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Mayor Muniz says $60 million
budget for 2007-08 is “appropriately
conservative and cautious”
By ALLAN KATZ
Mayor Ed Muniz says that while
Kenner’s long-term future is very bright, fiscal 2007-08 figures to be a financially tough
time for the city which is why he’s advocating for an “appropriately conservative and
cautious” $60 million budget. Kenner’s next
fiscal year begins July 1.
The proposed budget contains a $12
million surplus, 24% of which goes by law
to the Kenner Police Department, amounting to $1.5 million. Mayor Muniz anticipates that approximately $5.5 million of the
$12 million surplus will be reimbursed by
the FEMA for storm related expenditures.
Mayor Muniz said revenues from the
Treasure Chest Casino and the Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport – two major sources of income for
the Kenner budget – are both down. On the

Free Kenner storm
debris pickup
ended in May
Since the city of Kenner will no longer
pick up residential storm debris from
Hurricane Katrina after May 31, 2007,

retail front, the mayor said while Macy’s
executives have assured him that they’re
coming back and rebuilding their Kenner
store, it might not be open for business until
2009. Mervyn’s is gone, says the mayor. In
the same context, while Mayor Muniz
expects Home Depot to build a big store on
former airport land, the company doesn’t
seem to be in any hurry to cash in on its
investment in Kenner. “No one knows when
Home Depot is going to start driving piles,
although I think at some point they will do
so,” said Mayor Muniz.
The mayor said that for all those and
other related reasons, he and his administrative team have carved out a very cautious,
conservative budget for 2007-08. “I think the
post-Hurricane Katrina boom is over,” said
Mayor Muniz. “While I’m optimistic about
2009, who can say how the outlook might

Forty-eight public buildings or facilities
repaired by Kenner Public Works
Kenner’s Public Works Department
has completed extensive repairs, renovations and re-modeling to 48 public buildings or facilities.
“These buildings are now ready for

the upcoming hurricane season and are in
as good or better condition than they were
pre-Katrina,” said Public Works Deputy
Chief Administrative Officer Prat Reddy.
continued on page 30

continued on page 31

Prat Reddy, Kenner’s deputy CAO for public works, said that beginning June 1, residents will be responsible for removing
storm debris to acceptable dump sites,
either themselves, by their contractors,
sub-contractors or by a paid disposal pick
up company. Reddy cautioned residents to
make sure a standard debris clean-up provision is included in the agreement with

their contractor.
Free pick up was initially scheduled to
end on June 30, but Kenner, Jefferson
Parish and FEMA mutually agreed to end
the free service on May 31.
Reddy said after the May 31 deadline,
dumping of storm debris will not be
allowed on neutral grounds, the area
between the sidewalk and street in front of

their homes or any other public rights of
way. Reddy also said that the Ramelli
Group, the city’s garbage contractor, will
only be responsible for garbage pickup.
He cautioned residents not to mix any construction debris with household garbage.
Reddy defined storm debris as damaged materials torn out of a residence like
continued on page 27

Hunter named Ramelli garbage contract saves money Lake Trail drainage
improvements
permanent
update
airport director
On May 16, the New Orleans Aviation
Board voted to name interim Director of
Aviation Sean
C. Hunter permanent in the
position as
director
of
aviation at the
N ew Orleans
I n t e rn a t i o n a l
Airport.
Hunter,
41, has been
serving as the
interim director of aviation since May 2006
when Roy Williams left the airport to pursue other career opportunities.
continued on page 11

In May, Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz
selected Ramelli Janitorial Services Inc.
to continue handling collection and disposal of the city’s solid waste. Muniz said
negotiations produced an agreement that
reduces the city’s costs for garbage and
trash collection and disposal and provides
for continued trouble-free service to the

city’s residents.
Ramelli began picking up solid waste
in Kenner after longtime contractor Waste
Management was unable to amass enough
crews to properly handle garbage collection after Hurricane Katrina. Eventually,
Ramelli took over the balance of the

continued on page 30

By TROY BROUSSARD

Legislation sponsored several months
ago by Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben
Zahn to revamp drainage on Lake Trail
Drive is closer to realization as several local
g ove rnment entities coordinate their
efforts.
“The project is underway, and public
works tells me that the projected finish date
for phase one is mid-June,” said
Councilman Zahn. “When the work is complete, it should alleviate the ex c e s s ive
flooding occurring during heavy dow npours in the blocks of Lake Trial near the
levee.”
In phase one of revamping the street’s
continued on page 24
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Adults – $6
Children & Seniors – $5

Multi-Show Packages
Group Reservations - 468-7231

2020 Fourth Street – Rivertown
LASER SPIRIT

Tue.-Sat. – Noon and 3:00 p.m.
Get into the “spirit” with a show
filled with the Red, White, and
Blue! From patriotic to pop, this
show rocks to a wide selection of
great music and will leave you
beaming with American pride.
Running time: 45 minutes

HH
HH
HH

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF WATER

Tue.-Sat. – 10:00 a.m.
Drip! Drip! Drip! Join Aqua, the water
drop as he journeys through the science
of water. This entertaining planetarium
show illustrates the importance of
water for Earth and beyond by exploring its connection to everything in our
world. You’ll even learn how water
relates to hurricanes and tornadoes, and
see why these massive forces of nature
are a necessary part to life on Earth!
Running time: 35 minutes

HUBBLE VISION

Tue.-Sat. – 2:00 p.m., Sat. – 7:00 p.m.
View the wonders of the
universe as never before
in this visually stunning
and in-depth planetarium
show! Hubble Vision
brings into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries made by
the Hubble Space Telescope. See glorious images of
planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies and more. You’ll
never be so close to objects so far away again!
Running time: 35 minutes

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd., Rivertown

Bookings Available for Shows and Parties – Groups Only •
Shows: Saturdays @ 11:30 am

Call 468-7231, Ext. 220

LATE NITE LASER
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT AT 9:00
JUNE 2 – LASER POP
Rock to the tunes of today’s most popular artists! Experience your favorite songs as never before while thousands of
colorful designs dance across a 50-foot domed screen. Featured artists include N’Sync, Pink, Sting, REM, and more!
Selections range from Get This Party Started and Pop to Desert Rose and Smooth! Running Time: 35 minutes

JUNE 9 – LASER RETRO
Do you love the 80s? Well, dust off your Moon Boots and Parachute Pants and travel back into time to when artists
like the Eurythmics, Duran Duran and Tears for Fears ruled the pop world! Among the many selections are Rio, Sweet
Dreams, Message in a Bottle, and Relax! Running Time: 50 minutes

JUNE 16 – LASER BEATLES
Relive the British invasion with John, Paul, George and Ringo! Featuring many hits from the 60s and 70s, Laser
Beatles will launch you straight into Beatlemania! Selections include A Hard Day’s Night, Help!, Yesterday, and
Revolution, among many others! Running Time: 30 minutes

JUNE 23 – LASER VINYL

THE BIGGEST
DAM MOVIE YOU EVER SAW.

