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Caraway thanks KPD 
officers for their hard 
work that led to his
re-election without
opposition
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Police Chief Steve Cara-
way says that while he’s honored to 
have been re-elected without opposi-
tion, the real credit goes to the men 
and women of the Kenner Police De-
partment whose hard work and effec-
tiveness have clearly influenced Ken-
ner voters.

“I’m honored to be re-elected and 
I’m honored to 
lead the men and 
women of our 
department who 
are out on the 
streets, protect-
ing the commu-
nity, 24 hours a 
day, seven days 

Councilwoman-at-Large 
Black thanks voters for 
re-election, pledges to 
work for better funding 
for Kenner Police, 
firefighters
BY ALLAN KATZ

Councilwoman-at-large Jeannie 
Black, re-elected without opposi-
tion, said “it’s an unbelievable feel-
ing to be told that you can continue 
doing something that you really love 
to do.”

Black, re-elected to a second four-
year term to one of the city’s two 
at-large seats 
on the coun-
cil, said she’s 
ready to work 
cooperatively 
with whoever 
is elected the 
new mayor of 
Kenner.

Council defers vote on 
proposed sewer 
increase again

Needing Kenner City Council ap-
proval to go into force, a vote on 
Mayor Ed Muniz’ proposed sewer 
rate increase will have to wait anoth-
er month. At its February 18, 2010, 
meeting the council voted to defer 
having to vote on the increase until 
its March 18, 2010, meeting.

In the split vote those wanting to 
postpone facing the proposal were 
District 1 Councilman Gregory Car-
roll, District 2 Councilman Joe Stag-
ni, District 4 Councilwoman Maria 
DeFrancesch and District 5 Coun-
cilman Kent Denapolis. District 3 
Councilman Ben Zahn and Council-
women-at-Large Jeannie Black and 
Michele Branigan were against de-
ferring the vote.

The sewer fee proposal would in-
crease the minimum rate, for using up 
to 5,000 gallons, up $2.22 bimonthly, 
from $7 to $9.22. The charge for each 
1,000 additional gallons used would 

Re-elected without 
opposition, District 1 
Councilman Carroll 
aims for sewerage
improvements, better 
streets
BY ALLAN KATZ

Although he’s only been in office 
for a short time, Kenner District 1 
Councilman Greg Carroll thinks that 
his constituents are well aware that 
he loves the job of being a council-
man and is working hard to improve 
the quality of their lives.
“It’s very humbling and gratifying 

to be re-elected 
without op-
position after 
only a short 
time in office,” 
says Carroll. “I 
can’t help but 
think that the 
voters see me 

District 3 Councilman 
Zahn hails re-election 
without opposition, 
pleased by “partnership” 
with voters
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben 
Zahn says he is delighted by his re-elec-
tion without opposition and pledged to 
continue working on the issues that he 
says are most important to his constitu-
ents – including police protection, the 
fight to remove blighted properties, 
the effort to beautify Kenner neighbor-
hoods and sub-divisions and economic 
development.
“I’m honored 

to be re-elected 
to another term,” 
he said. “I feel 
that in the last 
four years, I’ve 
been able to de-
velop a 

Kenner citywide municipal elections scheduled for 
Saturday, March 27, 2010 - Sample ballot on page 33
On Saturday, March 27, 2010, Kenner voters will head to the polls to vote for a 

new mayor, Councilwoman-at-Large “A,” District 2 Councilman, District 4 Councilman 
and District 5 Councilman. Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway, Councilwoman-at-
Large “B” Jeannie Black, District 1 Councilman Greg Carroll and District 3 Councilman 
Ben Zahn were reelected unopposed at the close of election qualifying on February 5, 
2010. See stories below on Caraway, Black, Carroll and Zahn.

Phil Capitano, a former Kenner mayor and Mike Yenni, Kenner’s former chief ad-
ministrative officer, will face off in the race for Kenner’s new mayor as incumbent Ed 
Muniz declined to run for re-election. Incumbent Michele Branigan is running against 
newcomer Penny Frame for the Councilwoman-at-Large “A” seat. Luis “A.J.” Soto-
mayer withdrew from the race but not in time to have his name removed from the ballot 
so any votes cast for Sotomayer will not count. Bill Schwertz is challenging incumbent 
District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni. First-time candidate Arita Bohannan will face current 
District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch. Brian Brennan, in his first political race, 
is running against Kent Denapolis, presently the District 5 councilman.

All candidates were asked two questions by the Kenner Star. See the responses 
of the mayoral candidates on this page. Louis Congemi also qualified for the mayor’s 
race but had not responded to the questionnaire nor formally withdrawn at press time. 
Congemi’s name will appear on the ballot. For more information about the qualifica-
tions of the two mayoral candidates, see the Allan Katz column on page 7. All the other 
candidate’s responses are on page 16.

Early voting is March 13 through March 20. For a list of polling places visit 
www.jpclerkofcourt.us/elections/EBPollingPlaces.asp#Kenner Precincts. 

Why do you Want to be mayor of Kenner?
I want our families to enjoy the peace and amenities of 

a first-rate city. I will continue the progress of the Muniz 
administration and help Kenner rise to its greatest strength 
in economic development, safety, infrastructure, education 
and quality of life. I enjoy public service.

Kenner is a wonderful city filled with amazing people and 
places. Its history is rich with culture. I grew up in Kenner 
and chose to raise my family here. I have a long history of be-
ing involved in the community, serving on the Kenner Char-
ter Review Committee, Fire and Police Civil Service Board, 

Mayoral Candidate

Phil CaPitano

Mayoral Candidate

Mike yenni

GreGory CarrollSteve Caraway Jeannie BlaCk Ben Zahn

Continued on
page 38

Continued on
page 39

Continued on
page 39

Continued on
page 38

Who will be Kenner’s new mayor for the next four years?

continued on page 38
continued on page 38 continued on page 38
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www.ejgh.org

Only One hOspital can be the best in the region for both bypass and cardiac surgery. 

Only one could be the first to have a cardiac rehab program. And only one is needed to  

detect and treat heart disease in the most comprehensive and effective  

manner possible. East Jefferson General Hospital. 

Visit us online to learn more, or call HealthFinder at  

504-456-5000 for an appointment 

with a cardiologist.
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An Open Letter to Kenner Residents

From Susan Yenni, Widow of former
Parish President Mike Yenni 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

 It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter, however I am compelled to set the record straight.  As many of you know, I am the widow of former Jefferson Parish President Mike Yenni.   Michael Yenni and I had three beautiful children:  Rachel, Joseph and Michael Junior, who was named for his father.

 When Michael passed away in 1995, my family was devastated.  Mike Yenni Junior was just two years old.  The following months and years were hard enough for my children.  Imagine the grief and dismay we all felt when -

Michael Matthew Maunoir III, a nephew, legally changed his name to Michael S. Yenni.
 
 Now, the former Mike Maunoir is running for Mayor of Kenner using the Yenni name- my son’s name.  The real Mike Yenni is just 17 years old and a senior at Jesuit High School.  The name he was rightfully given by his father has been taken from him for political purposes.

 As a mother trying to protect her son and the legacy of her late husband, I am duty-bound to inform the residents of Kenner of this misrepresentation of the Yenni name.  The confusion over the name ‘Mike Yenni’ needs to end.  Voters need to know that a vote for ‘Mike Yenni’, is not a vote for our family.

 The only truly qualifi ed candidate in this race is Phil Capitano, and that is why my family is supporting Phil for Mayor.

Thank you.

Susan Yenni
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26 Years 
Experience

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon.  – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS  •   SPECIAL  KIDS  WELCOME

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 •  464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

   
    

  

 

 

Buddy Up - 2 for 1
with EFT sign-up and Joining Fee

exp. 1/31/2010

� Cheryl Burke
Two-time Champion

Dancing with the Stars
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with EFT sign-up and Joining Fee

Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

Laketown Village

26 Years 
Experience

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon.  – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS  •   SPECIAL  KIDS  WELCOME

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 •  464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

30-Day Access Pass
for only $50

No Contracts  -  No Joining Fee
New Customers Only      exp. 03/31/10

Kenner Jazzercise Center
4228 Williams Blvd. 

504 464 4600
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 For More Information on any Rivertown Event, please call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com

 

 

 

Breakfast with 
the Bunny! 

    Hop into Kenner’s Rivertown… 
   for fun and egg-citement! 

Food & Beverages! 

Photo & Visit with the Bunny!  
        (Bring your own Camera) 

Children’s Castle Show! 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 27 
 
 

   Rivertown Exhibition Hall     
 
 

       415 Williams Boulevard 
 
 
 

10:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Event Admission: 
 
 
 

$10.00 per person 
(2 years and up) 

 
 
 

$5.00 per child 
(Under 2 years) 

 

 

 
 

Reservations Required:  
 
 

(504) 468-7231 

Porta Puppet Players  
present 

 
 

A VISIT WITH BELLE 
 

 

 
 

Sponsored by  
The City of Kenner & 

The Friends of Rivertown 
 

MARCH 6
PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS

present
“COOKING WITH

THE FROG PRINCESS!”
First-time show at the Castle

MARCH 13
STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY

presents his
Instant Theatre Production of

“THE LITTLE MERMAID”
The audience becomes the cast and crew

MARCH 20
PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS

are back with another great show
“THE SNOW WHITE SCANDALS”

MARCH 27
BREAKFAST WITH THE BUNNY

Food and beverages in the Exhibition Hall
Photos and visit with the Bunny

(bring your own camera)
Plus a Children’s Castle Show featuring the

PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS with
“A VISIT WITH BELLE”

Special Event Cost: $5  under 2 yrs.) $10 
(2 yrs. & up)

Reservations required: 468.7231

MARCH 2010
PRINCESS MONTH 2010!!!

SATURDAYS ONLY
11:30 AM

$5.00 per person

 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us on a 3,000 mile journey in search of the Big 
Five…the elephant, the Cape buffalo, the rhino, the 

leopard and the lion!  Never before has wildlife been 
seen with such realism on the giant screen!

TUES THRU SAT
11:00 AM & 4:00 PM

 

 

2020 Fourth Street 
Kenner, LA 70062 

 
501 Williams Blvd., Rivertown 

Kenner, LA 70062 

January 2
CASTLE CLOSED

January 9
Glen Ghirardi

Magical Entertainer
"WINTER MAGIC"

January 16
Characters Two presenting

“GARDENS OF STORIES”

 

January 23
Porta Puppet Players

"IF THE SHOE FITS…"
Meet Cinderella as she 

weaves her magical story!

January 30
Stiryteller Frank Levy with

His Instant Theater Production of
“THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS”

 
SATURDAYS ONLY

11:30 AM
$5.00 per person

 

For More Information on any Rivertown Event, 
please call 504-468-7231 or visit:

www.rivertownkenner.com

 
 
    
 
 

             Welcome 2010! 

LASER 
POP 

J P C  B 
  with 

The Beatles Be a part of Beatlemania as the group’s most popular 
hits are brought to life through a dazzling laser light 

display!  The fun continues with a bonus show of 
more popular hits from artists like N’Sync, the B52’s, 

Smashmouth, and 3Doors Down.

TUES THRU SAT
Noon & 3:00 PM

 

 

A radio announcement…
an excited phone call…       

  and our sly gumshoe, 
  Skye Watcher is on the case!

TUES THRU SAT
10:00 AM

 

 

The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our 
Solar System and beyond!  Explore the planets 
and their moons, and search the night sky for 

distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.  

TUES THRU SAT
2:00 PM

 

 

 

 

Running time:  37 minutes 

The Stars are Back in 
Rivertown! 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 16, 2010 
 
 
 
 

Native American Music Day 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
 
 

Kenner's Rivertown 
$3.00 adults, $2.50 Children & Seniors 

 
 
 
 
 

For info call 468-7231 
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From the Editor
Capitano or Yenni? Kenner voters have a real choice to make in 
March 27 mayoral election
BY ALLAN KATZ

Change is in the 
wind all across the 
metro area.

In New Orleans, a new mayor has been 
swept into office by an unprecedented 
majority in a first primary victory. A 
new mega medical corridor is headed 
for development and the city of New 
Orleans is poised for possible the greatest 
progress we will see in our lifetimes. In 
Jefferson Parish, a new parish president 
will be elected in October. The Saints 
have won the Super Bowl. A lot of 
optimism is in the air.

And, in Kenner, an incumbent mayor 
has chosen not to run again, although he 
would have been favored to win a second 
term had he sought it. In his absence, a 
former mayor and councilman will take 
on an experienced veteran of parish and 
city of Kenner government.

The race between Phil Capitano and 
Mike Yenni, to put them in alphabetical 
order, should make for a fascinating 

campaign.
Both are comparatively young men, 

filled with lots of enthusiasm, optimism, 
self-confidence and determination. 
While their personalities could hardly 
be more different, each is backed by 
fired-up supporters who are filled with 
passion, fervor and emotional feelings 
about their respective candidates. It will 
be a memorable campaign which should 
be decided on March 27 with only two 
candidates campaigning in the race. 
(Jefferson Parish Councilman Louis 
Congemi, who qualified to run, was 
supposed to drop out for health reasons 
but at press time he had not formally 
withdrawn and is name will appear on 
the ballot.)

Here, then is part of what their 
respective resumes say about the two 
candidates, Phil Capitano and Mike 
Yenni, presented in alphabetical order. To 
see a full list of their accomplishments and 
credentials as presented by the candidates 

themselves visit votephilcapitano.com 
and electmikeyenni.com.

Capitano was named business 
development director for the city of 
Kenner in 1990 by the mayor at that 
time, Aaron Broussard. Six years later, he 
announced his candidacy for the District 
5 seat on the Kenner City Council and 
won the election.

As a city councilman Capitano lead the 
way to turn an untouched tract in north 
Kenner into a city park which eventually 
was approved, took shape and now 
serves the public. He was responsible 
for getting donated funds to build the 
park’s pavilion. During his council term 
Capitano oversaw the development of the 
rest of the Loyola tract, the largest piece 
of undeveloped land in Kenner, which 
was located in his district, bringing a Wal-
Mart, restricted numbered apartments, 
landscaping and subdivisions to the city.

Capitano was elected to two four-year 
terms as the District 5 city councilman 

and served from 1996 to 2004. In 2004, 
when Kenner Mayor Congemi was 
elected to the Jefferson Parish Council, 
Capitano ran for mayor in a special 
election to fill the two-year unexpired 
term of the departing Louis Congemi and 
won the election. Capitano was in office 
as Kenner’s mayor when Hurricane 
Katrina swept over the city.

During his two-year tenure as 
Kenner mayor, among Capitano’s 
accomplishments were initiating the 
city’s first domestic violence court, 
establishing K-TV Channel 76 and 
helping pass civil service status for city 
employees.

In 2006, when running for re-election 
as Kenner mayor after serving two years 
in office, Capitano was defeated by 
challenger Ed Muniz in a runoff election.

Mike Yenni started working in 
governmental jobs over 14 years ago. He 
worked in the Congemi, Capitano and 

Political Review
Time to abolish useless position
of lieutenant governor
BY JEFF CROUERE

Louisiana state 
g o v e r n m e n t 
is filled with 

unneeded positions that only add to our 
bloated budget. One perfect example 
is the office of lieutenant governor. 
Maybe in good economic times such 
a ceremonial position can be justified, 
but not today. Currently, the state of 
Louisiana is facing a severe fiscal crisis 
and Governor Bobby Jindal is proposing 
significant spending cuts to balance 
the budget. He is also recommending 
that the office of lieutenant governor 
be eliminated, which bolsters the 
viewpoint of budget reformers who 
have long advocated that the position is 
unnecessary.

Clearly, this is one of the governor’s 
best ideas. At one time, the lieutenant 
governor served as president of the 
state Senate and performed very 
important tasks. Over the years, various 
administrations have pared down the 
job role description of the lieutenant 
governor. Today, the office of lieutenant 
governor has very limited duties and 
is needless in our state government. 
Several years ago, the state eliminated 
the position of elections commissioner. 
The duties of that office were assumed 
by the secretary of state and the state of 
Louisiana did not suffer at all. Similarly, 

we would survive if we eliminated 
the lieutenant governor position and 
the scant duties of that office were 
transferred to another state office holder.

To abolish the position, the Louisiana 
Legislature will have to pass a 
bill with a two-thirds majority. In 
preparation for the upcoming session, 
state Representative Cameron Henry 
(R-Metairie) is working on legislation 
which would shut down the entire office 
of lieutenant governor and divide the 
few real duties of the position among 
other state departments. Henry claims 
that there is strong support from both 
Democratic and Republican legislators 
for his bill, which will save taxpayers 
about $10.5 million per year. The 
position comes with a handsome salary, a 
large bureaucracy and a myriad of costly 
vehicles and offices.  Unfortunately, the 
House Speaker Jim Tucker (R-New 
Orleans) has downplayed the possibility 
that the bill will pass. He claims that 
there is not enough support in the 
Louisiana Legislature and, politically, 
it makes sense. Legislators don’t like 
eliminating any political positions 
because they want to keep their own 
selfish options open. However, if the 
public gets engaged in this issue and 
puts enough pressure on the legislators, 
they will eventually pass the bill. The 

fate of the bill depends on whether 
it attracts the attention and vigorous 
support of the people of Louisiana.

If the bill passes, the next step is a 
statewide vote because it will involve 
an amendment to the state constitution. 
It will require the approval of the voters, 
but there is little doubt that a strong 
majority of voters support abolishing 
the office of lieutenant governor. 
For example, in an on-line poll at 
www.lanewslink.com, 73 percent of 
respondents favored the elimination of 
the office.

If the duties of lieutenant governor 
were truly important and substantial, 
Mitch Landrieu would have been unable 
to take a leave of absence in the last two 
mayoral election cycles to run for mayor 
of New Orleans. Landrieu has used the 
office as a platform to campaign for the 
job he really covets. While Landrieu 
has not embarrassed the state and has 
seemingly done a decent job, most 
tourism officials cannot point to any 
concrete accomplishments during his 
tenure. When I asked one local hotel 
executive what Landrieu had done as 
lieutenant governor, he said, “I really 
don’t know.” The same thing can be said 
about all of the recent politicians to hold 
the state’s number two position.

continued on page 34

continued on page 36
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Government
Saints and Mardi Gras helped 
us over the winter hump
BY Ed MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor

February this year 
was an emotional 

high point for many in this area. While we 
entered the month with worries about the 
economy, very cold days and the beginnings 
of the next budget process, we received the 
greatest high that we could imagine thanks 
to the New Orleans Saints, its first national 
championship and its coincidental overlap 
with this year’s Mardi Gras season.

It made for an extended celebration of 
the Saints’ winning the Super Bowl and 
the NFL championship. It also heightened 
international attention on our Carnival 
season, this area’s strong cultural heritage 
with Mardi Gras, jazz and the enriching 
contributions from every group of peoples 
who settled here since New Orleans was 
founded in 1716. By extension that loyalty 
was amply demonstrated in the way locals 
displayed their deep allegiance to the Saints 
over 43 years, come hell or high water.

February provided an opportunity to 
search ourselves and our souls to better learn 
who we are and where we hope to be at the 
end of the next 10 years.

Like a good gumbo, let’s not forget that 
the month was seasoned by Valentine’s Day 
and an historic election in New Orleans.

Kenner’s celebration of Lundi Gras, the 
day before Mardi Gras was well received 
and promoted by local media. The Who Dat 
nation was out in force and, to its delight, 
most of the Saints heroes were on the streets 
to receive their well-deserved recognition 
and adulation.

Greater New Orleans showed the world 
it can take greatness in stride. Crowds 
gathered at the airport to wish their team 
well when it returned home. Fans jammed 
the streets of New Orleans the Tuesday after 
the Super Bowl for a hastily assembled mega 
parade to say thanks. There were very vocal 
thanks but no riots or cars set on fire. Yes, 
our community knows how to celebrate. It’s 
something we have learned on the streets 
since we were children. We understand the 
protocol on the streets, on ladders and from 
reviewing stands.

We know how to behave when invited to 
the party. We hope to be invited back next 
year and the year after that. And so on…
Geaux Saints. Who Dat? We Dat!

Don’t forget, there is an election March 
27 in Kenner for mayor and city council. Be 
sure to vote. 

Mayor Muniz can be reached at 468-7240 
or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Catholic Elementary School

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School Announces  
the Opening of a Pre-K 2 Program

CAll fOr infOrmAtiOn - 504.468.3524
Private tours Available

4119 St. Elizabeth Drive • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Grades Pre-K 2 through 7 

www.seasschool.org • elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord”
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,  

national and ethnic origin in the administration of their educational policies.

Elizabeth Ann Seton_Kenner Star_PK2_2010.indd   1 2/17/10   2:21:15 PM

For the past three years the goal 
of the Community Development 
Department has been to bring a better 
qualtiy of life to the residents of 
Kenner. To this end, the department 
has been successful. This past year, 
the department has expanded its tasks 
to become multi-facted in its services 
seeking to address the needs of Kenner 
residents. Community Development 
has emerged as a great resource for 
the youth, elderly, handicapped, non-
English speaking and low to moderate 
income neighborhoods and famalies.

Through our department’s efforts the 
city of Kenner is a source of assistance 
to many citizens and households 
of Kenner, offering and providing 
services, information and varied forms 
of financial assistance. This past year 
a first-time homebuyer’s assistance 
department was created in Kenner. This 
program provided a grant to income-
eligible households of up to $50,000 
toward purchasing their first home in 
Kenner. If not for this program, sixteen 
low-income families became new 
homeowners would not be today. The 
program was so successful that efforts 
are underway to apply for additional 
grants to capitalize the program and 
make it available for Kenner residents 
again this year.

This past year the department was 
busy applying for grants. The hard 
work and long hours endured by our 
staff paid off. The department was 
successful in applying for CDBG-R 
funding made available to local 
governments through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA). Funding of $180,000 was 
received for needed infrastructure 
projects that provide basic services 
to residents and activities to promote 
beautification, energy efficiency and 
conservation through the retrofitting 
of existing buildings. Projects funded 
included Kenner Avenue drainage 
improvements, Westgate area drainage 
and street improvements, additional 
improvements to the old Wentwood 
Gym and enhancements at the A. P. 
Clay Complex.

