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I ’ve said it many times
over the past sixteen years –
the Kenner Star n ew s p a p e r
owes it existence to a love
affair. First and foremost, it is
a direct result of my love for
Kenner – where I have spent
my entire life.

I don’t think that I am
alone in how I feel about our
c i t y. In fact, many of the

Kenner Star readers that I have talked with over the years
seem to share my sentiment. There is a uniqueness here that
bonds us together with a true sense of community, whether
you live near the Mississippi River or Lake Pontchartrain or
any point in between. Every year, in September, I am
reminded of the reason why the Star was launched – to

Plans for Kenner festival at Laketown announced, set for October 27, 28

By ALLAN KATZ

When Mike Yenni first met
Ed Muniz, Yenni was a three-
year-old in his mother’s arms.
The little boy was watching his
grandfather, Kenner Mayor Joe
Yenni, toast Muniz, the captain
of the Krewe of Endymion.

The year was 1979 and, for
the only time in its history,
because of the New Orleans
police strike, Endymion
m oved out of the city and

paraded in Kenner – the largest
entertainment venue in Kenner history.

Mike Yenni claims that he actually remembers the occa-
sion, watching avidly through the eyes of a three-year-old,
as his handsome grandfather toasted the costume-bedecked
Muniz as they celebrated Endymion’s successful parade

Kenner property taxes
remain the same, city
council unanimous –
“No tax increases”

To our readers –
thank you for sixteen
wonderful years

Mayor Muniz and
CAO Yenni: A lifetime
relationship

By ALLAN KATZ

The Kenner City Council has unanimously voted to
keep property taxes at 23.93 mills for 2007, which is the
same millage the city has been collecting since 2004.

“All the members of the council share the feeling that
considering we are just two years removed from
Hurricane Katrina, the city of Kenner is in pretty good
financial shape,” said Council President Jeanne Black,
who holds one of the council’s at-large seats. “While our
city certainly has its financial challenges, our sales tax
revenues continue to be pretty solid and the future is very
bright for our community. I think I can speak for the
opinions of all the members of the council that we would
increase property taxes only if it were approved by a ref-
erendum of the voters. The consensus in our civic and
business communities right now is that no increase in

continued on page 30
continued on page 30 continued on page 30

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz has announced plans
for the “Laketown Festival, Kenner, LA,”
a major event to be held at Laketown, on
S a t u r d ay, October 27, and Sunday,

October 28, that will feature major singers
and bands, including Lonestar, Gretchen
Wilson, Cowboy Mouth, Grand Funk and
Three Dog Night.

Mayor Muniz said he hopes the event
will attract more

than 40,000 music lovers over two days at
tickets priced at about $18 per adult with
the hopes of realizing substantial revenues
that will be dedicated toward development
of the park. The mayor’s long-term goal is
to make the Laketown Festival an annual,

twice-a-year event whose proceeds will
help fund a major public recreation facili-
ty at Laketown that Muniz hopes will
include an amphitheater, a spray garden
for children, a dog park, a restaurant and a

continued on page 30

POSSIBLE FUTURE LAKETOWN IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Yenni
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NOW SHOWING!
Tuesday - Saturday at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. & 4 p.m.

Call 468-7231 For More Information

THE BIGGEST
DAM MOVIE YOU EVER SAW.

2020 Fourth Street – Rivertown – 468-7231, ext. 220
www.rivertownkenner.com

Join us aboard the Star Traveler spaceship and be part of a mis-
sion to explore all the planets in our Solar System! This light-
hearted planetarium show takes audiences on a fun filled adven-
ture while introducing basic facts about the size, temperature,
and atmosphere of each planet. But beware; the Captain may
need your help! Test your math skills as he calls upon you to cal-
culate the fuel needed for a return trip to Earth!
Running time: 35 minutes
Tues.-Sat. – 10:00 a.m.

Get up close and personal with the Gas Giants of our Solar
System! Launched in 1977, two Voyager space probes began a
two decade long journey of exploration and discovery at the
planets Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.
Narrated by Star Trek’s Patrick Stewart, this detailed planetarium show offers a recap of the mis-
sion’s accomplishments! Audiences will be treated to more than just close-up views of the planets,
but also views of moons, ring systems and atmospheric storms that were never known to exist
before “The Voyager Encounters!”
Running time: 42 minutes
Tues.-Sat. – 2:00 p.m.

FRIGHT LIGHT!
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! Back by
popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill audiences of all ages
with a medley of fun Halloween-themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections include
Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.
Running time: 50 minutes
Tues-Sat. – Noon and 3:00 p.m.

ADMISSION
Adults: $6 per show • Children/Seniors: $5 per show  

• Multi-show packages available
Children: 2-14 years • Seniors: 60 and over

For group reservations,
please contact Pat: 468-7231, ext. 222

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!
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By ALLAN KATZ

You can take the boy out of show busi-
ness, but you can’t take show business out of
the boy.

Well, actually, as long as Mayor Ed
Muniz is captain of the Krewe of Endymion,
he will be very much a part of show busi-
ness. However, his major occupation these
days is mayor of Kenner, but it should not be
a surprise to any of us that when Mayor
Muniz turned his thoughts to the full devel-
opment of Kenner’s lakefront, just as in a
1950s musical, his first thought was, “Let’s
put on a show!”

And, what a show the Kenner Festival at
Laketown will be. If the weather holds in
October, there is indeed a chance to draw
close to 50,000 paid attendees to a two-day
Kenner version of Jazz Fest. That assumes
excellent promotion, outstanding crowd and

t r a ffic control by the Kenner Po l i c e
Department and complete cooperation from
the political, civic and business sectors. And,
if all goes well, Muniz’ dream of a twice-a-
year Laketown venue becomes a possibility.

For those of us who have known him for
a long time, all of this is classic Muniz. He
is a very impatient Type A personality who
isn’t really happy except when he’s going
full blast. It will seem there are 100,000
details to be overseen if the Kenner Festival
is to be a success and Muniz will have them
all on a list. Typical of Muniz, he has put
together an excellent team to work on this
and they will all be exhausted when it’s over.

It is no secret that since being elected
mayor, Muniz has been impatient with the
status of both Laketown and Rivertown.
Neither has begun to approach its potential,
in large part because there are no available
funds dedicated to the development of
either. Laketown and Rivertown were origi-
n a l ly created by former Mayor A a r o n
Broussard and had the support of both for-
mer Mayor Louis Congemi and Phil
Capitano. But none of these former mayors
were able to think of a way to fund major
d evelopments either at Lake t own on

R ive rt own. Muniz’ i n i t i a t ive is the fi r s t
effort outside of the usual forms of city
budgeting to underwrite a tremendous pub-
lic facility on the lakefront.

To put it another way, the Ke n n e r
Festival at Laketown is Muniz’ original idea
to generate the monies that will be required
if Laketown is ever to be a fully-developed
venue on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain.
The mayor’s dream for Laketown includes
an amphitheater, a restaurant, gardens, a
nature trail, an environmental center, a
recreational spray park, a dog park, a
carousel, a small swim beach and a small
promenade. Muniz is hopeful a hotel and
other supporting shops and boutique busi-
nesses would eventually be developed on
adjacent private properties by priva t e
investors.

It will be interesting to see what the pub-
lic response in Kenner is to all of this.
Muniz’ vision is very positive and growth-
minded. He has shaped the Kenner Festival
at Laketown so that it is funded by grants
and run by a non-profit 501C3 foundation.
But, there may be Kenner residents who will
think it is all too grandiose and involves too
many traffic and crowd control problems. If

so, you can be sure they will be heard from.
Back when Muniz in the 1970s first

envisioned Endymion as a super-krewe put-
ting on a huge display of super-floats and
legions of riders, there were critics who said
it was all too much and an unacceptable
departure from the classic parades put on by
Momus and Comus. But, with the success of
Endymion, the critics faded away and today
can mostly be found in corners mumbling in
their drinks about how wonderful Mardi
Gras used to be before Bacchus and
Endymion came along and changed every-
thing.

The chances are that Muniz’ first term as
mayor of Kenner may be judged more than
anything else by how successful Laketown’s
Kenner Festival turns out to be. Some might
say that Muniz is taking a huge chance to
stake his place in Kenner history on a music
festival. But they would be wrong. Muniz is
absolutely fearless when it comes to adven-
tures like this one. The mayor is an irrepress-
ible force of nature when he gets going on a
project that has seized his imagination. The
Kenner Festival is Ed Muniz’ newest baby
and he will put all his energy, passion and
enthusiasm into making it a big success. H

By JEFF CROUERE

In Louisiana, two of our favorite pas-
times are Mardi Gras and politics. Both of
these diversions are known for being color-
ful and entertaining, and serve to divert the
masses from the dangers that surround us
in the Pelican State, such as the constant
threat of hurricanes. Whereas Mardi Gras is
famous for a wide assortment of balls and
parades that amuse the populace during
carnival season, politics in our state is
known for the variety of ways that politi-
cians entertain the voters. Unfortunately, all
too often, the entertainment revo l ve s
around corruption and embarrassing behav-
ior.

It seems that every few days there is a
new revelation about political corruption or
a disgraced politician. For example, in
June, Congressman Bill Jefferson (D-New
Orleans) was hit with a 16-count indict-
ment on charges including bribery, racket-
eering and money laundering. In July, U.S.
Senator David Vitter (R-LA) admitted
involvement with the D.C. Madam and will
likely be called as a witness in her upcom-
ing federal trial. Vitter was also identified

by Jeanette Maier, the Canal Street Madam,
as a customer, a charge he denies. However,
the embarrassments are not confined to the
s t a t e ’s congressional delegation, for in
August federal prosecutors announced that
guilty pleas were secured in corruption
investigations at the local, state and federal
levels.

The longest serving member of the
New Orleans City Council, at-large repre-
sentative Oliver Thomas, pleaded guilty to
bribery and admitted taking $19,000 in
payments from a parking lot vendor and an
associate in exchange for his influence
involving a lucrative city contract. Thomas
is cooperating with federal authorities and
as he divulges more information about
local political corruption, it is quite possi-
ble that more politicians will become
ensnared in this criminal case. As more cor-
rupt politicians are identified, it will help
clean up the rotten political scene, which is
certainly a positive development. However,
in the long recovery process, the image of
the state will continue to suffer.

Several weeks ago, former Louisiana
Film Commissioner, Mark Smith, who was
r e s p o n s i ble for bringing in leg i t i m a t e
moviemaking to our state, instead, admitted
to pocketing $65,000 in bribes and showing
favoritism toward one particular company
that handled the movie tax credits. Also in
August, federal prosecutors announced that
a former Army Corps of Engineers contrac-
tor agreed to plead guilty to seeking

$300,000 in bribe money from a subcon-
tractor seeking business from the $16 mil-
lion west bank levee reconstruction project.

As this string of recent corru p t i o n
clearly indicates, no other state has so many
prominent government and political figures
in trouble with the law. The lawbreakers are
not confined to one area, it is a statewide
epidemic. The former gove rnor of
Louisiana is still in jail serving a ten year
sentence; the former elections commission-
er was convicted of crimes including
money laundering; three insurance com-
missioners in a row were sent to jail; the
agriculture commissioner has been indicted
on bribery charges and the former president
of the state Senate is still in jail on charges
including insurance fraud and money laun-
dering. In addition, numerous state legisla-
tors have been sent to jail on a variety of
c h a rges, including former gubern a t o r i a l
candidate and KKK leader David Duke on
tax fraud charges.

In Jefferson Parish, the “Wrinkled
Robe” investigation netted the conviction
of two district court judges. In New
Orleans, an investigation into the activities
of the Orleans Parish School Board result-
ed in several convictions, including former
board President Ellenese Brooks-Simms
who pleaded guilty to accepting $100,000
in bribes from a consultant working for a
vendor. The consultant was reported to be
none other than Mose Jefferson, the

It is a carnival of corruption in Louisiana

Kenner Festival at Laketown will be a really big Ed Muniz production
From the EditorH H

Political ReviewH H
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ronmental center.
While the talented people in city Planning

Department have come up with conceptual drawings of
a Kenner Laketown Park and mixed uses for eventual
development of private land adjacent to city-owned
land next to Pontchartrain Center and private land adja-
cent to the gaming boat parking lot on the east side of
Williams Boulevard, a source of funds is needed to pay
for architectural and engineering plans and actual con-
struction.

I look at what mid-sized cities in Alabama, Florida,
Texas and California have achieved along these lines,
and I say “Yes, Kenner can do that.”

I also look at the success that similar cities here and
elsewhere have had producing music concerts – includ-
ing our own inaugural Music in the Park concerts in
Rivertown’s Heritage Park this past spring – and I say,
“Kenner can definitely do that.”

The popularity of spring and fall music festivals in
this area continues to grow; and it’s apparent that our
city can successfully host the kind of music festival at
Laketown that will attract paying customers from this
area and several states away and make enough money
to put aside for park planning, design, infrastructure
and construction.

To that end, a private non-profit corporation of
civic and business leaders was formed to undertake the
Laketown Park project, schedule the festival concerts,
book appropriate music acts, market the event to the
public and oversee the monies generated by tickets,
sponsorships and product sales at the event to make

sure design and construction can be accomplished.
Along the way, the music festival will serve as an

engine for economic development, create Laketown
Park as an annual tourist destination and provide our
citizens with an attractive, first-class recreation facility
for the entire family.

When I was a parish councilman, I supported bold
steps to create LaSalle Park on Airline Drive. That park
is now the home of the New Orleans Zephyrs Triple A
Baseball team, a multi-field amateur baseball complex,
soccer fields, a walking path, the New Orleans Saints
football training facility and a soon-to-open performing
arts center. Families have returned in droves to the site.
The positive economic development impact has been
dramatic and has spurred redevelopment all along
Airline Drive.

An attractive, first-class shore-side park with fami-
ly-oriented facilities is sure to spur compatible first-
class residential and boutique-type commercial devel-
opment, landscaped parking areas, sports venues for
volleyball and bicycling competitions and more activi-
ties for families and visitors.

The inaugural “Laketown Festival” is scheduled for
the weekend before Halloween. The mix of music acts
is sure to please just about everyone. To make it more
attractive to families, there will be special ticket dis-
counts for seniors and children accompanied by their
parents. I hope to see you there. It will be great for our
city. H

Mayor Muniz can be reached at 468-7240.

Big party to pay for Laketown Park
GovernmentH H

By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor

For more than a decade city officials have looked for ways to
expand this city’s lakefront into an entertainment venue for a broad
range of family-oriented activities.

For many years, the only thing at the northern end of Williams
Boulevard was a boat launch – no breakwater or harbor, just a
divided concrete ramp that became treacherous when a minor
squall erupted in the lake.

Since those days, however, Kenner has been blessed by the
development of a harbor, a fishing pier (destroyed two years ago by
Hurricane Katrina but scheduled to be rebuilt soon) and picnic
spots, the arrival of the Treasure Chest riverboat casino, and, just
inside the lake levee, construction of the city’s Pontchartrain
Center. More recently a hotel was built next to the convention cen-
ter.

But everyone knows those 80 acres of beautiful lakefront across
from the Pontchartrain Center can be turned into another of this
city’s jewels – a great place for our citizens and their families to
enjoy more of the quality of life Kenner has to offer.

I think we have found the key to making that happen with the
creation of a modern attractive festival park with a natural
amphitheater and other performance venues, landscaped knolls and
a promenade, spray garden, a small beach, nature trail and an envi-

By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Nothing is more devas-
tating for a family than the
disappearance of a young
child. Many abductions
can be prevented if parents
follow several strategies to
protect their children and
teach them to use careful
judgment. Please rev i ew
the following information
and make sure your child

knows what to do if confronted by a stranger.
We teach our children to respect figures of authority,

and we should continue to do so. However, explain to
your children that sometimes adults are dishonest and
warn them to be suspicious of any strangers or adults
with whom they are less familiar. Dangerous strangers do
not always look menacing or evil.

Child abductors have several deceitful schemes to
lure children away with them. Tell your children to run in
the opposite direction from any adults who are on foot or
in vehicles and offer them gifts, ask them to look for a
lost pet, ask for directions or ask them to come with them
immediately because their mother or father is hurt. Some
predators even pose as talent agents and offer to take a
child’s picture for modeling, acting and beauty contests.
Teach your child to seek out help from an adult with kids
if a police officer is not nearby.

Parents should not put their children’s name on cloth-
ing, hats or schoolbags, because children might trust
adults who somehow know their names, even if they are

strangers. Establish a “Secret Code Word” and teach your
children not to go with a stranger, for any reason, who
does not use the secret word.

Always maintain a current photo of your child and
know their current height and weight. Make sure your
children know their full name, complete address, home
phone number and how to dial 9-1-1 in case of an emer-
gency. Tell your children that in an emergency, 9-1-1 can
be called from any phone without using money.

