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OMC-K welcomes Kenner
resident as new vicepresident of operations
By TROY BROUSSARD
When Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner needed to fill
the position of vice president
of operations, it had to look no
further than the boundaries of
the city, hiring long-time
Ochsner employee and Kenner
resident Eddy Ramirez to help
establish a direction for the
hospital’s future.
“I am excited about the
opportunity to work at this
Eddy Ramirez
hospital, especially since it is
in Kenner, where I’ve lived with my family for 22 years.
This facility is important to the community and I look forward to both maintaining and growing the services we
continued on page 30

Corps of Engineers will remove
diseased or dead trees
By ALLAN KATZ
The Kenner City Council has agreed that the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers may survey and remove dead or
diseased trees from private property at no cost, provided
that the property owners agree to it.
Members of the council emphasized that while the
Corps has the city’s permission to check out dead and diseased trees, the permission of property owners is essential
before any trees can be removed.
Government inspectors will go through the city,
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Crime numbers down in January 2007, Police Chief
Caraway holds all officers accountable for their conduct
By ALLAN KATZ
At a time when crime numbers are up in New Orleans and
unincorporated
Jeff e r s o n
Parish, Kenner has seen a dip in
crime of 18.4 percent when
comparing January, 2007 with
December, 2006.
“Our police officers are
doing an excellent job,” said
Chief Caraway. “We know that
illegal drugs are the catalyst for
Police Chief Steve Caraway much of the crime in Kenner
and we are putting pressure on
the known drug dealers and on the corners where there has
been drug trafficking in the past. We’ve made some good

arrests and we’re keeping the rest of them hopping. Not
allowing the drug dealers to get a foothold is one of the
keys, in my opinion, to holding down violent crimes, burglaries, thefts and assaults.”
Told that the Kenner Star has recently received several
compliments from Kenner residents on the courtesy and
responsiveness of Kenner police officers, Chief Caraway
said, “I’m very pleased but not really surprised. My philosophy is to hold each officer in Kenner responsible and
accountable for their actions. I’ve told them that on several
occasions. We work for the people of Kenner. They pay our
salaries. The people for whom we work are entitled to courteous responses, energetic responses and the best professionalism we’re capable of. I’ve made it clear that I won’t
tolerate cynical police officers who just go through the
motions and regard the public as a burden on their time.
continued on page 12

Kenner Planning Department
proposes new landscape ordinance
By ALLAN KATZ
The city of Kenner’s Planning Department is preparing
a new landscape ordinance for consideration by the city
council that will apply to all commercial, office, multiplefamily and industrial building permit applicants.
“Our landscape ordinance needs updating,” say s
Planning Director Jay Hebert. “Other communities have
really moved ahead of us in terms of creating attractive
streetscapes that are inviting to customers and present an
attractive façade to people passing by. Landscaping increases property values, improves quality of life and enhances
the environment.” He said the new proposed landscape
ordinance borrows from similar laws passed by Baton

Rouge and Northshore communities that have worked well.
“We really think that Kenner, particularly areas such as
Williams Boulevard, could be much more attractive today if
there was more landscaping,” said Hebert. “However, in
drafting this ordinance, we have worked closely with the
city council and the administration. We’re not trying to be
authoritarian. We want to work with property owners, commercial companies and retailers within the constraints of
their budgets.”
Hailey Bowen, the city’s landscape architect, said the
new ordinance – which would require canopy trees, such as
oak and cypress in addition to shrub planting buffers along
property lines, and tree islands in parking lots – would only
continued on page 30

continued on page 30

Copeland’s to open
soon in Kenner

Copeland’s Famous New Orleans Restaurant and Bar on
W. Esplanade in front of The Esplanade Mall will open in
the spring of 2007.

Lentini honored by city of Kenner

On February 2, 2007, the city of Kenner paid tribute
to Salvador J. Lentini with the renaming of a major street
in his honor. Lentini led the city of Kenner’s police force
for 28 years, taking it from a small-town marshal’s office
to a modern, professional police department in the state’s

sixth largest city.
Officials and friends are gathered at the Kenner
Pavilion, 3800 Vintage Drive, near the intersection of
Vintage and Loyola Boulevard, and unveiled street signs
renaming that portion of Loyola Drive, between Vintage
and Joe Yenni Boulevard, as Sal Lentini Parkway.
The intersection of the new Sal Lentini Parkway with
Joe Yenni Boulevard is especially meaningful, because
Lentini and the late Mayor Joseph S. Yenni, friends from
childhood, ran and were elected on a ticket of reform candidates that led Kenner from a small city of less than
30,000 inhabitants to more than 60,000 in the decade they
served together.
Yenni went on to become president of Jefferson
Parish and died in office during his second term. Lentini
continued as police chief until 1990, retiring to his
continued on page 30
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Kenner charter committee completes
work on ten recommendations
By TROY BROUSSARD
Nearly one year after being created to
conduct a comprehensive review and make
recommendations to amend Kenner’s home
rule charter, the charter committee has fulfilled its mission and submitted ten items for
consideration in their final report to the
Kenner City Council.
The 11 person committee met 12 times
since last July, and undertook a “line-by-line”
review of the existing city charter, drawing
further guidance from similar documents
from New Orleans, Monroe, Shreve p o rt,
Lafayette, New Iberia, Bossier City and the
parish of Jefferson. “During the review and
analysis phase, the committee recognized
there were several inconsistencies in the charter that have been created by amendments
approved by the voters over the years,” said
attorney and committee chairman Jerome M.
Volk, Jr., who drafted the group’s final report.
“Those amendments have created certain
‘stumbling blocks’ to the orderly working of
government.”
The committee’s suggested revisions to
the charter, which will not have the effect of
law unless approved by the council and ultimately passed by a majority of Kenner voters, include:
“Reconsider requiring that the council
president be chosen from among the city’s
two at-Large members;
Changing the work experience requirement for the city attorney, finance director
and planning director from three to five
years;
Eliminating the entire section of the charter that pertains to the mayor’s appointment
of a board of sewerage commissioners for the
reason that it is no longer necessary;
Deleting completely the provision of the
charter that requires city department heads

3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444
Try one of our healthy salads
SALADS
Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25
Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75
Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50

to live in Kenner;
Allowing Kenner’s chief of police to
transfer part or all of any unencumbered
appropriation balance among programs
within his department, negating any requirement that unspent funds from the KPD would
revert to the city’s general fund at the end of
a fiscal year;
Consolidating, streamlining and clarifying all charter language pertaining to term
limits and vacancies in elected positions;
Providing for the adoption of a public initiative section to the charter, whereby onethird of Kenner voters can petition to have an
issue placed on a ballot for consideration by
the public.”
“In my opinion, the most important series
of changes recommended by this committee
pertains to the six sections of the charter
dealing with vacancies and term limits,” Volk
said. “In its current form, the charter provides
separate sections for the council, mayor and
police chief. In order to streamline the charter, we are recommending putting this information into a single new section.”
Volk also believes that the charter committee’s efforts were a positive demonstration
of the effectiveness of the city’s K-TV cable
channel.
“The televised meetings allowed the public to follow the process from beginning to
end. Because of K-TV, more citizens are well
informed on how and why we drew our conclusions,” Volk said.
The charter committee was appointed by
the mayor, the chief of police, the Kenner city
council and the Kenner business community.
Members included Norma Broussard,
Mildred Congemi, Kevin Delahoussaye, Alan
Howland, Timothy Joder, Don Murphy, Ruth
Rosales, Earl Smith, Jerome M. Volk, Jr.,
Thomas Willmott and Daniel Zimmerman. H

FEMA agrees to
re-evaluate Kenner’s requests
Following a February meeting at its
state headquarters in Algiers, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
agreed to re-evaluate its position on
whether it will pay for the cleaning of 2.5
million linear feet of subsurface drainage
lines in Kenner. Hurricane Katrina debris
in underground pipes has slowed rainwater
flow to drainage canals in the city.
Mayor Ed Muniz led a delegation of
city officials that included Kenner Chief of
S t a ff Mike Yenni, Deputy Chief
A d m i n i s t r a t ive Officer Mike Quigley,
Public Works Deputy Chief Administrative
Officer Prat P. Reddy, Finance Director
Duke McConnell and a special legal counsel for FEMA matters to meet with Jim
Stark, director of the FEMA Louisiana
Transitional Recovery Office, and John
Connolly, public assistance branch chief;
Bob Josephson, lead officer in the local

FEMA office of governmental affairs; representatives of U.S. Rep. Bobby Jindal and
U.S. Senators Mary Landrieu and David
Vi t t e r, and other officials of the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security and
FEMA.
Deputy CAO Reddy, a professional
engineer, complained that after compiling
three years of drainage system data and
meeting with a FEMA engineer at several
locations in the city where drainage lines
were seve r e ly impaired by Hurricane
Katrina, he was asked to compile much
more extensive data that he felt was unnecessary. It was then that he learned the
FEMA official was an electrical engineer
with limited knowledge of drainage systems or their operation and maintenance in
Greater New Orleans and little or no
knowledge of hydraulics and hydrology.
continued on page 27
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Chief Caraway has KPD moving in the right direction

By ALLAN KATZ
Crime numbers are down in Kenner.
Here at the Kenner Star, we’ve been very
impressed by the number of unsolicited compliments Kenner residents have passed on
about the KPD, including those citing officers for being considerate and approachable.
First-year Police Chief Steve Caraway is on a
roll.
Chief Caraway is a career KPD officer
who played a major role in the administration of his predecessor, former Chief Nick
Congemi. Now, in his own administration,
the new chief has demonstrated he’s his own
man and has his own ideas about how the
KPD can best serve the citizens and the city.
KPD officers tell us that Chief Caraway
has placed a greater emphasis on courtesy
and responsiveness to members of the public
than in previous administrations. The chief
says he calls it “accountability.” Say s

Caraway, “I’ve made it clear to everyone that
t h ey ’re accountable for their conduct. I
expect each officer to be courteous and
responsive to the people we work for. The
citizens of Kenner pay our salaries. We’re
their employees. While we have a job to do
and need to do it in accordance with our professional duties, each officer in this department is expected to do his or her utmost to be
as polite, receptive, and respectful as possible, considering the circumstances.”
It’s interesting that “accountability” is
also the word favored by Saints Head Coach
Sean Payton and it seems to have worked
pretty well for him, as well.
Obviously, there are times and occasions
when police officers in stressful or dangerous situations won’t think that courtesy is
their first priority. Caraway has no problems
with that. But he expects his officers to use
good judgment when it comes to the way
they conduct themselves. What he has made
clear is that he doesn’t like to hear about officers who approach citizens or respond to
them rudely, crudely or cynically.
Chief Caraway has also said that he welcomes calls from Kenner residents or folks
who work in Kenner who have comments –
either good or bad – about the conduct of his

officers.
One of the interesting challenges that the
new chief is going to have to deal with in the
near future is a rising tide of complaints
about motorists speeding through residential
neighborhoods in both North and South
Kenner.
The problem, says Caraway, is that as
Kenner enjoys a post-Katrina economic
boom, traffic on all arteries in the city is at
an all-time high. When faced with gridlock,
savvy motorists get off the major streets and
take shortcuts through residential neighborhoods. Frustrated because they’re late for
their next appointment, the motorists all too
often step on the gas and zoom through quiet
streets at high speeds. Of course, when they
do that, the motorists put everyone at risk,
especially senior citizens, pets and kids who
aren’t used to seeing traffic whiz by on their
residential streets.
On the other hand, when the KPD cracks
down, no one likes getting traffic tickets. Of
course, you and I aren’t going to be very
sympathetic to someone who just roared
through a residential neighborhood when
they complain about getting a traffic ticket.
As long as speed limits are reasonable and
clearly marked in residential neighborhoods,

H Political Review
MARCH 2007

Vol. 16 No. 3

Staff Photography
ERIC MILLER
Typography
PAULA COUGHLIN/TYPOSITION
Printing
BATON ROUGE PRESS © 2007 Kenner Star, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
Kenner Star is published monthly and is distributed by
direct mail to all 20,600 registered voter households
in Kenner. An additional 2,000 copies are
distributed in over 100 high traffic locations.

KENNER STAR
P.O. BOX 641654 • KENNER, LA 70064
Phone & Fax 468-9125
Email: news@kennerstar.com
Subscriptions $11.95 Per Year
The content of all theme-based columns,
written by respective professionals in this newspaper,
is in no way intended to render advice, suggest a
course of action, or take the place of an individual
consultation regarding that subject matter.

H

Louisiana has earned title of champion of corruption

Publisher
TROY BROUSSARD
Editor
ALLAN KATZ
Managing Editor/Marketing Director
CANDY LOVITT
Staff Writer/Editor
TROY BROUSSARD
Contributing Writers
JEFF CROUERE JIM MELCHERS
LYNNE DIMM SHARON SOLOMON
ED CLANCY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
JOEY CLEVELAND ARLEETA TERRELL
STEVE CARAWAY CRAIG GOODWIN
M. SUSAN M. FELDER PAOLO ZAMBITO
GLENN DOTTOLO LINDA R. MARTIN
KEN TRAHAN DAN DORMADY
LUIS M. ESPINOZA RAFAEL E. SADDY
ED MUNIZ KEITH M. DARCEY
RON HAMPTON YVETTE DUSSOUY
Copy Editors
MELISSA DRAKE
MONICA ZERINGUE
Account Manager
BARBARA BELLACI

there’s no excuse for speeding through a
quiet neighborhood.
A lot will depend on how Chief Caraway
and his officers handle the assignment. So
far, Caraway’s instincts have been excellent
and the 168 KPD officers seem to be
responding well to his insistence that they be
“accountable” for their actions.
As a reporter and columnist, I’ve been
writing about police departments and police
chiefs for 45 years. The KPD, as it is performing today, ranks in the top five percent
of all that I’ve seen. The problem for
Caraway and every police chief is that a
police department is a lot like a dry forest
that can be turned into a massive blaze by a
single stroke of lightning. While Chief
Caraway has the responsibility, there is much
that goes on in his department, and every
police department, over which he has
absolutely no control.
But, based on all that has happened since
he took the oath of office, I think that Chief
Caraway gets an “A plus” for his performance so far. While it’s very early in his career
as a police chief, Steve Caraway so far has
shown good sense, good instincts and certainly seems to have the respect of the men
and women who work for him. H

By JEFF CROUERE
“Mississippi is actually the most corrupt
state in the Union, but you never hear that,
because there’s some political undertones
about having Mississippi look so good and
having Louisiana not look so good at the
national level.”
U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu, January 28,
2007.
On February 26, the trial of Louisiana
Agriculture Commissioner Bob Odom officially started. He is charged with felony theft,
public bribery, money laundering and conspiracy in a case that was originally introduced several years ago. Odom is not alone in
the corruption spotlight today, for U.S.
Congressman Bill Jefferson (D-New
Orleans) remains under federal investigation
and two of his associates are about to begin
long prison sentences. Despite these serious
investigations and a long history of political
corruption, U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu
claimed that our next door neighbor
Mississippi, not Louisiana, is the “most corrupt state in the Union.”
During the interview, Landrieu was on a
roll and also claimed that Louisiana would

have been “better off if terrorists had blown
up the levees” because “maybe we’d have
gotten more attention.” Speaking of attention,
Landrieu received plenty of it due to her
incendiary comments, and it was not positive.
According to Chris Holton, vice-president of
the Center for Security Policy, it was “repugnant that a U.S. Senator would have made
such a statement as it smacks of an attempt to
capitalize upon a leftist anti-war movement to
win sympathy for Louisiana at the expense of
our troops serving in harm’s way.” This is
nothing new, for in the weeks after Katrina,
Landrieu threatened to “punch” President
Bush or anyone else who had the gall to criticize Louisiana officials for their handling of
the hurricane aftermath.
I’m sorry Senator Landrieu, you can start
punching away, but the criticism was very
valid then and it is very valid now. It is another example of Louisiana leaders engaging in
finger pointing, passing the buck and trying
to shift blame for the botched recovery. The
bottom line is that billions of dollars have
been sent to the state of Louisiana, but the
inefficiency and bureaucracy at the local and
state levels is preventing the money from
flowing to the people in need. Let’s just look
at the “Road Home” disaster. Is it any wonder
that some political leaders in Washington DC
regard Louisiana with suspicion and are not
eager to send additional billions of dollars
our way?
When the results are objectively compared, Mississippi has done a much better job