The department was also successful 
in applying for HPRP funding from 
Jefferson Parish and the state’s Office of 
Community Services. Collectively, the 
city of Kenner was awarded $350,000 
as a result of the department’s efforts. 
This two-year grant will become 

available Monday, April 5, 2010 to assist 
the homeless, elderly, handicapped 
and income-eligible households with 
counseling and supportive services, 
financial assistance with identifying 
suitable housing, paying rent and 
utility bills in arrears and emergency 
hotel accommodations for families 
following a fire.

The department has once again 
chosen to work in partnership with the 
Volunteers of America to offer eligible 
Kenner homeowners assistance through 
the Repair on Wheels (ROW) program. 
This program provides in-home safety 
inspections and free minor repairs to the 
homes of the elderly and handicapped 
unable to do so themselves. Examples 
of assistance provided include 
repairing a leaking faucet, installing 
an additional light switch, installing 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, 
building exterior handicapped ramps 
for the mobility impaired and more. 
Applications and funding is available 
now. Interested persons can call 466-
0697 or visit the Martin Luther King 
Community Resource center located 
at 1042 31st Street. You can also visit 
the Hispanic Resource Center at 4312 
Florida Avenue or call 469-2570 for an 
application or additional information.

This month the Hispanic Resource 
Center (HRC) will be hosting its 
annual health fair on Saturday, March 
20, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The center is working with the Social 
Security Administration and LSU 
Healthcare Network to provide free 
health screenings for the community 
including blood pressure, glucose, 
cholesterol and vision testing. 
Some of the organizations who will 
provide information on their services 
are Louisiana Medicaid, Diabetes 
Management and Supplies, CENSUS 
2010, Peoples Health, Tobacco Free 
Living (LPHI), Senior Health Insurance 
Information Program (SHIP), H & R 
Block, Sulli Educational Services and 
the AARP Driver’s Safety Program. 
This event is free and open to the 
public. For more information call the 
HRC at 469-2570.

With all of the above mentioned 
initiatives, we are looking forward to 
an even  brighter future for all of the 
residents of Kenner. 

Kenner Community Development 
Director Arleeta Terrell can be reached 
at 468-7564 or cd@kenner.la.us.

The Community
Development Department 
succeeds in its goals
BY ARLEETA TERRELL
Kenner Community development director
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Now we’re serving up all of your hearty, 
homestyle favorites to-go. And to 

celebrate, we’re inviting you to stop 
by for some great food, on us. 

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or 
gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 03/31/10. 

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or 
gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 03/31/10. 

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or 
gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 03/31/10. 

Free chocolate pecan

brownie

Freesausage
biscuit

Free kids’ meal
For Kids 12 and under with adult meal purchase of $5.99 or more.

Available only from 6:30 am to 10:30 am.

3117 Loyola Drive • Kenner, LA 70065
6:30 am - 10:00 pm

the grand opening
celebrate
of the new piccadilly express

Our first drive thru location.

Stop by and

PICC09-383 KENNERstar v3.indd   1 12/7/09   11:14 AM

Police
Crime prevention tips for 
seniors
BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Crimes against 
the elderly 

are senseless 
and frustrating, but also preventable. 
Criminals use various schemes to take 
advantage of seniors and often view these 
good-natured and trusting individuals as 
easy targets. The advice offered below is 
effective, practical and can prevent you 
from becoming a victim of crime.

To avoid being the victim of a scam, 
don’t let anyone talk you into withdrawing 
money from your bank, credit union or 
other financial institutions. Never give 
money to someone who asks you to do 
this, even if that individual claims to be 
a bank official or police officer. Financial 
institutions don’t operate this way and 
you should notify the police immediately 
if you feel that someone is trying to take 
advantage of you. Furthermore, if anyone 
ever approaches you with a get-rich-quick 
scheme, just remember, when something 
sounds too good to be true, it usually is.

Con artists also pose as contractors; 
soliciting bogus repair businesses and 
often collecting a fee up front. In many 
cases they leave after doing little or 
no work, while other unscrupulous 
contractors charge an outrageous 
amount of money for their services. If 
a contractor arrives at your doorstep, 
you should discuss business outside. 
Allowing strangers inside your home 
increases the chances of you becoming 
a victim. The best defense against this 
is to be selective in who you hire. Get 
recommendations from family and 
friends and seek out companies that are 
licensed and reputable.

While con artists will take your money 
through lies and deceit, other criminals 
will try to break into your home in 
order to get what they want. You should 

alert the police right away if you notice 
anyone suspicious loitering in your 
neighborhood. Let your neighbors know 
when you’re going out of town and use a 
timer to turn your lights on and off while 
you’re away. Never hide or leave a key 
to your home under a mat or other place 
where a criminal might find it.

Vary your daily routine and don’t 
leave notes on your door when you 
leave. When shopping, don’t display 
large sums of money and never leave 
bags or possessions unattended. Ladies 
should keep purses close to the body, 
as many crimes against the elderly are 
purse snatchings. Only carry what you 
need and try to walk in well-lit areas at 
night. Perhaps the most important thing 
to remember when in public is to always 
be alert and aware of your surroundings.

When in your vehicle, travel on well-
lit streets and keep your doors locked 
at all times. Always look around and 
inside your vehicle before entering. 
Lock all bags in the trunk and place 
your purse on the floor instead of on the 
seat beside you. If possible, travel with a 
companion. Know your route, make an 
effort to stay on major roads and never 
pick up hitchhikers.

Do not hesitate to report any suspicious 
activity or crime you may encounter. 
Some folks are unwilling or even afraid 
to talk to the police, but they shouldn’t 
be. Remember, the Kenner Police 
Department is always here to protect and 
serve you. For more information about 
safe living for seniors, please contact the 
KPD Community Relations Division at 
712-2294. 

Chief Caraway can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the 
Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com.

KPD women’s self defense course 
held in April

The Kenner Police Department will 
hold the next women’s self defense 
course on the evenings of April 5, 7 and 
8, 2010. The program teaches women 
self-defense techniques and how to 
execute them properly if they are ever 
confronted by an attacker.

The course is free and open to all 
females 13 years and over. Participants 
may take the course as many times as 
desired to learn the latest self-defense and 
safety techniques. The course is taught 
by certified police officers who conduct 
group discussions and demonstrations 
on the topics of definitions of types of 

sexual assaults, lawful means of self-
defense, abduction, risk awareness, 
recognition, reduction and avoidance, 
and self-defense techniques.

Participants will also have the 
opportunity, if they so choose, to 
practice self-defense techniques with a 
certified instructor.

For more information and to fill out 
an application, visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.
com and click the women’s self defense 
link or contact the KPD Community 
Relations Division at bnorwood@
kennerpd.com. 
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Investing

Roth IRA conversions and distributions
BY JOhN L. PREVOST

The Roth IRA can be an 
exciting way to save for your 
future retirement needs. If you 
earn income (or are married to 

someone who does and file jointly), you may be able 
to contribute to a Roth IRA – even if you participate in 
a qualified retirement plan where you work or are over 
age 70 ½. A Roth IRA is a flexible way to potentially 
build substantial retirement balances, to provide 
future tax-free income or to help accumulate possible 
significant assets, free from income taxes, for your 
heirs. Since it also offers a broad range of investments, 
there may never have been a more attractive way to 
accumulate assets.

If you are within the modified adjusted gross income 
(MAGI) limits, you can make non-deductible annual 
contributions to a Roth IRA. Contributing to a Roth 
IRA can be a viable alternative if you have been 
making non-deductible Traditional IRA contributions. 
All potential earnings growth in these accounts may 
be distributed from the Roth IRA income-tax-free 
and penalty-free if you are at least age 59 ½ and have 
had the account for more than five tax years. Your 
tax advisor and your financial advisor can help you 
determine whether a Roth IRA offers you advantages 
over a traditional IRA.

Conversion to a Roth IRA
Converting your existing Traditional IRA allows 

you to reposition your current tax-deferred traditional 
IRA to a tax-free Roth IRA by paying ordinary 
income tax, but without the 10 percent penalty 
tax, on the entire taxable amount converted. You 
will pay federal, and possibly state, income tax on 
these sums, except amounts attributed to after-tax 
contributions. Generally, these taxes are due in the 
year the conversion takes place. Once the conversion 
to the Roth IRA is completed, your tax-free earnings 
potential is maximized.

Company plan balances can be converted to Roth 
IRAs. Conversions of an eligible rollover distribution 
can be made through a direct rollover of before-tax 
and/or after-tax money from the plan to the Roth IRA 
or an amount can be distributed from the plan and 
rolled over to the Roth IRA within 60 days. A Roth 
conversion of after-tax amounts will not be taxable 
income. Any before-tax amount converted will be 
included in the IRA holder’s gross income for the year. 
The 10 percent penalty does not apply to the amount 
converted.

In the past, Roth IRA conversions were limited to 
those with MAGI of less than $100,000 and who were 
either single or married, filing jointly. But beginning 

in tax year 2010 eligibility to convert will no 
longer be limited by earned income or tax filing 
status. For 2010 conversions only, you may elect 
to pay all of your taxes in 2010 or 50 percent of 
the income resulting from the conversion will be 
included in your 2011 tax filing and 50 percent in 
the 2012 tax filing. Taxes will be paid at whatever 
federal income tax rate is applicable for those tax 
years. All taxes on conversions before and after 
2010 will be due in the year converted.

Whether to convert to a Roth IRA can be a 
difficult decision, since the action may involve the 
current payment of significant income tax. There 
are four factors that are critical in determining the 
value of a conversion to a Roth IRA:

Your expected tax bracket in retirement. 
If you expect to be in the same or a higher tax 
bracket, when you distribute the funds from your 
Roth IRA, than you are today, there may be value 
in considering a conversion.

Availability of funds to pay income taxes. 
The benefits of a conversion are increased if the 
income taxes can be paid out of non-IRA assets. 
Ways to manage your tax liability might include:

The one-time opportunity to split taxes on 2010 
conversions between tax years 2011 and 2012.

Staged conversions over a number of years, 
thereby limiting the amount of tax due in any one 
tax year.

The accumulation period. The longer the 
assets in the Roth IRA can be left untouched, the 
greater the benefit of tax-free accumulation.

Investment return. The greater the investments 
return on assets in your Roth IRA, the larger the 
tax-free accumulation and the bigger the benefit 
to you.

Rules for distribution
Roth IRAs have two types of distributions, 

qualified and non-qualified distributions. A 
qualified Roth distribution is one that meets two 

requirements: a five-year waiting period and age 59 ½, 
or as a result of death, disability or being a qualified 
first-time homebuyer. The five-year waiting period 
for Roth IRA qualified distributions begins for all of 
the individual’s Roth IRAs on January 1 of the first 
taxable year for which a contribution is made and 
ends on December 31 of the fifth year. Qualified 
Roth distributions are not subject to income tax or 
the additional 10 percent tax on early distributions. 
A nonqualified distribution is one that does not 
meet the requirements. Does that mean nonqualified 
distributions are subject to tax and the pre 59 ½ 
penalty? Not necessarily.

Unlike traditional IRAs, there are ordering rules 
when taking distributions from a Roth. The first 
dollars that come out are contributions, and they can 
be removed at any time. Because Roth contributions 
are not deductible, they are not subject to tax or early 
distribution penalty. After the contribution basis is 
depleted, the next dollars distributed are any converted 
amounts. Converted amounts are not subject to 
taxation as taxes were paid at conversion. Once assets 
are converted to a Roth IRA, penalty-free distribution 
of each conversion is available after a five-year holding 
period (beginning with the year of conversion) or age 
59 ½ has been obtained, whichever is first. Prior to 
that, distributions of converted amounts are subject 
to a 10 percent penalty, unless one of the exceptions 
applies.

The last money distributed from a Roth is earnings. 
Any distributions of earnings are tax-free and penalty-
free after five years and age 59½, or as a result of death, 
disability or being a qualified first-time homebuyer. 
Earnings taken before the five-year period has lapsed 
and the attainment of age 59½, death, disability or 
first-time homebuyer are subject to ordinary income 
tax and a 10 percent tax penalty unless one of the 
exceptions applies.

The exceptions to the 10 percent penalty are for 
age 59 ½, death, disability, eligible medical expenses, 
certain unemployed individuals’ health insurance 
premiums, qualified “first-time” homebuyer ($10,000 
lifetime maximum), qualified higher education 
expenses, Substantially Equal Periodic Payments 
(SEPP), Roth conversion, qualified reservist or IRS 
levy.

The Roth IRA imposes no requirements for 
distributions due to age.

Additionally, remember that unlike the traditional 
IRA, taking required minimum distributions (RMDs) 
is not necessary during your lifetime with a Roth 
IRA; this optimizes your opportunity to build tax-free 
wealth. Your spouse beneficiary has the right to rollover 
your Roth IRA and to treat it as their own, meaning 
they are not subject to RMDs either. This may allow 
for an additional period of tax-free compounding of 
potential earnings that can help a family grow their 
wealth. If distributions are taken, the ordering rules 
discussed above will apply. However, if the surviving 
spouse has other Roth IRAs that pre-date this rollover, 
their previous Roth IRA five-year rule will apply to 
all Roth IRAs now owned by the survivor. Your non-
spouse beneficiary should start RMDs the year after 
the year of your death if they want to take advantage 
of the stretch IRA concept.

continued on page 36
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Sports
Louisiana state wrestling championships a Kenner fixture
BY KEN TRAhAN

For the last 
12 years, the 
Louisiana High 
School Athletic 

Association has staged the state 
wrestling championships and the 
event has become a fixture in Kenner.

On Friday, February 19 and 
Saturday, February 20, the 2010 
championships took place at the 
Pontchartrain Center. The event 
proved to be a smashing success, so 
much so that a record crowd of 11,063 
fans attended, packing the facility 
in what turned out to be an exciting 
tournament.

While Kenner and the New Orleans 
area once again staged a terrific 
event, the Baton Rouge area stole the 
hardware in all three classes.

In Division One, it was expected 
to be close. For a while, it appeared 
that Jesuit would repeat as state 
champions but Tommy Prochaska’s 
Catholic Bears had other ideas.

Catholic having posted huge 
victories by top-seeds Michael Love 
at 171 pounds and John Luckett at 
189 pounds pushed Catholic past 
Jesuit 301.5 to 294.5 as the Bears 
won their second state title in three 
years, officially ending the protracted 
dominance of New Orleans area 
powers Jesuit and Brother Martin 
over the past two decades.

In all, Catholic won three individual 
titles as Chase Fresina also won at 
130 pounds. Jesuit also won three 
individual titles with Jay Ferro at 
103 pounds, David Mahoney at 125 
pounds and Patrick Fitzsimmons at 
140 pounds.

Rummel claimed a pair of state 
titles with Mark Pinero at 135 pounds 
and Scott Gibbons at 160 pounds. 
Pinero beat Jesuit top-seed Timmy 
Harris 9-7 in a big swing match in 
the team standings while Gibbons 
downed Catholic’s Patrick Bourgoyne 
6-3. The Raiders finished third with 
212.5 points. The other big loss for 
Jesuit came at 152 pounds where 
Mandeville’s Elijah Levee edged 
Jesuit top-seed Gerard Braud 3-1.

Jesuit was trying for a twenty-
fourth state title but was denied. 
Despite the close defeat, Jesuit coach 
Carlos Bertot was pleased with his 
team’s effort. “I am not disappointed 
with the way we wrestled. We gave it 
our best. Harris and Braud lost tough 
matches to good opponents who 
wrestled very well. Catholic earned 
it. We are disappointed with the result 
but not the effort,” said Bertot.

St. Paul’s finished fourth with 177 

points and had a state champion 
in Korey Miller at 145 pounds. 
Comeaux was fifth with 164.5 points. 
Brother Martin was seventh with 
137.5 points while Fontainebleau was 
ninth with 104 points and Mandeville 
finished tenth with 102.5 points. The 
outstanding wrestler in Division One 
was John Luckett of Catholic.

In Division Two, Kris Kienzle’s St. 
Michael Warriors of Baton Rouge won 
the team title with 278.5 points while 
defending state champion Holy Cross 
finished second with 227 points. Holy 
Cross won individual titles with Cody 
Pilotte at 135 pounds, Nick Michael at 
152 pounds and Stephen Kleamenakis 
at 215 pounds. Teurlings Catholic was 
third with 195 points with Bossier 
fourth at 139 points and Northside 
fifth with 121 points. Belle Chasse 
finished ninth with 71 points.

In Division Three, Jimmy Bible’s 
Brusly Panthers, another school from 
the Baton Rouge vicinity, claimed 
another state title in easy fashion with 
273.5 points while Evangel Christian 
claimed second with 149 points. North 
Vermilion and Rayne tied for third 
with 146 points while Calvary Baptist 
was fifth with 138.5 points. John 
Curtis was sixth with 130 points and 
South Plaquemines finished seventh 
with 117 points. Thomas Jefferson 
finished tenth with 58 points.

The event has grown annually, 
according to long-time tournament 
organizer Jim Ravannack of USA 
Wrestling. “We had 83 schools 
participating this year as compared 
to 75 a year ago. We had a total of 
696 wrestlers compete which is a 
high as well. The sport continues to 
grow and we are happy to have the 
showcase event here in Kenner,” said 
Ravannack.

Typically, most state championship 
events are bid out every few years. 
LHSAA Commissioner Kenny 
Henderson, speaking on the “Three 
Tailgaters Show” on WGSO, 990 
AM with Ed Daniels and I, provided 
a great deal of confidence that the 
wrestling event will continue to be 
held in Kenner.

“This is an excellent venue for the 
event and we have not bid out the 
wrestling. We do try to bid out all of 
our events and I know we have a bid 
coming up for the volleyball which 
has been here in Kenner for the past 
several years.

The problem with wrestling is 
having enough floor space and 
enough seating capacity. There are 
very few venues that meet those two 

requirements. We can find plenty of 
floor space but no seating or we can 
find plenty of seating but not enough 
floor space so this venue is great for 
what we do.

I do know that if it keeps growing 
and if we keep getting more and more 
wrestlers, then we’re going to have 
to look at some modifications in the 
tournament. We’ve had discussions 
about that. We got behind a little 
this year because we have so many 
wrestlers.

We’ve discussed about adding 
another day. We’ve also discussed if 
there was some way to add another 
mat or two mats or even have a place 
to warm up that’s not on the same mats 
could be a help, also. There are several 
things that are in the discussion.

Jim Ravannack and B.J. Guzzardo 
who really helped put this event on 
have this down to almost a science. 
All the workers know what to do. 
When the fans come in, they know 
which mats will be Division One, Two 
or Three.

It’s been consistent over the 
last several years. There are great 
volunteers that help with this event. 
This is a very good venue. It would 
take a pretty powerful bid to come 
in and take this away from Kenner 
and the Pontchartrain Center,” said 
Henderson.

Among Jefferson Parish schools, 
aside from Rummel’s strong third-
place finish, Archbishop Shaw was 
twenty-first with 42.5 points. John 

Ehret finished twenty-second with 
40.5 points. Grace King, which was 
twenty-seventh with 30 points, had a 
state finalist in Yazan Hamide at 140 
pounds who lost in the title match to 
Jesuit’s Patrick Fitzsimmons. Higgins 
was thirtieth with eight points and 
Bonnabel finished thirty-first with 
seven points.

Daniels, who serves as sports 
director of WGNO-TV and is a 
featured columnist for NewOrleans.
com/Sports, a Kenner resident since 
childhood, loves the event in Kenner 
and is proud to have it in his hometown. 
“We love having this event here. It’s 
a great event and this is the perfect 
place for it. We always enjoy covering 
the event and watching as fans,” said 
Daniels.

Based on the success of the event 
and the great job done by Ravannack 
and the LHSAA, it would appear 
that the state wrestling event will be 
in Kenner for several years to come, 
good news to Kenner businesses and 
for the growing number of fans who 
enjoy a sport which continues to grow 
rapidly in Louisiana.

Ken Trahan serves as sports director 
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and 
is president and general manager 
of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan 
is the also the general manager 
and chairman of the board of the 
Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the 
Louisiana Superdome, and runs the 
Life Resources Sports Ministry.

You don’t have to live
    with varicose veins anymore

Up to 98%
success rate.

Performed in the 
doctor’s offi ce.

Treatment in less 
than an hour.

Dr. Wagih Mando, FACS
Certifi ed by American Board of Surgery
Over 20 years in practice
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite 410, OMC-Kenner Offi ce Building
Tel. 504-464-8619
www.DrMando.com • email: surgery@drmando.com

• Gold Standard
• Painless Laser
   Treatment
• No Anethesia
• No scarring
• Covered by most 
health insurance plans

Are you tired of looking at bulging 
    veins in your legs?

Endo Venous Laser Treatment
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Automotive
Is your vehicle in tune?
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Taking care 
of your car is 
definitely a win-
win situation. 

Besides helping the environment, a 
properly maintained and operated 
vehicle will run more efficiently, 
will be safer, and will last up to 50 
percent longer according to a survey of 
ASE-certified Auto Technicians. The 
following tips should put you on the road 
to environmentally-conscious car care.

Keep your engine tuned up. A misfiring 
spark plug can reduce fuel efficiency 
by as much as 30 percent. Follow the 
service schedules listed in your owner’s 
manual. Replace filters and fluids as 
recommended.

Check your tires for proper inflation. 
Under inflation wastes fuel and your 
engine has to work harder to push the 
vehicle. Wheels that are out-of-line 
(as evidenced by uneven tread wear or 
vehicle pulling) also make the engine 
work harder. Properly maintained tires 
will last longer, meaning fewer scrap 
tires have to be disposed. Every ten days, 
motorists who drive with under-inflated 
tires and poorly maintained engines 

waste 70 million gallons of gasoline.
Keep your air conditioner in top 

condition and have it serviced only by a 
technician certified competent to handle/
recycle refrigerants. Air conditioners 
contain CFCs (gases that have been 
implicated in the depletion of the ozone 
layer). According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, almost one third of 
the CFCs released into the atmosphere 
come from mobile air conditioners. 
Some CFCs simply leak out, but the 
majority escapes during service and 
repair so it’s important to choose a 
qualified technician. 

