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Mayor Yenni continues to cut Kenner spending in 2012-2013 fiscal budget
cussions to consider Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s
proposed $61.1 million budget for the fiscal year
starting July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013.
“We must continue to trim an already very lean
budget, noted Mayor
Yenni, who said he cut
more than a half million dollars in spending
from last year’s budget,
calling for eliminating
nine positions in city
government including
five code enforcement
positions, two community development
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
jobs, one council assistant position and one civil
On May 14, 2012, the Kenner City Council
service job. Yenni said if these cuts are accepted
met for five hours in public budget hearing dis- by the city council he will have reduced city gov-

ernment by 54 positions and trimmed $2.8 million in expenses since taking office.
Kenner Finance Director Duke McConnell
said, “Even though we cut more than a half million dollars, next year’s
proposed budget is
higher than last year’s
budget due to cost increases that the city
has to absorb, such as
pension costs. Over
the past several years,
certain costs that we
can’t control continue
to rise, while revenues
remain flat, so in creating a fiscal year budget
proposal, we have to continue to make cuts to
cover the increases.”

“The hard working people
who are serving Kenner
deserve a pay raise...”

Yenni’s budget includes a $57.7 million operating budget, up slightly from last year’s $57.2
million budget. The capital improvements budget last year was $3.3 million and the proposed
capital budget for the upcoming fiscal year is up
a little at $3.4 million.
Mayor Yenni has proposed, for the first
time in four years, an average three percent pay
raise for all government employees who have
not gotten a raise in the last three years, which
will cost the city approximately $375,000. Yenni
said he cut department expenses and renegotiated city agreements to ensure that city workers
would get a raise this year. “The hard working
people who are serving Kenner deserve a pay
raise. Though we are a cash-strapped city, like
many other cities, we cannot continue to place
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Kenner breaks ground on Coconut Beach
Can Kenner reinvent
volleyball complex, gets money from Jeff Parish Rivertown and make
Kenner Mayor Michael S.Yenni, members of
complex will be built with washed masonry sand
it financially viable?
the Kenner City Council and the owners of Coco- on 2 ½ acres of city property located between the
page 22

The Coconut Beach volleyball complex, to be built behind the Pontchartrain Center shown in the background, is expected to
be completed for play in June 2012. Present at the Coconut Beach groundbreaking were, left to right, Kenner Chief Executive
Officer Mike Quigley, Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli, Kenner District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, Kenner
District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch, Jefferson Parish District 5 Councilwoman Cynthia Lee-Sheng, Jefferson
Parish President John Young, Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Black, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Coconut
Beach owners Mike Drury and Bruce White, Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan, Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith
Reynaud, Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Ben Zahn and former interim Kenner District 3 Councilman John DeHaven.

Work to improve Loyola and I-10
interchange to be finished mid-summer
By Allan Katz
The traffic interchange at Loyola Drive and
Interstate 10 in Kenner has long been regarded as
a highly trafficable interchange in need of modifications to improve traffic flow. An $800,000 makeover,
begun in February 2012, will add a dedicated turning lane for southbound Loyola Drive entering I-10
westbound. This turning lane will alleviate traffic

backups on the through lanes, thereby improving
the efficiency of the interchange.
The work, which is expected to be completed
by mid to late July, will transform the Loyola Drive
and I-10 Interchange into one of the best-designed
and safest in the state, says Kenner District 5
page 21

By Allan Katz
The administration of Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni is doing its best to reinvent Rivertown, the historic area where the city had
its first beginnings.
Upon his election two years ago, Mayor
Yenni inherited the Rivertown dilemma – virtually everyone wants to preserve Rivertown
and make it viable but the city could not afford the $500,000-a-year subsidy that was
required to underwrite the costs of a series
of museums started in the 1980s by former
Mayor Aaron Broussard.
page 23
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Pontchartrain Center and Joe Yenni Boulevard to
the west of Williams Boulevard.
The Coconut Beach complex will consist of

Photo by Barry Sprague

nut Beach volleyball league were all on hand May
8, 2012, for a ground breaking ceremony that initiated construction of the new Coconut Beach volleyball complex to be located at 100 Ring Road. The

A local farmer’s market featuring fresh produce and
goods for sale opened on May 19, 2012, in Heritage
Park in Rivertown. Open to the public, the farmer’s
market will be held on the first and third Saturday each
month from 8:00 a.m. until noon.

Newly-elected District 3 Councilman
Reynaud says streets and sidewalks are
priorities
By Allan Katz
Fresh from victory in a runoff election
for the Kenner District 3 City Council seat,
Keith Reynaud says his top priorities are repairing sidewalks and streets.
“I may look back on the campaign as the
most fun that I’ve had because I can see already that this is a very demanding job,” said
Reynaud, who will fulfill the balance of Ben
Zahn’s term, ending June 30, 2014. Zahn
was elected to a seat on the Jefferson Parish Council last year. Reynaud said he has
spent his days since the election conferring
with constituents and meeting City Hall department heads. Reynaud said some of the

Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud
sidewalk and street problems date back to
Hurricane Katrina and have gone unfixed for
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Fresh local produce & goods for sale!
kenner’s Heritage park in rivertown!
Tips and demos on gardening & cooking!
1st & 3rd Saturday each month • 8AM-NOON

Free parking and admission
Visit www.kenner.la.us or call 504-468-7231 for more details
0612_KS_Farmers Market_MoviesinPark.indd 1
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AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Hubble vision

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and
in-depth planetarium show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of
outer space by detailing the discoveries made by the Hubble Space Telescope.
See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

The ultimate Wave Tahiti

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 45 minutes

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The Ultimate Wave follows
a quest to find the perfect wave-riding experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among
the islands of French Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing
action in a unique Pacific paradise.

Laser Country

Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Calling all cowboys (and girls)! The Wild West comes alive in this visually stunning
animated laser light show! Featuring some of country music’s most popular new
artists as well as some all time favorites, Laser Country is sure to please audiences
of all ages and musical tastes! Featured artists include Garth Brooks, Johnny Cash,
Patsy Cline, Carrie Underwood, and Rascal Flatts…among many others!

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us
0612_KennerFP.indd 1
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Yenni administration and city council on right budget track
By Allan Katz
I’ve
been
watching Kenner
budget hearings for
20 years and some of
them have been very
contentious and lengthy. On the other hand, the
2012-2013 budget hearings, scheduled for up to
three days but completed in one, was a model of
how these things ought to be done.
Council President Jeannie Black set the
tone for the meeting. She knew what tone she
wanted and she got it. Councilwoman-at-Large
Michele Branigan opened the hearing by telling
Mayor Michael S. Yenni and Chief Administrative
Officer Mike Quigley that the council supported
their approach to budgeting. That also helped
set the tone. The other council members all understood the financial burdens facing the city.
Plaudits can also be directed to Mayor Yenni, Quigley and the city directors, who may have
had the best-prepared administration ever for a
budget hearing. Yenni requested directors to reduce costs and they complied in their proposed
budgets.
If the city council in June approves the
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2012-2013 fiscal year budget as proposed, since
he took office in 2010 Mayor Yenni will have 54
less employees and will have shaved $2.8 million
in costs from the budget. The conundrum facing
the mayor, council and the city is, even though
city jobs have been cut and expenses from last
year have been reduced by a half a million dollars, costs the city basically has no control over,
such as insurance and pensions, have gone up,
which is the main reason the budget is higher in
the upcoming fiscal year.
One of the most amazing revelations was
that although 2011-2012 was a flat fiscal year for
the Kenner economy, the Yenni administration
managed during the year to increase the surplus
fund by $1.4 million. “We’re very proud of that,”
said Quigley. “We handle money very conservatively. We follow the mantra of the late Mayor Joe
Yenni who said that if you haven’t got the money
in the bank, you can’t spend it.” The city ended
the 2010-2011 fiscal year with $7.5 million in its
surplus fund.
The administration’s budget calls for spending $57.7 million on the city’s operations, up from
$57.2 million last year. The capital budget last
year was $3.3 million and the administration proposes raising that to $3.4 million this year. The
total budget is $61.1 million. In the budget, Yenni
managed to give city employees their first raise
in three years, a three percent increase.
Kenner Finance Director Duke McConnell’s
projection of $60 million in revenue in fiscal 20122013 strongly suggests that he thinks the slow recovery from the recession that began in 2008 is

going to continue. The administration wants to
use $1.4 million of the city’s surplus fund to balance the 2012-2013 fiscal budget, which did not
meet with any serious objections from council
members at the budget hearing. Even after allocating $1.4 million from the surplus fund to the
new budget, the city’s surplus fund is expected
to be around $7 million, 12 percent of the budget,
well within the ten percent recommended for
cities by bond rating agencies and the Government Finance Officers Association, a credit to
Yenni and his administration.
Still without annual dedicated funding, a
standstill police budget had to be proposed
this year. The city of Kenner has to absorb an
increase in mandated pension costs for police,
now up to 31 percent of the police payroll. The
city’s hands are tied because of the state’s retirement system’s plan. And Chief Caraway now has
to deal with an eight percent rise in crime in
2011, and, as compared to 2005, with 27 fewer
officers and eight less employees, quality of life
issues that are of strong concern to city officials
and residents. It appears the only way to fix the
police department’s budgeting problems is to
change its funding to a stable source, but until
that happens, Chief Caraway now has less employees and officers to fight more crime and to
live within his budget he will probably have to
reduce some services citizens have been accustomed to having.
In a recent interview, in regard to the possibility of funding the police department with dedicated property taxes, Council President Black

expressed the view that had it been presented
as a stand-alone item in the April 2011 election,
a property tax to aid the Kenner Police Department might have passed. Whether that is true
today, she was not certain.
Nevertheless, given the financial realities
that it has inherited, the Yenni administration
is certainly maximizing the dollars that it has,
while reducing costs wherever possible. It is impossible to know in advance exactly what awaits
Kenner and its economic well-being in fiscal year
2012-2013, but McConnell’s advance forecast of
a flat economy certainly has been understood by
Yenni, his administration and the city council.
It is pretty clear that Kenner heads into
the second half of 2012 in need of economic
development – new investments, new jobs and
reasons for optimism and it seems the mayor, his
directors and the city council members are all in
agreement on that.
Events like landing the Coconut Beach volleyball league, the VooDoo practice field and the
recruitment of new retail outlets for the city and
the city’s involvement with JEDCO show there is
reason for hope, if not outright optimism.
It appears, though, that Mayor Yenni, his
administration and the city council are aware
of the financial realities that exist for the city
and are primed to face them head on. Without
the spirit of cooperation and understanding that
seems to exist now, the short and long-term challenges that the city of Kenner faces would be
very hard to overcome.

Political

Politics as usual in Baton Rouge
By Jeff Crouere
Despite media
reports and selfcongratulating politicians claiming we
have ushered in a
new era of ethics reform, Louisiana is still a bastion
of political corruption. According to the Institute of
Governmental and Public Affairs at the University
of Illinois at Chicago, Louisiana is the second most
corrupt state in the nation per capita. This study
just focused on federal public corruption cases. It
is even worse when local, state and federal levels of
government are examined. According to Governing
Magazine, our public corruption ranking was the
worst in the nation during the decade that ended in
2010 with the state recording 10.5 convictions per
10,000 public sector employees.
No doubt, corruption is alive and well in Louisiana. In fact it is one of our growth industries. To
combat this plague, honest citizens have to depend
on law enforcement agencies like the U.S. Attorney’s office in New Orleans and watchdog groups
like the Metropolitan Crime Commission. While
these groups do an impressive job in tackling public sector wrongdoing, they don’t have the resources
to deal with the majority of corruption that occurs
in our state.
Some corruption is not criminal in nature; it
just involves waste and abuse of taxpayer dollars.
One office that is critical in locating waste in gov-

ernment spending is the office of inspector general
in the state of Louisiana.
Back in 1988, then Governor Buddy Roemer
created this office. To his credit, Governor Bobby
Jindal made the office permanent in 2008. He appointed Stephen Street, a lawyer with experience
in the state attorney general’s office, to the position.
Street efficiently manages his office with a minuscule budget of only $1.7 million.
According to political and legislative watchdog
C.B. Forgotston, “The IG, unlike the AG, (One must
be a public official to even get an opinion.) accepts
all reports from ordinary citizens and state employees, including those sent anonymously.” Needless
to say, it plays an extremely vital role in our state
government. With our state’s abysmal track record
of public corruption, it is essential that this office
be fully funded and expanded so even more investigations can be launched.
Unfortunately, a misguided Louisiana politician, state Representative Joe Harrison (R-Napoleonville) has stripped the office of its funding. His
imprudent action was taken because he laughably
claimed to be worried about the budget deficit. Harrison noted that the state can save funds by closing
this office and that the office of inspector general
just duplicates services performed by other state
agencies like the legislative auditor and the attorney general’s office.
Harrison’s woeful arguments do not make

any sense. Anyone who follows state government
knows that the legislative auditor’s office and the
Louisiana attorney general are already overloaded
with cases to investigate. Additionally, as noted by
Rafael Goyeneche of the Metropolitan Crime Commission, only the inspector general is charged with
uncovering wasteful spending. In a budget of $25
billion, there is plenty of waste in Louisiana state
government and plenty of investigations that Inspector General Stephen Street needs to launch.
The real reason that Representative Harrison
stripped this funding was because he was upset
at the inspector’s investigation into the state Fire
Marshal Butch Browning. It seems that Representative Harrison did not take kindly to Street’s office
following up on complaints from the public and examining the activities of his friend. So, he retaliated
by stripping the funding for the office in a crude
example of Louisiana political payback. Sadly, the
members of the House Appropriations Committee
followed his lead and voted to approve this funding elimination by an 11-4 vote. Thereafter, the full
House approved the state budget with no funding
for the inspector general.
In the final days of the legislative session, it
is up to the state Senate to restore funding for this
vitally important office. Anyone who is concerned
about our state’s poor image and wants to end the
insufferable stigma of political corruption should
page 8
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A vision and plan that has created almost 700 new jobs and over $48
million in investment in Kenner
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
A city’s prosperity is fueled by its competitiveness. Smart
economic development
is an essential component of a city’s growing economy. And, in these uncertain economic times, it’s
critical to focus on business retention as well as
business expansion.
Several years ago, as chief administrative officer under Mayor Ed Muniz, I began to turn the
city’s focus to protecting the businesses we have
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and growing our economic base with new businesses and corporations. We needed to make better use
of our lakefront, our proximity to our airport, our
riverfront and our major corridors. I want to revitalize economically stressed retail areas that can
become a jewel to our city’s economy.
As CAO, I embedded a city of Kenner economic development specialist in the Jefferson
Economic Development Corporation, our parish’s
leading business attraction and retention organization. Kenner has been able to take advantage of

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury

Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092

www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Two Great Locations In Kenner
Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

Rent ouR
W. esplanade location!