At home, teach your children never to leave the yard
without your permission. Tell your children not to play
and take shortcuts in deserted places, such as wooded
areas and vacant lots. Very small children should play
only in the backyard or in a supervised area. When home
alone, have your kids tell callers that their parents are
busy and have them take a message.

Furthermore, supervise what your children do on the
Internet. Know which websites they visit and remind
them not to give out any information via the computer
without your permission. Beware of chat rooms, where
computer predators can obtain information from an
impressionable child, and set parental blocks to prevent
your children from visiting inappropriate websites.

Often times, the threat of a crime seems far removed
from our daily lives. But every time a child is abducted
in this country, it is a painful reminder of the precautions
we must take to keep our children safe. Remember, your
kids remain safe when they know how to act when con-
fronted by a stranger. I urge you to share this information
with them. H

Chief Caraway can be reached by email at kpd@ken-
ner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.

Abduction awareness
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Rules for trash and garbage pickup
By KEITH CHIRO
Kenner Code Enforcement Director

One of the
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
of the Inspec-
tion and Code
E n f o r c e m e n t
D e p a rtment is
to enforce litter
o r d i n a n c e s .
These ordi-
nances are
intended to

keep our roadways and medians clean, as
well as neighborhoods and commercial
developments. Enforcement of these ordi-
nances is often difficult, as the violator is
rarely caught red-handed. Many times an
innocent property owner will bear the bur-
den of enforcement action and clean up
when someone illegally discards litter on
their property. However, on many occasions
Code Enforcement Officers have deter-
mined the origin of the litter by identifying
names and addresses listed on envelopes
and stationery contained within the pile of
litter. Code Enforcement Officers also rou-
tinely remove signs from utility poles and
medians and cite repeat offenders when nec-
essary.

The contract the city recently signed
with Ramelli Waste, L.L.C. will continue to
allow our citizens to use roll-out trash carts,
which have proven to be a beneficial asset in
our fight to control litter problems. This has
eliminated the use of unsightly garbage cans
and plastic bags, which often would get
knocked over or torn open by stray dogs and
cats. These large containers are capable of
holding 250 pounds of garbage and virtual-
ly eliminate the necessity of an additional
can. It is important to remember that trash
should not overflow when placed in the con-
tainer and the lid should always be able to be
closed. This prevents damage to the con-
tainer and keeps garbage from falling out of
the container into the street when being
emptied.

Trash collection (waste not able to fit in
the cart) always takes place on the second
collection day of the week. The types of
items eligible for pick-up include building
materials such as concrete, wood, sheetrock,
metal, carpet, pipe, flooring and roofing
materials. The intent is to allow homeown-
ers doing minor repairs or simple remodel-

ing such as installing new flooring, mill-
work or vinyl siding to be able to dispose of
their waste. These types of repairs or remod-
eling do not require a building permit. It is
important to note that materials put curbside
by a contractor or property owner generated
from new construction, repair, remodeling
or demolition of a residential establishment
are not eligible for pickup when such work
requires a building permit, even if a permit
was for whatever reason not obtained.

When eligible construction debris is put
out for pick up, items such as lumber, metal
items and pipe should be no longer than of
six feet. Sheetrock should be placed in
heavy-duty plastic yard bags or cardboard
boxes, which would greatly assist Ramelli’s
crews in loading and providing you, the
homeowner, a much neater clean up. Carpet
should be rolled and stacked. Roofing mate-
rials such as shingles should be placed in
b oxes to prevent spilling and breaking.
When discarding fence poles, fence posts
and basketball goal posts, every attempt
should be made to remove concrete from the
ends.

Bulky waste items not in containers that
are eligible for pick up include tree limbs,
concrete, tires, tree trunks and furniture.
Tree limbs cannot be greater than four feet
in length and twenty-four inches in diame-
ter. Tree trunks cannot be in excess of sev-
enty-five pounds and tires cannot be in
excess of forty pounds. Concrete pieces
cannot be larger than six inches by six inch-
es and cannot weigh more than seventy-five
pounds. Tree limbs and wood waste must be
neatly stacked or bundled.

White goods such as refrigerators,
ranges, water heaters and similar appliances
are also eligible for pick up. It is requested
that whenever items such as white goods
and furniture are placed curbside that you
notify Ramelli Waste several days prior to
the collection day. The telephone number to
contact Ramelli Waste is 482-2040.

If you would like to report a litter prob-
lem on public or private property, please
feel free to call our Inspection and Code
Enforcement complaint line at 468-4069.

If all homeowners make a concerted
effort to place curbside trash and debris in
the ways described above, it will enhance
Ramelli’s ability to pick up these items in an
efficient and professional manner so we will
have cleaner neighborhoods and a more
attractive looking city. H

GovernmentH H

2401 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Kenner
466-5856

Why Choose Us? Visit our website w w w. c d a d a n c e . c o m

Register Now!
CDA

Dance
Center

CDA
Dance
Center

Dance Classes for All Ages
Preschool, Parent/Child, Ballet, Tap,

Jazz, Hip Hop, and more…

BIRTHDAY PARTIES, CHEER CLUB

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER STHR
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

455-8757

RHINO TUFF®

Protect your truck 
with the world’s 
#1 SPRAYED-ON BED LINING
• Permanently Protects Against Rust and

Corrosion

• Won’t Peel, Crack or Warp

• Outperforms All Drop-in Liners

• Great for Boats, Trailers, RV’s, Jeeps®, etc.

• Helps Keep your Gear from Sliding

• Resists Abrasion, even under Heavy Use

• Not a Paint-Like Coating… 
Sprays On up to 1/4” Thick

• All Colors Available

RHINO TUFF®

Rhino Linings of Jefferson
7145 Veterans Blvd. • Metairie

(corner of Power & Vets)

$25 OFF
Call for Quote

THEN
mention discount

NEW
OWNER!

KEITH
BELLACI

SINCE 1985
S A L O N  S PA

call for an appointment today

701 W. Esplanade Av e n u e
465-9590

Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4

ELEMENT OF RENEW
A personalized experience based upon
Aveda Elemental Nature™ philosophy

and your favorite Aveda aroma.
Your choice of Elemental Nature™

60 minute facial or 60 minute massage,
manicure, shampoo cleanse and style.

Complimentary makeup touch up
served with Aveda comforting tea.

2-1/2 hours   $115
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The mayo r ’s new Economic
D evelopment A d v i s o ry Committee in
Kenner named its slate of officers and dis-
cussed more than four dozen issues they
said are keys to a successful economic

development plan for the city, ranging from
overall cleanliness and cataloging the city’s
available commercial lands and buildings
to redevelopment with residential condos,
attracting larger events at the Pontchartrain

Center and partnering with state and feder-
al agencies that can help with economic
growth.

Committee members said they hope to
advise Mayor Ed Muniz with ways to for-
mulate a progressive plan that will guide
Kenner in presenting the city’s positive
resources in a way that will entice new
businesses and residents to locate in
Kenner and help retain successful business-
es currently in the city.

The group met July 31, 2007 at the
Pavilion in Kenner City Park. Kenner City
Council President Jeannie Black and At-
large Council Member Michele Branigan
also attended.

Muniz said he formed the advisory
group to assist him in f inding ways to
improve the quality of life in Kenner, bring
about a new sense of pride among citizens
and business owners and create a sense of
excitement about improving the city.

“The mission is to drive wealth creation
through entrepreneurship, quality jobs and
investments,” explained Muniz.

“While Kenner can be described as a
suburban community with the feel of a big
city, we hope to make it a focal point and a
dining and entertainment destination in its
own right that people will want to patron-
ize. We want to make a great city better.”

The mayor said a Kenner-based eco-
nomic advisory group can better focus on
many specific issues and help him develop

a plan that will address a broad spectrum of
issues. The group is expected to meet again
to discuss proposed recommendations, then
preferred recommendations and then, in six
weeks, present its final recommendations.

The committee will function primarily
as a think-tank that can continue to interact
with the mayor from time to time and con-
duct fact finding and research projects on
Kenner economic development issues.

All but four of the advisory group’s 20
members met with Muniz at the Kenner
City Park Pavilion and took part in naming
preliminary issues they feel need to be
addressed to improve the quality of life in
the city.

The group chose Kenner architect and
developer Henry Shane as chairman; infor-
mation technology exe c u t ive Darry l
d’Aquin, vice chairman, and business con-
sultant Charlotte Burnell, secretary.

Other members are: banking executives
Glenn Hayes, James Hudson, Ashton Ryan
and Todd Murphy; gas utilities administra-
tor Rickey Burke; hotel executive Michael
M a rquis; retail mall exe c u t ive Desiree
Dubroc; real estate exe c u t ives Ly n d a
Nugent Smith and Frank Trapani; aviation
exe c u t ives Sean Hunter and Dav i d
Campbell; restaurateur Bryan Krantz; hos-
pital executive Paolo Zambito; physicians
D r. Myron Moorehead and Vi n i c i o
Madrigal; CPA Eddie Bernier, and multi-
business owner Syd Ali. H

Hair StylesUnlimited

Open Mon. - Sat.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

BEAUTY IS TIMELESS…AGELESS
Don’t let time and age take away your youthful beauty. Thinning hair,

loss of shine and texture are not an inevitable result of aging.
Our professionals can show you how to regain the density, body, bounce

and brilliance your hair once had.
Call today and see why we’ve been Kenner’s thinning hair experts for

30 years.
“Drew”   $101.95

20% OFF
Any Hair or Nail Service

Monday
&

Wednesday
ONLY

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.

THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION’S (KPBA)

MEETING WILL BE HELD

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2007
NEW LOCATION

RADISSON HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner

SPEAKER:
Columnist and author Chris Rose

Reservations by noon on August 17, 2007

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at noon.

K E N N E R
Professional Business

Association
Founded in 1985

A Community Based
Networking Organization

For Men and Women

www.kpba.biz
Info: 962-3930

Kenner economic group formed by Mayor Muniz
GovernmentH H

October race qualifying begins
On September 4-6, both incumbents

and hopefuls qualified in local and
statewide races for which voters will head
to the polls on October 20.

According to the Jefferson Parish Clerk
of Court’s office, statewide positions to be
decided are governor, lieutenant governor
and attorney general. Kenner voters will
also elect state representatives in Districts
79 and 92 and a state Senator from District
10 along with the Jefferson Parish positions
of clerk of court, coroner, sheriff, assessor,
parish president, District 3 and 4 council
members and two At-large council mem-
bers.

The last day to register to vote in the
upcoming elections is September 19, 2007.

For those voters wishing to submit a mail in
ballot, the time period to request one from
the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters
o ffice lasts from August 21-through
October 16. The deadline for the registrar to
receive completed mail ballots is October
19.

Early voting for the October elections
begins October 8 and ends October 13.

The run-off date for October elections
has been set for November 17.

For more information, including a list
of candidates, visit the Louisiana Secretary
of State’s website at www.sos.louisiana.gov.
The Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters’
east bank office can be reached by calling
736-6191. H

Archbishop Chapelle High School
Tenth Annual Chipmunk Classic

Golf Tournament
Sunday, September 30, 2007

Ormond Country Club & Golf Course • Destrehan
For more Informaion

Special Events Director Pam Kennedy - 467-3105 or 468-9090, Extension 120
Tournament Chairman Mike Sorenson - 455-9304



KENNER STHR SEPTEMBER 2007  9

New Orleans event seeks to
inspire city-wide day of prayer

GovernmentH H

Longtime Kenner Police Officer, Captain James
Gallagher, a 34 year veteran of the KPD, collapsed unex-
pectedly while jogging at Lafreniere Park on Tuesday,

August 28, 2007, and died
of an apparent heart attack.
G a l l a g h e r, 59, was pro-
nounced dead a short time
later at East Jeff e r s o n
General Hospital.

“This is a tremendous
loss for the police depart-
m e n t ,” said Police Chief
S t eve Caraway. “Jimmy
was a true friend wh o
served with honor and dis-
tinction for over three
decades.”

Captain Gallagher started his career with the KPD
in 1973 following a tour of duty with the U.S. Navy. He
was assigned to security detail at the New Orleans
International Airport and then served in the patrol divi-
sion.

In July of 1975, he was promoted to detective, and
promoted again to sergeant in 1978. In 1987, he was
assigned as commander of the criminal inve s t i ga-
tions/narcotics division until 1996, when he was pro-
moted to lieutenant. He would later serve as com-
mander of field services.

In 2002, he was promoted to the rank of captain. He
completed many investigative and management training
courses, including the prestigious FBI National
Academy. Gallagher retired in 2006, but returned to the
KPD in a civilian capacity as public information officer
and director of administrative services. He also served
as commander of the police reserve division.

Mayor Ed Muniz, on behalf of the entire city admin-
istration and the Kenner City Council, offered his deep-
est sympathies to Gallagher’s wife Sandy, a retired
Kenner Police Officer, and their families. “Our thoughts
and prayers are with them during this difficult time,”
Muniz added.

Gallagher is survived by his wife, his two sons and
three grandchildren. H

Kenner Police Captain James
Gallagher dies suddenly

The Frame Shoppe

Esplanade Mall
1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662

Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art

21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

50% OFF 25% OFF
CUSTOM
FRAMING
SERVICES

PRE-FRAMED
ART

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 9/30/07.

Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation

with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941

Fax (504) 888-8120

Put these men to work!

Home Repairs
No job too small

Jerry Godfrey  915-4227 • 228-7384

GAVIN FENCE
Wood and chain link
Pat Gavin   220-1310

SCHNEIDER’S
WHOLESALE OUTLET

SCHNEIDER’S

YOUR PARTY STARTS WITH US!

Open To The Public • Mon. - Fri. 8am - 4pm
Paper Products • Janitorial • Catering

Baking and Concession Supplies • Institutional Foods
Close-Outs • Party Supplies • Gift Boxes

2809 N. Roberson St.
New Orleans, LA • 301-9142

(corner St. Ferdinand)

Family and locally owned and operated
We accept all Major Credit Cards & EBT

PARTY
SUPPLY DEPOT

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

On September 22, 2007, the New Orleans
Convention Center will serve as the site for the f irst
annual “The New Orleans Gathering” citywide day of
prayer.

The event, which is being organized by citizens of
New Orleans in conjunction with Texas preacher Sharon
Bolan Yerby, host of The Change radio broadcast which
airs at 10:30 a.m. weekdays on Lifesongs 89.1 FM,
seeks to gather together area residents across all denom-
inational and cultural boundaries for the purpose of
“bringing about change in the spiritual atmosphere of
this region and in the hearts of the people.”

The eight-hour day of prayer will consist of a series
of prayer initiatives focusing on city and statewide
directives and issues, including “the government, the
lost, the corrupt, the sick, the fatherless and widows.”
Various prayer leaders have been asked by event organ-
izers to each take a prayer directive for a certain amount
of time on a particular area of focus.

Participants are also asked to consider fasting dur-
ing the day.

“While we are not requiring everyone fast the whole
day, we are asking each person to fast from something.
The type of fast chosen is between the individual and
God,” one organizer said.

“This is something that New Orleans residents have
requested,” says Suzette Fitzmorris, who is helping to
promote the event. “The gathering falls on Yom Kippur,
the Day of Atonement. We believe this is no coinci-
dence. As my daughter aptly described it, New Orleans
has been ‘brought to its knees.’ We must join together

and humble ourselves before God, seeking forgiveness
individually and collectively. Then, and only then, will
He begin to restore what has been lost.”

Fi t z m o rris further noted, “One irony that wa s
recently pointed out is that this gathering will be held in
one of the two main staging areas where people waited
for days to be rescued. How fitting that we come togeth-
er in that very same convention center asking God to,
once again, rescue us by reviving our city and bringing
it back under His authority. And this is just the begin-
ning. While we look to have 10,000 people attend on
September 22, we anticipate yet another gathering serv-
ice to be held in the future at the Superdome, the other
post-Katrina staging area, at which even more people
will again unite in prayer and humble themselves before
God.”

Participants on September 22 are asked to wear
white attire (slacks and jeans are acceptable) as a sym-
bol of the Day of Atonement and purity.

For those who wish to assist with The New Orleans
Gathering, volunteer meetings are being held every
Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. at Believers Remnant
Church in Metairie at 3501 Severn Ave on the second
floor. The church phone number is 885-4004.

Donations are also being sought to defray expenses
for the event. All donations are tax deductible. Those
interested in volunteering or making a donation can
visit www.neworleansgathering.org.

For more information on The New Orleans
Gathering, call 888-708-PRAY (7729), or visit
www.neworleansgathering.org. H

Captain
James Gallagher

CommunityH H
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and swelling. The ACL is commonly injured when the
athlete is attempting to make an abrupt stop/change
direction while running or landing from a jump.
Football, basketball, soccer, tennis and volleyball fre-
quently subject an athlete to these movements which can
tear the ACL.