in its recovery than Louisiana. There has been
less in-fighting and name calling and their
political leadership is working together. In
Mississippi, their two U.S. Senators and their
governor have acted like responsible statesmen, instead of engaging in the blame game.
Our leadership has been an embarrassment
from the mayor of New Orleans to the office
of our “senior” United States Senator.
In Mississippi, over 11,000 housing
grants have been distributed to hurricane victims, while only 650 grants have been awarded in Louisiana. So, Senator Landrieu, which
program seems to be running smoother?
Landrieu says Mississippi is the “most
corrupt” but the last time I checked the former governor of Mississippi was not in jail,
nor was their former state senate president. In
addition, three of their recent insurance commissioners, several former state legislators
and their former elections commissioner
were not sent to jail. Their agriculture commissioner is not under indictment and there is
not an active investigation of the former
mayor and congressman of their largest city.
Their largest public school system is not
under federal investigation and did not have
to share office space with FBI agents. Their
judges have not been targeted in a “Wrinkled
Robe” investigation and several of them are
not in jail, kicked off the bench for incompetence or under various forms of investigation.
Sorry, Senator Landrieu, but Louisiana is
perceived as the most corrupt state and for
continued on page 20
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As suspected, the sales tax spike seems to be over
By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor
Last Summer, as everyone was raving
about the big increase in city sales tax collections, I warned that Kenner should not
rush to spend beyond limits established by
the city’s operating budget and that we
should carefully plan for the time when tax
collections returned to “normal.”
Kenner, like much of the rest of East
Jefferson, had the good fortune of being one
of the “closest-in” communities to New
Orleans and St. Bernard with their retail
infrastructure open for business within days
after Hurricane Katrina passed to our east.
So, it made sense that Kenner would
experience something of a windfall as property owners rushed to our area to buy building materials, furniture, motor vehicles and
clothing to replace what Katrina had damaged.
Most of those big ticket purchases, like
cars, SUVs, refrigerators, washing machines

and central A/C units, are one-time purchases for items that should last at least a decade.
As more area retailers restart their businesses and homeowners complete their renovations, it is logical that the high volume of
such purchases in Kenner will decline.
Don’t forget that the city of Kenner had
to spend a lot of its own money on emergency items from debris collection to fixing
roofs on city buildings and covering repair
costs for which we are still waiting for full
reimbursement from insurance companies
and the federal government.
The upward spike in sales tax collections
has helped the city make it to this point without a serious demand on our financial
resources. However, there are still contractors out there that we owe millions of dollars.
Also, there are crucial needs, like the cleaning of 2.3 million linear feet of subsurface
drain lines that need to be cleared of Katrina
debris that has reduced the lines to half their
normal capacity. We’re hoping FEMA will
help with this, but there are no guarantees or
even promises from FEMA yet.
Sales tax payments to the city always lag
two months behind the time they are collected by the merchants. For example, taxes collected from customers in December are paid
to the city in February. So, with the February

payments we just received, we have a picture
showing a decline in sales tax collections
last November and December.
City Finance Director Duke McConnell
told me that sales taxes for December are
more in line with the average three percent
inflation increase that have been part of normal budget projections for years.
What that tells me is the city’s financial
health remains solid thus far and we’re keeping up with normal inflation, as long as we
eventually receive the insurance claim payments and the federal and state reimbursements we feel we are due.
The other thing it tells me is there is no
money available at this time for new programs or capital projects not currently budgeted. This is a time to be very conservative
about committing “windfall” cash, insurance payments or state and federal reimbursements on things other than what is
budgeted or for necessary repairs.
Sales taxes received for December,
2004, which was prior to Hurricane Katrina,
were $3.2 million. Sales taxes received for
December, 2005, were up to $4.2 million.
However, sales taxes received for December,
2006, were $3.4 million, which is back in

line with our normal growth rates and projections.
I have committed to working hard to getting the millions needed to address the
cleaning of subsurface drain lines. As I told
the City Council, that issue is a time bomb
just waiting for the next 100-year rain to hit
our city. I’m disappointed more was not
done in late 2005 and early 2006 to clean
those lines like unincorporated Jefferson
and the city of Harahan did. Hopefully,
FEMA will quickly give Kenner the kind of
help it gave to our neighbors.
But there may come a time when we’ll
have to go to the voters for an adjustment in
city fees and/or property taxes. I can guarantee that this administration is doing everything in its power to run an efficient government. This would be only as a last resort.
I hope that time does not come; but, if it
does, I hope it is later rather than sooner. I
also hope the people of Kenner will know
that this administration runs the city like a
business and that they realize we are not
wasting their tax money. H
Mayor Muniz can be re a ched at
468-7240.

Self-defense options for women
By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Great news from…

The UPS Store
of Kenner

Coming April 1st,
shipping
will be added to our product offerings.
You have known us for the past 5 years as the premier
packing and shipping store in Kenner exclusively affiliated with UPS.
Starting April 1st, you will have the added option of shipping with DHL as well.
• We will continue to be The UPS Store of Kenner
• We will continue to offer all of our customary products
and above all…
• We will continue to offer the world-class customer service
we know you deserve.
The only difference is that you will now have an alternative to UPS for
your shipping needs. Additional destinations, delivery times and
prices all for your convenience at one location.

4041 Williams Blvd., Ste. A-9 Kenner, LA 70065
Store Hours: M-F 8:30 - 6:00pm
Sat. 8:30 - 2:00pm
Tel: 504-443-2115

The Ke n ner
Po l i c e
Department
takes great
pride in educating citizens
through the
m a ny crime
prevention
p r ograms we
offer, such as
the Rape Aggression Defense (R.A.D.)
course. Taught by certified instructors,
R.A.D. is a free, nationwide program that
teaches self-defense options to women to
use if confronted by an aggressor. Those
options, when used correctly, will enable
potential victims to escape their attacker.
R.A.D. is designed to give women confidence, awareness and a security plan.
Classroom instruction and hands-on
experience help women test their skills in
a crisis and discover their own special
strengths and talents. Through visual
media, lessons, and discussion, instructors
address issues of personal safety with participants, equipping them with valuable
background information before physical
techniques are even introduced. This
focus empowers women and creates a supportive, safe classroom environment in
which to learn and practice self-defense
techniques.
In addition, R.A.D. instructors hold
group discussions and demonstrations on

the following topics:
Definitions of types of sexual assaults
Lawful means of self-defense
Abduction
Risk awareness, recognition, reduction and avoidance
Self-defense techniques
Voluntary opportunity to practice selfdefense techniques with a certified instructor
The KPD holds R.A.D. sessions every
month, consisting of three evenings of
instruction, each beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Females over the age of 14 can take the
R.A.D. course. Women can also take the
course as many times as desired to keep
abreast of the latest self-defense and safety techniques.
R.A.D. is an effective program for
women of all ages, and gives women skills
and options to use should they ever face
an aggressor. It is one of our most popular
continued on next page
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New fire chief praises his team, talks about
KFD’s role in fighting potential catastrophic blazes
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner’s new fire chief said that it’s
well-known in the region that the Kenner
F i r e
Department
has “ex c e l l e n t
f iref ighters
and outstanding
equipment.”
Fire Chief
John Hellmers,
49, praised his
predecessor
M i ke Zito for
Fire Chief John Hellmers
building a fire
department for Kenner “that is exceptional

for a city with a population of about
73,000.” Chief Zito retired in July, 2006
after 13 years heading the KFD. Interim
Chief Michael Michel will return to an
assistant fire chief position.
In a 29-year career with the New
Orleans Fire Department, Hellmers held
virtually every position in the department
at one time and played a crucial role in
fighting major blazes in the Vieux Carre
and the Fair Grounds race track. At the time
he was hired to head the Kenner Fi r e
Department, Hellmers was a captain with
the NOFD Haz-Mat Division and is considered an expert on the handling of hazardous
materials.
Hellmers said that from a geographic
perspective, the KFD is in the center of a

r egion that has many prospective flash
points. In Kenner, he noted, there is the
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport with hundreds of flights arriving
and departing daily. In addition, he said,
Kenner is historically a center for Class A
railroads, many of whose freight and tank
cars each day carry hazardous materials.
To the west, he said, are the Rive r
Parishes with some of the nation’s largest
chemical plants and a nuclear power plant.
To the east, said Hellmers, is New Orleans
with the Vieux Carre, mostly built in the
19th Century with wo o d, the Morial
Convention Center and a continuation of
Kenner’s major rail center with all of its dangers.
“As one of the best fire departments of

Homeowners should consider hazard mitigation
Owner-occupants of single family and
two-family homes in Kenner can obtain
grants of up to $7,500 for making changes
in their homes that will help reduce the
amount of damages in future storm events.
Called hazard mitigation, the little-known
grants are part of Louisiana’s Road Home
Program and are separate from the main
recovery grant program. Many Road Home
applicants do not realize the hazard mitigation feature is available and that it can be
obtained independently of the much-publicized state housing rehab grants for victims
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
The hazard mitigation program has two
components:
One that provides grants up to $30,000
that can be used toward elevating a home to
a level where it is above base flood elevation.
Another, which has not received much
publicity, that provides grant monies up to
$7,500 which can be used for things like elevating central air conditioner compressor
units, water heaters, clothes washers and
dryers; installing any type of storm shutters;
reinforcing any exterior or garage doors and
installing storm resistant windows.

SELF-DEFENSE

(continued from previous page)

programs, and I encourage you to sign up
soon because classes fill up quickly.
To fill out an application, please visit
our website at www.kennerpd.com and
click on “R.A.D.” For more information
about R.A.D. or any of the other programs
offered by the KPD, contact the
Community Relations Division at 7122294 or 712-2300. H
Chief Caraway can be reached by
email at k p d @ ke n n e r.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.

While the maximum grant award for
this second element is $7,500, the actual
amount is determined by the size of the residence. Go to Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us and locate the hazard mitigation
news release, then follow the instructions in
the release. To find the dollar amounts
available for mitigation based on house size
and type of mitigation measure applied,
simply click “Chart.”
Applicants must have owned and occupied a single-family residence or half of a
two-family residence on August 29, 2005;
and utility bills for the building must have
been in the name of the owner as of that
date. Also, homeowners insurance and
flood insurance must have been in force for
the building on that date; and the homes
must have received damage during
Hurricanes Katrina or Rita – even if it’s
only a downed fence.
The program is described as a sort of
reward for conscientious persons paying for
flood and homeowners insurance. The application process is simple, and persons can
download a copy from the Internet at
www.Road2LA.org or go to the Road Home
office in Kenner located in the old Xerox
building at 2400 Veterans Boulevard (open
seven days a week) for a regular homeowner
application for the Road Home program.
Applicants can also go to the Jefferson Parish
Public Library and download a six-page copy
from the Internet at a cost of 15 cents per
page. The application can also printed by
going to the mitigation news release on
Kenner’s website and clicking the word
“Application” at the bottom of the page.
When applying for the hazard mitigation grant, applicants must use a heavy
black pen or marker to wipe out the title:
“Homeowner Application – The Road
Home” and, above that, write in a new title:
“Hazard Mitigation.”

Because of this manual change to the
application, applicants cannot apply on the
Internet. The altered and completed application must be mailed to the Road Home at P.O.
Box 91182, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-1182. It
would be helpful to write the words “Hazard
Mitigation” on the outside of the envelope.
For more information on what measures can qualify for a hazard mitigation
grant, applicants can check the Road Home
brochure entitled “Building Smarter and
Safer.” It is a two-page flyer published by
the Gove rnor’s Office of Homeland
Security. A printable copy can also be
obtained by clicking the word “Flyer” at the
bottom of Kenner’s hazard mitigation news
release. H

its size, the KFD has to be ready for whatever comes,” said Hellmers. “That is surely
one of the lessons of Hurricane Katrina
where our f ire department and the other
regional fire departments saved hundreds of
lives as we pulled people out of the water,
off rooftops and off their porches as they
watched the water rise. Our equipment, our
training and our attitude all have to be excellent all the time.”
Hellmers said, like Zito, he is a strong
believer in sending fire fighters to professional schools where they learn the latest
fire fighting technologies and procedures.
“I’ve been in a church where the building
was on fire and the roof was starting to cave
in,” said Hellmers. “And, I was in the Fair
Grounds fire where the blaze took on a noise
like a freight train passing overhead. When
you’re in those situations, you’re thankful
for the training you received at those schools
and in exercises at your own fire department
because there is no time to stop and think
about it. You have to know what to do and do
it immediately or you’re dead and so are
your teammates. We’re going to prepare for
the worst and pray we never have to face it.
But, if the moment comes, we’ll be ready.”
Mayor Ed Muniz, who swore in
Hellmers at a city council meeting, said all
the candidates for Kenner Fire Chief were
interviewed by a five-person committee, all
of whom had fire fighting experience.
“Chief Hellmers has the credentials, the
know-how and the vision to be a great fire
chief and bring the Kenner Fire Department
to another level,” said Mayor Muniz.
Hellmers lives in North Kenner, is married and has three daughters. H

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS
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We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

(504) 467-1092

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner • 467-7775
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The “Road Home”
By GLENN DOTTOLO
M e d i a
coverage of
the
“Road
Home” program or, as the
cynical have
called it, “the
road to homelessness,” has
provided more
heat
than
light. Here is the condensed version.
The Road Home is Louisiana’s attempt
to get rebuilding funds to homeowners. The
program is not quick or easy but it is not
impossible either. If you had hurricane
damage you may be eligible for up to
$150,000 in rebuilding money which does
not have to be repaid if you stay in your
home or rebuild in Louisiana.
The program is designed to eliminate
fraud, so you will need to provide identification and you will be fingerprinted. This
is annoying but it is an unfortunate consequence for our sometimes casual approach
to integrity in government programs.
If you owned and occupied a single or
double home which incurred more than
$5,200 of damage during Hurricane Rita or
Katrina, you are probably eligible for
money from the Road Home program. The
program may provide up to $150,000 to pay
for the uncompensated loss of value or the
uncompensated cost to repair. The simple
way to look at this is to determine what the

house was worth before the storm and what
it will cost to get it back to that value. The
Road Home is designed to cover that cost,
minus any insurance proceeds or other government aid.
This calculation should be simple, but
it has been surrounded by controversy from
the beginning. Nonetheless, if you had
uncompensated damage, you should apply.
The process is tedious but all it costs is
your time. You can even sign a power of
attorney and let someone else apply on
your behalf. Don’t let bad press keep you
from finding out what you may be entitled
to. After all, your tax dollars funded this
program.
The Jefferson Road Home office is
located at 2400 Veterans in Suite 300. You
will need to schedule an appointment by
calling 1-888-762 3252. You can also apply
online at inquiry@road2la.org.
Once the award is calculated, you can
rebuild with disbursements made from an
escrow account, or if you prefer, you can
accept the buyout and sell your house to the
state.
After all we’ve been through, don’t let a
little paperwork and delay keep you from
getting the help that you need. H
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twe n t y - t wo
years of full service banking to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 5653655. Visit Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at .

H
H Community
Masson to run for District 79 house seat
Scott Masson, a Republican, has
announced his candidacy for the District 79
seat in the Louisiana House of
Representatives. The position is currently
held by Rep. Danny Martiny who is prohibited from running for re-election due to term
limits.
The election for state representative in
District 79 will be held on October 20, 2007.
Masson, a Kenner resident, is an inde-

pendent insurance agent employed with
Alvarez-Donnaway-Passons, Inc. He is married to the former Danielle LeDet. Masson is
a graduate of Brother Martin High School
and the University of New Orleans. He currently serves on the board of directors of the
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau and
has prev i o u s ly served on the Kenner
Municipal Fire and Police Civil Serv i c e
Board. H

And Then There Were None opens at RRT
Agatha Christie’s superlative mystery
comedy, originally titled Ten Little Indians,
And Then There Were None, opens on
Fr i d ay, March 2, at 8:00 p.m. at the
Rivertown Repertory Theatre. And Then
There Were None will run through March
18 with performances on Fr i d ays and
Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays at
2:30 p.m. An optional pre-performance
buffet served by Messina’s is available at
$18 and reservations are required. Group
rates are also available.
And Then There Were None involves

eight guests who have never met each other
or their absent hosts, and are lured to an
island and are marooned. They are accused
of getting away with murder and then one
drops dead – poisoned. Ticket prices are
$22 for adults, $20 for students and seniors
over 54 and $10 for children ages six to
twelve.
The theatre is located at 325 Minor
Street in Kenner’s Rivertown district. Call
468-7221 Tuesday through Fr i d ay from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for tickets and
reservations. H
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Community Development Department reaches out

