 to Georgetown 
Drive
The Loyola Drive streetscape project will include 
comprehensive streetscaping and a complete 
streets policy.

PROJECT 4
Power Boulevard Beautification
Council District: 3
Total cost: $900,000
Cost to city: $900,000
Priority: Medium
Location: Power Boulevard from West Esplanade 
Avenue to Vintage Drive
The Power Boulevard project proposes the installation 
of public artwork along with landscaping and lighting 
improvements. In addition, pedestrian crosswalks will 
be upgraded and a pedestrian bridge constructed at 
Vintage Drive.

PROJECT 5
Airline Drive at Williams Boulevard 
Landscape Beautification
Council Districts: 1 & 2
Total cost: $500,000
Cost to city: $500,000
Priority: Medium
Location: Intersection of Airline Drive and  
Williams Boulevard
This project features landscaping, lighting and pedes-
trian improvements at the intersection of Airline and 
Williams with a new monument sign signifying the 
entrance to Rivertown.

PROJECT 6
Loyola Drive Landscape Beautification
Council Districts: 1 & 5
Total cost: $500,000
Cost to city: $500,000
Priority: Medium (in light of more ambitious project 3)
Location: Loyola Drive north of I-10
Includes landscaping of the medians on Loyola at I-10

PROJECT 7
Veterans Highway at Airport Access Road
Council Districts: 1 & 2
Total cost: $500,000
Cost to city: $500,000
Priority: Medium
Location: Intersection of Veterans Highway and 
Airport Access Road
This project will enhance the current entrance to 
Kenner with an art project as well as pedestrian, 
landscape, and lighting improvements.

PROJECT 8
Bike Path Along Erlanger
Council District: 3
Total cost: $866,000
Cost to city: $866,000
Priority: Medium
Location: Erlanger Road from Vintage Drive to 
Lake Pontchartrain (0.48 miles)
This project will extend a bike path and lighting from 
Power along Erlanger to the lake.

PROJECT 9
Box Culverts at Vintage Drive and 
Williams Boulevard
Council District: 3
Total cost: $1.2 million
Cost to city: $1.2 million
Priority: Council proposed
Location: Vintage Drive at Williams Boulevard
The project will consist of adding a box culvert 
with landscaping on the west side to match exist-
ing on east side at Williams and Vintage. Pedes-
trian improvements will consist of a new paved 
walk and  traffic islands. 

Government

701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com

give aveda–
and watch love grow.

Remember Mother’s Day–
Sunday, May 12th
Give a gift they’re sure to love, the gift of Aveda. Pre-made gift sets, 
custom gift sets and gift cards are available in any dollar amount.

Need help selecting the perfect gift?
Just ask!
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Center or to perform disaster debris management 
and monitoring services, it would be more ap-
propriate to select a company or firm through an 
RFP process, rather than a competitive bid. The 
reason is the government entity would probably be 
best served with a company that has good finan-
cial standing, proper financial and personnel and 
equipment resources, significant amount of experi-
ence in the field, a good performance history, pro-
fessional trained staff and/or a capacity for timely 
completion of work and costs of services. But when 
it comes to services such as cutting grass, maintain-
ing air conditioning systems or maintaining genera-
tors, a competitive bid process surely appears to be 

more logical, especially with the current financial 
situation of the city.”

Gonzalez says he approached Mayor Yenni 
and Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley 
with a suggestion to consider using a competitive 
bid process rather than an RFP process for certain 
service contracts and the suggestion was favorably 
accepted immediately.

“With these three contracts we fully under-
stood the potential for saving the city approximate-
ly $200,000 annually,” said Quigley. “Based on the 
most recent competitive bids, Gonzalez’ suggestion 
appears to be on target.”

Gonzalez said there are pros and cons in the 
decision making process to engage into services 
with companies through a competitive bid process 
versus an RFP process. He said each project is dif-

ferent and must be analyzed accordingly in the de-
cision making process.

“Considering the city’s current financial situ-
ation, Mayor Yenni is exercising everything within 

his power to save money and at the same time not 
cut services while maintaining quality of life citi-
zens expect,” said Quigley.    