ACL tears usually cause enough pain and swelling to
compel the athlete to seek medical attention. Initial first
aid should include an evaluation by a skilled healthcare
professional followed by rest, ice, compression and ele-
vation (RICE). Ultimately you should see an orthopedic
surgeon, who will conduct a detailed history and physi-
cal exam, X-rays and MRI. The X-rays help to quickly
rule out bone fractures. The MRI produces more soft tis-
sue images to evaluate for additional torn ligaments or
cartilages (70 percent of the ACL tears have associated
meniscus cartilage tears). The ultimate long term result
depends greatly on the status of the cartilage injuries.

The most frequently asked question following a knee
injury is, “Will I need surgery?” The answer varies from
patient to patient. A young active patient is much more

likely to benefit from ACL reconstruction than an older
patient with underlying degeneration joint disease. The
decision to undergo ACL Reconstruction is based on the
overall risk/benefit ratio for the individual patient. Once
the ACL is torn it does not heal on its own. Your ortho-
pedic surgeon can reconstruct the ACL using grafts from
your adjacent tendons or donated allografts from a tissue
bank.

The overall success ratio for ACL surgery is good
but requires extensive rehabilitation of the knee after
surgery. Your orthopedic surgeon will prescribe the
rehab exercise based on the specifics of your injury. H

Charles P. Murphy M.D. is a board certified ortho-
pedic surgeon with over 20 years experience. Dr.
Murphy is the founding partner of the Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine. The Orthopedic Center is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete muscu-
loskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and
knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and
Metairie. For additional information call 467-5900.

HealthH H

ACL: Anterior cruciate ligament

SINCE 1978

450-1753

FREE ESTIMATES

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
Restaurants, hotels &

large commercial buildings

2003 – 8.50%    2004 – 7.94%    2005 – 6.07%
2006 – 6.34%    2007 to date 7.29%

Ronald Hampton
Retirement Planning Associates

831-2668 or Toll Free 1-800-569-2902
Member – Better Business Bureau Care Program

Restrictions apply.  LSW Policy form 7916.

ATTENTION CD AND ANNUITY OWNERS
Have your safe money returns been this good?

Interest grows tax deferred and is locked in annually.
Penalty free 10% withdrawals allowed.

If you are seeking better safe returns call me today.

By CHARLES P. MURPHY, M.D.

Athletes fear hearing an audible “pop” when their knee gives
way because it often is the tearing of the ACL (Anterior Cruciate
Ligament). The injury is usually associated with moderate pain fol-
lowed by bleeding in the knee joint which causes additional pain

By CHERYL SCHMITT

Hold a hand…give a
hug…listen…bake a
cake…write a Letter…read a
story…change a life – maybe
your own.

Hospice is a concept of
care that enables terminally
ill patients to achieve the
best possible quality of life.
The compassionate interdis-
ciplinary team includes nurs-

es, nursing assistants, social workers, chaplains, physicians
and trained volunteers.

Volunteers in hospice are an essential part of the hos-
pice philosophy of care which recognizes that dying is not
just a medical event, but a personal one. Volunteer oppor-
tunities can vary greatly. Some volunteers may have pro-
fessional skills, but most are just people who want to help
their friends and neighbors and serve the community.
Many volunteers are introduced to hospice through the
death of a family member and understand firsthand the
value of hospice care. Volunteers consistently report that
helping the terminally ill through hospice is not about
dying, but about living.

The true value of hospice volunteers cannot be meas-
ured. Hospice volunteers provide an all-important commu-
nity connection for patients and families, helping to avoid
loneliness and isolation that frequently accompany a ter-
minal illness.

Volunteers are an integral part of the hospice team who
receive training so they may work in the following areas:
Pa t i e n t / Fa m i ly Care : P r ovide companionship to the
patient and respite for the caregiver. Volunteers can help by
making friendly visits, reading to patients, writing letters,
running errands, meal preparation and light housekeeping.
However, many times the most important thing the volun-
teer offers is the gift of their presence.
Bereavement/Spiritual Volunteers: Offer support to the
families and friends of deceased patients. During the griev-
ing process, the trained bereavement volunteer can be an
invaluable resource for family members and friends.
Administrative Support: Assist hospice staff by provid-

ing clerical duties, preparing mailings or working on spe-
cial projects.
Commonly asked questions:
Do I need any special skills or education?

Volunteer work is one of the best jobs anyone can do.
It is not about how old you are, your educational back-
ground or what you have or don’t have. Hospice provides
the training you need; you provide yourself and your time.
Persons interested in volunteering must wait at least a full
year after a significant loss in order to focus on their own
healing.
Do volunteers find the work depressing?

It is not depressing, it is deeply meaningful and per-
sonally rewarding to be trusted by the patients and fami-
lies. Hospice volunteers have jobs that are full of joy and
laughter, hope and sharing. The gift of presence is the
greatest gift we can give to another.
What type of training is available?

A comprehensive training is offered for all volunteers.
The number of classes you attend is determined by your
choice of volunteer opportunities. To provide you with the
necessary understanding and skills, the training course
includes the following subjects:

An overview of hospice and palliative philosophies
and a brief history of hospice and palliative care;

The volunteer's role, patient confidentiality, and volun-
teer requirements;

How to provide support to patient and families;
The emotional, spiritual and cultural issues relating to

death and dying;
Effective listening and communication skills;
How to care for yourselves while caring for others;
Coping with grief and bereavement.
If you are interested in giving and receiving the gift of

volunteering for hospice, please contact a hospice compa-
ny in your area. H

Cheryl Schmitt is the volunteer coordinator and
hospice services consultant for Hospice Care of
Louisiana with over 10 years of experience in educating
healthcare professionals and the community on the ben-
efits of hospice services. For more information on vol-
unteering for hospice or on hospice care, contact
Hospice Care of Louisiana at 834-1655.

Volunteering in hospice
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IRA secrets – continued

By RONALD HAMPTON

Those who regularly read this column
will recall that last month we wrote about
the investment potential of a true, self
directed IRA. We included inform a t i o n
about setting up a Limited Liability
Corporation (LLC) owned by the IRA and
promised more information this month
about how to use this “Super IRA”.

We can now look at some of the ways to
exploit our Super IRA but must first look at
investments that are prohibited. One is life
insurance, since it already has tax benefits.

Another is collectibles. You cannot col-
lect works of art, stamps, coins, antiques or
any other asset defined as a collectible. Any
IRA money used to buy these items will be
considered a taxable distribution subject to
ordinary income tax.

In addition, you cannot engage in a pro-

hibited transaction with a related party; no
loans, leases or other use of the IRA
income or assets with relatives or business
related parties. This is a very broad defini-
tion, so one must be sure to check with the
custodian before investing. If a prohibited
transaction is made, the amount spent in the
transaction is considered a distribution of
the IRA. Even though brothers, sisters,
nieces and nephews are certainly relatives,
doing business with them is not prohibited.
Step-children and significant others are
also OK.

Now let’s look at some things you can
do with your Super IRA that go beyond
i nvesting in stocks and mutual funds.
Suppose you have a step-child who needs
money for college. Your LLC IRA can lend
the tuition money. The step-child pays the
money back to the IRA with interest going
back into the IRA tax deferred. You can
help other loved ones this way including
brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews.

You can help someone buy a home or
other property by having your IRA write
the mortgage. That person gets the loan and

pays you mortgage payments and interest.
Your loan is secured by the mortgage and
the buyer gets a tax deduction. You can sell
real estate to your IRA. You can sell stock
to your IRA. Your IRA can loan money to a
c o rporation of which you are the sole
owner. Now your corporation is paying tax
deductible interest to your IRA. Of course,
all these transactions must be financially
sound and you may have to show that they
are beneficial to the plan and your benefi-
ciaries, but the potential benefits are cer-
tainly worth the effort.

If you feel that a truly self directed IRA
might be of benefit to you, we suggest,

once again, that you use your search engine
to find “self directed IRA” and look for a
qualified custodian. H

Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulev a rd in
Metairie. Hampton is a Certified Retirement
Financial Advisor™ and author of
“Retirement Land Mines and How to Avoid
Them”©. He can be reached at 1-800-569-
2902 or ro n a l d g h a m p t o n @ c ox . n e t .
Hampton’s firm is a participant in the Better
Business Bureau CARE program.

KENNER
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12519 AIRLINE HWY
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836 GRAND CAILLOU RD
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PLUS MOST
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CARRIERS

by

Specializing in Wireless Post-Paid & Pre-Paid Plans,
Bill Payment, and Accessories.

Come In Today for Your FREE Rate Plan Consultation.
3 Locations To Serve You.

“Let Super Cellular put you on a plan that fits you.”

Hours: Tues & Sat. 10-6 • Wed. - Fri. 10-7
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A

Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

15 - 50% OFF
Selected Summer Items
Long Gowns  50 - 75% OFF

Retirement & InvestingH H

By ALLAN KATZ

O fficials at the Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner have announced that they
will open a new, state-of-the-art obstetrics
unit that will be known as the Maternal
Child Services Center.

“Our obstetrics facility has been closed
since Hurricane Katrina, so this is a great
event for the families of Kenner and the
region,” said Jennifer Woods, an RN who
will be in charge of the Maternal Child
Services Center. “This new unit includes
every up-to-date technological advance in
the delivery of healthy babies as well a
level of service for our patients that is
unprecedented in the region.”

Technical advances offered at the unit
include the latest in ultrasound technology.
“In addition, we have recruited a superb,
h i g h ly - experienced group of obstetrics
nurses,” said Woods. “One of our innova-
tions is that each patient will be assigned a
specific nurse who will be at her side
through the delivery and the stay of the

infant in the nursery until the day the
patient and baby head for home.”

Woods said two neo-natologists will be
staffing the OMC-Kenner Maternal Child
S e rvices Center. Other services will
include 12 post-partum rooms and five
labor delivery recovery rooms. “We are the
only facility in the area to offer birthing
tubs to our delivering mothers,” said Wood.

“We will provide every possible service
to mothers and babies, from breast-feeding
classes to outstanding cuisine, t-shirts for
the babies, diaper bags and souvenir foot-
pads for moms to take home,” said Woods.
“We are also mindful of the wish of many
fathers to be present for the birth of their
children and have excellent facilities for
them. Our goal is to have the finest obstet-
rics services in the region. Our staff of
obstetricians is simply outstanding. Fo r
families in Kenner and in the Rive r
Parishes, our facility will be far more con-
veniently-located than any comparable hos-
pital facility in the region.” H

HealthH H

OMC-Kenner opening new, state-of-
the-art maternal child services center

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
KENNER STHR
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SportsH H

win department. As a result, LSU finds itself perched
in a favorite’s position to reach the national champi-
onship game while Tulane finds itself with a new
coach.

At LSU, Les Miles is 22-4 in two years. He has had
a pair of top ten ranked football teams. He has won two
bowl games. What he has not done is win an SEC
championship or national championship. Now, the
man that accomplished those feats is in his way, in
direct competition with LSU at Alabama. In so many
ways, Miles is caught between the proverbial rock and
a hard place. If he wins big, it is because Nick Saban
left him with great players. If he does not win big, he
is considered a bad coach who cannot win with elite
players.

Miles has done a solid job at LSU. He has a new
offensive coordinator in Gary Crowton who brings
outstanding credentials to the table. This will be the
last year of the influential remnants of the Saban
regime. The schedule sets up well for LSU. Starting on
the road at Mississippi State is no picnic but they
should prevail. A home date with top ten Virginia Tech
will be a defining moment for one of those teams in
the national championship picture. LSU will be
favored at home. Home games against South Carolina,
Florida, Auburn and Arkansas will largely define the
Tigers season. Of course, there are difficult road
games at Kentucky, Alabama and Ole Miss. By the
way, the Tigers face Tulane at the Superdome on
September 29. Unfortunately, there are still many tick-
ets available at press time.

Matt Flynn has waited patiently for his opportuni-
ty behind Jamarcus Russell. His time has come. This is
his team. He appears poised to do a solid job in lead-
ing this offense. He has four capable running backs
with Jacob Hester, Keiland Williams, Charles Scott,
and Richard Murphy. Shawn Jordan returns as a good
blocking fullback. The wide receiving corps has a
potential superstar in Early Doucet while Brandon
LaFell showed signs of breaking out a year ago. Speed
demon Trindon Holliday will get his touches and soph-
omore Jared Mitchell if squarely in the mix. So, too, is
freshman Terrance Tolliver, a great target at 6’5”. John
Ehret’s Chris Mitchell and East St. John’s Ricky Dixon
are competing for playing time, along with Demetrius
Byrd and freshman R.J. Gillen.

Tight end remains a concern with Richard Dickson
figuring to get the nod over Keith Zinger and Mit Cole.
The biggest concern remains the off e n s ive line.
Injuries have taken their toll on Will Arnold, who does
not figure prominently in plans due to the injuries.
Ciron Black, big Herman Johnson and center Brett
Helms are key starters while Carnell Stewart of John
Curtis moves from defense to offensive line to start.
Depth is a problem with a host of freshman in the two-
deep scenario.

D e f e n s ive ly, the Tigers are loaded with talent
which will give them a chance to win every game. Up
front, Glenn Dorsey and Tyson Jackson may be the
best tandem in the country. West Jefferson’s Marlon
Favorite, Al Woods, Charles Alexander, St. Augustine’s
Rahim Alem, and East St. John’s Kirston Pittman are
all solid. The linebacking corps has three returning
starters in Ali Highsmith, Darry Beckwith, and Luke
Sanders. Jacob Cutrera is a quality reserve. In the sec-
ondary, Rummel’s Craig Steltz finally gets a shot as a
s t a rter while Danny McCray, Curtis Taylor of
Franklinton and true freshman Chad Jones all look
good. At cornerback, Jonathan Zenon and Chevis

Jackson are seniors while Destrehan’s Jai Eugene and
Chris Hawkins should figure in the mix. Colt David
returns as the place kicker while punter senior Patrick
Fisher is being counted on to handle those duties. I see
LSU going 11-1 and playing for the SEC champi-
onship. With their strength of schedule, I can see them
playing in New Orleans for the national championship
if they can avoid key injuries, especially on offense.

It is a new day at Tulane where Bob Toledo has
brought a can-do attitude and a wealth of experience as
a winning division one experience to provide hope for
long-suffering Green Wave loyalists. The coaching
staff is almost entirely new with the exception of Greg
Davis, Jr. The schedule is favorable with seven home
games, including four in a row to start the season.
Anything less than a 2-2 start could signal a long sea-
son. Of course, Mississippi State, Houston and LSU
are all difficult opponents while SLU should produce
a Tulane win. A three-game midseason road trip will
be tough before another three-game home stand
ensues. Tulane closes out on the road in conference
play at Rice and East Carolina.

Offensively, Scott Elliott has good leadership skills
which have earned him the starting quarterback posi-
tion but huge freshman Kevin Moore and athletic
sophomore Anthony Scelfo of Jesuit should both see
action. The Tulane offense will live and die with the
running of Matt Forte. The Slidell senior seems all the
way back from last year’s injury that stopped a good
season. He is like ly heading for the NFL. Ray
Boudreaux and Ade Tuyo are experienced and capable
reserves. There are many wide receivers to choose
from, including Kenny Guidroz of Port Sulphur, Brian
King of Slidell, Chris Dunn, Destrehan’s Fred Smith,
J e r e my Williams, Michael Batiste and Casey
Robottom of St. Charles Catholic. The offensive line
has been shuffled around with Rummel’s Troy Kropog
and Michael Parenton switching positions and with a
pair of new tackles. Justin Kessler, Tyler Helm and
Antoine Duplessis of Holy Cross are the tight ends.

Defensively, the down linemen and the secondary
are very solid. Avery Williams, Antonio Harris and
Frank Morton bring experience and size to the mix.
The linebackers must step up but the defensive backs
are quite good, led by Joe Goosby, David Skeehan,
Carlis Jackson, Josh Lumar and Chino Echebelem.
Ross Thevenot looks to be much improved as a kicker
while Darren deRochemont is being counted on as a
punter.

Toledo has brought a fresh perspective to Tulane,
going after in-state athletes with a vengeance. He will
at least make the ask of blue-chip athletes, allowing
them to say no. With a breakthrough or two, more top
players could follow. In assessing Tulane’s situation, a
five-win season would seem to be realistic. Six wins
would reveal significant progress. Tulane seems to be
in good hands with a more promising future while
LSU would seem to be poised to return to a shot at a
third national championship. Such are the expectations
of these two vastly different programs. H

Ken Trahan serves as sports director at Biz Radio
990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Kenner’s Rivertown and serves as an information spe-
cialist for the Jefferson Parish Recreation Department.

LSU and Tulane have different expectations

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA  70065
(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment

Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

Window Screens Made & Installed

PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS

• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
• Replacement 

Windows
• Gutters

• Patio Covers
• Glass Rooms
• Room Additions
• Screened Rooms
• Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

®

455-0100

WANT A GREAT DEAL?
We’re Looking for Buyers. CALL NOW!

