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Kenner voters elect Mike Yenni as Kenner Mayor for next four years
First-time candidate Mike Yenni upheld his family’s legacy said, “This will be a smooth transition as we work to impleand won the race for Kenner mayor on March 27, 2010. He ment a new vision for Kenner. I am eager to begin addresswill succeed Ed Muniz who declined to run for a second term. ing the challenges that we face. I have every confidence that
Yenni was chief administrative officer in the Muniz adminis- this administration, the council and the chief of police will
tration but resigned two months ago to run for mayor. Yenni, work in harmony for one common goal, a greater quality of
at 33 years old the second youngest mayor elected in Kenner, life for Kenner.” Yenni had campaigned to continue to support the over $50 million sewerage rehabilitation initiated by
will take office on July 1, 2010 for a four-year term.
Mike Yenni is the grandson of Joe Yenni, who was the may- the Muniz administration and an increase in sewer usage fees
or of Kenner from 1970 until 1980 and Jefferson Parish Presi- to fund it. He also vowed to work with the state’s Departdent until 1987, and a nephew of the late Mike Yenni, who ment of Environmental Quality to show that Kenner is serious
about showing progress in handling
was the Jefferson Parish President
from 1987 through 1995. Both died
the agency’s sewerage compliance
2010 Legislative orders against the city, to increase
in office. Mayor-elect Mike Yenni
said that being a public servant is in
Session Preview funding to the fire department and
his blood and he has worked in govto stabilize the way the city’s police
Legislators Martiny,
department is funded so its budget
ernment since the age of 16 when in
Ligi & Willmott Bills
high school.
will not be reliant on fluctuating
see
page
12
After winning the election, Yenni
sales tax collections.

continued on page 30
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Councilwoman-at-Large “B” Jeannie Black, District 1 Councilman Greg Carroll and District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn
were re-elected unopposed on February 5, 2010.
Incumbents Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan, District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch and
District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis were elected March 27, 2010.

Michele Branigan re-elected
to Councilwoman-at-Large
“A” position

Incumbent Michele Branigan beat challenger
Penny Frame in the election for a second term
as Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large “A” in the
March 27 citywide election.
After the election Branigan said, “I am
humbled that so many residents have trusted me
again to make Kenner a great place to live. In
these tough times, experience matters most and
the voters seem to recognize the value in that.
continued on page 30

District 2 Councilman Joe
Stagni brought back by
voters for a second term

Councilwoman-at-Large
Michele Branigan

Joe Stagni was re-elected to his Kenner
District 2 council position in the March 27,
2010 election.
Stagni won all of the district’s nine precincts
receiving 1,832 of the 2,140 votes cast or 86
percent of the vote. There was a 23.42 percent
turnout of the 9.137 eligible voters.
William “Bill” Schwertz, who ran against
Stagni obtained 308 votes or 14 percent.
continued on page 30
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PRECINCT RESULTS FOR ALL RACES- See www.jpclerkofcourt.us/elections/office.asp

Incumbent Maria DeFrancesch
defeats challenger for
District 4 seat

Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch won re-election to her council seat
on March 27, 2010.
In a 30.60 percent voter turnout, DeFrancesch,
received 1,668 votes or 55 percent of the
3,047 total vote. DeFrancesch led in six of the
eight precincts in her district which has 9,957
registered voters.
After her victory, DeFrancesch said, “This was
a hard fought election. I survived personal attacks
continued on page 30

Councilman Kent Denapolis
elected by District 5 to sit
on council again

District 4 Councilwoman
Maria DeFrancesch

On March 27, 2020, the voters of District 5 reelected Kent Denapolis to the Kenner Council.
Denapolis, received 1,810 votes for 59
percent of the total vote. There were 3,069
votes cast, a 34.03 percent turnout of 9,018
possible registered voters. He won five of the
six precincts in the district.
Denapolis said after the election, “District
5 has had a lot of challenges over the past six
years and the voters wanted to see the continued
continued on page 30

District 5 Councilman
Kent Denapolis
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The Stars are Back in
Rivertown!
	
  

2020 Fourth Street
Kenner, LA 70062

A radio announcement…
an excited phone call…
and our sly gumshoe,
Skye Watcher is on the case!
TUES THRU SAT
10:00 AM

The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our
Solar System and beyond! Explore the planets
and their moons, and search the night sky for
distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.
TUES THRU SAT
2:00 PM
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BLAST OFF…
TO FUN AND EXCITEMENT IN
KENNER’S RIVERTOWN!

Join us on a 3,000 mile journey in search of the Big
Five…the elephant, the Cape buffalo, the rhino, the
leopard and the lion! Never before has wildlife been
Running
time:
seen with
such realism
on 37
the minutes
giant screen!

	
  

TUES THRU SAT
11:00 AM & 4:00 PM

The Beatles

JPC B
with

Be a part of Beatlemania as the group’s most popular
hits are brought to life through a dazzling laser light
display! The fun continues with a bonus show of
more popular hits from artists like N’Sync, the B52’s,
Smashmouth, and 3Doors Down.

LASER
POP

TUES THRU SAT
Noon & 3:00 PM

501 Williams Blvd., Rivertown
Kenner, LA 70062

Welcome 2010!
January 2
CASTLE CLOSED
January 9

January 23
Porta Puppet Players

"IF THE SHOE FITS…"
Meet Cinderella as she

weaves her magical story!
APRIL 2010

Glen Ghirardi
Magical Entertainer

MONTH OF MAGIC!!!

"WINTER MAGIC"

January 30

April 3 Stiryteller Frank Levy with
His Instant Theater Production of
Characters Two presenting
CASTLE CLOSED
January 16

“GARDENS OF STORIES”

“THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS”

April 10
SATURDAYS
ONLY ROYES
WELCOME
BACK!!! IRWIN
11:30
AM Magician
The World’s
Smallest
$5.00 per person
“SPRING MAGIC”

April 17
DWAINO THE CLOWN
A little bit of magic plus balloon sculptures for all the kids
April 24
GLENJanuary
GHIRARDI
Saturday,
16, 2010
Magical Entertainer
Native American Music Day
“CASTLE
MAGIC”
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Kenner's Rivertown
SATURDAYS
ONLY
$3.00 adults, $2.50 Children & Seniors
11:30 AM
For info call 468-7231
$5.00 per person
For More
on any
Rivertown
Event, or visit:
For More Information
on Information
any Rivertown Event,
please
call 504-468-7231
please
call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com
www.rivertownkenner.com

Tour a full-sized mock up of the International Space Station!
Study the history of space exploration!
See how astronauts live and work in space!
Visit with “Sput-Nick” the Robot!
	
  

TUESDAY – SATURDAY
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
For More Info: 468-7231
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Shoulder Pain?
Put it behind you.

Learn how your injury can be diagnosed,
repaired and rehabilitated to be stronger
than before your injury. Most importantly,
learn what injuries require surgery and
which can be repaired non-surgically.

EJGH
East Jefferson General Hospital
SPortS meDiCine

“Minimally invasive surgery can now
bring relief to those with rotator cuff
and other shoulder injuries.”
Dr. CharleS haDDaD, Orthopedist
“We provide therapy designed to help speed recovery, build
strength and return full range of motion to your injured shoulder.”
amelia embley, EJ Outpatient OT/PT
“The right training program can help prevent recurrence while
maximizing the effects of your surgery.”
ranDy beCnel, Wellness Center Director

Tuesday, april 6

7 pm – 8:30 pm at the EJGH Conference Center
(free parking in the Hudson Garage)

Free health screenings, information, and giveaways!

Reserve your free seat today.
Call HealthFinder: 504-456-5000

your

East Jefferson General Hospital

www.ejgh.org

KENNER STR - APRIL 2010

Mayor-elect Mike Yenni celebrates win, but
says Kenner faces tough financial times
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From the Editor

By ALLAN KATZ

The joke among
Mayor-elect Mike
Yenni’s
inner
circle is that they’d better have enjoyed
the mayoral campaign because governing
is going to be a lot harder.
Now, as his friends celebrate Yenni’s
victory over Phil Capitano, the mayorelect is thinking about the hard choices
that lie ahead.
“We’ll soon be taking the wraps off the
2010-11 Kenner budget and it may well
be the tightest budget in Kenner history,”
said Yenni. “We intend to keep the team
that Mayor Muniz and I assembled. We’re
going to be in a time of tough choices.”
Although Yenni proved, at age 33, to be
an excellent candidate, he makes no bones
about wishing that Ed Muniz had run for a
second term as mayor.
“I think Ed Muniz will go down in
history as one of Kenner’s great mayors,”
said Yenni. “He decided not to run for
reelection and I felt that we are alike in

fiscal conservativeness and have a lot of
the same ideology so the time was right
for me to continue the path we have
started on over the last three and a half
years. However, I do have a new vision
which should inspire new growth and a
new form of leadership.”
Because his inaugural will not be until
July 1, Yenni will return until then to his
post as chief administrative officer of the
Muniz administration. His key objectives
are working closely with the Kenner City
Council to come up with a responsible,
balanced budget, and working closely
with the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality to continue
progressing toward the rebuilding of
Kenner’s antiquated sewerage system that
has been needing major improvements
for more than 20 years. He is hopeful that
later in April, the Council will approve
a user fee, which he said has not been
increased in over 20 years, to help finance
the sewerage improvements.

“I know it will be a tough vote but I
hope the Council will approve the user
fee,” said Yenni, who celebrated his
victory with all seven members of the
Council who came to the mayor-elect’s
victory party. “The DEQ needs to know
that Kenner right now is serious about
rebuilding our sewerage system. So far,
DEQ has been great to work with and we
need to continue to work in good faith
with them. They need to know that we
intend to rebuild the sewerage system and
we’re serious about finding funding to
maintain it.”
Yenni said if funding for the sewerage
rebuilding is not found soon, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency will
become involved which could lead to
federal fines that would further financially
cripple the city.
“It’s on us,” he says. “Our generation
of Kenner leaders and residents find
ourselves with no alternative but to
authorize and fund the rebuilding of the

sewerage system. It doesn’t do any good
to point fingers at those who came before
us and complain that they should have
done more. We are where we are and it’s
our load to carry now. So we need to get
on with it.”
Yenni said he plans, if possible, to keep
together the Muniz administrative team,
including such key operatives as City
Attorney Keith Conley, Deputy CAO
Mike Quigley, Deputy CAO Prat Reddy
and Finance Director Duke McConnell. “I
helped Mayor Muniz hire this team almost
four years ago and I’m hoping that they’ll
all stick with me,” said the mayor-elect.
“I think we have a great group that has
performed well. We think of ourselves as
a team and I am going to need the benefit
of their advice, counsel and experience.”
Yenni is also looking forward to
working with Police Chief Steve Caraway
who was re-elected without opposition
and then endorsed Yenni in the race
continued on page 9
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Time to get serious in Baton Rouge
By JEFF CROUERE

With a legislative
session poised to
begin on March 29,
state lawmakers are
grappling with a difficult budget situation.
The financial picture is so bleak that the Civil
Service Commission has recommended that
annual pay raises be suspended for 60,000
state employees beginning July 1. Long
gone are the days post-Katrina when federal
money was pouring into the state. Almost five
years after the hurricane, the level of federal
funds being allocated for Louisiana has
declined sharply. In addition, Louisiana tax
revenue has been falling. For example, in the
month of February, “both income and sales
taxes did not meet expectations,” according
to LSU economist James Richardson. This
situation has created a mid-year budget
deficit that could reach $400 million. Several
months ago, the Jindal administration
made painful budget cuts of almost $250
million, which severely impacted higher
education and healthcare services. The need
for additional budget cuts should provide
legislative support for the work of the state
streamlining commission chaired by state
Senator Jack Donahue (R-Mandeville).
There will be a number of bills that will be
introduced in the session that will contain
the spending reductions recommended by
Donahue’s commission.
One method to deal with the crisis is to
tap the “Rainy Day Fund,” which totals

approximately $774 million. The state
constitution allows legislators to withdraw
no more than one-third of the total amount in
any given year. In the last session, legislators
used $86 million to balance the budget,
leaving $172 million available for use in this
session. It is a real travesty that any money
has been withdrawn this year and removing
more money would just compound the
problem. To remove the funds, a two-thirds
vote of the legislature would be needed, but
if the governor gets involved, the votes may
materialize. Raiding the “Rainy Day Fund”
is the easy way out for spineless legislators.
Louisiana has been living beyond its means
for many years. It is time that fiscal sanity
was restored and the budget was brought in
line with our neighboring states.
Instead of raiding our fund of last resort, the
legislature should focus on significant budget
cuts. Louisiana has not come anywhere close
to cutting the budget to a satisfactory degree.
The state still has too many employees per
capita and too many state colleges and
universities. For a state that is one-fourth
the population of Florida, it is amazing that
Louisiana has more colleges and universities
than the Sunshine State. Louisiana also has
four boards of higher education, leading to
millions in unnecessary spending.
While difficult budget decisions loom, too
many legislators are worried about trivial
issues. Every year, some of our misguided
legislators waste time debating the merits

of the state poem, flower or fruit. This
year, a host of ill-advised bills have been
introduced, including one to outlaw low
riding pants. State Representative Rickey
Hardy (D-Lafayette) is following in the
footsteps of former legislator and convicted
felon Derrick Shepherd and introduced a
bill to outlaw sagging pants. Shepherd tried
on numerous occasions to criminalize lowriding pants, but failed in both 2004 and
2008. The effort did make national headlines
and was ridiculed by Comedy Channel
hosts among many others. If Hardy’s bill
becomes law, any person wearing clothing
that intentionally exposes undergarments
could be subject to fines and community
service. After multiple offenses, the penalties
would increase substantially. With our fiscal
problems, is bad fashion really a matter that
deserves legislative attention?
Another questionable bill has been
introduced by state Senator Robert Adley
(R-Benton). He wants to outlaw the sale of
energy drinks to anyone under the age of
16. Adley is acting on the issue because of
a constituent who claimed that her son was
rendered unconscious and started vomiting
after consuming an energy drink.
This youngster may have other health
problems that could have caused this reaction.
The federal government has no prohibition
on youngsters using these beverages, so
neither should the state government. If the
continued on page 9
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Police

Become a KPD Explorer!
By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

If
you
are
interested in a
law enforcement
career and are
13 to 17 years old, the Kenner Police
Department Law Enforcement Exploring
Program is a great opportunity for you to
see what law enforcement is all about!
The explorers receive regular instruction
about police department operations,
volunteer their time to help at various
police department and community
events, and participate in social activities.
Explorers receive their own uniform
and equipment from the Kenner Police
Department and attend a yearly academy,
which is a condensed form of the police
academy. A typical day in the academy
begins with an early morning workout
consisting of running, calisthenics,
stretching, push-ups and sit-ups. For the
rest of the day, explorers attend courses to
learn about areas of the police department,
such as criminal law, self-defense, crime
scene investigations, report writing, traffic,
narcotics and the K-9 Unit. They even
learn how to apprehend a subject while
on bicycle patrol, how to conduct a traffic
stop, and how to handle firearms and to
shoot live ammunition at a range. At the
end of the academy, awards are presented

REGISTER NOW!

to explorers with the highest grade point
average in each area of study and best
performance in physical fitness activities.
Working closely with the St. Charles
Explorer Post, the Kenner Explorers
volunteer to direct traffic and monitor
crowds for safety at various events. They
also partake in the New Orleans Area Boy
Scouts camping event at Camp Salmen
in Kiln, Mississippi. During the event,
explorers direct traffic, supervise and
locate scouts who may lose their way in
the heavily wooded area during hikes and
other outdoor activities. In addition, the
explorers make appearances as McGruff
the Crime Dog and Vince and Larry,
the Crash Dummies, at events such as
“National Night Out Against Crime.”
The program is educational, fun and
encourages high standards for teens.
Potential explorers must have worthy
academic and personal records in order to
be accepted into the program. For more
information or to apply to the program,
please contact the KPD Community
Relations Division at 712-2300 or at
bnorwood@kennerpd.com. 
Chief Caraway can be reached by email
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com.

SUMMER AT CDA

AGES 4 - 12

Featuring:
Zumba Fitness for Kids
June 7th - June 25th Half day 9-12 Full day 9-3
Each day includes dance fitness, crafts, games and more!
2401 Veterans in Kenner
(504) 466-5856
cda3205@cox.net
Come join the fun with weekly classes in
Zumba, Zumba Toning, & Zumba for kids.
Visit our website for a class schedule:
www.cdadance.com
Zumba® and Zumba Fitness® are registered trademarks of Zumba Fitness, LLC

only
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For Lent
ETOUFFÉE
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$

J.GUMBO’S

.98

Home of the “SUPER BOWL of GUMBO “

Our tender crawfish in our
hearty gold roux sauce with
onions and celery and a dash of
red, white and black pepper.
Available with shrimp or
chicken.

