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At its January 7, 2010 meeting the Kenner City Council 
elected Division A at-Large Councilwoman Michele Branigan 
its president for the next six-month term.

Council members also elected District 5 Councilman Kent 
Denapolis as its vice president for the next six-month term.

Both council members took their new seats immediately at 
the beginning of the council meeting. 

The election for all Kenner citywide offices will be 
held on March 27, 2010. On that ballot Kenner voters 
will be able to choose a mayor, police chief, the 
two Councilmembers-at-Large and all five district 
council positions. A runoff election, if necessary, 
will be held on April 1, 2010.

Candidates will qualify on February 3 through 
February 5, 2010.

The early voting period is March 13 through 
March 20 (except Sunday) and is held from 8:00 a.m. 
until 6:00 p.m. at the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters office, located in the 
Joe Yenni Building, 1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard, Suite 502, in Harahan. For 
more information call the registrar of voters office at 736-6191.

To be eligible to vote in any election, a voter must be registered 30 days prior 
to that particular election. 

Kenner citywide elections in March
The kings and queens of two major Carnival organizations will be in 

Kenner’s Rivertown to toast each other and greet the people of Kenner as 
part of the annual day-long Lundi Gras celebration on the eve of Mardi Gras, 
2010.

The event starts at 10:00 a.m. in the 400 block of Williams Boulevard in 
front of the Kenner Exhibition Center with a performance by the popular rock 
band The Topcats starting at 11:00 a.m.

At noon will be the arrival of the king and queen of the Zulu Social Aid and 
Pleasure Club and the king and queen of the Krewe of Argus. Kenner Mayor 
Ed Muniz will issue a welcome to the Carnival royalty and they will take part 
in traditional champagne toasts before the assembled crowd.

Both Carnival clubs parade in front of large crowds on Mardi Gras, Zulu in 
New Orleans and Argus in Metairie. The Zulu king is Jimmie L. Felder and 
his queen is his daughter, Liana Felder-Jefferson. David Robert Sherman is 
the king of the Krewe of Argus. His queen is Meredith Elizabeth Chehardy.

In addition to the toasting and presentation of proclamations the Kenner 
event includes crafts with food and drinks available at a modest cost. After 
the presentations, music from the Topcats will continue until 3:00 p.m. The 
entertainment and parking are free. 

Kenner City Council elects new officers

A silt buildup at Laketown in the 
lake near the Treasure Chest casino 
is causing boats to scrape against the 
water bottom at low tide and is also 
causing damage to propellers.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben 
Zahn said the city is going to respond 
by dredging the harbor to a depth of six 
to eight feet, beginning in March.

“The work is going to be paid for by 
FEMA at an estimated cost of about 
$800,000,” said Zahn, who credits 
Kenner’s Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer Mike Quigley and Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer of Public Works 
Prat Reddy for their determination and 
successful negotiations with FEMA to 
eliminate this over four-year old issue.

“The silt that will be removed is going 
to be taken to our nearby marshes to 
build up the wetlands. While the work 
is going on, the Kenner boat launch 
will be temporarily closed during 
weekdays. The boat launch will be re-
opened every weekend. We estimate 
the work will take about 120 days or 

maybe a little less,” said 
Zahn.

Reddy, who heads up 
Kenner’s public works 
department, said the 
contractor, Great Southern 
Dredging, is responsible 
for protecting the site 
during the execution of 
the project. Reddy said 
the contract for the work is being 
processed for approval by Mayor Ed 
Muniz.

“We appreciate the boat owners who 
use the Kenner Boat Launch and want 
to clear up this problem for them,” said 
Zahn. 

Silt buildup in lake dredging set for early March
BY ALLAN KATZ

In an act of unanimity, the seven members of 
the Kenner City Council have united to try to 
find a way to reassign money allocated in the 
city’s operating and capital budgets in order to 
identify funds that can be used to repay a $22 
million low-interest loan that will finance the 
rebuilding of a long-neglected broken sewerage 
system.

The seven members of the Council – District 1 
Councilman Greg Carroll, District 2 Councilman 
Joe Stagni, District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn, 

District 4 Councilwoman 
Maria DeFrancesch, District 5 
Councilman Kent Denapolis 
and Councilwomen-at-Large 
Michele Branigan and Jeannie 
Black – have agreed they want 
to investigate further tightening 
of the city’s financial belt to pay 

for the sewerage system rebuilding that is being 
mandated by federal and state environmental 
agencies.

“We are in agreement with the mayor that the 
sewer system rebuilding needs to happen and 
we are committed to get it done,” said Branigan. 
Mayor Ed Muniz’ recommendation is that the 
sewerage rebuilding be funded by increasing 
the sewer usage fee to Kenner residents. “We 
have deferred action on this for 30 days so we 
could pursue our own ideas about how to pay 
for the sewerage work. We are all together 
in realizing that this needs to be done. The 
only question is whether it can be funded by 
additional tightening of the city’s operating and 
capital budgets and we are conducting our own 
investigation of that.”

However, members of the Council did say 

Kenner City Council says no increases to 
residents for now, vows to find funds to pay 
for rebuilding sewerage system
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 30

Topcats headline Kenner’s Rivertown 
annual Lundi Gras celebration

Michele BraniganKent Denopolis
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3100 Clearview Pkwy (near Café East)
504-885-4223

www.eastjeff ersonimaging.com

The finest in technologies and services:
• 64-Slice CT     • Ultrasound     • X-Ray 
• Louisiana’s only high fi eld, panorama, open MRI 
• Lab Services

The finest in excellence and accuracy:
Staff ed by EJGH Radiologists renowned for superior 
care, EJIC off ers the best in diagnostic accuracy.

The finest in comfort and convenience:
The most comfortable MRI and CT experience is 
complemented by a facility that is built around 
making your experience as pleasant as possible 
and off ering same and next-day appointments.

EAST JEFFERSON
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General Hospital
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The future of healthcare is here.

EAST JEFFERSON

We believe you deserve both 

excellence and convenience.
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For More Information on any Rivertown Event, please call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com

KTV

February 6
Porta Puppet Players

Present
“THE KREWE OF

LAFFTER PARADE”

February 20
Roscoe C. Reddix, Jr.
“TELLING TALES-
CARE TO SHARE”

Brother Roscoe shares stories from
Africa & around the world through

stories, songs, and movement!

February 13
CASTLE CLOSED

February 27
Adella, Adella, The Storyteller

“THINKING CAPS
AND LISTENING EARS”

Designed to spark an 
interest in reading!

FEBRUARY 2010

SATURDAYS ONLY
11:30 AM

$5.00 per person

 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us on a 3,000 mile journey in search of the Big 
Five…the elephant, the Cape buffalo, the rhino, the 

leopard and the lion!  Never before has wildlife been 
seen with such realism on the giant screen!

TUES THRU SAT
11:00 AM & 4:00 PM

 

 

2020 Fourth Street 
Kenner, LA 70062 

 
501 Williams Blvd., Rivertown 

Kenner, LA 70062 

January 2
CASTLE CLOSED

January 9
Glen Ghirardi

Magical Entertainer
"WINTER MAGIC"

January 16
Characters Two presenting

“GARDENS OF STORIES”

 

January 23
Porta Puppet Players

"IF THE SHOE FITS…"
Meet Cinderella as she 

weaves her magical story!

January 30
Stiryteller Frank Levy with

His Instant Theater Production of
“THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS”

 
SATURDAYS ONLY

11:30 AM
$5.00 per person

 

For More Information on any Rivertown Event, 
please call 504-468-7231 or visit:

www.rivertownkenner.com

 
 
    
 
 

             Welcome 2010! 

LASER 
POP 

J P C  B 
  with 

The Beatles Be a part of Beatlemania as the group’s most popular 
hits are brought to life through a dazzling laser light 

display!  The fun continues with a bonus show of 
more popular hits from artists like N’Sync, the B52’s, 

Smashmouth, and 3Doors Down.

TUES THRU SAT
Noon & 3:00 PM

 

 

A radio announcement…
an excited phone call…       

  and our sly gumshoe, 
  Skye Watcher is on the case!

TUES THRU SAT
10:00 AM

 

 

The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our 
Solar System and beyond!  Explore the planets 
and their moons, and search the night sky for 

distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.  

TUES THRU SAT
2:00 PM

 

 

 

 

Running time:  37 minutes 

The Stars are Back in 
Rivertown! 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 16, 2010 
 
 
 
 

Native American Music Day 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
 
 

Kenner's Rivertown 
$3.00 adults, $2.50 Children & Seniors 

 
 
 
 
 

For info call 468-7231 
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From the Editor
The sewerage mess has come home to roost in Kenner
BY ALLAN KATZ

Jeannie Black 
tried to tell us 
more than 16 
years ago that 
Kenner was 

headed for a colossal mess when it 
came to the city’s sewerage system.

But no one, including me, paid 
much attention. Black, now a Kenner 
Councilwoman-at-Large but then a 
District 3 Councilwoman, was a lonely 
voice. The problems with Kenner’s 
sewerage system, parts of which were 
aging back then and other parts which 
were not functioning properly seemed 
at the time like an expensive need that 
could be postponed for a while.

The postponement went on for 16 
long years. And, of course, the 40-year 
old sewerage system became more 
aged, more dysfunctional and more 
problematical. So, now the sewerage 
crisis is real and immediate. The entire 
system needs to be rebuilt to a tune of 
at least $50 million. Federal and state 
environmental agencies are prepared to 
fine the city of Kenner $27,500 daily 
if the sewerage system isn’t rebuilt, 

starting now.
The crisis has already claimed its 

first casualty. Mayor Ed Muniz, after 
his first couple of years in office, came 
to the conclusion that the funding 
formula for Kenner government was 
unstable, even beyond the issue of the 
deteriorating sewerage system. Muniz 
concluded that Kenner’s income was 
too reliant on fluctuating sales tax 
revenues and he felt it was imperative 
to change the way the city’s government 
was funded with a more stable source. 
With sales tax collections coming in 
less than projected over the last 18 
months, down over $1.5 million in the 
first half of the city’s fiscal year and 
no end in sight for that trend, Muniz 
said the city had tightened its belt in all 
departments as much as it could to help 
withstand the economic fallout that is 
also plaguing the nation. On top of the 
bad economy, the city was in serious 
trouble with the state’s Department of 
Environmental Quality for its sewer 
system’s deplorable condition and has 
a non-compliance order in place since 
last August. (Go to http://www.kenner.

la.us/images/deq_order.pdf to view the 
order) Muniz has stated he does not 
know how patient and understanding 
the state will be on the city’s progress 
for moving forward on the sewerage 
systems pressing needs.

Muniz proposed that the Council 
ask the voters to decide on a property 
tax millage increase and then asked 
the Council to enact a sewer usage 
fee increase to pay for the sewerage 
rebuilding. Muniz said he can’t find any 
more fat and he does not want to rob 
the general fund anymore, especially 
the fire and police budgets, to fund the 
sewerage rebuilding.

He was disheartened to discover that 
the Council wanted to look for other 
alternatives and were hesitant to put it 
before the voters.

Black probably has it right when 
she says, “There’s a small group of 
Kenner residents who would vote for 
increased property taxes and support an 
increased sewerage usage fee. But the 
vast majority is not going along with 
it.” So Muniz decided he is stepping 
down, not running for a second term 

he could have won. He feels the voters 
should be able to decide what the city 
should do about the money crisis and 
that ultimately the Council is going to 
have to go to the voters for help.

Now, the Kenner City Council, 
saying they have heard feedback from 
the voters, is going all-out to try to 
revamp the city budget further so 
they can pay off a $22 million, less 
than one percent low-interest loan 
that Muniz landed from the state to 
partially finance the sewerage work. 
The seven members of the Council, 
united, say they are willing to postpone 
other projects and devote funds that 
were previously allocated elsewhere to 
the repayment of the sewerage loans. 
At their January 7, 2010 meeting they 
deferred any action on this matter for 
30 days so they can scrutinize the city’s 
finances.

The problem will come, if after 
further revamping and realigning and 
the expected continued budget shortfall 
in sales tax revenue, to what will happen 
if more money can’t be found to fund 

Political Review
Baton Rouge, we have a problem
BY JEFF CROUERE

For decades, 
Louisiana state 
government has 
been growing with 
reckless abandon. 

Louisiana politicians have funded the 
welfare state with high taxes, mineral 
revenues and plenty of cash from Uncle 
Sam. Sadly for the politicians in Baton 
Rouge, the party is over. The national 
recession coupled with the decline in 
hurricane-related federal funding means 
that our state government needs to 
embark on a massive diet.

The pain really began last year. Since 
our constitution requires the state to 
balance the budget each year, significant 
spending reductions were required, 
especially in the areas of higher 
education and healthcare. Over the 
past year, about one quarter of a billion 
dollars has been cut from the higher 
education budget and some services 
will be permanently eliminated. For 
example, the LSU Agricultural Center 
will no longer be able to have a presence 
in all 64 parishes in the state.

Next year, the cuts will have to be 
larger as budget analysts predict that 
there will be a deficit of at least $3 
billion. Yet, there should be plenty of 
areas, other than vital services, that can 
be trimmed. For example, the legislative 
slush funds should be eliminated and 
religious organizations and non-profit 
organizations affiliated with legislators 
should not receive one dime of state 

funding.
In reality, it should not be difficult 

for the size of our state government 
to be prudently reduced. In the past 
fifteen years, the budget of state 
government has tripled from $10 billion 
to approximately $30 billion. During 
that time, the private sector has not 
grown and the state’s population has 
remained stagnant. In fact, this sluggish 
population growth will cost the state of 
Louisiana a congressional seat after the 
2010 census.

To deal with the problems, Governor 
Bobby Jindal created a streamlining 
commission which conducted hearings 
across the state and drafted a set of 
recommendations. While some of these 
recommendations are meaningful, the 
really significant measures proposed 
by State Treasurer John Kennedy were 
rejected.

Kennedy suggested that the state 
consolidate the multiple higher 
education boards into a single board. He 
also recommended that the number of 
state government employees be reduced 
by 5,000 per year for the next three years. 
The state treasurer also proposed that 20 
percent of state consulting contracts be 
eliminated. All of these ideas need to be 
implemented; unfortunately, there is a 
lack of political will in Baton Rouge.

It is time for drastic action since the 
economic times are so harsh. Here 
are a few statistics that illustrate that 
Louisiana is not immune to this deep 

recession:
In Louisiana, international trade is 

a major component of our economy. 
However, during the first three quarters 
of 2009, the value of our total exports 
declined 29 percent compared to the 
same period last year.

Bankruptcies surged in Louisiana 
in the past year, increasing 18 percent 
compared to 2008. Analysts pointed to 
the depressed housing market, mounting 
credit card debt and the decreased retail 
sales among other troubling economic 
indicators.

In the fiscal year 2009, state personal 
income tax collections in Louisiana 
declined for the first time in twenty-two 
years.

The number of Louisiana citizens 
receiving jobless benefits doubled 
during the last year, while the number 
of households receiving food stamps 
surged approximately 25 percent in the 
last two years.

In the fiscal period that ended in 
October, sales tax revenue that fund 
the state treasury decreased 17 percent 
compared to the previous year.

Compared to last year, state personal 
income taxes fell 10 percent, while 
corporate tax revenue plummeted 25 
percent.

Overall the personal income of 
Louisiana residents in the third quarter 
of 2009 declined per capita more than 
any other state in the nation.

continued on page 29

continued on page 25
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Mardi Gras and football – Magic and dreams
BY Ed MUNIZ, Kenner Mayor

In the popular 
1950 film 
“Cinderella,” the 
title character 

encourages her animal friends to 
never stop dreaming and she sings “A 
Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes.” 
The listeners are filled with the hope 
that if they dream hard enough, the 
wish will come true. As we embark on 
the celebration of Carnival 2010, the 
people of our area know what dreams, 
wishes and fantasies are all about. 
Anyone within shouting distance of 
the Louisiana Superdome knows that 
wishes and dreams can come true.

Some of us have been fortunate 
enough for years to help bring dreams 
to reality on the Carnival floats that 
parade our streets. Thousands of us 
who have had season tickets to the 
New Orleans Saints football games 
for decades have finally watched the 
reality unfold before us and the eyes 
of the nation.

This community has a long history 
of successfully dealing with what 
“Fate” hands it and how the Lord 
blesses us. It is an irony that the 
Saints’ success overlaps greater New 
Orleans Carnival this year. But the 
know-how and the will are there to 

adapt, and there is always “Laisses le 
bon temp rouler.”

We enter February with high spirits 
looking for championship rewards 
and a fun filled Carnival season. 
Regardless, Saints will be all over the 
place this Carnival. So many players 
have imbedded themselves in so many 
levels of the community it’s easy to 
accept how hard they have worked for 
the team and the community.

Carnival, like the Saints, is a kind 
of thing that links all of us. It is a 
mindset of all who were born and 
raised here and the thousands who 
are not natives but who embraced the 
spirit of Mardi Gras. And through the 
years, its observance spread to the 
suburbs, then nearby cities as locals 
moved away from the city center – 
as far away as Corpus Christi and 
Pensacola. 

Even when there was a police 
strike in New Orleans and parades 
were cancelled, Kenner found a way 
to host several parades so that not 
all of Carnival was lost. As the ebb 
and flow of economy, population and 
other factors affect the membership 
of Carnival krewes, some new 
organizations form, others merge 
and still others die out. The mindset, 

however, stays within us and lives on.
Kenner observes Lundi Gras (Fat 

Monday), February 15, the day before 
Mardi Gras, and is one of several 
locations where the area Carnival 
revelry starts building toward a huge 
climax the next day. This year’s event 
starts at 10:00 a.m. in Rivertown in 
the 400 block of Williams Boulevard. 
Crafts, food, fun and drink will be 
available. Live music by The Topcats 
Band starts at 11:00 a.m. 

Before noon, royalty from the 
Krewe of Argus in Metairie and the 
Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club in 
New Orleans begin arriving. At noon, 
other city officials and I will toast 
the parade dignitaries and present 
proclamations hailing their reigns as 
Carnival royalty and wishing them 
fun filled parade rides on Mardi Gras. 
The live music, food and crafts will 
continue to 3:00 p.m.

It’s a time for fun, community spirit, 
and preserving our culture.

People not from here come to take 
part in celebrating Carnival and often 
they do not understand what the 

“party” is all about. Several years ago, 
a TV celebrity who rode on Mardi 
Gras made the observation that few 
communities are as blessed and as 
wise as we are to take time out in the 
dead of winter to enjoy what we have 
and join with our neighbors in a day 
or two of carefree joy, while enjoying 
the company of each other without 
worrying about one’s station in life 
until we take on the responsibilities of 
the Lenten season. “It’s a wonderful 
thing you can do that,” she said.