LORI
PIGEON

HOWCOTT
Realtor/Consultant
(504) 338-4965

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY

Realtor/Consultant
(504) 909-8765

NEW PRICE:
4809 Neyrey (Metairie) - $253,000
LISTINGS
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000
2115 Delaware (Kenner) - $65,000

(Vacant Land)
175 Avant Garde (Kenner) - $138,500

(Condo)
2606 Idaho Ave. (Kenner) - $169,000
501 Metairie Lawn - $215,000
FOR LEASE:
2436 Idaho (Kenner) - $800
28 East Nouveau (Kenner) - $2,000

(Merlot Court)
2724 Metairie Heights (Metairie) - $1800

By KEN TRAHAN

It has been a tale of two programs over the past several years
for LSU and Tulane, respectively. While LSU’s stock, results,
and expectations have soared, Tulane has experienced a slow but
sure downward spiral that has seen diminishing returns in the
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By SEAN C. HUNTER

When you hear the words – aviation
career, one usually equates the term with
flying aircraft. Though this is true, the
occupation possibilities in the av i a t i o n
industry are many and varied. Last month,
I had the pleasure of speaking to local high
school students who were participating in
the Louisiana Dream Flight about the many
opportunities in aviation on the ground.

Dream Flights are designed to provide
exposure to the aviation industry for youth.
In mid-August, Continental A i r l i n e s ,
ExpressJet, the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey and the Organization of
Black Airline Pilots, Inc. (OBAP) flew 20
students and their chaperones to the OBAP
31st Annual Convention Youth Day
Program and Luncheon at Houston’s Hilton
Americans Hotel. The event provided edu-
cation for the young students and gave
them an introduction to aviation heroes.
Appearances by aviation stars included 23-
year-old Barrington Irving, the first and

only African American to fly solo around
the world; 14-year-old Jonathan Strickland,
the youngest person to solo both a helicop-
ter and airplane on the same day; Verniece
Armor, the first African American female
helicopter pilot; NASA Mission Specialist
Joan Higginbotham and former NA S A
Astronaut, Dr. Bernard Harris. The New
Orleans leg of the flight was coordinated
with Continental A i r l i n e s ’ Captain Leo
Sherman and First Officer Donald Turner.
The Louisiana delegation was from St.
Augustine School and John Raphael, Sr.
was their coordinator. I was happy to share
with them that opportunities in an aviation
environment are rewarding and the voca-
tion needs are varied, interesting and often
exciting.

I began my career as an air traffic con-
troller in the military and have continued
my aviation vocation in an airport environ-
ment for over 20 years. Airports are impor-
tant to the community in part because they
p r ovide jobs. A rmstrong Intern a t i o n a l
A i rp o rt directly and indirectly prov i d e s
thousands of jobs to workers from more
than nine parishes. This airport is managed
by the New Orleans Aviation Board and is
responsible for maintaining the physical
infrastructure which supports air service.
The job skills required for the many func-

tions which keep an airport running include
clerical; trade, i.e., electricians, painters,
mechanics, landscapers, etc.; and profes-
sional skills such as management, automat-
ed information systems, accounting, archi-
tecture, communications, legal, marketing,
p u blic relations and aviation operations
support to name just a few. Tenants of the
airport include airlines, food services, retail
shops, car rentals, housekeeping, parking
facilities, information services, aircraft
s u p p o rt services, ground transport a t i o n
services, baggage handling, security, etc.
Each company hires their own workers sta-
tioned at the airport. Each of these compa-
nies has a need for a myriad of job skills as
well. Also, there are a number of federal
and local government agencies who pro-
vide job opportunities at the airport. The
Tr a n s p o rtation Security A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
(TSA) employs approximately 300 people
here at Armstrong. The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) mans the air traffic
control tower and local law enforcement
and fire department personnel provide pub-
lic safety functions.

Working in an airport is never dull and
no two days are ever the same. An airport is
an action environment teeming with people
from all over the world, on a journey of
which we are a part. In addition to per-

forming a job function, airport employees
are customer service representatives. Our
goal is to make the short stay in Armstrong
International Airport as pleasant and safe
as possible.

If you would like information about job
o p p o rtunities at Louis A rmstrong New
Orleans International Airport, check out
our website, www.flymsy.com. Job listings
are often posted as well as the contact
i n f o rmation for the many vendors that
operate at the airport. Consider a career in
the aviation industry. It could be one of the
best decisions you ever make. H

Sean C. Hunter can be re a ched at
www.flymsy.com.

AirportH H

Aviation – An industry with diverse opportunity

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center of excellence dedi-
cated to providing the highest quality care for patients with injury or disease of the
musculoskeletal system. Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. and Luis
M. Espinoza, M.D. are fellowship trained and board certified orthopedic surgeons.
Their practice encompasses sports medicine, arthroscopy, joint replacement sur-
gery, fracture care, and occupational injuries with focused expertise in surgery of
the shoulder and knee. The Orthopedic Center utilizes in house physical therapists

to facilitate recovery following injury or surgery. We are pleased to announce the
addition of an extremity MRI at our Metairie office for added patient convenience.

Drs. Espinoza, Murphy, and Lyons are pleased to announce their association as
orthopedic consultants to the New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 100, Kenner  467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie  889-2663 

ORTHOPEDIC CENTER FOR SPORTS MEDICINE
Luis M. Espinoza, M.D., Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Check out the

KENNER STHR
Website for Back Issues

www.kennerstar.com
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What happens if you don’t have a will?
LawH H

By JAMES L. MELCHERS

If you die without a will, the Louisiana
laws of intestacy will determine how your
estate is distributed. These laws provide in

part that if you are single and have no chil-
dren, the ownership of your estate goes to
your brothers and sisters, but your parents
have a usufruct (usage) until their deaths. If
you are single with children (never married,
divorced or widowed), your estate passes to
your children outright.

What constitutes the estate of a married
person? Half of the community property
and all of your separate property make up
your estate. Community property is that
which you have acquired during marriage,
and separate property is that which you
owned prior to marriage, inherited or
received as a donation.

If you have no will and are married with
children, your spouse has a usufruct for life or
until remarriage, with your children being the
actual owners. Your separate property goes
directly to the children. Your spouse does not
have a usufruct over your separate property.

If you do not have a will and are married
without children, the law provides that com-
munity property passes to your spouse, but
your separate property passes to your broth-
ers and sisters with a usufruct for life in
favor of your parents.

If you are married without children and
no living parents, your community property
passes to your spouse, but your separate
property passes to your siblings outright.

As you can easily see, the protection for
the surviving spouse is very limited. Also,
children of any age become outright own-
ers, even though your child may be a minor
or legally incompetent or simply inept in
managing his or her financial affairs.

Intestacy laws operate on an “everyone
shares equally” basis. This is often not the
ideal. Some parents give more to one child
during their lifetime, because that child needs
more, but at death the parents want to equal-
ize what each child receives, so that child can
be given less – having already received a por-
tion of his inheritance. Often, one child will
take care of the remaining parent and the par-
ent wants to give that child more at her death.

Please note, the laws of intestacy make
no provisions for fiancés, girlfriends or
boyfriends. The state of Louisiana does not
recognize common-law marriage. So you
can live with someone unmarried for many,
many years, and if you don’t have a will at
your death, they are entitled to absolutely
none of your estate.
What can you do with a will?

The heart of the question is, “When you
die, do you want to make life as easy as pos-
sible for the remaining loved ones?” Do you
know anyone who wants to make life really
hard for those left behind? Of course not;
rational adults want to protect the people
they love.

There is much you can do in a will to
provide for and protect your spouse. If you
do not have forced heirs, children under the
age of 24, or a permanently disabled child
of any age, you can give your estate to any-
one you wish. You can give your spouse all

or part of your estate as you see fit. It makes
life so much easier for your spouse when
he/she inherits everything and avoids the
problems of dealing with the adult children
when the first parent dies.

If you do have forced heirs, you can give
the disposable portion of the estate in whole
or part to a surviving spouse, family mem-
bers, friends or charities. You can also make
specific bequests of cash, automobiles and
other personal property to other persons and
entities.

If you have forced heirs, you can give
the surviving spouse a usufruct for life over
the community and separate property (even
as to a forced portion) and provide that the
surviving spouse may sell, mortgage or oth-
erwise encumbrance the non-consumables
without the consent of the forced heirs.

You can provide for the surv iv i n g
spouse to have the benefit of the income
from an estate by trust, with a shifting back
of the principal (also known as corpus) to
his or her family where there are no children
or grandchildren.

Furthermore, you can establish special
needs trusts for disabled children and adults,
establish trusts for children or legatees who
need the protection of the trust or experi-
enced management, conserve estate assets
through proper tax planning and designate a
tutor or tutors for minor children. The hard-
est question for those with minor children is:
who will raise the kids? Sometimes, it’s who
don’t we want to raise the kids.

Additionally, you can specify how debts,
administrative expenses and taxes are to be
paid or allocated in your estate, name an
executor/executrix and alternates to handle
the succession and specify that a bond is not
necessary. With a will, you may opt out of the
“everyone shares equally” concept embodied
in the laws of intestacy and you can direct an
independent administration of your estate.

Furthermore, you can name an attorney
to represent the estate (optional) and addi-
t i o n a l ly designate other ex p e rts for the
estate such as investment advisors, etc. and
provide for alternative legatees where a
legatee dies. You can also provide for a lega-
tee’s survivorship requirement of up to six
months and provide for children, grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews etc. through the
use of a class trust.

There is much that can be done to pro-
tect your loved ones with a properly drafted
will, as opposed to letting the state dictate
the distribution of your estate. H

James L. Melchers is the senior attorney
at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s
primary areas of practice are estate plan-
ning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate,
corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers
can be reached at 467-1092 or visit the web-
site at www.melcherslawfirm.com. Melchers
Law Firm is now open one Saturday morning
each month.

Visit us at the Pontchartrain Center
Home & Garden Show • Booth #805 • September 21, 22, 23

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner • 466-3625

WILLIAMS SEAFOOD & PO-BOY
4041 Williams Boulevard, Suite A8

467-0010

Breaded Pork Chop
Shrimp PlatterTUESDAY SPECIAL

Breaded Pork Chop
Shrimp Platter
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How does the escrow process work?
Real EstateH H

By LINDA R. MARTIN

One of the stages of the home buying
process is “escrow.” This process begins

when the offer is accepted and ends once the
financing is approved and the buyer and
seller have fulfilled their requirements. So
how does it work?

A neutral third party agent of the princi-
pals – buyer, seller, lender and borrower – is
designated the escrow holder. In Louisiana,
this is done by a land title agency. This agent
assists with the transfer of ownership by

ensuring that the terms of the transaction are
completed, including safeguarding all funds
(including the buyer’s deposit) and docu-
ments.

The escrow holder keeps track of obliga-
tions of the seller or buyer. For example, if
the seller is required to supply a termite
inspection, the escrow holder will make sure
it is fulfilled before any funds are trans-

ferred to the seller. Findings in the termite
inspection report must be corrected on or
before the close of escrow. If the report calls
for a plumber, roofer or other contractor, the
agent will advise the seller and get authori-
zation for work to be done.

In addition, the escrow holder receives
from the title abstractor a complete owner-
ship history of the property and any liens on
record in the preliminary title report. Any
discrepancies, such as condo liens, judg-
ments, etc., against the buyer and seller,
must be clarified prior to close of escrow.

The escrow process can be any number
of days depending on what is agreed upon
between the buyer and the seller. To assure a
timely closing, it is important that each
party provide the escrow holder requested
information as soon as possible. For exam-
ple, a lender will not fund a new home with-
out a homeow n e r ’s insurance policy.
Without the lender’s verification that there is
insurance, the escrow process may be
delayed. An unsecured source of funding,
such as a personal check, can also delay the
process because it takes longer for those
types of funds to clear.

The escrow process is just one step
towards fulfilling the dream of home owner-
ship. Your real estate professional can pro-
vide more detail on the escrow process, as
well as answer other questions you may have
about home buying and selling. H

Linda R. Martin can be reached at 443-
6464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is an
independently owned and operated member
of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a
Prudential Financial company. Visit the
Prudential website at www.prudentialgard-
ner.com.

WILLIAMS SQU A R E
N O W  L E A S I N G   • R E A D Y  F O R  O C C U P A N C Y   • 2 0 1 - 3 7 5 0

• Newly constructed upscale office & retail center
• 3405 Williams Blvd. near W. Esplanade in Kenner
• Slab elevation exceeds minimum flood level

• State-of-the-art fire suppression system
• Tenants include P.J’s Coffee House, First Bank & Trust, 

Metro Rediscount

By LYNNE DIMM

Yellow and
orange are the
garden colors
people usually
enjoy over the
n ext few fa l l
months and
are best found
in marigolds
that are ve ry
c a p a ble of

withstanding this area’s September’s
extreme heat. This is the month to plant
petunias for fall, winter and spring blos-
soms. Other flowers to plant are dianthus,
snaps and dusty miller. Alyssum, flowering
kale, marigolds and begonias will likewise
make a beautifully colored fall garden.

In October, yellows and oranges are
joined by rusts, dark red and bronze wel-
coming the first hints of the season. In our
area it is not uncommon for “fall” type
weather to wait and appear after Christmas.
When planting and taking care of your
plants, you need to keep our weather condi-
tions in mind, as it is so different here than
in most parts of the United States.

Mums begin to bloom this month, with
different varieties blooming later in October
and even in November. Mums are plants

that bloom in fall and again in spring. They
must be cut back to the ground in winter.
When planting mums, choose a place that
they will be able to return and multiply each
year. Mums are especially good for garden-
ers who enjoy looking at flowers, but not
replanting them each season. Mums are
great for football corsages and for table
c e n t e rpieces for fall dinners, especially
Thanksgiving. It’s easy to grow beautiful
mums in varying colors together in a sunny
part of the yard, resulting in twice a year
blooming flowers with very little trouble.

M a ny readers have called with bu g
problems. I suggest using Malathion by
mixing two tablespoons per gallon to spray
on very wet plants. I also add fine oil when
using the mixture on citrus trees. Carefully
watch for insects and spray with Triple
Action if you are not sure which bug is
causing problems.

It is time for fall vegetable gardening to
begin. Tomatoes must be planted in time to
have 65 growing days before the first frost,
which usually is around November 21.
Peppers and eggplant should also be in the
ground before August 21. The cole crops
such as cabbage, cauliflowe r, broccoli,
greens and spinach are ready to plant.
Green bush beans and underground plants,
onions, beets and carrots are also ready to
plant now.

Trim back fig, peach, pear and nec-
tarine trees now. Spray with fruit tree spray
and fall feed into the root area of these
trees.

Some areas have received a lot of rain
and other areas have gotten none so pay
attention to your lawn and garden’s irriga-
tion needs. Deeply water your gardens and
lawns at least once a week, if not twice. And
be careful not to get overheated when work-
ing outside. Hydrate the plants and yourself
when doing September yard work. By
enjoying your outside early in the morning
you can keep cooler. H

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
N u rs e r y, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
S t reet, is a reg i s t e red and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape con-
tractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.

GardeningH H

Horticulture hints for September

PARISH AND STATE ELECTIONS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

REGISTER TO VOTE
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FaithwalkH H

By JOEY CLEVELAND

When I
joined the
Catholic Church,
I treasured my
n ew ladies’
prayer group that
met we e k ly to
share our fa i t h
j o u r n e y .
Anything said in
our prayer group

was held in the strictest of confidence, and
we were all keenly aware that a breach of
that confidentiality would seriously jeop-
ardize our ability to trust each other in the
group. I felt the Holy Spirit vibrantly alive
in every aspect of my life, encouraging me
to gr ow spiritually in areas I’d neve r
dreamed possible. I felt so bold, so confi-
dent, and yet I was completely unprepared
to handle what happened to me next.

One day an incident occurred which
led my group members to believe that
someone had betrayed the confidentiality
and trust that was paramount to our exis-
tence.

Through a process of elimination, it
was assumed that I was the guilty party. I
was not, however, no one from the group
would make eye contact with me when I’d
see them in public. These were my soul sis-
ters in the Lord! How could they suddenly
seem so distant? I was crushed, and the
next few prayer meetings were cancelled
with the explanation that the ladies’ sched-
ules were too busy.

How could I convince the prayer group
that there must be another explanation? I
telephoned a group member and told her I
hadn’t betrayed the group’s trust but I was
not successful in convincing her. I felt
defeated, alienated and grieved the loss of
my friends.

I was totally powerless to convince the
p r ayer group of my innocence, but in
prayer I felt the Lord telling me to be
patient and to wait. Weeks went by, and I
missed my prayer group terribly. Feeling
like an outcast and desperate for a resolu-
tion to the situation, I signed up for a silent
women’s retreat, hoping that during the
two-day retreat the Lord would help me
find an answer to the dilemma or perhaps
replace my anguish with His peace. Little
did I know that the Lord would give me
part of my solution just hours before the
retreat began.

