
Treasure Chest Casino, located in Kenner, is cel-
ebrating its 18th birthday in September. The casino, 
which opened on Labor Day in 1994, employs more 
than 700 and, in its arrangement with the city, in re-

cent years has annually contributed in the neighbor-
hood of $5 million to the city’s coffers.

“While Kenner’s leaders and residents were op-
timistic about the Treasure Chest’s impact on their 

community, I don’t think anyone imagined it would 
enrich Kenner’s quality of life at the level it has over 
the past 18 years,” said Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yen-
ni. “The Treasure Chest Casino has been both a stable 
funding source and a popular attraction for the city. 
We are fortunate to have such an asset as a part of 
our community and I am optimistic that the Treasure 
Chest will continue to thrive in the city of Kenner.”

In honor of its grand opening in September 
1994, the casino is throwing an 18th birthday celebra-
tion complete with a concert, cupcakes and cash.

Kicking off the festivities is a free outdoor con-
cert on Sunday, September 2, 2012. Along with the 
city of Kenner, Treasure Chest will be welcoming to 
the stage Danny T and the Crawdaddy’s from 3:00 
p.m. until 5:00 p.m., Amanda Shaw and the Cute Guys 
from 5:30 p.m. to7:30 p.m. and the Topcats from 8:00 
p.m until 10:00 p.m. Both drinks and food will be sold 
by local vendors. Proceeds from the concert will ben-
efit the local YMCA and Friends of Rivertown.

The Treasure Chest will be celebrating its actu-
al birthday, Wednesday, September 5, 2012, with free 

Treasure Chest Casino celebrates 18th birthday with free concert
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The annual St. Rosalie procession, celebrating the city’s Sicilian cul-
ture, is one of Kenner’s oldest traditions. In 1855, Italian immigrants settled 
in the Kenner area on the tract of land spanning the now intersection of 
Williams Boulevard and Kenner Avenue to the St. Charles Parish line.

Although this community began to thrive quickly, it was vulnerable 
in its infancy stages. Completely dependent on the growth of produce and 
health of livestock, tragedy struck in 1898 when an epidemic of “charbon,” 
a serious bacterial infection commonly known today as anthrax, infiltrated 
the area. To feed and care for their families the immigrants depended on 
the sale of vegetables and livestock, which were threatened by the disease. 
Desperate for help, the farmers prayed for the intercession of St. Rosalie, 
the patron saint of Sicily, and asked her to stop this devastating epidemic 
that was quickly killing their crops and livestock. After the farmers prayed to 
the patron saint of Palermo, the skies opened and a long rain fell, stopping 
spread of the disease. The grateful farmers, who believed it was a miracle 
that she had answered their prayers, were in awe of St. Rosalie’s grace and 
promised an annual procession through the streets of their community in 

Archbishop Aymond to lead 114-year-old Kenner tradition
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Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond, center, from the Archdiocese of New Orleans who will 
lead the St. Rosalie procession this year, is shown leading last year’s three mile journey.

On August 10, 2012, Kenner Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni announced the city’s application for an 
additional $21 million through the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
loan program has been tentatively approved. 
This financing for the city’s wastewater infra-
structure improvements will be in the form of a 
low-interest loan at a fixed rate of 0.95 percent 
with a twenty year pay back term.

In October of 2009, Kenner was the recipient 
of an initial $22 million loan with the same terms. 
The additional $21 million will bring the total loan 
from the (LDEQ) Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund (CWSRF) loan program to $43 million. Yenni 
says these loans will result in significant overall 
savings and will allow the city to complete more 

Kenner receives 
another low interest 
loan for wastewater 
improvements
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With the recent resignation of Kenner Deputy 
Chief Administrative Officer Prat Reddy, Kenner May-
or Michael S. Yenni, on August 10, 2012, announced 
several changes to the leadership infrastructure of his 
administration. “As the city of Kenner moves forward, 
we are leveraging the collective expertise of our dedi-
cated senior staff to better serve the citizens of Kenner. 
I am very pleased to announce these updates to my 
leadership team.”

Three administrative staffing changes were 
made by Mayor Yenni.

Jose Gonzalez, who has served as the city’s Pub-
lic Works Director since 2010, will increase his current 

job duties. In addition to the projects he already over-
sees, Gonzalez will assume oversight of the sewerage 
operations and the state Department of Environmen-
tal Quality correspondence for the city of Kenner. This 
supervision was previously managed by the former 
deputy chief administrative officer Prat Reddy. “Jose 
Gonzalez is well equipped to take on this increase in 
responsibility,” said Yenni.

Gonzalez worked in the private sector for the 
consulting firm of Pepper and Associates for approxi-
mately 10 years gaining experience in design and con-
struction management in several disciplines of civil 
engineering. In 1981, he began his career in Jefferson 

Parish starting as a professional engineer in the roads 
and bridges department, moving on to director of en-
gineering for roads and bridges, executive assistant to 
the parish president and director of Public Works. As 
director of Public Works for Jefferson Parish, Gonzalez 
was responsible for approximately 1,200 employees, 
an operating budget of $140 million, a capital budget 
of $45 million and the management of seven depart-
ments including streets, water, sewerage, drainage, 
capital projects, engineering and parkways. In 2009, 
he was promoted to chief administrative officer (now 
the parish chief operating officer) and served in this 

Mayor Yenni announces changes in city’s senior leadership
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Director of Aviation Iftikhar Ahmad at the Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport says 
the facility located in the center of Kenner is prepar-
ing to take a giant leap forward in terms of passenger 
volume, food service, rental car facilities and general 
appearance.

“I feel that we have a chance of nearing 10 mil-
lion passengers by 2015,” says Ahmad. “When we do, 

Airport leaders 
optimistic about the  
future with $356 million 
new construction
By Allan Katz 
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City officials say they face an enormous task in 
gathering $1.4 million or more in bond money, grants 
and private donations to renovate and refurbish the 
historic old Kenner High School but they think that 
there may be enough money to begin work within the 
next couple of years.

Kenner High School 
refurbishing expected 
in future Rivertown 
development plan
By Allan Katz 
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On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.

Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Hubble vision
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and  
in-depth planetarium show!  Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of 
outer space by detailing the discoveries made by the Hubble Space Telescope.   
See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.   
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

The ultimate Wave Tahiti
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 45 minutes

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The Ultimate Wave follows 
a quest to find the perfect wave-riding experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among 
the islands of French Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing 
action in a unique Pacific paradise.

Laser ipop
Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of 
color and light. Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena 
Gomez, Lady GaGa, Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

0712_PlanetariumAd.indd   1 6/24/12   9:40 AM

0912_Movies int the Park Ad_outline.indd   1 8/24/12   9:30 PM

Free parking and admission
Visit www.kenner.la.us or call 504-468-7231 for more details

Fresh fruits, vegetables &  
dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!
kenner’s Heritage park in rivertown!

1st & 3rd Saturday each month • 8AM-NOON

0912_KS_Farmers Market.indd   1 8/24/12   9:26 PM

Attention All Teachers and Administrative Personnel!!

On Tuesday, September 18, 2012,  
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
the City of Kenner will host

EDUCATOR’S NIGHT
IN KENNER’S RIVERTOWN

KENNER’S PLANETARIUM &
MEGADOME CINEMA

2020 Fourth Street, Kenner, LA

Join us for a FREE evening  
of information and fun!!

Teachers will have an opportunity to obtain Field Trip  
Information, to visit  our newly renovated Science Center,  

to see exciting exhibits sponsored by WWL and WYES, to tour  
the Space Station, and to preview new programming in the  

Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema.

Food and refreshments will be served.
For more information and reservations:

(504) 468-7231 or hransom@kenner.la.us

Sponsored by: The City of Kenner and The Friends of Rivertown

0912_KennerFP.indd   1 8/24/12   9:31 PM
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Now, healthcare with even more peace of mind.
Top ranked care is available right here in Kenner. Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner is proud to be recognized as 
being one of the region’s best and is ranked within the top 5 hospitals in Louisiana by U.S. News & World Report.

Ochsner Kenner offers a full-range of services to meet all your family’s needs — close to home, and accessing this 
exceptional care is as easy as connecting to a physician on Ochsner Kenner’s medical staff.

For an appointment, call 504-464-8000.  

To learn more, visit ochsner.org/kenner.

Right Here in Kenner

K-CH968_Kenner Star September AD.indd   1 8/23/12   9:19 AM
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Chick-fil-A protest was a tasty appetizer before election
By Jeff Crouere

It was just about 
50 years ago that a 
former Kenner mayor 
called the airport “a 
cancer.” And it was just 

about 10 years ago that a former police chief suggested 
that the airport be burned down.

But we don’t hear that kind of rhetoric anymore. 
With Kenner struggling economically, airport jobs, air-
port contracts and the prospect of the airport serving 
as an economic catalyst is a good thing for the city.

A large serving of the credit for this transforma-
tion goes to the current director of aviation at the 
airport, Iftikhar Ahmad, who has proven to be a pretty 
savvy guy. Where previous airport directors and Avia-
tion Boards tried to operate in secret and often seemed 
contemptuous of Kenner officials and citizens, Ahmad 
has been a study in transparency. He even puts his ex-
pense accounts on the Internet. If you want to know 
who he took to lunch last month and how much he 
spent doing so, it’s right there in black and white.

An equally large measure of credit goes to for-
mer Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz and current Mayor Mi-

chael S. Yenni. Muniz saw that Kenner was headed 
for fiscal problems that would threaten the city’s 
viability and knew the city would benefit from being 
pro-growth and pro-airport. So Muniz went to bat for 
the airport and the goal of bringing more visitors to 
South Louisiana. He said that so long as the airport 
was respectful of Kenner’s rights of approval regard-
ing airport projects and as long as airport officials 
returned calls from their Kenner counterparts and 
business leaders, there was plenty of reason to get 
along and work together. In fact, the city gets about 
$5.5 million, approximately 10 percent of its annual 
operating budget, in tax revenue from the airport.

Yenni, a Muniz protégé, has taken exactly the 
same view. When Ahmad says he wants to push the air-
port’s passenger volume over 10 million by 2015, Yenni 
smiles. More passengers means more tax dollars for 
Kenner with the side benefit of possibly more visitors 
in Kenner hotels and motels.

Because he is a very smart guy, Ahmad also 
has reached out to the Kenner City Council mem-
bers and to the Kenner business community. Ahmad 
serves on the New Orleans Tourist Commission 
Board and he is 100 percent on board with their 
hopes to attract 13 million visitors to metro New Or-

leans by 2015. That would mean an increase of five 
million tourists over 2011 and the creation of thou-
sands of new jobs in the metro economy, including 
a fair share for Kenner which can certainly use new 
jobs, new payrolls and new tax revenues.

“We are partners,” says Ahmad. “We are all in this 
together. It makes sense for us to work together. For 
our part, those of us who work at the airport need to 
be open and transparent all the time. We need to lay all 
our cards on the table so our partners in Kenner and 
Jefferson Parish are inclined to lay all their cards on 
the table. We all have a chance to profit from the up-
coming Super Bowl game that will bring tens of thou-
sands of visitors to metro New Orleans. Many of them 
will come through the airport and will stay in Kenner 
hotels and motels, eat many of their meals in Kenner 
restaurants and shop in Kenner stores. But we also 
need to look beyond this Super Bowl to future growth. 
Wouldn’t we all like it if every week in our economy was 
like a Super Bowl week?”

Ahmad’s dream of the moment is to get ap-
proval from New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu to 
build a new airport terminal – a glowing, beautiful 
thing that will – like the Mercedes-Benz Superdome 

– become an iconic symbol of everything that is good 

in South Louisiana. But, Ahmad knows that the pro-
posed new terminal – that will probably be ready for 
presentation to Landrieu in about a year – has its 
best chance of being approved if it also has the back-
ing of Jefferson Parish President John Young, Mayor 
Yenni, the Kenner City Council, the Jefferson Parish 
Council and the leadership of the Kenner and Jef-
ferson business communities.

“Just picture it – Landrieu, Young and Yenni 
standing shoulder to shoulder holding a color render-
ing of the new Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport terminal building – to be built with the 
support of New Orleans, Jefferson Parish and Kenner,” 
says Ahmad. “Wouldn’t that be unprecedented?”

Well wishes to a long-time columnist
We say goodbye this month to attorney James 

L. Melchers who has decided to retire. Melchers has 
been a Kenner Star columnist for over 17 years writing 
about various aspects of the law. We thank him for his 
input and wish him well. We welcome aboard lawyer 
Steven A. Watts as our new legal columnist.     

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

The airport looks mighty good to Kenner
By Allan Katz

from The Editor

Political

Millions of Ameri-
cans registered their 
support for both free 
speech and traditional 
marriage by flooding 

over 1,600 Chick-fil-A restaurants across the country 
on Wednesday August 1. Former Arkansas Governor 
Mike Huckabee’s idea for an “Appreciation Day” for 
the beleaguered chain was an overwhelming success. 
He said the massive turnout was “beyond anything I 
could have imagined” as it was a record breaking sales 
day for the company.

The whole controversy began when Dan Cathy, 
president and COO of Chick-fil-A, told the Baptist 
Press that he was “guilty as charged” in his support 
for traditional marriage. Cathy said the company 
is “very much supportive of the family – the biblical 
definition of the family unit.”

After making his innocuous comments, Chick-
fil-A was criticized by liberal politicians in Boston, 
Chicago and San Francisco among other cities. There 
were threats to prevent the chain from expanding and 
denunciations of the company as “anti-gay.” Of course 
supporting marriage as a union of one man and one 
woman is not “anti-gay,” but that did not stop Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel from claiming that the chain 
did not represent “Chicago values.”

Considering that Cathy operates his business on 
biblical principles and Chicago is one of the most vio-
lent cities in the country, most Americans would side 
with Cathy in a values showdown. Emanuel’s outrage 
was especially odd considering that he has welcomed 
to his city the anti-American, anti-white, anti-gay and 
anti-Semitic leader of the Nation of Islam Louis Far-
rakhan. Emanuel hopes to work with the controversial 
Muslim organization to fight the out-of-control crime 
problem in his city, but he refuses to welcome a com-
pany infused with Christian teaching. It seems that the 

city’s values are in serious need of adjustment.
Hollywood stars joined the fray and added vitriol-

ic comments to the marriage discussion. The overrated 
and obnoxious Roseanne Barr even wished “cancer” on 
Chick-fil-A customers. The hatred from liberals helped 
spur Americans of many backgrounds to show their 
appreciation for Chick-fil-A by flooding restaurants 
across the country.

These Americans represent a majority of Amer-
icans who are tired of being silent and are ready to 
take action. What began with the Tea Parties in 2009 
and continued with the overwhelming GOP victories 
in 2010 and was on display August 1 will continue 
with my prediction of the defeat of Barack Obama 
and the Democrats in November.

The silent majority has been awakened. While a 
majority of voters were deluded in 2008 into supporting 
the candidate of “hope and change,” his glow quickly 
faded as people realized the scope of his policies.

Today, Americans who believe in traditional 
values such as marriage being the bedrock of the 
family unit are getting mobilized and are ready to 
vote this November. The results will be bad news for 
both liberals and establishment Republicans who 
are partners in the mess in Washington D.C. For 
evidence, look at the amazing victory of conserva-
tive candidate Ted Cruz in the recent U.S. Senate 
GOP primary in Texas. He defeated a candidate sup-
ported by almost the entire Republican legislative 
delegation as well as Texas Governor Rick Perry.

