
Lifted by a one-sided 
victory in the October 
race for the open Jefferson 
Parish District 4 seat, 
Councilman-elect Ben 
Zahn vowed that he won’t 
ever forget the Kenner 
voters who got him started 
in politics and then helped 
elevate him to the next 
level.

“I want Kenner 
residents to know that I will not be abandoning my 
base constituents,” said Zahn as he talked about 
moving to his new office in the Yenni Building on 
Clearview Parkway in January. “My plan,” he said, “is 
to continue working closely with Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni, Police Chief Steve Caraway, Fire Chief John 
Hellmers, Councilwoman-

In a runoff election 
held November 19, 
2011, lawyer Mark 
Spears, with 70 percent 
of the vote, defeated 
Jefferson Parish School 
Board Member Cedric 
Floyd for the Jefferson 
Parish Council District 
3 position. Spears, from 
Marrero, and Floyd, 
from Kenner, were the 
top two candidates from 
a group of four in the October 22, 2011 election.

Said Spears, “I was very pleased that I ran 
so well in the Kenner precincts although they are 
considered part of my opponent’s base. I learned 
during the campaign that although the quality of life 
in Kenner is generally excellent, there are needs – 
such as medical services – 
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Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni addresses the KPbA.            Photo by barry Sprague

Jefferson Parish District 4
Councilman-elect ben Zahn

Jefferson Parish District 3 
Councilman-elect Mark Spears

At a meeting of the 
Kenner Professional 
Business Association 
on November 15, 2011, 
Kenner Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni gave his annual 
state of the city address. 
The following is the text 
of Mayor Yenni’s speech.

Since I gave the last 
state of the city address 
to this organization, I 
am proud to report that 
the city’s departments 
are continuing to work 
diligently to improve 
Kenner’s progress and 
lower expenditures 
while ensuring quality 

services. My staff and 
I continue to stress the 
importance of public 
safety, efficient service, 
fighting blight within 
the city and improving 
public infrastructure.

While the current 
economic downturn 
slows productivity and 
commerce, it does not 
create a decline in the 
needs of the citizens. 
Conversely, a sour 
economy causes local 
government to get even 
busier as we have to 
manage to provide more 
services with fewer 
resources.

Today, I’d like to 
share our progress with 
you. I am proud of the job 
the Yenni administration 
has done with our lean 
government that still 
remains as efficient as 
ever before.

Quality of life
The city of Kenner 

was named eighth in the 
top ten places for veterans 
to live by livability.com. 
The city was a winner 
of the Cleanest City 
Contest, was named a 
Playful City USA and 
Tree City USA for the 
fourth year. We planted 

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni reports on the state of the city

Kenner officials told voters that quality of life 
in the city would be affected by the outcome of the 
November 19, 2011 election if voters did not approve 
three property tax renewals for sewerage, garbage 
collection and disposal and funding of the fire 
department. The voters responded with a resounding 
approval of all three ten-year renewals.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he was 
pleased that voters renewed these existing funding 
sources and further stated, “The city of Kenner collects 
less property taxes than any other municipality in the 
area and voters recognized the importance of these 
three dedicated funding sources for fundamental city 
services.”

The Kenner City Council voted 6-1 to put the 
three millage renewals on the November ballot and in 
voter’s hands. These were renewals only with no new 
taxes proposed or attached.

The sewerage property tax renewal for 1.14 
mills passed with 70 percent of the voters approving. 
The sewerage renewal generates around $513,000 
annually, comprising about 9 percent of the sewerage 
operating budget. Of 4,759 voting, 3,305 wanted the 
sewerage renewal.

Voters renewed the garbage collection and 
disposal property tax of 1.61 mills which contributes 
close to $725,000, about 18 percent of the amount the 
city spends each year on garbage. 3,422 out of 4,727 
voters approved the garbage renewal.

47 percent of the Kenner Fire Department’s budget 
was preserved when voters agreed to the 7.40 millage 
renewal, which adds approximately $3.3 million per 
year to the department’s coffers. 4,744 voted and 3,422 
agreed to the fire department property tax renewal.

The official voter turnout averaged 12.9 percent 
from a total of 36,881 registered qualified voters. 

continued on page 26

Three property tax renewals for 
basic city services pass handily

Kohl’s department store executives are excited 
about proposed plans for a new location in the soon 
to be rebuilt Chateau Village Shopping Center. 
The developer, Praveen Kailas, indicated that he 
expects to see 600 new jobs between the Kohl’s 
store and other new outlets that will be located in 
the mall.

“The new Kohl’s store will be one-story with 
approximately 65,000 square feet,” says Kenner 
District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch 
who has been working with Kohl’s executives 
for almost two years on 

The battle is still on to see whether New Orleans can 
keep the Coconut Beach volleyball group in the city or 
whether the Coconut Beach owners will choose to move to 
Kenner’s Laketown on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain.

“I’m not sure that the Coconut Beach owners are 
ready to make a decision,” said Ken Marroccoli, director 
of Kenner’s Parks and Recreation Department. He has 
participated in the negotiations with Coconut Beach owners 
Bruce White and Mike Drury. Coconut Beach’s league 
play, which draws as many as 4,000 volleyball players 
and spectators weekly, is being forced to move from their 
West End site by the U.S. 

Jefferson Parish Councilman-elect Zahn 
promises he won’t forget his Kenner roots
bY ALLAN KATZ

Spears wins Jeff Parish District 3 
Council seat

continued on page 31 continued on page 27

continued on page 25 continued on page 31

Kohl’s is making plans for Kenner
bY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner still has a fighting chance
to lure Coconut Beach
bY ALLAN KATZ
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On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.rivertownkenner.com

Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Featuring ten-time world surfi ng champion Kelly Slater, The 
Ultimate Wave follows a quest to fi nd the perfect wave-riding 
experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among the islands of French 

Polynesia, the fi lm showcases dramatic giant screen surfi ng action 
in a unique Pacifi c paradise.

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.  

The UltimateWave Tahiti

Children and adults alike will surely fi nd the holiday spirit in 
this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday 

music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday 
favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser 

lights and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King 
Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Saturdays - 11:00 a.m. & 1 p.m.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS VILLAGE SHOWS
Nov. 25 - Dec. 18, Friday & Saturday - 6 p.m., 7 p.m. & 8 p.m

Reduced admission: $2 per person

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s  

OUT OF THIS WORLD! 
 

 
 

  

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly 
Slater, Qeb�Riqfj ^qb�T ^sb follows a quest to find the 
perfect wave-riding experience. Filmed in Tahiti and 

among the islands of French Polynesia, the film 
showcases dramatic giant screen surfing action in a 

unique Pacific paradise. 

Orkkfkd�qfj b7��12�j fkrqbp�

Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway), 
Qeb�Mi^kbqp provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System 

and beyond!  Witness the formation of our Solar System, 
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night 

sky for distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.  Audiences will 
be amazed by the stunning imagery and up close views of 

Qeb�Mi^kbqp!

Orkkfkd�qfj b7��04�j fkrqbp�

P`ebarib7

Appointment Only: Tues-Fri 10 people or more 
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations. 

General Public: Saturdays Only 

Qeb�Riqfj ^qb�T ŝb�Q êfqf� . / 7- -�mj �̂ka�/ 7- -�mj �

I ^pbo�El ifa v̂p:������ � . . 7- - �̂j �̂ka�. 7- -�mj �
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>aj fppfl k7
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4/ 0. �cl o�j l ob�fkcl oj ^qfl k�̂ka�dol rm�o^qbp+��

>ariqp����� � ! 3+- -�mbo�pel t ��
@efiaobk,Pbkfl op� ! 2+- -�mbo�pel t �

�����������J riqf*pel t �m̂ `h^dbp�̂s f̂i _̂ib�

*Children 2-12 years 
*Seniors 60 and over 

PELT �P@EBARI B�PR?GB@Q�QL�@E>KDB� �

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation of seasonal holiday
music!  Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display 
of laser lights and music!  Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!   

Orkkfkd�qfj b7��1-�j fkrqbp�

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana  70062 www.rivertownkenner.com 
504-468-7231 

Laser Holidays

Join us for a Holiday celebration for the whole family! Come in your  
holiday’s best and enjoy tea , delectable treats, activities and more.  Santa and 

Mrs. Clause will be there for pictures and story time. Don’t forget to bring 
your letters to give to Santa.  

 
Call 468-7268 for more information 

Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and 
explore the sky at the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming 

holiday planetarium show!   
 

Why do we decorate trees at Christmas?
Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?

 Why do we light the candles of a Menorah?
What did the Wise Men really see in the East?

 Find these answers and more!
 November 19 - January 7 • Saturdays 3 p.m.

‘tis The Season
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At AT&T we believe in communities. That’s 
why we do what we do. Like striving to 
connect people with good jobs, donating 
our time and talent, supporting the 
underserved, and promoting innovative 
educational programs.

Because we believe the power of you 
creates limitless possibilities for us all. 

believe. do.

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. 
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rhythm of Life.

Maintaining the

www.ejgh.org/cardiaccare 
HealthFinder: 504-456-5000

East Jefferson General Hospital

Your heart provides the beat for your life. And East Jefferson 
General Hospital provides the wellness and preventive programs 
needed to keep your heart healthy.  Put our team of nutritionists, 
fitness experts, cardiologists and primary care physicians to work 
on your behalf.

Through our Wellness Center, the Fitness Principle with Mackie 
Shilstone and Healthy Lifestyles Membership program, we offer 
prevention and wellness to meet almost any lifestyle and budget. 
We have the tools to help you stave off heart attacks and strokes so 
you can enjoy the rhythm of your life. 
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The media is 
in love with the 
“Occupy Wall 
Street” movement 
or as Ann Coulter 
famously called 
them, the “Flea 

Party.” This group is receiving plenty 
of media attention and like a virus is 
spreading to cities across America. 
Each protest site attracts left wing 
activists, homeless people and deviants 
in search of a cause. It is truly a noxious 
combination; a crazy, smelly mix of 
kooks.

Instead of objectively reporting who 
is involved in the Flea Party or what 
they are really doing at these sites, the 
media is falling over itself advocating 
on behalf of the left wing protest 
movement. Most media reports ignore 
that some protesters are calling for an 
end to capitalism, while others have 
been shouting “F…the USA.”

In city after city, officials are 
concerned about sanitary problems 
and deteriorating health conditions at 
the protest encampments. When police 
try to remove protesters from public 
parks, they refuse to leave, so arrests 
have been escalating. Clearly, the 
protesters are provoking confrontation 
with authorities. The overall goal of 
the movement is not to work within our 
system of government to improve it but 

to crash the system and start anew.
In contrast, the Tea Party movement 

sponsored rallies to advocate reforms, 
but when their events were over, they 
went back to work. Tea Party supporters 
never tried to occupy parks or public 
facilities. Their activists are not 
criminals provoking confrontation with 
authorities.

Unlike the Flea Party, Tea Party 
activists paid fees to rent parks and did 
not try to permanently takeover areas 
that are meant for the enjoyment of all 
citizens. In Richmond, VA, Tea Party 
organizers accused Mayor Dwight 
Jones of applying a double standard of 
code enforcement. While the Richmond 
Tea Party had to follow strict guidelines 
and purchase liability insurance, the 
Flea Party was allowed to spend several 
weeks in Kanawha Park, paying no fees 
and providing no insurance.

Not only have Flea Party protesters 
prevented taxpayers from having access 
to public parks and paid no fees for the 
privilege, they expect taxpayers to cover 
the costs for police protection, trash 
pick-up, healthcare services and food 
preparation for their movement.

It is clear these protesters are both 
greedy and misguided. In San Diego, 
occupiers have refused to leave a public 
park until their ridiculous demands 
are met. The organizers want an end 
to “joblessness, poverty and political 

corruption.” If they were truly interested 
in having these problems eradicated, the 
Flea Party would be focusing on the 
White House instead of Wall Street. 
President Obama has done more to 
wreck our economy than any other 
person in our country today. He has 
also been the recipient of more Wall 
Street money than any other politician 
in history.

Instead of criticizing Obama, the 
movement seems to be working with 
Obama to help his re-election effort. 
In addition, the “lame stream” media is 
pushing the protests to accomplish the 
same goal, Barack Obama’s re-election 
in November of 2012.

Another four years of Barack 
Obama is the unstated goal that is 
uniting almost all of the groups backing 
this movement. Along with the media 
supporters, ACORN, billionaire George 
Soros and Hollywood idiots are also 
supporting the Flea Party.

It was no surprise to see rap 
performer Kanye West with his 
thousand dollar jeans and expensive 
jewelry strolling through an occupied 
encampment. On the other side of the 
ideological spectrum, the occupiers now 
have another ally, former KKK leader 
David Duke. The Flea Party has truly 
crossed the racial divide by bringing 
together black and white racists, mixed 

The good 
news is that 
Kenner has come 
through the 
minefield fiscal 

crisis of 2011.
Mayor Michael S. Yenni, his 

administration and the City Council have 
slashed some $7.3 million in expenses 
from the budget. The reductions and 
the shifting of money around the mayor 
and council chose when belt tightening 
were not those that affect everyday 
residents. So life continues in Kenner 
much as before for its inhabitants. For 
this year only, the police department is 
funded. The massive sewer overhaul 
is proceeding. The grass is being cut. 
The potholes are being filled. The gyms 
and playgrounds are being used for 
recreational sports programs continuing 
to occupy the city’s young athletes. 
If there has been some slippage in 
Kenner’s acclaimed quality of life, it is 
not been very noticeable to the average 
citizen so it is amazing that $7.3 million 
has been slashed from the budget. 

While sometimes there was no choice 
but to put a band aid on some crucial 
money problems, most notably this year 
in funding the police department, the 
mayor, his administration and council 
in most areas have done a superb job of 
budget cutting.

Then, given the choice, voters on 
November 19 approved the renewal of 
the three key ten-year property taxes 
that they had rejected earlier when 
coupled with proposed new property 
taxes. That means three vital functions 
– sewerage, fire protection and garbage 
collection and disposal – will continue 
to be funded. The voters made their 
point – no new taxes.

In a victory statement, the mayor 
thanked the voters and noted that 
Kenner’s rate of property taxes is 
the lowest of any Jefferson Parish 
municipality. That is certainly true and 
from all indications, that’s just the way 
that Kenner voters want it to be.

Meanwhile, Yenni, his 
administration and the City Council 
continue to excel at aggressively 

seeking new investments and sources of 
revenue.

The administration successfully 
supported the effort to bring the 
Deutsches Haus Oktoberfest to 
Rivertown which was an example of 
how good the old historic section of 
Kenner looks when it’s filled with 
people. In much the same way, the move 
of Christmas Village to Rivertown 
promises to fill the streets with the 
young and their elders.

The efforts to lure a Target store 
to The Esplanade mall were successful 
and plans are now being completed for 
a 65,000 square foot Kohl’s to come to 
the Chateau Village Shopping Center 
which is being completely re-done. 
The experts say they think that when 
the renovated, re-done shopping mall is 
opened in October 2012, there will be 
some 600 new jobs, most of which will 
probably be filled by Kenner residents.

Kenner is vying with New Orleans 
to see which can make the best offer 
to the very successful Coconut Beach 
volleyball league that has been located at 

New Orleans’ West End but has to move 
to make way for a new pumping station. 
If Coconut Beach heeds the siren call 
of Kenner and moves here in March, it 
would be a great addition to Laketown. 
A lot of restaurateurs and business 
people think that it wouldn’t be long 
before Kenner’s Coconut Beach could 
be surrounded by retail establishments, 
reminiscent of the old West End.

The airport is undergoing a $1.5 
billion expansion which should impact 
Kenner in a positive way.

So, so much for the good news. The 
bad news is that very slowly, Kenner 
is declining. The results of a survey 
commissioned by Mayor Yenni to aid 
in economic development of the city 
show the population slipping. The level 
of vacant housing is increasing. The 
per capita income is declining. The 
per capita education level is slipping. 
These trends, although worrisome, are 
in their very earliest stages. If they can 
be stopped and reversed, Kenner will 
again be able to toot its horn and make 

continued on page 28
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Lori and Kevin Guffey

Using social media to make Kenner a “Community of Choice”
bY MICHAEL S. YENNI
Kenner Mayor

Government

S e v e r a l 
months ago, the 
city of Kenner 
launched an 
e c o n o m i c 

development strategic planning 
effort. The purpose of this effort is 
to preserve and enhance Kenner’s 
appeal to businesses and residents. 
We are fortunate to live in a city with 
a strong economy, safe streets and 
stable neighborhoods; but to preserve 
those qualities, we realize that we must 
be vigilant. We must strive to make 
continual improvements to ensure 
quality governance, a quality economy 
and a high quality of life. It is in this 
spirit that we are undertaking this 
economic development planning effort.