I agree. I think it helps explain why 
we have had faith for so long that the 
Saints will bring us joy. Check it out 
yourself. If you happen to be out of 
town, say “New Orleans” or “Mardi 
Gras” or “the Saints” to someone 
from another part of the country. They 
will almost surely smile. 

Mayor Muniz can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

City of Kenner economic profile 
from JEDCO now available online
The Jefferson Economic Development 

Commission recently released a first-
ever up-to-date profile of the city of 
Kenner with information ranging from 
market access data and financing to 
business workforce profiles and site 
development opportunities.
The information was presented at the 

January 21, 2010 Kenner City Council 
meeting. To access the information go 
to the city’s website, www.Kenner.la.us, 
and click on “Economic Profile.”
JEDCO developed the special 47 

page economic profile for Kenner, 
which presents the latest statistical 
information, charts, workforce info, 
maps and more on the state’s sixth 
largest city and the largest municipality 
in Jefferson Parish – the state’s largest 
parish.
The Kenner economic profile was 

created to provide reliable 
economic and demographic 
information which has 
been difficult to compile 
as a result of Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita and Gustav, 
JEDCO said. Residents 
and businesses will be 
able to use this profile 
as a resource for making 
informed decisions about 

locating and/or expanding in Kenner. 
The economic profile can be used as a 
source for accurate demographics and 
statistical information.
The profile is arranged in an easy-to-

use format that can be downloaded for 
presentations with backup data about 
population, labor force, finance, tax 
bases, demographics and real estate, all 
augmented with appealing graphics.
Lacey Bordelon, Kenner’s 

representative for JEDCO, said the 
economic profile will be updated on a 
regular basis throughout the year so the 
most up-to-date information on Kenner 
can be accessed immediately. She said 
the data will be available in a hard-copy 
version for presentation to developers 
who attend conferences aimed at 
attracting new business for Kenner. 
Bordelon can be reached at 833-1881. 

Two GreaT LocaTions in Kenner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Hours everyday 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 pm

Celebrating 15 yearsCall Ahead for

To Go Orders!
Extended Breakfast 

Menu
Saturday & Sunday til 3 PM

Quick Breakfast
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs & Cheese   $2.95
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Sausage & cheese  $3.75
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese $3.75
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese  $3.75
Croissant Filled with Eggs & Cheese   $4.75
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Sausage & Cheese  $5.45
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese $5.45
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese  $5.45

Belgian Waffles
Plain with Syrup     $4.95
Strawberry Waffle     $5.95
Blueberry Waffle     $5.95
Banana Waffle     $5.95
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Automotive scams
BY STEVE CARAWAY, Kenner Police Chief

For years, 
police officers 
have dealt with 
all types of 

illegal scams and are constantly trying 
to thwart new ones from emerging. 
Amongst some of the most deceiving 
of these scams are the ones that prey 
upon foreigners who are unfamiliar 
with our local laws. Most notably, the 
“International Driving License Scam” 
and the “Rent to Own Auto Scam” 
have been prevalent in the local and 
surrounding communities ever since an 
influx of foreign construction workers 
came into the area following Hurricane 
Katrina.

Here are a few facts you need to know 
about International Driving Permits:

There is no such thing as an 
International Driver’s License. 
International Driving Permits are legal 
documents which translate a driver’s 
license into several languages.

While some countries require a 
visitor to carry an IDP, other countries 
only recommend it. U.S. citizens are 
strongly encouraged to carry one if 
traveling to countries where English is 
not the primary language spoken.

International Driver’s Permits are not 
required in the United States.

An International Drivers Permit 
supplements a valid government-
issued license. It does not serve as a 
replacement for a license and cannot 
be used as a passport or sole proof of 
identity.

The U.S. does not issue International 
Driving Permits to foreign visitors.

Only two organizations in the U.S. are 
authorized to Sell IDPs: The American 
Automobile Association (www.aaa.
com) and the American Automobile 
Touring Alliance, which offers IDPs 
through the National Automobile Club 
(www.nationalautoclub.com). An 
International Driver’s Permit costs $15.

The Rent to Own Automotive Scam 
takes place when the seller or dealership 

withholds the vehicle’s title until the 
sale price is paid in full. As a result, 
the buyer is unable to obtain a license 
plate, registration or insurance on the 
vehicle without the title. The seller 
generally sells the buyer a temporary 
license plate every 60 days during the 
payment period until the vehicle is paid 
in full.

Legally, the buyer is entitled to the 
vehicle’s title and only one temporary 
license plate tag can be issued per 
vehicle. The buyer is required to title 
the vehicle in his or her name and the 
lender is supposed to be listed as a co-
owner. However, when practicing this 
illegal scam, the seller withholds the 
title to maintain sole ownership of the 
vehicle and in the event the buyer does 
not make his scheduled payment, the 
seller simply steals the vehicle back, 
giving no legal rights to the buyer or 
credit for the money that has been paid 
on the vehicle.

Numerous Hispanic drivers have 
fallen prey to this illegal Rent to Own 
Auto scheme. The vehicles are being 
impounded due to the renter not having 
auto insurance, a license plate or proper 
registration. Afterwards, only the titled 
owner of the vehicle can reclaim the 
vehicle from the impound lot.

Our hope is that by educating the 
community on these types of scams and 
informing them of their rights, they can 
better understand our laws and alert the 
local authorities if they ever encounter 
illegal schemes such as this. Hopefully, 
by spreading the word, we can prevent 
others from falling victim to these 
crimes. If you have fallen victim to 
these types of auto scams or a similar 
type of scam, please contact the Kenner 
Police Department to file a report with 
an officer. You can reach the Kenner 
Police Department at 712-2200. 

Chief Caraway can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the 
Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com.

Now we’re serving up all of your hearty, 
homestyle favorites to-go. And to 

celebrate, we’re inviting you to stop 
by for some great food, on us. 

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or 
gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 03/31/10. 

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or 
gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 03/31/10. 

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or 
gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 03/31/10. 

Free chocolate pecan

brownie

Freesausage
biscuit

Free kids’ meal
For Kids 12 and under with adult meal purchase of $5.99 or more.

Available only from 6:30 am to 10:30 am.

3117 Loyola Drive • Kenner, LA 70065
6:30 am - 10:00 pm

the grand opening
celebrate
of the new piccadilly express

Our first drive thru location.

Stop by and

PICC09-383 KENNERstar v3.indd   1 12/7/09   11:14 AM

KENNER STR
website

www.kennerstar.com
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Inexpensive spaying and neutering controls pet population
BY KEITH CHIRO, Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement director

While it is 
always important 
to provide 
adequate food, 

water and shelter for your pets, it is 
particularly important during this time 
of the year when temperatures can 
drop below freezing, as we recently 
experienced.

In order to ensure that animals 
receive proper care, Kenner, like 
most municipalities nationwide, has 
adopted laws that require pet owners 
to provide shelter, adequate fresh and 
wholesome food and water, at least 
every twenty-four hours. Additionally, 
owners are required to protect pets 
from environmental stress and provide 
annual immunization for dogs and cats.

Animal neglect comes in many 
forms and it is not always obvious. For 
instance, a common problem locally 
and nationally is stray animals and over 
burdened animal shelters. One of the 
main reasons there are so many stray 
animals and overcrowding of animal 
shelters is because many pet owners do 
not have their pets spayed or neutered 
after they reach an appropriate age. This 

results in unwanted pet litters, which 
often end up as neighborhood strays or 
are turned over to local animal shelters.

In recent years the Jefferson Parish 
Animal Shelter has made a major 
commitment to reduce the number of 
animals that are being euthanized at 
their two animal shelters.

In an attempt to encourage pet owners 
to have their pets neutered and spayed, 
Friends of the Jefferson Animal Shelter, 
a non-profit charitable organization that 
works in conjunction with the Jefferson 
Parish Animal Shelter, has vouchers 
available for spay/neuter of felines and 
canines for Jefferson Parish residents. 
Feral kittens/cats are a $10 co-pay. 
Owned kittens or cats and puppies 
or dogs are a $25 co-pay. Kittens and 
puppies can be spayed or neutered as 
soon as they reach two pounds and are 
at least eight weeks old.

Once you obtain a voucher, the 
animal can be spayed or neutered at the 
participating vet clinics, Ark Animal 
Hospital, Louisiana SPCA, Pets R Our 
World Mobile Veterinary Clinic or 
Southern Animal Foundation. For more 
information on obtaining a voucher 

from Friends of the Jefferson Animal 
Shelter you can call 883-8277 or visit 
their website at www.fjas.petfinder.com.

The animal shelter and Friends of 
the Animal Shelter offer adoption days 
at various locations within Jefferson 
Parish as well as promoting foster care 
for animals and allowing volunteers 
to assist at the animal shelter. To 
contact the animal shelter for further 
information you can call 736-6111.

Another organization that offers 
low cost spaying or neutering for 
felines and canines is the Southern 
Animal Foundation located at 1829 
Magazine Street in New Orleans. In 
order for Jefferson Parish residents 
to take advantage of this program an 
appointment must be made in advance 
by calling 975-PETS(7387). Proof of 
Jefferson Parish residency is required 
in the form of a valid driver’s license 
or state ID. Cost is $10 for cats or dogs 
and services will be offered at Southern 
Animal Foundation’s annex, located at 

1829 Magazine Street, every Monday, 
Tuesday and Friday.

By having your pet spayed or neutered 
you are ensuring a longer healthier life 
for your pet as well as reducing the 
number of strays, which also results in 
less animals being euthanized annually.

Anyone wishing to acquire a pet 
should consider adopting one from the 
Parish Animal Shelter. Animals put up 
for adoption at the shelter have been 
evaluated by a veterinarian, received all 
necessary vaccinations, and adults have 
been either spayed or neutered.

Pets can be a wonderful addition to 
any household. Just remember that their 
quality of life is ours to decide. Do your 
best to be your pet’s best friend. If you 
need to contact the Kenner Humane 
Office you can call 468-7503. 

Keith Chiro is the director of Kenner’s 
Inspection and Code Enforcement 
Department. Chiro can be reached at 
468-6655 or by email at iced@kenner.
la.us.

Government

Having a hemorrhoid can
feel a lot like this.

Living with it when you
don’t have to, feels worse

The disease no
one wants to 
talk about

You don't have
to live with 

hemorrhoids
anymore

Non-surgical
and painless
treatment of

hemorrhoids in
two minutes

• Gold Standard
• Office Procedure
• No Anesthesia
• Highly Effective
• Covered by most

health insurance
plans

Dr. Wagih Mando, FACS
Certified by American Board of Surgery
Over 20 years in practice
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite 410, OMC-Kenner Office Building 
Tel. 504-464-8619
www.DrMando.com • email: surgery@drmando.com

Boxing program at old Wentworth 
Gym draws lots of young fighters

A boxing program started by the Kenner 
Parks and Recreation Department at the 
old Wentworth Gym, now called the 
Wentwood Adult Complex, has drawn 
lots of young men who want to learn 
fighting skills.

“I’ve been incredibly pleased with the 
turnout, the excellence of the teaching 
program and the enthusiasm of the kids 
who want to learn how to box,” said Ken 
Marroccoli, director of the KPRD.

“Paul Whittaker, who is running the 
program for us, and his staff of volunteer 
coaches are doing an excellent job. 
We’re getting between 35 and 50 young 
people from the ages of 12 to 20 just 
about every day.”

Located at Furman Drive and Tulane 
Avenue, the old Wentwood Gym offers 
the boxing program every day from 3:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

“We all know that training for boxing 
is a tremendous cardiovascular buildup. 
You can see already that a lot of the 
youngsters who come out four or five 
days a week and really train have vastly 
improved their bodies,” said Marriccoli.

He said the idea for a boxing program 
in Kenner came from five or six different 
sources, including long-time New 
Orleans fight promoter Les Bonnano. 
Mayor Ed Muniz and Marriccoli said that 

if someone could be found with boxing 
experience and a talent for teaching self-
defense they would give it a try. When 
Whittaker, a former professional fighter 
became available, Marriccoli gave the 
go-ahead.

“Our primary purpose is fitness and 
self-defense skills but the program 
has already produced two kids who 
have done quite well in Silver Gloves 
competition, including one youngster 
who won a medal,” said Marriccoli.

The KPRD Director said the emphasis 
in the program is on safety with 
participants wearing headgear and waist 
protectors.

“The response to the program tells us 
that there is a real appetite among young 
people to learn more about boxing and 
also to use boxing workouts as a way to 
get themselves into great shape,” said 
Marriccoli. “I’m sure that as the program 
goes on, there will be an even larger 
turnout as it becomes established.” 

BY ALLAN KATZ

Everything under $6
Big Bowls in the Big Easy for little prices

Gumbo
Our home-style soup starts with a 
deep brown roux, onions and bell 
peppers and is slow-cooked for 

over 4 hours and served with tender 
chicken and andouille sausage.

Bourbon Street Chicken
Tender chicken slow-cooked 

in a lightly sweet butter-hoison 
sauce. Perfect for those who 

like it on the mild-side.

Big Bowl Entrees      Bayou Appetizers      Po’ Boy Sandwiches      Daily Specials
Dine In      Carry Out      Catering      Delivery

www.jgumbo.com      •      817 West Esplanade, Suite D      •      464-3774
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Health
Saints sports injuries of 2009
BY CRAIG GOOdWIN

Hopefully, as 
you read this 
article, the New 
Orleans Saints are 

preparing for the Super Bowl in Miami. 
If not, it has been a wonderful year with 
great excitement and a positive outlook 
for the 2010 season. The team has 
experienced its share of injuries this year 
and I would like to give you an insight on 
the details of some of those injuries.

One of the big injuries this year 
occurred in pre-season when Jamal 
Brown went down with a sports hernia 
and hip injury. Jabari Greer also sustained 
a sports hernia injury and was sidelined 
for seven to eight weeks before returning 
for the Carolina game. A sports hernia 
occurs when there is a weakening or tear 
of the muscles of the lower abdominal 
wall. This type of hernia is very similar to 
an inguinal hernia and occurs in the same 
area of the groin. The only difference is 
the inguinal hernia presents with a pouch 
in the area of injury but the sports hernia 
does present with a palpable pouch and 
is much more difficult to diagnose. Initial 
treatment is rest from activity in hopes 
that the pain will subside and the area 
heal. If this is not successful, surgery is 
needed. Return to activity is usually about 

eight weeks.
High ankle sprains have plagued Lance 

Moore with injuries to both ankles this 
year. A high ankle sprain is an injury that 
involves the large ligament above the 
ankle that joins the two bones of the lower 
leg. The tibia and fibula run from the 
knee to the ankle and are joined together 
by this ligament called the syndesmosis 
or syndesmotic ligament. This injury 
can also be associated with injury to 
ligaments around the ankle, making 
for a more difficult rehabilitation. The 
more common lateral or inversion ankle 
sprain can take from two to six weeks to 
rehabilitate but the high ankle sprain is 
usually immobilized for a period of four 
to six weeks before rehabilitation starts. 
A player will usually return to activity in 
about two to three months following this 
injury.

Jeremy Shockey was sidelined during 
the Atlanta game this year with a turf toe 
injury. Turf toe is an injury located at the 
base of the big toe, located at the ball of 
the foot that occurs from a hyperextension 
motion. Turf toe is usually caused from 
either jamming the toe or pushing off 
repeatedly when running or jumping. 
The symptoms include pain at the base of 
the toe along with stiffness and swelling. 

Treatment is rest, compression and ice in 
the early stage of injury. Limited weight-
bearing as well as restricting motion by 
taping helps decrease pain and swelling. A 
player should be able to return to activity 
within three to four weeks following this 
type of injury.

Tracy Porter was injured during the 
third quarter of the St. Louis Rams game 
and returned to practice on a limited basis 
four weeks later after sustaining a medial 
collateral injury to his left knee. The 
medial collateral ligament (MCL) is one 
of four ligaments that are critical to the 
stability of the knee joint. The MCL has 
attachments at the end of the femur (thigh 
bone) on the inside of the knee to the top 
of the tibia or shin bone. This ligament 
resists or prevents opening of the inside 
of the knee joint. This injury usually 
occurs as a contact blow to the outside 
of the knee or as a non-contact injury 

through cutting, pivoting or deceleration 
movements. There are different levels 
of MCL injury graded I, II and III. A 
level one injury usually takes four weeks 
before a return to activity and a grade II 
MCL injury will take six to eight weeks 
before a return to activity.

With all injuries a proper diagnosis and 
treatment plan are critical to allow a quick 
recovery for all athletes to return to their 
sport. Go Saints!!! 

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, 
is president of Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy, located at 3921 Williams 
Boulevard and two other locations 
in Metairie and on the West Bank. 
Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health, 
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic 
and Sports Therapy can be contacted via 
email at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Each year, millions of Americans are 
diagnosed with cancer and chronic 
diseases requiring them to undergo 
treatment by infusion, which means 
the drug or drugs are administered by 
IV. In order to make life easier and 
treatments more convenient for all 
of these patients living in the Kenner 
area, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner 
has recently opened an outpatient 
infusion center. The infusion center 
is conveniently located on the second 
floor in the Medical Office Building, 
Suite 200, and is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The new infusion center at OMC-
Kenner will not only treat cancer 
patients undergoing chemotherapy, but 
also patients with multiple sclerosis, 
osteoporosis, rheumatoid arthritis, as 
well as those with low white blood 
cell (neutropenia) or red blood cell 
(different forms of anemia) counts and 
patients with infections who require IV 
antibiotics.

Depending on each patient’s diagnosis 
and the particular drug being used to 
treat it, he or she may require infusions 
once a day, once a week or once a month. 
Whether treatment is for cure, control, 
or palliative care, our dedicated team is 
here to support patients as well as family 
members during their difficult time.

Newly renovated, the infusion area at 
OMC-Kenner has a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere. In addition to relaxing 

recliner chairs, state-of-the-art equipment 
and supplies are in place to ensure 
patients receive their infusions and 
injections in a comfortable, private and 
safe environment. Both chemo and non-
chemo medications will be administered 
by a chemo-certified nurse. Cancer 
patients will receive detailed one-on-one 
teaching for their specific cancer therapy 
regimen and side effects, in addition to a 
take home patient handbook.

Other complementary services are 
also available for patients in the infusion 
center. Some of those services include 
warm blankets, individual music 
selection, flat screen televisions, lunch, 
snacks, drinks and books.

It is our hope that this convenient 
and familiar location and our friendly, 
compassionate staff are able to ease the 
burden of patients undergoing these 
types of treatments.

