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At midway point in first term, Mayor Yenni is
aggressive in transforming Kenner
By Allan Katz

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
As he marks the completion of two years in
office, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni believes
that the successes of his administration stem from

an aggressive philosophy that seeks to transform
the city into a place that is attractive to mobile,
upward-moving affluent families.
Mayor Yenni says he believes that his administration, city council and staff, with the help of
many Kenner civic leaders, have already affected a
transformation of Kenner from a place that didn’t
know where it was going to a place that is setting
high goals for itself and achieving them.
Yenni took office two years ago at a low point
in Kenner’s modern history. His mentor, former
Mayor Ed Muniz, declined to run for a second term.

Kenner High School refurbishing expected
in future Rivertown development plan
By Allan Katz

Kenner High School in 2012

Artist’s rendering of refurbished Kenner High School
City officials say they face an enormous task in
gathering $1.4 million or more in bond money, grants
and private donations to renovate and refurbish the historic old Kenner High School but they think that there
may be enough money to begin work within the next
couple of years.
Located at 1601 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive,
Kenner High School opened in 1924 and is one of south
Louisiana’s most historic buildings. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places on February 7, 2008,
the building received further recognition when it was
recently designated as one of the nine most endangered historic buildings in New Orleans by the Louisiana Landmarks Society. The call for preservation has
been answered. Having been closed since 1996 with
little work having been done to keep the building from
falling apart, the city sought grant opportunities for the

development of a structural and feasibility report that
was recently finished through funding from the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Louisiana Office of Cultural Development and Historic Preservation.
“I would not want it said that a historic and architectural treasure was lost on my watch,” says Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni, whose grandfather, uncle and
mother all attended Kenner High School during the
years of their youth.
Jay Hebert, Kenner’s Planning Department Director, and Michael Ince, the city’s grant administrator,
stated that through multiple avenues of funding and
advocacy by the city and the many state and local historic preservation organizations, this building can be
preserved and refurbished for public use again.
“Raising $1.4 million will be a challenge, but this is
a project that has tremendous potential both historical

Muniz said Kenner was seriously underfinanced
with inadequate revenues to support modern services. Muniz also said that Kenner was no longer attractive to upwardly-mobile families who preferred
living on the North Shore or in the River Parishes to
buying homes in Kenner. In addition, a study found
that Kenner’s average per capita income and average per capita level of education were both slipping
and noted that the number of homes and business
sites sitting vacant were rising.
With Muniz out of the picture, Yenni
page 18

Garbage can
regulations expected
to change
In August 2012 a new garbage can ordinance is
expected to be approved by the Kenner City Council.
The revised ordinance was written in response to
complaints from citizens regarding garbage cans being left out too early and too late causing litter to be
spread into adjoining properties and neighborhoods.
The changed garbage can ordinance will specify that garbage containers cannot be put out earlier
than 3:00 p.m. the day prior to the collection day
and must be picked up no later than 10:00 p.m. on
the day of the collection. If garbage is put out earlier
or left out after the new designated times, the owner
and/or occupant of the premises can be cited by the
city of Kenner’s Code Enforcement Department for
litter. The measure also clarifies that outside of the
specified collection times, garbage containers cannot be left out on the public right of way, front yard
or the side yard of a corner lot.
Kenner’s Inspections and Code Enforcement
Department will be posting the new garbage information on the city’s website, www.kenner.la.us, and
will post warning notices to advise citizens of the
passage of the new ordinance.
and economical to our citizens and is worth the effort,”
says Hebert. “Kenner High School is a perfect example
of a building rooted in the city’s history that may soon
once again serve the Kenner community.”
Mayor Yenni’s plan is that once the building has
been renovated, he will relocate several city departments and transfer some government services including the city attorney’s office, the magistrate court and
the clerk of court’s office. In Mayor Yenni’s vision, there
will also be space for a meeting room for the city council and other government functions. All of this is tied
into the mayor’s plan to breathe some life into Rivertown, Kenner’s historic district. If all goes according to
Yenni’s plan, there will be a constant flow of people into
and out of the converted high school. Yenni envisions
the daily flow of people will generate business due to
page 12

August 2012

Kenner City Council
elects new officers
for the second half
of 2012

Michele P. Branigan,
Kenner Council President

Maria C. DeFrancesch,
Kenner Council Vice President

At its July 5, 2012 meeting, members of the
Kenner City Council elected Michele P. Branigan, Kenner Councilwoman At-Large, Division
A, as its president for a term that runs through
the first meeting of December 2012. Branigan
succeeds Councilwoman-at-Large, Division B,
Jeannie M. Black.
The council also elected Maria C. DeFrancesch, councilwoman of District 4, to serve the
next six months as council vice president. DeFrancesch succeeds District 2 Councilman Joseph A. “Joe” Stagni.

Kenner
Parks & Recreation

Fall 2012
Leisure Service
Programs

See center pull-out section
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Top Dollar GolD BUYErS
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Men’s
14K Class
Ring We
Pay Up
To $515
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receive an Extra

Sell your Jewelry now while gold is still high

with this ad

for your gold
silver or platinum

*1750 oz Gold
Market with
Coupon

excludes diamonds,
coins and watches
With this coupon.
One per Customer.

• Gold Jewelry
• silver Jewelry

• Broken Jewelry
• rolex watChes

• diamonds
• silverware

• estate Jewelry
• Platinum

• Gold Coins
• silver Coins
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from The Editor
After two years in office, Yenni shows he has the right stuff
By Allan Katz
When Mike Yenni
first announced he was
going to run for mayor
of Kenner, he was seen
as a nice-looking, pleasant young man who had held a series of jobs in government, the last being Mayor Ed Muniz’s chief administrative officer for Kenner, Louisiana’s fifth largest city.
Based on his first two years in office as mayor,
Yenni has demonstrated that he was paying attention
to what going on around him while holding those previous government jobs. In my opinion, he has stepped up
to the requirements of being a mayor of a city of about
66,000, a city that was in serious financial, economic
and cultural distress. I think a strong case can be made
that despite a misstep in the very beginning, Yenni,
along with his administrative team – and a number of
outstanding Kenner civic leaders who have stepped up
when the mayor called for their help – have done a fine
job of leading Kenner in the right direction.
The mistake was Yenni’s over-ambitious property
tax package that he proposed soon after he was elected.
It was dead on arrival and predictably so. There was no
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way Kenner voters were going to approve new property
taxes in the midst of a recession that affected virtually
every home in the city, even if they were dedicated for
the fire and police departments.
But Yenni bounced back from that setback like
he hadn’t even been hit and set to work on a number of
initiatives that have either come to fruition in the first
two years of his administration or show great promise of
doing so before his first term is completed.
In assessing Yenni’s first two years in office, it’s
important to acknowledge that Kenner – after years of
being pretty nearly the ultimate suburban city – had
entered a period of decline in population, per capita
income, per capita education levels, property values
and quality of life issues like blight. The urban experts
at the University of New Orleans say that Kenner is at an
“inflection point” – that time of decision when the city
either continues to go down the path of decline while
pretending that it isn’t so or, alternatively, that moment
when the city decides to remake itself and seek to regain
the glory of its “golden era.”
Since Yenni took office Kenner has faced the issue and started fighting back. Yenni has scrubbed the
budget, reduced the number of city employees and instituted various plans to save the city money. A second loan

from the state’s Department of Environmental Quality
to fix Kenner’s citywide dilapidated sewer system has
been approved. There has been a push to attract new
retailers to Kenner. The Esplanade mall has improved,
at the urging of Kenner city government, and more good
things appear to be in store.
Bringing the Coconut Beach volleyball league
to Laketown from New Orleans was a major coup. The
New Orleanians will long regret allowing the thousands
of volleyballers slip away from the city. In Yenni’s vision,
scores of those volleyball players could end up being
home buyers in Kenner. The potential is certainly there.
The push to renovate the nationally recognized
historic but deteriorating Kenner High School through
grant money is on. Yenni said that he wasn’t going to
allow a historic building to be lost on his watch. That
was the right note. A refurbished school building with
the possibility of being turned into a government anchor
could vastly aid the hoped-for revitalization of Rivertown.
Then there is the successful effort that landed two
high academic charter schools in Kenner, one an elementary, the other a high school, both designed to prepare
bright kids for careers in the medical field. That is a major coup. The hope is that the parents of the bright kids
who will be competing to get into these fine schools will

look at the Kenner housing market so that they can be
within close distance of the academic institutions where
their kids will prepare for colleges and universities.
And that brings us to what I think is possibly one of
Yenni’s biggest accomplishments – he has involved some
of Kenner’s best and brightest in the private sector in efforts to remake the city whether it is in the fight against
blight or the effort to build a civic infrastructure around
the new schools. When civic leaders like Henry Shane,
Diane Hollis and Debbie Settoon step up and put themselves at the disposal of community initiatives, that’s a
lot of positive momentum built on good thinking, hard
work and smarts.
Two years marks the halfway point in Yenni’s first
term as mayor. The future lying ahead is no smooth road.
There could be a lot of potholes and pitfalls in the next
two years. But Yenni has shown to be equal to the challenge and not blown away by the demands of the job.
Kenner has a fine young mayor, filled with enthusiasm
and good ideas, enduring the demands of politics and
government that can be wearing and destructive. Yenni
has so far weathered the storms that have come upon
him, his administration and the city.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political

“Beltway Boys” drink Jindal Kool-Aid
By Jeff Crouere
It is getting down
the well funded Jindal campaign refuses to reimburse
to the wire on the GOP the state treasury for this ever growing expense.
vice presidential selecWhile Jindal has been playing personal politics, he
tion and sources close
has neglected to help fellow Republicans in Louisiana.
to the Romney cam- In the 2008, U.S. Senate race, Republican State Treapaign confirm that Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal is
surer John Kennedy received a late and half hearted
on the “short list.”
endorsement from Jindal. This was better than Lt. GovAccording to the “National Journal’s Hotline Veep- ernor Jay Dardenne received in his 2011 race against a
stakes,” Jindal is ranked second. He is being pushed by
well-funded Democrat. In that race, Jindal refused to
influential conservative activists such as Morton Black- endorse the Republican candidate, preferring to bypass
well of the Leadership Institute and Grover Norquist
the Louisiana election in favor of generating another poof Americans for Tax Reform. Editorial writers such as
litical IOU outside of the state.
syndicated columnist George Will, David Frum of CNN.
The “Beltway Boys” claim that Jindal is a “strong
com and Philip Klein of the Washington Examiner are
conservative.” If so, why hasn’t Jindal ever appeared
singing Jindal’s praises and encouraging the presump- at a Tea Party event in Louisiana or assisted in any
tive GOP nominee to choose the Louisiana governor as
significant way the most important conservative politihis running mate.
cal movement to appear in this country in generations?
All of this chatter is remarkable for these “Beltway Obviously, Jindal does not share the same conservative
Boys” have not done their homework on Louisiana’s
values as Tea Party members. A governor who supports
governor. They are drinking the Kool-Aid supplied by John Alario, a former top lieutenant to liberal Governor
the Jindal public relations machine. According to for- Edwin Edwards, as Louisiana state Senate president is
mer Jindal Chief of Staff Timmy Teepell, this Jindal for
no Tea Party conservative.
VP movement is “organic,” yet nothing could be further
In this legislative session, he advocated raiding
from the truth.
state accounts, such as the rainy day fund, to balance
The Jindal team has been preparing for his rise to
the budget burdened with a $220 million deficit. Fiscal
national prominence from the beginning of his political
conservatives in the Louisiana House of Representatives
career in the 2003 campaign for governor of Louisiana. opposed Jindal’s tactics, which he has used every year
After losing that race, Jindal immediately began a cam- since being elected governor.
paign for Congress, which he used as a stepping stone
Overall, he has delivered limited fiscal reform and
to run for governor in 2007. Upon his election, Jindal
his one important tax reform initiative, a lowering of
instantly started traveling across the country. In the last
state income taxes, was only accomplished after the legfive years, his travel has served several purposes such
islature forced him to support the repeal of the dreaded
as selling a book, giving political speeches and raising “Stelly” tax plan. He showed his appreciation to legislamoney for his campaign and improving his name recog- tors by vetoing their legislative pay raise, after publicly
nition nationally.
promising them he would support it.
No Louisiana governor has ever spent so much
What about his ethics reform package, the hightime out of the state on personal and political business. light of his tenure as governor? It exempted the execuEvery time the governor travels, the struggling taxpayers
tive branch of state government. Not surprisingly, the
of Louisiana have to pay for his security detail. However, governor’s office has been ranked very low on such im-

portant measures as openness and transparency. Clearly,
the governor and his team want to keep inquiring minds
away from what is going on in his administration. Yet,
transparency is critical for a state that was just ranked
number one in the nation in public corruption, according to Governing Magazine and last on the good government and economic vitality “Camelot Index” rating.
Louisiana is a state with a well-deserved reputation for political corruption. It is one major reason why
we cannot attract enough good paying jobs to keep pace
with our Southern neighbors. It has also contributed to
our stagnant population and the loss of two congressional seats, a quarter of our delegation, in the last 20 years.
Maybe Romney’s vetting process will discover
the whole story about the governor. Questionable performance aside, he would be a poor choice. He hails
from a red, not swing, state. He is not especially charismatic and is a mediocre retail politician. He gives boring
speeches, witness the 2009 official GOP response to the
Obama State of the Union address. Finally, he has practically no private sector experience, which is the complaint Republicans make about Barack Obama. Having
Jindal on the ticket would compromise one of the GOP’s
most compelling arguments against the president.
Before selecting our governor, the Romney campaign would be wise to remember the old adage, “let the
buyer beware.” While the packaging of Governor Jindal
may be slick, once they open it up and look inside; it is
an entirely different story.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNOTV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government