To date, this process has helped 
to identify recent demographic trends 
in Kenner as well as the “Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats” 
that the city faces. In the context of this 
“SWOT” analysis, as it is known, one 
of the concerns that has emerged time 
and again is the graying of Kenner’s 
population. Data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau indeed confirm that Kenner’s 
population is getting older. This is not 
a problem in and of itself – indeed, our 
city embraces a diverse population. 
However, this demographic trend does 
suggest that Kenner needs to attract a 
new generation of residents to maintain 
a high quality of life and to remain 
economically competitive.

This challenge – attracting a new 
generation of residents and families – is 
not typically seen as a pure economic 
development issue, but few things are as 
important to the well being of a city. A 
stable or growing population, a healthy 
tax base, a well educated, middle income 
population – these are the characteristics 
of a community that is attractive to 
business. Increasingly, urban planners 
refer to these places as “communities 

of choice.” Communities of choice are 
not the kind of places that families settle 
for; rather, they are sought-after places 
that families actively seek to live within.

Kenner is constantly striving to be a 
community of choice. The ultimate test 
of whether we are succeeding in this 
effort is whether we can, in fact, attract a 
next generation of families to live, work 
and play in Kenner. Given the concern 
that has emerged about our ability to do 
so, the city has recently begun an effort 
to find out more about the neighborhood 
and lifestyle preferences of people in 
their 20s and 30s. To facilitate our fact-
finding, we have engaged the social 
media outlets of Facebook and Twitter.

Neighborhood and lifestyle 
preferences continue to evolve. Across 
the country, people are waiting longer 
to get married; they are waiting longer 
to have children; and they are having 
fewer children than they were twenty 
years ago. At the same time, many in the 
baby boom generation are now “empty 
nesters” and are nearing retirement age. 
In light of these profound demographic 
changes, the kind of house and the kind 
of neighborhood that was attractive 
20 or 30 years ago may not be what 
younger individuals are looking for 
these days. There is also the matter of 
tastes and preferences. Tastes in music, 
food, fashion and any number of other 
areas are constantly changing. It stands 
to reason that neighborhood preferences 
are evolving as well.

This is where our recent efforts with 
Facebook and Twitter come in to play. 
The consultant that Kenner has retained 
for our economic development efforts, 
GCR & Associates, recently prepared 
an online survey to better understand 
individuals’ opinions about the kind of 
neighborhood that they would like to live 
in. The survey asks how happy residents 
are in their current neighborhood, what 
their current attitudes are about Kenner 

and the kind of neighborhood qualities 
that they value the most – safe streets or 
proximity to shopping and dining, for 
example.

The survey, which we have called 
the “New Orleans Area Neighborhood 
Preference Survey,” seeks input from 
residents throughout the New Orleans 
Metropolitan Area. The survey tool is 
easy to use and should take approximately 
five minutes to complete. While we are 
keenly interested in the 20’s and 30’s 
demographic, we welcome residents of 
all ages to take the survey. There are 
three ways that individuals can access 
the survey. The survey is available via 
Facebook on a Facebook page entitled 
“New Orleans Area Neighborhood 
Preference Survey” or at http://tinyurl.
com/NOLANPS.

For those of you active in the 
“Twitterverse,” this survey can also 
be found via Twitter at @NOANPS. 
Finally, for those interested in taking 
the survey who are not engaged in 
social media, you may find the survey 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
neighborhood_preference_survey.

Our hope is that through social 
media, we will be able to quickly reach a 

broad base of individuals within the New 
Orleans metropolitan area. The “viral” 
quality of social media will hopefully 
inspire residents who have taken the 
survey to pass it along to their friends 
and co-workers, who will pass it along 
to their acquaintances, and so forth.

Through this survey and our use 
of social media, we hope to gain a 
better understanding of the kinds of 
characteristics that a potential next 
generation of Kenner residents are 
looking for. With this information in 
hand, it is our intention to make the 
improvements and investments that will 
further enhance Kenner’s status as a 
“community of choice.”

I welcome your participation in 
the neighborhood preference survey 
and I thank you for your time and 
interest. In the spirit of social media, I 
also encourage you to share the survey 
with your friends and family through 
whatever means you prefer – Facebook, 
Twitter, email or even over a cup of 
coffee. 

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

A Kenner City Council ordinance vetoed by Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
that bans Kenner’s unclassified workers, political appointees, from 
engaging in politics is now headed for Louisiana Attorney General Buddy 
Caldwell.

Mayor Yenni’s veto was overridden by council members at their 
November 3, 2011 meeting and then the council immediately voted to defer 
implementation of the law until the state attorney general’s office makes 
a ruling. At issue is whether Kenner’s unclassified workers can engage 
in political campaigns. Historically, unclassified workers appointed to 
their jobs by the mayor have been able to participate in politics. Yenni’s 
department directors, assistant directors, mayoral assistants and the City 
Council members’ assistants, clerk and assistant clerk are the 26 employees 
affected by the law. Under Kenner’s civil service system the vast bulk 
of Kenner’s 600 employees are banned from politics. They get their jobs 
through passing civil service tests and are protected from politics.

Mayor Yenni vetoed the ordinance on the advice of Kenner City Attorney 
Keith Conley who said the ordinance violates the U.S. Constitution, the 
Louisiana Constitution and the Kenner Home Rule Charter. Deputy City 
Attorney Leigh Roussel said that because unclassified workers have none 
of the protections of the civil service system, their right to free speech is 
imperiled by the City Council ordinance.

In early November a request for an opinion on the legality of the law 
was sent by the city’s administrators to Attorney General Caldwell’s office. 
Kenner’s City Council reported they will send their legal arguments to 
Caldwell’s office as well. 

Battle over ordinance to ban unclassified 
workers from politics now heads for state 
attorney general
bY ALLAN KATZ
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Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA  70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

Wills  Trusts
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Business Law

Personal Injury
Over 30 years experience

MLF

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
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The holiday 
season is in full 
swing and so are 
plans with family 
and friends 

during this joyful time. While it can be 
very easy to get caught up in holiday 
plans and preparations, it’s important to 
prepare your home and to take special 
care this time of year to ensure plans 
don’t go awry. Please keep these tips 
in mind to help safeguard yourself, 
your family and your home during the 
holiday season.

When shopping during this time 
of year, forgo carrying around large 
amounts of cash. Instead, make gift 
purchases with checks or credit cards 
when possible. Don’t leave your items 
unattended and don’t flash your valuables 
around for others to see, which could 
make you a target. It’s also a good idea 

to periodically return to your vehicle to 
unload your purchases, reducing the risk 
of leaving items behind. Carrying too 
much at one time can also hinder your 
ability to react quickly to a situation. 
Make sure to put your purchases in the 
trunk of your vehicle and out of sight 
so thieves aren’t tempted to break into 
your vehicle. When parking at shopping 
centers, do so in areas that are properly 
lit and bring a shopping partner along 
with you for safety. Before you exit 
your vehicle, check the area to make 
sure it looks safe and leave your engine 
running until you’re ready to leave your 
vehicle in case you should need to flee 
the area quickly. It’s imperative that you 
always be aware of your surroundings.

In your home, avoid displaying 
gifts where they can easily be seen from 
a window or doorway. Leaving gifts 
in plain view may attract unwanted 

attention. Also, never leave boxes from 
gifts or purchases, such as television 
or computer boxes, out on the curb for 
trash pickup, which will clue others 
into valuable items located inside your 
home.

If you’ll be leaving town for the 
holidays, ask a trusted neighbor to 
keep an eye on your home. Having 
someone pick up your mail and parking 
their vehicle in your driveway from 
time to time will give the appearance 
that someone is indeed home. You can 
also create the illusion of someone 
being home by using timers on lights, 
radios and televisions. Make a list of 
emergency contacts to bring with you 
on your journey including state police 
information for each state you’ll be 
traveling through. If you’ll be flying 
during the holidays use covered 
luggage tags to conceal your address 

and consider using your office address 
instead of your home address. Keep an 
eye on your luggage and valuables both 
in the airport and on your flight and 
consider wearing a waist/fanny pack or 
neck wallet, especially while sleeping 
on a flight.

For extra peace of mind, feel free to 
contact the Kenner Police Department 
at 712-2200 to request a patrol of 
your home while you are away for the 
holidays. The Kenner Police Department 
wishes you and your loved ones a safe 
and happy holiday season. Please feel 
free to contact me should you have any 
safety issues or concerns. 

Kenner Police Chief Caraway 
can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.
com.

Government
Holiday safety
bY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

The Kenner 
Clerk of Court 
is pleased to 
welcome the 

return of its popular 
program to accept Internet online 
payments of traffic tickets. The online 
service offers a convenient, paperless 
and quick way of making fine payments 
for motorists who receive traffic tickets 
in Kenner.

The program was suspended in 
July of 2010 when a completely new 
electronic data based court records 
system was installed to replace an 
outdated manual, paper-based system. A 
special interface was custom designed to 
accept the online payments in the new 
system.

The all-electronic court system is at 
the heart of a sweeping upgrade of data 
entry and processing of court records that 
is expected to make document handling 
more efficient and more accurate in the 
department.

The new online payment plan was 
activated in October and court officials 
carefully monitored its initiation to assure 
accuracy of the real time information it 
generates. The online payment service 
was made available to the public the last 
week of October, 2011.

Persons who receive traffic tickets 
in Kenner and wish to use the online 
service with their credit cards can do so 
if they use Visa, MasterCard or Discover.

This capability without the necessity 

of a court appearance in many cases also 
increases the likelihood that Kenner 
will receive more of the outstanding 
receivables that provide funding for 
many sections of city government, 
including administrative departments 
and the Kenner Police Department.

Online ticket payments began in 
Kenner in early 2003 and received 
wide acceptance from the public as the 
Internet grew in popularity as an option 
for paying a variety of bills and other 
financial obligations.

For access to online payments of 
Kenner tickets, payors should visit www.
kenner.la.us and click the “Pay Tickets 
Online” link on the city home page. Or 
Internet users can enter https://tickets.
kenner.la.us/ to go directly to the site.

Also, as part of the court system 
streamlining, we are making efforts 
to close out old cases by updating 
information on them and will soon 
begin efforts to collect outstanding fines 
and fees owed to the city in cases that 
have gone to court or where defendants 
have failed to pay their fines. So, 
defendants who are in arrears should 
not be surprised if they are contacted by 
the Kenner Clerk of Court Department 
regarding overdue accounts.

Implementation of the new custom 
designed software program was 100 
percent funded by a grant in the amount 
of $169,536 and was a first for a Mayor’s 
Court in the state. We were proud to 
receive this grant. Our staff worked hard 

and with a high degree of cooperation to 
make it work right.

The grant was awarded to Kenner 
by the Louisiana Traffic Records 
Coordinating Committee and its 
partnership with the Louisiana Highway 
Safety Commission and LSU. The 
funding comes from Section 408 of the 
National Highway Transportation Safety 
Act.

The purpose of the grant is to upgrade 
the handling of cases that go before 
the magistrate and prosecutors. Under 
the plan, the magistrate court system 
became paperless, making records 
instantly available. In the meantime, the 
electronic system provides better control 
of costs and improved service to our 
citizens.

Not only has the new program 
streamlined court processes but it has 
allowed the court to link real time data 
with the Kenner Police Department, the 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, and 
ultimately, the state.

If you are not able to access the 
online ticket payment system or if you 
need more information, please contact 
me at the Clerk of Court Office at 468-
7277. 

Kenner Clerk of Court Director 
Meg DiMaggio Vincent can be reached 
at coc@kenner.la.us or 468-7277. The 
city of Kenner’s Clerk of Court’s Office 
is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, 
Building A.

Ticket payments back online
bY MEG DIMAGGIO VINCENT
Kenner Clerk of Court Director
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NOWBACK INKENNER

People

A lot of things 
are happening in 
Rivertown, and 
changes being 
made, but one 

thing has remained 
constant since it was built – The Kenner 
Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema 
(also known as the Louis J. Roussel Jr., 
Laser Planetarium). It’s the centerpiece 
of the area, right across the street from 
the thriving Rivertown Repertory 
Theatre. It was a long time in coming 
to Rivertown (located where Williams 
Boulevard meets the Mississippi River) 
but when it finally made its debut 
in 2004 it was a smash, at least with 
me. I have always been a sucker for 
planetariums (or is that planetaria?) and 
was even a fan of the original theater 
inside the science center which sat 43 
very thin people. But this venue, seating 
118, is unique.

“The stars appear courtesy of a 
Zeiss projector using fiber optics and 
was the first of its kind in America in 
2004,” says planetarium director Heidi 
Ransom. “The lenses are extremely 
clear and provide sharp pin points of 
light for the stars, better than a digital 
planetarium projector.” The star 
projector is used for sky presentations 
and is a traditional exhibit teaching us 
all about the solar system. The current 
show is called “The Planets” narrated by 
“Star Trek’s” Dr. Janeway herself, Kate 
Mulgrew. (What a great voice!) It uses 
the projector, video and 35 millimeter 
slides and as the ad says, “Witness the 
formation of our solar system, explore 
the planets and their moons and search 
the night sky for distant stars, nebulae 
and galaxies. Audiences will be amazed 

by the stunning imagery and up close 
views of the planets!” Apparently it 
was produced before Neil deGrasse 
Tyson spoiled everything for Pluto, 
but although Kate does mention Pluto 
she doesn’t say anything about its new 
status as a non-planet. I’m rooting for 
Tyson to discover a new, actual planet 
and name it Donald Duck.

Although I made a video for K-TV 
on the opening of the planetarium I 
had never really sat down and enjoyed 
the show since it opened. So I recently 
persuaded Heidi to give me a private 
showing and I was delighted by what I 
saw. I watched “The Planets” and then 
saw “The Ultimate Wave – Tahiti.” 
It’s not officially an IMAX movie but 
between you and me – it’s an IMAX 
movie. It was shot as an IMAX movie 
but the Kenner MegaDome does not 
technically have an IMAX projector 
(something to do with the number of 
sprocket holes). But trust me, it’s an 
IMAX movie. The film fills half of 
the 50-foot MegaDome and takes you 
kicking and screaming into the Pacific 
Ocean. The promotional literature 
reads, “Featuring ten-time world surfing 
champion Kelly Slater, ‘The Ultimate 
Wave’ follows a quest to find the perfect 
wave-riding experience. Filmed in 
Tahiti and among the islands of French 
Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic 
giant screen surfing action in a unique 
Pacific paradise.”

Kelly Slater is no piker when it 
comes to riding the “tube” (that’s a 
huge, curling wave to you novices). The 
cameras take you up, over and under the 
water, and frankly, it scares the heck out 
of you. Well, at least me. It reminded 
me of my experience with the late, 

Thank God for the stars and the Kenner Planetarium
bY ED CLANCY

lamented Cinerama back in the sixties. 
“Grand Prix” had me holding onto my 
seat and holding down my stomach as 
James Garner and the gang tore around 
the racetracks of Europe with me behind 
the camera. Same thing with “The 
Ultimate Wave” except you can’t drown 
on a Grand Prix track. The other kick is 
that you see a lot of colorful coral and 
volcanoes, and fish. Big fish, little fish, 
huge stingrays and other really neat life 
to be found, as Sebastian the crab says, 
“under de sea.” The movie will show for 
about another year on the 50-foot dome.

Among the star shows the solar 
system programs are more popular 
with adults but the kids love the laser 
shows which use different equipment. 
The most popular is Pink Floyd’s “The 
Wall.” Laser shows are basically beams 
of laser light flashing across the night 
sky in unbelievable combinations to the 
beat of rock music. Heidi likens them to 
“indoor fireworks.”

The laser shows change about once 
a month. This summer saw “Laser 
Spirit” around the Fourth of July, “Fright 
Light” for Halloween and there will be 
a winter holiday show with Santa and 
Rudolph in laser animation.

As director of the planetarium, 
Heidi gets to run the equipment for each 
of the shows, and she does a ten minute 
tour of the nighttime sky, with questions 
and answers, at the end of the solar 
system presentations. “I like to interact 
with the kids,” she says.

The planetarium is open to the 
general public Saturdays only from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. but schools and 
any group of ten or more people can 
make reservations for daytime showings 
on Tuesday through Friday. And Heidi 
says she can even arrange for nighttime 
shows. For show times and reservations 
for your group contact Heidi Ransom 
via email at hransom@kenner.la.us or 
by phone at 468-7231.

As I mentioned lots of things are 
changing in Rivertown and the future is 
a bit uncertain for many of the venues, 
but one thing is for sure – the Kenner 
Planetarium will be a big part of that 
future. Who knows, maybe someday 
Kate Mulgrew will be telling us all 
about Donald Duck. Bugs Bunny? 

Ed Clancy can be reached via 
email at edclancy2@aol.com or at his 
blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Community

Jefferson Parish will open the 2011 
holiday season at “Holiday in the Park” on 
Friday, December 2, 2011, at Lafreniere 
Park in Metairie.