If you would like additional 
information, please call Pam Ryan at 
464-8616. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive 
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner and has served in this role for four 
years. Zambito has been at the Kenner 
facility for over 18 years. Zambito, who 
serves on the boards of the National 
Kidney Foundation of Louisiana and the 
Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of 
Kenner is also a member of the Jefferson 
Chamber of Commerce and the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Pofessional Business 
Association’s (KPBA) 

meeting will be held

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER 17, 2009
Speaker: Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz

Topic: State of the City

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at 11:45.

Crowne Plaza Hotel 
2829 Williams Blvd. • Kenner

Kenner 
Professional Business
Association
Founded in 1985

A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

www.kpba.biz
Info: 962-3930

FEBRUARY 23, 2010
Speaker: Violet Peters
Topic: Economic Impact of
Travel in Jefferson Parish

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00

27 West 27th Street • Kenner, LA
HOURS: M-F 8-3 • SAT 9-12 • SUN By Appt.

34 years experience – licensed & insured
We do design, planting, lighting, irrigation, weeding, trimming
and colorful bedding plants that will last all winter and spring.

DRESS UP YOUR GARDEN
FOR THE NEW YEAR

LANDSCAPING BY

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
For FREE Estimates, call Lynne at

468-5467

We can clean up winter damages & replace lost 
plants. Too much damage! Let’s start over!

Let’s have a cup of coffee and make a new plan!

Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner announces the 
opening of its outpatient 
infusion center
BY PAOLO ZAMBITO
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 Announcing the opening of

Dimitri Dermatology
3715 Williams Boulevard

(504-465-4550)
“Call for all your dermatology needs”

 

Additional medical and office space available
Call Pat 504 247 2128

Family Dentistry
is pleased to announce his new location

Most Insurance Plans Accepted.

How to get the most out of your repair shop
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Today’s vehicles 
are high-tech 
wonders with 
digital dashboards, 
oxygen sensors, 

electronic computers, unibody construction 
and more. Cars today run better, longer and 
more efficiently than models of years past.

But when it comes to repairs, some 
things stay the same. Whatever type 
of repair facility you patronize, good 
communication between customer and the 
repair shop is vital.

There are some tips that can help you 
along the way.

Do your homework before taking your 
vehicle in for repairs or service. Today’s 
technician must understand thousands of 
pages of technical text. Fortunately, your 
required reading is much less. Read the 
owner’s manual to learn about the vehicle’s 
systems and components and follow the 
recommended service schedules. Keep a 
log of all repairs and service. When you 
think about it, you know your car better 
than anyone else. You drive it every day 
and know how it feels and sounds when 
everything is right. So don’t ignore its 

warning signals.
Use all of your senses to inspect your 

car frequently. Check for unusual sounds, 
odors, drips, leaks, smoke, warning lights 
and gauge readings. Notice changes in 
acceleration, engine performance, gas 
mileage or fluid levels. Check for worn 
tires, belts and hoses. Notice problems in 
handling, braking, steering and vibrations. 
Note when the problem occurs. Is it 
constant or periodic? Is it when the vehicle 
is cold or after the engine has warmed 
up? Does the problem occur at all speeds 
or under acceleration, during braking or 
when shifting? When did the problem first 
start?

Professionally run repair establishments 
recognize the importance of 
communication in automotive repairs. 
Once you are at the repair establishment, 
communicate your findings. Be prepared 
to describe the symptoms. Carry a written 
list of the symptoms to describe your 
problems. Resist the temptation to suggest 
a specific course of repair. Just as you 
would not suggest to your physician how 
to treat an ailment, the same applies to your 
technician. Let the technician diagnose and 

recommend a remedy for the repair.
Stay involved. Ask questions. Ask as 

many questions as you need to understand 
the problem. Don’t be embarrassed to 
request lay definitions. Don’t rush for an 
on-the-spot diagnosis. Ask to be called 
with a description of the problem, course 
of action and costs before work begins. 
Before you leave be sure you understand 
all shop policies regarding labor rates, 
guarantees and acceptable methods of 
payment.

Remember that communication by both 
parties is the best way to get satisfaction 
and the best results from visiting a vehicle 
repair shop. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a 
family-owned and operated full-service 
tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store 
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.
scottystireauto.com.

Automotive

What is the
best selling vehicle?
BY dOUG TURNER

I’m confused? In 
researching what 

should be a simple answer to a simple 
question I’ve found out something I guess 
I’ve always suspected. The so-called 
experts don’t have a clue what makes us 
Southerners tick. The experts’ top 10 sellers 
are just not what’s selling here in south 
Louisiana. Their list includes vehicles like 
the Ford Escape, Mini Cooper and Nissan 
Versa as top sellers. While these vehicles 
do sell in our area, there is no way I could 
classify them as fast movers.

In general, as informed consumers we 
should have a good idea how well the 
vehicle we want to purchase holds its value 
over time. Of course, resale value is not the 
only thing that should be considered when 
buying a new car, but it does come into 
play. A new vehicle could hold as much as 
60 percent of its purchase price or as little 
as 30 percent after five years. So it stands 
to reason it would be smart to buy cars that 
hold their value better.

If we are looking at used vehicles, the 
same holds true. If the vehicle we want 
holds its value at say around 50 to 55 
percent then we should expect to pay more 
for it on the used car market. As a car dealer 
I experience this everyday at car auctions. 
The higher the resale value a car holds, the 
more I have to pay at the wholesale level.

So how do consumers know what to 
buy? There is a lot of information on the 

Internet. Google “best car to buy” and 
you can spend hours reading statistics, 
comparisons, etc. The Internet is a great 
place to get information and research your 
next purchase to give you the help you need 
to make the decision that is best for you.

The following list is comprised of what 
I believe to be the 10 best vehicles to 
purchase in our area, taking into account 
resale, reliability and price.

1. Chevy Tahoe
2. Ford F-150
3. Toyota Camry
4. Infinity G-Series
5. Lexus LS Series
6. Toyota Sequoia
7. Chevy Corvette
8. Nissan Armada
9. Honda Pilot
10. Ford Expedition 
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n 

Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types 
of vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs and vans 
priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located 
at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. 
Turner, in the automobile business for over 
30 years and an eleven year member of 
the Better Business Bureau, was recently 
appointed by Governor Bobby Jindal to 
the board of the Louisiana Used Vehicle 
Commission, which licenses and oversees 
the used vehicle industry in Louisiana. 
Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or 
online at doug_turner@dealndougs.com.

Variable annuities feature guaranteed minimum income payments 
and are great for padding your retirement portfolio with a reliable 
income stream without missing out on potential investment returns. 

Call today to find out more about variable annuities or to discuss any 
aspect of your retirement and investment strategies. 
Variable annuities are long-term investments suitable for retirement funding and are subject to market 
fluctuations and investment risk.

Guarantees are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Guarantees apply 
to minimum income from an annuity; they do not guarantee an investment return or the safety of the 
underlying funds.

Regular retirement 
income – guaranteed

John Prevost  •  First Vice President – Investments
111 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 1800  •  Metairie, LA 70005
504-834-2663  •  john.prevost@wfadvisors.com

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Members SIPC. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.  
0909-1925 [80873-v1] 9/09
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Kick-start a new workout
BY YVETTE dUSSOUY

Fitness

Set that new 
year’s resolution 
yet? If you’re 
like most 
Americans, you 
probably have 

some type of exercise or fitness goal 
this year. Of course, you already know 
that making the resolution is the easy 
part. The hard part is actually sticking 
with it.

To help you kick-start your new 
workout and actually stick with your 
resolution, follow these six steps:

Step 1: Make an appointment 
– Your fitness regimen is just as 
important as your dentist check-up, 
the school play, and dropping off your 
hubby’s jacket at the dry cleaners. So, 

make a workout appointment! Block-
out a workout hour in your planner 
– a few times a week. You’re far 
more likely to stick with your fitness 
plan-of-action if you write an actual 
appointment time in your calendar.

Step 2: Keep your appointment 
– Once you reserve a fitness timeslot 
for yourself, avoid canceling that 
appointment, only to fill-up the 
timeslot with other commitments. 
Don’t ever apologize for making 
yourself a priority. When someone 
calls to ask for help at the same time as 
your fitness class, let them know that 
you have another appointment, but 
you’d be happy to assist at a different 
time.

Step 3: Pack a bag – If a meeting 

runs late or a last-minute errand 
catches you off-guard, or traffic slows 
you down, there’s no need to trump 
your workout. Keep your gym bag 
packed and store it in your office or 
car. That way, you’ll always be ready.

Step 4: Get some training – If 
you’re new to exercise, ask about some 
personal training sessions to ensure 
that you are performing movements 
correctly. The skills that you learn from 
one or two sessions can go a long way 
in preventing injury and maximizing 
results. Certified Instructors are a 
good source of information.

Step 5: Buddy up – Talk to your 
friends and family. Let them know 
that your personal health and well-
being are important to you, and ask for 
their help. Perhaps one or two of your 
friends will jump onboard with you. 
You’ll be more accountable to show 
up at the class if your workout pal is 
waiting for you. 

Step 6: Relax – When you start a 
new fitness program, be prepared for 
some achy muscles. After all, your 

body isn’t used to working so hard. 
Soak in a warm bath with Epsom salts 
to reduce soreness. Then, get back to 
class. You’ll be less stiff and sore if 
you stick with your fitness regimen on 
a regular basis.

Most of all – do something fun! 
It can be addicting. That way, your 
new year’s resolution can turn into a 
lifestyle! 

Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years 
has owned and operated the Kenner 
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which has 
recently moved to a new location, 
4228 Williams Boulevard. A certified 
instructor for over 18 years, Dussouy 
has been awarded Pacesetter Elite 
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past 
ten years. Dussouy can be reached at 
464-4600 or jazspot@aol.com. The 
Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes 
early morning, morning, afternoon, 
evenings and weekends – some 
include childcare. This class schedule 
includes classes for the overweight 
through the very fit. For the complete 
schedule visit  www.jazzercise.com.

Jefferson Parish class offers the 
blind increased independence
Since last October Jefferson Parish 

has been able to assist those who are 
losing their sight or have lost their 
sight, as well as their care givers, 
through a new class offered by the 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
called “Adjustment to Vision Loss.” 
The class teaches participants concepts 
like kitchen safety, alternate methods 
of money and clothing identification, 
as well as basic cane skills.

The instructor is Janet Pesce, a 
Metairie resident who graduated from 
Ursuline Academy and Dominican 
College before going blind herself 
in 1981. She has survived without 
sight for 28 years and in that time she 
continued to be active in her church 
parish, raised two sons, spoke to 
groups around the city about blindness 
awareness, and taught everyday living 
skills to the blind for 17 years.

Pesce was highly impressed with 
the incredible response she received 
with the fall session. “We started 
with about a dozen participants,” says 
Pesce, “And by the last week no one 
wanted it to be over. One participant 
even pleaded, ‘Please don’t let this 
class end!’ Although most attendees 
were themselves visually impaired, 
one participant was a director from a 
retirement home. Since she could not 
get her residents to the class, she went 
herself and brought the information 
back to them.”

According to Peggie Massaro, 
special program supervisor with 
the Jefferson Parish Department of 
Parks and Recreation, “This is the 
first class we have offered to help 
individuals and their families to learn 
ways to assist the person with a visual 
impairment.” Massaro emphasizes the 
need for such a program, remembering 
her own struggles when her mother 
went blind. Massaro recalls, “I could 
not find anyone that could help her 
adjust to her vision loss. A class like 
this would have helped her family 
and friends help her to continue to be 
independent.”

There have been two six-week-
long sessions thus far, and a third will 
begin in March. Pesce is excited at 
the positive feedback she has received 
commenting, “Everyone participated 
and brought information and materials 
home to keep practicing.” Pesce 
added, “It was a complete success and 
all that I was hoping for.”

The class will meet each Thursday 
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for six 
weeks. The third session begins 
March 11 in Room 2 at Girard 
Playground, located at 5300 Irving 
Street in Metairie. There is a $5 fee 
per participant to cover insurance.

For more information call the 
Jefferson Parish Department of Parks 
and Recreation at 736-6999, extension 
114. 
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Check your cool quotient with
a cooling system quiz
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Automotive

A fairly common car disaster 
occurs when a bulging radiator 
hose, carrying hot water (coolant) 
under pressure, ruptures. Cooling 
system neglect is cited as a princi-
pal reason for mechanical failure 

of a vehicle. In addition to the danger and inconvenience 
of a breakdown, the damage to the engine and transmis-
sion can add up to thousands of dollars. Discovering a 
leaking radiator, hose connection, a sticking thermostat 
or other cooling system component that’s on “borrowed 
time” can save the life of a vehicle’s engine.

It is very important to take proper care of your car’s 
cooling system.

See how much you know about this vital engine sys-
tem by taking this cooling system quiz.
1. For maximum freeze protection antifreeze mixture 
should be:
a. half anti-freeze and half water
b. pure antifreeze
c. 70 percent anti-freeze, 30 percent water.
(C) is correct. Although a 50/50 solution is adequate for most 
climates, protecting to -34˚F. Never use pure antifreeze.
2. In the cooling system the thermostat:
a. controls engine temperature
b. works the air conditioner
c modulates the diodes.

(A) is correct. As stated above, a faulty thermostat, 
causing an engine to run too hot or too cold, can dam-
age the engine.
3. A radiator cap is designed to:
a. keep water from sloshing out of the radiator
b. keep the cooling system operating at a specified pressure
c. last indefinitely.
(B) is correct. And when replacing the cap, be sure to 
install the right one for your vehicle. Pressure recom-
mendations vary.
4. A broken drive belt can cause:
a. overheating
b. loss of power steering
c. dead battery.
Because all three functions are dependent upon the 
drive belt (or belts) all three answers are correct.
5. Cooling systems on many cars today:
a. have no water pump
b. never need to be flushed
c. are equipped with an electric fan on the radiator.
(C) is correct. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and 
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-
service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website 
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Happy new
year everyone!
BY DOUG TURNER

I thought you might enjoy this 
chronological evolution of the 
automobile business.
1782: James Watt builds the first 
engine crank.
1792: The first U.S. toll roads 

opened in Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
1860: Jean Lenoir invents the spark plug.
1887: The Benz became the first car offered for sale.
1896: The Duryea became the first production motor 
vehicle in the U.S.
1897: The first auto insurance policy is purchased in 
Westfield, Massachusetts.
1900: The first Michelin Guide published, mostly con-
taining a list of gas stations in France.
1901: The first Grand Prix race was won with an aver-
age speed of 46 miles per hour.
1901: The first American car manufactured in any 
quantity, the “Curved Dash” Olds is offered for $650.
1913: More than one million cars registered in the 
U.S.
1914: The Chevrolet bow-tie emblem first appears.
1914: The first electric traffic light was installed in 
Cleveland.
1923: Powered windshield wipers became standard 
equipment on many cars.

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast 

Thursday, January 7 and 21, at 7:00 a.m. 
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.

Before you buy, check for restrictive covenants
BY LINDA R. MARTIN

Real Estate

You’ve just 
toured the home 
of your dreams 
and are ready to 

make an offer. You can already envision 
upgrades you would like to make: a pool 
in the back yard, window shutters and 
a black picket fence to match. You’re 
even excited that your boat will fit in 
the driveway. Yet, what you may not be 
aware of is that there are restrictions that 
dictate what can and cannot be done to 
or on the property.

Homebuyers, especially first-timers, 
may not think of asking about restric-
tive covenants, yet when you purchase 
property governed by restrictive cov-

enants, you are consenting to abide by 
those provisions.

A restrictive covenant, which is a type 
of deed restriction, regulates a group 
of new and existing homes or build-
ing lots. Developers use them to pre-
serve a development or subdivision as 
a model community and control its use 
and appearance. Buyers agree to the 
sometimes-rigid restrictions in order to 
maintain the aesthetic standard set by 
the developer and to safeguard the value 
of their homes.

Restrictive covenants should not be 
confused with local zoning and govern-
ment regulations. Some covenants and 
zoning regulations overlap; for instance, 

either can limit the height of a building. 
But, restrictive covenants tend to ex-
ert greater control over a homeowner’s 
lifestyle. In addition to standard clauses, 
which may stipulate a home’s minimum 
size, height, architectural style, and col-
or schemes, covenants often ban prac-
tices that could be regarded as aestheti-
cally objectionable – such as parking 
RVs, boats and non-running vehicles on 
the property.

Covenants may additionally regulate 
grass height; window treatments; holiday 
decorations; walls, fences and hedges; 
as well as pets – some limit number and 
type of pets allowed. Very often own-
ers are required to make repairs within 
a specified number of days of the initial 
notification. Depending on a communi-
ty’s location and other unique features, 
restrictions may be applied to the use of 
pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers and 
removal of dirt and trees. Owners can be 
prohibited from installing solar panels, 
building an enclosed patio or adding a 
swimming pool. Restrictive covenants 
can also prevent owners from renting 
the home or operating a home business, 
including music lessons and daycare. 
Condo and townhouse owners some-
times face even more rigid restrictions.

What happens when a violation oc-
curs? It’s up to the homeowner’s asso-
ciation or individual property owners 
to enforce a covenant. Local authorities 
cannot enforce contractual agreements. 

Instead, it’s likely that a committee 
would review the complaint, then notify 
the homeowner. If the homeowner ig-
nores the initial notice, he or she might 
receive a notice from an attorney. Legal 
action would be a last resort.
Before you buy

While most homeowners enjoy the 
quality of life resulting from restrictive 
covenants, some covenants may prevent 
you from living the life you planned. 
Before committing yourself to a prop-
erty, be certain you can live with all the 
restrictions.

Ask to see a copy of the restrictive 
covenants prior to taking a trip out to a 
property. You may be able to eliminate 
the house from your “To See” list.

If the sales professional didn’t have 
the document available initially, be cer-
tain to review a copy of the restrictive 
covenants prior to making an offer.

Or, make your offer contingent on 
your review and approval of the restric-
tive covenants. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in 
Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 
or at her office located at 4140 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner, LA, USA. Pruden-
tial Gardner Realtors is an indepen-
dently owned and operated member of 
Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a 
Prudential Financial company. Visit the 
Prudential website at www.prudential-
gardner.com.

continued on page 22

Thursday, February 4 and 18, at 7:00 a.m.

TELL OUR ADVERTISERS
YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER STR
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Government
Incumbent DeFrancesch and
challenger Bohannan announce 
for Kenner District 4 council seat
In January, Arita M. 

L. Bohannan announced 
her candidacy and Maria 
DeFrancesch announced she 
will run for re-election for 
the Kenner District 4 council 
seat. Bohannan is making 
her first run for office. 
DeFrancesch was elected to 
the council seat in 2006.