Parties, showers, birthday parties,
meetings, dinners!
Call Danielle
at 461-9819

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
www.chateaucafe.com
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the expertise of a team of business specialist at the
fraction of the cost. We invested $75,000 in having
one of our own employees dedicated exclusively to
promoting and maintaining the businesses we have
and recruiting new businesses to our community.
Critics have suggested that JEDCO’s responsibility was already to promote Kenner. But they
were misinformed. JEDCO is funded exclusively by
tax revenue from unincorporated areas of Jefferson and JEDCO has no obligation to assist any one
city in its economic development programs. Our
economic development specialist embedded in
JEDCO has been able to help our city leader better
understand the needs of our businesses. Our representative and the JEDCO team have helped us
implement targeted economic development strategies and leverage business partnerships.
We now have access to JEDCO marketing
database and that has resulted in new business
for Kenner. JEDCO’s partnership has helped us
expand businesses and that has created new jobs
and private investment. Today, we have a locallybased vision and plan for Laketown development,
business attraction and retention, and publicprivate planning. We are considering how cluster
development can further enhance our business
environment. Clusters are geographic concentrations of interconnected companies and they help
each other with better productivity and economies
of scale in operations, purchasing and more.
There are more than 2,000 businesses in Kenner. From 2009 to 2011, through the administration
of tax incentives, our embedded specialist inside
JEDCO helped create 699 new jobs and $48.7
million dollars in investment. We retained 1,140
jobs. Our partnership with JEDCO led to the commission committing $4.2 million in loans to small
businesses in the city of Kenner over a three-year
period. Those projects brought an additional $12.5
million in capital investment to Kenner.
Last year, our specialist in JEDCO conducted

24 site searches for companies interested in expanding or moving to Kenner. We reached out to
310 existing companies to discuss their future with
the city. Forty-four meetings were held face-toface. Our specialist in JEDCO helped secure future
growth of established Kenner companies like Pellerin Milnor, Cross Road Centers and King Creole.
Our specialist in JEDCO has worked with dozens of small businesses and start-ups, giving them
the tools they need to grow and stay in the area.
Today, through our strong economic development
vision, we have a proactive, tailored approach to
bring businesses to Kenner. This city benefits from
retail businesses. The agreement that we have
made with JEDCO has helped to create an active
approach to retail attraction right here.
So far, the plan has worked. Strong incentive
packages created by our economic development
specialist and JEDCO helped attract Target to
Kenner. Now, our economic development specialist
continues to compete for building Kohl’s in Kenner. We are excited to welcome Revolution Foods
to Kenner and the 50 new employees that will work
inside that company and our city.
Because JEDCO is among the most respected
economic development agencies in the country
and has been cited by the International Economic
Development Council as a best-practices agency,
it was the kind of force that I wanted behind economic growth and development in Kenner. In fact,
JEDCO is the only local accredited economic development organization in Louisiana.
The new mantra across the nation for cities is
“more jobs, less cuts.” We have instituted the plan
and are doing the heavy lifting to reverse a nagging
trend in Kenner. We are working to create more
jobs and revitalize our economy in a way that will
build a stronger city.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Community
Big Easy Storage now drop off station for
Kenner Food Bank
The Kenner Food Bank is now accepting donations of non-perishable items at Big Easy Storage, located at 2201 West Napoleon Avenue in Kenner. “We are proud to accept food for those in need.
We’re always looking for new ways to get involved
in our community,” said Sean Landry, manager of
Big Easy Storage.
Anyone interested in donating can drop off
items in Big Easy’s office during their regular business hours which are weekdays from 9:00 a.m. until
6:00 p.m., Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
and from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Sundays.
“Throughout the year, food is donated by
schools, churches, distributors, private entities
and local businesses. One-third of distributed food
comes from annual public food drives and private
donations. The remaining support to the food bank
comes from the generosity of individual citizens.

Please help Big Easy Storage help the Kenner
Food Bank fulfill its goal of helping the needy in
our community,” said Arleeta Terrell, director of
Kenner’s Community Development Department.
Donated items may include non-perishable
foods and personal items such as shampoo, toothpaste, soap, etc. Anyone interested in setting up a
food drive can contact the Kenner Food Bank at
468-7220 or 468-7588.
Monetary donations are always welcome and
are tax deductible, although a tax expert should be
consulted.
“Remember that a small effort can make a difference and people who donate food and go that
extra mile can possibly make an impact in the daily
life of their neighbor,” said Terrell.
The phone number for Big Easy Storage is
468-3474.
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Hurrican season: Are you prepared
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
As residents of
southeastern Louisiana, we know the
devastating effects
storms can have on
our area. The 2012
hurricane season begins June 1 and now is the time
to make sure your family is prepared. A successful
plan will depend on a high level of readiness and will
ultimately ensure your family’s safety.
In the days leading up to a hurricane’s potential landfall, you should keep up with television and
radio updates as much as possible and take action
accordingly. Be sure to pick up and secure any loose
objects in and around your property well in advance.
Have bricks, cinder blocks or other similar objects
available in order to raise furniture and appliances
in case of flooding. It’s a good idea to have plywood
on hand before the hurricane season starts, as many
people rush to the hardware store at the last minute
to purchase what they need. Also, it’s a good idea to
make trees on your property more wind-resistant by
removing diseased and damaged limbs and strategically removing branches so wind can blow through
easily.
If you plan to evacuate with your family, be sure
to take special precautions for children, elderly and
disabled family members and pets. Tell your neigh-

bors where you are going and exchange emergency
contact numbers should you need to get in touch
with each other following a storm. There are several
essential items you should bring with you, such as
flashlights, batteries, a battery-powered radio, maps,
prescription medications, a first aid kit, non-perishable foods, bottled water, clothing, sleeping bags and
pillows. It is also imperative that you take all your
important documents, such as your driver’s license,
social security card, proof of residence, insurance
policies, wills, deeds, birth and marriage certificates
and tax records. Make sure to fuel your vehicle ahead
of time and check your spare tire and roadside supplies. While in your vehicle, tune into your local
emergency broadcasts for the latest information.
Road and bridge closings are common during a disaster and keeping up with the latest news will help
you avoid these routes.
Many of us have experienced gridlocks on interstates during past hurricane evacuations. It’s a headache for everyone waiting on the road and it serves
as an unpleasant reminder to leave as early as possible. Rest assured that your police department will
do everything possible to help alleviate foreseeable
problems should an evacuation occur. The Kenner
Police Department has local evacuation plans and a
link to the Louisiana Citizen Awareness and Disaster
Evacuation Guide available on the KPD website at

Availability of online
occupational license renewals
add to the momentum of
Kenner’s progress

www.kennerpd.com. You can obtain additional information through the Louisiana State Police at www.
lsp.org as well as the website for the Governor’s Office
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
at www.gohsep.la.gov or www.getagameplan.org.
After evacuating for a hurricane, stay where
you are until local authorities give the signal that it
is safe to return home. Once home, inspect all power
lines near your residence and report any lines that
are loose or damaged. Do not, under any circumstances, touch a downed power line.
Creating a plan before a hurricane threatens
our area is the most important thing you can do for

We

your family’s safety. Waiting to take action immediately before a hurricane makes landfall can make
an already stressful situation more difficult. Review
your hurricane plan often, divide responsibilities
among family members and keep children informed
and involved. Discuss new ideas and better ways of
carrying preparations out. By knowing exactly what
to do when disaster strikes, you and your family will
be ready.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Saved an AllState client over $1400

and lowered their hurricane deductible by $10,000

We can save you money, too!

Lori and Kevin Guffey
0412_Guffey.indd 1
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GET THE

By Valerie Waguespack – Kenner Department of Information
Technology and Telecommunications Director
August 1, 2011 brought about a new beginning
for the city of Kenner. With the launch of an improved and user-friendly website, www.kenner.la.us,
the Yenni administration and the Department of
Information Technology and Telecommunications
were proud to continue the city’s priority of technological progress.
The city of Kenner’s website has quickly become a “one-stop shop” for communication, obtaining information and transacting city related business
via a variety of online services. Kenner business owners, visitors and residents have the ability to view the
latest city events, press releases and available RFPs
and bids. Users can access city contracts, full council
meeting agendas and adopted legislation, as well as
view and apply for jobs and pay property taxes.
The success of the new website led the IT Department to consider city departments on an individual basis and what online services would benefit
them most. As a result, shortly after the launch of
Kenner’s website last year, online ticket payments
for Mayor’s Court was the next service added to the
website’s many capabilities. This has proven to be a
major convenience and contributed to the Mayor’s
Court’s success in collecting receivables for traffic
violations and other types of fines.
Following the success of online ticket payments, the city of Kenner is pleased to provide its
business owners with the availability to renew their
occupational licenses online as of May 1, 2012. The
addition of this online service not only makes it easi-

er for business owners to remain in compliance, but
gives them the ability to do so from the convenience
of their home or office computers.
The trends of e-government and our community’s dependence on technology and telecommunications make online services a necessity for governments of any size to operate efficiently. As a Kenner
resident myself, I am pleased to know that I have access to city information and services at my fingertips.
The Department of Information Technology
and Telecommunications will continue to collaborate with city departments in an effort to bring as
many services online as possible. In the upcoming
month, we look forward to the complete redesign of
the business licensing section of the Kenner website
with the Inspections and Code Enforcement Department. We also expect to launch online registration
services for the Department of Parks and Recreation
athletics and leisure services division.
The city of Kenner is in a state of great progress. Technology and e-government are two vehicles
that will continue to be used to continue Kenner’s
successful momentum. We are excited about the future of technology for the city.
Valerie Waguespack is director of the city of
Kenner’s Information Technology and Telecommunications Department, located on the fourth floor
of Building C at 1801 Williams Boulevard. Waguespack can be reached at 468-6655 or at vwaguespack@kenner.la.us.

CASH
YOU NEED
Lending made personal.
Get the cash you need now with a loan
from sprinGleaf financial services.

Borrow

$5,250

for just $165.36 per month*
48 months at 21.98% APR

sprinGleaf financial services
3600 Williams Blvd
Kenner, LA 70065-3462

504.443.3412
Evenings or weekends call

800.697.4719

Or, apply on-line at
SpringleafFinancial.com

All loans are subject to our normal credit policies. NMLS# 196287 Springleaf Financial Services of Louisiana, Inc.
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Quality, compassionate care is top priority for surgical patients at Ochsner-Kenner
By Paolo Zambito
The thought of surgery can be
unnerving for many people. Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner understands
the stress an impending surgery can
have on both patients and their family
members and works to make the process as smooth as possible to put
patients at ease. When it comes to surgery, quality, compassionate care
is of utmost importance.
We continually strive to meet the needs of each and every one of
our patients by employing excellent physicians who are on the cutting
edge in their fields. Our top-notch physicians include not only Ochsner
surgeons, but LSU and community surgeons as well. Having all three of
these groups as part of our medical staff provides versatility and variety

SABELLA’S
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Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission is to improve the high level
of quality patient care to local residents and the surrounding communities by focusing considerable efforts on increasing Ochsner’s
support of the community as well as expanding medical services in
the city. Zambito serves on the boards of the Louisiana Emergency
Response Network (LERN) Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana
Extended Care Hospital of Kenner and is a member of the Jefferson
Chamber of Commerce and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana. For more information on the services and physicians at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

By Allan Katz
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Ochsner-Kenner is a full-service surgical hospital offering services
in cardiovascular, ear, nose, and throat, emergency and trauma, gastrointestinal, general surgery, gynecological, neuroendocrine, orthopedics,
plastic surgery, podiatry, thoracic, urology and vascular care.
Ochsner-Kenner is dedicated to providing residents of Kenner
and the surrounding areas with quality medical services and compassionate care. We will help you understand what to expect before, during
and after surgery to decrease anxiety, make your stay more pleasant
and even improve your recovery. If surgery is in your future, please call
464-8000 for more information about the surgical services.

Doctors at Ochsner-Kenner use new approach for hip
replacements

•

Sammy Sabella
Licensed0512-AAA_Trophies.pdf
Master Plumber

to the surgical services at the Kenner location.
Prior to surgery, you will meet with your surgeon and several other
members of the team. During your pre-operative appointment, our
staff will provide you with information and answer any questions about
what to expect during your hospital stay. You will also have a physical
exam which will help your surgeon or the anesthesiologist determine
the need for any testing. An anesthesia questionnaire and laboratory
tests are reviewed by the anesthesia staff before your scheduled date of
surgery. Depending on this review, you may be asked to see a physician
in order to obtain medical clearance for your procedure. The goal of
medical clearance is to ensure that you are in the best possible condition for your scheduled surgery. We also offer a “joint camp” class to
provide additional information for patients undergoing hip and knee
replacement surgeries.
The experience and longevity of our operating room nursing staff
as well as the nurses and surgical techs in our outpatient surgery department is also a fundamental part of patient care at Ochsner. Longtime members of the Ochsner family, these nurses and techs have
genuine care and concern for both the healthcare and emotional needs
of surgical patients and their families. They draw on their experience
to keep our patients informed, answer questions and provide the best
medical care possible.

11:00 PM

“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native

Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes
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Doctors at the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner say using a new
approach for hip replacement operations has reduced the pain usually
suffered in such surgeries and shortened the time that patients spend
recuperating before returning to work.
“We’ve been very pleased by our record of successes,” says Dr. Peter Krause, an orthopedic surgeon at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
who is also a member of the LSU School of Medicine faculty. When Dr.
Krause heard that an orthopedic surgeon in California had come up a
with new approach for hip replacement operations, he visited California and watched the operation and was impressed. “They were cutting
between muscles rather than through muscle and it made a tremendous difference,” said Dr. Krause.
“While all operations have the possibility of complications and inherent risk factors, it was clear to me that these doctors had used a
new technique called “direct anterior approach” to improve on the hip
replacement operations of the past,” said Dr. Krause. “We brought it
back to Ochsner-Kenner and have been similarly successful with the
method.”
Dr. Krause said there are a growing number of requests for hip
replacement surgeries, especially by “baby boomers” – both men and
women – who upon reaching their 60s find themselves slowed down by
hip problems. “It is as though 60 is indeed the new 50 and people who
have been active and athletic all their lives are unwilling to be slowed
down by injuries or ailments that can be overcome by, in this case, a
hip replacement.”