The lighting ceremony will begin at 
5:30 p.m. in the Southmall parking lot. The 
New Orleans Concert Band will perform 
a holiday concert on stage beginning at 
6:00 p.m.

More than a dozen new lighted 
displays have been added this year to the 
decorations which will complement more 
than 100 lighted displays donated by the 
Al Copeland family. The majority of the 
lighted figures are constructed with LED 
lights to make Holiday in the Park more 
environmentally friendly and energy and 
cost-efficient.

In addition to many of the crowd 
favorites, such as the Lombardi Trophy 
standing tall between two New Orleans 
Saints players, some of the new original 
creations include a waddling Penguin 
making a real splash, a Cajun Holiday with 
Santa and Gator ‘Claus’ complete with a 
pirogue pulled by alligators, a boiling pot 
with crawfish and crabs, Snowman Island 
featuring six new snowmen and Teddy 
Bear Factory highlighting animated teddy 
bears rolling on an assembly line.

Holiday in the Park will be open 
Sunday through Thursday from 5:30 p.m. 
to 9:45 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 

5:30 p.m. to 11:45 p.m. through January 1, 
2012.

The entrance fee is $3 per vehicle 
and the fees collected are put back into 
Lafreniere Park for future Holiday in the 
Park light displays, improvements and 
maintenance.

Upon entering the park, traffic will 
flow counter-clockwise around the park. 
Visitors may drive through the display 
along Downs Boulevard or park and walk 
through the display at the Pavilion and 
Mall Islands.

The Downs Boulevard Park entrance 
will be closed at 5:00 p.m. Vehicles can 
only enter the park from West Napoleon 
Avenue and will exit on Veterans 
Boulevard or West Napoleon Avenue.

The Carousel will be open Mondays 
and Tuesdays during Holiday in the Park.

In addition, “Snow Day” for the kids 
will return on Saturday, December 17, 
2011. The snow will fall at 9:30 a.m. in 
the area near the carousel between shelters 
7 and 8. Children 12 and younger are 
invited to play in the snow and enjoy the 
holiday activities.

There is free admission for Holiday 
in the Park visitors on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day.

Lafreniere Park is located at 3000 
Downs Boulevard in Metairie. 

Lafreniere holiday lights start December 2
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In honor of Veterans Day, Livability.com has 
selected the 10 best places for military veterans to 
live –whether they are looking to retire or start a 
second career. The city of Kenner was chosen as 
number eight, out of 500 cities across the United 
States, on the list of the 10 best cities for military 
veterans and their families to live.

Cities were chosen based on quality-of-life 
attributes that appeal to veterans such as moderate 
climate, low cost of living and unemployment 
rate, as well as availability of outdoor recreational 
opportunities and cultural amenities. Additional 
consideration was given to cities with proximity 
to military installations and VA hospitals.

“We know it’s important for veterans and their 
families to have access to quality medical care and 

social services,” says John Hood, Livability.com 
spokesman, “so we chose cities with excellent 
health-care systems and VA hospitals. The cities 
on this list also tend to be more diverse, have 
excellent school systems and higher education 
options and greater opportunities for post-military 
employment.”

Hood says Livability.com editors also looked 
at cities close to military bases, which give 
veterans access to other resources such as free 
legal advice and counseling, discounted food and 
household goods at the base commissary, and 
equipment rentals.

“One thing all cities have in common is 
their inclusive nature and a proven history of 
community support for military families,” Hood 

Kenner named one of 10 best cities for military veterans
Government

On November 15, 2011, Dr Pepper Snapple 
Group and national non-profit KaBOOM! 
announced the city of  Kenner has been awarded a 
$20,000 Let’s Play playground construction grant 
for a new playground at Greenlawn Playground. 
Kenner received the grant because it was selected 
as a 2011 Playful City USA community by 
KaBOOM! on September 6, 2011, and will use the 
grant to build a new playground with community 
involvement.

The grants are part of the first Let’s Play 
initiative introduced in November of last year – 
a $15 million, three-year commitment from Dr 
Pepper Snapple Group to KaBOOM!, the national 
non-profit saving play by ensuring there is a great 
place to play within walking distance of every 
child. Together through Let’s Play, Dr Pepper 
Snapple Group and KaBOOM! will build or fix up 
2,000 playgrounds by the end of 2013, benefiting 
an estimated five million children across North 
America.

“This will be a great opportunity for the city 
to improve the facilities at Greenlawn Playground 
and to make sure that the quality of life for our 
citizens will improve. We are so proud that we 
are a recipient of this grant and we will make 

sure that these funds are put to the best use for 
this play area,” said Kenner Parks and Recreation 
Director Ken Marroccoli.

Kenner applied for 2011 Playful City USA 
recognition and also submitted a Let’s Play 
grant application to Dr Pepper Snapple Group 
and KaBOOM!. Kenner was selected as one of 
20 Playful City USA communities to receive 
a Let’s Play playground construction grant 
among the 151 communities that earned Playful 
City USA status in 2011. Playful City USA is a 
national program advocating for local policies 
that increase play opportunities for children. 
KaBOOM! created Playful City USA in 2007 to 
help local governments address the play deficit by 
ensuring their children have the time and space 
they need to play.

The grant will be used to replace old play 
equipment at Greenlawn Playground, which 
is used by children in the Kenner’s Athletics 
Division for football, baseball and softball. 
Basketball, volleyball and cheerleading are held 
at the Greenlawn Gym down the street from the 
playground. “The few pieces of play equipment 
that exist now next to the ball fields are in bad 
condition and need to be upgraded and Kenner 

Kenner awarded $20,000 Let’s Play grant from Dr. Pepper Snapple Group

Approximately one month after the 
official ribbon cutting for the city’s paperless 
court system, on November 2, 2011, Kenner 
announced the system’s capability to process 
online credit and debit card ticket payments. 
The interface for online ticket payments that 
was built into the new paperless court system 
is complete and went live during the last week 
of October 2011.

The capability for those with tickets 
authorized for payment without a court 
appearance not only provides an element of 
convenience for the payees, but increases the 
likelihood that the city of Kenner will receive 
more of the outstanding receivables that provide 

funding for many sections of its government, 
including administrative departments and the 
Kenner Police Department.

This past August the Louisiana Municipal 
Association recognized the city of Kenner 
with its 2011 Community Achievement Award, 
its most prestigious award, for outstanding 
municipal improvements and accomplishments.

For access to online ticket payments visit 
www.kenner.la.us and click the “Pay Tickets 
Online” option on the homepage. Also, users 
may go directly to https://tickets.kenner.la.us/.

For more information contact Meg Vincent, 
director of the city’s clerk of court’s office, at 
468-7277. 

Kenner’s new paperless court system can handle 
online ticket payments

hopes to do just that. The new and improved equipment 
will give the neighborhood a better look, it will encourage 
more children and families to play at Greenlawn and 
it will bring the community together, even before it is 
complete,” said Marroccoli.

The city plans on using KaBOOM!’s community-
build model to construct the playground, wherein a 
community gathers as many volunteers as possible in 
one day to build the playground as a group. Anyone 
interested in helping out in anyway should call Kenner 
Parks and Recreation at 468-7211. 

says.
Kenner is such a city. A suburb of New Orleans, 

Livability.com reports Kenner offers a more family-
friendly version of the Big Easy. Kenner residents enjoy 
top-quality recreational facilities that host youth and 
adult leagues, as well as numerous cultural amenities. 
The nearby New Orleans Naval Air Station gives veterans 
access to commissary and exchange and there is no tax 
on federal pensions here. The city’s economy is tied to 
New Orleans, which is home to one of the largest and 
busiest ports in the world. NASA’s Michoud Assembly 
Facility is located in New Orleans, and government 
officials say it will be used in the next phase of space 
exploration – a development that could bring a projected 
2,000 jobs to the region. 
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Christmas
As you rush around with the 

business of the season,
Please remember it’s all about Jesus
his birth, his love, his free gift of 

forgiveness, salvation and eternal life.
May you always remember, 
christ is the reason for christmasMerry Christmas

om

Health 

R e c e n t l y , 
the Christopher 
Guillot Memorial 
Skin Cancer 
S c r e e n i n g 
Program partnered 

with East Jefferson General Hospital 
to begin screening local high school 
athletes. The program kicked off at John 
Curtis Christian School as the members 
of the football team received free skin 
cancer screens. Dr. I. Ricardo Martinez, 
EJGH Dermatologist and credentialed 
physician with the MD Anderson 
Physicians Network, teamed with the 
EJGH Oncology Department to perform 
the screenings.

The program is named for 
Christopher Guillot, who was a senior 
in high school at John Curtis and 
was a member of their football team, 
winning three Louisiana State Football 
Championships. During his senior 
year at the age of 17, Christopher was 
diagnosed with metastatic melonoma. 
After receiving aggressive medical 
treatment, Christopher passed away 
the following March 2010. His parents, 

Mike Guillot and Lorraine Guillot, 
started the Christopher Guillot Memorial 
Foundation to provide education, 
knowledge, support and to continue 
research in cancer so that a cure can be 
found for this deadly disease.

“I think Chris would be thrilled 
to see that his legacy lives on,” says 

Lorraine. “He was kind, giving and 
quiet like his dad. He was so ready 
to go on with his future until he was 
diagnosed. He fought the disease and 
never complained. I know he would 
want others to know the importance of 
screening and awareness so that their 
disease could be caught early.”

Beginning the program at John 
Curtis was an important first step. The 
goal of the program is to expand by 
offering skin cancer screening to other 
area high schools. If detected early, skin 
cancer can be successfully treated and 
cured.

“We were so glad to participate, 
especially after losing Chris last year,” 
says J.T. Curtis, head football coach. 
“High school kids don’t think they are 
vulnerable to disease. Programs like 
this can go a long way towards solving 
that problem. They need this type 
of education. We are glad to do this 
program and hope it is the launching 
pad for other schools in the area.”

Dr. Martinez stressed the importance 
of screenings to the athletes and gave 
skin cancer educational material from 

the American Academy of Dermatology 
as well as sunscreen to highlight its 
importance in prevention. He has also 
been a proponent of making screenings 
available to the community and sees a 
tremendous need to educate youth in 
particular to the dangers of being in the 
sun.

“In just a couple hours we were 
able to screen over 100 kids,” says Dr. 
Martinez. “We can certainly push this 
program out to other schools, and we 
accomplished so much in a short time. 
Screenings like we just performed 
absolutely saves lives.” 

Keith M. Darcey is a 
communications specialist with East 
Jefferson General Hospital located at 
4200 Houma Boulevard in Metairie. 
Darcey can be reached at 889-7110 or 
at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson 
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first 
Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly 
owned, not-for-profit community 
hospital, providing care to the residents 
of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish 
and surrounding communities. EJGH’s 
website is www.ejgh.org.

EJGH Partners with Christopher Guillot Memorial Skin Cancer Screening Program
bY KEITH M. DARCEY

Christopher Guillot

Ankle sprains 
are among the 
most common 
injuries treated 
by orthopedic 

surgeons. High 
ankle sprains represent approximately 
one percent of ankle sprains. High 
ankle sprains involve injury to the 
ankle syndesmosis which is a group 
of ligaments that stabilize the tibia 
and fibula just above the ankle joint. 
Recognition of a high ankle sprain 

or syndesmosis injury is important 
because treatment may differ from 
that of a typical ankle sprain. 
Syndesmosis injury may occur with 
or without an associated fracture.

Diagnosis of a high ankle sprain 
is made with a careful history, 
physical examination and imaging 
studies. Patients may report a high 
energy mechanism of injury such 
as a sports related event. Patients 
typically report a twisting injury 
to the ankle involving an external 

rotation force. Pain with weight-
bearing may be noted. A physical 
examination usually shows diffuse 
swelling. Tenderness to palpation is 
present over the front of the ankle 
at the anterior syndesmosis. Plain 
radiographs (X-rays) are normal in 
many cases of high ankle sprain. In 
more severe high ankle sprains and 
in injuries associated with fractures, 
radiographs will often show 
separation or diastasis of the tibia and 
fibula above the ankle. On occasion 
additional diagnostic studies such as 
stress radiographs or MRI scans are 
helpful in the diagnosis of a high 
ankle sprain.

Treatment of high ankle 
sprains depends on the severity of 
injury, specifically the presence of 
separation or diastasis of the tibia 
and fibula, and the presence of ankle 
instability. In injuries where there is 
no separation of the tibia and fibula 
and no ankle instability nonsurgical 
treatment is appropriate. Rest, ice, 
compression and elevation are 
recommended. A non-weight-bearing 
cast is used for two to three weeks, 
followed by use of a fracture boot 
and progressive weight-bearing. The 

recovery time for high ankle sprains 
is usually longer than that for severe 
lateral ankle sprains, on average 
55 days compared to 28 days. If 
separation of the tibia and fibula is 
present on radiographs, then surgical 
stabilization with syndesmosis 
screws is usually necessary. If initial 
radiographs are negative but clinical 
suspicion for syndesmosis injury 
exists, then stress radiographs may be 
helpful to illustrate separation of the 
tibia and fibula. To properly diagnose 
and treat a high ankle sprain an 
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon 
is advised. 

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board 
certified orthopedic surgeon with over 
10 years experience. The Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine is a 
multi-specialty center dedicated to 
complete musculoskeletal care with 
focused expertise in shoulder and 
knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional 
information call 467-5900 or visit 
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

High ankle sprain: An uncommon orthopedic injury
bY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
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Automotive
How often should I change my antifreeze?
bY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

V e h i c l e 
manufac tu re r s 
g e n e r a l l y 
r e c o m m e n d 
“ordinary” coolant 
changes every two 

to three years or 30,000 miles. Others say 
it’s not a bad idea to change the coolant 
every year for maximum corrosion 
protection – especially in vehicles 
that have aluminum heads, blocks or 
radiators. But such recommendations 
could become obsolete. Several 
antifreeze suppliers have introduced 
“long life” antifreeze formulations that 
claim to provide protection for four 
years or 50,000 miles.

General Motors introduced a new, 
five-year 100,000 mile antifreeze in 
its 1996 cars and light trucks. The new 
coolant is called “Dex-Cool” and is dyed 
orange to distinguish it from ordinary 
antifreeze, which is green. It has been 
used in 40 million GM cars since 1996.

It should be noted that these new 
long life coolants provide extended 

life only when used in a clean system 
mixed with water. If mixed with 
ordinary antifreeze and/or old coolant 
in a system, the corrosion protection 
is reduced to that of normal antifreeze 
which is two to three years and 30,000 
miles.

The life of the antifreeze depends 
on its ability to inhibit corrosion. 
Silicates, phosphates and/or borates 
are used as corrosion inhibitors to 
keep the solution alkaline. As long as 
the antifreeze remains so, corrosion is 
held in check and there’s no need to 
change the coolant. But as the corrosion 
inhibiting chemicals are used up over 
time, electrolytic corrosion starts to 
eat away at the metal inside the engine 
and radiator. Aluminum is especially 
vulnerable to corrosion and can turn 
to Swiss cheese rather quickly when 
conditions are right. Solder bloom can 
also form in copper\brass radiators 
causing leaks and restrictions. So 
changing the coolant periodically as 
preventative maintenance is a good way 

to prevent costly repairs.
The basic idea is to change the 

coolant before the corrosion inhibitors 
reach dangerously low levels. Following 
the OEM change recommendations is 
usually good enough to keep corrosion 
in check, but it may not always be the 
case. That’s why more frequent changes 
may be recommended to minimize the 
risk of corrosion in bimetal engines and 
aluminum radiators.

One way to find out if it’s time to 
change the antifreeze is to test it. Several 
suppliers make special antifreeze test 
strips that react to the pH (alkalinity) 
of the coolant and change color. If 
the test strip indicates a marginal or 
bad condition, the coolant should be 
changed.

Reverse flushing is the best way 
to change the coolant because draining 
alone can leave as much as 30 to 50 
percent of the old coolant in the engine 
block. Reverse flushing also helps 
dislodge deposits and scale which can 
interfere with good heat transfer.

The concentration of antifreeze in 
the coolant also needs to be checked 
prior to the onset of cold weather. A 
50/50 mixture of antifreeze and water is 
recommended and will protect against 
freezing down to -34 degrees F and boil 
over protection to 263 degrees F.

For maximum protection, up to a 
70 percent mixture of antifreeze can 
be used for freezing protection to -84 
degrees F. Do not use more than 70 
percent antifreeze and never run straight 
water in the cooling system because it 
offers no corrosion, freezing or boil 
over protection. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a 
family-owned and operated full-service 
tire and automotive shop, located at 
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s 
website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Kenner Police 
Department

Kenner’s Most 
Wanted
www.kennerpd.com

Anyone with information concerning the whereabouts of Kenner’s Most 
Wanted individuals are encouraged to call the Kenner Police Department at 

712-2222 or Crimestoppers at 822-1111 or toll free at 1-877-903-7867.

