
Zahn announces for 
Jefferson Parish 
District 4 Council Seat

On August 
20, 2011, 
Kenner District 
3 Councilman 
Ben Zahn 
a n n o u n c e d 
his decision 
to run for the 
Jefferson Parish 
C o u n c i l m a n 
District 4 seat in the October 22, 2011 
election.

Zahn, 43, is a lifelong Republican. 
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LOUIS ARMSTRONg NEW ORLEANS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS UNdERgOINg MILLIONS Of dOLLARS IN RENOVATIONS. ThE 
ExTENSION AbOVE Of CONCOURSE d WILL Add SIx AddITIONAL gATES ANd IS ExPECTEd TO bE fINIShEd IN ThE fALL Of 
ThIS YEAR.

With renovations 
costing some $300 
million now underway 
at Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International 
Airport, Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu has sent word 
to the Aviation Board 
that he is thinking about 
a possible $1 billion 
expansion of the airport.

Mayor Landrieu’s 
representative to the 
Aviation Board said the 
mayor believes that the 
full economic potential 
of the region can only 
be achieved by a major 
expansion of the airport. 
However, in the past, 
former New Orleans 
mayors have found 
themselves at odds with 
Kenner mayors and City 
Councils when their plans 

for expansion raised 
concerns in Kenner about 
air traffic over the city, 
noise and congestion. In 
previous political battles, 
New Orleans mayors 
agreed that Kenner has 
the right to approve 
or disapprove of any 
proposed expansions of 
the airport.

The $300 million 
in renovations now 
underway or recently 
completed are a product 
of planning and funding 
during the administration 
of former New Orleans 
Mayor Ray Nagin.

Deputy Director 
Michelle Wilcut, media 
spokesperson for the 
airport, gave this rundown 
of work at the airport that 

$300 million of airport renovations underway, New Orleans Mayor Landrieu 
explores possibility of $1 billion expansion
bY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 31

Since the formation 
of the Rivertown 
Advisory Committee, 
there have been some 
major developments 
that seem to indicate 
better days are ahead for 
Kenner’s historic twelve-
block district that features 

buildings constructed 
back when the city was 
a railroad town and an 
agricultural center.

Committee Chairman 
Kevin Centanni, a 
Jefferson Parish justice of 
the peace whose district 
includes Kenner, knows 

the history of the city well 
as his great-grandfather 
moved to Kenner in 1890. 
Centanni, having a unique 
interest in Rivertown, 
was instrumental in 
bringing the Deutsches 
Haus German-American 

Focus on Rivertown development produces 
increased activity, more chances for development
bY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 28

Kenner officials in 
negotiations with Kohl’s
bY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner and JEDCO officials are 
working closely with representatives 
of the Kohl’s Department Store chain 
in hopes of bringing a Kohl’s store to 
the Chateau Village shopping mall at 
West Esplanade Avenue and Chateau 
Boulevard.

One of the owners of the shopping 
mall is Mohan Kailas, who along with his 
son, Praveen, has also been negotiating 
directly with representatives from Kohl’s. 
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria 
DeFrancesch said the talks are going 

continued on page 27continued on page 23

Public support for property 
tax renewals is of greatest 
urgency, says Mayor Yenni
bY ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Michael S. Yenni says 
every person serious about Kenner’s 
quality of life needs to circle Saturday, 
November 19 on their calendar and 

continued on page 30

Kenner a part of 
Hollywood South
bY ALLAN KATZ

You may have noticed movie crews 
setting up their equipment in Kenner 
neighborhoods recently. Increasingly, 
movie companies are finding their way 
to Kenner to shoot scenes for movies 

continued on page 30



2  September 2011 - KENNER STR

East Jefferson  
General Hospital

Affiliated with

No one fights cancer alone.
HealthFinder: 504-456-5000                                           www.ejgh.org/cancercare 

As a Cancer Care Navigator, Debbie Schmitz works with cancer patients and their 

families from the time of diagnosis through survivorship as a one-on-one resource 

throughout their cancer journey. Debbie is one of four site-specific navigators who 

serve as nurse, confidant, friend and advisor to their patients. It is a unique role that has 

proved to be extremely effective in helping patients win their battle with cancer. 

Debbie Schmitz, RN 
Cancer Care Navigator

“I love the fact that
we all work together  

creating  
new survivors  

every day.” 
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Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway), The 
Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System and 

beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System, explore the 
planets and their moons, and search the night sky for distant stars, 
nebulae, and galaxies. Audiences will be amazed by the stunning 

imagery and up close views of The Planets! 

The Planets

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The 
Ultimate Wave follows a quest to find the perfect wave-riding 
experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among the islands of French 

Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing action 
in a unique Pacific paradise.

The UltimateWave Tahiti

Saturday - 3 p.m.

Saturday - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. 

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

        Kenner City  Pavilion

Mardi Gras & Exhibition Hall   

Heritage Hall         St. Mary’s Chapel

Laketown

Veterans Park

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and 
Blue!  From patriotic to pop, this show rocks to a wide selection 
of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.  

Selections include Summon the Heroes, Santorini, a Beatles 
Medley, and many other familiar favorites!

Laser Spirit

Saturday - 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

SaTURDay SHOWIngS OnLy
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©2011 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, 
healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.

Prostate cancer is the 
second leading cause  
of cancer death 
in american men
Prostate cancer is one of the most commonly diagnosed cancers among men in the U.S., but is most 

treatable when caught early. Because early detection is the best protection against cancer, Ochsner 

offers advanced screenings and innovative treatment options. In support of National Prostate Cancer 

Awareness Month, Ochsner is hosting a FREE PSA screening in your neighborhood.

free Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) Screening 
This simple blood test measures the level of PSA, a protein that at increased levels can indicate prostate cancer.

Friday, September 16 – 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner 
Medical Office Building - 1st Floor Atrium
200 West Esplanade Avenue, Kenner

for more information: Visit ochsner.org/getscreened or call 504-464-8000. 

O-K-133_KennerStar_PSA_8_25.indd   1 8/25/11   1:18 PM
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Louisiana Democratic Party heyday is ancient history
bY JEff CROUERE
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From the Editor

Political
continued on page 23

It has been 
a mind numbing 
decline for 
the Louisiana 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party over the 

past three decades. In 1978, 90 percent 
of the registered voters in Louisiana 
were Democrats. Today, less than half of 
Louisiana voters are registered Democrats. 
This is the first time in the state’s recorded 
history that a majority of voters are not 
registered Democrats. 

The last four years have been 
especially troubling for the Democratic 
Party as their registration totals have 
declined by 100,000. More and more 
voters are switching their party affiliation 
from the Democratic Party and registering 
as Republicans or Independents. Newly 
registered voters are also moving away 
from the Democratic Party in greater 
numbers.

This has resulted in Democrats 
not only losing majority status among 
registered voters, but also becoming a 
minority in the Louisiana Legislature. 
Just a few years ago it was almost 
inconceivable that the Democrats would 
not control the legislature since the party 
has been entrenched in power since 
Reconstruction. In the late 1970s, there 
were only a handful of Republicans in the 
legislature. During the Reagan Revolution 

of the 1980s a few more Republican 
legislators were elected. Gains were also 
made during the Bush years, but it was 
not until recently that major changes have 
been seen.

In the past few years, a sizeable 
number of veteran legislators, like former 
Edwin Edwards ally John Alario, have 
switched to the GOP to save their seats. 
When a partisan Democrat like Alario 
switches, it is especially bad news for the 
Democrats.

Not long ago, Louisiana Republican 
leaders joked that their numbers were so 
few they could fit “in a phone booth.” 
Today, the GOP controls the Louisiana 
political landscape. How times have 
changed! Over time, Louisiana voters 
started to realize that the national 
Democratic Party was too liberal and 
that the party did not represent their 
conservative values. With Democratic 
Party presidential nominees like Walter 
Mondale, Michael Dukakis, Al Gore, John 
Kerry and Barack Obama, who can blame 
Louisiana voters for making the switch?

Another key factor involved the 
adoption of the state’s open primary 
system, which allowed people to vote in 
any election regardless of party affiliation. 
During the party’s heyday, almost all 
major candidates and elected officials 
were Democrats. At that time there were 
party primaries and if voters wanted 

to play a meaningful role in the major 
elections, they had little choice but to 
register Democrat. Ironically the open 
primary championed by then Governor 
Edwin Edwards, a staunch Democrat, 
helped end the party’s dominance in the 
state.

While helping Republicans gain a 
foothold in the state, Edwards was also 
a master politician who was elected 
governor four times, the most in state 
history. Although his considerable talents 
were often used for nefarious activities, 
he certainly entertained the people of 
the state with his outgoing personality, 
joke telling and charismatic campaign 
style. He struck a chord with Louisiana 
voters who rewarded him with 16 years 
in the governor’s mansion. Today, the 
Louisiana Democratic Party could surely 
use someone like Edwards to run for 
governor. Currently, only unknown and 
unfunded Claiborne Parish teacher Tara 
Hollis has stepped forward to challenge 
Governor Bobby Jindal. Yet, the problem 
is even more serious for the Democrats as 
they have few candidates to compete for 
the other statewide offices. 

The party is in such shambles that 
other than U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu, 
there is no Democrat in statewide 
elected office. As late as 2006, almost 
all Louisiana statewide elected officials 

continued on page 23

It has been 
so quiet that it is 
hard to believe 
that on Saturday, 

October 22, 2011, Kenner voters will 
face a very long ballot in the voting 
booth as the governor, all state and 
Jefferson Parish officials and state 
legislators will be up for election.

On the local level, there will 
definitely be a new face representing 
Kenner on the Jefferson Parish 
Council. Term-limited and prohibited 
from running again is current District 
4 Councilman Louis Congemi, whose 
district comprises the majority of 
Kenner and a small part of Metairie.

Although the date for candidates 
to qualify to be on the ballot is 
September 6 through 8, Kenner 
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn is 
the only candidate who has officially 
announced to the Kenner Star his 
intent to run for the Jefferson Parish 
District 4 seat.

Zahn, who through the years 
has served on numerous boards and 
committees in Kenner government, is 
in his second term on the Kenner City 
Council. Kenner Police Chief Steve 
Caraway told me his feelings about 
Zahn’s experiences as a councilman, 
saying “Ben has demonstrated the 
courage to fight corruption and stand 
strong with law enforcement. He is a 
decisive leader with integrity and he 
will be a terrific good government 
leader on the Jefferson Parish 
Council.”

I’ve known Ben Zahn a long 
time, going back to the days before 
he ran for public office. Since he was 
elected to office, no member of the 
council has worked harder at serving 
the public than he has. So it was no 
surprise to me when Zahn announced 
he would run for the Jefferson Parish 
Council and that Chief Caraway along 
with Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
said they will support him.

Our October edition of the Kenner 
Star will have a complete list of all the 
candidates running in the upcoming 
October 22 election.

Airport expansion 
and cooperation

After a year in office, New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu has figured out 
that the best, surest way to expand 
the economy of his city and the metro 
area is to enlarge Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport 
and vastly increase the number of 
passengers that it serves.

The likelihood is that in 2011, 
Armstrong International will serve 
some eight million passengers. But, 
assume for the sake of argument that 
the airport were serving 15 million 
passengers a year. If that were the case, 
New Orleans, Jefferson Parish and 

Kenner would need a billion dollars’ 
worth of new hotels, restaurants, 
attractions and roadways. Instead of 
a $3 billion-a-year tourism economy, 
the metro area would be looking at a 
$6 billion a year tourism boom. Instead 
of 150,000 jobs serving the tourism 
economy, there would be 300,000 jobs 
– not just jobs in New Orleans, but 
jobs in Jefferson Parish, in Kenner, the 
River Parishes, St. Bernard Parish and 
St. Tammany Parish.

Other New Orleans mayors have 
seen the potential but they have 
always mishandled the relationship 
with Kenner. New Orleanians talked 
down to Kennerites as though the 
most important fact was that New 
Orleans had a larger population 
than Kenner. But, population size 
is irrelevant. The most important 
legal, moral and political fact is that 
Armstrong International is located in 
Kenner since 1947 and Kenner will 

Ben Zahn enters Jefferson Parish Council race; Is airport expansion 
on the horizon?
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Government
Demand for services growing in tough economy
bY MIChAEL S. YENNI
Kenner Mayor

While the 
current economic 
downturn slows 
productivity and 
commerce, it 

does not create a decline in the needs of 
the citizens. Conversely, a sour economy 
causes our local government to get even 
busier, as we have to manage to provide 
more services with fewer resources.

The city’s departments are working 
with fewer resources than they had just 
three years ago. We are managing the 
city in a way the taxpayers demand – as 
efficiently and effectively as possible. 
We continue to look for new ways to 
improve and lower expenditures while 
ensuring quality city services.

I have stayed busy serving as a 
commissioner representing Jefferson 
Parish on the Regional Planning 
Commission (RPC). The RPC is the 
conduit whereby many federal and state 
grants are funded to local government 
and it is extremely important to 
be engaged with this important 
commission. I am proud to have been 
successful in bringing some significant 
projects to the city via this avenue.

The Veterans Boulevard resurfacing 

improvements from Salem Street to 
Virginia Street are expected to be bid 
during the latter part of this month. 
The total estimated construction cost 
is $2,500,000 and the city of Kenner’s 
local match is $500,000. This project 
calls for the cold-mill and overlay 
of this section of roadway, plus the 
addition of a six-foot wide shoulder for 
the eastbound section.

Another major project that will 
come to fruition is the improvements 
to the Loyola Avenue/I-10 intersection. 
The intent of this project is to alleviate 
traffic-related problems at this location 
by building a dedicated right turn 
lane for southbound Loyola Avenue 
to westbound I-10. This project is 
also expected to be bid this month 
and the estimated construction cost 
is $1,100,000. The city budgeted $ 
220,000 in capital funds to provide our 
local match.

A series of pedestrian-oriented 
sidewalk improvements are now slated 
for construction along the east side of 
northbound Williams Boulevard from 
Veterans Boulevard to 32nd Street. This 
project has an estimated construction 
cost of $400,000 and fortunately, there 

is no local match. The design of this 
project is expected to commence soon 
as well.

The 26th Street/Crestview Avenue 
Bridge was recently replaced under the 
Federal Off-System Bridge Program. 
The work was completed several 
months ago at a cost of approximately 
$1,400,000.

Another future improvement 
of Veterans Boulevard calls for the 
resurfacing from Belleview Boulevard 
to Salem Street. The project will 
provide for the cold-mill and overlay 
of this section of roadway, plus 
modification type improvements to an 
existing bridge. The RPC is estimating 
the project to cost $1,700,000. The city 
will be required to match $340,000.

We are excited to be working with 
Jefferson Parish officials to provide a 
complete restoration of the pedestrian 
walkway and bikeway along the 
lakefront stretching from the Duncan 
Canal to Williams Boulevard, which is 
expected to commence in 2012.

Independent of the Regional 
Planning Department we have pursued 
many other grant opportunities through 
the efforts of our grants administrator. 
The collaboration of the Parks and 
Recreation and Planning Departments 
has resulted in the city’s being awarded 
two grants for improvements to Kenner 
City Park and Veterans Park. A new 
playground is under construction for 
special needs children in City Park 
by way of the National Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Grant and 
an improved walking trail in Veterans 
Park will follow through the state 
Recreational Trails Grant.

The Louisiana state Department 
of Transportation and Development 
and the National Highway Safety 
Administration awarded Kenner a 
grant that we are especially proud of as 
it improves the efficiency of services 
and lowers operating costs to the city. 

With this grant, Kenner Mayor’s Court 
moved to a new paperless system. This 
newly implemented program improves 
the speed at which the city clerk’s 
can file and obtain needed documents 
while reducing the city’s consumption 
of paper. This grant not only reduces 
the labor intensive task of filing court 
documents but helps eliminate potential 
errors that can occur when tracking and 
filing court documents.

The city received a local road 
safety grant from DOTD that provided 
funding for the addition of new safety 
and warning signs throughout the city 
along with a comprehensive resiliency 
grant sponsored by the Louisiana 
Recovery Authority for updating of the 
city of Kenner’s comprehensive zoning 
ordinance. The updates included 
within the new comprehensive zoning 
ordinance will address the city’s hazard 
risk areas, land development codes and 
economic development priorities.

We are also very proud of the three 
historic preservation grants awarded 
to the city by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the state 
Office of Cultural Development and 
Historic Preservation. These grants will 
provide for completion of the building 
assessment, a stabilization plan and 
rehabilitation strategy for the Old 
Kenner High School. As a result of this 
detailed study the city now has a plan to 
preserve and eventually rehabilitate our 
most notable historic structure.