Crouere
from page 5

be outraged that this office is on the verge of elimination.
If there is one office in Louisiana that is essential, it is the office of inspector general. Not only does this office perform a vital task,
but it actually generates much more money for state taxpayers than
it costs to operate.
Last year, Street’s office uncovered $3.2 million in waste, fraud
and abuse, providing a net return of $1.5 million to state taxpayers.
As noted by Goyeneche, the office saved taxpayers even more money
because its mere existence discouraged wasteful spending and other
misconduct.
As of today, the funds have not been restored and Representative
Harrison and his colleagues are standing behind their decision to shut

He says that while
there is certainly a
measure of pain while
recuperating from a hip
replacement, his patients
report that the post-surgery pain is less than the
pain they endured from
their ailing hip prior to
surgery. The operation,
Dr. Peter Krause
he said, typically takes
about two hours. The hospital stay typically is two to four days. “A full
recovery takes about six weeks,” said Dr. Krause. “It is not uncommon
for my hip replacement patients to return to my office in six weeks
without a cane or a walker.”
Dr. Krause says he recommends low-impact exercise for those
recovering from hip replacements. “Some people recover faster than
others and are able in a fairly short time to put themselves back on the
golf course or the tennis court,” he says.
A graduate of Harvard University and the Stanford School of Medicine, Dr. Krause came to Kenner in 2002. “I think that the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is a great hospital. We have a terrific, progressive
administration that wants us to be the best, a good and growing medical staff and outstanding facilities,” Dr. Krause said. “And, of course, we
all think Kenner is a great city and a great place to live and work.”

down this vital office.
Stripping this office of its funds just tells the entire nation that
Louisiana is not ready to clean up our corruption and change our tawdry political image. If this is not corrected, it will be one more clear
case of politics as usual winning at the expense of the honest citizens
of Louisiana..
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his Louisianabased television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAETV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the north shore.
Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s
website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Children’s store in Kenner dedicated to memories of youngsters who died
By Allan Katz
A store featuring children’s clothing, accessories and toys at 819 West Esplanade Avenue is dedicated to the memories of three youngsters who died
tragic deaths.
The name of the store, located in Suite E, is
“My Brothers and Me.” It was the favorite phrase
of young Di’Avion when referring to her little twin
brothers whom she cherished. Di’Avion died on
Christmas 2008 when an 18-wheeler hit her mother’s
Yukon at the I-10/LaPlace exit. She was six years old
at the time. The crash also killed her three-year-old
brother, Kyren, and severely injured her mother,
Candace. The family had earlier been touched by
tragedy when Di’Avion’s other brother, Jaylen, had
died at six months of age during the chaos of the family’s move to Houston in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina. Jaylen and Kyren were twins.

In the wake of the physical pain and emotional
wreckage of the deaths of the children, Candace and
her mother, Greta Walker, decided after much prayer
and contemplation that something good had to come
out of the terrible tragedies that had wrecked their
family and taken three beautiful children from them.
The idea of launching a safe driving campaign was
born and is now in its third year. “We put up a billboard during the holiday season picturing our beautiful children to remind people of the importance of
safe driving,” said Candace. “Shortly thereafter, the
decision to open up a children’s clothing store, a
happy and fun place, took root in our minds.”
Candace and Greta say that Kenner’s response
to the store has been heart-warming and has reaffirmed their belief that it is God’s will that something
good has to come out of the desolation and unbeliev-

able pain inflicted on them with the deaths of the
children.
“Our beloved angels were very loving, caring and
charismatic children,” says Greta. “They touched the
lives of everyone they met in a special way. My Brothers and Me is more than just a store – it sends a mes-

sage that there is life after even the most grievous
tragedy and that you can begin again. It is proof to us
that God can turn tragedy into triumph and it is our
perpetual tribute to the three beautiful children we
now speak of us as our guardian angels.”

High Blood Pressure?
Subjects with hypertension,
or borderline hypertension,
needed for clinical studies!!!
If interested, Call (504) 957-3791
for appointment.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Free Evaluation
Compensation Provided
GulF REGional RESEaRCH
3121 21st Street, Metairie, LA 70002

Kenner City officials and family members of the new children’s clothing and accessories store, My Brothers and Me, were
on hand for the official grand opening held in early May 2012.
0512 Dr Giles Blood Pressure.indd 1
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Should you have a Louisiana living declaration?
By James L. Melchers
Yes and here’s
why. Some parents
believe that verbal instructions to their children or relatives concerning their wishes for
end of life care are sufficient. This is often a wrong
belief. Failure to have your desires formalized into a
written legal document frequently leads to fighting
and law suits.
Some families are going to fight even with a formal document. The first case to reach the Louisiana
Supreme Court occurred in 2004, in Pettis v. Smith
(La. App. 2 Cir. 8/13/03, 880 So. 2d 445). This case
involved a contest between one daughter and her
siblings. After hearing much testimony the court declared the living declaration valid and to be complied
with. Therefore, the wishes of the mother were abided by because she had a Louisiana living declaration.
A living declaration is a simple one-page docu-

ment that allows you to express your wishes for end of
life care. Some states use the term living will, but in
Louisiana the correct legal term is living declaration.
It is much easier on your family and loved ones
when your final care wishes are in writing and in
proper legal form. The living declaration addresses
the important issue of whether or not you want to
be kept alive artificially if you have a terminal and
irreversible condition. This is a very personal decision. Older adults readily sign a living declaration
but many younger adults are not quite ready to make
decisions about end of life care.
The law creating the Louisiana living will
was passed in 1984 under the title of the Natural
Death Act. The law provides that if an individual is
diagnosed as having an incurable injury, disease or
illness and if this is certified by two physicians, one
of whom is the attending physician, and if these doctors have determined that the individual’s death will
occur whether or not life sustaining procedures are

withheld or withdrawn and that the procedures will
only serve to prolong the dying process, then such
procedures can be withheld or withdrawn. The law
further provides that the individual be allowed to die
naturally with the person being given medication and
the performance of any medical procedure deemed
necessary to provide the individual with comfort care.
Additionally, there is a place on the living declaration for you to initial one of two choices as to
whether or not you want to be given or not given water and nutrition.
In order to sign a living declaration you must
be at least 18 years old and capable of making end
of life decisions. The declaration must be in writing,
must be signed by you in front of two competent witnesses who must also be at least 18 years old. The
declaration should be read and discussed prior to you
and the witnesses signing it. The witnesses should
understand what you are signing and should be paying attention to the process. The witnesses cannot

be related to you by blood, marriage or be your heir
or legatee (someone who has a right to a portion of
your estate). A living declaration does not have to be
notarized.
A living declaration can address the issue of
who will make healthcare decisions for you if you are
incapable of doing so with specific instructions. However, this issue is more effectively handled through a
special limited medical power of attorney. It would
be wise to get the advice of an attorney before making
a decision as to which instrument would be the best
for your situation.
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at
Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of
practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers
can be reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at
www.melcherslawfirm.

Government

Kenner now offers online occupational license renewals
Kenner’s Department of Inspections and Code
Enforcement, in collaboration with the Department
of Information Technology and Telecommunications
announced the availability of online occupational license renewals via the city of Kenner’s website as of
May 3, 2012.
This service allows Kenner business owners to

renew their occupational licenses conveniently from
their computers at home or at their businesses. This
feature precedes a launch of a brand new business
licensing page complete with all of the information a
business owner will need to operate within the city. This
new site, complete with new business forms and online
information will be available in the upcoming weeks.

A business owner who wants to renew an occupational license can visit the city’s website at www.
kenner.la.us. Click the fast access button located on
the home page or click Government – Inspections
and Code Enforcement – Occupational License Renewal. Detailed instructions regarding the process
are available for review and include a list of identifi-

cation numbers that are required. This year’s annual
mail outs for license renewal will include the identification numbers required to utilize this service.
For more information regarding this service or
for instructions contact Valerie Waguespack, Kenner’s Director of Information Technology and Telecommunications at 468-6655.
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Kenner Senior Center offers free services
to more than 1,500 members
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My Brothers & Me Children’s Boutique is your source for name brand
quality infant and children’s clothing, footwear & accessories
and unique gifts. Sizes: Girls NB-10 & Boys NB-8

By Allan Katz
The Kenner Senior Center serves more
than 1,500 seniors who reside in the city, providing a wide variety of free services ranging from
hot meals and social activities to assistance for
those who need help paying utility bills.
The Kenner Senior Center, located at 641
Compromise Street, is one of 11 senior centers
within the Jefferson Council of Aging network.
The others are located in Bridge City, Gretna,
Metairie, Estelle, Harahan, Lafitte, Westwego,
Grand Isle, Old Jefferson and Marrero. The Kenner Center is unique in that it is funded by both
Jefferson Parish and the city of Kenner, allowing
it to have one of the most extensive programs in
the parish.
“It is certainly to the credit of Jefferson Parish that the Jefferson Council on Aging has one
of the most comprehensive programs for senior
citizens to be found in this state or any other,”
says Liz Yager, development manager for the
Jefferson Council on Aging. “The Kenner Senior
Center is especially outstanding in regard to
its attention to its membership and programming. With Mabel Brown, the Kenner program
coordinator and Sylvia Dennison, the assistant
coordinator in Kenner, members benefit from
a deep appreciation and passion for the needs
and concerns of the city’s senior citizens.”
Dennison says that on an average day,
about 70 members who are Kenner residents
spend the day at the Kenner Senior Center.
Many seniors take advantage of the center’s
free transportation and are driven there and
back by the four van drivers, with lift-assisted
vehicles that also bring members to doctor appointments, group grocery shopping trips and on
special field trips, such as bowling outings.
“The Jefferson Council on Aging and the
Kenner Senior Center in particular, are the premier front line resources available to meet the
needs of Jefferson Parish’s senior population,”
says Ken Marroccoli, director of the Kenner
Parks and Recreation, the city department that
oversees the Kenner Senior Center. “The Jefferson Council on Aging and its centers are the
leading advocates for the elder community and
provide a safety net for seniors.”
Among the activities offered at the Kenner

Senior Center are exercise and wellness classes,
frequent health fairs where the seniors are examined and counseled by doctors and nurses,
crafts, bingo, board games, bean bag baseball,
computer and language classes, art, dance, music classes, legal services and monthly birthday
recognition parties. Members can take advantage of weekly blood pressure checks from visiting East Jefferson Hospital nurses.
Yager says many members have difficulty
making ends meet financially. Dennison oversees a fund provided by Entergy to assist seniors
who cannot pay their utility bills and the senior
center also functions as a food bank providing
baskets and boxes of food items for those who
cannot stretch their income enough to pay for
groceries.
“The Kenner Senior Center accommodates
its members at various levels of need,” said Marroccoli. “For the seniors who are in good health
it provides activities that help keep them young
at heart and active. But we also recognize that
aging and diminishing capacity to take care of
ourselves is an inevitable reality that each of us
will have to eventually confront. Ms. Dennison
makes it a point to remain aware of the needs
and status of each member of the Kenner Senior
Center.”
Anyone over the age of 18 can become a
member of JCOA and participate in senior center activities. Seniors at least 60 years of age can
receive services and material aid, such as meals,
transportation, etc. Some programs include
disabled adults 21 years of age and older. The
senior employment services help those 55 year
olds and older.
The Jefferson Council on Aging, Inc., including its 11 eleven senior centers, is a private
non-profit corporation that is regulated by the
state of Louisiana. Funding is provided by federal, state and parish grants, but a significant
part of its resources come from companies and
individuals.
For more information and to learn more
about the Jefferson Council on Aging and the
Kenner Senior Center visit the JCOA website at
www.jcoa.net or call 888-5880. To contact the
Kenner Senior Center directly call 468-7513.

Jefferson Parish businesses encouraged to
review evacuation re-entry cards
Jefferson Parish businesses are asked to
review their re-entry placard inventory to ensure
that their business staff has the placards necessary to return as quickly as possible to Jefferson
Parish following any evacuation that may occur
during the 2012 hurricane season.
If your business received re-entry placards
review each placard to determine if it is still valid.
If your placards have expired log in to the Jefferson Parish Re-Entry Placard Program site at
www.jumpstartjefferson.com and select “Enter
the Jumpstart Jefferson Re-Entry Application
Process.”
The Jefferson Parish Re-Entry Placard Program has been updated and now shares a common database with our regional parishes. The
new database means that all businesses renew-

ing or updating placards, even if you had a previous account, must set-up a new account by selecting “Click Here to Get Started.”
If you have a valid account that was updated
or created in 2011, you may select the tab “Already Have an Account” to continue with your
request. Remember the importance of keeping
your username and password on file so that you
can update and re-enter your account in the future. Also, please remember to keep your account
updated with the most current information.
Should you need assistance using the website click on the “email the program director” link
in the upper right corner for assistance. For more
information, contact Charlie Hudson or Karen
Davis with the Jefferson Parish Emergency Management Department at 349-5360.
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GRILLED MANGO SALAD
By www.foodieforone.com

If you’ve never had grilled mango, or mango, for that matter, please give this recipe a chance.
It’s the perfect salad for sultry summer evenings, meatless Mondays or as a first course at your
next dinner party.
All five ingredients can be gathered quickly at your
local market’s bulk section. And we’ve included an
Asian-inspired dressing for you to drizzle back and
forth and across this summer salad.
Pair with a cold iced tea or your favorite wine and
www.foodieforone.com’s focaccia bread and enjoy!
This salad will serve four.
Ingredients
1 ripe avocado; 1 ripe mango; 1/4 cup walnuts; 1/4
cup dried cranberries; 3 cups fresh spinach
Directions
(Please see www.foodieforone.com for step-by-step directions on how to peel and grill a mango.)
I used my All-Clad cast-iron griddle to grill the mango. Rub each mango piece with vegetable oil
prior to grilling.
Wash fresh spinach leaves, cube mango, avocado and gather dried cranberries and walnuts.
Toss in a big bowl with the fresh spinach leaves and enjoy!
For a tasty dressing, try whipping in a blender 1/4 cup of fresh lime juice, a tablespoon of Dijon
mustard, a tablespoon of soy sauce and a few pieces of mango.
The website www.foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes
and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For more
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit www.foodieforone.com.
0612_Recipe Corner.indd 1
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Airport