Do-it-yourselfers: dispose of used 
motor oil, anti-freeze/coolant, tires, 
and old batteries properly. Many repair 
facilities accept these items or call your 
local municipal or county government 
for recycling sites. Never dump used 
oil or anti-freeze on the ground or in 
open streams. Each year twenty times 
the amount of oil spilled by the tanker 
Exxon Valdez in Alaska is improperly 
dumped into America’s environment by 
do-it-yourselfers.

To conserve gas heed the following 
tips:

Observe speed limits. Mileage 
decreases sharply above 55 miles per 
hour.

Drive gently. Avoid sudden 
accelerations and a jerky stop-and-go. 
Use cruise-control on open highways to 
keep your speed as steady as possible.

Avoid excessive idling. Shut off the 
engine while waiting for friends and 
family. Today’s vehicles are designed 
to “warm up” fast so forget about those 
five-minute warm ups on cold winter 
mornings.

Remove excess items from the vehicle. 
Less weight means better mileage. Store 
luggage or cargo in the trunk rather than 
on the roof to reduce air drag.

Plan trips. Consolidate your daily 

errands to eliminate unnecessary driving. 
Try to travel when traffic is light to avoid 
stop-and-go conditions. Join a car pool.

Remember that there are impacts 
to the environment if your car is not 
running as well as it should or if driving 
methods are inattentive. In addition, how 
you dispose of fluids, old parts, and tires 
also contribute to dire consequences to 
the environment. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a 
family-owned and operated full-service 
tire and automotive shop, located at 
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website 
is www.scottystireauto.com.

The number one 
selling vehicle 

in the U.S, the Toyota Camry, along 
with 10 other Toyota models, is being 
recalled by the largest auto manufacturer 
in the world. Is your vehicle involved? 
The full list of affected vehicles includes 
the 2005-2010 Avalon, 2007-2010 
Camry, 2009-2010 Corolla, 2008-2010 
Highlander, 2009-2010 Matrix, 2004-
2010 Prius, 2009-2010 Rav 4, 2008-2010 
Sequoia, 2005-2010 Tacoma, 2007-2010 
Tundra and 2009-2010 Venza.

Also being recalled are the Lexus 
2006-2010 IS 250, 2006-2010 IS 350 
and the 2007-2010 ES 350.

If you currently own one of the 
affected models you should contact 
your local dealer immediately to set up 
an appointment. You will need to have 
your vehicle identification number 
(VIN) handy as they will ask for it to 
verify the recall.

The Toyota recalls involve more than 
one problem. Presently at issue are a 
floor mat problem, sticking accelerator, 
brake problem, as well as a possible 
power steering hose problem.

If you have experienced any sort of gas 
pedal problem you should not drive the 
car and notify the dealer immediately. 
They will assist you in getting the 
vehicle to them and repaired.

I have spoken to a local service 
manager and he assures me they are 
ready and will be able to do whatever it 
takes to satisfy the owners of the affected 
vehicles and expects all problems to be 
solved within 30 days.

So where does this leave Toyota, 

the most successful car manufacturer 
ever? Damage control is underway on 
many fronts with President and Chief 
Operating Officer Jim Lentz airing 
commercials apologizing for the recalls 
and promising to make things right.

Privately they are working behind 
the scenes lobbying Congress, hiring 
attorneys and additional lobbyists to 
convince our Congress that they have 
and are doing everything possible to fix 
these problems.

The Toyota brand Lexus LS and IS 
series are my personal favorites. My only 
concern is wondering how long Toyota 
has known about these issues before 
they issued recalls? I am confident the 
complete story will unfold in the coming 
days and then the buying public will 
determine the fate of Toyota.

Meanwhile, Ford, GM and Chrysler 
are taking advantage of Toyota’s setback 
by offering incentives to trade-in a 
Toyota to purchase one of their models. 
The free market system will prevail. 

Doug Turner is president of Deal’n 
Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types 
of vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs and vans 
priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located 
at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. 
Turner, in the automobile business 
for over 30 years and an eleven year 
member of the Better Business Bureau, 
was recently appointed by Governor 
Bobby Jindal to the board of the 
Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, 
which licenses and oversees the used 
vehicle industry in Louisiana. Turner 
can be reached at 887-3131 or online at 
doug_turner@dealndougs.com.

Toyota recalls 8.5 million 
vehicles
BY dOUG TURNER

Big Bowl Entrees      Bayou Appetizers      Po’ Boy Sandwiches      Daily Specials
Dine In      Carry Out      Catering      Delivery

www.jgumbos.com      •      817 West Esplanade, Suite D      •      464-3774

For Lent
ETOUFFÉE
Our tender craw� sh in 
our hearty gold roux 

sauce with onions and 
celery and a dash of red, 
white and black pepper.

Home of the “SUPER GUMBO BOWLS”
Bourbon Street Chicken

Bumblebee Stew
Creole

Drunken Chicken Po’Boy
Voodoo Chicken Po’Boy

Jean La� tte Po’Boy

Drunken Chicken
White Chili
Jambalaya

Craw� sh Cheese Dip
Black & Blue Dip

NOLA Nachos

Voodoo Chicken
Jean La� tte

Red Beans & Rice
Gumbo

Voodoo Nachos
Homestyle Desserts

$5 .98
Everything only

J.GUMBO’S

No appointments necessary

339 W. Esplanade
468-3617

Monday-Friday 10-7
Saturday 9-4

$5Off Perms, HiLites or Foils
expires 3/31/10

1 monthTanning $39.95
no contract

New SUPERBED
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Latin American News
Hispanic Vote
BY RAFAEL E. SAddY

Once an individual becomes 
a naturalized American citizen, 
they acquire many of the 
same rights and privileges as 

someone who was born in the United States. One of 
those responsibilities is that of being able to vote. 
By voting you become part of a democracy and 
you are able to have a say in how you want your 
country to be governed. The U.S. is a country that 
governs itself by law. Voters can cause changes and 
affect legislation. If you are a naturalized American 
citizen and have not registered to vote, make the 
time to do so to take advantage of one of the most 
important responsibilities you have acquired as a 
U.S. citizen.

There are some interesting statistics with respect 
to the registered voter list of January 24, 2010. In 
Jefferson Parish there are now 10,096 registered 
Hispanic voters, representing 3.7 percent of the 
total registered voters. When compared to the year 
2007, Hispanic registered voters increased by 18.8 
percent. The increase in all registered voters was 
only 1.6 percent. In the city of Kenner, Hispanic 
registered voters now number 3,099, representing 
approximately 10 percent of the total registered 
voters. When compared to 2007, Hispanic registered 
voters increased by 1.9 percent while total registered 
voters actually decreased by 2.2 percent.

The Hispanic community is the fastest-growing 
minority group in the United States according to 

the U.S. census and now have the choice to register 
under the ethnic classification of Hispanic, which has 
not been the case in the past. The Hispanic category 
was not formerly an option and so many Hispanics 
registered as “white.” If you are Hispanic and have 
previously registered as white, you can change 
your voter registration classification by going to the 
Jefferson Parish Registrar’s Office. It is located in the 
Joe Yenni Building in Suite 502 at 1221 Elmwood 
Parkway in Jefferson. Any other changes can also 
be made, such as change in party affiliation. The 
registrar’s office phone number is 736-6191.

The right to vote is a privilege. We must exercise 
that right to be heard and be respected as a 
community. Let’s take advantage of this privilege 
and not waste this important opportunity that we 
have by registering to vote and then by following 
up and voting. There is a waiting period so register 
now to be able to vote as soon as possible.

Community announcements
Hablemos Claro KTV-76: Hispanic TV program 

with topics of interest to the community, every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 
For more information and program schedules go to 
www.kenner.la.us and click the KTV 76 logo.

March 2 and 3: Council on the Provision of 
Governmental Services to Latin Americans. 
Review of consolidated committee reports and 
recommendations to the governor for the next 
legislative period. For information call 225-219-

4206.
March 9: Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana 

(ANDELA). General meeting. For information call 
486-1771.

March 17: Unidad Hispanoamericana, general 
meeting regarding planning for Miss Unidad 
Hispanoamericana 2010. For information call 235-
3815 or 834-2020.

March 13 – March 20: Early voting for open 
municipal primary election of March 27. Ends at 
6:00 p.m. For info call 736-9101.

March 19: Latin American Civic Association of 
Louisiana (LACAL), general meeting and planning 
for 2010. For information call 464-4619.

March 27: Municipal open primary election day, 
6:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. For Info call 736-9101.

March 27: Unidad Hispanoamericana at the 
VFW Hall in Metairie, “Friendship Cocktail,” 
presentation of the competing candidates for Miss 
Unidad Hispanoamericana 2010. Event starts at 
8:00 p.m. For information and tickets call 834-2020 
or 235-3815.

I leave you with this thought, “It is our choices...
that show what we truly are, far more than our 
abilities!” 

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin American 
Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email 
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence 
for LACAL can be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, 
LA 70064-0284.

Community
Funds still available for
subdivision grants

The parish of Jefferson, Jefferson 
Community Foundation and JEDCO 
are offering $40,000 in subdivision 
grants to encourage beautification of 
subdivision entrances and instill civic 
pride among our communities.

All Jefferson Parish subdivisions are 
eligible to apply for the grants. A grant 
can be used to improve the landscaping 
of subdivision entrance signs or 
entranceways. Work may not be located 
on private property.

Up to $1,000 per subdivision is 
available. The $40,000 still available 

is the total remaining from $50,000 
originally dedicated to fund subdivision 
grants, which began in September 2009.

Jefferson Parish’s two beautification 
groups, Jefferson Beautification Inc. 
and Friends of Jefferson the Beautiful, 
will administer these grants. Applicants 
can contact Beulah Oswald with 
Jefferson Beautification Inc. at 737-
7583 or parkwaypromenade@aol.com 
and Brook Burmaster with Friends of 
Jefferson the Beautiful at 889-8733 or 
brook@lalandscape.com. 

Community
Kenner employees raffle to benefit 
American Red Cross

Prior to the start of the Kenner City 
Council Meeting on February 18, 2010, 
at Kenner City Hall, employees of the 
city presented a check for $1,270 to the 
American Red Cross for victims of the 
Haitian earthquake.

The money was raised by the Kenner 
City Volunteer Committee by raffling 

an autographed New Orleans Saints 
football among city employees the 
first week of February. The CVC has 
also raised funds in recent months for 
the Kenner Food Bank, the American 
Heart Association, the American Lung 
Association fight against asthma and 
the American Cancer Society. 
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Patient safety month – Tips for being a safe patient
BY KEITh M. dARCEY

Health

The National 
Patient Safety 
Awareness Week 
takes place in 
March and East 

Jefferson General Hospital would like 
to take this opportunity to help bring 
awareness to our community. Everyday 
our healthcare professionals use the 
best-practices methodology to ensure 
that every patient receives excellence 
in care that is delivered in the safest 
manner possible.

Programs are in place to set the 
quality standards needed to accomplish 
this goal, and these safety programs 
are constantly reviewed and improved. 
We always monitor our patients who 
are at risk for falls, are diligent in 
implementing guidelines to reduce the 
risk of hospital acquired infections, and 
have the appropriate checks in place to 
best improve medical accuracy. All of 
these, as well as many other protocols, 
are here to give everyone the best 
overall patient experience.

Recognizing the importance of 
National Patient Safety Awareness, 
we would like to share some tips on 
how you can play a role in your safety 

while you or someone you love is in the 
hospital. We believe that by educating 
the community on patient safety, we 
can all work together to make every 
patient stay a safe one. The following 
are ways you can help our care team:

Know your medications – Prior to 
an office visit with your physician or 
your consultation with your surgeon 
before any surgery, always make a list 
of the medications you are taking, and 
also include dosage of the medication, 
any supplements you are taking and any 
drug allergies you may have. Especially 
in an emergency, carry this list in 
your wallet or purse. It will help the 
emergency department to provide the 
right care. In addition, anytime a nurse 
or physician gives you medication, 
confirm that it is correct.

Before surgery – The surgeons and 
surgical staff should review all aspects 
of what you can expect during and 
immediately after surgery. In the pre-
operative prepping for surgery, ask 
your physician to mark the surgical 
site with a pen while you are awake 
to confirm the area. Also, ask what 
antibiotics or drugs will be used during 
or after surgery to minimize the risk 

of infection and blood clots. Most 
importantly, if you sense something 
is wrong or if you don’t understand 
something that is being done, speak up 
and let the medical team know.

Preventing Infections – While in the 
hospital, it is extremely important to 
avoid any unnecessary risk of infection. 
Anyone who examines you should 
wash their hands first and have a clean 
stethoscope. Catheters should not be 
left in any longer than necessary and 
anytime a central line or IV is inserted, 
ask whether the hospital is following 
sterile procedures.

Prevent bedsores – During your 
recovery and if you have an extended 
stay in the hospital, have the medical 
team change your position every two 
hours and check for redness or sores on 
the skin to detect ulcers early. It is also 
advisable for many patients to have a 
pillow between their knees and ankles 

to avoid skin-to-skin contact or to place 
the pillow under the heels if lying on 
the back. At East Jefferson, our hospital 
beds are specially equipped to help 
reduce the risk of bedsores.

The safest patient is one who engages 
the medical professionals treating 
them. Every effort at every level is 
made to safely transition each patient 
from the hospital to their home so they 
can return to their normal life. 

Keith M. Darcey is a communications 
specialist with East Jefferson General 
Hospital located at 4200 Houma 
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be 
reached at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@
ejgh.org. East Jefferson General 
Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse 
Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, 
not-for-profit community hospital, 
providing care to the residents of the 
East Bank of Jefferson Parish and 
surrounding communities.

Family Dentistry

Most Insurance Plans Accepted.

PRACTICE RELOCATED TO METAIRIE.

The Frame Shoppe
Esplanade Mall • 464-4662

Celebrating 25 years!

25%OFF
expires 12/31/09

FIND US IN THE MALL!!!
The Esplanade mall’s best kept hidden secret!

CHRISTMAS GIFTS!
Prints, posters, 

custom framing, 
pre-framed art, 

anything in the store
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Gardening in March
BY LYNNE dIMM

This is the 
busiest month 
for gardeners and 
garden suppliers. 

Some folks have braved the cold and 
already have prepared their beds for 
spring planting. If you are not one of 
those early birds, now is the time to get 
your pitch fork out and head for your 
front garden bed. Start by pulling back 
the mulch to the front of the bed. Turn the 
soil all around the shrubs being careful 
to not disturb any roots. Mix peat moss 
and 15-5-10 fertilizer and sprinkle on 
the bed. Next, turn this mixture into the 
soil. Add new shrubs if needed and then 
plants with color to make your front bed 
inviting and enjoyable.

For garden color you can now plant 
petunias, snap dragons, dianthus, 
pansies, kale, cabbage, bacopa and 
nemesis. At the end of the month 
for more color you can plant salvia, 
impatiens, begonias, vincas, ageratum, 
cosmos, verbena, coleus, dahlia, 
gerbera, marguerite daisies, purselane, 
portulaca and copper plants.

Queen palms are very popular with 
New Orleanians. They are in the same 

class as hibiscus, crotons, ixora and 
other tropical plants and are not very 
cold hardy so do not plant them too 
soon.

You can start tomato plants, but cover 
them if there are any more cold nights. 
Get them started as early in the year as 
you can to get maximum production 
before the intense heat of summer 
affects them.

Fertilize your lawn now with lawn 
food with added iron for the boost it 
needs after a cold, windy winter.

Get outside and make a difference 
by growing beautiful living things for 
everyone to enjoy. While you are on 
your knees planting, pray for hurricane-
free seasons and more Saints Super 
Bowl wins. 

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s 
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th 
Street, is a registered and licensed 
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape 
contractor, is a wholesale grower of 
bedding plants and has over 30 years 
experience in the industry. Lynne 
Dimm can be reached via email at 
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling 
468-5467.

Gardening

Bohannan
KENNER CITY COUNCIL  DISTRICT 4

www.VoteArita.org

Fundraisers Hosted by the Bohannans
The Kenner Food Bank

Kenner Police Benevolent Fund
Metropolitan Center for Women and Children

Divine Mercy Men’s Club
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School

River Region Republican Women
Kenner Professional Business Association

The Musicians Clinic
Project Graduation

Arita and Brad Bohannan
True Community Leaders

Vote
Arita Bohannan

Kenner District 4
Councilwoman

It’s time for our elected offi cials
to be givers, not takers.
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Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large, A Election

Kenner District 5 Councilman Election

Kenner District 2 Councilman Election

Michele Branigan
Incumbent

Penny Frame
Challenger

Joe Stagni
Incumbent

Kent Denapolis
Incumbent

Bill Schwertz
Challenger

Brian Brennan
Challenger

Why are you running for the Councilwoman-at-Large position? Why are you running for office?

Why are you running for office?

The city is on the verge of making 
big changes. We can aggressively pur-
sue a direction of growth, of enticing 
businesses to operate here and main-
taining a family oriented atmosphere. 
Or we can sit on our hands and wait, 
hoping for things to get better.

I have a lot of business experience. 
I’ve handled every level of business 
from labor to management and cus-
tomer relations. On the fire depart-
ment I had to supervise personnel 
and handle emergency situations on a 
moment’s notice. Running a govern-
ment is a great deal like running a 

I am running for Councilman-at-
Large because I believe my experi-
ence on the council is needed most as 
the city faces the most difficult eco-
nomic times I have seen since I have 
served on the council. Now is the time 
when experience matters most...to at-
tract more economic development to 
the city, to increase our sales tax reve-
nues, to complete sewerage improve-
ments which have plagued the city for 
years, to maintain my record of not 
increasing taxes and to maintain the 
quality of life even during these times 
when sales tax revenues are not

Continued on page 32Continued on page 32

I am running for office because I 
believe we can do more for our city 
without increasing taxes. Stop wasteful 
spending, tighten our belt and bring 
new businesses to the city of Kenner.

What do you think are the most 
important issues in your district?

District 2 and the rest of the city 
needs drainage improvements, street, 
sidewalk and curb repairs. Over the 
past four years, the city of Kenner lost 
government grants costing us millions 
of dollars that would have repaired 

I am running for councilman in Dis-
trict 5 because I believe my district 
needs to progress and move forward. 
I have the leadership skills, work ethic 
and can and will be productive. I can 
work with our new mayor, the coun-
cil, police and fire chief to get results 
while addressing the concerns of the 
good people I have met while knock-
ing on doors in our my district. Being 
interested in city government for quite 
a while, I have wanted to get involved 
and become part of the solutions to the 
problems my district faces. As a result, 
I’ve been attending city council meet-

I am running for councilman to 
continue to make a difference in our 
community and the families of Kenner 
and bring leadership and fiscal ac-
countability and responsibility to our 
city government. I want our children 
to grow and live in a better Kenner, 
one with less crime, better drainage 
and sewerage, more economic devel-
opment and additional recreational 
opportunities. My 15 years of involve-
ment with community, professional, 
and service organizations prior to be-
ing elected gave me the insight and 
ability after I was elected to secure 

I am running for the District 5 seat 
because I know what to do and how 
to do it. I have lobbied extensively for 
funds to expedite reconstructive work 
in District 5 and have an understand-
ing of the issues facing the district 
with a clear plan of how to address 
them. North Kenner is my communi-
ty, the people are my neighbors and 
friends, and I wish to continue the 
positive changes and keep the open 
communication that has been estab-
lished with my constituents.

Continued on page 32

       Continued on page 32

Continued on page 32

Continued on page 19

Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Election

Maria DeFrancesch
Incumbent

Arita Bohannan
Challenger

Why are you running for office?
I am running for office because I have 

a clear vision of how to better Kenner 
and I’m uniquely qualified to see my vi-
sion to fruition. This is not the career 
path I had planned, but Kenner needs 
independent, civic-minded business 
people to take the lead. We need givers, 
not takers. I refuse to watch another 
“for sale” sign go up or another friend 
in business close their doors when I am 
certain I can restore my district to its 
former glory.

In addition to the code of professional 
conduct I must follow in my business, 
I pledge to you the absolute highest of 

I have been a full time representa-
tive for the people of District 4. I re-
tired from the Jefferson Parish School 
System, where I spent over 35 years 
educating and helping thousands of 
children. I felt the skills I developed 
while working in that environment, 
would serve me well as a Kenner 
Councilman. In the past four years, 
I have built a consensus with state, 
parish and city officials that have 
resulted in many projects that have 
been completed and are to be com-
pleted in the coming term. In this, my 
second and last term representing the 

Continued on page 17 Continued on page 17

Kenner City Council Candidate Questionnaire
Election Day - Saturday, March 27, 2010

Sample ballot
Page 33
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Given the challenges we face throughout the city, it is unfortunate that I have to address

this matter at all.  But my opponent seeks to divide, while I work to unite.

When my mother, Peggy Jo Yenni, and father, Michael Maunoir, ended a 24-year union, I

was devastated.  Growing up in the turmoil of a broken marriage is more than challenging.

It’s heartbreaking and life-changing.  I chose then to care for my mother, and I even took her

surname.  Today my immediate family is united behind my candidacy for mayor.  They stood

together for the first time in 14 years as I announced for Mayor, because they know that I am

determined to make Kenner one of America’s greatest cities.

Sadly, my opponent has stirred the emotions of an unhappy family member.  Susan Yenni

is my aunt, and is not a close relative.  Susan married into the family, but Yenni blood runs

through my veins.  I am proud to continue the heritage of my grandfather, Joe Yenni, and my

uncle, Mike Yenni, both courageous and honest men who viewed public service as a privi-

lege not a right.

I have shown my courage throughout my career and especially in the Muniz administration. I

have been a strong advocate for properly funding our police and fire departments.  I have

made the painstaking budget cuts forced on us by a failing national economy. I have worked to

eliminate waste, up to $2 million, so that we could focus our funding on essential city services.