Bohannan, a Republican, 
is an attorney and business owner who 
graduated with a bachelor’s of science 
in business management and obtained 
her juris doctor from Loyola University 
New Orleans, school of law, additionally 
received a certificate of common law 
and a certificate of international law. 
Bohannan was published in the Loyola 
Law Review regarding domestic 
violence and was a guest speaker at the 
Symposium Against Domestic Violence. 
She was one of four chosen to represent 
Loyola at the National Trial Competition 
and the winner of the 2001 Association 
of Trial Attorney’s Board of Advocates 
In-House Trial Competition.

Bohannan is the owner of Bohannan 
and Associates, a Kenner law firm 
specializing in family law and estate 
planning along with handling personal 
injury and social security claims.

Bohannan is a member of the Louisiana 
Bar Association, the New Orleans Bar 
Association, the Association of Trial 
Attorneys, the Louisiana Trial Attorneys, 
the American Bar Association, the 
Jefferson Bar, the Kenner Professional 
Business Association, the Jefferson 
Chamber and the Better Business 
Bureau. Bohannan also serves on the 
board as the third-vice president of the 
River Region Republican Women, is on 
the board for the Metropolitan Center 
for Women and Children, the board 
of the Kenner Professional Business 
Association (and is the immediate 
past president), and a founding board 
member of Project Graduation. She 
was a former board member of/and 
the Jefferson Young Leaders 2003 
scholarship recipient for the Leadership 
Jefferson Program from which she 
graduated in June of 2004. Bohannan 
was recognized by the YWCA for her 
work on the YWCA’s Battered Women’s 
Program’s Courtroom Advocate Project 
and a founding member of the National 
Campaign for Tolerance.

Bohannan is married to Bradley 
Bohannan, Sr., and the mother of 
Bradley “Deuce” Bohannan, II and 
Bryce Bohannan.

DeFrancesch, a Republican, before 
winning the council seat four years 
ago served as an educator for more 
than 30 years. DeFrancesch is a 34-

year resident of Kenner and a 30-year 
resident of District 4. DeFrancesch has 
been is a member and former officer of 
the Alliance for Good Government’s 
Jefferson Chapter. She is a member of 
the Chateau Estates Civic Association, 
the Kenner Republican Women’s Club, 
the Republican Women’s Club of 
Jefferson Parish, the Kenner Citizens 
Police Academy, the Jefferson Film 
and Digital Media Committee and the 
Jesuit High School Boosters. She is a 
former member of the Muss Bertolino 
Boosters and the East Jefferson Chapter 
of the Louisiana Republican Women’s 
Club, Greater New Orleans Republican 
Professional Women’s Club and. 
DeFrancesch is a member of the board 
of directors of the Jefferson Council 
of Aging and one of the four founding 
board members of the Hispanic Business 
and Resource Center.

DeFrancesch graduated from Gannon 
University with a bachelor of science 
degree in chemistry, mathematics and 
French. She earned a masters degree in 
biochemistry from Fordham University 
and became certified in education after 
graduate work at Tulane University. 
After advanced studies at numerous 
universities here and abroad she 
earned her certification in supervision 
and administration from Southeastern 
University. At Martyn High School 
DeFrancesch taught science and was 
department chairman and taught at our 
Our Lady of Holy Cross College and 
Grace King High School where she 
was French Department chairman and 
was selected as a teacher of the year. 
DeFrancesch served as the dean of 
students at Roosevelt Middle School and 
was assistant principal before retiring. 
As an educator she served as chairman 
of numerous committees designed to 
define curriculums. DeFrancesch speaks 
French, Italian and Spanish.

On the Kenner City Council, 
DeFrancesch has served as vice-chair. 
She is the wife of Robert DeFrancesch 
and mother of twin sons, Damian and 
Rene.

Qualifying for all citywide offices is 
February 3 through February 5, 2010. 
Elections for all Kenner citywide offices 
will be held on March 27, 2010. 

Maria DeFranceschArita Bohannan

Serving Contemporary Beach Cuisine in an 
Atmosphere that’s Refined but Funky

2424 WILLIAMS BLVD. (½ Mile from Veterans toward the river!) 
KENNER, LOUISIANA                PHONE: 305-4704
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Sun Ray Grill brings their
unique cuisine to the Kenner Community

•	Serving	brunch	from	10-2	PM	on	Sunday’s
beginning	February	14th	with	complimentary
sparkling	wine	&	mimosas.

•	Oyster	Hour	Every	Day	–	4-6	PM	-	Half	Price	on	all	half	
shell	oysters,	plus	half	price	top	shelf	margaritas

•	Half	price	half	shell	oysters	–	hot	or	cold	every	Monday	
evening	4-close.

•	Serving	New	Orleans	&	the	New	Orleans	area	Only	since	1996.

There’s “lots to choose from” at these”consistent” New American 
siblings, and though each proffers a slightly different menu, all 
offer a “delectable fusion” of Asian, Caribbean, Mediterranean, and 
Tex Mex flavors along with “great value for the dollar” 

ZAGAT		2009		Very	Good	to	Excellent.

Bring	this	for	20%	off	any	seafood	entrée	during	Lent!

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY
Takeout Available.

limit	one	to	customer
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26 Years 
Experience

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon.  – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS  •   SPECIAL  KIDS  WELCOME

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 •  464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

   
    

  

 

 

Buddy Up - 2 for 1
with EFT sign-up and Joining Fee

exp. 1/31/2010

� Cheryl Burke
Two-time Champion

Dancing with the Stars
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with EFT sign-up and Joining Fee

Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

Laketown Village

26 Years 
Experience

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon.  – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS  •   SPECIAL  KIDS  WELCOME

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 •  464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

30-Day Access Pass
for only $50

No Contracts  -  No Joining Fee
New Customers Only      exp. 02/2010

Kenner Jazzercise Center
4228 Williams Blvd. 

504 464 4600
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Branigan seeks re-election
to Kenner Council

Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large 
Michele Pietri Branigan announced she 
will seek re-election for a second term 
to the Division A seat in the March 27, 
2010 citywide election.

Branigan, a Republican, has served 
on boards and committees for Divine 
Mercy Parish (formerly St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton /Nativity of Our Lord), 
various Republican women’s groups, 
Muss Bertolino, Boy Scouts of 
America, Chateau Lakefront Civic 
association and the Jefferson Film 
committee. She organized the first 
youth advisory committee to the city 
of Kenner and served as a mentor at 
Jefferson Community School.

Branigan, a licensed real estate agent 
in the state of Louisiana, is a member 
of NOMAR where she was honored as 
rookie of the year in the New Orleans 
metropolitan area in 2007, a top 
producer each year and is recognized 
by City Business as a “Top Real Estate 
Producer.”

Branigan is the mother of George 

Jr., Brian 
(B.J.) and 
Kelli and the 
mothe r- in -
law of Jenee 
G u i l l a u m e 
Branigan.

Branigan, 
c u r r e n t l y 
serving as 
president of 
the council, 
was first 
elected in 
1996 to the 
Kenner District 4 council seat and won 
the at-Large seat in 2006.

Qualifying for all citywide offices 
will be held February 3 through 
February 5, 2010. 

3525 Williams Blvd.  
Kenner, LA  70065

464-8989

Lunch
Mon.-Sat.: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm

Sun.: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Open 7 Days

Dinner
Mon.-Thurs.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Sun.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm

$5 OFF bill of $25 or more
$10 OFF bill of $50 or more
$20 OFF bill of $100 or more
or a FREE bottle of house WINE
Expires 2/28/10

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses 

Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

$25
CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION
DISCOUNT
Present this and receive
$25 off  any tire & wheel
purchase, service, maintenance
or repair purchase of
$100 or more.

Offer expires February 28, 2010. With this coupon only. Please present coupon with order. 
May not be combined with any other offer or discount. One coupon per visit. Not redeemable for cash.

OFF

JCVB executive to
speak at KPBA meeting

The Kenner Professional Business 
Association will hold its monthly 
luncheon meeting on Tuesday, 
February 23, 2010 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel located at 2829 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. Networking 
begins at 11:30 a.m. and lunch starts 
at noon. Reservations are required to 
attend.

Violet Peters, president and chief 
executive officer of the Jefferson 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Inc. 
since 2002, will be the speaker.

Peters has been in the hospitality 
industry since 1990, starting her 
career at Hotard Coaches and Tours by 

Andrea, then moving to hotel sales in 
1994 at The Pontchartrain Hotel in the 
Garden District. During Peters’ tenure, 
the JCVB has been successful in 
attaining a permanent funding source, 
has nearly doubled the distribution 
of the JCVB Visitor Guide and has 
established a sales department for the 
bureau.

Peters has served as a board 
member of the Jefferson Chamber of 
Commerce since 2003 and the Greater 
New Orleans Sports Foundation since 
2005. She also served on the 2001 
board of directors of the Kenner 
Professional Women’s Association, 
now the Kenner Professional Business 
Association and on JEDCO’s Jefferson 
Edge Task Force from 2003-2004. 
She is a member of Louisiana Travel 
Promotions Association, the New 
Orleans Metropolitan Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, the Louisiana 
Association of Convention and Visitor 
Bureaus, Southeast Tourism Society, 
Destination Marketing Association 
International and the Greater 
New Orleans Hotel and Lodging 
Association.

The KPBA is a community-based 
networking organization for men and 
women. For more information about 
the club call 962-3930 or visit www.
kpba.biz. 

Community

Michele Branigan
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701 W. Esplanade Avenue 

465-9590

Since 1985

ConneCt With
Style.
At Aveda Concept Salons, fresh
new talent connects you with the 
latest trends in cut, color and style.
Personalized service with pure
plant-based products care for you
and the Earth.
Book your appointment 
today–before everyone else does.

New Talent

haircuts starting at $16

Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

Airport

BY PATRICIA MALONE, Interim director of Aviation  
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

Safety is our goal

The alleged 
a t t e m p t e d 
t e r r o r i s t 

bombing Christmas Day 2009 by a 
Nigerian passenger on an overseas 
flight has once again brought focus 
to the challenges the airline industry 
faces in providing safe air travel for 
the flying public. As the government 
investigation continues to try to 
identify the breakdown in the security 
process overseas, whatever changes 
are made to screening will most likely 
affect every passenger sooner or later.

Most of the immediate revisions in 
screening are focused on international 
travel, however screening for 
domestic travel will see some 
changes as well. Many airports 
are now using the millimeter wave 
machines with a pat-down option. 
Currently, there are 19 airports where 
millimeter wave machines have 
been deployed. The Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) 
recently purchased 150 backscatter 
machines and has secured funding for 
an additional 300 imaging technology 
units. A total of 300 units are slated 
for deployment during 2010. There 
has been some reluctance on the 
part of many travelers to accept this 
new technology. However, it seems 
the American public is beginning 
to soften its objection to what some 
deem privacy issues that the use 
of this type of equipment has been 
accused of violating. In testing this 
technology at six airports where 
it is in the primary position, more 
than 98 percent of passengers 
chose millimeter wave technology 
screening over other options. Imaging 
technology safely screens passengers 
for metallic and nonmetallic threats 
including weapons, explosives and 
other objects concealed under layers 
of clothing without physical contact 
and is optional to all passengers. The 
privacy-filtered backscatter image 
looks like a chalk outline of a person’s 
body. A millimeter wave image looks 
much like a fuzzy negative and the 
images are viewed by screeners on 
monitors at a closed location. In a 
recent USA Today Gallup Poll, 78 
percent of respondents approved 
of the use of full-body scanners at 
airport security checkpoints.

At Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport, the safety 
of our passengers, employees and 
surrounding communities is our first 
priority. Working with the Jefferson 
and St. Charles Parishes’ Sheriff 
Departments, L&R Security and 
the TSA, the New Orleans Aviation 
Board takes the steps necessary to 

ensure a safe environment. As I 
shared with our readers last month, 
the airport is investing millions of 
dollars in a new security system 
expected to be complete by July 
1 of this year. When the project is 
complete, a new emergency dispatch 
center will have been constructed with 
updated amenities, the equivalent 
to a 911 center and a state of the art 
emergency operations center (EOC). 
One of the security measures the New 
Orleans Aviation Board has always 
had in effect is a training module 
for all airport employees requiring 
access to security sensitive areas. 
This training session stresses the 
responsibility of each employee to 
be vigilant for any possible breach of 
security and to report it immediately 
to the proper authorities at the airport. 
We also request the assistance of 
our passengers. If anything that a 
passenger might deem as suspicious 
at Armstrong International Airport is 
seen, they may use one of the white 
courtesy phones located throughout 
the terminal to alert airport personnel. 
They may also contact an airport 
employee for assistance. Anticipating 
any threat and acting on it before it 
leads to accidents is vital to safety.

For some travelers, new measures 
taken to enhance security may be the 
final push to start driving instead of 
flying to a destination, and for many, 
the fun of flying is almost gone. The 
fact remains that flying is still by far 
the safest method of travel today. 
In a recent airline trade publication, 
Airport World, the writer stated the 
risks associated with air travel are so 
minimal that an air traveler could fly 
on a daily basis 4,384 years without 
an accident. Safety statistics for the 
first nine months of 2009 show the 
period ended with the lowest global 
accident rate in the past decade.

Zero accidents is the ultimate goal 
for every airport. Air transport may 
not be 100 percent risk-free, but it 
is the mode of travel closest to it. 
The New Orleans Aviation Board 
will continue to focus its efforts on 
providing a safe environment at Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport with technology, training and 
vigilance. 

Pat Malone may be reached at 
director@flymsy.com. Check your 
local listings for the air time of the 
Armstrong International Airport 30 
minute television program, “Airport 
Alive” or view it on the airport 
website by clicking on the “Airport 
Alive” link on the homepage, www.
flymsy.com.
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1-800-223-2060  www.Gulfbank.com

MEMBER
FDIC

Interest on a
Checking
Account.

.01%

Ask for Interest Checking

4.01% APY* on balances up to $25,000   
 1.01% APY on portion of balance above $25,000
 0.10% APY on entire balance if qualifiers are not met.

*
APY

O P E N  Y O U R  A C C O U N T  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . G U L F B A N K . C O M

Open up a new 4.01% Interest 
Checking account and you'll earn 

interest all year long!
It pays a generous 4.01% APY with no 

monthly service charge and refunds 
your ATM fees nationwide**!

*4.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on balances up to $25,000 and 1.01% APY on the portion of balances above $25,000 each cycle the qualifications are 
met.  0.01% APY will be paid on the entire balance in any cycle where the qualifications are not met. ** ATM fee refunds will be credited to your account up to $4.99 
per ATM withdrawal each cycle qualifications are met; ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle qualifications are not met.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Rate and 
Refund requirements: 12 check card purchases, enrollment for E-Statements, and one of the following automatic transactions: direct deposit, automatic payment 
(ACH), or online bill payment in each cycle.  Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are effective 12/15/2009 and are subject to change without notice.  $25.00 minimum 
opening balance.  No monthly cycle service charge.  Available for Personal Accounts only.  There is a limit of one account per social security number.  See banker for 
more details.  Interest Checking Patent Pending by BancVue.

Untitled-1.indd   1 1/20/10   2:12 PM

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

Lenten Seafood Dinners

Fish Plates
Shrimp Plates
Combo Plates

Stuffed Crab Plates

Crawfish Pasta
Crawfish Kickers

Hush Puppies
Seafood Gumbo

Shrimp Creole

Phone-in Orders  •  Visa/Mastercard Accepted
3310 Florida Ave.  •  Kenner, LA  70065  •  504-469-6736

February 19, 26     March 5, 12, 19, 26    April 2    •    11am - 7pm
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Business
Opening of a new Sun Ray Grill in Kenner brings
unique and excellent cuisine

The recent opening of a new Sun 
Ray Grill in Kenner at 2424 Williams 
Boulevard drew customers that found the 
restaurant’s unique cuisine a big hit.

“We are so pleased,” said Sun Ray 
Grill owner Dana Deutsch, 
who over the last fourteen 
years has built a chain of 
restaurants that include 
locations on the West Bank, 
in New Orleans’ Warehouse 
District and Metairie.

Deutsch’s trendy, nouveau 
approach to Creole cuisine 
includes such dishes as oyster 
pan roast in a casserole dish. 
“I think that was the biggest 
seller our first week in 
Kenner,” said Deutsch. “It’s a 
unique approach to the oyster 
dishes that all of us in south 
Louisiana grew up with. By 
the way, all the dishes that did 
best are unique to our Kenner restaurant. 
They don’t appear on the menu at any of 
the other Sun Ray Grills.”

Another winner was cracklin’ pork 
shank with ham hock gravy, combined 
with stone-ground smoked Gouda cheese 
grits. Also well received was goat cheese 
fritters, served as an appetizer. Other 

specialties include half-roasted duck, 
smoky burger, fish tacos and oyster, brie 
and spinach salad. Guacamole is made at 
your table and the restaurant offers a hot 
and cold oyster bar, with half-price half-

shell oysters and margarita 
and beer specials every day 
from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

“We are very modern, but 
also very respectful of the 
tastes that generations before 
us enjoyed in our culture,” 
says Deutsch. “We use all of 
the same ingredients that our 
grandparents cooked with, but 
sometimes in ways they may 
not have considered.”

A staff of 18 admirably 
held up the Sun Ray Grill 
reputation for excellent, 
friendly, detailed and attentive 
service.

“I’ve been considering a 
move to Kenner for a long time,” said 
Deutsch. “This is a great community 
that loves good food and the pleasure 
of eating in a friendly environment with 
a premium of attention being paid to 
innovative, tasteful cooking. Our goal is 
to make coming to one of our restaurants 
a fun thing to which our clients can look 

forward to with a lot of anticipation. I’m 
hopeful that any of the Kenner folks who 
visited the Sun Ray Grill on Williams 
Boulevard will tell you that they had a 
good time and enjoyed some recipes that 
don’t exist anywhere else in the world.” 

A full menu with daily specials 
is offered seven days a week. The 
phone number of Sun Ray Grill 
is 305-4704. Visit the restaurant’s 
website at www.sunraygrill.com.

Seafood &
Steak

FREE

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

LOUISIANA OYSTERS
With purchase of 2 or more entrees

1/2 dozen

February
Saints Special
after 5 p.m.

House
Drinks2 for 1

3800 Williams Blvd. Kenner
305-0580 or 252-9898
www.longislandnola.com

TAKE OUT          PRIVATE PARTIES
A new concept on seafood and steak

A new concept in crispy chicken
A new concept on Long Island grilled duck
A new concept on the Long Island Ice tea

A new concept of the food because we are the best

FREE WINEBottle of
House

VALENTINE’S DAY

With purchase of two entrees
One coupon per table. Dine in only. Expires 2/28/10. 

Coupon not valid with others.
One coupon per table. Dine in only. Expires 2/28/10. Coupon not valid with others.