NOW SHOWING! •
Call 468-7231 Ext. 228 For Showtimes

Wanna Rock ‘n Roll All Night? Then this is the show for you! Tease your mullet and stretch out the spandex for the
ultimate in classic rock shows! Includes timeless tunes from bands like Aerosmith, AC/DC, Van Halen, and KISS!
Among the featured tracks are Back in Black, Jump, Bohemian Rhapsody, and Dream On. Running Time: 45 minutes

JUNE 30 – LASER X
Laser X is the definitive hard rock, alternative experience! Featured artists include Rage Against the Machine, Alice in
Chains, Garbage and White Zombie. Among the tracks covered are Bulls on Parade, Monkey Wrench, Would, Push It
and More Human Than Human. (Some selections may contain profanity.) Running Time: 45 minutes

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street
in Kenner’s Rivertown. Tickets are $6/Adults, $5 Children/Seniors.
For more information call 468-7231, ext. 228.
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Is the post-Katrina economic boom over? For now it is

By ALLAN KATZ
You will have to go a long way to find
anyone more perpetually optimistic about
Kenner’s future than I am. But, even I have
to back off sometimes in the face of undeniable facts.
For example, I initially was ready to
believe that the tremendous sales tax boom
for Kenner and Jefferson Parish after Katrina
was going to be a permanent growth factor.
After all, I reasoned, if New Orleans’ retail
sector was virtually wiped out by Katrina,
doesn’t it make sense to think that retail
spending will permanently move to shopping
malls in Kenner and Jefferson Parish.
As it turned out, Mayor Ed Muniz was
far more realistic and pragmatic than optimists like me. He recalled from 40 years
ago a post-Hurricane Betsy spending boom
that definitely had finite limits. Once it was

over, remembered Muniz, it was really over.
Now, he thinks the post-Betsy boom is
being repeated in Jefferson Parish where
Kenner’s sales tax revenues are starting to
tail off. Even more serious, tax revenues to
Kenner from the Treasure Chest Casino and
the Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport are seriously off. For
whatever reason, the Treasure Chest isn’t
raking in the receipts the way they were
right after Katrina when out-of-town workmen thronged to the casino with their pockets full of cash. And, while the airport is
doing a little better lately, flights are only
about 65 percent of what they were preKatrina. That means there are fewer passengers spending fewer dollars on food,
drink and souvenirs which reduces the airport’s payments to Kenner.
For Kenner city government, Mayor
Muniz has responded to these developments much the same way he reacted when
he owned radio stations. When advertising
r evenues tailed off, Muniz would cut
expenses. When business improve d, he
would increase the budget.
In Kenner city government, Muniz is
trying to hold the line in fiscal 2007-08

with a budget of $60 million. The mayor is
ve ry pleased with the response from
department heads who have managed to cut
their budget. One such example is Public
Works Director Prat Reddy who has
reduced the Public Works staff by 33
employees with an additional 39 positions
that are unlikely to be filled.
Less delighted by the news were the
district council members on the Kenner
City Council. It’s easy to understand why.
There is still a lot of work to be done on
infrastructure in each of their districts. In
some districts, there is still damage to
streets, drainage and sewer systems caused
by Hurricane Katrina. Citizens are putting
pressure on their district council members
to get those infrastructure problems fixed.
But Muniz is resisting. His argument is
that revenues from the casino are down,
revenues from the airport are down, we’ve
lost the Mervyn’s revenues permanently
and the Macy’s revenues at least until 2009
when the new store will hopefully be ready.
He’s not sure when the Home Depot development on the land once owned by the airport might be opening its doors.
The mayor is being conservative, arguing
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Is it too soon to
address him as Governor Jindal?
No one has ever been elected governor of
continued on page 16
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that Kenner needs to be in a financial holding pattern for a couple of years. Consider
too, Muniz says, what happens to the Kenner
economy if we get a big hurricane rolling in
here in 2007 or 2008. The disruption of revenues and the huge cost of rebuilding could
put Kenner (and every other municipality in
south Louisiana) in deep trouble, especially
if there isn’t a rainy day fund that can be
called on in an emergency.
To tell you the truth, I hate being pessimistic and cautious even for a short time.
I know the Treasure Chest is going to come
back, as will the airport. I know that Macy’s
will reopen and Home Depot will be a great
success, serving as a catalyst to other developments. I think that in a few years, some
visionary developer will build a luxury condominium tower near LaSalle’s Landing.
But even I have to admit that the outlook for 2007-08 is much more what Mayor
Muniz is describing than what I would like
to see happen.

By JEFF CROUERE
The Louisiana Legislature is currently in
session trying to decide how to allocate our
state’s financial windfall in the most prudent
manner. Because of high oil prices, high
taxes and fast paced hurricane recove ry
spending, the state budget has mushroomed
in recent years. For the next fiscal year,
Governor Blanco has proposed a $29.2 billion budget, which is three times the size of
the state’s budget just 12 years ago.
Incredibly, state officials have just located
even more money to spend as the Revenue
Estimating Conference forecasted that there
will be an extra $247 million to spend, giving
the state more than a $3 billion budget surplus. We also have $300 million that was set
aside to lure the steel plant to Louisiana, but
since it is going to Alabama, that money is
also up for grabs.
Losing the steel mill was a major blow to
the Blanco administration. After months of
effort and billions of dollars in incentives,
Louisiana still fell short in its bidding war
with Alabama. The plant would have been
the biggest economic development prize in
state history. Unfortunately, Alabama had too
many advantages over Louisiana such as

lower energy costs, proximity to other automobile plants, better soil conditions and a
more educated workforce. Today, Alabama is
justifiably celebrating while Louisiana is
licking its wounds. The proposed site in St.
James Parish may be applicable for another
large project and other companies are looking at it for it has plenty of acreage and great
access to the Mississippi River. Hopefully,
all of the work devoted to this project will
not be wasted effort.
As we move forward, Louisiana needs to
learn the lessons of this failure so we can
become more competitive in the future. The
state can also turn this defeat into a victory,
specifically by utilizing the cash incentives,
as well as the entire budget surplus, to
address some long standing problems that
the state is facing.
Here are some worthwhile projects that
should be funded and will benefit the state in
a number of very significant ways:
Coastal Restoration. Our coast is eroding at a rapid rate and we cannot wait for the
federal government any longer. It is time the
state used a significant portion of this money
to rebuild our coast. An improved coastline
will help the state weather another hurricane
and improve the economy of south Louisiana
by giving businesses more of a reason to
invest in the region.
Road Home Grants. The fund is billions of dollars short due to bad planning,
poor forecasts and a terrible allocation of
scarce resources. Using this money to help