For years, political powerbrokers have been 
forcing Americans to accept their politically cor-
rect agenda, which includes gay marriage. Despite 
constant bias and unfair treatment from the main-
stream media, Americans in support of conservative 
values such as traditional marriage, individual re-
sponsibility, limited government and constitutional 
principles are fighting back.

The liberals have pushed the envelope too far. 

When Cathy announced his support for traditional 
marriage he was speaking for a majority of Americans. 
In all 31 states that have placed gay marriage on the 
ballot, the measure has lost. The vast majority of these 
voters are not anti-gay or supporters of discrimination 
against homosexuals, yet they believe the definition of 
marriage that has worked for time immemorial is espe-
cially appropriate in a society where long-established 
values are under assault from every direction.

After the “Appreciation Day,” a smattering of gay 
rights activists held a “kiss-in” at Chick-fil-A restau-
rants to protest Cathy’s stance. The participants were 
very few in number when compared to the millions 
who packed the restaurants to show their apprecia-
tion. Despite the small turnout, the media highlighted 
the gay activists and elevated the significance of their 
protests. This was in direct contrast to how the media 
downplayed the outpouring of supporters who partici-
pated in the “Appreciation Day.”

Fortunately, more and more Americans are be-
coming wise to the media’s agenda and are discounting 
their unfair reporting.

The threats and biased treatment are no longer 
working. In my opinion traditional values voters are 
tired of the political correctness and will continue to 
mobilize through Election Day because they know the 
stakes have never been higher for this country.    

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political 
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s web-
site at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere 
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government 

The city of Kenner and the Friends of River-
town organization are sponsoring an educator’s 
night in Kenner’s Rivertown. Teachers, adminis-
trative personnel and group tour coordinators are 
invited to attend on Tuesday, September 18, 2012. 
Food and refreshments will be served.

The free event will be held from 5:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. at Kenner’s Planetarium and MegaDome 
Cinema located at 2020 Fourth Street. Participants 
will have an opportunity to obtain field trip infor-
mation, visit the newly renovated Science Center, 
see exhibits sponsored by WWL and WYES, tour the 
Space Station and preview new programming in 

the Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema.
“Kenner’s Rivertown has been redesigned 

to again become one of the most popular field 
trip destinations in the metropolitan New Or-
leans area. Astronomy, science and space travel 
are brought to life for students. Educator’s night 
will provide all the information needed to plan 
a successful field trip experience,” said Heidi 
Ransom, planetarium coordinator for the city’s 
Parks and Recreation Department.

For more information and reservations call 
468-7231 or email hransom@kenner.la.us.   

Free educator’s night to be held in 
redesigned Rivertown

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER 
LAPLACE   ·   LULING/BOUTTE  ·  METAIRIE  ·  THIBODAUX

$55,000 Gridiron Cash Giveaway not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new card member. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of  
OTB Casino representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government 

issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

NEW MEMBERS CAN WIN UP TO  
$250 INSTANTLY!

SIGN UP FOR A TWIN SPIRES CARD TODAY AND YOU 
COULD SCRATCH & WIN!

3 WINNERS PER DAY!

YOU COULD WIN CASH 
INSTANTLY!

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
SEPTEMBER 7 – DECEMBER 1 

12PM - 2AM

When a federal 
and state cooperative 
effort placed $90 mil-
lion in play for Loui-

siana parishes and cit-
ies, we responded aggressively for the benefit of 
Kenner. As a result of the strong, smart planning 
by Director of Public Works Jose Gonzalez and 
his team, the city of Kenner won a significant 
share of federal funds to upgrade Kenner roads.

The city of Kenner was granted almost $27 
million for the repairs. The money will be used 
for resurfacing, pavement patching, repairing 
curbs, striping and installing ADA-compliant 
accessible ramps for the disabled. These roads 

sustained damages as a result of heavy hauling 
in the aftermath of two hurricanes. Of the 23 
streets projects selected in Jefferson Parish for 
repair and attention, 21 are in our city.

Timely decisions and constant communica-
tion led to our success in securing these funds. 
The streets being improved will receive more 
than new asphalt. They will benefit from better 
street conditions, curbing, striping and mark-
ings. Also, more intersections will become ADA 
compliant. $6.7 million in improvements will be-
gin in February with work at the intersection of 
Vintage Drive and Loyola Drive first, and then on 
parts of Vintage and Loyola Drives. Another $6 

million will be spent in August of 2013 with work 
improving parts of Sal Lentini Drive, Chateau 
Boulevard and Joe Yenni Drive. In November of 
next year, $5.8 million of work will begin on parts 
of Williams, West Metairie and Roosevelt streets. 
And the final work will begin in March 2014 
when $6.3 million of aid goes into Loyola, 31st, 
West Esplanade and the intersection of Loyola 
Drive and West Esplanade.

When you hire good people, good things 
happen. Jose Gonzalez and the team he works 
with were prepared for this task through the 
state and Federal Highway Administration and 
state/DOTD assigned consultants. As a result, 
Kenner will benefit from their quick work. No 

doubt, we will have some traffic challenges dur-
ing construction, but our team is already devel-
oping the plan to ensure that each commuter’s 
experience is hassle-free. This is one of several 
reasons why the construction work is being stag-
gered. We are thankful to the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development, the New Or-
leans Regional Planning Commission and Jef-
ferson Parish for partnering with us on these 
important improvements.   

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or 
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Our team brings home $27 million in street repairs
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

her honor. That year, in 1898, the first St. Rosalie pro-
cession took place and the residents of Kenner have 
continued to honor her throughout the three-mile 
procession of faith and prayer, in which participants 
carry a St. Rosalie statue and symbolic relics.

This year, the participants of this procession 

will be led, once again, by Archbishop of New Orleans 
Gregory Aymond and Father Richard Miles of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church, as well as members 
of the St. Rosalie Committee. The general public is 
invited to participate.

The celebration, which will be held on Sunday, 
September 9, 2012, has historically begun at 3:00 p.m. 
but due to extreme heat, has been moved later to en-
sure the safety of the participants.

“I am very happy that this time honored tradition 
still continues through the streets of South Kenner,” 
said Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni.

Following Sunday Mass at 11:00 a.m. at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Church, located at 531 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner, the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas Court Madonna will begin serving an Italian 
dinner which will include cookies and Italian bread.

The celebration Mass at 5:00 p.m. will be fol-

lowed by the procession at 6:00 p.m. which begins at 
OLPH Church, goes down Short Street to Williams 
Boulevard, crosses the railroad tracks, turns left onto 
Kenner Avenue, turns left onto Hanson Place, turns 
left onto Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, turns left 
onto Minor Street and returns back to OLPH Church 
for an 8:00 benediction.

For more information call the OLPH rectory 
at 464-0361.   

Procession
 from page 1

that will be a record. I think we have the potential 
to keep growing once we break the 10 million mark. 

What makes me especially happy about this is that we 
have the full cooperation and encouragement of our 
partners from Kenner – public officials and citizens. 
We think that Kenner will benefit greatly economically 
from the expansion of the airport’s facilities and the 

increase in passenger volume.”
Among the projects currently underway are im-

provements to both the interior and exterior of the 
airport terminal building. The improvements include 
new entry points to enter and leave the terminal. Also 
coming is replacement of baggage claim flooring. The 
new flooring is expected to be more attractive than the 
old. Also coming is an effort to open the front of the 
terminal to more natural light. Airline ticket counters 
will be relocated forward and TSA security screening 
equipment will be placed behind the counters so pas-
sengers will no longer have to lug their bags to the TSA 
for screening. This work is expected to be completed 
by fall 2012.

Another major project now underway is CONRAC 
– a Consolidated Rental Car Facility – that will bring to-
gether all rental car operations in a single convenient 
location that will eliminate the need for shuttle buses. 
It will build a parking garage structure and customer 
service center to the west of the current rental car ter-
minal. The project also includes a new service center 
location for each of the car rental agencies where they 
can wash and service their vehicles prior to moving 
them to the garage for rental. This work is expected to 
be completed by the end of 2012.

Also underway are improvements to the news 
and gifts locations with an eye to offering more attrac-
tive displays for Super Bowl guests who will be coming 
for the 2013 game. The Hudson Group is investing $4.7 
million of their money for improvements to their facili-
ties. New storefronts will include, for the first time ever 
at the airport, a Perlis’ Store and a Saints Store.

Ahmad is most pleased, however, with plans by 
the Delaware North concessions group to invest $5.1 
million to upgrade all the food and beverage outlets 
prior to the Super Bowl. New additions to the list of 
outlets will be a Dooky Chase’s, a Copeland’s, a Cheese-
cake Scoop, a Wow Wingery, a Zatarain’s, the Ye Olde 
College Inn and Abita Beer. But, the airport will still be 
lacking a McDonald’s, perhaps the only airport of its 
size not to have a McDonald’s outlet.

“I think the new food and beverage outlets will 
definitely give the airport a more New Orleans flavor 
in every sense of the word,” said Ahmad. “I think that 
Super Bowl visitors will love the cuisine and beverages 
offered by local entrepreneurs like Dooky Chase, Ye 
Olde College Inn, Wow Wingery, Zatarain’s and Abita 
Beer.”.   

Airport
 from page 1
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The city of Kenner plays a major eco-
nomic role in the Southeast Louisiana re-
gion. Whether its serving as a regional eco-
nomic partner through its commercial and 
industrial activities in Crestview Industrial 

Park, its economic activity associated with the Louis Armstrong Interna-
tional Airport, as a key residential attractor and supplier for the Greater 
New Orleans Region or as a main throughway for several major vehicular 
and rail corridors, Kenner is a vital link in the Southeast Louisiana region. 
As such, it is crucial for Kenner to be prepared for a post-disaster recovery 
and rebuilding effort, as demonstrated by the previous spate of hurricanes 
that have impacted the region.

To address Kenner’s objective to develop and redevelop in a re-
silient way, the city sought and received a Comprehensive Resiliency 
grant from the state Office of Community Development’s Disaster Re-
covery Unit. The main focus of the grant is to help the city become resil-
ient by enhancing its ability to anticipate, withstand and recover from 
disasters. In addition, a key goal of the resiliency program is to help 
Kenner put into place a long-range comprehensive vision and manage-
ment program to guide future development and redevelopment.

The city is now partnering with the University of New Orleans’ 
(UNO) Division of Planning to undertake this two-year project to 
expand Kenner’s development management regulatory system in 
two important ways. First, expand the city’s existing land use policy 
framework into a more comprehensive plan that addresses a range 
of important elements that will guide future land development. Sec-
ondly, to revise the city’s existing zoning and subdivision regulations 
– which have only been updated on an ad hoc basis – so that they 
are consistent with the new comprehensive plan and provide clear 
procedures for managing new development. This will be a two-phase 
process which is described below.
Phase I: Developing the Pattern for Progress Comprehensive Plan

The city’s existing Pattern for Progress land use plan was substan-
tially completed prior to Hurricane Katrina and only revised on a limit-
ed basis post-Katrina. It includes a vision statement, goals and policies 
and a future land use map. The Kenner Council adopted the Pattern for 
Progress Land Use Plan in 2008. Recent storms have alerted Kenner of-
ficials to the need to have a more comprehensive focused approach to 
planning future development and redevelopment that focuses on creat-
ing land use policies that discourage development or redevelopment 
in hazard prone areas. The city is interested in a land policy frame-
work that addresses several fundamental development components. 
Included in this project is development of four main elements to the 
comprehensive plan – economic development, public and community 
facilities, housing and implementation.

The city’s goal is to develop a comprehensive plan that provides ev-
eryday development policies to guide growth and redevelopment as well 

as serve as a public policy tool to assist city officials and residents in post-
disaster recovery in the event one should take place. The comprehensive 
plan will give public officials at all levels of government, private develop-
ers, land owners and residents a clear picture of where and how land uses 
will be allowed and/or encouraged in the city of Kenner.

Integral to this process is citizen input. UNO recently conducted 
a series of citizen workshops in each council district to give citizens 
an opportunity to provide input and guidance on the above elements. 
This input will form the core of the information UNO will use to de-
velop the goals and policies for these elements.

Once drafts of the above elements are complete UNO will hold 
several citywide meetings to present the draft plan and allow citizens 
to comment on these proposed policies and maps. Following the pub-
lic meetings, the revised Pattern for Progress Comprehensive Plan 
will be submitted to the Planning Commission for review, and then 
proceed forward to the City Council for adoption. This due process 
approach will give citizens an additional opportunity to comment on 
the plan.
Phase II: Revising Kenner’s Development Management Program

The second component of this project includes revising the city’s 
zoning and subdivision regulations – so that they are consistent with 
the Pattern for Progress comprehensive plan. The regulations will 
reflect and promote resiliency within the development management 
process. Zoning is a “police power” tool granted by the state to lo-
cal governments in which the community is divided into districts or 
zones within which permitted and special uses are established and 
regulated by development standards which may include lot size, build-
ing bulk and placement, off-street parking, landscape and buffering, 
signage and others. To date, no action has been taken to address the 
existing regulatory framework post-hurricanes Ike and Gustav. While 
the comprehensive plan provides the public with a blueprint of how 
Kenner aims to develop land, without a complimentary set of conven-
tional zoning and subdivision ordinances the city cannot be assured 
that new development will follow the proposed land use policies. 
While land use planning is critical, it is equally important to apply 
strong development management tools to ensure that the goals, objec-
tives and policies of the comprehensive plan are implemented.

UNO’s Division of Planning is currently working with adminis-
trative and elected city officials to revise the zoning and subdivision 
regulations to address the various needs of the city as outlined in the 
comprehensive plan. This process will include public meetings to seek 
citizen input on the zoning and subdivision regulations and to allow 
citizens to review the proposed changes to these regulations. UNO ex-
pects to finish this part of the project in September of 2013.    

Jay Hebert is the city of Kenner’s Director of Planning. Hebert can 
be reached at 468-7280 or via email at planning@kenner.la.us.

City of Kenner “Comprehensive” Resiliency Project
By Jay Hebert – Kenner Director of Planning

Government 

The city of Kenner’s Hispanic Resource Center and The New Orleans 
Children’s Health Project (NOCHP) are partnering together to offer free 
medical services to newborns through 18 years of age through a partner-
ship with The Children’s Health Fund and Tulane University. The program 
focuses on uninsured and under insured children.

Medical services include routine well child pediatric care, acute sick 
child care, immunizations, case management, care coordination, patient 
education, school and sport physicals, health education, dental screening 
and mental health screening.

Asthma and allergy services include general allergy testing, food 
allergy testing, immune system evaluation, allergy control, allergy edu-

cation, asthma screening, asthma control, asthma education and lung 
function testing.

NOCHP was established in response to the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina and its mission is to address the physical, emotional and social well 
being of children and their families through their medical home model. The 
medical director of the New Orleans Children’s Health Project is Dr. John 
Carlson, MD, PhD, pediatrician and allergy and immunology specialist.

The Kenner Hispanic Resource Center is located at 4312 Florida 
Avenue. Free transportation may be provided for appointments. For an ap-
pointment call 988-0545. The Spanish line phone number is 858-0155.    