You can also post a tip with Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppersgno.org.

You do not have to give your name and you may be eligible for a cash reward 
if your tip leads to an arrest. 
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Thursday, December 1 and 15, 2011

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Banking 

M o r e 
Christmas spirit, 
less money spent.

Wouldn’t it 
be nice to have a 
great Christmas 

without the January financial hangover 
of big credit card bills?

You can do it with a little planning. 
The place to start is with your gift list. 
Who do you really need to buy presents 
for? Are you sure? I come from a big 
family and we used to buy presents for 
all of my brothers and sisters. It became 
a problem just because of the numbers, 
so one year we talked about taking 
turns, now each year we buy for only 
one family. This reduced the number 
of gifts and made it more fun since we 
could really focus on just that family 
and we in turn only received gifts from 
one of my siblings.

Stress and costs both went down 
and it made our family gatherings 

more interesting since we didn’t know 
what anyone else was going to receive. 
Everyone was relieved and it reduced 
the stress for all of us. This plan can also 
work for groups of any kind whether 
they are at work or in the neighborhood.

The next step is to set a Christmas 
budget. We actually use a Christmas 
Club Savings Account, whatever we 
have saved is what we spend. It works 
well because it forces us to make 
choices and the big benefit is that there 
are no bills in January. Everything is 
paid in cash. While we are talking about 
spending, buy locally. If you can buy 
Louisiana products from a local store 
you will end up with more interesting 
gifts and you will help keep our local 
economy going.

Another way to reduce stress and 
reduce costs is to finish early. My 
objective is to finish all shopping by the 
end of the first week of December. From 
that date on I don’t go to the mall and I 

don’t do any other shopping. This helps 
because I really don’t like the canned 
Christmas music they play in the stores 
and I’m not really fond of crowded 
stores and parking lots.

Also, beware of what I call the 
no-buy zone. This is the area within 
10 feet of the checkout counter of any 
store during November and December. 
Anything on display in this area is 
likely to be unnecessary and overpriced. 
Just say no. Don’t impulse shop in the 
checkout line. Can you recall anything 
that you bought in that zone that you 
really cherish?

Now, to the fun part. With no last 
minute shopping and with a little extra 
time on your hands, you are free to do 
the things that matter. Invite your family 
and friends over for a meal. Simple is 
good. Gumbo, French bread and a salad 
makes a great December meal. Take a 
walk, plan to attend a Christmas Eve 
church service, join the caroling in 

Jackson Square or go see the bonfires 
upriver. These activities are free and 
when you include family and friends 
they can really be a fun way to enjoy 
the season.

By planning your activities and 
spending you can be sure that you fit 
in the people and events that mean the 
most to you. This will result in less 
stress and a better holiday season. When 
you think about the holiday from a 
Christian perspective, it makes no sense 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth with a credit 
card. It is far better to spend money 
modestly and time generously.

Merry Christmas.
Guy Williams is president and chief 

executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust Company. Their Kenner branch 
office is located at 3410 Williams 
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch 
manager, can be contacted at 565-
3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Christmas
bY GUY WILLIAMS

As our young 
children grow 
and become 
more active in 
both playtime 
and recreational 

activities, so does the occurrence of 
pain in their knees. We have all heard 
of “growing pain” in which a young 
child will usually complain of pain 
within a few hours of falling asleep. 
There are many different thoughts on 
the cause of growing pain, but the most 
common belief is that as the young 
child goes through a growth spurt and is 
active throughout the day with running 
and jumping activities, the knee joint 
becomes sore and the muscular support 

around the knee becomes fatigued. 
Growing pain is usually seen in children 
between the ages of three and five or 
eight and 12 years old. The pain will 
usually subside after 10 to 15 minutes 
and massaging the aching area will also 
help relieve the pain and allow your 
child to return to sleep. A child that has 
pain that is persistent upon awakening 
in the morning should be seen by their 
physician.

Other types of growing pain 
include Osgood-Schlatter disease and 
Sever’s disease. Osgood-Schlatter 
disease typically occurs in an active 
child in their early teens and is the 
result of rapid growth and pulling of 
the tendons around the growth plate of 

the knee in adolescents and causes an 
inflammation around this site where the 
large quadricep tendons insert below the 
knee. Sever’s disease is a condition that 
affects growing adolescents, usually 
between the ages of nine to 14 years old. 
Sever’s disease occurs just before the 
closing of the heel bone growth plate. At 
this time in the child’s development, the 
Achilles tendon is pulling on the heel 
bone with a significant amount of force. 
This causes increasing tension on the 
heel bone and the result is inflammation 
where the Achilles tendon attaches to 
the heel.

These types of growing pains are 
almost always seen in active youths, 
often while participating in sports. 

Growing pains are best treated with rest, 
stretching and ice packs. If activities are 
causing significant growing pains, they 
should be avoided until the symptoms 
resolve. 

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, 
is president of Kenner Orthopedic 
and Sports Therapy, located at 3921 
Williams Boulevard and two other 
locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from 
LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health, Department of Physical 
Therapy in 1987. The professionals 
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at 
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Growing pains in the adolescent knee
bY CRAIG GOODWIN

Health

That’s the number of households that receive the Kenner Star 
newspaper FREE in the mail each month.
 

Want to reach those people?

Call uS to advERtiSE!
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KENNER
819 West Esplanade Ave., Suite B
At the corner of Chateau Blvd. with Walgreens 
(504) 496-9000

Peace on earth.
‘Tis the season for 
 Massage Envy Spa gift cards.

MassageEnvy.com
Franchises Available · Convenient Hours 
Open 7 Days: Mon-Fri 8-10, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-6 
Rates and services may vary by location. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

Good for massages, facials and peace 
of mind. Ready to gift in any denomination 
at your local Massage Envy Spa.
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Kenner
819 West esplanade Ave., Suite B

At the corner of Chateau Blvd. with Walgreens | (504) 496-9000

Franchises Available | MassageEnvy.com 
Convenient Hours Open 7 days: M-F 8am-10pm, Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

*Session includes massage or facial and time for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change. Rates and services may vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. ©2009 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

THree HeAlTHy WAyS TO enHAnCe yOur WellneSS plAn

$39 $49 $78Introductory 
1-hour customized 
massage session*

Introductory 
1-hour Murad Healthy 

Skin facial session*

Introductory 
1½-hour Hot Stone 
therapy session*
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WE BUY GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM

Get the cash you need fast!
Buy, sell, pawn

ANyThINg oF vAluE!
Auto, RV, ATV

DISCOUNTED RATE FOR LOANS OVER $500
Loan must be satisfied within first month.

Regular rate applies retroactivity if debt not satisfied within first month.

you WoN’T hErE uS oN ThE rADIo, 
you WoN’T SEE uS oN Tv! 

ThAT’S Why WE cAN AFForD To PAy you morE For your golD AND SIlvEr

3405 Williams Blvd., Unit 3
(near corner Williams & W. Esplanade)

305-1616
Private appointments upon request.

GEMSTONE AND DIAMOND RINGS

CLASS AND MILITARY RINGS

WEDDING AND ENGAGEMENT

LOANS

W. Esplanade Ave.

W
illi

am
s B

lvd
.

 

  

10

Licensed through the
LOUISIANA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

WANTED ROLEX AND
OTHER FINE WATCHES

“The Friendliest Pawn Shop In Town”



14 December 2011 - KENNER STR

©2011 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, 
healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.

Most insurance plans accepted.

Ochsner Quality,
Kenner cOnvenience 
with 370+ physicians 
yOu KnOw & trust

24-Hour ER

Hospital:
Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner 
180 W. Esplanade Ave.

504-468-8600 

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner 
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 210  

504-464-8588 

Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood  
2120 Driftwood Blvd. (at Williams Blvd.)

504-443-9500

Call one of our health centers to schedule an appointment:
Same-day and Next-day Appointments Available!

Ochsner Women’s Health Center – Kenner 
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 501
504-464-8506 

ochsner.org/kenner

Wishing You a Happy &  healthy  Holiday Season!

O-K-136_KennerStar_Dec_11_9.indd   1 11/9/11   10:28 AM
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4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Christmas Gift from Scotty's

Expires December 31, 2011
Purchase of $400 or more Purchase of $500 or more

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses 

Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

1211_Scottys:Layout 1  11/29/11  2:46 PM  Page 1

Top Dollar GolD BUYErS
ovEr 30 YEarS ExpEriEncE

locallY oWnED
Sell your Jewelry now while gold is still high

Men’s 
14K Class
Ring We
Pay   $515
with this ad
*1750 oz Gold 
Market with
Coupon

Up
To

receive an Extra

for  your gold
silver or  platinum

excludes diamonds, 
coins and watches
With this coupon.
One per Customer.

• GolD JEWElrY   • BrokEn JEWElrY   • DiamonDS   • ESTaTE JEWElrY  • GolD coinS
• SilvEr JEWElrY • rolEx WaTchES  • SilvErWarE  • plaTinUm  • SilvEr coinS

2537 WilliamS BvD. | acroSS from SYlvESTErS WESTErn WEar | 287-4450
6626 JEffErSon hWY. | acroSS from colonial BoWlinG lanES | 575-3467

1660 BaraTaria BlvD. | acroSS from STarBUckS | 941-7854

Community 
Twelfth annual Muhleisen “Service of 
Remembrance” at Pontchartrain Center

The twelfth annual Christmas “Service of Remembrance” will be held at 
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 8, 2011, in the Pontchartrain Center’s Belle 
Grove Plantation ballroom, located at Williams Boulevard at the lake. This is 
a free event sponsored by family and staff of L. A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral 
Homes and Millet-Guidry Funeral Home.

“We know that the holidays are not festive for everyone, especially those 
families who have experienced a recent death. Those in attendance will find 
this to be a very comforting and meaningful program that will provide them 
with a source of strength and inspiration throughout the holiday season,” said 
Edward L. Muhleisen, a fifth generation funeral director.

We will honor, by remembering by name, the deceased loved ones of those 
families present. This program, interlaced with a delightful array of music, 
will serve as a wellspring of comfort, consolation and encouragement,” said 
Muhleisen.

The keynote speaker will be Manya Edler, who will relate the events 
immediately after her son’s death and how she and her family have coped with 
their loss.

At the conclusion, participants will be presented with an “Angel of 
Remembrance” taken from a Christmas tree, in memory of their loved one.

To register the name or names of those you would like to remember or to 
learn more about this holiday program, call L. A. Muhleisen and Son at 466-
8577 or Millet-Guidry at 985-536-7700 by Friday, December 2, 2010.

Muhleisen said, “Please come and enjoy this special program, as well as 
the warmth of people who care.” Reservations to attend are not required.

L. A. Muhleisen and Son and Millet-Guidry are family owned, independent 
funeral homes with locations in Metairie, Kenner and LaPlace and are dedicated 
to providing personal service and offering programs beyond what would be 
expected. 

Gift CertifiCates

available
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When Santa hits the skies for the 
holidays he doesn’t have to worry 

about his transmission breaking down.

But you do!

Before you get on the road for the holidays, get your transmission
serviced, so you and your family won’t be stranded for the holidays!

Most cars serviced for $99

Health

Ochsner approved to implant new heart 
valve without open heart surgery

On November 8, 2011, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the first 
transcatheter aortic heart valve that can be implanted without open heart surgery – and 
Ochsner Medical Center was one of only 22 sites in the United States for this landmark 
clinical trial.

The FDA’s approval of the Edwards SAPIEN heart valve gives patients who are 
considered non-operable for conventional open heart valve surgery new hope for longer 
life and relief from symptoms. Annually, some 300,000 people in the U.S. need a new 
heart valve.

Transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) involves a catheter carrying a tissue 
valve built into a metal frame a half an inch in diameter being threaded up the artery 
from the leg to the aortic valve, where it positions the new valve within the damaged 
one. This procedure is performed in a state-of-the-art cath lab on a “beating heart” 
without the need for a bypass machine, which can pose additional risks.

“The Edwards SAPIEN valve offers a new lease on life for patients with severe 
aortic stenosis through a minimally invasive procedure which can reduce morbidity 
and recovery time,” said Ochsner’s Stephen Ramee, M.D., FACC, medical director of 
the John Ochsner Heart and Vascular Institute Heart Valve Program. “We are seeing 
patients in their 80s and 90s who were bedridden before the procedure participating in 
their daily activities again just a month later. It is extremely gratifying for the doctors 
and for the patients.”

Regionally, this procedure is available only through the John Ochsner Heart and 
Vascular Institute’s Heart Valve Program. “Between Dallas and Miami and up to 
Atlanta, Ochsner is the only hospital that has the ability to perform the transcatheter 
aortic valve replacement,” said Ramee.

Ochsner was chosen for the trial due to its expertise in valve replacement surgery 
and vast experience in interventional procedures. “This is an interdisciplinary study 
in which Ochsner’s cardiovascular medicine, cardiothoracic surgery, anesthesia, 
pulmonology and nephrology departments are working collaboratively, using the best 
techniques from all specialties, to advance the standard of care for our patients,” said 
Ramee.

For more information on Ochsner’s heart valve program call 1-855-842-3724 or 
email heartvalve@ochsner.org. 
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4103 Williams Blvd. in Kenner • www.raymondsjewelry.com • 504-443-2440
A tradition of service... a reputation of trust

Raymond’s invites you to preview our new Eleganza Collection of beautiful hand-crafted 
sterling silver & 18kt gold jewelry with colored gemstones. Most items retail priced $199-$599

raymonds ad  8/24/11  3:52 PM  Page 1

Law

If you 
die before a 
surviving parent 
dies, what 

does your wife get? Many husbands 
assume their wives will be financially 
secure if they die first because they 
were expecting a healthy financial 
inheritance when their surviving parent 
dies. Apparently these husbands did 
not understand their need to have a 
will to protect their wives. What these 
husbands do not realize is that wives are 
not in the direct line to inherit from his 
parents, her in-laws. Inheritance laws 
protect the bloodline including adopted 
children, not those married to the blood 
line.

Here is an example. We have 
grandmother and grandfather who have 
two sons, Son 1 and Son 2. Each son is 
married and has two children. No one 
in the family has a will so the Louisiana 
laws of intestacy – dying without a 
will – determine how inheritances are 
distributed. Grandfather dies first and 
grandmother gets a lifetime usufruct 
of his estate. Son 1 and Son 2 are the 
actual owners of their father’s estate, 

one-half of their parent’s community 
property, but as long as grandmother 
lives and does not remarry, she has the 
right of use of her deceased husband’s 
estate and all its assets. Grandmother 
retains ownership of her one-half of 
their community property.

Son 1 with wife and children dies 
next, before his surviving mother, the 
grandmother. The grandmother still 
maintains usufruct of her husband’s 
estate and still owns her one-half of the 
community property. If the grandmother 
dies next, does the widow of Son 1 inherit 
her husband’s portion of grandfather’s 
estate? Many people wrongly believe 
that she will, but the truth is she will 
not. The wife is not in her deceased 
husband’s blood line. However, her two 
children will inherit their grandfather’s 
estate when the grandmother dies and if 
the grandmother has not written a will, 
they will also inherit their share of her 
estate. They will stand in the place of 
their deceased father and inherit his 
one-half portion of their grandparent’s 
estates in equal shares. Son 2, or his 
surviving children, will inherit the other 

Do you think your wife is taken 
care of if you die? Think again!
bY JAMES L. MELCHERS

continued on page 28
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Wouldn’t it be nice to have more cash 
in the bank for holiday shopping?      

give yourself a gift with Gulf Coast Bank’s 

Plan ahead for next year’s holiday shopping season by opening a  
Gulf Coast Bank Christmas Club Account today! Automatically 
transfer funds to your Christmas Club Account each  
month. In November, we’ll deposit the full  
amount into your Checking Account, just  
in time for holiday shopping!

A minimum deposit of $25.00 is required to open the account. There is no monthly service charge, however, a $10.00 closing fee will be 
collected if the account is closed within 6 months of opening. An automatic pre-authorized transfer from your Gulf Coast Bank checking or 
savings account is required in order to transfer the funds to your Christmas Club Account. See a banker for more information regarding the 
terms, restrictions and rates that may apply.  

Visit us at: 

3410 Williams Blvd 
Kenner, LA 70065

11-39-213_KennerStar.indd   1 11/9/11   4:19 PM

Fireplace safety
bY DAN DORMADY

Home

W i n t e r 
brings colder 
weather, the 
holiday season 
and along with 

that, the use of home fireplaces. Many 
fireplaces are lit for warmth, but in 
our area fireplaces are used mostly 
for the added ambience. Nationwide, 
fireplace use causes more than 14,000 
home fires and 6,000 injuries annually. 
An accidental home fire started from a 
fireplace can be caused in numerous 
ways. Among the causes could 
be an overloaded fire, a damaged 
fireplace, an obstructed flue, nearby 
combustibles or flying sparks.