Planning for the hurricane season

By Iftikhar Ahmad – Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
June 1 is the declared first day of the
2012 hurricane season
and hurricane forecasters are calling for a
below-average hurricane season this year. Regardless
of the forecast, the key is to always be prepared with
a storm safety plan during this time of year.
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is an important facility to the community, especially during an emergency. We participate
in preparedness exercises and training for all types
of disasters every year because our number one goal
in an emergency is the safety of our passengers, our
neighbors and staff. The airport prepares for many
types of emergencies, including tropical storms and
hurricanes. Our hurricane readiness plan includes
coordination with local, state and federal government officials, as well as airlines, tenants and vendors
who operate at the airport. The airport staff conducts
a yearly review of the plan to monitor any changes
that may be in effect since the last storm season.
Here are some important things that our readers should know regarding the airport’s operation
prior to the impact of a storm. If a tropical storm or
hurricane is approaching the New Orleans metro
area and River Parishes, the airport will remain open
to the flying public for as long as flights continue to
operate. It is important to note that the airline’s decisions to cease flight operations will vary from airline
to airline. They determine when to terminate their
operations,
0612 Georgys:Layout
not the airport. If you
1 plan
5/25/12
on traveling
5:48
by
air out of the region due to an impending storm, plan

early. If you are traveling with pets, check with your
air carrier prior to coming to the airport to verify that
they allow pets to travel on their aircraft. Please be
aware that not all of the airlines allow pets and there
are federal limits as to the number of pets allowed
on each flight.
If you are traveling on a scheduled flight when
a storm is approaching, please carry with you some
form of flight confirmation and personal identification. The flight confirmation can be an “email” flight
confirmation, boarding pass or ticket receipt. If you
do not have the necessary documentation, it may delay your entrance to the airport terminal. In the event
of the impending landfall of a tropical storm or hurricane to our area, necessary law enforcement will be
deployed to the airport to ensure a secure environment and access to the airport facilities. At the peak
of the storm, access to the airport will be restricted.
For the latest storm information regarding your
scheduled flight, refer to your airline’s website or reservation telephone number. The latest information
about the status of an impending storm may be found
at the airport website, www.flymsy.com as well with
updates posted as warranted.
If an air evacuation is deemed necessary, transportation for airlift evacuations will be managed and
operated through a designated government agency,
not the airport. Those who plan to participate in a
city or parish assisted air evacuation should follow
the directions of their city or parish authorities and
proceed to the designated pick up locations. It is imAMportant
Pageto 1
remember that, as in the past, the airport
is not an authorized storm shelter. For safety reasons,
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the general public will not be allowed to ride out a
storm at the airport.
If a call for evacuation is made this season,
please monitor your radio and/or television and follow the instructions given. It could save your life and
the life of your loved ones. In the event a storm does
pass our way, it is imperative that everyone be prepared to stay out of harm’s way. If you have not made
storm evacuation plans for this year, please do so immediately..

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may be
reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International
Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive,”
or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by
clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and
Stats” page. You can now follow the airport on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO Airport. To
find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on
“Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.

Health

Shoulder is most common
joint dislocation
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Knee injuries
represent a very
common orthopedic complaint and tears of the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) are frequent among the active, athletic
population. The ACL functions to limit forward movement of the tibia (shin bone) on the femur (thigh
bone). Patients with tears of the ACL typically report
a noncontact type of injury. Patients often sustain the
injury when landing from a jump or changing direction while running. A pop may be heard or felt and
onset of pain and swelling usually occurs following
injury. Athletes may be unable to return to play secondary to pain or a sense of looseness.
A careful physical examination with comparison to the normal knee is usually diagnostic for ACL
injuries. Plain radiographs (X-rays) are commonly
normal but may show evidence of a capsular avulsion
injury. An MRI scan is useful to confirm the ACL tear
as well as to evaluate possible injuries to other ligaments, articular cartilage and menisci. In many cases
of ACL injury, an MRI scan will also show bone bruises to the front of the femur and the back of the tibia.
Treatment of an ACL tear is either operative
or non-operative and depends on several variables
including presence of other injuries, patient age,
patient activity level and the ability of the patient to
participate in a postoperative rehabilitation program.
Older or more sedentary patients and those willing
to forego certain activities and sports may be can-

didates for non-operative treatment. Patients who
wish to return to sports that require running, jumping, cutting and pivoting movements require surgical
reconstruction. Patients who choose to return to
sports without surgical reconstruction of the ACL
risk further damage to the knee. Surgery is usually
performed under general anesthesia on an outpatient basis.
Many choices exist for ACL grafts including
autografts (from the patient) and allografts (from a
cadaver donor). The patellar tendon, hamstring tendons and the quadriceps tendon have all been used
with success. Commonly, tunnels are created in the
femur and tibia and the graft is stabilized in the tunnels using various fixation methods.
Postoperative physical therapy is necessary
to regain knee range of motion and restore muscle
strength. A period of restriction from sports and
other heavy activities is advised to allow graft healing. To properly diagnose and treat a knee injury an
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is necessary.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years experience.
The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder
and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and
Metairie. For additional information call 467-5900
or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Reynaud
from page 1

years. But, he said, the fact that many of the
problems date back to the hurricane raises
the possibility that the city may be able to
apply for FEMA funds to repair the damaged
sidewalks and streets. “I met with the city’s
Public Works Director, Jose Gonzalez, regarding repairing sidewalks and streets in District
3,” said Reynaud.
Reynaud said that he has also met with
Code Enforcement officials to talk about
blight problems in District 3. “We’ve pinpointed several homes that are desperately in need
of work,” said Reynaud.
The new councilman said he is also working with city officials on economic development plans for Laketown, recently strength-

ened by the landing of the Coconut Beach
volleyball league. “My hope is that Coconut
Beach is going to be a great catalyst for us to
attract businesses that will see the hundreds
of volleyball players who will be streaming
to Laketown as prospective customers,” said
Reynaud. “It is surely apparent to everyone
that Kenner is in need of economic development, investments and new jobs. I think that
Laketown has the potential to attract investments and create new jobs.”
Constituents can reach Councilman
Reynaud at his council office at kreynaud@
kenner.la.us or 468-7249 or on his cell at
415-1494.
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Federal law protects you from
being forced to take your car
to the dealer for maintenance

13

A/C not working?
Summer Savings!

By Scott Zimmerman

When buying a new car the owner might not be
familiar with what the car maintenance schedule is
or may not be knowledgeable about what schedule is
recommended by their automobile manufacturers for
maintenance and service. In fact most new car owners are also misinformed about who can perform the
scheduled maintenance and services. Most owners
are under the impression that they must take their
car back to the place of purchase or to a dealer of the
car’s manufacturer. This is not true. As a matter of fact,
federal law protects you from being forced to take your
car to the dealer for routine scheduled maintenance
work. The 1975 Magnusen-Moss Act prohibits new car
dealers from implying or denying warranty service because routine scheduled maintenance was performed
at an independent repair facility.
Whenever a new vehicle is purchased it has a
manufacturer’s automotive maintenance schedule
and recommendations as to what has to be done at
each mileage milestone. Your vehicle needs to be serviced at regular intervals as scheduled maintenance is
essential to keeping your car road worthy, saving you
time and money in the long run by keeping your car
from breaking down when you aren’t expecting it.
Car regular maintenance schedules list checks
and services that need to be done every three months,
every six months and every 12 months.
Every three months, or 3,000 to 5,000 miles, an
oil change needs to be done as well as coolant, power
steering and brake fluid levels checked.
At six months, or 6,000 to 10,000 miles, in addition to everything in the three month schedule, you
need to rotate your car’s tires, do a tire depth check,
inspect the brakes, check the spark plug wires and
replace the wiper blades.
At 12 months, or around 15,000 to 20,000 miles,
it’s time to replace the air filter and balance the tires.
In addition to all of the above three and six month
maintenance procedures, it’s time to service the battery, check the air conditioning system and heater operation and, if equipped, replace the A/C pollen filter.
Your car’s manufacturer will have a manu-

facturer’s recommended service and maintenance
schedule that lists things that need to be done over
longer periods of time but are just as vital to your car’s
maintenance.
For example, at 40,000 miles Volkswagen Jetta’s
require all of the one year maintenance plus replacing the spark plugs, inspecting the brake linings, the
CV Joints, exhaust system, front suspension, tie rod
ends and boot seals for cracks or leaks and all parts for
damage, wear, improper looseness or end play and to
do necessary repairs or replacements based on those
inspections.
There are procedures and checks that your car
needs at varying intervals as your vehicle ages such as
20,000, 30,000 and 40,000 miles and so on. Depending
on your car’s manufacturer, these procedures and inspections will probably differ slightly in the timing of
the scheduled intervals for the maintenance but in order to properly maintain your auto, they must be done.
If you are purchasing a used car, it is a good idea
to have it inspected either before or immediately after the sale. A qualified shop can inspect the vehicle
and give you some recommendations on what kind
of schedule service is due or needed in the future.
Once your car starts getting 80,000 to 100,000 miles it
may need the timing belt and water pump replaced if
equipped. The transmission fluid and filter may need
servicing around the same time.
The important thing to remember is not to wait
until your car or truck starts making a funny noise,
vibration or a funny light comes on the instrument
cluster that you have never seen before bringing it in
to the shop. By bringing it in for regular maintenance
services you can save a lot of time and money just by
having it inspected and serviced on a timely basis.
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Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.
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Police

Gift cards for any occasion.

Eighth KPD P.O.S.T. Academy class to graduate
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway announced
that the Kenner Police Department’s eighth Peace
Officer Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.) Academy
class will graduate on Friday, June 8, at 10:00 a.m.
at the Rivertown Exhibition Hall, located at 415 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The academy began on
February 27, 2012. Graduating officers are Justin
Encar, Jeffrey Fitzmorris, John Frumveller, Benjamin
Lenfant, Ricky Pabst, Teri Pritchett, Christina Santos
and Joshua Scheele (East Jefferson Levee District
Police).
Applicants accepted into the academy have successfully completed a complex and stringent hiring
process, which includes passing an extensive background investigation, psychological exams, physical
fitness assessment and final selection through an oral
administrative review board process.

Students in the academy must abide by strict
codes of discipline while they receive over 500 hours
of training in various aspects of police work, such as
legal issues, first aid, firearms, investigations, traffic
services, patrol practices, report writing, community
relations, self-defense tactics, physical training and
defensive driving. P.O.S.T. requires a minimum of 360
hours of instruction.
Upon graduation, officers will be P.O.S.T. certified, meaning that they have taken and passed the
P.O.S.T. exam and have sufficiently completed the
basic training requirements. Louisiana law requires
all police officers to be P.O.S.T. certified within one
year of being hired. Upon completing the basic
academy, new Kenner Police Officers must also successfully complete a 15-week field training program,
working with a veteran police officer in the KPD
Patrol Division.
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Julia and Linda and me
By Ed Clancy
Every so often I
find myself thinking,
“Whatever happened to
Julia and Linda?” After
34 years I still have no
idea. But, for a few days
in August of 1978, Julia and Linda were rather famous
as the two sisters who finally reunited after 27 years.
And it was all because of little ol’ me.
It all started for me when I was working as the
news director of radio station WGSO AM 1280 in New
Orleans. I pulled a news story from the UPI wire machine and read it on the air. It was about a 30-year-old

woman in Portland, Maine by the name of Linda Burleigh, who, all of her life, had been told her father was
dead. Her mother had put her up for adoption when
she was four years old and she grew up with her adoptive parents. She seemed to remember briefly seeing
a little girl who was two at the time. That little girl was
her sister, Julia. For her part, Julia Barone of Baton
Rouge believed all her life what her mother had told
her when she was little, – that her older sister, Linda,
had been killed in a car accident.
Up in Maine, Linda decided to start looking for
her birth parents after her adopted father finally told
her the truth.

YOU COULD WIN
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NOW - JUNE 30
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS • 12PM - 2AM
CHOOSE A CARD AND REVEAL YOUR
CASH PRIZE!
3 WINNERS PER DAY!

“In 1974, he showed me the real adoption papers,”
said Linda, in an interview with a Portland, Maine
newspaper, “and he told me that my real father was
not dead at all.”
In 1978, her husband, Roger, a CB radio buff,
was on the air with a man in Tennessee, and Linda
knew that her real father had lived in that state. She
grabbed the microphone from Roger and asked the
man if he had ever heard of Sardis, Tennessee. The
man said, “I’m sitting right in the middle of it.”
“He asked me what my father’s name was,” said
Linda, “and I told him it was Adam Brown and I asked
if he knew him. And he said, ‘Yes, I see him every day.’”
The CBer got in touch with Linda’s father and she and
Adam began writing each other.
Shortly thereafter, in Baton Rouge, Julia got a
call from her mother saying that her grandfather had
just talked to Linda. Julia was confused to put it mildly. “People don’t talk to dead people,” she said. Her
mother finally confessed, “Linda’s not dead.”
Julia later said she kind of figured over the years
that something wasn’t right when she never got a
straight answer as to where her sister was buried. It
didn’t take being hit by a ton of bricks for Julia to see
that her sister could very well be alive.
That’s where yours truly comes in.
When the story hit the newswires, I decided that
I needed to get these two ladies together on the air
with me, especially since it was definitely a Louisiana story. So, I wound up interviewing both of them
by phone, at first separately, and then together in a
conference call. The story, which had received moderate attention up to that point, just took off. For whatever reason, this was now a WGSO story. I was rather
surprised that after all the phone and mail contact
these ladies had had with each other, they still had
not met in person. So I opened my big mouth and said,
“Linda, how would you like WGSO to fly you down here
to New Orleans to see Julia?” It’s my recollection after
all these years that they both erupted in laughter and
tears. At least that’s how I remember it. (The tapes of
those interviews are still in existence, but I haven’t
located them yet.)
Whatever the case, I now had to convince my
boss to pay for Linda’s airfare to New Orleans. Julia
and her husband could easily drive from Baton Rouge.