Fleet management saves Kenner almost $500,000 in one term
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
As CAO, I was challenged with a
shrinking tax base, a stressed capital
budget and a dire need for government
streamlining. I reviewed every department and determined that one area
could be downsized without impacting the
quality of service to you.
As CAO and mayor, I have eliminated 24 take home city cars. We
have not only saved on the use and maintenance of the vehicles, but
we have also saved money in insurance, fuel and man hours dedicated
to fleet management. I am proud that my administration has taken
a lead on reducing the use of city vehicles. At a time when inspector generals and other watchdog groups are calling for each government entity to curb spending, Kenner led the way on savings in its
fleet management department. We have also freed up more time for
administrative and accounting responsibilities. Many time-consuming
tasks associated with more city vehicles such as inspections, record
keeping for preventive maintenance, major repairs, trip sheets and
personal use portion for W-2s are examples of items that have been
eliminated. That makes government more efficient.
Because we have fewer vehicles to maintain, our city vehicles are

now maintained in house. Our fleet management team is now dedicating time to preventive maintenance and assisting Public Works,
Recreation and Code Enforcement by focusing on their fleets. I am
pleased to report that by eliminating these 24 vehicles the city of Kenner is saving approximately $120,000 each year.
Today, only a handful of city employees are provided city vehicles, others are reimbursed for their auto use. Some of my critics
would like for me to institute a pay-per mileage plan. But it is not as
easy as they would like to have you believe. I am currently reviewing
a variety of vehicle reimbursement programs. I have every intention
of further reducing our city expenses. What those who criticize need
to remember is that Vehicle Accountability Plan Rules are developed
by the IRS and found in Publication 463 – Travel, Entertainment, Gift
and Car Expenses. To fully understand the impact of various vehicle
reimbursement programs on both the organization and the driver, it is
important to have a general idea of how accountable plans work. The
program I have put in place is a simple to administer program that
saves money and is equitable.
I have considered several alternative options to the fleet plan I
already have in place, but they do not account for accurate mileage
depreciation; the reimbursement levels lag the marketplace by a year;

Spring and Summer

near Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Its hours are Monday,
Excludes accessories, jewelry,
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 4:25 p.m., Tuesday and
Hours:
tutus & birthday items
Thursday from 8:30 a.m until 6:25 p.m. and the last Saturday of
Mon-Sat. - 10:00-6pm
each month from 8:30 a.m. until 12:25 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Sizes: Girls NB-10 & Boys NB-8
The cost of a brake tag is $10 and is valid for one year, expiring within the month noted on the sticker. A $4 delinquency fee is
819 W. Esplanade Ave. Ste E • Kenner, La 70065 • 504-305-5945
assessed for late renewal.
For more information regarding this service contact the
brake tag station at 468-4075, the Department of Inspections and
Code Enforcement at 468-4064 or the Department of Information
0812_MyBrothersandMe.indd 1
7/28/12 10:46 AM
Technology and Telecommunications at 468-6655.

HQ WatcH & JeWelry repair
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker

in our programs as kids and some come from the private sector. But
Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee
all of our instructors have a passion for what they do and for their stuLay Away Plans
dents. They are amazing individuals and continuously strive to better
We Do All Types of RepAiRs
themselves in their area of expertise. Daniel Truxillo, a karate instrucWatches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Hamilton, Gucci,
tor, is no exception. We would like to congratulate him for achieving
Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, Wall Clocks and more…
“master” status in karate. On June 16, 2012, he traveled to the Joong
Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs,
Do Ryu Martial Arts Federation in San Diego, California for the master’s test. He had to go in front of Grandmaster Young Seok Kim and
Ring Sizing, small and large, Diamond Mounting,
get put to the test. He was tested on his self defense skills, weapons
Engraving of Rings and Bracelets,
skills, traditional forms and breaking techniques. This was the ultiWelding of Glasses and more…
mate test. Daniel has dedicated most of his life to training in the marlos latinos plaza suite
tial arts and it has definitely paid off. Congratulations goes to Master
3521 florida Ave., suite 1B, Kenner, lA 70065
305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch
Daniel. Our Kenner Parks Recreation Department is proud to be the
home of two masters now, Candace Frisard and Daniel Truxillo.”
For further information on any Leisure Service programs for the
7/27/12
fall call Diaz at 468-7268 or visit www.kenner.la.us and click on rec-0812_HQ Watch & Jewelry.indd 1
reation for a complete list of fall programs. Also watch for updates on
the city’s parks and recreation department’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/KennerRecreation.

8:04 PM

Men’s Barbershop Harmony
www.mardigraschorus.com

Spray park opens in Lafreniere Park
Jefferson Parish opened a new, cool and refreshing spray park
on July 13, 2012, in Lafreniere Park located at 3000 Downs Boulevard
in Metairie.
The Lafreniere spray park is located adjacent to the park carousel. It covers approximately 4,000 square feet of surface and will provide five in-ground water spray features alternating with five aboveground water spray attractions and three water cannons.
More than 135 gallons of water per minute will be keeping children 10 years of age and younger cool and wet during the hot summer.

Children’s Boutique

50%OFF

Leisure Services now offer paint and ceramic parties
The Kenner Parks and Recreation’s Leisure Service Division’s
full fall program list is available in an eight-page center pull out section of this edition of the Kenner Star.
Kerri McGovern Diaz, manager of the Kenner Parks and Recreation Leisure Services Division, said that private paint and ceramic
parties are new. “We continue to grow each season in Leisure Services
and this fall is no exception. Of course, we still have all of our core programs like dance, gymnastics, karate, art, etc., but new to Leisure Services is the addition of private paint and ceramic parties. We are now
offering party packages that include a two hour party of your choice.
Our ceramic piece selection is growing and our paint gallery is extensive, said Diaz. “Our parties appeal to all types of small groups such
as birthday parties, social groups, church groups and girl or boy scout
troops. We have child and adult galleries to choose from and they can
be explored in the park and recreation’s section on the city’s website
at www.kenner.la.us. We offer the best prices in town and times will
be limited so I suggest you book your party early.”
Diaz continued, “I always say that we have the most passionate
and talented instructors guiding our classes. Most have participated

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

SALE UP TO

Brake tag station now accepting credit/debit cards
Kenner’s Department of Inspections and Code Enforcement,
in collaboration with the Department of Information Technology
and Telecommunications, announced as of July 2, 2012 the city’s
brake tag station will accept both debit and credit cards as a form
of payment, in addition to cash.
With no additional charge, Visa, MasterCard and Discover
debit and credit cards will be accepted for the purchase of vehicle
inspection stickers as a convenience for residents of Kenner and
is expected to increase the number of vehicles that undergo the
required annual inspection and remain in compliance.
Kenner’s Brake Tag Station is located at 1904 24th Street,

and drivers are required to provide detailed paperwork that shifts
their attention from actual city work to filling out numerous IRS-style
forms. The problem is that because the reporting process become
cumbersome, some municipalities have found that the accountable
reporting of mileage has led to a disincentive for a city worker to drive
a vehicle.
I will keep you informed on my decisions regarding my reduction
in city fleet costs. I will provide an accountable plan that ensures fairness across the board.

CALL TO JOIN

Hours of operation are noon until 7:00 p.m. daily. Admission
is $5 per person per 45 minute session. Spray park rules will
be posted at the park and are available on the parish website,
www.jeffparish.net.
The spray park was designed by Greg Cantrell, Inc., and was
built by Anthony’s Landscaping, LLC, for a total cost of $337,278.
For more information contact CJ Gibson, director of Jefferson
Parish Parks and Recreation at 736-6999.

Terry Duffy - 669-7447 • Al Schellhaas – 469-9797

1001 West Esplanade Ave., Kenner, LA • Fellowship Hall
Every Tuesday 7:15pm – 9:00pm

08_12 MardiGras Chorus.indd 1

7/27/12 8:05 PM
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Health
Shoulder acromioclavicular joint injuries
common in athletes

Summer Music Lessons

By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

State Certified Instructor
Band Instruments
Piano • Guitar • Bass

The acromioclavicular (AC)
joint located on top of the shoulder
is commonly injured in athletes and
active individuals. The superficial
position of the AC joint just beneath
the skin makes the joint susceptible to direct trauma. The most
common mechanism of injury involves a fall onto the top of the
shoulder. The AC joint is comprised of the articulation between
3901 Williams Blvd. Suite 9, Kenner
the end of the clavicle (collarbone) and the acromion (part of
Email: mscor1@att.net
the shoulder blade).
0512-AAA_Trophies.pdf
1
4/21/12
8:28 PM
Diagnosis of an AC joint injury is made by a careful history,
physical examination and plain radiographs (X-rays). Patients
commonly report a history of fall onto the top of the shoulder
33 Y
0612 Music CoOp.indd 1
5/25/12 10:10 PM
with the arm at their side. A direct trauma or force to the top
Ann ear
iver
sary
of the shoulder is another common mechanism of injury. Physical examination may show swelling and bruising to the top of
the shoulder. Tenderness to palpation is present at the AC joint.
Shoulder
range of motion may be restricted secondary to pain. A
Lake
Personalized Awards for:
visible
deformity
is present in higher grade injuries with the end
Dance
Scholastic
Music
39th St.
of
the
clavicle
dislocated
completely from the acromion. Plain
Swimming
Retirement
Safety
radiographs allow confirmation of injury to the AC joint as well
Parties
Bowling
Pool
Football
Track
Basketball
as show amount and direction of displacement of the clavicle
3813 ❈
Soccer
Baseball
Golf
from the acromion. AC joint injuries are classified as types I
Tennis
Racquetball
Karate
38th St.
through VI based on the magnitude and direction of displaceT-Shirts & Caps
ment of the clavicle from the acromion.
Florida Ave

Williams Blvd.

468-8255

Treatment of AC joint injuries is dictated by the type of injury. Types I and II are injuries with minimal displacement and
are treated conservatively with a short period of immobilization
followed by early shoulder range of motion, strengthening and
gradual return to activity. Types IV, V and VI are complete AC
joint dislocations in the posterior (to the back), superior (to the
top) and inferior (to the bottom) directions respectively. These
types of AC joint injuries are usually treated with surgery to reduce and stabilize the AC joint to its anatomic position. Treatment of type III injuries (dislocation superiorly but with less displacement than type V) is a subject of debate. Some physicians
recommend early surgery especially for high level throwing athletes. For most patients an initial trial of non-operative treatment is recommended. Surgical treatment may be necessary in
some patients with continued pain following conservative treatment. In order to properly diagnose and treat AC joint injuries,
an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is recommended.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years experience. The Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder
and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie.
For additional information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Ochsner- Kenner delivers when it comes to
quality care for mothers and babies
By Paolo Zambito

Saeed ahmed, m.d.

Welcoming a new baby is a won- receive individualized care based on their unique needs.
derful and exciting time for families
The Level II NICU at OMC-Kenner is unique from any other
nternISt
ephrologISt
to celebrate those bundles of joy. Och- in the region because it provides 24/7 care by either a neonasner Medical Center-Kenner is here to make all that goes along
tal nurse practitioner (NNP) or a pediatric hospitalist. Should
with a pregnancy and labor and delivery as easy and stress-free
your baby need extra attention, they are available and able to
as possible. Patients can rest comfortably knowing that we are
perform nearly all of the same procedures that neonatologists
close to home and available to provide all the services needed
would provide. A Level II NICU is for infants 3.3 pounds or bigis back in kenner
for both mother and baby.
ger or older than 32 weeks and require less than 24 hours on
“The physicians and nurses at OMC-Kenner want to make
ventilation. If an infant requires more intensive care, Ochsner
sure that they meet both the physical and emotional needs of
is licensed to transport babies to Ochsner’s Level III Regional
their patients and that no questions go unanswered,” says Jen- NICU on Jefferson Highway.
nifer Melton, director of women’s services at OMC-Kenner. In
OMC-Kenner has also installed an infant security system
3321 Florida Avenue • Kenner
fact, patients are so pleased with the care they are receiving
that helps guard against infant abduction and transfer errors.
504-469-4646
that patient satisfaction scores are often in the 99th percentile. “A band is placed on the infant’s ankle at birth and if the infant
Due to the growing Hispanic population in the Kenner area, is moved into an unauthorized zone, the band is cut or does
OMC-Kenner is working to ensure that medical terminology can
not provide a signal, an alarm alerts the staff,” explains Melton.
be relayed in Spanish. Translation services are also available
This system gives new moms peace of mind and one less thing
It’s not too early to 7/27/12 8:10 PM with an in-house interpreter Monday through Friday and a live to worry about during this happy time.
08_12_Ahmed.indd 1
web-based interpreter on nights and weekends. Additionally,
Please call 464-8000 to find a physician or 464-8365 to sign
several physicians and staff members at OMC-Kenner are flu- up for any of the classes mentioned above.
ent in Spanish.
A childbirth education program is also available and inPaolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at Ochsner
cludes a childbirth class and a breastfeeding class. The breast- Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission is to improve
Hurricane season is upon us. State Farm can help before
feeding class is available for those who have decided to breast- the high level of quality patient care to local residents and the
as well as after it strikes. Contact me today to learn how to prepare
feed or for those who are looking for more information about
surrounding communities by focusing considerable efforts
or visit statefarm.com .
breastfeeding. The breastfeeding class can be taken with or
on increasing Ochsner’s support of the community as well as
Marie Clesi, Agent CPCU
without the childbirth class series. The program also offers a
expanding medical services in the city. Zambito serves on the
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd, Suite 7
sibling class, designed for children ages two and up, to teach
boards of the Louisiana Emergency Response Network (LERN)
Kenner, LA 70062
them some baby basics and help them prepare for the arrival of
Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended Care HosBus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com
their new baby brother or sister.
pital of Kenner and is a member of the Jefferson Chamber of
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
The OMC-Kenner labor and delivery suites, nursery and
Commerce and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana.
After Hours, Weekends and Holidays by Appointment
NICU are located on the third floor of the hospital and include
For more information on the services and physicians at Ochall private rooms and the latest birthing techniques, including
sner Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.
birthing tubs. Melton says that all new mothers and babies will
statefarm.com
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Rivertown’s farmers market
proving to be successful
By Ken Marroccoli
The city of Kenner looks to move
forward in Rivertown, with a little
help from the past. In the 1720s two of the
first plantations opened in the “Cannes Brulee” Kenner area on the Mississippi River. The
staple crops in the area during the 1700s were
indigo, rice, beans, wheat, vegetables, corn
and cotton. Sugar cane was introduced to the
area in 1751 and became a stall worth crop for
many years to come. William Kenner arrived
at Cannes Brulee at the turn of the century
and as they say, the rest is history. Kenner
established a very successful mercantile and
commission business.
The reason for the brief history lesson is
to show the roots of the new Kenner Rivertown
Farmers Market which opened last May 19 in
Heritage Park. What community deserves a
farmers market more than Kenner? Our rich
history was part of the driving force behind
this needed commodity in our city. Other areas
have farmers markets but ours is a little different. What sets us apart is we wanted this to be
a true farmers market and not a craft fair. The
market has grown from seven vendors to 13
vendors and is still growing. You can find a wide
variety of offerings, such as fruits, vegetables,
honey, jams, jellies, seafood and more. Some
farmers specialize in select items, while others
offer a wide assortment of fruits and vegetables.
As word spreads of the variety and quality of the vendors’ products, attendance has
continued to grow as well. This area attracts a
constant flow of excited and satisfied patrons
on the first and third Saturday of every month.
Many visitors are pleased with the convenience the location offers and the timeless
beauty of Heritage Park.
Our farmers market offers a variety of
demonstrations by local chefs with some showcasing products from the farmers market. Demonstrations have included Chef Chris from the
newest Brennan’s restaurant named Café B,
Chef Andrea of Andrea’s Restaurant in Metairie,
Chef Kim from River House Restaurant and the
local company, King Kooker, who demonstrated
how to properly deep fry a turkey. NOLA Greens
ended the month of July with the “ins” and
“outs” of composting and tips on starting your
own herb garden. Chef John Besh, will be available for a cookbook signing in the near future.
Our goal is to have a different demonstration
for every Saturday that we are open. The best
part of the demonstrations is that you usually
get to sample the works of the well respected
chefs. You can’t get much better than that!
The addition of the farmers market is
one more component in the ongoing development of Rivertown. Not only does it add to our
citizens’ quality of life, it creates another opportunity for citizens of Jefferson, Orleans, St
Charles parishes and beyond to visit and become better acquainted with Rivertown and
our wonderful city.
Rivertown offers plenty of free parking
and our department is looking to add more
space in the park to accommodate more vendors. We will continue to look for creative ways