There are fireplace safety rules 
you can follow to keep your home and 
family safe. For starters, the damper 
should always be in the open position 
prior to lighting a fire. After the fire is 
out you should wait for the ashes to 
cool before closing the flue in order 
to prevent the build-up of poisonous 
gases. To reduce the risk of fires and 
carbon monoxide poisonings because 
of creosote buildup, chimneys should 
be inspected annually and cleaned 

when necessary. Make sure the 
fireplace has adequate protective 
linings and smoke ducts. Installing a 
chimney cap outside will keep debris 
and animals out of the chimney. It 
is also a good idea to install a home 
carbon monoxide detector.

Chimneys made of masonry will 
degrade after 35 to 40 years, so the 
mortar will then need to be re-pointed. 
Some homes have pre-fabricated 
metal fireplaces and chimneys. With 
moderate use these components will 
have an expected useful life of 20 to 
25 years. Remember, if there is even 
a small opening in either a metal 
fireplace or a masonry fireplace, it can 
allow heat and flames to go behind the 
fireplace to the wood framing which 
causes a very dangerous situation.

When picking firewood, choose 
wood that has been dried for a minimum 
of six months. Place firewood at the 
rear of the fireplace grate and use a 
firelighter to start the fire. Never use 
gasoline, charcoal lighter or other 
fuel to light or relight a fire because 
vapors can travel the length of a room 
and cause an explosion. Never store 

flammable fuels near a fireplace. Do 
not light coal or charcoal in a fireplace 
because carbon monoxide can build-
up and cause a very dangerous 
situation. Never burn trash or gift wrap 
in the fireplace because polystyrene 
foam and other coated materials can 
generate deadly fumes. Paper embers 
flying out of the chimney could 
possibly ignite the roof outside.

Read instructions and follow them 
carefully when using artificial fire logs. 
Poking those logs can cause a flare-up 
and the flaming wax could stick to 
the poker possibly igniting the floor 
or carpet. Never add an artificial log 
to a natural wood fire that is already 
burning.

Do not overload the fireplace. 
Large fires can lead to overheating of 
wall or roof materials, particularly if 
the fireplace is constructed of metal. 
Always use a screen around the 
fireplace to keep sparks from flying 
out into the room causing accidental 
ignition of fabric, such as clothes or 
furniture. Keep flammable materials 
such as rugs, pillows, furniture or 
papers away from the fireplace area.

Children should be warned about 
the danger of fire and fireplaces.

Make sure any fire is completely 
extinguished before going to bed for 
the night or before leaving the house.

At holiday time, make sure the 
Christmas tree, real or artificial, is 
not close enough to be ignited by a 
spark from the fireplace. Be especially 
careful of accidentally igniting holiday 
wrapping paper.

With a little diligence and care, 
fireplaces can be safely enjoyed. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed 
professional engineer and licensed 
home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, 
a locally owned consulting 
engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building 
inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, 
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. 
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ 
website is www.criterium-dormady.
com.
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EARN ENTRIES DEC. 1ST23RD.
 250 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY.
CHECK IN AT ANY KIOSK 3 HOURS BEFORE
THE START OF THE FIRST DRAWING OF THE DAY.
 MUST CHECK IN EACH DAY.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CASINO!

Saturday, December 10th

Slot Dollars!

Slot Dollars!Top Prize of

24 B Connected Members will be selected
between 6pm - 11pm to play our

Mistletoe Money Game & win their share of

EARN ENTRIES FROM 8AM-10:45PM ON DEC. 10TH ONLY. 100 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY
Check in at any Kiosk starting at 3pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details.

Friday 2nd, 9th & 30th

CASH!

Fridays in December
3 Lucky B Connected

Members will compete at
7pm, 9pm & 11pm

in our Reindeer Games
to win a share of

250 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY. EARN ENTRIES DEC. 1ST-30TH. 
SEE B CONNECTED FOR DETAILS.
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WRAP UP
YOUR HOLIDAY

SHOPPING*

let us help you at 
our special event

*Get gift set boxes covered in 
handmade paper from Nepal!

OPEN HOUSE
December 9 & 10, 2011

Health

O c h s n e r 
Medical Center-
Kenner is proud 
that so many 
Kenner residents 

have recognized the growth and changes 
that have been made over the past few 
years in order to bring quality, convenient 
medical care to the city of Kenner. 
Whether you are looking for a primary 
care physician, long-term, specialty, 
surgical or emergent care, OMC-Kenner 
is there to meet your needs.

“We think that Kenner residents will 
be impressed by our excellent medical 
facilities and the high-quality patient care 
we are offer with great pride,” says Dr. 
Dawn Puente, vice president of medical 
affairs, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. 
“Our nursing staff is second to none in 
the region and there are very few services 
that cannot be found on the OMC-Kenner 
campus.”

Over the past few months, OMC-
Kenner has increased the number of 
quality physicians by adding nine 
prominent physicians in specialties 
including cardiology, general surgery, 
primary care, OB/GYN and hospital 
based pediatrics. Additionally, OMC-
Kenner has hired a nurse practitioner 

with a geriatric background who will 
be working with our board certified 
geriatrician at the Driftwood clinic. 
Elderly patients are offered easy front 
door access and extended time to spend 
with their physician. “We hope that 
by giving the physician more time to 
properly care for their more complicated 
cases, these patients will have a more 
positive experience,” says Dr. Puente.

OMC-Kenner is also very proud 
to have four doctors – Drs. Carlos 
Ramirez and Rafale Cortes in primary 
care, Dr. Eric Heinberg in surgery and 
Dr. Shonelle Thomas in OB/GYN – as 
well as many other staff members who 
are fluent in Spanish. In order to further 
simplify language barriers sometimes 
faced by Hispanics, OMC-Kenner has 
implemented a Hispanic-friendly phone 
line which patients can reach by calling 
842-7520.

As OMC-Kenner continues to grow 
and improve facilities, the fifth floor 
medical surgical unit recently completed 
undergoing extensive renovation. 
Amenities include 30 new all private 
patient rooms with new furniture, 32-
inch flat screen televisions and state of 
the art bathrooms. In addition, there is 
now a nicely furnished family waiting 

Ochsner quality, Kenner convenience
BY PAOLO ZAMBITON

room, newly renovated elevator lobbies, 
a newly designed nurse station which 
allows easy access to patient rooms, a 
physician conference room and wireless 
Internet.

In another effort to provide patients 
with the best quality care possible, in 
March 2012, OMC-Kenner will be 
implementing a state-of-the-art eICU 
Program to enhance critical care – a 
program that has been proven to reduce 
complications, shorten hospital length 

of stay and save lives. All 16 beds in 
OMC-Kenner’s ICU will be fitted with 
advanced software and continuous 
remote monitoring technology which 
allows an intensivist from Ochsner or 
LSU and a team of critical care nurses 
to monitor patients in real time 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week from a remote 
location. “We are so happy to be able 
to offer increased peace of mind to 
Ochsner patients and families through 

Ochsner quality, Kenner convenience
bY PAOLO ZAMbITO

continued on page 30



20 December 2011 - KENNER STR

Preparing for emergencies
bY IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

Airport

Preparation 
for emergencies 
is essential at 
Louis Armstrong 

New Orleans International Airport. 
It is important for the safety of our 
passengers and our staff. Our airport, 
like other airports in the nation, 
routinely conducts training exercises 
simulating different scenarios that may 
one day pose a threat to the airport. 
These scenarios can range from natural 
disasters to man-made threats. These 
emergency exercises are mandatory 
to remain in compliance with Federal 
Aviation Administration training 
requirements for airports. In addition 
to compliance, it is crucial for airport 
personnel and supporting emergency 
responders to test their readiness 
through an exercise on a regular basis 
to ensure they are fully prepared in the 
event of an incident. Regardless if an 
airport is developing a plan, testing an 
existing one or updating policies and 
procedures, the effective execution 
and evaluation of an exercise is key in 
assessing the strengths and weaknesses 
of the emergency plan.

Recently, the airport conducted a 
“table-top” exercise (TTX) designed to 
evaluate policies and procedures of the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
FAR Part 139 requirements and the 
Airport Security AVSEC Contingency 
plan. A TTX involves key personnel 
discussing simulated scenarios in 
an informal setting ; the airport also 
conducts a multi-agency, multi-
jurisdictional, multi-discipline full 
scale exercise (FSE) involving a “boots 
on the ground” response complete with 
role players as perpetrators and victims 
every three years. The purpose of this 
TTX was to identify concepts and 
objectives and to delineate the roles 
and responsibilities of participants in 
planning, conducting and evaluating 
the exercise. The objectives of the 
exercise were to evaluate the airport’s 
emergency response capabilities, 
identify strengths and weaknesses of the 
emergency plan, exercise the airport’s 
mutual aid response, test and validate 
the Airport Security AVSEC Plan and 
related information sharing protocols 
and evaluate effective communication 
between jurisdictions and agencies to 

monitor activities during an incident.
The TXX participants were varied 

and included airport staff, air carriers, 
airport tenants, law enforcement, 
Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA), mutual aid organizations, local 
emergency first responders and federal 
agencies. The scenario for this exercise 
involved the threat of an unnamed 
terrorist organization planning to use 
a Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive 
Device (VBIED) on an unknown target 
within the Gulf Region. The timeline 
was from 11:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. the 
following day. At the conclusion of the 
exercise, participants were given an 
opportunity to discuss the exercise and 
complete an evaluation feedback form.

Planning for a TXX or FSE 
involves a number of man-hours 
and personnel with the expertise to 
develop and monitor the exercise. In 
the past, an outside firm specializing 
in safety exercises was contracted to 
assist in the planning and oversight of 
the airport training exercise. For this 
particular TTX, the NOAB Security 
and Operations staff, representatives 
from the Jefferson Parish Sheriff office 

and the federal TSA officials under the 
guidance of NOAB Deputy Director 
and COO Walter Krygowski planned 
and conducted the TTX, saving the 
airport the outside expenditure while 
providing a quality exercise.

In other news, the airport is 
beginning to wrap up some of the $300 
million dollar capital improvement 
projects. In October, we held a 
special ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the opening of the Concourse D 
expansion. It adds six new gates to the 
existing six gates on the concourse. A 
major safety project from the capital 
project list that has been completed 
is our new Aircraft Rescue & Fire 
Fighting (ARFF) Facility, located 
to the west of the old firehouse. For 
many years, the airport firemen and 
emergency medical technicians (EMT) 
have operated out of an antiquated and 
constrained facility that did not allow 
for expansion. They will now work 
out of their brand new $12 million 
dollar structure that adequately houses 
the new fire-trucks that are unique to 
airport emergency firefighting. The 

continued on page 31
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2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA
Licensed & Insured

www.bbbconstruction.com

Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening  • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

triple

CONSTRUCTION, CO.

FREE ESTIMATES

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Sports
J.T. Curtis stands tall among men
bY KEN TRAHAN

The relationship did not 
start off on the right foot.

As an aspiring sports 
broadcaster and journalist, 
I was fortunate to have 
awesome, loving parents who 
sent me to great schools to 

obtain the education I sought.
As a Roman Catholic who graduated from 

Archbishop Rummel and Loyola University, 
attending both with my best friend, Ed Daniels, I was 
clearly partial to parochial schools and the Catholic 
way of life. It is an outstanding existence, one to 
embrace and enjoy in faith.

That said, my view of the world at a young age 
was narrow.

If you were not Catholic, you were not right.
That included schools. I had friends at other 

public schools, as well as a few at other Christian 
schools.

While in high school, I really was not sure who 
John Curtis was until my junior year. By my senior 
year (1975), they had won their first state football 
championship.

I listened to what others were saying. John Curtis 
Christian existed simply to play football. Kids had 
physical education twice a day. School assemblies 
watched football film all the time.

As a Roman Catholic teenager, I thought the 
Curtis people were, in essence, The Boogeyman.

By my sophomore year of college, I started in 
the media industry, working my first high school 
radio broadcast. Within two years, I did my first 
prep football telecast on East Bank Cable, the pre-
curser to Cox Cable, with Manny Barocco, a great 
friend to this day who was recently named national 
athletic director of the year for his brilliant work with 
Jefferson Parish Public Schools.

Manny was a public school baseball coach at 
Bonnabel. That opened my eyes to the possibilities 
and helped erase pre-conceived notions about 
public school educators, coaches and students. My 
maturation process was underway.

Meeting, getting to know and befriending the 
likes of Ro Brown, Otis Washington and Wayne 
Reese helped me get past subtle prejudice and 
understand the dynamic of race relations. African-
Americans were not The Boogeyman, either. They 
were good, honest, hard-working people, certainly 
the men I got to know well.

Then there was Curtis.
The claims were loud and numerous. They 

recruit illegally, they cheat regularly, they bash all 
Catholic schools, they do not conduct themselves 
as Christians on the field, they are uneducated. The 
headmaster was a crusty, older man who scowled at 
everyone. The coach had every advantage and no 
accountability because he worked at a school that 
bore his name and worked for his dad. His wife even 
sang the national anthem at every game, for crying 
out loud!

All of the stereotypes which I battled and had 
overcome regarding public schools and African-
Americans were still lingering with regard to Curtis.

After all, how could such a small school with 
modest to below average facilities be such a power 
in football? By the time I was set to graduate from 
Loyola in 1979, Curtis had won three state titles.

Of course, those titles came in 2A. Curtis could not 
possibly play with the likes of St. Augustine, Jesuit, 
Brother Martin, Shaw, South Lafourche, Covington, 
West Jefferson or John Ehret. I rationalized that those 
were the big boys of prep football in these parts, in 
my finite mind.

As I learned through my invaluable education 
at Loyola and Rummel, fairness is essential in 
journalism, as it is in life. I was taught the most 
important lesson while at Loyola – to always separate 
personal feelings from professional opinions in 
journalism. I wish more would embrace this basic 
concept at the local and national level.

Naturally, that is easy to say, hard to do. We are, 
after all, human beings with raw emotions.

As my broadcast horizons grew, I was doing a 
radio prep show by 1982 on WTIX, The Mighty 690, 
the top-rated station in the New Orleans market. I 
was doing prep games on radio. I was doing more 
games on cable television (now Cox).

That led me to John Curtis.
I covered Curtis playoff games for radio. I did 

my first Curtis telecast in the early 1980s for Cox. 
My maturing process continued. It had to. It is still 
evolving.

I watched Curtis in pre-game preparation. They 
came out with tee-shirts, no pads and still looked big. 
They had a ton of players. That struck me.

What also struck me was the disciplined 
environment of how they went about their business. 
They had this act down pat. I was duly impressed.

Then, the game started.
They were a machine, physical, methodical. To 

this day, I have not seen better special teams play 
by any high school team, anytime, anywhere. I have 
seen better kickers but not better kick returns and 
kick coverage. They ran that “boring” veer offense 
which they still run today.

I met J.T. Curtis.
He was personable, gregarious, accessible, 

charismatic. He was effusive in his praise of his 
football team, his family and his God. I met a bunch 
of other folks named Curtis. Was everyone at this 
school named Curtis?

I have always considered myself to be a pretty 
good judge of character. My first impressions are 

generally correct. I was impressed. Maybe this guy is not 
so bad, after all. Maybe this school is not a football factory 
disguised as an educational institution. Maybe I needed to 
open my mind, eyes, ears and heart to the possibilities.

34 years after beginning my dream of working in the 
sports industry and broadcasting games in my hometown, 
things have come full circle.

I have enjoyed the great blessing of a wonderful wife 
of nearly 26 years, two tremendous children and living the 
dreams of my childhood. Having the opportunity to broadcast 
Tulane, UNO, Loyola, New Orleans Zephyrs, New Orleans 
Night, New Orleans VooDoo, Delgado, New Orleans Saints 
and New Orleans Breakers games has been a blast.

While I am still involved with Loyola, Delgado and the 
VooDoo broadcasts, the only constant since 1978 has been my 
involvement in covering and broadcasting high school football 
games.

The kids play for the love of the game. The coaches help 
mold the character of young men for life. Administrators 
discipline, teaching these young men the lessons of life.

By the 1990s, my life changed dramatically with a 
dramatic re-commitment to the faith of my youth, drawing 
closer to my God whom I call Jesus Christ.

J.T. Curtis and I share that in common.
We share many other things in common. The most 

important aspect of what we share is a genuine friendship, a 
genuine respect, a genuine fellowship.

People who do not like J.T. simply do not know him. He 
pastors Coliseum Church. He speaks to youngsters, players 
and coaches from other schools. He never turns down an 

continued on page 22
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opportunity to speak about his faith 
when asked to do so in public venues, 
giving of his time. He sponsors a faith-
based radio show which Pastor Michael 
Green and I host on WGSO, 990 AM in 
an effort to reach others for Christ. He 
carried on the dream of his father, who 
was not so crusty after all, of providing 
a Christian school education in a smaller 
environment for children in the metro 
New Orleans area.