The week immediately prior to the
retreat was tightly scheduled and I felt
pressured to get all my chores finished.
There were meals to plan and food to buy
for my large family along with an endless
list of various errands to run.

Each weekday morning I drove along
one of the many canals that help provide
drainage to our city. On the Tuesday before
the weekend retreat I noticed a beautiful

white swan in the canal. I have always
loved nature and was familiar with our
local Louisiana wildlife, but this was no
local or migratory goose. This was a long-
necked, graceful white swan, and it stood
out like a sore thumb in contrast to that
canal of murky water.

I recalled seeing swans in a nearby
public park and assumed one of them had
flown off to make its home in the canal. I
k n ew that swans were ex p e n s ive, so I
called the park office that afternoon to
inform them of the bird’s location so they
could come reclaim it. They told me they
were short-staffed and asked if I would call
them the next day if the swan was still
there.

Sure enough, on Wednesday morning
the swan was still in the same spot, as if it
were expecting me. I called the park, and
t h ey agreed to send someone out on
Thursday to trap and return the bird to the
park. I put it out of my mind. There were
too many errands yet to run.

Thursday morning I saw men from the
park setting a trap at the top of the canal
bank for the swan which was not the least
bit intimidated by their activity. A large
wooden cage, screened with chicken wire
on all sides but the bottom, was propped up
with a wooden stake, with a trail of dry dog
food leading from the edge of the canal, up
the bank and under the propped cage.
“Pretty primitive,” I chuckled to myself,
but I assumed they knew what they were
doing.

Friday morning, as I passed the same
spot along the canal, I noticed that the bird
and trap were gone. Assuming that all was
well with the swan, I set about getting the
final day’s errands done before I left for the
retreat that evening. I ran errands most of
the day, and as I returned home to meet my
children, I pulled up to my curbside mail-
box to get the mail. Among the usual bills
and flyers was a copy of “Daily Word,” a
meditation and inspirational publ i c a t i o n
which I had enjoyed for years. On the front
cover of the booklet was a photograph of a
graceful, white swan! My heart leapt!
Instantly, I knew that “Daily Word” held
the answer I’d been waiting for these past
several weeks. Had I not been preoccupied
with the errant swan for four days, I’m sure
I would have missed my clue. The follow-
ing poem was printed on the booklet’s back
cover, and it spoke directly to my aching
heart:
On Being a Swan
By James Dillet Freeman
It would be beautiful to be a swan,
But if you have told yourself,
Or someone else has told you,
You are more like a goose,
Think how beautiful it is
To be a goose –
To swim undisturbed
Through deep and troubled waters,

My swan story

continued on next page

3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736
Full Service Catering Available

$50 OFF
on a Full Rental

$50 OFF
on a Full Rental

HALL RENTAL
Wedding Receptions • Baby or Bridal Showers

Dances • Sweet 15s/16s & Surprise Birthday Parties
Meeting Room Available

Appointments available for viewing 7 days a week

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

We’ll Customize a Package
to Suit Your Budget!

We’ll Customize a Package
to Suit Your Budget!

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

L i v eW e e k e n dB a n d s
ALL BANDS 10pm-2am NO COVER

466-4069

ON THE GRILL!
10 oz. BURGERS
Full Menu 11 a.m. - till

STEAK NIGHT
EVERY WEDNESDAY•

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY

11a.m. - 7 p.m.

September 7 Local Option 2
September 21 Playtyme

Disc Jockey - DJ DIMENSION
Every Saturday in September
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GovernmentH H

Kenner’s “Emergency Plan” got a dry
run on Sunday, August 19, 2007, when
Mayor Ed Muniz called his executive staff
to City Hall at 5:00 p.m. to review steps in
the plan preparatory to opening an emer-
gency command post and declaring a state
of emergency when a hurricane threatens.

In the face of Hurricane Dean Muniz
said staff members were laying the ground
work for the staff meeting on Thursday,
August 16, 2007, and were looking at
scheduling the meeting for Sunday morn-
ing. Muniz said by the weekend however, it
became clear that Hurricane Dean was not
expected to impact South Louisiana.

“But I decided anyway to call the meeting
for Sunday afternoon to give my staff an
opportunity to conduct a run-through,” Muniz
said. “Several staff members were not on hand
in Kenner for Hurricane Katrina two years
ago. At that time, I was out of public office
and evacuated as parish officials had asked.
So, I felt all of us could benefit from working
with the emergency plan developed by the
administration even if just as an exercise.”

Joining the session with Muniz were city

CAO Mike Yenni, Deputy CAO Mike Quigley,
Deputy CAO for Public Works Prat Reddy,
P u blic Works General Services Deputy
Director Ke n ny Melvin, Finance Director
Duke McConnell, Code Enforcement Director
Keith Chiro, City Internal Auditor Annamaria
Pizzolato, Fire Chief John Hellmers, a repre-
sentative of the Kenner Police Department,
City A t t o rn ey Keith Conley, Exe c u t ive
Counsel Deborah Yenni, Executive Assistant
Natalie Hall and Public Information Officer
Emile Lafourcade.

Muniz said a couple of minor “loose
ends,” like the need for additional electrical
sockets in the command post at police
headquarters came to light, and orders to
correct them were issued the next day.

Yenni said no two hurricanes are alike;
and it makes sense to conduct reviews like
what was done Sunday to keep abreast of
changing needs based on current storm
threats. “Had there been a real emergency,
executive staff and all essential command
personnel would have been assembled at
the command post at KPD headquarters,”
he added. H

Kenner “Emergency Plan” gets dry run

To rise in effortless, unfettered flight
Across the limitless skies.
It is not strange to me that ancient sages
Called the spiritually enlightened soul
The gander,
Soaring serene and free
Above the earthbound world
Where those who have no wings
Trudge their earthbound ways.

I read the poem, bowed my head and
cried. Here was my answer. During those
weeks that I had felt like an outcast from
my prayer group, I’d felt like a goose in the
eyes of those I loved so dearly. I had ini-
tially chosen to feel sorry for myself, how-
ever, at the suggestion of the poem, I felt
inspired and chose to rise above my pain
and alienation. I praye r f u l ly united by
“goose-ly” spirit with the Holy Spirit and I
took flight!

On the retreat, I shared my amazing
swan story with two ladies I knew and we
marveled at how creatively the Lord can
answer our prayers. I still felt like an out-
cast, but I knew in my heart that it would-
n ’t be long before a resolution wo u l d
emerge. The Lord had heard my cry, and I
knew help was on the way.

A few days later the prayer group met
without me, collectively called me on the
phone and asked me to meet them. I could-
n’t get there fast enough. When I walked
into that room, I was smothered in hugs,
tears, pleas for forgiveness and pure joy.
For me, it was a foretaste of heaven.

God is so mysterious. How this partic-
ular poem was selected months before to
arrive in my mailbox on that particular day
after I had spent several days fretting over,

of all things, a swan in south Louisiana, is
beyond my comprehension. Only the Lord
could have pulled this one off! It is so awe-
some to see how the Lord uses everything
and anything to bring healing and love to
our world that is desperately in need of
both. This experience has also taught me to
see the interconnectedness of what seem to
be totally random events, creatures and
people. He loves us so much more than we
can comprehend, and I will always be
grateful to Him for reuniting me with my
spiritual sisters and healing my broken
heart.

We never did resolve the confidentiali-
ty mystery, but it didn’t matter anymore.
The reconciliation between us far out-
weighed that riddle. Even though members
have come and gone, to this day, I still par-
ticipate in a weekly prayer group. Not only
have we grown spiritually, we have all been
challenged to heal our own personal
woundedness and brokenness so we can be
fully alive and whole to love our families,
our friends and the Lord.

Like geese in formation, with the Lord
as our leader, my prayer group knows that
we can depend on Him and each other in
all of the ups and downs of life that we
have shared. When one member is weak or
struggling, the group often provides just
the right lift that she needs to keep going.
Together, we are soaring on the flyway to
the Father. H

Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl
C l eveland, the Kenner Star Fa i t h wa l k
columnist from 1998 until his death July
2006. Joey Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

MY SWAN STORY
(continued from previous page)

JUMBO BUFFETJUMBO BUFFET
C H I N E S E ,  A M E R I C A N  A N D  J A P A N E S E  C U I S I N EC H I N E S E ,  A M E R I C A N  A N D  J A P A N E S E  C U I S I N E

A L L - Y O U - C A N - E A T  B U F F E T

DINNER
BUFFET

4PM-10PM  MON.-THURS.

$9.99
4PM-11PM FRI. & SAT.

$10.99

LUNCH
BUFFET

11AM-3:30PM  MON.-THURS.

$6.50

SUNDAY
BUFFET
$10.99

OVER
250 ITEMS

DAILY

3550 Williams Blvd. • Kenner
(In Shopping Center behind Chase Bank, Next to French Riviera)

712-0388
FAX: 712-0338

$1 OFF
Any Buffet

Lunch or Dinner
Dine In Only  No Carryout

JUMBO BUFFET
Offer expires 9/30/07

With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per table. 

Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$2 OFF
Total Bill

of $20 or More
Dine In Only  No Carryout

JUMBO BUFFET
Offer expires 9/30/07

With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per table. 

Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$5 OFF
Total Bill

Of 5 Persons or More
Dine In Only  One Coupon per table
Dinner Only – Cannot Separate Bills

for Multiple Coupon Redemption
JUMBO BUFFET

Offer expires 9/30/07
With this coupon.

Limit one coupon per person. 
Valid any day.

Not valid with other offers or discounts.

FREE
Dinner Buffet

Certificate
When you spend $100 or more

JUMBO BUFFET
Offer expires 9/30/07

With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per table. 

Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.

• Oil change
• Tire rotation
• Inspect brakes
• Inspect belts
• Inspect hoses
• Top off all fluids
• Check tire pressure
• Inspect tires including spare
• Switch to nitrogen inflation
• Replace windshield wiper blades (most cars)
• Inspect exterior lights
• Inspect battery and exterior lights

$8995
Hurricane Evacuation

Preventive Maintenance Special

Cannot be used with any other offer
Expires 9/30/07

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

PER TIRE TO
SWITCH TO

NITROGEN AIR
INFLATION$5

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes • Air Conditioner
Work • Shocks • Struts • Brake Service • Batteries • Belts

• Hoses •Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injecion Cleaning

NASA, US Military, Boeing, Indy & Nascar
race teams all use nitrogen in their tires.

Expires September 30, 2007
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Subprime blues
By GLENN DOTTOLO

H ave yo u
heard about
the probl e m s
in the mort-
gage marke t ?
The fi n a n c i a l
markets are in
t u rmoil about
s o m e t h i n g
that you may
n ever have

heard of – namely subprime mort ga g e
loans. Companies have closed, hedge funds
have failed and some overseas markets have
required government assistance.

How did this happen?
Well, first a little history. Until the early

1990s you usually needed three things to
get a mortgage loan:

Good credit;
A down payment;
Documented income sufficient to pay

the loan.
This changed when the financial engi-

neers on Wall Street came up with the idea
of pooling mortgage loans and selling the
parts to different investors. In the early
stages, mortgages were put into a large pool
and then resold as short term, medium term
and long term pieces, so that investors seek-
ing a certain investment term could enjoy
the income from the whole pool but be paid
out in the time period that met their needs.

This worked beautifully and, since the
loans were of very good quality, everyone
was happy. Wall Street made fees and
income from pooling and selling the mort-
gage-backed securities and the investors got
a good yield and the term that they wanted.
Borrowers even benefited since these pools
kept demand up and rates down.

In the next step, pools were created with
different risk levels, with the best parts of
the pool paid first and the riskiest paid last.
This strategy worked well also, since peo-
ple could pick the term and risk that they
wanted. Some had low rates and low risk;
others had higher rates and higher risk.

The final step was where the problems
began. Using financial models, Wall Street
began buying and pooling loans for people
with very bad credit, no down payment
and/or no documented income. They then

pooled these subprime loans and sold the
various pieces to investors. The investors,
reassured by the performance of the earlier
pools and encouraged by the ratings
assigned by Moody’s and Standard and
Poor, bought these riskier securities and, in
the case of some hedge funds, borrowed
money to make the investments.

Problems began to develop. It turned
out that the default models were too conser-
vative and more loans quit paying than were
anticipated. When this happened, everyone
tried to sell their subprime mortgage pools
at once. It was a classic Wall Street panic –
too many sellers and no buyers. Hedge
funds using borrowed money could not
repay their loans and lenders could not sell
new subprime loans.

The result of this has been the drastic
tightening of the quality level for mortgage
lending. After a few years of no down pay-
ment, no income, no credit and no problem,
buyers suddenly found that the market had
returned to the old normal of good credit, a
down payment and verified income being
necessary to get a loan.

In the short run this will create several
problems since there are now fewer buyers
and too many sellers in the home mortgage
market. What this means to you is it is a
great time to buy – if you have good credit
– and it is not the best time to sell. It is not,
however, time to panic, unless you are a
hedge fund of course.

Fairly priced houses in good neighbor-
hoods will always sell and borrowers can
usually find a way to qualify for mortgage
loans. It might take a little longer and you
may need to pay off some bills and save a
little more, but it can be done. If you are in
the market for a home loan, visit a locally
owned community bank or mortgage com-
pany and they will explain the process to
help you qualify for the loan that you need.

Our local lenders are vitally interested
in helping people buy and sell homes here
in South Louisiana. H

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulev a rd, offe rs twe n t y - fi v e
years of full service banking to his cus-
tomers. Dottolo can be contacted at 565-
3655. Visit Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s web-
site at www.gulfbank.com.

BankingH H

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

The Ice HouseThe Ice House

COORS
LIGHT

Mini Kegs
11.99

20 pk LONGNECKS
BUD •BUD LIGHT

MILLER LIGHT
COORS LIGHT

1449

Mini Keg

HEINEKEN
16.99

H

24 pk - 12 oz. cans
SUITCASE

16.49

Football Is Back!!Football Is Back!!
AND THE ICE HOUSE HAS
“HOT” KICKOFF SPECIALS

FRESH HOT
LeBLANC’S BOUDIN
HOG HEAD CHEESE

H

The Kenner Professional Business
Association, formerly known as the Kenner
Professional Wo m e n ’s Association, will
hold its monthly meeting on Tu e s d ay,
September 18, 2007. Ti m e s - P i c a y u n e
columnist and author Chris Rose will be the
speaker. Rose’s book, “1 Dead In Attic,”
will be available for purchase for $15 and
he will be signing books after the meeting.

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by lunch at noon. Advance reserva-
tions are required. Call 962-3930 for more
information.

KPBA is a group of professional men
and women that meets monthly at the
Radisson New Orleans A i rp o rt Hotel,
located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard in
Kenner. H

CommunityH H

Columnist Chris Rose to speak at KPBA meeting
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By ED CLANCY

Don’t you dare say the “M” word in
front of Irwin Royes. He’s very specific
about that. He is not a ‘midget.’ He’s not a
‘dwarf.’ He’s a “little people.”

Irwin was born with a broken leg. He
was soon to have a lot of broken bones due
to a genetic disorder called Osteogenesis
Imperfecta (OI). Basically, he came into
this world with brittle bones.

“When I was born they told my mom to
take me home, care for me as best she
could, and I might live a few years.” Irwin
turned 60 on his birthday last July. But his
condition meant he would not grow taller
than four feet, three inches, making him a
“little people.” He endured lots of pain, lots
of hospital stays and lots of operations.
While he was going through all of this, two
things were found in Irwin’s blood: the
“ C i r c u s ,” and “Magic.” He attended a
magic show when he was 12-years-old, and
the magician called him up to be his “assis-
tant.” He passed a rope through Irwin’s
body, and from that day Irwin was deter-
mined to be the “Wo r l d ’s Smallest
Magician.” He also was one of the world’s
smallest clowns as he got to work with the
various troupes that came to the Municipal
Auditorium every Thanksgiving week as
the Shrine Circus. He made friends with the
other clowns and learned the art of per-
forming from the various acts and yearned
to be part of the Ringling Brothers circus,
but his heart kept clinging to the world of
“Magic.” Irwin learned from local magi-
cians and joined SAM, the Society of
American Magicians. He learned his trade
by performing at birthday parties, bar mitz-
vahs, and even weddings.

I first met Irwin at a pizza place called
the Fireside Inn on Veterans Boulevard in
Metairie. I went there to interview him for
a television piece I was doing on Amazing
Kids and one of the subjects was a protégé
of Irwin’s, a young magician named David
Vela. David had what the father of all magi-
cians dreams of, a twin brother.
Unfortunately, the brother wanted no part
of magic. But David had a booster in the
form of Irwin Royes, who helped David in
his career as others had helped him.

Whenever Irwin did a particularly skill-
ful trick, I would become a little boy asking
the question, “How’d you do that!?” And
Irwin always replied with the standard
magician’s answer: “Very well, don’t you
think?”