hurricane victims will help deva s t a t e d
regions of the state recover. People will use
the money to rebuild, so it will have a multiplying effect in our economy.
Small Business Grants. A portion of the
money should be added to the state’s economic development fund. This money should
not be set-aside to lure another massive plant
to Louisiana. Instead, it should be given to
struggling small business owners, still trying
to recover post-hurricanes. Business owners
in the coastal parishes have encountered hurdle after hurdle in dealing with the Road
Home plan, the Small Business
Administration, FEMA and other government bureaucracies. Thousands of small
businesses are hanging on by a thread right
now. An infusion of cash will not only save
businesses and jobs, but it will also allow
many owners to expand and hire more workers, thus growing our fragile economy.
There are other valid ideas on how these
funds should be used; however, the worst
idea is to spread the money around to each
legislative district like another slush fund.
We should not grow state government any
more. Unfortunately, Governor Blanco wants
to use the extra dollars to give pay raises and
add more state workers. A better idea is to
grow our private sector, which has contracted in recent years. This is an opportunity to
be wise stewards of this extra money and not
wasteful bureaucrats.
For their part, Republicans are proposing
continued on page 12
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Conservative budget proposal based on sound management policy

By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor
At the beginning of May, I forwarded to
the City Council the city administration’s
proposed operating and capital budgets for
our fiscal year 2007-2008. The operating
budget projects a three percent increase in
sales tax collections which is a normal
growth pattern in a normal year – essentially a standstill budget. The capital budget
contains $4.1 million in projects – about a
2.1 percent increase over the current (200607) budget – mainly because of additional
revenues provided for the recreation
department.
While we would like to see operating
revenues actually come in higher, the prudent part of budget planning at this time
dictates that we take a strongly conservative
approach. The reason is our city still needs
to address repairs of damages from Katrina;
the fact that reimbursements from FEMA
and payments from our insurance companies are coming in painfully slow; sales tax

collections are falling to pre-Katrina levels,
and the need to protect the city’s cash flow
as we try to get back to normal.
On the revenue side of the operating
budget, we are expecting property tax revenues to return during the coming year to
the levels that existed before Hurricane
Katrina now that property assessments
have been restored to the pre-storm
amounts. The reduced property tax yield
we experienced during the recovery period
immediately after Katrina are monies that
have been lost. There is no mechanism to
recover those funds. Also, revenues from
the riverboat continue to decline.
THE OPERATING BUDGET
Operating budget expenditures are projected to decline by about half a million
dollars (mainly because of a one-time allocation made to the police department this
year); the closeout of the trash recycling
p r ogram, and not implementing the
S.A.F.E.R. grant that would have resulted
in the hiring of additional firemen, but at
great expense to the city.
Notable increases in operating expenditures are expected in seven areas and cost
savings are expected in three areas.
Notable Increases
Code Enforcement – The need to hire
additional inspectors to address the rise in
complaints and the above-normal number
of building permits as Kenner continues to
recover from Katrina.
R e c reation – Continuing repairs of
storm damage at playgrounds and gyms,
some of it not covered by insurance and
taking over from the Public Works
Department the maintenance of LakeTown,
City Park, Veterans Park and the new
Splash Park.
Finance – Adding another certified
public accountant to the staff to do all of the
annual audit preparation work in-house
rather than outsourcing the work at a higher cost.
Information Technology – Addressing
the need for additional tech help as the
number of computers in use by the city
continues to grow. This includes maintenance of computer hardware and the software used to run the city’s computer financial application – a new main-frame system
– that will be used by all city departments.
Civil Service – Inaugurating a new city
department as recently authorized by
Kenner voters. The department started up
late in the current fiscal year, but will operate the entire next fiscal year and for years
to come.
Insurance – The cost of insurance is up
an average 12 percent across the board.
Pay Raises – Included in the operating
budget proposal is a five percent pay
increase for all employees, except police.
Notable decreases
Public Works – Projecting a decrease in
expenditures because of privatizing grass

cutting on public rights of way and conducting more engineering work in-house.
The emphasis is to do more work in-house
across the board in order to save on the high
cost of outside consultants.
Community Services – Closure of the
tourist center and eliminating employee
positions by attrition.
Phone System – Proposed installation
of a new phone system for all city departments is expected to result in substantial
savings through the elimination of a costly
annual lease of equipment and service
charges to program and repair the leased
equipment. The city will own the new system and maintain it in-house.
THE CAPITAL BUDGET
The capital budget is slightly higher.
While riverboat revenues have declined,
video poker and other revenues have
increased slightly. The emphasis is on
improving infrastructure and several internal city facilities, to wit:
Computer upgrades, including the next

phase of conversion to the MUNIS main frame
system that will be used by all city departments. That process will take several years.
Continued development of City Park in
northwest Kenner.
Installation of a new security system for
Buildings A, B and C on the City Hall campus.
Major renovations to the former Barbre
School on Third Street in order to consolidate several city departments at one location – this will eliminate the expense of
leasing some private property for city
offices.
I would hope that by the time you read
this, the process for budget adoption will be
well underway and, hopefully, approved by
the City Council on or before June 15 as
required by the city charter. My administration has worked diligently to keep expenditures within projected revenues through a
sound business management policy. H
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240.