Big Bowl Entrees

Bourbon Street Chicken
Bumblebee Stew
Creole
Drunken Chicken Po’Boy
Voodoo Chicken Po’Boy
Jean Lafitte Po’Boy

Bayou Appetizers
Dine In

www.jgumbos.com

•

Carry Out

Drunken Chicken
White Chili
Jambalaya
Crawfish Cheese Dip
Black & Blue Dip
NOLA Nachos

Voodoo Chicken
Jean Lafitte
Red Beans & Rice
Gumbo
Voodoo Nachos
Homestyle Desserts

Po’ Boy Sandwiches
Catering

Daily Specials

Delivery

817 West Esplanade, Suite D

•

464-3774

Government

Emergency plan management
becomes more sophisticated
By Ed Muniz
Kenner Mayor

In
just
four years, Kenner moved from a
virtually non-existent emergency
plan to a document of more than 800
pages long which addresses events
like hurricanes, tornados, nuclear
accidents, plane crashes, medical
pandemics and winter weather like
snow and ice.
During the past two years, the
plan has grown in sophistication by
including new FEMA and Homeland
Security elements that make it
part of a national structure dealing
with
emergency
management.
The goal is to have the same set
of emergency/disaster standards
nationwide so that when local, state
and federal first responders have
similar command post, resource
stockpile and communications setups
regardless of where they are and so
emergency commanders all speak the
same language regarding a disaster
incident.
To that end, Kenner people
designated as essential personnel
during emergencies have become
FEMA certified in order to better
gather and direct information about
events and be better prepared to
receive assistance from regional, state
and federal agencies to more quickly
and efficiently put in place the help
coming from outside the community.
This should allow FEMA to more
directly respond to the community’s
request for help and track delivery of
the emergency help.
FEMA and Homeland Security are
working to tighten the handles on
emergency response through a formal,
but more user-friendly organization.
Documentation developed during
local response activities will be key
to the all-important reimbursement a
local municipality expects to receive
from FEMA once the emergency has
passed. Without such a format in
place, as was the case with Hurricane
Katrina, Kenner is still waiting for
$900,000 in reimbursements for
money already spent on Katrina
cleanup and other repairs. A new
fishing pier, Laketown harbor
dredging, repairs to the lake shoreline,
city sidewalks and streets will add up
to another $2.5 million to $3 million
in projects for which Kenner expects
reimbursements.
Since Katrina, FEMA requires all
local jurisdictions to have contracts
in place year-round to address
emergencies of all kinds so that

unit costs for cleanup and repairs
do not pop up as a surprise after
emergencies. Kenner’s contracts for
all that are in place and viewable on
the city’s website.
Is it important to talk about this
in April? Absolutely! It’s important
any time of the year because Kenner
is, perhaps, the most vulnerable
community per square mile in
Louisiana for a disaster to happen.
The 13 square miles that make
up Kenner form a virtual crimp in
the hourglass where things can and
actually have gone wrong in the past.
We have witnessed floods from 100year rain storms that seem to occur
every four or so years. We’ve seen
trains collide with gas trucks, tornados
drop into communities all around us,
recent Decembers with snow falls
and sloppy ice or sleet storms for
which local drivers are not prepared,
collisions of barges and ships on
the river that could have serious
hazardous materials involved, major
airplane crashes, train derailments
and fatalities and the threat of a
major flu pandemic. Also, let’s not
forget the potential for terrorist
events at the airport and along the
banks of the Mississippi, the largest
river in North America and Lake
Pontchartrain, the fifth largest within
the United States. Except for the cold
weather events and hurricanes, all the
other calamities can happen any time
during the year.
First responders are fond of saying
that it is not a matter of if these events
will occur in Kenner, but when they
will happen. It appears that history
may prove them right.
To
that
end,
administration
officials and the private and
business community who deal with
the city’s emergency plan engage
in a constant process of review
and updating so we stay current
with the latest developments in
regional, state and federal emergency
management policy. We are grateful
for their participation. At a National
League of Cities conference on
emergency management last year in
Washington, D.C., Kenner’s plan
was acknowledged as one of the
most complete municipal plans in the
nation.
And that’s when it was only 700
pages long. 
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.
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Kenner public officials negotiating with Target execs
to bring store to The Esplanade
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner officials are in intensive
negotiations with Target executives in
an effort to bring a more than 138,000
square foot anchor to The Esplanade
mall.
Among the negotiators for Kenner
are District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch and Councilwomen-atlarge Michele Branigan and Jeannie
Black. Also assisting the Kenner
officials is Ray Cornelius, an attorney
for JEDCO (Jefferson Economic
Development Corporation), a non-profit
that helps expand the Jefferson Parish
economy.
Cornelius is an authority on TIFs
(Tax Incentive Financing). Among the
issues on the table in the negotiations
with Target is a $3 million TIF that
would sweeten the deal for Target as it
considers building a store that would
expand The Esplanade mall’s footprint
and is expected to generate gross sales
of $35 to $45 million a year in Kenner.
Such a store would generate more than
$1 million a year in revenues for the
city.
Now that the city council is considering
tax incentives for new businesses more
companies are considering locating
in Kenner. “Since we have announced
this incentive for businesses to develop
in Kenner we have already received
interest from other property owners
wanting to explore this opportunity
for them as well. This is the type
of momentum we need to stimulate
vacant commercial property into being
developed, which will add sales tax
and property tax revenues to our city’s
coffers,” said Branigan.
“We are at a crucial stage in the effort
to expand The Esplanade mall, which
is absolutely critical to expanding the
Kenner economy,” said DeFrancesch.
“Other stores are watching our
negotiations with Target. If we can get
the Target store, then it is likely that we
will be able to bring other additional
stores to the mall.”
The Esplanade mall is owned by
the Simon Property Group, Inc. of
Indianapolis, Indiana, the largest public
real estate company in the United
States. Simon owns or has an interest in
382 properties comprising 245 million
square feet of gross leasable area in
North America, Europe and Asia.
Other marketing experts say that
Target is one of the best retail chains in
America that stresses value while being
more upscale than, for example, WalMart. The inventory at a Target store
usually includes clothing, furniture,
food and day-to-day essentials.

Marketing experts say that shoppers
often visit a Target not because they are
seeking some specific item but because
they want to see what Target is featuring
on that particular day.
Black said, “We have been trying for
five years to restore The Esplanade mall
to its former status as one of the premier
shopping locations in south Louisiana.
This is the closest we’ve come to
realizing the dream. It was a big step
to bring back Macy’s after Hurricane
Katrina but it is clear that Macy’s alone
is not enough to restore The Esplanade
to the elite level of shopping malls.
Adding a Target might not be enough
either, but it would open the door to
other stores coming in, expanding The
Esplanade mall footprint and attracting
shoppers from across the region to
Kenner.”
The Kenner Planning Commission
met on March 24 and recommended the
City Council approve new construction
of the Target store in The Esplanade
mall. The commission recommended
approval of the proposed Planned Unit
Development ordinance that includes
the conceptual layout of the Target site
along the east side of The Esplanade
mall that would allow Target to become
an anchor in the mall, replacing a longclosed Mervyn’s store. The next step
DeFrancesch, Branigan and Black said
they are hopeful for is that the Kenner
Council, at its April 22 meeting, will
unanimously approve the TIF status and
the PUD ordinance for Target. Once
approved, Target can move forward with
the Simon Property Group to finalize
their contract for which Target has set a
June 1 deadline.
Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz called
the commission’s recommendation
a significant step forward toward
restoring The Esplanade’s position as
a major retailing center in the region.
Muniz said Target’s decision to locate
in Kenner speaks strongly of Kenner’s
ability to grow its economy in the face
of a nationwide economic recession and
of the city’s capacity for conducting
intense negotiations with one of the
nation’s largest retailers.
“I am aware that other national
retailers want to locate in The Esplanade
once they know that Target has reached
an agreement,” Muniz said. “This is
good news for Kenner and its business
community. So, it’s important that we
finalize the agreement.”
Under the rules governing TIFs, only
a newly-opened retailer can get a TIF.
Stores that already exist are not eligible
for a TIF.

DeFrancesch said the tentative plan
for the Target store, if everything works
out, is that in June, 2010, demolition
of the old Mervyn’s two-story, 84,082
square foot store will begin, followed
by construction of the new 138,280
square foot, single story Target in the
old Mervyn’s space with the opening of
the new store projected in the summer
of 2011.
“This is a good deal for Kenner,” said
DeFrancesch. “We have a good plan for
the design of the store, a good traffic
plan and a good concept.”
“Let’s keep our fingers crossed,” said
Black. “For Kenner, this is a very big
deal.” 
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Mayor-elect
Mike Yenni

KENNER CITY COUNCIL July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2014
Councilwoman-at-Large “B” Jeannie Black, District 1 Councilman Greg Carroll and
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn were re-elected unopposed on February 5, 2010.
Incumbents Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan, District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch and
District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis were elected March 27, 2010.

Michele Branigan re-elected
to Councilwoman-at-Large
“A” position

Incumbent Michele Branigan beat challenger
Penny Frame in the election for a second term
as Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large “A” in the
March 27 citywide election.
After the election Branigan said, “I am
humbled that so many residents have trusted me
again to make Kenner a great place to live. In
these tough times, experience matters most and
the voters seem to recognize the value in that.
continued on page 30

District 2 Councilman Joe
Stagni brought back by
voters for a second term

Councilperson-at-Large
Michele Branigan

Joe Stagni was re-elected to his Kenner
District 2 council position in the March 27,
2010 election.
Stani won all of the district’s nine precincts
receiving 1,832 of the 2,140 votes cast or 86
percent of the vote. There was a 23.42 percent
turnout of the 9.137 eligible voters.
William “Bill” Schwertz, who ran against
Stagni obtained 308 votes or 14 percent.
continued on page 30

Councilperson-at-Large
Joe Stagni

PRECINCT RESULTS FOR ALL RACES- See www.jpclerkofcourt.us/elections/office.asp

Incumbent Maria DeFrancesch
defeats challenger for
District 4 seat

Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch won re-election to her council seat
on March 27, 2010.
In a 30.60 percent voter turnout, DeFrancesch,
received 1,668 votes or 55 percent of the
3,047 total vote. DeFrancesch led in six of the
eight precincts in her district which has 9,957
registered voters.
After her victory, DeFrancesch said, “This was
a hard fought election. I survived personal attacks

Councilman Kent Denapolis
elected by District 5 to sit
on council again

Councilperson-at-Large
Maria DeFrancesch

continued on page 30

On March 27, 2020, the voters of District 5 reelected Kent Denapolis to the Kenner Council.
Denapolis, received 1,810 votes for 59
percent of the total vote. There were 3,069
votes cast, a 34.03 percent turnout of 9,018
possible registered voters. He won five of the
six precincts in the district.
Denapolis said after the election, “District
5 has had a lot of challenges over the past six
years and the voters wanted to see the continued

Councilperson-at-Large
Kent Denopolis

continued on page 30
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Kenner voters elect Mike Yenni as Kenner Mayor for next four years
First-time candidate Mike Yenni upheld his family’s legacy said, “This will be a smooth transition as we work to impleand won the race for Kenner mayor on March 27, 2010. He ment a new vision for Kenner. I am eager to begin addresswill succeed Ed Muniz who declined to run for a second term. ing the challenges that we face. I have every confidence that
Yenni was chief administrative officer in the Muniz adminis- this administration, the council and the chief of police will
tration but resigned two months ago to run for mayor. Yenni, work in harmony for one common goal, a greater quality of
at 33 years old the second youngest mayor elected in Kenner, life for Kenner.” Yenni had campaigned to continue to supwill take office on July 1, 2010 for a four-year term.
port the over $50 million sewerage rehabilitation initiated by
Mike Yenni is the grandson of Joe Yenni, who was the may- the Muniz administration and an increase in sewer usage fees
or of Kenner from 1970 until 1980 and Jefferson Parish Presi- to fund it. He also vowed to work with the state’s Departdent until 1987, and a nephew of the late Mike Yenni, who ment of Environmental Quality to show that Kenner is serious
was the Jefferson Parish President
about showing progress in handling
from 1987 through 1995. Both died
the agency’s sewerage compliance
2010 Legislative orders against the city, to increase
in office. Mayor-elect Mike Yenni
said the being a public servant is in
Session Preview funding to the fire department and
his blood and has worked in governto stabilize the way the city’s police
Legislators Martiny,
ment since the age of 16 when in
department is funded so its budget
Ligi & Willmott Bills
high school.
will not be reliant on fluctuating
see page 12
After winning the election, Yenni
sales tax collections.

AM TO

2:30

$9.99

PM

Hours of Operation
Sun, Tues- Thurs
11am - 9:30pm

Friday & Saturday
11am - 10 pm

Closed Mondays

Dine-In • Take-Out • Catering for all Occasions

FREE
Samosa APPETIZER

with any entree purchase
expires 5/3/10
3507 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA (NEXT

TO THE

HARBOR SEAFOOD)

504-471-6141

Having a hemorrhoid can
feel a lot like this.
THIS IS NOT
THE TREATMENT

WHEN YOUR
HEMORRHOIDS
Living
with it when you
don’t FEEL
have to,
feelsTHIS
worse
LIKE

Dr. Wagih Mando, FACS
Certified by American Board of Surgery

Over 20 years in practice
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite 410, OMC-Kenner Office Building

Tel. 504-464-8619

www.DrMando.com • email: surgery@drmando.com

The disease no
one wants to
talk about
You don't have
to live with
hemorrhoids
anymore
Non-surgical
and painless
treatment of
hemorrhoids in
two minutes
• Gold Standard
• Office Procedure
• No Anesthesia
• Highly Effective
• Covered by most
health insurance
plans
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Government
Automotive

The Community
Development
Department expands
Check
your cool quotient
with
Happy new
aitscooling
system
quiz
year everyone!
task of
community
service
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
By ARLEETA TERRELL
A fairly common car disaster (A) is correct. As stated above, a faulty thermostat,
Kenner Community Development Director
causing an engine to run too hot or too cold, can dam-

BY DOUG TURNER

I thought you might enjoy this
occurs when a bulging radiator
chronological evolution of the
agecensus
the engine.
hose,
hot water
(coolant) their
automobile
as anbusiness.
census enumerator,
completing
questionnaires. English) in collaboration with Sulli in working
Thecarrying
Community
3.
A
radiator
cap
is
designed
to:
under
pressure,
ruptures.
Cooling
1782:
James Watt builds
the first
Requirements
D e v e l o p m e n t It’s quick, easy and confidential. The Educational Services on April 10. call 1-866-861-2010.
a.
keep
water
from
sloshing
out
of
the
radiator
system
neglect
is
cited
as
a
princiengine
crank.
Department is cheerful to report questionnaire is only 10 questions, The first time homebuyer training is for employment include being a U.
pal reason for mechanical failure b. keep the cooling system operating at a specified pressure
1792: The first U.S. toll roads
that its fourth annual Community takes 10 minutes and will have a 10- a two-day weekend course covering S. citizen over age 18 and passing the
of a vehicle. In addition to the danger and inconvenience c. last indefinitely.
opened in Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
Awareness and Health Fair recently year impact on our prescribed federal 12 hours of instruction. The cost is federal exam. Testing for census takers
of a breakdown, the damage to the engine and transmis- (B) is correct. And when replacing the cap, be sure to 1860: Jean Lenoir invents the spark plug.
Classes
arerecomfrom 10:00
a.m.
scheduled
26offered
thru April
30.
funding alevels
and
eligibility
held can
on March
at theofHispanic
install
the our
right one
for your $75.
vehicle.
Pressure
sion
add up20,
to 2010
thousands
dollars. Discovering
1887: The
Benzisbecame
the April
first car
for sale.
until
6:00
p.m.
on
Saturday
and
on
Through
the
Homeless
Persons
for
future
federal
and
state
funded
Resource
Center
was
a
huge
success.
leaking radiator, hose connection, a sticking thermostat mendations vary.
1896: The Duryea became the first production motor
Sunday from 1:00 p.m. until
5:00 p.m.
Representation
Project
funding
2010
Included
among
the component
fifteen service
A broken
driveresponses
belt can cause:
or
other cooling
system
that’s onprograms.
“borrowedThe4. Census
vehicle
in the U.S.
Participants
must
attend
both
classes
awarded
from
the
state
department
are
important
as
they
may
open
up
providers
were
the
Louisiana
Lions
a. overheating
time” can save the life of a vehicle’s engine.
1897: The first auto insurance policy is purchased in
A light
of community services, our city’s
opportunities
Kenner.
All to receive a training certificate.
Eye
Inc.to which
provided
b. loss offorpower
steering
It isFoundation,
very important
take proper
care ofnew
your car’s
Westfield,
Massachusetts.
Upon
Community
Development
Department
encouraged to lunch is provided on Saturday.
a mobilesystem.
eye screening unit and more citizens of Kenner
c. deadare
battery.
cooling
1900: The
first Michelin
Guide
published, mostly
concompletion,
participants
implement
the IFES Program
complete
censusall questionnaire
than
a dozen
volunteers.
Through
Because
three functions successful
are dependent
upon the taining
See how
much you
know about
this vital engine
sys- their
a list of will
gas stations
in France.
drive belt (or
all three answers
tem
by taking
this cooling
system
1901: The
first Grand
Prix raceand
was won
with Essential
an averreceive are
a correct.
certified certificate
from
– Individual
Family
thatbelts)
we update
efforts
like these,
the Lions
Clubquiz.
has today. It is important
5. Cooling
systems
on many cars
today:
1.
For maximum
freezerecognition
protection antifreeze
age speed of 46Services
miles per Program
hour.
the Louisiana
Housing Collaborative
this month. This
gained
worldwide
for andmixture
accurately
report the
population
a. have the
no water
should
be: to improve sight. “We were of Kenner to receive
The firstprogram
Americaniscardesigned
manufactured
in any
completion
to prevent
properpump
federal as well as a certificate of 1901:
their work
b.
never
need
to
be
flushed
a.
half
anti-freeze
and
half
water
quantity,
the
“Curved
Dash”
Olds
is
offered
for
$650.
for homebuyer training and financial homelessness and aid housing stability
proud to be participating at this event funding for our city.
c.
are
equipped
with
an
electric
fan
on
the
radiator.
b.
pure
antifreeze
1913:
More
than
one
million
cars
registered
in the
The Total Community Action fitness. Learn the facts about buying a and suitability for low to moderate
serving the residents of Kenner,” said