I have looked into the future and have already worked to begin repairing a crumbling sewer

system neglected for decades.

I build bridges, my opponent burns them.  Now, he is preying on the emotions of my aunt.  My

deepest regret is not with Susan.  But, I am disgusted by Phil Capitano, a political opportunist

who pits family against family for his own personal gain.  It’s disgusting.  No wonder, in April

2006, 70% of the voters said “No” to him the first chance they had to vote him out of office. 

I will give Kenner more than a good name.  I will give Kenner a good reputation and a great

future.  I hope I earn your vote and confidence.  

An Open Letter from Mike Yenni 
to the Citizens of Kenner

If you would like to help Mike in his campaign for Kenner, and put an end to the divisive politics of
his opponent, please call for a lawn sign or volunteer at 469-7297 or go to electmikeyenni.com.

character and integrity not just in word, but in practice also. I will be a councilwoman 
you can be proud of.

What do you think are the most important issues in your district?
The most important issues facing my district are economic development, fiscal re-

sponsibility, street and sewerage repairs, crime and the integrity of our elected officials.
I will create incentives for new economy industries, such as technology industries, and 

advocate for Kenner’s own economic development director. I will work to make Kenner 
genuinely business friendly, including working with the administration to offer more 
online services. I will vigorously pursue outcome-based and priority-based budgeting 
that eliminates “wish list” items and focuses on core services first (public safety, public 
works, etc.), living within our means, expanding resources and saving for our future. I 

will also push for both the council and the administration to enforce penalties on all city 
contractors as a source of income and better efficiency. I will implement a five-year plan 
for street repairs. I will work with Jefferson Parish and Congress to implement the plan 
and advocate the state for the proper application and use of the DEQ funds for a better 
sewer system. I will work to ensure that the police and fire stations are properly funded. 
I will also work with our civic associations to increase neighborhood watch programs. 
In regards to recreation, I will continue to work with not only the recreation director, 
but with the booster club presidents to have the best possible programs in Kenner. I will 
enact a local ethics code with stronger ethics and disclosure regulations for elected of-
ficials and administrative employees.

I will respond to your calls. I will send bi-annual newsletters and hold town hall meet-
ings. You are the most important part of our district. 

Bohannan
(continued from page 16)

DeFrancesch 
(continued from page 16)

constituents of District 4, my experience 
and relationships are invaluable assets 
in completing the tasks begun. My expe-
rience and abilities will ensure that the 
work needed in District 4 will continue 
under the new mayor and his adminis-
tration.

What do you think are the most im-
portant issues in your district?

The most important issues facing the 
city and District 4 in the coming term 
are: 1. To continue to make city gov-
ernment totally open and transparent. 
Kenner does not need a crisis in gov-
ernment as was suffered recently by 
Jefferson and St. John parishes. 2. To 
totally revamp the city’s sewerage and 
drainage systems. We need to complete 
the projects already started and begin 
the new projects that have already been 
identified as necessary to the well being 
of District 4 and the city as a whole. 3. 
To develop a new funding formula for 
the police and fire departments that will 
allow them to continue to protect us 
even in a bad economy. 4. To continue to 
work on economic development to bring 
new stores, restaurants, etc. Major new 
economic projects will be announced 
during the next several months. 5. To 
continue current and future recreational 
improvements at Muss Bertolino Park/
Playground. 

Mark your calendar!
 

RemembeR to vote!
 

kenner election day

SatuRday, maRch 27
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Airport

BY PATRICIA MALONE, Interim director of Aviation  
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

“New Beginnings,
Greater New Orleans”

Last month was a month to 
remember. In addition to the annual 
Mardi Gras celebration, our beloved 
New Orleans Saints football team won 
the Super Bowl, bringing attention to 
New Orleans and our region for all 
the right reasons. Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport 
was pleased to be the hub in all of the 
action for aircraft ferrying both our 
team and fans to and from Miami. In 
the 72-hour period leading up to game 
day, the airport was a sea of black and 
gold with a chant of “Who Dat” heard 
throughout the terminal. Our thanks 
go out to our airlines who added 
additional flights to accommodate 
the demand from local Saints fans. 
However, the celebration at the airport 
didn’t stop with the departure. It is 
estimated that over 20,000 fans were 
on hand to welcome the Super Bowl 
winners home at the north side of the 
airfield on their return from Florida. 
Saints fans have traditionally turned 
out in this location to welcome home 
the team after an away game, but the 
welcome home crowd was a record 
turnout. Our congratulations go to the 
city of Kenner for an excellent job in 
fan control and safety.

Armstrong International Airport has 
developed a new theme for the year 
that we feel is fitting considering the 
celebratory atmosphere that abounds 
in our area. “New Beginnings, Greater 
New Orleans” is the message. The Gulf 
South and Armstrong International 
Airport have been on the road to 
recovery for a number of years now. We 
feel New Orleans has finally reached a 
significant turning point and the Saints 
Super Bowl victory is the exclamation 
point on this fact. The world now 
knows New Orleans is back! Is there 
still work to be done? Yes. However, 
we as a city, a region and an airport 
have come a long way since August 
2005. Looking to the future, we have a 
year ahead of us with new beginnings 
in a host of areas. New metro area 
governance will be in place and with 
it will come more ideas for continued 
recovery. The New Orleans Aviation 
Board and staff extend congratulations 
to the new leadership and look forward 
to working with them to promote the 
great things about our region. Using 
the Saints as an example, we as a 
region are winners and it is time to 
show it.

Soon to be visible to our traveling 

public will be the new changes at the 
airport. As I have shared with you 
for a number of months, Armstrong 
International Airport is well underway 
with a $357 million dollar capital 
improvement program. Much of the 
work to date has been behind the 
scenes with projects such as a new 
security system, firehouse and apron 
rehabilitation. Though the work 
may not have high visibility, the 
impact on the public has been. The 
work to date has provided hundreds 
of jobs and put millions of dollars 
into the local economy. By the time 
the work is finished, thousands will 
have been employed and a number 
of communities will have benefited 
financially from the economic impact.

This year extensive renovations will 
be underway inside of the terminal. 
Though care will be taken to minimize 
inconvenience to passengers, there will 
be some changes in the location of ticket 
counters and some movement of flights 
to other concourses. Be sure to allow 
a few extra minutes and check your 
boarding pass to see which concourse 
you’ll be departing from because it 
may be different than the last time you 
flew. The number of airlines serving 
Armstrong International Airport this 
spring will go from 10 to nine with the 
final merging of Northwest Airlines 
and Delta Air Lines. However in June, 
Frontier Airlines is scheduled to return 
with new daily non-stop service to 
Denver bumping our airline count 
back to 10. Another new beginning 
for the airport this year will be the 
introduction of a new director of 
aviation. As of this writing, the New 
Orleans Aviation Board has narrowed 
their national search for a director and 
will be making an announcement soon. 
We look forward to introducing our 
new leadership to the public.

As we continue on our path of 
restoration, we want to say a big 
thanks to our New Orleans Saints. You 
have given us not only a great deal to 
cheer about but an example of how to 
be a winner despite adversity. To put it 
simply – Who Dat! 

Pat Malone may be reached at 
director@flymsy.com. Check your 
local listings for the air time of the 
Armstrong International Airport 30 
minute television program, “Airport 
Alive” or view it on the airport website 
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the homepage, www.flymsy.com.

Automatic 
Transmission, Inc.

Dennis 
Automotive

2220 Airline Drive,
Kenner

466-1381
Family owned and 

operated since 1976

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

We would like to thank 
our customers for

keeping us in business 
for 36 years!

We are family owned 
automotive repair

businesses and proud 
to call Kenner home.

If you haven’t visited 
our businesses yet, 
please give us call.

We treat our customers 
like family and stand

behind our quality 
work.

Trust us to help you!

36 Years!

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Automatic
Transmission, Inc.

Dennis
Automotive

2220 Airline Drive
Kenner

466-1381

Family owned and
operated since 1976
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National experts agree Phil Capitano’s  
leadership in the aftermath of  

Hurricane Katrina was 
 

“good 
government 
and decisive 
leadership.” 
Source: The University of Chicago, Graduate School of Business 

ON MARCH 27TH,  
BRING BACK PHIL.  

3715 WILLIAMS BLVD, STE. 102, KENNER, LA  70065 
PHONE: 466-5767  WWW.VOTEPHILCAPITANO.COM 

ENDORSED BY THE JEFFERSON PARISH  
ALLIANCE FOR GOOD GOVERNMENT. 

Paid for by the Philip L. "Phil" Capitano Campaign Committee, Inc. 

What do you think are the most im-
portant issues in your district?
Sewage and drainage are huge con-
cerns in District 5 as well as substan-
dard sidewalks, and curbing on the East 
and West Loyola thoroughfares. Main-
taining the brick and mortar projects 
that alleviate these problems is very 
important to me. I actively pursue the 
removal of blighted homes and assist 
residents with code enforcement issues 
they come upon while rebuilding or im-
proving their properties. Quality of life 
is imperative in District 5, so I continue 
to improve on recreation facilities and 
parks. I procured funds for a project 
starting in September, which will add 
more lanes and a dedicated westbound 
turning lane to the I-10/Loyola inter-
section area, expected to greatly reduce 
traffic problems in that area. In the cur-
rent financial crisis I wish to stream-
line our government so no new taxes or 
service fees are passed on to residents. 
As a councilman I have supported fully 
funding the police department every 
year to ensure the safety of the citizens 
in District 5. 

Denapolis
(continued from page 16)

Energy assistance programs available to Jefferson Residents
Jefferson Community Action 

Programs (JeffCAP) opened its utility 
assistance Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Programs (LIHEAP) in 
January of this year. Only Jefferson 
Parish residents are able to qualify.

Appointments will be taken on the first 
Monday of each month, except when the 
first Monday falls on a holiday, in which 
case appointments will be taken on the 
following day. The program duration is 

through September 30, 2010, or until 
funds are depleted. An appointment 
does not always guarantee that a 
payment will be made to the applicant’s 
account. Priority is given to the elderly, 
disabled and families with children 
ages five and under. Applicants must 
bring proof of income and residency, 
such as a utility bill (energy or gas) to 
qualify. Additionally, applicants must 

bring identification for everyone in the 
household. If you applied last year, you 
must wait six months before reapplying 
for assistance.

New applicants who have never 
applied for LIHEAP are encouraged 
to apply. Contact one of the centers 
for eligibility requirements. The center 
that services the Kenner, Harahan, 
River Ridge and surrounding area 

is the Dorothy Watson Community 
Center located at 1300 Myrtle Street in 
Metairie. The center supervisor is Luisa 
Cazabon. The phone number is 736-
6480. The Metairie and Jefferson area 
is serviced by the Hazel Rhea Hurst 
Community Center located at 1121 S. 
Causeway Boulevard in Jefferson. The 
phone number is 838-4277. The center 
supervisor is Anthony Williams. 

Community

KENNER STR
website

www.kennerstar.com
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Hair StylesUnlimited
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

Serving Kenner since 1977
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

We Love Seniors
Perms, Color, Blo Styling, Roller Sets or Therapeutic Body Massage

We do it all.
We specialize in thinning hair and have
the expertise to solve your hair problems.

Extraordinary cut & color, Extraordinary wigs
Extraordinary hair, your hair, every day, all of the time.

Let us show you how!

Introductory coupon for our new clients

$10 OFF
any bill of  $40 or more, expires 5-30-10

Law
Will destroyed in natural 
disaster, what now?
BY JAMES L. MELChERS

Most people 
facing the 

aftermath of a disaster, either natural or 
personal, have little time to think about 
signing a new will right away. There are 
real life survival issues that are of the 
utmost importance. Sometimes, people 
die before they have time, thought or 
energy to replace a destroyed will.

How does Louisiana law and its court 
system provide for such situations? Is a 
will destroyed in this manner considered 
revoked? Since a will can be revoked 
by its physical destruction, this is an 
important question.

When an original of a will cannot be 
located, the courts generally presume 
that the deceased person destroyed the 
original will to make it null and void. 
However, there are natural disasters 
like Katrina and personal disasters such 
as a house fire that destroy original 
documents.

The law provides that the presumption 
that the person destroyed his will to 
revoke it can be rebutted by clear proof of 
three things. This clear proof must show 
that the person made a valid will, it must 
show proof of the contents or substance 
of the will and it must show that the will 
was not revoked by the person. These 
three items must be proven by a person 
wishing to probate a copy of a will.

A case which settled in 2009 was that 
of Mr. Day who had executed a will 
in December of 2004 in which he left 
everything to two of his three children. 
One child, a daughter, was not mentioned 
at all in the will. As Katrina approached, 
Mr. Day, a resident of Chalmette, went 
to the home of his son who also lived in 
Chalmette. He did not bring any of his 
personal papers or belongings with him 
and he had to be rescued following the 
storm.

After Katrina passed and the flood 
waters went down, residents were 
eventually given permission to return 
to their homes to retrieve whatever they 
could. Mr. Day was able to recover some 
of his savings bonds and birth records. 
However, his original will was never 
found.

Mr. Day passed in 2008. The two 
children mentioned in the will presented 
a copy of their father’s 2004 will along 
with an affidavit from the attorney who 
had prepared and notarized the will. The 
court allowed the copy of the will to be 
probated and one child was appointed 
independent executor in accordance with 
the terms of the will. Shortly thereafter, 
the child who had been omitted from the 
will filed a petition to annul the probated 

copy of the will.
Consequently, it was duty of the two 

other children to provide the clear proof 
mentioned above that showed that Mr. 
Day had made a valid will. They must 
also show proof of the contents or 
substance of the will, and they must 
show that the will was not revoked 
intentionally by Mr. Day.

At the trial, Mr. Day’s attorney testified 
that he prepared the 2004 will and that Mr. 
Day signed it in his presence. The attorney 
presented a copy of the will which he had 
retained for his records. Thus the first two 
requirements were met. The court found 
that the third requirement was satisfied 
as the overwhelming evidence of the 
case clearly and convincingly established 
that the decedent did not destroy his 
will with the intention to revoke it, but 
rather, the original will was destroyed 
along with the majority of Mr. Day’s 
other possessions in Hurricane Katrina. 
Even though the exact circumstances of 
how Mr. Day’s will came to be lost or 
destroyed are unknown, the court found 
the evidence clear and convincing that he 
did not revoke his will with the intention 
of having the third child inherit from his 
estate. Thus the third child lost in court.

A will can also be revoked by signing 
another will which specifically revokes 
a prior will. Within the first paragraph 
of the new will, there should be a 
statement that the will being signed on 
that particular date revokes any and all 
prior wills and codicils.

In conclusion, when an original will 
is destroyed by either a natural disaster 
such as Katrina or a personal disaster 
such as a house fire, it should be replaced 
with a new original as soon as possible. 
As you can see from the case discussed 
above, the attorney’s copy maintained in 
his file, played a vital role in Mr. Day’s 
last wishes being carried out.

It is important to have a seasoned 
professional assist you in your estate 
planning and it’s important that a copy 
of a will and powers of attorney be 
maintained in a safe location. The four 
basic documents everyone should have 
are a will, general procuration, a special 
limited medical power of Attorney and a 
living declaration. 

James L. Melchers is the senior 
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located 
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in 
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas 
of practice are estate planning, wills, 
trusts, successions, corporate law, 
and personal injury. Melchers can be 
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website 
at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

2009 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA

(Between W. Napoleon & W. Metaire)

Phone in orders 
305-2427

sun. - Thurs. 
10:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Fri. & sat. 
10:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Famous Burgers
100% All American Beef • NEvER FRozEN
No Additives, Fillers or Preservatives

super Dawgs
FREE ToPPiNgs

Fresh Cut Fries
Fresh squeezed Lemonade
Hand Dipped shakes

FREE FRiEs
with burger purchase

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses 

Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

$25
CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION
DISCOUNT
Present this and receive
$25 off  any tire & wheel
purchase, service, maintenance
or repair purchase of
$100 or more.

Offer expires 3/31/10. With this coupon only. Please present coupon with order. 
May not be combined with any other offer or discount. One coupon per visit. Not redeemable for cash.

OFF
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“Nothing is more important to Kenner 
than the safety of  our citizens. After 
interviewing Brian Brennan, I am 
convinced that he will be the 
levelheaded, fair-minded district 
councilman that all of  Kenner 
can count on. Brian Brennan 
as councilman will mean a 
safer Kenner for us all.”

Chief  Steve Caraway for Brian Brennan

As a family-man and businessman in Kenner, I want 
only the best for our city and neighborhoods. I agree 
with our city’s Mayor who believes we need to fix our 
archaic sewer system and fully fund the police and fire 
departments. I strongly support our code enforcement 
team in their efforts to rid the city of blight. And, with 
the proper leadership I am convinced that we will strengthen 
our businesses and bring new businesses to our city. I 
am proud to have Chief Steve Caraway’s endorsement.  
He believes, as do I, that we need a change in our district 
leadership. I hope I earn your vote and support.

Vote #19
Early Voting March 13-20 

Election Day Saturday, March 27
www.brianbrennan.net

Real Estate

BY LINdA R. MARTIN

It’s a buyers’ market for 
real estate investors, too

Turn on any 
financial news 

program and at some point you’ll 
hear the experts extolling the virtues 
of diversification. Real estate, even 
through the market downturn, has long 
been considered a conservative, long-
term strategy to growing wealth.

In fact, that very downturn has 
created an historic buying opportunity 
for potential homebuyers and investors 
alike. The combination of lower home 
prices across America and historically 
low mortgage rates, two essential 
factors that usually don’t trend in the 
same direction, have triggered a buyer’s 
market in many areas of the country. 
For real estate investors who want to 
rent their properties, this can make the 
difference in achieving positive cash 
flow sooner or right off the bat.

While some seasoned real estate 
investors make it look easy, to be 
successful, beginners should follow 
some basic principles.

Learn all you can. Before committing 
your cash, you should have a 
fundamental understanding of real 
estate. For example, be aware that, in 
general, investment properties are not 
liquid investments. Barring exceptional 
circumstances, real estate does not sell 
at a moment’s notice. It could take days 
or months to sell a property, depending 
on the strength of the market in a 
particular region. 

Consider cash flow. You’ll need to 
have enough capital on hand to cover 
any short-term losses due to vacancies 
between tenants.

Start small. Look into buying a 
condominium, single-family home 
or a duplex. Leave large apartment 
buildings and commercial properties to 
the pros.

Inquire at the local Chamber of 
Commerce about companies relocating 
into or out of the area. Company 
movement is one indicator of demand 
for rental and/or office space.

Find a property that will be in 
demand. Look for a moderately priced 
home with three or four bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and a garage that sits on a 

quiet street.
Research the property. The most 

common way first-time investors lose 
is by failing to investigate a property 
thoroughly. Look beyond the front 
door. Investigate the reputation of 
the school district, the crime rate, and 
plans for expanding a nearby highway 
or developing vacant land. Ask a local 
real estate professional about the area, 
its history, and how fast (or slow) 
properties are moving.

Inspect the home you’re considering 
for signs of water damage, such as 
stains on the ceiling and crinkling or 
gathering wallpaper; open and close 
every door and window; and check all 
electrical sockets by plugging in an 
appliance. Get an independent home 
inspection, roof inspection and termite 
inspection. Unexpected repair costs can 
eat away your cash flow. Because even 
the best inspection can’t always predict 
problems, try to set aside some of the 
rental income for unexpected repairs.

Spend time driving the streets of the 
neighborhood noting the condition of 
other properties. Are lawns maintained? 
Are roofs in good shape? Are homes 
kept up?

Be ready to make fixes quickly and 
respond to the renter’s needs. If you’re 
not prepared to be a hands-on landlord, 
consider hiring a property management 
firm.

See your tax advisor for related 
planning and laws that can affect your 
investment decisions.

Remember, investing in a property 
is much different than living in one, 
and while emotion and attachment can 
be prime motivators when it comes to 
homes, it is return on investment that 
counts when investing in real estate. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed 
in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-
6464 or at her office located at 4140 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA, 
USA. Prudential Gardner Realtors is 
an independently owned and operated 
member of Prudential Real Estate 
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial 
company. Visit the Prudential website 
at www.prudentialgardner.com.

TELL OUR ADVERTISERS
YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER STR
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1-800-223-2060 | www.gulfbank.com 

“Gulf Coast Bank & Trust 
gave me the funds I needed 

to rebuild and expand my 
business.” 

MEMBER
FDIC

2009 Top Lender for the Louisiana Market *

* Ranking as of 9/30/2009

10-39-31 kenner sba.indd   1 2/22/10   12:06 PM

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)

new orLeAns’ home CooKing!
Two Convenient locations...

one great menu!!!

kenner
910 W. esplanade
@ Chateau next to Burger King

463-3030

metairie
1001 live oak

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.
838-0022

www.mredsno.com

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

Lenten Seafood Dinners

Fish Plates
Shrimp Plates
Combo Plates

Stuffed Crab Plates

Crawfish Pasta
Crawfish Kickers

Hush Puppies
Seafood Gumbo

Shrimp Creole

Phone-in Orders  •  Visa/Mastercard Accepted
3310 Florida Ave.  •  Kenner, LA  70065  •  504-469-6736

March 5, 12, 19, 26              April 2       •  11am - 7pm

Fitness
Got results?
BY YVETTE dUSSOUY

Your workout 
regimen is in 
place. You think 
you’ve been 

faithfully attending classes and listening 
to your instructors. So, how are your 
results? Do you notice a difference in 
how you look and feel? If not, then it’s 
time to gauge the intensity level that 
you’re putting into your workout.

Intensity is basically a measure of 
how hard you are working. Keeping 
tabs on your intensity is imperative if 
you want to gain the best fitness results. 
If you waltz leisurely through your 
workout, it will only frustrate you in the 
end, when you see a lack of results. At 
the same time, pushing yourself beyond 
your safe intensity limits is a recipe for 
injury and burnout.

It is suggested that exercisers check 
for intensity level about every ten 
minutes. This way, you’ll know if 
you’re putting out the right amount of 
effort to gain results without risking 
injury.