By ARLEETA TERRELL
Kenner Community Development
Director
I was appointed on July 1, 2006, by
Mayor Ed Muniz as Kenner’s Director of
Community Development. I had served
from 1987 until 1996 as director of the
Jefferson
Parish
Department
of
Community Development Program and had
previously served as special assistant to
former Jefferson Parish President Ti m
Coulon from 1996 until 2002. While with
Jefferson, I worked in collaboration with
Kenner city officials on joint parish and
city projects. In 1994, I established the first
HOME Program Consortium in the state of
Louisiana, a continuing program which has
provided over $2 million dollars to Kenner
for housing development.
My department administers the
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG)
and
HOME
Investment
Partnership Programs. These federal grant
programs provide funding to assist local
governments in their efforts to provide community and economic development initiatives, while strengthening publ i c - p r ivate
partnerships to expand the supply of decent,
safe, sanitary and affordable housing.
One of the most popular programs and
services provided by our department is the
Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation
Program, which offers single family homeowners financial assistance for the rehabilitation of their homes. Eligible households
are those with incomes that are 60 percent
of the median income level as defined by
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
D evelopment. Assistance is provided
through a deferred payment loan of up to
$60,000. Repayment is deferred as long as
the grant conditions are met by the applicant over a 10 year period.
During November, 2006, our department accepted more than 76 applications
for this program. On January 12, 2007, a
public lottery was held and 20 names were
pulled. The department is currently processing those 20 cases. The large number of
applicants is proof many families are in
need of housing assistance and additional
funding is still needed to provide services
to those affected by Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita. The storms devastated the
Metropolitan New Orleans and Gulf Coast
areas as well as CDBG and HOME program sub-recipients like the city of Kenner
and area general contractors. Labor shortages and increased material and labor costs
resulted in decreased program activity. A

minimal number of households were assisted in 2005/06 immediately after Katrina.
This year the housing program activity
has improved. More than 25 general contractors have been pre-approved to bid on
housing construction jobs, resulting in an
average of six bidders per job. Competition
has stimulated participation and is producing more competitive pricing. Currently the
program has six jobs under construction
and four in the bid phase, as compared to
only two jobs completed last year. We are
hopeful that we will be able to open the
program for new applications in the fall
upon receipt of our annual funding from
HUD. General contractors wishing to participate in the program can request a contractor’s application from our department
by calling 468-7588 or visiting the office at
2100 3rd Street, Suite 8.
Also, our department is cooperating
with People’s Organization for Social
Equality (POSE) to offer a first-time homebuyer’s assistance program and a financial
fitness course. The program has funds
available to assist eligible first-time homebuyers in purchasing a home. Program participants could receive up to $10,000 in
financial assistance to help them with closing costs and/or down-payment requirements needed to purchase a home at a cost
of up to $200,160. To be approved for this
program, applicants must attend the firsttime homebuyers class and financial fitness class. For more information on the
program and class dates, please contact
POSE at 468-2063 or 1-866-549-POSE
(7673) or posehome@bellsouth.net. POSE
is a HUD-certified and approved housing
training provider.
The Department of Community
Development is currently accepting applications for its Repairs on Wheels program.
This is a new program provided in cooperation with the Volunteers of America to persons 55 years old or older, a female head of
household or the physically disabled. The
participants must meet a household income
guideline. The program is designed to provide home safety inspections and minor
home repairs such as fixing a leaking
faucet, installing a smoke alarm, replacing
a light switch or receptacle, etc. In addition
to addressing needed minor repairs, each
qualified home receives a free smoke
detector and carbon monoxide detector. Al
Korhorst, vice president of Volunteers of
America, said this is a program the VOA is
proud to sponsor in an ongoing effort
which it feels will ultimately enable the
recipients to live independently longer. The
program pays for the labor and most materials required of each job.
Applications for the Repairs on Wheels
program are ava i l a ble at the following
office locations:
Office of Community Development

2100 3rd Street, Suite 8
468-7588
Mary Ross, Project Coordinator
Martin Luther King Resource Center

1042 31st Street
466-0697
Charlyn Soniat, Center Supervisor
continued on page 23

Register Now!
Summer Camps

H Princess Camp - ages 3-6
H Dance and Cheer Camp - ages 7-11
CDA
Dance Center H Intensive Camp - ages 12 & up
2401 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Kenner

466-5856
Visit our website www.cdadance.com

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602 • Metairie, LA 70002
Mickey King
Susan Vrbaskovich
Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist
Reverse Mortgage
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3528
504-830-3527
504-830-3531
Jane Hayes
Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3526
504-830-3533
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Reforming our antiquated insurance system
By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District
As the rebuilding process following the landfall of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita now hits the 18 month mark, it is becoming
increasingly obvious that our current insurance system is incapable

HAIRCUTTERS & TANNING

HAIR STYLISTS NEEDED
for busy, friendly Kenner salon open since 1981.
No following necessary, no Sundays,
nights or holidays. $8.50/hr guarantee…
full or part time, paid vacation after 1 year.
CALL TRUDY CARTLEDGE 201-1677 ANYTIME
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
M - F 10 - 6 • Sat 9 - 3
339 W. Esplanade, Kenner

468-3617

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

of handling catastrophic disasters like the hurricanes of
2005. Too many homeowners and business owners
either cannot find insurance coverage or cannot afford
the coverage that is available. These higher insurance
costs act like a hidden tax which sends jobs out of
Louisiana and makes it harder to invest in Louisiana.
Since the hurricanes, all forms of insurance along
the Gulf Coast, including homeowners, wind, hail, and
business health care plans, have seen a tremendous
spike in costs. In 2006, the Louisiana Insurance Rating
Commission approved rate increases averaging 21.5
percent on homeowners’ policies, while in the greater
New Orleans area many homeowners’ policies rose
more than 50 percent.
Too many residents of the Gulf Coast have been told
that the damage caused to their homes, businesses and
property by the hurricanes of 2005 will not be fully covered because the insurance companies simply cannot
help them. Additionally, other homeowners and business owners either cannot find insurance coverage or
cannot afford the coverage that is available.
We must ensure that the residents of our state have
access to reasonably priced insurance, and are not forced
to live uninsured due to insurance companies exponentially raising their rates. We must also ensure that insurance companies have the resources necessary to be able
to payout when such catastrophic events occur.
In order to fight this disturbing trend, I have worked
with my colleagues in Congress in a bipartisan way to
introduce two bills that will help insure people from wind
and flood damage in future disasters, as well as protect
against artificially inflated prices by insurance companies.
The first bill, the Multiple Peril Insurance Act, will
create an optional insurance program within the
National Flood Insurance Program. The new program
would offer coverage of wind and flood damage in one
policy, without requiring policyholders to distinguish
wind damage from flood damage. A windstorm will be
defined for these purposes as any hurricane, tornado,
cyclone, typhoon or other wind event.
This would not just be limited to hurricanes, but
would also offer protection for others around the state if
a destructive tornado, like the one recently in the New
Orleans area or the F3 tornado that caused destruction in
North Louisiana’s Olla back in 2004, were to unexpectedly hit. Louisiana ranks fifth in the nation on the frequency of tornadoes per square mile that hit our state.
Insurance companies should not be making record
profits, such as the $45 billion in profits they made in
2006, while Louisiana residents cannot afford their premiums. For example, many of the residents in St.
Martin Parish whose homes were destroyed by a tornado right after Valentine’s Day had recently dropped their
homeowner’s insurance due to the rising insurance costs
after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. As reported in one
local paper, a 90-year-old widow on a fixed income was
faced with just that dilemma – pay for food, medicine
and other needs or use that money to pay her increasing
insurance premiums. She chose the former and now
must rebuild her home after it was destroyed by the tornado without the help of insurance. That is absolutely
unacceptable, and something has to change.
For homes, the bill ensures coverage availability of
at least up to $500,000 for the structure and up to
$150,000 for contents and loss of use. For nonresidential properties, the bill ensures coverage availability of
at least up to $1,000,000 for structure and up to
$750,000 for contents and business interruption.
The federal government aided businesses and indi-

viduals struggling to purchase terrorism insurance after
September 11, 2001, and the people of Louisiana
deserve the same help. With more than 53 percent of
our country’s population living in the 673 coastal counties and parishes, it is critical that we provide insurance
to these areas.
The second bill will amend the McCarran-Ferguson
Act to permit enforcement of antitrust laws and regulations in the insurance industry.
The insurance industry, as the result of an antiquated law, is currently one of the only consumer industries
in the nation that is exempt from antitrust laws. This
leaves every American at risk to collusion and price fixing by the insurance industry, a practice that is unfair at
best, and despicable at worst. It makes no sense that an
industry that is so critical to so many has been given the
legal ability to take advantage of its customers. By
removing the antitrust exemption, insurance customers
will now not only be protected by their state insurance
commissions, but the United States Department of
Justice and the Federal Trade Commission as well. This
is a huge step towards ensuring that all the residents of
Louisiana, the Gulf Coast and the rest of the country
have access to the affordable insurance policies they
need. Currently, the insurance industry is one of the
only industries exempt from antitrust laws, and my bill
will fix this problem.
It is illegal for gas stations in Louisiana to call each
other before or after a storm to decide that they will
increase prices, and hardware stores cannot get together and decide that they will quadruple the price of plywood because a hurricane is heading our way. In the
same way, insurance companies should not be able to
collude to increase the cost of insurance for residents
who have already been through so much.
Additionally, I also introduced the Policyholder
Disaster Protection Act. This bill will establish a taxexempt policyholder disaster protection fund, and allow
insurance companies to make tax deductible contributions to the fund for the payment of policyholders’
claims arising from catastrophic events.
The Policyholder Disaster Protection Act will benefit those who are currently trying to rebuild following
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, as well as those affected
by natural disasters, such as tornadoes, in the future.
The residents of our state have already been through
so much in the last 18 months, and it is not right to ask
them to triple or quadruple their insurance costs when so
many are still rebuilding their lives. We cannot rebuild
our state unless people move back to the area, and this
will be a challenge if insurance costs remain as high as
they are now. We cannot reasonably expect people to
return home when they cannot even afford to live in and
invest in preventative measures for their own homes.
While we cannot go back in time to fix the present,
we can take steps to brighten the future. I will continue
to fight to ensure that our now antiquated insurance system is reformed so that the problems we are experiencing currently never happen again. H
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st Congressional
District cov e rs Je ffe rson, Orleans, St. Charles, St.
Ta m m a ny, Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally and in
Washington, D.C. and can be re a ched via his
Southshore office at 3525 North Causeway Boulevard,
Suite 1020, Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to Congressman Jindal
directly at www.Jindal.house.gov.
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Unfinished business
By JAMES L. MELCHERS
What can
unf inished
business cost?
What are the
consequences
of failing to
complete
a
legal matter? A
previous article
told the sad
story of the
woman whose husband died without a will
and, because of several specific circumstances, she is losing everything. This article
focuses on a business relationship gone sour.
Margaret, Loretta and George are physical
therapists, with approx i m a t e ly 10 years of
experience, who worked as employees for other
physical therapists. After Katrina, they decided
to open their own clinic as co-owners. They
hired an attorney who practices business law.
After two meetings with their attorney, they
decided to set up a limited liability company
known as Feeling Good, L.L.C. The attorney
prepared and the clients executed the Articles
of Organization, the Initial Report, and an
Acknowledgment of Acceptance by the
Registered Agent for the limited liability company, all of which were registered with
Louisiana’s Secretary of State. An Employer
Identification Number (EIN) for the company
was secured from the Internal Revenue Service.
During one of their meetings, the attorn ey advised the three co-owners of the
advantages of executing an operating agreement which would define the relationship
between themselves and the limited liability
company. Among other things, an operating
agreement would specifically address an exit
strategy for the members in the event of
death, divorce or a member’s desire to disassociate from the company. Margaret, Loretta
and George authorized the attorney to prepare a draft of the operating agreement
which was submitted to them for review and
comments. Each member reviewed the document and the attorney spent much time nego-

tiating the terms between the three and
explaining the reasons for specific provisions. All were pleased with the final outcome. The attorney tried multiple times to
get the three together to sign the operating
agreement. They never did. There wa s
always some excuse.
Several months later, they found a location for the clinic, signed a lease, purchased
equipment and opened several bank accounts
for the company. At this point, it was decided that Margaret would initially handle the
operation of the clinic while Loretta and
George exited from their contracts with their
prior employers. Margaret, who had put up
the bulk of the money for the company,
began operations.
Six months later Loretta and George
developed cold feet and secured positions
with other employers. Now it was time for
the parties to look to the operating agreement for the exit strategy. However, there
was no exit strategy as the parties never
signed the agreement, and they are unwilling
to execute it now. After pondering the above
dilemma, the three co-owners contacted the
attorney who set up the company advising
him of the change in circumstances and
employed him to prepare the necessary additional documents to disassociate Loretta and
George from the company.
In conclusion, the failure of Margaret,
Loretta and George to execute the operating
agreement which provided an exit strategy
for them caused unnecessary grief, additional attorney fees, and most important of all,
hard feelings between folks who were at one
time really good friends.
What can unfinished business cost?
Money, time, anxiety, and friendships. H
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney
at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s
primary areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate,
corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers
can be reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
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Chapelle annual fundraiser to be held in March
On Saturday, March 24, 2007,
Archbishop Chapelle High School, 8800
Veterans Boulevard, will hold its tenth
anniversary Emerald Gala, celebrating with
the theme “A Red Carpet Affair.”
Celebrity emcee is Chapelle ’96 alumna
Jill Hezeau, a WWL-TV news reporter. Lori
and David Speed are chairing the event with
co-chairs Kim Sorensen and Colleen Kuhn.
Tickets may be purchased in advance for
$50 each or $60 at the door. Call ACHS special events director Dottie Schule at 4673106, extension 120, for information.

A patron party will be held from 6:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the lobby of Chapelle’s
Our Lady of Prompt Succor Center, the
newly dedicated fine arts building. The gala
will be held in the Chapelle ballroom gymnasium. Chuck Stiebing and the
Moonlighters band will play from 10:30
p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
Doors will open for the gala at 7:30 p.m.
with a dinner buffet provided by over 25
local restaurants, caterers and bakeries plus
an open bar. Silent and verbal auctions will
be held from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. H

“You Are Losing Your Hair…”

Few words can frighten a woman more…Alopecia has
many causes…heredity, diet, stress, side effects of
medication…But now, you can fight back.
Our Expert Stylists are regularly trained in dimensional/
corrective coloring, scalp nurturing, and texturizing
techniques, all to bring you Beautiful, Thicker, More
Manageable Hair.
Call today for your Free Consultation, or schedule
any service from our complete hair/nail menu.

HairS tylesUnlimited

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
Open Mon. - Sat.
Celebrating 30 Years as
Kenner’s leading thinning hair specialist
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Is the Individual 401K right for you?
By RONALD HAMPTON
Last month we talked about the virtually unknown veteran’s
benefit that can mean thousands of dollars a year to qualified veterans. This month we will talk about another, virtually unknown,
government program that can be of equal benefit for those who
SINCE 1978

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
Restaurants, hotels &
large commercial buildings

can qualify…the Individual 401K.
Everyone over 70-1/2 knows that you must begin to
take an annual required minimum distribution from
your IRA. The more money in your IRA the more you
must take out. But what most don’t know, including
many brokers, is that you can roll that IRA into an individual 401K, and, as long as you meet the IRS guidelines, you never have to take a distribution.
Why a 401K rather than an IRA? Other than the
above benefit which allows you to keep all your contributions working for you, there are several, and one of
the most important is the amount of annual contributions. For example, individuals over the age of 50 can
contribute as much as $49,000. And remember, this is
money on which taxes would be otherwise owed. In
addition, tax free loans of up to 50 percent of the total
401K value can be made with up to five years to pay
back or even more if used to purchase a primary residence. None of these features are available in a regular
IRA, SEP or SIMPLE IRA.
Although this benefit has been available since pas-

450-1753

sage of the 2001 tax relief law, it is rarely used. Perhaps
one reason is that it is a little more difficult to set up
than an IRA and experts are rare. Also, if it is used for
those over the age of 70-1/2 the contributions must be
made from earned income. But in these days of seniors
continuing to work far beyond traditional retirement
age, it is an option you may want to pursue. Remember,
you may not have any employees other than a spouse
and contributions are tied directly to earned income.
But if you meet the requirements this is a great way to
shelter a lot of income and make your retirement
account increase rather than decrease. H
Ronald Hampton is the principal of Retirement
Planning Associates located at 3500 North Causeway
Boulevard in Metairie. Hampton is a Certified
R e t i rement Financial Advisor™ and author of
“Retirement Land Mines and How to Avoid Them”©.
He can be reached at 1-800-569-2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net. Hampton’s firm is a participant in the
Better Business Bureau CARE program.
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Third time a charm for CheerNation in Kenner
By SHARON SOLOMON

FREE ESTIMATES

LOOKING FOR TWO AGENTS
WHO KNOW THEIR FIELD?
CALL US NOW AND GET A DEAL!!!
LISTING:
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000
4301 Indiana Street - $229,500
1169 Candlelight Court - $228,000
(Marrero)

LORI
PIGEON
HOWCOTT

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY

FOR LEASE:
2444 Idaho (Kenner) - $800
2436 Idaho (Kenner) - $800

Realtor/Consultant Realtor/Consultant

(504) 338-4965 (504) 909-8765
®

455-0100

The Kenner Convention
and Visitors Bureau is
happy to welcome back to
Kenner CheerNation, a
national cheerleading event
that held their first competition here in 2006. After
Katrina, David Yates, chief
executive
officer
of
CheerNation, assured us
that his group would fulfill
their obligation to hold their event in the city in April of
2006. So, he came, he delivered a quality event, his kids
had fun, he donated to Katrina charities and now he’s coming back again this year. And, CheerNation has enjoyed
their Kenner experience so much they have scheduled to
return next year to make it three years in a row.
“At CheerNation it is always our goal to create a positive experience for each competitor, parent, coach and
fan. We are all about quality and we are constantly devel-

CRIME NUMBERS

(continued from page 1)

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

Anyone who feels that way needs to find somewhere
else to work.”
Chief Caraway said his office door is open to the
public and he wants the good reports and bad reports on
the conduct of KPD officers.
Another concern, said Chief Caraway, is an increasing number of complaints about speeding in Kenner’s
residential neighborhoods. “I think the speeding is a byproduct of the recovering Kenner economy and the fact
that we are seeing record levels of traffic in the city,”
said Chief Caraway. “It’s becoming clear to me that we
have to deploy some officers in the neighborhoods
where drivers are taking ‘short cuts’ and driving 40 to 50

oping new techniques aimed at enhancing the overall
cheer and dance competition experience. In Kenner we
find this easy to do,” says Yates.
CheerNation competitions offer state-of-the-art productions and are managed by highly experienced event
management and cheer/dance professionals, assuring
every squad and supporter a schedule-conscious, cuttingedge cheer and dance competition experience. High tech
production will be standard as well, with lights, lasers and
digital sound.
Tickets will be available for the general public to view
this event, which takes place April 21-22, 2007 at the
Po n t c h a rtrain Center. For more information on
CheerNation visit www.cheernation.net.
If you have any questions, please contact me at the
KCVB office at 464-9494. H
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau, located at 2100
Third Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be
reached at 464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com or
at www.kennercvb.com.