These are only a few of the steps 
that the city has taken to fight the 
financial struggles that have become a 
hindrance to our growth. I, along with 
my administration, will continue to 
search for funding sources such as these 
to continue the progress of our city. 

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

KPBA hosting networking lunch in Rivertown
The Kenner Professional Business Association will be hosting an informal 

lunch along with networking on September 15, 2011. Lunch ‘N Lagniappe is a 
structured networking activity that will highlight three member businesses. The 
meeting is open to the public.

Lunch ‘N Lagniappe will be held from 11:30 until 1:00 p.m. at the Mardi Gras 
Museum in Rivertown, located at 415 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The cost for 
the meeting is $10 and cash or check only are accepted. The light lunch is free.

Reservations are required by 5:00 p.m. on September 12. RSVP to kathy@
melcherslawfirm.com.

The KPBA club is a community-based networking organization for men and 
women. For more information about attending the KPBA meetings or joining the 
club visit www.kpba.biz. 

Community
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On Sunday, 
October 9, 2011, 
come out and 
help the Kenner 

Police Department and other local law 
enforcement agencies give crime a 
going away party. Everyone is invited 
to the twelfth annual national Night 
Out Against Crime kick-off party, 
taking place at Laketown in Kenner 
from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. There will 
be exciting entertainment including 
children’s activities, various displays 
and demonstrations by law enforcement 
professionals, a red beans and rice cook-
off, live music by Karma and great food 
– all free. The kick-off party is a prelude 
to the 28th annual National Night Out 
Against Crime, which will be observed 

locally on the evening of Tuesday, 
October 11, 2011.

Representatives in every area of law 
enforcement will be at the kick-off party 
to talk with you. This is an excellent 
opportunity for people considering 
a career in law enforcement to have 
their questions answered by experts 
in the field and to find out what their 
jobs are all about. It’s also a great time 
for citizens and officials to interact 
and discuss important issues in our 
community. Through this event, you 
can learn about the many programs 
that are available to you, including the 
KPD Women’s Self Defense Program, 
the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy 
and the KPD Community Police Corps. 
Programs like these empower you to 

take a stand against crime and to help 
others do the same.

You can help us celebrate the 28th 
annual national Night Out Against Crime 
on Tuesday, October 11 in a variety of 
ways, such as having a block party, a 
cookout, flashlight walks or by sitting on 
your front porch with your lights on – a 
symbol that has become a tradition over 
the years. Your participation will have 
a positive impact on your neighborhood 
and will help increase crime prevention 
awareness throughout the streets of 
Kenner. The national Night Out Against 
Crime is a great first step in starting 
your own neighborhood watch group. 
It’s an event that started in 1984 with 2.5 
million people in 23 states, and has now 
grown to include over 37 million people 

in over 15,000 communities from all 50 
states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities 
and military bases worldwide.

If you are interested in learning 
more about the kick-off party, registering 
your block party for national Night Out 
Against Crime or starting a neighborhood 
watch group in Kenner, contact the 
KPD Community Relations Division at 
712-2294, 712-2395, nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com or jvirgil@kennerpd.com. 
For more information on the national 
Night Out Against Crime, please visit 
www.nationalnightout.org/nno/about.
html. 

Chief Caraway can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the 
Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com.

Government
National Night Out Against Crime festivities set for October 9 and 11
bY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Responding to and resolving constituent concerns
bY TAMIThA P. ShAW
Interim Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement director

Since assuming the position of 
Kenner’s Interim Inspections and 
Code Enforcement Director, the most 
important goal has been responding to 
and resolving concerns made by the 
citizens. There are numerous calls made 
to the complaints department regarding 
constituent concerns that a property 
owner is violating an ordinance.

When a call is made to the 
complaints department, it is forwarded 
to our road inspection officers to inspect 
the premises, takes pictures and to 
determine the validity of the complaint 
within the standards and requirements 
of the code of ordinances as passed 
by the city council. These ordinances 
mandate how the road inspector should 
resolve the complaint. If the road 
inspector finds that the reported concern 
is a violation of an ordinance, the road 
inspector takes the next appropriate step 

to have the property brought up to code.
However, if the road inspector 

cannot determine that a violation exists 
as required by an ordinance, the concern 
must be determined as invalid. This, at 
times, presents a problem because it is 
perceived that the road inspector either 
is not doing his or her job, or that he or 
she knows the alleged violator. It is hard 
to explain that, while it may be assumed 
that an action is a violation, it does not 
rise to the level of a violation under 
the ordinance. For example, if a citizen 
reports high grass, which is a violation if 
it is over seven inches in certain instances, 
and the road inspector measures and 
determines through measurement that 
the grass is only four inches, a violation 
cannot be given. Normally, the road 
inspector will notify the alleged violator 
of the ordinance to make him aware that 
a violation could soon follow.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben 
Zahn thinks that the intersection of 
Vintage Drive and Williams Boulevard 
is in a high-traffic area and still has a lot 
of developmental possibilities.

Therefore, the councilman said he 
would put up $23,843 from his district’s 
capital budget account, which can only 
be used for infrastructure, to beautify 
the intersection, including a decorative 
wall and landscaping. Councilwomen-
at-Large Jeannie Black and Michele 
Branigan contributed $10,000 from 
their capital budget infrastructure 
account to lift the total funding for the 

beautification to $43,843.
“The money in my district capital 

budget account is dedicated for 
infrastructure improvements and I think 
that this main intersection is one in 
Kenner that can use some enhancements 
similar to what has been done to medians 
on Veterans Boulevard in Metairie,” 
said Zahn.

Zahn also said he is very grateful 
to Councilwomen Black and Branigan 
for their support. “I’m thankful to them 
for sharing my vision for this area and 
helping me with this beautification 
project,” he said. 

Vintage and Williams intersection to be beautified
bY ALLAN KATZ

Nonetheless, we are thankful for 
those calls that are received by the 
Department of Inspections and Code 
Enforcement. The department is only 
staffed with seven road inspectors and 
the calls from these citizens represent 
those concerned about the continued 
quality of life in the city of Kenner.

If a constituent has a concern that a 
violation may exist, they may report their 
concern to the complaints department of 
the Department of Inspections and Code 
Enforcement by calling 468-7516 and 
468-4068 or by sending in writing to 
1801 Williams Boulevard, Building B, 

Suite 102, Kenner, Louisiana, 70062. 
Please remember that reports may 
remain anonymous. However, if any 
identifying information is given, it may 
be subject to a public records request. 
Therefore, if you want to remain 
completely anonymous, do not provide 
any identifying information when 
making the complaint. 

Tamithia P. Shaw, interim director 
of Kenner’s Inspections and Code 
Enforcement Department can be 
reached at 468-6606 or iced@kenner.
la.us.

DANCE CLASSES
FOR

ALL AGES
2401 Veterans

in Kenner

For class schedules and more information
www.cdadance.com (504) 466-5856

• Ballet • Tap • Modern

• Jazz/Hip Hop • Acrobatics

• Preschool Dance

• We Provide Fun for All ages
through a small class
environment!

• Family oriented Recitals

• Exercise while your child
attends dance class!

Zumba classes in Kenner and Metairie, 
see our website for times and locations.

Zumba® and Zumba Fitness ® are registered
trademarks of Zumba Fitness, LLC

C
D

ADance
& Fitness

Register Now

ENROLLMENT FEE WAIVED WITH THIS AD
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Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
announced a new, permanent office of 
the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters 
will open in Kenner on September 
13, 2011. The full-service office will 
be able to perform all the services 
currently provided by offices in the 
Joe Yenni Building and the Charles 
Odom Building on the Westbank. Any 
citizen of Jefferson Parish will be able 

to use this new office to register to 
vote, change name and address or party 
affiliation, request an absentee ballot or 
vote in person during the early voting 
period. The office will be staffed by two 
permanent employees and will be open 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. During early voting periods 
the office will be open from 8:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. and on election days from 

6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Yenni said, “Kenner citizens won’t 

have the aggravation of having to 
travel to the Yenni Building to cast an 
absentee ballot but can make a short 
trip to this south Kenner location in 
the Rivertown area.” Yenni also said 
he is excited about the opening of the 
new office as an increase in total parish 
voter registration and voter turnout is 

anticipated as due to the convenience 
of this location.

With the upcoming gubernatorial in 
October, Jefferson Parish and statewide 
elections in the fall, as well as next year’s 
presidential election, Mayor Yenni said, 
“I am pleased to offer this new voter 
office as service is a top priority in 
relating to the citizens of Kenner and the 
surrounding areas.” 

In August, 2011, Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals 
Secretary Bruce D. Greenstein 
announced the department’s new food 
safety website, www.eatsafe.la.gov, 
which features the sanitary inspection 
reports of the nearly 34,000 Louisiana 
retail food establishments DHH permits 
and inspects.

“Louisiana is known for the unique 
culinary experiences it offers residents 
and visitors alike,” said DHH Secretary 
Bruce D. Greenstein. “To maintain our 
rightfully-earned reputation of having 
the best food in the nation, restaurant 
patrons must have confidence in 
the sanitary conditions of our food 
establishments. Our new EatSafe site 
empowers residents to make informed 
decisions about where they eat and to 
become partners with us and our state’s 
restaurants to help prevent food-borne 
illness.”

While traditional sit-down 
restaurants and fast food chains are 
included, restaurants only account for 50 
percent of the establishments monitored 
by DHH’s Food Safety Certification 
Program. DHH is responsible for 

permitting and inspecting more than 
8,800 markets – including meat and 
seafood markets – 4,700 bars, close to 
2,500 daycare and residential facilities 
and a number of seasonal establishments 
like snowball stands in the summer and 
food carts found at festivities across the 
state.

“We are very enthusiastic about 
making this important public health 
information easily accessible for 
Louisiana’s residents and visitors,” said 
Clayton Williams, assistant secretary 
of the Office of Public Health. “This 
initiative not only demonstrates our 
commitment to transparency; it is also 
another buttress to our public health 
infrastructure, enhancing our ability 
to protect the health of the public in 
partnership with the food industry and 
consumers.”

Health inspection reports have 
always been public record, but prior to 
the release of this website, residents had 
to request copies from the parish health 
unit in their area and then go to the health 
unit to view them. Full reports will 
still be available at parish health units, 
but EatSafe will give users details on 

State Treasurer John Kennedy recently 
issued an alert to Louisiana citizens 
on www.LATreasury.com regarding a 
national unclaimed property email scam 
uncovered by the National Association 
of Unclaimed Property Administrators 
(NAUPA).

“The people of Louisiana should 
be on full alert for email messages that 
request personal information regarding 
supposed ‘found’ unclaimed property,” 
says Kennedy. “I want people to know 
with certainty that Louisiana’s Unclaimed 
Property Division should be the first and 
last stop for searching for and claiming 
unclaimed property.”

According to NAUPA, Americans are 
receiving deceptive messages stating that 
it is from the director of NAUPA and that 
an abandoned package has been found 
belonging to the recipient. Replies to the 
message are forwarded to a contact with 
an international phone number. Individual 
state programs, such as Louisiana’s, are 
the only legitimate portal for searching 
and claiming unclaimed property.

“Anyone receiving these emails or 

any suspicious email asking for your 
sensitive personal information, should be 
immediately deleted and reported,” says 
Kennedy. “Let me be clear, our unclaimed 
property program is a free service to 
Louisiana citizens. It’s free to search 
and free to make a claim. Any person or 
organization that tells you otherwise is 
just plain wrong.”

Kennedy and NAUPA encourage 
individuals to report any suspicious 
unclaimed property communication to 
the Internet Crime Complaint Center 
(IC3) online at www.ic3.gov and the 
Federal Trade Commission at www.
ftccomplaintassistant.gov. NAUPA has 
provided examples of the fraudulent 
unclaimed property messages online at 
www.unclaimed.org.

Since 1972, the unclaimed property 
program has returned nearly $250 
million to over 200,000 Louisiana 
citizens. Louisiana citizens can search for 
unclaimed property free at anytime online 
at www.LATreasury.com or by calling 
1-888-925-4127 Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters Office opening in Kenner

DHH announces 24/7 access to Louisiana restaurant inspections through new food safety website

Louisiana Treasury warns of national 
unclaimed property email scam

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
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violations found at each establishment 
and corrective actions taken.

Retail food establishments are 
assigned to one of four categories, 
routine, re-inspection, pre-opening or 
complaint. Inspections are performed 
between one and four times each year 
depending on the type of operation. 
When violations are found during a 
routine inspection, the establishment is 
given a time frame for compliance in 
which a sanitarian will return to perform 
a re-inspection. Otherwise, inspections 
are unannounced. The website 
differentiates the type of inspection, as 
well as whether the violations found 
were remedied.

There are two main violation 
categories, critical and non-critical. 
Critical violations are those that, if left 
uncorrected, are more likely to directly 

contribute to food contamination and/or 
illness. Non-critical violations are those 
that are determined not to be directly 
related to the cause of food borne 
illness, but if left uncorrected, could 
become critical.

“Every day, in every parish, our 
sanitarians are dedicated to making 
sure restaurants and other food 
establishments are safe for our residents 
and visitors,” Secretary Greenstein said. 
“EatSafe.la.gov gives us another tool in 
our tool box to keep food-borne illness 
at bay. We will continue to improve and 
update the site based on the feedback 
we receive because food safety is 
everyone’s business.”

The website will be updated daily, 
but DHH officials are reminding 
residents that it’s important to remember 

continued on page 30

Government
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No Job Too Big or Too Small

The city of Kenner has received the 
2011 Community Achievement Award from 
the Louisiana Municipal Association. The 
award was given in recognition of historic 
improvements in Kenner’s Mayor’s Court 
which hears all Kenner traffic cases, code 
enforcement cases and other misdemeanors 
charged by the Kenner Police Department.

The story of how Kenner came to win the 
2011 Community Achievement Award actually 
begins in 2007 when then-Mayor Ed Muniz 
was informed by the court’s magistrates and 
prosecutors that they were hopelessly bogged 
down in an outmoded, obsolete method of 
operations that required the filing and storage 
of thousands of paper documents. The methods 
of the court dated back to the 1930s or 40s and 
had little relevance for the 21st century, they 
told the then-mayor.

Muniz turned the problem over to his 
Chief Administrative Officer Mike Yenni, 
now Kenner’s mayor, who decided the city 
should install a computerized system of 
management in the Mayor’s Court that did not 
require even a single piece of paper. At Yenni’s 
request the Mayor’s Court applied for and 
received a grant through the Louisiana Traffic 
Records Coordinating Committee and others. 
Working with a local software firm, Digicomm 
Systems Inc., the Mayor’s Court developed 
a computerized system for handling all of its 
cases.

Today, that system is considered a model 
for courts across the nation and that led to 
the award from the Louisiana Municipal 
Association. “The unsung heroes of this story 
are the prosecutors, magistrates and clerks of 
the Mayor’s Court who, in effect, had to learn 

Kenner wins award for paperless improvements to mayor’s court
bY ALLAN KATZ

an entirely new language in the transition from tons of 
paper to a keystroke on a computer,” says Keith Conley, 
Kenner’s city attorney. “But, of course, you have to 
know how to make the right keystroke for the system 
to work the way it was designed. The people who make 
the mayor’s court work are all due an ovation because 
they have made the transition to the new, computerized 
system and made the Mayor’s Court one of the most 
effective, speedy, 21st century courts in the region or 
the nation.”

Conley said the Kenner Police Department has also 
been instrumental in making the system flow smoothly 
by scanning documents into the system. “For people 
accessing clerk of court records their wait time is now 
considerably improved. There are no delays as there 
were when files were walked around and paper was 
being moved. Clerks no longer have to physically 
pull a file from the file room and can readily answer 
someone’s question in person or on the phone as all 
the files are at their fingertips. Attachments can now be 
released immediately,” said Conley.

According to Conley eventually everything will 
be linked online and residents will eventually receive 
immediate electronic notices. He said the system is 
constantly being improved upon and the technological 
advances are endless. 

The Jefferson Parish Library will launch an 
updated version of its elec tronic catalog system 
on Thursday, September 1. The latest version of 
SirsiDynix’s software, Enterprise 4.1, will provide 
many user enhancements including collapsible 
menus for easy visual navigation, drag-and-drop 
account management and the ability to better refine 
searching options.

The roll-out upgrade will be provided to all 
15 branches, as well as the online catalog that 
customers can access from home. The software was 
previewed to the library industry at the American 
Library Association’s Annual Conference in New 
Orleans last week.

“Enterprise 4.1 gives libraries the intuitive, 
simple search experience users have come to expect 
from the web, but with the robust content delivery 
and refinement capabilities that characterize a 
library,” said SirsiDynix Chief Executive Officer 
Matt Hawkins.