(C)
is
correct.
c.
70
percent
anti-freeze,
30
percent
water.
U.S.
Chris Carlone, development director of Agency will provide free income tax home and available programs for first- income seniors and households with
(C)
correct. Although
50/50Foundation.
solution is adequate
for most at the
Chevrolet
bow-tie
emblem
first appears.
Scott
Zimmerman
the owner
Scotty’s Tire
andthis1914:
time of
homebuyer
from
class.The
For
children.
The
program
provides
preparation
Martin
Luther is
King
the isLouisiana
Lionsa Eye
climates, protecting to -34˚F. Never use pure antifreeze.
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full- 1914: The first electric traffic light was installed in
The city of Kenner wishes to thank Resource Center on Saturday April more information and or to register for counseling, financial fitness classes,
2. In the cooling system the thermostat:
service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Wil- Cleveland.
all public and private organizations 10, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. the class please call Sulli at 464.6224. supportive services through an intera. controls engine temperature
liams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.- 1923: Powered windshield wipers became standard
The Hispanic
Resource
Centeron many
agency
For
more
information
or Monday
to makethrough
an
and
the
many
volunteers
who
were
b. works the air conditioner
equipment
cars.collaborative, and financial
5:00 p.m. on
Friday.
Scotty’s website
rentalondeposits
Charlyn Soniat at (HRC) has been an integral partner assistance toward rent,
continued
page 22
cparticipants,
modulates theproviding
diodes. services and appointment, iscall
www.scottystireauto.com.
of the 2010 Census. The site serves and other essential needs. Applications
466-0697. Walk-ins are welcome.
helpful information to our community.
April will be another busy month at as an outreach, testing and training are available online at either the MLK
As a primarily federal and state
funded department, I cannot emphasize the Hispanic Resource Center. We will location for the U.S. Census program. or Hispanic Resource Centers. Or you
enough to citizens the importance of offer first time homebuyer training (in Additionally, Rebecca Hasbun, center can visit www.kenner.la.us and click on
supervisor, has incorporated into the 2010 housing and utility assistance
BY LINDA R. MARTIN
their ESL classes census materials to link. 
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Before you buy, check for restrictive covenants
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DRESS UP YOUR GARDEN
FOR THE NEW YEAR

Benefit of fitness

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Health
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Katz

(continued from page 5)

Crouere

colleagues need to focus on how to create
more private sector jobs and make Louisiana
a more competitive state. In the last economic
report, the fastest growth sector of our
economy was government jobs. This trend
must be stopped, but, instead, legislators are
wasting time on fashion, energy drinks and
other trivia.
Over the years, the Louisiana legislators
have enacted too many laws. They are
on path to pass more counter-productive
measures in this session. A better use of time
would be to remove laws from the books
and make life easier and less regulated in
Louisiana. The people of our state do not

(continued from page 5)

against Capitano.
“I know that police protection is a key energy drinks were harmful to youngsters
element in Kenner’s quality of life,” said certainly the federal government would have
Yenni. “I think we have an exceptional already issued health warnings. It should not
chief in Steve Caraway and I intend to lean be the business of the Louisiana Legislature
to regulate energy drink sales.
on him for his advice and observations.”
There are much more important issues to
The quandary that faces Yenni and
address
than energy drink usage, but Senator
Kenner’s government and civic leadership
Adley
will
call witnesses and waste precious
is how the sharp budget cuts will affect the
city and its citizens. He said the city, the legislative time on an issue that should not be
Council, and residents have no choice but a priority for this session.
Louisiana is in desperate need of massive
to tighten the belt and forge ahead. “We
fiscal
reform. Senator Adley and his
want to strive to maintain the quality of
life in Kenner that everyone enjoys but
cuts will have to be made,” said Yenni.
“I think that working with the Council
and the city’s civic leadership that we
can manage this crisis until the economy
begins to hum again and sales tax
revenues
Use
Simplified Logo for
SIMPLIFIED LOGO
increase,” said Yenni. “But I’ve never said
1" across or smaller. Do not
•Special Match CC Red
that it was going to be easy. These are hard
use Simplified Logo for wider
•PANTONE ® Black
times for our city and its residents and we
than 1".
all need to stay together, work together
• ®: 1/32"
and trust one another. The times that we
• No inline, no thin inner border
face will require the best efforts that we’re
and no "Family owned…" copy
• Thicker dropshadows
capable of giving.” 

want more government, they want less.
Maybe one day, our politicians will get the
message. 
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore.
Crouere is a political analyst for WGNOTV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

have a cup
on the house

Goodwin

(continued from the previous page)

more flexible, you will find it easier to
perform normal activities and perform
at higher levels in sport activities, too.
Benefits of flexibility include increased
range of motion as well as balance and
stability, increased blood circulation
and relaxation. Doing stretching for
10 to 12 minutes per day is generally
recommended. Participating is activities
such as dance, martial arts, tai chi or yoga
can allow you a way to be consistent in
your flexibility fitness program.
Different activities provide different
levels of aerobic fitness, strength and
flexibility. Activities such as bicycling,
whether outdoor or indoor stationary,
running, jump roping, walking and
swimming will give you excellent
aerobic fitness with a good strength
component. Activities that provide
a good flexibility component to
exercise include martial arts, yoga and
gymnastics. The most important part of
fitness is choosing the right activity for
you, one that you will enjoy and get the
most benefit. Mark your calendar today
and start benefiting from your fitness
program tomorrow. 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist,
is president of Kenner Orthopedic
and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard and two other
locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from
LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health, Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Every day we’re serving up all of our hearty, homestyle meals to-go. It’s real food,
from a drive-thru – hot breakfast with eggs, bacon and the works, or classic dishes
like Southern Fried Catfish and Crawfish Étouffée. Top it all off with a cup of freshly
brewed Community® coffee and you’ve got a meal to make anyone happy.
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1-SPOT COLOR-VECTOR
on CC red background)

Chicken tender meal special
3 Chicken Tenders
• Your favorite side
• Fresh baked bread
•

!
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Only for a limited time.

3

$ 99

buy one coffee

get one free
Get a second coffee of equal or lesser value free.

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or gift cards. No photocopies or facsimiles accepted.
One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 5/31/10.

Free

medium
iced coffee

With meal purchase of $4.99
or more. (lunch or dinner only)
Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or gift cards.
No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 5/31/10.

9

Free

medium
brewed coffee

With the purchase of a
Breakfast Sandwich or Muffin.
(breakfast only)

Must present coupon to receive offer. Valid only at Loyola location. Not redeemable for cash or gift cards.
No photocopies or facsimiles accepted. One coupon per guest, per check. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Good for one-time use only. Offer expires 5/31/10.

3117 Loyola Drive • Kenner, LA 70065 • (504) 210-2632 • 6:30 am - 10:00 pm
Dine-in or drive-thru available • piccadilly.com
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PRACTICE RELOCATED TO METAIRIE.

Business

J. Gumbo’s offers good-tasting
Louisiana dishes for only $5.98
BY ALLAN KATZ

Family Dentistry

Most Insurance Plans Accepted.

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

Kenner

Professional Business
Association
Founded in 1985

A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

www.kpba.biz

Info: 962-3930

The Kenner Pofessional Business
Association’s (KPBA)
meeting will be held
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2009
Speaker: Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz
Topic: State of the City

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking
11:30a.m.
a.m.••Meeting
Lunch atat 11:45.
Networking begins at 11:30
12:00

Crowne Plaza Hotel
2829 Williams Blvd. • Kenner

The latest entry in the
that you couldn’t finish.”
hard-fought competition
J. Gumbo’s offers take
for inexpensive dining out
out and catering, along
dollars in Kenner is the J.
with free delivery.
Gumbo’s franchise that
The driving force
has opened in the Chateau
behind J. Gumbo’s is a
Commons
Shopping
former New Orleanian
Center at the southwest
named Billy Fox who
corner of Chateau and West
now resides in Louisville,
Esplanade Boulevards.
Kentucky. His chain has
J. Gumbo’s offers “big
been a great success in the
bowl entrees” for $5.98,
Midwest where they don’t
including
good-sized Photo by Eric Miller
ordinarily get an etouffee
dishes of gumbo, jambalaya, etouffee, with Louisiana crawfish that tastes like
bumblebee stew, white chili, drunken an etouffee ought to taste. Charmaigne
chicken and voodoo chicken.
Benson, who grew up knowing Fox,
“It’s not Louisiana fast food,” says thinks the Cajun fare she offers will go
owner and investor Charmaigne Benson, equally well here because it’s tasty, filling,
a niece of the Saints owner. “It’s Louisiana inexpensive and will be recognized by
food fast.”
Louisiana consumers as the real thing.
And, fast it is. Within five minutes
“I deliberately chose Kenner because I
of placing your order, you’ll have hot think this is a family market where people
steaming plates on your table. Appetizers eat out frequently and, in these hard times,
include crawfish cheese dip, black and are looking for bargains,” says Benson.
bleu dip (bumblebee stew sprinkled with She has lots of ideas for specials – if you
bleu cheese and tortilla chips), NOLA want a helping of the excellent white chili
nachos (smothered in drunken chicken to go with your $5.98 big bowl spicy
and white chili with spices or voodoo voodoo chicken, it’s only an extra $1 for
nachos.) Appetizers are also big enough the helping of white chili.
to make a meal and sell for $5.98.
“We’re going to offer lots of specials to
Charmaigne Benson and her sister own keep the costs down,” she says. “We’re
two J. Gumbo’s stores, one in Kenner and already doing an enormous amount of
the other in Slidell. “We offer Louisiana take-out and catering business.”
dishes that have an authentic Louisiana
The homemade desserts include peach
taste and Louisiana ingredients, just the cobbler and a very good bread pudding
way that grandma made them,” says that would make your grandma proud.
Benson. “But this way, you don’t have Desserts are $2.50.
to cook. We’ll do it for you. A family of
J. Gumbo’s is located at 817 West
four can eat a hot, delicious meal for less Esplanade, Suite D. The phone number
than $30 and the portions are so large that is 464-3774 and the website is www.
you’ll need a puppy bag to carry home all jgumbos.com. 

Community

Kenner awarded 245 trees
Regular retirement
income – guaranteed
Variable annuities feature guaranteed minimum income payments
and are great for padding your retirement portfolio with a reliable
income stream without missing out on potential investment returns.
Call today to find out more about variable annuities or to discuss any
aspect of your retirement and investment strategies.
Variable annuities are long-term investments suitable for retirement funding and are subject to market
fluctuations and investment risk.
Guarantees are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Guarantees apply
to minimum income from an annuity; they do not guarantee an investment return or the safety of the
underlying funds.

John Prevost • First Vice President – Investments
111 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 1800 • Metairie, LA 70005
504-834-2663 • john.prevost@wfadvisors.com
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Members SIPC. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.
0909-1925 [80873-v1] 9/09

The city of Kenner has been awarded
245 trees in a nationwide competition, part
of an ongoing strategic effort to establish
an urban forest canopy large enough to
reap environmental, aesthetic and quality
of life benefits throughout the city’s parks
and neutral grounds.
Kenner joined only three other groups
from throughout the New Orleans metro
area, including Friends of City Park, Hike
for Katrina and St. Bernard Parish, who
received the grant valued at $2,450 from
the Apache Foundation, the philanthropic
arm of Apache Corporation, an oil and gas
exploration company based in Houston.
Apache spokesman Bill Mintz said
Kenner had a well-defined program and
demonstrated the ability and commitment
to care for the trees once planted. The tree
grant program was awarded in February.

“Apache has a long history of operations
in Louisiana and the tree program is one way
we support its communities,” Mintz said.
The trees will go far in replacing
many hurricane-damaged street trees
and establish wind resistant landscapes
in various Kenner parks, said Scott
Broussard, the city’s landscape architect,
who will oversee the plantings.
“The city’s current urban forest has
been dissolved in large part due to damage
incurred during Hurricanes Katrina and
Gustav,” Broussard said.
Just three years after its launch, the
foundation reached its goal of planting one
million trees to improve wildlife habitats,
restore storm damage and enhance cities
and neighborhoods in 14 states. The
foundation intends to donate an additional
two million trees by 2014. 
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Ochsner Kenner Women’s Services

Open House

“Nurturing Your Health From Seedlings to Full Bloom”
A fun, free event for girls and women of all ages.
Learn about healthy living, ﬁtness and more!
Events will include health screenings, facility tours, “ask a doctor” and door prizes.
Wednesday, April 14th
5:00 – 7:00 PM
Space is limited.
Call 1-866-OCHSNER
to reserve your spot
today!

200 West Esplanade Avenue
Medical Ofﬁce Building
Suite 501

ochsner.org/kenner
© 2010 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.

OHS_1682_OMCK OB Open House Ad Kenner Star.indd 1

3/25/10 5:32 PM
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Louisiana Legislature opened session on March 29

he Louisiana State Legislature’s
2010 regular legislative session
convened in Baton Rouge on
March 29, 2010 and will have final
adjournment no later than 6:00 p.m. on
June 21, 2010. Kenner’s state legislators
are District 10 state Senator Daniel
“Danny” Martiny, District 79 state
Representative Anthony “Tony” V. Ligi,
Jr. and District 92 state Representative
Thomas “Tom” P. Willmott. To find
geographical districts go to www.legis.
state.la.us.
Regular sessions in even-numbered
years, such as 2010, convene at noon on
the last Monday in March. The legislature
may meet for not more than 60 legislative
days (a calendar day on which either
house is in session) during a period of
85 calendar days. These sessions are
general in nature, but no measure levying
or authorizing a new tax or increasing an
existing tax by the state or a statewide
political subdivision, or dealing with tax
exemptions, exclusions, deductions or
credits, may be introduced or enacted.

Regular sessions in odd-numbered
years convene at noon on the last
Monday in April. During regular
sessions the legislature may meet
for not more than 30 legislative
days during a period of 45
calendar days. These sessions
are restricted to consideration
of the general appropriation
bill and other appropriations,
implementation of a capital
budget, and bills levying
or authorizing a new tax,
increasing an existing
tax, and dealing with tax
exemptions,
exclusions,
deductions,
reductions,
repeal, or credits, or issuing
bonds.
Extraordinary sessions
may be convened by the
governor at other times and
must be convened by the
presiding officers of both
houses upon petition of a
majority of the members of

“Without a
doubt this session
will be dominated
by money issues as
we continue to deal
with the economic
downturn and what
I believe will be the
disastrous impact on our healthcare system
caused by the Obama so-called ‘healthcare
reform.’”
Senator Daniel “Danny” Martiny
District 10 – Republican
DISTRICT OFFICE
131 Airline Highway
Suite 201
Metairie, LA 70001
Email: martinyd@legis.state.la.us
834-7676
The following bills were pre-filed by Senator
Martiny.
Senate Bill 38 – This bill closes the loophole in
Louisiana law in regards to cockfighting. This bill
will make it clear that cockfighting in Louisiana is
illegal and anyone who participates (organizers,
sponsors, anyone who bets or spectators) can be
arrested.

each house. An extraordinary session
may not exceed 30 calendar days, and
the power to legislate is limited to the
objects specified in the proclamation
or call for the session issued by the
governor or the presiding officers,
as the case may be.
The Louisiana State Senate
consists of 59 percent Democrats
and 41 percent Republican
members. Eight of the 39
senators are women and eight
are minority members.
Fifty percent of the
Louisiana
House
of
Representatives members
are Democrats and 48
percent are Republicans,
while two members are
independent and one is
listed as no party. Fifteen
of the 105 representatives
are women and 21 represent
minorities.
What is the legislative
process? As explained

“This legislative
session will
be dominated
by discussion
concerning
how we can
effectively provide
and improve on
essential services such as education and health
care in a cost efficient manner. We need to
reform and recreate many of our state agencies
in the face of declining revenue that we will be
faced with over the next several years.”
Representative Anthony “Tony” V. Ligi, Jr.
District 79 – Republican
DISTRICT OFFICE
4425 Clearview Parkway
Suite B
Metairie, LA 70006
Email: ligit@legis.state.la.us
456-3173
The following bills
Representative Ligi.

were

pre-filed

by

House Bill 15 – This is a cost saving proposal that
changes the requirement that agencies snail mail a
list of reports and publications to each legislator to
a requirement that agencies send such list by email.

Senate Bill 56 – Allows for the seizure by law
enforcement of any personal property used by
persons engaged in sexual solicitation of minors
and forfeiture of that property. Thus, computers,
automobiles, phones, etc., used in the commission
of those crimes are considered contraband.

House Bill 17 – Provides procedures for a Civil
Code Article 102 divorce.

continued on page 31

continued on page 28

House Bill 69 – (Constitutional amendment)
Provides for forfeiture of retirement benefits by
public officials and employees who are convicted
of felony acts associated with their positions.

on the Louisiana legislative website,
in Louisiana, as in the United States
Congress and most other states, the
lawmaking process involves four
major stages: introduction, committee
action, floor action, and enrollment. In
a bicameral legislature like Louisiana’s,
with both a house and a senate, the first
three stages must occur in each of the
houses consecutively. After the House
in which the bill is introduced completes
action on the measure, the bill is sent to
the second House, where the process is
repeated through the three stages. The
fourth stage, enrollment, occurs in the
originating house after both Houses
have agreed on the final form of the
proposal.
Bills, and their progress, that have
been filed by all legislators can be
reviewed in their entirety at www.legis.
state.la.us. 
See the boxes for each legislator on
this page for a synopsis of the major
bills filed by Senator Martiny and
Representatives Ligi and Willmott.