miles on residential streets. That isn’t acceptable. It puts
children, pets and senior citizens at risk on the streets
where they live. We’re going to have to put a stop to that.
I know people hate to get traffic tickets. But, if you’re
driving 50 miles an hour on a residential street, you have
no legitimate complaint if you get a speeding ticket.” H

Check out the
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Spend your tax refund on one of your biggest investments

By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
How will you spend your tax refund?
Flat-screen TV? IPod? Clothes? The Car
Care Council has a better idea for your
money: spend it on your second biggest
investment, your car. Maintaining your present vehicle can be the key to long-term
financial happiness.
“Whether it’s an oil change, replacing
brakes or new belts and hoses, that periodic
repair bill is a drop in the bucket compared
to monthly payments on a new car,” said
Rich White, executive director of the Car
Care Council. “The bottom line is that a
properly maintained vehicle is safer, more
dependable, more fuel efficient, less polluting and more valuable. The smartest way to
get a solid return on your investment is to
keep your car through what we call the
‘Cinderella Era.’ It’s that period of time after
the payoff when your car is still in great
shape and needs only modest repairs.”
The Car Care Council estimates that
more than $62 billion in vehicle mainte-

nance and repair is not performed every
year, evidence that there is considerably
more that consumers should be doing to protect their automotive investment.
“We advise our clients that if they want
a 10 percent increase on their investments
every year they need to cut down on their
expenses,” said Terry Mulcahy, vice president of investments for R.W. Baird in
Mequon, Wis. “A new automobile is for

most people their second biggest investment
next to a home, so a great way to save
money and increase financial assets is to
hang on to their current vehicle rather than
buy a new one every few years. Budgeting
for and doing preventative maintenance on
your car is one of the best ways to cut your
costs and keep your car.”
So, when you get your tax refund, it
would be wise to spend some of it on main-

taining your second biggest investment –
your car. H
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Seatbelt safety
Using a seatbelt is the most effective
way to protect yourself from being injured
in a car accident. However, there are correct
and incorrect ways of wearing a safety belt
and it is extremely important that you know
the difference in order to avoid being hurt.
The shoulder belt should be snug
across the chest and collarbone and never
crossing the front of the neck or face.
If you have an automatic shoulder belt,
always remember to buckle the lap belt
manually. The shoulder belt alone cannot
protect you from serious injury.
Do not place the shoulder belt behind
your back. When your upper body is not
restrained, injuries to the head and chest
are likely.

Never wear the shoulder belt under
your arm. In a crash, the belt instantly
places pressure on the ribcage, which can
cause broken ribs and internal injuries.
Remember, airbags alone cannot protect you in an accident. They were designed
to be used in conjunction with seatbelts to
provide extra protection in front end collisions.
Small children should always ride in
safety seats, approved for their age and
size, always in the backseat of a car.
Always practice seatbelt safety in the
presence of children. Research shows that
driver seatbelt use determines child seatbelt use.
“When used properly, seatbelts save

lives. It’s just that simple,” said Kenner
Police Chief Steve Caraway. “I urge our citizens to put these tips into practice each
time they get into a vehicle.” H

Children’s
Castle
501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on Saturdays

11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

ORTHOPEDIC CENTER FOR SPORTS MEDICINE
Luis M. Espinoza, M.D., Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center of excellence dedicated to providing the highest quality care for patients with injury or disease of the
musculoskeletal system. Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. and Luis
M. Espinoza, M.D. are fellowship trained and board certified orthopedic surgeons.
Their practice encompasses sports medicine, arthroscopy, joint replacement surgery, fracture care, and occupational injuries with focused expertise in surgery of
the shoulder and knee. The Orthopedic Center utilizes in house physical therapists

to facilitate recovery following injury or surgery. We are pleased to announce the
addition of an extremity MRI at our Metairie office for added patient convenience.
Drs. Espinoza, Murphy, and Lyons are pleased to announce their association as
orthopedic consultants to the New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs.
671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 100, Kenner 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663
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Good exercise habits lead to good lifestyle habits

By YVETTE DUSSOUY
A healthy lifestyle is a combination of
exercise, nutrition and stress management.
If you’re attempting to improve your health,
tackling all these areas can be a daunting

task. Why not start with one and let the others fall into place? It really doesn’t matter
which area you choose, but as might be
expected, beginning with exercise is a wise
course of action.
Study after study reveals that regular
physical activity has a positive influence on
your health, lowering your risk of cardiovascular disease and several types of cancer. But adhering to a regular exercise program can be a challenge unless you make it
a priority. You can improve your chances of

success by:
Enlisting the support and participation
of friends and/or family members.
Selecting activities that you enjoy,
rather than those which offer the quickest
results.
Scheduling workouts as you would any
other important commitment.
Setting realistic goals (for example, I’ll
walk for 30 minutes three days this week)
and indulging in healthy rewards (i.e. a
movie or massage) when you reach them.
Another reason to start with exercise is
that it almost always leads to changes in
your diet and level of stress. Exercise is a
natural stress manager. Physical exertion
lets you release tension that may otherwise
build and become destructive to yo u r
health. Healthy active bodies tend to crave
healthy, high-energy foods as well, and if
you’re physically active, it’s easier to allow
yourself an occasional treat – guilt free.
So don’t hold back any longer. It’s the
perfect time to make a resolution to lead to
healthier lifestyle. You can start at home
with your own simple resistance routines.
Your weights should be heavy enough so
that your muscles are slightly fatigued after

10 to15 repetitions. If you cannot perform
10 repetitions however, they are too heavy.
As you become stronger, you can increase
it to two or three sets of this exercise, resting briefly in between.
If you are not comfortable to start on
your own, it’s time for you to get out there
and find the right program for you. Some
exercise programs will allow you to watch,
or try it out, before you invest. Call around
in your area and get started. It could be the
beginning of a good lifestyle habit! H
Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor
for over 16 years, has owned and operated
the Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center located at 3729 Williams Boulevard for over 13
years. Dussouy has been awa rded
Pacesetter Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc.
for the past eight years. Dussouy can be
reached at 443-6666 or jazspot@aol.com.
The Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes
e a rly morning, morning, afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include
childcare. This class schedule incl u d e s
classes for the overweight through the very
fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.
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Kenner teen wins Cox art contest
ITA LIA N, SEA FOOD,
& STEAK S

Offerings
OVERSTUFFED POBOYS AND MUFFALETTAS
Meatball
Veal Parmigiana
Italian Sausage

Ham & Cheese
Chicken Parmigiana
Shrimp, Fish, Oyster

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SATURDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

A senior at Grace King High School has
won top prize in the Cox Communications
“Our History” Art Contest. Seventeen year
o l d
Elisabeth
Clancy
w a s
awarded a
$1,000
scholarship for
her wa t e r
color portrait of a
woman
trying to
carry her
two chilElisabeth Clancy
dren
to
safety in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
She says she was motivated to paint the
scene after pouring over a book of images
from Katrina. “You can’t help but feel for
the lady in this picture. And you hope they
made it out ok.”
Clancy, known to her friends and family
as “Liz,” says she has concentrated on water
colors for the past two years. “I like to use
them in painting people. I think the colors
add to the feeling of movement, especially
in this portrait of the lady and her babies.”
Since Bissonet Elementary School,
Clancy has been in the Jefferson Parish

Talented Visual Arts program. No firstgrader had ever previously been placed in
the program. At Grace King, her art teacher
has been Fran Babcock, who was on hand to
see her student win the award in January at
the New Orleans Museum of Art.
Clancy is also the editor of Irish Eyes,
Grace King’s award winning newspaper as
well as vice president of her senior class.
As for college, Clancy has applied to
Virginia Commonwealth, the Rhode Island
School of Design and LSU. Her plan is to
major in fashion merchandising and minor
in art.
Clancy and all of the winners, who represented Orleans, St. Charles and Jefferson
Parishes, were seen on Cox Channel 10 in
the awards ceremony hosted by Steve
Sawyer and Brad Grundmeyer. She also was
asked to appear on Grundmeyer’s “Cox
Plugged In,” a student-oriented talk show.
In the freshman through junior category,
Archbishop Chapelle High School student
Kaitlyn McKey won fourth place. H

KENNER
STHR
Website
www.kennerstar.com
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Making sense out of real estate lingo
By LINDA R. MARTIN
As with all
industries, real
estate professionals have
d eveloped a
lingo
and
a c r o nyms to
help
them
communicate
with
each
other
more
easily. For the
first-time homebuyer (and even some veterans), making sense of property listings
can sometimes leave you feeling like you’re
deciphering The DaVinci Code.
Let’s take a look at a sample real estate
listing: “2,500 sf on a c-d-s, 2BR, 2.5BA,
CA, spac grt rm w/ wbfp, grmet kit, det gar.”
Looks a lot like alphabet soup, right?
However, using this type of abbreviated
property description saves valuable advertising space. Some abbreviations you’ll
probably encounter are:
AC or A/C: air conditioning
BA: bathroom
BR: bedroom
CA: central air
C-D-S: cul de sac
DET: detached
DK: deck
EIK: eat-in kitchen
F/FIN BSMT: finished basement
FDR: formal dining room
FP, frplc: fireplace
GAR: garage
GRMT KIT: gourmet kitchen
GRT RM: great room
HDW, HWF, Hdwd: hardwood floors
HOA: home owners association
LR: living room
KIT: kitchen
OFC: office
PVT: private
SF: square feet
SPAC: spacious
VW, VU: view
WBFP: wood-burning fireplace
In addition to the abbreviations in property listings, here are a few other common

terms you should become familiar with.
FSBO – For Sale By Owner. This term
refers to a property which the homeowner
is trying to sell independent of a real estate
professional.
MLS – Multiple Listing Service.
MLSs are comprised of a group of real
estate brokers who have agreed to share
their property listings. This listing is then
provided to the group through a database or
directory. If you are buying your home, this
is the service that your sales professional
will use to search for potential homes for
you to purchase. If you are selling your
property, your real estate professional can
list your home through the MLS. For-SaleBy-Owner (FSBO) properties are typically
not listed through the MLS.
CMA – Compara t ive Marketing
Analysis. This analysis is an informal
assessment of a property’s market value.
This is one of the tools your real estate professional can use to help you determine a
reasonable listing price. Usually, the CMA
compares your property with similar properties that have sold in your area within a
certain time frame. Besides purchase price,
some of the information typically listed is
the number of bedrooms and baths, approximate square footage, size of major rooms,
amenities such as fireplaces and pools, age
of the home and property taxes.
During the real estate process, you’ll
more than likely come across more
acronyms and lingo. Make sure you ask
your real estate professional to explain any
terms you are unfamiliar with so that you
are not in for any surprises.
By the way, the listing above was a
2,500 square-feet home on a cul-de-sac,
with two bedrooms and two and a half
baths, central air, a spacious great room
with a wood-burning fireplace, a gourmet
kitchen and detached garage. H
Linda R. Martin can be reached at 4436464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is an
independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates,
Inc., a Prudential Financial company. Visit
the Prudential website at www.prudentialgardner.com.

H
H Community
The Republican Women’s Club
of Kenner hosts monthly meetings
By TROY BROUSSARD
Since formally organizing in 1986
through the effort of Ginny Martinez, the
Republican Women’s Club of Kenner has
sought to educate its membership on political issues while at the same time serving the
local community.
“We inform the public through political

and educational activities, increase the
effectiveness of women in the cause of good
government, encourage educational and
community involvement and involve women
in all levels of citizenship,” explains First
Vice President Peggy Childers. “We also
network with elected Republican Party leaders and provide leadership skills training.”
continued on page 17

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625
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Removing mildew, stains and fungus on roofs
By DAN DORMADY
Many of the newer homes and even
some of the older homes that have newer
asphalt shingled roof surfaces, often appear

stained and discolored to the point of it
causing homeowner’s concerns regarding
the roof on their home. This staining or discoloration is caused by mildew or fungus
growth on the surface of the shingles.
Here are some helpful suggestions on
how to deal with this problem.
Chlorine bleach cleaning mixtures are
one option. If you’ve had experience with
mold and mildew in the home, you know
the best mildew remover is chlorine bleach.

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

ON THE GRILL!
10 oz. BURGERS

HAPPY HOUR

• EVERYDAY!
LiveWeekendBands

Full Menu 11 a.m. - till

11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

ALL BANDS 10pm-2am NO COVER
March 9
Busta Browns
March 10
The Blackened Blues Band
March 16
The Wise Guys
March 17
Local Option 2
March 24
Gas House Gorillaz

466-4069

But outdoor, heavy duty cleaning usually
calls for a more heavy-duty mixture such as
Jomax from the Zinsser Company, which
combines a cleaner with a bleach activator.
The following procedure is for bleachcleaning only using Jomax. (Other cleaning
options are mentioned later in this article.)
1. Bleach mixtures can injure sensitive
plants. Because it is difficult to totally protect them from the mix, spray them down
with clean water before applying the mix
and immediately after, whether you cover
them or not!
2. Using a plastic pump-type garden
sprayer, thoroughly soak the affected area
with your choice of chemical. Allow it to sit
for at least five minutes.
3. Wash off all dirt and fungus residue
with a hose. Note: Though power washing
was recommended for years, the industry has
moved towards low-pressure cleaning due to
evidence of permanent asphalt shingle damage caused by high-pressure power washing.
4. Allow the roof to dry thoroughly.
Inspect the roof for any remaining fungus...if it is slimy, or any sort of residue
comes off on your hand, repeat the above
steps. You must let the roof dry before a
second application of mix. A second application of cleaner will not have its full effect
on a damp surface!
Using bleach on your asphalt roof can
cause problems and should only be used
with caution. If you think it wise to leave
the bleach-brew on the roof longer than the
recommended time, think again! As mentioned earlier, long term exposure to bleach
can damage most any surface, and your
roof is no exception. There is some concern
regarding the use of chlorine-based products on asphalt roofs. Household bleach
can damage asphalt due to its high sodium
content. Apparently, the sodium causes an
electrochemical reaction that reduces the
elasticity of the asphalt leading to stiffness,
brittleness and curling of the shingles.
Thankfully, there are some great alternatives to bleach. First, however, sodium
hydroxide products are not to be used. A
chemical alternative to bleach uses the antif u n gal agent sodium hydroxide...also
known as lye. Lye-based products appeared
on the market a few years ago, but turned
out to be even more dangerous to use than
bleach! Even at low concentrations, permanent damage could be done to the roofing,
possibly even dissolving the roofing nails!
Fortunately, most lye-based products have
been removed from the market.
Here are a few bleach-free chemical
treatments that can help keep fungus under

control:
Spray and Forget is a new product that
offers a long-term solution to fungus problems. It is sprayed on and allowed to dry
without rinsing. Though it is slow-acting
when compared to bleach solutions, it can
prevent mildew growth for years! If you
want to see quick results, you can do a oneshot bleach cleaning. Rinse thoroughly,
allow to dry and then apply Spray and
Forget according to the instructions.
Moss Out comes in a number of formulations, one specifically for roofs and others designed to remove and/or inhibit moss
and fungus growth on siding, masonry surfaces and even lawns. Their formula uses
tried and true zinc compounds that linger
on surfaces to provide continuing protection from fungus re-growth.
If you wish to prevent reoccurrence of
fungus, there are a few options. Zinc strips
have been used for many years as an algae
preventative. Savetime Corporation offers
sets of three inch zinc strips, which are
attached near the peak of the roof. When it
rains, a slight amount of zinc dissolves
from the strips and coats the roof, inhibiting algae and fungus growth.
Anti-Growth from Camden Products
o ffers long-term protection against the
return of mildew once the cleaning is done.
Unlike the other products mentioned on
this page, Anti-Growth can be used for interior applications.
Fi n a l ly, would you believe, fungusresistant shingles? The 3M Company has
developed an additive for asphalt roofing
shingles using copper granules. This
unique advance in shingle technology gives
long-term fungus protection for the entire
roof. They call it the AlgaeBlock system.
You can find more information on these
special
roofing
shingles
at
www.mmm.com/Algaeblock/intro.html. 3M
is not a manufacturer of asphalt shingles,
just the granules. However, they do list a
number of companies that are producing
shingles meeting their specifications. H
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

American Cancer Society
INFORMATION & ANSWERS
24 hours a day – 7 days a week
1-800-ACS-2345 • www.cancer.org
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Controlling pain and swelling after injury
By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.
M i n o r
sprains
or
strains cause
damage to tissue, and fluid
will accumulate in the
injured area.
Injury leads to
swelling which
will limit joint
motion
and
cause pain. The “RICE” method of therapy
will help control pain and swelling and
minimize the side effects of such an injury.
Each letter of the “RICE” method of treatment represents an important aspect of the
treatment, specifi c a l ly “Rest, Ice,
Compression and Elevation.”
1. Rest – Rest is essential to keep an
injury from getting worse. You do not have
to stop completely, but you should reduce
the intensity of your activities until pain is
significantly reduced. If an activity hurts, it
is best to avoid participation until the pain
improves. Depending on the nature and
severity of the injury, this phase may
require anywhere from a few days to several weeks before improvement is noted.
Returning to full activity too soon may
result in persistent pain and swelling and
prolong the recovery time.
2. Ice – Ice or anything cold, such as an
unopened bag of frozen peas, can effectively decrease swelling and discomfort from
an injury. Icing will deaden pain and
decrease the amount of bleeding and
swelling by constricting injured capillaries.
Conversely, heat applied too soon after
injury often results in dilation of vessels
with increased bleeding and swelling. Use
ice for about twenty minutes about every
two hours while swelling is noticeable.

REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S CLUB
(continued from page 15)

The group meets on the fourth Tuesday
of every month at the Kenner Pavilion in
Kenner City Park located at 3000 Loyola
Boulevard. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
meetings start at 7:00 p.m. followed by
refreshments. Meetings are open to the public and feature presentations by a wide range
of speakers, such as February’s guest Ivor
Van Heerden, LSU disaster specialist and
hurricane researcher.
“It is a great opportunity to meet, work
and socialize with women of similar interests,” Childers said.
As a member of the National
Republican Pa rty and the Louisiana
Federation of Republican Women, which
was chartered in 1953, the Kenner organization joins close to 3,000 members statewide
in encouraging and fostering Republican
ideals – sometimes as candidates for office.

Always place a protective barrier, such as a
towel, between your skin and the ice to
avoid any damage to the exposed skin.
3. Compression – A light compressive
bandage, that is not wrapped excessively
tight, will help control swelling. Re-apply
compression wraps every four hours and
remove them immediately if throbbing of
the body part occurs. Also, be sure to never
wear a wrap at night while sleeping.
Excessive pressure while asleep can result
in restricted blood flow and cause damage
to the soft tissue.
4. Elevation – Elevating the injured
extremity limits swelling by using gravity
to help drain fluid from the injured tissue.
This is more practical for arms and legs
than for backs and hips. While elevating an
extremity, extreme height is not necessary.
For example, placing a couple of pillows at
night under an injured knee or ankle is
plenty of elevation. In addition, keeping an
injured wrist or elbow in a sling is enough
to avoid hanging the arm at the side where
gravity works to draw fluid or keep fluid in
the extremity.
We rarely use heat in injuries until
about a week after the injury. Heat is predominantly used when there is associated
stiffness, and the application of heat is then
followed by the use of ice to reduce any
swelling that may occur. H
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine. Dr.
Espinoza serves as a consultant for the New
York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs
baseball team. The Orthopedic Center is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise
in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are
located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

“We encourage our member’s participation as candidates, voters and volunteers,”
Childers said.
The Republican Women’s Club of
Kenner also supports a variety of causes and
e ff o rts, including the Barbara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy, the Mamie
Eisenhower Library Project, scholarships,
teacher awards and yearly book giveaways
to Kenner schools.
O rganization officers are President
Steph Judice, Recording Secretary Michele
Branigan, Corresponding Secretary Babs
Cory and Treasurer Gisela Chevalier.
Peggy Muniz serves as chairman and public relations director, Bertha Smith serves
as literacy chairman and Monique Woods is
“support the troops” chair for the organization. The group’s chaplain is Jimmie
Crenshaw.
For more information or to become a
member call 464-6565. H

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503
WE ARE YOUR BOILING HEADQUARTERS!
EVERYTHING YOU NEED
FOR YOUR BOILING NEEDS

Cajunland Seasoning
Potatoes • Corn • Garlic

Don’t Forget Your

PROPANE

Place
Your Order
for…

“GREEN BEER”
We Now Carry
“LeBlanc’s”
Cajun Boudin
• Reg. Boudin
• Crawfish Boudin
• Shrimp Boudin
Hog Head Cheese
Smoked Sausage
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THE BIGGEST
DAM MOVIE YOU EVER SAW.

OPENS NOVEMBER 1 • Call 468-7231 Ext. 228 For Showtimes
Produced in the giant screen IMAX/OMNIMAX format, BEAVERS plunges viewers into the rich aquatic habitat of one of nature’s greatest engineers for an intimate look.
Set in pristine forests and waters in the heart of the Canadian Rocky Mountains, this film follows the story of a family of beavers as they grow, play and transform the world
around them. Leaving the shelter of an overcrowded colony, a young pair of beavers set out over land in search of a location for their new home. A site is found and the beavers
begin a monumental project: the total transformation of the surrounding area to suit their needs as water dwellers. Filmed principally in the Kananaskis region of Alberta, Canada,
BEAVERS depicts the life of these amphibious, shy, mysterious animals, from tree-felling and dam-building, to the rearing of young and the hazards of the forest.
In 2004 the film BEAVERS was inducted into the Maximum Image Hall of Fame by IMAX theaters from around the world. Released in 1988,
BEAVERS is still in exhibition more than a decade-and-a-half later and has become a cinema classic and a world-wide family favorite.
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Horticulture hints for March
By LYNNE DIMM
March is
the month that
offers the most
fun for gardeners and nature
lovers. If you
pay attention
you can see the
d a i ly progression and development of buds
and it is wonderful to anticipate when the
trees and flowers will actually bloom. The
first to burst into color this spring will be
the Japanese magnolia tree. Some people
tend to call it a “tulip tree” but it is not related to tulips at all. Once a year the flowers on
this tree develop from buds on bare branches into tulip-like, large, pink and lavender
blooms. The flowers will eventually drop
and green leaves will take their place, filling out the tree with growth for the entire
summer.
Next to blossom will be yellow Caroline
jasmine, a climbing vine with beautiful yellow fragrant flowers. Their fragrance
reminds me of baby powder, as it is light
and lovely. Shortly after the jasmines bloom
you will notice a certain large bare tree
beginning to be covered by tiny red blooms.
This it the red maple tree which will also
drop its flowers to be replaced with green
leaves for the summer.
Spring blooming flowers are the variety
you should be enjoying now. It is too early
for summer flowers to produce. It is fine to
plant petunias, tall and dwarf snaps, begonias, alyssum and viola as these can survive
if we experience a little cool weather. My
favorites planted together are petunias and
tall snaps which, when cut, look pretty in
vases as decorations for all of your spring
occasions.

Vegetables to plant now are tomatoes,
eggplants and all varieties of peppers. Now
is also the time to plant cucumber, squash,
herbs and melons. Be sure to fertilize them
often so the flowers can turn into beautiful
fruit and veggies. Since they love the shade,
lettuce can be planted under tomatoes.
Everyone should have green onions, parsley
and mint in their Kenner gardens, as these
are all easy to grow. Plant your own satsuma
and lemon trees so you will have them as
they may be hard to find this year. Naval
orange and fig trees do well in our climate
and will produce fruit very early.
Let’s get rid of anything left in any garden that was storm-ruined and replace it
with new landscape material. Seeing thriving living plants and viewing beautiful
things is uplifting.
Buying plants from magazines or the
Internet may can cause a lot of problems if
you are not careful. You can be sure a plant
will thrive in our climate if you find it for
sale in a local nursery or garden center.
Apply a good “weed and feed” to your
lawn by following the directions on the
package. Water your lawn when necessary
and keep weeds down with the RoundUp
product. Fertilize all shrubs with 15-5-10,
which is best for our soil.
Get out and plant color in your gardens.
You will smile every time you look at what
you have helped create. Have a happy, glorious spring and watch for and enjoy all the
new blossoms you will find this month. H
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Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a reg i s t e red and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.
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Perret to speak at KPBA meeting
The Kenner Professional Business
Association, formerly known as the Kenner
Professional Women’s Association, will
hold its monthly meeting on Tuesday,
March 20, 2007. The speaker for March
will be Marvin Perret, a veteran and New
Orleans historian.
KPBA is a group of professional men
and women that meets monthly at the

Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel,
located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard in
Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch at noon. Advance reservations are required and must be made by
Friday, March 16. Call 962-3930 for more
information. H
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The attitude of gratitude
By JOEY CLEVELAND
This story isn’t about me. It’s about a
wonderful, gracious, loving and merciful
God who first and foremost wants our
hearts so that he can guide, direct, inspire,
prosper, encourage and love us as we make
our way to Him. The scripture that speaks
of this to me is Romans 8:28, “We know
that God makes all things work together for
the good of those who have been called
according to his decree.”
It all started with a dream. Not mine,
but that of Beth, my daughter. She dreamed
that her neighbor was pregnant, which isn’t
really too unusual except that the neighbor
is in her 50s and has several grandchildren.
My daughter was so unnerved by the dream
that she called her neighbor to tell her about
it; and when she did, she was met with
silence on the other end. The neighbor then
proceeded to tell Beth that she’d had the
same dream on the same night, having
never recalled dreaming that she was preg-

nant in her entire life. Call it coincidence or
whatever you want, but I think that the Lord
can use any and every means available to
get our attention, to have His will done in
our lives, or cause divinely appointed connections to be made between certain individuals.
As the conversation progressed past the
identical dream, the neighbor mentioned
that she was going to begin a two-week real
estate course in a couple of days in order to
get her real estate license. Beth’s ears
perked up because she had been looking for
a way to help with some unexpected tax
burdens she and Rocky were dealing with
and she felt strongly that this would offer
her an opportunity to do that while also
being available for her family. With moral
support from her husband and with no time
to lose, my daughter enrolled in the course
and suddenly found herself sitting in a
classroom and, of course, needing babysitting for her two-month-old son. Beth’s husband, Rocky (who took one day off from
work), the in-laws and I, were pressed into
service.
Someone once said jokingly that if
they’d known how wonderful it is to be a
grandparent, they’d have done that first! In
the first week of the real estate course, I
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DRIVE THRU AVAILABLE • PHONE IN ORDERS

babysat for two and a half days. I felt awkward at first because I hadn’t spent much
time with the baby one-on-one, and he was
fussy much of the time and had difficulty
settling down to sleep. It was rather nerve
racking, but I knew I could always return to
my relatively peaceful life and quiet home.
The second week was a different story.
The in-laws had “suspiciously” managed to book a cruise for part of that week
(just kidding), and so I was needed for three
days instead of two. This was a team effort,
however, and you do what you’ve got to do
to get the job done, right? By now, I was
starting to feel more comfortable with the
“dance” that you do with a baby, learning
his rhythm and nuances that give clues as to
what he needs and how he’s feeling. He was
much less fussy, and so I was more relaxed
and truly enjoyed spending the time with
and getting to know my new grandson.
After the two-week course was over, the
serious studying began for my daughter in
preparation for the state exam (i.e., more
babysitting for me). I was able to return
home to catch up on my life for a week, but
the exam was to be on Thursday of the following week; and time was running out for
my daughter. I offered to baby sit for three
days of the exam week – two for her to
study and one for her to take the exam.
For people who haven’t had much experience around babies, I can understand how
intimidated and bored they feel around
them. I was one of those people when I first
married, but the good Lord and time took
care of that and suddenly I found myself
looking into the face of a precious little one
who was staring intently back at me, smiling and cooing as I spoke affectionately to
him. Yes, I found myself falling in love all
over again, and I thought my heart would
burst.
I had begged God to fill the hole in my
heart with His love after Carl’s death; and,
once again, he had answered me with the
gift of this new baby who had completely

stolen my heart.
Suddenly, everything became clear: the
identical dream, the conversation between
neighbors, and the answer to Beth’s quest
for financial opportunity (incidentally, the
neighbor quit the course in the middle of
the first week), the need for babysitting and
the subsequent refilling of my heart’s void.
God can and does use anything, everything, and everyone for His purpose if our
hearts are open to Him. There is really
nothing more important for us Christians
than that: to open our hearts to God and to
invite Him in…daily. We humans tend to
complicate things, but that’s really all He
wants, and I implore you to do it if you sincerely want Him to be in the driver’s seat of
your life. Now, once you’ve done it, hold on
for the ride of your life!
P.S. On the same day of Beth’s exam,
her test was graded with excellent results.
She went directly to the state commissioner
and returned home a licensed real estate
agent – all before 2:00 p.m. (And we
thought the state of Louisiana was inefficient!). Also on that day, another daughter
called to say that the patient endurance of
her husband had paid off, and he has an
excellent chance for a career promotion
within the company of his employment.
And (I’m almost finished bragging) my
youngest daughter, an athlete, has recently
received two national awards in recognition
of her athletic achievements. Am I proud of
all of my children? You bet, but I’m also
keenly aware of being completely dependent on and showing gratitude to a loving
God “who makes all things work together
for the good of those who have been called
according to his decree.” H
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forward confidently and we are not. It is time
to fix our own leaky and sinking ship of state
and stop worrying about the other ship that is
sailing right on by. H

Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl
Cleveland, the Kenner Star Fa i t h wa l k
columnist from 1998 until his death July
2006. Joey Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

3310 Florida Avenue

•

(504) 469-6736

STEAK NIGHT Every Wed. & Sat.
8 oz. FILET with mashed potatoes
$9.99
MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Bucket of Budweiser Beer
6 for $8.00
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

(continued from page 5)

good reason. We have a long history of corruption in this state from the floor of the legislature to the most far flung parish.
Until we fix our own problems and stop
blaming others, until we work to improve
Louisiana instead of trying to harm the
image of our neighbor Mississippi or any
other state, Louisiana will never improve.
Until we have leaders who inspire us instead
of embarrass us, we will be behind
Mississippi in the recovery and everything
else. It is not their fault that they are moving

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32 and from noon
until 2:00 p.m. weekdays on sev e ral
Louisiana radio stations. Visit Crouere’s
website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Top of the mornin’ to ya!
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New air service soon!
By SEAN C. HUNTER
Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
New air service is on its way to Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport. ExpressJet Airlines,
a new airline based in Houston, will begin service this
spring. They will offer non-stop service to Austin, San
Antonio, Kansas City, Mo., Birmingham, Jacksonville,
Fl. and Raleigh-Durham with two flights to each city
daily.
ExpressJet Airlines currently operates a fleet of
Embraer jets as Continental Express to more than 150
destinations in the United States, Canada, Mexico,
Central America and the Caribbean. They employ over
7,000 and are reputed to be one of the world’s largest
regional air carriers with a focus on the business traveler through both commercial and corporate aviation.
They will continue to operate Continental Express, but
will now offer service under their own name,
ExpressJet, to new destinations. Customers will be able
to schedule travel by visiting their website, or with the
assistance of a travel agent. Though they do not operate
as a low cost carrier, they feel their rate structure will be
competitive in our market.
This announcement comes at a critical time when
the city and region are trying to grow the tourism economy back to pre-Katrina levels. With these ExpressJet
flights, Armstrong International Airport will have 121
daily departures to 38 destinations with over 13,700
seats, pushing Armstrong to the 75 percent mark of
flights returned to the region. ExpressJet will bring the
total airlines serving Armstrong International to 10 air
carriers.
We’re delighted to welcome ExpressJet to
Armstrong International Airport. Receiving a new carrier, six new destinations and twelve additional flights per
day are significant steps toward returning to pre-Katrina
levels of air service.
The announcement of new air service has even
prompted remarks by a number of officials.
First, Dan Packer, New Orleans Aviation Board
Chairman said, “The New Orleans Aviation Board commends ExpressJet for recognizing and seizing the
opportunity in this market. Our citizens and businesses
have consistently asked for more flights and non-stop
destinations and these are some of the most requested
cities. Visiting or doing business in the New Orleans
area just got a little easier!”
Next, New Orleans Mayor C. Ray Nagin stated,
“This is a great commitment to our community as we
work together to rebuild One New Orleans. We are
proud to be a part of ExpressJet’s network. This is a
great boost to our local economy by bringing jobs to the
region and visitors from six markets to the New Orleans
to enjoy our food, music and culture.”
S t eve Perry, president of the New Orleans
Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau stated,
“ExpressJet Airlines’ announcement signals another
crucial and positive milestone toward our city and our
industry’s continued recovery, marking a significant
impact on the regional and local economy, offering