BY ALLAN KATZ

One of Sun Ray Grill’s 
specialties is the blackened 
shrimp salad over romaine 
wedge with avocado, tomato 
and onion.
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Government

Councilman Stagni receives NLC leadership training honor
In November 2009, Kenner District 2 

Councilman Joe Stagni was recognized 
by the National League of Cities 
(NLC) for reaching the gold level in its 
certificate of achievement in leadership 
program. Sponsored by the NLC 
Leadership Training Institute (LTI), 
the award was presented at the annual 

Congress of Cities and Exposition.
To achieve the gold level, an official 

must earn 50 credits encompassing all 
five core competency areas of the LTI 
curriculum referred to as “Cornerstone, 
Competent Practitioner, Communicator, 
Collaborator and Catalyst.”

Stagni, one of the fewer than 175 

NLC members nationwide to have 
reached this level in the leadership 
program since its inception, is one of 
only two gold level recipients in the 
state of Louisiana and the only one 
currently holding office.

Stagni said, “I am committed to 
working hard for our citizens and 
developing the leadership skills 
necessary to design a better future for our 
city and our citizens. I believe being one 
of 175 nationwide and one of two local 
officials in Louisiana to achieve the gold 
certificate is a sign of that commitment. 
These training classes also allow me to 
interact with other municipal leaders to 
learn about the latest innovations and 
solutions to municipal problems so we 
don’t have to re-invent the wheel.”

Each training seminar addresses one 
or more of the core areas of municipal 
leadership, including personal 
leadership growth and development, 
effective governance, effective 
communications, skills in developing 
and promoting partnerships and 
managing change.

The National 
League of Cities 
is the oldest 
and largest 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
devoted to 
s t r eng then ing 
and promoting 
cities as centers 
of opportunity, 
leadership and 
g o v e r n a n c e . 
NLC is a resource 
and advocate for 
19,000 cities, 
towns and villages, representing more 
than 218 million Americans. 

 

Kenner names outstanding 
employee of the fourth quarter

During a meeting of Kenner city department heads Wednesday, January 20, 2010, 
Christine Calamari (center), an executive assistant in the Department of Public 
Works, was presented a certificate and proclamation by Mayor Ed Muniz declaring 
her as outstanding employee of the fourth quarter of 2009. Civil Service Director 
Avi Fontenot (right) looks on. Calamari was cited for her “willingness to work 
with others,” and “taking on any assignment and bringing it to a quick conclusion.” 
She has served in several capacities to date, ranging from assistant council clerk to 
assistant internal auditor, and has “successfully managed her assignments” with a 
“pleasant sense of humor.” An employee of the quarter must be one who performs 
outstanding service through his or her work displaying a positive and supportive 
disposition, who projects courtesy and respect towards his or her co-workers, who 
exhibits a commitment to public service with a sustained high level of productivity 
and a consistent quality of work. 

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)

new orLeAns’ home CooKing!
Two Convenient locations...

one great menu!!!

kenner
910 W. esplanade
@ Chateau next to Burger King

463-3030

metairie
1001 live oak

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.
838-0022

www.mredsno.com

Hair StylesUnlimited
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

Serving Kenner since 1977
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

We Love Seniors
Perms, Color, Blo Styling, Roller Sets or Therapeutic Body Massage

We do it all.
We specialize in thinning hair and have
the expertise to solve your hair problems.

Extraordinary cut & color, Extraordinary wigs
Extraordinary hair, your hair, every day, all of the time.

Let us show you how!

Introductory coupon for our new clients

$10 OFF
any bill of  $40 or more, expires 4-30-10

Corporation donates to Haiti,
more help needed

 
On Wednesday, January 28, 2010, the Latin American Civic Association of 

Louisiana(LACAL) negotiated a donation of over $70,000 dollars in new clothes 
and shoes for children, adolescents and adults from a local corporation that has 
requested to stay anonymous. LACAL’s board of directors has voted to forward 
the donation to our partner, the non-profit corporation International Hospital for 
Children. They will be in charge of packing, shipping and dissemination of the 
goods to Haiti.

The mission of the International Hospital for Children is to provide healthcare 
to all children regardless of their social, ethnic or religious background. The orga-
nization works to improve the quality of health for children living in developing 
countries and provides aid to victims of natural disasters, wars and civil unrest. 
They also solicit donations of medicine, supplies and equipment from various 
companies, organizations and private donors for shipping medical supplies to 
Third World countries.

For information, to volunteer, to assist with packing the goods or to make a dona-
tion call 464-4619 or 391-9205.

Community
District 2 

Councilman 
Joe Stagni

Kenner Star
Back Issues

www.kennerstar.com
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Law
Will declared invalid
BY JAMES L. MELCHERS

Wills can be 
declared invalid 
by the court 
when certain 

formalities prescribed by law are not 
followed. An example of a will being 
declared null and void in Louisiana 
is found in a recent 2008 case. In this 
case, “Joe” died at age 85. Joe executed 
a standard notarial testament (not 
handwritten) in 2005. This 2005 will 
gave all of his property to his second 
wife. Following his death, his wife filed 
this will in the probate proceedings 
and was subsequently placed into 
possession of all of Joe’s property.

Soon after, Joe’s son filed a petition 
to annul his father’s will and to reopen 
the succession. The son claimed that his 
father was illiterate and that the 2005 
will was in a standard notarial form, 
not the form required for an illiterate 
person pursuant to article 1579 of the 
Louisiana Civil Code.

Joe’s 2005 will was not read aloud to 
him and did not contain an attestation 
clause which is required by Louisiana 
Law for an illiterate person. Therefore, 
whether or not Joe executed a valid will 
depended on the evidence of his being 
able to read or not being able to read.

In the trial, evidence was presented 
that Joe needed assistance to read 
and interpret simple documents like 
personal letters or a newspaper. Along 
with other evidence, the court concluded 
that Joe could not adequately read the 
2005 will. Because the court decided 
that Joe was illiterate, the 2005 will 
was declared invalid because it was not 
executed with the proper language for 
someone who could not read. The court 
ruled in favor of the son, reopened the 
succession and annulled the “Judgment 
of Possession” in favor of the second 
wife. Joe’s assets were distributed 
according to the laws of intestacy (no 
valid will) and not necessarily the way 
Joe would have wanted.

How could this have been avoided? 
What are the formalities established by 
Louisiana Law? For persons who can 
read and write, and are able to do so, 
the procedures are relatively simple. 
Signing at the end of the testament 
and on each separate page in the 
presence of a notary, who is often an 
attorney, and two competent witnesses 
are necessary. Another formality, for 
example, is a separate statement called 
a “Declaration” that must be signed 
and certifies in special language what 
happened on the day that the will was 
signed. For example the “Declaration” 
would say that the testator read it and 
declared it was his testament.

Wills for those who cannot read, 
or are not able to sign, have separate 
formalities that must be followed. 
The will must be read aloud for those 

who cannot read and the witnesses 
must follow along on written copies 
to verify the accuracy of the reading. 
The “Declaration” must certify that the 
will was read to him and he declared 
it his (or her) testament. On the other 
hand, a person who cannot sign may 
have one of the witnesses sign on their 
behalf, if the proper modifications are 
made to the “Declaration.” This would 
include people who are mentally fine 
but physically impaired.

Finally, changes to notarial wills 
have another set of formalities. While 
it is true that a person can line through 
a section, handwrite changes and 
initial the changes with the date, it is 
not recommended because changing 
one section can significantly alter 
how other sections are interpreted. 
Therefore, it is recommended that any 
substantive changes should be handled 
by an attorney through the forms of a 
codicil or revised notarial testament. 

James L. Melchers is the senior 
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, 
located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue 
in Kenner and the firm’s primary areas 
of practice are estate planning, wills, 
trusts, successions, corporate law, 
and personal injury. Melchers can be 
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website 
at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

COME IN ON YOUR BIRTHDAY
& receIve a catFIsH PLatter Or seaFOOd cOMbO FREE!

wItH $6 MINIMuM PurcHase  •  Must sHOw LegaL PHOtO I.d.

aLL yOu care tO eat 5PM - tILL
wItH cOrN & POtatOes 

Not good with any other special

MON-tHurs 11-2:30  •  FrI 11-2:30 & 5PM-tILL
dINNer MON-tHurs 5-9PM  •  sat NOON-tILL  •  suN 11:30aM-9PM

Williams Blvd. at 25th St.  •  Kenner
(across from universal Furniture) 471-0808

All you care to eat 
anytime!

CRISPY FRIED 
CATFISH

OR 
PANNÉ CHICKEN

$1499$1499

All you care to eat!
BOILED SHRIMP

with potatoes

$1299$1299

Visit our website at johnnytrauthsseafoodbistro.com

Available for a limited time.
Not good with any other special.

DUNGENESS CRABS
JUMBO SNOW

CRABS

every tuesday 

Thursdays!
Complete Maine
LOBSTER DINNER

$1399$1399

Bohannan

KENNER CITY COUNCIL  DISTRICT 4

www.VoteArita.org

Fundraisers Hosted by the Bohannans
The Kenner Food Bank

Kenner Police Benevolent Fund
Metropolitan Center for Women and Children

Divine Mercy Men’s Club
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School

River Region Republican Women
Kenner Professional Business Association

The Musicians Clinic
Project Graduation

Arita and Brad Bohannan
True Community Leaders

Vote
Arita Bohannan

Kenner District 4
Councilwoman

It’s time for our elected officials
to be givers, not takers.

For more information contact
Sheila Ehren Englert, LPBF 836-2205.
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Investing

The Federal Reserve and the economy
BY JOHN L. PREVOST

You may have 
been hearing a 
lot lately about 

the Federal Reserve, better known the 
“Fed,” and its chairman, Ben Bernanke. 
You may also already know that the Fed 
has an influence on interest rates, which 
in turn influences the economy. But 
there is more to the Fed than meets the 
eye, and the reasons behind the interest 
rate changes may interest you as an 
investor.

The Fed was established in 1913 
and consists of a seven-member board 
of governors, including the chairman. 
All are appointed by the president and 
approved by the senate. The nation is 
divided into 12 Federal Reserve districts 
represented by 12 Federal Reserve 
banks. Since its establishment, the Fed 
has become responsible for directing the 
nation’s monetary policy. The Fed also 
regulates the nation’s banks and other 
depository institutions and supervises 
directly many commercial banks. 
The Fed also tries to support other 
financial markets by maintaining stable 
conditions for financial transactions.

Although the Fed has many 
responsibilities, most investors only 

think of the Fed as having control over 
the interest rates that affect the U.S. 
financial markets. There are many 
different interest rates, but the Fed has 
direct control over only one of those 
interest rates, the “discount rate.” The 
discount rate is the interest rate the Fed 
charges its member banks on money 
borrowed for certain short-term loans.

The Fed also has influence over the 
federal funds rate. The fed funds rate 
is the rate for one bank to borrow from 
another. Banks keep money deposited 
with the Fed to meet the Fed’s reserve 
requirement. During a normal business 
day, a bank may end up with more or less 
in its reserve account than the required 
amount. If it has too little, it may 
borrow from other banks. If reserves 
are above the minimum, the bank can 
loan the excess to a bank that is below 
minimum. The market for federal funds 
determines the federal funds rate.

By controlling the discount rate, the 
Fed can influence the nation’s economic 
cycles, to some extent. Let’s look at 
some scenarios:

If the nation’s economy expands 
rapidly, historically the threat of inflation 
becomes a worry for consumers. 

Inflation – the general increase in the 
price of services and goods – lowers 
consumers’ purchasing power. The Fed 
fights inflation by increasing these key 
interest rates.

By raising the fed funds rate, the 
Fed decreases the amount of money 
available to the national banking system. 
Banks tend to base the rates charged for 
business and consumer loans on their 
own cost of funds. So an increase in the 
discount rate and fed funds rates will 
usually lead to banks increasing their 
lending rates. This makes borrowed 
money more expensive for businesses 
and consumers. By making borrowed 
money more expensive, the Fed hopes 
to slow inflation by slowing down the 
rate at which money is spent.

When the economy is dragging and 
needs an extra monetary boost, the Fed 
“loosens” the nation’s money supply by 
decreasing the discount and Fed funds 
rates. By lowering these rates, the Fed 
makes more money available to the 
nation’s banks. This leads to borrowed 
money becoming cheaper for consumers 
and businesses. The extra money helps 
stimulate consumer spending and 
promote economic growth.

You may want to pay close attention 
to the actions of the Federal Reserve, 
especially if you have interest-sensitive 
investments. Your financial advisor can 
assist you in understanding how interest 
rate changes can affect the performance 
of your portfolio. 

John L. Prevost is a financial advisor 
and first vice president of investments 
with Wells Fargo Advisors. This column 
was written by Wells Fargo Advisors 
and provided courtesy of John Prevost 
whose office is located at 111 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 1800, in Metairie. 
Prevost can be contacted at 849-6649. 
The accuracy and completeness of this 
article are not guaranteed. The material 
is distributed solely for information 
purposes and is not a solicitation or an 
offer to buy any security or instrument 
or to participate in any trading strategy. 
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member 
SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and 
a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells 
Fargo and Company. Investments and 
insurance products are not FDIC-
insured, not bank-guaranteed and may 
lose value.
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Banking
Financial decluttering
BY GUY WILLIAMS

Do you dread the thought of 
preparing your taxes or getting 
the information together to 
prepare a spending plan for 

the year? Do you even know 
where all of your records are? If answering any of 
these questions fills you with a sense of apprehension, 
you need to think about de-cluttering your finances. 
It is hard to have a good financial plan without good 
records. If your idea of financial records is a large pile 
of unopened statements in random locations then this 
column is for you.

De-cluttering will save you time and reduce your 
stress. An organized set of records will reduce the 
time spent looking for documents and it will enable 
you to get control of your financial situation.

Begin by separating your records into groups based 
upon who sent them. Among the information that you 
will want to locate and sort are your bank statements, 
credit card bills, savings account statements, insurance 
statements and investment account statements. Also 
locate tax returns and loan papers which will need to 
go into their own pile. At this point your pap serwork it 
may look even messier, since you will have a number 
of separate groupings. These can be sorted into boxes, 
bags or stacks as long as they are separated by issuer 
and by type.

Now it will begin to get better when you organize 
each pile by date. Bank statements older than five 
years can be thrown out. (Important safety note: Shred 
those statements, don’t just put them in the trash.) 
Credit card statements older than five years can also 
be thrown out. Loan papers for any active loan need 
to be retained. Consumer loan paperwork for any paid 
loan, other than a loan secured by your home, can be 
discarded. For investment accounts, save the monthly 
statements for the past five years and retain the year 
end summary statements indefinitely.

Tax returns also need to be retained indefinitely as do 
home mortgage acquisition and home improvement 

records.
Your objective is to create a 

file for each type of financial 
record and to then keep the 
current year filed in month 
order. These files don’t need 
to be elaborate – shoe boxes 
clearly labeled work just as 
well as the accordion files 
that office supply stores sell. 
If you follow this system you 
will have the current year 
filed by month with the prior 
year’s saved and filed by year. At the end of each tax 
year the disposable records can be shredded and a 
new box added to your storage files.

Now, to make this continue to work, open all 
statements immediately and put them away as soon 
as you have dealt with them as necessary. Some 
statements are informational and you only need to 
read them. Others call for a payment. If a payment is 
due, write the check and mark on the envelope when 
it needs to be mailed. Even better, use online bill 
paying and you will know for sure that your payment 
will be made on time. This system will help you keep 
track of your records and avoid late fees, since you 
won’t be afraid to open the statements. This will also 
help you have a clearer financial focus.

In addition, psychologists have found that you 
actually have less stress and think more clearly in a 
less cluttered environment. So, as you get ready for 
tax time, de-clutter. It will make both your finances 
and your life better. 

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer 
of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner 
branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. 
Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 
565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website 
at www.gulfbank.com.

Health
Knee articular hyaline cartilage 
injuries – Chondromalicia
BY CHARLES P. MURPHY, M.d.

The knee has two different types of cartilage, the 
articular hyaline cartilage and fibrocartilage meniscus. 
The articular hyaline cartilage covers the ends of the 
bones in the knee joint. In a young normal knee the 
articular hyaline cartilage is a smooth, glistening, 
slippery joint surface which allows the joint to move 
with ease through a full range of motion. The cartilage 
is bathed in a synovial joint fluid that lubricates the 
joint. The articular hyaline cartilage has no direct blood 
supply and has limited capacity to repair itself; therefore 
injuries to the articular cartilage usually do not heal.

Over the years as we age the articular hyaline cartilage 
undergoes wear and tear that accumulates and develops into 
degenerative chondromalacia and ultimately degenerative 
osteoarthritis. The initial cartilage degeneration begins 
with cartilage softening (Grade 1 – Chondromalacia) 
then progresses to fragmentation and loss of the articular 
cartilage down to the bone (Grade 4 Chondromalacia). As 
the loss of the articular cartilage continues the underlying 
bone begins to break down leading to degenerative 

osteoarthritis. Patients report progressive worsening 
of joint pain, stiffness, loss of motion and swelling 
as the condition worsens.

Articular cartilage injury can also occur as a result 
of a sudden traumatic injury to the knee. Occasionally 
an articular fragment completely breaks loose from 
the underlying bone, forming a loose body in the joint 
which may cause mechanical locking and catching.

The orthopedic surgeon utilizes history, physical 
examination, X-rays, MRI scans and arthroscopy 
to evaluate articular cartilage injury. Plain X-rays 
don’t visualize cartilage but are used to rule out other 
abnormalities in the bones.

MRI scans are very helpful, but an experienced 
orthopedic surgeon understands the limitations of the MRI 
scan and the radiologist report which may under report 
articular cartilage conditions. The ultimate diagnostic tool 
for articular cartilage is arthroscopic evaluation of the joint 
when the orthopedic surgeon scopes the knee joint.

Treatment of articular hyaline cartilage injuries and 

conditions will depend on many variables. For many 
patients, non-surgical treatment with lifestyle modification, 
rehab exercise, oral medication or knee injections may be 
all that is needed. For more complicated problems there 
are now additional surgical options available. The age of 
the patient, type and size of the injury, shape of the knee, 
alignment of the knee, physical demands of the patient and 
other health problems all factor in to the ultimate decision 
for the choice of surgery. 

Charles P. Murphy, M.D. is a board certified 
orthopedic surgeon with over 20 years experience. 
Dr. Murphy is the founding partner of the Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine. The Orthopedic Center 
is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete 
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder 
and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and 
Metairie. For additional information call 467-5900.