Free medical services for children now available in Kenner

Jefferson Community Action Programs (JeffCAP) and the Low-
Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) have funds available for 
energy assistance to qualified applicants.

Jefferson Parish citizens, including Kenner residents, are en-
couraged to apply by calling the community center in their area for 
an appointment. Funds are available until September 30, 2012 or un-
til funds have been depleted.

Kenner residents can call 736-6480 or walk in to schedule an 
appointment at the Dorothy Watson Community Center located at 
1300 Myrtle Street in Metairie. The community center’s office hours 
are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The center 
supervisor is Cappri Lebeaux.    

Funds available for energy assistance program

Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee
Lay Away Plans

We Do All Types of RepAiRs
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Hamilton, Gucci, 
Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, Wall Clocks and more…

Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs,  
Ring Sizing, small and large, Diamond Mounting, 

Engraving of Rings and Bracelets,  
Welding of Glasses and more…

HQ WatcH& JeWelry repairHQ WatcH& JeWelry repair
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker

los latinos plaza suite
3521 florida Ave., suite 1B, Kenner, lA 70065

305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch

0812_HQ Watch & Jewelry.indd   1 7/27/12   8:04 PM

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811

0912_Watts.indd   1 8/24/12   10:08 PM

Making the right investment choices today may 
help you reach your dreams for tomorrow.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Invest in your 
dreams.

Ask me about State Farm Mutual Funds®.

1101418.2

Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges and 
expenses. Contact State Farm VP Management Corp (1-800-447-4930) for a 

prospectus or summary prospectus containing this and other information. Read 
it carefully. AP2012/05/0538. Securities and insurance products are not FDIC 

insured, are not guaranteed by State Farm Bank® and are subject to investment risk, 
including possible loss of principal. 

Marie Clesi CPCU, Agent
Registered Representative
Bus: 504-469-1421

Summer Music Lessons
State Certified Instructor

Band Instruments
Piano • Guitar • Bass

468-8255
3901 Williams Blvd. Suite 9, Kenner

Email: mscor1@att.net

0612 Music CoOp.indd   1 8/26/12   8:14 PM



SEPTEMBER 2012     KENNER STR8

Insurance

A college education is a gift that 
most parents would love to give their 
children. But with higher education be-
coming pricier each year, it’s important 
to use time to your advantage by start-

ing to save early.
College education expenses grew an average of 5.6 percent a year be-

yond general inflation from the 2010-2011 academic year to the 2011-2012 
academic year, according to the College Board. If costs continue to rise at 
that pace, the College Board estimates that today’s high school students 
could expect to pay close to $100,000 to attend a public, in-state university 
for four years and more than twice that for a private institution.

Many families don’t believe they can save enough to pay the continu-
ally rising college costs, especially given other important short and long-
term goals in their financial plan.

Start saving now
The sooner you begin saving for your child’s education, the better. A 

head start will give your investment more time to grow, as well as more 
time to ride the market’s ups and downs.

Many students do receive financial aid. For the 2011-2012 aca-
demic year, more than $178 billion in financial aid was awarded to 
undergraduate students, according to the College Board. Still, most 
colleges expect parents and students to contribute their share. In ad-
dition, typical financial aid packages also rely on loans.

Thankfully, the federal and state governments have made saving for 
college easier with tax-favored education funding options. But how do you 
decide which vehicle is right for you?

Options for college funding
To determine how to best save for your child’s college education, 

you may want to start by comparing the following popular investment 
alternatives.

529 plans
Section 529 plans are higher education saving and pre-paid tuition 

plans established under Section 529(b) of the Internal Revenue Code as 
qualified tuition programs. There are two types, the 529 college savings 
plan and the 529 prepaid tuition plan.

The 529 college savings plan is an investment program that allows 
you or other family members and friends to invest in an account desig-
nated for qualified higher education expenses. Contributions may be used 
at any eligible U.S. higher-education institution, as well as some abroad.

With a 529 prepaid tuition plan, you essentially buy all or part of a 
public in-state education at present-day prices. The program will then pay 
for future college tuition at any of your state’s eligible colleges or universi-
ties (or a payment to private and out-of-state institutions). Most 529 pre-
paid tuition plans have residency requirements and are sponsored by state 
governments, which then guarantee the investments.

Coverdell Education Savings Account
The Coverdell Education Savings Account (ESA) is a trust or cus-

todial account that provides you with a tax-advantaged method to save 
up to $2,000 per year for your child’s education. Included is elementary 
and secondary education as well as post-secondary education, such as 
college, graduate school or vocational school.

An ESA may be established for the benefit of any child under age 
18, with contributions beginning any time after birth and continuing un-
til the eighteenth birthday. Contributions will only be accepted after the 
eighteenth birthday if your child is a special needs beneficiary as defined 
by federal tax law.

Custodial account (UGMA/UTMA)
You can establish an account for your child under the Uniform Gift 

to Minors Act (UGMA) or the Uniform Transfer to Minors Act (UTMA), 
depending on which law applies in your state. The UGMA/UTMA account 
allows you to make gifts to your child without setting up a trust. The contri-
butions made to an account of this type are considered irrevocable gifts to 
the minor in whose name the account is registered.    

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered 
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s, 
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is 
located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be con-
tacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s web-
site at www.marieclesi.net.

Funding your child’s college education 
By Marie Clesi

Real Estate
The psychology of color on your home
By Linda R. Martin

Agents frequently suggest that 
homeowners paint before placing their 
homes on the market. Don’t be offended!

Agents understand “color psychology” 
which focuses on color’s effect on human 
behavior and emotion. Since people’s reac-
tion to color is immediate, color has a tre-

mendous influence on the choices they make every day.
“Color choices are very personal and when selling your home it’s 

critical to appeal to the greatest number of potential buyers,” said Allegra 
Dioguardi, president of Styled and Sold Home Staging in New York. “With 
so many people beginning their search for a home on the Internet today, 
your home and listing photos must stand out from your competition. Color 
is one very simple way to do this.”

Added Eric Brown, one of the authors of House Selling for Dummies, 
“Painting your house’s exterior before you put it on the market will give 
the biggest bang for your fix-up buck, as long as you are using colors that 
conform to the neighborhood’s decorating norm.”

Colors affect human beings in many ways and by using the principles 
of color psychology, you can make your home stand out from the competi-
tion, sell more quickly and at a higher price. In short, the stimulus and ef-
fect of colors normally cross cultures. Blues will feel cool, reds and oranges 
feel warm. Deeper shades of color imply intimacy and serenity.

Your home’s exterior color is the first thing most potential home-
buyers see when they drive up or inspect the property on the Web. The 
correct color may be the most powerful and cost-effective design tool 
at your disposal.

What is “correct” these days? Brown’s research shows that homes 
painted in pale yellows with cream or beige accents have sold fastest dur-
ing the past few years.

In general, lighter colors are favored for exterior as they make 
the property seem larger. Conversely, painting your sideboards with a 
darker color will make the house seem smaller, though dark colors can 
draw more attention to home’s details.

For those painting an older home, you may want to consider histori-
cal accuracy, as this could be a big selling point as well.

When choosing interior colors for the home consider the purpose 
of each room. Kitchen and dining areas painted in “food colors” such 
as coffee browns, celery greens and scrambled egg yellows will make 
the rooms feel more natural.

Hallways are a great place to bring in the exterior colors for over-
all harmony.

According to Jeanette Fisher’s book Joy to the Home: Secrets of 
Interior Design Psychology, since deeper shades of color imply inti-
macy and serenity, she recommends painting master bedrooms a me-
dium shade of green or blue for warm selling seasons and rouge red 
for cooler weather. Other bedrooms can be painted in creamy tones of 
green, blue or a pale shell pink.

For your bedroom and bathroom cool colors can form a relaxing 
atmosphere with paint. Consider shades of blue, green or even lavender.

Of course, common sense should help you with any color choices. 
You need to match other things in your home and keep a comfortable 
environment as well.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached 
at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local indepen-
dently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

cupcakes for all visitors, while supplies last. The cupcakes, provided by 
Gigi’s Cupcakes, will be handed out starting at 11:00 a.m.

Continuing with the birthday festivities is the “18th Birthday Bal-
loon Pop” on Saturday, September 15, 2012. Players will be selected to pop 
a birthday balloon and win up to $2,000 in slot dollars. The “18th Birthday 
Punch and Win” will be held every Friday in September. Players will be 

selected to punch the birthday cake board and win up to $18,000 in slot 
dollars. Guests can visit any kiosk at the casino to receive a free entry for 
the drawings plus earn entries throughout the month based on play.

Concluding the celebration will be the “18th Birthday Grand Finale 
Drawings” on Saturday, September 29, 2012. Selected players will win 
cash with one lucky winner taking home the grand prize of $18,000 cash.

Treasure Chest Casino is located on the north end of Williams Boule-
vard on Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner’s Laketown.   

Treasure Chest
 from page 1
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Police

Thursday, October 11, 2012
6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Limited tickets available
Available online at www.chateaugcc.com

or at main office

Second Annual

Copeland’s, Chateau Café, Laketown Harbor, Messina’s, Austin’s,  

Mr. Ed’s, Casa Garcia, Ruth’s Chris, Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Zea

ALL PROCEEDS TO STEVE GLEASON FOUNDATION

 

Event

100 different wines
Cuisines from 20 top restaurants

Thursday, October 11, 2012
6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Kenner Wine and Food

100 different wines
Cuisines from 20 top restaurants
100 different wines
Cuisines from 20 top restaurants

0912_Chateau_CC.indd   1 8/26/12   8:02 PM

Family Dentistry  
Sedation Dentistry  

Cleanings  
Whitening 

Crowns & Bridges 
Dentures & Partials  

Resin Fillings  
Root Canals  
Extractions  

 

3645 Williams Boulevard Suite 103 
Kenner, Louisiana 70065 

504-443-5882  
 

Hours of Operation 
Monday through Saturday  

9AM- 5PM  
 

Rebecca Blum, D.D.S. 
Jessica Tingstrom, D.D.S. 

Manmeet Bala, D.D.S.  
 

We’re accepting new patients!  
Call for your appointment today! 

Rebecca Blum, D.D.S.
Jessica Tingstrom, D.D.S.

Manmeet Bala, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry

Cleanings
Whitening

Crowns & Bridges
Dentures & Partials

Resin Fillings
Root Canals
Extractions

We’re accepting new patients! 
Call for your appointment today!

3645 Williams Boulevard Suite 103
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

504-443-5882
info@noladentalstudio.com

Hours of Operation
Monday through Saturday

9AM-5PM

0812_NOLA Dental.indd   1 7/27/12   8:42 PM

On Sunday, 
October 14, 2012, 
come out and help 
the Kenner Police 
Department and 

other local law enforcement agencies give 
crime a going away party. Everyone is invited 
to the thirteenth annual National Night Out 
Against Crime kick-off party, taking place at 
Laketown in Kenner from 2:00 p.m. until 6 p.m. 
There will be exciting entertainment including 
children’s activities (laser tag, giant human 
hamster balls, a gaga pit, inflatable amuse-
ments, face painting), various crime fighting/
law enforcement displays, demonstrations by 
law enforcement professionals (Coast Guard 
helicopter, K-9, and SWAT), a red beans and 
rice cook-off, live music by Karma and great 
food – all free! And although the Saints will 
not be playing that Sunday during their sched-
uled bye week, several television monitors will 
be available for fans to enjoy other scheduled 
NFL games that day. The kick-off party is a 
prelude to the 29th annual National Night Out 
Against Crime which will be observed locally 
on the evening of Tuesday, October 16, 2012.

Representatives in every area of law en-
forcement will be at the kick-off party to talk 
with you. This is an excellent opportunity for 
people considering a career in law enforce-
ment to have their questions answered by 
experts in the field and to find out what their 
jobs are all about. It’s also a great time for citi-

zens and officials to interact and discuss im-
portant issues in our community. Through this 
event, you can learn about the many programs 
that are available to you, including the KPD 
Women’s Self Defense Program, the Kenner 
Citizens’ Police Academy and the KPD Com-
munity Police Corps. Programs like these em-
power you to take a stand against crime and to 
help others do the same.

You can help us celebrate the 29th annual 
National Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday, 
October 16 in a variety of ways, such as hav-
ing a block party, a cookout, flashlight walks or 
by sitting on your front porch with your lights 
on – a symbol that has become a tradition 
over the years. Your participation will have 
a positive impact on your neighborhood and 
will help increase crime prevention aware-
ness throughout the streets of Kenner. The 
National Night Out Against Crime is a great 
first step in starting your own neighborhood 
watch group. It’s an event that started in 1984 
with 2.5 million people in 23 states and has 
now grown to include over 37 million people 
in over 15,000 communities from all 50 states, 
U.S. Territories, Canadian cities and military 
bases worldwide.

If you are interested in learning more 
about the kick-off party, registering your 
block party for National Night Out Against 
Crime or starting a neighborhood watch 
group in Kenner, contact the KPD Commu-
nity Relations Division at 712-2294 or email  

nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. For more in-
formation on the National Night Out Against 
Crime, please visit www.nationalnightout.
org/nno/about.html.    

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be 
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit 
the Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com.

National Night Out Against Crime festivities set for October 14 and 16
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
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Community
P.J. Hahn, Kenner resident plays part in saving Louisiana coastline
By Joy Hirdes

His photographs 
are surely worth a 
thousand words, and 
now, P.J. Hahn’s wild-
life photography may 
be worth much more 
to coastal restoration 
in Louisiana – particu-
larly two tiny islands in 
southern Plaquemines 

Parish near Barataria Bay called Cat Bay.
Earlier this year, Duck’s Unlimited, the world 

leader in wetlands and waterfowl conservation, sifted 
through over a thousand of Hahn’s wildlife photos, 
choosing a handful of prints of what Hahn calls his 
birds of Cat Island.

Duck’s Unlimited then commissioned local artist 
Michael Hunt to create a painting from their selec-
tion of photos – a collage of Hahn’s pelicans, Roseate 
Spoonbills and rare red egret – to commemorate the 
organization’s 75th anniversary and to fund a world-
wide awareness campaign about the disappearing 
Louisiana coastline.

The unveiling of the exclusive limited edition 
took place in July at Duck’s Unlimited’s state conven-
tion in New Orleans.

“I had my daughters with me at the Hilton Ball-
room for the unveiling,” Hahn said. “We were so excited.”

The very first print went for $700, Hahn said.
And so the story goes, for this military brat, with a 

passion for outdoor photography, who came to Kenner 
in 1985 from San Antonio.

For the past 25 years, Hahn has not sat still. He 
has worked in law enforcement, was very close to the 
late sheriff Harry Lee, and had a short-lived life as a 
politico, losing in a runoff for Kenner Police Chief in 
2006 to Steve Caraway.

At 56, Hahn has served as the director of coastal 
zone management in Plaquemines Parish since 2007.

“I’ve always enjoyed taking pictures,” he said. “I 
have highly-technical camera gear and I spend a lot 
of time out in the wild. I’ve had a lot of photographs 
published in national and international publications.”

The Cat Island Project special lithograph is the 
first of its kind to be endorsed by Duck’s Unlimited, a 
major detour from their usual style, Hahn said.