Contracts
 from page 1

Redevelopment
 from page 1
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LentiL SaLad
By foodieforone.com
Lighten up a meal or two this upcoming spring with this vitamin 
packed, refreshing lentil salad. Ingredients include fresh spinach, 
roasted onion, fresh red or brown lentils, roasted almond pieces and a broiled tomato to add a big splash of 
color to the otherwise earth tone of this salad.

Begin by rapidly boiling a cup of lentils covered in four cups of water for about five minutes, then reducing to 
simmer for another five minutes. Season with a heaping teaspoon of Stavo’s Cajun Seasoning and Adam’s 
Reserve Truffle Salt.

Drain. Lentils should be tender but not mushy.

Roast one onion, cut in half, in the oven, for about 40 minutes. Drizzle with olive oil and seasoning prior to 
roasting. When tender, chop the onion coarsely and toss over medium heat in a skillet. Allow any extra liquid to 
evaporate and then add lentils to the onion.

In another small skillet, roast almond pieces or whole almond pieces which have been crushed, over medium 
heat, tossing frequently to prevent burning. Allow to become golden brown in color. They will smell amazing.

Slice a whole Roma tomato in half, lengthwise, drizzle with olive oil and roast at  
350 degrees for about 25 minutes or until tender.

Plate all ingredients over a bed of fresh large spinach leaves, adding lentils and onions,  
almond pieces and half of the roasted tomato to the plate.

Enjoy!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment  
of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez.  
Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to  
foodieforone@yahoo.com.  
For detailed recipe directions  
and step by step photos  
visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
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Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC
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Gift CertifiCates  
available

Facials • Massage • Waxing

Complete Hair Care

Men’s and Ladies  
Hair Replacement

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA
504-464-5949

www.hairstylesunlimited.com

Free Manicure*
When a Deluxe Pedicure is purchased. 

Indulge your senses while caring for your body
Offer Expires: 05/31/2013 • 1 Coupon Per Person

*Shellac Manicure available at an additional, nominal charge.
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Government
Best ways to do business with Social 
Security

Many people save time by going online to take 
care of everyday tasks. For example, people shop on-
line to avoid going to crowded malls or stores and 
pay bills and check their account balances online to 
save a trip to the bank.

It’s true of Social Security business, too. People 
can save a lot of time by visiting www.socialsecu-
rity.gov where they can handle much of their Social 
Security business quickly and securely from their 
home or office computer. At the Social Security web-
site people can create a Social Security account for 
quick access to information, get an instant, personal-
ized estimate of future Social Security benefits, ap-
ply for retirement, disability, spouse’s, and Medicare 
benefits, check the status of a benefit application, 
change an address and phone number for those re-
ceiving monthly Social Security benefits, sign-up for 
direct deposit of Social Security benefits, use Social 
Security benefit planners to help better understand 
Social Security options, request a replacement Medi-
care card and apply for extra help with Medicare 
prescription drug costs.

Looking for more Social Security information? 
Go online to find out almost anything about the So-
cial Security program. Information is available on 
subjects ranging from how to get a Social Security 
number for a newborn to returning to work while 
receiving disability benefits.

And since April 22 is Earth Day, here is another 
tip. Going online is good for the planet. It saves more 
than just time, it also saves paper, emissions and 
energy.

Reach Social Security by calling toll-free at 
1-800-772-1213. All calls are treated confidentially. 
Specific questions can be answered from 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Generally, there 
is a shorter wait time after Tuesday during the week. 
Information is provided by automated phone service 
24 hours a day. The automated response system can 
be used to give a new address or request a replace-
ment Medicare card. The deaf or hard of hearing may 
call the TTY number 1-800-325-0778.    

Often times, people decide they need to apply 
for a new Social Security card because they can’t 
find their old one. As long as all of the required 
information and documentation is at hand, it’s not 
difficult to obtain a replacement Social Security 
card. But here’s even better news: you probably 
don’t need the card.

When you think about it, your Social Security 
number is your Social Security card. That is, 
knowing your number is usually all you’ll ever need. 
Know your number by heart, and you’ll never leave 
home without it.

In the event a replacement card is wanted or 
needed, find all the details at www.socialsecurity.
gov/ssnumber. The “Get or replace a Social Security 
card” page provides information on how to obtain 
a replacement card and what specific documents 
need to be provided. Each situation is unique, but 
in most cases simply print, complete, and either 

mail or bring the application to Social Security 
with the appropriate documentation (originals or 
certified copies only).