Customers searching the new library catalog 

also will find enhanced social media integration 
that further socializes the catalog with Facebook, 
ChiliFresh, Google Books, LibraryThing, Twitter 
and more. Searches by specific subject, author and 
exact availability at all current library locations also 
will be simplified. Building upon previous versions 
of the software, customers will continue to be 
able to place holds online and transfer items to the 
closest library location.

Upgrading the software system is one of many 
library upgrades the parish is rolling out in the 
second half of 2011, which also includes upgrading 
public computers, faster networking and new 
shelving for DVDs and books to help customers 
better find enjoyable materials to take home.

“Our commitment to the citizens of Jefferson 
Parish is to provide the best experience possible 
when they come to the library,” says Ricardo Mesa, 
library network administrator. “We will continue to 
improve our technology to meet the needs of the 
community.” 

Jefferson Parish Library upgrades to newest 
online catalog to provide enhanced searching

Since August 15, 2011, the Kenner Social 
Security office began closing earlier and began 
opening to the public Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., a reduction of 30 
minutes each weekday.

While agency employees will continue to 
work their regular hours, this shorter public 
window will allow them to complete face-to-
face service with the visiting public without 
incurring the cost of overtime. Congress 
provided Social Security with nearly $1 
billion less than President Obama requested 
for the budget this fiscal year, which makes 
it impossible for the agency to provide the 

amount of overtime needed to handle service to 
the public as in the past.

Most Social Security services do not 
require a visit to an office. Anyone wishing 
to apply for Social Security benefits, sign up 
for direct deposit, replace a Medicare card, 
obtain a proof of income letter or inform the 
Social Security Administration of a change 
of address or telephone number may do so at 
www.socialsecurity.gov or by dialing the toll-
free number, 1-800-772-1213. People who are 
deaf or hard of hearing can call the SSA’s TTY 
number, 1-800-325-0778. 

Social Security office changes business hours

451-1408 • 305-1185
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Airport expansion — A new plan for the future
bY IfTIKhAR AhMAd
director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

At the August New Orleans 
Aviation Board meeting, the 
following letter from New Orleans 

Mayor Mitch Landrieu was presented to the Board Chairman 
Nolan V. Rollins by New Orleans city officials:

Dear Nolan:
The Louis Armstrong International Airport (“MSY”) 

serves as a gateway to millions of tourists and business 
travelers each year and is a critical driver for the creation 
of jobs and economic development. MSY is the front door 

of our City, and improving our airport is integral to 
our success as a world-class travel destination and 
hub for commerce. I know the New Orleans Aviation 
Board (“NOAB”) shares my commitment to the 
revitalization of MSY.

MSY is a critical asset for the City, the region 
and the State. MSY carries approximately 80% of the 
State’s enplanements. It provides over 12,450 direct 
and indirect jobs for our community and facilitates 
over $2.6 billion in tourism spending.

I commend Aviation Director Iftikhar Ahmad, the 
NOAB and MSY staff for their efforts over the last 
year. Significant progress has been made to improve 
the air service, facilities and customer experience at 
MSY.

We’ve seen renewed confidence by air carriers in 
the strength of the New Orleans market. International 
service to Toronto was added, and we gained nonstop 
service to several new domestic destinations, including 
Milwaukee, Kansas City and San Francisco. To make 
facilities more attractive and customer friendly, 
MSY completed an upgrade of the flight information 
display system throughout the terminal and opened 11 
sets of completely renovated restrooms and 9 sets of 
restrooms with minor renovations. We also began the 
mid-term terminal renovations to enhance the look of 
the terminal inside and out prior to Super Bowl 2013. 
To improve customer service, concession hours were 
increased from 8:00 am-5:00 pm. to 5:00 am-8:00 
pm. And ground was broken on the new Consolidated 
Rental Car Facility to house all rental cars in 
one convenient garage location. MSY’s financial 
condition was recently recognized as improving, as 
both Standard & Poor’s and Fitch upgraded its bond 
ratings.

As we continue our efforts to grow our air service 
to meet the demands of our residents, businesses, 
visitors and conventioneers, we see continued growth 
in passenger traffic from MSY. MSY exceeded 8.2 
million passengers in 2010 with a 5.1% increase, a 
post-Katrina high. Further, we understand that, in the 
first quarter of 2011, enplanements at MSY were up 
7.9%, compared to a national average of only 2.2%.

However, we know we have a long way to go 
to achieve the world-class airport that this City 
deserves. The Tourism Master Plan I commissioned 
as Lieutenant Governor identified the dated airport 
infrastructure and poor arrival experience as major 
“dissatisfiers” inhibiting our ability to grow as a top 
tourism destination, which we know also inhibits our 
ability to compete as a top destination for business 
and industry.

Our current facility is over 50 years old, much 
older than any of its peer airports. As a result of our 
crumbling infrastructure and other factors that drive 
costs up, we’ve seen the cost per enplanement (the 
cost to airlines to operate service from MSY) increase 
over the last several years, putting New Orleans at 
a competitive disadvantage to other cities with lower 
costs. We must take measures to correct these issues.

A world-class city like New Orleans deserves a 
world-class airport. MSY’s facilities must enable it 
to achieve excellent customer service, amenities and 
most importantly, connectivity and more direct flights. 
We must modernize our existing facility to improve 

efficiency and costs, while allowing us to grow and 
compete in this 21st-century economy.

As the 300th anniversary of New Orleans 
approaches in 2018, my vision is to create a world-
class, international airport that will contribute to the 
economic vitality of our region. For over 30 years, 
we have studied this issue, and we have collectively 
rejected proposals to move the airport to other 
locations. We cannot afford to let another 30 years go 
by without a clear path forward.

To that end, we have reviewed MSY’s master plan 
and, in particular, its evaluation of options regarding 
the current airport facilities. The plan considered the 
option to build a brand new state-of-the-art airport 
terminal on the north side of current airport property, 
and rated it very highly. It also considered the 
possibility of expanding the airport adjacent to and 
west of the existing facility.

I am writing to request that the NOAB immediately 
undertake an in-depth and robust analysis of the 
proposed northside plans and make a recommendation 
to me for further action. The analysis should include: 
financial feasibility, environmental impact, design, 
and operational impacts, including potential uses for 
the existing terminal and surrounding infrastructure.

This report should also include: comparative 
analysis between the westside and northside options; 
cost-benefit analysis of continuing with current 
plans to improve the existing facility infrastructure, 
including the terminal and ground transportation 
improvements, in light of the potential construction of 
a new or expanded facility.

We will only pursue a course of action that is in the 
best interest of the citizens of New Orleans – one that 
is financially feasible and delivers a strong return on 
investment. We must also take into account the needs 
of MSY’s neighbors, the City of Kenner, Jefferson 
Parish, St. Charles Parish and others, to ensure their 
quality of life is protected. Finally, any new plan must 
be acceptable to airlines and should promise to lower 
MSY’s cost per enplanement, which will increase the 
marketability of New Orleans for more air service.

I look forward to continuing to work with you 
and the NOAB to ensure the success of MSY and the 
economic growth and competitiveness of our City.

Sincerely,
Mitchell J. Landrieu
City of New Orleans, Mayor

As we move forward, we will do everything 
possible to deliver an airport facility that is sound and 
mirrors the greatness of this city. I look forward to 
reporting our progress. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may be 
reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your local 
listings for the air time of the Armstrong International 
Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport 
Alive,” or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.
com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the 
“News and Stats” page. You can now follow the 
airport on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter 
@NO Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at 
the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s 
website homepage.

“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.



KENNER STR - September 2011   11

Community

The first annual Kenner Wine and 
Food Event will be held at the Chateau 
Golf and Country Club on Thursday, 
November 10, 2011, offering 60 
different wines and cuisine from 
15 area restaurants. It is open to the 
public and will be held from 6:00 p.m. 
until 9:00 p.m.

“This is something we’ve been 
considering for some time,” says 
Michelle Swanner Yenni, general 
manager of Chateau Country Club. 

“We feel that Kenner is certainly 
capable of supporting a wine and food 
festival right here in our town. We’ve 
lined up some wonderful wines that 
will appeal to every taste, we have 
some great restaurants that are very 
anxious to participate and show off 
their best dishes and we’ll have live 
music by Groovy 7.”

She said that among the restaurants 
that have agreed to participate in the 
event are Copeland’s, Messina’s, Zea, 

Austin’s, Mr. Ed’s, Casa Garcia and 
many more. Yenni said that weather 
permitting, the event will be held 
poolside at Chateau with Groovy 7 
playing under one of the gazeboes. 
“Our plan is to have a fun, chic and 
sophisticated event with great music, 
food and wine that people will 
remember for a long time,” said Yenni.

She said the cost of the event 
will be $65 per person and the event 
will be limited to 200 people. The 

management team is now lining up 
sponsors who will receive advertising 
benefits and whose funds will help 
cover the costs of advertising, tickets, 
entertainment, lighting and the overall 
set up. Members of Chateau Country 
Club will receive a $10 discount on 
tickets.

Yenni can be reached at 467-1351. 

Kenner’s first wine and food festival to be held at Chateau Estates Country Club in November
bY ALLAN KATZ

Members of the National 
Association of Letter Carriers (NALC), 
a chartered member of AFL-CIO, in 
Kenner will head to Super Walmart, 
located at 300 West Esplanade Avenue 
in Kenner, as part of a nationwide 
effort to raise funds for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association.

The “Deliver the Cure” satchel 
drive event is the first annual 
nationwide satchel drive event for 
MDA and NALC and will have 
participating letter carriers raise 
money by seeking donations from 
friends and acquaintances by “filling 

their satchel.”
NALC represents city delivery 

letter carriers employed by the U.S. 
Postal Service. The union became 
MDA’s first national sponsor in 
1952 and today represents more than 
300,000 active and retired members

“Letter carriers are an important 
element of American life. They 
deliver the mail faithfully, but they’re 
also very much vital supporters of the 
communities in which they live,” said 
NALC member Keisha Willis. “We 
want to do our part on behalf of Kenner 
citizens who can use our help.”

“NALC is a loyal friend whose 
members here in Kenner have devoted 
long hours of their personal time – in 
this case their one day off a week – 
to supporting MDA over the years,” 
MDA Fundraising Coordinator Ashlyn 
Falgout said. “The ‘Deliver the Cure’ 
satchel drive event is a wonderful 
idea, and we’re looking forward to 
helping our letter carriers make it a 
great success.”

Money raised by the single-day 
event will locally support MDA’s 
research and services programs, 
including sending kids to MDA camp, 

flu shots, support groups, durable 
medical equipment repairs, clinics 
at LSU and Children’s Hospitals and 
many other local services.

MDA is the nonprofit health 
agency dedicated to curing muscular 
dystrophy, ALS and related diseases 
by funding worldwide research. 
The association also provides 
comprehensive health care and support 
services, advocacy and education. 

Kenner letter carriers to hold first annual satchel drive to aid MDA
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In 2006, East Jefferson General 
Hospital began celebrating its 35th 
anniversary year by honoring 35 
extraordinary team members for 
their service to the hospital. As we 

celebrate our 40th year as your community hospital, we 
have selected our “Great 40.” These 40 team members 
represent a high level of care and a dedication to their 
individual professions.

Those recognized as an EJGH Great 40 are Donna 
Ackerman; Susie Amick, RN; Kerri Barthelemy; Aimee 

EJGH recognizes its “Great 40” team members
bY KEITh M. dARCEY

Berthelot; Andrea Bryant, RN; Rita Caanono-
Bradford; Kenneth Campo; Matthew Charles, 
RN; Amanda Christina; Tammy Dwelle, RN; 
Robin Foret, RN; Deborah Gauff; David Green; 
David Gruber; Karen G’Sell, RN; LaTonya Guice; 
Tiffany Holdsworth, RN; Monica Johnson; Mary 
Lipani, RN; Laura Loupe; Jane Macera; Maxine 
Malone; Shannon Manzella, RN; Kim Matthis, 
RN; Leo Muralles; Thuy-Duong Nguyen, RN; 
Joann Parta; Essie Robinson; Shelley Rodriguez, 
RN; Josephine Rogers; Dana Schmidt, RN; 
Pamela Schroder, RN; Rachel Seeger, RN; Erin 
Sims, RN; Kelly Smith, RN; Tanya Solly, RN; 
Vicki Strecker, RN; Beverly Tate; Kim Toca, RN 
and Denise Whelan.

The wonderful part of the 40 recognized 
team members is that they also represent every 
aspect of the hospital. Some provide care at the 
bedside with hands-on patient care while others 
fill administrative roles. The common thread 
they all share is the understanding that no matter 
what function they fill, treating our patients and 
guests with respect is paramount.

“I want to congratulate all the members of 
our “Great 40” class,” says Dr. Mark Peters, 
EJGH President and chief executive officer. “I 
am proud to let the community know of their 

achievement. Each one of them walks into this 
hospital everyday and delivers compassionate 
care to everyone they encounter. They are assets 
to this hospital and this community.”

Another unique aspect of this recognition 
program is that selected individuals must be 
nominated first by a peer. Their peers often work 
alongside side of them and see their exceptional 
level of professionalism. It is, in every sense, a 
team member program driven by team members.

East Jefferson continually strives to be an 
employer of choice. That starts with attracting 
the best people and giving them the needed 
support to effectively excel in their roles. By 
doing that, we believe it is a win for the hospital, 
our patients and this community. 

Keith M. Darcey is a communications 
specialist with East Jefferson General Hospital 
located at 4200 Houma Boulevard in Metairie. 
Darcey can be reached at 889-7110 or at 
kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson General 
Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet 
hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-profit 
community hospital, providing care to the 
residents of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish 
and surrounding communities. EJGH’s website 
is www.ejgh.org.

September is national “Prostate Awareness” 
month. And, Dr. Robert McLaren, a urologist at 
the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner says he knows 
from many years of experience that thousands of 
American men – including many in Kenner – will go 
in for their prostate exam only because the woman 
or women in their life nags them until they agree to 
do it.

“Unfortunately, from an adult male point of 
view, taking a prostate exam is the equivalent of 
taking several spoonfuls of castor oil when you’re 
11-years-old,” says Dr. McLaren. “Very few do it 
voluntarily. But when the woman in a guy’s life or 
the women he cares about the most all lean on him 
to go take the free prostate screening exam, that’s 
when he grudgingly agrees to do it.”

The Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner will be 
among the medical institutions offering free prostate 
screening exams in September. Dr. McLaren says 
he has no doubt that female pressure will result in 
the discovery of many enlarged prostates and quite 
possibly, in some cases, may lead to a life-saving 
outcome.

“Beginning at age 50, men need to take the 
prostate exam,” says Dr. McLaren. “African-
Americans need to begin taking the exam at age 40 
because their cancers present at an earlier age. This 
is also true of men with a history of prostate cancer.”

Dr. McLaren said many men who don’t have 
prostate cancer nevertheless have problems with 
benign prostate enlargement or “BPH” that may be 

getting them up several times a night to urinate or 
causing other urinary troubles. “Prostate screening 
often leads to discovery of prostate problems that 
aren’t life threatening but have a lot to do with the 
quality of one’s life,” he said.

For those who do have prostate cancer, there are 
many options. Some prostate cancers are indolent 
and pose no threat to the patient. “There are many 
instances where we are certain that something else 
will kill the patient long before his prostate cancer,” 
says Dr. McLaren. But other prostate cancers can be 
virulent and have to be treated in order to prevent 
progression of the cancer.

“But,” he said, “the most important thing is to 
do exactly what the women who love you advise 
and take advantage of the offer of free prostate 
screening. In some cases, it will be life-saving. 
In other instances, it will lead to treatment that 
makes your life a lot more comfortable. And, 
in some instances, the prostate screening exam 
will lead to a clean bill of health. But, you won’t 
know unless you accept the offer to recognize the 
importance of “Prostate Awareness” month by 
taking advantage of the opportunity to have your 
prostate checked.”

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner will provide 
free PSA blood tests on Friday, September 16 from 
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on the first floor of their 
medical office building at 200 West Esplanade 
Avenue. 

What does it take to get a guy to take a prostate 
exam? The woman in his life!
bY ALLAN KATZ

National Association of Letter Carriers, branch 4342 
“Fill the Satchel” 

 
 

Help letter carriers 

 
 
 

Sunday, October 2, 3011 – 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 

Super Walmart, 300 W. Esplanade, Kenner 
 

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years
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Community

High Summer Utility Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and 

stay cool this summer.