I have always stated that you find out 
more about coaches and their character 
when they lose, as opposed to when they 
win. It is easy to win with class. It is hard 
to lose with dignity, especially when you 
are completely accustomed to winning.

In losing to Salmen in 1994, 1995 
and 2000, Curtis showed incredible 
class. I have seen the same from the 
likes of Jay Roth, Wayde Keiser, Scott 
Bairnsfather, Wayne Reese, Tony Biagas 
and Henry Crosby, to name a few. Give 
credit to the opponent. Do not berate 
your own kids. All fit the bill with this 
criterion.

When Salmen beat Curtis the first 
time, we did the game for television. 
The Spartans basically viewed Curtis 
as The Boogeyman. They were fired up 
to a level beyond frenzied. They won 
the game and deserved to win. Some 
celebrated in not-so-classy fashion at 
game’s end.

Bill Stubbs, a brilliant coach, was 
the Salmen head coach. He had the 
same narrow view of Curtis. By the time 
he had played Curtis in 2000, Stubbs 
viewed Curtis far differently, with a deep 
measure of respect. The two became 
friends. Bill had walked in my shoes. 
He figured out that Curtis was not The 
Boogeyman.

As for the allegations of many, in 
his 43 years of coaching, J.T. and the 
Curtis program have incurred one minor 
violation. Curtis has never forfeited a 
victory, never had a state title stripped 
despite intense scrutiny. In 2004, 
LHSAA principals forced Curtis to play 
down in class to 2A, tired of the Patriots 

and Evangel winning 4A and 5A state 
championships, respectively.

Many thought that would hurt both 
programs. That has simply not happened. 
Excellence cannot be deterred.

Perhaps principals will finally 
vote to allow Curtis and Evangel to 
play-up in class the next time around. 
Then, with all due respect to Joseph 
Clark High School, the Patriots will not 
have a scrimmage against a hopelessly 
outmanned, overmatched opponent.

That is the case for what was a 
coronation last month at Joe Yenni 
Stadium when J.T. became just the second 
coach in United States history to win 500 
prep football games, joining 85-year old 
John McKissick of Summerville, South 
Carolina. McKissick is still coaching 
and has 592 victories in his 60th season 
on the job.

I cannot see J.T. coaching when he 
is 85. He has a pair of energetic, quality 
coaches-in-waiting in sons Johnny 
and Jeff. They will carry on the Curtis 
name and program legacy. That other 
Rummel and Loyola guy, Mr. Daniels, is 
in his 20th year of doing “Friday Night 
Football” on WGNO-TV with J.T. and 
I do playoff games for Curtis on radio 
every year.

I enjoyed watching J.T’s 500th win 
and the accomplishment. I thought 
back to my narrow-minded days. The 
Boogeyman was a figment of my 
imagination. That Curtis fellow isn’t 
such a bad guy after all. I am proud to 
call him friend, a brother in the Lord. 
Congratulations on reaching 500, J.T. I 
am honored to have been a small part of 
the journey. 

Ken Trahan serves as sports director 
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and 
is president and general manager of 
neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the 
also the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, 
and runs the Life Resources Sports 
Ministry.

Short sales guidelines are making a difference
bY LINDA R. MARTIN

Real Estate

T h e 
theory behind 
short sales 
seems simple 
enough: If 

a homeowner owes more money on a 
house than the house can sell for, and 
the homeowner is struggling to pay the 
mortgage, the lender will allow the house 
to be sold for less than is owed.

For obvious reasons, lenders are not 
big fans of short sales and often make it a 
complicated process.

In April, 2010, the Home Affordable 
Alternatives Program (HAFA) released 
new guidelines designed to streamline 
the short sale process and allow more 
delinquent homeowners to sell their 
homes and move on with their lives.

In its first year participating, servicers 
initiated 12,266 HAFA agreements and 
completed 5,447 transactions.

According to the National 
Association of Realtors, the share 
of distressed homes – bank-owned 
properties and pre-foreclosure short sales 
– in April 2011 dropped to 37 percent of 
total sales volume, down from 40 percent 
in March and an average of 39 percent 
over the first quarter.

HAFA complements the Home 
Affordable Modification Program 
(HAMP), a loan modification program 
designed to reduce delinquent and at-risk 
borrowers’ monthly mortgage payments 
by providing alternatives for borrowers 
who don’t qualify for or don’t complete a 
trial modification.

“HAFA short-sale guidelines are 
designed to help people who are unable 
to keep their home under the HAMP loan 
modification program,” said Jeff Lischer, 
managing director for regulatory policy 
for the National Association of Realtors. 
“Let’s say you can’t keep your property 
under HAMP, the next step is a short 
sale, which is better than a foreclosure.”

It’s estimated that lenders lose about 
40 percent of a property’s value in a 
foreclosure, whereas the figure is reduced 
to about 19 percent on a short sale. 
Moreover, the short sale is a graceful exit 
from the ownership, which is better for 
people’s credit scores.

New rules also add incentives for the 
short sales process. One incentive helps 
sellers relocate by providing them with 
$3,000 for moving expenses. A second 
incentive is for mortgage servicers, 
who receive $1,500 from the federal 

government for each completed short 
sale. Under new guidelines, homeowners 
can secure a short sale approval in 
advance from the bank representing 
a minimum net amount the bank will 
accept.

Lenders participating in the HAFA 
program maintain the following 
requirements for homeowners 
considering a short sale: the loan must 
be less than $729,750, made before 
January 1, 2009, and the home must be 
the owner’s primary residence. Also, 

the homeowner must be delinquent 
and unable to pay the mortgage and the 
homeowner’s mortgage payment must 
be more than 31 percent of his or her 
before-tax income. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed 
in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-
6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office 
located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in 
Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local 
independently owned and operated 
company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

J.T. Curtis
(continued from page 21)
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Latin American News
ACCÍON-Louisiana making the difference 
bY RAFAEL E. SADDY

A C C I O N 
Louisiana is an 
extension of 
ACCION Texas 
Inc., an award-

winning nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to provide credit and loans 
to small and start-up businesses that 
have limited or no access to credit 
from commercial sources. Established 
in 1994 in San Antonio, ACCION 
helps entrepreneurs strengthen their 
businesses, stabilize and increase 
their incomes, create employment 
and contribute to the economic 
revitalization of their communities. 
With a local branch in New Orleans, 
ACCION is making the difference 
by conducting bilingual business 
workshops for local business owners 
designed to strengthen and build 
confidence in starting or expanding a 
small business.

The organization is advancing 
the field of microenterprise with an 
ambitious program of planned growth, 
designed to bring its loans and services 
to thousands of micro-entrepreneurs 
throughout the state. ACCION 
Louisiana provides individual business 
loans from $500 to $250,000 for 
existing as well as start-up businesses. 
All loan funds repaid to ACCION are 
reinvested in the community. They 
strive to accomplish their mission 
not through charity, but through 
providing resources for individuals 
to become successful. Experience 

has shown that this approach leads to 
sustainable and scalable results. New 
and growing businesses help stabilize 
family income and promote savings 
and investment leading to long-term 
economic stability, home ownership, 
and greater civic involvement. 

As a non-profit organization, 
ACCION has become successful in 
its primary mission of providing loans 
to small businesses and has advanced 
to become the largest microenterprise 
lender in the U.S., as measured by 
geographic scope and portfolio size. 
Since its inception, ACCION Texas 
Inc. has made 12,000 loans totaling 
$116 million. For more information 
call the New Orleans office at (888) 
215-2373 or visit the website at www.
acciontexas.org/office-new-orleans.
html.

Community announcements
December 8 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 

general meeting and final planning for 
holiday event. For information call 466-
1483.

December 10 – Hispanic Radio La 
Mega 107.5fm presents “The Mega 
Official Party” with special guest 
Macano from Panama honoring local 
radio personalities. This gala event will 
take place at the Crown Plaza Ballroom 
corner of Williams Boulevard and 
Veterans Boulevard in Kenner. Dance 
to the tune of your favorite DJs with a 
performance by a special invited guest. 
For information and to purchase tickets 
call 832-3555.

December 18 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 
in partnership with several social clubs 
and organization present “Holiday 
at The Esplanade Mall” from 2:00 
p.m. until 6:00 p.m. Hispanic holiday 
performance, food, music and culture 
are offered. For information call 466-
1483 or 512-2930.

December 20 – Latin Council 
general meeting and discussion of issues 
affecting the Hispanic communities. For 
information call 296-3976.

December 31 – The Belize Association 
invites you to their New Year’s Eve 
Party at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
6254 Vicksburg Street in New Orleans. 
For information call 669-4132.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center 
– The center offers various programs 
as well as access to information and 
referrals for all sorts of issues. For 

information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – K-TV-76 

Hispanic TV programs with topics 
of interest to the community every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday 
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and 
program schedule go to www.kenner.
la.us and click on the K-TV 76 logo.�

I leave you with this thought. 
“Success is simple. Do what’s right, 
the right way, at the right time.” 

Rafael E. Saddy is public relations 
officer of the Latin American Civic 
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence for be sent to P.O. 
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Community 
Free throw contest for children ages eight to 13

The Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, New Orleans Lodge 30, 
a charitable, non-profit organization is 
sponsoring the local Elks national “Hoop 
Shoot” free throw competition for all 
youngsters in the contest age brackets of 
eight to 13 regardless of athletic abilities. 
The event, in existence for 39 years, 
is America’s largest non-commercial 
coeducational sports program for children 
regardless of race, color or creed.

The organization’s goal is to give 
children a chance to participate and 
compete without letting the constraints of 
time, personnel and facilities keep them 
from realizing their dreams. The winners 
of the local contest will advance to the 
state contest with opportunities to move 
on to the regional competition in Dallas, 
Texas, and the nationals in Springfield, 
Maine, with travel and accommodations 
paid by the Elks organization.

The “Hoop Shoot” free throw 
program is scheduled for Saturday 
January 7, 2012 at the Mike Miley Gym, 
located at 6717 West Metairie Avenue in 
Metairie, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Any 
one age eight to 13 is welcome to attend 
and participate in the event. There is no 
charge to enter the contest and food and 
refreshments will be provided.

Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Mike Miley gymnasium. Children, age 
eight and nine, are scheduled to shoot at 
9:00 a.m., with the 10 and 11 age group 
starting at approximately 10:15 a.m. 
The 12 to 13 age group will begin at 
approximately 11:30 a.m.

Contact Elks Lodge 30 “Hoop Shoot” 
chairman John LaCombe at 468-2299 for 
more information. 
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WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and 
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will 
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate 
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office  4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065 

There may come a time when, quite 
possibly after a fat-filled meal at a fast 
food emporium, you become nauseated 
and experience a terrible pain in your 
upper right quadrant. Chances are good 
that you are experiencing the symptoms 
of gallstones. Thankfully, the treatment of 
gallstones is accomplished by outpatient 
surgery to remove the gallbladder that 
will have you back at work in a few days.

“Surgery to remove the gallbladder 
in order to treat symptomatic gallstones 
is among the most common surgical 
procedure in the U.S. and I think that 
may well be true here in Louisiana,” says 
Dr. Eric Heinberg, a general surgeon at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. “The 
pain is often so intense the patient will 
immediately head for the emergency 

room to seek relief. Thankfully, in most 
cases the condition is not life-threatening 
and can be effectively cured with 
minimally-invasive, outpatient surgery 
to remove the gallbladder with the stones 
inside.”

Dr. Heinberg, a native of New 
Orleans and a graduate of the Tulane 
University School of Medicine, says 
most gallstones result from our diets 
that are so often high in animal fat and 
cholesterol. “Gallstones can range in 
size from pebble-size to golf ball size,” 
he says. “They often occur in patients 
over the age of 40, though we are seeing 
quite a few younger folks with gallstones 
now. The surgery, in the large majority 
of cases, permits the patient to return 
home the same day and most patients 

recuperate completely within five to 
seven days.”

Dr. Heinberg says in all but very 
few instances, gallstones do not reccur. 
“Gallstones may suggest that it might be 
appropriate to re-evaluate your diet,” he 
says while laughing. “Most instances of 
gallstones are routine, but more serious 
is the condition in which the gallbladder 
itself is infected or stones block the 
common bile duct coming down from the 
liver.” Luckily, those more complicated 
conditions are also effectively treated 
with surgery. There is very little 
likelihood that anyone suffering from 
symptomatic gallstones will ignore them 
and fail to seek medical care. It only 
takes one or two bouts of that kind of 
discomfort to convince someone to come 

in and get evaluated.”
After completing his surgical 

training in Seattle, Dr. Heinberg, a 
major in the Army Medical Corps, had 
a six-month deployment to a combat 
support hospital in eastern Afghanistan 
before returning to his native Louisiana 
to practice general surgery. He says he 
is delighted to find himself at Ochsner-
Kenner. “This is absolutely a terrific 
facility that has the friendly, family-feel 
of a community hospital and, at the same 
time, has all the resources of a really 
big urban hospital,” he says. “Kenner is 
a wonderful community and Ochsner-
Kenner is the perfect community hospital 
to serve the people of this vibrant city.”

Gallstones hurt like the devil, but outpatient surgical treatment possible
bY ALLAN KATZ

Health

Police

Class #27 of the Kenner Citizens’ 
Police Academy will begin on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Kenner Police Complex located at 500 
Veterans Boulevard. Kenner Police 
Chief Steve Caraway said, “The Kenner 
Police Department and I encourage 
citizens of Kenner and those working 
in Kenner to participate in this unique 
opportunity to learn more about police 

operations.”
Students attend free classes one 

night per week for 13 weeks, receiving 
instruction from trained police officers 
who are certified in their fields. The 
academy provides detailed coverage 
about how the police department 
works in the areas of patrol division 
functions, crime prevention, criminal 
investigations, computer forensics, K-9 

Kenner Citizen Police Academy #27 beginning February 2012
Unit, crime scene procedures, criminal 
and domestic violence laws, narcotics 
investigations, traffic enforcement, 
physical fitness, use of police force 
and self-defense, gang awareness 
and S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour 
of police headquarters and the jail 
and participate in a ride along with a 
police officer. Upon completion of the 
program, a graduation ceremony is held 
for students.

Graduates of the program have the 
opportunity to join the Kenner Citizens’ 
Academy Alumni Association, through 
which they can lead the community in 
improving safety and promoting support 
for the Kenner Police Department. 

Alumni members can also volunteer 
their assistance at various department 
events.

Graduates may also apply for entry 
into the KPD Community Police Corps. 
This great program gives members the 
opportunity to volunteer and assist the 
KPD in its mission.

For more information and to fill 
out an application visit the Kenner 
Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com. Please contact the KPD 
Community Relations Division at 
712-2294, 712-2395, nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com or jvirgil@kennerpd.
com for further information.

 Government 

Longtime Kenner Code Enforcement 
Director Keith Chiro retired on November 
17, 2011, ending a career that spanned 
more than 28 years in city government 
as code enforcement director, assistant 
director, interim director of public works 
on two occasions, operations manager of 
the city regulatory department and office 
manager.

During his career in Kenner 
government, city officials said Chiro 
played a key role in streamlining the 
building regulatory process, conducting 
building code and zoning inspection 
sweeps in problem neighborhoods, 
revamping the city code of ordinances 
merging them into the International 
Building Code and helping rebuild 
Kenner and its infrastructure after 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Chiro followed in the footsteps of 
his father, Matthew, fondly known as 
“Junior,” into the service of Kenner 
government. Chiro has been on leave 
without pay since last August due to a 
non-work related incident.

One of Chiro’s achievements was 

completion of the “Community Rating 
System” for the national flood insurance 
program. The system is used to set flood 
insurance rates for every community in 
the nation. City officials said Chiro spent 
months learning the system, assembling 
documents for all Kenner properties that 
were made part of the city’s application 
for new flood insurance rates and 
supporting the data in meetings with the 
National Flood Insurance Program.

NFIP granted Kenner a change from 
Class 8 to Class 7, resulting in a savings in 
insurance premiums for Kenner property 
owners. At Class 6, only Jefferson Parish 
has a lower classification in Louisiana. 
Chiro became a certified flood plain 
manager and, in 2010, was awarded a 
certificate of appreciation by NFIP for 
his dedication, knowledge and assistance 
to the people of Kenner.

As head of code enforcement, Chiro 
was also responsible for overseeing the 
city brake tag station, the animal control 
personnel and issuance of occupational 
licenses.

Chiro retires from Kenner after 28-plus years
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“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.