increased job opportunities, and supporting the continuing enhancements to the facilities at Louis Armstrong
International Airport.”
And finally, Lt. Governor Mitch Landrieu said, “A
vibrant airport is key to the growth of our economy and
our tourism industry. The announcement that Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is welcoming ExpressJet Airlines to New Orleans is a significant milestone for our region.”
I believe these statements correctly highlight the
significance a new airline will have on our city and
region.
Last month, I shared the current air service update
with you. We have now completed our 2006 year end
report and here are the details. The Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport served 6,217,023
passengers in 2006, or 80 percent of the passengers who
used the airport in 2005 and 64 percent of the all time
high of 9,733,179 passengers in 2004, the last year of
full operations prior to Hurricane Katrina.
While the passenger numbers are down from years
past, Armstrong International Airport has shown
tremendous growth as the region continues to recover
from Hurricane Katrina. The gap is narrowing each
month as we proceed along this path of recovery and air
service continues to grow.
December’s passengers totaled 578,185 or 75.8 percent of the 763,162 passengers that used the airport in
December 2004 and an increase of 64 percent from
December 2005 immediately following Hurricane
Katrina.
Mail and freight handled at Armstrong was down as
well with 101,464,721 pounds of freight and mail being
handled in 2006, 56.9 percent of 2004 levels.
Air Carrier flight operations for the year was at 60
percent as the tourism market continues to recover.
There were a total of 72,164 commercial flight operations in 2006, compared to 120,283 in 2004. The number of flight operations grew throughout the year, peaking with 110 daily passenger departures in December.
Southwest Airlines remained the volume leader in
New Orleans with 24.2 percent of the market, down
from 31 percent in 2004. Continental, the first carrier to
resume a full schedule following Hurricane Katrina captured 17.0 percent, up from 10.9 percent in 2004.
American, who also operates a full schedule, captured
16.9 percent of the market, up from 12.2 percent in
2004. Delta has13.4 percent; United 9.3 percent; US
Airways 7.3 percent; Northwest 5.3 percent; AirTran 3.4
percent and JetBlue with 2.9 percent of the market.
All of these stats point to one thing. Our airport is
on a path for recovery. It is not always at the pace we
would like, but as previously stated, it continues to
improve. I want to commend the New Orleans Aviation
Board, our staff and our airline partners for their diligence in working toward the restoration of air service at
Armstrong International Airport.
For more information about Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport, visit the website at
www.flymsy.com. H
Sean C. Hunter can be reached at www.flymsy.com.
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International driver’s license questions answered
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
International driver’s licenses – What is their purpose? Are they
valid? How do you get one? The correct term is international driver’s
permit or IDP but it is commonly called an international driver’s
license. The following information is from the United State Federal
Trade Commission’s website.
Legitimate IDPs, which are issued pursuant to the United
Nations Road Traffic Convention of 1949, assist a person with a valid
driver’s license to drive in foreign countries that have also signed the
Convention. Notably, an IDP is not a substitute for a governmentissued driver’s license; rather it is simply a booklet that translates
that government-issued driver’s license into a number of different
languages. Therefore, IDPs merely serve as a translation document
for a government-issued driver’s license, and they have no value
independent of such government-issued licenses. IDPs do not protect
their holders from traffic enforcement or from “points,” and cannot
be used in place of suspended or revoked license, or as identification
in lieu of a government-issued document.
The following information is from the United States General
Service Administration’s Office of Citizens Services and
Communications.
An international driver’s license must be obtained from your
home country. This permit only verifies that you hold a valid license
in your home country. It is your foreign driver’s license that allows

you to drive in the United States. Contact the authorities in your home country to get an international driving permit, as the United States does not issue international driver’s licenses to foreign visitors.
If you obtain a valid international driver’s license
from your country of origin before you come to the U.S.,
you may rent a car and drive before you get your U.S.
driver’s license.
A U.S. driver’s license is not a federal document,
but it is a permit issued by one of the 50 states’ motor
vehicle departments. If you’re going to reside in the
U.S., it may take several months to obtain a U.S. driver’s license.
Foreign visitors who become U.S. residents can
only obtain a driver’s license from the state in which
they reside. Each state has its own driving rules and
regulations. Check with Louisiana’s website at
www.omv.dps.state.la.us to find out how to apply.
Once you receive your U.S. driver’s license from a
state motor vehicles department, you will be permitted
to drive in all other U.S. states. The laws in each state
vary from one to another. It is your responsibility to
know and obey the laws of that state while driving.
The residency requirement for obtaining a U.S. driver’s license varies with each state. Consult the motor
vehicles department in Louisiana at 1-877-DMV-LINE
for more information.
The U.S. government has issued warnings about
Internet vendors of worthless international driver’s
licenses. It is important to educate yourself about the
dangers of these costly and illegal operations.
The following information is from the U.S. Federal
Trade Commission.
If you’re tempted by ads claiming that you can use
an international driver’s license (IDL) or an international driving permit (IDP) in place of a state-issued
driver’s license, it’s a dead end. Although an IDP
(sometimes incorrectly called an international driving
license) is a real document when issued by the proper
authorities, it is not a legal alternative for a license
issued by your government. If you are stopped by a law
enforcement officer and present an IDL or an IDP as
proof of your identity and authorization to drive, you
could be arrested.
Ads and offers for fake IDLs and IDPs are showing
up on websites and as spam email. They also are sold
“on the street” and through storefront operations. The
price for one of these fake documents can range from
$65 to $350. Many local operations target non-native
speakers through ads in foreign-language newspapers
that direct consumers to websites or local storefronts.
The marketers falsely claim that their documents
authorize consumers to drive legally in the U.S., even if
they don’t have licenses issued by their own government; can be used to avoid points or fines affecting
state-issued drivers’ licenses; and can be used as photo
I.D. in the U.S.
FTC officials say all these claims are false.
If you do not have a valid license or valid IDP you
could be charged with driving without a license or driving with a suspended or revoked license. If you can’t
produce proof of your identity (for example, a valid driver’s license, a state-issued identification card, valid
immigration documents or a passport), the officer can
assume that you’re trying to withhold your identity and
arrest you.
Law enforcement officials are not able to rely on
international drivers license cards as true and accurate
means of identification because they frequently can be

bought without furnishing any identification. Some
sellers merely ask for a name, date of birth and address.
These licenses can be purchased in various establishments all over the greater New Orleans area, out of state
and even over the Internet but are useless.
U.S. Citizenships and Immigration Services warns
of potential for immigration fraud
Although Congress has been debating immigration
legislation, currently no legislation has been passed and
a temporary worker program does not exist for aliens
unlawfully present in the United States. Be wary of persons or organizations asking for payment to assist in
applying for or receiving any temporary worker benefits. There are none. For further information or
inquiries about an individual case status or to file with
U.S.C.I.S. call 1-800-375-5283 or visit their website at
www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis.
Income Tax Preparation
April 15, the federal income tax filing deadline,
will be here soon, so time is quickly running out.
Everyone working in the United States must file an
income tax return, including those individuals not in
permanent residency status. Those Hispanics who are
on temporary permit status or whose legalization status
is pending are encouraged to file taxes to avoid any
complications with the Internal Revenue Service. If
you are not sure, ask the proper authorities for guidance. For information call 464-4619, 296-3976 or 4661483.
Upcoming March Events
March 10: Hispanic Resource Center – Pro-bono
Legal Clinic from noon - 4:00 p.m. For information call
469-2571.
March 22: Unidad Hispanoamericana’s general
meeting. For information call 975-0949.
March 28: ANDELA general meeting from 7:00 9:00 pm. For info call 466-1582 or 466-1483.
March 30: LACAL civic meeting from 6:00 pm.
until 8:00 p.m. For information call 464-4619.
March 1-31: Numerous events are held by the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. For information call
885-4262.
March 1-31: The Hispanic Business Resources and
Technology Center is located at 3315 Maine Avenue.
For information call 469-7487.
I leave you with this thought: “Nothing hurts more
than having to pay income tax – unless it’s not having
an income to pay taxes on!”
God Bless. H
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin American
Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy
at sadd3143@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for
LACAL can be sent to 629 Carmenere Drive, Kenner,
LA, 70065.
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A Christmas miracle – The solution!
By ED CLANCY
In our last episode I
ended this column with a
cliff-hanger. If you have
the February Kenner Star,
please refer to it. If not, as
they say on TV, “previously in Ed Clancy’s column”
– I jump started the ‘95
Mercury Marquis and let it
run for a while before driving to Buddy Stall’s house.
When I arrived at Buddy’s I turned off the Marquis,
then tried to start it again but the keys were gone, and
in their place were the keys for my ‘95 Ford
Thunderbird.
As I told you in that column:
“I sat there baffled and bewildered. It was as if the
Mercury keys had vanished into thin air to be replaced
by the Thunderbird keys in my hand...Graciously,
Buddy drove me home to get the other set of keys for
the Marquis and drove me back to his house where I
started the car and drove back home. I walked into my
house and, as I was putting the keys on the key rack, I
glanced at my desk. There, shining in the Christmas
lights, were the keys to the Mercury! ...All sorts of
questions ran through my mind. How could I have driven the Mercury with the Thunderbird keys? Or, if that
didn’t happen, how did the Mercury keys vanish in front
of Buddy’s house and reappear on the desk at my
house?”
As I was driving the Mercury the next day, the solution to my Christmas Mystery manifested itself. It was
at this point I ended the column asking you, dear reader, to send me your solution and I promised that anyone
who guessed it would get a CD of the lost Radio
Cartoon series “The Return of the Edi.” Well, nobody
won the prize, but I had a couple of good guesses.
From Dorothea Fabre came this idea:
“Dear Ed, My husband and I think that yo u r
Mercury Marquis has a bad ignition switch and the key
from the Ford Thunderbird fit right into the ignition and
started the Mercury. We had a lot of fun with this riddle.”
And from Mr. and Mrs. L. Blevins:
“Mr. Clancy, Your column gave our household
much to talk about this morning. We are of the consensus that you took the wrong keys to Mr. Stall's home.
Also, when you turned the Merc’s ignition off the last
time before going to his house you did NOT leave the

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

(continued from page 9)

The Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida Avenue
469-2570
Rebecca Hasbun, Supervisor
Our department provides neighborhood-based programs and community outreach through its four community resource centers, which include the Arthur P.
Clay Center, 200 Decatur Street; the Annie Washington
Center, 625 Veterans Memorial Blvd.; the Hispanic
Resource Center, 4312 Florida Ave., and the Martin

ignition in the full off position. This would result in
almost ANY key cranking your car; the FIRST time.
HOWEVER, when you exited the car at Mr. Stall's
house you turned the ignition off properly resulting in
your “in-hand” keys not working!!!! This would also be
one scenario for your battery running down. I look forward to seeing the puzzle solved. Of course, IT
COULD ALL HAVE BEEN A DREAM!!!!! THANKS
FOR THE MYSTERY.”
Well, it wasn’t a dream. What happened when I
drove the Mercury the next day was simply amazing.
Amazing – yet simple. As I was stopped at a red light,
for some reason I pulled on the keys in the ignition and
they came out in my hand. I then realized that I did
NOT drive to Buddy’s house with the Thunderbird
keys. I drove there with no keys at all! Now, before you
get all upset, remember my warning in the last column
– “Everything I have told you so far is not necessarily
what happened. It’s what I thought had happened.”
Here’s what really happened. I had turned off the
idling Mercury and gone into the house until it was
time to drive to Buddy’s. I came out and started the car
again, but, instead of driving to Buddy’s, I got out of the
car, and went back into the house to put the house key,
which I had removed earlier, back onto the key ring. I
apparently decided to do something at my desk, then
went back to the car and drove to Buddy’s. The only
thing strange here is that I left the keys on the desk!
How did I drive to Buddy’s? Obviously I had taken the
keys out of the ignition while the car was running, went
back into the house and placed the house key on the
ring. When I got up from my desk I left the keys there,
went outside, locked the front door with the house key
on the Thunderbird key chain, put the Thunderbird keys
in my jacket, got into the still idling car and drove to
Buddy’s, not realizing I had never needed to start the
car. Hence, I drove to Buddy’s with no keys in the ignition, and the ignition somehow turned off without a
key. It was explained to me later that older keys in older
cars, because of wear and tear, will slide out of the ignition illegally. The next day I put that old key into the
ignition and took it out of the running car over and over
again.
For being good sports and for faithfully reading this
column in the Kenner Star, I will send Dorothea Fabre
and Mr. and Mrs. Blevins a CD of the “Edi” Radio
Cartoons. In the meantime, I’m off to see the helpful
hardware man. H

MARCH 2007 23

% OFF

50 25
CUSTOM
FRAMING
SERVICES

Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation
with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)

% OFF

PRE-FRAMED
ART

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 3/31/07.

The Frame Shoppe
Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art
21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

Esplanade Mall

1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662
SCHNEIDER’S

PARTY
SUPPLY DEPOT
Open To The Public • Mon. - Fri. 8am - 4pm
Paper Products • Janitorial • Catering
Baking and Concession Supplies • Institutional Foods
Close-Outs • Party Supplies • Gift Boxes

2809 N. Roberson St.
New Orleans, LA • 301-9142
(corner St. Ferdinand)

Family and locally owned and operated
We accept all Major Credit Cards & EBT
YOUR PARTY STARTS WITH US!

SCHNEIDER’S
WHOLESALE OUTLET

VETERANS
WIDOWS OF VETERANS • CAREGIVERS
FREE REPORT reveals how to qualify for up to
$20,924 a year. The Veterans Administration wants
you to know about this benefit.

FREE REPORT is available to veterans and their widows to
help them learn about special home care and assisted living
benefits. WWII, Korean and Vietnam veterans may be eligible for this little known entitlement which is available to qualifying vets and their widows over age 65 who are disabled for
any reason. Vet must have served 90 days active service, 1 day
during wartime and received honorable discharge.
Call for FREE information.

1-800-569-2902

Ed Clancy can be re a ched via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

Luther King Center, 1042 31st Street. Each center provides varied services and programs designed to meet the
special needs of their target populations of non-English
speaking residents, young children and the elderly. Next
month we will provide greater information on the programs and services available at each center, including
the newly implemented first-time homeowner’s training
program by Sulli and Associates at the Hispanic Center.
As a final note, since April 15 is fast approaching,
the city will offer free help with filing tax returns to
Kenner residents. Visit or call the MLK Resource
Center for information.H

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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Baby’s first teeth
BY SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.
A child’s primary teeth, sometimes
called “baby teeth,” are as important as the
permanent adult teeth.
Primary teeth, which often begin to

appear when children are about six months
old, help them chew and speak. They also
hold space in the jaws for permanent teeth
that are developing under the gums.
The front four teeth usually erupt first,
beginning as early as six months after birth.
Most children have a full set of 20 primary teeth by the age of three years. The
primary teeth generally begin to shed, or
fall out, at about six years of age. The first
of the 32 permanent teeth begin to appear

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
at Salvatore Ristorante, 3226 N. Arnoult in Metairie.
Next meetings are at 7:00 a.m. on March 8 and 22.
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
For more information contact Randy Lovitt at 836-7136.

about the same time.
Begin brushing your child’s teeth with a
little water as soon as the first tooth
appears. If you are considering using toothpaste before the child is two years of age,
ask your dentist or physician first.
Supervise tooth brushing to make sure
children older than two years of age use
only a pea-sized amount of fluoride toothpaste and avoid swallowing it. Children
should be taught to spit out remaining
toothpaste and rinse with water after brushing. Most children will be able to brush on
their own by the age of six or seven years.
Parents should be using floss or an interdental cleaner on their children’s teeth as
soon as any two teeth touch. Cleaning
between the teeth is important because it
removes plaque where a toothbrush cannot
reach. Brush your child’s teeth twice a day
unless your dentist recommends otherwise.
The American Dental Association recommends that a child be seen by a dentist
as soon as his or her first tooth erupts, but
at least no later than the first birthday. A
dental visit at an early age is a “well baby
checkup” for the teeth. Besides checking

for tooth decay and other problems, the
dentist can demonstrate how to clean the
child’s teeth properly and how to evaluate
any adverse habits such as thumb-sucking.
As the permanent molars appear, dental
sealants may be recommended. Sealants
form a thin barrier that helps protect the
chewing surfaces from the effects of decaycausing bacteria.
Help your children maintain a lifelong
healthy smile by providing them with a
well-balanced diet, limiting snacks, ensuring that they brush twice per day and floss
once per day, and scheduling regular dental
checkups for them.
The preceding article was based on
information obtained from the American
Dental
Association’s
website
at
www.ada.org/prof/resources/pubs/jada/pat
ient/patient_11.pdf. H
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 28 years. Dr. Felder’s
office is located at 4134 Florida Avenue,
Suite 101 and she can be reached at 4696333.