Kenner Saves Energy
(504) 267-2037

www.KennerSavesEnergy.com

 e City of Kenner is providing FREE 
home energy check-ups to Kenner residents.

   e COMPLETELY FREE check-up includes:
 FREE home energy assessment including 
 infrared imaging and a blower door test.

 FREE energy-saving products, like compact 
 �uorescent light bulbs.

 FREE how-to book with detailed instructions
 for over 200 home energy e�ciency projects.

Space is limited. Sign up today!

Paid for by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy

113-year-old tradition returns to Kenner
St. Rosalie’s procession and Mass returns to Kenner’s historic Rivertown 

on Sunday, September 11, 2011, celebrating the city’s rich Italian culture. 
This annual act of thanksgiving was begun to honor St. Rosalie, the beloved 
patron saint of Sicily. In 1898 St. Rosalie is believed to have answered the 
prayers of local farmers who believed were granted a miracle when they 
sought her intercession to save their animals from an anthrax virus. The 
Mass, celebrated by Father Richard M. Miles, the pastor, will begin at 3:00 
p.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church at 1908 Short Street in 
Kenner.

Following Mass at 4:00 p.m., walkers will commence on a three-mile 
procession of faith and prayer in south Kenner. Throughout the journey 
participants will carry the statue of St. Rosalie, along with relics, returning 
to the church at 6:00 p.m. for the benediction of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond as the principal celebrant. The procession 
spans over 113 years of tradition in Kenner, where a large Sicilian heritage 
endures.

All day, beginning at 11:00 a.m. the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court Madonna will be serving an Italian dinner which will include cookies 
and Italian bread. Cookies and Italian bread will also be served after 4:00 
p.m. Mass on Saturday, September 10, 2011.

For more information call the OLPH rectory at 464-0361. 

504-464-0791 HQ

504-909-0791 Cell

benzahn@cox.net

BEN ZAHN 
FOR JEFFERSON 

PARISH COUNCIL 

DISTRICT 4

Ben’s hallmark is his open-minded, people 

first, thoughtful approach to governing. 

Treasure Chest Casino marks 17th 
anniversary in Kenner
bY ALLAN KATZ

The Treasure Chest Casino is marking its 17th anniversary in the city of 
Kenner on Labor Day in September, 2011.

Jacob Fousch, promotions coordinator for the Treasure Chest, says the 
casino is proud to be a part of Kenner. He said the Treasure Chest currently 
has more than 700 employees, offering more than 950 slot machines and 30 
table games for its customers.

Fousch said the Treasure Chest has set November 19, 2011, for its 
“Treasure Fest,” a festival aimed at raising funds for the Save Our Lake 
Foundation that has led the fight to turn Lake Pontchartrain from a polluted 
lake where swimming was barred into a bountiful recreational treasure that 
is home to hundreds of thousands of birds, fish, crabs, shrimp and other 
wildlife. Among the highlights of Treasure Fest will be the appearance of 
bands such as Contraflow, MoJEAUX and Rockin’ Dopsie.

“We’re all proud to be a part of Kenner, a great city where many of our 
employees reside and raise their families,” said Fousch.

Treasure Chest Casino, in its arrangement with the city, in recent years has 
annually contributed in the neighborhood of $5 million to the city’s coffers. 

Kenner Star Website

www.kennerstar.com
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6900 Veterans Blvd.
Matairie Louisiana 70003

www.dealndougs.com

Hours of Operation:
Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm
Saturday: 9am - 8pm

Sunday: Closed

2003 Mercedes 
Benz-C230

$11,990 $248
month

2007 Chevrolet 
Avalanche LT

$20,990 $366
month

2008 Lexus
LS 460

$39,990 $629
month

2006 Lexus
IS 350

$21,990 $422
month

2004 Mercedes 
Benz S55 AMG

$22,990 $432
month

2004 Nissan 
Armada SE

$15,590 $333
month

2010 Dodge 
Charger SXT

$19,990 $329
month

2004 Dodge Ram 
Crew Cab

$11,990 $299
month

2008 Ford 
Edge

$17,990 $312
month

2004 VW Beetle 
Convt.

$11,990 $248
month

$9,990 $235
month

2004 Jaguar
X-Type

2003 Jaguar
S-Type

$11,990 $299
month

Banking

Standard and Poor recently 
downgraded the credit rating for the 
United States from AAA the very 
best, to AA, still good but not best. 
This doesn’t mean that the United 
States will default on its debts, but 
it does mean that we are not seen 
as being as creditworthy as we were 
in the past. What does this mean? 
And why are the markets in such 
turmoil?

In my younger days, there were 
times when I would still be at a bar 
or night club when it closed. The 
music was playing, the lights were 
low and the drinks were flowing. 
Life seemed good. Suddenly the 
bartender said, “Ok, folks. Time to 
go home” and turned the lights on. 
The cozy and comfortable bar of a 
few moments ago is now visible in 
the bright light.

The scene is not real attractive. 
The floor is dirty, drinks were spilled, 
cigarette butts are everywhere and it 
doesn’t smell good.

That is what happened to the 
US government. We were spending 
lots of money with no plans to pay 
it back. Our only plan was to keep 
increasing our debt and continue 
to borrow every year to pay our 
expenses.

The extended debate about the 
debt ceiling caused us to turn on the 
lights and actually look at where we 
are financially. The picture wasn’t 
pretty. Unfortunately, everyone is 
now looking. It is hard to know what 
is going on when the discussion is 
about trillions and billions. Rather 
than look at the trillions in debt, 
another way to look at the situation 
is to consider a family.

Imagine that the Washington 
family earned $46,000 and 
spent $70,000. The $24,000 of 
overspending was added to the 
credit card debt. The total credit 
card and mortgage debt for the 
Washington family now totals 
$260,000.

Then, after months of wrangling, 
Sam and Martha Washington find 
that they can cut their spending by 
$760 this year. That’s right, they 
spend $24,000 more than they make 
and they can only cut their spending 

by $760. But there is hope they 
have a plan to reduce their annual 
spending by $2,300 so next year 
they will only spend $21,700 more 
than they make.

That is what Congress just 
agreed to in the budget deal. When 
you break it down to the family 
example it looks like way too little 
to solve the problem. In fact the 
Washington family is still on the path 
to insolvency. That is what S&P saw 
and that is why they downgraded 
our debt, they don’t think that we are 
serious about solving our financial 
problems. Based on these numbers, 
it is hard to disagree.

What does this mean for us? No 
one knows. The historic ways that 
government repays large debts is 
to increase income while reducing 
spending. Another approach is to 
inflate the value of the currency and 
thus devalue the debt or to simply 
slog on with slow growth and a 
continuing high deficit.

A growing economy can cause 
revenue to increase. Raising taxes 
will also increase revenue but it 
risks slowing growth. Inflation hurts 
savers and it is hard to stop once it 
starts. Usually the end of inflation is a 
deep recession. Ignoring the problem 
could lead to very slow growth and 
declining living standards.

None of the choices are easy and 
the world wonders if we have the 
will power to act responsibly.

Winston Churchill said, “You 
can always count on the American 
people to do the right thing, once 
they have tried everything else.”

I think that we will do the 
right thing, reduce spending, 
increase revenue and restore fiscal 
responsibility. We just have to finish 
trying the other things. For the next 
few years, expect more market 
turmoil. 

Guy Williams is president and 
chief executive officer of Gulf Coast 
Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 
3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian 
Behlar, branch manager, can be 
contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf 
Coast Bank and Trust’s website at 
www.gulfbank.com.

AAA or AA credit 
rating, what does it 
mean?
bY gUY WILLIAMS
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4103 Williams Blvd. in Kenner • www.raymondsjewelry.com • 504-443-2440
A tradition of service... a reputation of trust

Raymond’s invites you to preview our new Eleganza Collection of beautiful hand-crafted 
sterling silver & 18kt gold jewelry with colored gemstones. Most items retail priced $199-$599

raymonds ad  8/24/11  3:52 PM  Page 1

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Back row: Kenny, Brandon, Joshua, Roy
Front row: Scott, Corwin, Ryan, Scott

Please present coupon at time of payment.

Purchase of
$150 to $250

Expires
September 30, 2011

Purchase of $250 and up

EVACUATION BUCKS!

D i s o r d e r s 
of the Achilles 
tendon represent 
a common 

cause of foot 
pain and dysfunction. Anatomically, 
the Achilles tendon inserts on the 
calcaneus or heel bone. The Achilles 
tendon forms the insertion of the 
gastrocnemius and soleus muscles. 
The gastrocnemius, which originates 
above the knee, and the soleus, which 
originates on the back of the tibia, are 
located in the posterior leg or calf. 
These muscles function to plantarflex 
the foot which enables us to push off 
when we walk or run. The Achilles 
tendon is encased in a thin, vascular 
layer of tissue called a paratenon.

The Achilles tendon is subject 
to a variety of overuse type 
syndromes. Paratenonitis refers to 
a painful condition characterized 
by inflammation of the paratenon. 
Tendinosis refers to a degenerative 
condition of the tendon itself. The 
term “tendonitis” when used in 
reference to the Achilles tendon 

is a misnomer because the tendon 
undergoes a degenerative rather than 
an inflammatory process.

Patients affected by Achilles 
tendon dysfunction typically are young 
athletes or older active individuals. 
Diagnosis is made by a careful history 
and physical examination. Patients 
may report pain or tightness anywhere 
along the course of the Achilles 
tendon from the musculotendinous 
junction to the calcaneus insertion. 
Pain more commonly occurs with 
activities such as running or walking. 
Physical examination will show 
tenderness to palpation of the tendon. 
Swelling of the tendon may be present. 
Dorsiflexion of the ankle may be 
restricted and may be associated with 
pain. Plain radiographs (X-rays) are 
usually normal but may show a bony 
prominence at the calcaneus insertion 
site. Ultrasound and MRI scanning are 
useful tools for diagnosis and planning 
treatment in these disorders. 

Treatment for Achilles 
tendinopathy is usually non-

Health
Achilles tendinopathy: A 
common source of foot pain
bY ThOMAS R. LYONS, M.d.

continued on page 16
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Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA
504 464 5949

Intro Coupon
$25 Dry Manicure

and Shellac 2-3
Week Polish

Offer expires 09/30/2011
Specializing in hair restoration, 

extensions, and alternative hair.

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com 
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

We Guarantee Your Nails
Will Be Beautiful for 2-3 Weeks

No smudging, peeling, or
chipping polish.

One Minute dry time.
That’s Shellac Polish

Lyons
(continued from page 15)

operative. On occasion, a period of 
immobilization in a molded ankle-foot 
orthosis is used. Anti-inflammatory 
medication can be helpful. Physical 
therapy for gentle stretching and 
modalities has been used with 
success. For athletes, a change in 
training regimen may be necessary 
to alleviate symptoms. A heel lift 
may be beneficial for some patients. 
Rarely surgery is performed to excise 
the diseased tendon or paratenon. In 
order to properly diagnose and treat 
Achilles tendon dysfunction, an 

evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon 
is recommended. 

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board 
certified orthopedic surgeon with over 
10 years experience. The Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine is a 
multi-specialty center dedicated to 
complete musculoskeletal care with 
focused expertise in shoulder and 
knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional 
information call 467-5900 or visit 
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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WE BUY GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM

Get the cash you need fast!
Buy, sell, pawn

ANyThINg oF vAluE!
Auto, RV, ATV

DISCOUNTED RATE FOR LOANS OVER $500
Loan must be satisfied within first month.

Regular rate applies retroactivity if debt not satisfied within first month.

you WoN’T hErE uS oN ThE rADIo, 
you WoN’T SEE uS oN Tv! 

ThAT’S Why WE cAN AFForD To PAy you morE For your golD AND SIlvEr

3405 Williams Blvd., Unit 3
(near corner Williams & W. Esplanade)

305-1616
Private appointments upon request.

GEMSTONE AND DIAMOND RINGS

CLASS AND MILITARY RINGS

WEDDING AND ENGAGEMENT

LOANS

W. Esplanade Ave.

W
illi
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.

 

  

10

Licensed through the
LOUISIANA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

WANTED ROLEX AND
OTHER FINE WATCHES

“The Friendliest Pawn Shop In Town”

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technincians

Family owned and operated since 1976

Automatic Transmission, Inc.     Dennis Automotive
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

In an ongoing effort to make 
jury service more convenient, 
Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court Jon A. 
Gegenheimer announced the launch 
of an online jury service rescheduling 
system that allows Jefferson Parish 
citizens summoned for jury service to 
reschedule their jury service online. 
This new program will help those 
prospective jurors with schedule 
conflicts reschedule their jury service 
to a more convenient date.

Previously, prospective jurors had 
to petition the Jury Commission and 
include documentation supporting the 
need for a change of date. This latest 
innovation will make jury service 
more convenient for jurors and easier 
on families and employers. This new 
service is available on the clerk of 
court’s website at www.jpclerkofcourt.
us and will soon be available via a 
downloadable app on mobile devices.

Additionally, Gegenheimer 
announced that citizens age 70 and 
over can now permanently opt out 
of jury service and no longer need 
to claim an age exemption each time 
they are summoned. Clerk of Court 

Gegenheimer encourages all citizens 
to serve as jurors, but is happy to 
provide an easy way for our over 70 
population to exercise their right to 
no longer be called for jury service. 
To opt out, go to the clerk of court’s 
website at www.jpclerkofcourt.us or 
call 364-3987. Qualified citizens can 
also respond by mail when receiving a 
jury notice by checking the permanent 
opt out box on the jury notice.

Gegenheimer has implemented 
additional changes as clerk of court 
to make convenience and comfort 
a priority for jurors. Some other 
measures that have been in place 
for some time include one day/one 
trial legislation; renovation of the 
jury lounge with amenities such as 
a kitchen, lounge chairs, flat-screen 
television; Internet access (including 
Wi-Fi); elimination of Friday jury 
pools; enhanced juror instruction 
with video and handbook (including 
a Braille version for blind jurors) and 
the availability of the juror instruction 
video on the clerk’s website and 
YouTube. 

Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court 
announces jury service enhancements

Government
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Top Dollar GolD BUYErS
ovEr 30 YEarS ExpEriEncE

locallY oWnED
Sell your Jewelry now while gold is still high

Men’s 
14K Class
Ring We
Pay   $515
with this ad
*1750 oz Gold 
Market with
Coupon

Up
To

receive an Extra

for  your gold
silver or  platinum

excludes diamonds, 
coins and watches
With this coupon.
One per Customer.

• GolD JEWElrY   • BrokEn JEWElrY   • DiamonDS   • ESTaTE JEWElrY  • GolD coinS
• SilvEr JEWElrY • rolEx WaTchES  • SilvErWarE  • plaTinUm  • SilvEr coinS

2537 WilliamS BvD. | acroSS from SYlvESTErS WESTErn WEar | 287-4450
6626 JEffErSon hWY. | acroSS from colonial BoWlinG lanES | 575-3467

1660 BaraTaria BlvD. | acroSS from STarBUckS | 941-7854



Shown with the award are K-TV 76 Editor Kelly Ladner, K-TV 76 Production Coordinator Nancy 
Ladner, Kenner Police department Public Relations Representative and “beyond the badge” 
producer Andrea Imms and K-TV 76 Managing Producer Richard Pecot.

Government

Photo by barry Sprague

The Kenner Police Department and K-TV 
76 television show, “Beyond the Badge,” was 
recently recognized by Special Olympics 
Louisiana as their outstanding television 
media award recipient for 2010. The show 
was recognized at the 24th annual Spirit of 
Special Olympics Sports Awards Banquet 
on July 9, 2011, at the Eldorado Resort and 
Casino in Shreveport, Louisiana. The Kenner 
Police Department joined together with 
K-TV 76 to produce the monthly television 
program, which began airing in June of 2007, 
in order to give viewers an inside look at the 
KPD and the services the department offers 
to the community. “Beyond the Badge” has 
always been willing to have Special Olympics 
Louisiana representatives on air when needed 

and provides dependable coverage to the 
organization.

In addition to featuring Special Olympics 
Louisiana on Beyond the Badge, other 
segments focus on KPD programs and 
divisions, various safety topics, local events 
and community organizations. “Kenner’s 
Most Wanted” is a regular segment on the 
show that highlights wanted individuals, 
unsolved homicide cases and updates.

For a schedule of “Beyond the Badge” 
and other K-TV 76 show times visit the city 
of Kenner’s website at www.kenner.la.us 
and click on the K-TV 76 link. K-TV can be 
viewed on Cox Cable Jefferson, channel 76 
and will soon be available on AT&T U-verse, 
channel 99. 