The three most common methods 
for measuring workout intensity are 
target heart rate, the talk test and rate of 
perceived exertion.

Target heart rate – The Mayo Clinic 
offers a simple formula to determine 
your target heart rate. Subtract your age 
from 220 to find your maximum heart 
rate. This is the highest limit of what 
your cardiovascular system can handle 
during exercise. If you multiply that 
number by 65 percent and 85 percent, 
you’ll find a safe target heart rate range. 
Your goal is for your heart beats per 
minute to stay within that range.

Talk test – With the talk test, your 
ability to speak gauges your intensity 
level. If you can’t carry on a simple 
conversation, then you’re working 
too hard, and you need to slow 

down. However, if you find yourself 
discussing the finer points of this year’s 
Super Bowl , without missing a beat, 
then you probably need to step it up a 
notch!

Rate of perceived exertion – Using 
a scale of one to 10, rate of perceived 
exertion (RPE) is a simple way to 
measure workout intensity. When 
you’re relaxing in bed, consider your 
RPE to be at level one. On the flip 
side, if you’re sprinting down the 
street hollering at your favorite Saints 
player, you’re probably at level 10. 
For your workouts, the American 
Council on Exercise suggests that you 
stay between a range of three to five 
on the RPE scale. Novice exercisers 
will want to spend more time at level 
three, whereas experienced athletes 
can log more minutes at an elevated 
level. These levels can also be viewed 
on a perceived exertion chart during 
an exercise class and discussed with a 
certified instructor.

Set a plan to measure your intensity 
level several times during your next 
workout. Be honest with yourself. Are 
you putting out the right amount of 
effort to get results? 

Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years 
has owned and operated the Kenner 
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which is 
located at 4228 Williams Boulevard. A 
certified instructor for over 18 years, 
Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter 
Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the 
past 12 years. Dussouy can be reached 
at 464-4600 or jazspot@aol.com. The 
Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes 
early morning, morning, afternoon, 
evenings and weekends – some include 
childcare. This class schedule includes 
classes for the overweight through the 
very fit. For the complete schedule visit 
www.jazzercise.com.

Community
Library “Big Book Sale” at
Ponchartrain Center in March

The Friends of the Jefferson Public 
Library will hold their semiannual 
“Big Book Sale,” on Thursday, March 
11 through Sunday, March 14, 2010, 
at the Pontchartrain Center, located 
at Williams Boulevard near Lake 
Pontchartrain in Kenner. Hours are 
Thursday through Saturday from 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday 
from noon to 5:00 p.m. Over 60,000 
gently used books, DVDs, CDs, video 
tapes, music tapes and records will 
be offered for sale at very reasonable 
prices. For this sale, there is an 

exceptional collection of wine and 
spirits books, cook books, travel 
books and VCR tapes for both adults 
and children.

Cash, checks and major credit and 
debit cards will be accepted. There 
is free admission and plenty of free 
parking. For more information, call 
the Friends of the Library at 455-
2665 or email friendsjpl@yahoo.com. 
All proceeds from the sale benefit the 
Jefferson Parish Libraries in their 
continuing effort to recover from 
Hurricane Katrina. 
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“Four years ago the residents of District 3 honored me with 
their vote to represent their interest in our Kenner City
government. Through this partnership we successfully

accomplished a number of major projects which are now
clearly visible throughout District 3. I am proud to have

played a role in this“TEAM” e� ort.

In February you again expressed further con dence in the 
achievements of our partnership and elected me to another 

term without opposition, for which I am deeply grateful.

There are still issues to resolve and new projects to
complete in our district; however, I am con dent now,
more than ever, that our team e� ort will only serve to

enhance the future progress in District 3.

Again, THANK YOU for the vote of con dence you have given 
me and together let’s continue moving Kenner forward.”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The Zahn Family
Ben and Dawn

Blake, Huggie, Ben IV and Spirit Paid for by the Ben Zahn Campaign

The Voice of Reason

Leadership Results Experience

BraniganMichele

When experience matters most.
 Re-elect Michele Branigan Councilwoman at Large Division A, #8.

Paid for by the Michele Branigan campaign fund.

MiChelle 
CulliSon

Social media expert to
speak at KPBA meeting

The Kenner Professional Business 
Association will hold its monthly 
luncheon meeting on Tuesday, March 
16, 2010 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
located at 2829 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner. Networking begins at 
11:30 a.m. and lunch starts at noon. 
Reservations are required to attend.

Michelle Cullison, a media strategist 
and president of Daystar New Media, 
Inc., will be the speaker. Cullison will 
speak on how to leverage the power 
of Wordpress, Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn and more for business. 
Since 1993, Cullison says she has 
helped hundreds of businesses 
utilize the web to its fullest business 
potential. Through speaking, training 
and consulting services, Cullison 
equips companies to include social 
media into their marketing and 
communication plans. Cullison has 
helped clients use social media for 
internal communications, search 
engine optimization, marketing, 
public relations and customer support. 
Through seminars and a social media 
boot camp, Cullison provides a 
method to equip individuals and teams 
to develop a strategy and implement 

social media best 
practices into 
their business 
processes.

C u l l i s o n 
has spoken to 
a s s o c i a t i o n s , 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s 
and corporations 
delivering her 
content to suit 
the needs of 
clients by providing them with a 
deeper understanding of why, how 
and when to use new communication 
tools like Facebook, LinkedIn and 
Twitter.

Cullison serves on the executive 
committee and board of the Jefferson 
Chamber of Commerce as the chair 
of the Communications Committee. 
She is a professional member of 
the National Speakers Association 
and serves on the board of the New 
Orleans Chapter.

The KPBA is a community-based 
networking organization for men and 
women. For more information about 
the club call 962-3930 or visit www.
kpba.biz. 

Community
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mammogram can save a life. 

1

You lead a busy life and that’s why we set aside one day just for mammogram screenings – because life-saving 

care begins with the right diagnosis at the right time. Make Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner your choice for 

healthcare with peace of mind.

1 Saturday a month just for mammogram appointments.

- State-of-the-art imaging technology

- Convenience – we’re located near you

- Friendly responsive patient care

ochsner.org/kenner

- Easy scheduling and fast test results

- Same-day or next-day appointments – 
and NOW Saturday appointments

Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner offers: 

Saturday Mammogram Screenings
1st Saturday of every month
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Women’s Services at Ochsner.

Call the Ochsner Kenner Outpatient Diagnostic & 
Therapy Center to schedule an appointment. 

504-712-2800
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner takes pride
in growth and quality of care
BY PAOLO ZAMBITO

In a little more 
than three years, 
Ochsner Medical 

Center-Kenner has experienced rapid 
growth and made significant progress in a 
multitude of specialties and departments. 
We continue to employ high-performing 
physicians and staff to support our new 
services that until recently were not 
available in Kenner.

One of OMC-Kenner’s great 
achievements is in the care of patients who 
have had a heart attack. The benchmark 
standard in reperfusion (or restoration of 
blood flow) during a heart attack is 90 
minutes from arrival at the ER to the time 
the blocked artery is opened. The average 
time it takes at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner is consistently below 90 minutes 
and has been as low as 36 minutes, which 
is well under the national average in the 
New Orleans region according to AMI 
Core Measures. A more effective and 
streamlined process has achieved lower 
door to reperfusion times, thus improving 
the outcome and survival rates of patients 

experiencing a heart attack.
A heart attack is not the only situation 

that is time critical. When it comes to 
a stroke, OMC-Kenner knows just how 
crucial time is to each and every patient. 
Therefore, a new system called remote 
evaluation of acute ischemic stroke 
(REACH) was recently implemented 
which will allow neurologists at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Jefferson 
Highway, the “hub,” to provide consults 
to its “spoke” hospitals, including 
OMC-Kenner, for remote stroke 
evaluation. This telestroke service will 
enable patients to receive immediate 
evaluation when every minute counts.

OMC-Kenner has also opened a new 
Infusion Center with a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere. This center will not only treat 
cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy, 
but also patients with multiple sclerosis, 
osteoporosis, rheumatoid arthritis, as 
well as those with low white blood cell 
(neutropenia) or red blood cell (different 
forms of anemia) counts and patients with 
infections who require IV antibiotics.

From ultrasound, mammograms 
and bone density, CTs, MRIs, nuclear 
medicine, cardiac/pulmonology testing 
to physical/occupational/speech therapy, 
OMC-Kenner’s Outpatient Diagnostic 
Center offers the access to highly 
specialized radiologists in the region 
working with the advanced equipment 
that is available. Ochsner understands the 
importance of scheduling and performing 
tests in a timely manner. The facility can 
handle numerous diagnostic tests and 
have the results quickly back to the doctor 
within 24 hours if not immediately.

OMC-Kenner also offers wound care 
and hyperbaric oxygen therapy to benefit 
those diagnosed with diabetic wounds, 
pressure ulcers, venous stasis ulcers, non-
healing surgical wounds, burns, arterial 
and vascular ulcers and severe infections 
(as a supplement to antibiotics). OMC-
K’s wound care and hyperbaric services 
promote healing of diabetic foot ulcers 
which are a common cause of leg 
amputations in diabetic patients.

Some of the other exciting things 

happening at OMC-Kenner include 
screening mammograms now being 
offered on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. 
until noon, as well as a new cardiac 
catheterization lab which gives us the 
ability to perform cardiac, peripheral 
and electrophysiology procedures with 
the latest technology. It is our hope 
that all Kenner residents will take the 
opportunity to see what our growing 
facility has to offer. Patients deserve 
accessible and quality service and OMC-
Kenner is dedicated to providing this to 
our neighbors in Kenner. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive 
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner and has served in this role for four 
years. Zambito has been at the Kenner 
facility for over 18 years. Zambito, who 
serves on the boards of the National 
Kidney Foundation of Louisiana and the 
Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of 
Kenner is also a member of the Jefferson 
Chamber of Commerce and the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana.

Section 2 • page 25

Sample Ballot
on page 33

Bring it with you to the
voting booth

Kenner elections
Saturday, March 27

Baseball season 
is around the 
corner as the city 
of Kenner begins 
its try-outs this 
month. We need 

to make sure that our children are in 
the best shape possible to help prevent 
injury to their throwing arms and 
prevent soreness from running.

This is a good time to begin a pre-season 
throwing program with both boys and 
girls that will be participating in baseball 
and softball. The throwing program will 
strengthen their arms in preparation for 
throwing and help prevent pain in the 
shoulder and elbow areas that are most 
vulnerable to injury. Beginning a throwing 
program is easy, but it must be continued 
for a two to three week period of time. 
There are six different throwing phases 
that represent changes in the length of the 
throw within the program. Each phase of 
the program consists of two steps. The first 

step is 25 throws performed twice with a 
15-minute rest period in between. The 
second step of each phase is 25 throws 
performed three times with 15-minute rest 
periods. The first phase starts from 45 feet, 
the second phase from 60 feet, the third 
phase from 90 feet, the fourth phase from 
120 feet, the fifth phase from 150 feet and 
the sixth phase is from 180 feet. The last 
two phases of the program can be left off 
if your child is younger than 12 years old.

Progress your child from one step to 
another with one day rest in between if 
there is no arm soreness noted. If arm 
soreness is present, continue at that phase 
until the pain subsides. Performing a 
throwing program in the pre-season will 
help build arm strength and most of all will 
help prevent injury.

Conditioning is also an important 
part of a pre-season program. Start a 
conditioning program four to six weeks 
before try-outs. Begin with light-running 
activities to help condition the legs. This 

can be advanced to short-burst running to 
help with the explosiveness needed when 
running bases. Flexibility of the arm and 
legs will help prevent injury in those areas. 
Strengthening of the throwing arm, trunk 
and legs will help build the strength needed 
for participation and again, help prevent 
injury. Sit-ups, push-ups and mini-squats 
are the best way to improve strength in the 
trunk, upper body and lower body areas.

Always remember that conditioning the 
body in the pre-season will help prevent 
injuries during the season. 

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, 
is president of Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy, located at 3921 Williams 
Boulevard and two other locations in 
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School 
Department of Allied Health, Department 
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The 
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email 
at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

BY CRAIG GOOdWIN

Let’s get fit for baseball
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Two GreaT LocaTions in Kenner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Hours everyday 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 pm

Celebrating 15 yearsCall Ahead for

To Go Orders!
Extended Breakfast 

Menu
Saturday & Sunday til 3 PM

Quick Breakfast
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs & Cheese   $2.95
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Sausage & cheese  $3.75
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese $3.75
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese  $3.75
Croissant Filled with Eggs & Cheese   $4.75
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Sausage & Cheese  $5.45
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese $5.45
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese  $5.45

Belgian Waffles
Plain with Syrup     $4.95
Strawberry Waffle     $5.95
Blueberry Waffle     $5.95
Banana Waffle     $5.95

Home
Household appliance maintenance
BY dAN dORMAdY

W h i l e 
h o u s e h o l d 
appliances and 
other main 

components of our homes make our lives 
easier, they need to be operated efficiently 
and properly maintained to provide safe 
operation, reduce energy usage and to 
maximize service life.

One of the main components in our 
homes is the water heater. By lowering 
the thermostat on the water heater to 120 
degrees, you can save energy costs and 
prevent scalding injuries that can occur 
when the temperature is set higher. Use 
a thermometer at the kitchen sink faucet 
or bathroom tub faucet to determine the 
present water temperature of the unit. 
If it is much greater than 120 degrees 
F, then have it lowered. Adjusting the 
temperature is best left to a plumber or 
in the case of an electric water heater, an 
electrician.

As water heaters age, the tank and 
fittings can corrode and start to leak. 
Many water heaters are installed in the 
attic with a metal pan underneath. Check 
for any signs of leakage on the unit and 
in the pan, as this can be a sign that the 
water heater needs to be replaced. Check 

the pan for debris such as insulation and 
to make sure the drain line from the pan 
is properly connected. This can prevent 
a minor problem from causing major 
damage to the interior of the house.

Gas-fired water heaters must properly 
vent to the outdoors. Check the metal vent 
piping to make sure that there are no gaps 
or holes and that the pipe continuously 
slopes upward as it runs from the water 
heater to the roof. Often we observe that 
the vent piping at the top of the water 
heater gets loose or misaligned allowing 
dangerous gases to escape into the home.

For modern dishwashers, rinsing the 
dishes before is unnecessary and a waste 
of water and time. Wait until you have a 
full load before running the dishwasher. 
Make sure no dishes obstruct the rotating 
spray arms. If you have a garbage disposal, 
make sure you run it before running the 
dishwasher. A clogged drain can cause a 
flood when the dishwasher drains. If your 
dishwasher has a strainer or scrap bin in 
the bottom, clear it before running each 
load. You can re-coat patches of rust on 
the dishwasher racks with a rubber-like 
fluid available at hardware stores. There 
are replacement rollers available if they 
break or stop rolling. If the small holes 

in the spray arms become clogged with 
mineral deposits clean them by soaking 
in vinegar or running the dishwasher with 
a cup of vinegar on each rack.

Once initially installed, washing 
machines are mostly forgotten from a 
maintenance standpoint. One key item 
to look at is the hoses. Many older hoses 
were made of reinforced rubber. If your 
hoses are older, consider replacing them 
with the newer metal hoses. Consider 
turning off the water supply to the washer 
whenever you’ll be away for extended 
periods of time. If the machine rattles 
when it runs, it may need leveling. Tilt 
the machine and adjust the screw-in feet 
until the machine is level with all four feet 
touching the ground.

For most items that you wash with 
today’s washing machines, lowering the 
water temperature to warm wash and 
cold rinse will get your clothes clean and 
reduce your energy bills. Don’t make the 
mistake of thinking that small loads save 
money. Small loads use almost as much 
energy as do large loads. When possible, 
wait until you have a full load before 
running the washing machine.

Your dryer needs attention too. Always 
clean the lint trap on the dryer before 
each load. This will prevent a fire hazard, 
save you energy and make your clothes 
dry faster. Once a year, use a dry paint 
brush to clean lint from the corners and 
cracks in the interior of the dryer and 
around the door. Clean the length of the 
dryer vent once a year. Disconnect the 
pipe at both ends and use a broom handle 
to push a rag through the pipe to remove 
the accumulated lint. If you have the very 
thin, cheap plastic dryer exhaust tubes, 
they should be replaced with metal duct. 
You can reduce the dryer’s energy usage 
and avoid over-drying clothes by using 
the automatic drying cycle.

Refrigerator maintenance is easy. 
Replacement for a refrigerator light is 
easiest when you unscrew the burnt-out 

bulb and take it with you to the hardware 
store to make sure you buy the same type. 
Vacuum underneath and behind the unit 
yearly and more often if you have a pet. 
After unplugging the unit, use a crevice 
tool or a feather duster to help you clean 
the coil and all the metal parts. You may 
have to remove a panel to get access. This 
will make your unit run more efficiently 
and last longer. Keep the door seals and 
the surfaces they close against clean.

Gas stoves should be observed 
periodically. A yellow flame is an 
indication of a problem. Flames should 
always be blue. Yellow flames will give 
off more fumes and may present a health 
hazard. Call a professional repairman 
should you see this condition.

Oven door seals become stiff with age 
and eventually need to be replaced. Faulty 
seals waste energy, make the kitchen 
overly hot and cause uneven cooking. 
With an electric oven leaking seals can 
shorten the life of the heating elements.

Range exhaust fans eliminate odors 
and fumes, reduce household grease 
build-up, moderate kitchen temperatures 
and remove excess humidity. Fans 
should not exhaust air into attics or 
crawl spaces. Periodically check fans 
for grease build-up and to make sure the 
vent line is connected properly in the 
attic. Recirculation-type exhaust fans 
do not exhaust to the outside, but have 
filters that need to be cleaned or replaced 
periodically. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed 
professional engineer and licensed home 
inspector and the president of Criterium-
Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing 
in residential and commercial building 
inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at 
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-
Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

The April meeting dates for the Ken-
ner City Council were moved back a 
week at the January 21 City Council 
meeting because of potential conflicts 
with Holy Week and Easter vacation. 
As a result, the April 1 meeting date 
was shifted to April 8 and the April 15 
meeting was shifted to April 22.

Many area people, including those 
who have business before the council, 

Kenner Council April dates
moved back a week

Government

traditionally go out of town during the 
week before Easter. The office of the 
city clerk said the second meeting was 
moved to maintain spacing and flow 
between legislation adopted at the two 
meetings. 
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Tuesday, MaRCH 16, 2010
Speaker: Michelle Cullison
Media strategist and president

of Daystar New Media, Inc.
Topic: The Writing on the Wall – How Facebook

is changing the way we live and do business

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00

Variable annuities feature guaranteed minimum income payments 
and are great for padding your retirement portfolio with a reliable 
income stream without missing out on potential investment returns. 

Call today to find out more about variable annuities or to discuss any 
aspect of your retirement and investment strategies. 
Variable annuities are long-term investments suitable for retirement funding and are subject to market 
fluctuations and investment risk.

Guarantees are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Guarantees apply 
to minimum income from an annuity; they do not guarantee an investment return or the safety of the 
underlying funds.

Regular retirement 
income – guaranteed

John Prevost  •  First Vice President – Investments
111 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 1800  •  Metairie, LA 70005
504-834-2663  •  john.prevost@wfadvisors.com

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Members SIPC. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.  
0909-1925 [80873-v1] 9/09

No job too small
We do it all!

Painting   Drywall   Remodeling
Maintenance & Repairs – Inside & Out

Residential * Commercial

Over 35 years experience

Gerald Colopy
837-6971    495-0516

Tourism
Bring your event to
Kenner, we’ll help
BY ShARON SOLOMON

With so many 
good things 

occurring in the month of February, 
March should be slightly less busy. The 
Super Bowl and Mardi Gras lifted our 
spirits and spring is right around the 
corner. It is time to think about our own 
city and how to improve the quality of 
life in Kenner. One way is to continually 
think of bringing your own event to our 
city. The Kenner Convention and Visitors 
Bureau is here to help you book an event. 
We will help you with reservations, bid 
proposals, site inspections and make 
your event a reality, at no charge to you. 
Keeping your event in the city adds tax 
dollars and revenue to our businesses.

One recent example is the trunk 
showing of baby clothes at the Hilton 
Garden Inn held February 28 through 
March 7, 2010. Out-of-towners came to 
our city and spent money in Kenner.

There is another weapon in our 
arsenal that may interest certain people. 
The Pontchartrain Center now has 
new recreational vehicle hookups. 

When events occur at the Pontchartrain 
Center, the RV hookups can become a 
sort of tailgating spot so more people 
may attend events because they are 
so close to the site. You would not 
believe how many RVs were parked 
there during the Louisiana High School 
Athletic Association state wrestling 
championship. This was fan base at its 
finest.

These are just a few examples of types 
of events that can be held in Kenner. 
Any type of event, no matter how small 
or big, can be an event that impacts to 
our city in the form of visitors coming 
here and spending money in our local 
businesses and helping our economy. 
Call me if you need help and let’s get 
to work. 

Sharon Solomon is the marketing 
director for the Kenner Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third 
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon 
can be reached at 464-9494, via email 
at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.
kennercvb.com.
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Check your cool quotient with
a cooling system quiz
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Automotive

A fairly common car disaster 
occurs when a bulging radiator 
hose, carrying hot water (coolant) 
under pressure, ruptures. Cooling 
system neglect is cited as a princi-
pal reason for mechanical failure 

of a vehicle. In addition to the danger and inconvenience 
of a breakdown, the damage to the engine and transmis-
sion can add up to thousands of dollars. Discovering a 
leaking radiator, hose connection, a sticking thermostat 
or other cooling system component that’s on “borrowed 
time” can save the life of a vehicle’s engine.

It is very important to take proper care of your car’s 
cooling system.

See how much you know about this vital engine sys-
tem by taking this cooling system quiz.
1. For maximum freeze protection antifreeze mixture 
should be:
a. half anti-freeze and half water
b. pure antifreeze
c. 70 percent anti-freeze, 30 percent water.
(C) is correct. Although a 50/50 solution is adequate for most 
climates, protecting to -34˚F. Never use pure antifreeze.
2. In the cooling system the thermostat:
a. controls engine temperature
b. works the air conditioner
c modulates the diodes.