No appointments necessary

339 W. Esplanade
468-3617

Monday-Friday 10-7
Saturday 9-4

$5Off Perms, HiLites or Foils
expires 2/28/10

1 monthTanning $39.95
no contract

New SUPERBED

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

 Doctors’ Discovery  Helps Diabetics

Horse Liniment Erases Pain
Back on the market in its original doctor recommended clini-
cal strength formula.  ARTH ARREST can relieve pain for
millions.  Double action formula stops pain signals before
they can be sent to the brain.  Visit www.artharrest.com or call
1-800-339-3301.
Now available at:

Natural formula clinically proven by doctors to promote healthy
blood glucose levels.  Some achieve normal glucose levels within
30 days.  Cinnatrol even helps diabetic drugs work more effi-
ciently and some patients, under their doctor’s care, have been
able to reduce or eliminate their need for diabetic drugs. Get
the study results and more info at www.cinnatrol.com.
CINNATROL is now available at:

    JOHN BULL PHARMACY

2124 38th St.• Kenner • 443-1294

    JOHN BULL PHARMACY

2124 38th St.• Kenner • 443-1294
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Sports
Next year finally arrives for some, in spirit for others
BY KEN TRAHAN

The cry of 
“wait until next 
year” applies 
to all sports 

teams who fall short of their goal of 
winning a championship. Hope springs 
eternal when teams convene for their 
next season. Some have legitimate 
aspirations while others are doomed 
before they even get started due to a 
lack of appreciable talent.

The 2009 New Orleans Saints were 
a team who had a right to dream the 
big dream. The offensive talent was 
abundant. The defense had a new 
coordinator, a revamped secondary 
and a new attitude. The kicking game 
was infused with a young punter who 
hit them high and deep and could 
blast kickoffs into the end zone with 
regularity.

While many who have been in the New 
Orleans area since day one of the history 
of the franchise when they first set foot 
on the field officially on September 17, 
1967 understood the promise of this 
year’s New Orleans Saints, there was 
still that lingering trepidation, some 
cause for pause because of the very 
nature of the history of the organization.

Following the events of January 
24, 2010, that lingering doubt is no 
longer what this franchise is about. 
The ignominious history of the New 
Orleans Saints is history. A new chapter 
in the book has begun and is about to 
be written. The New Orleans Saints are 
in the Super Bowl, leaving four other 
franchises as the only ones not to make 
it to the big game.

Whether the Saints defeat the Colts 
in Super Bowl 44 or not, the Saints 
have, in the words of a former television 
series and movie trilogy, “boldly gone 
where no man has gone before,” at least, 
any man dressed in black and gold with 
a Fleur de Lis as a symbol.

While the Colts are favored to win 
the big game, we have learned that this 
New Orleans Saints team is special and 
cannot be sold short. Such is the nature 
of the sport.

As I searched for how to describe what 
I witnessed when the Saints downed the 
Vikings 31-28 in overtime, the emotions 
ran the gamut from pure joy to serious 
emotion.

As a native New Orleanian, I can 
vividly recall sitting in the south end 
zone of Tulane Stadium for that first 

Saints game against the Los Angeles 
Rams. Bruce Gossett kicked off. John 
Gilliam fielded it at the six-yard line 
and promptly returned it 94 yards for a 
touchdown. Gilliam was running away 
from where we were seated. As an 11-
year old, I was in awe; in awe of the 
colors, the pageantry, the touchdown 
run on the first play in franchise history 
and, perhaps most of all, the noise. I had 
never heard anything as loud before.

While the Saints would lose the game 
27-13, I was hooked. Fortunately, my 
father had season tickets. He still does. 
He is one of those proud few known as 
original season ticket holders. He is also 
one of the few, the proud, having served 
the United States as a Marine.

Dad could not attend a game this 
season. He is bed-ridden with stage four 
cancer. Each weekend, he musters up the 
energy to rise (with assistance) and sit up 
to watch his beloved Saints play. They 
have brought great joy to his life, even 
when the team did not win much. They 
have provided a life-line this season, 
something very special for him to look 
forward to and for us to behold.

If the good Lord is willing, he will 
watch the Saints take on the Colts on 
February 7 in Miami. He will be cheering 
wildly for the Saints while paying due 
respect to Peyton Manning and Reggie 
Wayne, a pair of New Orleanians who 
have made good in Indianapolis. He is 
an LSU fan as well so he likes Joseph 
Addai, just not enough to pull for those 
guys in this game.

I think of my late grandmother, 
“Grandma Babes,” who lived to be 91 
years old and was absolutely nuts about 
the Saints but could not make it this far 
to see the dream come true. She loved 
Billy Kilmer who undoubtedly was her 
all-time favorite Saints player.

I think of my late mother, who was 
a trooper, going along for the ride, 
humoring us with her vague knowledge 
and initially limited interest in football. 
Not long after tagging along and 
watching five children, she became 
hooked on the New Orleans Saints as 
well.

I think of Joe Gemelli, perhaps the 
greatest Saints fan that ever lived. The 
Saints Hall of Fame contributors award 
is named after this late, great man. 
Gemelli was an unabashed lover of the 
Saints who always saw the glass as half-
full. He would boast about and promote 
the team regardless of their record, even 
in the midst of nearly going winless in 
1980. He helped start the Touchdown 
Club, which is still thriving today, back 
in 1967.

I think of Steve Stonebreaker, an 
original Saints. He was the primary 
impetus for Gemelli starting the 
Touchdown Club.

After Stoney and teammates got 

embroiled in a brawl in New York 
at game’s end against the Giants on 
October 8, 1967 in a tough 27-21 loss, 
Stonebreaker was fined by the league. 
Gemelli started a club to help raise 
money to pay Stoney’s fine.

While the league would not allow the 
money, the Touchdown Club was born. 
While Joe Gemelli has been gone from 
this earth for close to two decades, he is 
one who yearned for this day.

I think of my friend, Archie Manning, 
who personified class when he played 
for the Saints and patiently answered all 
of the difficult questions following tough 
losses. We later worked together on the 
Saints Radio Network. We continue 
to do a radio show weekly, continuing 
a tradition that has now covered eight 
years. If anyone deserved a winner in 
New Orleans as a player, it was Archie. 
Of course, now we will have to pull 
against his son in the Super Bowl.

I think of my sister, who was an original 
Saints dancer in 1967. I think of my wife, 
who was an original Saintsations dancer. 
I think of my other sister, who regularly 
attends the games now on dad’s season 
tickets. Rest assured, the family will 
not relinquish those tickets for years to 
come.

I think of fine people who covered the 
New Orleans Saints for a living such 
as Bob Roesler, Hap Glaudi, Buddy 
Diliberto, Wayne Mack, Frank Wilson 
and Jimmy Steele. I think of Peter 
Finney, who continues to cover the team 
and has since day one.

I think of Charlie Kertz, who founded 
Charlie’s Saints Marching Club, still in 
existence today. He lived and died with 
the New Orleans Saints. He agonized 
with losses and celebrated victories as if 
the Saints had reached a Super Bowl.

I think of Dave Dixon, who had the 
foresight, ingenuity, determination 
and pure vision of believing that New 
Orleans could attract an NFL franchise 
and support one in a state-of-the-art 
facility that many thought would be an 
albatross for a city and state and turned 
out to be a blessing for so many, both 
saving lives and housing big events 
(Super Bowls, Final Fours, National 
Championship Games, concerts).

I think of Senator Russell Long and 
Congressman Hale Boggs and Governor 
John McKeithen for selling the dream 
and helping make the Superdome and 
the New Orleans Saints a reality.

I think of Marie Knutson and the 
New Orleans Saints Booster Club, 
who marched on for decades, hoping 
players and coaches would show up for 
meetings to please fanatical supporters 
while cheering them all passionately.

I think of Joe Impastato and all of 
his artifacts, pictures and Saints-related 
menu items. I wonder what is next? 

continued on the next page
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Steak Brees? Bush salad?
I think of the original Gumbo, Krazy 

George, The Famous Chicken, Fetch 
Monster, Al Wester, Sir Saint and even 
John Mecom.

I think that the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Superdome just got 
larger. It requires a new, special (there’s 
that word again) exhibit dedicated to the 
greatest season in franchise history.

Speaking of the Saints Hall of Fame, 
I think of all of the terrific players, 
coaches and administrators who gave it 
all for the New Orleans Saints, including 
Archie, Tommy Myers, Rickey Jackson, 
Vaughan Johnson, Pat Swilling, Sam 
Mills, Bobby Hebert, Dalton Hilliard, 
Morten Andersen, William Roaf, Wayne 
Martin, Deuce McAllister, Joe Horn, 
Jim Mora, Jim Finks and the like.

I think of all of the good people who 
played, worked and coached for the team 
for so many years without realizing the 
success they sought.

I thank Sean Payton, Mickey Loomis, 
Tom Benson and the entire New Orleans 
Saints organization for putting together 
this team and this product that has 
brought so much joy to the citizenry and 
native New Orleanians still living in the 
community and those who are dispersed 
throughout the country. You have given 
my dad a great sense of happiness and 

light in the midst of depression and 
darkness. You have made locals quite 
proud.

While it is difficult to quantify and 
qualify just what this means to someone 
who has been here since the birth of 
the franchise, attended games as a 
fan, worked at Tulane Stadium selling 
Browns Velvet Ice Cream, began 
covering the team professionally as an 
accredited member of the media in 1977, 
worked in the capacity as the preseason 
radio play-by-play voice of the team for 
six seasons and has run the Saints Hall 
of Fame Museum since its inception 22 
years ago, perhaps we have scratched 
the surface.

At this appointed place, for such a time 
as this, the New Orleans Saints are in the 
Super Bowl. It is a celebratory feeling 
which feels stranger by the minute, by 
the hour, by the day. It is difficult to keep 
emotions at bay but that is okay. I think 
you understand. 

Ken Trahan serves as sports director 
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and 
is president and general manager of 
neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the 
also the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, 
and runs the Life Resources Sports 
Ministry.

Next year finally arrives
(continued from page 22)

Real Estate

BY LINdA R. MARTIN

Timing couldn’t be much better for first-time homebuyers

F i r s t - t i m e 
h o m e b u y e r s 
d o m i n a t e d 
the United 

State’s real estate market in 2009, 
accounting for roughly half of all 
residential transactions, according to 
the National Association of Realtors.

That trend is likely to continue well 
into the new year. That’s because 
interest rates are hovering near all-
time lows, home-price affordability 
is near all-time highs and a third 
factor – Congress’ extension of the 
first-time homebuyer tax credit until 
April 30, 2010 – make conditions 
quite favorable for those considering 
homeownership for the first time.

Still, with the prospect of making 
one of the largest investments you’ll 
ever make in your life, you can easily 
become overwhelmed. Some of the 
questions you may be asking are: 
Will I be able to afford the home of 
my dreams? Do I have enough money 
for a down payment? Will I qualify 
for the tax credit? Will I make smart 
home buying decisions? If you go 
into the process prepared, your first 
purchase – like the current timing – 
can be just right.

Resources – Before starting out, 
educate yourself on the process. 

Attend a homebuyer seminar in your 
market and check out myriad real 
estate resources online. Among those 
helpful online resources are local 
realtor websites through which it is 
possible to access millions of property 
listings and gain environmental 
reports, property profiles and value-
range estimates for just about any 
residence in America.

Your real estate professional also 
is a great resource. Don’t hesitate 
to let him or her know that you are 
new to the process. Your real estate 
professional will expect you to have 
questions at each step, from house 
hunting to making an offer through 
closing.

The costs involved in the purchase 
of a home can seem overwhelming 
to first-time homebuyers. There are 
mortgage costs, the down payment 
and closing costs to think about.

Affordability – By looking at your 
income and debt ratio, your sales 
professional can help you calculate 
how much you can afford each month 
in mortgage payments. But before 
determining your price range, you 
should also take into consideration 
other factors that will affect your 
monthly budget once you are a 
homeowner, such as property taxes, 

insurance, homeowner association 
dues, utilities and maintenance. And 
if your down payment is less than 
20 percent of the cost of the home, 
you will be responsible for private 
mortgage insurance, more commonly 
referred to as PMI.

Mortgage payment – Fear of being 
rejected for a home loan is one of 
the main concerns for first-time 
homebuyers. To lessen the stress, you 
may want to get pre-approved for a 
loan before looking at prospective 
homes. This will not only help you 
feel more confident, it will also 
give you an advantage where there 
are multiple offers for a specific 
property. In addition, the fact that 
your loan has already been approved 
is of great value to the seller because 
it shortens the purchase process, and 
there is less of a chance that the buyer 
will back out of the sale. If you don’t 
have a specific mortgage lender in 
mind, ask your sales professional for 
a recommendation.

Down payment – The down 
payment amount varies depending on 
the value of the home you choose and 
your mortgage lender. Your real estate 
professional will be able to explain 
the different options available to you.

Tax credit – The first-time 
homebuyer tax credit, a key 
component of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
equates to as much as $8,000 or 10 
percent of a principal residence’s 
purchase price, and is available to 
those who have not owned a principal 

residence in the past three years. See 
your tax advisor for details about the 
tax-credit program and how you may 
benefit.

Making offers – Don’t feel 
pressured into making an offer on 
the first home you see. This is a 
common mistake of many first-time 
homebuyers. Make sure you view 
different homes to get a feel for the 
marketplace. When you decide on a 
home to make a bid on, work with 
your real estate professional to get 
all of your questions answered before 
making an offer. But don’t wait too 
long to make an offer. The longer 
you wait, the greater the chance other 
prospective buyers may place offers, 
making it harder for you to negotiate 
a good deal.

Above all, remember there are 
no silly questions. Make sure you 
understand and are comfortable 
with every aspect of the transaction. 
Your real estate professional can be 
an invaluable asset in helping you 
make educated decisions so that your 
first home purchase is a rewarding 
experience. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed 
in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-
6464 or at her office located at 4140 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA, 
USA. Prudential Gardner Realtors is 
an independently owned and operated 
member of Prudential Real Estate 
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial 
company. Visit the Prudential website 
at www.prudentialgardner.com.

Mardi Gras
February 16, 2010
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Health
EJGH to open new rehab facility
BY KEITH M. dARCEY

East Jefferson General 
Hospital’s commitment to 
excellence and convenience in 
medical services is steadfast, 

and our community can expect to see additional 
advancements throughout 2010. As we have announced 
to the community, in January we began valet parking 
service at our main entrance and the entrance of the 
Yenni Pavilion. At only $5, we hope that this will help 
some of our patients and their families access our 
facility more conveniently. Our free, covered parking 
in the Hudson and Canal Parking Garages is still 
available.

We are now ready to announce another significant 
upgrade in our services. Starting later this month, 
our outpatient rehab department will move into its 
brand new home located at 3601 Houma Boulevard. 
Currently, the outpatient rehab department operates 
out of the EJGH Wellness Center. The new, dedicated 
space is ideally suited for the specific needs of 
rehabilitation patients.

This new facility is a significant benefit to our patients 
and the community in every way. Our therapists will 
enjoy a larger workout floor than the current space 
allows, and they will use the most advanced therapy 
equipment. Whether the patient needs physical 
therapy, occupational therapy or speech therapy, our 
experts will continue to offer individualized rehab 
services suited for their particular needs. The goal is 

to maximize patients’ skills and functions so that they 
may return to, or as close to, their previous levels of 
activity as possible.

“We feel that East Jefferson already offers the most 
complete array of rehab services in the area,” says 
Amelia Embly, EJGH Outpatient Rehab Supervisor. 
“Now that we will be in a new, specially designed 
facility, it will truly allow us to raise the bar of 
expectations even higher. We will be able to better 
specialize in one-on-one care and increase our ability 
to develop detailed rehab care plans tailored to every 
patient.”

The other improvement that patients will immediately 
notice at the new facility is the convenience of 
parking. Patients and the families will be able to more 
easily find a parking place, and one that is closer to the 
door. We feel that this is especially important to rehab 
patients as they work through therapy.

All this is nothing but great news for our patients, 
staff and community. Our therapists look forward to 

maximizing their expertise through a state-of-the-art 
facility and the most advanced equipment. This will 
give every patient the best opportunity to get back 
to his or her normal life in the fastest, safest manner 
possible. 

And, there are more announcements to come 
throughout this year. Every improvement will be 
geared to offering greater convenience and access to 
our award-winning services. 

Keith M. Darcey is a communications specialist 
with East Jefferson General Hospital located at 
4200 Houma Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be 
reached at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East 
Jefferson General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse 
Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-profit 
community hospital, providing care to the residents 
of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding 
communities.

How to reduce cancer risk? Lose weight, stop smoking

There are no absolute guaranteed lifestyle changes 
that will reduce the chances of you becoming a cancer 

patient to zero.
But those who lose weight and give 

up smoking will significantly reduce the 
chances of becoming a cancer patient.

Dr. Srikanth Tamma, a hematologist and 
oncologist at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner, says the one certainty made clear by 
all the research and practical experience is 
that those who don’t smoke and maintain a 
weight level recommended for their size and 
gender by the American Medical Association 
have an excellent chance of not becoming a 
cancer patient.

Dr. Tamma, who came to the metro New 
Orleans area in 2007 and joined the staff at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner in 2009, 
says the advice that he gives all day long to 
his patients begins with, “You need to lose 
weight and, if you’re a smoker, you need to 
stop right now.”

“Both the scientific research and the 
medical problems facing the patients that I see 
every day make it clear there is a correlation 
between smoking, being overweight and 
cancer,” Dr. Tamma said. “Here in south 
Louisiana, people will say to me, ‘Doctor, 
that’s our lifestyle. We smoke and eat a lot of 
fried, high-calorie foods.’”

Dr. Tamma says he replies that with all due 
respect to south Louisiana lifestyle, those 
excuses become very lame when a patient 
has been diagnosed with cancer.

“At Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, we 
stress the importance of annual checkups and 
cancer screening, along with weight loss and 
giving up smoking,” says Dr. Tamma. “The 
number one cause of death is heart disease 
and the number two cause of death is cancer. 
Both heart disease and cancer are associated 
with obesity and smoking. The message 
could hardly be clearer.”

Dr. Tamma said that for those patients who have 
been diagnosed with cancer, there is a lot of hope for 
those who suffer from those kinds of cancer where the 
greatest medical strides have been made, including 
prostate cancer, cancer of the colon and breast cancer. 
Doctors have been less successful in developing 
treatments for some other cancers, including cancer 
of the liver and pancreatic cancer.

“The number of cancer survivors increases every 
year in the U.S.,” says Dr. Tamma. “At Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner, we are very proud of our 
cancer survivors. They invariably have positive 
attitudes and tell us, ‘Doc, I’m going to beat this.’”

Dr. Tamma said he is really impressed with Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner. “This is one of the best 
facilities in the nation,” said Dr. Tamma. “We have 
state-of-the-art equipment, a great nursing staff and a 
corporate philosophy that encourages us to have good, 
deep one-on-one relationships with our patients.” 