Hospice care: Spiritual
healing in death and dying
By KAREN WILLIAMS
As an individual faces his
or her own
death or the
death of a loved
one, eve ry d ay
experiences no
longer
are
taken for granted. Perspectives
and priorities
c h a n g e .
Spiritual needs change.
Spirituality means different things to
different people, but all persons are “spiritual,” for they express basic attitudes and values through how they live and how they
relate to others. They have specific ideas
about the purpose of life. They place their
faith in God – or in some form of Higher
Power.
Converting others or trying to change
any basic beliefs are never goals of good
hospice care. There is respect for an individual’s views about God and choices of religious affiliation. Hospice chaplains aim to
help patients and their families use their own
spiritual resources to find inner peace and
strength as they face death.
Sometimes broken relationships can be
mended or guilt can be resolved. Regrets
can be replaced with a sense of accomplishment for goals met. Fears are heard, and sup-

port is given by compassionate hospice staff.
When spiritual needs are met, one is more
likely to face death with hope and confidence.
Hospice caregivers have high regard for
distinct needs of patients from other cultures. They realize that ways of meeting
spiritual needs in our own culture vary. Not
all people turn to a religious community for
spiritual comfort. Some are guided more by
p r ivate meditation, by communion with
nature or by serving their community.
A hospice chaplain never aims to
replace the spiritual resources already available to a patient and family. The chaplain is
an additional resource available to assist the
family to identify and use all possible support to deal with their grief about the
impending death.
After a patient dies, hospice care to families does not end. Families are offered support and resources for at least one year after
the patient has died. The kind of assistance
given for the bereavement period is determined by the families’ needs and requests. H
Reverend Karen Williams, chaplain for
Hospice Care of Louisiana, has provided
ministry in the healthcare field for over 15
years. Williams offers help through grief
support groups, bereavement care and
memorial services. For more information
please contact Hospice Care of Louisiana at
834-1655.
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Colon cancer prevention
and awareness month
By PAOLO ZAMBITO
March is
colon cancer
awareness
month and it’s
an important
reminder to all
of us about the
importance of
g e t t i n g
screened for
this disease
and making
sure we’re taking care of our health.
Colorectal cancer will be diagnosed in
approximately six percent of all Americans.
Everyone remembers Katie Couric, formerly of NBC’s Today Show, having her
colonoscopy on live national telev i s i o n
after her husband passed away from colon
cancer. She has since been a prominent
advocate for the importance of screening
for this preventable illness.
Dr. Luis Balart, M.D., gastroenterologist on staff at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner and Chairman of Gastroenterology
at LSU Health Sciences Center, recommends that if you’re over 50, you need to
get a colonoscopy and it’s particularly
important if you’re in a high risk category,
in which case you should get screened earlier. In this situation, it’s typically 10 years
prior to the diagnosis of a first-degree relative (siblings and parents).
Dr. Balart emphasizes that colon cancer
is a preventable disease yet at least 2,600
new cases will be diagnosed in the state of
Louisiana this year. He also encourages
patients to exercise at least one hour three
times a week and to maintain an ideal body

weight. And, while screening is key, there
are some additional ways to help prevent
colon cancer.
Additional ways to fight colon cancer:
Exercise, vitamin D and aspirin
Get Your Body Moving – Research
shows that physical activity can reduce
your risk for several cancers, including
colon cancer.
Keep Your Weight in Check – Obesity
puts you at higher risk for some cancers,
including colon cancer.
Know your Family History – do you
have any relatives who’ve been diagnosed
with colon cancer? If so, you are at
increased risk.
Stop Smoking – Several recent studies
reveal that tobacco use may significantly
increase your risk of developing colorectal
cancer – in addition to several other cancers.
Wa t ch Your Alcohol Consumption –
Excessive use of alcohol may increase your
risk for colorectal cancer. Alcohol also has
been linked to other gastrointestinal cancers. Men shouldn’t have more than two
drinks per day and women are encouraged
to limit consumption to one drink per day.
Recent studies have also indicated that
taking a daily dose of aspirin can help ward
off colon cancer; however, you should not
take a daily aspirin without consulting with
your physician first. H
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for two years.
For more information, contact OMCKenner at the corner of West Esplanade
and Loyola Avenue in Kenner, call 4688600 or visit www.ochsner.org.

Get your health in check with the
Great American Healthcheck
Do you know your cancer risk and how
to reduce it? Do you know what screening
tests are appropriate for you? If not, the
American Cancer Society’s Great American
Health Check, is just for you. The Great
American Health Check, which is the first
step in the Society’s Great American Health
Challenge, assesses an individual’s risk factors for cancer based on age, gender,
height, weight, family history of cancer,
dietary habits, physical activity levels, and
alcohol and tobacco use and provides a customized action plan.
Easy-to-use and confidential, this interactive online tool at www.cancer.org/greatamericans allows users to enter information for
themselves or a loved one, and results in an
individualized action plan that provides guidance on which cancer screening tests are
appropriate based on age and family history
and should be discussed with a doctor. It also

offers day-to-day lifestyle suggestions on how
to eat healthy, get the right amount of exercise, limit alcohol use and quit smoking.
Screening can detect cancers of the
breast, colon, rectum, cervix, prostate, oral
cavity, and skin at early stages, when treatment is more likely to be successful. In
addition, tests for cervical and colorectal
cancer may detect changes in cells before
they become cancerous. The five-year survival rate for cancers that can be prevented
or detected earlier by screening is about 86
percent, a percentage which reflects real
reductions in cancer deaths as well as earlier diagnosis because of screening.
The Great American Health Check will
be followed later this year by other Great
American Health Challenge components
that address nutrition, physical activity and
tobacco use. In August 2007, the Great
continued on page 30

K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television
AND MUCH MORE!

Featured Show of the Month
Excalibur Parade
Councilman Michele Branigan and
Kenner Businessman Greg Cantrell
host the
2007 Excalibur parade coverage.

Also watch for these timely programs in March!!
Kenner Revealed
The Kenner Police Department’s R.A.D. program
is featured as officers reveal what it takes to
offer these classes and how women can participate.

Hablemos Claro

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway talks about
international driver’s licenses and other police related issues,
Conchita Sulli discusses the
First Time Home Buyer’s Training Program and
Julie Villafane continues her recurring segment on
housing related issues.

Louisiana Business Spotlight
Jeff Crouere discusses the
local and regional business outlook
with business leaders, government leaders
and entrepreneurs, and reviews
the latest business news affecting the area.

K.P.B.A. Meeting
The Kenner Professional Business Association
features guest speaker Mark Drenner
of Greater New Orleans, Inc.
For the most current program schedule, go to ktv76.com/program schedule. Our
website also includes information on how you can
acquire copies of any K-TV produced program. We appreciate and
encourage all comments and feedback about K-TV programs.
Call us at 504-466-3564 or email us at KTV76@kenner.la.us

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel
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Spirit in Action Award
By KEITH M. DARCEY
Being a role model is not limited to
those who seem to have the greatest ability
to influence. Many teachers, first responders, church leaders, members of civic
organizations, as well as other people in various walks of life, act as the role models for
our children.
Sometimes what we fail to recognize,
however, is that the children and young
adults of our community can, in fact, also be
role models in our society. All over the
region, children and young adults have positively impacted the lives of everyone in our
community, especially in the post-Katrina

KENNER

Professional Business
Association

world we live in. They are taking the lead
and doing their part to rebuild the area and
to help those who need it the most.
It is now time to recognize those young
adults, who by their actions, have demonstrated that they are role models. EJGH is
partnering with the national Spirit of
Women organization to accept local nominations for the Spirit in Action Award for
those doing extraordinary acts of community service. The Spirit of Action Award will
be for the Young Person Role Model category and is designated for anyone under the
age of 21.
Nominations will be reviewed and one
will be selected as the regional award winner. The regional award winner and their
family will be recognized at a New Orleans
Zephyrs baseball game on May 24.
The regional winner will then be further
nominated and considered for the national
award. If chosen as a national winner, you

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION’S (KPBA)
MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2007
AT THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner

Founded in 1985

GUEST SPEAKER:
Marvin Perrett
New Orleans Historian and Veteran
Advance reservations required.
Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

www.kpwa.net!
Info: 962-3930

CENTURY
TITLE
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

R E A L E S TAT E
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 12 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605 • Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979

FAX 831-2609

will receive a $2,500 cash grant and be honored at the National Spirit of Women Gala
on June 15 in Napa Valley, California, with
roundtrip travel, transportation and a twonight hotel stay at the Napa Valley Marriott
included.
If you are interested in nominating
someone for the Spirit of Action Award,
please visit East Jefferson General
Hospital’s website at www. e j g h . o rg and
click on the Spirit of Women logo to complete the online, three-question nomination
form. All nominations are due by March 28,
2007.
When nominating for the award, three
key areas need to be presented to illustrate
why the nominee is a role model. Those
areas are:
1. Who has this person helped?
2. What makes this person extraordinary?
3. How does this person take action for

your community?
Here at EJGH, we look forward to
receiving your nominations and reading
about the great acts of community service
being performed. We believe that highlighting role models is important, no matter the
age.
Inspiration to help others can come in
many forms, and these young adults are
serving as this inspiration on a daily basis. H
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Je ffe rson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 8897110 or at kdarcey @ e j g h . o rg . East
Jefferson General Hospital, Louisiana’s first
Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned,
not-for-profit community hospital, providing
care to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

In post-Katrina medical chaos,
OMC-Kenner is a good port in the storm
By ALLAN KATZ
In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, even
a year and a half after the event, every
emergency room in metro New Orleans is
overwhelmed. Long waits are the ru l e .
Doctors tell patients they shouldn’t go to an
emergency room at all, unless they really
do have a medical emergency.
But, in the midst of this medical chaos
that impacts everyone in the region, the
e m e rg e n cy room at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner is, by comparison, a relatively calm port in the storm.
“We absolutely have moments when we
are completely overwhelmed, like everyone
else,” says Dr. Nancy Bellemare, D.O.,
emergency medicine physician at OMKKenner. “There are times when multiple
ambulances carrying people who are very
ill or severely injured are diverted from
N ew Orleans to come to our facility
because we have more capacity than the
other ERs at some given moments. When
that happens, we can become quite challenged and less serious cases have to wait.”
The Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
emergency room operates on a triage system with fast track care for the most serious
cases. Each patient coming to the emergency room is evaluated and seen on a
basis of medical need.
“Our administration has been very supportive of the emergency room, doubling

our allocation of doctors and nurses during
the post-Katrina period,” says Dr.
Bellemare.
Dr. Bellemare says no one is eve r
turned away from the emergency room at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner but common sense on the part of patients will often
dictate whether the emergency room is the
appropriate place to come for treatment of
minor ailments or problems.
“Those who have primary care physicians should check with their doctor, if poss i ble, before coming to the emerg e n cy
room,” says Dr. Bellemare. “Your primary
care physician can usually tell you if the
emergency room is the best facility for your
needs or if you should wait for an appointment in the doctor’s office.”
Dr. Bellemare says Kenner is extremely
fortunate to have a high-quality emergency
room like the one at Ochsner located in the
community, especially at a time when other
emergency rooms in the region are often
swamped by patient loads beyond their
capacity. “Our emergency room at Ochsner
Medical Center- Kenner is a great
resource,” she says. “We are well-staffed,
well-equipped and our personnel are
superbly trained. At the same time, everyone needs to understand that in the postKatrina period, the patient load at all emergency rooms has gotten so heavy that the
priority is on treating the most serious
cases on the basis of medical need.” H

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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Big Book Sale to benefit public library
The Friends of the Jefferson Public
Library will hold their semiannual Big
Book Sale at the Pontchartrain Center,
located at Williams Boulevard at the lake in
Kenner. Hours are Thursday, March 15,
2007, through Saturday March 17, from
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, March
18, 2007 from noon to 5:00 p.m. Over
60,000 gently used books, DVDs, CDs,
video tapes, music tapes and records will be
offered for sale at very reasonable prices.
Cash, checks, major credit and debit cards
will be accepted. There is free admission
and plenty of free parking. For more information call the Friends of the Library at

455-2665 or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.com.
All proceeds from the sale benefit the
Jefferson Parish Public Libraries.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public
Library’s sorting center is located at 6640
Riverside Drive, Suite 100, at the corner of
Power Boulevard across from the Metairie
YMCA. The Friends accept donations of
books, records, DVDs and audio and video
tapes at that location on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. On
other days, books may be left in the book
drop on the I-10 side of the building. For
more information call 455-2665 and leave
your question on the answer machine. H

Fundraiser to benefit Kenner baby
with rare medical condition
On Saturday, March 17, 2007 from 7:00
until 11:00 p.m. at Woodlake Estates
Country Club, 82 Sequoia Street in Kenner,
a benefit fundraiser will be held on behalf
of Portia Rae Fleming, an infant born with
a rare disease which affects only one in
10,000.
Portia’s condition was discovered soon
after her birth on July 24, 2006. After several tests and a four hour surgery, called the
Kasai, doctors made the diagnosis of biliary atresia, which means that Portia’s gallbladder did not form correctly and the ducts
that drain the bile from the liver into the
intestine were not open. Although the Kasai
surgery opened the bile ducts and connected her intestine to the ducts in her liver,
doctors indicate that this disease is progres-

sive and surgery is only a temporary solution. Children who have this surgery eventually require a liver transplant.
Proceeds from the fundraiser will go to
offset Portia’s medical expenses and the
cost of her special diet. Tickets to the adult
only event are $20 per person, and the
evening will feature a parade of prizes, a
50/50 raffle, music, food, beer and wine.
To purchase tickets or make a donation,
make your check payable to the Portia Rae
Fleming Donation Account and send it to
Portia Rae Fleming Benefit, P.O. Box
640447, Kenner, LA 70064. For more
information, contact Natasia Kissinger at
ntkissinger@cox.net or Melanie Turner at
451-4720 or melliet@bellsouth.net H

FEMA

months for the first time, has no bearing on
the fact that we suffered a loss and are still
trying to recover from it,” he said. “That
loan was approved for Kenner. In the meantime, we had a change in city administrations, and we’re now ready to use the loan
monies. I don’t see a problem.”
With the loan proceeds the city wants to
purchase vacuum trucks that will be used to
clean the clogged drain lines in-house in
lieu of paying an outside contractor. The
trucks cost $250,000 each.
Muniz expressed concern about how
long the FEMA reviews will take, especially since the request to clean the drain lines
has been on the table since September of
2005. Stark said the matters will be
addressed as quickly as possible now that
all concerned understand the issues
involved. H

(continued from page 4)

After the meeting, Reddy said it was
like having an ophthalmologist perform
open heart surgery.
When the meeting concluded, Stark
said he will call in a certified engineer with
local drainage system and operations experience to review and understand the Kenner
data in hopes of finding a way to address
request for FEMA assistance to clean the
portions of its subsurface drainage system
actually impacted by Katrina.
Stark also said he will ask FEMA officials to take another look at Kenner’s recent
request to receive $5.18 million in community disaster loan monies that were
approved for Kenner a year ago but not
drawn from the loan account.
Mayor Muniz said FEMA officials
recently reportedly said Kenner would have
to undergo a re-qualification process for
the loan money because it is now collecting
a higher rate of sales taxes from retail businesses than when the loan was initially
approved.
“The amount of our monthly sales
taxes, which have dropped for the past two

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • OBSERVATORY
HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME • FINE ARTS GALLERY
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle

501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 and 1:00 p.m.
MARCH 3 – PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
present “Dorothy’s Trek to Oz”
“Uncle Wayne” is back with his wonderful interactive storytelling with puppets
MARCH 10 – BETSY McGOVERN
Betsy returns to the Castle with her “Songs & Stories of Ireland”
MARCH 17 – IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
Come celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at the Castle with Irwin Royes,
our own Magical Leprechan…Wear Your Green!!!
MARCH 24 – MS. VEE – STORYTELLER
“New Orleans & Me”
Join Ms. Vee for a Saturday of storytelling
MARCH 31 – ALEX ALVAREZ
Member of the Muscogee Creek Tribe
presenting Native American children’s stories, music, songs & dance

•

Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

MARCH 3, 2007 – MORNING DOVE, UNITED HOUMA NATION
Moccasins and Dance Regalia/Dove will bring a wide verity of
dance regalia to display and demonstrate making.
MARCH 10, 2007 – HAPPIE BRYAN, COMANCHE
Beadwork/Happie will demonstrate peyote stitch beadwork. This is a good opportunity
to learn this style of beadwork at Cannes Brulee Native American Museum.
MARCH 17, 2007 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN CHEROKEE
Indian Tacos/Come try a sample of Indian Tacos! Umm,
made with frybread, meat and beans.
MARCH 24, 2007 – NICHOLAS BEHAN, SIOUX
Hand Drum and Pow Wow Songs/Nicholas’ voice comes from his soul, as do the
songs from the souls of the ancestors. Come hear the sounds of Native America!
MARCH 31, 2007 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN CHEROKEE
Friendship Necklace/Come make and take a friendship necklace.
Made of leather lace, bone and pony beads.
APRIL 14, 2007 – AMERICAN POW WOW
Rivertown’s Heritage Park - 468-7293
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com
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Is it true? With aging can we expect more pain?
By CRAIG GOODWIN
Dear Craig,
It seems that the older I become, the more
pain and stiffness I find in my joints. Other
people I talk to also tell me the same thing.
Is this something that I can expect to continue the older I get or is there something
that can be done to deter this from happening?
Wayne
Kenner, LA
Dear Wayne,
This is a great topic, and I am glad you
brought it up. There is a bit of truth to what
you are feeling, with increased stiffness and
pain in joints as you age, but there are
things that can be done to help. We have
always heard the myth that, when you hit
the age of 40, everything in your body
begins going downhill. If that is true, then
we all do not have a chance at the ages of
50 and 60
The truth is that we usually maintain a
fairly active lifestyle through our 20s and