to promote the market. Besides the city’s website, we promote the farmers market through
Facebook pages, including the city’s official
page, the Parks and Recreation’s page as well
as Kenner TV’s page (www.facebook.com/kennertv), which includes a video promo.
We’ll be encouraging vendors to share our
Facebook posts concerning the farmers market on both their personal and business pages.
That will increase the visibility for both the
Farmers Market itself and promote other city
venues and events.
Our current vendors have been extremely
happy with the success they’ve enjoyed at the
Rivertown Farmers Market. One of vendors
selling baked goods commented that they
were selling out before the midway point. Another vendor, who sells a verity of vegetables,
commented that their sales were way beyond
expectations.
Lynda Tamburello, who sells her gourmet
jams and jellies enthusiastically said, “I would
like to say to anybody that sells home grown or
homemade produce to get on the bandwagon
and get into Rivertown Farmers Market. It’s the
best place to go right now.”
It’s good for the visitors because of the
convenient location and beautiful ambiance.
And it’s great for the vendors because Kenner
promotes our farmers market far beyond any
other in the area. So come visit the Rivertown
Farmers Market every first and third Saturday
of the month from 8:00 a.m. to noon in historic Heritage Park, where Williams Boulevard
meets the river.
If you need more information or if you’re
interested in selling your produce at Rivertown
Farmers Market, please contact Maria Bourgeois or Nancy Ladner at 468-7211.
Athletics
We are currently registering children
from ages five to 14 for football, volleyball and
cheerleading. We feel that this is a great opportunity to have your child come out to the
parks and join in the fun with other children
their age. This is a great way to build lasting
friendships, build self confidence in your child
and let them learn the benefits of team work
and see all of their efforts and hard work pay
off. I want to praise all of the volunteer parents and coaches for their time and efforts
that they put forth in coaching the youth in
our community. Their selfless attitude, attention to detail and their overall compassion for
the human spirit brings great credit to this
department and we could not operate without
them. These volunteers are truly the backbone of this community and our recreation department. On a safety note, please remember
if you are driving by these playgrounds treat
the area like a school zone and slow down to
make sure that the children stay safe.
If you need more information about any of
these sports or are looking for information on
how to register, please contact Rusty Long or
Gus Soniat at 468-7211.
Kenner Parks and Recreation Director
Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 468-7555 or
kmarroccoli@kenner.la.us.

*Restrictions Apply

Register Now
For Fall

0812-TJs.indd 1

Angelina
Ballerina™
Classes

Visit our website for a complete list of
Children’s Programs: www.cdadance.com
Angelina Ballerina™ ©2012 HIT Entertainment Limited

7/27/12 8:13 PM

classes in Metairie
and Kenner, visit our
website for a
location near you
www.cdadance.com
Zumba® and Zumba Fitness®
are registered trademarks
of Zumba Fitness, LLC

2401 Veterans in Kenner • (504) 466-5856
cdadance92@gmail.com

Saved an AllState client over $1400

0812-Charlene.indd 1

We

7/27/12 8:14 PM

and lowered their hurricane deductible by $10,000

We can save you money, too!

Lori and Kevin Guffey
0412_Guffey.indd 1
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Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
MONTHLY LUNCHEON

August 20, 2012
Super Networking
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make
luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

reservations@kpba.biz

0812_KPBA.indd 1

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner
7/15/12 3:20 PM
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Police

Keeping your kids safe during
summer
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
If you want to
make a difference
in your community or if you’ve ever
thought about a career in law enforcement, then
the Kenner Police Department can help you to
make such a change. Are you someone who enjoys
volunteering their time for the betterment of the
community? Are you looking to learn more about
the inner-workings of local law enforcement? If so,
then the Kenner Police Reserve Division may be a
great opportunity for you.
KPD Reserve Officers are P.O.S.T. (Peace Officer Standards and Training) certified, handle
regular police calls, work special events and can
even be selected to work special assignments, such
as helping with the KPD Bike Patrol Unit or Crime
Scene section. Reserve Officers are outfitted with
the same equipment as regular police officers and
receive special one-on-one field training. Officers

in this division are required to volunteer at least 24
hours a month in order to maintain their reserve
status. After going through the process of becoming a reserve officer, you will be eligible to continue
on the path to becoming a full-time police officer.
The reserve division is a great way to reach out and
support your community and is a step in the right
direction if you’re thinking about pursuing a career
in law enforcement.
To join the KPD Reserve Division, you must be
at least 21 years old, be P.O.S.T. certified or willing
to take part in a P.O.S.T. Academy, have no criminal
history and be in good physical condition. You may
apply for the reserve division at the Kenner Police
Complex, located at 500 Veterans Boulevard. For
more information, please contact the Kenner Police Department at 712-2200.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Banking
Wedding season
By Guy Williams

eliminates stress
for the giver and receiver.

GI F T CA RD

Gift cards for any occasion.
$

39
49

$

Introductory 1-hour
massage session*
Introductory 1-hour Murad®
Healthy Skin facial session*

MassageEnvy.com · Franchises Available · Convenient Hours
Open 7 Days: M-F 8-10, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-6
KENNER
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste B
corner of Chateau Blvd.
(504) 496-9000
*See clinic for details. ©2012 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
E2843
0812 Massage Envy.indd 1
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This has been
a busy summer for
weddings and I have
really enjoyed attending and seeing the
happy young couples. I have also appreciated the
different wedding approaches from beach casual
to formal with everything in between. One of my
favorite weddings had the groom and groomsmen
in matching seersucker suits. What a cool look for
our New Orleans temperatures.
I also had a chance to talk to some of the
couples about their finances. The financial approaches to the wedding and the new life together
varied almost as much as the weddings. These
talks reminded me that there are a lot of financial
decisions that need to be made by the newlyweds.
The first decision, and in most cases this
decision had already been made, is how much
to spend on the wedding. Borrowing money for
weddings is not a good idea and couples should
be encouraged to keep the plans in touch with
their ability to pay. Recently one bride insisted on
a princess wedding causing the family to go into
debt, only to be followed by a divorce six months
later. The loan lasted longer than the mortgage
much to everyone’s regret.
Premarital counseling is encouraged. This is
good for the couple and always includes a financial component since money arguments are one of
the leading causes of marital strife. Often times
the couple is surprised by the very different ways
that they view money. Discussing budgeting and
planning before the wedding is always a good idea.
Many couples want to open joint checking accounts. Newlyweds should be encouraged to keep at
least two and sometimes three separate accounts.
One household account can be used for the
majority of the bills and two separate accounts
can be used for personal incidental expenses. The
household account should cover a joint budget but
having only one primary bill payer. Two people writing checks from the same account can result in

unintended overdrafts, which could be followed by
arguments. In the most egregious example of bad
joint checking account usage, the bride wrote bad
checks and forged her husband’s name. Why forge
your spouses’ name on an account that you sign
on? The groom found out when he was arrested for
passing bad checks. Evidently the bride was aware
of this risk and passed it on to her now ex-husband.
It is also recommended to use debit cards
rather than credit cards for most expenses. It is
all too easy to accumulate debt using credit cards.
If credit cards are used, be sure to pay them off
each month.
Joint credit can be source of conflict. Couples should each order their free credit report
and share the information. Sometimes this can
be an ugly surprise, particularly when one person comes to the marriage with no debt and good
credit and the other has large bills and a bad paying history. The objective should be to rapidly payoff the unsecured loans and to establish a good
joint credit score. If one partner has maxed out
credit cards, beware as this is a real warning sign
about responsibility and the attitude toward credit. The couple needs to be on the same financial
page for marital harmony.
Finally, even though it seems formal, a
monthly finance meeting to review bills, plans
and payments is a good idea. Many happy couples
use these meetings to reaffirm common goals and
follow the meeting with a date night.
The best is wished to all of our newly married couples with the hope that a little time spent
on marital finance will lead to happier and longer
marriages.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.
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Registration for all Leisure Service programs except
Dance & Gymnastics will begin Monday, August 6
Dance & Gymnastics registration will begin
Saturday, August 11, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to noon
at the Recreation Office on 1905 24th Street.
After August 11, registration is taken weekdays from
8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.

For more information call the Leisure Service Office or
visit our website at www.kenner.la.us
Follow Kenner Parks and Recreation on Facebook for
continuous updates at www.facebook.com/KennerRecreation

Athletics – 468-7211 or 468-7210
Leisure Services – 468-7268 or 468-7284
Ceramics – 468-7593
Dance Studio – 471-2158
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Dance, Twirlers and Flag Team – Ages 10 & up

Tryou

ts Se
p. 23

Dance, Twirlers and Flag Team – Ages 10 & up – All students will need to tryout to be
on the team. Classes will begin in October and continue through the 2013 parade
season. We will have a Jr. and Sr. Dance team, baton twirling and flag team. Classes
will be held once a week and will focus on basic techniques to prepare for the parade
season. Students are responsible for the purchase of parade uniform, shoes and any
accessories needed for the parades. Call Debbie Reese for more info: 468-7268.
Team fee: $75
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2012 Leisure Service Fall Programs
DAnCe – AgeS 3 & up
Classes are offered in ballet, lyrical, tap and jazz. Classes are held once a week beginning the week of September
10 at the Fassbender Dance Studio. Students will be placed according to age, years of dance and ability. The dance
program will end in June 2013 with the annual dance revue. Students will be responsible for the purchase of class
uniforms, dance shoes, costumes for the dance revue and a $25 revue fee due in February.
Kenner resident dance fee: $90

Non Kenner resident dance fee: $130

gyMnASTiCS – AgeS 3-14
Girls gymnastics will include instruction on vault, bars, beam and floor. Boys ages 4 & up classes include instruction
on parallel bars, pommel horse, floor and vault. For girls and boys ages 3 - 5 year old classes will be basic technique
course on vault, bars, beam and floor. Classes begin Saturday, September 8 and end May of 2013.
Kenner resident gymnastics fee: $80

Non Kenner resident fee: $130

Saturday
9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. (ages 3-5)
10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. (returning gymnast)
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (new gymnast)

Wednesday
5:00 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. (ages 4-5)
5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. (new & returning)

Monday
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (boys ages 6 & up)

Kenner Klay Kids
Come check out our ceramics program! This is a bisqueonly class. All paints brushes and firing included. Students
must purchase own bisque.

School’s Out! KPRD is in! Join us for arts & crafts,
indoor/outdoor activities and field trips.
Lots of FUN for the kids! Ages: 4-11

MiniCamps
Location: Butch Duhe Gym
Camp Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Before Care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (Free)
After Care: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Free)
Camp Fee:
$50 per 3 day session

Thanksgiving Camp:

November 19 - 21
Holiday Camp:

Ages - 6 & up
Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Session 1: September 5 - October 10
Session 2: November 7 - December 12
Session fee: $45

December 26 - 28
January 2 - 4

4 Kenner Parks & Recreation

2012 Leisure Service Fall Programs
Children & Teens

pinTSize pAinTerS - AgeS 6-10

KArATe - AgeS 6-14

Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled world of painting.
They will use various art mediums to complete at least 3
paintings. The course will end with an art show. Fee includes
supplies. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self
esteem, confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand
coordination, balance, flexibility, self defense and respect for
others. Instructors: Candace Frisard, Daniel Truxillo & Matthew
Hinkamp.