“This is not the Labrador Retriever, duck related 
or hunting related print we are used to seeing from 
them,” Hahn said.

In fact, the birds Hahn photographed and Hunt 
painted for the commissioned print are not game birds 
at all. Instead, you see pelicans and Roseate Spoonbills 
and the rare red egret, which is very close to Hahn’s 
heart.

It was during the oil gush of 2010 when Hahn res-
cued an unrecognizable bird drenched in oil from Cat 
Island. After the bird was cleaned, it was discovered to 
be a rare red egret.

“I received a call from Wildlife and Fisheries and 
they were elated to see this bird,” Hahn said. ”It hadn’t 
been around for a long time.”

Once rehabilitated, this rare red egret was re-re-
leased to Louisiana’s Rockefeller Wildlife Management 
Refuge in Caplan, Hahn said.

And this year, Hahn photographed the bird on the 
same island.

Robert Garrity, Jr., a local lawyer serving as state 
chairman for Duck’s Unlimited, said Cat Island is a cru-
cial part of Louisiana’s barrier islands.

“If we don’t stop coastal erosion at Cat Island, the 
next stop is Myrtle Grove,” Garrity said. “If we don’t 
stop it in Myrtle Grove, we will have to stop it in Gretna.

 Duck’s Unlimited has a 75 year old reputation 
for being a first rate organization,” Garrity said of the 

continent-wide organization with 17,000 local mem-
bers and over 600,000 members worldwide. “Yes, we’re 
a bunch of crazy duck hunters but we put our money 
where our mouth is. We’re not wasting money, we’re 
not pilfering money. We believe in what we do. We are 
the publicity machine behind this project to put a face 
to this pathetic situation.”

Garrity explained that in the last 20 years, DU’s 
scientist and biologists have learned that if momma 
duck isn’t fat and happy 
while she’s down in Loui-
siana, she won’t do well as 
she heads back north. 

Garrity hopes to in-
crease awareness of coastal 
erosion to those members 
in places such as Missouri, 
Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska. 

“They have to do their part 
to save the coast or they will 
have a direct impact,” Gar-
rity said.

As coastal zone man-
ager, Hahn has covered 
everything from Hurricanes 
Gustav and Ike, tropical 
depressions, largest oil spill 
in Mississippi River history 
from a barge tanker to the largest oil spill ever in the 
Macondo pipe well blast.

Hahn recites with precision the agony of the 
2010 BP Horizon oil explosion and spill, which killed 
11 people.

“Ninety-two percent of Macondo Oil came 
into Louisiana,” Hahn said. “Two-thirds came into 
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana’s nesting ground for 
pelicans and rare birds.”

In 1998, the Cat Islands were 40 acres strong. To-
day, they are less than one, Hahn said.

For now, Hahn is watching the coast disappear, 
capturing the agonizing transformations through his 
camera lens every few months.

“When the oil came in it covered the ground, killed 
mangrove trees, birds in nests, tiny grasses on the 
ground,” Hahn said. “The root system died. And it’s the 
root system that holds the land together. Once the root 

system is gone, the land just 
dissolves, like a cube of sugar 
in a hot cup of coffee.”

Hahn says once these 
islands are gone, they can 
never be brought back and 
understanding that the state 
and federal government had 
no plan to restore these is-
lands, he developed a Power 
Point presentation docu-
menting the importance of 
restoring these island habi-
tats. After seeing his presen-
tation, the Plaquemines Par-
ish council allotted $360,000 
for the restoration of Cat Is-
land, the state has given $1.2 
million and the Barararia-

Terrebone National Estuary Program through Shell Oil 
has also given $1.5 million to put toward the wetland 
and habitat restoration of the island.

Cat Island limited edition autographed prints are 
available for $95 each through NOLA Fine Art in Har-
vey at 371-8300.

For more information view the Cat Island Project 
at YouTube.com or visit Duck’s Unlimited’s website at 
www.ducks.org.    

12-39-142OneStep_KennerStar.indd   1 8/21/12   9:37 AM
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Community
2nd annual “Kenner Wine and Food Event” 
at Chateau Golf and Country Club

The 2nd annual Kenner Wine and Food Event 
will be held at the Chateau Golf and Country Club 
on October 11, 2012, offering 100 different wines 
and cuisine from over 20 top restaurants. The 
event is open to the public and will be held from 
6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

”This year we have teamed up with the Glea-
son Initiative to raise 
awareness towards 
amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis or ALS for 
people suffering from 
muscular disease,” 
said Michelle Swan-
ner Yenni, general 
manager of Chateau 
Golf and Country Club. 

“Our goal is to have a 
first class wine and 
food experience that 
celebrates our local 
businesses, but also 
brings the community of Kenner and the surround-
ing areas together for a good cause. This promises 
to be an exciting experience for all.”

Yenni said that last year’s success is an indica-
tion of this year’s unlimited growth and potential. 
Among the restaurants to be featured at the event 
are Copeland’s, Chateau Café, Laketown Harbor, 
Messina’s, Austin’s, Mr. Ed’s, Casa Garcia, Ruth’s 
Chris, Zea, Mr. John’s Steakhouse and many more. 

Swanner Yenni said, “The event will be held 
poolside as the band Groovy 7 is scheduled to take 

the stage or in this case, the ‘balcony,’ for what will 
be another memorable performance.”

Among the wines to be served include Jordan, 
Silver Oak, Franciscan, Simi, Belle Gloss, Sonoma 
Cutrer Russian River, Perrier Jouet and Piper 
Heidseick provided courtesy of Republic National 
Distributing Company, Purveyor of Fine Wines Lim-

ited, Select Wines and 
other local distributers.

All proceeds from 
the event go to the 
Steve Gleason Founda-
tion. Chateau’s man-
agement team is now 
lining up sponsors who 
will receive advertise-
ment and recognition 
among other benefits 
for their support.

The event is spon-
sored by Chateau Golf 
and Country Club, Con-

tractor’s Discounted Appliance Sales, Guffey Insur-
ance, Magnolia Foundation, Kenner Mayor Mike 
Yenni, Metro Rediscount and RNDC.

Tickets are $65 and available online at www.
chateaugcc.com or at Chateau Country Club’s 
main office. Members of the Club will receive a $10 
discount per ticket.

Michelle Swanner Yenni can be reached at 
467-1351.

Chateau Golf and Country Club is located at 
3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.   

Healing Hands for Arthritis

Rates and services may vary by location. ©2012 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

MASSAGE ENVY SPA PRESENTS

MassageEnvy.com  · Franchises Available · Convenient Hours 

On September 19,  
      $10 from every massage and facial 
   will be donated to the Arthritis Foundation.

Giving never felt so good. 
	 						Schedule	your	appointment	today.

10% of all Murad® skincare product sales on 
September 19 will be donated to the Arthritis Foundation.

(504) 496-9000

Open 7 Days: M-F 8-10, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-6

KENNER
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite B

E2843

corner of Chateau Blvd.
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HOME OF THE SAME-DAY APPOINTMENT: “Weʼll See You...TODAY!”

Family Dentistry at Family-Friendly Fees

 Emergencies	  &	  Walk-‐Ins	  Welcome	  
 We	  are	  In-‐Network	  with	  Most	  Dental	  Insurance	  Plans

 Saturday	  Appointments	  Available	  
 Oral	  &	  I.V.	  SedaEon	  Available	  to	  Reduce	  Anxiety

 Specialists	  on	  Staff:	  Pediatric	  DenEst,	  PeriodonEst,	  EndodonEst
	  	  	  	  	   In-‐House	  Denture	  Lab:	  Repairs	  &	  Relines	  While	  You	  Wait

 Interest-‐Free	  Financing	  

Metairie
Lakeside Shopping Center, 2nd Floor

(504) 88-SMILE

Steven Cummings, D.D.S. Jared Nass, D.D.S.

“Preferred Dental Office 
of the 

New Orleans Saints”

Joseph R. Lacoste, Jr., D.D.S.  ●  Gregory Greenwood, D.M.D.  ●  Nicole Staman, D.M.D., Pediatric Dentist   ●  Jeffrey Snitzer, D.M.D., Periodontist  ●  Ryan Matherne, D.D.S., Endodontist

For	  a	  complete	  list	  of	  services	  &	  doctors	  
visit	  us	  at

www.ladentalcenter.com
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Health
GI specialist praised leadership at Ochsner-Kenner
By Allan Katz

One of the region’s leading gastroenterolo-
gists says the leadership at the Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner deserves lots of credit for their 
commitment to making the hospital “a center of 
excellence” that provides patients the latest and 

best available medical technology.
Dr. Danny Raines, a gastroenterologist member 

of the LSU School of Medicine faculty and a member 
of the staff at Ochsner-Kenner, pointed to a recent 
U.S. News and World Report on U.S. hospitals that 
cited Ochsner-Kenner for bringing together a “high 
performing” array of technological advances.

“It speaks well for the administration and it 
should give confidence to the residents of Ken-
ner and the River Parishes that Ochsner-Kenner 
is emerging as one of the best equipped centers of 
excellence in the field of gastroenterology,” said Dr. 
Raines. “Thanks to the willingness of the Ochsner-
Kenner leadership to make their hospital a leading 
center of excellence, we have seen emerge a collabo-
ration between LSU and the hospital in Kenner that 

is really exciting from a medical standpoint when you 
talk about outstanding patient care.”

Dr. Raines said that in addition to having the 
latest equipment to facilitate colonoscopy and upper 
GI endoscopy, Ochsner-Kenner has also become a 
leader in the technology that enables physicians to 
diagnose illnesses related to small bowel endoscopy 
and endoscopic ultrasound.

“Few centers in our region are equipped to 
offer all of this at one location,” said Dr. Raines. 

“When you look at the array of technological ad-
vances being brought together at Ochsner-Kenner, 
it’s easy to see why this hospital’s patients come 
from throughout the entire region, including New 
Orleans, the West Bank and the North Shore.”

He said that because of the commitment to 

excellence by the hospital’s leadership, Ochsner-
Kenner has made gastroenterology a specialty with 
a staff of expert surgeons, internists and radiologists.

“Every day,” said Dr. Raines, “I see the Och-
sner-Kenner staff doing outstanding work helping 
patients with ulcers, colon polyps, colon cancer 
and tumors of the small intestines. This extends 
to treating all cancers of the GI tract and neuro-
endocrine tumors. What we are seeing emerge is 
not just a suburban hospital but a major center of 
excellence that is one of the best facilities in the 
entire region. I’m very proud to be associated with 
such a fine hospital and I think every one of my 
colleagues on the LSU School of Medicine faculty 
would agree with that statement.”    

Dr. Danny Raines

The complexity of the shoulder joint
By Craig Goodwin

Shoulder injuries 
that cause a limitation 
in motion along with 
pain are common. The 
shoulder must be mo-

bile enough for the wide range actions of the arms 
and hands, but also stable enough to allow for actions 
such as lifting, pushing and pulling. The muscles and 
joints of the shoulder allow it to move through a re-
markable range of motion, making it one of the most 
mobile joints in the human body. The complexity of 
the shoulder comes not only from the ability of its 

movements, but also from the prevalence of injury 
that occurs. Because the shoulder can be unstable, it 
is the site of many common problems.

In 2006, approximately 7.5 million people went 
to the doctor’s office for a shoulder problem, includ-
ing shoulder and upper arm sprains and strains. More 
than 4.1 million of these visits were for rotator cuff 
problems. The rotator cuff is one of the most impor-
tant components of the shoulder. The rotator cuff 
provides the shoulder joint with its stability during 
movement. It is comprised of a group of muscles and 
tendons that hold the bones of the shoulder joint to-

gether. The rotator cuff muscles provide individuals 
with the ability to lift their arm and reach overhead. 
When the rotator cuff is injured, people sometimes do 
not recover the full shoulder function needed to prop-
erly participate in athletic or daily activities.

Shoulder injuries are frequently caused by 
athletic activities that involve excessive, repetitive, 
overhead motion, such as swimming, tennis, pitching 
and weightlifting. Injuries can also occur during ev-
eryday activities such washing walls, hanging curtains 
and gardening as well. Common injuries that occur 
include rotator cuff tears, impingements of the soft 

tissue in the shoulder, shoulder instabilities that in-
clude separations or dislocations, tendonitis, bursitis, 
arthritis, fractures and frozen shoulder. Some of these 
injuries require some sort of stabilization either in the 
form of immobilization in a sling or surgery to repair 
the damaged tissue that will allow normal function. 
Others require rest, ice and medication. Weakness 
in the muscles that surround the scapular (shoulder 
blade) can also cause injury to the shoulder joint and 
this is especially true in overhead athletes.

 page 14
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Law
Cutting through the clutter
By Steven A. Watts

GI specialist praised leadership at Ochsner-Kenner
By Allan Katz

Most of us wish 
to live the simple life. 
We’d rather be effi-
cient than inefficient, 

organized rather than disorganized, focused on the 
significant rather than majoring in minutia. Occa-
sionally we have an opportunity to make someone 
else’s life a little simpler. Ironically, this opportunity 
can present itself at the time of our death.

When considering your last will and testament, 
why not make it a little easier on your heirs and/or 
spouse by providing for an “independent” executor 
or executrix? Louisiana laws empower you to appoint 
someone you trust to be the person who has author-
ity to act in matters involving your estate. This could 
be a spouse, a child or any trusted third party. With 
one simple court order, that person can be empow-
ered with the legal authority to act in any matter 
involving your estate.

Let’s take a common occurrence in many suc-
cessions. Pop passes away leaving Mom and the 
children to deal with his worldly assets. Mom and 
the children want to sell a piece of real estate. There 
is a buyer ready to purchase, but the succession is 
not ready to be closed. What’s the best way to pro-
ceed? Hopefully, Pop’s will did include a provision 
providing that his estate be administered through an 
independent administration. The executor can apply 
to the district court seeking formal appointment as 
the independent executor. Unless his will provides to 
the contrary, Pop’s executor doesn’t have to provide 
a security bond to the estate. Often, the application 
to appoint an independent executor can be “walked 
through” with the applicant receiving a court order 
on the same day as filing.

Here’s the good news, with this court appoint-
ment, the independent executor can take legal ac-
tion on behalf of the decedent’s estate without the 
need for further specific court approval. In other 
words, this person can sign a purchase agreement or 
even an act of sale on behalf of Pop’s estate. Yes, you 

could actually go to your real estate closing within 
hours after receiving the required one-time court ap-
proval as an independent executor.

What if Pop’s will did not provide for an in-
dependent administration? You really have three 
choices. First, you can apply to the district court 
for specific authority to sell the property. Unfortu-
nately in a standard administration of the estate 
this will typically require about a forty-five day 
delay to accomplish the required advertisements 
and legally mandated delay periods. Second, you 
could place all the legal heirs “into possession” 
of Pop’s estate. This might not be the best alter-
native as there may yet be creditors to deal with 
or other estate assets that have not yet been ac-
counted for. Or, lastly, all of Pop’s heirs can agree 
to the appointment of an independent executor. 
This is a great solution, provided all the heirs are 
on speaking terms with each other. In other words, 
one disgruntled heir can veto this alternative.