Roadside safety
By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
Most of us
n ever think
about the dangers involved
with pulling
over during a
roadside
e m e r g e n c y.
Each
ye a r,
thousands die
in accidents
that take place on the shoulder or median of
roads. It is important for you to know how
to protect yourself when pulling ove r.
Please review the following tips with all
drivers in your family, especially yo u r
teenagers. This information saves lives.
Always read your owner’s manual to
familiarize yourself with all gauges in your
car. Gauges display important information
that indicates emerg e n cy situations.
Consider subscribing to one of the many
roadside assistance services. T h ey ’l l
respond to your situation and assist you
with vehicle problems.
While pulling over to the side of the
road, use your turn signal instead of emergency flashers. When emergency flashers
are on, your blinkers don’t work. Avoid
stopping on the left shoulder if at all possible.
Pull over safely and remember to exit
your vehicle from the passenger side. Pay
attention to traffic. Never stand directly in
front of your car or near oncoming traffic.
When stopped at night, turn on your
flashers to signal for help. Try to stop under

a street light or lamp so other motorists can
see you. During the day, raise the hood and
tie a white cloth on the antenna or door handle.
Return to the inside of your car and
lock the doors when any vehicle approaches. Open the window just enough to speak
through and ask them to call or send for
help. If the person behaves suspiciously, tell
them the police are on the way.
Some emerg e n cy items you should
store in the trunk of your vehicle include
jumper cables, a first-aid kit, a can of tire
inflator, a flashlight and extra batteries, bottled drinking water, a white cloth or towel
and a spare tire, jack and lug wrench.
Now is the time to review this information with your family. It is important to be
prepared in the event of a roadside emerg e n cy, and knowing what to do when
pulling over will protect you and your family on the road. H
Chief Caraway can be reached by email
at k p d @ ke n n e r.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

KENNER
STHR
Website
www.kennerstar.com
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New landscape ordinance heads to City Council after approval by Planning and Zoning Department
and some other major streets has been
approved by the Kenner Board of
Planning and Zoning and is now headed
to the City Council for discussion as well
as possible final approval.

By ALLAN KATZ
A new landscape ordinance that could
change the look of Williams Boulevard

20
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BEAUTY IS TIMELESS…AGELESS
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“Drew” $101.95

Don’t let time and age take away your youthful beauty. Thinning hair,
loss of shine and texture are not an inevitable result of aging.
Our professionals can show you how to regain the density, body, bounce
and brilliance your hair once had.
Call today and see why we’ve been Kenner’s thinning hair experts for
30 years.

airS tyles
H
Unlimited
464-5949 3635 Florida Ave.
•
Open Mon. - Sat.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

The new ordinance, prepared by
Kenner Planning Director Jay Hebert and
Hailey Bowen, the city’s landscape architect, would apply to commercial, office,
multiple family and industrial building
permit applicants.
The ordinance would require “canopy
trees,” such as oaks and cypress, to be
placed along property lines and on tree
islands in parking lots. Where oaks and
cypress might be inappropriate, the ordinance allows other smaller trees to be
substituted.
“We’re not trying to be authoritarian,” said Hebert. “We’ve worked closely
with the administration, the City Council
and the business community on this.
There is a general consensus that the look

of Williams Boulevard, for example, is
not nearly as good as it could be. We are
following the example of Baton Rouge
and some North Shore communities in
shaping this new ordinance. ‘Canopy
trees’ take 25 or 30 years to reach their
full growth but they add greatly to the
beauty of a community. Kenner already
has many beautiful trees in residential
neighborhoods but we think that adding
‘canopy trees’ and shrubs to commercial
neighborhoods will make Kenner a
greener and more beautiful city.”
To view the proposal and see comparisons of existing and proposed property
improvements due to the ordinance, visit
the city of Kenner’s website at www.kenner.la.us.H

Tourism center in Kenner closed
The Kenner Tourism Center at
Interstate-10 and Loyola Drive was permanently closed on May 4 due to a cost-cutting effort by Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz. The
center initially opened in 1984 as a temporary aid to the highway travelers passing
through the city on their way to the World’s
Fair in New Orleans. After the fair closed
the center continued to remain open.
Mayor Muniz said the closure will
result in an annual savings of $135,000, and
the money can be better used in the postKatrina environment to beef up the city
department of code enforcement, which has
been swamped by repair and rebuilding
permit requests because of storm damage.

The tourism center was part of the
Kenner Community Services Department
and had four employees. Three were transferred to other city departments and one
employee retired.
The mayor said a decision on the future
of the building will be made after a title
search is conducted and research determines what legal uses of the building are
allowed. If commercial use is allowed, the
city will then advertise for private investors
to submit proposals in order to put the
building into commerce.
This year, about 2,400 persons visited
the center a month. Center staff said 75 percent of the visitors were locals. H

Nick Congemi honored with street dedication

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602 • Metairie, LA 70002
Mickey King
Susan Vrbaskovich
Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist
Reverse Mortgage
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3528
504-830-3527
504-830-3531
Jane Hayes
Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3526
504-830-3533

On May 8, 2007, former Kenner Police
Chief Nick A. Congemi was honored with a
street dedication during a special ceremony
held at the Kenner Police Complex. A portion
of
Bessemer
Street,
which runs
alongside
the Kenner
P o l i c e
Complex
and Jail, has
been named
N i c k
Congemi
Drive.
“Chief
Congemi
has meant
so much to
our city,” said Kenner Police Chief Steve
Caraway. “His service and contributions
have helped shape Kenner into the great
community it is today.”
Congemi’s career in law enforcement
began with the position of deputy marshal in
1970, and extended through both 9-11 and
the worst natural disaster in American history. In 1990, he was first elected as Kenner’s

police chief and for the next 16 years his
innovative tactics brought crime levels in the
city down to half of what they were before
he took office.
“I don’t
think there
is
any
greater
calling than
public servi c e , ”
Congemi
said.
“I
hope that
the street
naming
inspires
others to
join
the
ranks of the
h o n o r a bl e
law enforcement profession.”
Congemi added that he considered the
street naming to be an honor for his entire
family, especially to his wife Linda, his children and his grandchildren who sacrificed
their time with him so that he could work at
a job he loved.
Congemi was also honored by Mayor Ed
Muniz with an official city proclamation. H

KENNER STHR JUNE 2007 9

H Community

H

Kenner property tax sale set for June 27
More than 186 tax-delinquent properties from the year 2004 in the city of
Kenner will go on sale Wednesday, June 27,
2007. The sale starts at 10:00 a.m. in the
council chamber at Kenner City Hall, 1801
Williams Boulevard.
Kenner Finance Director Duke
McConnell said the 186 properties include
several types of residences, but most are
vacant lots. The delinquent tax on the properties amounts to nearly $40,000.
The city conducted a similar tax sale
last December 18 and netted more than
$36,000 on 112 properties.
McConnell said the event does not
result in the sale of the property. The buyer
is actually purchasing the tax lien.
“If the buyer waits three years and the
owner does not pay the taxes, the buyer can
take the necessary legal steps to acquire
title to the property,” he said.
The procedure for the tax sale shall be as
follows:
(1) Beginning on the day before the tax
sale, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and on the morning of the tax sale
from 8:30 a.m. until the tax sale begins, the
finance office shall keep a list of prospective buyers, numbered in the order in which
the buyers register. A prospective buyer
may register either personally, on behalf of
a corporate entity, or as an agent for another, but each prospective buyer may register
only one time.
(2) When the tax sale begins, the first