BY ALLAN KATZ

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

Mark your calendar!
Saturday, March 27, 2010
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Mayor
Police Chief

Council-at Large A & B seats
District 1 seat
District 2 seat
District 3 seat
District 4 seat
District 5 seat
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People
Dreams do come true
BY Ed CLANCY

My first 
personal contact 
with a Walt 
Disney product 

was in 1953, when my mother took 
me to Syracuse, New York, 20 miles 
away from my house in the farm town 
of Fabius, to see Disney’s full length 
animated movie production of “Peter 
Pan.” I believed a boy could fly.

The next Disney link in my memory 
comes from 1954 when Walt started 
hosting “Disneyland” on TV. In 
researching this show I was amazed 
to find that the program went on the 
air six years before Syracuse had an 
ABC network station. The only thing 
I can think of is that one of the other 
two stations in the market must have 
aired the show since ABC had no outlet. 
I think this because I know I saw the 
first-run episodes of “Davy Crockett,” 
(I had my own coonskin hat, and my 
own copy of the “Davy Crockett” 
theme song – number one on the 
“Hit Parade”), as well as the episodes 
that highlighted the construction of 
Disneyland in California.

1955 was another banner year for 
my “Disney Memory” (to be known 
hereafter as a DM). It was the year of 
the Mouseketeers, who starred in a 

daily show called “The Mickey Mouse 
Club.” From the first time I saw it I lost 
my heart, along with millions of other 
boys, to Annette Funicello. She was the 
same age as me, and was actually born 
just down the road from me, in Utica, 
New York. Although she was later to fill 
out a bathing suit rather well in those 
beach blanket movies, I was in love 
with her face, her smile and her modest 
pre-teen figure. Her singing voice was 
only so-so, but Walt made her sing and 
her records sold out at the stores. I first 
met her here in New Orleans in the mid-
80s when she was grand marshal of the 
Italian-American parade (I still have 
her picture taken with my number one 
daughter, Alex). Later, she was on my 
WWL radio show when we broadcast 
from Disney World in Florida. In 1992 
Annette revealed she had multiple 
sclerosis, against which she, amazingly, 
is still fighting the good fight.

My next DM, came in 1964 when the 
world fell in love with Mary Poppins 
and I fell in love with Nancy Duffy. 
Nancy, who worked with me in the 
media in Syracuse, believed she really 
was Mary Poppins. She dragged me to 
the movie an uncountable number of 
times, and jokingly referred to herself 
as “practically perfect in every way.” 

Her proudest moment was when she 
got an exclusive interview with Pamela 
Travers, the creator of the Mary Poppins 
books. She learned it took Walt Disney 
20 years to get Travers’ permission to 
make the movie starring Julie Andrews.

Nancy and I dated, became engaged, 
became disengaged, and remained 
lifelong friends. Nancy also fought a 
good fight, against cancer, but she lost 
it in 2006.

I tend to prize my Disney memories, 
because “back in the day” there were 
no videos, no DVDs, no cable TV. If 
you wanted to see a Disney movie for 
a second time you had to wait until it 
came back to the theaters and go shell 
out your money. Now, anyone can 
experience Disney magic by going 
online, buying a DVD or actually going 
to a theater to see a first-run Disney 
film.

As I write this, a fresh dose of the 
Disney magic can be experienced in 
two ways: going to a theater to see “The 
Princess and The Frog,” or going to the 
New Orleans Museum of Art at City 
Park, to tour “Dreams Come True: Art 
of the Classic Fairy Tales from the Walt 
Disney Studio.” NOMA is the only 
place in America you’ll be able to see 
this exhibit. If you use the audio tour 
hand-held speaker, John Goodman will 
take you through the 20 room display 
with music and audio sound bites from 
some of the creators of classics like 
“Snow White,” “Cinderella,” “Sleeping 
Beauty,” “The Little Mermaid,” 
“Beauty and the Beast,” and, of course 
Uncle Walt himself. The final two 
rooms of the exhibit deal with the 
movie about frog and his princess. The 

movie is set in 1920s New Orleans and 
the reviews are great, from both critics 
and customers. At NOMA you can push 
buttons to hear musical clips from the 
film.

The overall goal of “Dreams Come 
True” is to show the history of Disney 
cartooning from the early days of hand 
drawn animation – including a display 
of how some 2D scenes looked like 3D 
– through Pixar and digital movies like 
“Toy Story,” to the “Princess” of 2009 
and the return to hand drawn cells. A 
few years ago, the entire pen and ink 
department was closed down because 
digital was king. Now, many of those 
artists are back working for Disney 
under new management and the New 
Orleans “Princess” is the first result of 
Disney’s return to its senses.

My hat goes off to John Bullard, the 
director of NOMA, for landing this one 
of a kind show. If you want some new 
DMs of your own, by all means go to 
NOMA between now and March 14 
when the exhibit closes.

Authentic animation is back at 
Disney, and, to me, that’s proof that 
dreams do come true.

The New Orleans Museum of Art is 
open Wednesdays (noon to 8:00 p.m.) 
and Thursdays through Sundays (10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.). The Courtyard Café 
has also reopened, for the first time since 
Katrina, just for the Disney exhibit. For 
more information go to noma.org. 

Ed Clancy is host of “Jefferson 
Journal” seen each week on Cox 
Cable channel 6 in Jefferson Parish. 
Clancy can be reached via email at 
Edclancy2@aol.com

These figures illustrate that the 
national recession that has engulfed the 
rest of the nation since the fall of 2008 
has now reached Louisiana. While our 
state has not been hit as hard as Michigan 
or Florida, our economic problems are 
mounting. Louisiana does not have the 
housing problems or the manufacturing 
decline that has devastated other 
states, but it has been affected by the 
poor economy. A good portion of our 
economy in the New Orleans area is 
based on tourism; however, the local 
hospitality industry is hurting. Both 
leisure tourism and business travel have 
declined significantly in the last year. In 
2009, only 7.6 million people visited the 
New Orleans area, but the goal of the 
industry is to attract almost double that 
amount by 2018, approximately 13.7 
million visitors.

Until the economy recovers, our 
vital industries such as tourism will 
be impacted. Therefore, tax revenue 
will be either stagnant or declining. 
It is time for our state politicians to 

radically adjust their spending habits. 
While there has been some progress 
with the streamlining commission, 
much more needs to be accomplished 
in the years to come. The excesses 
and duplicate services that state 
government used to offer are luxuries 
we can no longer afford. It is essential 
that spending be cut because the last 
thing that Louisiana citizens need now, 
in the midst of a severe recession, is an 
increase in taxes. 

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans 
and his Louisiana based television 
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs 
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station 
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere 
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV 
ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere 
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Crouere
(continued from page 5)

Good Luck!
New Orleans Saints • Super Bowl 2010
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Latin American News
Filing your taxes
BY RAFAEL E. SAddY

It is that time of the year 
and every person that receives 
income, resides in the United 
States and fulfills certain 

requirements is required to file an income tax return 
and to pay any taxes that are due.

Everyone must file, including individuals not in 
permanent residence status. Hispanics in T.P.S. and/
or pending on legalization status are encouraged to 
file taxes to avoid any complications with the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS). If you are not sure about how 
to file an income tax return, ask the proper authorities 
for guidance. If you do not have a social security 
number, the IRS will issue an ITIN number. This is 
not a social security number but a number assigned 
specifically to individuals so they can file a tax return 
and pay their taxes.

For the tax year 2009 there are several changes with 
regard to tax preparers, therefore careful consideration 
needs to be given as to who prepares your taxes. You 
may have to answer inquiries by the IRS in the event 
of an audit and, if there are errors, stiff fines and 
sanctions could apply.

For the tax year 2009 there are many new credits. It 
is necessary to have all documents of taxes and interest 
paid, as well as documents showing the purchase of a 
car or a house. In addition, the state is giving a new 
school credit for children enrolled in public or private 
schools for their expenses related to tuition, school 
supplies, uniforms, etc. Receipts are required. This 

credit is different than the college credit.
An option to paper filing your tax return is using the 

Internal Revenue Service’s e-file. Electronic filing is 
growing more and more popular every year and a lot 
of taxpayers have chosen to e-file. When filing your 
return using e-file you will get your refund faster. It 
also means peace of mind knowing the IRS received 
the return because they send an acknowledgement of 
its receipt. “The e-file is a popular service,” said Doug 
Shulman, IRS Commissioner. “IRS e-file is safe, it’s 
easy and everyone should try it.”

You can get more information by calling the IRS at 
1-800-829-1040, option 8, for assistance in Spanish 
or by accessing the IRS on the Internet at www.irs.
gov and clicking on the “Español” link for assistance 
in Spanish.

Community announcements
Hablemos Claro KTV-76: Hispanic TV program 

with topics of interest to the community, every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For 
more information and program schedules go to www.
kenner.la.us and click the KTV 76 logo.

February 2: Council on the Provision of 

Governmental Services to Latin Americans. Exchange 
ideas and recommendations on submitted committee 
reports. For information call 225-219-4206.

February 6: Asociación de Costa Rica coronation 
and dance of Senorita. Jessica Pineda, Miss Costa Rica 
Queen 2009-2010. For information call 303-0968.

February 18: Unidad Hispanoamericana, general 
meeting regarding planning for Miss Unidad 
Hispanoamericana 2010. For information call 235-
3815 or 834-2020.

February 23, March 2 and 3: Council on the 
Provision of Governmental Services to Latin 
Americans. Review of consolidated committee 
reports and recommendations to the governor for 
next legislative period. For information call 225-
219-4206.

I leave you with this thought “Make all you can, 
save all you can, give all you can!” 

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin American 
Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email 
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence 
for LACAL can be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, 
LA 70064-0284.

Tourism
State wrestling tournament to 
come to Kenner
BY SHARON SOLOMON

Are you looking for some 
excitement after Mardi Gras? 

Look no further than your own backyard and attend 
the Louisiana High School Athletic Association 
state (LHSAA) wrestling tournament. It will 
be held February 19 through February 20 at the 
Pontchartrain Center.

According to B.J. Guzzardo, assistant 
commissioner of LHSAA, approximately 60 to 
70 teams will be participating. This equates to 
about 650 to 700 athletes, plus numerous coaches, 
managers, parents, siblings and the like. By now, 
we all know what this means...economic stimulus 
to Kenner.

During this weekend, the wrestlers, parents and 
their entourages from all over the entire state will 
eat here, sleep in our hotels, use our gas stations 
and shop in our stores and mall. We love this.

“LHSAA really likes coming to Kenner and 
the Pontchartrain Center,” said B.J. Guzzardo. 
“Kenner has the friendliest atmosphere, it’s very 
family friendly. The entire community from the 
city administration to the Pontchartrain Center 
bend over backwards to welcome us and treat us 

like kings and queens.”
B.J. encourages all to come and be a spectator, 

cheer for your children’s schools, or your own 
alma mater. Ticket prices are $10 for a session. 
There are two sessions each day. You can purchase 
a tournament pass for $35 and enjoy the entire 
program. Finals will be Saturday night at 6:30 
p.m. The decibels in the Pontchartrain Center rival 
that of any sporting event you might watch...well 
maybe not the Saints, but you know what I mean.

As a member of the Kenner Convention and 
Visitors Bureau your business can hand out flyers 
to the attendees promoting specials you may want 
to provide for our visitors. Contact me at 464-9494 
for further information. 

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for 
the Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
located at 2100 Third Street in Rivertown. Sharon 
Solomon can be reached at 464-9494, via email at 
kennercvb@aol.com or at www.kennercvb.com.
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Window Screens Made & Installed

PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
• Replacement
Windows

• Gutters

• Patio Covers
• Glass Rooms
• Room Additions
• Screened Rooms
• Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

Red light camera enforcement program suspended
On January 27, 2010, the Jefferson Parish Council passed an emergency ordinance to suspend 

enforcement of the red light camera safety program under Article XI of Chapter 36 of the Jefferson Parish 
Code of Ordinances, Sections 36-307 through 36-314, entitled Automated Traffic Signal Enforcement. 
The new ordinance calls for the suspension of operation of all Redflex red light cameras located in the 
unincorporated areas of Jefferson Parish until further notice.

This action was taken pending review and disclosure of recent findings by the parish administration 
concerning the red light camera program. 



KENNER STR - FEBRUARY 2010   27

Getting ready for February gardening
BY LYNNE dIMM

True to 
holiday form, 
the weather 
outside has been 
frightful and it 

has wreaked havoc on our plants. 
Low temperatures for long hours 
over many days and nights have 
caused a lot of damage to our plants. 
When I look around I see tropicals, 
hibiscus, ixora, bird of paradise and 
bougainvillea that all look like they 
have died. We really won’t know for 
a while what plants have survived 
the winter cold. Scrape back the bark 
on the limbs. If it is green, the plant 
is still alive.

There are many queen and robilini 

palms planted in the Kenner area 
and many seemed to have escaped 
damage. The fronds are brown and 
the bottom fronds hang down but 
most of the centers and tops look 
good. We’ll have to wait and see.

February is a month that can have 
weather that ranges from freezes to 
very warm days. We will still have 
to worry about protecting our plants 
from the cold this month. Don’t be 
too quick to trim the dead growth 
from bushes and trees. Wait until 
March when the threat of really 
cold weather is over. Plants such as 
azaleas, gardenias and loropetulum 
are spring blooming and should not 
be trimmed yet.

Early spring annuals such as 
petunias, dianthus, pansies, alyssum, 
stock and snaps can be planted now, 
even though the threat of a freeze 
is not over yet Tomato and pepper 
seeds can also be planted in a sill pot 
for an early start.

Valentine’s Day is this month. 
More red roses are sold this month 
than in any other month. Enjoy their 
beauty

Mardi Gras is February 16. Plant 
purple, green and gold in inside and 
outside pots to celebrate the holiday.

Take time now to get ready for 
spring. Plan your clean up and what 
you want to do to your gardens. Have 
your tools ready to use. Sharpen 
your shovels. Check the condition 
of your rakes. Oil your clippers 

and hand trimmers. Make sure your 
wheelbarrow is in good condition. 
Inspect your hoses and run your 
irrigation systems and make the 
necessary replacements or repairs.

This is a month to prepare, so take 
the time to get ready for an active 
March and April. 

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne 
Dimm’s Nursery, LLC, located at 27 
West 27th Street, is a registered and 
licensed Louisiana horticulturist and 
landscape contractor, is a wholesale 
grower of bedding plants and has 
over 30 years experience in the 
industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached 
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com 
or by calling 468-5467.

Ochsner summer science program 
opens for 2010 applicants

Now in its fourth year, the Ochsner 
Academic Division’s STAR Program 
is accepting applications for its 
popular, high school science program 
featuring actual, hands-on research in 
a laboratory with medical scientists. 
This highly successful program has 
led to over 70 percent of participating 
students continuing their studies in 
medicine-related college programs; so 
Ochsner is putting the word out early 
to get students interested in the 2010 
STAR program.

The STAR program (Science, 
Technology, Academics and Research) 
is a free, educational summer camp 
specifically for high schools students 
in Jefferson, Orleans, St. Tammany, 
Plaquemines, St. Charles, St. Bernard 
and St. John the Baptist parishes. A 
very popular program among science 
students that receives an average of 
60 applications, Ochsner will now 
be accepting 16 students for the 2010 
program.

The STAR program provides 
qualified high school students with a 
unique opportunity to:

Conduct cutting-edge, inquiry-
based scientific experiments under 
the guidance of Ochsner scientists 
in the setting of a dedicated student 
laboratory, the iLab.

Acquire hands-on experience with 
sophisticated medical technologies.

Learn about the latest advancements 
in medicine and health care from 
Ochsner physicians, nurses, and 
administrators.

Develop professional and life skills, 
such as writing resumes, creating 
effective presentations, networking, 
and serving as a leader.

Participate in other stimulating 
and informative programs, including 
stress management, CPR certification, 
and debates on current social issues 
impacted by science and medicine.

Applicants must be 16 years of age 
by May 1, 2010 and must be advancing 
to tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade. The 
application questions include contact 
and school information, short answer 
questions and one essay. Two different 
community members and/or teachers 
must write letters of recommendation 
and complete recommendation forms 
on your behalf. Complete applications 
are due by February 23, 2010.

In March, interviews will be 
conducted with the top student 
applicants and the student scholars will 
be contacted. On May 11 the student 
scholars and families will attend a meet 
and greet. The STAR program dates are 
June 7 through July 16 and on July 21 
the STAR 2010 culmination ceremony 
will be held.

“The STAR program was a totally 
unique and invaluable experience and it 
really opened my eyes to everything that 
goes on in the medical field, not only in 
the spheres of doctors and nurses but also 
in those of people like lab technicians 
and researchers,” said Amnah Rahman, 
STAR 2009 student. 

For more information on the Ochsner 
STAR program, visit www.ochsner.org/
star or contact Allison Fischtziur, senior 
administrator-project coordinator at 
842-5321 or afischtziur@ochsner.org.

Gardening

Health

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES

See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily) 

5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051  818-0053 (Fax)

Family Owned & Operated

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD. 

KENNER, LA  70065

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
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Home
Chinese drywall update
BY dAN dORMAdY

Chinese drywall 
contamination of 
residential homes 
in Louisiana has 

been an ongoing concern. Here is a 
summary of the latest information on 
that subject.

Many different lawsuits were filed 
throughout the country over defective 
Chinese drywall in 2009. These 
plaintiffs are now part of multidistrict 
litigation against the defective drywall 
that is currently pending in U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana.

New Orleans Saints head Coach Sean 
Payton is now the lead plaintiff for the 
suit filed against Knauf Plasterboard 
Tainjin Company, Limited, the 
manufacturer of drywall that has 
allegedly damaged homes and sickened 
residents. Coach Payton moved his 
family out of their north shore house 
after determining that it had Chinese 
drywall.

The Louisiana Attorney General’s 
office has filed suit in Orleans Parish 
on behalf of the state against Knauf 
and several other manufacturers, 
distributors, and importers of toxic 
Chinese drywall. The state attorney 
general believes the state has suffered 

economic loss. He is trying to recover 
the loss of expected state income tax, 
property tax, sales tax, other revenues 
and negative impact from the sale of 
Chinese drywall, the cost of remediation 
and disposal of contaminated drywall 
and other damages directly related to 
the state of Louisiana.

So far, the Consumer Products Safety 
Commission (CPSC) has received 
2,276 reports from residents in 32 states, 
the District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico concerning Chinese drywall. 
Consumers are being asked to file 
complaints with the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission at 800 638-2772 or 
https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/drywall.
aspx. Consumers are also being asked 
to file complaints with the Louisiana 
Attorney General’s Office at 800-
351-4889 or www.agbuddycaldwell.
com and to the state of Louisiana on 
the Louisiana Recovery Authority’s 
website http://lra.louisiana.gov.