His sense of humor makes his magic
tricks all that more enjoyable. In his close
up act, Irwin will suddenly start to choke
and gag a little and just as those near him

get concerned, he will pull a rubber toad
from his mouth, saying, “I had a frog in my
throat.”

A few years ago, Irwin met his wife to
be, Stephanie, – online! They traded emails
and got to know each other in cyberspace.
First thing you know, Stephanie moved
from Alabama to New Orleans and a year
ago they were married – at Circus Circus,
in Las Vegas, of course. (A bit of a surpris-
ing location, perhaps, for a young lady who
had been studying to be a nun, but certain-
ly not out of character for a man with the
“Circus” in his blood).

Stephanie helps Irwin set up his act,
something he needs more and more these
days as the OI tends to slow him down a lit-
tle. Irwin scoots around with the help of,
well...a scooter, but his enthusiasm hasn’t
been dampened one bit, and he intends to
keep on performing as long as kids are
enchanted by magicians.

These days Irwin can be seen at the
Children’s Castle in Rivertown in Kenner
on a semi-regular basis. He also has started
a new show for schools that he calls
“Magic, Motivation, and More.” W h i l e
Irwin likes to perform for adults, his
biggest thrill is getting the kids to smile. To
them he’s the “World’s Tallest Magician.”

Which brings us back to the “M” word.
It’s seems to be the only thing that gets
under his skin. He prefers “little people” as
opposed to “dwarf,” or “midget.” The term
“little people” was formalized in 1957 by
the late actor Billy Barty, who organized
the Little People of America. His Billy
Barty Foundation website states the case
for the members of the LPA:

Most of us with dwarfism prefer to be
described as “Little People.” And please,
put the emphasis on the word “People.” We
did not spring from the pages of a story-
book or emerge from an enchanted forest.
We are not magical beings and we are not
monsters. We are parents and sons and
daughters. We are doctors and lawyers and
re a l t o rs and teach e rs. We dream, cry,
laugh, shout, fall in love, and make mis-
takes. We are no different from you.

Actually, Irwin Royes is a lot different
from me. He has talent. And, whether he
knows it or not, he is the prime example of

the “M” word: Magic!
Irwin is easily accessible at his website

w w w. i r w i n roy e s . s h o r t . b e, and you can
email him at littlebigman@aol.com.H

Ed Clancy hosts, “The Ed Clancy
Show,” weekdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon
on WGSO-AM 990 and can be reached via
email at Edclancy2@aol.com.

The world’s tallest magician
PeopleH H

STE INHAUER PRODUCT IONS

FALL FEST
ARTS & CRAFT SHOW

SEPTEMBER 15 - 16 Sat. & Sun.
10am - 5pm

Northshore Harbor Center
Slidell - Take Eden Isle Exit Off I-10

$4 Admissioin
Kids 12 & Under Free

SHOP EXHIBITORS
from a 10 State Area

IS YOUR
TARGET
MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER
STHR

REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS
IN KENNER

CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES The UPS Store!™2004 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

Conveniently located at:
4041 Williams Blvd.
T. 443-2115
F. 443-1022
M-F 8:30 - 6:00
SAT 8:30 - 2:00

Allow your business to flourish.

Locally owned and operated, our stores personally invest in your business.

House Account Program,
Notary Services, Faxing,
Freedom Link™ Wi-Fi Internet

While you’re thinking big,
we’ll handle the small stuff.
Packaging, Shipping & Receiving Services:

• UPS Next Day Air™
• UPS 2nd Day Air™
• UPS 3 Day Air Select™
• UPS Ground

Business Support Services, including:

Mailbox & Postal Services
• Full-Service Mail & Packaging Receiving
• Postage Stamps/Metered Mail

Document Finishing & Printing Services
• Black & White/Color Prints
• Business Cards/Letterhead
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By PAOLO ZAMBITO

Odds are
that if a man
l ives long
enough, it is
likely that he is
going to have
prostate health
issues – one in
six A m e r i c a n
men will be
diagnosed with
prostate cancer

in their lifetime. There’s no getting around
it, but there are ways to avoid these prob-
lems and treat the issues that arise. Maintain
a healthy lifestyle, get a regular prostate
screening, and if you encounter a problem,
treat it early!

A healthy lifestyle is an excellent start-
ing point for preventing prostate problems –
eat a healthy diet, low in saturated animal
fats and low in high-fat milk products. But
the single most important factor in fighting
prostate disease is an annual screening, as
most prostate cancers can be cured in near-
ly 100 percent of cases if it is caught early.
However, symptoms may not be noticeable
in the early stages when the cancer is the
most responsive to treatments. That is why
it is important to have regular prostate
screenings.

The two most common tests that can
detect problems in the prostate include the
digital rectal exam (DRE) and the prostate-
specific antigen test (PSA). While the digi-
tal rectal exam is a simple and fairly quick
examination, many men put off the test
because they feel embarrassed or uncom-
fortable with the process. However, upon
education they soon realize that monitoring
the health of their prostate is an important
preventive health practice that could save
their lives.

The prostate-specific antigen test is a

simple test that reads the amount of PSA
that is circulating in a male’s blood. PSA is
made by the prostate, and it is what aids in
liquefying semen. It is important to under-
stand that as men age they may have an
increase of PSA in their bloodstream. To
properly screen a patient, physicians use a
scale which is based upon the patient’s age
to see if the results fall within healthy lev-
els. Elevated levels of PSA may also be
present if the male has any inflammation or
an infection.

Current recommendations for prostate
screenings are:

Age 50 and above for DRE (digital rec-
tal exam) and PSA annually;

Age 40-45 if you have a family history
of prostate cancer, with a PSA and DRE;

Age 40-45 if you are an A f r i c a n -
American, with a PSA and DRE.

You should keep in mind that neither
test will tell a physician if prostate cancer is
present. Howeve r, they both can detect
changes and help determine if further test-
ing is needed. If you are unsure if you
should have an annual prostate screening, it
is important to talk with your physician.

As September is prostate cancer aware-
ness month, Ochsner Health System will be
providing free PSA screenings at Lakeside
Mall on September 14 and 15 from 10:00
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. and at Ochsner Medical
Center on Jefferson Highway on September
21 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. General
information about prostate health, screen-
ing, diagnosis and the latest treatment
options will also be available. H

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for three years.
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for
over 16 years. For more information, con-
tact OMC-Kenner at the corner of West
Esplanade and Loyola Avenue in Kenner,
call 468-8600 or visit www.ochsner.org.

Prostate screenings

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty
WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER

2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775

MLF

Melchers Law Firm
Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner

(504) 467-1092

We listen, we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

HealthH H

By KEITH M. DARCEY

East Jeff -
erson General
Hospital is
once aga i n
proud to part-
ner with the
A m e r i c a n
H e a r t
A s s o c i a t i o n .
Sharing the
common goal
of living a

healthier lifestyle, both organizations are
teaming up to educate the community on
the negative effects of heart disease, elevate
awareness about the ways you can prevent
heart disease and to raise the needed funds

to help stamp out this deadly disease.
We believe our role is to be at the fore-

front of preventive care so that you and
your family know about the simple lifestyle
changes that can make an enormous differ-
ence in your current health as well as your
future health. Most people understand that
heart disease is often preventable by eating
a balanced diet, exercising regularly and
l e a rning key stress management tech-
niques. Our hope is that we can teach the
ways to incorporate these measures into
your daily life.

EJGH is participating in two upcoming
events to support this goal, and we invite
the community to join us. The first event is
“Taste of the Town” hosted at the hospital
on Friday, October 12, from 6:00 p.m. until

EJGH partners to fight heart disease

continued on next page
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By CRAIG GOODWIN

The use of backpacks in school systems
around the country is coming under attack by
the medical community for the increased

stress placed upon our children.
In Spine Journal’s May 1 edition, a study

detailing the association of backpack use and
back pain in 1122 school children between
the ages of 12 and 18 was released. The
study found that 74 percent of backpack
users reported back pain. The study goes on
to state that those who used backpacks had
s i g n i fi c a n t ly poorer health, more limited
physical functioning and more bodily pain.

Out of the 1122 backpack users, 689 were
females with 555, or 80.9 percent, reporting
back pain. The bottom line is, “If a kid’s back
hurts because of his or her backpack, then it’s
too heavy.”

Many health professionals agree that a
child should carry no more than 10 percent
to 15 percent of his or her body weight in a
backpack. Back pain is epidemic in the adult
population, and two other studies found a
relationship that adolescents who ex p e r i-
enced back pain are at increased risk of
experiencing back pain as adults.

In a study presented in June at the annu-
al meeting of the American Physical Therapy
Association, researchers from the University
of Cincinnati found that posture was affected
by backpacks in 80 percent of subjects test-
ed. More that 70 percent of the schoolchild-
ren (grades fourth through twelfth) in the
study reported that they stoop or bend for-
ward while their backpacks are on. Physical
therapist Nancy Talbott reports when a child
stays in a flexed or bent position, the center
of gravity moves forward, and more muscle
power is needed to keep upright. As a result,
a child will need to contract his or her mus-
cles, which increases pressure on the discs.

David Skaggs, MD, a professor of ortho-
pedic surgery at the University of Southern
California, reported a study at the American
Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons conven-
tion in New Orleans. After 1546 children
between the ages of 11 to 14 completed a
survey and underwent physical examinations
it was found that 97 percent of the children
used backpacks. Out of this percentage, back
pain was associated with heavier backpack
weight, younger age, female sex and a posi-
tive screening for scoliosis. Those children
using lockers, a second set of books and

lighter backpacks had less back pain.
Overall, if your child is using a back-

pack, then the heavier books should be
placed nearest to the child’s back and the
weight of the backpack should be distributed,
the straps should be padded, and the back-
pack should be carried so that the bottom of
the pack is no more than four inches below
the waistline to minimize forward lean. A
waist strap also redistributes and balances
the weight.

Some schools are working to help correct
this problem by putting books on CD-ROM,
increasing locker space and posting home-
work assignments online. If your child is
complaining of non-specific back pain, their
backpack could be the problem. H

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams Boulevard
with two other locations in Metairie and on
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from
LSU Medical School Department of Allied
Health, Department of Physical Therapy, in
1987. Anyone who has experienced an injury
and would like to find out why it happened
and what can be done to help restore normal
function in that area, can email the profes-
sionals at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

HealthH H

Think “light” when going back to school

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.

KENNER, LA  70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!

Se habla Español                           METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

By SHARON SOLOMON

T h e
K e n n e r
C o nv e n t i o n
and Vi s i t o r s
B u r e a u
(KCVB) wish-
es to welcome
our newe s t
hotel to the
c o m m u n i t y,
the Country
Inn and Suites

N ew Orleans A i rp o rt. Located at 1501
Veterans Boulevard, the Country Inn and
Suites has taken over what was formerly the
Wingate Inn.

After spending millions on renovations
and new decor, the hotel opened for busi-
ness September 3, 2007. The propert y
boasts 40 rooms and 54 suites, nine of
which are two-room suites. “Country Inn
and Suites has the look and feel of a coun-

try home,” says Ashook Patel, owner and
general manager. “As soon as you enter the
lobby of the hotel you will see the grand
stairwell, cozy fireplace, wooden bookcase
and plasma television, all of which add
beauty and comfort for the enjoyment of
our guests. I’m also excited about our beau-
tiful new swimming pool,” said Patel.

Country Inn and Suites is a franchise
from Carlson Hotels Worldwide, a parent
company of Radisson and Regent Hotels.

Welcome to Kenner, Country Inn and
Suites!

As always, please call the KCVB at
464-9494 if you have any questions or are
looking for a place to host a meeting or
event. H

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Vi s i t o rs
B u reau, located at 2100 T h i rd Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be reached at
464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com
or at www.kennercvb.com.

9:00 p.m. The hospital atrium will be trans-
formed into the perfect setting to sample
food from some of the area’s leading restau-
rants, enjoy great live music and have the
opportunity to bid on luxury auction items
such as clothing, jewelry and other high-
end specialty items. Tickets are $40 per per-
son and limited, with all proceeds going to
the American Heart Association. For more
information call HealthFinder at 456-5000.

The second event, and culmination of
activities in the area, is the American Heart
Association’s Heart Walk on November 17
at Audubon Park from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. Special guest this year will be New
O r l e a n s ’ own fitness ex p e rt, Richard
Simmons. This is a wonderful way for the
entire family to enjoy a walk for health and
to also raise money for research of heart
disease and stroke.

Heart disease and stroke survivors will
have the distinction of being a “Red Cap
Survivor,” and the community is encour-
aged to form their own Heart Walk teams.

For more in formation on the AHA Heart
Walk or to find out how you can partici-
pate, visit the American Heart Association’s
website at www.americanheart.org.

We are looking forward to both of these
incredibly fun and important events and
hope to see everyone in the community par-
ticipate. Stamping out heart disease truly
takes a team approach and EJGH is excited
to lead the way. Taking control of your own
health and your family’s health is some-
thing that is within reach. Sometimes all it
takes is that first step. Join us, and we’ll be
there to take that step with you. H

Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Je ffe rson Genera l
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 889-
7110 or at k d a r c ey @ e j g h . o rg . E a s t
Je ffe rson General Hospital, Louisiana’s
first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital,
providing care to the residents of the East
Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding
communities.

EJGH PARTNERS
(continued from previous page)

TourismH H

New hotel ownership and vast renovations

CITY OF KENNER
HOTLINE

Call 468-7200

%
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By DAN DORMADY

The U.S. Consumer Product Safe t y
Commission (CPSC) recently issued its list
of the “ Top Five Hidden Home Safe t y

Hazards.” The following article was provid-
ed by the CPSC.

Whether it is an apartment, duplex or
single-family residence, the home is a place
that is supposed to give families a feeling of
safety and security. For many American
families, however, an injury or death of a
loved one can turn this place of happiness
into one of tragedy.

Each ye a r, 33.1 million people are
injured by consumer products in the home.

Some hazards are from products the agency
has warned about for years; others come
from new products and technologies. To
keep Americans informed of dangers, the
CPSC has identified the “Top Five Hidden
Home Safety Hazards” – associated with
products that people may be using every day,
but are unaware of the dangers that they can
cause. These home hazards are often unseen
or unnoticed by consumers.

“The home is where people feel com-
fortable and secure, but constant awareness
is the key to keeping families safe,” said
Acting Chairman Nancy Nord. “CPSC is
aiming to increase awareness of the hidden
hazards around the home in order to help
consumers protect against these dangers.”

With no or very little investment, inci-
dents and injuries from these dangers are
preventable. Simply by being aware of these
Top Five Hidden Home Hazards, many lives
can be spared and life-altering injuries
avoided:

M a g n e t s : To d ay ’s rare-earth magnets
can be very small and powerful, making
them popular in toys, building sets and jew-
elry. As the number of products with mag-
nets has increased, so has the number of
serious injuries to children. In several hun-
dred incidents, magnets have fallen out of
various toys and have been swallowed by
children. Small intact pieces of building sets
that contain magnets have also been swal-
lowed by children. If two or more magnets,
or a magnet and another metal object are
swallowed separately, they can attract to one
another through intestinal walls and get
trapped in place. The injury is hard to diag-
nose. Parents and physicians may think that
the materials will pass through the child
without consequence, but magnets can
attract in the body and twist or pinch the
intestines, causing holes, blockages, infec-
tion, and death, if not treated properly and
promptly.

Recalled Products: CPSC is very effec-
tive at getting dangerous products off of
store shelves, such as recalled toys, clothing,
children’s jewelry, tools, appliances, elec-
tronics and electrical products. But once a
product gets into the home, the consumer
has to be on the lookout. Consumers need to
be aware of the latest safety recalls to keep
dangerous products away from family mem-
bers. Get dangerous products out of the
home. Join CPSC’s “Drive To One Million”
campaign and sign up for free email notifi-
cations at www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx – an
email from CPSC is not spam – it could save
a life.

Tip-overs: Furniture, TVs and ranges
can tip over and crush young children.
Deaths and injuries occur when children
climb on to, fall against or pull themselves
up on television stands, shelves, bookcases,
dressers, desks and chests. TVs placed on
top of furniture can tip over, causing head
trauma and other injuries. Items left on top
of the TV, furniture, and countertops, such as

toys, remote controls and treats might tempt
kids to climb. Verify that furniture is stable
on its own. For added security, anchor to the
floor or attach to a wall. Free standing
ranges and stoves should be installed with
anti-tip brackets.

Windows and Coverings: Children can
strangle on window drapery and blind cords
that can form a loop. Parents should use
cordless blinds or keep cords and chains per-
m a n e n t ly out of the reach of children.
Consumers should cut looped cords and
install a safety tassel at the end of each pull
cord or use a tie-down device, and install
inner cord stays to prevent strangulation.
Never place a child’s crib or playpen within
reach of a window blind. The dangers of
windows don’t end with window coverings
and pull cords. Kids love to play around
windows. Unfortunately, kids can be injured
or die when they fall out of windows. Do not
rely on window screens. Window screens are
designed to keep bugs out, not to keep kids
in. Safeguard your windows: repair pull
cords ending in loops and install window
guards or stops today.