buyer from the list may select any tax sale
parcel they wish.
(3) If that property is divisible (e.g. a
parcel consisting of more than one lot) the
city will ask if anyone would bid less than
all lots.
(4) The city will then offer that parcel,
or lot(s) within that parcel, to any bidder
willing to purchase for less than 100 percent interest in the property or lot(s).
(5) If no one bids less than all lots or
less than 100 percent interest in the property, the first buyer is the winning bidder.
(6) If there is a bidder for less than all
lots, or less than 100 percent, the bidder
offering the fewest lot(s) and smallest percent interest in the property, but not less
than one percent will be the winning bidder. In the event of a tie, the tied bidder
highest on the registration list is the winning bidder.
(7) A successful buyer is then moved to
the bottom of the registration list.
(8) Steps (2) through (7) are then
repeated with the next prospective buyer on
the registration list, and repeated until no
prospective buyers make any offers on any
more properties. Any remaining properties
will be adjudicated to the city.
A list of the properties for sale can be
viewed at the Kenner Finance Department
in Building A of City Hall or on the Kenner
website at www.kenner.la.us by clicking the
link shown on the press release. H

DAILY SPECIALS
DINNER SPECIALS 4 PM - CLOSE

Bud & Bud Light
Long Necks $2.00
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm

MONDAY
Double Shrimp Platter
Get double the shrimp on your
platter for the regular price.

St. Theresa project approved by council
By a majority vote, 4-2, the Kenner city
council recently approved the amendment
of an ordinance that will allow the developers of St. Theresa to change their designation to specialty medical center from their
original approved designation of nursing
home. Ochsner Health System, a non profit that took over the former Ke n n e r
Regional Medical Center last year and
reopened the facility as Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner (OMC-K), publicly objected to the legislation based on its belief that
St. Theresa could have various adverse
effects on the local medical community.

The new St. Theresa facility will be located
literally next door to OMC-K.
Ochsner has since filed suit in the
Twenty Fourth Judicial District Court with
a claim that the city council’s actions were
i l l egal, as the original ordinance that
authorized St. Theresa specified that the
development was to have been completed
by 1992 and was to be operated solely as a
nursing home.
A majority of the Kenner City Council
has since denied reconsideration of their
earlier vote by a 4-2 margin. H

KPD to offer hunter’s education,
bow classes to hunters
The Kenner Police Department will
soon offer free hunter’s education and bow
hunter’s education classes to the public. The
courses will cover such topics as bow history, safety and technology; shot placement;
targeting and tracking game; first aid; physical conditioning for hunters and conserva-

tion and ethics.
Hunters who use a bow are required to
take the course to hunt in areas such as federal game reserves and during certain hunting seasons.
For more information, call KPD Sgt.
Vic Giglio at 712-2256. H

TUESDAY
Oyster Special
Buy 1/2 dozen, get 1/2 dozen FREE

WEDNESDAY
Lobster Night
1lb. Lobster $18.95

THURSDAY
Steak Night
8 oz. Filet – $18.95
12 oz. Ribeye – $16.95

FRIDAY
All You Can Eat Catfish – $10.99
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE KENNER STHR

468-3237
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Raising children with healthy body images

By YVETTE DUSSOUY
In a culture where appearance weighs
heavily on public consciousness, parents are
confronted with the challenge of raising chil-

dren with healthy body images and robust
self esteems.
Recent statistics:
A study of American girls indicated that
as many as 65 percent had formed ideas
about dieting by age five.
A Swedish study found that 25 percent of
young females had dieted by age seven and
were already estimating themselves to be
larger than they really were.
Harvard University researchers report

Dance Classes for All Ages

REGISTER NOW!

Dance Center
Call or visit our website for Summer and Fall Schedules
“CDA is a wonderful school that offers a remarkable dance experience.
The teachers TRULY care for their students by offering them the best dance
education possible as well as providing a fun, loving environment for our
children. CDA is definitely the best place for us!”

Patti & Hailey Marino

2401 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Kenner

466-5856

www.cdadance.com

We listen,

we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092

Landscaping…Call for Estimate
Come out and see our beautiful plants!

ENCORE AZALEAS – 3 gal. for $15
Queen Palms
Tobechina
Begonias
Mandevilla
Esperanza
Crotons
Geraniums

Robellini Palms
Knock Out
Ixora
Red Banana
Camellias
Indian Hawthorne
Vegetable Plants
Jasmine
Hydrangea
Bedding Plants
Caladiums
Marigolds
Purple Fountain Grass
Trees

Roses
Hibiscus
Sasanqua
Day Lilies
Aztec Grass
Purselane
Encore Azaleas

LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY

27 W. 27th Street

•

Kenner, LA

•

888-7517 or 468-5467

that at least 50 percent of girls are significantly unhappy about the way they look by
age 13.
By age 17, only three out of 10 girls have
not succumbed to dieting, according to the
Harvard study.
Boys and young men are not immune to
the trend. Body dissatisfaction in men has
nearly tripled over the last 30 years, states
Katharine Phillips, M.D., professor of psychiatry at Brown University Medical School
in Providence, R.I.
What’s a parent to do? Experts offer the
following tips (which may very well help
boost your body image too!):
Don’t talk about your own weight or your
ch i l d ’s. Instead steer your conversations
toward the importance of regular physical
activity and making healthy food choices.
Work on building self esteem through
accomplishments and recognizing pers o n a l
talents. For example, help your child train for
and complete a three-mile walk or run.
Nurture their gifts in music, art or athletics.
Encourage them to value what their bodies
can do, as opposed to how they look, and revel
in what makes them unique as individuals.
Be a role model. Don’t engage in any verbal “self-bashing” and lead by example
when it comes to nutrition, regular exercise
and eating appropriate portion sizes.