Not only did WGSO buy plane tickets for Linda
and her husband, but the Royal Sonesta set all four of
them up with a weekend in the French Quarter at the
hotel, along with a cruise down the Mississippi on the
Steamboat Natchez.
Everything was in place. Now all we had to do
was wait for the day when Linda would fly into New
Orleans International Airport. That day was August 11,
1978, and WGSO made sure to promote the big day in a
big way. I was as nervous as a long-tailed cat in a roomful of rocking chairs. As I recall, I met Julia and her
husband at the airport to await Linda’s flight. It may
not have been that way because everything was happening at the same time and I was in rather a state of
fogginess when it finally happened. But I know it did
happen because, in front of me as I write this a copy of
the Times-Picayune, dated Saturday, August 12, 1978,
is staring me in the face, with a huge picture on the
front page showing Julia and Linda rushing toward
each others’ arms as I look on with a very self-satisfied
smile on my face, smack in the middle of the picture. I
do remember it was all smiles and laughter and tears
and confusion, with TV cameras, radio microphones
and newspaper flashbulbs from New Orleans, Baton
Rouge and even Gulfport.
Everything after that wild weekend is pretty
much a blur to me now. I am only guessing that I had
the girls back on the radio after they had returned to
their homes and had a chance to absorb the fact that
they had a family they didn’t know existed.
I regret to say I never really kept track of them.
They were both really nice people but one never
knows how people will relate to each other once
the excitement is over. I really would like to know
what happened to them. I have searched for both
of them online, but only have a couple of tentative
leads to Linda and none to Julia. So, I am asking
you, constant reader, if you happen to know anything about these two ladies, (who would be in their
sixties today if they are still living), to please get in
touch with me at my email address, edclancy2@aol.
com. I sure would like
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
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Ochsner only hospital in Louisiana utilizing
robotic fluorescence imaging for kidney
tumors
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Ochsner Medical Center is the first and only
hospital in Louisiana utilizing Near-Infrared Fluorescence (NIRF) Guidance for the daVinci Si robotic surgical system to spare kidney tissue during cancerous
tumor removal. Only a small group of hospitals in the
country have this technology, also known as “Firefly.”
Fluorescence imaging offers real-time, imageguided identification of key anatomical landmarks
using near-infrared technology, allowing surgeons to
see and assess anatomy better than the naked eye. By
injecting a green dye called indocyanine green (ICG)
that is activated by near-infrared light, surgeons can
more precisely differentiate between malignant and
normal tissue during surgery.
Dr. Stephen F. Bardot, chairman of the department of urology at Ochsner Medical Center, is now us-

ing Firefly during kidney-sparing surgeries for patients
with kidney cancer.
“Firefly improves our ability to be more exact in
getting out the tumor and tissue we need to get out
while preserving healthy tissue,” says Dr. Bardot.
Sparing kidney tissue is important because studies show that patients who have their entire kidney
removed are more likely to suffer from chronic kidney
disease (CKD) after surgery compared to patients who
receive a kidney sparing partial nephrectomy.
Dr. Bardot says Ochsner is investigating the Firefly application in prostate cancer treatment as well.
For more information call Ochsner Urology Physician Liaison Jeannine Clutter at 842-5263 or visit
www.ochsner.org/firefly.
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Benson, Brees, Deuce,
Gleason, Payton making news
By Ken Trahan
Much to the relief of players, coaches, administrators,
fans and even media
members, the New Orleans Saints returned to the
field to begin Organized Team Activities (OTAs) on
May 22. Given the tumultuous off-season, getting
the “story” back on the field is welcome to all.
The time elapsed between the Saints losing at
San Francisco 36-32 in the NFC playoffs on January
14 and the start of OTAs was arguably the most difficult in franchise history though the time between
August 31, 2005 and September 25, 2006 was harrowing.
We have learned all about bounties, Sean
Pamphilon, Gregg Williams, alleged deception,
eavesdropping and the dictatorship that is Roger
Goodell. Fines, suspensions and the docking of
significant draft choices resulted in the harshest
fashion imaginable.
Losing Sean Payton for the season, losing
Mickey Loomis and Joe Vitt for significant periods
of time and losing Jonathan Vilma and Will Smith
to suspensions stung. Listening to criticism rain
down like gravy on rice has been difficult for everyone. Hearing the narrow-minded, ill-conceived
critics claim that the Super Bowl XLIV victory is
somehow tarnished has been ridiculous.
Some find it ridiculous that Drew Brees remains unsigned to a long-term contract. Given the
time element elapsed, that is fully understandable.
More than ever, the Saints need to get Brees taken
care of.
That said, there are two sides to every story.
How much does Brees want? How much does he
want up front? Is Tom Condon being reasonable?
Does he have a poison pill in the deal preventing an
agreement from occurring?
As I have maintained all along, a deal will get
done prior to the start of the season. I believe it and
Tom Benson promised it would be done.
Benson did so while speaking at the announcement of his election to the Saints Hall of
Fame for the class of 2012. Benson’s election is special. The media selection committee of the Saints
Hall of Fame had to waive its rules to elect the
owner and president of the franchise.
Bylaws state that a person can only be eligible for induction if he or she is out of the Saints
organization for three years. Clearly, that does not
apply to Benson. The committee voted for just the
second time in the 25-year history of the Hall of
Fame to waive the three-year wait. The other time
it occurred was with former General Manager Jim
Finks in 1994.
Benson deserves the honor. He stepped up to
prevent his hometown team from possibly departing New Orleans for Jacksonville by purchasing the
team from John Mecom in 1985. He built a winner
quickly under Finks and Jim Mora for the first time
in franchise history.
Under Benson, the Saints have made nine
playoff appearances, won four division titles,
reached an NFC championship game and won a
Super Bowl.
Though he lost his way following Hurricane
Katrina and flirted with the idea of relocating the
team to San Antonio, he got back on track and has
only enhanced his stature and commitment to both
the team and the community.
Benson will be joined by Deuce McAllister

with induction into the Saints Hall of Fame.
McAllister (2001-2008) is the leading rusher
in franchise history and the all-time leader in
touchdowns. He was an All-Pro twice and a twotime Pro Bowl participant. The team thought so
much of Deuce that he was signed prior to the playoff game with Arizona following the 2009 season
to lead the team on the field. It was an emotional
moment for McAllister, who remains wildly popular
with Saints fans.
Long-time New Orleans television sports
broadcaster and Saints radio play-by-play voice
Jim Henderson will receive the Joe Gemelli Fleur
de Lis award, symbolic of his huge contributions to
the Saints over a career spent in New Orleans.
Henderson began his tenure at WWL-TV in
1978 and worked at the station until his retirement
on January 31, 2012. He started working on New
Orleans Saints radio broadcasts in 1982 as a color
analyst and became the play-by-play voice in 1986
and remains in that capacity today on WWL Radio
and the Saints Radio Network.
The award is named in honor of Joe Gemelli,
who was widely regarded to be the biggest Saints
fan ever.
A special honor was reserved for former
Saints safety Steve Gleason.
An underdog who battled to make it to the
NFL and then to retain his roster spot for seven seasons (2000-2006), Gleason will be honored with the
establishment of a legacy gallery at the museum in
the name of Gleason, who becomes the first former
New Orleans Saints player to be honored outside
of Hall of Fame inductees. Gleason’s contributions
to the team and the New Orleans community as a
whole are the reasons for the honor. Gleason is in
a battle for his life, fighting the growing effects of
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).
Meanwhile, Sean Payton has been sharpening his golf game, playing in three different PGA
Tour event Pro-Ams in the last month. While he
enjoys golf, he is not enjoying his time away from
the Saints.
Payton spoke at the Jefferson Parish Prayer
Breakfast on May 24 at the Best Western Landmark
Hotel in Metairie. He received a standing ovation
and was an enthusiastic participant, introducing
keynote speaker Curtis Johnson, the new head
football coach at Tulane. Johnson worked as Payton’s wide receivers coach with the Saints from
2006-2011.
Payton is spending quality time with his family. He plans to enter into the media business while
serving his suspension. Look for him to possibly
join the cast of “Inside the NFL” on Showtime with
Phil Simms, Cris Collinsworth and James Brown.
Under the terms of his suspension, Payton is
prohibited from having contact with any member
of the Saints organization. He must report even being in the company of anyone in the organization.
Frankly, those terms are ludicrous. It is one thing
to suspend him from coaching without pay. It is
another thing to tell him who he can talk to and
where he can go.
NFL owners and players signed off on Goodell
having the power, the autonomy he now enjoys. I
wonder if they are having second thoughts now?
Meanwhile, the team marches on without its
leader. Will Brees join them soon? Can Vitt handle the
responsibility? Will the team make the adjustment
page 16
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Real Estate

Things to consider when purchasing a home
By Linda R. Martin
There
are
many issues to evaluate when considering a home purchase,
including what you
can afford, what
type of loan best suits you, the property itself,
and once you find your dream house, how much
are you willing to pay for it.
Before starting your search for a home, you
must decide how much you can afford. Generally
speaking, it is recommended that the down payment be a minimum of five to 20 percent of the
purchase price. Additionally, two other thresholds should be considered in terms of how much
of your monthly income should be spent on housing –your total housing costs (mortgage, interest,
property taxes, insurance) should not exceed 28
percent of your income and the combination of
your housing costs and all other monthly debt

(car loans, student loans, etc) should not exceed
36 percent of your income.
There are many different types of loans
available. One of the basic decisions you’ll have
to make is whether you prefer the predictability
of a conventional loan, knowing that your payment will be the same amount each month over
the life of the loan, or whether you are comfortable with foregoing the fixed monthly payment
for an adjustable loan, where the initial interest
rate is lower and the monthly payment amount
will fluctuate periodically throughout the life of
the loan. Both conventional and adjustable loans
provide a variety of terms from which to select to
best meet your needs. A mortgage broker will be
able to provide a wealth of information on the
various options available as well as determining
whether you qualify for any government-backed
mortgage loans.
Once you have decided how much you can

afford then you must consider which areas to target for your property search that will both meet
your budget constraints and are conducive to
your lifestyle. Do you wish to live in the city with
all of its hustle and bustle, or in the suburbs, the
quiet countryside or a commuter community?
Do you want to be close enough to walk, bike or
ride the bus to your favorite destinations or is a
longer drive acceptable for you? Are high quality
school districts important to you for either your
own children or for resale purposes? How close
do you need to be to groceries, shopping, medical
services and other amenities?
Houses still have the greatest appeal and
are a good option for individuals who want a
little “elbow room.” Condominiums are frequently a good choice for those who prefer an urban
setting, perhaps travel extensively and do not
want the upkeep responsibility of a house. When
buying a condo it is critical to review the condo

bylaws and covenants as well as the annual financial statements so as to prevent surprises
later on.
Vacation properties or second homes are
also in demand, from mountain areas to the
shore, offering a wide range of recreational amenities. Many are fully ready for year-round living,
a great option.
For all your real estate needs, call a realtor
in order to have all the information necessary for
making good decisions.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors
is a local independently owned and operated
company. Visit the company website at www.
gardnerrealtors.com

Health

Warner Thomas to succeed Patrick Quinlan as CEO of Ochsner Health System
Ochsner Health System recently announced that its president and chief operating
officer, Warner Thomas, will succeed Dr. Patrick
Quinlan as the system’s chief executive officer,
effective September 1, 2012. Quinlan, who has
led Ochsner Health System since 2001, will head

the new Ochsner Center for Community Wellness and Health Policy and will continue to be
on the Ochsner Health System board of directors.
“The board carefully developed this succession plan over the past eighteen months in partnership with Dr. Quinlan and Mr. Thomas,” Jim-
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my Maurin, board chair, Ochsner Health System,
said. “The Ochsner leadership transition will
benefit the greater Gulf South communities that
Ochsner serves because it leverages each leader’s skills and passions, that of visionary operational management and a continued emphasis
on the technology and infrastructure required to
maintain clinical quality from Warner Thomas as
incoming CEO, and community wellness leadership and advocacy on a national level driven by
the expertise and personal commitment of Dr.
Patrick Quinlan.”
“The practice of medicine remains at the
core of Ochsner – it is the key to our past and
future success. I will continue my work with the
Ochsner medical group and medical leadership
to enhance the quality and scope of medicine
at Ochsner. In addition, partnerships are an important aspect in the future growth of Ochsner. I
will devote considerable time and effort to foster
these growing partnerships in this country and
abroad,” Quinlan said.
Quinlan, a longtime advocate for public
health issues, sees a great need for the new Center for Community Wellness and Health Policy.
“For the first time, a major health system will
take on the important responsibility of serving to
educate and inform people and decision makers

Warner Thomas and Patrick Quinlan
so that we are addressing health care issues at
the root cause of disease instead of simply addressing the symptoms.
“I’m deeply honored by the board’s faith and
confidence in me,” Thomas said. “As an integrated system under Dr. Quinlan, we have achieved
great success. I hope to build on that success,
together with our strong leadership team, to
further Ochsner’s mission and vision of becoming a global leader while maintaining the highest
quality healthcare in our community.”

Sports
from page 15

when Vitt begins serving his own suspension? Will Vitt
fit back in when he returns from suspension? How
much will Loomis be missed? How much will Smith
be missed? Can Vilma win his lawsuit against Goodell?
There are many questions to be answered. At
least the questions will now shift toward the field.
After all, I got into the sports media business because of love of games, of the various sports, not
to talk about contract squabbles, labor strife, the
power of commissioners and suspensions. Frankly,
I find all of this to be distasteful. Honoring the best

of the best and seeing the team back on the field is
a welcome respite.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president
and general manager of www. SportsNola.com.
Trahan is the also the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of
Fame Museum in the Louisiana Superdome,
and runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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Physical therapy – Freedom of movement,
freedom of pain
Summer Music Lessons

By Craig Goodwin
A physical therapy treatment
that began its development in the
mid 1990s and has become more
widely popular over the past five to
10 years is a treatment technique called ASTYM. ASTYM is a
physical therapy treatment that regenerates healthy soft tissues
(muscles, tendons, etc.) and eliminates or reduces unwanted
scar tissue that may be causing pain or movement restrictions.
The ASTYM system doesn’t just treat the symptoms or hide
a problem with a temporary solution. Instead, the system stimulates the body to heal properly and completely. During ASTYM
therapy you are actually encouraged to continue normal activities. You can still go to work and stay in your sport or favorite
activity without having to take time off from your life while you
heal. ASTYM treatment is clearly superior in chronic conditions
such as heel pain, elbow pain, hamstring or groin injuries, tendinopathies and post-traumatic/post-surgical scarring – even
when nothing else seems to work. It is also very effective on
sprains, strains and other acute and sub-acute soft tissue injuries.
Patients that have demonstrated excellent clinical results
when treated with the ASTYM system include those diagnosed
with lateral epicondylosis, carpal tunnel syndrome, trigger
finger, plantar fasciopathy/heel pain, Achilles tendinosis, shin

splints, patellar tendinosis, IT band syndrome, chronic hamState Certified Instructor
string strain, joint contractures, overuse injuries and pain or
loss of motion and function following surgery, trauma or overuse
Band Instruments
injury.
ASTYM is typically performed twice a week for four to five
Piano • Guitar • Bass
weeks and is done in conjunction with stretching and functional
exercise. As the soft tissue changes, pain decreases and function increases. Patients often start seeing improvement immediately. Although the ASTYM treatment uses tools and can only
3901 Williams Blvd. Suite 9, Kenner
be delivered by a certified ASTYM clinician, it is not a massage
Email: mscor1@att.net
0512_BobsPainting.pdf
1
4/15/12
9:00 PM
technique. The ASTYM system doesn’t just treat the symptoms
or hide a problem with a temporary solution. Instead, the system stimulates the body to heal properly and completely. The
Quality Work at Honest Prices!
ASTYM treatment is a system of healing and restoration, unlike
0612 Music CoOp.indd 1
5/25/12 10:10 PM
any other.