Local KPD TV show recognized as outstanding 
television media by Special Olympics Louisiana
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Thursday, November 10, 2011
6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Event limited to 200 people

for ticket information

Rates and services may vary by location. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

Giving never felt so good. 
       Schedule your appointment today.

Healing Hands for Arthritis
MASSAGE ENVY PRESENTS

MassageEnvy.com  · Franchises Available · Convenient Hours 

Open 7 Days: Mon-Fri 8-10, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-6 

On October 12,   
       $10 from every massage 
    will be donated to the Arthritis Foundation.

NATIONAL TEMPLATE ART

Due to corporate requirements and specifications, this ad may have 
limitations on modifications. Please call either Mike Deppen, ext. 
3350 or Jennifer Wike, ext. 3477 with any questions.

The following items MAY 
be altered in this template:
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3708 Hempland Road
Mountville, PA 17554 
717-569-5100 • 1-888-569-5100

Franchise:  

Campaign: 

Template Expires: 

Image Number(s):

Massage Envy
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The Massage Envy gift card.  
A gift for the body, from the heart. 
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M a s s a g e E n v y . c o M

give  the  g ift  of  WeLLNess .

The Sweetheart AromaTherapy blend: 
Soothing jasmine. Stimulating rosewood. 

Upgrade any massage session for 
just $10, but only for a limited time.

(504) 496-9000

CONVENIENT HOURS. OPEN 7 DAYS: M-F 8AM-10PM, SAT 8AM-6PM, SUN 10AM-6PM | FRANCHISES AVAILABLE

KENNER
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite B

corner of Chateau & W. Esplanade

In a recent study by the Product Safety Commission, more 
than 7,000 school children present in the emergency room for 
the treatment of injuries related to backpacks. Research has 
shown that a backpack that weighs more than 20 percent of a 

child’s weight can have adverse effects on the low back. On average, children carry 
a backpack load of 22 percent of their body weight. Also, use of only one strap 
over a shoulder will make muscles strain to compensate for the uneven weight. The 
spine leans to the opposite side, stressing the middle and lower back more on one 
side than the other. This type of muscle imbalance can cause muscle strain, muscle 
spasm and back problems later in life if not corrected. The weight can also pull on 
the neck muscles, contributing to headache, neck pain and arm pain.

Some of the warning signs parents and children should recognize that 
the backpack is too heavy is a change in posture when wearing the backpack, 
struggling when putting on or taking off the backpack, pain when wearing the 
backpack, tingling or numbness or red marks. Some of the recommendations for 
safe backpack use from most experts include using wheels so that the backpack can 
be pulled rather than carried, packing heaviest objects into the backpack first so 
they are carried lower and closest to the body, limiting the backpack weight to 10 
to 15 percent of the child’s weight, wearing both straps, wearing the backpack over 
the strong mid-back muscles, using wider straps and lightening the load.

Choosing a backpack that is ergonomically designed to enhance safety and 
comfort is important. Backpacks should have a padded back to reduce pressure on the 
back, shoulders and under arm regions, hip and chest belts which will help transfer 
some of the weight from the back and shoulders to the hips and torso, multiple 
compartments to better distribute the weight, compression straps on the sides and 
bottom of the backpack and reflective material to enhance visibility of the child.

The American Physical Therapy Association encourages parents and teachers 
to become involved in backpack safety initiatives. As parents, we need to make sure 
that our children maintain a safe load to minimize the chance of injury. 

Lighten the load: Children 
and their backpacks
bY CRAIg gOOdWIN

Health
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701 West Esplanade Avenue
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

465.9590
www.georgyssalonspa.com

Get Your New Cut And Color Today

Each year, 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
123 million people 
will visit an 
emergency room 

somewhere in the U.S. On average, the 
door-to-doctor time is 57 minutes, but the 
ER at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has 
found a way to cut the national average 
in half. By working more efficiently, the 
ER now averages 30 minutes from door-
to-doctor care. Additionally, real-time ER 

wait times are posted both online and in the 
waiting room of the ER so all patients and 
visitors can be consistently informed.

Typically, an unhappy ER patient 
experience is due to overcrowding which 
results in long waits. “To help reduce 
over-crowding, we recognized a need 
to move patients efficiently through our 
facility with the same quality care,” said 
Jim House, RN, BSN, CEN and director 
of OMC-Kenner’s emergency services. 
“To solve this problem, we implemented a 

process called qTrack in collaboration with 
our sister facilities.”

The newly implemented qTrack is an 
evolving process in which capacity is created 
in the ER without adding additional space. 
All patients receive a rapid assessment upon 
arrival and depending on the severity of 
their initial assessment, the triage nurse will 
route them to an acute care bed where they 
are immediately evaluated by a physician or 
taken to the designated qTrack area,” says 
House. Non-urgent patients may be asked 
to wait in a comfortable, internal waiting 
room for completion of laboratory or 
radiology tests, allowing ER beds to remain 
open for prompt physician evaluation of 
incoming patients. This differs from the 
traditional model of ER care in which lower 
acuity patients may occupy an exam room 
while awaiting test results or diagnosis. The 
ER’s biggest resource is physical bed space 
which cannot be built big enough to keep 
up with demand. qTrack creates virtual 
capacity by changing processes, while 
maintaining quality care and service.

An improved qTrack process and 
strong commitment from the staff was only 
half the battle. House explains, “Waiting 
in the ER is a repeated complaint, but 
research shows that if patients are aware of 

how long they may have to wait, they feel 
more informed.” Communicating up-to-
the-minute wait times gives patients a sense 
of control over their care and allows them 
to go to another Ochsner ER, with shorter 
wait times, if their condition is less critical. 
“I would encourage Kenner residents to 
use all services at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner,” says House. “I am confident that 
our processes allow us to give the most 
rapid, high quality care while meeting 
the physical and emotional needs of our 
patients.”

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner’s 
Emergency Room is located at 180 W 
Esplanade Avenue. For online ER wait 
times, visit www.ochsner.org/emergency. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive 
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner 
and has served in this role for six years. 
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for 
over 20 years. Zambito, who serves on the 
boards of the National Kidney Foundation 
of Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended 
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a member 
of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Louisiana. For more information of the 
services and physicians at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner’s Emergency Department qTrack 
decreases patient wait times and provides quality full service
bY PAOLO ZAMbITO

Health
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Automotive

Did you 
know the average 
car weighs a few 
thousand pounds. 
And this big hunk 
of metal is held 

to the road surface only by four pieces 
of rubber called tires. In fact, most of a 
vehicle’s mass is carried not by the tire 
structure itself, but by the air inside of 
it. Tire inflation carries 95 per cent of a 
vehicle’s weight.

In 2009 a major rubber association 
conducted a study and found 49 per cent of 
vehicles inspected had at least one tire that 
was either over or under-inflated.

Now that you know the importance of 
your tires, it’s good to be on top of a few 
things.

Why check your tire pressure?
Your tire’s number one enemy is tire 

pressure so it is essential to optimize the 
contact your tires have with the road. If not 
you will risk compromising your vehicle’s 
handling and braking ability and ultimately 
could put yourself at risk for tire failure. A 
car that is being driven on under-inflated 
tires also uses more fuel. By taking a few 
minutes to check tire pressure, most drivers 
could save the cost of two weeks’ worth 
of fuel just by ensuring their wheels are 
properly inflated.

Maintaining tires regularly will help 
maximize a tire’s longevity because tires 
that are improperly inflated will also wear 
faster. It’s possible to save on one or two 
sets of tire during the life of your vehicle if 
you use proper care.

Check tire pressure monthly. 
Changing temperatures can impact tire 
pressure. Cold weather leads to faster loss 
of air so it is important to take the five 
minutes to check your tire pressure every 
month, year-round.

Dangers of under-inflated tires
What happens with an under-inflated 

tire is that the sides of the tire are touching 
the road surface but the middle is not, like 
an upside-down U-shape. This can lead 
to poorer braking and handling. Also, the 
sides of under-inflated tires bend more than 
they should when turning corners creating 
a build-up of heat which could eventually 
lead to tire failure. If your tires squeal when 
stopping or cornering they are probably 
under inflated.

Dangers of over-inflated tires
If a tire is over-inflated, only the 

middle of the tire is touching the ground, 
like a U-shape. If the tire is over-inflated 
it minimizes contact with the road surface 
which can lead to steering and stopping 
problems along with increased wear on 
tires and the vehicle’s suspension.

Know the correct tire pressure
Most people look for the tire pressure 

that is printed on the tire itself, but this is 
actually the maximum pressure the tire 
will hold under maximum weight and 
possibly not the recommended pressure 
the vehicle manufacturer determined when 
designing the car, considering its weight, 
cargo capacity and desired handling. If 
you are using the tire number you are 
probably overfilling the tire. Check the 
tire information label on the car found 
usually on a sticker inside the door panel. 
If you have trouble finding it, contact a tire 
retailer or the vehicle manufacturer for the 
recommended tire pressure. Beware that 
your front and rear tires may have different 
pressure recommendations.

How to check tire pressure
It is very easy to check tire pressure. 

You can buy a tire pressure gauge shaped 
like a pen for about $10. To get an accurate 
reading check your tire pressure only when 
your tires are “cold” which means they 
have not been driven for more than two 
miles or have been stationary for at least 
three hours. It’s best to take two or three 
readings to make sure you are getting 
correct and consistent readings.

Take off the tire valve and place 
the gauge on the valve stem. You will 
get a PSI reading you can compare to 

the recommended tire pressure you 
have determined. Remove or add air as 
necessary and recheck. It is normal to hear 
air hissing when checking tire pressure. 
For convenience, purchase an expensive 
mini air compressor, for around $20, that 
can plug into the car lighter so you can 
check tire pressure at home.

Check the spare, too
Remember to also check the spare’s 

tire pressure. Check carefully because it 
may have different recommendations than 
the other four tires, so be sure to look at the 
sticker on your car for its recommendations. 
You don’t want to get a flat and discover 
that your spare is flat, too.

To recap, checking your tire pressure 
helps ensure that you are driving more 
safely and at the vehicle’s optimal 
handling. You are also saving on fuel while 
getting the most out of your tires. You will 
feel safer and feel better when driving. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-
owned and operated full-service tire and 
automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.
com.

Tire pressure 101
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Tire pressure 101
bY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

I am often asked 
if it is a good idea 
to purchase an 
extended warranty 
or gap insurance 

when purchasing a vehicle, new or used.
Let’s talk about the warranty first. When 
you purchase a new vehicle you receive 
the manufacturer’s warranty, which is 
usually three to four years and will cover 
just about everything except wear items 
such as tires, hoses, belts, brake pads, etc. 
Should you buy the extended warranty to 
kick in after the new car warranty is up? I 
recommend that you do. Let’s face it. These 
are sophisticated mechanical devices and 
the manufacturers know the limit of the 
vehicle components, and, in fact, make a 
lot of money repairing your car after the 
warranty is up. Just look around when you 
drive down any major street and you’ll see 
many auto repair shops loaded with cars 
waiting to be worked on.
One example of a costly repair is a broken 
air conditioning system. In the South we 
use our vehicle’s air conditioning system 
10 to 12 months out of the year. This puts a 
lot of wear on the compressor which could 
cost up to $1500 to replace, along with 
the other parts and labor. Today, the labor 
cost alone averages around $100 per hour. 

Along with all the onboard computers, etc. 
in today’s cars, a lot of repairs can be very 
expensive.
Repairs are something to consider when 
purchasing a used vehicle. It’s not a 
question of if something will break, it’s a 
question of when and how much will it cost 
to fix.
The average cost for a three year, 36,000 
mile extended warranty is around $1200. 
That works out to $33.33 per month or just 
$1.11 a day for peace of mind and no big 
out-of-pocket expense should something 
go wrong. In addition, most policies also 
provide for towing and a rental car if the 
vehicle is not drivable or is in the shop for 
more than eight hours.
One word of caution, Louisiana has strict 
requirements governing service contracts 
so make sure to purchase your extended 
warranty policy from a local dealer to 
be assured it has been approved by the 
Louisiana Insurance Commission.
Gap insurance does just what the name 
implies. It fills the gap if your vehicle is 
totaled by your insurance company and 
you owe more than the book value they 
may want to give you. This happens more 
often than you might think as many people 
buy today with little or no money down. 
Unless you put down 20 percent or more, 

Should I purchase an extended warranty or gap insurance when
 I purchase a new or used vehicle?

bY dOUg TURNER

you probably should purchase the gap 
insurance. It is not expensive at around 
$300 to $600 for a five year policy which 
will add just $7 or $8 to your payment.
Both the extended warranty and gap 
insurance are very worthwhile and will 
give you peace of mind as you motor down 
the road. 
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n 
Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types 
of vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs and vans 

priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located 
at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. 
Turner, in the automobile business for over 
32 years and an fourteen-year member of 
the Better Business Bureau, was appointed 
in 2009 by Governor Bobby Jindal to 
the board of the Louisiana Used Vehicle 
Commission, which licenses and oversees 
the used vehicle industry in Louisiana. 
Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or 
online at doug@dealndougs.com.
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Just a season 
removed from 
winning the Super 
Bowl, the New 
Orleans Saints 
return to the 

playing field in 2011 with high hopes 
and aspirations. Based on the talent 
at hand and the desire to succeed, the 
Saints have a genuine opportunity to 
achieve their goal of repeating their 
magical 2009 season. Of course, it will 
not be easy.

New Orleans has a real shot based 
on significant offensive talent and what 
should be a better defensive front.

It all begins with Drew Brees. The 
elite quarterback enters his 11th season 
in the NFL, his sixth in New Orleans.

Brees has put up staggering 
numbers in his five years with the Saints, 
including 155 touchdown passes and a 
67 percent completion percentage.

In 2010, Brees played with an 
injured knee. Though he did not 
complain or make excuses, Brees 
suffered through 22 interceptions, the 
most in his NFL career. Of course, he 
completed 68 percent of his passes and 
threw for 33 touchdowns.

Healthy again, Brees figures to 
have an outstanding season in 2011. He 
has weapons to utilize.

Wide receivers Marques Colston 
and Lance Moore provide excellent 
targets. Colston is big, physical and 
dependable to move the chains. Moore 
is smart, overcoming a lack of size with 
his understanding of defenses, his crisp 
route running and his good hands.

Robert Meachem is a wild card. 
The former first-round draft pick could 

be poised for a breakout season in his 
fourth year with the Saints.

While he has had a modest 89 
catches over his last two seasons, 
Meachem has 14 touchdowns while 
averaging over 15 yards per catch 
during that time.

If healthy, Meachem has a chance 
to surpass those numbers in significant 
fashion. He has big-play ability over the 
top.

Devery Henderson enters his eighth 
season in the league. The former LSU 
star dropped off to 34 catches from 51 
in 2009. Still, he averages 18.6 yards per 
catch. He led the NFL with 24.8 yards 
per catch in 2008 but fell to just 13.6 per 
catch a year ago. He must rediscover his 
deep threat ability in 2011.

Other factors at receiver could be 
Adrian Arrington and Robert Morgan. 
Arrington has the ability to make the 
team and make plays. Morgan has 
enjoyed a terrific training camp and 
preseason full of big plays to make a 
strong case for sticking with the team 
on opening night.

With Jeremy Shockey gone, Jimmy 
Graham has a chance to step into the 
spotlight. Graham caught 31 passes 
for five touchdowns despite starting 
just five games as a rookie. His size 
and athletic ability could translate into 
bigger numbers in 2011 with a chance 
that he becomes an elite player. David 
Thomas is a solid veteran, a good 
receiver.

Running back appears to be a 
stronger position. First-round pick 
Mark Ingram has the look of a feature 
back. Pierre Thomas is healthy. Darren 
Sproles provides very good speed and 

quickness with the ability to catch the 
ball out of the backfield. Chris Ivory has 
been injured. Joique Bell has impressed 
and could stick if Ivory is not healthy. 
Patrick Cobbs is a veteran who could 
make the roster.

The battle between Jed Collins and 
Korey Hall at fullback is a good one. 
Only one will stick.

The offensive line has undergone 
change. Gone are center Jonathan 
Goodwin and tackle Jon Stinchcomb. 
Veteran Olin Kreutz is in at center 
while veteran reserve Zach Strief gets 
a chance to take over at right tackle. 
Jermon Bushrod returns at left tackle. 
The guard combination of Jahri Evans 
and Carl Nicks may be the best in the 
league. 

Defensively, the improvement 
figures to come from the front four. The 
addition of veterans Shaun Rogers and 
Aubrayo Franklin provides size and 
experience on the inside, giving the 
Saints a more physical run presence to 
go along with promising young Sedrick 
Ellis, who enters his fourth year.