“On March
29, 2010, 39
state Senators
and 103 state
Representatives
merged on the
state Capitol to
take on floor duties
on the first day of the 2010 regular legislative
session. The workload promised to be a healthy
one, considering that the total bill count, as
of March 25, 2010, was 1,907. The count was
expected to grow considering each legislator
could file up to five more bills before the April
deadline. We are on a parallel course with our
last non-fiscal, three month regular session of
2008 which ended with 2,202 bills being filed.
The difference between that session and this
one is we don’t have 60 plus new legislators.”
Representative Thomas “Tom” P. Willmott
District 92 – Republican
DISTRICT OFFICE
2002 20th Street
Suite 204-A
Kenner, LA 70062
Email: willmott@legis.state.la.us
465-3479
The following bills were
Representative Willmott.

pre-filed

by

House Bill 213 – Creates the crime of simple
burglary of a law enforcement or emergency
vehicle. It is designed to protect emergency
vehicles and equipment, which includes public
property.
continued on page 31
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Jim Letten to
speak at April
KPBA meeting

The Kenner Professional Business
Association will hold its monthly
luncheon meeting on Tuesday, April 20,
2010 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel located
at 2829 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and
lunch starts at noon. Reservations are
required to attend.
Jim Letten, who
has served as the
United
States
attorney since April
1, 2001, will be
this month’s guest
speaker.
Letten,
a native of New
Orleans, graduated U.S. Attorney
from Tulane Law Jim Letten
School in 1979 and spent four years
working in the Orleans Parish District
Attorney’s Office under Harry Connick.
Letten has spent over 25 years as a
federal prosecutor beginning with the
U.S. Department of Justice Organized
Crime and Strike Force, becoming chief
of the strike force in March 1988 and
remaining chief until that unit’s merger
with the United States Attorney’s Office
in 1990. He was named first assistant in
August 2004 and while first assistant,
Letten served as a lead prosecutor in the
investigation, prosecution and successful
conviction of former Louisiana Governor
Edwin Edwards following a four-month
jury trial in early 2000.
Letten was initially appointed by
the U.S. Attorney General as the U.
S. Attorney in April of 2001 until his
Presidential appointment and subsequent
Senate confirmation in July 2005. As the
United States Attorney Letten has served
on the attorney general’s advisory
subcommittees on national security/
counter terrorism, environmental and
violent crimes, and presently serves on
working groups on organized crime and
sentencing issues. A retired naval reserve
intelligence officer, he achieved the rank
of commander and served as squadron
intelligence officer, NCIS Special Agent
and foreign counter-intelligence officer.
Over his career as a prosecutor, Letten
has received numerous awards from
federal, state and local enforcement
agencies and civic institutions including
recently being named the University of
New Orleans Distinguished Alumnus of
the Year in 2008. 
The KPBA is a community-based
networking organization for men
and women. For more information
about the club call 962-3930 or visit
www.kpba.biz.
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With medical services in short supply, OMC-Kenner
has capacity to accommodate new patients
By ALLAN KATZ

At a time in metro New Orleans
when many medical experts say that
the number of doctors and hospital beds
hasn’t caught up with the demand, the
Ochsner-Kenner Medical Center is able
to accommodate new patients in many
specialties.
A good example of this can be found

at the seven-member Ochsner-Kenner
obstetrical-gynecological
doctor’s
group. “We can get a new patient an
appointment within 24 hours, which is
really exceptional in this market,” says
Dr. Michael Cohen, a member of the OBGYN group.
Services for OB-GYN patients at

Ochsner-Kenner include a full range, from
pregnancy management to gynecological
surgery and mammograms. Also
included are the latest neo-natal services
and facilities.
“This is a wonderful facility here
in Kenner,” says Dr. Cohen. “We can
continued on page 24

Thank
You.

Thank you, Kenner, for your trust and strong vote
of confidence. I am eager to bring to life a new
vision for our great city. I pledge to you to
bring energy, enthusiasm and efficiency in
government everyday. This will be an open
door government with town hall meetings, and
regular communications to keep you updated on
Kenner’s progress. Thank you, once again, for
your support. Wishing you all the best, I remain,
Mike and Michelle appreciate
your overwhelming support.
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Saints look to stay on top with solid draft

Sports

By KEN TRAHAN

The euphoria
of winning the
Super Bowl is
still
prevalent
v i r t u a l l y
anywhere you travel around the New
Orleans area. Whether it is in the city,
Kenner, Metairie, the north shore, the
river parishes, St. Bernard Parish or on
the entire West Bank, Saints fever is still
contagious.
With the banquet circuit, parades and
endless interviews finally subsiding
for players, coaches, ownership and
front office personnel, the business of
improving the roster for 2010 is well
underway.
Gone are Scott Fujita, Charles Grant
and Mike Bell. Each case was different.
Fujita received a lucrative offer he could
not refuse from Cleveland.
While he was not a star, Fujita was a
solid player and had a huge presence in
the community. The rangy linebacker
saw his numbers decrease annually in
New Orleans. In 2006, he had 96 tackles,
3.5 sacks and two interceptions. In 2007,
he had 94 tackles and three sacks with
no picks. In 2008, he had 80 tackles, no
sacks and two interceptions. In 2009, he

Rates As
Low As

2.99%

missed five regular season games with
injuries, recording 60 tackles with one
sack. He will be missed but he can be
replaced.
Grant was simply too expensive for
an average, descending player. He is
entering his ninth season. Injuries have
caused him to miss several games over
the past three seasons. His last good
season was in 2006, when he recorded 65
tackles and six sacks while recovering
a pair of fumbles. His best season was
in 2004, when he had 10.5 sacks, an
interception, a fumble recovery and a
forced fumble while recording a careerhigh 80 tackles.
Unlike Fujita and Grant, Bell was
not a starter. In fact, by season’s end,
he was the team’s fourth running back,
behind Pierre Thomas, Reggie Bush
and Lynell Hamilton. Bell started the
2009 season quickly, rambling for
143 yards on 28 carries in the season
opener against Detroit. He rushed for
86 yards and a score in a week two win
at Philadelphia. In week 11, he scored a
pair of touchdowns at Tampa Bay, but
after that he was not as productive and
eventually disappeared from the rotation
with Lynell Hamilton filling the void. It

Deal Autoplex
N Doug’s
6900 Veterans Blvd., • Metairie

“Se Habla Espanol”

“I’m Dealin”

$9,990

2002 TOYOTA SEQUOIA LIMITED
DOUBLE SHARP!!
V1706

$19,990

2007 NISSAN ARMADA
LOW MILES, SHOWROOM
SHARP!!
V1701

887-3131
huge selection of cars, trucks, suVs.
Rates a LOW as 2.99%.
FREE 12 month/12,000 warranty.
12 Year member of the BBB.

FREE

1 Year
Warranty

“Shop us or you’ll pay too much for your next vehicle!!”
k us
chec line
n
out o

www.dealndougs.com

12 Year
Member

was a no-brainer for the Saints not to
match the offer for Bell by Philadelphia.
Also released were reserve guard
Jamar Nesbit and veteran linebacker
Mark Simoneau, who was injured in
2009.
While Darren Sharper has complained
about not feeling the love from the
Saints after a brilliant 2009 season, New
Orleans has approached his situation
correctly. Sharper will turn 35 years
old during the 2010 season. That is up
in age for an NFL defensive back. He is
entering his fourteenth season. Sharper
was tremendous in the first half of the
2009 season before injuries slowed him
in the second half of the season. He
had seven of his nine interceptions and
all three touchdowns in the first seven
games of the season.
Still, his nine interceptions, including
three returned for touchdowns, along
with his big hits and leadership are still
valuable commodities for the Saints.
Based on a lack of attention from
potential suitors, look for Sharper to
swallow his pride and don the black
and gold again in 2010. There are worse
things than playing for a defending
Super Bowl champion.
The NFL draft is approaching, set
for three days from April 22 to 24. The
Saints have clear needs at defensive
end, defensive tackle and at outside
linebacker. Should Sharper depart,
safety would be another possible area
to explore. New Orleans has nearly a
full complement of picks, one in each of
the seven rounds with the exception of
the fifth round. The Saints surrendered
that pick in the deal to get punter/kicker
Thomas Morstead a year ago which
proved to be an outstanding investment.
Other areas to watch include guard,
where Jamar Nesbit is gone. New
Orleans would like to add depth behind
Jahri Evans and Carl Nicks. Keep an eye
on running back as well. While Thomas
and Bush were good in 2009, this is still
a position where the Saints would take a
flyer on a prospect in the middle rounds
if the right player was available.
As for what the Saints will do with
their first-round choice, the “best player
possible” approach has proven to be a
sound one. Obviously, you hope that the
pick fills a need as well.
I have scoured the web and
publications to see what folks are
projecting the Saints to do with their
first round selection, the 32nd overall.
Names that pop up frequently with the
Saints at number 32 include defensive
lineman Jared Odrick of Penn State,
defensive end Everson Griffen of
USC, defensive end/outside linebacker
Brandon Graham of Michigan, defensive

end Jerry Hughes of TCU, defensive
end Derrick Morgan of Georgia Tech,
defensive tackle Brian Price of UCLA,
outside linebacker Sean Weatherspoon
of Missouri, safety Taylor Mays of
USC and tight end Aaron Hernandez of
Florida.
Odrick is 6’5”, 304 pounds.
NewOrleans.com/Sports draft analyst
Al Dupuy of “Draft Day Report” has the
Saints taking Odrick in his latest mock
draft. Some have Odrick going earlier.
If he is there at 32, he would be a nice
fit. Despite his size, he moves pretty
well, clocked at under 5.0 in the 40. He
was the Big Ten Defensive Player of the
Year this past season. He has big hands
and can bull rush.
Griffen is 6’3”, 278 pounds. He has
good speed and pass rushing ability. He
runs in the 4.65 range, very good speed
for a defensive end. He is an excellent
athlete who had eight sacks for the
Trojans in 2009 and 18 in his career.
He is forgoing his senior season at USC
and would be a nice player to develop.
He started at USC since his freshman
season.
Graham is 6’2”, 268 pounds, very
big for an outside backer. He is more
of a striker than a runner. Graham is a
disruptive force. He had 29.5 sacks and
56 tackles for losses at Michigan.
Hughes had 26.5 sacks at TCU in
his final two years with the Horned
Frogs and was a mainstay on one of the
nation’s best defenses.
Morgan is 6’4”, 275 pounds. He had
12.5 sacks and 18 tackles for losses for
the Yellow Jackets in 2009. He is an
intelligent player who plays hard and
never missed a game at Georgia Tech.
Price is 6’2”, 300 pounds though he
can easily play at 315-320 pounds. He
has strong hands and is quick for his
size. He is described as tough and plays
very hard. He could be a bookend for
Sedrick Ellis for years to come.
Weatherspoon is 6’1, 239 pounds and
runs well. He has been clocked under
4.5 in the 40 on several occasions. His
stock has been rising for the last few
months. He is described as a natural
leader with a strong personality.
Mays is a splendid athlete. He is huge
at 6’3”, 230 pounds and looks great,
in or out of uniform. Despite his size,
Mays runs extremely well. He covers
lots of ground and is a big hitter. He is
not a ball hawk, having recorded just
one interception in his last two seasons
at USC but get this – he has been timed
consistently in the 4.43-4.45 range. For
his size, that’s tremendous.
Hernandez is your prototype NFL
receiving tight end. Forget about
continued on page 28
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Hints for your April lawn
and gardening
BY LYNNE DIMM
By April we
should be able to
tell the damage the past harsh winter has
inflicted on most of our gardens. Some
plants that liked the cold weather will
look healthy now, such as loropetulum,
which should be all fiery, hot pink, full
and bushy. Tropicals, on the other hand,
are probably very iffy-looking. Hibiscus
leaves, in particular, will look burned. If
you are undecided if a plant is still living
you should scrape the branch to see if
green is underneath the bark. If so, the
plant is alive and new leaves and branches
will eventually appear. Tropicals that
survived and can be cut back now are
ixora, philodendron, palms, plumbago,
ferns and winter annuals.
Tomatoes, peppers and other veggies
should be well underway but beware of a
late freeze. If cold weather is predicted,
water plants well and cover with a tent of
plastic. As a rule of thumb, if pecan trees
have begun to sprout the hard freezes are
over.
There may be so much plant damage
from the past winter that it is best to
rework your gardens. First, remove dead

and damaged plants. Draw a sketch of
what is left and then assess your garden.
Decide if it is better to keep what has
survived and replace plants in the empty
spaces or start anew. This may be the
time to change the shape of your garden
or add new soil. Maybe you want to pick
new plants for a totally different look.
This could be an opportunity to make
major changes in the visual appearance
and curb appeal of your garden.
Petunias, dianthus, marigolds, salvia
and vinca are summer annuals you can
plant now that will bloom until fall.
They are available in an array of colors.
Our gardens need color. Add some to
your garden to enhance not only your
home but your neighborhood as well. 
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of
bedding plants and has over 30 years
experience in the industry. Lynne
Dimm can be reached via email at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling
468-5467.

$5 OFF bill of $25 or more
$10 OFF bill of $50 or more
$20 OFF bill of $100 or more
or a FREE bottle of house WINE
Expires 4/30/10

3525 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA 70065
464-8989
Lunch

Mon.-Sat.: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm
Sun.: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Open 7 Days

Dinner

Mon.-Thurs.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Sun.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
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Protect yourself when
buying or selling a business
By JAMES L. MELCHERS
invites you to a Summer Series

Wine Me, Dine Me Cooking Classes
featuring Chef Mike Couste, Executive Chef
Hands-on cooking classes in the kitchen with Chef Mike.
Enjoy a 3-course meal with great wines presented by Glazer Distributors.
Learn how to prepare easy, but elegant, meals for your family and friends.
Thursday Class Schedule
April 15 - Pontchartrain Pork • May 20 - Chicken Couste
June 24 - Farmer’s Market Seafood • July 22 - Grass-Fed Summer Grilling
All classes 6:30 - 9:00 pm • $40 per class/$150 for 4 day series • Call 468-6693 to register.
Private cooking classes are available for company Team Building Events and other Special Events.

We Color Your World
AvedA’s expertly-trAined colorists give you customized,vibrAnt,
long-lAsting hAir color thAt’s 99% nAturAlly derived,* so hAir is
essentiAlly dAmAge-free And feels silky to the touch.

live a Colorful life
Call to book Your
appointment todaY.

* from plAnts And non-petroleum bAsed mAteriAls.

Since 1985
©Aveda Corp.

701 W. Esplanade Avenue
465-9590
Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

WE COLOR YOUR WORLD

Aveda’s expertly-trained colorists give you customized,
vibrant, long-lasting hair color that’s 99% naturally derived,*
so hair is essentially damage-free and feels silky to the touch.
Live a colorful life — call to book your appointment today.
*From plants and non-petroleum based materials.

a

Find other Aveda locations
at 800.328.0849
or aveda.com.

June
June

In
today’s
e c o n o m y ,
conditions may be necessary or
favorable to buy or sell a business. It’s
important to know there are certain
legal processes that are designed to
protect both the buyer and seller. While
this article is not all inclusive, below
are some things to consider.
The seller and buyer should enter into
an asset purchase agreement, which
is the master document that lays out
how the sale or purchase will proceed.
You can think of it as the umbrella
document that outlines the other
documents that deal with the specifics
of buying and selling a business. Once
the asset purchase agreement is signed
outlining the terms and conditions
of the sale, multiple documents are
prepared and executed to consummate
the transaction. These documents are
discussed individually below.
The assignment and bill of sale
provide for the transfer of the assets of
the business.
The biggest asset of any business is
its clients or customers (membership
lists and the like).
Therefore, the assignment and bill of
sale should include all “customers” or
“memberships” lists as well as the other
assets being purchased by the buyer. It
should also provide for an assignment
of the seller’s trade name, logo, if any,
and its goodwill. Additionally, these
documents stipulate the purchase price
and the method of payment, which can
be all cash. If it’s not an all cash sale,
a promissory note should be executed
stipulating the monthly payments, the
term and the interest rate on the note.
Most agreements provide for a portion
of the purchase price to be paid in
cash with the balance being payable in
monthly installments over a period of
years.
Both the asset purchase agreement
and the assignment and bill of sale
should stipulate that the seller agrees
to hold the buyer harmless and
indemnifies the buyer from any and all
debts, obligations and liabilities of the
seller incurred prior to the closing date
of the transaction, including all sales
taxes, income taxes or other items that
may become due and payable after the
closing, but are attributable to activities
prior to closing. The seller should
certify that all taxes, assessments,
liabilities and accounts payable are
current to date.
If the business being purchased is
under a long-term lease and the buyer

desires to remain at the same location,
an assignment of lease should be
prepared and executed. This means that
as a condition of the sale transaction,
the lease holder must approve and
allow the buyer to take over the lease.
It is advisable that the purchaser
provide liability and hazard insurance
and this may be a condition that the
lease holder requires to approve the
assignment of the lease.
Often the seller will agree to remain
in the business for a certain time to
help in the transition with the clients/
customers. This agreement should be
formalized in an employment contract
or the prior owner can operate as an
independent contractor if he meets
the IRS requirements for independent
contractors. An accountant should be
consulted to help determine eligibility
as an independent contractor.
Additionally, the buyer should
require the seller to sign a noncompete/non-solicitation contract in
which the seller agrees not to compete
directly or indirectly with the buyer’s
business and to refrain from soliciting
members, clients or customers from
the buyer’s business in the parishes
where the seller operated his business.
The maximum time period for a noncompete/non-solicitation is two years.
If all of the terms and conditions
as outlined in the asset purchase
agreement are met and satisfied, the
documents that should be prepared
and executed to finalize the transaction
include the assignment and bill of sale,
with exhibit or exhibits from seller to
buyer; assignment of members, clients
and/or customers list from seller to
buyer; a promissory note executed
by buyer to seller; assignment of
lease from seller to buyer; consent of
lessor to seller’s assignment of lease
to buyer; employment contract, and a
non-compete/non-solicitation contract
by seller to buyer.
In order to protect yourself, it
is advisable to hire a seasoned
professional to negotiate the terms
and conditions of a sale or purchase
of a business and to prepare the proper
documents. 
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm,
located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue
in Kenner and the firm’s primary areas
of practice are estate planning, wills,
trusts, successions, corporate law,
and personal injury. Melchers can
be reached at 467-1092 or visit the
website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
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Investing

A few steps seniors can
take to help protect
against fraud

LUNCH SPECIALS
DAILY 11am - 4pm

HAPPY
HOUR

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Mon. - Thurs.