468-8255

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie
and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Government

Kenner streets to be improved with federal dollars
The city of Kenner will receive $26 of the $90
million federal “Paths to Progress” transportation
program designed to repair, restore and improve more
than 60 roadways in Orleans and Jefferson parishes.
The money will be used for resurfacing, pavement
patching, repairing curbs and installing ADA-compliant accessible ramps for the disabled. The “Paths to
Progress” program is a coordinated effort involving
the Federal Highway Administration, the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development, the
New Orleans Regional Planning Commission, Jefferson Parish and the cities of Kenner and New Orleans.
Twenty-one of the streets scheduled for repair are located in the city of Kenner. The streets
named for repairs in Kenner are listed on the
chart at right.

PathsPaths
to Progress
Kenner
Streets
to be Improved
to Progress
- Kenner
Streets

Roadway:
Loyola Drive
31st Street
31st Street
W. Esplanade
W. Esplanade
Intersection
Sal Lentini
Chateau Blvd.
Joe Yenni
Joe Yenni
Joe Yenni
Joe Yenni
Intersection
Vintage Dr.
Vintage Dr.
Vintage Dr.
Loyola Drive
Williams Blvd.
W. Metairie Ave.
Roosevelt
Roosevelt

Limits:
(3 Loyola's to W. Esplanade)
(Duncan Canal to Phoenix St.)
(Phoenix St. to Loyola Drive)
(Williams to Colorado)
(Ole Miss St. to Duncan Canal)
(Loyola Dr. and W. Esplanade)
(Joe Yenni Blvd to Vintage)
(Vintage to Chateau Dulac)
(Williams Blvd to Duncan Canal)
(Rhine Dr. to Sal Lentini)
(Duncan Canal to Roystonea Dr.)
(Roystonea Dr. to Rhine Drive)
(Vintage Dr. and Loyola Dr.)
(Duncan Canal to Chateau Blvd EB)
(Duncan Canal to Chateau Blvd WB)
(Chateau Blvd. to Parish Line)
(Vintage to W. Esplanade)
(Airline to 3rd Street)
(Williams to City Limit)
(Airline Dr. to W. Metairie)
(W. Metairie to Veterans)

Why Call Us?

NO MONEY DOWN

Father & Son Painters
Over 30 Yrs. Experience

Interior • Exterior
• Licensed
Residential & Commercial
• Pressure Washing
• Insured
• Sheetrock Repair
• On Time
• Carpentry
• Free Estimates • General Repairs

305-5527

No Job Too Big
Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
or Too Small
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Roofing
Re-Screening
• Patio Covers••Screen
Carports Rooms
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

Windows Re-Screening • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures
Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE ESTIMATES

tripleFREE ESTIMATES
triple

CONSTRUCTION, CO.

triple

2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA

Licensed & InsuredCO.
CONSTRUCTION,
CONSTRUCTION, CO.
www.bbbconstruction.com

Ave. • Kenner, LA
Jefferson Parish Libraries kick off summer reading program 2158 Kenner
Licensed & Insured

2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA

Licensed & Insured
www.bbbconstruction.com

Jefferson Parish Library is getting ready for their summer
goal (10 books for children, five books for teens) and continue www.bbbconstruction.com
reading program which is designed to encourage library users
to earn prizes the more they read, culminating in the chance
to read during the summer by offering rewards to children and
to win Barnes and Noble Gift Cards, an iPad2, Nintendo DS or
teens for completing books.
Leapfrog LeapPad Explorer. Again this year will be the “Library
The summer reading program is open to young people, from
Champion” yard sign program. Readers who reach their first
birth through young adult, with programs, prize drawings, story
reading goal will receive a sign for their front yards that reads
hours, reading clubs and more. Register at any Jefferson Parish “A Library Champion Lives Here” with their choice of a special
Library, online at www.jefferson.lib.la.us or call 838-1100 for “Dream Big 2012” label.
more information. All programs are free of charge.
Throughout the summer reading program, which runs from
Continuing with a fun tradition, Jefferson Parish Library June 1 until August 4, every branch of Jefferson Parish Library
will have special events with performers and community eduwill throw its third annual “Librarypalooza” kickoff party at the
cators.
The events include popular storytellers and musicians
two regional libraries (East Bank Regional and West Bank Re(Johnette
Downing, Kevin Roth, Phil Melancon, Howard Pink
gional) on Saturday, June 2, from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. The
and
more),
the Audubon Zoo’s Zoomobile, Bugmobile, Wetlands
East Bank event will include a performance by popular awardExpress
and
AquaVan, magicians Irwin Royes, Glen Ghiradi and
winning storyteller and musician Johnette Downing. At the
Steve
Reynolds.
Jane O’Brien Chatelain Westbank Regional, Librarypalooza will
For more information visit www.jefferson.lib.la.us or
take on a medieval theme with a Renaissance Fair put on by the
4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
contact
Daniel Gitlin, information specialist, at 849-8826.
Barony of Axemoor SCA.
Children and teens will earn a summer reading t-shirt
(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
or a book of their choice when they reach their first reading

Complete
Pest & Termite Control
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Credit scores
By Guy Williams
What are credit scores and why
do they matter?
In the 1980s
some statisticians
at the Fair Isaac
Corporation discovered that by looking at a
number of credit indicators they could very
accurately predict how well groups of people
would repay their loans. They used models
that looked at groups of consumers with similar credit profiles. These models turned out to
be very accurate predictors of repayment ability for groups of people. The key word here is
groups. No one knows how well any one person
will pay but the models work well for groups.
You may well pay all of your loans as agreed but
if your credit profile puts you into a bad group,
you will have problems with lenders.
The result of this research was that first
big credit card issuers, then mortgage lenders
and finally the whole financial world began to
use credit scores to predict borrower payment

ability.
Credit scores range from 300 to 850. Higher scores are better than lower scores. The
exact formula is a secret but approximately
35 percent of the score is based upon payment history, 30 percent on the ratio of debt
to credit outstanding, 15 percent is based upon
how long the consumer has had credit, 10 percent is based upon the number of inquiries and
the final 10 percent is based upon the type of
credit that the borrower has.
Since the credit crisis began, credit scores
are being considered even more carefully by
lenders and standards have been raised. Borrowers with subprime scores are having a very
hard time getting credit and when they do get
credit, they pay higher rates of interest.
The average score in the US is 693. The
average score in Louisiana is 647. We may have
been letting the good times roll a little too
much.
Generally lenders consider scores below
649 to be subprime. Of all Americans 35 per-

cent have subprime credit. For the most part
these folks will not be able to get a mortgage
loan and will pay higher rates for other types of
credit. Prime scores are between 651 and 749.
About 57 percent of all Americans have prime
credit scores. Scores above 750 are very good.
Scores at these levels would mean that the borrowers would get premium pricing on all credit
products. Only seven percent of the population
gets this type of treatment.
Having a good credit score is important
for a number of reasons. The first is that you
need a good score to get a home loan or in
many cases to even rent an apartment at a
nice place. If you have a low score you may
still get credit offers but you won’t get the best
rates. Also for special offers, many companies
limit those only to their best customers as determined by credit scores. You literally won’t
know what you are missing.
You can get one free report annually by
either calling the Federal Trade Commission
at 877 322 8228 or by visiting www.annualcre-

ditreport.com.
If your score is low, don’t despair, you can
fix it and you don’t need to pay someone to
help. The first step is to get caught up on your
payments. Once caught up, stay current. The
next step is to reduce debt so your ratio of debt
to available balance will improve. You should
also not apply for any new credit for at least six
months and in the meantime payoff any “bad”
lenders such as payday lenders or pawn shops.
If you would like free help to get your
credit score you can visit one of your local community banks. They want to help you with your
credit needs including improving your credit
score.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

Latin American News
Preparing for emergencies
By Rafael E. Saddy
We are into hurricane season as of
June 1 but we must
prepare for any kind
of emergency at any
given time. In an effort to assist the Hispanic community, listed below are several of the key organizations that offer
bilingual services or can refer you to the appropriate organization for assistance.
American Red Cross – 620-3105 – Nation’s
premier emergency response organization.
Attorney General State Office – 225-326-

6386 – Consumer complaints, crime, health issues, charities and more.
Hispanic Apostolate at 457-3462 – Provides many bilingual social services to Hispanics
and other immigrants in the New Orleans area.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (HCCL)
– 885-4262 – HCCL has recognized the new challenges that face Hispanics who have moved into
the region and are predominantly engaged in rebuilding the area.
Jefferson Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) – 833-1881 – Is an independent, yet complementary arm of Jefferson Parish

government with the main objective of attracting,
growing and creating new business in our area.
Kenner Emergency Preparedness – 4712100.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – at
469-2570 – The city of Kenner is the first community in the state of Louisiana to create a resource
center for its rapidly growing Hispanic population. The center offers various programs as well
as access to information and referrals for all sorts
of issues.
Jefferson Parish Emergency Management – 349-5360.
Latin American Civic Association – – 4644619 or 466-1483 – Assists the Hispanic community with referrals to programs already in place. If
a program is needed in the Hispanic community
and no one offers it, LACAL will work with businesses, agencies and the community to develop
the program.
Louisiana state agency contact information – Louisiana Department of Transportation 225-379-1232, Louisiana State Police Road
Closure 1-800-469-74828 and Governor’s Office of
Homeland Security 1-800-469-4828.
New Orleans Parish Emergency Preparedness – Dial 311 or 1-877-286-6431.
Small Business Administration (SBA)
– 1-800-659-2955 – Committed to helping small
businesses and working closely with a wide range
of lending partners across the country.
Unidad Hispanoamericana – 834-2020 –
Founded more than 19 years ago with the vision
of preserving the Hispanic culture and celebrating and sharing the values and beliefs of the various Latin American countries. The organization
is composed of representatives of Latin American and Caribbean social organizations and individuals.
Community announcements
June 19 – Latin Council general meeting

and discussion on issues affecting the Hispanic
communities. For information call 296-3976.
June 22 – Latin American Civic Organization of Louisiana (LACAL) meeting and planning
of Kenner Hispanic Summer Fest July 14. For information call 296-3976.
June 23 – Father’s Day celebration, New
Orleans Sheraton Hotel from 9:00 p.m. to 2:00
a.m., Hector “El Torito” Acosta performs live. For
information call 464-0747.
June 27 – City of Kenner, KPBA and LACAL will meet from 6:00 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Kenner
City Park Pavilion to share and experience the
diversity of Kenner’s small businesses. Keynote
speaker is Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni. For
information call 780-8299 or 985-860-2405.
June 28 – Unidad Hispanoamericana summer events planning meeting. For information
call 466-1483.
July 14 – Celebración Hispana de Kenner in
collaboration with Gala Music and sponsors, honoring the rich and diverse Hispanic legacy, will
celebrate the second Kenner Hispanic Summer
Fest 2012 from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at Kenner’s
Laketown with colorful activities which include
events for the whole family with Latin food, live
music, dances and crafts. For information call
467-1453, 464-4619 or 466-1483.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on
the K-TV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought. “It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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Vinyl window maintenance
By Dan Dormady
In a previous
column, the process
for replacing windows
was detailed. Here are
some tips on how to
perform the proper
cleaning and maintenance on new vinyl windows to
keep them looking good for a very long time.
If any tape or labels on the glass part of the
window did not come off completely use an alcoholbased cleaner for removal and make sure you thoroughly wet and rinse with plain water.
Ammonia-based glass cleaners or regular
glass cleaners should only be used to clean the
glass. Refrain from using any solvents, paint removers or sharp objects to clean your windows and
patio doors. The PVC (vinyl) product parts should
be cleaned with mild soap and water. In the event
heavier cleaning is needed, use commercially advertised household cleaners that are non-abrasive,
but use them carefully.
If your windows have condensation on the
inside that can’t be cleaned you should contact
your manufacturer as the manufacturer’s warranty
should cover replacement of the window when condensation is visible between the glass panes, a good
indicator that the seal has been broken and the
glass pack has to be replaced.
Mildew can become a problem when humidity
is too high over a long period of time and it should
be removed with an appropriate cleaner or mildew
controller.
Vinyl windows are solid in color throughout
making painting and varnishing a thing of the past.

So, if you paint or varnish your vinyl windows you
will probably void your warranty.
Keep in mind the tracks of sliding and doublehung windows are exposed to the outside environment and abrasive elements such as dirt, leaves,
sand, grease and soot can settle in them. If these
items are not removed they can cause problems
in the vinyl tracks when opening and closing. It is
recommended to clean the tracks at least twice a
year using a small, stiff nylon brush for cleaning
and a soft cloth to wipe them down. If needed use
silicone spray lubricant on the tracks of the sliding
window and on the balance shoe track of a doublehung vinyl window. This will keep the operation of
the vinyl window smooth without leaving oily residues that tend to collect more abrasive elements.
There are a few additional “do’s” to know. Do
use both hands to hold the window when tilting
inward for cleaning. Do always support the inward
tilted windows when they are in the cleaning position. Do make sure that the tilt latches are fully engaged after you are done cleaning before bringing
the window to its original position. Do make sure
the top window (double-hung) has moved all the
way up before trying to lock the window.
There are a few additional “don’ts” such as
don’t put the latch in the locked position until your
windows are completely closed. Then it is safe to
move the latch to the locked position. You can damage the keeper when trying to close the window
while the latch is in the locked position. Don’t try
to remove the windows on a double-hung vinyl window. Don’t use the WD40 product or other oil-based
lubricants as they only attract dirt. Only use silicon

spray for lubrication. Don’t leave the center section of a swing and clean sliding vinyl window open
without the proper support or you will risk damaging the functionality of your window. Don’t try to
move the sliding window sash of a swing and clean
when the pivot hardware is locked. Don’t use cleaners that are abrasive to clean the vinyl or the glass
of the window. Don’t use any solvents to clean the
vinyl part of the window. Don’t use a high-pressure
hose to clean the outside of a vinyl window. Don’t
forget to add enough support to your vinyl window
when installing a window air conditioning unit.
And again, don’t paint vinyl windows as this will

void all parts of your window warranty.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady
Engineers, a locally owned consulting
engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection
services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999,
P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 700113565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is
www.criterium-dormady.com.