Friday
September 14 - November 2
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $45

SpLATASTiC – AgeS 3-5
Designed specifically for pre-schoolers this class will include
projects in arts, crafts, drawing, painting, sketching, coloring,
scribbling, finger painting, sculpting, slathering and more!
Instructor: Lisa Herbert.
Wednesday
September 12 – November 7
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

ArT A LA CArTe – AgeS 6–10
This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used
to create engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are
endless. All supplies included. Instructor: Lisa Herbert.
Tuesday
September 11 - October 30
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $45

Tuesday & Thursday
September 4 - December 13
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $55

LeT’S Sing & DAnCe – AgeS 7&up
This is a singing and dancing class where children will learn vocal
and dance techniques. The class will end with a holiday song &
dance performance for friends and family to enjoy.
Tuesday
October 2 - November 13
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Fassbender
Class fee: $30

TuMbLing – AgeS 6-14
This is for boys & girls to enhance their tumbling skills. Beginner
classes start at forward rolls and advance to back bend kickovers. The intermediate class continues on to back & front
handsprings and the advanced class continues on to back tucks
and aerials. This is a great program to enhance your cheerleading
tumbling passes! Instructor: Brittany Gaspard.

Teens will explore the basics of pencil drawing, watercolor and
acrylics in this miniseries. All supplies included. Instructor:
Brenda Gruber.

Monday
Sept. 10 - Dec. 10
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Beg.)
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Inter.)
Barbre Gym

Wednesday
September 12 – September 26
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

WALK ACroSS THe SoLAr SySTeM
AgeS 7&up

DrAWing/pAinTing 101 – AgeS 11-17

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $25

Saturday
Sept.15 - Dec. 15
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 a.m. (Adv)
Class fee: $40

This series will guide you in creating your own manga characters.
You will also delvop skills to create your own storyline for a Manga
book. All supplies included, just bring your creativity. Instructor:
Marian Hebert.

How do you make an accurate scale model of the solar system?
In this activity we will take an information-filled walk from the sun
scaled down to 12 inches to a half millimeter Pluto almost a mile
away. You will learn the real meaning of the word “space” and
make you realize how tiny we really are in the universe. We will
walk .8 miles to Pluto and back totaling 1.6 miles along the river
levee at the end of Williams Blvd.

Thursday
August 23 – September 27
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Saturday
November 3
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

MAngA SerieS – AgeS 9-15

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35

Hip Hop – AgeS 8&up
Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and
energetic routine to the hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent
way for kids to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear
loose clothes and tennis shoes. Class will do a performance at
the end. Instructor Debbie Reese.
Tuesday
October 2 - November 13
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35

puMpKin pAinTing
AgeS 6-11
Turn your pumpkin into a masterpiece. In this workshop
a pumpkin is your canvas for a spooky Halloween scene.
All pumpkins and supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Friday
October 19
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

pinTSize pAinT pArTy – AgeS 6 & up

TenniS - AgeS 7-14

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or
improve balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness.
Come out and see why they say tennis is a “sport for a
lifetime” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends with a
fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, USTA and PTR
certified.
Thursdays
September 13 - November 1
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv. Beginner

Rivertown Levee
Workshop fee: $10

Alabama Tennis Courts
Class fee: $40

Just like our adult paint party this one is made for the young
artist. “Mr. Bingle” is the painting
you will complete. All supplies
and snacks included. Instructor:
Brenda Gruber.
Friday
December 14
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

Parent and Child
HALLoWeen CerAMiC WorKSHop
Ages 7 & up
This is a one-day ceramic workshop where you will complete
some spooky Halloween pieces to take home. Staining,
sealing and finishing your pieces will be taught. All supplies
included for one parent or grandparent and one child.
Instructor: Lisa Herbert
Saturday
October 6
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $30 per family
(additional child - $15)

CHriSTMAS CerAMiC WorKSHop
Ages 7 & up
This is a one-day ceramic workshop where you will complete
some whimsical holiday pieces to take home. Staining,
sealing and finishing your pieces will be taught. All supplies
included for one parent or grandparent and one child.
Instructor: Lisa Herbert.
Saturday
December 1
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $30 per family
(additional child - $15)

pAinTeD pArASoLS
Ages 7 & up
Join us to design and paint or decorate
a vinyl umbrella. Perfect for use on a
sunny or rainy day. You and your
child/grandchild will have a great
time creating this unique piece.
All supplies included for one
additional child.
Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Saturday
September 8
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $20 per family
(additional child - $10)

CAnDy CreATureS
Ages 7 & up
Creating creepy confections can be a lot of fun! In this
workshop you will learn how to create Halloween creatures
like skulls, Frankenstein, vampires, devils and more out
of candy pieces. All supplies included. Instructor: Marian
Hebert.
Saturday
October 13
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $20 per family
(additional child - $10)

CHriSTMAS CupCAKeS
Ages 6 & up
This whimsical workshop will explore all things Christmas.
You will get to decorate 12 cupcakes to take home and
show off. Six different designs will be taught and you get use
your creative imagination for the rest. All supplies included.
Instructor: Kerri M. Diaz.
Saturday
December 15
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $25 per family
(additional child - $10)
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2012 Leisure Service Fall Programs
Adult

A.M. boDy SCuLpT

pAinT For Fun

Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back in shape? Join
this great fitness program to build and sculpt muscles, strengthen your core,
improve your strength and flexibility while burning fat and calories. Please
bring 3-5 lb. hand weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified.

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student with a
finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list at time of registration.
Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Book clubs are back! Come join our club to meet new people and discuss
trending books. Tea and coffee samples will be available. The book list will
be given at registration. Club leader: Marian Hebert.

Tuesday
September 11 - October 16
October 23 - December 4
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Session fee: $35

Wednesday
Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mon., Wed., & Friday
August 20 - October 19
October 22 - December 14
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

(No class Oct. 8-12)
Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

TeA & TALeS

Wednesday
September 12 - October 17
October 24 - December 5
10:00 a.m. - noon
Session fee: $35

boDy WorKouT

WATerCoLor

The class will focus on burning fat, increasing metabolism, ab work,
strengthening with hand weights (optional leg weights), cardio alternate
with aerobics and kickboxing. At the end of each class will be stretching and
relaxation techniques. Instructor: Mary Bergeron.

Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing
is not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration. Instructor: Marian
Hebert.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
August 20 - October 19
October 22 - December 14
6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

(No class Oct. 8-12)
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

yogA in THe p.M.
This Iyengar class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals of
posture and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing students or
anyone who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or other limitations, would
benefit from yoga. There is a strong emphasis on form and alignment in the
poses as well as specially sequenced energetic restorative poses. Please
bring a mat and a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Tuesday & Thursday
August 28 - October 18
October 23 - December 13
6:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $35

zuMbA in THe p.M.
This is a Latin-Inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates Latin and
International music and dance movements such as meringue, salsa,
cumbia, raggaetone, samba, cha-cha, Flamenco, belly dance plus more.
This will create a dynamic, exciting and effective fitness system.
Instructor: Tim Davis & Kiera Young
Mon., Wed., & Friday
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Aug. 27 - Oct. 19
Oct. 22 - Dec. 14
Session fee: $40
Fassbender Center

Thursday
September 13 - October 18
October 25 - December 13
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $35

TenniS
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say tennis
is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consists of 8 lessons and ends with a
fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis and A.J. Guttierrez, USTA and PTR
certified.
Tuesday
September 4 - October 23
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday
September 5 - October 24
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Cannes Brulee Courts
Class fee: $40

ArT WiTH ACryLiCS

Alabama Courts
Class fee: $40

Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught the
basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given on first
day of class. Instructor: Jane Read

TenniS LeAgueS

Monday
September 10 - October 15
October 22 - November 26
Day/ 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Night/ 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Leagues are not for beginners. Awards will be given at the end of the league.
Registration remains open until leagues are filled. Call 468-7268 for league
start dates.

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $35

Kenner resident league fee: $40
Non-Kenner resident league fee: $45

Dog obeDienCe For beginnerS

AS Seen on pinTereST
This mini-series will focus on making some of the popular projects seen on
Pinterest! Let’s get together and create something. Most supplies included.
Supply list given at registration. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Thursday
December 6 - December 20
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Club fee: $10

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $25

Learn how to teach your dog to behave politely in public, walk nicely on a
leash, to come when called, sit and lay down on command and stay. For
dogs 6 months and up. Handlers under 15 with instructor’s approval - parent
or guardian must accompany handlers under 15. Dogs must be current on
vaccinations for rabies, distemper, hepatitis and parvo. No dogs in the first
class - first class is orientation -bring dog’s vaccination record and a folding
chair. Includes a behavior workshop. Instructor is an AKC CGC Evaluator.
Saturday
September 8 - October 13
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday & Friday
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Aug. 29 - Oct. 19
Oct. 24 - Dec. 14
Session fee: $35
Wentwood Adult Gym

Butch Duhe Gym
Class fee: $45

ConTeMporAry Line DAnCing
Line dancing has evolved to offer a rich blend of urban sophistication with
stylistic expressions influenced by musical theatre, Latin rhythms and jazz
dance. Line dancing is enjoyed by people of all ages. Since you dance on
your own in an ensemble, line dancing is ideal for singles and for partners of
non-dancers. Not to mention that line dancing burns 200 to 375 calories
an hour!
Thursday
September 13 - October 18
November 1 - December 13
Rivertown Exhibition Hall

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (adv.)
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (beg/inter)
Class fee: $35

SoCiAL DAnCing
We offer partner social dance lessons in ballroom, salsa, swing, wedding
first dance choreography, country, tango, nightclub and Latin. If you’re a
beginner, we’re perfect for you! We specialize in keeping your lessons fun &
easy! You name it…we teach it!
Thursday
September 13 - October 18
November 1 - December 13
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Rivertown Exhibition Hall
Couple fee: $60

Kenner KLAy STuDioS
Ceramics is back and better than ever. Sign up for the class of your choice or come join
us during our open studio time on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. for $5. (Kenner Klay Studios - 468-7593.)
Beginner
Monday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $15/month

Intermediate
Monday
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $25/month

Advanced
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/month
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2012 Leisure Service Fall Programs
Speciality Workshops
p.M. pAinT pArTy

Wine boTTLe LAMpS

VooDoo Mini-SerieS

Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting! This is a
unique experience to see how talented you can be. Each person will
leave with a completed painting at the end of the night. All supplies
included.Visit www.kenner.la.us. Click on “Recreation” then scroll
down to the Leisure Service section to see samples.

In this workshop you will turn an empty wine bottle into a decorative
lamp. You will be given patterns to paint your bottle or you can create
your own. You will then learn how to make it light up. All supplies
included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

This is a 3-week workshop with a voodoo doll theme. You will
complete three different projects based on these unique characters.
You will get to explore with painting and jewelry making in this
workshop. Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Saturday
September 22
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Thursday
October 4 - October 18
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Friday
Sept. 7, “Hurricane Blues’
Sept. 21, “It’s a Shoe Thing”
Oct. 5, “Ghost in the Graveyard”
Oct. 19, “Funky Fleur de Lis”
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Nov. 2, “Night Lights”
Nov. 16, “Quarter Notes”
Dec. 7, “Funky Santa”
Dec. 21, “3-D Snow Scene”
Workshop fee: $25

HoMe-groWn ConTAiner VegeTAbLeS
We will show you how to grow a few fall vegetables and herbs in
containers, and we will provide you with the supplies to get started.
This class will be especially helpful if you live in an apartment or have
limited gardening space. A representative from Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner will discuss the importance of eating fruits and
vegetables and staying active in the garden.
Saturday
September 29
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $20

TreeS: ornAMenTALS & eDibLeS

SeASon’S greeTingS on SLATe

Ever wonder how you can get your trees as large and beautiful as
your neighbors? We will teach you how to plant and care for various
types of trees that will spruce up your landscaping and even bear
some edible fruit. We’ll cover everything from planting to fertilizing to
trimming. You will go home with a small tree.

This class uses old New Orleans roofing slates as your canvas.
You will be taught how to paint a poinsettia on
the slate and how to hang your
piece when finished.
Instructor: Brenda
Gruber.

Saturday
November 17
Noon - 2:00 p.m.

COK Greenhouse
Workshop fee: $20

roSAry MAKing
COK Greenhouse
Class fee: $18

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

Learn to make a beautiful rosary for yourself or a special gift. You will
learn the techniques and pattern to create a traditional rosary in this
hands-on class. All supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Saturday
November 10
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Saturday
November 10
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Class fee: $25

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $30

2012 Fall Athletic Programs
2012 Fall Adult Leagues
Many exciting and varied opportunities are available for those who wish
to participate in team sports. We have just the league for you! Check
out the leagues KPRD has to offer:
Male, female & mixed leagues in:
Softball, volleyball & basketball starting in August, September
& October.
Mixed cabbageball leagues at Wentwood and
Highway Park Playgrounds.
Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at 468-7211 for more information.

2012 Fall Children Athletic Programs
Football, Volleyball, Bounceball & Cheerleading
registration begins August 6.
Soccer registration begins October 1.
Basketball registration begins November 5.

Centralized Registration
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant or you
have an expired ID in any sports program, you will be sent to the Recreation Office at
1905 24th Street for processing of the Centralized Registration Procedures.
Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

Kenner Parks & Recreation 7

Special Events

Come in your costume and enjoy tea, delectable
treats, activities and more. Pictures,
prizes and more included!
Tickets $35 (admits 2)
VIP Tickets $45
Call 468-7268 for more information

2012 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR
Labor day
Thanksgiving Day
Veterans Day (observed)
Christmas Eve (observed)
Christmas Day (observed)
New Year’s Eve (observed)
New Year’s Day (observed)

Mon., Sept 3
Thurs., Nov. 22
Fri., Nov. 23
Mon., Dec. 24
Tues., Dec. 25
Mon., Dec. 31
Tues., Jan. 1

NO pROgRAms OR CLAssEs wILL bE HELD ON
THE CITY OF KENNER HOLIDAYs LIsTED AbOvE.
CLAssEs OR pROgRAms THAT OCCuR ON A
HOLIDAY wILL NOT bE REsCHEDuLED.