2 for 1

Mixed
Drinks
Bar
Brand

By JOHN L. PREVOST

Protecting your retirement nest
egg and sustaining your retirement
income are challenging enough.
When you add in the fears and
concerns unique to older persons,
it’s clear that seniors should consider
taking extra precautions to guard their
investments.
Older people can be common targets
for fraud and financial crimes. Several
qualities that are characteristics of
older people tend to make them targets
for scam artists and unscrupulous sales
people. Older people are generally
trusting; they may be home alone
during the day; they are accustomed to
answering the door or the phone; and
they may be reluctant to report fraud.
Scam artists are well aware of all this
which makes seniors susceptible to the
methods unscrupulous people employ,
including phone calls, emails, personal
sales pitches and pop-up ads on the
Internet.
Let’s start with a few basics.
Proceed with care; don’t jump into
an investment just because you
have been approached through one
of these communications tactics.
Prior to investing in any investment
product or service, it is important that
you consider your overall financial
situation in order to determine if the
product or service is right for you.
You should be aware of your liquidity
needs, fees and costs associated with
an investment, as well as your income
needs and the overall risk you can
afford to bear with any investment.
Beware of misleading information.
There is some wisdom to the old
adage, “If it seems too good to be
true… .” Offers of an investment
with an above-average rate of return
or income rate and little-to-no risk
are almost always deceptive. Some
representatives and salespeople may
use scare tactics to gain access to
seniors’ savings and investments,
such as the threat of physical
or financial harm, intimidating
statements or recurring phone calls.
Services described as a “limited-time
offer” or any person who pressures
you to make an immediate investment
decision should also raise a red flag.
Don’t be afraid to ask questions or to
seek a second opinion. And beware
of guarantees to make money or to
achieve a guaranteed rate of return.
Con artists use promises of high
returns to lure people into a financial
scam.

Free meal seminars may seem
appealing. Though many of these
events are legitimate, some are not.
Some of these seminars turn into
high-pressure events where you may
be given bad advice or pressured to
open an account that is not suitable
for your financial situation. The cost
of a free meal may be greater than you
think if it results in your purchasing
an unsuitable investment product.
Contact your law enforcement
agency immediately if you suspect
someone is employing fraudulent
actions. Investment fraud can take
many forms. There are Ponzi schemes,
for example, where fraudsters
advertise high rates of return on
client investments. High payouts
may continue until new investors are
no longer available. Then the scheme
and all the money disappear.
Other schemes have been reported,
including pyramid schemes, scams
involving coins and precious metals,
ownership interests in oil and gas
interests, viatical scams, and affinity
fraud through community groups,
clubs and even places of worship. A
healthy skepticism is a wise strategy
for seniors when approached by
salespeople.
There are many ways that you
can protect yourself, including
monitoring your personal financial
information and being selective in
providing access to this personal data.
Your financial health is an important
aspect of your retirement – guard it
carefully. 
John L. Prevost is a financial
advisor and first vice president
of investments with Wells Fargo
Advisors. This column was written by
Wells Fargo Advisors and provided
courtesy of John Prevost whose office
is located at 111 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 1800, in Metairie. Prevost
can be contacted at 849-6649. The
accuracy and completeness of this
article are not guaranteed. The
material is distributed solely for
information purposes and is not
a solicitation or an offer to buy
any security or instrument or to
participate in any trading strategy.
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member
SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer
and a separate non-bank affiliate
of Wells Fargo and Company.
Investments and insurance products
are not FDIC-insured, not bankguaranteed and may lose value.
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Adapting a home for easy living

Home

By DAN DORMADY
Most homes
today
are
d e s i g n e d
for
younger
adults and don’t have the features
and conveniences to make them
appropriate and safe for seniors. A
well-adapted home will make many
day-to-day living tasks both easier
and safer – often preventing the most
common kinds of accidents.
The first thing to keep in mind is
that preparing our homes is a longterm project that should be started
preferably well before middle age.
Over the years, we are constantly
doing repairs, renovations and
improvements to our homes. If each
time we make a change, we look at it
as an opportunity to help ensure our
independence later in life, we can
implement appropriate adaptations.
In most cases, changes made while
we’re having other work done will
require only a small additional cost.
Finally, by taking responsibility
for making these changes over time,
you keep control of the process. You
make the decisions. All too often,
when we procrastinate, nothing

5x6.5.indd 1

gets done until there is a crisis
or immediate need. Then family,
discharge planners, or someone else
is probably going to be making the
decisions for us.
Ultimately the price of putting off
adaptations increases the potential
for an accident, wasted money and
lost independence.
In general, there are four types
of adaptations you should consider:
mobility into and throughout your
home; hand holds and railings; easy
to use handles and controls, and
other safety issues.
One of the easiest ways to make
your home easier to live in is to design
it so that at least one entrance to the
main living level can be accessed
without going up or down steps. In
many cases, this means rerouting or
re-grading the front walk and porch.
If you do it when you are having the
walk replaced anyway, there will be
little, if any additional cost.
Inside the home, there usually
aren’t many steps that are easily
eliminated. Just make sure that
if you put on an addition, it isn’t
necessary to use steps to get into it.

3/22/10 5:21 PM

Another approach that works well
is to prepare for single-level living.
That means making sure there is a
full bath, kitchen, bedroom and
laundry facilities all on one level.
Inside your home, maneuverability
is most critical in the kitchen and
the bathroom. Use floor surfaces
that don’t become slippery when
wet. Widen spaces and doorways.
So whenever it is possible, design
doorways that are 36 inches wide.
Take advantage of any bathroom
renovations by installing a roll-in
shower with multiple showerheads
which are fixed-height adjustable
and handheld. Also, try to eliminate
thresholds over a 1/2 inch in height.
Make sure the thresholds have
beveled edges. Thresholds are those
wooden, metal or stone components
on the floor at the doorways. While
you don’t give any thought to them
when you are fully mobile, they
present real obstacles to wheel chairs
and other wheeled devices.
The next item to consider is
handholds. While it seems kind of
silly, keep in mind that many serious
falls are caused by inadequate railings
and grips. This is especially true in
the bathroom. Make sure you’ve got
plenty of support around the toilet
and the tub or shower. Change the
shower curtain rod from a tension
rod to a permanently installed rod.
Be aware that many original stair
banisters aren’t strong enough to
support an adult’s body weight. That
is why railings need to be checked
and reinforced if necessary.
The third item to consider is
handles and knobs. A room-byroom review of handles and knobs
may yield a substantial list of
inadequacies. Doorknobs, window
handles, faucets and other controls
can cause difficulty for many people.
Make sure they are easy to operate.
The kitchen may be the most critical
room of all. “D” shape knobs are
easiest to operate. Door handles and
bathroom fixture controls should be
changed to a lever type handle for
ease of use.
Finally, there are some other safety
issues to consider. As we age, we
need more light, and the light needs
to be more evenly distributed since
it takes more time for a senior’s
eyes to readjust in changing light
conditions. The lighting should be
indirect, aiming it at the ceiling
or the walls to prevent glaring.
Installing proper lighting at home
can reduce accidents. The outdoor

areas, stairs, kitchen and the living
room areas are some places where
the use of proper lightning is needed.
Change the lighting in dark hallways,
especially if they lead to the stairs
or to brightly lit rooms. Dimmable
lighting saves energy by reducing
electrical use and extends the life of
the light bulb. Motion sensors can
be added to room light switches to
keep seniors from needing to enter
a dark room especially in the middle
of the night. Most motion sensors
are easily installed and can be set to
turn on when movement is detected
within a certain radius and stay on
for several minutes before going off.
Burns are one of the most common
injuries that older people face.
Making sure the controls on the
stovetop are in the front of the
stove and easily assessable can help
prevent accidents. In some cases,
you can eliminate the use of the
stove entirely for heating water.
There are hot water dispensers that
are set up like another faucet in your
sink. These are very convenient and
not very expensive to install.
Scalding hot water also causes
many injuries in the bathroom. You
can label the faucet controls in red
for hot and blue for cold to eliminate
confusion. It’s not unusual for
someone to fall in the shower or tub,
hitting the faucet on the way down.
What if the water temperature is
suddenly increased and you can’t get
to the controls? Even moderately hot
water will cause burns if allowed to
flow for several minutes. A number
of manufacturers make faucets that
have a built-in scald prevention
mechanism. They automatically
cut off if the temperature exceeds a
preset maximum.
Evaluate your home and consider
making some of the modifications
mentioned. It may take a little time
to make these adaptations to a home
to make it more senior-friendly, but
the time will be well spent. 
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed
professional engineer and licensed
home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers,
a
locally
owned
consulting
engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565,
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’
website is www.criterium-dormady.
com.
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Community

Cooking classes to be offered at
Ponchatrain Center from April
through July
BY ALLAN KATZ

Ovations-Messina’s,
a
joint
partnership between local caterer,
Messina’s Catering, and national food
service leader, Ovations Food Services
have teamed up to offer hands-on
cooking classes at the Pontchartrain
Center.
The “Wine Me, Dine Me” classes, to
be taught by Chef Mike Couste of the
Pontchartrain Center, will also feature
opportunities to sample and learn about
wines. “Join us to experiment with
some great wines provided by Glazer
Distributors and learn how to cook
simple but elegant recipes,” said Stacey
Messina, whose Messina family has
been involved in restaurants, catering
and food preparation in Kenner for
several generations.
Couste, a protégé of Chef Rene
Bajeux, has been executive chef at the
Pontchartrain Center for two years. The
cost of the cooking classes which offer
three courses including wine is $40
per person for each class or $150 for
the four monthly classes. “We thought
that a lot of Kenner residents really
enjoy preparing and cooking good
food and tasting fine wines so why not
create a fun learning experience at the
Pontchartrain Center,” said Couste.
“It’s also an opportunity for us to show
the community just what a great facility

the Pontchartrain Center really is.”
The menu for the inaugural class on
Thursday, April 14 includes a tableside Caesar salad, a stuffed pork loin
with blue cheese, walnuts, apples,
dates and salami with a fresh herb
glaze, grilled diced vegetable medley,
creamy truffle mashed potato with
a berry Chantilly parfait for dessert.
Each of the four monthly Thursday
classes will offer a different three
course meal each month.
Participants of the cooking class will
work with the chef and his staff in the
preparation of the dinner which they
will enjoy together.
“It should be a lot of fun,” said
Messina. “There’s never been anything
like it in Kenner and we thought a lot of
Kenner residents would enjoy the food,
the wine and the fun.” The cooking
classes, held from 6:30 p.m. until 9:00
p.m., are open to the public. The classes
will also be offered on May 20, June 24
and July 22. 
For more information, call OvationsMessina’s at 468-6693 or visit www.
pontchartraincenter.com
or
www.
messinascatering.com.

Fundraiser for Kenner child to be
held on April 18
On Sunday, April 18, from 11:00 a.m.
until 3:00 p.m. at the Harahan Lions
Club located at 1001 Hickory Avenue
in Harahan, a fund raiser dinner will
be held to benefit nine-year-old Kenner
native, Dylan Tujague, who was born
with a craniofacial disorder known as
craniosynostosis. Dylan has undergone
30 surgeries to correct “cloverleaf
skull,” which is the most severe form of
craniosynostosis.
“Dylan has a tracheotomy due to
paralyzed vocal cords and his brain stem
is in his spinal column. He sleeps with
a ventilator and oxygen and must eat
through a feeding tube. Dylan is only
able to speak through sign language and
a speaking computer device. He receives
speech, physical and occupational
therapy. Due to some recent government
budget cuts, Dylan has lost funding that
helped care for him. This benefit is to
help the family continue to provide

adequate care for this very special little
boy,” event organizers explained.
The dinner will feature jambalaya,
spaghetti and red beans and rice, as well
as a parade of prizes, a 50/50 raffle and
auctions. The $10 ticket includes one
dinner and one door prize ticket.
For additional information, to donate
to the benefit or to purchase tickets
contact Cindy Castille at 952-8403,
Donna Tujague at 417-3980 or Tina
West at 467-4303.
Monetary donations can be mailed to
P.O. Box 640613, Kenner, LA 70064.
Make all checks payable to Dylan
Anthony Tujague Special Needs Trust.
Tickets can also be purchased at the
door. Visit www.dylantujague.com for
more information. 
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Serving the public with jobs

Airport

By PATRICIA MALONE, Interim Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
With the current
unemployment
rate in the nation
at an all time
high, the Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport is pleased to be
able to provide jobs for residents in a
number of parishes and counties in the
Gulf South. Employment in an airport
environment is a mix of occupations.
Whether it’s working as a pilot, cargo

handler, ticket or customer service rep,
flight attendant, sales clerk, wait staff,
teller, air traffic controller, security
screener or any number of administrative
and management positions, there’s a
myriad of opportunities in the world of
aviation.
At the present, over 4,000 area
residents are employed on the airport’s
campus. Many more are employed by
the businesses that provide supplies and

services for the numerous employers at
the airport. Positions are often available in
both full-time and part-time capacities for
the various employers at the airport. The
New Orleans Aviation Board employees
are the managing staff of the facility and
are civil service employees with the city
of New Orleans. Other employers include
the airlines, the Transportation Security
Administration, rental car companies,
concessions and contractors who hire
and manage their own staffs. To explore
employment opportunities with the
various employers who operate at the
the pain of achy joints & feet, stiff neck & sinus pain
airport, visit the airport website at www.
flymsy.com.
with a therapeutic
Perms, Color, Blo Styling, Roller Sets or Therapeutic
Body
Over the
nextMassage
few years, we will be
Just relax & let our Nationally Certified, licensed massage therapist massage away stress & pain leaving you relaxed & experiencing a deep sense
continuing our massive multi-million
of well being.
dollar capital improvement program.
Call for your appointment & receive a
With this will come some degree of
inconvenience in the short-term. As we
engage in various states of construction,
We specialize
thinning hair and have
with the booking
of a 60 minute in
massage
parts of the airport may be inaccessible
theforexpertise
solve your hair problems.
60 minutes
the price of 30to
minutes.
or in a different location. We ask for the
patience of our traveling public as we
modernize the airport. The final product
We offer a complete regimen of therapeutic
will be well worth the inconvenience. In
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
massages at the rate of $1 per minute
addition to having an improved facility,
Serving Kenner since 1977
the airport capital improvement program
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
will provide more of what I mentioned at
the beginning of this article – jobs. We
are projecting that the more than $417
million expenditure, for a host of projects,
will provide between 6,000 to 9,000 jobs
over a three to five year time span not
to mention an influx of capital into our
communities.
The airport environment is unique and
April 2 • 11am - 7pm
it
operates in a facility that never closes.
April 16 FISH FRY 3 - 7pm - BONCO following Fish Fry
The
airport terminal is open 24 hours a
Fish Plates
Crawfish Pasta
day, 365 days a year which presents an
Shrimp Plates
Crawfish Kickers
array of challenges. In 2009, Armstrong
Combo Plates
Hush Puppies
International Airport served nearly eight
Stuffed Crab Plates
Seafood Gumbo
million passengers. With these hours
Shrimp Creole
of operation and this volume of traffic,

We
Love
Seniors
BODY MASSAGE.

We do it all.
FREE 30 minute massage

Hair StylesUnlimited

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

Lenten Seafood Dinners

Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard Accepted

3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-469-6736

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)

new orLeAns’ home CooKing!
Two Convenient locations...
one great menu!!!
kenner
910 W. esplanade
@ Chateau next to Burger King

metairie
1001 live oak

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.