In almost all cases, though, an application for 
a newborn’s Social Security card and number is 
taken in the hospital at the same time of the baby’s 
birth certificate application.

There are a number of reasons a baby or child 
may need a Social Security number, but the main 
one is so that parents can claim their child as a 
dependent on their tax return. The child also will 
need a Social Security number to apply for certain 
government and social service benefits.

For whatever reason a Social Security card is 
needed, it is easy to apply for one. But remember if 
you already have a card but just can’t find it, in most 
cases all that is needed is to know the number.

Learn more about your Social Security card and 
number at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber.   

Your SSN is your card

When the first of April comes, people may be on 
guard to protect themselves from an April Fool’s Day 
prank. But every day of the year, people should be wary 
of identity thieves.

Identity theft is no joking matter. Identity thieves 
victimize millions of people each year.

Identity thieves have some sly tricks to obtain 
your personal information. They do it by stealing 
wallets, purses and mail; posing by phone or email as 
someone who legitimately needs information about 
a person, such as employers or landlords; stealing 
personal information provided to an unsecured 
site on the Internet, from business or personnel 
records at work, and personal information at home; 
or rummaging through people’s trash, the trash of 
businesses and public trash dumps for personal data.

Don’t be fooled by identity thieves. Take the 
proper precautions. Be sure to safeguard personal 
information, such as Social Security numbers and 
mother’s maiden name. If an identity thief scores this 

information, it could result in more than monetary loss 
as it also can hurt your credit score and record.

Help being protected by not carrying your Social 
Security card and not providing personal information 
to unknown sources over the Internet or by phone. Be 
sure to shred any documents, bills or paperwork before 
throwing them away. Most important, never reply 
to an email claiming to be from Social Security that 
asks for your Social Security number or other personal 
information. If contacted by someone claiming to be 
from Social Security and there are doubts about the 
validity of the caller, call Social Security at 1-800-772-
1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).

Anyone who thinks they have been the victim 
of identity theft should contact the Federal Trade 
Commission at 1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-4338) or 
TTY 1-866-653-4261. Or go to www.idtheft.gov and 
click on the link for “Report identity theft.”

Learn more about identity theft at  
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10064.html.   

Identity theft – it’s no joke
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455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED
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OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474

Including… Mattress Bags 
Dish & Glass Packing Kits 
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes
Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

We Sell Boxes &  
Packing Supplies
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We are proud to announce we have advanced tech-
nologically and are now offering online registration. We 
have a new online database that our participants can 
access to find out all the information on classes that are 
available. An entire family can be registered online by 
signing up and paying for classes from the comforts of 
home. All of your family’s information, such as address, 
phone numbers, etc., will be stored so that you do not 
have to enter it every time you register. The system is also 
set up to automatically calculate any special discounts 
that may apply. So, if you are a senior citizen or have 
siblings signing up together the system generates the 
discounts and updates your total accordingly.

With this new database, we are able to send out 
class notifications in mass emails so that you do not have 
to worry about losing flyers. This system has streamlined 
the registration process on the user and administration 

side, making it more convenient and efficient for all. If 
you are interested in registering your family, please visit 
the Kenner website at www.kenner.la.us and click on 
Recreation and the Leisure Service Division section will 
guide you through step by step to begin the process.

I truly enjoy what our department has to offer 
and my staff and I are very passionate about providing 
quality programs to the public. I anticipate a growth in 
participation and feel that the surrounding communi-
ties are discovering this hidden gem in the city of Ken-
ner. The opportunities are endless for us and I am very 
excited to see where we can take it.

If you have any questions about Leisure Ser-
vices or Recreation you may contact my office at 
468-7211.   

Kenner Parks and Recreation Director 
Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 468-7211 
or recreation@kenner.la.us.