Look for

Kenner Parks & Recreation
2013 January Leisure Service
Activity Brochure
In the Kenner Star’s
January 2013 edition
Registration date for Spring is

January 7, 2013

December 9, 2012,
9:00
a.m.- -2:00
11:00
a.m.
Noon
p.m.

Kenner Pavilion
Join
celebrationfor
for
Joinus
usfor
foraa Holiday
Holiday celebration
thewhole
wholefamily!
family! Come
Come in
the
in your
yourholiday’s
holiday’sbest
best and
andenjoy
enjoytea,
tea,
delectabletreats,
treats,activities
activitiesand
andmore.
more.Santa
Santaand
andMrs.
Mrs.Clause
Clause
breakfast
will be there for pictures and story time.

will be there for pictures and story time.
Call 468-7268 for
more information
Tickets $35 (admits 2), VIP Tickets $45
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Fresh local produce & goods for sale!
kenner’s Heritage park in rivertown!
Tips and demos on gardening & cooking!
1st & 3rd Saturday each month • 8AM-NOON

Free parking and admission
Visit www.kenner.la.us or call 504-468-7231 for more details
0612_KS_Farmers Market_MoviesinPark.indd 1

5/25/12 7:47 PM

AND

The city of Kenner has many facilities available for rental for birthday
parties, family reunions, company picnics, showers, weddings…etc.
Veterans Park, Laketown
& Kenner City Pavilion
Call Alice at 468-6638

Heritage Hall, St. Mary’s Chapel,
Exhibition Hall
Call Heidi at 468-7231

Gyms, playgrounds & tot lots
available too!
Call Lynda at 468-7210

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Hubble vision

St. Mary’s Chapel

Heritage Hall

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes
View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and
in-depth planetarium show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of
outer space by detailing the discoveries made by the Hubble Space Telescope.
See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

The ultimate Wave Tahiti

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 45 minutes

Laketown

Kenner
City Pavilion

Veterans Park

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The Ultimate Wave follows
a quest to find the perfect wave-riding experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among
the islands of French Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing
action in a unique Pacific paradise.

Laser ipop

Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of
color and light. Laser animations bring to life selections from Justin Bieber, Selena
Gomez, Lady GaGa, Ashley Tisdale, and Katy Perry…among many others!
On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Exhibition Hall

0812_KennerFP.indd 1

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us
0712_PlanetariumAd.indd 1

6/24/12 9:40 AM
7/26/12 12:26 PM
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How to help spot a home repair scam
By Marie Clesi
Clouds aren’t the
only things that roll in
with severe summer
weather. Contractors
who attempt to cash in
during the aftermath of
a storm by promising low prices for home repairs and
delivering substandard or incomplete work may also
arrive on the scene.
Help protect yourself, your money and your home
from repair rip-offs by learning to spot these red flags.
Some warning signs of a scam
Be alert if contractors:
•O
 ffer unsolicited services for such projects as
driveway sealing, chimney rebuilds and roof
repair – projects that are commonly “pitched”
to homeowners.
• Quote a reduced price on the work because of
“materials left over from a job down the street.”
• Offer a discount for using your home as a
“demonstration.”
• Employ pushy door-to-door sales tactics or advertise through flyers or newspapers.
• Appear to be from out of town or working out
of a pickup truck.
• Demand immediate payment in full.
• Accept cash only.
• Provide no written contract.
• Are not willing to produce references.
• Fail to provide proof of insurance and proper
licensing.
• S uggest financing or recommend financing
through someone they know.
• Ask you to secure any required permits.
• Promise insurance compensation for their
repairs.

results from use of this information and I assume no
Ways to help protect yourself
liability in connection with the information nor the
These tips can help you hire a reputable
suggestions made.
contractor:
• Get multiple quotes from local established
businesses.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In• Take time to make your decision.
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and
• Do your research. Look into professional afa select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property
filiations and Better Business Bureau reports,
and follow up on references from previous
clients.
• Check for up-to-date licenses and verify insurance protection.
• Insist on written estimates and a written
contract that includes contact information,
important dates and a breakdown of costs. According to Federal Trade Commission rulings,
you may be able to cancel a contract of more
than $25 within three business days of signing
Rebecca Blum, D.D.S.
it at your home or in a seller’s temporary busiJessica Tingstrom, D.D.S.
ness location.
Manmeet Bala, D.D.S.
The National Association of Home Builders
offers additional tips for hiring a dependable professional contractor on its site. For storm repair tips, visit
the Better Business Bureau website. AndFamily
beforeDentistry
you
Dentistry
Sedation
hire any contractor for storm-related repairs,
always
Cleanings
contact your insurance agent, to be sure repairs
will
be covered.
Whitening
The information in this article was
obtained
Crowns
& Bridges
from various sources. While we believeDentures
it to be &reliPartials
able and accurate, I do not warrant the accuracy or
Resin Fillings
reliability of the information. These suggestions are
Root Canals
not a complete list of every loss control measure.
The
Extractions
information is not intended to replace manuals
or instructions provided by the manufacturer or the advice
of a qualified professional. Nor is it intended to effect
coverage under any policy. I make no guarantees of
0812_NOLA Dental.indd 1

Government
Overgrown grass and weeds big problem for
city in summer months
The most common daily complaint for the city
of Kenner’s Inspection and Code Enforcement Department is that of high grass and/or weeds. In summer months the number of that type of complaint
almost doubles.
Most people are unaware of what the actual
regulations are regarding too tall grass. If a property becomes overgrown with grass and weeds over
seven inches, the city will notify the property owner
of the violation. However, if the property is vacant
land the city will notify the property owner when
the growth is over 15 inches. The city can either
mail the property owner a legal summons or advertise the property violation publicly. The property
owner has five days from the date of the notice to
correct the violation and there are several consequences if people do not comply with the notice.
If the property owner is notified and fails to
correct the violation, the city will have its contractor mow and clean the property. The property will
be assessed a lien for the costs imposed by the contractor along with an administrative fee. If the lien
is not paid on time, the amount of the lien will be
added to the property tax bill of that property.
“Not only does overgrown grass look aesthetically bad, there can be health hazard consequences
as high grass and weeds are breeding grounds for
mosquitoes and other vermin such as rats and

Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Family Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Cleanings
Whitening
Crowns & Bridges
Dentures & Partials
Resin Fillings
Root Canals
Extractions

3645 Williams Boulevard Suite 103
103
Kenner, Louisiana
Louisiana 70065
70065
Kenner,
504-443-5882
504-443-5882
info@noladentalstudio.com
Hours
Hours of
of Operation
Operation
Monday
Monday through
through Saturday
Saturday
9AM-5PM
5PM
9AM-

We’re accepting new patients!
Call for your appointment today!
Rebecca Blum, D.D.S.
Jessicaclasses
Tingstrom, D.D.S. for all ages
Dance
Manmeet Bala, D.D.S.

TAP

7/27/12 8:42 PM

We’re accepting new patients!
Mom &Call
Tot for your appointment today!

Lyrical Jazz Zumba
Pre-School
Grass grown over seven inches
in violation of code.

Adult Jazz & Tap
Floor Gymnastics
Youth Adult
Performing Company
Ballet Pointe
REGISTER FOR FALL
CLASSES:

Hip Hop

Saturdays, August 4, 11, 18 & 25
from 10:00am-3:00pm

Vacant land cannot have
grass over 15 inches high.
snakes,” said Tamithia Shaw, director of the city’s
inspection and code enforcement department. “Not
many people are aware but failure to edge or trim
around your property is a violation as well.”
Any grass or weeds on Kenner property that are
higher than allowed by law can be reported to the
city’s code enforcement department at 468-4068, 4684069 or 468-7516. All complaints are anonymous.

What makes us the BEST choice?
call or visit our website

Wednesdays, August 8, 15 & 22
from 5:00pm-7:00pm
Dance Company Auditions
August 6 & 7

Artistic Director, Debby Dillehay is Dance Master Certified
3745 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA • (504) 468-3368

www.debbydillehaydance.com

0712_Dillehay.indd 1

6/24/12 10:20 AM
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Smaller spaces in demand
By Linda R. Martin
Good things come in smaller packages.
At least that’s the feeling today among many
homebuyers, who are increasingly interested in smaller spaces instead of the gaudy,
sprawling homes that were popular in the
‘80s and ‘90s.
Many agents believe that smaller homes are more in demand because
the Baby Boomer generation is starting to downsize. Boomers no longer
need four or five bedrooms and are looking for spaces that are more in tune
to their lifestyles as empty nesters. In fact, the latest U.S. Census Bureau
reported that a little over 60 percent of all U.S. households are comprised of
just two people or less.
While affordability is the number one driver for this trend, other factors do play a role, as buyers are more concerned with how much they will be
paying each month on their energy, water and heating bills.
“You can add better insulation, new windows and insulated doors, but

nothing saves energy like a slightly smaller home,” said Danny Gough, an
energy auditor for the consultant firm, Energy Solutions, based in North
Carolina. “We have seen an interest in smaller homes because of this.”
Conservation is the new watchword in new-home building and existing home sales, as buyers want to conserve their larger down payments and
their future dollars by buying homes they need, not homes that impress the
neighbors.
According to a recent study by the National Association of Home Builders, by 2015, new homes will not only be greener and packed with more technological features than today’s homes, but they will be ten percent smaller.
In its report, “The New Home in 2015,” the NAHB points to the economic
downturn for a “less is more” mentality.
“People are looking beyond what they pay in principal, interest and
taxes and look closer at what they will be paying each month,” said Stephen
Melman, director of economic services, Economics and Housing Policy for
the NAHB. “Buyers, despite excellent prices and low interest rates, are cautious and are going to purchase the home that they need and not necessarily
even the home they can afford. They are very careful.”

This trend has developed quickly. At the beginning of 2007, the median floor area of new homes started was just over 2,300 square feet. The
median floor area of new homes dropped to nearly 2,100 square feet by the
end of 2010.
“That’s close to a nine percent decline in floor area over a very short
period,” Melman said. “Total floor area isn’t what’s important there, but the
amenities inside the home itself.”
Rooms that are falling out of favor in new homes include media rooms,
sunrooms, mudrooms and libraries. Echoing entryways, vaulted ceilings and
giant pantries are also less popular. The report even said that the living room
is dying out and will either vanish, merge with another room or become a
smaller parlor. “People are asking what they can truly do without,” Melman
said. “Almost 50 percent of buyers surveyed said they would be willing to
give up the living room if affordability is an issue.”
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at
443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and
operated company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Home
Kitchen lightning is often overlooked
By Dan Dormady
Complete kitchen renovations are
more and more common today. One very
important consideration that is sometimes
overlooked is the light plan for the new
kitchen.
First, kitchen islands seem to be getting larger because people are spending more time in their kitchens and
using that area for so many different purposes so the lighting needs to work
for every task and function.
The best result is achieved by using a minimum of three types of lighting – a central fixture, recessed and under cabinet. Having only one of these
components creates a static, and often not a functional lighting effect.
For example, using only rows of recessed lighting in today’s large
kitchens will make the space seem very flat and one-dimensional. The best
approach is to use a combination (i.e. recessed, under cabinet, toe-kick,
cove lights) with at least one decorative element such as a drum shade in
the breakfast nook or mini pendants over the island.
The homeowner should be able to change the lighting depending on
their needs – selecting a certain amount of lighting when serving breakfast
and lunch, then opting to change the mood during dinner or entertaining
and going to full brightness when doing tasks such as homework and cleaning.
The first step is to analyze the functions of your kitchen and address
the various activities that will be taking place there. Where you put the
lights is crucial. One mistake many homeowners make when installing an
under cabinet fixture on their own is putting the fixture against the wall. Instead, placing it at the front of the cabinet allows the light to be distributed
evenly over the area below. Another method is to install recessed fixtures 30
inches from the wall to illuminate the countertop without casting shadows.
For more complex kitchen configurations, getting some expert advice
is a good idea. Local lighting showrooms are staffed with professionals who
understand lighting and can make informed recommendations.
Homeowners spend a small fortune remodeling their kitchens – from
the cabinets and countertops to tile and appliances. All of those beautiful
and well-designed elements will look sub-par if they are lit with $100 worth

Kenner High
from page 1

the increased traffic flow along the Williams Boulevard/Jefferson Highway
corridor through Rivertown.
Ince says rebuilding the roof of the old high school is going to be a
tremendous challenge for whoever is assigned the project. “You have to consider that this is a roof that hasn’t had any work done on it in more than 15
years,” he says. ”It has borne the onslaught of a hurricane and literally hundreds of south Louisiana rain storms. We won’t know for certain the extent
of structural damage done until an expert consultant climbs on the roof and
further examines it. It could be extensive.”

of lighting products. The correct quantity of lights will make a mediocre
room design look better and a great one look perfect.
Some of the fashionable materials in today’s kitchens create unique
lighting challenges. Stainless steel appliances, quartz, granite and glass
countertops that have translucence, colored stained wood and painted
cabinets, and natural stone can all be enhanced with lighting.
Dark, bold colors or dense tile patterns will require a bit more light.
If the backsplash has been changed from white to chocolate brown, the
cabinet and task lighting might not be adequate. A room filled with bold
paint, complex tile and turbulent countertop patterns needs something to
surrender to the whole. The design of the accent lighting might need to be
a bit more reserved to make the entire room work effectively. For example,
LED strips can be placed on top of the cabinets. If there is artwork on the
walls, use either adjustable recessed lighting or small, track monopoints to
highlight it.
Another benefit to shopping at a lighting showroom is the opportunity
to view displays that demonstrate the various effects that can be achieved
by using each type of lighting. For example, you can evaluate the differences
between xenon, halogen, fluorescent and LED products.
The use of compact fluorescent lighting is an excellent option for many
reasons. These bulbs are four times more efficient than incandescent bulbs,
however, it is also important to know that the color of compact fluorescent
bulbs is now equal to, or better than, incandescent. Lastly, LED lighting is
fast-becoming an excellent option for kitchens, with LED bulbs available as
under cabinet fixtures and even recessed lighting. LED has the same benefits of compact fluorescent, except that the bulbs last much longer.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed
home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential
and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached
at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criteriumdormady.com.