So the good news is that you can actually make 
life a little easier for your loved ones after you have 
departed this earth. The Louisiana Code of Civil Pro-
cedure’s provisions on independent administration 
of estates can help. But here’s the catch; you need 
to take action now to include this special provision in 
your will. Your heirs will be thankful you did.

A qualified Louisiana attorney can assist you 
with adding the appropriate provisions in your will 
so as to provide for an independent administra-
tion of your estate.    

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attor-
ney for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200 
S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate 
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business trans-
actions and corporate, franchise and real estate 
law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also 
the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can 
be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.
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With the goings 
on of everyday life, one 

crucial aspect could possibly get neglected. The care 
of the faithful vehicle that gets you to work every day 
and your family where it needs to go is often over-
looked. We take our cars for granted and ignore the 
maintenance they need to keep them running safely 
and smoothly.

Regular oil changes are necessary to help keep 
your car engines clean and running smoothly result-
ing in longer lasting car engines. The two leading 
causes of engine failure are wear and friction on the 
engine.

Because they are more costly and inconvenient, 
tune-ups for vehicles tend to get neglected more. 
A tune-up usually involves getting a new air filter, 
checking all fluids, belts, tire pressure and battery, 
along with taking a look at any other problem areas. 
Any unforeseen problems that could be hidden or go 

unnoticed can be found during tune-ups.
Oil changes are recommended every 3,000 to 

5,000 miles or every six months. Follow your manufac-
turer’s recommendations when scheduling tune-ups.

Get on a regular preventive maintenance sched-
ule to keep up with services needed on your vehicle. 
You will definitely reduce the cost of maintaining 
your vehicle if you take care of maintenance items at 
regularly scheduled intervals.

You depend on your car every day so remember 
to take care of it.    

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s 
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned 
and operated full-service tire and automo-
tive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is  
www.scottystireauto.com.

Oil changes and tune ups keep 
your car in shape, save money
By Scott Zimmerman

Automotive
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LSU out to erase bad taste, Tulane starts over
By Ken Trahan

There are expe-
riences in our lives 
that we never forget. 
There are experienc-

es in our lives that we forget rather easily.
Inevitably, we tend to remember the special 

moments and the traumatic occurrences. It is the 
stuff in between that escapes the memory bank.

LSU banked 13 victories in 2011, creating 
many lasting memories. Arguably, it was the best 
regular season in college football history, consid-
ering the depth and quality of the opponents the 
Tigers defeated.

The Tigers were phenomenal on defense and 
featured an elite kicking game. Then, there was 
the offense.

For the most part, the offense was plodding 
though efficient enough to score enough points 
to win. The running game, while not outstanding, 
was solid enough. The passing game lacked consis-
tency, commitment and depth.

2012 brings a new face at quarterback for the 
first time in four years.

Zach Mettenberger takes over with large ex-
pectations. Throughout the entire offseason, Les 
Miles has praised Mettenberger, even saying that 
LSU will be able to do more with its passing game 
as a result of its new quarterback. Whether that 
was a commentary on the Jordan Jefferson/Jarrett 
Lee era or simply hearty praise for Mettenberger, 
the message seemed clear. LSU will put it up a bit 
more in 2012.

Still, this is a team that has an established 

identity as a running football team and why not? If 
it is not broke, do not attempt to fix it.

The offensive line has experience and qual-
ity. The running back position is very deep, full of 
quality and different types of runners. LSU does 
not feature one back. They come at you in waves.

As for the receivers, youngsters Odell Beck-
ham and Jarvis Landry certainly figure promi-
nently.

Defensively, the Tigers should be superb up 
front. Sam Montgomery has a chance to be special. 
The linebackers lack star power but should be fine. 
Then, there is the secondary.

Eric Reid and Craig Loston provide experi-
ence and superb ability at the safety position. Thar-
old Simon is a good one at one cornerback position. 
The other spot is a concern.

Once again, LSU has had to deal with a sig-
nificant distraction leading up the start of the sea-
son. Last year, it was the Shady’s Bar incident. The 
Tigers and Miles handled that brilliantly and did 
not miss a beat.

This year, it is the loss of Tyrann Mathieu. 
Last year’s Heisman Trophy finalist and All-Amer-
ican is gone for violating university policy, at least 
for the year.

LSU was the preseason number one team in 
the nation before Mathieu went away. After he was 
suspended, the Tigers dropped to number three, 
without playing a game. That is how significant 
Mathieu’s impact is.

After all, the Tigers lost a premier player on 
defense and the nation’s premier player on special 

teams. Clearly, Mathieu is not replaceable.
Clearly, LSU has the talent to contend for an 

SEC title and a national championship once again, 
even without Mathieu. The road just got tougher.

Speaking of special teams, LSU has a fabu-
lous kicking game with Brad Wing and Drew Alle-
man. Wing may be the best punter in college foot-
ball while Alleman is accurate.

The schedule starts rather easily, which 
should provide Mettenberger with the ability to 
have success and gain confidence. The Tigers 
should breeze to 3-0 with home games against 
North Texas, Washington and Idaho.

Then comes the first rigorous test as Miles 
takes his team to Auburn in the SEC opener on 
September 22. A win on the road would surely get 
LSU to 5-0 with a breather against Towson to follow.

Then, the meet of the schedule kicks in as 
the Tigers travel to Florida before hosting South 
Carolina and traveling to new conference member 
Texas A&M. LSU then enjoys a three-game home 
stretch against Alabama, Mississippi State and Ole 
Miss. The Tigers close on the road at Arkansas.

Everyone will point to Alabama. LSU must 
make sure it is not caught looking past Texas A&M.

There is that memory thing.
When last we saw the Tigers, they were hu-

miliated by the Crimson Tide in the national cham-
pionship game. Jokes about crossing midfield were 
rampant. It was not that LSU lost, it was how they 
lost big-time in the style department. There was 
no substance offensively, either. LSU fans are still 
mad and still have nightmares over that night in 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.

The feeling is that LSU will use the frustra-
tion of that experience and the loss of Mathieu as 
a huge motivator in 2012. I believe the Tigers will 
go 11-1. That will put them in the hunt for both the 
SEC and national championship.

At Tulane, Curtis Johnson has brought enthu-
siasm and excitement to what had been a dormant 
atmosphere.

Johnson is personable and truly believes Tu-
lane can become a winning program, even compar-
ing Tulane to Miami, another private school where 
he once coached. Of course, Miami won several na-
tional championships, something Tulane has never 
approached.

Johnson has recruited good players. Those 
players will not have to wait to play. Such is the 
nature of the current Tulane football program. In-
juries and a lack of depth provide opportunity for 
the likes of Darion Monroe and Jordan Batiste.

Offensively, senior Ryan Griffin returns to 
lead the way at quarterback. Griffin has handled 

the transition well. O. Perry Walker’s Devin Powell 
has looked good and could see some playing time.

Running back is a deep position. Orleans 
Darkwa is battling an ankle injury but remains a 
very good player. Local stars Robert Kelley, Dante 
Butler and true freshman Joshua Rounds are all 
talented.

Tulane must improve at wide receiver to open 
things up for the running game. In addition, an in-
experienced offensive line must hold up early. Los-
ing center Zach Morgan to injury certainly did not 
help the cause.

Defensively, there is concern up front.
Michael Pierce, Jr. was declared ineligible, 

hurting the defensive line. The secondary has 
young talent that must step forward. Then, there 
is the matter of Tulane’s best player.

Like LSU, Tulane’s best player resides on de-
fense. Like LSU, Tulane’s best player may be out of 
action in 2012.

At press time, Trent Mackey was not part of 
the team as a result of an off-field incident and 
accusation which he is challenging. That leaves 
Johnson in a challenging position. Mackey was 
the preseason Conference USA Defensive Player 
of the Year.

The kicking game appears fine, at least when 
it comes to punting and place kicking. The special 
teams must improve. Simply put, they were a disas-
ter under Bob Toledo. You cannot afford to give up 
great field position with a less than stellar defense.

The challenges are different.
LSU is challenged to remain an elite team, 

a perennial national championship contender. 
Tulane is challenged to remain relevant, a viable 
entertainment entity in a sports-rich New Orleans 
community.

I see Tulane winning four games but they 
should not be judged by this year’s record. Rome 
was not built in a day. Johnson needs time, as in 
a couple of additional recruiting classes, to attain 
the kind of talent necessary to compete and win in 
Conference USA.

If LSU wins big, if Tulane wins big, the memo-
ries of traumatic losses and seasons will dissipate, 
if not disappear.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and 
general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trah-
an is the also the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum 
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.

Most shoulder injuries will cause a loss in 
strength and limitation in motion while healing. Be-
ing able to maintain normal shoulder motion and 
strength around the shoulder joint is important dur-
ing the rest and rehabilitation process. Even following 
a recent rotator cuff repair the patient must be able 
to restore passive range of motion during the healing 
phase of the repaired tissue to avoid any prolonged 
limitation in mobility. As the tissue heals, the patient 
may begin active assistive and active movements and 
strengthening to help regain normal function. Main-
taining shoulder strength and mobility is critical for 
the normal function in our daily activities.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department of 
Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Ken-
ner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted 
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting 
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Goodwin
 from page 12
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Health
Ochsner-Kenner named one 
of U.S. News & World Report’s 
2012-13 Best Hospitals
By Paolo Zambito

Providing top-notch quality care to the community of 
Kenner and the surrounding areas is our priority at Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner. Recent accolades from U.S. News & 
World Report and the Leapfrog Group show that we are doing 
just that and we are proud to offer this level of care to Kenner 
residents, right in their own back yard.

According to U.S. News & World Report’s 2012-13 Best 
Hospitals rankings, Ochsner-Kenner was ranked number 2 out 
of 41 hospitals in the New Orleans metro area, second only to 
Ochsner Medical Center on Jefferson Highway, and number 
four out of 237 hospitals in the state. In addition, U.S. News 
recognized Ochsner-Kenner as “high performing” in gastroen-
terology, which means a standard of performance nearly as de-
manding as that of the national rankings was met in this field.

The U.S. News rankings are highly recognized and re-
spected by patients and leaders across the healthcare industry. 
The rankings are based on a comprehensive evaluation of hard 
data, such as patient survival rates, patient safety data, nurse 
staffing, patient services and available technology, in addition 
to a reputational score based on surveyed physicians. Och-
sner’s combined high level of care, integration of services and 
geographic presence allow us to offer our community some of 
the best healthcare in the country.

Additionally, the patient safety panel of the Leapfrog 
Group, an organization who annually issues the “Hospital 
Safety Score,” recently awarded Ochsner-Kenner with an “A” 

– their highest rating for hospital safety. This ranking is based 
on a scoring system developed by physician experts from Har-

vard, Stanford, Johns Hopkins, UC-Davis and Vanderbilt. To 
determine hospitals’ safety scores, 26 measures – including 
15 process or structural measures and 11 outcome-based mea-
sures – were utilized by the panel who reviewed 2,651 facilities 
across the country.

It is an honor for our hospital to receive such a high rat-
ing for safety because of the great work done by our physicians 
and hospital staff on a daily basis. We are proud of this collab-
orative effort from our entire staff which emphasizes our com-
mitment to making quality healthcare available to our patients.

It is our hope that all Kenner residents will take the op-
portunity to see what our growing facility has to offer. Patients 
deserve accessible and quality service and we are dedicated to 
providing this to our neighbors in this community.   

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission is 
to improve the high level of quality patient care to local 
residents and the surrounding communities by focusing 
considerable efforts on increasing Ochsner’s support of 
the community as well as expanding medical services 
in the city. Zambito serves on the boards of the Louisiana 
Emergency Response Network (LERN) Commission Re-
gion 1 and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of Ken-
ner and is a member of the Jefferson Chamber of Com-
merce and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana. 
For more information on the services and physicians at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.
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Lori and Kevin Guffey

We Saved an AllState client over $1400 
and lowered their hurricane deductible by $10,000

We can save you money, too!
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luncheon reservations
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Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
Mini Sandwich cookie
By foodieforone.com
Foodieforone.com’s Mini Sandwich Cookies always 
make a statement. Adults and children devour them 
at parties.

Ingredients
2 cups plus 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour;
1/2 teaspoon baking soda; 1/2 teaspoon salt;
1 1/2 sticks butter, melted;
1 cup packed light or dark brown sugar;
1/2 cup granulated sugar; 1 large egg plus 1 egg yolk;
2 teaspoons vanilla; 1 3/4 cups mini semisweet chocolate morsels

Directions
Spray baking sheet with non stick cooking spray or spread thinly with butter to prevent sticking. In 
a bowl, combine flour, baking soda and salt. Combine melted and cooled butter with the sugars. 
Use mixer on low speed to blend. Next, add the egg, the egg yolk and the vanilla and mix just 
until combined. Now slowly add the flour mix and mix just until combined. Lastly, stir in the mini 
chocolate chip morsels.

The cookies are made mini style, using a dough wad about the diameter of a nickel (#100 disher 
utensil scoop is perfect size). Roll into a ball, 16 on a cookie sheet and bake at 325 degrees for 12 
minutes flat. Cookies will be uniform in size and bake to perfection. Allow cookies to cool.

Buttercream frosting for the cream filling
Blend 2 sticks of softened butter and 3 cups of powdered sugar until creamy. Then add 2 
tablespoons of heavy cream and 1 teaspoon of vanilla and mix until creamy again. Now smear an 
ample amount of buttercream frosting between two cookies. Press gently to close. Don’t be shy 
with the buttercream frosting. Enjoy!

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and 
Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed 
recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com. 
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Easy fall projects to improve 
your home
By Dan Dormady

Fall is a great 
time for do-it-yourself 
projects that will pre-

pare your home for cooler weather. However, it is also 
time for football, and we all spend time following our 
favorite teams throughout the fall. So, keep it simple 
and perform those projects that will provide the big-
gest return for the time you invest.

Weather proofing. It is said that the average 
home has enough tiny holes and cracks that if all 
placed together they would be the size of a basket-
ball. This is because exterior siding materials shrink 
with age and exposure to the elements, so checking 
around window sills and door frames for old, cracked 
caulking can save on heating bills in the cold months. 
And it is better to “tighten up” the home when the 
days are mild than to squeeze a caulking gun during 
a Saints game in football season.

Weather-stripping. Most weather-stripping 
material is self-adhesive foam strips that fill the 
small spaces between the door and the door frame. 
After a few years door weather stripping gets brit-
tle and tends to break off. In addition, a wood door 
exposed to the elements may shrink, exposing a 
gap larger than the present door seal can handle. 
During the day you can also check the garage door 
by shutting off the light and checking for any day-
light around the door frames. If necessary get a 
qualified garage door technician to make adjust-
ments to better seal the garage door.

Electrical outlets on the exterior walls and ceil-
ings can be pathways for cold air. You can get foam 
wall outlet insulators that fit perfectly over the out-
lets. Check the ceiling fixtures for enlarged holes that 
can allow cold air to come down from the attic.

Attic insulation. Insulation is measured in R-
values. This is the measurement of the resistance 

of a material to letting heat pass through it. Older 
homes may only have as much insulation in the at-
tic that there is in the walls, which is around R-13 
to R-15. As heat rises and tries to get out through 
the ceiling, this minimum R-value will let heat es-
cape. New homes are required to have R-30, usual-
ly either in fiberglass batts or blown-in insulation. 
Since these materials have about an R-3 rating per 
inch of material, this would require ten to twelve 
inches. If this is not the level of insulation in your 
attic you can easily top it off in a few hours on a 
Saturday or Sunday before game time.