On the outside, first-round pick 
Cameron Jordan will be counted on to 
play immediately in the rotation and 
produce. Will Smith looks thinner and 
quicker though he will likely sit out the 
first four games of the regular season 
due to the now infamous StarCaps 
case which has dragged on. Veteran 
Alex Brown returns at left end. Junior 
Galette brings speed off the edge while 
Jeff Charleston played solid football in 
2010. Sixth-year veteran Turk McBride 
has looked good in the preseason and 
could make the roster.

Linebacker continues to be an area 
of concern. Jonathan Vilma returns to 
provide outstanding play and leadership 
inside but the outside position remains 
a concern.

Jonathan Casillas has shown the 
athletic ability to perhaps earn a starting 
spot. Will Herring is a veteran player 
who has a shot to start. Scott Shanle, 
who has started for the past five seasons, 
is in a battle to keep his starting position. 
Rookie Nate Bussey of Illinois has had 
some good moments. Veteran Clint 
Ingram has been injured during camp. 
Third-round pick Martez Wilson had 
to learn and adjust but he is physically 
imposing.

At cornerback, Tracy Porter sat 
out much of the preseason but when he 
plays, the Saints are solid. Veteran Jabari 
Greer is back at the other corner while 
2010 first-round pick Patrick Robinson 
looks to be improved. Veteran Leigh 
Torrence provides depth while rookies 
Johnny Patrick and DeAndre McDaniel 

have shown promise.
Malcolm Jenkins and Roman 

Harper return at safety. Jenkins is a 
potential star for years to come while 
Harper thrives in blitzes off the corner. 
Veterans Pierson Prioleau and Chris 
Reis are special teams contributors 
while fifth-year player Paul Oliver 
brings experience. Rookie Isa Abdul-
Quddus has drawn a serious look as well 
with a good camp.

The kicking game is in good 
hands with kicker Garrett Hartley, who 
finished strong last year and is perfect 
in the postseason, along with punter 
Thomas Morstead, who is a valuable 
weapon kicking off as well. Sproles 
figures prominently in the return game 
while Courtney Roby is fighting to 
retain a roster spot and return kickoffs.

With many prominent additions, the 
Philadelphia Eagles have a real shot in 
the NFC. The Atlanta Falcons won the 
NFC South a year ago and are very good 
again. Tampa Bay had a 10-win season 
a year ago and they are young. Dallas 
and the Giants cannot be dismissed. 
Chicago had a good season in 2010 
and could figure again in the playoff 
mix in 2011. Detroit and St. Louis are 
improving teams.

Still, the Green Bay Packers have 
to be considered the NFC favorite. The 
Packers won the Super Bowl and have 
a number of players who missed the 
Super Bowl back this year. Of course, 
we all know how difficult it is to repeat 
as champions.

The Saints found that out a year 
ago. The celebration is long over and 
the desire to win again is palpable. 
The Saints open the NFL season on 
September 8 at Green Bay. While one 
game does not make a season, this game 
will tell us much about the class of the 
NFC in 2011.

Sean Payton is a brilliant offensive 
mind while Gregg Williams is a dynamic 
defensive coach.

If the Saints can remain relatively 
healthy and get acceptable play from 
their outside linebackers, along with 
productive play from Strief, this could 
be another special season. They will 
certainly contend for those honors. 

Ken Trahan serves as sports 
director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com 
and is president and general manager 
of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the 
also the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, 
and runs the Life Resources Sports 
Ministry.

Saints poised to contend for NFC title
bY KEN TRAhAN
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were Democrats. Today, the state’s 
congressional delegation is all Republican 
except for U.S. Representative Cedric 
Richmond of New Orleans.

These trends have not only been 
caused by voters leaving the Democratic 
Party in droves, but also because many 
of the older voters who are still registered 
Democrats are ideologically conservative 
and regularly vote Republican. All of 
these factors have combined to make for 
a troubling predicament for the Louisiana 
Democratic Party.

With the liberal President Barack 
Obama as the leader of the party for the 
2012 elections, the Louisiana Democratic 
Party will continue to decline. The 
fall 2011 statewide elections will be 
particularly difficult for Democrats 
in Louisiana. The party has no major 
candidates to challenge the Republicans 
who hold the key statewide offices. So 
the only real competition will come from 
within the Republican Party.

It is a new day in Louisiana 

politics and for the foreseeable future; 
the Republican Party will be firmly in 
control. The party’s long struggle for 
power and the lonely days in the phone 
booth are now nothing but a distant 
memory. 

In contrast, the Louisiana Democratic 
Party is light years away from their heyday 
during the Edwin Edwards era. Now, the 
former governor is not only a reminder of 
their past, but also their shaky prospects 
for the future. 

Jeff Crouere is a native of New 
Orleans and his Louisiana based television 
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 
7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-
TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station 
WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst 
for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s 
website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or 
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.
com.

Crouere
(continued from page 5)

well and the Kailas’ confirm this. In fact, 
Kailas says Kohl’s has recently allowed the 
property to be marketed with Kohl’s name 
on the site plan. Kailas said marketing 
strategies are being developed to lease 
other parts of the proposed shopping center.

One of the key elements in the 
negotiations is Kenner’s willingness to 
grant Kohl’s a TIF (Tax increment fund) 
that would reimburse Kohl’s a part of 
the sales tax revenues that they generate 
to be plowed back into the costs of 
building a 55,000 square foot store here. 
DeFrancesch said TIF specialists from 
JEDCO – Jefferson Parish’s non-profit 
economic development agency – and Ray 
Cornelius of Adams and Reese are helping 
work out the details of the proposed TIF.

“The Kailas family has been revising 
plans the Chateau Village shopping mall 
for a couple of years and we believe that 
Kohl’s will be an excellent fit for them,” 
said DeFrancesch. “Kohl’s, the city and 
the Kailas team have agreed that we will 
have one architectural style, one décor and 
one color scheme in the renovated mall. 
We will be meeting with the neighborhood 
civic group to respond to any questions 
and concerns that it may have.”

DeFrancesch previously played a 
key role in bringing a Target store to The 
Esplanade mall. She is also working with 

the Solomon family who are planning a 
multi-screen theater on The Esplanade 
mall property.

“This is all part of the continuing 
effort to rebuild the Kenner economy six 
years after Hurricane Katrina and generate 
a new flow of sales tax revenues so that 
we can maintain and improve the quality 
of life that Kenner residents enjoy,” said 
DeFrancesch. “The Kailas family, city 
officials and our friends from JEDCO are 
all working together to help the Kohl’s 
team feel comfortable with putting one of 
their stores in Kenner. For example, the 
redesign of Chateau Village will allow 
Kohl’s to be more visible from Chateau 
Boulevard and West Esplanade Avenue.”

DeFrancesch said more work lies 
ahead before Kohl’s is likely to give the 
go-ahead for the new store in Kenner but 
the wait is just part of the process. “We 
just want to dot every i and cross every t, 
but, we are working diligently with a sense 
of urgency to move this forward as soon 
as possible,” said DeFrancesch. “This 
store will be a real anchor for Chateau 
Village and a great addition to the Kenner 
shopping infrastructure. Hopefully, other 
major chains will start thinking about 
Kenner as they realize that we have a 
Macy’s, a Target and, hopefully, soon a 
Kohl’s.” 

Kohl’s
(continued from page 1)

have the final say on the expansion of 
the airport.

That has been a difficult thing for 
the New Orleanians to accept and it is 
the primary reason why there has been 
no major expansion of the airport.

But there was a mistake on the 
Kenner side as well in the past. 
Kenner politics for many years was 
in the hands of a faction that used the 
airport as a whipping boy. A former 
Kenner police chief suggested that the 
airport be burned down. Some Kenner 
officials thought they could file a 
lawsuit that would force the FAA to 
close the airport. That didn’t get very 
far either.

Now, the torch of leadership has 
been passed to Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
and Mayor Michael S. Yenni, two 
outstanding young men who have 
known each other most of their 
lives. A lot will depend on whether 
Landrieu, who can be a pretty good 
diplomat, makes Yenni and the Kenner 
City Council partners in the plans to 
expand the airport.

Another key player will be Iftikhar 
Ahmad, the airport director. A recent 
arrival, Ahmad so far is getting good 
marks from Kenner officials who say 
he treats them with respect, returns 
their phone calls and is responsive to 

their requests.
In the 1990s, New Orleans 

proposed a parallel runway to expand 
the airport’s capacity. Had it gone 
forward, the construction of the parallel 
runway would have been the largest 
construction project in Louisiana 
history – bigger than the Superdome, 
bigger than the post-Katrina levees, 
bigger than the Industrial Canal. But, 
Kenner and St. Charles Parish officials 
didn’t want more planes flying over 
the neighborhoods and they said, “No 
way. Forget it.”

So part of the challenge facing 
Mayor Landrieu, Director Ahmad 
and the various other planners is to 
cooperatively work with the folks in 
Kenner and St. Charles Parish to come 
up with a plan that everyone can live 
with. That isn’t going to be easy but it 
certainly ought not to be impossible.

The first Kenner mayor to see 
the relationship between the city and 
the airport in a positive light was 
Ed Muniz. Perhaps because he was 
a successful businessman, Muniz 
looked at the airport as a cash cow. He 
saw that if the airport was expanded 
and millions more passengers 
were accommodated at Armstrong 
International, there would be tens of 
millions of dollars added to Kenner’s 

tax revenues.
Now, Muniz’s protégé, Mike Yenni 

occupies the Kenner mayor’s chair. 
In response to Landrieu’s opening 
gambit, Yenni made it clear there 
is a window of opportunity for New 
Orleans and Kenner to work together 
on a plan to make the airport bigger, 
better and a lot busier. What Yenni 
didn’t specifically say but was implicit 
in his remarks is that Kenner has to be 
an equal partner going forward.

Give Mayor Landrieu credit for 
recognizing the obvious. For Ahmad, 
it’s the chance of a lifetime that 
every airport director dreams about. 
If he handles it right, Ahmad can 
find himself one of the key guys in a 
construction project that may very well 
be the largest in Louisiana history. But 
there is no way that the New Orleans 

team is going to be able to muscle their 
plan through – whatever it may be. 
It’s only going to work if a majority 
of Kenner political and civic leaders 
think the airport expansion plans are a 
fair and beneficial deal for Kenner. 

Katz
(continued from page 5)

That’s the number of
households that receive the

Kenner Str
in the mail each month.
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Friendly people, 
club house
atmosphere and 
great machines.
                       – Mike Slatten
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Often today, 
home owners 
are doing home 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
and repairs they 

would normally hire someone else to 
do. This year 43 million homeowners 
will take on over 57 million home 
improvement projects. Unfortunately, 
one in every five people will be injured 
during these projects. Accidents that 
typically send people to the emergency 
room involve falling off ladders, 
lacerations from a power tool or chain 
saw and burns or breathing difficulties 
caused by improper use of chemicals 
and materials.

Always use the right ladder for the 
job. Select a ladder height that doesn’t 
require you to reach up or out away 
from the ladder. Keep your belt buckle 
centered between the rails. Set up your 
ladder on a firm, level surface. With an 
extension ladder, the base should be one 
foot away from the wall for every four 
feet the ladder reaches up. Use your 
stepladder only in the open A-shaped 
position and lock the spreaders. Don’t 
step above the labeled maximum 
height. Beyond that point, the odds 
of an accident increase significantly. 
Don’t reach beyond where you should 
be reaching because this can cause 
unsteadiness of the ladder.

Home power tools accidents have 
resulted in many emergency room 
visits each year. The most common 
injuries involve cuts, especially to the 
fingers and hands. The Power Tool 
Institute recommends not wearing 
loose clothing or jewelry that could 
become entangled in moving parts. 
Also, unplug the power cord before 
you change a part or do any trouble-
shooting on a tool that is jammed or 
won’t start. Wear safety glasses with 
side shields. Read the instruction 
handbook to familiarize yourself 
with the tool’s safety measures and to 
understand when there is something 
wrong with the tool. Be careful when 
using certain power tools that require 
an electric cord, as the cord can get in 
the way of blades, thus destroying the 
extension cord or worse.

Chain saw accidents are more 
common than you would think in 
our area, but do occur and are more 
frequent after a big storm when trees 
are knocked down. The most common 
type of accident is caused by kickback 
of the chainsaw – where the tip of the 
saw snaps up and back toward the user. 
Cuts to hands, fingers, legs and feet are 
typical and usually require multiple 
stitches. Stay safe by wearing eye and 
ear protection, gloves, tight-fitting 
clothing, cut-resistant leg chaps, boots 
and a hard hat with a protective face 
screen. Grip the saw with both hands 
and keep both feet firmly on the ground. 
Saw only tree limbs you can reach 
from the ground while holding the saw 
below your shoulders. Avoid sawing 
with the tip of the chain and bar, which 
is how kickback often occurs.

Accidents involving paints, 
solvents, lubricants and cleaning agents 
can cause chemical burns and breathing 
problems and result in an emergency 
room visit. Read the Material Safety 
Data Sheet (MSDS) for paints and 
stains for hazards and proper storage. 
Many of these data sheets can easily be 
found on the Internet. Avoid mishaps 
by storing and using pool chemicals 
according to the manufacturer’s 
directions. Also, gasoline is dangerous 
inside a home or garage – vapors 
can explode with just a tiny spark. 
Keep chemicals and cleansers in their 
original containers and don’t mix them. 
Wear gloves, goggles and masks if the 
product’s label says to do so.

When working on home repairs, 
taking the time to be careful should 
result in fewer injuries. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed 
professional engineer and licensed 
home inspector and the president of 
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a 
locally owned consulting engineering 
firm specializing in residential and 
commercial building inspection 
services. Dormady can be reached at 
456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@
cox.net. Criterium-Dormady 
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-
dormady.com.

Avoiding injuries at home
bY dAN dORMAdY

Home

Two GreaT LocaTions in Kenner

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.  
Rasberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian, Hot Bacon, 

Blue Cheese, Balsmic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50.

Drive Thru

Southwestern Chicken Salad - 8.95
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, balck beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes, & tortilla strips.  Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
Smoked Turkey Salad - 8.50

Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
Cobb Salad - 9.25

Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad - 8.25
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

Chef Salad - 9.25
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, fresh tomatoes, 

bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

Call Ahead for

To Go Orders!

WiFi all

locatio
ns
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CENTURY
TITLE

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

4200 South I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, Metairie, LA  70001

830-7979 FAX  831-2609

REAL ESTATE
TITLE TRANSFERS

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Avoiding injuries at home
bY dAN dORMAdY

People

With Jay 
Leno and David 
Letterman, the 
princes of late 

night television, it’s hard for my kids 
to realize that title was held by Johnny 
Carson for more than 30 years before 
Jay and David. For Baby Boomers, 
(anyone born toward the end of World 
War II), the “King of Late Night” 
wasn’t Johnny Carson. It was a guy 
named Jack Paar.

Jack was named the host of “The 
Tonight Show” when Steve Allen’s 
tenure ended in 1957. While Allen 
was funny, Jack Paar was funny...and 
controversial. He was not afraid to take 
on the biggies, like the most feared 
show biz columnist of the time Walter 
Winchell or even Ed Sullivan. But 
his biggest fight was with his bosses 
at NBC. On the evening of February 
11, 1960, Jack Paar walked off “The 
Tonight Show.” He left because NBC 
had censored a joke from his show 
the night before. The joke was about 
a British lady and a water closet. The 
joke wouldn’t shock a third grade 
class today but NBC thought it was 
offensive and chopped it, all four and a 
half minutes of it. As a teenager, I saw 
that show and wondered why NBC all 
of a sudden cut away to a five minute 
newscast. I knew something had to be 
up.

I remember staying up late the next 
night to see the show after it was on 
the news that Jack had walked out. 
America knew this before the show 
aired at 11:15 p.m. Eastern, because, 
a couple of years before, they had 
started recording the shows in the early 
evening using a modern marvel called 
videotape.

Paar was on for about five minutes 
when he said, “I’m leaving ‘The 
Tonight Show.’ (Audience sighs in 
shock). “There must be a better way 
of making a living than this,” and he 
got up and walked off leaving sidekick 
Hugh Downs with 85 minutes to fill. 
The walkout caused a sensation. It was 
all people talked about for three weeks 
until Jack finally came back after NBC 
apologized.