It has been suggested that at some point, if the money raised isn’t sufficient to finish the renovation, that Mayor Yenni might consider making the
completion of the renovation part of a city bond issue that voters would be
asked to approve.
“It’s a possibility,” says Mayor Yenni. “But I want to give Jay and Michael
a chance to see if we can get the financial assistance of the nationwide preservation community. This is a project that has certainly touched my heart
and, hopefully, it will touch the hearts of thousands of Americans who love
the idea of bringing back to life a historic building that served Kenner nobly
for more than 70 years and is now poised to continue its history of service
to this community.”
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Sports
Saints set to answer questions
By Ken Trahan
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Two Great Locations In Kenner
Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

Borrowing the title from an epic movie,
the 2012 offseason
for the New Orleans
Saints was truly “The
Longest Yard.”
In a period of months which seemed like
years, the Saints went from being the darlings of
the country to becoming the black sheep of the
NFL. Labels of dirty, cheating, dishonest, arrogant
and awful were heaped upon the team in swift, decisive fashion by critics.
We are weary of the word “bounty.” It has
taken on an all new meaning for those who follow
the black and gold.
Suspensions, lawsuits, the seemingly endless
saga of trying to sign Drew Brees dominated the
landscape.
The worm finally seemed to turn when Brees
agreed to terms and pledged his love and loyalty
to New Orleans and the Saints. Fans began to feel
better again.
Now, it is back to the business of games.
Training camp has opened and the preseason
begins the first week of August. Perhaps the most
accomplished player in New Orleans Saints history
(William Roaf) will be formally inducted into the
Pro Football Hall of Fame before the Saints actually play in the game itself. The focus is back on
football, not a moment too soon.
How will this Saints team deal with the distractions? Can it overcome not having its driving
force at the helm in Sean Payton? Can Joe Vitt
handle the responsibility of filling the sizeable
hole left by Payton, a brilliant strategist and game
day coach? How will the team handle it when Vitt
disappears for his suspension? How will the suspension of Mickey Loomis affect the squad? What
about the suspensions of Will Smith and Jonathan
Vilma and how they will impact the defense?
On a national level, pundits have pontificated far and wide about how the Saints will slip this
season. Many have them winning eight or nine
games. Really?
Atlanta is a trendy pick to win the NFC South.
That is the same Falcons team that could not score
on the Giants in the playoffs last season. Many others say Tampa Bay will be much better with a new
coach. This is a team that did not win a game in
over two months of the season last year. Others love
Carolina to be the big surprise this year with the
emergence of Cam Newton. We will see.
I will take the Saints to win the division once
again.
This is the Saints, a team that won a Super
Bowl in the 2009 season, came back in 2010 and
won 11 games and won 13 a year ago while setting numerous offensive records in a dizzying
display of skill.
Despite losing Carl Nicks and Robert
Meachem, the offense should not skip a beat. Brees
is Brees. Enough said. The running back stable is

deep and the respective talents of the four primary
players complement each other nicely. Ben Grubbs
is a very good player, ready to step in for Nicks. Joe
Morgan, Nick Toon and Adrian Arrington are more
than capable of picking up the slack for Meachem.
Jimmy Graham is a year older and already elite in
the NFL.
Defensively, the addition of Brodrick Bunkley
should solidify the defensive front. Cameron Jordan should be a better player. Sedrick Ellis must
play better. Martez Wilson is a wild card as a pass
rusher at defensive end.
Three new linebackers bring needed athleticism and striking ability to a mediocre corps without Vilma – Curtis Lofton, David Hawthorne and
Chris Chamberlain. The secondary remains a question mark. Safeties Malcolm Jenkins and Roman
Harper must find a way to make a play and Jabari
Greer must stay healthy while Patrick Robinson
must continue to improve. Can Johnny Patrick become a good nickel back?
Garrett Hartley is back to kick while John Kasay is waiting in the wings. Thomas Morstead is perhaps the best punt/kickoff combination specialist
in the league. Darren Sproles is an excellent return
man while Morgan could provide a boost as well if
Courtney Roby is not retained.
On paper, the Saints are as good, if not better than last year. How that translates on the field
remains to be seen. The losses are substantial.
How long will the scars from the offseason of discontent linger?
In spending some time around Saints folks, I
get the distinct impression that they are more than
motivated to prove the pundits wrong. I get the
distinct impression that they are hyped to succeed
and to stick it in the NFL’s face, feeling that they
have been wronged.
The Saints were wrong to break rules. That is
a given. Punishment, as I have stated on many occasions, was warranted. Like many, I feel the penalties levied by Roger Goodell were too harsh. The
Saints certainly feel that way.
Coaches frequently use motivational tactics
to get their teams ready to play. Suffice it to say
that the Saints will not need spirited speeches,
emotional outbursts from Vitt or whoever is serving
as the boss to feel they have something to prove
in 2012.
While there are substantive questions, the
Saints feel they will have answers, providing them
in demonstrative fashion, making a real run at playing in Super Bowl XLVII on February 3, 2013. As if
they did not have enough motivation already.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and
general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.
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Auto

Back to school car care tips save money and bring parents peace of mind
By Scott Zimmerman
A new school year is here again. Parents and students are diligently preparing
by buying books, selecting new clothes
and stocking up on supplies for the classroom. These items are truly essential for
any successful educational experience,
but what about the student’s means of transportation? Have they
thought about the reliability and safety of the car that gets them to
and from school?
Proper vehicle maintenance is an important issue that many
parents fail to address before their child goes back to school. Whether
they’re driving 200 miles to college or three miles to high school, students should know the basics of auto maintenance. It’s a survival skill
that will serve them well throughout the remainder of their adult lives.
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A student’s vehicle may have to experience many different driving conditions and also changes in weather conditions. Many young
student drivers don’t know and possibly even care about how their car
works or how to keep it in good working condition.
In a survey by AutoExtra.com, 76 percent of children have their
own car and 82 percent of those were bought used. And, over half of
the cars children own cost under $10,000.
Therefore, most of the cars driven by students are used vehicles
with higher mileage. With higher mileage comes more frequent maintenance. Wear and tear on the car becomes a major issue and when
that is ignored it usually ends up costing money.
Most of the time when a student’s car breaks down the parent
has to deal with the hassle. Students should be taught the importance
of good car maintenance habits which would make even the highest
mileage cars more safe and reliable.
Six key maintenance tips every high school and college student should know:
Know how your car works. It is astounding how many young people do not know that. Cars have become so complicated. Most young
people have never worked on the car with dad on a Saturday morning
which was the norm years ago so they have no basic knowledge of how
to maintain and make small repairs on a car. To save money in the
future, parents should open the hood and explain to their child the
different parts of the car including how and where to check fluids.
Keep up with basic maintenance. Oil changes and tire rotation,
the simplest things can make a big difference in the longevity and life
of the car. Make sure that all fluid levels including brake, transmission
and coolant of the car are properly filled. This regular maintenance
is inexpensive and doesn’t take long, but is one of the most critical in
keeping a car reliable.
Follow the owner’s manual’s maintenance schedule. Most major repairs cost more because the car’s owner ignored the manufac-
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turer’s recommended maintenance schedule. Cars wear out. Putting
off a mechanical problem for a long period of time only causes it to get
worse and ends up costing a lot more.
Know the sounds of your car. Cars make noises and each one has
a unique sound and personality. Know your car and be able to recognize which noises are normal and those which are not. Pay attention
to your car’s unique sounds so you’ll know when something needs to
be fixed before it’s too late. If a strange noise is coming from under
the hood, something is probably wearing out and needs maintenance.
Pay attention to your dashboard lights. Gauges and warning
lights on the dashboard are the best indicators of what’s going on in
your car. If the temperature gauge rises or the oil pressure gauge drops,
it’s a serious problem. The “check engine” light is very important but
is often ignored by young drivers. It detects more subtle problems that
typically lead to bigger issues. Don’t ignore the “check engine light.”
Before you buy have your car inspected. The excitement of getting a new or even a used car can cause you to overlook repairs that
will soon be needed. A qualified mechanic can thoroughly inspect the
car and spot major repair issues before you buy. Their experience and
knowledge of the repair history of different brands will help you avoid
making a costly mistake. No one wants to buy a lemon, but someone is
always trying to sell one.
By following these practical tips, students can make sure their
vehicle is reliable and ready when they need it while parents have the
peace of mind that their child is driving in a safely maintained car.

For thousands of pregnant women, big question is a
C-section or vaginal delivery?
By Allan Katz
Each year, thousands of women come to the Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner to meet with obstetrics-gynecology experts to weigh
their options – a repeat Cesarean section (C-section) or a vaginal
delivery?
One of the OB/GYN experts that many of the women meet with
is Dr. Shontell Thomas who grew up in New Orleans, graduated from
Isidore Newman High School, received her medical degree from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and then completed her
OB/GYN training at Emory University. She has delivered hundreds of
babies during her career and has been at Ochsner-Kenner for a year.
“Sometimes there isn’t a choice,” says Dr. Thomas. “If the patient
has previously undergone what we call a ‘classical C-section,’ then a
vaginal delivery isn’t possible. If the patient previously underwent
a low transverse C-section, then she potentially has the option of a
vaginal delivery.”
Dr. Thomas, who, in her year at Ochsner-Kenner, has seen women patients from throughout the region, says what unites all of the
pregnant women who come to see her is “a shared desire and intention to deliver a healthy baby. That is really an eternal life force that
throbs within every woman who is nearing the date of birth.”
Dr. Thomas says, interestingly, she finds an increasing number
of her patients want the experience of a vaginal delivery, including
the sensation of labor and the special feeling unique to a woman
when she knows that her baby has been safely delivered. “There are
risks to be considered in a vaginal delivery, especially if the woman
previously had a C-section,” says Dr. Thomas. “That’s really the beauty of a relationship between a woman and her OB/GYN if they can
really communicate and honestly come to a heartfelt decision about
what’s best for the mom and for the baby. I think all of us on the staff

Dr. Shontell Thomas
at Ochsner-Kenner really feel very strongly about that. We take great
pride in our doctor-patient relationships. I sometimes joke and say
that it’s a woman thing but, in truth, my male colleagues often experience the same kind of personal rapport with their patients.”
Another factor that sometimes enters into the decision is sheer
fatigue. “After a woman has been pregnant for 40 weeks, she may
just be physically exhausted and fatigued,” says Dr. Thomas. “At that
point, she might very well tell me, ‘Let’s just do it right now. I can’t
take much more of this.’”
Dr. Thomas, who didn’t know much about Kenner until she began working here, says it’s really a pleasure to be part of a community
that is so friendly and interested in quality of life. “We really have
a great hospital here at Ochsner-Kenner that is an extension of a
wonderful community.”
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Preparing for the Super Bowl
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
New Orleans
has been the host to
some very big sporting events over the
years, but none bigger
than a Super Bowl. As
everyone must know by now, New Orleans will be
in the spotlight on Feb. 3, 2013 when the Super
Bowl returns to the Crescent City for a tenth time.
This high profile game will bring attention to our
region, our city and our airport. We must be prepared and that is why planning at the airport is
very much underway. Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is the official welcome
site for our flying visitors, so everything must be
ready and function as close to perfect as possible.
There will be no second chance to make a great
first impression.
The Super Bowl organization consists of
many committees that have working groups who
meet regularly to plan. The MSY Airport Super
Bowl Committee has seven internal working
groups that consist of airside operations, public
safety and security, ground transportation, public

relations and media, terminal operations, concessions and construction. These groups are responsible for a myriad of details too numerous to
mention in this report. However, some highlights
include developing ground transportation routes,
compiling assets needed for conducting a welcome, developing a private aircraft (General Aviation) parking plan for the vast number of planes
that will land, depart and park on our tarmac,
coordination with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and Fixed Base Operations (FBO)
that will handle the increased General Aviation
and charter traffic, and most importantly working with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to accommodate additional security
screening that will be needed for the day after the
Super Bowl.
The last time the Super Bowl was in New Orleans was 2002, shortly after 9/11. The airport is
undergoing major renovations both inside and out
and the Super Bowl is our target date for completion of the airport terminal modernization. As I
reported last month, in addition to the $300 million airport capital improvements scheduled and

Law
Hurricanes and estate planning
By James L. Melchers
Hurricane evacuation checklists usually include a section
called “important legal documents.” Most
folks understand the need to take insurance and
financial information with them. It is also important
to include your will, living declaration and powers of
attorney in your packet of important legal documents.
Unfortunately, most injuries and deaths due
to a hurricane occur during the evacuation or after
the storm has passed. That is why your estate planning documents should be taken with you during an
evacuation or, at the very least, a copy of them with
a note as to the location of the originals. We have
been spared the horrible flooding in recent years,
but Hurricane Katrina destroyed many original wills
that were located in bank boxes, because the banks
flooded along with everything else.
There are four basic estate planning documents
that everyone should have stored in water tight containers and preferably within fire proof boxes. These
documents are your last will and testament, general
power of attorney, special limited medical power of
attorney and declaration. The declaration states your
choice as to whether or not you want to be hooked
up to life support if you’re certified brain dead by two
physicians.
It is recommended that you review the estate
planning documents listed above at least every three
years or after any major life changes. Major life changes include marriage or divorce, retirement, death of
a parent or spouse, change in your financial situation, a move to a different house, loss of your original
documents, change in employment, birth of a child or
grandchild and your last child turning 24 (no longer
a forced heir).