Community 

The Jefferson Parish Department of 
Environmental Affairs, in conjunction with 
the Capital Area Corporate Recycling Council 
(CACRC), The Green Project and Operation Reach 
will collect electronics, paint and used cooking 
oil from parish residents on Saturday, December 
10, 2011, in the parking lot of the Joseph S. Yenni 
Building, 1221 Elmwood Parkway Boulevard, 
Jefferson, from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

Items to be collected include computers, 
monitors, printers, radios, camcorders, VCRs, CD 
players, DVD players, MP3 players, telephones, 
stereos, X-Boxes, play stations, Wii, digital cameras 
and digital video cameras, digital picture frames, 
portable navigation and GPS devices (Garmin, 

Magellan, Tom-Tom), fax machines, circuit 
boards (all types), processors, uninterruptible 
power supplies (UPS), toner cartridges and ink jet 
cartridges.

Latex paint only, in original containers will be 
collected. Oil based paints, varnishes, dried and 
spoiled paint will not be accepted.

Operation Reach will be accepting used 
household cooking oil, such as oil used to fry 
turkeys for the holidays. Oil collected at the event 
will be used in Operation Reach’s Gulfsouth Youth 
Biodiesel Project, which converts used cooking oil 
into eco-friendly biodiesel fuel.

Materials that will not be accepted are 
television sets, batteries, copy machines, pesticides, 

Electronic waste, used cooking oil and paint collection event held in Jefferson
fluorescent and neon light bulbs, lighting ballasts, mercury 
and mercury containing equipment, liquid waste other than 
latex paint and used cooking oil, oil-based paint, oil and 
antifreeze (can be brought to David Drive or Lapalco Trash 
Drop–Off Sites), ammunition, propane tanks, appliances, 
paper products, plastics, tin and aluminum cans.

This event is for electronic waste generated by residential 
households only. No electronic waste from businesses will be 
accepted.

For more information on this event call Marnie Winters, 
director of the Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental 
at 731-6102. The Jefferson Parish website, www.jeffparish.
net, will list future events. 

On November 29, 2011, Jefferson Parish 
officials held a ceremony breaking ground for 
a new Lafreniere splash pad located near the 
carousel on the park’s side.

“Without a doubt, the splash pad will become 
a popular and welcome attraction for the children 
who visit Lafreniere Park”, said Jefferson Parish 
District 4 Councilman Louis Congemi.

“The splash pad will be a welcome addition 
to Lafreniere Park and a great way to beat the 
heat while spending quality time with your 
children and grandchildren” said Jefferson Parish 
President John Young. “We are excited about this 
added amenity as we continue to work to improve 
the quality of life and recreational opportunities 
for our citizens.” The splash pad is expected to 

Lafreniere Park splash pad to begin construction
open next spring and will consist of fountains, water jets, 
water cannons, a rainbow arch and benches. The splash 
pad is designed for children under the age of 8.

The splash pad was designed by Greg Cantrell Inc 
and Anthony’s Landscaping was the low bidder. The 
construction will take approximately 100 days at an 
estimated cost of $300,199. 

plans for the new Kenner store. “Based on their 
sales experience in the past, Kohl’s expects 
to attract shoppers from throughout the metro 
area, including the River Parishes. It is hoped 
that in a short time following the opening of 
Kohl’s that the number of jobs in the Chateau 
Village Shopping Center will escalate to 700 
with Kohl’s having a payroll the first year of 
over $1 million. There will also be some 250 
construction jobs while the new stores are being 
built.”

Kohl’s projected opening date is October 
2012.

Along with credits provided by JEDCO, 
the city of Kenner is helping Kohl’s with 
an agreement approved by the City Council 
to allow Kohl’s to be reimbursed the first 
$350,000 in undedicated sales taxes collected 
to cover the costs of construction. “As we all 
know, there is an extra cost of construction 
in south Louisiana because of our soft soil 
and the need for additional pilings as well as 
a reinforced foundation,” said DeFrancesch. 

“This is a necessary investment on our part. For 
obvious reasons, we would much rather that 
this store be built in Kenner than in Alabama or 
Arkansas. Our hope is that Kohl’s will be a part 
of the Kenner economy for many years to come 
providing many hundreds of Kenner residents 
with much needed jobs.”

DeFrancesch said the owner of the Chateau 
Village Shopping Center has agreed to an 
architectural design and color scheme to mirror 
that of Kohl’s for all the stores in the mall. 
“It’s going to be beautiful,” said DeFrancesch. 
“All of us – the property owner, Kohl’s, 
the city administration – and JEDCO are 
working together to make this one of the finest 
developments ever to come to Kenner. In the 
wake of the current recession, we are rebuilding 
our economy and this shopping mall is going to 
be a major part of our economic renaissance.”

Chateau Village Shopping Center is located 
at 3501 Chateau Boulevard at the northwest 
corner of West Esplanade Avenue. 

Kohl’s
(continued from page 1)

On Friday, December 9, 2011, at 7:30 p.m., the 
United States Marine Corps Band New Orleans 
will perform a holiday concert at the Alario 
Center, 2000 Segnette Boulevard in Westwego, 
as part of their Toys for Tots Tour. The concert 
is free and open to the public, however, they ask 
for a donation of a new, unwrapped toy. All toys 
collected will be distributed to children in the 
New Orleans area.

The Marine Corps Band New Orleans was 

established October 1, 1978. Under the control of 
the Marine Forces Reserve, the unit is comprised 
of active duty Marines stationed at the Naval 
Support Activity Base in New Orleans.

Each year the musicians of the band travel 
throughout the United States performing more 
than 250 concerts, parades, and ceremonies, 
entertaining over 6 million people.

For more information on events in Jefferson 
Parish visit www.jeffparish.net.

Toys for Tots free holiday concert at the Alario Center
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strategies recommended included 
the consolidation of the Community 
Services Department into the Parks 
and Recreation Department.

We’ve allowed playgrounds to 
stay open and we’re able to uphold the 
same level of police and fire protection. 
Other cuts included eliminating 
the executive pay plan, reducing 
my expense account, eliminating 
positions, reducing janitorial services 
and reducing employee benefits. We 
proudly passed a balanced budget that 
still allowed for $3.4 million in the 
capital budget for 2011-2012.

Through careful and effective 
mediation on the part of the city 
attorney’s office we received an 
insurance settlement for the damages 
to the Pontchartrain Center in the 
amount of $3.5 million. Throughout 
this process, the insurance company 
only offered a fraction of this amount, 
but the outstanding work of the city 
attorney’s office allowed for us to 
obtain the entire sum owed to us. These 
funds in connection with the fund 
balance of the Pontchartrain Center 
that accumulated as a result of careful 
planning and fiscal responsibility were 
rededicated to fund Kenner’s public 
safety and public works infrastructure 
needs. For example, we were able to 
purchase additional police vehicles, 
two fire department pumper trucks, 
replace self-contained breathing 
apparatus for the firemen and add 
additional drainage projects to the 
capital budget.

Sales taxes are still slightly down. 
The upcoming millage renewals on 
the November 19, 2011 ballot are 
of the utmost importance and must 
be renewed for our city to continue 
operation at the same level. What is 
on the ballot are renewals of 1.14 mills 
for sewerage, 1.61 mills for garbage 
and 7.4 mills for fire protection.

Public Works projects-
infrastructure

As a commissioner representing 
Jefferson Parish on the Regional 
Planning Commission, I am engaged 
with this conduit as it brings in federal 
and state grants that allow for many 
of our public infrastructure projects. I 
have been successful in bringing many 
projects to the city of Kenner via this 
avenue including Veterans Boulevard 
resurfacing improvements from Salem 
Street to Virginia Avenue for a total 
cost $1,854,556.28. Loyola/I-10 
intersection improvements project 
willl cost $793,763. Sidewalk 
improvements to the east side of 
northbound Williams Boulevard from 
Veterans Boulevard to 32nd Street 
will cost $400,000. The resurfacing of 
Veterans Boulevard from Belleview 

Boulevard to Salem Street costs 
$1,700,000. The turning lanes on 
Williams Boulevard at 34th and 36th 
Streets are complete. Restoration of 
the pedestrian walkway and bikeway 
along the lakefront from the Duncan 
Canal to Williams Boulevard will 
commence in 2012.

Sewerage
An ongoing priority of mine is 

bringing the city’s sewerage system 
back into compliance with the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality. 
The city has a $60 million corrective 
action plan in progress which includes 
rehabilitation of seventeen lift 
stations, replacement of nine force 
mains, the purchase of generators for 
lift stations, repair and replacement 
of broken gravity lines and upgrades 
to the wastewater treatment plant for 
effluent discharge into the LaBranche 
Wetlands. This alternative keeps the 
flow from going through a pipe to 
the Mississippi River as the pipe is in 
need of repair. This environmentally 
friendly project allows for rapid growth 
of the wetlands as the discharge acts as 
a fertilizer. The growth of the wetlands 
adds to hurricane protection.

Economic development
What’s new in the City? Louis 

Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport has a new airport Concourse 
D. We now have Assurance Car 
Providers, Sav-a-Lot Grocery Store, 
Target, Just Kids Dental, RaceTrac, a 
renovated McDonalds, a new campus 
of the Islamic School of Greater New 
Orleans and a new Kenner Branch 
of the Jefferson Parish Registrar of 
Voters.

As part of a recommendation of my 
transition team, I have been working 
with my staff and with the elected state 
officials in an effort to pass a change to 
the state law that governs the lease for 
the Laketown area. The goal was for the 
lease to allow for commercial activity 
in order to bring more commerce and 
economic development to the city of 
Kenner. We were successful in this 
endeavor during the last legislative 
session. Now, in addition to the new 
fishing pier provided for with FEMA 
funding, we have the prospect of 
bringing new restaurants and shops to 
Laketown.

An economic development 
committee reconvened to oversee a 
public survey by GCR & Associates. 
This survey was funded through a 
grant from the Greater New Orleans 
Foundation and Mr. Henry Shane. It 
revealed the latest economic trends in 
the city of Kenner. From these results, 
the economic development committee 
determined recommendations. 

continued on next page 

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN KENNER
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Hours everyday 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 pm

Celebrating 17 yearsCall Ahead for

To Go Orders!

Finger Sandwiches
Chicken Tenders
Wraps
Shrimp Cocktail
Shrimp Remoulade
Cocktail Meatballs

Crawfish, Chicken or 
Shrimp Fettuccini

Chicken Alfredo Pasta
Jambalaya
Dessert Trays
And more  Call today!

HOLIDAY CATERING

11 palm trees on 32nd Street, 12 sabal 
palms in Rivertown and transplanted 
12 Bradford pear trees from Airline 
Drive to 30th Street. We participated 
in the Gift of Trees program and 
the Arbor Day celebration and 
established administrative procedures 
for tree removal, including required 
notification and input from the Tree 
Board.

The Department of Inspections 
and Code Enforcement is continuing 
to work diligently to fight blight and 
violations. Periodic codes sweeps are 
conducted on a regular basis. The 
Comprehensive Resiliency Grant 
sponsored by the Louisiana Recovery 
Authority provided $238,125.00 in 
funding for updates to the city of 
Kenner’s Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance.

Kenner Parks and Recreation 
and Planning have collaborated to 
obtain two grants for improvements to 
Kenner City Park and Veterans Park. 
In City Park a new playground has 
been constructed that accommodates 
special needs children by way 
of the National Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Grant. In Veterans 
Park improvements to the walking trail 
have been made by way of the State 
Recreational Trails Grant. A local road 

safety grant from the DOTD provided 
funding for the addition of new safety 
and warning signs throughout the 
city. We are proud recipients of three 
historic preservation grants awarded 
to the city by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the state 
office of Cultural Development and 
Historic Preservation. This funding 
will provide for completion of the 
building assessment, stabilization plan 
and rehabilitation strategy for the Old 
Kenner High School. This detailed 
study provides the city with a plan to 
preserve and eventually rehabilitate 
our most notable historic structure.

Financial status
The 2011-2012 budgetary process 

was challenging and I was faced with 
the responsibility of making significant 
cuts to balance the city’s budget. I 
sought the assistance of my Kenner 
Streamlining Task Force, which was a 
team comprised of individuals with a 
vast knowledge and years of experience 
with regard to governmental practices 
and philosophies. Headed by 
former Jefferson Parish Assessor 
Lawrence Chehardy, I was given 
recommendations to make over 
$2.3 million in reasonable cuts. 
We’ve made $7 million in cuts over 
the past three years. Some of the 

State of city
(continued from page 1)
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High Utility Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and 

make your home more comfortable.

Kenner Saves Energy
(504) 267-2037

www.KennerSavesEnergy.com

�e City of Kenner is providing FREE 
home energy check-ups to Kenner residents.

  �e COMPLETELY FREE check-up includes:
 FREE home energy assessment including 
 infrared imaging and a blower door test.

 FREE energy-saving products, like compact 
 �uorescent light bulbs.

 FREE how-to book with detailed instructions
 for over 200 home energy e�ciency projects.

Space is limited. Sign up today!

Paid for by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy

Unique Gifts • Free Gift Wrapping • Saints & LSU Gifts • Wall Paintings

701 W. Esplanade, Suite B, Kenner  •  469-4118

Madison/Avery Jewelry • Fleur de Lis Gifts • Baby Gifts • Circle  E  Candles

$5OFF
a purchase 
of $25

$10OFF
a purchase 
of $50

Present at time of purchase
Limit one per customer

Does not apply to any 
consignment gifts.
Expires 12/24/11

Coupon not valid with sale items

3213 17th Street, #4, Metairie • 832-1213

Complete with a SWOT analysis, the 
survey outlined Kenner’s economic 
direction. The city’s strengths are the 
airport, recreation and public safety. The 
city’s weaknesses are the aesthetics of 
streets, quality of schools, job scarcity 
and the condition of commercial 
properties. The city’s opportunities are 
the river and lake frontage, the airport 
and The Esplanade mall. Our threats 
are negative perception, inability to 
attract new generation, disinvestment 
and blight.

Rivertown revitalization
There has been the establishment 

of the Rivertown Advisory Committee, 
a Rivertown clean up initiative and the 
addition of a Registrar of Voters office 
in Kenner. Kenner was the recipient of 
the Transportation Enhancement Grant 
sponsored by the Louisiana Department 
of Transportation and Development in 
the amount of $423,400 to improve 
sidewalks and beautify the Williams 
Boulevard corridor through historic 
Rivertown. Rivertown hosted its first 
Oktoberfest-Deutsches Haus and 
Kenner’s Christmas Village moved to 
Rivertown.

Resources and efficiency
We have created a new city of 

Kenner website. The paperless court 
system that was built by way of a grant 
from the Louisiana State Department 
of Transportation and Development 
and the National Highway Safety 
Administration is complete and has 
been in use for over a year now. We 
are pleased to announce this system 
allows for up to 400 cases per day and 
includes online ticket payments as 
well.

A much needed renovation of 
the City Council Chambers was 
completed this year, including the 
addition of a new voting system with 
easy-to-view monitors for the public 
to keep pace with the meetings. The 
system we replaced was over 30 years 
old. This improvement is two-fold 
because it will allow council meeting 
and municipal court sessions to run 
smoothly and at a speedier pace. It 
allows court to move faster.

K-TV is now broadcast on U-verse.
The Finance Department continues 

to collect property tax payments online 
in order to enhance customer service. 
The Finance Department held a 
surplus auction to dispose of furniture, 
fixtures and equipment to generate 
income and participated with Jefferson 
Parish in its third adjudicated auction 
putting adjudicated properties back 
into commerce.

The conversion of the Barbre 
School Building into City Hall 
Building D is almost complete. Public 
Works has vacated their previous 

location on Williams Boulevard and 
the Parks and Recreation Department 
was able to move in. This facility 
provides a centrally located office for 
Recreation where the staff can operate 
more efficiently and provide more 
quality service.

Conclusion
�Donald Rumsfeld said, “If you 

are not getting criticized you must 
not be doing much!” Well, after the 
past year and five months the Yenni 
Administration hasn’t stopped! 
Just remember there is professional 
criticism and there are the C.A.V.E.’s – 
Citizens Against Virtually Everything. 
You can hear some of them every first 
and third Thursday. Governing in this 
day and age is extremely difficult due 
to the city’s funding formula.

In 1977 my grandfather wrote 
in a time capsule that was opened in 
2005. He wrote, “Our government has 
divided up into independents – never 
knowing what to expect. They have 
adapted a “proceed with caution” 
attitude and too afraid to take chances 
in order to avoid criticism. We don’t 
want to be in the same position as 
New York City and Monroe, where the 
federal government had to bail them 
out of their financial positions.”

34 years later I can almost say 
similar words. For some, the next 
election gets in the way of properly 
governing our city. Summed up, some 
are too busy trying to keep their jobs, 
they don’t do their jobs. Some of my 
decisions may not have been the most 
popular, but they always have had the 
best interest of the people and future 
of this great city first and foremost 
in my mind. After all, I am a fourth 
generation Kennerite!