Downplay media ideals. Remind your
children that celebrities often achieve physical perfection through surgery and air brushing. Help them identify people in their own
lives whom they admire and can emulate.
Fight compartmentalizing – a tendency
to focus on just one area of the body that is
dissatisfying.
Help your children to identify things they
like about their bodies, such as pretty eyes,
strong legs, a nice smile, etc.
Exercise is a wonderful way to boost body
image because it shifts the focus from appearance to what the body can achieve. Regular
workouts enhance mood and a general sense
of well being as well. H
Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor for
over 16 years, has owned and operated the
Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center located at
3729 Williams Boulevard for over 13 years.
Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter Elite
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past eight
years. Dussouy can be reached at 443-6666
or jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise
Center has classes early morning, morning,
afternoon, evenings and weekends – some
include ch i l d c a re. This class sch e d u l e
includes classes for the overweight through
the very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.
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147 million gallons of wasted gas?
It’s a drop in the bucket
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Loose gas
caps,
underinflated tires,
faulty thermostats, worn spark
plugs, malfunctioning engine
controls, and
poor
wheel
alignment –these
are among the
conditions that cost consumers millions of dollars in wasted fuel daily.
Something as innocuous as an improperly
tightened gas cap, for example, or one that’s
missing or defective, might seem a minor factor, but consider that 17 percent of the vehicles
on U.S. highways have either misused or missing gas caps, causing 147,000,000 gallons of
gas per year to vaporize into the atmosphere
(source: Service Tech Magazine, September
2000).
To the maxim “waste not, want not,” we
need to add “be car care aware,” because most
drivers are unaware of the economic consequences of neglected maintenance.
Nearly 150 million gallons of gas out of
the filler cap are literally a drop in the bucket

of waste.
Among the six worst offenders are under
inflated tires and incorrect wheel alignment,
conditions which increase rolling resistance.
Like driving with the parking brake not fully
released, it can cost a mile or two per gallon on
a car that normally delivers 20 miles per gallon. Among other gas guzzlers are dirty oil, a
mile per gallon; a slipping automatic transmission, another mile per gallon and as much as
two mpg for a cooling system thermostat that
causes the engine to run too cold.
Finally, there could be a malfunction of
one or more components in the fuel, ignition
or emission control systems, especially critical
in cold weather driving. The fuel penalty for
just one misfiring spark plug is two or three
miles per gallon.
Combining all of these discrepancies into
one vehicle, the cost of wasted fuel easily
could exceed recent increases in pump prices.
It’s what being car care aware is all about. H
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

KENNER STHR JUNE 2007 11

H Community

H

Most Elite Training Center for Athletics in our Area
One-on-one work- outs with athlete & trainers

Mike Zito announces
candidacy for state Senate seat
Mike Zito recently announced his bid
for Louisiana State Senate, District 10, a
position currently held by Art Lentini, who
is prevented by term limits from seeking reelection.
Until his retirement, Zito served as
Kenner Fire Chief and also holds certifications as a medical technician and as a
reserve officer for Jefferson Parish.

In announcing his candidacy, Zito said,
“Through much thought and consideration,
I have decided to run for Senate. I have
already served you with dignity, honesty
and respect. I will continue to place you
and your family first in all of my decision
making.”
The election will be held on October
20, 2007. H

Feast of Corpus Christi to be held June 10
The Archdiocese of New Orleans will
hold the second annual Archdiocesan
Corpus Christi Procession on June 10,
2007. The event will begin with Holy Mass
at Immaculate Conception Church (Jesuit
Church), 130 Baronne Street at 3:00 p.m. A
Eucharistic Procession will immediately
follow the Mass to the St. Louis Cathedral
for Holy Hour at 5:00 p.m. All are invited
to participate.

For more information, or if you would
like to reserve seating in either church for
your group, contact Susie Veters, director
of the Office of Eucharistic Adoration, at
482-8010 or email eucharistadore@archdiocese-no.org. Free parking will be available by Immaculate Conception Church at
the parking garage across from 925
Common Street. H

AIRPORT DIRECTOR

Following a brief time in Atlantic City,
Hunter joined the New Orleans Aviation
Board in July of 1995. During his tenure at
the Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport, Hunter rapidly
ascended through the ranks to the position
of executive assistant to the director of aviation, where he was responsible for advising the director and making recommendations on all issues pertaining to social, economic, political, and operational matters
governing the Airport. Hunter was promoted to deputy director of operations and
maintenance of the airport in December
1999. He also accepted responsibility for
two additional executive level vacancies,
deputy director of safety and security and
disadvantaged business enterprise liaison
officer, due to sudden retirements, without
additional compensation.
Hunter holds a Bachelor of Science
degree and a Master’s of Business
Administration specialized in aviation from
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. He
is married to the former Shauna Crowden
and is the father of an eleven year old son,
Sean Christian. H

(continued from page 1)

“Sean has been doing a tremendous job
since being named interim director last year
and we felt that he was the best candidate
for the position,” stated Lea Po l k
Montgomery, chairperson of the personnel
committee who made the recommendation
to the full board.
“I am pleased and honored to have been
appointed director of aviation at Armstrong
International,” said Hunter. “This is a pivotal time for the airport because it is such a
key element in the region’s economic
recovery. Therefore, working with the airlines to restore air service levels to preKatrina levels and beyond will continue to
be a primary focus. In addition, the airport
is the front door to visitors to our region.
With that in mind, our upcoming terminal
renovations will reflect our unique region
and provide a more welcoming environment for our passengers. We will continue
open communication with the community
and its leaders as we all move forward
together to become a better destination than
ever before,” said Hunter.
Hunter’s salary will be negotiated and
brought back to the board for consideration
at a future meeting. In the meantime,
Hunter will continue to earn the annual
salary of $150,719 that was approved for
the interim director.
A native of Detroit, Michigan with
twenty years of experience in aviation,
Hunter began his career as a naval air traffic controller. He quickly rose through the
military ranks and was honorably discharged in 1992, after which he was immediately hired as an airport operations officer with the Atlantic City International
Airport.

Crimestoppers
director to speak
The general membership meeting of
Citizens For A Safer Jefferson will be held
on Monday, June 4, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. at
the East Bank Regional Library located at
4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.
Darlene Cusanza, exe c u t ive director of
Crimestoppers will be the guest speaker.
For more information about the group or
the meeting, contact Tony Ligi at 4557974. H

THE SPORTS
PERFORMANCE CENTER
at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy

• 3,500 sq. ft. weight room
• 8,000 sq. ft. outdoor training facility
• Outdoor basketball training area
• Field Turf for speed & agility training
• Baseball hitting cage with instructions by

Coach Jeff Lipari (2-time National Champion
with the LSU Tigers)
Come by our facility at 3921 Williams Blvd. and
talk with Coach Duke Rousse, the areas best
speed, strength and agility coach for high school &
young athletic performance enhancement or call
443-5152 to schedule an appointment.

To set up personal hitting
instruction call
Coach Jeff Lipari at
885-1077 or 613-7696.
To allow your child to be the best athlete they can
be, call the Sports Performance Center at Kenner
Orthopedic & Sports Therapy.