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
MonThly luncheon
Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Guest Speaker: James D. Garvey, Jr.
BeSe Board Member & Secretary-Treasure

Topic: Legislative update on
Gov. Jindal’s Education
Reform Package
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz
to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

reservations@kpba.biz

chateau Golf & country club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner
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June KPBA meeting features speaker
Bruce S. Wilkinson
Bruce S. Wilkinson, president and chief leadership officer of Wilkinson Seminars and Presentations will be the speaker at the Kenner Professional
Business Association’s monthly luncheon meeting
on Tuesday, June 19, 2012. Wilkinson will speak
on motivating, leading, selling and serving today’s
multi-generational customers and employees. “Today’s customers and employees are more diverse
and multi-generational than ever before and business professionals need to know the difference between the how, what, why and why not if they’re going to motivate them, lead them, sell them or serve
them,” said Wilkinson.
Wilkinson said he is a leadership, communication, culture implementation specialist, professional keynote speaker, trainer and consultant who
reinforces personalized messages with humor, passion, enthusiasm and authenticity and his mission
is to help organizations translate their culture into
a workplace climate that inspires excellence, service and accountability. Wilkinson was a two-term
elected member of the board of directors of the
National Speakers Association and is one of fewer
than 800 people worldwide to earn the prestigious
Certified Speaking Professional (CSP) designation.
As president and chief leadership officer of
Workplace Consultants, Inc. and Wilkinson Seminars and Presentations, he has presented in all
50 states, delivering keynotes and training pro-

Bruce S. Wilkinson
grams for over twenty-six years to clients such as
Coca Cola, Office Depot, Burger King, KFC, Sonic
Drive-In, Wrigley, Frito-Lay, Cox Communications,
Ochnser, Kellogg’s, the Department of Defense,
NASA, Louisiana State University, Miller Brewing,
Anheuser-Busch, Samuel Adams and Jack Daniel’s.
The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and
Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard
in Kenner. Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and
lunch starts at noon. Reservations are required to
attend and can be emailed to reservations@kpba.
biz. The KPBA club is a community-based networking organization for men and women. For more information about attending the KPBA meetings or
joining the club visit www.kpba.biz.

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065
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1941 Plymouth World War II general’s car restoration project needs donations
By Allan Katz

Currently under restoration for display in the Naval Museum in Veterans Park is a
1941 Plymouth used by a World War II general. Private donations are needed to
fund the project.

A 1941 Plymouth that was reserved for use by a World War II
general is being restored and will soon take its place in Veterans
Park behind Kenner’s City Hall on Williams Boulevard. However,
private funds are needed to complete the restoration as no public funds are budgeted for the project.
The Plymouth will join an F-14 Tomcat fighter jet, an A-4
Skyhawk fighter jet, a U.S. Navy patrol boat and two artillery
cannons in Veterans Park. The hope is for the Plymouth to be
ready in time for the annual Veterans Day ceremonies in the
park in November 2012. A Memorial Day celebration at Veterans
Park, this year on May 24, is also held annually to recognize the
service and sacrifice of veterans.
The Kenner Naval Museum, a Louisiana Chartered Museum
established in 1992, is operated by a commission of nine members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the state legis-

lature. The commission is actively seeking donations to continue
its mission. Kenner resident Claude Todaro is the commission
chairman.
Stan Benoit, who is a member of the commission, says they
have plans to also acquire a military helicopter and hope to get
funds to construct a building to house smaller relics. The exhibits are maintained by the commission and the park is maintained by the city of Kenner.
“We think that Veterans Park is a great place for families
where children and grandchildren can learn about the wars
of the United States and the equipment that was used by our
armed forces,” said Benoit.
To make a donation to the Kenner Naval Museum contact
Benoit at 382-5006 or Todaro at 487-8110.

Health

Ochsner receives $3.867 million health care innovation award for comprehensive stroke care model
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius today announced that Ochsner Clinic Foundation is one of 26 organizations receiving a Health Care Innovation Award. The awards, which were made possible by the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, are funding up to

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family
tradition that
We ar efuneral
a locallyhome
owned,continuing
independentlyaoperated,
has endured for 125 years! And we believe that
family
funeral home continuing a tradition that has
makes a great difference in the care, service and
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
value your family receives. If you ever have a
great
dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your
question or would like more information
family receives.
you ever
haveora question
feelIffree
to call
stop by.or would

like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

www.muhleisen.com
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$1 billion in grants to applicants who will implement the most
compelling new ideas to deliver better health, improved care
and lower costs to people enrolled in Medicare, Medicaid and
Children’s Health Insurance Programs.
Utilizing the Innovation Award, Ochsner will focus on better serving almost 1,000 acute stroke patients in Jefferson and
St. Tammany parishes by employing two telemedicine enabled
concepts called “Stroke Central” and “Stroke Mobile.” These
systems will enable care providers to monitor patients, evaluate
outcomes and check on medication and treatment adherence
on a real-time basis both in the hospital and in the home. The
program will continue to monitor patients over a 12-month period resulting in improved quality of life, improved acute stroke
management and reduced complications. The Comprehensive
Stroke Care Model is estimated to save almost $5 million over
the next three years. Ochsner, which is ranked by HealthGrades
as the number one stroke program in Louisiana, currently provides telestroke services for 14 community hospitals treating
over 1,200 patients.
“This is a win for the people of Louisiana,” said Warner
Thomas, president and chief operating officer of Ochsner
Health System. “This is an opportunity for even better care to
patients who have suffered strokes. It also is an example how
Ochsner can combine its most valuable resources in clinical
care with our expertise in research, to bring funding for such
an important project.”
Preliminary awardees were chosen not only for their in-

novative solutions to the health care challenges facing their
communities, but also for their focus on creating a well-trained
health care workforce that is equipped to meet the need for new
jobs in the 21st century health system. The U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics projects the health care and social assistance sector
will gain the most jobs between now and 2020.
The first batch of awardees’ projects include collaborations
of leading hospitals, doctors, nurses, pharmacists, technology
innovators, community-based organizations and patients’ advocacy groups, among others, located in urban and rural areas
that will begin work this year to address health care issues in
local communities. This initiative allows applicants to come up
with their best ideas to test how we can quickly and efficiently
improve the quality and affordability of health care.
“We can’t wait to support innovative projects that will save
money and make our health care system stronger,” said Secretary Sebelius. “It’s yet another way we are supporting local communities now in their efforts to provide better care and lower
costs.”
The awards total $122.6 million. CMS’ Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Innovation is administering these awards through
cooperative agreements over three years. To learn more about
the 26 projects, visit www.innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/
innovation-awards/project-profiles.html. To learn more about
other innovative models being tested by the CMS Innovation
Center visit www.innovation.cms.gov.

Ochsner named one of nation’s best hospitals
Ochsner Medical Center has been named one of the nation’s “100 Great Hospitals” by Becker’s Hospital Review. Michael Hulefeld, chief executive officer of Ochsner Medical
Center, was also honored as one of the “100 Leaders of Great
Hospitals.”
According to Becker’s Hospital Review each of the hospitals selected has contributed to the history of American
healthcare achieving notable accomplishments in 2011.The list
includes a variety of organizations that serve as anchors of wellness in their local communities. Ochsner Medical Center is the
only hospital in the Gulf Coast region to receive these awards.
The honorees of the “100 Leaders of the Great Hospitals”
include presidents, chief executive officers and directors who
have emphasized organizational excellence, patient safety,
quality service, financial savvy and an appropriate management
demeanor, all of which are vital as the healthcare industry continues to transition.
“It is an honor for Ochsner to be included in such a prestigious group of respected and influential institutions,” said Hulefeld. “This award is a collaborative effort from our entire staff
and emphasizes our commitment to providing quality health-

4/26/12 11:08 PM

care to our patients.”
The Becker’s Hospital Review editorial team analyzed,
scored and weighted data from outside sources on factors including patient safety, clinical outcomes and reputation. After
examining these national rankings, the editorial team performed additional research and sought insight from industry
sources before determining final selections. The list covers a
wide spectrum, from well-known academic medical centers to
less widely recognized community hospitals. Hospitals do not
and cannot pay to be included on this list.
These accolades are the latest in a string of awards in 2012
for Ochsner Health System. For the third year in a row, Ochsner
Medical Center was named Thomson Reuters 100 Top Hospitals
National Benchmark Study winner and Top 15 Major Teaching
Hospitals in the nation. Additionally, Ochsner Health System
was a recipient of the Everest Award and Ochsner Medical
Center and Ochsner Medical Center-West Bank Campus were
recognized as “Distinguished Hospitals for Clinical Excellence”
by HealthGrades.
For more details view a full list of the 100 great hospitals
and leaders in America at www.beckershospitalreview.com.
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Gransberry named Kenner
employee of the month
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By Allan Katz

Loyola and I-10
from page 1

Councilman Kent Denapolis.
“I’ve been trying to get this done since 2004,” said
Denapolis. Eighty percent of the $793,763 project cost
is being paid with federal funds with the city of Kenner putting up a 20 percent match. Command Construction Industries, LLC is the project contractor.
The new road construction will make Loyola
southbound a five-lane roadway with a new turning
lane onto westbound I-10, two through lanes for traffic headed towards Veterans Memorial Boulevard
and two turning lanes entering I-10 eastbound.
The major part of the project, the new turning
lane, will begin about 200 feet north of the I-10 onramp. The project also includes sidewalk and traffic
signal improvements and a U-turn in the median
just north of I-10 for traffic to flow to the east side
of Loyola Drive.
Kenner Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez
said, “We haven’t been able to do this project as

Space-Science complex which also includes the existing Space Station, a full-sized mock up of NASA’s
International Space Station and a one-of-a-kind exhibit. Both are open to the public on Saturdays from
11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. and are available for group
tours on Tuesdays through Fridays by appointment.
Tickets should be purchased at the Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema, located on 2020
Fourth Street.
The Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome
Cinema, a major 50-foot domed screen theater also
located in Rivertown, offers sky shows, large format
film showings and laser shows on scheduled times
on Saturdays and is open by appointment only on
weekdays.
For more information on Rivertown attractions visit www.kenner.la.us or call 468-7231.
quickly as we would have liked because of the time
involved in the fabrication and delivery of two massive mast arms that will support the new traffic
signals. By shifting the existing roadway on Loyola
Drive to the east we eliminated the need of costly
canal improvements and the acquisition of rights-ofway from businesses. The two existing southbound
Loyola Drive turning lanes on I-10 eastbound will
remain and are not impacted by this project.”
Gonzalez agrees with Denapolis that the new
interchange will result in “a great improvement in
traffic flow.”
Denapolis says the improved Loyola interchange will benefit all businesses in the area. “Better traffic flow means increased business for existing entities and the opportunity to bring in other
businesses,” said Denapolis. “We are at a point in
Kenner where we need to create more jobs in our
economy. One of the things that the city can do to
encourage job creation is to provide safe, efficient
transportation lanes and that is what these road
improvements will do.”

Photo by Barry Sprague

The Rivertown Science Center in Kenner is
open again, following a four-month renovation.
“There are many new attractions and a firsttime partnership with two television stations,” says
Ken Marroccoli who has been charged by Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni with the task of “reinventing” Rivertown, including increasing the number of
visitors, especially families.
Among the new features is “Sid the Science
Kid,” an exhibit sponsored by WYES-TV, Channel
12. Sid the Science Kid will be found in a room remodeled to resemble an old-fashioned schoolhouse
where children will be invited to explore such subjects as health, fitness and the human body.
Another new exhibit has been created by
WWL-TV, Channel 4. An exhibit just like the Channel 4 television studio will help visitors understand
how weather shows, news shows and television production techniques can all come together to help
viewers better understand the world they live in.
Also featured will be displays on insects, including an actual ant farm where children can see
for themselves how ants create a cooperative community where everyone has a role in making it successful.
The Rivertown Science Center is part of the

Photo by Barry Sprague

On May 19, 2012, the newly renovated Science Center complex in Rivertown was officially opened offering new attractions and
exhibits. The Science Center is open on Saturdays and by appointment.

Quinnie “Terrell” Gransberry, a humane officer for the Kenner Department of Code Enforcement, been employed by the city since 1993, a total of 19 years. Gransberry was named the
city’s employee of the month for April receiving his award at a May 16, 2012 meeting with Mayor
Michael S. Yenni and city department heads. Gransberry was recognized for being very capable
in all his duties and very courteous in his interaction with the public.

ATTENTION
KENNER RESIDENTS
Do you need assistance with your rent or utilities?
Are you being evicted?
Are your utilities about to be DISCONNECTED?