Pool and Spa Drains: The suction from
a pool drain can be so powerful that it can
hold an adult under water, but most inci-
dents invo l ve children. The body can
become sealed against the drain or hair can
be pulled in and tangled. Missing or broken
drain covers are a major reason many
entrapment incidents occur. Pool and spa
owners can consider installing a Safety
Vacuum Release System (SVRS), wh i c h
detects when a drain is blocked and auto-
matically shuts off the pool pump or inter-
rupts the water circulation to prevent an
entrapment. Every time you use a pool or
spa, inspect it for entrapment hazards.
Check to make sure appropriate drain covers
are in place and undamaged. H

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed profes-
sional engineer and licensed home inspector
(LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm special-
izing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be
re a ched at 456-6999, P. O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criterium-
d o rm a d y @ c ox . n e t . C r i t e r i u m - D o r m a d y
Engineers’ website is w w w.criterium-dor-
mady.com.

Top five hidden home safety hazards

Williams Office 4140 Williams Blvd. Kenner, LA  70065

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast 
Call 616-8030

September 6  7:00 a.m. Four Points Sheraton
September 20  TBA Call 616-8030 for details

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Ted Bowden at 504-616-8030 for more information on becoming a member.

HomeH H

Children’s
Castle

501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on

Saturdays
11:30 a.m
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By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

In domino
fashion, failing
to plan for
m a i n t e n a n c e
can turn small
p r o blems into
l a rger ones,
putting a seri-
ous dent in
your automo-
t ive bu d g e t .

The penalties of procrastinating on vehicle
maintenance range from a heater that runs
cold to a battery that won’t start the car.

Take care of your car’s seasonal servic-
es immediately and make plans to get
ahead of the game next year. An early visit
to your repair facility provides the oppor-
tunity to budget for unanticipated repairs.
The following checklist will aid you in
keeping your vehicle on the road.
Engine performance

A poorly maintained engine is hard to
start in cold weather, if it starts at all. It
may run rough and lose power. Have fuel,
ignition and emission control systems
checked, necessary components replaced
and adjustments made.
Battery and electrical system

How old is your battery? If it’s three or
more years old, it should be tested and
replaced if necessary. Even a strong battery
that can deliver full power at 80 degrees F
will have dropped to 65 percent of its out-
put at freezing temperature and only 40
percent at zero degrees.

Clean and tighten battery terminals, as
loose or corroded connections can cause
the symptoms of a weak or dead battery.

Oil and filter
Change both as recommended in the

owner’s manual, generally at 3,000-mile
intervals for severe conditions and cold
weather operation, especially when most
driving in stop-and-go traffic. Check the
owner’s manual for more information on
severe service.
Visibility

Replace old wiper blades and be sure
that your washers are working. Carry spare
washer solvent in your vehicle.
Cooling system

A ve h i c l e ’s antifreeze should be
changed annually, or as recommended in
the owner's manual. Flush the cooling sys-
tem every 24 months. The recommended
mixture is 50/50 antifreeze and distilled
water. Have the system pressure tested for
leaks and check hoses and drive belt(s) for
tension and condition.
Tires

Inspect, balance, check inflation and
rotate tires. Check inflation on the spare
and make sure the jack is in place.
Lights

Check all lights and replace burned out
bulbs
Exhaust System

Have the vehicle put on a lift for an
inspection of the exhaust system. Leaking
exhaust fumes can be deadly. H

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

AutomotiveH H

Stress management works
for holidays and automobiles

LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
SHORT HOURS: M-F 8-3. SAT & SUN 9-12

27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA • 468-5467
Vets to Crestview to W. 27th St.

Landscaping…

Encore azaleas, Queen palms, Robellini palms, Knock out roses, Tobechina, Ixora-4 colors, Red Banana,
Hibiscus & bushes, Non-stop begonias, Camellias, Indian hawthorne, Sasanqua, Mandevilla trellis,
Jasmine, Day lilies, Esperanza, Hydrangea, Aztec grass, Crotons, Caladiums, Marigolds, Purslane,
Geraniums, Purple fountain grass, Juniper spirals, Topiaries 2 ball, Wisteria trellis, 3 ball pyramids,

Corkscrews, Vinca, Salvia, Buddies, Bananas, Milk weed, Ferns, Impatiens, Double impatiens, Crepe
myrtle-many colors, Gardenia & trees, Bradford pears, Bedding plants, Parsley, Vegetable plants, Trees

Design by
Lynne Dimm

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

UNBEATABLE PRICES
“Come out & see us lay out your
plant design before we install it.”

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
recently announced the acquisition of a new
InstALERT Rapid Messenger System that
will be used in various traffi c - r e l a t e d
events, such as checkpoints, detours and
warnings.

The lightweight foldable screen, which
is mounted to the back of a police vehicle,
displays messages as directed by the offi-
cer. For example, motorists can be advised
of an accident ahead or can be directed to
slow down. Officers can change the mes-
sages as needed using a PC or a wireless
P DA. The InstaALERT, which wh e n
unfolded measures 60”x 28”x 1.6,” can be
unfolded from the back of a vehicle and

deployed by one person in under a minute.
The purchase of the equipment was

made possible through a traffic safety grant
from the Louisiana Highway Safety
Commission (LHSC). Col. James
Champagne, exe c u t ive director of the
LHSC, was instrumental in helping to
secure the equipment for the KPD.

“Our goal is to make Kenner’s road-
ways safer for motorists,” said Caraway.
“We are always on the lookout for tools that
will help us save lives.”

The system was purchased from Teeco
Safety, Inc., of Shreveport, at a cost of
$9,215. H

PoliceH H

KPD acquires new portable
screen for traffic warnings



By SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.

I t ’s important to keep your medical
records up-to-date. Let your dentist know:
If you have been diagnosed with diabetes;
If the disease is under control;
If there has been any other change in your med-
ical history, and; the names of all prescription
and over-the-counter drugs you are taking.

The most common oral health problems
associated with diabetes are:
Tooth decay;
Periodontal (gum) disease;
Salivary gland dysfunction;
Fungal infections;
L i chen planus and lichenoid re a c t i o n s
(inflammatory skin disease);
Infection and delayed healing;
Taste impairment.

When diabetes is not controlled properly,
high glucose levels in saliva may help bacte-
ria thrive. Brushing twice a day with fluoride
toothpaste and cleaning once a day between
your teeth with floss or an interdental cleaner
helps remove decay-causing plaque.

Plaque that is not removed can eventually
harden (calcify) into calculus, or tartar. When
tartar collects above the gumline, it becomes

more difficult to thoroughly brush and clean
between teeth. This can create conditions that
lead to chronic inflammation and infection in
the mouth.

Because diabetes reduces the body’s
resistance to infection, the gums are among
the tissues likely to be affected. Periodontal
diseases are infections of the gum and bone
that hold your teeth in place. 

Periodontal disease is often linked to the
control of diabetes. For example, patients with
inadequate blood sugar control appear to
develop periodontal disease more often and
more severely, and they lose more teeth than
persons who have good control of their dia-
betes. It is possible to have periodontal dis-
ease and not have all of the warning signs. If
you notice any of the warning signs of gum
disease, see your dentist immediately.

Because of lowered resistance and a
longer healing process, periodontal diseases
often appear to be more frequent and more
severe among persons with diabetes. That’s
why good maintenance of blood sugar levels, a
well-balanced diet that meets your needs, good
oral care at home, regular dental checkups and
periodontal examinations are important.

Preventive oral health care, including pro-
fessional cleanings at the dental office, is
important if you are to control the progression
of periodontal disease and other oral health
problems. Regular dental checkups and peri-
odontal screenings are important for evaluat-
ing overall dental health and for treating den-

tal problems in their initial stages. Your dentist
may recommend more frequent evaluations
and preve n t ive procedures, such as teeth
cleaning, to maintain good oral health.

Saliva helps wash away food particles and
keeps the mouth moist. Without adequate sali-
va, bacteria continue to colonize. Xerostomia,
or dry mouth, is a common complaint among
diabetic dental patients and patients undergo-
ing radiation of the head and neck for cancer
therapy. Constant dryness irritates the soft tis-
sues in the mouth, often making them
inflamed and painful. This condition greatly
increases the risk of tooth decay and peri-
odontal diseases.

Your dentist may recommend a saliva sub-
stitute that can be used for relief from dry
mouth discomfort. Your dentist may also rec-
ommend rinsing with a fluoride mouth rinse
or having a topical application of fluoride at
home and in the dental office to help prevent
rampant tooth decay. These products are sold
over-the-counter at pharmacies.

Using sugarless gum, sugarless mints, tak-
ing frequent sips of water or using melting ice
chips may help alleviate a dry mouth. Restricting
intake of caffeine and alcohol also can help.

Oral candidiasis, a fungal infection in the
mouth, appears to occur more frequently
among persons with diabetes including those
who wear dentures. Your dentist may pre-
scribe antifungal medications to treat this con-
dition. Good oral hygiene is critical.

Lichen planus is a skin disorder that pro-

duces lesions in the mouth. A more severe
type of Lichen planus involves painful ulcers
that erode surface tissue. Although there is no
permanent cure, your dentist may prescribe a
topical anesthetic or other medication to
reduce and relieve the condition.

Some diabetics have reported that their
taste for sweets is diminished, although the
taste impairment is usually not severe. Altered
taste sensations, barely perceptible to most
diabetic patients, may influence their food
choices in favor of sweet tasting foods with
highly refined carbohydrate content. This may
worsen the diabetic patient’s dental health and
overall health.

Infection is a risk for the diabetic patient
and can make it more difficult to control
blood glucose levels. If you are having exten-
sive oral surgery, your dentist may prescribe
antibiotics to minimize the risk of infection.
To help the healing process, keep your blood
glucose levels under control before, during
and after surgery.

The preceding article was based on infor-
mation obtained from the American Dental
Association website at www.ada.org/public/top-
ics/diabetes_faq.asp. H

Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general den-
tist who has practiced continuously in north
Kenner for over 30 years. Dr. Felder’s office is
located at 4134 Florida Avenue, Suite 101
and she can be reached at 469-6333.
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Diabetes and your oral health
HealthH H
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CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER

OBSERVATORY • HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

SEPTEMBER 1 – RON VERDUM, UNITED HOUMA NATION
Alligator Garfish Scale Jewelry

Ron uses scales from alligator garfish to make contemporary jewelry. Native Americans from
this region have used these scales for hundreds of years to make other necessities.

SEPTEMBER 8 – NICHOLAS BEHAN, SIOUX
Native American Flute

Nicholas plays the Native American Flute; this is a traditional musical instrument
From Kokapella to present day.

SEPTEMBER 15 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN CHEROKEE
Camp Stew

Camp stew was a mix of whatever food was available at the time.
Come visit us on Grandparents Day and try a sample!

SEPTEMBER 22 – LOUISE BILLIOT, UNITED HOUMA NATION
Peyote Stitch Beadwork

This method of beadwork adorns many Native Americans dance regalia. Louise will teach you
peyote stitch when you come to Cannes Brulee Native American Museum.

SEPTEMBER 29 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN CHEROKEE
Friendship Necklace and Bracelet

Bring the kids to Cannes Brulee Native American Museum, they can make and
take a friendship necklace or bracelet.

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Schedule subject to change without notice.
www.rivertownkenner.com

September Back to School

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd.  • 468-7231 #220

All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 1 – FAIRY GODMOTHER GRAB-BAG
Presented by the Porta Puppet Players

Kick off Labor Day weekend with a visit to the Castle.

SEPTEMBER 8 – STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY
With his Instant Theatre Production of PINOCCHIO

Castle special for Festa Italiana
$1 off with purchase of a “One Day Museum Pass.”

SEPTEMBER 15 – IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician

GRANDPARENT'S DAY !!!
Super specials are being offered on Saturday, September 15 as we celebrate “Grandparent’s Day.” One

grandparent admitted FREE to Castle show with purchase of a child’s ticket. Showtime is 11:30 a.m.

Purchase a child’s “One Day Pass” and one grandparent pays only $5 for their pass. The “One Day
Pass” includes admission to all open Rivertown Museums, plus your choice of one feature at Kenner’s

Planetarium and Megadome Cinema. One day passes are available at the Rivertown Box Office,
415 Williams Boulevard. For more information, call 468-7231, ext. 220.

SEPTEMBER 22 – DELTA FESTIVAL BALLET
“La Danse Francaise en Louisiane”

See French folk dances, minuets, can-can, and classical ballet.
SEPTEMBER 29 – PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS

“KIDDIE KAREOKEE”
Back by popular demand . . . Each child gets a chance to sing on live mike!!!

Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

•

By YVETTE DUSSOUY

If yo u ’r e
going through
m e n o p a u s e ,
you’re familiar
with the
symptoms: hot
f l a s h e s ,
weight ga i n ,
mood swings,
and the health
c o n c e rns –

bone loss and increased risk of heart disease.
And while treatments abound for menopause,
there is one – often overlooked – that has a
positive influence on virtually every symp-
tom and health risk: exercise.
Prevent weight gain

Weight gain is a dreaded, yet common
midlife experience for women. While it has
been linked with menopause, many experts
say inactivity and a poor diet are really to
blame. Our metabolisms slow as we age, pri-
marily from loss of muscle mass. At the same
time, women in midlife are often enjoying the
finer things in life such as traveling and eat-
ing out more often, which can promote
weight gain. An eye-opening study of more
than 500 women ages 42 to 50 suggests that,
on average, women gained the same amount
of weight whether or not they had gone
through menopause. So the remedy here is

clear – monitor your calories (and their nutri-
tional content) and balance them with exer-
cise. You don’t have to forego the pleasures of
life, but enjoy them in moderation while
keeping yourself physically active. The best
exercise prescription for weight loss and
maintenance is a combination of aerobic
exercise, to strengthen the cardiovascular sys-
tem and burn calories, and strength training,
to build muscle mass which in turn boosts
your metabolic rate.
Prevent hot flashes 

Hot flashes are the bane of millions of
menopausal women. Triggered by a slight
rise in a woman’s core body temperature, hot
flashes range from 15 seconds to several min-
utes in length and occur four times per day
for two to three years on average. Once again,
exercise provides relief. Studies reveal that
women who exercise experience fewer hot
flashes. Likewise, women who exercise are
less like ly to be ove r weight, which also
increases the incidence of hot flashes.
Curb your mood swings

Mood swings can also be tempered by
exercise, which has been shown to boost
endorphins and increase confidence, body
acceptance and self esteem. Preserve bone
density with weights

As for health concerns, the drop in estro-
gen that occurs during and after menopause is
believed to accelerate bone loss. But weight-

Managing menopause with exercise
FitnessH H

By RAFAEL SADDY

H i s p a n i c
Heritage Month
was initiated by
C o n gress in
1968 to cele-
brate the
d iverse cul-
tures, traditions
and va l u a bl e
contributions of
Hispanic people

in the United States. The choice of September
by Congress to commemorate Hispanic culture
is significant, as September 15 is the anniver-
s a ry of the independence of five Latin
American countries – Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. In
addition, Mexico declared its independence on
September 16, followed by Chile on September
18. As an American of Latino heritage, I feel it
is important to have pride in one’s cultural his-
tory and to look to the past for strength to help
build a common future.

Hispanics have always had a strong influ-
ence in Louisiana, beginning when it was a
Spanish colony in 1762 until it was turned
over to the French in 1802. Since 1812, when

Louisiana became a state, Hispanics have con-
tinued to influence and contribute to the
growth and well being of Louisiana. This is
especially true in Kenner and the metropolitan
area, where the celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month this year takes on an even
greater meaning with the participation of sev-
eral cities’ local governments and civic and
business organizations.

According to figures released by the city
of New Orleans post-Katrina, the number of
Hispanics in the city has increased from about
15,000 to over 50,000. It is estimated that the
Hispanic population – documented and undoc-
umented – in the metro New Orleans area,
including the River Parishes, is betwe e n
120,000 to 150,000 thousand.
Community announcements and events

Asociacion Nicaraguense de Louisiana
(ANDELA). September 16. In collaboration
with Unidad Hispanoamericana and other
social organizations, ANDELA invites you to
join them in celebrating Central American and
M exico independence of September 15.
Celebration will take place on September 16 at
the Kenner Veterans Century Park, Shelter #1
on Williams Bouleva r d, corner of We s t
Metairie and Williams Blvd. from 3:00 p.m.

Latin American NewsH H

Hispanic Heritage Month

continued on page 28

continued on page 28
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K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television

AND MUCH MORE!

Also watch for these timely programs in September!!

“Kenner Revealed”
The Laketown improvements plan and

the upcoming Kenner Laketown Festival
are the topics of this month’s episode.

“Town Talk”
Janet Gross gets valuable information on

the local Lions Clubs.