(504) 443-5152
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Family conflicts cause real estate ownership problems

By JAMES L. MELCHERS
Misconceptions about the strength of relationships and the
unselfishness of those involved can lead to multiple problems when
tragedy or a disaster strikes a family. All families have conflicts and
issues, but what particular ones cause ownership issues?
Many assume that the relationships will stay the same, no matter what, when there is a change in circumstances. Experience tells
us this is not true. The following examples prove my point.
A young woman, Doris, who was experiencing marital and
financial difficulties, transferred the title to her home to her mother
before the big storm hit Louisiana. She had purchased the home
before her marriage, and it was therefore her separate property.
Doris remained in the house and continued to pay all the expenses of the home, including the mortgage note, the insurances and all
utilities and maintenance. The only difference was in the conveyance records of the parish, which now showed her mother as the
owner of the property. It was understood between mother and
daughter that once the money and husband problems were cleared
up, the ownership of the property would be returned to the daughter.
Before the property return occurred, Hurricane Katrina hit the
area. The daughter and her children relocated permanently to another state. The mother generously offered to make the mortgage payments until the daughter “got on her feet” in a new city.

Unbeknownst to the daughter, her mother had allowed a
cousin to move into the house and has started collecting
rent. The daughter needed to sell the house so she could
purchase a home in their new location, but the mother
refused to cooperate. After all, she’s making money on the
rent which is double the house note! Remember the
daughter paid the mortgage note and all expenses for
years, and the mother has paid these same items for about
one year.
The daughter is really in a bind and needs to get her
equity out of the house, but for whatever reasons the relationship between the mother and daughter has soured, and
the mother is claiming ownership of the house. The selfishness of this mother is something the daughter had not
anticipated.
What could the daughter have done up front before
the initial transfer to protect herself from her mother and
save money in legal fees now? They could have signed a
counter letter.
A counter letter is an agreement between the parties
that what appears in another instrument to be true is actually untrue; for example, what appears to be a transfer of
the ownership of a tract of land is really only intended to
be security for a loan; or what appears to be a sale to a
named vendor is actually owned by another person for
whom the “vendee “was acting as agent.
While a counter letter can’t affect persons who
become creditors or bonafide vendees prior to recordation of the counter letter, it is valid as to all other persons,
such as the parties themselves, their heirs, successors and
assigns. Whether recorded or not, it is binding between
the parties.
If Doris had a counter letter she would now be in a
much stronger position, legally, and perhaps the mother
would have understood she could not claim ownership at
all.
The second example involves the death of the wife
and the mother of their children and a dispute between
one child and her father that lasted 10 years before it was
resolved.
Marie was a lovely woman age 50, married with three
almost adult children when she was killed in a head-on
collision. Her family was devastated as they quickly
planned her funeral and tried to figure out what to do
next. Marie had handled most of the family business but
hadn’t written a will, so the laws of forced heirship controlled the distribution of the money received as a result
of her tragic, untimely death. Her husband and children
shared equally in the cash proceeds received from the liability insurance company of the party at fault in the accident.
Even though her husband was the sole beneficiary of
her life insurance policy, he generously divided up that
m o n ey equally between himself and the children.
However, he did expect in return that the children would
sign over their forced inherited portion of the family
home to him. This would have been an easy solution to a
difficult situation and Dad could move on with his life.
After the estate had been settled according to the laws
regarding forced heirship, the oldest and youngest children had no problems signing over their portion of the
house to Dad. However, the middle child refused to do so
for many reasons, none of which included money. One of
these was the fear that Dad would remarry and bring
another woman into what she considered to be her mother’s home.
Now Dad had a title problem with the house. He did
not own 100 percent of the property. Therefore, he couldn’t do anything with the house other than maintain it

unless all the children agreed and the children could not
agree on anything Dad proposed. Bitterness set in as Dad
believed he had been more than fair with all the children.
Even though he lived in the house, he lost interest in
maintaining it. It began falling into disrepair. Hurricane
Katrina hit and the house was moderately damaged by
flood and wind.
Dad got a FEMA trailer, but did he want to go
through all the trouble to fix the house? He contemplated
selling it “as is” and moving away, as Katrina had also
cost him his job. The children, who owned half of the
house through forced heirship, said “no.” To make matters
worse, all the homeowners and flood insurance checks
had everyone’s name on it. What a difficult situation for
an older man to be in!
Seeing their Dad sink into depression, all the children
signed off on the insurance checks and encouraged Dad
to start the repair work. Dad struggled through the next
year and a half and now the house looks great. This is one
story that does have a happy ending. After seeing what
her father had to go through since Katrina, the middle
daughter agreed to give Dad her interest in the house. Dad
can now stay in the house, rent it out or sell it as he chooses.
In summary, there would have been no ownership
problems had the wife written a will. Even without a will,
had there been no conflict within the family, the children
could have renounced their interest in the house or just
given their portion to Dad after the estate was settled. H
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at Melchers
Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of practice are estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate, corporate
law, and personal injury. Melchers can be reached at
467-1092
or
visit
the
website
at
www.melcherslawfirm.com. Melchers Law Firm is now
open one Saturday morning each month.

POLITICAL REVIEW

(continued from page 5)

significant tax cuts, such as repealing or at least partially
rescinding the Stelly tax plan. Tax cuts are always a good
idea, especially in Louisiana, since our tax climate is not
competitive. For individual taxpayers, Louisiana is ranked
as the 11th highest taxed state in the nation per capita,
according to the Tax Foundation. In addition, business
taxes have historically been high in Louisiana to pay for
the massive bureaucracy in state government. Addressing
our uncompetitive tax climate will help Louisiana retain
businesses and attract new jobs to the state.
These ideas are all being discussed as the legislative
process moves forward. Most likely, some sort of compromise will be hatched, giving some of the money back
to taxpayers, some to grow state government and some to
address long term needs. A little action is better than
nothing, but it is not the type of aggressive reform that the
state needs – that will not happen until after the fall election and a new governor is elected. H
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans and his
Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,”
airs at 8:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS station WLAE-TV, Channel 32 and from noon until
2:00 p.m. weekdays on several Louisiana radio stations.
Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Honoring those who have served our country
By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District
The men and women of our military, along
with their families, have sacrificed so much to
protect our country and the freedom that it provides. Yet, many of our veterans and military
personnel are forced to forego quality medical
care.
Their health care benefits have become
unaffordable, inaccessible and insufficient. As
each new generation returns home from serving
their country with honor, it is only fitting that
we serve them with the same honor.
We all are aware of the reports of deplorable
conditions at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
that faced many wounded veterans when they
returned for medical attention. These conditions
are unacceptable and we must make sure that
future veterans are not subject to the same conditions.
That is why I recently supported the Wounded
Warrior Assistance Act which cuts through the red
tape faced by our wounded heroes and helps make
sure they get the medical help they need. The bill