PROGRAM ENDS
FRIDAY, JUNE 15TH
City of Kenner Department of Community Development
RENT & UTILITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

TO BE ELIGIBLE:






APPLICANT MUST BE A RESIDENT IN THE CITY OF KENNER
HAVE A VALID DRIVERS LICENSE OR STATE I.D. ON ADULTS
COURT ORDERED EVICTION NOTICE SIGNED BY A JUDGE
DISCONNECT NOTICE ON UTILITIES IN APPLICANT’S NAME
CANNOT BE ON PUBLIC HOUSING OR OTHER FEDERALLY FUNDED RENTAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

To pick up an application or for additional information on program requirements please call the:
Martin Luther King Community Resource Center, 1042 31st Street, Kenner, LA
504.466.0697 or
The Hispanic Resource Center, 4312 Florida Avenue, 504.469.2570

Community Development Administration Office, 2100 3rd Street, Suite 8, Kenner, LA 70062

504.468.7588

Applications must be returned for processing to the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner, LA 70065
Arleeta O. Terrell,
DIRECTOR

0612_Kenner Community Development.indd 1

Arthur Jones
PROGRAM MANAGER
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Local artist Lisa Trapani featured in monthly art series
By Joy Hirdes
Lisa Trapani was exuberant as she greeted
friends and family on the evening of May 15, 2012,
at the Windsor Court Hotel in New Orleans. It was
a very special night as the up and coming artist –
and her splashy, colorful art work – were featured
throughout Le Salon as part of the luxury hotel’s
monthly art series which spotlights local artists.
“Art has always been something good for me,” Trapani said. “It takes me away from the sadness that
we all can face.”
Trapani was born Lisa Marie Billings in Tampa,
Florida, in 1960. She arrived in New Orleans nine
years later with her mom and younger sister. “When
I was five, I painted an elaborate color crayon picture,” Trapani said. “When my kindergarten teacher
saw it, she told my mom to keep me in art classes
and my mom did.”
Trapani always chose art as an elective in
school and dabbled in classical voice lessons after
graduation from Grace King High in Metairie, foregoing tactile art. She married and was an active
mom to her two sons. She thrived at fitness, worked
stints as a licensed horticulturist of landscape art
and as a make-up artist for Chanel. She was often a
part-time student, studying music, art and stand-up

Coconut Beach
from page 1

twenty-two man-made lighted sand volleyball courts
and a concession area, enclosed by a short fence.
Co-owner Bruce White said the Coconut Beach complex is expected to be the largest man-made sand
volleyball complex in the United States. White said
over 4,000 players each week played in Coconut
Beach’s last summer league.
“The volleyball community of the greater New
Orleans area is excited about the new home for
Coconut Beach. Now my work begins. We need to
make the new Coconut Beach bigger and better,”
said White.

a tedious, days-long process, Trapani said. “People
comedy at Loyola, Delgado and UNO. She possesses
say that viewing my art makes them happy and that
an unrelenting energy and desire to learn.
makes me happy, Trapani said. She is as colorful as
In 1998, when a friend asked her if she would
offer several paintings for a local charity event, Tra- her brightly colored work and she bestows credit to
pani began to see her work in a different hue. “I real- her art instructor, William Wentzell, III, who was
taught by the late Henry Henche, both gentlemen
ized that if my art could be auctioned, well, I should
famed for their work using vibrant color.
sell it,” Trapani said.
In 2010, as the
During the sumNew Orleans Saints
mer following Hurricane
football team made its
Katrina, Trapani began
ferocious run to the
to blossom. She arrived
Super Bowl, Trapani’s
at Jackson Square as
“Potty Girls” work came
a fresh face selling her
to life. It’s very popular
paintings and immediand the comical, slightly
ately the tourists, and
off-color work is now
the locals, noticed. Tohoused at the Library of
day, she is finally comfortable telling others of
Congress in Washington
the fact that her work is
DC. “After my first Potty
Lisa Trapani
all over the world.
Girls went public, I knew I
And it’s no secret she loves painting things
found in her beloved New Orleans. The architecture,
the musicians and flowers are evident in her work.
Trapani paints impasto, the art of using thick paint
offering texture. Paintings appear wet when dry. It’s

had something special,” Trapani said.
Windsor Court general manager David Teich,
who sits on the board of the New Orleans Art Council,
is the man behind the monthly art displays at the hotel’s Le Salon. “I thought to myself, what can we do to

Since Coconut Beach was forced out this year
from its New Orleans home due to hurricane protection improvements, the Kenner administration has
worked to come to an agreement with co-owners
White and Mike Drury to move the volleyball league
and its complex to the city. After Kenner City Council
approval on May 3, 2012, Mayor Yenni entered into
a 15-year agreement with Coconut Beach operators.
The city will receive $20 per team participating in
any Coconut Beach league and when the complex
is not in use the city will be able to have the complex for organized sports. The volleyball organizers
will be able to operate a concession area during
organized functions. The city’s agreement specifies
that twenty percent of Coconut Beach’s revenue be

spent on capital improvements, such as drainage
and parking lot upgrading, and requires the
volleyball operators shield surrounding neighborhoods from excessive noise and artificial
lighting.
In addition, Jefferson Parish District 4
Councilman E. “Ben” Zahn, III, a former Kenner councilman, sponsored a resolution at the
Jefferson Parish Council’s May 9, 2012 meeting, approved by council members, providing
$50,000 of capital funding derived from video
poker revenue to be used for Coconut Beach
infrastructure improvements such as drainage
improvements and fencing. “I know the city of
Kenner is facing budget woes. Because of the
value of this project I think the small investment I am making will help the city of Kenner
and Coconut Beach, whose relocation to the
city should have a major impact on revitalizing
the Laketown area, providing an asset not only
to Kenner, but to Jefferson Parish and the state
as well.”
City administrators say Coconut Beach
will be the launching point for economic development in the Laketown area, increasing sales

Coconut Beach, at its prior location, was host to several tournaments during the year such as the charity Slam-N-Jam
tournament shown above whereby Coconut Beach hosted teams from over 20 local area high schools to compete in recreational
volleyball, bringing an influx of players and spectators to this event.
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help the art community,” Teich said of the two-year
old monthly art series which takes place on the second Tuesday of every month. “Our hotel houses a vintage $8 million dollar art collection, we’re all about
art, and it’s a great way that we can help the city. We
put out cocktails and hors d’oeuvres and we have a
reception for a couple of hours,” Teich said. “We have
had sculptures, painters and photographers.”
Teich said he normally does not hand pick the
artists, however, while walking the perimeter of
Jackson Square in search of art for his New Orleans
home, he bought one of Trapani’s pieces, and then
another, and later asked her if she would be willing
to come in. “She’s a great personality,” Teich said.
“And very, very nice to talk to.”
“The Windsor Court show was such a gracious
gift to me,” Trapani said. “To be asked by the general
manager meant a lot. And then to have so many of
my friends, family and even Facebook friends I’d
never met attend, was a feeling like my first comedy
performance,” she said. “I stay high on the feeling
for days!” Trapani can be reached at 289-6172 or
visit her website at www.lisatrapani.com.

tax collections and bringing a young professional crowd to the city of Kenner on a regular basis. The VooDoo arena football team, after city
council approval, has also come to agreement
with the city to build a practice facility adjoining the Coconut Beach complex.
Coconut Beach, operating at West End in
New Orleans since the 80s and closing its doors
in West End on January 17, 2012, had been recognized in the past by the United States Beach
Volleyball Community as one of the top locations to host and play volleyball in the country.
Coconut Beach has hosted eight nationally
televised volleyball events, two national AAU
beach volleyball championships and over 600
regional tournaments. They have hosted over
40 charity events helping raise over one million
dollars for those charities.
Coconut Beach owners hope to have the
volleyball complex ready in time for the Children’s Hospital Charity Tournament on June 2,
2012, and also expect to start its summer volleyball league on June 12, 2012.

Social Security Administration reveals most
popular baby names in Louisiana for 2011
The Social Security Administration released a list of the most popular baby names in
Louisiana for 2011. Mason and Ava topped the
list.
The top five boy’s names for 2011 in Louisiana were Mason, Jayden, Aiden, William and
Landon. Ava, Emma, Isabella, Sophia and Olivia
were the most popular girl’s names for 2011 in
Louisiana.
Earlier this week the federal government’s
top official for baby names, Michael J. Astrue,
commissioner of Social Security, announced
Sophia and Jacob were the most popular baby
names in the U.S. How does Louisiana compare

to the rest of the country? Check out Social
Security’s website at www.socialsecurity.gov/
OACT/babynames to see the top baby names
for 2011.
In addition to each state’s top 100 baby
names, Social Security’s website has a list of
the 1,000 most popular boys’ and girls’ names
for 2011 and a list of the top 50 names for twins
born in 2011. The website also offers lists of
baby names for each year since 1880.
To read about this year’s winner for biggest
jump in popularity and to see how pop culture
affects baby names, go to www.socialsecurity.
gov/pressoffice/pr/babynames2011-pr.html.
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KPBA sponsoring second annual five-course dinner for charity
The Kenner Professional Business Association is presenting its second annual charity
fundraiser “Cooking 102” and auction at the
Deutsches Haus, located at 1023 Ridgewood
Drive in Metairie. Jefferson Parish District 4
Councilman Ben Zahn will be the honorary chef.
The dinner, themed “Green Gone Groovy…
a Farm to Table Menu,” will be held on July 21,

2012 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Joey La Bella,
2012 nominee for best chef of Louisiana by the
American Culinary Federation, will be one of
the chefs demonstrating his culinary skills
while preparing a full five-course meal for attendees. The five wine pairings served are from
local vineyards and will be selected especially
for each course.

Rivertown

Rivertown now needs to be reinvented,” says
film showings and laser shows.
Gail
Yeadon, president of Friends of Rivertown.
The mayor and Marroccoli have come
“I
am
100 percent behind the efforts of Mayor
up with a host of old and new ideas, including
Yenni
and Mr. Marroccoli to reinvent Rivertown.
outdoor Music in the Park concerts, a twice-aThey
are
aiming at giving families fun reasons to
month Saturday farmer’s market and outdoor
come
to
Rivertown
for music, for movies, for a
movie nights in the spring and fall. A new commodernized
Science
Center and for shopping at
pany has been chosen by the mayor and apa
farmer’s
market.
I’m
very impressed with the
proved by the city council to take over Kenner’s
enthusiasm
and
creativity
that the Yenni adminperforming arts theaters which are also located
istration
has
brought
to
this.
I think they’re on
in Rivertown.
the
right
track.”
“We have already had crowds of 1,500 to
Yeadon says that Friends of Rivertown now
2,000 on Fridays for our musical concerts,” says
invites
businessmen and women to their meetMarroccoli. “If the farmer’s market and the outings
to
find
out the latest about the efforts of the
door movies – family-type films – draw the kind
administration
to lift Rivertown.
of crowds we’re hoping for, then business entreMarroccoli
notes that former Mayor Ed Mupreneurs may take a new look at Rivertown. We
niz
felt
that
Rivertown
would become viable if
want to make Rivertown a place where private
investors
either
renovated
old buildings as conbusinesses can thrive. If Rivertown is to succeed,
dominiums
or
built
new
structures
as condos.
it will be because we create a business model
that brings new investments and attracts families from Kenner, Metairie, the River Parishes
and other surrounding areas.”
Also working with the city is a non-profit
group that has been operating for over 15 years,
Friends of Rivertown. “Rivertown had become
known as a field trip destination and that is why

from page 1

The museums were Broussard’s answer to
the same question that Mayor Yenni pondered:
How can we save Kenner’s historic district, including some buildings constructed 100 years
ago, but at an affordable and reasonable cost?
In recent years, almost 30 years after the
museums opened, they had become too expensive to maintain, especially in the face of a recession that dried up the city’s fiscal reserves. Just
as much a problem, the museums had used up
their welcome and attracted few visitors.
Spearheading the revival is Ken Marroccoli, a
key Yenni aide and the city’s Parks and Recreation
Director, who along with the mayor, has come up
with some new ideas to draw crowds to Rivertown
while shutting down the museums with the single
exception of the Space-Science complex, comprised of the Space Station and Rivertown’s Science Center which has been extensively revamped
to make it more attractive to both adults and children. The Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema
continues to operate with sky shows, large format

Treasure Chest Casino is the Iron Chef top
sponsor for the second year in a row.
Reservations are required and seating
is limited. The cost is $50 per person or $95
per couple. Raffle tickets will be sold for door
prizes. The KPBA fundraiser will benefit the
Kenner Food Bank, Angels Place, the Arc of St.
Charles and the Metropolitan Center for Wom-

en and Children. For over 26 years the KPBA
has annually donated to such charities.
For information, tickets and sponsorship
opportunities, contact KPBA Ways and Means
Director Judy La Bella at labella1101@cox.net
or 416-7637 or visit www.kpba.biz.

“Mayor Muniz’ vision has great credibility,”
says Marroccoli. “I look at New Orleans’ Warehouse District which was not at all residential
20 years ago but today is considered a hot place
to have a condo or an apartment. Investors like
Rouse’s have spent millions of dollars to be part
of that development. We’re just getting started
and we’re a long way from attracting multimillion dollar projects but we have the potential
here to duplicate their success. Rivertown is a
historic district waiting to boom.”
Marroccoli also notes that Kenner has attracted grants to rebuild Rivertown’s sidewalks
and improve the streets. The city has also applied to the Main Street program for acceptance
of Rivertown as a legitimate historic district.
“We may have a long way to go but we are
going in the right direction and working really
hard,” says Yeadon.
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Budget
from page 1

the heavy burden on the shoulders of our workers. They have gone long enough without a pay
raise and I appreciate their patience and sacrifice.” Kenner Police Department workers received an average five percent pay raise last year.
This year’s budget also calls for a state-mandated two percent pay raise for Kenner firefighters.
For the upcoming fiscal year, McConnell
projected revenue at approximately $60 million
which does not fully cover rising costs, such as
unavoidable escalations in insurance premiums
and pensions. To close the gap, Yenni’s 20122013 projected budget calls for using $1.4 million from the city’s surplus fund balance while
also rededicating $325,000 of capital money to
the operating budget. Yenni said that is the least
amount of money siphoned from the capital fund
in many years and the move still allows the city
adequate capital funding to address infrastructure and city improvement capital needs.
At the end of the 2011-2012 fiscal year McConnell said the city is expecting to have $8.4
million in surplus funds which, after using $1.4
million to balance the budget, would leave an
approximate $7 million balance. McConnell said
the $7 million remaining surplus is 12 percent of
the budget, more than the minimum 10 percent
recommended for cities by bond agencies and
the Government Finance Officers Association.
The Kenner Police Department’s spending
plan for 2012-2013 is standstill from the previous

year even though the city’s police pension contribution rate increased from 26.5 to 31 percent
of the department’s payroll. Some police department office vacancies have not been filled and
there are eight less police department employees funded than in 2010. The Kenner Police Department proposed budget in 2012-2012 will provide for 160 police officers, 27 less than the 187
employed in 2005. Because of the lower number
of officers and the spike in crime from last year,
some service calls police have always responded
to in the past, such as accidents on private property, have been cut back, and some offenders will
be given summonses instead of being arrested.
The city’s public works department employed more than 100 people in 2008 but the
work force budgeted for 2012-2013 has decreased to 68 employees.
In reference to the proceedings of the budget
hearing discussions, Kenner City Council President Jeannie Black said, “There was little discussion regarding most of the city department proposed budgets as the directors made their presentations very exact, explaining their expenditure decreases and increases. A number of the directors
made budget cuts to live within the guidelines of
Mayor Yenni’s operating budget figures.”
By the rules of the city charter, the Kenner city council must hold a public hearing and
adopt a budget on or before its June 7, 2012
council meeting.

The Movies in the Park outdoor event held in Rivertown by
the city on Kenner on Saturday nights this spring was a success.
The family-oriented movies shown on a 25-foot outdoor
screen are scheduled to return in the fall.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

June 14 & 28, 2012
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank
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