463-3030
838-0022
www.mredsno.com

restrooms must be constantly attended to,
escalators and elevators are in continual
use and businesses in the airport must
provide the degree of services the
traveling public expects. Deep-cleaning
functions and renovations are also jobs
that must be accomplished without major
disruptions for passengers. To the extent
possible, the most disruptive duties are
performed in the hours between the last
flight of the day and the earliest flight
the next morning. The New Orleans
Aviation Board and staff are constantly
monitoring the airport environment to
spot any problems before they worsen or
pose a safety hazard. We encourage the
public to share with us any concerns they
may have regarding our airport services
or facilities.
On the air service front, I am pleased to
announce that two airlines that previously
served our market before Hurricane
Katrina are scheduled to return. These are
Midwest Airlines and Frontier Airlines.
Midwest will begin non-stop daily service
to Kansas City in May and Frontier will
begin non-stop service to Denver in June.
This will bring the total number of airlines
serving Armstrong International Airport
to 11. In addition to more air service, this
too will provide new jobs locally.
An airport plays a number of roles in
a community. In addition to the obvious
–- air service, Armstrong International
Airport is an employer, an economic
engine for the community and the state,
and a partner with local businesses. For
the latest on what is happening at the
airport, visit our website or watch our
30 minute television show, “Airport
Alive.” It is carried on various stations
throughout southeast Louisiana and may
also be viewed at www.flymsy.com. 
Pat Malone may be reached at
director@flymsy.com.

Community

Wentwood Playground multi-use
building dedicated for use

The new Wentwood Playground multiuse building in Kenner was dedicated on
March 18, 2010. The facility is a woodframed building that houses a concession
area, restroom facility, a pantry area and
an office for playground personnel.
The one-story commercial building
occupies 1,674 square feet of space and
includes a porch area for outdoor seating
and an overhang that is covered to protect
patrons from inclement weather. It is built
with materials required to withstand a130mile-an-hour hurricane. The windows
will be able to withstand hurricane force
winds and are protected with roll-a-way

aluminum hurricane shutters.
The kitchen area will be equipped with
an Ansul commercial hood system, as
required by state law to meet commercial
standards over surfaces that have grease
laden cooking which includes frying, to
evacuate the fumes generated from the
kitchen range area. Provisions for the
commercial kitchen called for a grease
trap to be installed at the site for the
wastewater generated from the kitchen.
Along with the commercial kitchen,
the building includes two separate
handicapped accessible restrooms for
continued on next page
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Fitness

Teen girls – The newest fitness
demographic
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WROUGHT IRON WORK
Custom built fences, gates, burglar bars, dumpster enclosures,
handrails, A/C cages, minor repairs
30 years experience
Roger Blount

813-5870

By YVETTE DUSSOUY

MP3 players, MySpace,
Facebook,
video
games,
instant messages and text messages….There are so
many reasons for teens to stay sedentary in this age of
technology.
If modern technology isn’t enough to resign teens to
the couch, then there’s always the old TV. Excessive
television viewing continues to be a chronic problem
among teens. A whopping 35 percent of American
teenagers watch more than three hours of television
daily. According to researchers at Memphis State
University and the University of Tennessee, these kids’
metabolisms are actually slower when they watch
television than when they sleep or do absolutely nothing
at all.
It’s hard to convince teens to tear themselves away
from their homepage, much less take a jog or play a
game of softball. Today, 65 percent of American
teenagers fall short of the American Heart Association
recommendations for daily physical activity.
The problem is that teens – especially adolescent
girls – have a difficult time finding activities that are
enjoyable to them. Only 33 percent of American girls
play team sports. That leaves two-thirds of American
girls who must find physical activity in other realms.
A non-competitive atmosphere is what these girls need.
What about P.E., you say? The Tucker Center for
Research on Girls and Women in Sport at the University
of Minnesota found that girls’ involvement in physical
education courses stands at 70 percent in ninth grade,
but only 32 percent in twelfth grade. Since P.E. isn’t
mandatory for all four years of high school in most
states, teenage girls opt out.
So, what’s the answer? The Tucker Center found
over the course of a 10-year study that girls were most

likely to stay involved in a fitness activity if they found
it “fun.” The fitness industry is listening loud and clear,
offering such options as Wii Fit and Dance Revolution
systems. Meanwhile, some health and fitness centers
now provide dance-fitness classes that utilize hot new
music, which they love!
If your teenage daughter has resigned herself to
the sofa or the computer room, try taking a few small
steps to get her moving again. The American Heart
Association recommends that teenagers raise their heart
rates for 20 minutes, without stopping, at least three
times per week.
That’s not a tall order. Only three times per week, ask
your teen to take a walk with you or allow her to choose
a class at the local fitness facility. And then she’ll have
something new to write about when she sits down at
the computer to update her MySpace blog or Facebook
page.
Very few fitness programs create and consistently
choreograph work-outs for teens and adolescents.
Search in your area for programs designed to be fun
and to get kids and teens moving in ways that are fresh
and innovative. Maybe you should join them! 
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years has owned and
operated the Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center, which
is located at 4228 Williams Boulevard. A certified
instructor for over 18 years, Dussouy has been
awarded Pacesetter Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc. for
the past 12 years. Dussouy can be reached at 464-4600
or jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise Center has
classes early morning, morning, afternoon, evenings
and weekends – some include childcare. This class
schedule includes classes for the overweight through
the very fit. For the complete schedule visit www.
jazzercise.com.

WOOD FENCES
New & Repairs

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years
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Wentwood Playground
(continued from previous page)

All purses and wallets
(corner David Dr. and Veterans Blvd.
next to Chuckie Cheese)

AAA Trophies
“We give your awards a personal touch”

Lake
39th St.

3813

h

38th St.

Florida Ave

visitors to the concession area. Exterior ceiling fans
were added to allow for more comfort for the people
at the facility.
The facility complies with all commercial codes
and is fully handicapped accessible.
Site improvements called for the excavation of
6,500 square feet for the installation of a new paving
section which calls for eight inches of sand and five
inches of concrete. In addition to the paving site,
drainage was also installed which consists of five
catch basins and approximately 100 linear feet of sixinch PVC drain line and 75 linear feet of 12-inch PVC
drain line.
Construction began last summer. Designed by
Meyer Engineers Inc., the contractor is Precision
Construction Inc. of Gretna, La. Cost of the
construction was $449,900. The previous concession
facility at the playground was demolished by
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

Williams Blvd.

men and women each containing a minimum of two
stalls. Also in the building is a dumpster washout area.
Code regulations at the time the building permit
was issued required the building be elevated three
feet above the centerline of West Loyola Drive. This
requirement called for an extensive foundation and
the installation of stairs and handicapped ramps to
access the elevated slab. Also galvanized hand railing
around the entire perimeter of the slab was installed
to protect the public.
Due to the occupancy of the building, the structure
needed to be constructed with more stringent fire rating
requirements, i.e. fire rated doors, fire caulking, etc.
A low-maintenance stained concrete floor serves
the concession and restroom area. A porch was
installed over the serving windows, the office and the
restrooms to protect the patrons from the elements
during inclement weather situations. The building
is equipped with a supervisor’s office located in
the middle of the building. To allow for greater
flexibility, two air conditioning units were installed
since the office may not be used at the same time as
the concession stand/kitchen. Serving windows, one
ADA accessible, were installed along with security
roll-down shutters to prevent criminal activity. A
walk-in concession area was added to allow for more

Dance
Swimming
Parties
Football
Soccer
Tennis

Personalized Awards for:
Scholastic
Muaia
Retirement
Safety
Bowling
Pool
Track
Basketball
Baseball
Golf
Racquetball
Karate
T-SHIRTS & CAPS

“Kenner’s Best Kept Secret”

3813 Florida Avenue • 467-7384

SatiSfaction Guaranteed • team diScountS
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How to sell your car
BY DOUG TURNER

There comes a time when we
start thinking about selling our
car and/or purchasing a new
or newer one. So what is your
old car worth? Well, there are many different factors
to consider, such as the condition, mileage and curb
appeal.
It would be wise to start by looking up your vehicle
online at the Kelly Blue Book value website, NADA
value website or even sites like Autotrader, eBay, etc.
You will be able to find a “current market value” for
a vehicle equipped similar to your vehicle. The used
car market changes year-round depending on demand.
During the early months of the year, January through
March, vehicles usually sell for more money because
income tax refunds are used to purchase that special
car folks had been dreaming about. During this time
vehicles are in short supply and that drives prices up.
The following spring months are pretty steady and
prices generally stay that way throughout summer.
Then things tend to slow down and prices drop quite a
bit at the end of the year in November and December.
Taking into consideration the time of the year and
armed with the book value you have determined you
should examine your car, taking into consideration
any problems or defects that will diminish the sales
value as the prospective buyer will notice these things
and their offer will reflect this.

You want to present your car in the best light so
spend the money to have it detailed. There are many
detail shops in our area. It should cost you no more
than $100.
So now you know about what your car should be
worth. It’s looking good and you’re ready to sell it.
How do you go about it? If you feel comfortable
having consumers call and come to your house then
place an ad on Craig’s List, nola.com or the local
newspaper. Ask a few hundred more than what you
want, leaving a little room to negotiate and wait for
the phone to start ringing.
When selling their car on their own some people
are not comfortable dealing with the public or don’t
want strangers coming to their home and driving their
car. Some people don’t feel comfortable handling the
paperwork involved when selling a car on their own.
If this is you, then you may want to shop your car at
local dealerships or used car lots to see if they will
buy your car from you. Understand that they will not
pay you the retail value as they need to have room to
make a profit when they sell it. However, this is their
everyday business and they have the finance sources,

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

mechanics on-hand and will handle all the paper work,
etc. Don’t be afraid to negotiate with them. If they like
your car you may be surprised by how much they will
give you.
Finally, if you are planning on replacing that car
and buying another car, you should consider trading
it in to the dealer as you will receive a sales tax credit,
based on the value of your traded-in car, towards your
purchase, saving you money. Armed with “market
value” this may be the best way to go.
Remember, be realistic and you will be successful
selling your car. 
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s Autoplex,
which stocks all types of vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs
and vans priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located at
6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. Turner, in the
automobile business for over 30 years and an twelve
year member of the Better Business Bureau, was
recently appointed by Governor Bobby Jindal to the
board of the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission,
which licenses and oversees the used vehicle industry
in Louisiana. Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or
online at dylandouglas57@yahoo.com.

What was I thinking?

Banking

By GUY WILLIAMS

The decision seemed so
good. I could erase bad
credit, work from home and
make big bucks, cancel my
student loans, buy real estate
with nothing down, get out of debt with a home
equity loan, inherit money from my previously
unknown Nigerian relatives, start an Internet
business and make millions with no interest due
and nothing down, and the list goes on. Variations
on these offers exist and are usually promoted on
late night TV and through Internet emails.
The ideas are promoted not because strangers
want to improve your life but because they can
make money. Unfortunately, there are always
enough gullible people so that these scams and
variations of them continue.
So, why do we fall for this stuff? Are we stupid?
No.
We are greedy.
Just like a two-year-old, we want what we
don’t have. We feel entitled to the bigger house,
newer car, better clothes and luxurious lifestyle.
The reality is that we are only entitled to what we
are willing to work for. We are fortunate to live in
America where anyone can start a business and,
other than taxes, the government won’t steal what
we make.
We are lazy.
Wealth without work. Unless you are born into a
rich family, this doesn’t happen. Laziness makes us
look for the shortcuts. Opportunities don’t come to
you on your couch; you have to go out and look for
them. You can’t make money watching television.
We don’t live by our moral code.
We all know that acquiring wealth without work
is theft, but we still want something handed to us.

The scams that draw the most interest promise the
biggest payoff with the least effort. There was an old
movie starring W.C. Fields, titled “You Can’t Cheat
an Honest Man.” How true. If you refuse to get
involved in shady deals and resist “wealth without
work offers” you are unlikely to be scammed.
We don’t go with our gut.
Our initial instinct is usually right. If a deal seems
too good to be true, it almost always is too good
to be true. If your instincts tell you that the deal
is suspect, don’t do it. Over the years, whenever I
ignored my instincts, I always got hurt.
We lack contentment.
The Bible says “Godliness with contentment is
great gain.” 1 Timothy 6:6. Indeed, if we do the
right thing morally the rest of life will work out.
For practical help on avoiding scams, here are
three tips you can follow. First, don’t respond to
any unsolicited emails. Second, don’t buy anything
advertised on late-night TV and do your research
before making any sort of financial decision.
I had a friend who responded to the “make
money at home with mail order offer.” The eagerly
awaited information pack arrived and the advice
was to place ads offering to show people how to
make money with mail order and then send out the
information packet. How do you say “sucker?”
Always remember that your local community
bank is here to stay and is willing and able to
provide advice on all types of financial situations.
Call us – we can help you avoid the scams. 
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be
contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.
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Driving tips for spring

By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
April showers
bring May flowers
and wet driving
conditions.
Now that winter is over, millions of
Americans will take to the roads again
for spring holiday road trips and long
weekend getaways. You should check
your tires, including the spare, at least
once a month and before every long trip.
As you prepare to hit the road this
spring, consider the following advice to
make sure your tires are ready for the
trip and that you arrive safely.
Good brakes and years of driving
experience aren’t enough to ensure that
you will be able to stop quickly in wet
weather. Stopping on a wet road can take
up to four times the normal distance on a
dry road. During wet weather conditions,
drive slowly and keep in mind that
stopping distances will be longer.
Check the pressure of your tires once
a month, and before every long trip, to
ensure that when you do need to stop, your
tires can do everything they’re supposed
to do to help you. The correct inflation
pressure for your tires is specified by the
vehicle manufacturer and is shown on the
vehicle door edge, door post, glove box
door or fuel door or owner’s manual. The
maximum inflation pressure listed on the
tire is not the recommended pressure.
Rain water, mixed with oil or grime
on the streets, can cause slippery
conditions that may result in unexpected
skidding. Slow down and pay attention
to the possibility of skidding.
Make sure you have the alignment and
balance of your tires checked regularly
so that if you do skid, your vehicle is
properly equipped to help you stop safely.
Rotating your tires can sometimes help
correct irregular tire wear. Before rotating
your tires, refer to your car’s owner’s manual
for rotation recommendations. If no rotation

period is specified, tires should be rotated
approximately every 6,000 miles.
In a sudden downpour, driving fast
or driving on worn tires can cause your
tires to hydroplane – this means that
your tires “surf” along on a film of water
just like a water skier.
Slow down in sudden downpours and
make sure you check the tread on your
tires once per month and before every
long trip as tires should have at least
1/16 inch of tread depth.
Hitting potholes can throw your car’s
front end out of alignment. If you feel your
car “pulling” during driving, that’s a clue
that you could have a problem. Check the
tread on your tires as uneven tread wear
can be a sign of misalignment. If you hit a
severe pothole, have a tire dealer check your
vehicles’ alignment and tire balance because
you can damage your tire and/or the metal
wheel of your vehicle. Keeping your tires
properly inflated will help reduce damage
from potholes and other road hazards.
The impact of potholes on tires increases
dramatically with speed and can cause
hidden, internal damage that could lead to
tire failure weeks, or even months, later. It’s
best to avoid potholes entirely, but if that’s
not possible, don’t brake during the pothole
impact. Instead, apply brakes before hitting a
pothole and release them just prior to impact.
Braking during the impact sets up the tire
and wheel assembly for a “solid hit” against
the edge of the hole. Less severe damage
occurs when a tire is rolling than when it is
skidding over a hole during braking.
So before you get on the road, take these
few precautions to make sure you are safe. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Judgeship race for Division A seat on
state district court requires a runoff
Three candidates, Don Klotz, Ray Steib
and Debbie Villio were on the ballot
March 27, 2010 to fill the vacant seat of
Joan Benge, who was removed by the
state Supreme Court as judge of Section 2,
Division A, of the 24th Judicial District court.
Republicans Ray Steib and Debbie
Villio, both attorneys, will be in a runoff on
Saturday, May 1, 2010 to fulfill the almost
five years left of Benge’s six year term.
Steib received 3,532 votes for 43
percent of the 8,172 total votes and Villio
received 2,946 votes or 36 percent of the
vote. Klotz, also a Republican, had 21
percent with 1,694 votes cast his way.

There are 76,958 total registered voters
able to vote in this election. The turnout
was a little over 11 percent.
The 24th Judicial District Court has original
jurisdiction of all civil and criminal matters in
Jefferson Parish, with the exception of certain
juvenile matters. The 24th Judicial District
Court has appellate jurisdiction of
appeals from all city courts in Jefferson
Parish. There are 16 elected divisions of
court in the District Court system.
To view the geographical borders of the
24th Judicial District court’s Section 2, visit
http://www.jpclerkofcourt.us/elections/
DistrictMaps/24thJDCJudges.prs.pdf.