What was the big deal about the 
joke? The joke, itself, was mild, even 
for 1960.It has been printed many times 
in the following years, but there is 
apparently no recording of it anywhere. 
More than likely the honchos at the 

network just hit “delete.” In fact, the 
show on which Jack made his triumphal 
return does not seem to exist either. 
Most of Paar’s “Tonight” shows were 
taped over by the network so the tapes 
could be used again. Gives you an idea 
of the mentality of the executives who 
made the decision to cut the joke. Well, 
I guess your curiosity must be hanging 
by a thread right about now wondering 
what the heck all the fuss was about, 
so without further ado, here’s the joke 
America never heard:

An English lady, while visiting 
Switzerland, was looking for a room, 
and she asked the schoolmaster if 
he could recommend any to her. He 
took her to see several rooms, and 
when everything was settled, the lady 
returned to her home to make the 
final preparations to move. When she 
arrived home, the thought suddenly 
occurred to her that she had not seen 
a “W.C.” (short for “water closet,” 
British for bathroom) around the 
place. So she immediately wrote a 
note to the schoolmaster asking him 
if there were a “W.C.” near the room. 
The schoolmaster was a very poor 
student of English, so he asked the 
parish priest if he could help in the 
matter. Together they tried to discover 
the meaning of the letters “W.C.” and 
the only solution they could come up 
with for the letters was for a Wayside 
Chapel. The schoolmaster then wrote 
the following note to the English lady:

Dear Madam, I take great pleasure 
in informing you that the W.C. is 
situated nine miles from the house you 
will occupy, in the center of a beautiful 
grove of pine trees surrounded by lovely 
grounds. It is capable of holding 229 
people and it is only open on Sunday 
and Thursday.

As there are a great number of 
people who are expected during the 
summer months, I would suggest that 
you come early, although, as a rule, 
there is plenty of standing room. You 
will no doubt be glad to hear that a good 
number of people bring their lunch and 
make a day of it. While others who can 
afford to go by car arrive just in time.

I would especially recommend that 
your ladyship go on Thursday when 
there is a musical accompaniment. 
It may interest you to know that my 
daughter was married in the W.C. and 
it was there that she met her husband.

I can remember the rush there was 

Update: The night Jack Paar walked off “The Tonight Show”
bY Ed CLANCY

for seats. There were ten people to a 
seat ordinarily occupied by one. It was 
wonderful to see the expression on 
their faces. The newest attraction is a 
bell donated by a wealthy resident of 
the district. It rings every time a person 
enters.

A bazaar is to be held to provide 
plush seats for all the people, since 
they feel it is a long-felt need. My wife 
is rather delicate, so she can’t attend 
regularly. I shall be delighted to reserve 
the best seat for you, if you wish, where 
you will be seen by everyone.

For the children, there is a special 
time and place so they will not disturb 
the elders.

Hoping to have been of service to 
you, I remain,

Sincerely, The Schoolmaster.

On March, 7, 1960, Jack, having 
calmed down in Hong Kong for two 
weeks, returned to the show to the 
largest (legitimate) ovation any host 
of that show ever received. He came 
on stage, looked at the audience and 
stated, “As I was saying when I was 
interrupted....” (Huge laugh).

“When I walked off I said that there 
must be a better way to making a living 
than this. Well, I’ve looked, (laugh 
builds), and there isn’t. (Another huge 
laugh). Jack was back.

For the past several years I have 
searched for video of his actual “walk 
off.” There was nothing online and the 

Paar DVD collection only has the last 
few seconds of his statement. Those 
seconds do not contain his opening 
comments, nor do they include these 
words from NBC:

Announcer: “As you will see 
shortly, during the taping of the Jack 
Paar program earlier this evening, Jack 
Paar walked off the show in protest 
against the deletion of one of his 
stories from last night’s show. In the 
exercise of its proper responsibility to 
the public, NBC deleted this material 
last night because it considered it to be 
in bad taste. It is NBC’s hope that Jack 
Paar will reconsider his actions and 
return to the program.” Then Jack’s 
above mentioned tearful farewell was 
shown.

Now – here is the “update” I 
referred to in the title of this piece. 
While there is no video of Jack’s 
walkout, some enterprising person, 
God bless him, has found the audio 
portion of that momentous event and 
has recently put it on YouTube. It runs 
just short of four minutes. If you would 
like to see/hear it, go to YouTube and 
type in “Departure of Jack Paar” from 
“The Tonight Show” (Audio).

Forget the “Real Housewives of 
Wherever.”Jack Paar’s walk out and 
his return was real reality television. 

Ed Clancy can be reached via 
email at edclancy2@aol.com or at his 
blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
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We ar e a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
gr eat dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your

family r eceives. If you ever have a question or would
like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

“Hispanic Heritage” month” 
is September 15 thru October 
15, 2011. It was initiated by 
Congress in 1968 to celebrate 
the diverse cultures, traditions 

and contributions of Hispanic/Latino people in the 
United States. The fact that Congress chose September 
to commemorate Hispanic culture is significant as 
September 15 is the anniversary of the independence 
of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador 
and Guatemala. In addition, Mexico declared its 
independence on September 16, followed by Chile 
on September 18. The Spanish language is an integral 
component of Hispanic cultural tradition and is the 
tie that bonds the various groups. Today, the United 
States is the fifth-largest, Spanish-speaking country 
after Mexico, Spain, Argentina and Colombia. 

As in previous years and recognizing the Hispanic 
contributions to the Louisiana community and in 
particular the city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish, 
Celebración Hispana a Louisiana nonprofit corporation 
was established by volunteers with the mission of 
promoting the arts, education and celebrating Hispanic 
culture in the metropolitan area. They will be hosting 
the “Hispanic Heritage Month” festival in Kenner, 
it will take place in Kenner’s historic Heritage Park 
located at 303 Williams Boulevard on October 8, 2011 
from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Organizers extend an 
invitation to everyone to join in the festivities which 
is a family event with free admission. The festival 
will feature Hispanic cuisine, entertainment, cultural 
presentations, community outreach agencies and 

live music by Grupo Sensación and Ovi’G and the 
Froggies “Las Ranas.” In addition to this festival they 
are many other activities taking place during “Hispanic 
Heritage” month. For more information call 466-1483 
or 296-3976.

Community Announcements
September 10 – Belize Association invites you 

to the Belize Independence social dance at the Lions 
Club, 1627 Metairie Road from 9:00 p.m. to 1 a.m. For 
information call 669-4132 or 251-3264.

September 10 – Asociación Hondureña Unificada 
de LA., invites you to the Honduras Independence 
social dance at the Double Tree Hotel, corner of 
Williams Boulevard and Veterans Highway in Kenner. 
For information call 455-2810 or 559-8612. 

September 11 – Unidad Hispanoamericana in 
collaboration with various participating civic and 
social groups present the Independence of Belize, 
Central America, Mexico and Chili from 3:00 to 6:00 
pm. For venue information call 466-1483 or 303-0968.

September 16 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
presents the 2011 Excellence Award Dinner. For 
information call 481-9034.

September 17 – The Honduras Emergency 
Relief Fund and the Honduras Consulate presents 
the Honduras Independence social dinner dance at 
the Crowne Plaza, corner of Williams Boulevard and 
Veterans Boulevard. For information call 467-4732 or 
512-2930.

September 20 – Latin Council general meeting 
and discussion of issues affecting the Hispanic 

Latin American News
“Hispanic Heritage” month continues the tradition 
in Kenner
bY RAfAEL E. SAddY

Agents frequently suggest 
that homeowners paint before 
placing their homes on the 
market. Don’t be offended!

Agents understand “color psychology” which 
focuses on color’s effect on human behavior and 
emotion. Since people’s reaction to color is immediate, 
color has a tremendous influence on the choices they 
make every day.

“Color choices are very personal and when selling 
your home, it’s critical to appeal to the greatest number 
of potential buyers,” said interior designer Allegra 
Dioguardi, president of Styled and Sold Home Staging 
in New York. “With so many people beginning their 
search for a home on the Internet today, your home and 
listing photos must stand out from your competition. 
Color is one very simple way to do this.”

Eric Brown, one of the authors of House Selling for 
Dummies said, “Painting your house’s exterior before 
you put it on the market will give the biggest bang for 
your fix-up buck, as long as you are using colors that 
conform to the neighborhood’s decorating norm.”

Colors affect human beings in many ways and by 
using the principles of color psychology you can make 
your home stand out from the competition, sell more 
quickly and at a higher price. In short, the stimulus and 
effect of colors normally cross cultures. Blues will feel 

cool, reds and oranges feel warm. Deeper shades of 
color imply intimacy and serenity.

Your home’s exterior color is the first thing most 
potential homebuyers see when they drive up or inspect 
the property on the Web. The correct color may be the 
most powerful and cost effective design tool at your 
disposal.

What is “correct” these days? Brown’s research 
shows that homes painted in pale yellows with cream 
or beige accents have sold fastest during the past few 
years.

In general, lighter colors are favored for exterior 
as they make the property seem larger. Conversely, 
painting your sideboards with a darker color will make 
the house seem smaller, though dark colors can draw 
more attention to home’s details.

For those painting an older home, you may want 
to consider historical accuracy, as this could be a big 
selling point as well.

When choosing interior colors for the home, 
consider the purpose of each room. Kitchen and dining 
areas painted in “food colors” such as coffee browns, 
celery greens and scrambled-egg yellows will make the 
rooms feel more natural.

Hallways are a great place to bring in the exterior 
colors for overall harmony.

According to Jeanette Fisher’s book, Joy to the 
Home: Secrets of Interior Design Psychology, since, 
deeper shades of color imply intimacy and serenity, she 
recommends painting master bedrooms a medium shade 
of green or blue for warm selling seasons and rouge red 
for cooler weather. Other bedrooms can be painted in 
creamy tones of green, blue or a pale shell pink.

For your bedroom and bathroom, cool colors can 
form a relaxing atmosphere with paint. Consider shades 
of blue, green or even lavender.

Of course, common sense should help you with any 
color choices. You need to match other things in your 
home and keep a comfortable environment as well. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can 
be reached at 443-6464 or at her office located at 4140 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a 
local independently owned and operated company. Visit 
the Gardner Realtors website at www.GardnerRealtors.
com.

The psychology of color on your home
bY LINdA R. MARTIN

Real Estate

continued on page 27
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John P. “Big 
Jawn” Tully Sr., 
who passed away 
on August 1, was 
an exemplary 
individual.

A University 
City resident for 
47 years, John was 
a devoted family 
man and a great 
benefactor to his 
community in terms 
of man-hours, energy, enthusiasm and 
dedication – especially to the Kenner 
Recreation Department. An athlete 
himself, he was involved in dozens of 
community activities, including booster 
clubs, coaching, marching clubs and 

service organizations. 
And even these activities 
weren’t enough for him. 
He was always eager to 
get involved in anything 
else that would benefit 
the people of Kenner, 
especially the city’s 
youth.

In the early 1980s 
I was the editor of the 
now-defunct Kenner City 
News and John was my 

sports editor. Working for no pay while 
holding down a fulltime job, John was 
a one-man sports department. Every 
week he was all over the map. He 
would gather up all the scores and stats 
in all age groups from all of the city’s 

playgrounds, then go around to the two 
bowling alleys and compile the leagues’ 
results and high games.

John was a man for all seasons – 
literally – covering, year-round, every 
sport the city had to offer, including 
football, baseball, basketball, soccer, 
volleyball, boxing and track events. 
People bought the newspaper just to see 
their kids’ names in print. He did his 
job so well that competing publications 
began following our lead and doing 
likewise.

John even knew when and where 
the fish were biting and the shrimp were 
running in the lake before the fish and 
shrimp knew. On at least one occasion 
that I can recall, the outdoors editor of a 
competing publication admitted in print 

that he’d been scooped.
And, most amazing of all, John did 

all of this with no formal journalism 
training, just a bubbling enthusiasm and 
love for what he did so well. But, even 
more than these abilities and activities, 
John was just an all-around great guy. 
Everyone loved him and he never had 
an unkind word for anyone. He was my 
good friend, as well as a colleague.

John leaves behind his wife of 52 
years, Maria Barone Tully, two sons, 
two daughters, five grandchildren, 
two step-grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. He would have been 73 
on September 30. 

Dean M. Shapiro is a writer for the 
West Bank Beacon.

As a district councilman in Kenner since 
2006, Zahn says he has been a strong 
advocate for improving public safety by 
fighting blight in Kenner, working hand-
in-hand with code enforcement and police 
to rid the community of havens for crime 
and drugs.

Zahn said, “I secured hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for sewer and drainage 
projects in my district. I believe I am an 
effective leader who advanced programs 
for seniors and youth and championed 
improvements to the playgrounds and 
gyms in my district.”

Zahn started and owns his own 
business and he says has been a catalyst 
for economic development. Said Zahn, 
“I have a keen understanding of the 

demands on small business. I helped 
draft ordinances that eased government 
regulations and restrictions on businesses 
and opened the door for more economic 
growth.”

Zahn said he has also been an 
outspoken voice for transparency in 
government. He recently resigned as a 
board member of the non-profit Kenner 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
called upon Mayor Yenni to investigate the 
organization’s spending. Upon reviewing 
the early findings of an internal city audit, 
Zahn said he moved quickly to call for the 
organization to be disbanded and for its 
funding to be terminated.

Zahn is married to the former Dawn 
Boudloche and they have two children, 

Ben, 15, and 12-year-old Patricia “Blake.” 
Zahn is a graduate of John Curtis Christian 
School and the University of New 
Orleans. He served as a board member of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Home and School 
Association, Jefferson Parish Envision 
2020 and the Professional Services 
Selection Advisory Board for Kenner. 
He is a past member of the Jefferson 
Parish Industrial Development Board, 
the Florist Transworld International 
Delivery Association and is past chairman 
for two consecutive terms of the Kenner 
Planning and Zoning Board. Zahn is a 
board member of the Krewe of Argus, a 
member of the Pelican State Pachyderm 
Club and he served on the Kenner Civil 
Service Board. He is an honorary member 

of the Kenner Rotary Club serving as both 
past president and past secretary and is a 
graduate of the Kenner Police Citizen’s 
Academy.

Currently, the Jefferson Parish District 
4 Council seat is held by Louis Congemi 
who is prevented by term limits to run for 
the seat again.

Of the 46 precincts in District 4, 56 
percent are in Kenner. Of the 50,455 
registered voters in District 4, 61 percent 
are residents of Kenner. The District 4 
council district area comprises all of north 
Kenner, portions of south Kenner and a 
neighboring section of Metairie north of 
West Napoleon Avenue. 

Community

Zahn
(continued from page 1)

A tribute to Kenner resident John Tully
bY dEAN M. ShAPIRO

On the tenth anniversary, 
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and 
the Kenner City Council will host a 
“Day of Remembrance” to honor the 
men and women who lost their lives 
on September 11, 2001. The event 
will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, 
September 9, 2011 at a designated 
memorial site in Kenner’s Laketown 
and is open to the public.

On September 11, 2002, the city 
of Kenner, in conjunction with Louis 
Muhleisen from L.A. Muhleisen and 
Son Funeral Homes, erected and 
dedicated the memorial to honor 
the fallen heroes of the tragic 9/11 
events. The memorial consists of a 
plaque and flagpole at the entrance 
in the public area of the Kenner boat 
launch.

Attending the ceremony will be 
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway, 
Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers 
and Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell 
Normand. Other officials from the 
area have been invited to participate 
in the remembrance ceremony along 
with East Jefferson General Hospital 
Director of Emergency Medical 
Services Michael Guillot.

The Kenner Police Honor Guard 
and Kenner Fire Department Color 
Guard will participate in the event 
along with Pastor Erica Jenkins 
from the Thomas United Methodist 
Church. 

September 11 day of remembrance
to be held in Kenner

Saddy
(continued from page 27)

communities. For information call 
Danielle C. Williams at 282-0265.

October 2 – Various consulates 
in collaboration with participating 
civic and social groups present the 
third Hispanic Cultural Festival. For 
information call 272-2198 extension 
108 or 110.

October 8 – Celebración Hispana 
de Kenner presents “Hispanic 
Heritage” month festival in Kenner. For 
information call 466-1483.

October 15 - 16 – Hispanic-
American Musicians and Artists’ 
Cultural Association, Inc., present 
Carnaval Latino. For information call 
528-8560.

October 22 – The Guatemalan 
Association presents their gala dinner 
dance and crowning of Miss Guatemala 
2011- 2012 at the Jefferson Orleans 
from 9:00 p.m. to 1 p.m. For more 
information call 810-8831 or 235-3815.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center 
– The center offers various programs 
as well as access to information and 
referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – K-TV-76 
Hispanic TV programs with topics 
of interest to the community every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday 
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and 
program schedule go to www.kenner.
la.us and click on the K-TV 76 logo.

I leave you with this thought. “In 
total darkness we are all the same, only 
our knowledge separates us. Don’t let 
your eyes deceive you!” 