You should review your will to make sure the distribution of your estate is exactly how you want it to
be now. It is appropriate to change the distribution at
the death of a loved one or some other event such as
a change in a relationship. You will want to decide if
the people you have selected to administer the estate,
raise your minor children or act as trustee of a trust
should remain the same or be changed. Also, look at
the date of your will to make sure you have taken advantage of the dramatic changes in the probate laws
which began in the late 1990s.
You should have two distinct powers of attorney which are the general procuration and the special limited medical power of attorney. The general
procuration is a durable power of attorney that allows
the person you appoint to handle your business and
personal affairs. The special limited medical power of
attorney, also a durable power of attorney, gives your
agent the right to make medical decisions for you if
you are unable to do so. You should make sure you
still want the person you have appointed to remain
as stated in the documents. Have the people moved
to a different city or state? Are they easily available
to assist you if you need them? Do you have “back up”
people named?
Additionally, review your living declaration and
its date to make sure it conforms with the new format
that was adopted in 2005 as a result of the highly publicized Terri Shivo case.
For those individuals who have not created
written wills, powers of attorney or living declarations, it would be very wise to move quickly and get
your affairs in order. It is also wise to have two originals of each document kept in different locations.
However, when you have multiple originals, you must
make sure to destroy all the prior originals when
page 18

underway, the introduction of new concessions
and restaurants will involve store renovations
that must be completed by the time Super Bowl
fans arrive as well. It will take a team effort to
coordinate the necessary renovation completions
with contractors and vendors. Next, the opposing
teams that will play in the Super Bowl will draw
enough friends and fans to significantly increase
the daily passenger traffic through Armstrong
International, not to mention the impact it will
have on commercial and private airports from
Baton Rouge to Mississippi during Super Bowl
week. To accommodate the expected increase in
passenger loads, airlines will add seating to their
normal schedule with additional or larger aircraft.
Our customer service representatives along with
host committee volunteers will hand out beads,
maps and sanctioned literature to arriving passengers, while brass bands serenade the arrivals
in our updated baggage claim.
I anticipate that the security screening after
the game will present one of the greatest challenges because of the vast number of passengers
that must be processed on the day following the
game. To make the outbound process work efficiently, we are incorporating a special 5-4-3-2-1
message for our outbound passengers. It works
like this. Check out of your hotel five hours before
your departure time. Turn in your rental car four
hours before your departure time. Check in at the
ticket counter three hours before your departure
time. Be at the security screening checkpoint
two hours before your departure time. And finally,

be at your gate one hour before your departure
time. To expedite the screening of the thousands
of passengers leaving after the game, additional
security checkpoints will be in place as well as
auxiliary locations for screening in the terminal
and special sites on the airport grounds. Our New
Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB) office staff along
with our customer service representatives and
numerous volunteers will be in the terminal to assist our passengers during their check-in process.
It is an honor to be chosen to host this exciting sporting event. The new look of our airport
and special welcome will hopefully make a positive impression on our incoming guests and set
the tone for what will be a fun time for all in our
great city. As we prepare to meet the challenges
of a Super Bowl host, we understand the important role the NOAB staff will play in making this
Super Bowl the best one ever.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for
the air time of the Armstrong International Airport
30 minute television program, “Airport Alive,” or
view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by
clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News
and Stats” page. You can now follow the airport
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO
Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website
homepage.

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065
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Louis Prima: Life went on without him
By Ed Clancy
August 26, 1978:
[Voice of Ed
Clancy, radio report
inside cemetery]...In
just a few minutes,
those people gathered here at Greenwood Cemetery, as the sun
breaks through the clouds, will be able to say
goodbye to Louis Prima. Louis will be laid to
rest in a vault right next to his beloved mother,
Angelina...Departing from one of the cars, Sam
Butera, who played with Louis for over twenty

years as “Sam Butera and the Witnesses.” Now
here comes Gia Prima, Louis’ widow. Striking
red hair against the black of mourning...They’re
now bringing the silver coffin toward the vault
where Louis will be laid to rest. [Sound of coffin
sliding] The coffin is now inside the vault. Gia
Prima is fighting back the tears right now...Also
in the crowd, Keely Smith, her eyes also red. Gia
now goes up to the coffin and kisses it.
[After family leaves gravesite] And now
Keely Smith approaches the grave and kisses
the coffin of Louis Prima. Keely takes a carna-
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tion from the top of the tomb. Some have said it
“The thing I enjoyed the most,” she said,
was three years ago that Louis went away, but “was watching him change keys on stage. They
it’s quite obvious that the grief has hit every- used to throw key changes with fingers. I still
body close to him extremely hard even though haven’t learned that, but he could change keys
he had been lying silent for three years...This
from one song to another without any musical
is Ed Clancy WGSO Newsradio at Greenwood help from any horn or any piano, just his voice
Cemetery.
and his ear. And he could do it with three or four
You may have seen Louis Prima, (usually
key changes. We never knew what he was gonna
pronounced Louie), in person at a nightclub in
do on stage. He knew how to pace a show. He
New York or Las Vegas or on television in the
knew how to handle an audience. I thought he
Fifties, perhaps one of the eight times he, Keely
was the greatest.”
Smith and Sam Butera rocked the house on “The
Her enthusiasm for the time with her exEd Sullivan Show.” If you are a younger music
husband on stage was obvious, but, when we got
fan you may have learned about him through
to talking about Louis’ illness, she became visYouTube. (Thank God for YouTube).
ibly upset and broke into tears. She said that she
Louis was a premier trumpet player, band
could not go to see the comatose Louis because
leader, jazz singer, composer and sometimes ac- Gia Prima and the family refused to tell her
tor who put Las Vegas on the map, and was the
where he was being cared for.
second New Orleans native to put the Crescent
“They won’t let me see him!” she said, as the
City on that same entertainment map – the first, tears flowed.
of course, being Louis Armstrong. You and your
The next time I saw Keely was at Prima’s
kids may have heard his voice in the Disney fea- funeral at Greenwood Cemetery. I noticed she
ture “The Jungle Book,” where he played King
was not at the gravesite. She was standing apart
Louie singing the hit song of the movie, “I Wanna
from the family members who were at the grave
Be Like You.”
with the priest. I asked her what was going on
The only time I ever saw Louis Prima in
and she told me, again wiping her tears, “They
person was not on stage, but sitting all by him- won’t let me go to the grave until the family has
self in the front row of the clubhouse at Jeffer- left.” When the graveside ceremony was finished,
son Downs, framed by the huge picture window
Gia and her family left, and Keely moved in to
overlooking the track. He was the only one in the
pay her respects.
row. I was too awestruck to go say “hi” to him, so
No one can really appreciate the impact
I just watched as he studied his racing form. I
of Louis Prima and Keely Smith onstage unless
later thought that maybe I should have gone up
they have actually seen the act. About the closest
to him because he looked so lonely.
thing you can come to that,(aside from YouTube)
The next time I heard anything about him
is to see a documentary done a few years ago
was in 1975. He had been operated on for a
called “Louis Prima: The Wildest.” It was shown
benign tumor on his brain stem. The operation
on WYES TV, but now is available only on DVD.
went badly and he slipped into a coma for almost
It was produced by Joe Lauro of Historic Films.
three years. He died at Touro Infirmary on Au“I wanted the world to know him,” says
gust 24, 1978, and was buried two days later. So
Lauro. “I never met him, but I have met Gia and
– as of this month – Louis Prima will have been
Keely, and I wanted people, today, to see his engone from us for 34 years.
ergy and his musicianship. He was overlooked as
The scene at Greenwood Cemetery that day
a jazzman. When he became an ‘entertainer,’ a
was filled with grief, of course, but was also filled
lot of the jazzmen snubbed him. But he was 100
with a serious amount of tension between the
percent entertainment.”
two Mrs. Primas. My involvement in the drama
Lauro thinks the finished product accomhad begun a few months earlier in the year when
plished what he wanted. “Sammy (Butera) cried
I interviewed Louis’ fourth wife, Keely Smith, on
at the rough cut,” says Lauro. “Sam was one of
the radio. Keely is generally credited with be- the greatest tenor sax men from that era. He
ing the impetus for Louis’ career takeoff in the
was from New Orleans and when Sam came with
Fifties. She joined his band in 1948 and mar- Louis his [Louis’] career changed.” (Gia Prima
ried Louis in 1953. Sax player Sam Butera came
also has maintained it was Sam Butera, not Keely,
along with his “Witnesses” in 1954 and the gang
who rejuvenvated Prima’s career).
recorded a string of hits for Capitol records startOn August 24, 1979, one year to the day
ing in 1955, including “That Old Black Magic,” after Louis died, his remains and those of his
Just a Gigolo/I Ain’t Got Nobody” and “I’ve Got
mother and father, were transferred to LakeYou Under My Skin.” Louis and Keely were di- lawn Metairie Cemetery (literally across the
vorced in 1961. Gia Maione became the fifth Mrs. street from Greenwood) according to records
Prima and his final singing partner.
from both cemeteries. Today, on top of the tomb
In 1978 Keely came up to the WGSO studios
stands a statue of the Angel Gabriel, blowing
and I interviewed her “live” on air for about an
his own horn. On the front door of the tomb are
hour. We talked about her career with the Louis
the following words: “When the end comes I
Prima band and their success in Las Vegas and
know, they’ll say ‘Just a Gigolo’ as life goes on
on Capitol records.
without me.”
“He was a dynamite man,” said Keely. “I hon[I would like to thank Garry Boulard, auestly believe that he is the best performer, the
thor of “Just A Gigolo: The Life and Times of
best showman that ever put a foot on a stage. Louis Prima” for his help and guidance with
He had more natural talent than anybody I’ve
this column.]
ever known.” Keely, (whose deadpan reaction to
Louis’ frantic antics are said to have inspired the
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
stage act of Sonny and Cher), was in awe of her
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
husband’s professionalism in making a very dif- ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
ficult and intricate performance look easy.
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HAIR STYLES UNLIMITED

Benefits of fitness

A Full Service Family Salon & Spa,
Specializing In
Hair Restructuring • Custom Cut & Color
Men’s & Ladies Hair Restoration • Wigs
Sculptured Nails • Manicure Services
Spa Pedicures • Facials
Full Body Waxing
Massage Therapy

By Craig Goodwin
The overall benefit of fitness is improved quality of life
as you will be able to
do things that you enjoy and do them for a longer period of time. There
are many benefits of a good fitness program that is
followed routinely. Short term benefits include a
healthier heart, stronger muscles, bones, and joints,
ability to cope with stress, as well as reduced feelings
of depression or anxiety. Long term benefits include
the reduced risk of stroke, coronary heart disease,
high blood pressure, type 2 diabetes and colon and
breast cancer. In addition, fitness plays a positive important role in atherosclerosis, asthma, osteoporosis
and low back pain.
Until physical fitness becomes a habit then the
effort to remain active may seen difficult. When you
first start a program, try to exercise at the same time
every day. You need to try to create a habit right from
the beginning and you may alter your time and place
later. Block off a part of your day for physical activity.
Mark it off on your calendar or day planner and do that
for several months in advance. Most importantly, you
have to do your physical fitness program regularly for
at least three months. It takes three months of repetition to form a habit. Fitness classes or groups provide
a consistent approach to an activity as well as joining a
local gym or participating in a team sport that will also
allow for some competition.
Another benefit of fitness is called flexibility fitness in which, through stretching, you work to maintain normal movement. Your muscles are repeatedly
shortened when they are used, especially when exercising. To counteract the shortening, your muscles

need to be slowly and regularly stretched. The stretching results in increased flexibility or ability to move
your joints through their full range of motion. As you
become more flexible, you will find it easier to perform normal activities and perform at higher levels in
sport activities as well. Benefits of flexibility include
increased range of motion as well as balance and stability, increased blood circulation and relaxation. Doing stretching for 10-12 minutes a day is generally recommended. Participating is activities such as dance,
martial arts, tai chi or yoga can allow you a way to be
consistent in your flexibility fitness program.
Different activities provide different levels of
aerobic fitness, strength and flexibility. Activities
such as bicycling, whether outdoor or indoor stationary, running, jump roping, walking and swimming
will give you excellent aerobic fitness with a good
strength component. Activities that provide a good
flexibility component to the exercise include martial
arts, yoga and gymnastics. The most important part
of fitness is choosing the right activity for you, one
that you will enjoy and get the most benefit. Mark
your calendar today and start benefiting from your
fitness program tomorrow.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Community
Gulf Coast Bank hosts fifth annual
community silent auction
Gulf Coast Bank has launched its fifth annual
month-long fundraiser, “Auctions in August.” The silent auction, also held online, first began in 2008 and
benefits more than 300 charities with the proceeds
from more than a thousand items. In 2011, with the
inclusion of a 1953 Corvette Stingray donated by
Oscar-winning actress Sandra Bullock, the auction
raised just over $186,000 for a variety of local, regional
and national charities, schools and non-profits.
The list continues to grow until auction time
and items are often added in the first weeks of the
auction, but so far, some of the items available for bidding include a dinner for ten at Acme Oyster House,
gift cards to Five Happiness Chinese Restaurant, a
round of golf and cart rental at City Park Golf Course,
a child-size Mercedes-Benz electric car, and dinner
for two at historic Antoine’s Restaurant. As usual,
sports fans will have a lot to bid on this year, including a football autographed by the Saints 2011 team.
The idea for the auction began with Gulf Coast
President and Chief Executive Officer Guy Williams,
who thought that August would be ideal for a summertime auction to benefit many charities while giving
participants a chance to win some fun prizes. All of the
15 Gulf Coast Bank branches participate by displaying
auction items during the entire month of August.
“It’s a silent auction that features hotel stays,

vacations, sports memorabilia, fishing trips and collectibles,” explains Williams. “So please stop by any
of our Gulf Coast Bank branches to bid on items being auctioned off that might appeal to you, with the
added benefit of your winning bid being donated to
a needy charity!”
What is truly unique about the auction is that
the donors of the prizes determine which charity will
benefit from the sale of a particular item when it is
successfully auctioned. The charities themselves are
able to get involved, too, as many charitable organizations put forth items to be auctioned off with the
proceeds going back to their organization.
In its first year, 2008, the auction raised $50,000
for more than 100 local, regional and national charities and schools. Over the last three years, the auction
has grown and last year, it more than doubled its proceeds. The goal for 2012 is to have another milestone
year for the auction’s fifth anniversary.
Participants can bid on items online at
auctionsinaugust.com or by visiting the branches. While all items are accessible via online bidding, people are encouraged to visit the different
branches to view the items and help generate buzz
and interest among the community. The auction is
open to the public, including bank customers and
non-customers alike.
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on the purchase of services that total $40 or more
on your initial appointment.
Call now to take advantage of this offer…