Due to the study of the 51 homes 
done by Environmental Health and 
Engineering for CPSC between July 
and September 2009, the CPSC has 
the science that shows a link between 
metal corrosion and hydrogen sulfide. 
Now this enables the CPSC Task Force 
to develop both a screening process 

and effective remediation methods for 
homes affected. An ongoing study on 
the health risk effects of exposure to 
the chemical is being completed by 
Lawrence Berkley Laboratories.

The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development announced that 
FHA loan-insured families experiencing 
problems associated with problem 
drywall may be eligible for assistance to 
help them rehabilitate their properties. 
HUD is asking FHA mortgage lenders 
nationwide to extend temporary relief 
to allow families time to remove 
problem damaging drywall and repair 
their homes. Contact your lender or 
the HUD National Servicing Center at 
888-297-8685. Ask specifically about 
FHA Type 1 Special Forbearance (noted 
in Mortgagee Letter 2002-17); which 
provides relief that is not typically 
available under an informal forbearance 
or repayment plan.

Recently the Internal Revenue Service 
said it would grant a tax deduction 
for homeowners who can prove they 
have suffered “sudden, unusual and 
unexpected” damage because of the 
building material. The homeowner must 
meet all requirements for the deduction.

But homeowners who may expect 
reimbursement from insurance or any 
other entity would not be eligible for 
the casualty loss deduction. Not all 
homes with Chinese drywall are eligible 
for the tax break. Homeowners must 
provide expert documentation that 
tainted drywall has inflicted “sudden, 
unusual and unexpected” damage. 
However as of now there is no set 
guideline for documenting that tainted 
drywall has caused such a loss. Expert 
documentation is essential for the 
deduction. Refer to IRS publication 547 
for limitations to timing and amount of 
deductions.

The Louisiana Recovery Authority 
gave its final approval to creation of 
a $5 million program to help some 
homeowners rehabilitate property 
with Chinese drywall problems. But 
the program requires legislative and 
federal approvals before it can begin 

and the aid also won’t flow until federal 
officials devise a national standard for 
drywall testing and remediation. State 
officials say they don’t know how 
long that might take. As approved in 
January the program would be limited 
to homeowners with the drywall who 
received aid through the Road Home 
program after hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. It would use $5 million in federal 
hurricane recovery aid.

A New York company claims it has a 
fix for homeowners stuck with Chinese 
drywall. Sabre Technical Services, the 
same company that removed anthrax 
from federal buildings in 2001 and mold 
after Hurricane Katrina, says it can 
stop Chinese drywall from corroding 
by pumping in chlorine dioxide gas. 
The drywall has been connected to 
health problems and damaged wiring 
and pipes. Little testing has been done 
on the work, and there is no federally 
approved method for treating houses 
contaminated with toxic drywall.

A Baton Rouge family thinks their 
Chinese drywall problems are behind 
them. Their home was tented and 
gassed with chlorine dioxide in January 
by Sabre Technical Services. The cost 
is $15 to $20 a square foot less than 
removing the drywall completely. Sabre 
says the gas neutralizes the toxins in the 
drywall and halts the rotten smell and 
metal corrosion linked to the product. 
So far the owners are pleased. As for the 
use of chlorine dioxide to treat Chinese 
drywall, the Federal government says 
there is no federally approved method 
of treating toxic drywall. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed 
professional engineer and licensed home 
inspector and the president of Criterium-
Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing 
in residential and commercial building 
inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at 
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-
Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Archbishop Chapelle High School
Emerald Gala

 “Rockin’ the Night Away”
 

Saturday, March 20, 2010, ACHS Gymnasium
8800 Veterans Boulevard, Metairie

 
featuring silent & oral auctions, open bar, 

buffet dinner & dancing to
The Wiseguys

 7:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
 

Call ACHS Special Events Director, 467-3105, Ext. 126
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455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED
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OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Georgy’s Salon Spa employees and owner Pam Georgy salute the New Orleans 
Saints by dressing up to honor the team’s successful season as they won their way 
to the Super Bowl in Miami to be held on February 7, 2010.

Saints enthusiasm is all over Kenner

2009 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA

(Between W. Napoleon & W. Metaire)

Phone in orders 
305-2427

sun. - Thurs. 
10:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Fri. & sat. 
10:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Famous Burgers
100% All American Beef • NEvER FRozEN
No Additives, Fillers or Preservatives

super Dawgs
FREE ToPPiNgs

Fresh Cut Fries
Fresh squeezed Lemonade
Hand Dipped shakes

FREE FRiEs
with burger purchase

necessary departments and pay off the 
entire sewerage rebuilding. No one is 
willing to cut important departments 
like fire and police. Then where will 
the money come from?

As one council member told me, 
“You really don’t understand how 
shaky and angry people are. Everyone 
feels their job is in jeopardy in this 
recession and many people have 
already lost jobs. Others are working 
two and three jobs to try to make ends 
meet. People are afraid the next lay-
off is going to be them. It’s a mess out 
there and people do not want to hear 
about increased taxes, increased fees, 
sewerage failures or any of it. This 
really is a crisis for government.”

Maybe the Council can, through 
some ruthless budget cutting and re-
arranging, find the money to service the 
debt and get the sewerage rebuilding 
funded and also maintain city services 
with less revenue. That’s a tall order.

I’ve been told 25 percent of Treasure 
Chest Casino money collected by the 
city each year is dedicated for servicing 
city debt and it will be freed up this 
year after paying off a bond issue. That 
money should be available to use to 
start paying off the first $11 million in 
sewerage rebuilding loans. After that, 
where does the money to pay the next 
$11 million of the loan come from? 
On top of that, the $22 million loan 
doesn’t cover half the over $50 million 
needed.

At some point it could be the 
Council may end up having no 

choice but to vote for an increased 
sewerage usage fee or some other tax 
increase and it won’t be politically 
popular. But what is the alternative? 
The state can levy huge compliance 
fines of $27,500 per day against the 
city and then what kind of financial 
mess would that cause Kenner? Will 
citizens be happy if their city services 
are drastically cut, especially the 
fire and police departments? If the 
fire department is cut it jeopardizes 
homeowner’s insurance rates. If the 
police department is cut citizens will 
feel unsafe. This dire predicament 
needs a solution. And quick.

In regard to the sewerage financial 
dilemma, would it have made a 
difference if the powers that be in 
Kenner had heeded the words of 
Jeannie Black 16 years ago and paid 
attention to the sewerage system 
throughout the years? Maybe right 
now we would only have to be dealing 
with the economic recession and could 
squeeze by. I think so, but there is no 
going back, only forward, and the city 
of Kenner finds itself in a real financial 
crisis. The sewerage mess has come 
home to roost. The good thing is the 
Council acknowledges the sewer 
crisis and is united in working towards 
a solution to that end. But that is only 
one component to the crisis. They’ll 
also have to deal with the current $1.6 
million general fund shortfall during 
the first half of the city’s fiscal year 
with projections of continued falling 
sales tax revenues. 

Katz
(continued from page 5)

The Frame Shoppe
Esplanade Mall • 464-4662

Celebrating 25 years!

25%OFF
expires 12/31/09

FIND US IN THE MALL!!!
The Esplanade mall’s best kept hidden secret!

CHRISTMAS GIFTS!
Prints, posters, 

custom framing, 
pre-framed art, 

anything in the store

The Frame Shoppe
Esplanade Mall • 464-4662

Celebrating 25 years!

25%OFF
expires 12/31/09

FIND US IN THE MALL!!!
The Esplanade mall’s best kept hidden secret!

CHRISTMAS GIFTS!
Prints, posters, 

custom framing, 
pre-framed art, 

anything in the store

KEEP IT LOCAL!
Only Custom Frame Shop in Kenner!

 

GIFTS!!
SAINTS, MARDI GRAS, VALENTINE’S DAY

Want to reach all the
registered voters in Kenner?

Kenner Str Advertising Info 
Call 468-9125
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at a January 7 meeting that if they are 
unable to come up with funds to pay 
for the sewerage work through a budget 
revamp, a sewer usage fee increase 
may have to be considered. The only 
alternative would be to refuse to go 
ahead with the sewerage rebuilding and 
that would surely bring massive fines 
to the city, probably in the millions 
of dollars, from federal and state 
environmental agencies.

Mayor Muniz has announced that 
he will not seek a second term in the 
upcoming 2010 election. One of the 
reasons he said is because he feels the 
city’s political leaders have not taken a 
stance to find effective new source of 
revenues for critical services like fire, 
police and sewerage. Muniz said he 
has asked the Council to give the voters 
an opportunity to decide whether to 
increase property taxes in lieu of cutting 
fire and police so hopefully, the current 
city leaders will not repeat the errors of 
the past.

“Do not forget, we have a Department 
of Environmental Quality non-
compliance order in place since August 
of last year (which can be found on the 
city’s website, www.kenner.la.us) and I 
have no way of knowing how patient the 
state will be before deciding to fine us. 
Excluding September, 2008, the month 
of Hurricane Gustav when everything 
was closed for a week or more, sales 
tax collections the first half of our fiscal 
year are down about $1.6 million. We 
will not be able to spend more of our 
general fund money on sewerage and 
neglect other departments, especially 
fire and police,” Muniz said. “Most 
civic and business leaders I talk to 
feel strongly about not cutting fire and 
police funding.”

The millage increase Muniz had 
proposed for voter approval would 
average about $5 a month, funding $3 to 
the police department and $2 to the fire 
department. The sewerage usage fee is a 
different matter and the Muniz proposal 
of an increase of about $3 a month 
would have to be approved by the city 
council in the form of an ordinance.

Muniz recently negotiated a low-

interest $22 million loan at less than 
one percent from the state’s Department 
of Environmental Quality for the sewer 
rebuilding. The cost for rebuilding the 
entire sewerage system is expected to 
be more than $50 million.

At the January 7, 2010 Kenner City 
Council meeting, after meeting in 
executive session, Branigan read the 
following statement announcing the 
30-day deferral and the intention of the 
Council to attempt to seek means other 
than the Muniz proposals to fund the 
sewerage work:

“We’ve met with our attorneys about 
possible litigation and some other items 
which we are not at liberty to discuss 
publicly. So, it would compromise 
the city and we wanted to make this 
statement on this deferral that the 
Council is united and has not backed 
down from the commitment to fully 
fund the entire $22 million dollar sewer 
improvements that we have qualified for 
with those low-interest loans.

Our momentum shows our 
commitment. The fact is we have 
enough money to cover the draw-down 
of $11 million and we are only at the 
stage where have spent on engineering 
services a little over $1 million. As 
projects begin, we are allowed to draw 
down the monies, but we have the money 
to pay for $11 million but we have not 
exceeded these costs yet. The deferral 
tonight which will push this issue back 
one month will only determine if we can 
find any other revenue sources besides 
this avenue to make it happen. In other 
words, we do not want to leave a stone 
unturned and act hastily on something 
we may regret later.

Branigan continued: “However, we 
are all committed. Before the issue comes 
before the Council next month, we will 
have tried to get all of the answers to all 
of those questions that have been raised 
that are still on our minds and hearts to 
do so. And we won’t draw down more 
than $11 million before the next month’s 
time. Again, we are fully committed to 
accepting the entire $22 million and 
making those improvements and we all 
wish it could be more but tonight we will 

defer for one month an issue which will 
be addressed in the future as to whether 
a proper revenue source can be found or 
if someone has a better idea and we are 
able to find another way to do so.”

During the same council meeting, 
Denapolis explained the city of 
Kenner collects about $4.3 million 
each year through sewerage usage fees 
and dedicated millages of which 100 
percent goes towards maintaining and 
running the sewerage system. But, 
Denapolis said the real cost for the 
city is about $5 million, which means 
that approximately $700,000 from the 
general fund is additionally needed each 
year just to maintain Kenner’s sewerage 
system.

No money is presently collected from 
Kenner residents to fund sewerage 
rebuilding. A city official said Kenner 
last increased sewerage usage fees for 
residents at least 19 years ago.

All of this has led many Kenner 
residents to scrutinize their water bills 
more closely than ever. Bi-monthly 
water bills are generated and collected 
by Jefferson Parish’s Department of 
Water. Four of the six charges which 
appear on each household and business 
water bill – water consumption, water 
service, mosquito control and fees for 
Lafreniere Park are kept by the parish, 
which then forwards the other two, the 
sewerage usage fees and the garbage-
related solid waste collection fees, to the 
city of Kenner.

Black, who has been contending for 
almost 16 years that Kenner’s sewerage 
problems should not be ignored, said the 
feedback she has gotten from Kenner 
voters is overwhelmingly against any 
increases to residents.

“In my view, the voters are telling 
the Council, ‘We should not have our 
sewer usage fees increased. These are 
hard times and we’re having enough 
trouble making ends meet. This is what 
we elected you to do. Suck it up, cut the 
budget, do whatever you have to do to 
make this thing work financially,’” said 
Black.

Black said she thinks there is a 
relatively small group among Kenner 
voters who would vote for an increased 
sewer usage fee. But, she said, they are 
a minority among the voters and would 
not be able to carry the issue. “I have 
a high regard for Mayor Muniz but I 
think the financing of the sewerage 
improvements may have to come 
from a tightened budget that defers 
other projects that are less urgent than 
sewerage,” she said.

Carroll said he has heard and 
understands the view that voters 
throughout the city and particular in 
District 1 do not believe millage or sewer 
service fee increases are necessary. “The 
voters want the Council to be innovative 
and determined in figuring out a way 
to adjust the budget and repaying 
the loan to the state’s Department of 

Environmental Quality,” said Carroll. 
“We live in the oldest part of Kenner 
and are most impacted by the antiquated 
sewerage and drainage system.”

Zahn said among the financial 
resources available to the city is funds 
collected by the city from Treasure 
Chest Casino. “Of the money received 
annually from the casino, 25 percent, 
by city ordinance, has to be used for 
debt reduction by the city. An old bond 
issue is in the process of being paid 
off, therefore the city has the ability 
to finance the first $11 million without 
a sewerage usage fee increase to our 
residents. All we need is the mayor’s 
approval to start the project now,” said 
Zahn. “I also believe that this Council 
is prepared to identify additional funds 
in the city budget that can be switched 
from other projects to then help pay for 
the balance of the sewerage rebuilding 
loan.”

DeFrancesch said, “I am fully 
committed to working with my fellow 
councilmen to rebuild the sewerage 
system. The money already spent on 
engineering work and design indicates 
our intent and commitment to move 
forward in addressing Kenner’s long 
standing sewerage problems. However, 
these are tough economic times, and 
people are struggling just to survive. 
The majority of voters in District 4 do 
not support increased sewerage usage 
fees nor increased taxes. I believe this 
council can find the money to handle the 
repayment of the sewerage loan without 
doing either, by carefully analyzing the 
budget and looking for other revenue 
sources.”

Denapolis said that like his colleagues, 
he has heard a clear message from the 
voters in his district – no tax increases, no 
service usage fee increases, find a way to 
provide the funds for the repayment by 
pulling the budget as tight as possible. 
“The message is unmistakable,” said 
Denapolis. “I know that every member 
of the Council has heard it and we are 
responding. We are going to find a way 
to do this that is acceptable to the voters 
who elected us.”

The first steps by the city to start 
work on the sewer system have been 
taken. Of the $11 million initial loan 
the city to date has spent approximately 
$1.5 million on engineering and 
design to rebuild the citywide sewer 
system. Stagni said the Council has 
taken the necessary first steps to begin 
the sewerage improvements. Said 
Stagni, “The council has shown a 100 
percent commitment to our citizens by 
appropriating all the engineering funding 
for the projects the administration says 
will help with the DEQ compliance 
order.”

Records from the Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer Prat Reddy 
indicate that the beginnings of the 
sewerage reconstruction will begin in 
mid-February. 

Sewerage system
(continued from page 1)

HAPPY MARDI GRAS!
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Automatic 
Transmission, Inc.

Dennis 
Automotive

2220 Airline Drive,
Kenner

466-1381
Family owned and 

operated since 1976

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Servicing your
transmission is very
important! Every 30,000 
miles the fluid and filter 
must be changed.

90% of ALL transmission 
failures are caused by 
worn out fluid that should 
have been replaced.
Protect the life of your 
car. Don’t let your
transmission burn up!

We’ve been in business 
over 33 years. Let’s the 
experts help!

HAVE TO KEEP YOUR 
CAR LONGER?

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Automatic
Transmission, Inc.

Dennis
Automotive

2220 Airline Drive,
Kenner

466-1381

Family owned and
operated since 1976

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday  

7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday 

7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

Game Time 
is here!

TOP OFF 
YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY 

THE GALLON 5.99

CAJUNLAND
COMPLETE

BOIL
Only

Ice, Beer, Softdrinks

IT’S MARDI GRAS TIME!

WE
DELIVER
TO YOUR
FLOAT!

We’re your
boiling

headquarters!

Ice, Beer, Soft Drinks

Potatoes, Corn, garlic

OPEN 5:00 AM MARDI GRAS 

During a meeting of the city of Kenner department heads on November 18, 2009, 
five employees were honored as outstanding employees for the month of October. 
Mayor Ed Muniz presented them certificates acknowledging the distinction. They 
are (from left) Mark Glorioso of Public Works; Kerri McGovern from Parks and 
Recreation; June Hoffman from Clerk of Court; Mayor Muniz; Billie Gautreaux and 
Alan Howland from Code Enforcement. Glorioso was praised for his willingness to 
perform tasks of all types, “anywhere, anytime… he’s just great.” McGovern was 
praised as a “wonderful asset” and for creating special dance routines for zoomba 
classes. Hoffman, who has been with the city 30 years, was praised for the help 
she has provided to fellow employees and her “excellent management skills.” 
Gautreaux was praised for her work over the years in several city departments and 
described as a “great asset” to the city. Howland was cited for the dedication to his 
job, the extensive research on code enforcement laws and regulations he has used 
in mounting investigations the city won in court. 

During a December 16, 2009 meeting of Kenner city department heads, Christine 
Calamari, an executive assistant in the Department of Public Works, was presented 
a certificate by Chief Executive Officer Mike Yenni designating her the city’s 
outstanding employee for the month of November. Calamari has been with the 
city for seven years and has served in several capacities, ranging from the position 
of assistant council clerk to working in the internal audit office. Calamari was 
selected for taking on any assignment and bringing it to a quick conclusion and her 
willingness to work with others, her broad experience and pleasant sense of humor 
were cited as a attributes to her successful management of assignments. 

Calamari named outstanding Kenner 
employee for November 2009

Kenner outstanding employees for the 
month named for October 2009
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd.,Kenner

• 24 hour access
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillence
• onsite management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• Hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

“WE STORE IT ALL”
WE WILL BEAT ANYONE’S PRICE! CALL US TODAY!

468-3474

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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