NEW SUPERBED $39.95
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expires 5/3/10
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off

The Frame Shoppe
CUSTOM FRAME SERVICES
Esplanade Mall • 464-4662
FIND
US INnow!
THE MALL!!!
Pre-order
The Esplanade mall’s best kept hidden secret!
with purchase of custom frame. Expires 4/31/10

Celebrating 25 years!
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Tired of the ordinary – Try something extraordinary

NOW SERVING KENNER@
LUNCH & DINNER DAILY

504-305-4704

“Another locally owned and operated gem”. Lagniappe 2009
“A good and different sort of place… prices are a bargain
throughout the menu.” Tom Fitzmorris, City Business
There’s “lots to choose from” at these “consistent” New
American siblings, and though each proffers a slightly different menu, all offer a “delectable fusion” of Asian, Caribbean, Mediterranean, and Tex Mex ﬂavors along with “great
value for the dollar; ZAGAT 2009 Very Good to Excellent.
SERVING BRUNCH 10 AM – 3PM EVERY SUNDAY
GRILLED & RAW OYSTERS HALF PRICE FROM 4-6:30 DAILY
www.sunraygrill.com – for menus, daily specials and more.
BRING A FRIEND TO SUNDAY BRUNCH ON US
BUY ANY BRUNCH ENTRÉE AND RECEIVE
ANOTHER OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE FREE
Coupon good through April 30, 2010 • Good Kenner location only
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The unsinkable Edwin Edwards

People

By ED CLANCY

I
cannot
remember the first
time I met the man,
but I do remember
the first time I ever appeared with him on
stage. I had received a call from a member
of a local women’s business organization,
who said her group was staging a mock
awards program to make fun of New
Orleans media types. They were calling
it the Eddy Awards because they wanted
me to co-host it with Governor Edwin
Edwards. I said, “Does he know about
this?”
The lady replied, “Sure, he loves the
idea.”
So that was how I found myself on a stage
in front of a rather large audience doing
standup with the “Grey Fox” (that was one
of the more polite nicknames given to the
man usually known as “Fast Eddy”). The
show was such a hit they asked us back to
do it again the next year.
That was in the mid ’70s. In 1986, we
met again on stage, this time at what was
billed as “The Ed Clancy Revenge Roast.”
It happened at the Holiday Inn in Kenner,
(known as Holidome because of a large
clear dome over the indoor swimming
pool). The whole idea of the roast was to

give local politicians the chance to get back
at me for ten years of being skewered in the
Ed Clancy Radio Cartoons. The show just
happened to take place the very day after
Edwin had been acquitted by a federal jury
in New Orleans for committing some crime
or other. I just couldn’t resist getting on the
phone to invite U.S. Attorney John Volz,
the man who had, the day before, tried
to put Edwin behind bars, to be a roaster.
Edwin was not a happy man when he saw
Volz at the head table. If looks could kill,
I’m sure Mr. Volz would now be six feet
under. I seated them at opposite ends of the
long table. The evening was a big success
with lots of laughs and we made a few
bucks for the Ronald McDonald House.
I have missed Edwin, a lot, since he went
away to the “Big House”. Another U.S.
Attorney was finally successful in wearing
the Teflon off our “Teflon Governor,” and
Edwards is serving out a ten year sentence
in a federal prison in Oakdale, Louisiana,
for allegedly extorting money from three
men who wanted him to help them obtain
riverboat casino licenses.
I had not thought a lot about my excomedy partner until a couple of weeks
ago when I looked at the book rack in WalMart and saw Edwin’s face staring out at

Two GreaT LocaTions in Kenner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Celebrat
Extended Breakfast
15 yearsing
Menu
ad for
Call Ahe rders!
To Go O

Saturday & Sunday til 3 PM
Quick Breakfast

Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs & Cheese
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Sausage & cheese
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Sausage & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese

Belgian Waffles
Plain with Syrup
Strawberry Waffle
Blueberry Waffle
Banana Waffle

$2.95
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$4.75
$5.45
$5.45
$5.45

$4.95
$5.95
$5.95
$5.95

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Hours everyday 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 pm

me from the cover of a new book titled
“Edwin Edwards, Governor of Louisiana,”
(Lisburn Press, LLC). Its author is Leo
Honeycutt, a 30 year veteran of journalism
and broadcasting in upstate Louisiana, who
started researching the book in 2004. It’s a
well written, well researched book – 556
pages and 1,736 footnotes plus an index.
You don’t get indexes a lot these days. It
has a handsome dust cover too, with a great
headshot of a smiling, younger, Edwin
Edwards. The book is in its third printing.
“I thought we would be lucky to sell 10
thousand copies in three months,” says
Honeycutt, “but we sold out in three days!
We’ve sold 30 thousand and counting.”
Honeycutt says he’s very close to making
The New York Times best seller list. That’s
quite a feat when you consider none of
the sales have been outside the state of
Louisiana.
Honeycutt met with the governor every
two or three weeks to start with, and then
every two or three months. The sessions
lasted three hours each.
“The visiting area is in a doublewide
trailer. I would get there before he was
called because when he came in he started
working the tables, joking with the guys,
slapping backs, kissing babies.” That
sounds like Edwin, still campaigning.
Although the book is labeled “an
authorized biography,” Honeycutt makes
it clear this is no puff piece. He says, “I
told him ‘if you want a whitewash or a
diatribe against the federal system, then get
somebody else.’ He said, ‘Damn, you’re
pretty adamant!’ And I was. He said, ‘I’m
too far from the womb and too close to the
tomb for it to make any difference now.’”
But, in the book, Honeycutt says Edwards
“protected himself, played his cards close to
the vest, assessing to what extent he could
trust me.” While the governor pledged
to tell the truth, it was sometimes hard to

pull it out of him, says Honeycutt. “It was
just like David Frost interviewing Richard
Nixon at times. He wanted to leave some
of the stuff out, especially if he thought it
would embarrass his grandchildren.”
While the author didn’t let him get away
with anything in the interviews, he did make
one concession to Edwards. The last ten
pages of the book are “A Letter from Edwin
Edwards,” where the governor makes the
case for his own defense. He blames the
news media for being “cynical,” and tarring
all politicians with the same brush. He does
plead guilty to being “arrogant,” but only
to get his programs passed. And he admits
to using humor too much. (I object, your
Honor). Finally, Edwards vows that when
he gets out, he’ll write his own book. “I will
show the efforts made by the U.S. Attorney
to ‘get me’ and I will show...just how far
the judge went to help the government get
a conviction.”
I asked Honeycutt if he thought Edwin
really did tell him the truth. He said, “As
far as Edwin Edwards can tell the truth. He
believes he was just doing a business deal,
not extorting money.”
Was Edwards depressed in prison?
“Not really. I once said to him, ‘You
gotta be bitter because they finally got you.’
He replied ‘Nope. I will never be the kind
to roll around on the floor and kick and
scream about what somebody has done to
me.’ The most ‘down’ I have ever seen him
is when President Bush left office without
commuting his sentence.”
Honeycutt believes Edwin’s ordeal will
not defeat him, even though he’ll be 84
when he’s released: “This is a guy who will
forever remain unsinkable.” 
Ed Clancy is host of “Jefferson Journal”
seen each week on Cox Cable channel 6 in
Jefferson Parish. Clancy can be reached
via email at Edclancy2@aol.com.

OMC-Kenner

(continued from page 13)

provide every aspect of reproductive
health care at Ochsner-Kenner. We’re
backed by an excellent nursing staff. The
private rooms are big and comfortable.
We have the best neo-natal ICU in the
region, in my opinion.”
The seven members of the OB-GYN
group include a nurse practitioner.
“In my view, Ochsner-Kenner has
really emerged as the community
hospital for the city of Kenner and
nearby-neighborhoods in Metairie and
St. Charles Parish,” said Dr. Cohen. “We
also have access to all the resources of
the entire Ochsner system if we need
them. I’m very proud to be a member of
the staff of Ochsner-Kenner and I think
all of my colleagues feel the same way.”

He said the OB-GYN Department
at Ochsner-Kenner has all the latest
equipment and is comparable or even
better than the other best facilities in the
region.
“It’s really remarkable that when so
many others in our field aren’t able to
accept new patients or can accept them
only after a long wait, we have the
capacity to bring a new patient in within
24 hours,” Dr. Cohen said. “I think that
reflects the excellence of our facilities,
the size of our group and our philosophy
which is to accommodate the largest
possible number of patients who need
our help.”
The telephone number for the OchsnerKenner OB-GYN Group is 464-8506. 
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Real Estate

Make sure your home stands tall in a competitive market

By LINDA R. MARTIN
Home
sellers
today
must
convince a new
era of buyers
returning to the
market that their homes stand for value
and quality.
The time-honored open house event
remains a terrific way to expose your
property to many consumers and gain
distinction from the competition.
While your real estate professional will
advertise and manage the event, it is up
to you to ensure that your home is seen
in the best light possible. Remember,

you only have one chance to make a first
impression, so approach your open house
event as your property’s showcase. Here
are several ways to make your property
shine, inside and out.
Start with the outside. Do a visual
check of the front of the house from
across the street. Does your property
have curb appeal? It should look inviting,
with a trimmed lawn and flowerbed and
a freshly painted front door. Polish door
handles and knockers and replace worn
items such as a rusty doorbell. Consider
adding a new doormat and flowering
plants at the entrance. Don’t forget to

wash your windows and clean any oil or
rust spots from the driveway.
Be sure to inspect the side and back
yards. Add some flowering plants to the
back as well. Clean and rearrange the
outdoor furniture to look inviting. Put
away gardening tools, and tidy around
the grill area.
Now focus on the inside of the home
where cleanliness, space, smell and
lighting are vital. First get your house
in tip-top condition by cleaning and
clearing away clutter. Steam clean and
vacuum the carpet. Make sure your floors
are waxed and shiny. Touch up nicks on

walls and make sure the porcelain sinks
and tubs and metallic fixtures shine.
Be conscious of any lingering odors
such as smoke, pets or strong-smelling
foods. You may need to air out your
home prior to your open house event.
Consider grinding fresh lemons in the
garbage disposal. And don’t forget to
empty all trash containers.
Look at your countertops in the kitchen
and bathrooms and the tops of your
bureaus. Do they seem cluttered? Clear
away and store as much as possible. You
want your home to seem spacious.

continued on page 30

EJGH congratulates 2010 Nightingale Award winners
Janice Kishner and Bonnie McCarty

Health

BY KEITH M. DARCEY

East Jefferson
G e n e r a l
Hospital is proud of its long tradition
of excellence in nursing. As the first
hospital in the state to be named a nurse
magnet hospital in 2002, and the first in
the state to earn reaccreditation in 2006,
our nurses are at the forefront of care
and play a vital role in making EJGH
a nationally recognized, healthcare
facility. Our entire staff of nurses and
the nursing leadership upholds the high
standards of care our patients expect. It
is also the reason EJGH has a history
of Nightingale Award winners. Once
again this year, two of our own won this
prestigious, state-wide honor.
At the ninth annual Louisiana Awards
Gala for Nursing and Healthcare, Janice
Kishner and Bonnie McCarty were
recognized by their peers as Nightingale
Award winners. Kishner earned the
“Nursing Administrator of the Year”
award while McCarty was named the
“Clinical Practice Nurse” of the year.
The Nightingale Awards recognize
excellence in nursing, quality of service
and celebrates those individuals who
make special contributions to overall
healthcare.
Dr. Mark Peters, EJGH President and
Chief Executive Officer, said, “Janice

Janice Kishner and Bonnie McCarty.
Photo by Glade Bilby II.

Kishner and Bonnie McCarty embody
what it means to be a nurse. They are
both dedicated, compassionate, and
above all, they each have a passion for
providing the highest quality of care
to our community. Our physicians,
administration and staff are proud of their
accomplishments, and we congratulate
and celebrate their Nightingale Awards
along with them.”
Janice Kishner, RN, MSN, MBA,
FACHE, serves East Jefferson General
Hospital as chief nurse executive and
has been with the hospital for 26 years.
She has been recognized for being a
visionary, role model and mentor who has
spearheaded the organization’s efforts
to become a nurse magnet hospital. In
addition, she introduced a new model of
shared governance that has been studied
by other hospitals nationally and has been
a strong advocate for continuing nursing
education.
“This award is not about me,” says
Kishner. “This is about the amazing team
at EJGH who provides the best possible
care for our patients. I am humbled and
honored that our staff nominated me.
Leading this team is my life’s reward!”
Bonnie McCarty, RN CCRN, has been
with East Jefferson General Hospital
since 1983, beginning her career in the
intensive care unit. Currently, McCarty
is an administrative representative and
consistently demonstrates excellence
and leadership. In her role, she supports
all areas throughout the hospital and has
also been both a basic life support and
advanced cardiac life support instructor
for many years.
“It was a real thrill to be rewarded for
what I love to do,” says McCarty. “The
awards are wonderful indicators of the

quality of care that is delivered throughout
our region.” 
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be
reached at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.

org. East Jefferson General Hospital,
Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital,
is a publicly owned, not-for-profit
community hospital, providing care to the
residents of the East Bank of Jefferson
Parish and surrounding communities.
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Everyone in the U.S. must be counted

Latin American News

By Rafael E. Saddy
By now you
have received a
2010 United States
Census form in
the mail. Please fill it out and mail it in
promptly. Your response is important.
Results from the 2010 Census will be
used to help each community get its fair
share of government funds for highways,
schools, health facilities and many other
programs you and your neighbors need.
Without a complete accurate census,
your community may not receive its
fair share of federal funding. The 2010
Census will also serve to determine
your representation in Congress, the
state legislature and other political

subdivisions.
Everyone in the U. S. must be counted
– people of all races and ethnic groups,
citizens, residents or non-residents. The
census is quick, easy and confidential.
It only has 10 short questions and
can be completed in 10 minutes. By
law the Census Bureau cannot share
an individual’s census questionnaire
responses with anyone, including other
federal agencies or law enforcement and
immigration authorities. Every Census
Bureau employee with access to your
information is sworn for life to protect
your confidentiality and if they violate this
agreement they will face severe penalties,
including serving time in federal prison

and a fine up to $250,000 or both.
It is very important that when census
workers knock on your door to cooperate
with them by answering all questions for
everyone living in the household, even
non-residents.
The questionnaires will be available
in five languages, including Spanish.
Go to 2010census.gov for instructions
in Spanish and/or English in completing
your 2010 Census form. Hispanics
looking for local assistance or have
questions can call 460-3772.
Community announcements
Tax time: April 15 is the federal income
tax filing deadline and time is quickly
running out. Everyone working in the
United States must file an income tax
return, including those individuals not
in permanent residency status. Those
Hispanics who are on temporary permit
status or whose legalization status is
pending are encouraged to file taxes to
avoid any complications with the Internal
Revenue Service. For assistance call the
IRS at 1-800-829-1040, option 8, for
assistance in Spanish. Access the IRS
on the Internet at www.irs.gov and click
on the “Español” link for assistance in
Spanish.
Hablemos Claro KTV-76: Hispanic
TV programs with topics of interest to

the community, every Wednesday at 9:00
p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more
information and program schedules go to
www.kenner.la.us and click the KTV 76
logo.
April 7: Asociación Nicaragüense de
Louisiana (ANDELA). General meeting.
For information call 486-1771.
April 9: Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL),
general meeting and planning for 2010.
For information call 464-4619.
April
24:
Miss
Unidad
Hispanoamericana pageant and gala
event, the “Election and Coronation of
the Queen.” This evening gala will take
place on Saturday, April 24 at 8:00 p.m.
at the Crown Plaza Ballroom in Kenner.
Dance to live music and a performance
by a special invited guest. For information
and to purchase tickets call 834-2020 or
235-3815.
I leave you with this thought “Nothing
hurts more than having to pay income tax
– unless it’s not having an income to pay
taxes on!” 
Rafael E. Saddy is public relations
officer of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL).
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be sent
to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 700640284.

Tourism

Cheerleading championship
coming again to Kenner
By SHARON SOLOMON

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!

Spring is here and that means
something exciting is in the air. One of
our ever loyal clients is coming back
to Kenner and bringing a whole lot of
cheerleaders with him. The fourth annual
CheerNational cheer championship will
be held in the Pontchartrain Center on
April 17 and 18, 2010. This upbeat
show is not one to miss.
“This year,” says David Yates,
president and chief executive officer of
CheerNation, “we’re bringing two new
groups to this competition that haven’t
ever attended this meet before. Coming
straight from the Dallas Cowboys
Cheerleading Center, a group of kids
ranging from elementary school to
high school will be competing,” David
continued. “The other group is from
Cheer Town Cheerleading in Atlanta,
Georgia. Our competition in Kenner is
the perfect way for them to experience
competing in CheerNation nationals.”

CheerNation national competitions
are managed by highly experienced
event management and cheer/dance
professionals, assuring every squad and
supporter a schedule-conscious, cuttingedge cheer and dance competition
experience. High tech production will
be standard as well, with lights, lasers
and digital sound.
Kenner welcomes them to our city
and we know they will enjoy their
stay. Ticket prices are $15 a day, with
children six and under free.
Call the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau at 464-9494 if you have
any questions. 
Sharon Solomon is the marketing
director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon
can be reached at 464-9494, via email
at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.
kennercvb.com.
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It’s a girl! It’s a boy! OMC-Kenner continues
to deliver bundles of joy
By PAOLO ZAMBITO

NICU on Jefferson Highway.
A childbirth education program is also available
and includes a childbirth/baby care class which meets
for four weeks and is followed on the fifth week by
a breastfeeding class. The breastfeeding class is
available for those who have decided to breastfeed
or for those who are looking for more information
about breastfeeding. The breastfeeding class can
be taken with or without the childbirth class series.
The program also offers a sibling class, designed for
children ages two and up, to teach them some baby
basics and help them prepare for the arrival of their
new baby brother or sister.
OMC-Kenner has also installed an infant security
system called Hugs & Kisses that helps guard against
infant abduction and transfer errors. The Hugs &
Kisses system works through two security bands,
with one placed on mom and one on baby. The “Hugs”
band is placed on the infant’s ankle at birth and if the
infant is moved into an unauthorized zone, the band
is cut or does not provide a signal, an alarm alerts the
staff. The “Hugs” band is programmed to a matching
“Kisses” wristband worn by the mother. When mom

and baby are brought together with a correct match,
a lullaby will sound. An incorrect match generates a
buzzing tone, alerting the staff. This system gives our
new moms peace of mind and one less thing to worry
about during this happy time.
Our OB/GYN staff includes Dr. Michael Cohen, Dr.
Vincent Culotta, Dr. Christine Jordan, Dr. Amy Truitt,
Dr. Alfred Wiedemann (GYN only), Dr. Michael
Wiedemann, Dr. Louise Collins, Dr. Vadim Gelman,
Dr. Cynthia Williams, Dr. Kevin Work, Dr. James
Campbell and Dr. Dave Williams. They are currently
accepting new patients and would be happy to deliver
your bundle of joy.
Welcoming a new baby is a happy time and families
can rest comfortably knowing that we are close to
home and available to provide all the services needed
for their newborns.
Please call 464-8000 to find a physician or 464-8365
to sign up for any of the classes mentioned above. 
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and has served
in this role for five years. Zambito has been at the
Kenner facility for over 19 years. Zambito, who serves
on the boards of the National Kidney Foundation of
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital
of Kenner is also a member of the Jefferson Chamber
of Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
of Louisiana.