30s. As we become more involved with
family and job responsibilities in our 30s,
we become more sedentary in our daily
lives. We begin to put on a few extra
pounds and find ourselves out-of-shape. As
we hit 40, a few things begin to happen. We
realize we are out-of-shape and try to
recover those years of inactivity in one or
two weeks. We join a gym to start exercising as a New Year’s resolution or become a
weekend warrior playing in a softball or
basketball league. By this time, we are in
our 40s and injuries begin to happen. The
inactivity that we went through for the last
10 to 15 years has caught up to us.
Beginning an exercise program or playing a
weekend sport is great; we just have to
remember that we need to begin slowly to
allow our joints and cardiovascular systems
to adapt.
The other side of the coin is that as we
get older, we stay in that sedentary
lifestyle through our 50s. Our joints have
stiffened and our strength has declined.
These two factors are the most common
causes of pain and stiffness in our daily
activities. We begin to have consistent
back pain that affects our activities and we
also begin to feel pain in our knees that
slows us up. This is when the big problem
occurs– the more pain we feel, the more
sedentary we become, and now we are in a
pain cycle that limits what we do on a

daily basis. The decreased mobility in our
joints along with the weakness in our muscles helps accelerate the arthritic process
that we feel as pain when we get out of bed
in the morning, walk for long periods of
time, or the stiffness we feel after sitting
for a while.
No matter what your age, the only
answer to the pain and stiffness is exercise.
Exercise in the form of stretching those
joints that have become limited in motion
along with light strengthening exercises
help restore the strength needed to support
your joints. Low back pain as we age is
usually from stiffness in the back muscles
and limited mobility in our spine.
Stretching will help restore normal range
of motion in both the muscles and joints
that will allow for more normal motion.
The pain and stiffness that you were experiencing will begin to decrease fa i r ly
quickly and the activities that you have not
been able to perform will become easier.
Strengthening of the legs will allow the
muscles to take stress off the knees and
lessen pain and stiffness. A walking program will help you lose those extra pounds
that have accumulated, as well as improve
your endurance to help you through your
daily activities.
Exercise is the only medicine that we
can prescribe to maintain our health
through our aging years. H

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
B o u l ev a rd with two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to
find out why it happened and what can be
done to help restore normal function in that
area, can email the pro fessionals at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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THE KENNER
STHR
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS
IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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Recruiting rant
By KEN TRAHAN
Recruiting is a sport. It has been for many
years in this football-crazed state. For 365
days a year, recruiting is a hot topic of discussion. For years, I have dedicated a substantial
amount of time to recruiting talk with various
experts who work in the field for a living.
This is driven by audience interest and participation. The demand is clearly there. We
attempt to meet the supply-side of the equation.
Per capita, Louisiana is the most fertile
ground for universities to mine for gold. In
recent years, Josh Booty, Peyton Manning,
Ryan Perrilloux and Joe McKnight have been
honored with national player of the year honors by different publications or websites.
Speaking of websites, with the advent and
proliferation of recruiting websites, message
boards and blogs, the interest in recruiting has
risen to far greater heights than I could have
imagined ten years ago. Everyone has an
opinion. Obviously, some sites and publications are more reliable and credible than others. The same holds true for us in the radio
and television industry.
This year, the blue-chipper of the day was
Joe McKnight. Named Co-national player of
the year by Parade Magazine, McKnight was
recruited by anyone and eve ryone wh o
thought they had a chance at the John Curtis
Christian star and even by some who had no
chance. In the final analysis, McKnight narrowed his choices down to USC, LSU and Ole
Miss. In reality, it was a two-horse race
between LSU and USC. Many, including
myself, felt that the desire of Joe’s mother and
his coach and mentor, J.T. Curtis, to see him
play, would keep him in-state to attend LSU.
As a born and raised Louisiana native, I
like to see our local products stay in-state to
produce glory for our universities. Having
attended Archbishop Rummel and Loyola
University, I have no firsthand allegiance to
LSU, Tulane, other Louisiana universities, or
John Curtis, but simply like when these young
men (and women) choose to stay at home.
Never has this been more important than
these post-Katrina days where the outsourcing
and escape of high-level talent has become
exaggerated. For the New Orleans area and
the entire region to remain relevant, we must
do everything we possibly can to keep our
best at home.
While we are talking sports here, it still
has purpose. It sends a message to others that
our universities, our cities, our economy and
our long-term viability are solid. When promising youngsters invest in the future of this
region, others will get the message loud and
clear. Joe McKnight is one of those. Having
watched him play in-person on eight occa-

sions during his prep career, it is my opinion
that McKnight is the real deal, a special talent, blessed with speed, good vision, tremendous cutback ability and strong lower body
strength. In my opinion, he will be an excellent college player with a real chance at playing football for a living down the road.
McKnight chose USC over LSU, leaving
many disappointed in this region and state. At
the press conference to announce his decision, I readily admit that my first reaction was
one of being chagrined, somewhat down on
the choice. “Darn you, Joe. Why leave us now
when we are still trying to rise from our
knees? Why go thousands of miles away when
you have just as viable a football program 77
miles away? Why leave when you can attend
a school whose academic standards are rising
sharply to become one of the nation's better
public universities?”
Upon taking a deep breath and rationalizing, I calmed down. I then had the opportunity to speak with Joe, a low-key young man
who is not groveling for attention. In fact, he
does not even enjoy the interview and publicity-scene. After visiting with Joe and his
coach, J.T. Curtis, I gained an understanding
of why he made the decision to head to USC.
Joe wants to pursue a career in media and
broadcasting. While LSU has an acceptable
school in this curriculum, Southern California
has one of the nation’s best. Additionally, the
contacts to be made in the media capitol of
Los Angeles are immeasurable.
In addition, Joe had an excellent visit to
USC. Coach Pete Carroll is outstanding as a
coach and is a dynamic person, much like J.T.
Curtis. USC focused on the young man’s
future and academics. That is what Joe was
looking for. It was not so much that LSU did
not offer many of the same qualities. In the
case of McKnight, he was looking to get
away, looking for a new experience, looking
to escape the “hangers-on” that he feared
could plague him. When it comes to football,
he chose a school where the running back
competition will be far stiffer than it would
have been at LSU, at least initially. He is
unlikely to start as a freshman. He may not
even play much, if at all, from scrimmage. He
could figure immediately in the kick return
game. At LSU, he was likely to play immediately at running back, along with Keiland
Williams.
Does McKnight hate LSU? Does he hate
Louisiana? Not in the least, if you listen to Joe
and Coach Curtis. J.T. Curtis is the second
winningest coach in United States prep football history. His Patriots have captured an
astounding 21 state championships. A book
based on the school and program will be
released in a couple of months titled,
“Hurricane Season – A Coach, His Team, and
Their Triumph In The Time of Katrina.” The
author is Neal Thompson. In addition, HBO
will be producing a movie on the book about
the John Curtis Christian program.
Does J.T. Curtis steer his kids away from
LSU and Tulane? I can answer “no” unequiv-

ocally to that question. His sons (Jeff and
Johnny) played at Tulane. He has had many
players attend LSU. His former strength
coach and friend Tommy Moffett is LSU’s
strength coach. In the McKnight recruiting
scenario, J.T. did what he always does – serving as a counselor to the young man but never
telling him where to go. In fact, during the
process, Coach Curtis gave LSU some friendly advice on how to handle the recruitment
and the official visit of McKnight to Baton
Rouge.
Having said this, there is no doubt that a
segment of the population, the brutal bloggers, will vilify both J.T. Curtis and Joe
McKnight for the decision to attend USC. If
McKnight succeeds, he will be cursed. If he
falls short of being a star, he will be scorned
as “overrated.” Fortunately, I know many LSU
fans who, despite being disappointed, will not
hold grudges and wish the young man well
with the exception of if and when they face
LSU. McKnight and Curtis are used to having
stones cast at them. At John Curtis, that is the
norm. Regularly, they are accused of illegal
recruiting and cheating. No one wants Curtis
in their district or classification. The LHSAA
principals, in a move directed squarely at John
Curtis and Evangel Christian Academy of
Shreveport, voted to force all schools to play
to their enrollment classification. As a result,
Evangel, which dominated 5-A, and Curtis,
which dominated 4-A, were forced down to 1A and 2-A, respectively. Since that ruling,
both have won back-to-back state titles. This
coming season, Evangel moves to 2-A to
compete directly with John Curtis. Some
principals have fostered the idea of splitting
2-A into two entities to have a chance to win.
The move never gained traction.
As I have stated for many years, if they
cheat, prosecute them. The LHSAA investigates everything with great scrutiny today.
Nothing has happened to John Curtis. Does
Curtis have an advantage with a lower school
that starts kids in their program young? Does
Curtis have a disproportionate number of
football players to students? The answer to
both questions is yes. Having said this, Curtis

is a private school. Children and their parents
make a conscious decision to attend Curtis
and pay tuition. If they don’t pay, they should
be prosecuted. Curtis gets good players. They
coach them extremely well. They win with
astonishing frequency. That produces ill-feelings among competitors and perceived competitors. Occasionally, they get a great player,
along the lines of NFL players Reggie
Dupard, Greg Dubroc, Melvin Haynes, Mike
Stonebreaker, Clarence LeBlanc, Tony Bua,
Chris Howard and Jonathan Wells, all of
whom played in the NFL. More often, they
get good kids who maximize their ability.
When it comes to Curtis, the disproportion of football players to students is
explained simply by two factors – good football players seeking to succeed freely choose
to be at a football program that has great success and John Curtis does not cut players.
Everyone who tries out for football is part of
the team and will dress out. It is not John
Curtis’ fault that they are forced to play 2-A
football. St. Charles Catholic has had two terrific teams coached by a tremendous coach in
Frank Monica over the last two seasons.
Without the presence of Curtis, the Comets
would have won a pair of state championships. Principals doomed that possibility,
not John Curtis.
I wish Joe McKnight nothing but success
in California. I hope that he succeeds,
becomes a success in the NFL and in life, and
one day returns to Louisiana to utilize his
skills and education to make this a better
place to live. Without McKnight, LSU had a
wonderful recruiting class. Tiger fans can
take pleasure in that and in focusing on who
is here, rather than who is not. Since I stay
away from posting in anonymous fashion on
message boards, accept this as my recruiting
rant. H
Ken Trahan serves as sports director at
Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is the general manager and chairman of the board of
the Saints Hall of Fame in Kenner’s Rivertown
and serves as an information specialist for the
Jefferson Parish Recreation Department.
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LANDSCAPING ORDINANCE

(continued from page 1)

apply to new permit applicants, to permit
applications for major renovations, renovations to parking lots or when titles change
hands. All other properties would be grandfathered in, unless they voluntarily wished
to make changes to make their properties
uniform to others that conform to the new
standards.
“Oak and cypress trees are called
‘canopy trees,’” said Bowen. “You can see
in New Orleans and other communities that
use ‘canopy’ trees how decorative they are
and how elegant they become over a period
of 25 or 30 years. Not only do trees provide
shade and beauty, but they also reduce rainwater flooding, air pollution and utility
bills. Our concept in this ordinance is for the
long term.” Bowen clarified, however, that
smaller trees, such as hollies and crape myrtles, would be permitted as substitutions for
canopy trees in sites where spatial conditions do not allow for larger canopy trees.
Hebert said he would welcome input
from civic, community and business groups
and individual leaders on the subject of
landscaping commercial and retailing areas
of Kenner. “We want to be inclusive in this
and we’re not being adversarial to anyone’s
interests,” said Hebert. “In the end, we all
want Kenner to be the most beautiful city in
South Louisiana and that is attainable. At
the same time, we also want to work within
the budgets of all those affected so that we
can get the best results at a reasonable cost.”
A presentation of the proposed landscape ordinance is available on the city’s
website at www.kenner.la.us. Copies of the
proposed landscape ordinance are available
from Kenner’s Planning Department. H

LENTINI

(continued from page 1)

plantation home in St. Rose.
The street naming symbolically rejoins
the leaders of the team that guided Kenner
through one of the most progressive periods in its history – a period that saw a
change in the form of city government;
implementation of a financial system of
checks and balances; creation of a municipal court system with judges that have law

degrees; creation of a police training academy for all city officers; consolidation and
renovation of the city’s sewage collection
and treatment facilities, and implementation of a recreation plan that resulted in
modern playgrounds and gyms in every
Kenner neighborhood. H

OMC-Kenner

(continued from page 1)

provide,” Ramirez said.
During his tenure with Ochsner,
Ramirez has functioned in a variety of
roles, including assistant controller, director of international business development,
director of clinical services responsible for
m u l t i - o rgan transplantation, surg e ry,
nephrology, pulmonary and allergy services. More recently he served as director of
administrative operations, working on
executive team initiatives including the
purchase and integration of former Tenet
facilities, including OMC-K.
In assuming the job of vice president of
operations on April 1, Ramirez’s responsibility will be twofold – that of overseeing
clinical support services and developing
services that the hospital offers. He says
that he has specific goals for the immediate
future that he would like to see accomplished. “Our main focus is patient satisfaction – we want all of our patients to have
a good experience here. We are also
focused on growing the services we offer.
For example, by the end of this summer we
will reestablish our obstetrics unit, which
Tenet closed down after Katrina. We are
also making significant capital improvements in areas such as our emergency
room, where over 22,000 patients a year are
treated, our surgical suites and our radiology services” Ramirez said.
Ramirez also indicated that he looks
forward to helping ensure that OMC-K
continues to produce doctors that will
rebuild the area’s medical infrastructure.
“Ochsner Medical Center- Kenner is a
major teaching hospital. Part of our mission, in association with the LSU School of
Medicine, is to train and maintain doctors
in our community to take care of us now
and in the future.”
Although Ramirez has already demonstrated a commitment to Kenner through

Eddy Ramirez had been named the new vice-president of operations for OMC-Kenner.
Ramirez, a resident of Kenner, is shown above with his family. In the front row are
daughter Abigail and son Luke. Son Paul, wife Rebecca and son Jordan are in the
back row with Ramirez, far right.

his time as a coach at Woodlake and Muss
Bertolino playgrounds and also through his
fa m i ly ’s involvement with St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church, he said he is very
pleased to be making a contribution to
Kenner through his new position as well.
“My family, neighbors and friends are

CORPS OF ENGINEERS

(continued from page 1)

checking private property for dead and
diseased trees. If they see a dead or diseased tree, a note will be left for the property owner informing them that the tree
will be removed by a government contractor, if the property owner approves.
Councilwo m a n - a t - L a rge
Jeannie
Black said the program is worthwhile but
comes 18 months late, especially for those
property owners who spent their own
money to have dead or diseased trees
removed from their property, before the
federal government came forward with its
offer to do so for free. H

GREAT AMERICAN HEALTH CHALLENGE

(continued from page 25)

Landscaping as usual…
WE ARE REBUILT!

We are open for business and hope
our old friends will come and see us.
CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

American Eat Right Challenge will provide
practical advice and personalized tips on
adopting healthy eating habits and getting
r egular physical activity to maintain a
healthy body weight. The 31st anniversary
of the American Cancer Society’s Great
American Smokeout® will take place in
November 2007 and will continue its history of inspiring and helping smokers to quit.
The Great American Health Challenge
is made possible in part by support from
donations to Relay For Life.
For more information call 1-800-ACS2345 or visit www.cancer.org. H

served by this hospital, and I feel a personal obligation to make sure we provide all of
our patients the best possible customer
service and clinical outcomes. I am proud
that we at Ochsner have strengthened our
bonds to the Kenner community.” H

11th Annual

Save Our Lake
Golf Classic
March 12, 2007
Chateau Golf &
Country Club
Four-person scramble with shotgun start

Schedule
10:30 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. Tee Time
4:00 Awards Party sponsored by
Chateau Coffee Café,
Chops Bistro & Martini Bar,
Dockside Seafood & Oyster Bar
and Austin’s Restaurant
Prizes
Longest drive • Closest to the hole
• Door prizes
Sponsorships
$250-$2,000
Player
$125
For more information call 836-2205,
734-0561 or 415-7651
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Passport policy changes could net more back child support
Federal efforts to strengthen border
security may hold some surprises for
would-be travelers who are behind on their
child-support payments, the Louisiana
Department of Social Services (DSS) is
warning.
If someone owes more than $2,500 in
past due child-support payments, they will
be denied a U.S. passport, now a requirement for travel even to nearby countries.
B eginning January 25, 2007, passport
requirements were extended to air travelers,
including U.S. citizens, between the United
States and Canada, Mexico, Central and
South America, the Caribbean and
Bermuda. As early as January 1, 2008, the
requirement may be expanded to those
countries by land or sea, including ferries.
Robbie Endris, executive director of
DSS’ Support Enforcement Services in the
Office of Family Support, said, “We expect
the $2,500 threshold, coupled with the new
passport policy, to result in more delinquent parents honoring their obligations.
This regulation could have repercussions
not only for workers who travel abroad,
such as those who work in the oil and gas
industry, but even for honeymooners and
other vacationers.”
At present, Endris said, the policy
would mean that nearly 76,000 non-custodial parents in Louisiana child-support
cases would be ineligible for a passport or
a re-issuance because they owe more than
$2,500 each.
Endris said Louisiana reached the $1
billion mark in the amount of unpaid child
support in December 2006. As of January
31, Louisiana had 162,255 cases of arrearages for a total of $1.01 billion, or about
$6,221 per case on average. The state col-
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lected nearly $85.8 million in past-due support in the last fiscal year in 90,327 cases.
However, in any given month, the state is
able to collect about 55 percent of the obligations due for that month, Endris said.
“Think what a difference this money
could mean to the quality of life of the children involved,” she said.
Endris urged delinquent parents not to

wait until they desire to travel out of the
country but instead to contact their district
office of Support Enforcement Services or
call the toll-free SES hot line at 800-2564650 or 225-922-8100. For more information about SES or to get assistance with
child-support-related issues, call the hot
line or visit www.dss.state.la and click on
“Child Support.”

The Passport Denial Program was started in 1998 as part of the four-pronged
Federal Offset Program to help states
enforce delinquent child-support obl i gations. To date, lump-sum back payments of
more than $80 million have been collected
from delinquent parents across the nation
who have tried to get a passport or have one
reissued. H
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