(A) is correct. As stated above, a faulty thermostat, 
causing an engine to run too hot or too cold, can dam-
age the engine.
3. A radiator cap is designed to:
a. keep water from sloshing out of the radiator
b. keep the cooling system operating at a specified pressure
c. last indefinitely.
(B) is correct. And when replacing the cap, be sure to 
install the right one for your vehicle. Pressure recom-
mendations vary.
4. A broken drive belt can cause:
a. overheating
b. loss of power steering
c. dead battery.
Because all three functions are dependent upon the 
drive belt (or belts) all three answers are correct.
5. Cooling systems on many cars today:
a. have no water pump
b. never need to be flushed
c. are equipped with an electric fan on the radiator.
(C) is correct. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and 
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-
service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website 
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Happy new
year everyone!
BY DOUG TURNER

I thought you might enjoy this 
chronological evolution of the 
automobile business.
1782: James Watt builds the first 
engine crank.
1792: The first U.S. toll roads 

opened in Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
1860: Jean Lenoir invents the spark plug.
1887: The Benz became the first car offered for sale.
1896: The Duryea became the first production motor 
vehicle in the U.S.
1897: The first auto insurance policy is purchased in 
Westfield, Massachusetts.
1900: The first Michelin Guide published, mostly con-
taining a list of gas stations in France.
1901: The first Grand Prix race was won with an aver-
age speed of 46 miles per hour.
1901: The first American car manufactured in any 
quantity, the “Curved Dash” Olds is offered for $650.
1913: More than one million cars registered in the 
U.S.
1914: The Chevrolet bow-tie emblem first appears.
1914: The first electric traffic light was installed in 
Cleveland.
1923: Powered windshield wipers became standard 
equipment on many cars.

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast 

Thursday, January 7 and 21, at 7:00 a.m. 
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.

Before you buy, check for restrictive covenants
BY LINDA R. MARTIN

Real Estate

You’ve just 
toured the home 
of your dreams 
and are ready to 

make an offer. You can already envision 
upgrades you would like to make: a pool 
in the back yard, window shutters and 
a black picket fence to match. You’re 
even excited that your boat will fit in 
the driveway. Yet, what you may not be 
aware of is that there are restrictions that 
dictate what can and cannot be done to 
or on the property.

Homebuyers, especially first-timers, 
may not think of asking about restric-
tive covenants, yet when you purchase 
property governed by restrictive cov-

enants, you are consenting to abide by 
those provisions.

A restrictive covenant, which is a type 
of deed restriction, regulates a group 
of new and existing homes or build-
ing lots. Developers use them to pre-
serve a development or subdivision as 
a model community and control its use 
and appearance. Buyers agree to the 
sometimes-rigid restrictions in order to 
maintain the aesthetic standard set by 
the developer and to safeguard the value 
of their homes.

Restrictive covenants should not be 
confused with local zoning and govern-
ment regulations. Some covenants and 
zoning regulations overlap; for instance, 

either can limit the height of a building. 
But, restrictive covenants tend to ex-
ert greater control over a homeowner’s 
lifestyle. In addition to standard clauses, 
which may stipulate a home’s minimum 
size, height, architectural style, and col-
or schemes, covenants often ban prac-
tices that could be regarded as aestheti-
cally objectionable – such as parking 
RVs, boats and non-running vehicles on 
the property.

Covenants may additionally regulate 
grass height; window treatments; holiday 
decorations; walls, fences and hedges; 
as well as pets – some limit number and 
type of pets allowed. Very often own-
ers are required to make repairs within 
a specified number of days of the initial 
notification. Depending on a communi-
ty’s location and other unique features, 
restrictions may be applied to the use of 
pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers and 
removal of dirt and trees. Owners can be 
prohibited from installing solar panels, 
building an enclosed patio or adding a 
swimming pool. Restrictive covenants 
can also prevent owners from renting 
the home or operating a home business, 
including music lessons and daycare. 
Condo and townhouse owners some-
times face even more rigid restrictions.

What happens when a violation oc-
curs? It’s up to the homeowner’s asso-
ciation or individual property owners 
to enforce a covenant. Local authorities 
cannot enforce contractual agreements. 

Instead, it’s likely that a committee 
would review the complaint, then notify 
the homeowner. If the homeowner ig-
nores the initial notice, he or she might 
receive a notice from an attorney. Legal 
action would be a last resort.
Before you buy

While most homeowners enjoy the 
quality of life resulting from restrictive 
covenants, some covenants may prevent 
you from living the life you planned. 
Before committing yourself to a prop-
erty, be certain you can live with all the 
restrictions.

Ask to see a copy of the restrictive 
covenants prior to taking a trip out to a 
property. You may be able to eliminate 
the house from your “To See” list.

If the sales professional didn’t have 
the document available initially, be cer-
tain to review a copy of the restrictive 
covenants prior to making an offer.

Or, make your offer contingent on 
your review and approval of the restric-
tive covenants. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in 
Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 
or at her office located at 4140 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner, LA, USA. Pruden-
tial Gardner Realtors is an indepen-
dently owned and operated member of 
Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a 
Prudential Financial company. Visit the 
Prudential website at www.prudential-
gardner.com.

continued on page 22

Thursday, March 4 and 18, at 7:00 a.m.
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Annual Catholic Charismatic Renewal to be held in March
The annual Southern Regional Conference of the 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal is scheduled March 19 
to 21, 2010 at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner. The 
gathering is expected to draw people from the entire 
Gulf Coast and beyond.

Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond endorses this 
event in these words, “I encourage you to attend and 
pray for the true freedom that comes through the Lord 
Jesus.” He will be the principal celebrant and homilist 
of the Mass Saturday morning, March 20 at 9:00 a.m.

Conference speakers include Father Richard 
McAlear, OMI, known throughout the world for his 
healing ministry and work with priests; Johnnette 
Benkovic, founder and president of Living His Life 
Abundantly and Women of Grace with outreaches 
on radio and television; Deacon Alex Jones, a former 
Pentecostal minister who came into the Catholic 
Church with 54 members of his congregation. 
Conference participants will also enjoy the visit 
on Sunday of Immaculée Ilibagiza, survivor of the 
Rwandan genocide and New York Times best-selling 
author of Left to Tell.

Father McAlear, Dr. William Mitchell and Patti 
Mansfield will conduct a “Day of Renewal” for 
priests, deacons and major seminarians Friday, March 
19, 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Pontchartrain Center, 
Room Rivertown 1. There is no charge but registration 
is requested.

Everyone is welcome to a pre-conference teaching 

session on Friday, March 19 starting at 1:00 p.m. with 
talks by Father McAlear and Johnny Bertucci. A Mass 
of Intercession with Father Paul Yi, associate pastor 
of Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Baton Rouge will 
conclude this session.

A youth workshop for teenagers and young adults 
will be held Friday, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. with a 
“Festival of Praise” led by Colin MacIver and continue 
Saturday, March 20, beginning with 9:00 a.m. Mass 
with Archbishop Aymond and continuing to 10:00 
p.m. Speakers will include Brother Guy Lafranz 
Bourgeois, CFR and members of the Sanctifire and 
CCRNO Youth Ministries. Youth not covered by a 
family registration may attend for $15. Concessions 
are available.

There will be a session in Spanish with Father 
McAlear and Father Lance Campo from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 20. Father McAlear will 
conduct a “Eucharistic Healing Service” from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, March 21. Immaculée 
Ilibagiza will share her moving story of finding God in 

the midst of the Rwandan genocide in which she lost 
many family members. Father McAlear will celebrate 
the Sunday Mass at 11:00 a.m. The conference will 
conclude before lunch.

Seating is limited and early registration is 
encouraged. Discounts are available for pre-
registration. No pre-registration is needed for single 
sessions. All priests, religious brothers and sisters, 
deacons and their families are invited to attend 
the conference at no charge, but pre-registration is 
requested. The fee schedule is $40 for individual 
adults, $60 for married couples, $70 for family (same 
household), $15 single session or youth workshop, $30 
all day Saturday. Accreditation is available through 
the Office of Religious Education, Archdiocese of 
New Orleans for educators attending the Conference. 
Registration online is encouraged at www/ccrno.
org. For additional registration information contact 
the Conference Office at P. O. Box 7515, Metairie, 
LA 70010-7515, by telephone at 828-1368 or email 
info@ccrno.org. 

Community

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

The Metairie Cenacle Retreat House, located at 5500 
St. Mary Street in Metairie, is offering a variety of pro-
grams in February. To learn more about the Cenacle and 
their programs call 887-1420, 800-669-4095 or visit 

www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie. Cenacle office 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

march 5-7
The spirits of the world and one’s own spirit
Derived from weeks 1 and 2 of the “Spiritual 

Exercises of St. Ignatuis.” We are encouraged to 
examine where our spirit has led us and to assess 
whether this direction may be different from that 
which Christ has called us to go.

Presenter: Rev. Peter Callery, SJ

march 12-14
friday - Sunday

“To see him more clearly...” Joining Jesus dur-
ing his major moments

The aim of Gospel prayer is “to see him more 
clearly, love him more dearly and follow him 
more nearly.” Beginning with a contemplation 
on the true and full humanity of Jesus, the jour-
ney of this retreat will watch Jesus talk about 
God in parables, watch him heal human illness, 
watch him deal with women, watch him teach 

Many February retreats offered in February at the Cenacle

The Cenacle Retreat House is offering a new 
opportunity. “Healing Touch” sessions will be of-
fered monthly, starting March 24, 2010 at the retreat 
house, located at 5500 St. Mary Street in Metairie.

“Healing Touch” is a relaxing, nurturing, energy 
therapy. Gentle touch assists in balancing one’s 
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual well-being. 
“Healing Touch” works with a person’s energy field 
to support his or her natural ability to heal. It is safe 
for all ages and works in harmony with standard 
medical care.

In a session, the healing touch provider will ask 
a series of questions about the individual’s physi-
cal, mental and emotional situation. They will also 

Healing touch at the Cenacle

his “way” as he journeys on his way to Jerusalem, 
watch him being shamed by men and then vindi-
cated by God.

Presenter: Rev. Jerome Neyrey, SJ

march 17-19
WedneSday p.m. until friday

Taming the demons
Looking at the seven capital sins in light of 

Christ’s redemptive love
Presenter: Rev. Donald Blanchard

march 26-28
Lazarus, come out
This weekend is designed to help us enter into 

the spirituality of Holy Week by uncovering the 
profound spiritual teaching of this seventh and last 
of Jesus’ major miracles before the events of Holy 
Week.

Presenter: Rev. Martin Iott, OP 
Young Adult Activity

march 31
Young adult book club
A book will be read ahead of time and discussed 

at the meeting
Contact: Vincert Libert at 250-9697 

answer any questions at this time. Then the individual 
will lie fully clothed on a massage table while the pro-
vider places his or her hands on or slightly about the 
individual. These sessions will last approximately 25 to 
30 minutes and people frequently report feeling deeply 
relaxed and peaceful during and after the session.

This is a spiritual ministry of the providers so they 
will also pray asking God’s guidance during the ses-
sion. A good will offering is appreciated.

For more information on “Healing Touch” contact 
Dolly Boudreaux at 488-2798 or Toni Hanning at 888-
3540. To learn more about the Cenacle and their pro-
grams, call 887-1420 or 800-669-4095 or visit www.
cenaclesisters.org/metairie. 
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Seafood &
Steak

FREE

LUNCH SPECIALS
DAILY 11am - 4pm

LOUISIANA OYSTERS
With purchase of 2 or more entrees

1/2 dozen

HAPPY
        HOUR
5 p.m. - close

House
Drinks2 for 1

3800 Williams Blvd. Kenner • 305-0580 or 252-9898
OPEN 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. EVERYDAY

www.longislandnola.com
TAKE OUT          PRIVATE PARTIES

A new concept on seafood and steak
A new concept in crispy chicken

A new concept on Long Island grilled duck
A new concept on the Long Island Ice tea

A new concept of the food because we are the best

1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
(dine in only)

Expires 3/31/10One coupon per table. Dine in only. Expires 3/31/10. 
Coupon not valid with others.

Newcomer restaurant Long Island Grill offers great steaks, 
lots of bargain specials
BY ALLAN KATZ

Located at 3800 Williams Boulevard, 
just open three months, the Long Island 
Grill is one of Kenner’s best steak 
houses. The new restaurant located in 
the building that housed the old Frostop 
with a completely renovated interior, 
also offers lots of tasty bargain specials 
especially aimed at families managing 
their budgets. The steak dish I highly 
recommend is the “Island Signature” rib 
eye. It’s a 12-ounce rib eye deliciously 
prepared with your choice of mashed 
potatoes or a baked potato along with 
fresh seasonal vegetables. The cost is a 
reasonable $17.99. They’ll also bring 
you a bonus of grilled shrimp for $3.50 
or seared scallops for $4.50. This is 
one of the best steak plates you’ll find 
in Kenner. Another unique item on the 
menu is the Long Island crispy duck 
crisped to perfection with Asian herbs 
and duck soy sauce served with a side 
dish for $15.99.

The person who runs the Long Island 
Grill is Judy Ceng who moved here two 
years ago from New York. She fell in 
love with Kenner and south Louisiana 
restaurant-goers. “The people down 
here are great restaurant customers,” 
she says. “They love to go out to eat, 
they appreciate good food and they’re 
great cooks themselves so they really 
appreciate someone who can put a good 
meal on the table.”

Ceng said she came down here 
thinking that New York chefs are the 
best in the world but she has altered her 
view to now think that south Louisiana 
chefs are the best in the world at 
seasoning, frying and maximizing the 
taste of any dish.

A good example is a fried catfish 
dish offered at the Long Island Grill as 
a lunch special for $8.50 served with 
coleslaw and French fries. It’s a classic 
south Louisiana dish, superbly prepared 

at a price comparable to 
any other local restaurant.

Ceng and her 
colleagues are very aware 
that we’re in the midst 
of a recession so they 
offer a host of specials. 
Sunday is wings night – 
buy one order and get a 
second one for half price. 
Monday is dessert night – 
spend $25 and get a free 
dessert. Choose from the 
banana foster cheesecake, 
chocolate layer cake or 
the homemade bread 
pudding. On Tuesdays, 
you get one free kid’s 
meal with the purchase 
of one entrée. Wednesday 
is Long Island “Crispy 
Duck Night” – $25 for a 
crispy duck for two, two 
cups of soup and one 
Caesar salad. Thursday 
is “Creaky” chicken 
night with a whole crispy 
chicken for $9.99.

Happy hour is 5:00 
until closing every night 
with two-for-one drinks 
and appetizers half-
price. Try the crab meat 
and crayfish puffy or the 
charbroiled oysters on 
the shell.

The restaurant also 
offers burgers, po-boys, 
soups, salads and more 
choices of seafood and 
steak. There are a lot of 
good reasons to give this restaurant a try.

Long Island Grill offers takeout and 
can host private parties. Visit their 
website at www.longislandnola.com or 
call 305-0580. 

Business

Three square off in judicial race
Three Republican attorneys are vying 

to become the next judge to preside 
over Division “A” of the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial District Court, a position that 
became open with the departure of 
Judge Joan S. Benge last November.

The withdrawal of Claude Kelly from 
the race has left candidates Donald 
Klotz and Raymond Steib, both of 
Metairie, and Deborah Villio of Kenner. 
Both Steib and Villio have previously 
run for other divisions of district court.

While the majority of Jefferson 

Parish Election Section 2, whose 
residents are able to vote in this race, 
are in Metairie, it does encompass 
several Kenner precincts. To see which 
Kenner precincts are able to vote 
for this judgeship, visit the Jefferson 
Parish Clerk of Court’s website at 
www.jpclerkofcourt.us/elections/
DistrictMaps/24thJDCJudges.prs.pdf.

The primary for the race will be held 
on March 27, a run-off, if needed, will 
be held Saturday, May 1. 

Government

The shrimp po-boy is lightly seasoned on 
French bread, dressed and served with fries.

Island signature 12 ounce rib eye is 
served with salad, mashed potatoes 

and seasonal vegetables.

Grilled duck is served with Asian 
herbs and duck soy sauce and one 
side dish.

Casino duck salad combines pan fried 
duck on romaine lettuce with fresh
avocado and bleu cheese crumbles.

Charbroiled oysters are served on the 
half-shell hot off the grill.
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Window Screens Made & Installed

PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
• Replacement
Windows

• Gutters

• Patio Covers
• Glass Rooms
• Room Additions
• Screened Rooms
• Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

Health
Anterior cruciate ligament tear: A common knee injury
BY ChARLES P. MURPhY, M.d.

Knee injuries represent a very 
common orthopedic complaint 
and tears of the anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) are frequent 

among the active, athletic population. The ACL 
functions to limit forward movement of the tibia (shin 
bone) on the femur (thigh bone). Patients with tears of 
the ACL typically report a noncontact type of injury. 
Patients often sustain the injury when landing from a 
jump or changing direction while running. A pop may 
be heard or felt and onset of pain and swelling usually 
occurs following injury. Athletes may be unable to 
return to play, secondary to pain or a sense of looseness. 
A careful physical examination with comparison to the 
normal knee is usually diagnostic for ACL injuries. 
Plain radiographs (X-rays) are commonly normal but 
may show evidence of a capsular avulsion injury. An 
MRI scan is useful to confirm the ACL tear as well 
as to evaluate possible injuries to other ligaments, 

articular cartilage and menisci. In many cases of 
ACL injury an MRI scan will also show bone bruises 
to the front of the femur and the back of the tibia.

Treatment of an ACL tear is either operative or non-
operative and depends on several variables including 
presence of other injuries, patient age, patient activity 
level and the ability of the patient to participate in 
a postoperative rehabilitation program. Older or 
more sedentary patients and those willing to forego 
certain activities and sports may be candidates for 
non-operative treatment. Patients who wish to return 
to sports that require running, jumping, cutting and 
pivoting movements require surgical reconstruction. 
Patients who choose to return to sports without surgical 
reconstruction of the ACL risk further damage to the 
knee. Surgery is usually performed under general 
anesthesia on an outpatient basis. Many choices 
exist for ACL grafts including autografts (from the 
patient) and allografts (from a cadaver donor). The 

patellar tendon, hamstring tendons and the quadriceps 
tendon have all been used with success. Commonly, 
tunnels are created in the femur and tibia and the 
graft is stabilized in the tunnels using various fixation 
methods. Postoperative physical therapy is necessary 
to regain knee range of motion and restore muscle 
strength. A period of restriction from sports and other 
heavy activities is advised to allow graft healing. 
To properly diagnose and treat a knee injury, an 
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is necessary. 

Charles P. Murphy, M.D. is a board certified 
orthopedic surgeon with over 20 years experience. 
Dr. Murphy is the founding partner of the Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine. The Orthopedic Center 
is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete 
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in 
shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call 
467-5900.

Banking
Give it up for Lent
BY GUY WILLIAMS

Did you give anything up 
for Lent? Many people elect to 
give up something for the forty 

days before Easter. The idea is that whenever you 
think about what you gave up or you have a craving 
for it, you will think about your faith and pray.

The most popular things to give up are cigarettes, 
alcohol, and sweets, especially chocolate. At one 
church, the congregation was challenged to have 
an electronic fast. They were asked to pick a part 
of their electronic life and give that up for 40 days. 
It could be texting, Facebook, email, web surfing 
or even cell phones. No word yet on how that 
worked, but it could be a real challenge depending 
upon the application chosen.

At this point you may be wondering if you have 
wandered into the religious section of the paper. 
You haven’t. I would like to suggest a financial 
Lent. For the remainder of Lent, put your credit 
cards away. Don’t even take them with you. Put 
them in an envelope in your desk drawer.

What will happen next is almost miraculous. 
Since you only have cash in your wallet, you will 
look at your purchases in a whole new way. There 
is something about having to use real cash that 
will make you change your behavior. You will 
spend less.

When I taught at Tulane University, I used to 

challenge my finance students to go to their favorite 
restaurant twice during the semester – once using 
their credit card and once with only cash and no credit 
card. These were smart students so they told me that 
they knew what I was up to and that their behavior 
wouldn’t change. But, it did. When we reviewed the 
restaurant bills at the end of the semester, every single 
student spent less when using cash.

They said things like, there is no way that I am 
going to spend $1.75 for iced tea when I can make tea 
at home or pay $7.95 for an appetizer – no way. Using 
cash caused them to focus on the bill and only spend 
money on things that mattered.

Credit cards are a great convenience, but they also 
lead many people into unsustainable levels of debt. 
Try the “no credit cards for Lent” idea. You will 
probably surprise yourself. And, if you can do it for 
Lent, it could be the beginning of a better financial 
future for you and your family.

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer 
of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner 
branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. 
Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 
565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website 
at www.gulfbank.com. 
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Caraway thanks KPD 
officers for their hard 
work that led to his
re-election without
opposition
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Police Chief Steve Cara-
way says that while he’s honored to 
have been re-elected without opposi-
tion, the real credit goes to the men 
and women of the Kenner Police De-
partment whose hard work and effec-
tiveness have clearly influenced Ken-
ner voters.

“I’m honored to be re-elected and 
I’m honored to 
lead the men and 
women of our 
department who 
are out on the 
streets, protect-
ing the commu-
nity, 24 hours a 
day, seven days 

Councilwoman-at-Large 
Black thanks voters for 
re-election, pledges to 
work for better funding 
for Kenner Police, 
firefighters
BY ALLAN KATZ

Councilwoman-at-large Jeannie 
Black, re-elected without opposi-
tion, said “it’s an unbelievable feel-
ing to be told that you can continue 
doing something that you really love 
to do.”

Black, re-elected to a second four-
year term to one of the city’s two 
at-large seats 
on the coun-
cil, said she’s 
ready to work 
cooperatively 
with whoever 
is elected the 
new mayor of 
Kenner.