Exterior painting. September and October are 
great months for exterior painting. The air is cooler 
and refreshing unlike the hot summer days. Besides, 
summer is for relaxing and in the fall there are plenty 
of sunny days to get small to medium-sized jobs com-
pleted. In addition, paint supply outlets usually have 
sales in the fall on their exterior brands.

Furnace and chimney cleaning. Although not 
a do-it-yourself job, wood-burning and gas burning 
appliances should be cleaned. This includes the 
chimneys and furnaces. A certified professional will 
check for any problems that might lead to a fire or 
malfunction during cold weather. Cleaning the heat-
ing furnace will also improve the efficiency, which 
will lower your February utility bill.    

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional 
engineer and licensed home inspector and the presi-
dent of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally 
owned consulting engineering firm specializing 
in residential and commercial building inspection 
services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. 
Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criterium-
dormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ 
website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

DeFrancesch named legislator of year
The Alliance for 

Good Government group 
announced its selected 
legislators of the year at 
their annual “Sapphire 
Jubilee Legislator of the 
Year” gala at the National 
World War II Museum 
on August 18, 2012. The 
group also celebrated 45 
years of supporting can-
didate and issues in the 
metro New Orleans area.

Kenner District 4 
Councilwoman Maria De-
Francesch was selected by 
the group as legislator of 
the year for Jefferson Parish.

In her acceptance speech DeFrancesch said, “I 
served as a member of the Alliance for Good Govern-
ment long before I sought public office. I remember 
being inspired by hearing the hopes and dreams of so 
many candidates. And then I ran for public office, was 
elected and thrust into the real world of government. 
Oh, how I wish that politics in government would not 
diminish the enthusiasm and resolve that emanates 

from a candidates hopes 
and dreams to serve peo-
ple and impact their lives. 
As elected leaders, if we 
are ever going to return to 
that creed to ‘serve people’ 
we must stop giving cre-
dence to selfish political 
maneuvers, infighting and 
greed. If ever there were 
a time for higher morals 
and ethics to supersede 
any political will, personal 
agenda or motivation, the 
time is now. We are strong 
enough, bold enough and 
smart enough to do what 

is right. Our state, our people need honest candor 
and integrity from elected leaders like us. Only when 
we serve with honesty and integrity do we give a voice 
to the people we serve and not our personal agenda 
as well as protect the integrity of government. There 
is a restlessness within the people we serve. And we 
are the source of that restlessness. There is too much 
political bickering and political warfare. We must be 

Government

Alliance for Good Government Board Chairman  
Tim Fandal, Kenner District 4 Councilwoman  

Maria DeFrancesch and Alliance for Good 
Government member Robert “Bob” Marrero  
were on hand when DeFrancesch received  

the group’s legislator of the year award.
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honest beyond reproach. We must be ethical beyond temptation. We 
must rise beyond vindictiveness. Only then we will live up to the expec-
tations of the people who elected us. We can build a better Louisiana. 
We will build a better Louisiana. Thank you for this honor and I will 
continue to work hard to live up to your high standards.”

DeFrancesch was elected to her first political office, the District 
4 seat, in 2006, and was reelected in March 2010. She wiill be term-
limited from running for the District 4 position again.

This organization, the original Alliance for Good Government, was  

 
 
started in 1967. In 45 years, the group has grown to include chapters 
in Jefferson, Orleans, St. Bernard and St. Tammany Parishes. Each  
chapter also presented a civic award to someone in their local com-
munity who has worked hard to make a difference. A civic award was 
presented to Dennis Assaf for Jefferson Parish.

Per the organization’s bylaws, “The purpose of the Alliance for 
Good Government shall be to foster, protect, and promote the welfare 
and interest of all the citizens of the state of Louisiana by bringing to-
gether thinking citizens into an organization which will promote public 
policies which benefit the New Orleans metropolitan area, the state of 
Louisiana and the United States of America.”     
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I am pleased to share some great 
news about air service at Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Air-
port that the New Orleans Aviation 

Board (NOAB) has been waiting for since the impact of Hurricane 
Katrina. Based on numbers the Federal Government published in July 
2012 for the reporting period ending April 2012, we are back to being 
number 40 among U.S. airports. After the storm’s disastrous affect, it 
lost its ranking and dropped to number 56 in the nation. Our airport 
has been steadily increasing its ranking over the years as the city has 
recovered. Based on numbers published in July 2012, which reported 
numbers month ending April 2012, we are back to being number 40 
among U.S. airports. This shows that traffic is coming back and airlines 
are responding to demand and bringing more seats to this region.

In other good news, Armstrong International continues to outper-
form the national average in passenger growth. When measured against 
comparable medium hub airports, MSY is a +3.43 percent compared to 
a  1.23 percent nationwide. Though slight, our airport is outperforming its 
own passenger stats over last year. Looking at our latest numbers from 
June of this year, our year to date airline passenger activity shows we expe-
rienced a 1.7 percent increase with enplanements (passengers boarding 
aircraft) at 2,247,027 and deplanements (passengers exiting aircraft) at 
2,232,177. We are presently served by all of the major airlines with an aver-
age of 121 daily flights to 37 non-stop destinations on nine airlines. South-
west Airlines is our largest carrier with 33 percent of the passenger load 
at MSY. On January 24, low cost carrier Spirit Airlines will begin service to 
Dallas from New Orleans with enticing fares.

I am often asked the question, “How do we get new airlines to come 
to New Orleans?” The answer can be summed up in one word – demand. 
Today, airlines battle a number of obstacles to provide air service that 
range from high fuel costs (average U.S. jet fuel prices are up seven per-
cent to date in 2012) to low passenger load factors. Airlines like any busi-
ness must make a profit to stay in business. There are two markets for air 
travel – business and leisure. When considering a new route or additional 
service on a route, airlines are looking for a passenger base that will yield 
the most profit and the preferred base is the business traveler. They pay 
the higher fare for last minute reservations and prime seating options on 
the aircraft and fly often. This particular passenger is more abundant in a 
city that has many Fortune 500 companies, so the larger cities often get 
the greatest amount of domestic and international service. In the leisure 

market, the passenger is looking for the lowest fares and only flies oc-
casionally or seasonally. To make a profit with this passenger base, load 
factors must be high. The strength of our market is who we are – New 
Orleans. As a desirable convention and leisure market with a growing 
cruise industry, New Orleans continues to see its service levels grow 
with load factors in the 70 to 80 percentile even with some of the lowest 
fares available. When the New Orleans market becomes more of a busi-
ness center with multiple Fortune 500 companies, we may see an even 
greater increase in service than we presently have.

Each year, the airport staff presents business cases to airlines 
by visiting the airline headquarters and at various venues, both 
international and domestic. In the last two years, the airport has 
presented business cases to dozens of airlines in over 40 direct meet-
ings, including a visit to TACA Airline’s headquarters in San Salvador 
and Southwest Airlines in Dallas. The NOAB staff also attends an-
nual networking events such ACI-NA JumpStart, Network USA and 
World Routes. At the Routes conference in Berlin last year, we held 
meetings with British Airways, Virgin Atlantic, Condor, Monarch and 
Copa Airlines as well as many others. Next month, the staff will at-
tend World Routes in Abu Dhabi where more international meetings 
will take place in an effort to promote both the city and airport with 
detailed case studies, including revenue/cost projections specific to 
the carrier’s equipment and potential routing.

As you can see, we have been very aggressive in seeking new air 
service for New Orleans. The NOAB will continue to petition for new 
air service from legacy, low cost and international airlines, while it 
creates an airport environment the community can be proud of. We 
are committed to improving our ranking in the airline industry even 
higher with a sustained increase in passenger growth.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport may be reached at  
director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air 
time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute televi-
sion program, “Airport Alive,” or view it on the airport web-
site, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. You can now follow the airport  
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO Airport. To find out 
how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the air-
port’s website homepage.

Pre-K air service restored at MSY
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport

Community

The Jefferson Parish Public Library System recently changed 
hours for two East Jefferson branches effective August 6, 2012.

The North Kenner Branch hours have been adjusted to 9:00 a.m. 
until 8:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday, from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and on Sundays from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 
p.m. The North Kenner Branch is located at 630 W. Esplanade Avenue 
in Kenner. The phone number is 736-8730.

The hours for the Lakeshore Branch located at 1000 West Es-
planade in Metairie have been extended. The branch will be open 
from 9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday, from 
9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and on Sunday 
will open at 1:00 p.m. and close at 5:00 p.m. The phone number is 
838-4375.  

Jefferson Parish announces new library hours

DeFrancesch
 from previous page
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People

I have always 
been fascinated with 
people out of history 
who knew they were 
going to die, not in the 

distant future, but relatively soon. Many of them lived 
their lives as public targets, like the Kennedys. John 
did not know the bullet was coming, but Bobby did, 
and he ran for president anyway. Teddy feared it as 
well. General Custer and his men were doomed, but 
historians don’t know if he knew it. Apparently all 
they know is that, in the words of the title of the Errol 
Flynn movie, “They Died with Their Boots On.”

The great and beautiful Pakistani leader, Bena-
zir Bhutto, knew she was going to die. Each day of 
her life her assassination crept closer and closer. Her 
father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, had been prime minister 
and was overthrown, imprisoned and hung. Her two 
brothers were assassinated. Two weeks before elec-
tions in January, 2008, in which “BB” might have 
been elected PM for a third time, she was gunned 
down amid explosions during a motorcade. It was 
not known if the cause of death was bombs or bullets 
or both. Before her return from eight years of exile, 
Benazir Bhutto had talked with her children about 
the possibility of her being murdered.

I never met Benazir Bhutto, but I did meet 
three people who defied death every day, and knew 
that death would win sooner rather than later. One of 
those men was Jim Finks.

Jim Finks was named general manager of the 
New Orleans Saints on January 14, 1986. The team 
had never had a winning season in its 19 year history. 

It only took the Saints two years under Finks to win 
12 games, a winning season – finally, and Finks was 
named NFL Executive of the Year. Jim’s only vice, it 
appeared was that he smoked like a chimney.

In 1991, because I respected his opinion, I met 
with Jim to seek his advice on whether I should leave 
my show on WWL Radio, as I felt I was being treated 
rather shabbily by the new owners. He strongly ad-
vised me not to quit, to tough it out and deal with it. 
At the end of that meeting I gave him some advice of 
my own. I told him he needed to quit the cigarettes.

“Never!” he said. He said he knew it was bad for 
him but he could not, or would not, kick it. Neither 
one of us took the other’s advice and it turned out 
badly for both of us. I resigned from WWL and spent 
the next ten years looking for a job that could equal 
it. Jim, for his part, kept smoking and died of lung 
cancer on May 8, 1994, at the age of 66.

Malcolm X, like Martin Luther King, knew he 
was a marked man, but for different reasons. His 
bullet came from his own people, members of the 
Nation of Islam, who decided that Malcolm need-
ed to die for leaving the organization and saying 
bad things about it.

In the mid-60s, I occasionally watched a late 
night television talk show on ABC hosted by Les 
Crane (a Tulane graduate, by the way). I was at-
tracted to the show because of Crane’s use of what 
we call in the biz a “shotgun” microphone. Such a mi-
crophone is basically a long pole with a microphone 
on the end of it so that sound can be picked up from 
longer distances. But, in this case, Les used an actual 
shotgun with a mike inserted in the barrel of the gun, 

I assumed the gun was made out of wood or plastic, 
but it was, I thought, a cute gimmick. One critic who 
didn’t like it said that “each time he points this mike 
into the audience, it looks as though he’s about to 
shoot a spectator.”

In December of 1964, Crane’s guest was Mal-
colm X, who had quit the Nation of Islam earlier in 
the year. Expecting Malcolm to spew his hatred of 

“the white devils” and espouse his usual separat-
ist oratory, I was quite surprised to hear this in-
famous black man softening his rhetoric. He said 
that since he became a Sunni Muslim, (different 
from the black Muslims of the Nation of Islam), 
he had seen that blacks and whites could work 
together for peace. It was shortly after this that 
his former comrades in The Nation started making 
public threats against the life of Malcolm X.

Early in January of 1964, as a news reporter for 
station WTRY in Albany/Troy, New York, I attended 
the opening of the New York state legislature. As 
I wandered around looking for a “scoop” I looked 
up and saw, not ten yards from me in the middle of 
the crowd, Malcolm X. I rushed up to him and pro-
ceeded to ask him about the Les Crane show, and his 
change of heart, and his public statements, and how 
he thought they would affect his safety. I interviewed 
him for about five or ten minutes and then rushed off 
to find a phone to call the radio station and feed the 
tape of my interview with Malcolm X. No other local 
or national news outlet even knew he was there from 
what I could determine. I had a “scoop.”

As soon as I got to a phone booth, I opened 
my tape recorder to rewind the tape and my heart 
sank into my shoes. These were the days before 
cassette recorders and the tape was on two small 
reels that ran over a recording “head.” When I 
opened the machine to rewind, I couldn’t even 
see the reels. They were buried under inches and 
inches of loose audio tape that had snaked around 
the flywheels and never made it to the take-up reel. 
I held my breath and re-spooled the tape onto the 
reels in the hope that maybe the tape flew out af-
ter it had passed over the recording head and not 
before. I played the tape back and heard nothing 
but tape hiss. No interview. No “scoop.” Nothing. 
No proof that Malcolm X was ever there.

In all the confusion and disappointment I 
pretty much forgot what Malcolm had told me in the 
interview. He may have told me he expected to die 

any minute now (which I am sure he did) but I could 
not remember. I was able to give some sort of verbal 
report from the scene on the phone, but I certainly 
did not confess my incompetence on the air.

A few weeks later on February 25, 1965, Mal-
colm was hit with 21 deadly bullets fired by members 
of the Nation of Islam as he started to give a speech in 
New York City. Incidentally, one of the weapons used 
was a shotgun.

In June of this year, a young man named Nik Wal-
lenda walked a tightrope across Niagra Falls from the 
US to Canada, something never done before by all the 
daredevils who performed their stunts at the Falls for 
over a hundred years. Nik was simply carrying on the 
tradition started by his grandfather, Karl Wallenda, 
the head of the Flying Wallendas. Nik was successful, 
but was disappointed that ABC TV made him wear a 
harness tethered to the rope. His grandfather would 
have had none of that. The Wallenda’s most famous 
act was a pyramid of seven family members walking a 
high wire without a net, including the lady at the top, 
sitting – and then standing – in a chair. They did the 
act from 1948 to 1962 when something went terribly 
wrong and three of the members fell to the floor. Two 
died and one was paralyzed for life.

In the early 1970s, I was able to meet the great 
Mr. Karl when he appeared in Hartford, Connecticut 
with his high wire act at the State Armory. (Hartford 
did not allow circuses in tents after the great fire of 
1948 that took 168 lives.) After he performed I asked 
Karl about the high wire that had taken the lives of 
his family members. He basically repeated his fa-
mous line, “Life is being on a wire. Everything else 
is just waiting.”

I then asked him if he ever thought about retir-
ing, especially since he was getting on in years and 
it’s such a dangerous act. No, he said, he would never 
retire. In his thick German accent he told me, “I die 
on the wire.”