“Hablemos Claro”
2nd Anniversary of Katrina and FEMA’s

response are discussed, and Julie Villafane continues
with her segment on housing related issues.

“KPBA Meeting”
Guest speaker Deano Bonano talks about

hurricane preparedness.

For the most current program schedule, go to www.ktv76.com.
Our website also includes information on how you
can obtain copies of any K-TV produced program.

We appreciate and encourage all
comments and feedback about K-TV programs.

Call us at 466-3564 or email us at ktv76@kenner.la.us.

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel

Featured Show of the Month
“Entre Nous”

This is the pilot episode
of a new biographical series

exploring the background and experiences
of some of Kenner’s outstanding leaders.

until 7:00 p.m. Call 464-4619 or 975-0949.
Asociacion Hondureña Unificada de

Louisiana. September 15. Gala Dinner com-
memorating the Independence of Central
America. From 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. at
the Plimsoll Club in the World Trade Center.

Asociacion de Guatemala. October 20.
Asociacion de Guatemala invites you, your
family and friends to the coronation of the
Señorita Guatemala 2007-2008, Maria Jose I.
VFM, 3314 Richland Avenue, Metairie. From
9:00 p.m. until 1:00 a.m. Music by OVI-G and
the Froggies “Las Ranas.” Call 810-8831 or
887-5612.

City of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
– September 1-30. Numerous events are being
offered. Call 469-2571.

Emergency preparedness – For a Spanish
copy of the Jefferson Parish disaster planning
information, hurricane information, evacua-
tion and re-entry plan for businesses, contact
LACAL at 464-4619 or Martha Castillo at
296-3976.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerc e –

September 1-30. Numerous events are sched-
uled. Call 885-4262.

Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) – September 14. General
meeting. Call 464-4619 or email
lacal1234@bellsouth.net.

The Hispanic Forum – General meeting.
Call 310-6880.

Hispanic Fe s t i v a l . September 28-29.
Commemoration of Hispanic Heritage Month.

Unidad Hispanoamericana – September
20. General meeting. Call 975-0949.

Unidad Hispanoamericana – September
29. Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month with
a party from 9:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. at the
Radisson Hotel in Kenner. Music by Rumba
Buena. Call 975-0949 or 834-2020.

I leave you with this thought, “It is our
choices...that show what we truly are, far more
than our abilities!” God Bless. H

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bell-
south.net. Correspondence for LACAL can be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA  70064-
0284.

LATIN AMERICAN NEWS
(continued from page 27)

bearing exercise combined with calcium sup-
plementation can help women preserve bone
mineral density. Basically, bone density
responds positively to the stress that weight
bearing activity provides.
Lower your risk of heart disease

And while a direct link between a drop in
estrogen and a rise in heart disease has not
been found, coronary heart disease rates in
women do jump two to three times higher
after menopause. Post-menopausal women
often experience a rise in LDL cholesterol
and triglycerides and a corresponding drop in
HDL. Regular exercise can raise HDL levels,
while the weight loss that often accompanies

a fitness program will drop LDL levels.
With so many obvious advantages, why not

make exercise a regular part of your day? H

Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor for
over 18 years, has owned and operated the
Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center located at
3729 Williams Boulevard for over 15 years.
Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter Elite
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past ten
years. Dussouy can be reached at 443-6666
or jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise
Center has classes early morning, morning,
afternoon, evenings and weekends – some
i n clude ch i l d c a re. This class sch e d u l e
includes classes for the overweight through
the very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

FITNESS
(continued from page 27)

brother of the indicted congressman. Even
St. Tammany Parish is not immune to cor-
ruption as former St. Ta m m a ny Pa r i s h
Councilman Joe Impastato, Jr. vacated his
position after being charged with using his
position to extort kickbacks in hurricane
recovery contracts.

Of all the local investigations, the one
that has netted the most prominent convic-
tions involves the administration of former
New Orleans Mayor Marc Morial. Several
administration allies, including Morial’s
uncle, his good friend businessman Stan
“ Pa m py” Barre and his administration’s
property manager have admitted to crimes.
It was this case that resulted in the discov-
ery of bribery by Thomas, when Barre
started talking to the federal government in
the hopes of earning a lesser jail sentence.

It is appropriate for voters to remember
this corruption as they go to the polls this
fall. It is high time for voters to demand
ethical behavior from politicians and seek
out those candidates who are reputable and
trustworthy. Voters must insist that tougher
ethics laws are passed for both municipali-

ties and state government.
For politicians, public service should be

a sacrifice, not a way to line their pockets. 
Just as the state is asking for more fed-

eral assistance, these recent cases of cor-
ruption will harm not only our image, but
also our case for more support. The non-
stop corruption does not give the rest of the
nation any confidence that recovery dollars
will be spent wisely and not squandered on
politicians looking for payoffs.

In Louisiana, voters expect our elected
officials to be entertaining, but it is becom-
ing tiring to see so many politicians in trou-
ble. It is also disheartening and very dis-
turbing and, of course, damaging to the
state’s already tarnished reputation. H

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS
television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32,
and from 5:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. on radio
station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and
the north shore. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)
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V I D E O  P O K E R
3525 Williams Blvd.

(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

Wayne Busby
Live Weekend
Entertainment

M O N D AY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
W E D N E S D AY & THURSDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

F R I D AY: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
S AT U R D AY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

S U N D AY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

I TAL IAN,  SEAFOOD, 
& STEAKS

Italian Eggrolls
Italian sausage, seasonings and
mozzarella cheese deep-fried

served with marinara.

NEW PRICES
LUNCH UNDER $10

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday – 11-3

Call Now For
Holiday Parties,
Group Events,

Rehearsal
Dinners!
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3501 Chateau Blvd.
465-9444

Try one of our healthy saladsTry one of our healthy salads
SALADS

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25

Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

6.50

Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 

cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

6.75

Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, 

fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

7.25

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut,  Caesar,  Lite Ranch,  Honey Mustard,  Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon,  Blue Cheese,  Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50

property taxes is called for or needed.”
The Kenner Council is hoping that the

23.93 mills in 2007 will yield about the same
revenues as in 2004, which was $9.1 million.
However, the 23.93 mills yielded $7.6 mil-
lion in 2005 and $7.7 million in 2006.

J e fferson Parish Assessor Law r e n c e
Chehardy says the 23.93 mills are likely to
produce about the same amount as in 2005
and 2006.

Chehardy said he reduced most Kenner
assessments on 2005 bills to reflect storm
damage and 2007 property tax bills will for
the most part be less than the assessments of
2004.

“In my opinion, we have n ’t yet in
J e fferson Parish – including the city of
Kenner – reached the residential and com-
mercial values that were achieved in 2004,
although we are certainly on the way. I agree
with the judgment of the Kenner City
Council that it is appropriate to hold the mill-
age in Kenner where it has been. Most
Kenner property tax bills will show a slight
increase over 2006, but will be less overall
than the assessments of 2004.”

Kenner Finance Director Duke
McConnell said it won’t be known for cer-
tain how much property tax revenues will be
produced by the 23.93 mills until November.
Taxes are due December 31.

The highest portion of Kenner property
taxes goes to pay for fire protection with
lesser percentages going for street mainte-
nance, garbage collection and sewerage. H

PROPERTY TAXES
(continued from page 1)

TO OUR READERS
(continued from page 1)

serve as a journal that records the progress
that we make tog e t h e r. To me, eve ry
month’s issue is a snapshot that captures
our common effort to build and enhance a
city that we’re proud of.

The Kenner Star staff and columnists
share my passion for the city. Most of our
writers are local citizens who employ a full
range of professional specialties they have
located in the town where they live .
Whether you like to garden, watch the
stock market or learn more about staying
healthy, the Kenner Star’s writers strive to
make their stories both informative and rel-
evant to your daily life.

At a time when giant daily newspapers,
the Internet, television and radio are sup-
posed to dominate our thought processes,
it’s remarkable that a small, local newspa-
per covering the news of Kenner could
weave its way past all these giants to find
an attentive, interested, responsive and
appreciative audience. Those of us who
produce the Kenner Star are actually due
less of the credit, which rightly goes to our
readers and advertisers who clearly enjoy
stories and columns about their lives as
well as the lives of their families, neighbors
and friends. It’s nice to know that local
journalism is alive, appreciated and well in
Kenner.

Publishing the Kenner Star has been
one of my most fulfilling professional
achievements. God willing, you’ll still find
it in your mailbox (electronic or otherwise)

fifty or so years from now. And so the love
affair continues.

To the staff, writers, readers and adver-
tisers who have made this dream such a
success, I offer a heartfelt thank you for
your continued support of Kenner’s only
hometown newspaper. H

Troy Broussard can be reached at pub-
lisher@kennerstar.com.

that brought tens of thousands into the
streets of Kenner.

Now, fast forward 28 years. Yenni is the
chief administrative officer of the city of
Kenner and Muniz is its mayor. The little
boy grown up is one of Muniz’ protégés and
the mayor is one of Yenni’s most eminent
mentors.

“I tell him all the time that if Mike
Yenni left government and went into the
private sector, with his skills, intelligence,
vision and ability to work with others, he
would make his first million dollars a hel-
luva lot faster than I did,” says Mayor
Muniz of his protégé.

Yenni says, “I may never be rich but
government is what I love and what I do.
It’s my legacy, handed down by my late
grandfather and my late uncle, Mike Yenni,
who was also president of Jefferson Parish.
If the trade off for loving government and
wanting to be a part of it is that I’ll never be
wealthy, then so be it. I’m very happy and
hope I can spend the rest of my life in gov-
ernment positions. I’m blessed to be able to
do what I love.”

After 1979, because the Yenni and
Muniz families were close, it was easy for
the Endymion captain, radio station owner
and later Jefferson Parish Councilman, to
keep up with Mike Yenni’s development.
Muniz watched Yenni perform capably at
summer jobs in government, graduate from
Southeastern Louisiana University with a
degree in government and bloom as an aide
to Kenner Mayor Louis Congemi, work
b r i e f ly in the administration of Ke n n e r
Mayor Phil Capitano before taking a job in
the administration of Jefferson Pa r i s h
President Aaron Broussard. Among Yenni’s
responsibilities in the Broussard adminis-
tration was running Jefferson Pa r i s h ’s
Mardi Gras and the citizens complaints
office, which Yenni describes as “the great-
est job in the entire world.”

Yenni said dealing with citizen com-
plaints, parish directors and council offices
well prepared him for the post he now holds
in Kenner.

Then Muniz decided at the last possible
second to run for mayor of Kenner in 2006.
But as soon as Muniz won, the mayor-elect
called Yenni and asked him to serve as his
chief of staff.

At the time, Muniz thought he would
follow the same organizational model as
Capitano with both a chief of staff and a
chief administrative officer. But, after a
year in office, Muniz decided that the two
jobs were duplicative and that it would be
more effective to have just a chief adminis-

trative officer reporting to the mayor and
two deputy chief administrative officers
reporting to the CAO. Both Mayor Muniz
and CAO Yenni report that the new organi-
zational setup seems to be working just
fine.

“Mayor Muniz is one of those individu-
als who comes up with several innovative
and original ideas every hour of the day and
night,” says Yenni. “One of the roles of the
CAO and the deputy CAO’s is that we are
the mayo r ’s sounding boards. When he
comes up with an idea, he bounces it off of
us and we pick it apart. While the discus-
sions are occasionally heated, they are also
always very provocative and interesting.
You don’t have to worry about dancing
around or being diplomatic when having a
discussion with Mayor Muniz. He likes to
get it straight from the shoulder without a
lot of time being spent on unessential flat-
tery.”

Mayor Muniz first came up with the
idea of a possible Kenner Fe s t ival at
Laketown in early 2007, after he saw the
city of Gretna draw almost 90,000 to the
Gretna Festival.

“The mayor saw the potential for a
Kenner Festival and then connected the fes-
t ival concept to his plan to build a
Laketown waterfront resort for Kenner with
an amphitheater but without having to raise
taxes or float a bond issue,” says Yenni.
“The mental process was typical of Mayor
Muniz. His big goal was the development
of Laketown and the Kenner Festival con-
cept became the engine by which he plans
to achieve his ultimate destination.”

Both Mayor Muniz and CAO Yenni
think that Muniz has put together an excep-
tional team for the city of Kenner and an
ideal organizational structure that enhances
the work of the team.

“But,” asks Muniz, “who would ever
have imagined that my CAO would turn out
to be the grown-up three-year-old who was
there when his grandfather toasted the cap-
tain of Endymion the one time that we
paraded in Kenner?” H

marina among other potential projects he
envisions.

“We have created a non-profit entity
that will sponsor the Laketown Festival,”
said Mayor Muniz. “I have asked the
Kenner Planning Department to draw up
some conceptual plans for what Laketown
might one day be. We have the support of
District Councilman Ben Zahn. I am also
grateful for the assistance of Chief
Administrative Officer Mike Quigley, the
Krantz fa m i ly who are developing the
Gabriel subdivision on an adjacent tract of
land and Drew Bienvenu who has helped us
line up 12 outstanding bands for the two-
day event.”

The mayor said he began planning the
major entertainment venue when it became
clear to him that the development of first-
class public facilities at Laketown – first
e nvisioned by former Mayor A a r o n

MUNIZ-YENNI
(continued from page 1)

LAKETOWN FESTIVAL
(continued from page 1)

continued on next page
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and as a millionaire retired radio station
owner, he is perhaps best known for his
innovations as the captain of the Krewe of
Endymion which he steered to a position as
one of the internationally-known “super
krewes” of Mardi Gras. In the 1960s, before
Endymion became famous, Muniz wo n
recognition as a promoter of music concerts
in New Orleans.

District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, on
hearing of the plans for the Kenner festival,
said, “This perhaps is what Mayor Muniz
does best. Without knowing any of the spe-
cific details for the festival or for the devel-

opment of Laketown, I can certainly say
this is an innovative, imaginative concept
that probably only Mayor Muniz is capable
of coming up with and turning it into reali-
ty.”

Mayor Muniz and Councilman Zahn
said their principal concerns, besides traffic
and parking, are the weather. “October is
generally a month down here when we
might reasonably hope for good cool weath-
er without any heavy rainstorm s ,” said
Mayor Muniz.

C o n c e p t u a l ly, said Mayor Muniz, the
Saturday and Sunday festival would open on

about 30 acres of the Laketown tract around
noon and would go until 9:00 p.m. Mayor
Muniz said he is confident that Police Chief
S t eve Caraway and the Kenner Po l i c e
Department will do an excellent job of plan-
ning for traffic and handling security at the
event. “We have an excellent relationship
with Chief Caraway and I have been very
impressed by the professionalism and
expertise of the KPD,” said Mayor Muniz.
“We will work closely with them on the
planning of this event and I’m confident
they will do their usual outstanding work.” H

LAKETOWN FESTIVAL
(continued from previous page)

Broussard and backed by former Mayors
Louis Congemi and Phil Capitano – might
never become a reality unless a new source
of revenues was developed especially for
the Laketown project.

Councilman Zahn said, “Give the mayor
credit for a visionary concept regarding the
Laketown Festival. Not only will this be the
largest entertainment venue in Kenner his-
tory – with the exception of the Endymion
parade in 1979 during the New Orleans
police strike – but it has tremendous poten-
tial as a twice-a-year family event that
could eventually fund the full development
of Laketown.”

Mayor Muniz and Councilman Zahn
said there are still many logistical problems
to be resolved, including parking for the
Kenner festival and traffic flow.

The complete lineup for the two-day
Laketown Festival includes the Bucktown
All-Stars, Rockin’ Doopsie, Bag of Donuts,
Chris & Ghostown, Lonestar, Gretchen
Wilson, Topcats, Chee Weez, Zebra,
Cowboy Mouth, Grand Funk and Three
Dog Night. Gretchen Wilson would be the
headliner for the Saturday show and Three
D og Night would headline the Sunday
show.

While Mayor Muniz is well-known for
his 19 years on the Jefferson Parish Council

The recent announcement of Kenner’s
festival on the lake has one councilman
fast tracking improvements that will return
the area to its pre-Katrina status.

District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn said
that construction of the new pier at
Laketown, which is already underway,
will soon be joined by upgraded park
benches that will be paid for with district
funds. The benches will be made of a
durable plastic, and will bear the city logo. 

“They will be similar to the ones at city
hall,” Zahn said. “I feel that not only are
these benches more attractive, but they
will also last longer with lower mainte-
nance while withstanding inclement
weather.”

Zahn said that his goal is to have
noticeable improvements in place at
Laketown by the time of the festival in
October.

“I see Laketown as the future focal
point for Kenner’s families to enjoy many
types of entertainment. I share the goals of
past District 3 councilman Jeannie Black,
and I am glad that Mayor Muniz has the
vision to develop Laketown into a signifi-
cant destination through his efforts with
Kenner Fest.”

Zahn added that further improve-
ments to Laketown are in the design
stages and should be announced in the
near future. H

Laketown
improvements
taking shape
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