I truly appreciate those council 
members who stepped up to do what 
was financially right for the city. 
However, in the economic times this 
country is going through, I can only 
hope the renewals pass this Saturday.

This city, over the past year has 
gone through some embarrassing 
moments and it is up to the leaders of 
this city to correct the mistakes of the 
past and move forward together in the 
right and legal direction.

I take very seriously my oath to 
uphold the charter of this city and the 
laws of the Constitution of the United 
States.

My administration is a prime 
example of doing more with less…a 
lot less.

Thank you, for once again having 
me here today. May God bless each of 
you and our city and this great country! 

State of City
(continued from previous page)

where the parish may be able to help. 
I am certainly open to doing all that I 
can to help my constituents in Kenner. 
I want to be in touch with them and 
responsive to their needs.”

Spears, a former Jefferson Parish 
assistant district attorney and Orleans 
Parish prosecutor, garnered 4,770 
votes, to Floyd’s 2,060, or 30 percent. 
Both are Democrats.

The official turnout was 13.3 

percent with 6,830 casting votes out 
of 51,129 total qualified voters from 
District 3.

Byron Lee, the current District 3 
councilman, is term limited and was 
barred from running for the position.

District 3 of Jefferson Parish 
encompasses south Kenner and parts 
of Harvey, Marrero, Waggaman and 
Avondale. 

Spears
(continued from page 1)
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We ar e a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
gr eat dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your

family r eceives. If you ever have a question or would
like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

in with a heavy dose of anti-Semitism.
Of course, the horrific views of some Flea Party 

supporters are not reported by the media. Journalists 
are also ignoring the reports of rape, open sexual 
behavior and rampant drug use at the Flea Party 
camp sites. Instead the media paints a positive picture 
of peaceful protesters who are being abused by 
overzealous police officers.

It has been entirely different media coverage for 
Tea Party activists. So called objective journalists 
have accused Tea Party members of horrific acts of 
violence and racism, with no evidence to back up the 
claims. This unfair reputation has been perpetuated by 
celebrities like Morgan Freeman and Sean Penn, who 
have repeated these claims. Other than sensationalism, 
most Tea Party activity is ignored by a media that is in 
full swoon over the Flea Party.

In the near future, we should expect the Flea Party 
movement to continue to grow. As police and political 
leaders allow protesters to remain in public parks and 

sleep overnight, the Flea Party will expand to more 
cities. It does not matter to them that they do not own 
these parks and are being quite selfish taking over an 
area for their own left wing activities.

The real truth is that most of these folks have 
no jobs in this bad Obama economy and they have 
nothing better to do. Why should they look for work 
when they can camp out, accept handouts, receive 
benefits and send the bill to that ever shrinking group 
of suckers, the American taxpayers? 

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political 
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website 
at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at 
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Crouere
(continued from page 5)

one-half of the grandparent’s estate.
It is important to know that inherited property 

is separate property under Louisiana law unless it is 
co-mingled with community property. In this specific 
case, there was no opportunity for co-mingling the 
inheritance because grandmother had a usufruct, and 
Son 1 was never in possession of the inheritance. This 
case is about separate property only.

Only in the unusual case when there are no 
surviving parents, siblings, nieces, nephews, great 
nieces, etc. does the wife inherit her husband’s portion. 
The money goes to the bloodline of descendants until 
there are no more descendants in the bloodline. It is 
a rare family that has no descendants of any degree.

When you die and have no children, do you want 
your brother, sister, nieces and nephews to inherit 
your separate property before your wife? Husbands, 
no matter what age, need to protect their wives. The 
way to do that is to have a will drawn up and give 
your wife as much as possible under the law. The 
amount you can give your wife will depend on the 
ages of your children, if you have any. Even if your 

children are under the age of 24, you can (and should) 
put their forced portion into a trust, making your wife 
the trustee. Additionally, you can grant your wife a 
lifetime usufruct over the children’s forced portion.

It is sad to watch surviving wives struggle 
financially because their husbands failed to protect 
them in a will, something the deceased husband could 
have prevented by writing a will. All of the above 
is true in the reverse. Husbands are not in the direct 
line to inherit from their in-laws either. Since men 
have shorter life spans (statistically), it is usually the 
women who suffer the most.

No one knows what the future holds so contact a 
seasoned Louisiana attorney now about writing a will 
to help you protect your spouse. 

James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at 
Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade 
Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of 
practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, 
corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers can be 
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at www.
melcherslawfirm.

Melchers
(continued from page 17)

Government

With Governor Bobby Jindal’s executive 
order of November 16, 2011, requiring higher 
education officials to report incidents of child 
abuse and neglect, the Louisiana Department of 
Children and Family Services reminds mandated 
reporters and the public to report suspected child 
abuse or neglect by calling 1-855-4LA-KIDS.

DCFS’ statewide, toll-free hotline, 1-855-4LA-
KIDS, is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
for anyone to report suspected child abuse or 
neglect by a parent or caretaker. Reports of child 
abuse at the hands of anyone other than a parent or 
caretaker should be reported to local or state law 
enforcement.

The Louisiana Children’s Code defines 
“caretaker” as any person legally obligated to 
provide or secure adequate care for a child, 
including a parent, tutor, guardian, legal custodian, 
foster home parent, an employee of a public or 
private day care center, an operator or employee 
of a registered family child day care home or other 
person providing a residence for the child.

“We urge all citizens to protect children by 
calling 1-855-4LA-KIDS to report suspected child 
abuse or neglect. This is the first step in ensuring 
that children are safe from abuse,” said DCFS 
Secretary Ruth Johnson. “The role of mandated 
reporters is an essential and integral part of the 

entire community effort and responsibility to 
protect children who are at risk of child abuse or 
neglect.”

In Louisiana, mandated reporters include 
professionals who may work with children in the 
course of their professional duties. Specifically, 
the law names as mandated reporters those of 
health practitioners, members of the clergy, 
mental health and social service practitioners, 
teachers and child care providers, police officers 
and law enforcement officials, commercial film 
and photographic print processors, mediators, 
parenting coordinators and court appointed 
special advocates.

Now with Governor Jindal’s executive 
order, all public technical or vocational school, 
community college, college or university 
professors, administrators, coaches and other 

school employees are mandated to report 
suspected abuse or neglect.

Willful failure by mandated reporters to report 
suspected incidents of child abuse or neglect is a 
misdemeanor subject to a fine of not more than 
$500 or imprisonment not to exceed six months 
or both. State law protects the identity of all 
mandated reporters and grants immunity from 
legal liability as a result of reports made in good 
faith.

Following an oral report, mandated reporters 
also must submit a written report within five 
days. A form for this purpose, instructions 
for submitting a follow-up written report and 
additional information are available at www.dcfs.
la.gov/ReportChildAbuse. 

DCFS reminds of child abuse reporting laws, hotline
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Collection for Metropolitan Center for Women & Children 
 

They are in need of the following unwrapped items: 
FOR CHILDREN 
*Football, baseball, basketballs (sports 
equipment) 
 
*Tee shirts, sweatshirts, sweat pants, 
gloves, pajamas, scarves (boys & girls) 
 
*All types of accessories (hair ties, 
clips, purses, socks, jewelry 
 
* puzzles, play dough, trucks, cars, 
silly bands, Lego, anything Hasbro 
 
* Drawing supplies, coloring books, 
drawing books, Sudoku book,  Magic 
School bus books, Bob the Builder 
books, Harry Potter Books, princess 
books 
 
*Batteries (AA and AAA) 

FOR WOMEN 
* Hair accessories, hair clips, hair 
dryer, hair brush, straightener, hair 
care products 
 
*New Undergarments (bras, panties) 
 
* Scented lotions, perfume, bubble 
bath 
*Slippers, purse, wallet, gloves, 
scarves 
 
*Kitchen utensils (dishes, glassware, 
silverware, small appliances, cook 
books etc.) 
 
*Towels, face cloths, *Bed  linens 
Comforters (full-sized) pillow cases, 
Towels, face cloths  

 
 

INFANTS 
Diapers size 3 & 5, diaper bag, baby wipes, 

Noise making toys, pop- up books, 
Musical toys, anything for infants 

 
December 13, 2011   11:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

Crowne Plaza New Orleans Airport 
2829 Williams Blvd. 
Kenner, LA 70062 

 
Please RSVP by December 9 to reservations@kpba.biz  

Questions? Email info@kpba.biz 
 

Kenner Professional Business Association 
CHRISTMAS CARES LUNCHEON! 

December 13, 2011 
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH 
& CATERING

COFFEES & PASTRIES
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com

Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily) 

5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051  818-0053 (Fax)

Family Owned & Operated

HOLIDAYCATERING!

455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
A

 L
ic

en
se

 #
28

61
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI Katz
(continued from page 5)
the claim to be Louisiana’s premiere 
and steadily growing city in the 65,000-
80,000 population range. For the 
moment, it is reasonable to surmise 
that the competition in Lakeview, St. 
Tammany Parish and the River Parishes 
has gotten an edge on Kenner and is 
attracting the middle and upper-income 
families who once came to Kenner on 
their house-hunting excursions.

Looking back a couple of years, 
Kenner took a blow to its growth 
potential when Holy Cross High School 
decided to relocate in Gentilly rather 
than in Kenner. A school like Holy 
Cross is like a magnet. Middle and 
upper-income families look to re-locate 
near a good school like Holy Cross for 
the sake of convenience. An example of 
the type of growth the city needs would 
be if the Jefferson Parish Public School 
System built a Benjamin Franklin-like 
magnet high school in Kenner that 
would attract the best students and 
cause their families to want to be within 

driving distance of this educational gem. 
If the school board was able to do so the 
probable result would be an increase 
in population in the city and positive 
improvement in other demographics. 
This is just a hypothetical case of the 
kind of stimulus Kenner needs to have 
positive growth.

So, the challenge is that Kenner 
must attract some new anchors that 
will make the city more attractive 
to upwardly mobile families who 
could live anywhere in the region that 
they might choose. Mayor Yenni, his 
administration, the City Council and 
Kenner’s civic leaders are all aware of 
the negative trends and the challenges 
and are working for change. It will be 
interesting to see what they do in 2012.

Meanwhile, thank you for reading 
the Kenner Star. We wish you a 
wonderful happy, healthy new year. We 
remain optimistic about the future and 
hopeful that the new year will bring 
good news for us all. 

Government

On November 3, 2011, Dwan Jones, bottom center, a bookkeeper for the city of Kenner’s Community 
Development Department, was selected as the city’s outstanding quarterly employee and was 
presented a proclamation by Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, the Kenner City Council and the 
department’s director, Arleeta Terrell, bottom right.                                       Photo by barry Sprague

Jones named city’s outstanding quarterly employee

this program,” said Dr. Puente.
“Our goal at OMC-Kenner is very 

simple,” said Dr. Puente. “We want 
to become the hospital that Kenner 
residents think of first, whether it’s for 
emergency services, mammograms, 
appendectomies, annual physical exams 
or any other medical services. We want 
to be Kenner’s hospital of choice.” 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief 
executive officer at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner and has served in this 

role for six years. Zambito has been at 
the Kenner facility for over 20 years. 
Zambito, who serves on the boards of 
the National Kidney Foundation of 
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended 
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a member 
of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Louisiana. For more information of 
the services and physicians at Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

Zambito
(continued from page 19)
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Please accept our appreciation and 
sincere thanks for letting us serve you.
Sometimes in the rush of business life, 

we fail to say thanks loud enough to hear.
But you can be sure your patronage is 

never taken for granted. 
Our aim is to please and satisfy you.

tO all Our valued cuStOmerS
FrOm Our Family tO yOurS,
merry christmas and Happy New year

tHe ricca Family

OPEN TIL 
NOON 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY

Army Corps of Engineers that wants to 
build flood protection facilities including a 
pumping station on the site.

Kenner is offering a location at 
Laketown that is not only large enough to 
accommodate volleyball courts but also 
restaurants and other retail facilities. Some 
developers have told White and Drury that 
if they move to Kenner, the developers are 
ready to build complimentary outlets that 
will help make Coconut Beach an even 
bigger draw in Kenner than it was in New 
Orleans.

By contrast, New Orleans has offered 
a site in City Park but it won’t be available 
until late 2012 or 2013. New Orleans 
Councilwoman Susan Guidry, whose 
district includes City Park, says that if 
Coconut Beach wants to stay in New 
Orleans, they’ll have to go through the 

city’s planning process that could take a 
year or more. The spring volleyball season 
starts in March so that would be a problem 
for the owners.

“Moving to Laketown will be 
comparatively simple,” says Marroccoli. 
“Kenner Mayor Yenni and his 
administration have already cleared away 
many of the hurdles. We really want the 
Coconut Beach owners to come to Kenner. 
It would be a great anchor for Laketown 
that would attract other investors who see 
Coconut Beach as a huge draw. But, this is 
a process and it hasn’t yet come to the point 
where the owners of Coconut Beach have 
to make up their minds. We’re just happy 
to be in the battle and think that we’ve got a 
really good position. But, it’s far from over. 
We’re hopeful but not over-confident.” 

Jeff Zapata, currently executive 
liaison officer for the Kenner Police 
Department, was chosen by Jefferson 
Parish District 4 Councilman-elect 
Ben Zahn as his administrative aide. 
Zahn, currently Kenner Councilman 
for District 3, will take his over his 
parish post in January 2012.

Zahn said he chose Zapata from 
a field of very qualified candidates 
and that he is a proven and dedicated 
law enforcement officer with a 
business background and a good 
education. Zahn said, “ Zapata has 
worked relentlessly for the Kenner 
Police Department, the Kenner City 
Council and the Kenner mayor’s 
office. He understands the political 
process and he simply gets the job 
done with little recognition.”

Zapata said he is honored Zahn 
picked him to serve in such an 
important post as an administrative 
assistant to the Jefferson Parish 
Council. “Our working relationship 
during the past five-plus years, along 
with similar relationships with other 
council members in both Kenner and 
Jefferson Parish, can only help in the 
transition, said Zapata. “I also sought 
the guidance of Kenner Police Chief 
Steve Caraway before accepting the 
position with Councilman Zahn. The 
chief’s encouragement helped me 
finalize the offer. I look forward to 
doing a good job for Councilman 
Zahn, the people of Council District 
4 and the satisfaction of a job well 
done.”

With an extensive background 
in area local governments and in 
working with the public, Zapata 
has served as director of internal 

management for the Tangipahoa 
Parish Sheriff’s Office and logged 
12 years with the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff’s office as a deputy and later 
as a vice squad detective. A graduate 
of Loyola University with a degree 
in criminology in 1978 and the U.S. 
Department of Treasury training class 
of 1977, Zapata is a member of the 
Fraternal Order of Police, previously 
owned security management 
consulting firm Security One and is 
a graduate of Warren Easton High 
School, currently serving on the 
charter school’s board of directors. 

Coconut Beach
(continued from page 1)

ARFF will also provide a setting for mutual aid training for local jurisdictions.
In closing, let me say that we prepare for events that we hope will never 

happen, but if they do our training and new facilities will help our airport team 
respond in an effective way. We are prepared. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport may be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your local 
listings for the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute television 
program, “Airport Alive,” or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by 
clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and Stats” page. You can now 
follow the airport on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO Airport. 
To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the 
airport’s website homepage.

Ahmad
(continued from page 20)

Zahn names Zapata as administrative aide

at-large Jeannie Black and others on 
public safety issues and quality of life 
issues for Kenner.”

In his capacity as District 3 
Councilman Zahn served on the 
Kenner City Council since 2006 
before announcing his candidacy for 
the position on the Jefferson Parish 
Council. He defeated two opponents, 
winning election to the Jefferson 
Parish Council in the first primary with 
57 percent of the vote.

Equally important, Zahn said, in 
his new capacity, “I will now have 
first-hand access to parish officials to 
ensure that Kenner receives its fair 
share of any revenue designated for the 
city’s infrastructure issues.”

Zahn said he is grateful to the 
residents of Kenner and Metairie 
who supported him in the race for 

the Jefferson Council. “I am both 
proud and humbled they honored me 
with a first primary victory and did 
not respond to the negative campaign 
efforts of a so-called citizens group 
and former mayor,” he said.

Zahn continued, “With my 
upcoming departure in January, I will 
ask the incoming District 3 interim 
councilman, as well as the eventual 
new councilman, to monitor closely 
the projects already in progress and 
to remain diligent with those on the 
drawing board. I have worked very 
hard for the citizens of District 3 
and will do my best to ensure that its 
next councilman is someone who is 
competent, dedicated, accessible and 
independent. Kenner residents should 
expect nothing less.” 

Zahn
(continued from page 1)
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  
• onsite management  
• high & dry  
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

ONE MONTH FREE! 
MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!
468-3474

HURRICANE PROTECTION!

Highest wind-rated storage in Kenner!

Protect va
luables • 
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!

www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage

Call for details!

www.kennerstar.com