Leisure Sevices 
 from page 7

Government

At a meeting of the city of Kenner department heads on March 20, 2013, Gail Hunts, 
a legal secretary for the city’s legal department, was selected as an outstanding employee 
for February 2013. Hunts has been employed by the city for seven years and was cited 
as being a valued employee, a hard and loyal worker and was acknowledged as a great 
asset to the department. In addition, Rebecca Hasbun was also named as employee of 
the month for February. Hasbun has worked over the past ten years as a supervisor at the 
Hispanic Resource Center in Kenner’s Community Development Department. Hasbun 
was recognized for working tirelessly in bringing new programs to the center, as one 
who forges allegiances with many agencies to help children in the community and as an 
interpreter for the city of Kenner, the police department and for Jefferson Parish govern-
ment. Hasbun was also accredited as a model employee who is reliable, dedicated and as 
someone who always goes the extra mile.   

Hunts and Hasbun 
named city employees of the month 
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Gail Hunts, left, and Rebecca Hasbun, right, were presented  
employee of the month certificates by Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, center.

tolerate the anticipated movement of the joint 
without tearing or breaking the adhered surface. 
Selected caulks should meet the American Society 
for Testing and Materials (ASTM) standard C920 
at +/-12.5 percent. For joints wider than a quarter 
inch, a backer rod of foam is pressed into the joint 
to form a barrier to minimize the depth of the caulk 
bead to one half inch deep. As the backer rod does 
not permit the caulk to adhere to it, it prevents a 
three-sided bond subject to tearing.

Whether your home’s exterior is clad in wood 
or vinyl, stone or brick, EIFS or stucco, you need 

to caulk periodically. The selection of the proper 
caulk and the method of application will go a long 
way to determining the length of time between ap-
plications.   

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional 
engineer and licensed home inspector and the 
president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a lo-
cally owned consulting engineering firm special-
izing in residential and commercial building in-
spection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-
6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at 
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady 
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Dormady
 from page 14

Katz
 from page 6

“There are rumors flying in every direction, in-
cluding a rumor that the governor is now behind a 
proposed car rental tax that would go to local govern-
ments,” says Senator Martiny. “Some may recall that 
he promised to support a car rental tax last year to 
benefit Kenner but then vetoed it after it was passed 
by the House and Senate.” The vehicle rental tax, if 
approved, could be very important to Kenner because 
of the presence of Armstrong International Airport’s 
huge vehicle rental facility.

Senator Martiny says his concern is that if the 
governor goes ahead with his plans to abolish the in-
come tax, then what impact will that have on local 
governments when the sales tax in Jefferson Parish 

leaps to a level near 15 cents on the dollar?
 

“Who knows how a 15 percent sales tax will impact 
consumers?” says Senator Martiny. “We’ve never had 
anything like that in Louisiana. I’m quite sure it’s 
a point that worries Mayor Yenni and the Kenner 
City Council. We all know that Kenner, like many 
other communities in Louisiana, is depending on 
revenues from sales taxes. I would certainly think 
retailers in Kenner and across the state would be 
very dubious about a sales tax rate that is anywhere 
close to 15 percent.”   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

The Divine Mercy Parish Men’s Club will 
hold its annual golf tournament on Monday, May 6, 
2013, at the Chateau Golf and Country Club.

Tee time is 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be provided 
prior to the shotgun start and refreshments will 
be available on the course. An awards party with 
food and drinks will be held from 5:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m. when prizes will be awarded in various 
categories.

The entry fee is $125 per golfer and includes 
green fees, cart, lunch, refreshments and the 
awards party. Hole sponsorships are available for 

$100. Eagle sponsorships are available for $700 
and include all the benefits of a hole sponsorship 
plus green fees for four players, your company 
name on the tournament shirt as well as preferred 
seating at the awards party. A new 2013 BMW 
sponsored by Peake BMW and $10,000 sponsored 
by Strategic Solutions Applied are the featured 
prizes for the two hole-in-one contests.

For further details or registration information, 
call event chairman Ray Scullin at 466-9119, 858-
7399 or email rscullin@cox.net. The registration 
deadline is Friday, April 26, 2013.   

Divine Mercy to hold annual golf tournament 
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  
• onsite management  
• high & dry  
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

ONE MONTH FREE! 
MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!
468-3474

HURRICANE PROTECTION!

Highest wind-rated storage in Kenner!

Protect va
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www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage

Call for details!

Big Easy Storage is now 
a Drop Off Station for the 

Kenner Food Bank

“Super rent SpecialS!”
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