And he did. In 1978, while walking a wire at-
tached between two hotels in downtown San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, he lost his balance and fell to his 
death. Karl lived out his own prophesy at the age 
of 73. He, like the others I have mentioned, died 
with his boots on.    

Ed Clancy can be reached via email 
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,  
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

They died with their boots on
By Ed Clancy
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Located at 1601 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, 
Kenner High School opened in 1924 and is one of south 
Louisiana’s most historic buildings. Listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places on February 7, 2008, 
the building received further recognition when it was 
recently designated as one of the nine most endan-
gered historic buildings in New Orleans by the Louisi-
ana Landmarks Society. The call for preservation has 
been answered. Having been closed since 1996 with 
little work having been done to keep the building from 
falling apart, the city sought grant opportunities for the 
development of a structural and feasibility report that 
was recently finished through funding from the Nation-
al Trust for Historic Preservation and the Louisiana Of-
fice of Cultural Development and Historic Preservation.

“I would not want it said that a historic and archi-
tectural treasure was lost on my watch,” says Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni, whose grandfather, uncle and 
mother all attended Kenner High School during the 

years of their youth.
Jay Hebert, Kenner’s Planning Department Di-

rector, and Michael Ince, the city’s grant administrator, 
stated that through multiple avenues of funding and 
advocacy by the city and the many state and local his-
toric preservation organizations, this building can be 
preserved and refurbished for public use again.

“Raising $1.4 million will be a challenge, but this is 
a project that has tremendous potential both historical 
and economical to our citizens and is worth the effort,” 
says Hebert. “Kenner High School is a perfect example 
of a building rooted in the city’s history that may soon 
once again serve the Kenner community.”

Mayor Yenni’s plan is that once the building has 
been renovated, he will relocate several city depart-
ments and transfer some government services includ-
ing the city attorney’s office, the magistrate court 
and the clerk of court’s office. In Mayor Yenni’s vision, 
there will also be space for a meeting room for the city 
council and other government functions. All of this 
is tied into the mayor’s plan to breathe some life into  

Kenner High
 from page 1
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Banking

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Closed Sunday

819 W. Esplanade Ave. Ste E • Kenner, La 70065 • 504-305-5945
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Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461
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Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.
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The financial press is not much fun 
to read these days. More and more econo-
mists are predicting another recession. I 
hope that they are wrong but if not here 
are some ways to help you avoid the worst 

consequences.
Number one, layoff-proof yourself. I happened to hear two hu-

man resource professionals at an industry conference talking. One 
said to the other, “at least the recession will now allow me to layoff the 
whining slackers.” Not a nice sentiment but rather telling. If someone 
has to get laid off, the complainers will go first. The easiest way to 
avoid being laid off is to come to work every day with a good attitude. 
Even if you have to bite your tongue, a good attitude makes the work-
place better for everyone, especially you. Look for chances to make 
things better and do more than is required.

Number two, refinance your mortgage. Even if you did this last year, 
quantitative easing means that you may be able to do it again. If possible 
reduce your term as well. We recently had a borrower go from a 15 year 
loan to a 10 year loan and still reduce payments. The idea is to reduce cost 
and shorten the term so that your mortgage will be paid off quicker. Talk 
about less stress. A house that is paid off is a great thing to strive for.

Number three, avoid the con men. Bad times reveal character and 
the bad folks only get worse. At lunch today I heard about a lady who re-
ceived a letter, supposedly from the estate of Archbishop Hannan, giving 
her $12,000,000 for being a good Catholic. All she had to do was provide 

her financial info to the crooks. Don’t fall for any of this. You didn’t win a 
lottery that you didn’t enter, you don’t have rich unknown relatives and 
no one is going to just send you money for being a good Catholic. After all, 
St. Augustine said, “wealth without work is a great evil.” Run from any of 
these schemes.

Number four, build a cash reserve. We now know, if we didn’t already, 
that life is uncertain. You should work to establish a reserve that totals 
three months of living expenses. This should be off limits for any spending. 
Even if you have to build the reserve over time, start and don’t quit until 
you get it done.

Number five, live below your means. We wouldn’t have a budget cri-
sis if the US government had followed this plan. You can’t print money 
like the feds do, so whatever you earn, spend less. When I was a young 
man, my partner’s mom called us in and said “Boys, always spend less 
than you make. That way when the tough times come, and they will come, 
you won’t have to reduce your standard of living.” She was really right.

Number six, get out of consumer debt. Resolve to not charge any-
thing else on the credit cards if you can’t pay the balance in full at month 
end. Consumer debt is very expensive both in dollars and peace of mind. 
Starting today, don’t let the hole get any deeper and resolve to pay those 
credit cards in full. “What’s in your wallet” is a financial time bomb unless 
you pay the debt off.

Number seven, invest in yourself. You are your biggest asset. Take 
advantage of any available on-the-job training. Use the Internet to access 
free university classes. Check it out as some of the best universities offer 

free online classes. A good mind is no good if your body doesn’t work well. 
Get back in shape, lose that extra weight, exercise and eliminate the bad 
habits like smoking and drinking. You will both feel better and save money.

You can’t prevent a recession. But you can prepare yourself to 
survive.

Finally, the best part, all of this preparation makes your life better 
regardless of the economy.    

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf 
Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is locat-
ed at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can 
be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website 
at www.gulfbank.com.

Another recession
By Guy Williams

Health

A stress fracture can be described 
as an overuse injury to a bone resulting 
from excessive and repetitive stresses. 
The stresses cause an imbalance between 
bone resorption and bone formation. 

Stress fractures are commonly seen in athletes and military recruits. 
Stress fractures can occur in virtually any bone in the body, but are most 
common in the weight-bearing bones of the lower extremity. Certain 
stress fractures are commonly seen with participation in specific sports 
such as the ribs in rowing, the spine and foot in gymnastics, the humerus 
(arm) in throwing sports and the lower extremity in running sports. The 
tibia (leg) and the tarsals and metatarsals (foot) are the most common 
bones in the lower extremity to be affected by stress fractures.

Diagnosis of stress fractures can usually be made by a careful his-
tory and physical examination. Patients with stress fractures typically 
present with onset of pain after an increase in the intensity or duration 
of exercise or other activity. Pain is made worse with activity and made 
better with rest. Physical examination of patients with stress fractures 
commonly shows localized bone tenderness. Some stress fractures show 
swelling in the area of injury. Imaging studies are helpful in the diagnosis 
of stress fractures. Plain radiographs (X-rays) may be normal for two to 
three weeks following onset of symptoms. Changes such as a cortical lu-

cency or fracture line may become visible on subsequent films. Radionu-
clide imaging (bone scan) and MRI scan are useful in diagnosis of stress 
fractures. The cause of stress fractures is multifactorial. Bone vascular 
supply, muscle attachments, type of athletic activity and hormonal im-
balances play a role in the development of stress fractures.

Treatment of stress fractures involves a period of rest and 
avoidance of the precipitating sport or activity. A period of one to six 
weeks of limited activity and limited weight bearing may be required. 
Gradual progression of weight-bearing and return to low impact ac-
tivities (biking, swimming) is then allowed. After low impact activi-
ties can be performed without pain for a prolonged period, then high 
impact activities and return to the sport can gradually be started. For 
proper diagnosis and treatment of stress fractures an evaluation by 
your orthopedic surgeon is necessary.    

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic 
surgeon with over 10 years experience. The Orthopedic Center for 
Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete 
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee 
injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional 
information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Stress fractures: A common condition 
affecting athletes 
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Rivertown, Kenner’s historic district. If all goes according to Yenni’s plan, 
there will be a constant flow of people into and out of the converted high 
school. Yenni envisions the daily flow of people will generate business due 
to the increased traffic flow along the Williams Boulevard/Jefferson High-
way corridor through Rivertown.

Ince says rebuilding the roof of the old high school is going to be a 
tremendous challenge for whoever is assigned the project. “You have to 
consider that this is a roof that hasn’t had any work done on it in more than 
15 years,” he says. ”It has borne the onslaught of a hurricane and literally 
hundreds of south Louisiana rain storms. We won’t know for certain the 

extent of structural damage done until an expert consultant climbs on the 
roof and further examines it. It could be extensive.”

It has been suggested that at some point, if the money raised isn’t 
sufficient to finish the renovation, that Mayor Yenni might consider making 
the completion of the renovation part of a city bond issue that voters would 
be asked to approve.

“It’s a possibility,” says Mayor Yenni. “But I want to give Jay and Mi-
chael a chance to see if we can get the financial assistance of the nation-
wide preservation community. This is a project that has certainly touched 
my heart and, hopefully, it will touch the hearts of thousands of Americans 
who love the idea of bringing back to life a historic building that served Ken-
ner nobly for more than 70 years and is now poised to continue its history of 
service to this community.”

Kenner High
 from previous page
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WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and 
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will 
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate 
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office  4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065 

Latin American News

International 
driver’s licenses – Are 
they valid? The correct 
term is international 

driver’s permit or IDP but it is commonly called an in-

ternational driver’s license. Legitimate IDPs, which 
are issued pursuant to the United Nations Road Traf-
fic Convention of 1949, assist a person with a valid 
driver’s license to drive in foreign countries that have 
also signed the convention. Notably, an IDP is not a 

substitute for a government-issued driver’s license; 
rather it is simply a booklet that translates that 
government-issued driver’s license into a number of 
different languages. Therefore, IDPs merely serve 
as a translation document for a government-issued 
driver’s license and they have no value independent 
of such government-issued licenses.

IDPs do not protect their holders from traffic 
enforcement or from “check points,” and cannot be 
used in place of a suspended or revoked license or 
as identification in lieu of a government-issued docu-
ment. Furthermore this document is for temporary 
use only. It is important to educate yourself about the 
dangers of this costly document and its misuse. If you 
are stopped by a law enforcement officer and present 
an IDL or an IDP as proof of your identity and autho-
rization to drive, you could be arrested. Law enforce-
ment officials are not able to rely on international 
driver’s license cards as true and accurate means of 
identification because they frequently can be bought 
without furnishing any identification as some sellers 
merely ask for a name, date of birth and address.

Community announcements
Sept. 15-Oct. – 15 – “Hispanic Heritage Month” 

initiated by Congress in 1968 to celebrate the diverse 
cultures, traditions and valuable contributions of His-
panic/Latino people in the United States. For activi-
ties information in the metro area call 464-4619.

Sept. 14-16 – Carnaval Latino presented by 
Hispanic American Musicians and Artists Cultural 
Association at the Riverfront New Orleans. For infor-
mation call 528-8560.

Sept. 15 – Unidad Hispanoamericana presents 
a family show and folkloric dances commemorating 
the Independence of Central America, Belize and 
Mexico at The Esplanade mall in Kenner from 3:00 
p.m.-6:00 p.m. For information call 466-1483.

Sept. 15 – Belize Association of Louisiana 
presents Belize 20th anniversary dance at Knights of 
Columbus Hall 6254 Vicksburg St., New Orleans from 
9:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. For tickets call 512-0103.

Sept. 18  – Latin Council general meeting and 

discussion on issues affecting the Hispanic communi-
ties. For information call 296-3976.

Sept. 20-22  – AARP at the Ernest N. Morial 
Convention Center in New Orleans will host the orga-
nization’s annual national event and expo. Life@50+ 
focuses on the 50+ audience with entertainment, 
celebrities, experts and exhibits, bringing some of to-
day’s most renowned faces and companies directly to 
AARP members. The event will kick off on Thursday, 
September 20 with “New Orleans Reimagined” – a 
day of service led by AARP Ambassadors James “JB” 
Brown, Dan Marino and Martina Navratilova. For in-
formation call 225-376-1141. For Spanish information 
call 208-8013.

Sept. 22  – Los Que La Montan Plan-B, pre-
sented by Gala Music and sponsors at the Pon-
tchartrain Center on Williams Boulevard. For tick-
ets call 464-0747.

Sept. 28  – The Pro Bono Project’s presents 
Justice For All Ball 2012 at the Audubon Tea Room, 
black tie optional. For tickets call 581-3480.

Sept. 28  – ASII’s Got Soul is A Shared Initia-
tive, Inc. third annual fundraiser at Howlin’ Wolf at 
907 S. Peters St., New Orleans. For tickets call 733-
1733, extension 79210.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center offers various programs as well as access to 
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday 
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program 
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the 
K-TV 76 logo.

I leave you with this thought. “Share our simi-
larities, celebrate our differences.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. 
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

International driver’s licenses
By Rafael E. Saddy

KPBA meeting features Constant Contact 
local expert Brian Walker

Brian Walker, a 
local expert for Con-
stant Contact will be 
the speaker at the 
Kenner Professional 
Business Associa-
tion’s monthly lun-
cheon meeting on 
Tuesday, September 
18, 2012. Walker’s 
topic will be “Social 

Media Marketing Made Simple.”
Walker’s eclectic experience ranges from be-

ing a Mercedes Master Technician, owner of sever-
al small businesses and holding a variety of leader-
ship positions in several organizations. Walker has 
a degree from Universal Technical Institute. His 
business, 5 Stones Media, has kept him occupied 
in the areas of website design, branding, email 
marketing, social media and sharing his knowl-

edge through teaching workshops and classes to 
other business owners. The world’s leading email 
marketing company, Constant Contact, named 
Walker and 5 Stones Media a recipient of their “All 
Star Award” for displaying effective utilization of 
email marketing. He has been invited to speak for 
a plethora of chambers, business organizations, 
associations and small business development cen-
ters. Constant Contact also named Brian the ‘Lo-
cal Expert” for the state of Louisiana.

The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and 
Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard 
in Kenner. Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and 
lunch starts at noon. Reservations are required to 
attend and can be emailed to reservations@kpba.
biz. The KPBA club is a community-based network-
ing organization for men and women. For more in-
formation about attending the KPBA meetings or 
joining the club visit www.kpba.biz.    

Community

Brian Walker
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Government

During a meeting of city department heads on August 15, 2012 , Kenner Mayor Yenni 
recognized several employees who received outstanding employee for the month of July. 
Lynda Prattini, events administrator in the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department, 
was cited for her work ethics and friendly nature towards co-workers. Prattini has been 
employed by the city of Kenner for 28 years. Susan Ranatza a secretary in Kenner’s Fleet 
Management Department was acknowledged for her superior job performance. Ranatza 
has been employed with the city for four years. Dricella Ranton a permit clerk in the city’s 
department of Code Enforcement was also named as an employee of the month. Ranton 
was recognized as being commended by customers for being very helpful, courteous and 
going above and beyond to help.

Prattini, Ranatza and Ranton  
named city employees of the month
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The Jefferson Parish Economic Development 
Commission (JEDCO), in conjunction with Greater 
New Orleans, Inc. (GNO, Inc.) and the city of Ken-
ner, in August 2012, announced the grand opening 
of Revolution Foods. The national school food and 
nutrition education company decided to open a 
new culinary center on Augusta Street in Kenner, 
bringing over 50 new sustainable jobs to the region.