Health

Disorders of the rotator
cuff represent a very common cause of shoulder
pain. The rotator cuff is comprised of four
tendons that cover the humeral head or “ball” of
the shoulder joint. The rotator cuff is important in
guiding the shoulder joint through its large range
of motion. Patients with rotator cuff disorders
usually report pain over the top and side of the
shoulder and side of the arm associated with use
of the arm. Shoulder pain secondary to rotator
cuff disease is common among people of various
ages and activity levels. The problem can occur
not only in professional athletes and heavy
laborers, but also in recreational athletes and
any individuals that perform repetitive overhead
activities.
Rotator cuff tears can result from a single
traumatic event or more commonly from
degenerative tendonapathy associated with age
itself. It is one of the reasons for the old saying
“over the hill at 40.” Disorders of the rotator
cuff represent a spectrum of disease from tendon
inflammation or tendonitis to partial thickness
tendon tears to full thickness tendon tears.
Rotator cuff disease is commonly associated
with “bone spurs” or bony prominences of the
acromion and acromioclavicular (AC) joint,
structures found adjacent to the rotator cuff. The
diagnosis of rotator cuff disease is made by a
careful history and physical examination, plain
radiographs (X-rays), and often an MRI scan
which provides anatomic detail of the rotator
cuff tendons.

Many treatment options are available for
patients with rotator cuff problems. Nonsurgical
treatments include modification of activities, use
of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medication,
physical therapy for strengthening, ultrasound,
iontophoresis and judicious use of subacromial
steroid injections. Many patients will respond
to these simple nonsurgical treatments.
Surgical options are reserved for patients with
persistent complaints that have been refractory
to nonsurgical management. Most patients with
rotator cuff disease can be treated with shoulder
arthroscopy which is surgery performed with
a camera and motorized instruments through
very small skin incisions. Using shoulder
arthroscopy we are able to remove inflamed
tissue, remove bone spurs from the acromion and
acromioclavicular (AC) joint, and even repair
a rotator cuff tear as an outpatient procedure.
Proper diagnosis and treatment of this common
shoulder problem requires an evaluation by your
orthopedic surgeon. 
Charles P. Murphy, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 20 years
experience. Dr. Murphy is the founding partner
of the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine.
The Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty center
dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with
focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900.

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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Rotator cuff problems a common
cause of shoulder pain
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In September of 2007, labor
and delivery services, a well
baby nursery and neonatal
intensive care unit were re-opened at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner for the first time since Hurricane
Katrina. In that short period of time, the hospital has
delivered 2,090 babies to the community of Kenner.
The OMC-Kenner labor and delivery suites, nursery
and NICU are located on the third floor of the hospital
and include fully renovated, private rooms and the
latest birthing techniques, including birthing tubs. All
new mothers and babies receive individualized care
designating one nurse for each new family.
The Level II NICU at OMC-Kenner is unique from
any other in the region because it provides 24/7 care
by neonatal nurse practitioners (NNP). Should your
baby need extra attention, an NNP is available and
able to perform nearly all of the same procedures that
neonatologists would provide. A Level II NICU is for
infants 3.3 lbs or bigger, or older than 32 weeks and
require less than 24 hours on ventilation. If an infant
requires more intensive care, Ochsner is licensed
to transport babies to Ochsner’s Level III Regional
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Trahan

(continued from page 14)

blocking. Hernandez is a pass-catcher.
Hernandez is 6’2”, 250 pounds. If he
reminds me of anyone at the pro level,
it would be Dallas Clark. He has good
speed, good hands and understands
coverage quite well. Some see him as
an H-Back type. He is a good receiving
tight end. He had 68 catches for 850
yards and five touchdowns for Florida
this past season.
With an uncapped year in 2010, you
can expect several trades to be made
prior to the draft or during the draft.
The Saints have quality depth at wide
receiver and offensive tackle to dangle
as bait, if they choose to do so.
Of all of the mock drafts out there,
the name that shows up most frequently
for the Saints with their 32nd pick is
Griffen.
When assessing the 2010 draft, you
can add a pair of players to the mix from
last year. 2009 fourth-round draft picks
Chip Vaughan and Stanley Arnoux of
Wake Forest missed all of last season
with injuries. Vaughn had surgery on
his left knee to repair a torn meniscus
while Arnoux ruptured his left Achilles
tendon during the first practice of rookie
minicamp.

Vaughn is huge – a 6’2”, 221 pound
safety. If Sharper returns, he can be
brought along slowly. Arnoux figures
in the mix at weak side linebacker, if
healthy.
The NFL is set up for the weak to get
stronger and the strong to get weaker.
Over the past decade, only the New
England Patriots, Pittsburgh Steelers
and Indianapolis Colts have sustained a
high level of excellence while winning
Super Bowls. Only the Patriots and
Steelers have won more than one Super
Bowl.
Can the New Orleans Saints join those
ranks? It will take sound personnel
decisions, smart spending and excellent
talent evaluation and procurement to do
so. The 2010 draft will go a long way in
determining their fate. 
Ken Trahan serves as sports director
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and
is president and general manager of
neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the
also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome,
and runs the Life Resources Sports
Ministry.

Ligi

(continued from page 12)

House Bill 73 – Requires forfeiture
of retirement benefits by any public
employee or elected official who is a
member of a public retirement system
and is convicted of certain state or
federal felony acts associated with his
office.
House Bill 78 – This is a cost saving
proposal that requires the departments
of health and hospitals, social services,
and education to delegate certain
hearing and adjudication functions to
the division of administrative law.
House Bill 94 – (Constitutional
amendment) Prohibits the federal
health care mandate from applying to
Louisiana citizens or employers.
House Bill 150 – This bill allows
surplus monies in the witness fee fund
for the mayor’s court of the city of
Kenner to be appropriated by Kenner
Police Department for equipment
purchase.
House Bill 414 – Authorizes the
expenditure of campaign funds by
electronic fund transfer.
House Bill 670 – This bill co-authored
with Representative Willmott would
allow the parish of Jefferson to
OHS_1693_HH-Chi_ad-Kenner Star.indd 1
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establish an inspector general.
House Bill 754 – This bill will prohibit
pay increases to persons in state
service in cases of budget deficit.
House Bill 829 – This bill amends
the current law to make intentional
poisoning of a domestic animal an
aggravated cruelty to animals offense.
House Bill 958 – This bill is an antispiking provision relative to public
employees retirement systems that
provides for limitations on average
compensation upon which a retiree’s
benefits are calculated. Basically, the
current average is based upon three
years whereas this bill would base the
average over 10 years. It would only
apply to new employees.
House Bill 1134 – Prohibits the
contractual transfer of liability in
motor carrier transportation contracts
and construction contracts.
House Bill 1179 – This is a bill
authored at the request of Governor
Jindal which provides that the Board
of Ethics can appeal (based on errors
of law) a decision of the Ethics
Adjudicatory Board adverse to it to
the First Circuit Court of Appeal. 
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Laketown Village
Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard
26 Years
Experience

TEEN GIRLS = MP3 players, MySpace, Facebook,
Instant Messages, Texting….

and Jazzercise!

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS • SPECIAL KIDS WELCOME
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 • 464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
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Kenner Jazzercise Center
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4228 Williams¶
Blvd.

 Cheryl Burke
504
464
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TTwo-time
wo-time
Champion

Dancing with the Stars

Check us out

Family Practice

Se habla español
fala-se português

Men • Women • Children
Female Care • Pap Smears
Contraception

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203 • 496-0138 or 889-4011

Buddy Up - 2 for 1
with EFT sign-up and Joining Fee
exp. 1/31/2010

NO JOINING FEE
For girls 13-20 yrs old
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Regular monthly fees
($32) apply. Not good with any other offer.
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Guardian consent needed for
girls 13-17 yrs old. Offer expires 4/30/10
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Michele Branigan
(continued from page 1)

This is the fourth mayor I will serve
under since being elected in 1996 and
I am as excited today as I was the first
day I took office and have such hope for
our future.”
Branigan received 7,455 votes, 69.15
percent of the total 10,781 votes cast,
capturing all but three of the total 37
Kenner precincts. Frame got 3,326
votes or 30.85 percent overall.
There was a 26.08 percent turnout of
the 41,344 registered voters eligible to

The Kenner City Council elected to serve from July 1,2010 to June 30, 2014 joined together with Mayor-elect Mike Yenni to celebrate victories after the polls closed on March 27,
2010. Shown are, from left to right, District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch, District 1
Councilman Greg Carroll, Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan,Yenni, District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Black, District 4 Councilman Kent Denapolis and District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn. Photo by Keith Adams Photography.

Mike Yenni

(continued from page 1)

Initially Yenni had two opponents,
former Kenner mayors Phil Capitano
and Louis Congemi until Congemi officially dropped out late in the race for
health reasons.
There are 41,344 registered voters
in Kenner. At press time, unofficial
results showed of the 11,926 votes
cast, mayor-elect Yenni received 6,745

cast a vote for the council-at-large “A”
position.
Branigan was first elected to office
as Kenner District 4 Councilwoman to
fill the unexpired council term of Louis
Congemi, who resigned from the seat
when he was elected mayor of Kenner
in 1996. She was re-elected as district
councilwoman for two full terms before
winning the council-at-large position
in 2006. Branigan is term-limited from
running for the position again. 

Joe Stagni

(continued from page 1)

The re-elected incumbent Stagni said,
“We are making tremendous progress
on infrastructure repairs, recreational
improvements and bringing economic
investment in District 2 so I am thankful
for the overwhelming vote of support
and confidence. I am blessed to have the

opportunity to continue making progress
for District 2 and the city.”
Stagni first ran for and won the District
2 Council seat in 2006. He will be termlimited from running for the position
again. 

Maria DeFrancesch

votes or 57 percent, and Capitano with
5,181 votes, garnered 43 percent of the
(continued from page 1)
votes cast. There was a 28.85 percent
voter turnout of registered voters for and chose to run a positive campaign by
running on my record of achievements.
the mayor’s election.
For a precinct accounting of the vote My constituents obviously recognized
in the Kenner mayor’s election go to how hard I have worked for them over the
www.jpclerkofcourt.us/Elections/Offi- last four years and felt I would continue
to work just as hard for them over the
cePrecinct.asp?OfficeID=528. 
next four years. I wish to thank all those
who voted for me and I will work to gain
the support of those who did not.”

Arita Bohannan, a first-time candidate,
received 45 percent of the vote, with
1,379 voters pulling the lever for her.
DeFrancesch was elected to her first
political office, the District 4 seat, in
2006, and will be term-limited from
running for that post again. 

Kent Denapolis

(continued from page 1)

progress we have had in our district’s
infrastructure on sewage and drainage
with the added benefits on quality
of life issues such as beautification
and recreation. I thank them for the
opportunity to continue the progress.”

Brian Brennan, in his first appearance
as a candidate, had 1,259 votes for 41
percent of the total vote.
Since this will be his second term as
District 5 Councilman, Denapolis will
be term-limited from running again. 

Martin

(continued from page 25)

24-hour electricAl service
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FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby
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SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
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Next, set the mood. Let your
prospective buyers picture your home as
their own. Rearrange the furniture so that
rooms look more spacious or consider
removing furniture and accessories.
Lighting is also important in creating
a desirable atmosphere. Bright lights
provide a cheerful environment and
make a small space appear larger. Pull
back all the drapes and open the blinds.
Turn on all the lights. Make sure all light
sockets have fresh bulbs. Use softer
lights for rooms in which you want a
warm, cozy feeling.
Don’t forget little touches such as
fresh flowers, lighted candles in the
bathrooms, new logs in the fireplace or a
bowl of fresh fruit on the kitchen counter.
You may even want to set your diningroom table with color-coordinated table

settings.
Home buying is steeped in emotion.
Sellers shouldn’t rely on buyers to use
their imagination; they must capture
buyers’ imagination. Remember that
buyers may see seven or eight homes in
a single day. The most memorable home
will be the one that seemed the brightest,
the most spacious and the most cheerful.

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed
in Louisiana, can be reached at 4436464 or at her office located at 4140
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA,
USA. Prudential Gardner Realtors is
an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial
company. Visit the Prudential website at
www.prudentialgardner.com.
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Willmott

Martiny

House Bill 264 – Adds respiratory
therapists to the Medical Malpractice
Act and clarifies certain other
professions that have been previously
added. It brings these professions
within the liability protection of the
act and joins them with numerous
others that are already a part of the
act.

Senate Bill 67 – This bill was introduced to deal with the
problem of illegal aliens being hired by Louisiana employers,
taking those jobs away from Louisiana citizens. The bill
requires employers to make use of the E-verify system in
hiring new employees, which the federal government created.
Employers can, free of charge, have the names of prospective
employees run through the system to determine if they are
legally in the United States.

had been fired from a local police agency for insurance fraud
was impersonating a police officer in his private investigation
business.

Senate Bill 206 – Clears up a loophole in state law that
allows retired police officers with criminal convictions to
obtain “Retired Police Officer” vanity license plates. This
problem was exposed by the local media when an officer who

Senate Bill 606 – Clarifies the confusion in the law by
recognizing that the state can enact no laws which in any way
infringe on people’s rights to practice their religion. 

(continued from page 12)

House Bill 323 – The function of
curators and undercurators is to
serve in a legal capacity assisting
people who are acknowledged by
the courts to be interdicts, those
disabled and incapable of taking
care of themselves or their estates.
Under current law, many people are
reluctant to serve as curators and
undercurators due to exposure of
liability. This law will help to limit
liability for those who serve without
compensation.
Provides a limitation of liability for
curators and undercurators.
House Bill 343 – The current
law allows registered nurses
to administer anesthetic doses
through
“epidural”
catheters.
Approximately two years ago, a new
type of catheter came into existence
called the “perineural” catheter.
This legislation seeks to allow RNs
to have the same authority with the
new catheters.

(continued from page 12)

Save big on these
do-it-all phones.
Samsung IntensityTM

Samsung Smooth

> Camera with night
shot
> Slide-out QWERTY
keyboard
> V CAST music ready

House Bill 361 – Creates the crime
of battery of a health care provider.
This legislation is aimed at making
the environment for health care
workers free from violence.

FREE

Samsung Intensity : $50.00 2-yr
price - $50.00 mail-in rebate debit
card. Requires a new 2-yr. activation
on Nationwide plan.

Samsung SmoothTM: $FREE 2-yr price.
Requires a new 2-yr. activation on
Nationwide plan.

TM

House Bill 670 – This bill coauthored with Representative Ligi
would allow the parish of Jefferson
to establish an inspector general.

SAVE 25%

House Bill 976 – Provides for certain
modifications to the New Orleans
International Airport Sales Tax
District as requested by resolution
of the Kenner City Council.

TM

> Camera with night
shot
> VZ NavigatorSM capable
> Bluetooth® headset
ready

FREE

House Bill 504 – Requires staff at
safe haven sites to become familiar
with the state’s safe haven laws. The
information will be available on the
Internet at the Department of Social
Services website.

House Bill 1046 – Allows nurse
practitioners to have the same
authority as physicians to provide health
care to minors, in specific instances,
without the consent of the minor’s
spouse, parent, or guardian. 

Senate Bill 352, 459 & 496 – Filed at the request of the New
Orleans Saints to clarify Louisiana laws relating to workers
compensation claims by professional athletes employed by a
Louisiana employer.

Wireless City, Inc.
Retailer
| Authorized
Premium Retailer

4041 Williams Blvd
B7
Kenner, La 70065
504-466-8488

Buy any accessory and save big!
save 25% on all of our accessories
Void if copied or transferred. Cash redemption value 1/100th of $0.01. Any use of this coupon other than as
provided constitutes fraud.

1201 Jefferson Hwy
Jefferson, La 70121
504-267-0501

4511 Magazine st
New orleans, La 70115
504-309-7805

SWITCH TO AMERICA'S LARGEST AND MOST RELIABLE WIRELESS NETWORK
Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 14.1% of interstate & int'l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 92¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); government taxes & our surcharges could add 5%-37% to
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devices) & other charges. Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. Device capabilities: Add'l charges & conditions apply. In CA: Sales tax based on full retail price of phone. $35 restocking fee
may apply to device exchanges. Limited-time offer. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks. & expires in 12 months. Network details & coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. © 2010 Verizon Wireless.
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner

468-3474
W E W ILL B EAT A NYONE ’ S P RICE !

C ALL U S T ODAY !

“WE STORE IT ALL”
• 24 hour access
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillence
• onsite management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• Hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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