Rafael E. Saddy is public relations 
officer of the Latin American Civic 
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence for be sent to P.O. 
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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Oktoberfest celebration to Rivertown 
for two weekends this year. Centanni 
also said the annual Halloween Bash 
will return to Rivertown and Mayor 
Yenni has moved the Christmas Village 
display and entertainment to Rivertown 
this year. Perhaps equally important, 
Centanni says that Kenner is working 
to complete the requirements needed 
to apply to participate into Louisiana’s 
Main Street program, which seeks to 
preserve and enhance historic districts 
in towns and cities throughout the 
state. With the committee’s urging, as 
recommended by Kenner’s Planning 
Department, the city has begun taking 
the necessary steps to apply for Main 
Street status, beginning with establishing 
the Rivertown Historic Commission 
on August 18, 2011. Immediately 
following the city council appointment 
of the Rivertown Historic Commission, 
the city will be eligible to apply for 
“certified local government” status 
through Louisiana’s office of Historic 
Preservation, a requirement needed 
to reach the Main Street status. Main 
Street is a federal program through the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
administered by the state. When Kenner 
is a part of the Main Street program 
doors will be opened to be able to apply 

for federal and state grants that the city 
does not qualify for now. Centanni 
said state officials recently met with 
the 13-member Rivertown Advisory 
Committee and Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni’s administration, toured 
Rivertown’s district and then expressed 
their support. Currently there are six 
Main Street neighborhoods in the New 
Orleans area, including Oak Street and 
Old Algiers.

“We are thrilled that Rivertown 
is going to become the new host for 
Oktoberfest and Christmas Village,” 
says Centanni. “Part of what Rivertown 
needs if it is to be viable is more 
foot traffic and these two events will 
certainly produce that. And by obtaining 
Main Street status local business owners 
will be provided with a direct voice in 
the redevelopment of this commercial 
corridor. A Rivertown Main Street 
board of directors, its first members 
appointed by the city administration, 
will be established, and it will consist 
of business owners that operate in this 
district. At the end of the first term new 
board members will be voted on by all 
members of the Rivertown Main Street 
program. This is a new initiative for us 
and we’re going to try to take advantage 
of it. The state officials we’ve spoken to 

are very optimistic about the possibility 
of making Rivertown a commercial 
success, which of course is the goal 
we’ve been working toward in Kenner 
for more than a decade.”

Kenner District 1 Councilman 
Gregory Carroll, who created the 
Rivertown Advisory Committee, 
appointed Centanni as chairman, and has 
taken the position that the development 
of Rivertown is a challenge for the 
entire city and not just those who reside 
in District 1, is very pleased.

“Give Kevin a tremendous amount 
of credit,” says Councilman Carroll. 
“He really loves both Kenner and 
Rivertown and has worked very hard 
to get the revival of Rivertown going. 
It was through his personal contacts 
that we were able to bring Oktoberfest 
to Kenner. We are hopeful that we can 
eventually develop some on-going 
programs with the state through the 
Main Street initiative. But what is most 
encouraging is that we have received 
assistance and encouragement from 
every sector of Kenner. Part of the point 
we were trying to make from the start 
is that Rivertown’s development is not 
just a challenge for District 1 but for the 
entire community. The enhancement of 
Rivertown benefits all of Kenner and 
hopefully will create jobs for people 
who live in Districts 2, 3, 4 and 5, as 
well as District 1.”

Both Carroll and Centanni say that 
the payoff of this increased activity 
would be if a developer were to take 
one or more buildings in Rivertown 
and open a restaurant or a retail outlet 
or some other commercial venture that 
would be successful.

“I like to use the analogy of the 
French Quarter which is historic but 
it is also a great commercial success 
with tremendous real estate values,” 
says Centanni. “There is no reason that 
Rivertown can’t be busy 52 weeks a 
year with festivals, concerts and other 
events. We need to move some of our 
buildings in Rivertown from inactive to 
becoming part of the real estate market 
with increased values. Obviously, it 
isn’t going to happen overnight. It’s a 

one step at a time process. But I think 
that we’re on the right track and we 
certainly invite everyone to come enjoy 
Oktoberfest, Halloween Bash and 
Christmas Village. With the cooperation 
of the city and property owners we’re 
going to light up Rivertown like never 
before and make it a fun place where 
families go to have a good time. We’re 
very grateful that Mayor Yenni is 
enthusiastic about our plans and supports 
our efforts by following through with 
our recommendations.”

Centanni said the advisory group 
met in August with Yenni and Rivertown 
property owners who were asked and 
readily agreed to spruce up and maintain 
their property to the highest standards in 
preparation for the upcoming events.

The Rivertown Advisory Committee 
is comprised of two permanent committee 
members including Carroll, as the 1st 
District councilman and a member of 
the Friends of Rivertown. An appointee 
of the mayor, one appointee from each 
of the seven council members and three 
additional members appointed by the 1st 
District City Council representative – 
two Rivertown business owners and one 
1st District resident, serve for one year.

Along with Centanni and Carroll, 
members of the advisory committee 
include Jay Hebert, Kenner’s Planning 
and Zoning Director, appointed by 
Mayor Yenni and Doris Rappold, 
appointed by Councilwoman-at-Large 
Michele Branigan. Councilwoman-at-
Large Jeannie Black named Jennifer 
Labella and Henry Rando is District 
2 Councilman Joe Stagni’s appointee. 
Remy Bosio was chosen by District 
3 Councilman Ben Zahn, District 4 
Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch 
placed Betty Bonura in the group and 
Brett Ward was picked by District 5 
Councilman Kent Denapolis. Gail 
Yeadon, the president of and appointed 
by the Friends of Rivertown, is on 
the board along with Mike Sandras, 
Keilon Johnson-Martin, Gerry Burnsed 
and James Evans, all appointed by 
Councilman Carroll. 

Rivertown
(continued from page 1)
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Convert existing tub
into a shower

Replace existing tub 
with a shower stall

www.step-n-shower.com
ACCEPTS MEDICAID

There are 
certain life 
altering situations 
that trigger the 

need to contact an attorney immediately 
concerning your estate planning needs. 
Before discussing these circumstances, 
let’s define estate planning.

Estate planning is simply providing for 
the transfer of your assets following your 
death. Some estate plans are complicated, 
while others are quite simple. The ideal 
estate plan is customized to your specific 
circumstances. Some mistakenly believe 
estate planning is only for older folks 
or the wealthy. The truth is, if you own 
property you need an estate plan. Since 
we don’t know the exact date of our last 
day on earth everyone needs to consider 
and develop an estate plan.

Some mistakenly believe that an estate 
plan consists of one document. Estate 
planning should include certain actions. 
Take an inventory of what you own and 
how much you owe. Make sure the named 
beneficiaries on your retirement accounts 
and insurance policies are accurate and 
updated. Evaluate your insurance policies.

Have an attorney prepare a will/trust 
for you and get your powers of attorney in 

place. Before an attorney can prepare your 
will/trust, you will need to decide who you 
want to receive your property and personal 
belongings, who you want to serve as tutor 
(guardian) of your minor children and who 
you want to be in charge of the distribution 
of your property (executor).

You should plan for your funeral/burial 
or other form of disposition of your body. It 
is extremely important that someone know 
your detailed plans. This is exceedingly 
important for those without a spouse, 
significant other or children. Making 
decisions after someone has passed is quite 
hard when their wishes are not known.

With that said, whether or not you have 
started your estate plan, the circumstances 
on the following list should trigger an 
immediate call to a legal professional.

Do you find yourself facing any of 
the following situations?

Diagnosis of a serious or life 
threatening illness

Illness or death of a spouse
In Louisiana, when your last child 

turns 24 and there are no other children 
with a permanent disability, you no longer 
have any forced heirs

Birth, death or serious illness of 
a child, grandchild, sibling, parent or 

Life altering situations
bY JAMES L. MELChERS

business partner
Disability of a parent or business 

partner
Permanent disability (mental or 

physical) of a child or grandchild who 
may benefit from a special needs trust

Divorce
Marriage, especially second or more 

marriages
Marriage or divorce of a child, 

grandchild or business partner
continued on page 31

Law
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plan on voting for three property tax 
renewals that will be on the ballot.

“This is a do or die situation,” the 
mayor said of the property tax renewals 
that, if approved by voters, would 
provide $3.3 million for the city’s fire 
department, $725,000 for garbage 
collection and disposal and $513,000 
for Kenner’s sewerage system. In April, 
Kenner voters rejected Yenni’s proposal 
to solve the city’s financial problems 
by adopting three, two of the three tax 
renewals with increases and one straight 
renewal. Mayor Yenni said after the 
election defeat that he wanted to give 
Kenner voters the option of accepting 
higher taxes to assure the city’s future 
and quality of life.

Now, with that option clearly 
rejected, the mayor is hoping that 
Kenner voters will simply agree to 
renew the three millages that they have 
paid for years, up until April 2011. He 
says that he has placed the renewals on 
the ballot in November “because we 
can’t delay any longer. The matter is 
now of the greatest urgency. All of us 

who understand the situation that the 
city now faces have to communicate 
with every Kenner voter and tell them 
that these renewals are of the greatest 
urgency for such basic reasons as fire 
insurance, garbage collection and long 
overdue improvements to the sewerage 
system.”

“If we don’t act in November, the 
city will face some pretty frightening 
scenarios – everyone’s fire insurance 
rates could be subject to an increase, 
there might be scaled back garbage 
collections and the work on the ailing 
sewerage system will not be as much 
as needed to be in compliance with the 
Department of Environmental Quality,” 
says Mayor Yenni. “It’s a nightmare 
scenario and I think that every serious 
person will understand that it’s one 
thing to vote against new taxes and 
another to vote against the renewal of 
existing taxes that have for years funded 
the most basic services, such as the fire 
department, garbage collection and 
sewerage.” 

and TV productions.
“Kenner has become an extension 

of Hollywood South, which is what 
we call New Orleans,” says Gary 
Huckabay, a production supervisor and 
location manager for a TV movie called 
“Ricochet” that just finished a week of 
shooting in Kenner. The movie, which 
is going directly to the TNT Network 
for airing, stars John Corbett and Kelly 
Overton, both of whom are best known 
for their work in TV. Huckabay says 
the movie and TV industries have spent 
$1 billion this past year on shoots in 
Louisiana. The state of Louisiana and 
Jefferson Parish offer tax credits as 
incentives to filmmakers.

“We loved working in Kenner,” says 
Huckabay. “The mayor, the police chief, 
the City Council and the fire chief all 
welcomed us with open arms. Kenner 
has a permitting process but it is very 
friendly, not adversarial at all. If you’re a 
legitimate production, you’re welcomed 
in Kenner. In fact, we did part of our 
shoot at the Chateau Golf and Country 
Club where the staff and members 
could not have been nicer. We hired 
some Kenner residents as part of our 
crew and encouraged crew members to 
patronize Kenner restaurants and stores. 
We plan on being back next month to 

shoot another TV movie for TNT here.” 
He says that when movies are shot here, 
they also hire Kenner Police Department 
details to provide security and, when a 
scene requires shooting or a fire, they 
hire Kenner firefighters to be sure there is 
complete safety on the set and in the city.

Huckabay says producers find 
neighborhoods in Kenner that can pass 
for locales in other U.S. cities. Some 
scenes for the TV production, “Memphis 
Beat,” are shot in Kenner neighborhoods. 
Huckabay says producers and directors 
love shooting scenes at upper-crust 
Oakland Estates in Kenner.

“We’re going to be shooting scenes 
for the next TNT TV movie that is set 
in the northeast U.S., but we have found 
some neighborhoods in Kenner that 
will fit right in,” says Huckabay. “The 
average viewer will think they’re seeing 
a neighborhood located in a northeastern 
industrial city.”

Huckabay says Kenner has a 
great future as a site for movie and TV 
productions. “Everyone here has been 
very nice and welcoming,” says Huckabay 
who has been involved in movie making 
in metro New Orleans for more than 
23 years. “We’re glad to spend some of 
Hollywood’s money in Kenner. We’re 
really made to feel welcome here.” 

A revised website makes it a lot easier for Kenner citizens to access city government
bY ALLAN KATZ

Upon taking office in 2010, Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said that 
Kenner’s website was definitely not 
reflective of 21st century technology. 
Today, a year later, Mayor Yenni 
says the revised website is infinitely 
improved and of 21st century quality 
although further improvements are 
going to be necessary.

Valerie Waguespack, the city’s 
director of information technology and 
telecommunications, said the revised 
Kenner website provides access to 
all contracts, public notices, meeting 
agendas, adopted legislation and 
current events. The website also now 
provides links to the municipal code of 

ordinances, the city of Kenner Home 
Rule Charter and key ordinances that 
are frequently referenced.

“We’ve cleaned up the data 
contained in the website and created a 
separate page for each department of 
city government,” said Waguespack. 
“We’ve provided access to the city’s 
Twitter and Facebook pages. We also 

list the status of all proposed legislation. 
There is also a very good section on 
emergency preparedness that we think 
will be helpful to families as we now 
approach the hurricane season.”

Waguespack said although the 
website is now much improved, there 
is still more to be done. “Technology 
keeps getting better which means we 

continually will have opportunities to 
further extend the ability of Kenner 
citizens and others interested in Kenner 
city government to learn more about the 
operations of government,” she said. 
“The website is vastly improved but it’s 
still a work in progress.”

The city of Kenner’s website is 
www.kenner.la.us. 

inspections are a “snapshot” in time. 
Therefore, they are not always reflective 
of the day-to-day operations and overall 
condition of an establishment.

DHH has requested that website 
visitors share their thoughts about the 
new website.

The Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals strives to protect 

and promote health statewide and to 
ensure access to medical, preventive 
and rehabilitative services for all state 
citizens. To learn more about DHH, 
visit www.dhh.louisiana.gov. For up-
to-date health information, news and 
emergency updates, follow DHH’s blog, 
Twitter account and Facebook. 

Food safety website
(continued from page 8)

Property tax renewals
(continued from page 1)

Hollywood South
(continued from page 1)
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during the August 18, 2011 meeting of city directors, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni presented 
certificates of merit to Clarence Turpin of the Kenner Parks and Recreation department, bill han-
non of the city’s code enforcement department and Kellie harper of the Kenner Council Office. 
They were recognized for their exceptional work as outstanding employees for July 2011. Turpin 
has been a supervisor at the Kenner Pavilion for three years. The certificate was given to Turpin for 
his dedication on the job and it was noted he has received many compliments from clients who 
have rented the facility. hannon has been a vehicle motor operator inspector at the city’s brake 
tag station for eight years. The certificate was given to hannon because customers have reported 
he is pleasant, hard working and always has a smile on his face. harper was cited as an outstanding 
employee by Kenner for being very efficient and professional when dealing with the public and for 
being very respectful toward her co-workers.

Kenner names outstanding employees for July 2011

New business opportunity and the 
need to utilize the proper business entity 
considering tax, legal and practical 
business issues

Change in business partners or the 
sale of a business

Relocation of your business or 
residence

Change (up or down) in your financial 
situation, either business or personal

Loss of your original documents
Retirement within five years
Hopefully, any major changes in your 

life are positive changes. The situations 
above are not all inclusive, but these 
circumstances should be a red flag that 
you need to get legal advice from a well-
seasoned attorney. 

 James L. Melchers is the senior 
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 
909 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and 
the firm’s primary areas of practice are 
estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, 
corporate law, and personal injury. 
Melchers can be reached at 467-1092 or 
visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.

is currently underway, about to get started 
or has been recently completed:

The extension of concourse D that will 
add six new gates to the airport’s capacity. 
The work is expected to be completed in 
the fall at a cost of $18 million.

The modernization of restrooms 
at the airport. Eleven sets of restrooms 
were completely renovated and a new 
set was added to concourse B. Another 
nine sets of restrooms were updated. The 
price tag for this work was $5 million.

The interior/exterior project is 
moving forward. It includes removal of 
the outer wall of the terminal, replacing 
it with a glass wall to make the interior 
of the airport brighter with updates 
being made in the baggage claim area. 

This will cost $13 million.
Baggage claim is getting an update 

at an expense of $8,305,794.
Airline counters are being moved 

forward in the terminal with major 
construction underway in the lobby. The 
exact cost of this work is not currently 
available.

Safety improvement projects on 
the airfield are underway involving 
apron rehabilitation, the north perimeter 
roadway, adding a new lighting control 
vault, runway approach light relocations 
required due to levee improvements and 
the addition of a new firehouse at a cost 
of over $18.5 million.

A new consolidated rental car facility 
is underway costing nearly $78 million. 
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