Council defers vote on 
proposed sewer 
increase again

Needing Kenner City Council ap-
proval to go into force, a vote on 
Mayor Ed Muniz’ proposed sewer 
rate increase will have to wait anoth-
er month. At its February 18, 2010, 
meeting the council voted to defer 
having to vote on the increase until 
its March 18, 2010, meeting.

In the split vote those wanting to 
postpone facing the proposal were 
District 1 Councilman Gregory Car-
roll, District 2 Councilman Joe Stag-
ni, District 4 Councilwoman Maria 
DeFrancesch and District 5 Coun-
cilman Kent Denapolis. District 3 
Councilman Ben Zahn and Council-
women-at-Large Jeannie Black and 
Michele Branigan were against de-
ferring the vote.

The sewer fee proposal would in-
crease the minimum rate, for using up 
to 5,000 gallons, up $2.22 bimonthly, 
from $7 to $9.22. The charge for each 
1,000 additional gallons used would 

Re-elected without 
opposition, District 1 
Councilman Carroll 
aims for sewerage
improvements, better 
streets
BY ALLAN KATZ

Although he’s only been in office 
for a short time, Kenner District 1 
Councilman Greg Carroll thinks that 
his constituents are well aware that 
he loves the job of being a council-
man and is working hard to improve 
the quality of their lives.
“It’s very humbling and gratifying 

to be re-elected 
without op-
position after 
only a short 
time in office,” 
says Carroll. “I 
can’t help but 
think that the 
voters see me 

District 3 Councilman 
Zahn hails re-election 
without opposition, 
pleased by “partnership” 
with voters
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben 
Zahn says he is delighted by his re-elec-
tion without opposition and pledged to 
continue working on the issues that he 
says are most important to his constitu-
ents – including police protection, the 
fight to remove blighted properties, 
the effort to beautify Kenner neighbor-
hoods and sub-divisions and economic 
development.
“I’m honored 

to be re-elected 
to another term,” 
he said. “I feel 
that in the last 
four years, I’ve 
been able to de-
velop a 

Kenner citywide municipal elections scheduled for 
Saturday, March 27, 2010 - Sample ballot on page 33
On Saturday, March 27, 2010, Kenner voters will head to the polls to vote for a 

new mayor, Councilwoman-at-Large “A,” District 2 Councilman, District 4 Councilman 
and District 5 Councilman. Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway, Councilwoman-at-
Large “B” Jeannie Black, District 1 Councilman Greg Carroll and District 3 Councilman 
Ben Zahn were reelected unopposed at the close of election qualifying on February 5, 
2010. See stories below on Caraway, Black, Carroll and Zahn.

Phil Capitano, a former Kenner mayor and Mike Yenni, Kenner’s former chief ad-
ministrative officer, will face off in the race for Kenner’s new mayor as incumbent Ed 
Muniz declined to run for re-election. Incumbent Michele Branigan is running against 
newcomer Penny Frame for the Councilwoman-at-Large “A” seat. Luis “A.J.” Soto-
mayer withdrew from the race but not in time to have his name removed from the ballot 
so any votes cast for Sotomayer will not count. Bill Schwertz is challenging incumbent 
District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni. First-time candidate Arita Bohannan will face current 
District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch. Brian Brennan, in his first political race, 
is running against Kent Denapolis, presently the District 5 councilman.

All candidates were asked two questions by the Kenner Star. See the responses 
of the mayoral candidates on this page. Louis Congemi also qualified for the mayor’s 
race but had not responded to the questionnaire nor formally withdrawn at press time. 
Congemi’s name will appear on the ballot. For more information about the qualifica-
tions of the two mayoral candidates, see the Allan Katz column on page 7. All the other 
candidate’s responses are on page 16.

Early voting is March 13 through March 20. For a list of polling places visit 
www.jpclerkofcourt.us/elections/EBPollingPlaces.asp#Kenner Precincts. 

Why do you Want to be mayor of Kenner?
I want our families to enjoy the peace and amenities of 

a first-rate city. I will continue the progress of the Muniz 
administration and help Kenner rise to its greatest strength 
in economic development, safety, infrastructure, education 
and quality of life. I enjoy public service.

Kenner is a wonderful city filled with amazing people and 
places. Its history is rich with culture. I grew up in Kenner 
and chose to raise my family here. I have a long history of be-
ing involved in the community, serving on the Kenner Char-
ter Review Committee, Fire and Police Civil Service Board, 

Mayoral Candidate

Phil CaPitano

Mayoral Candidate

Mike yenni

GreGory CarrollSteve Caraway Jeannie BlaCk Ben Zahn

Continued on
page 38

Continued on
page 39

Continued on
page 39

Continued on
page 38

Who will be Kenner’s new mayor for the next four years?

continued on page 38
continued on page 38 continued on page 38
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27 West 27th Street • Kenner, LA
HOURS: M-F 8-3 • SAT 9-12 • SUN By Appt.

34 years experience – licensed & insured
We do design, planting, lighting, irrigation, weeding, trimming
and colorful bedding plants that will last all winter and spring.

DRESS UP YOUR GARDEN
FOR THE NEW YEAR

LANDSCAPING BY

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
For FREE Estimates, call Lynne at

468-5467

We can clean up winter damages & replace lost 
plants. Too much damage! Let’s start over!

Let’s have a cup of coffee and make a new plan!

City of Kenner’s Relay For Life team presents Art-A-Cure fundraiser
The city of Kenner is once again 

preparing for the 2010 American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life, its signature 
activity, on Saturday, May 15, 2010, 
a community event that represents 
the hope that those lost to cancer will 
never be forgotten, that those who face 
cancer will be supported, and that one 
day cancer will be eliminated. The event 
starts at 6:00 p.m. and ends 24 hours 

later on Sunday. A total of 60 teams of 
individuals representing corporations, 
churches, clubs, organizations and 
families participated in the event last 
year raising about $150,000 for the 
American Cancer Society.

In conjunction with the 2010 Relay 
for Life, the city of Kenner Relay for 
Life team is presenting the third annual 
Art-A-Cure on Wednesday, March 24, 

2010 at the Kenner Pavilion, on the 
corner of Loyola and Vintage Drives, 
from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Almost 
$4,000 was raised for the cause at last 
year’s event.

The event will consist of live auctions, 
silent auctions and door prizes. All 
auction items are donated and include 
prints by local artists and gift baskets.

Tickets to the event can be purchased 

for $10. Included in the ticket price 
will be soft drinks and food donated 
from Copeland’s, Messina’s and Zea 
Rotisserie and Grill. Wine and beer will 
be available with proceeds going to the 
American Cancer Society.

To purchase tickets or to inquire about 
the Art-A-Cure or the Relay For Life, 
contact Bartlyn David at 468-7268 or 
813-7708. 

Community

KPD recruiting teens for Explorer Program
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway 

and the KPD Community Relations 
Division are encouraging teens, ages 
13 to17, to take part in the Kenner 
Police Department Law Enforcement 
Exploring Program. The program 
is a great opportunity to see what 
law enforcement is all about and to 

“explore” the possibility of entering 
into a law enforcement career. The 
Explorers receive regular instruction 
about police department operations, 
volunteer their time to help at various 
police department and community 
events and participate in social 
activities.

Explorers receive their own uniform 
and equipment from the Kenner 
Police Department and attend a yearly 
academy in Gulfport, Mississippi, 
which is a condensed form of the regular 
police academy. During the academy, 
Explorers attend courses to learn about 
areas of the police department such as 
criminal law, self-defense, crime scene 
investigations, report writing, traffic, 
narcotics and the K-9 Unit. They even 
learn how to apprehend a subject while 
on bicycle patrol, how to conduct a 
traffic stop and how to handle firearms 
and shoot live ammunition at a range. 

At the end of the academy, awards are 
presented to Explorers with the highest 
grade point average in each area of study 
and those with the best performance in 
physical fitness activities.

The program is educational, fun and 
encourages high standards for teens. 
Potential Explorers must have worthy 
academic and personal records in order 
to be accepted into the program.

For more information on the KPD 
Explorers Program or to apply, contact 
the KPD Community Relations 
Division at 712-2300 or bnorwood@
kennerpd.com. 

Police

Help rebuild 
the new Canal 
Lighthouse
Now you can purchase a 
personalized lighthouse brick 
with three lines of text (18 
characters per line).

Bricks are 4” x 8”
and cost $200.

When you purchase a 
brick you will receive a 
commemorati ve certi fi cate 
recognizing you as a 
lighthouse supporter. 
Bricks will be installed in 
groups aft er lighthouse 
reconstructi on. We’ll noti fy 
you when your brick is 
installed and show you 
where it is located on the 
site.

For more informati on go 
to www.saveourlake.org 
or call 836-2215.
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business. You want to get the most product for the least expense, handle personnel 
with respect and keep the job or in this case the city, moving.

I have a compassion for people’s needs – the needs of young people, the elderly 
and your average citizens. Treat people with respect. Return their phone calls, lis-
ten to them. This is an opportunity for me to give back. I am grateful for the op-
portunity to assist the city in its administrative and legislative efforts. I want to be 
a part of making decisions in the best interest of Kenner’s citizens, a part of making 
those big changes so the city moves in the right direction.

I am committed to the city of Kenner. We have lived here for 34 years. We have 
raised our children here. My husband and I have traveled all over the U.S. and 
three other continents, seen breathtaking beauty. Then we ask ourselves, why do we 
always go back to Kenner? It is a great place to live. The nicest people in the world 
live here. And the food here is the best on the planet. I am committed to making 
Kenner the best place to live. 

What do you think are the most important issues facing the city at this time?
Economic policy and budgets have to reflect current fiscal realities. We need to 

reduce operational costs and spending. The city must cut fat, trim extravagant con-
tracts and tighten their belt. Just as its citizens make choices to buy less expensive 
products or even to do without, the city must make choices. Can they repair instead 
of replace vehicles, lawn equipment and office furniture? Also, we need to investi-
gate income sources to increase revenues.

We need to make City Hall more user-friendly, minimize the bureaucracy. Stream-
line the regulatory process or empower employees to handle customer needs. Give 
businesses an incentive to operate here. And we must support local businesses. The 
city should shop for goods and services first with businesses within the city. Adver-
tise our city’s assets. Market Kenner.

Crime is not as bad here as in larger cities, but it must not be ignored. People have 
to feel safe to move about the city. We do have problems here with gangs and drugs 
and the city administrators should fully support the KPD in its efforts to control.

I would also like to see the administration address the city’s infrastructure, areas 
of the city that need to be cleaned up and activities for our youth. 

Frame
(continued from page 16)

keeping pace with our budget. Two other issues which I have been involved with are 
protecting our sales tax revenues as the airport expands and finally putting airport 
buyout property back into commerce so that the city finally enjoys property tax on 
this dormant land.

Another thing I bring to the council is my common sense approach to issues – 
always recognizing the “elephant in the room” and not shying away from difficult 
decisions. I am on record as never increasing taxes and supporting cutting millions 
of dollars in departments without cutting services to our citizens to make govern-
ment more efficient; stopping the outsourcing of a lot of work by bringing those 
projects in-house to save money. In addition, we have managed to raise our fire 
rating to reduce insurance premiums for our citizens, supported the “Shop Kenner 
First’ campaign and now have our own representation for Kenner on JEDCO to 
stimulate the economic growth of our city.

I have an unprecedented involvement with the youth of our community to give 
them a voice in government and have passed legislation to protect our senior citi-
zens from crimes committed against them.

Lastly – I bring a life of community service to our government, where I served as 
a CYO director, CCD instructor, booster club president, student mentor at Jefferson 
Community school, coach and PTA president. So I have seen the concerns of the 
citizens through their own eyes through my extensive community service.

What do you think are the most important issues facing the city at this time?
The most important issues facing the city are completing and funding the sewer-

age projects for which we have received a low-interest loan, fully funding the police 
department instead of patching their budget each year and stimulating econom-
ic development to increase sales tax revenues. I am very proud of the aggressive 
stance we have taken to rid this city of blight through forming the first subcommit-
tee on the council to address blight and consider legislation to further that cause. 
City neighborhood “sweeps” are wiping out blight and are causing landlords and 
homeowners to repair their homes and bring them up to code. Protecting the integ-
rity of our neighborhoods protects our property values, which protects our quality 
of life. I think it is vitally important that we continue to keep pressure on the Corps 
of Engineers to properly complete their hurricane protection projects. 

Branigan
(continued from page 16)

some of the drainage problem. The city also lost FEMA monies to repair the lakefront.
Like all districts, we need new business to bring in jobs and revenue. 

Schwertz
(continued from page 16)

millions of dollars for streets, drainage, sewerage, sidewalks, beautification and rec-
reational repairs. I am also running to change some of the political practices of the 
past, like “the executive pay plan,” which I believe is a misuse of our tax dollars.

What do you think are the most important issues in your district?
The most important issues in my district are sewerage, drainage, public safety, 

economic development, street and sidewalk repairs, transparency and wise spending 
of tax dollars.

I have budgeted and worked with the administration to secure additional money 
for sewerage and drainage repairs throughout the district. I initiated and helped to 
secure more money for fire and police departments. I have worked hard to encourage 
businesses to locate in District 2, developed business activity in the airport buyout 
areas and helped businesses throughout the permitting process. I secured the fund-
ing and spent over $1.2 million for streets and sidewalks. I fought for transparency 
and the wise spending of our tax dollars regarding the Ramelli garbage contract, 
Rivertown Repertory Theatre and the executive pay plan. I will continue to address 
the most important issues of our district and city. 

Stagni
(continued from page 16)

ings and now feel the desire to serve my community. With my background and sincere 
determination I really feel I have the capabilities to listen to and to help the people 
of District 5. As a council and administration, we can all work together as a team 
while at the same time realizing there are many challenges to face. I truly think I can 
immediately make a difference and I am ready to roll up my sleeves and get to work.

What do you think are the most important issues in your district?
There are many major issues that need addressing in our district. The issues most 

on people’s minds are those of police and fire protection and, of course, drainage. 
There has to be a way for the council and administration to come together and solve 
the financial problems that the city faces to improve police and fire protection and 
drainage. Blight is a very big concern to the people of my district and it is important 
to me as well. It will be an issue of high priority as we all want our property values 
stabilized and our quality of life to remain high.

I have the capability to monitor issues that are important to my constituents and I 
feel I can affect resolution for those important issues that need to be addressed, cor-
rected and acted upon. 

Brennan
(continued from page 16)
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SAMPLE BALLOT - MARCH 27, 2010 ELECTION

Precincts
K019, K020, Parts of K017, K018,

K019, K020, K025, K027-K030

Precincts K001, K005, K012,
Parts of K019, K020, K025, K027-K030

All Kenner precincts Precincts
Parts of K001, K006, K007

K013A, K014, K015

Precincts
Parts of K001, K002, K008-K010

K016, Parts of K017

All Kenner precincts

SAMPLE BALLOT CAN BE BROUGHT INTO VOTING BOOTH
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KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD. 

KENNER, LA  70065

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!

People
The Saints are the ‘69 Mets
BY Ed CLANCY

You can have all 
the Saints action 
Super Bowl clips 
you want: Tracy 

Porter intercepting Peyton Manning; the 
on-side kick to open the second half; all 
three of Garrett Hartley’s 40 yards plus 
field goals; Drew Brees throwing those 
thread needle passes. You can have them 
all and more. My mind settles on another 
clip: New York Mets right fielder Ron 
Swoboda making “The Catch” in the 
fourth game of the 1969 World Series. 
That image of Ron totally horizontal with 
his arm outstretched to make the catch, 
was the shot of adrenalin the Amazin’ 
Mets needed to convince themselves they 
could beat the Baltimore Orioles. And 
they did.

The Mets were even more embarrassing 
to their fans over the years than the Saints, 
if you can imagine it. Okay, I can’t imagine 
it, but you know what I mean. Year after 
year of failure and disappointment. Year 
after year of bonehead plays. Year after 
year of derision. Through it all, the Mets 
fans kept filing through the turnstiles, 
outdoing the Yankees in attendance. In 
their first year of existence, 1962, the 
Mets won only 40 games. No team has 
ever lost more games in one year, except 
for the Cleveland Spiders in 1899. The 
fans loved their Amazin’ Mets under the 
leadership of Casey Stengel, who had 
been fired by the Yankees after winning 
seven World Series. The Yankees said it 
was his age. Casey said, “I’ll never make 
the mistake of being 70 again.”

The Mets were such losers that fans 
couldn’t believe it when they actually 
won a game. In 1964, they beat the 
Chicago Cubs, 19–1. Later that day a 

fan called a New York newspaper to get 
the score. He was told, “They scored 19 
runs.” The fan asked, “Did they win?”

Just like the New York Mets, the 
New Orleans Saints finally overcame 
adversity and won the big one, the Super 
Bowl. Unlike the Mets, it took the Saints 
not seven years but forty-three.

Forty-three years of dropped balls, 
intercepted passes and heartbreaking last 
minute losses.

The Saints victory over the Colts in 
Miami has been linked by just about 
everybody to “The Hurricane”. New 
Orleans has finally pulled itself out of the 
muck and is proud of itself again. Drew 
Brees and Sean Payton “won one for the 
Gipper.” The Saints were destined to win 
that game because the Ref In The Sky 
was giving us a makeup call for Katrina. 
A do-over. A mulligan.

Also, like Katrina, everybody has a 
Super Bowl story to tell, whether they 
were actually at the game in Florida, at 
a bar or at home.

I was at home. In front of the new 
46-inch HD television Santa brought 
us. (Santa will be making payments 
for some time.) I have to tell you, I’ve 
watched Superdome games from the 
front of the press box and marveled at 
how it appeared the game was being 
played on a dinner table laid out in front 
of me. That’s what HDTV is like. I was 
brought to the wide-screen kicking and 
screaming by my daughter, Alex, but 
I’m glad I was. I’m sure it was better 
than being in Miami.

In attendance at my house on Super 
Bowl Sunday were Alex, my good 
friend and neighbor Harold, his wife, 
Becky, and Harold’s sixteen-year-old 

son Andrew. One of the ironies of this 
story is that Andrew is the spitting image 
of Drew Brees, except he has red hair 
and is taller than Drew.

Before the game, I grilled some steaks 
and Alex helped me with the vegetables 
and Harold helped me drink the Wild 
Turkey. (Okay, Harold cooked the steaks 
but I seasoned them.) Dinner having 
been consumed, we all sat in front of the 
HD God to watch the game, along with 
the rest of Who Dat Nation.

I have not suffered 43 years of grief 
with the Saints, only 36 of them. But 
that’s enough to mean I could not just sit 
back and enjoy the game. I had to keep 
telling my living room audience that 
something probably will go wrong, as 
it always has with the Saints. That first 
quarter didn’t help. But each time the 
Saints scored, or did something great 
– like the on-side kick, I screamed like 
a girl. In the third quarter, I decided 
(with the help, I’m certain, of the Wild 
Turkey), that a little music would be 
in order. So, every time the Saints did 
something great, I ran out to the stereo 
and cranked up the “Who Dat” song by 
Aaron Neville. Not only that, but Alex 
suggested we stretch the speakers out 
on the front porch for neighbors and 
passersby to hear. So we did. And when 
Peyton Manning failed to make the end 
zone on that fourth down with, yes, forty-

four seconds left, the music went back 
on, and stayed on for two hours, with the 
whole Who Dat album in the repeat mode. 
It was a Wild (Turkey) and Wonderful 
night. I ran across the street and hugged 
the neighbors while fireworks filled the 
sky and car horns and “Who Dat” filled 
my ears.

There are other ironies that have been 
mentioned incessantly concerning Super 
Bowl XLIV: Peyton Manning is a New 
Orleans boy who stars for Indianapolis 
and Drew Brees went to college in 
Indiana, and stars for New Orleans. Not 
so well known is this one: The Saints beat 
the Vikings for the NFC Championship 
in the Dome on my birthday. A birthday 
shared by guess whodat? Aaron Neville. 
But my favorites are these. One, Ron 
Swoboda, the hero of Game Four of the 
1969 Mets Miracle has been living in 
New Orleans for many years, and two, 
Ron Swoboda’s is among the voices you 
hear on the chorus in Mr. Neville’s 1988 
recording of “Who Dat say dey gonna 
beat them Saints.”

The “Season of 1969” meets the 
“Season of 2009.” The Miracle Mets 
meet the Miracle in Miami. 

Ed Clancy is host of “Jefferson 
Journal” seen each week on Cox Cable 
channel 6 in Jefferson Parish. Clancy 
can be reached via email at Edclancy2@
aol.

Muniz administrations in Kenner and in 
Jefferson Parish government as well. In 
1996, he began is governmental career 
as an aide to Jefferson Parish Citizens’ 
Services Director Henry Trapani 
coordinating all Jefferson Parish parades. 
In 1999, Yenni left parish government 
and came to Kenner where he served 
in both the Congemi and Capitano 
administrations.

Yenni then moved back to Jefferson 
Parish government where he served as 
director of Jefferson Parish Citizen’s 
Affairs Department coordinating more 
than 400 volunteer groups, many from 
out-of-state, who came to help Jefferson 
Parish residents rebuild.

In 2006, Mayor Muniz brought Yenni 
back to Kenner government, naming him 
chief administrative officer. Yenni was 
responsible for finding funds to strengthen 
Kenner’s Code Enforcement Department 
so that city rules and regulations against 
blight could be enforced. He headed 
the effort in developing proposals 
resulting in FEMA funding repairs of the 
Pontchartrain Center and other elements 
of the city’s infrastructure.

Yenni was instrumental in developing 
a hurricane plan in the Muniz 
administration which was for Hurricane 
Gustav in 2008 and coordinated the 
administration’s efforts with the Kenner 
Police Department to protect both 
public and private property during 
the evacuation. Yenni’s job was to put 
contracts, such as for debris pickup, 
in place prior to hurricanes hitting the 
area, so the city of Kenner would have 
immediate responses at their availability.

The rebuilding of Kenner’s entire 
sewerage system is overdue and 
questions about its funding being debated 
while the city is in trouble with the state’s 
Department of Environmental Quality 
for non-compliance. Sales taxes revenue 
has consistently declined for almost two 
years. The police and fire departments 
are under funded.