Making You More Beautiful is
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our oBjective,
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STATE REpRESEnTATivE

TONY LIGI

DISTRICT 79 TOWN HALL MEETING
WHEN: August 15, 2012, 6:30 p.m.
PLACE: KENNER PAVILION
(Corner of Loyola & Vintage)
TOPIC: 2012 Legislative session recap
4425 Clearview Parkway, Suite “B”
Metairie, LA 70006

456-3173
ligit@legis.state.la.us
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$100 Million Beefy Mac
By foodieforone.com

Beefy Mac – NFL quarterback Drew Brees’ required
pre-game meal during football season. After the
33-year-old star quarterback of the New Orleans
Saints confirmed a five year, $100 million dollar
contract to remain with the Saints, very likely until
the end of his NFL playing career, foodieforone.com
ramped up this classic dish to make it suitable for
New Orleans’ new $100 million dollar man.
Ingredients
8 ounces pasta shells • 4 ounces Cheddar cheese • 1 ounce Colby Jack
1 ounce Pecorino Romano • 1 cup heavy whipping cream • 1 pound ground round (90% lean)
3 Creole tomatoes • 8 ounce can tomato sauce • 3 tablespoons butter • 1 tablespoon olive oil
1/2 teaspoon oregano • 2 teaspoons Stavo’s Cajun seasoning • 1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
Directions
Slice tomatoes 1/2 inch thick and place on sheet pan. Drizzle with olive oil, season with oregano.
Place in 400 degree oven for 40 minutes.
As tomatoes roast, prepare beef and create cheese sauce as pasta boils.
On medium heat, brown beef, adding Stavo’s Cajun seasoning and Worcestershire sauce. Place
browned meat in a colander to drain. Place back into pot and add tomato sauce. Making cheese
sauce from scratch is fairly simple. Begin by melting 3 tablespoons of butter over medium heat
and adding one cup of heavy whipping cream. Reduce cream on stove top for 5 minutes, shred
and add three cheeses. Use a whisk to combine into a smooth mixture and continue to reduce over
medium heat for another 5 minutes.
Rapidly boil the pasta until tender and drain. Add the pasta to the beef mixture and stir. Once
tomatoes are roasted, cut each slice in half and add the crescents to the beef and pasta.
Top each serving with a dash of freshly grated Pecorino Romano.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and
Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed
recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
0812_Recipe Corner.indd 1
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Latin American News

Tope de Santo Domingo de Guzmán
By Rafael E. Saddy
The Nicaraguan
Association extends
an invitation to all
to join in sharing the
celebration of Santo
Domingo de Guzmán
(Saint Dominick), the patron saint of Nicaragua.
The celebration will take place on Saturday, August 11, from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the Kenner
Heritage Park located at 303 Williams Boulevard.
At the end of the 19th century, in Managua,
Nicaragua, the discovery, surrounded by mysticism,
of a small Catholic statuette of Saint Dominic (Santo Domingo) de Guzmán provoked the start and
evolution of a massive traditional festivity that is
colorful and full of fervor and happiness which ultimately transformed into 10 days of festivities of the
capital city. In Kenner that tradition is carried out
at a smaller scale by the Asociación Nicaragüense
de Louisiana (ANDELA) and its sponsors starting
with a St. Dominick Mass at 4:00 p.m. at the chapel in Kenner’s Heritage Park. Following the Mass,

Yenni
from page 1

stepped forward to run with the support of most
of those who had backed Muniz. After his victory,
Yenni quickly suffered a defeat when he backed
a referendum to raise property taxes for the benefit of the police and fire departments that was
overwhelmingly defeated. Undeterred, Yenni continued to be aggressive and was able to achieve a
succession of victories.
The one that he says he’s proudest of was only
won recently when the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality decided to give Kenner a
second low-interest loan that will help fund work
on Kenner’s dilapidated, outmoded sewerage system that has fallen into disrepair during the last 20
years. The state and federal governments vowed to
levy huge fines on Kenner if the city didn’t make
significant moves to improve its outdated sewerage
system. Former Mayor Muniz got a first loan from
DEQ and now Yenni has gotten a second loan.
“I think DEQ has given us a vote of confidence
because they see that we are moving aggressively to
do all the things that are needed to give us a modern, effective sewerage system that will improve
the quality of life for our citizens,” says Yenni. “This
allows us to postpone a bond issue that previously
seemed essential.”

the festivities takes off featuring the traditional
popular characters that are typically-Nicaraguan,
such as the “Gigantona,” a “gigantic” woman that
dances to the sound of drums, the “Cabezón,” her
short and “big-headed” dance partner and life-size
bull and cows who all dance around the saint as
he leaves the chapel and parades through the park.
Young women dressed in folkloric costumes and
representing the different regions in Nicaragua
also accompany the colorful parade.
The protocol continues with the swearing in
of the incoming “Mayordomo,” the “Mayor of the
Festival” and the special recognition to the city of
Kenner with Mayor Mike Yenni as honorary mayor
of city of Managua for this day. Ending the protocol
is the crowning of the India Bonita, Queen of the
Festival. This year they are four queens representing various regions of Nicaragua. The festival is followed by a dance-party featuring a popular local
musician and live band Ovi’G & the Froggies (Las
Ranas). They will be playing folkloric, salsa and
Latin dance music for the audience. Net proceeds

from donations and sponsorships will be used for
the annual purchase of Christmas toys for disadvantaged children in Nicaragua. To learn more
about the festivities of Santo Domingo de Guzmán
and to experience first-hand the culture, food, music, sights and sounds from the Latin community,
join us for a family gathering at the Kenner Heritage Park in Kenner Rivertown. For information
call 466-1483.
Community announcements
Aug. 3 – Divine Mercy Parish presents the
Sojourney. A filmmaker and his son journey to the
other side of the world in search of understanding
one of the most mysterious places on Earth. Special family event with all proceeds benefitting the
Rumbo family, victims of a tragic fire in Kenner.
For information call 466-5016.
Aug 11 – ANDELA presents Tope de Santo
Domingo.
Aug 21 – Latin Council general meeting and
discussion on issues affecting the Hispanic communities. For information call 296-3976.

Aug 23 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general
meeting and inauguration of new officers. For information call 466-1483.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access to
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the
K-TV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought. “There are two
things to aim at in life. First, to get what you want,
and after that, to enjoy it. Only the wisest of mankind achieve the second.”

Yenni especially enjoys telling of his administration’s successful pursuit of the Coconut Beach
volleyball league that was lured to Kenner’s Laketown development from New Orleans’ West End.
“Every week, thousands of men and women
come to Kenner to play volleyball,” says Yenni. “We
are going to try to convince them that Kenner is
a great place for them to buy a home and raise a
family. We are telling them that real estate prices
in Kenner are excellent in comparison to others in
the region offering them a chance to get bargains in
both the residential and business markets.”
The mayor also points to his efforts to revitalize Rivertown, Kenner’s historic district that
features 19th Century buildings and a batture overlooking the Mississippi River.
On the economic front, under Yenni’s direction the number of city workers have been reduced
by 130, $2.8 million has been shaved from the annual budget and the surplus fund this past year has
increased by $1.4 million to a total of approximately
$7.5 million. For the first time in years city employees received raises under Yenni’s administration.
Yenni says with pride that no Kenner mayor
has worked as diligently as he has to get citizens
from the private sector involved in the effort to
transform the city. He points to the Economic Development Committee headed by Kenner resident
Henry Shane, with 35 citizens serving on it, and the

Code Enforcement Board 11-member advisory committee, headed by civic leader Debbie Settoon, who
hold scheduled monthly meetings with the goal of
clarifying code violations and beautifying the city.
“I’ve worked in government all my life and
what I’ve learned is that there is a lot of input
from leaders outside of government that can be
very helpful,” says Yenni. “Fortunately, in Kenner,
we have lots of folks who have been successful in
business and traveled the world. They have a lot of
experience and insight that we in government can
utilize. I think we’ve been very successful bringing
those people into committees and boards, taking
advantage of their wisdom and energy. The new
Code Enforcement Board has tremendous energy
and is attacking the problem of blight and code
violations with all the innovation and enthusiasm
that we had hoped for. They are involved and have
really jumped into the fray and are already making
an incredible difference.”
The Economic Development Committee,
after interviewing experts, reviewing resident
surveys identifying the city’s strengths and weaknesses and researching comparable cities, identified 74 specific goals and actions to accomplish
those goals along with the agency or department
responsible. Costs or potential funding sources
and timetables, varying from short to long-term,
are listed for each goal. The airport, airport buyout land, Rivertown, Laketown, The Esplanade
mall, economic policy, JEDCO, entrepreneurial
development, charter schools, the school system,

vacant land, zoning, beautification, commercial
redevelopment, code enforcement, traffic flow,
public trust in city government and transportation
infrastructure are among the topics specifically
targeted in the committee’s findings.
“The Economic Development Committee’s extensive report is very specific and we have already
seen success in some of their recommendations,
such as the approval of the elementary and high
charter schools that will have their home in Kenner,” said Yenni. “Hopefully, we will have an influx
of parents moving to Kenner to live near the charter schools.”
The mayor says his goal for the second half of
his term is “corridor development” – by which he
means attracting new investors to Kenner who he
hopes will be willing to put large tracts of now vacant land into commerce. He is proud of his administration’s success in bringing new stores to Kenner,
including a Target in The Esplanade mall and says
the next step is to begin the development of, for example, the properties on Williams Boulevard from
Vintage all the way up to the lakefront.
“I feel very good about what our team – both
those in government and those in the private sector – have accomplished in the first two years of our
administration,” says Yenni. “There is still a lot to
do but I think people in Kenner are pleased and
impressed by our energy, our innovative skills, our
commitment to inclusion and our advocacy of new
ideas. And, hopefully, the best is yet to come.”
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Melchers
from page 15

you update them a few years later. It is good for each
agent listed on a power of attorney to have a document with original signatures.
As to life insurance policies, retirement benefits and other non-probate assets, make sure your
primary and secondary named beneficiaries are
exactly as you currently want them. A deceased
spouse or child should be removed as a named
beneficiary. If a beneficiary needs to be changed,
call the appropriate entity (insurance company,
financial institution) and ask for a beneficiary
change form. Remember to complete the form and

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

return it immediately. This is very important because a non-probate asset can become a probate
asset if the named beneficiaries are no longer alive.
Hurricane season will be with us through November. Make sure your evacuation packets include
your estate planning documents.
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at
Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s primary
areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts,
successions, corporate law, and personal injury.
Melchers can be reached at 467-1092 or visit the
website at www.melcherslawfirm.
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Government
Amy Guerra, president of the Kenner Rotary
Club, recently announced Kenner Police Sergeant
Brian McGregor and Kenner Fire Captain Ronnie Scharwath have been selected the city’s top
first responders. “Policemen and Firefighter of
the Year” are international Rotary awards that
recognize outstanding service to the community
beyond the call of duty through job and volunteer
activities. Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway and
Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers nominated McGregor and Scharwath for the awards.
Sergeant McGregor joined the Kenner Police Department in August 1994. In 1997, he was
accepted to the criminal investigations division
where he has been assigned to investigate Kenner’s most serious felonies. Chief Caraway noted
that McGregor’s sharp eye for detail and superior
investigative skills have resulted in the arrest and
convictions of numerous individuals to lengthy
terms, including life in prison. In 2005, McGregor
was selected to participate in the FBI’s Internet

Crimes Against Children Task Force. Federal
agencies throughout the New Orleans area frequently call on Sgt. McGregor for help with Internet crime cases.
Captain Ronnie Scharwath was born in 1957.
He was hired by the Kenner Fire Department on
October 3, 1983. Scharwath was promoted to fire
driver on September 18, 1986 and then to fire
captain on February 5, 1997. On February 28, 2011,
Ronnie Scharwath became a district fire chief.
Chief Hellmers said, “Ronnie always gives us 100
percent. Even though he will be retiring very soon,
he will still work with us as a volunteer fireman.”
Incoming Rotary Club President Chuck
George commented, “Kenner is lucky to have first
responders like these two gentlemen. We are well
protected.” George then presented each with a
plaque and a $100 check of appreciation.

Moore and Driscoll named
Kenner’s outstanding employee of the month

Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner Rotary Club honors 2012 Kenner
policeman and firefighter of the year
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Photo by Barry Sprague

During a meeting of Kenner city department heads on July 18, 2012, Myron Moore,
a mechanic in the city’s fleet department, was selected as outstanding employee of the
month for June 2012. Moore, a city employee for five years, was cited for outstanding performance on the job and for always willing to lend a hand to coworkers. Jennifer Driscoll, a
secretary in the city’s personnel department for the past four years, was recognized also as
an outstanding employee for the month of June. Driscoll was acknowledged by her fellow
coworkers for assisting and performing additional duties with diligence and in a cheerful
manner while the director of civil service was on maternity leave.

2151 Williams Blvd.

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

Kenner Police Chief Caraway, policeman of the year Sgt. Brian McGregor
and Rotary member Chuck George.
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Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers, firefighter of the year District Chief Ronnie Scharwath
and Chuck George, Rotary member.
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank
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