Revolution Foods specializes in creating 
healthy, affordable meals for students from K-12 
all over the country. The company provides fresh 
breakfasts, lunches, snacks and suppers to over 
120,000 students every day in more than 600 edu-
cation programs nationwide. They have served over 
45 million meals to date. The dishes are home-style 
and made with fresh, nutritious ingredients. Revo-
lution Foods never uses artificial ingredients in 
their meals.

“The decision for Revolution Foods to open in 
Kenner provides a variety of benefits,” says Kenner 
Mayor Mike Yenni. “Not only will this fine company 
enhance the economic development of our city and 
create a number of jobs, but it will facilitate the ob-
jectives and healthy eating and nutrition within the 
surrounding school systems. I am proud that Ken-
ner is going to be home to a company with a vision 
to enhance the well-being and health of children 
and young adults.”

“The city of Kenner is positioning itself for 
unprecedented economic development. Revolu-
tion Foods is just one industry (of many more to 
come) that has showed the confidence to invest 

in our city and be part of our growth,” said Ken-
ner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll. “They 
have a proven track record of investing in com-
munities and I look forward to working with them. 
Besides the employment opportunities, which 
are paramount to parents during these most dif-
ficult economic times, their services will play a 
major role with our most important asset, our 
children. With the high rate of children’s obesity 
and Type 1 diabetes, the opening of this facility is 
a great way to start the new school year.”

JEDCO and GNO, Inc. worked to draw this 
company to the region. The economic development 
organizations served as a resource for Revolution 
Foods by providing assistance related to demo-
graphics, workforce and job recruitment in the re-
gion. JEDCO also supplied assistance with permit-
ting and licensing.

“We are so happy to see Revolution Foods cre-
ate a branch in Kenner,” says JEDCO Executive Di-
rector Lucien Gunter. “Not only will their presence 
in our community be a benefit to the children who 
live here, but their decision to invest in the city of 
Kenner proves that we continue to attract unique, 
cutting-edge businesses to Jefferson Parish.”

“Greater New Orleans, Inc. is delighted to wel-
come Revolution Foods to Kenner,” said Michael 
Hecht, President and CEO of Greater New Orleans, 
Inc. “This economic development win goes hand in 
hand with the significant strides being made in our 
education system.”   

Revolution Foods opens in Kenner, brings 
50 jobs to city

The Esplanade mall recently announced 
that So Chic women’s fashion store opened in 
the mall in August 2012. The 1,154 square-foot 
store will be located on the second floor next 
to Baker’s and Gordon Jewelers and across 
from Foot Locker.

“So Chic is the perfect place for finding 
trendy fashions,” said Arianne Cousin, mall 
director of marketing and business develop-
ment. “We’re so pleased to offer this retailer to 

our customers just in time for back to school 
shopping.”

So Chic has another location at 3000 
Severn Avenue in Metairie and offers shoppers 
an assortment of stylish apparel from cocktail 
dresses to casual blouses. So Chic is a locally 
owned family business purchasing items coast 
to coast, from Los Angeles to New York.

The Esplanade mall is located at 1401 W. 
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.   

So Chic store opening at The Esplanade mall

Community

The fifth annual free “Kids Safety and 
Health Fair” hosted by the East Bank Masonic 
Lodges will be on Saturday, September 15, 
2012, from noon to 3:00 p.m. It will be held in 
Laketown’s park area. The event will offer ex-
hibits plus food, drinks, music, dancing, prizes 
and face painting for the entire family.

The non-profit East Bank Masonic lodges 
are sponsoring this community outreach event 
to help educate parents and children on mat-
ters of health and safety. The event is open to 
the public and all are invited to receive free 
tips and information on how to keep children 
safe, healthy and from being victimized.

The Kenner Police Department will per-
form K-9 demonstrations and the Louisiana 

State Police will hand out free DNA kits, which 
are used to identify children in the case of a 
missing child. The Kenner Fire Department 
will be bringing their hands-on “Fire House” to 
teach children the importance of dropping and 
rolling along with having an actual fire truck 
on display.

A children’s fishing tournament will be 
held on Kenner’s fishing pier with prizes to 
those who catch the biggest fish. Children 
wishing to participate in the fishing tourna-
ment must be registered by their parents be-
fore noon on the day of the event. Participants 
from the Kenner Boxing Club will fight three 
boxing matches during the event.   

Free “Kids Safety Fair” set for Laketown
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Community
Farmer’s market held on first and third 
Saturday each month

On September 1 and 15, Kenner’s Heritage Park in Rivertown hosts a  
farmer’s market from 8:00 a.m. until noon. Locally grown fresh fruits and 

vegetables and items such as homemade jams and jellies will be available  
for purchase. The farmer’s market offers free admission and parking.

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474

This location has never f looded and 
has the highest wind rating of any 
storage in the area (135 mph)
limited number of units available

Get prepared for 
hurricane season
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Automatic Standby
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FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
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projects to address the long standing wastewater 
system issues.

Yenni said, “I express my continued apprecia-
tion for the efforts of state Secretary Peggy Hatch 
as well as state Deputy Secretary Alex Appealing in 
obtaining these special loans for the much needed 
infrastructure improvements. I want to reiterate 
that the city of Kenner recognizes that the CWSRF 
is an appreciated and vital part of our efforts to pro-
vide funding to address the “Sanitary Sewer System 
Overflow Corrective Action Plan.”

Late last year, the city borrowed an additional 
$16 million through the issuance of sewer revenue 
bonds to finance the second group of projects in its 
long-range capital improvement program. It was 
planned in November 2013 to borrow another $16 
million through the issuance of additional sewer 
revenue bonds. The opportunity to borrow $21 mil-
lion through the (CWSRF) Loan Program, in lieu of 
borrowing using bonds with higher interest rates, 
will allow the city to complete more projects.

On August 26, 2009, the city received a “Con-
solidated Compliance Order and Notice of Potential 

Penalty Enforcement” (CONOPP) for noncompli-
ance activities regarding its wastewater system oc-
curring February 1, 2004 through May 31, 2009. The 
city’s failure or refusal to comply with the compli-
ance order could have resulted in the assessment 
of a civil penalty in an amount of not more than 
$50,000 for each day of continued violation or non-
compliance resulting in possible millions of dollars 
of potential fines. In response to the compliance 
order, related to the reported sewer overflows, the 
city was required to prepare a “Sanitary Sewer Sys-
tem Overflow Corrective Action Plan” that was esti-
mated to cost $62,137,196 in capital improvements 
to reduce and prevent future overflows. The purpose 
of the corrective action plan is to mitigate, reduce 
and prevent overflows in the city and comply with 
LPDES discharge permit requirements, related 
Louisiana law, and the Federal Clean Water Act.

The addition of this tentative allocation of 
$21 million will provide the last phase of fund-
ing required for the city’s “Sanitary Sewer System 
Overflow Corrective Action Plan.” Yenni said he is 
confident this funding will contribute significantly 
toward getting the Louisiana Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality to amend the current CONOPP 
regarding noncompliance.  

Loan
 from page 1

capacity until his retirement in 2010.
A longtime Kenner resident, Gonzalez was born 

in Havana, Cuba, and immigrated to the U.S. with his 
family when he was 13 years old. He is a graduate of 
Holy Cross High School in New Orleans and holds a 
bachelors degree in civil engineering from Louisiana 
State University.

Natalie Newton, who has been promoted to dep-
uty chief administrative officer, joined Yenni’s staff in 
November of 2010 as the city’s internal auditor. “Mrs. 
Newton’s ability to quickly grasp and enhance depart-
ment functionality and her outstanding work exposing 
corruption, including the matters surrounding the 
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau, has convinced 
me she could better serve the city of Kenner in a more 
expansive role.” Newton’s primary responsibility will 
be oversight of city departments, with the exception of 
Finance and Public Works. Those departments will be 
managed by Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley. 
Newton will continue her advisory role, as held during 
her tenure as internal auditor, and continue to work on 
reducing risk to the city and its employees and improv-
ing the efficiency of daily operations and government 
processes.

Yenni said, “Newton’s experience from the pri-
vate sector in analytics, risk management, networking 
and compliance will serve her well in her new position. 
Although she started in the insurance industry, most of 
her experience was gained during her six year tenure 
with a Texas homebuilder. Starting as a cost estimator, 
she was quickly promoted to senior estimator, pur-
chasing analyst, and finally information analyst and 
all positions expanded her responsibilities within the 
company.” In addition to auditing internal financials 
and managing cost, Newton was responsible for harmo-
nizing the senior executive staff and all departments to 
work efficiently and effectively to meet building dead-
lines. She served as an advisor to company division 
presidents regarding compliance for building in new 
subdivisions, evaluating start up costs and understand-
ing market analysis to promote new communities. In 
2008, she returned to the insurance industry working 
for an independent adjusting firm. Her duties included 
the development of an automated workbook to in-
crease productivity and working alongside the com-
pany’s president handling vendor relations, marketing 

and other projects as 
assigned.

Newton, who 
grew up in Kenner’s 
Driftwood Park subdi-
vision, is a graduate of 
Mount Carmel Acad-
emy High School and 
received her bachelor’s 
degree in business administration, majoring in mana-
gerial finance, while on a soccer scholarship at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

Mike Quigley has served the city of Kenner since 
2006 starting as deputy chief administrative officer un-
der Mayor Ed Muniz and currently holds the position 
of chief administrative officer for the Yenni admin-
istration. With the promotion of Newton, Yenni said 
Quigley’s focus will be more concentrated on economic 
improvement projects going on throughout the city, 
such as the Rivertown rehabilitation, airport relations, 
Laketown development and other external operations. 
Quigley will intensify his involvement and assist Public 
Works Director Jose Gonzalez with the ongoing sewer 
projects and with Veolia Water.

Yenni said, “I want the public to be assured that 
this administration will not miss a beat regarding the 
sewer improvement projects. Our contracting partners 
are committed to maintaining a seamless operation. 
They have a long-standing, positive working relation-
ship with me, Mr. Quigley and Mr. Gonzalez as well as 
the Louisiana DEQ and Veolia. I appreciate Mr. Reddy’s 
dedicated service to Kenner and I know there are con-
cerns about his departure. You should never place all 
your eggs in one basket and we certainly did not place 
the sewer project with one person. We have always 
worked as a team and will continue to do so.”  

Leadership
 from page 1
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Community
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation’s 23rd 

Annual Beach Sweep presented by Toyota is sched-
uled for Saturday, September 15 from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon throughout the Lake Pontchartrain Basin. For 
the past 23 years, the Lake Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation (LPBF) has locally organized the an-
nual cleanup in the basin as part of the International 
Coastal Cleanup sponsored by Ocean Conservancy.

“This year we expect over 1,500 volunteers. We 
are excited by the wonderful response from com-
panies, school groups, civic groups and individuals 
who want to help out. We encourage individuals to 

participate in our united effort by going out into 
their neighborhood streets to clean street gutters 
and storm drains on Saturday, September 15 in 
the morning,” states JoAnn Burke, LPBF’s Beach 
Sweep Coordinator.

Volunteers will be working in Jefferson, Or-
leans and St. Tammany parishes and in Baton 
Rouge. Cleaning efforts in Jefferson and Orleans 
Parishes will be in neighborhoods and along the 
lakefront. An additional program will have groups 
placing markers on storm drains in some parishes 
to remind the public to dump no waste as it will 

drain to the lake. On the north shore, waterways 
and roadways in Covington, Lacombe, Mandeville, 
Madisonville and Slidell will be included. Follow-
ing the sweep, several picnics will be held to host 
media and registered volunteers.

Debris that is picked up by volunteers will be 
recorded on data cards by zone captains to quan-
tify the amount of trash that is collected. This data 
is gathered by the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foun-
dation and then forwarded to the Ocean Conser-
vancy to be included in their master database of 
marine debris for 2012.

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation is 
dedicated to restoring and preserving the water 
quality, coast and habitats of the entire Lake Pon-
tchartrain Basin. Through coordination of restora-
tion activities, education, advocacy, monitoring of 
the regulatory process and citizen action, LPBF 
works in partnership with all segments of the com-
munity to reclaim the basin for this and future 
generations.

For more information or to participate contact 
LPBF at 836-2215.   

Over 1,500 volunteers expected for annual “Beach Sweep”

Jefferson Dollars for Scholars (JDFS) will be 
hosting a “Starry Night” at the Pontchartrain Center 
on Friday, September 21 to raise money for scholar-
ships and educational programs for Jefferson Parish 
Public School students. The event will honor past 
scholarship recipients and their accomplishments. 
More than 1,000 teachers, parents, and business and 
community members will attend JDFS’ banner fund-
raising event, 19th annual Golden Tassel Gala.

An exclusive patron party will be held for 200 of 
JDFS’ biggest supporters from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the 

Belle Grove Ballroom. The patron party will feature 
food catered by some of the most renowned restau-
rants in the greater New Orleans area. Tickets to the 
patron party are $125 each or $250 for a pair.

The gala will be held from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. 
in Ballrooms A and B at the Pontchartrain Center. 
Guests will be able to enjoy delicious cuisine from 
over 50 restaurants and entertainment by Deacon 
John. Tickets are $75 each or $100 for two.

A silent auction to benefit JDFS programs will 
feature autographed memorabilia from the New Or-

leans Saints players, jewelry, memberships to local 
businesses all over the greater New Orleans area, 
passes to Audubon Nature Institute, the WWII Mu-
seum and other local galleries, one-of-a kind artwork 
made especially for our auction by local artists, hotel 
night stays from local hotels and much more. There 
will be a dance competition, live music and more to 
make this a night to remember.

Tickets and sponsorships are still available. For 
more information, visit www.jeffersondollarsforschol-
ars.org or call 831-1565.

Jefferson Dollars for Scholars, 2010 National 
Dollars for Scholars Chapter of the Year, expands 
access to educational opportunities for Jefferson Par-
ish Public School students through scholarships and 
academic support. Since 1993, Jefferson Dollars for 
Scholars has impacted over 4,320 students, awarding 
over $12.5 million in direct scholarship assistance 
(college and summer enrichment) and helping stu-
dents earn $3.5 million in additional TOPS dollars 
through ACT test preparation classes.   

Jefferson Dollars for Scholars hosts a “Starry Night”

Presented by
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CDA Dance Center, located in The Esplanade 
mall, has joined over 110 studios in North America 
offering the official Angelina Ballerina program. The 
weekly classes are based on the beloved dancing 
mouseling, star of the Angelina Ballerina book series 
and animated television program, who is the “little 

star with big dreams.”
The 34-week program is inspired by the CGI-

animated series airing on PBS Kids Sprout television 
series, “Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps” and 
it will focus on one story book per month. Targeted 
at children ages three to six years old, the program 

teaches beginner ballet at two levels.
Angelina Ballerina’s voice will guide aspiring 

dancers through their movement lessons and the 
program incorporates music from the television show 
as well as custom music developed by Spell and com-
poser Scott Killian.

To contact CDA Dance Center about  
the Angelina Ballerina program call 466-5856,  
email cdadance92@gmail.com or visit  
www.cdadance.com.   

CDA Dance Center in Kenner now offers Angelina Ballerina program
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  
• onsite management  
• high & dry  
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

ONE MONTH FREE! 
MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!
468-3474

HURRICANE PROTECTION!

Highest wind-rated storage in Kenner!
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www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage

Call for details!

Big Easy Storage is now 
a Drop Off Station for the 

Kenner Food Bank
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