So, there you have it. We have two 
candidates, each with a body of work he 
can point to, running for mayor of Kenner 
in a moment when the city faces serious 
financial challenges.

One will be the next mayor of Kenner. 
You get to choose which it will be. 

Katz
(continued from page 7)
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COME IN ON YOUR BIRTHDAY
& receIve a catFIsH PLatter Or seaFOOd cOMbO FREE!

wItH $6 MINIMuM PurcHase  •  Must sHOw LegaL PHOtO I.d.

aLL yOu care tO eat 5PM - tILL
wItH cOrN & POtatOes 

Not good with any other special

MON-tHurs 11-2:30  •  FrI 11-2:30 & 5PM-tILL
dINNer MON-tHurs 5-9PM  •  sat NOON-tILL  •  suN 11:30aM-9PM

Williams Blvd. at 25th St.  •  Kenner
(across from universal Furniture) 471-0808

All you care to eat 
anytime!

CRISPY FRIED 
CATFISH

OR 
PANNÉ CHICKEN

$1499$1499

All you care to eat!
BOILED SHRIMP

with potatoes

$1299$1299

Visit our website at johnnytrauthsseafoodbistro.com

Available for a limited time.
Not good with any other special.

DUNGENESS CRABS
JUMBO SNOW

CRABS

every tuesday 

Thursdays!
Complete Maine
LOBSTER DINNER

$1399$1399

Thank
you!

“I’ve always worked very hard while in o  ce for the citizens of 
Kenner, a city I sincerely care for and will continue to do so.

 

I am grateful and humbled to be re-elected unopposed and to be 
able to continue to do something I love is a wonderful feeling.”

Jeannie Black
Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large “B”

“Thank you, thank you, thank you!”
Paid for by the Jeannie Black campaign fund.

“I’m an elected official, not a politician.”

Swim program and free lessons
offered this summer

Community

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation partners with the Ashley 
Marie Kelly Foundation, the American 
Red Cross and Tulane University to 
provide a free weeklong swim safety 
program to anyone in the Pontchartrain 
Basin who is age five or older.

The swimming lessons are provided by 
Red Cross trained water safety instructors 
and are held at Tulane University. They 
consist of five weekday classes, each a 45 
minute session of swim instructions. In 
addition to this, each day there is a five 
minute session about issues that affect 
the Pontchartrain Basin.

Volunteers are needed each year to 
assist in this program. To provide an 
adequate number of instructors, an 

additional program was created to train 
strong swimmers 16 years or older 
to be water safety instructors (WSI). 
Normally a $250 class, the WSI students 
attend a week of classroom instruction 
free of charge and complete training 
the following week by serving as swim 
instructors for the Ashley Marie Kelly 
Swim Safety Program. Classes are 
offered in the evenings.

Program 1 water safety instructor 
lessons will be held May 10 to May 14, 
2010. Program 2 Ashley Marie Kelly 
swimming lessons will be held May 17 
to May 21, 2010. Registration opens on 
May 1, 2010. Call JoAnn at 836-2238 or 
email joann@saveourlake.org for more 
information. 

Water testing offered
for classroom instruction

Community

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation facilitates teachers in the 
basin who are interested in having their 
students perform water monitoring tests 
and collect real time data to measure 
water quality. The teacher picks one 
site, such as a drainage canal in the 
New Orleans metro area or a river or 
stream on the North Shore. The teacher 
commits to collecting 10 to 12 water 
samples with her students. All samples 
must be taken from the same site. These 
are analyzed for five parameters and the 
results are sent to LPBF.

After an introductory presentation by 
one of our staff, the teacher is given the 

necessary supplies and arranges for the 
students to test water at the site. Students 
take measurements for temperature, 
fecal coliform bacteria, pH, dissolved 
oxygen and turbidity. At the end of the 
school year the students present their 
results to LPBF staff members and an 
audience of their choice in the form of a 
PowerPoint presentation.

This program provides the perfect 
opportunity for students to be exposed 
to actual data collection as well as 
graphing and charting information, 
forming hypotheses and testing to get 
conclusions. To get your class involved, 
call JoAnn at 836-2238. 

Kenner Parks & Recreation

SUMMER PROGRAMS BROCHURE

New!!Kenner Parks & Recreation website

www.kenner.la.us/recreation.html

Coming in the May 
Kenner Star!

For More Information on any Rivertown Event, please call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com

 

 

 

Breakfast with 
the Bunny! 

    Hop into Kenner’s Rivertown… 
   for fun and egg-citement! 

Food & Beverages! 

Photo & Visit with the Bunny!  
        (Bring your own Camera) 

Children’s Castle Show! 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 27 
 
 

   Rivertown Exhibition Hall     
 
 

       415 Williams Boulevard 
 
 
 

10:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Event Admission: 
 
 
 

$10.00 per person 
(2 years and up) 

 
 
 

$5.00 per child 
(Under 2 years) 

 

 

 
 

Reservations Required:  
 
 

(504) 468-7231 

Porta Puppet Players  
present 

 
 

A VISIT WITH BELLE 
 

 

 
 

Sponsored by  
The City of Kenner & 

The Friends of Rivertown 
 

February 6
Porta Puppet Players

Present
“THE KREWE OF

LAFFTER PARADE”

February 20
Roscoe C. Reddix, Jr.
“TELLING TALES-
CARE TO SHARE”

Brother Roscoe shares stories from
Africa & around the world through

stories, songs, and movement!

February 13
CASTLE CLOSED

February 27
Adella, Adella, The Storyteller

“THINKING CAPS
AND LISTENING EARS”

Designed to spark an 
interest in reading!

FEBRUARY 2010

SATURDAYS ONLY
11:30 AM

$5.00 per person

 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us on a 3,000 mile journey in search of the Big 
Five…the elephant, the Cape buffalo, the rhino, the 

leopard and the lion!  Never before has wildlife been 
seen with such realism on the giant screen!

TUES THRU SAT
11:00 AM & 4:00 PM

 

 

2020 Fourth Street 
Kenner, LA 70062 

 
501 Williams Blvd., Rivertown 

Kenner, LA 70062 

January 2
CASTLE CLOSED

January 9
Glen Ghirardi

Magical Entertainer
"WINTER MAGIC"

January 16
Characters Two presenting

“GARDENS OF STORIES”

 

January 23
Porta Puppet Players

"IF THE SHOE FITS…"
Meet Cinderella as she 

weaves her magical story!

January 30
Stiryteller Frank Levy with

His Instant Theater Production of
“THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS”

 
SATURDAYS ONLY

11:30 AM
$5.00 per person

 

For More Information on any Rivertown Event, 
please call 504-468-7231 or visit:

www.rivertownkenner.com

 
 
    
 
 

             Welcome 2010! 

LASER 
POP 

J P C  B 
  with 

The Beatles Be a part of Beatlemania as the group’s most popular 
hits are brought to life through a dazzling laser light 

display!  The fun continues with a bonus show of 
more popular hits from artists like N’Sync, the B52’s, 

Smashmouth, and 3Doors Down.

TUES THRU SAT
Noon & 3:00 PM

 

 

A radio announcement…
an excited phone call…       

  and our sly gumshoe, 
  Skye Watcher is on the case!

TUES THRU SAT
10:00 AM

 

 

The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our 
Solar System and beyond!  Explore the planets 
and their moons, and search the night sky for 

distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.  

TUES THRU SAT
2:00 PM

 

 

 

 

Running time:  37 minutes 

The Stars are Back in 
Rivertown! 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 16, 2010 
 
 
 
 

Native American Music Day 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
 
 

Kenner's Rivertown 
$3.00 adults, $2.50 Children & Seniors 

 
 
 
 
 

For info call 468-7231 
 

 

For program listings, www.ktv76.com
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH & CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES

See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily) 

5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051  818-0053 (Fax)

Family Owned & Operated

Government
Heidi Ransom named city of
Kenner employee of 2009

Prior to the start of the February 4, 
2010 Kenner City Council meeting, 
Heidi Ransom, center, was announced 
as the city’s outstanding employee 
of the year for 2009. Ransom is 
coordinator of the Louis J. Roussel, Jr. 
Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema in 
Kenner’s Rivertown museum complex. 
Ransom maintains and runs the wide-
screen surround screen film equipment 
and presentations and also produces 
and mounts the laser light and music 
productions at the planetarium. Ransom 
was honored as outstanding employee 
for the month of May 2009, and then 
as outstanding employee of the quarter 
in July 2009. Posing with her at the 

presentation are (from left, bottom row) 
Community Services Director Mary-
Sharon Howland, Councilwoman at-
Large-A Michele Branigan, Ransom, 
Councilwoman at-Large-B Jeannie 
Black and Police Chief Steve Caraway. 
Middle row (left to right) District 
1 Councilman Gregory W. Carroll, 
District 4 Maria DeFrancesch and 
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn. Top 
row (left to right) District 2 Councilman 
Joe Stagni and District 5 Councilman 
Kent Denapolis. Ransom was selected 
from among hundreds of civil service 
employees who work for the city of 
Kenner. 

Now that Mitch Landrieu is preparing to take the mayor’s office, it is the perfect 
opportunity to consolidate state government and abolish an unnecessary political 
plum. It will not only save taxpayer money, but it will give politicians one less 
office to use as a stepping stone to another position.

While Governor Jindal has expressed interest in abolishing the position, a host of 
other politicians are lining up to run for the office in the upcoming special election. 
In fact, two candidates have already announced they will run, St. Tammany Parish 
President Kevin Davis and Secretary of State Jay Dardenne. The real motivation, 
of course, is that Bobby Jindal may vacate the governor’s office early. There is 
rampant speculation that Jindal may be included in the 2012 GOP ticket as either 
a presidential or vice-presidential nominee or that he may follow the lead of Sarah 
Palin and resign as governor to embark on the speaking circuit and maximize his 
national name recognition.

In reality, the only important responsibility of the lieutenant governor is to wait 
for the governor to leave the state or vacate the office. By eliminating the position, 
the state would be moving, albeit in a small direction, toward more efficient 
government. It is a good idea, as other states have eliminated the position, so let’s 
follow their lead. 

In this day and age, when budget deficits are out of control, we need to eliminate 
any and all superfluous positions in state government and save money for the 
abused taxpayers. Let’s start by getting rid of the office of lieutenant governor. 

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans and his Louisiana based television 
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the north 
shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website 
at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Crouere
(continued from page 7)

Qualified Roth IRA distributions are not subject to state and local taxation in most 
states and are also Federally tax-free provided a Roth IRA has been open for at least 
five years and the owner has reached age 59 ½ or meets other requirements. Non-
qualified distributions may be subject to income tax and an additional 10 percent early-
distribution penalty.

The way you invest for your retirement is a very important financial decision. For 
help in determining whether a Roth IRA should be part of your investment strategy talk 
with your financial advisor today. 

John L. Prevost is a financial advisor and first vice president of investments with Wells 
Fargo Advisors. This column was written by Wells Fargo Advisors and provided 
courtesy of John Prevost whose office is located at 111 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 
1800, in Metairie. Prevost can be contacted at 849-6649. The accuracy and 
completeness of this article are not guaranteed. The material is distributed solely 
for information purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer to buy any security 
or instrument or to participate in any trading strategy. Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, 
Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo and Company. Investments and insurance products are not FDIC-
insured, not bank-guaranteed and may lose value.

Prevost
(continued from page 10)

The Kenner Star is 100% advertiser supported!
Tell our ADVERTISERS

You saw it in the KENNER STAR
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701 W. Esplanade Avenue 

465-9590

Since 1985

ConneCt With
Style.
At Aveda Concept Salons, fresh
new talent connects you with the 
latest trends in cut, color and style.
Personalized service with pure
plant-based products care for you
and the Earth.
Book your appointment 
today–before everyone else does.

New Talent

haircuts starting at $16

Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

Government

City of Kenner outstanding
employees for January 2010

During a meeting of 
Kenner’s city department 
heads Wednesday, February 
17, Chief Administrative 
Officer Mike Quigley 
(center) confers certificates 
on Norma Riley (left) and 
BernaDean Bordelon (right) 
as outstanding employees 
of the month for January, 
2010. Bordelon, an Assistant 
Planner II who has worked 
for Kenner for 30 years, 
was cited for developing 
invaluable knowledge and 
insight that is reflected in 
her dedication to providing 
quality public service. 
Bordelon also serves as 
secretary to the Board of Zoning 
Adjustments and is credited with 
routinely going above and beyond 
what is required of her duties. Riley, 
a building monitor at the Hispanic 
Resource Center was honored for being 
a model employee who is courteous and 
respectful toward co-workers and the 
public; puts 100 percent effort toward 

job duties; makes everyone who visits 
the resource center feel special, and is 
a true team player and back up person 
at the Splash Park. Riley was also 
honored as always willing to assist 
in the center’s After School Program. 
When assigned to weekend work, she 
was credited with arriving early and 
never hesitating to do her part. 

Cenacle Benefit Luncheon
Sunday, March 31, 2010
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard

Mass at 11:00 a.m.
Celebrant
Archbishop Gregory Aymond

Tickets: $75
Silent Auction, Raffle, Parade of Prizes
To purchase tickets,
Call 887-1420, extension 227
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where I was elected chairman, Kenner Tourist Commission, 
Kenner’s Traffic Safety committee and Safe and Drug Free 
Schools. Those things I did before I was ever elected to office.

Citizens have told me about the city we love and its real lack 
of progress. Contracts that had to be revoked and vendors who 
weren’t forced to produce bonds to the city are a few of their 
concerns.

The solution currently proposed for the city’s financial prob-
lems is to raise taxes and user fees to its citizens when they are 
having a hard enough time making ends meet. 

I left the city of Kenner with a $5.6 million surplus, lowered 
property taxes, did $10 million in sewage improvements, re-
modeled 80 percent of the city’s drainage system and made 
major improvements to end flooding in many Kenner neighbor-
hoods.

I brought the city back first after Hurricane Katrina and have 
been nationally recognized for it. I got so many calls from won-
derful Kenner residents who saw these current problems and 
asked me to run. I am running to bring back progress to Ken-
ner!

If elected, what do you hope to accomplish in the four 
year term?

I will get our fiscal house in order, without raising taxes. Cut 
wasteful spending and stream line government.

The city’s infrastructure must be repaired. I will use sewage 
funds to stop back-flow problems into homes in Kenner and be-
gin repair of sewage lines. Improvements in drainage must be 
restarted and repairing our streets, which have been neglected.

Salaries for police, fire and city workers must be improved. I 
did it once, I can do it again.

Our recreation department keeps kids off streets, reduces 
crime and improves property values. I will make recreation a 

source of pride for Kenner residents once again. Finishing the 
development of Kenner City Park and Laketown will be ac-
complished.

Economic development which helps Kenner businesses suc-
ceed and create jobs will be a priority. Streamline the process 
for permitting and licenses. Hire our own economic develop-
ment director to bring new business to Kenner. We must return 
airport buyout land to commerce.

I will work toward a Class 1 fire rating that allows citizens to 
realize lower insurance premiums and provides added measure 
of safety. A fire station has recently been closed which will af-
fect our fire rating and increase our premiums and threatens 
safety.

Bring back Rivertown and the Saints Hall of Fame. Can you 
believe that in four years the city has not been able to repair the 
Saints Hall of Fame building and many other city buildings? 
Let us rejoice in our beloved national championship Saints and 
bring back our Saints Hall of Fame.

I will bring back progress to the city of Kenner with your help 
and vote. 

455-2355
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24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

I enjoy making a difference in the lives 
of many. I will be a dedicated, honest, 
hard-working mayor.

If elected, what do you hope to ac-
complish in the four year term?

I will restore funding to the Kenner 
Police Department so that they have the 
tools and manpower to keep crime at its 
lowest level. I will work to complete the 
overhaul to an archaic sewer system. I 
will continue to strengthen our defense 
against rising tides with better drainage 
and more flood protection.

I will bring new retail development 
and stronger economic development to 
our city. I will continue to work with 
education leaders to bring first-class 
schools to our city. I want to enact a 
master plan for the smart growth of Ri-
vertown and Laketown.

I will continue to lead a city in peace 
where the mayor and the council work 
respectfully with each other and the 
mayor and the chief of police work in 
harmony to keep the city safe. 

increase by fifty cents, from $1.59 to $2.09 with the 15 per-
cent discount on water consumption over 5,000 gallons still 
in force.

Of the $1.2 million in annual revenue the sewer rate in-
crease would provide, $650,000 would be used to pay off part 
of the $22 million low-interest loan from the state Department 
of Environmental Quality, which is to be used to help fix the 
city’s failing sewer system. Since funds collected from water 
bill sewer usage fees and property millage, dedicated to sew-

er work, fall short of paying the annual 
maintenance contract with Veolia Water, 
the contractor that runs the city’s sewer 
system, the city annually has to pay Veo-
lia approximately $550,000 from its gen-
eral fund. The balance of the proposed 
new revenue would be used to pay Veolia 
so the city would no longer have to spend 
general fund money each year on sewer 
maintenance.

Some council members say the rate 
increase is needed to show the state that 
the city is serious about correcting its 
sewer problems so the Kenner won’t 
be fined. Other council members feel 
the city should investigate Veolia’s con-
tract and the problems that have been 
reported with the contractor adhering to 
its contract.

The total cost of reconstructing the 
sewer system city-wide is approximate-
ly $50 million. Since last summer Ken-
ner has been put under two compliance 
orders with the state’s DEQ and could 
be fined millions of dollars for existing, 
ongoing sewer violations. 

a week,” said Chief Caraway. “It’s very 
humbling to be given the opportunity to 
serve the city of Kenner and its residents 
for four more years. The KPD is going 
to continue to work hard for the safety of 
the city and everyone who lives, works 
here or visits here.”

Caraway was re-elected after qualify-
ing closed on February 5, 2010. He was 
first elected as police chief in April 2006, 
will start his second four-year term on 
July 1, 2010 and will be term-limited 
from running again in 2014. 

partnership with the residents of District 
3. I’ve tried to be responsive to the issues 
that my district is most concerned about 
and it’s important to note that we’ve got-
ten excellent cooperation from the Kenner 
Police Department and City Hall. These 
things can’t be done alone or in a vacu-
um.”
Councilman Zahn said in addition to the 

effort to add more police protection, fight 
blight and beautify District 3, he wants to 
activate more Neighborhood Watch pro-
grams and civic associations in the district.
“More police patrols, the removal or 

repair of blighted properties and beauti-
fication of our neighborhoods are crucial 
steps but so is binding neighbors together 
through programs like Neighborhood 
Watch,” said Zahn. “As we look out for 
one another, we become more involved in 
our neighborhoods and the city. I’d like to 
see a day when every neighborhood in my 
district belongs to a civic association and 
is a Neighborhood Watch community.”
Zahn was first elected to the District 3 

seat in 2006 and re-elected after qualify-
ing closed on February 5, 2010. After his 
second four-year term ends June 30, 2014, 
he will be term-limited from running for 
the District 3 position again. 

Capitano
(continued from page 1)

Council defers vote
(continued from page 1)

Yenni
(continued from page 1)

Zahn
(continued from page 1)

Caraway
(continued from page 1)



KENNER STR - MARCh 2010   39

THE ICE HOUSE
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ST. JOSEPH
ST. PATRICK
IRISH ITALIAN
PARADES!
WE DELIVER

TO YOUR 
FLOAT!

3525 Williams Blvd.  
Kenner, LA  70065

464-8989

Lunch
Mon.-Sat.: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm

Sun.: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Open 7 Days

Dinner
Mon.-Thurs.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Sun.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm

$5 OFF bill of $25 or more
$10 OFF bill of $50 or more
$20 OFF bill of $100 or more
or a FREE bottle of house WINE
Expires 3/31/10“I’ve never tried to attract attention 

or make a fuss to benefit my politics,” 
she said. “I think the greatest service 
any of us can give the city of Kenner 
is to put aside the politics and concen-
trate on building a positive consensus 
through civility and cooperation.”

Black said there will be plenty of hard 
work for the council to address in the 
next four years. “We need a better sys-
tem of funding our police department 
and our fire department,” she said. “We 
need to come up with a realistic plan 
to fund the repair and rebuilding of our 
sewerage system. These are not simple 
problems. We’re going to have to work 

together with the new mayor and the 
council to get these things done. We’ll 
also need lots of input from the com-
munity we all serve. We’re going to 
need a lot of unity.”

Black was first elected as an official 
in 1994 as Kenner District 3 council-
woman and was re-elected unopposed 
in 1998 and 2002, as limits of two 
terms per office were initiated in 1998. 
In 2006 Black was elected to the Coun-
cil-at-Large B position before being re-
elected on February 5, 2010 and will 
be term-limited from running again for 
that seat. 

moving through the community, at-
tending meetings, being accessible and 
they know that I’m working very hard 
and seriously for their benefit and the 
betterment of District 1.”
Carroll says he’s going to keep work-

ing hard. “I had the good fortune to 
follow an excellent predecessor,” says 
Carroll, “but there’s still plenty of 
work to do. District 1 is the old part of 
Kenner and our sewerage and drainage 
problems are in need of serious repair 
and immediate attention. I’m deter-
mined to be part of the solution – not 
just a short-term solution but a long-
term solution. While our streets are 
much better than they were 10 years 
ago, there’s still a lot of improving that 

needs to be done and that is definitely 
one of my goals. I’m very optimistic 
about the future of Kenner. We need 
to work hard, we need to stress unity 
in the community and we can’t allow 
ourselves to be distracted by issues that 
deter us from getting work done. I’m 
already working positively on this full 
four year term.”
Carroll was elected in a runoff election 

held November 14, 2009 to fulfill the 
unexpired term through June 30, 2010 
of former District 1 Councilman Marc 
Johnson who was elected to the Loui-
siana Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal in 
April of 2009. Carroll’s full four year 
term will run through June 30, 2014. 

Carroll
(continued from page 1)

Black
(continued from page 1)
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd.,Kenner

• 24 hour access
• climate/non-climate controlled
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www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
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