creates groups of case managers, advocates and
counselors for injured troops, as well as establishes a hotline for patients to report problems with
their treatment. It also enacts stronger health care
controls in order to ensure that the recent situation
at Walter Reed is never allowed to happen again.
I have supported other legislation as well
that will help our veterans receive the medical
care and attention they deserve. For example,
I cosponsored the Keep Our Promise to
America’s Military Retirees Act which allows
military retirees who are dissatisfied with TRICARE to opt out and enroll in the Federal
Employees Health Benefit plan. This will allow
our veterans more choices when getting the prescription drugs they need.
I supported the Military Retirees Health
Care Protection Act that prohibits the
Department of Defense from increasing TRICARE fees. This, along with another bill that
would allow military retirees to pay health
insurance premiums on a pretax basis and take
a tax deduction for TRICARE supplemental
premiums, will make health care more affordable for our veterans.
I cosponsored the Keeping Faith with the
Greatest Generation Military Retirees Act that
waives Medicare Part B premiums for those who
entered into service befo re 1956 and their
dependents, keeping the promise our government made to these veterans of World War II and

Korea.
In addition to aiding our veterans in receiving the health care they deserve, I am also committed to ensuring that our vets and their families receive their retirement benefits in a timely
fashion.
The Combat-Related Special Compensation
Act, which I co-sponsored, authorizes monthly
combat-related special compensation pay to any
military retiree who is entitled to retired pay and
has a combat-related disability. Our disabled veterans should not have their benefits reduced arbitrarily.
Other legislation that I have supported to
help veterans with retirement and pay benefits
include:
The Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act, which increases the rates of veterans’ disability compensation – including compensation for surviving veterans’ spouses and
children – to make sure our veterans are able to
have a sustainable income to provide for their
families.
The Supplemental Appropriations Act fo r
Defense, which increases the maximum life insurance benefits for our troops from $250,000 to
$400,000 and also increases the payment for combat fatalities from $12,000 to $100,000.
A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code
to expand the tax exemption for members of the
military who are serving in a combat zone to

include time spent traveling to and from that
combat zone. It is unfair to try and squeeze
taxes out of our soldiers as they prepare to put
their lives on the line for us. This bill also
amends the law to remove the caps on the
amount of a military salary that qualifies for the
tax exemption.
While these bills are certainly a great start
towards honoring our veterans with the health
care and benefits they deserve, there is still
much work to be done. I believe we must ensure
that our veterans are regarded with appreciation
and respect, not just on Memorial Day or
Veterans Day, but every day.
Our veterans have served our country with
honor, and I will continue to be a vocal advocate
in Congress for our veterans, troops, and their
families who have sacrificed so much for our
nation and ensure that our country honors their
efforts. H
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
C o n g ressional District cov e rs Je ffe rs o n ,
Orleans, St. Charles, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa
and Washington Parishes. Congressman Jindal
has offices locally and in Washington, D.C. and
can be reached via his Southshore office at 3525
North Causeway Boulev a rd, Suite 1020,
Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to Congressman
Jindal directly at www.Jindal.house.gov.

ORTHOPEDIC CENTER FOR SPORTS MEDICINE
Luis M. Espinoza, M.D., Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center of excellence dedicated to providing the highest quality care for patients with injury or disease of the
musculoskeletal system. Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. and Luis
M. Espinoza, M.D. are fellowship trained and board certified orthopedic surgeons.
Their practice encompasses sports medicine, arthroscopy, joint replacement surgery, fracture care, and occupational injuries with focused expertise in surgery of
the shoulder and knee. The Orthopedic Center utilizes in house physical therapists

to facilitate recovery following injury or surgery. We are pleased to announce the
addition of an extremity MRI at our Metairie office for added patient convenience.
Drs. Espinoza, Murphy, and Lyons are pleased to announce their association as
orthopedic consultants to the New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs.
671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 100, Kenner 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663
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New treatment option for shoulder arthritis: The reverse joint replacement

By LUIS M. ESPINOZA, M.D.
Patients experiencing pain and dysfunction from advanced shoulder arthritis associated with massive rotator cuff tears have few
treatment options. Significant research has
sought to improve the results of shoulder

replacement surgery in patients who lack
adequate rotator cuff function and a new
approach has led to the development of the
reverse shoulder replacement.
A certain number of patients with rotator
cuff tears will experience significant weakness and pain in the shoulder that progresses
to advanced osteoarthritic disease. The arthritis renders the shoulder extremely stiff and
leads to loss of independence. This condition
has been recognized in orthopaedic literature
for over one hundred years and was termed
rotator cuff arthropathy by Dr. Neer in 1983.

Initial non-operative management aims
to decrease pain and attempt to improve function in the shoulder through a combination of
activity modification, oral anti-inflammatory
medication, physical therapy and cortisone
injections. If this conservative management
is unsuccessful then surgical shoulder
replacement may be considered.
Patients suffering from rotator cuff
arthropathy pose unique challenges to the
orthopaedic surgeon attempting to perform a
shoulder reconstruction. The ball-and-socket
mechanics of the shoulder joint depend on
the muscles and tendons of an intact rotator
cuff to maintain stability. The intact rotator
cuff functions as a tendon hood that attaches
to the humerus and compresses the ball into
the socket joint throughout shoulder motion.
Forces need to be balanced to prevent the ball
from dislocating or from moving abnormally
on the socket. Once the rotator cuff has
become detached, the mechanics of the
shoulder are altered, it becomes unstable, and
arthritis sets in from excessive stress.
Traditional designs of total shoulder
replacement components have had early failures because of the instability that results
from having a deficient rotator cuff. The
components loosen, break or dislocate from
the increased demands of not having an intact
rotator cuff to balance the motion. In an effort
to improve function and pain, the reverse
shoulder arthroplasty (replacement) was conceived in the late 1980s. Here, the humerus
(ball) is converted to a socket and the glenoid

socket is converted into the ball. This provides a stable fulcrum for socket-and-ball
articulation. Early designs of the reversed
shoulder implants were plagued with difficulties related to glenoid socket failure.
Improvements in design, material, and components led to the introduction of a newer
prosthesis in Europe that produced a renewed
interest in this concept due to good outcomes
over the past ten years. Improvements have
been achieved in both pain and function compared with traditional methods for the treatment of shoulders with a deficiency of the
rotator cuff.
Following strict FDA guidelines, these
implants have recently met approval and have
been introduced in the United States with
good success. Proper patient selection and a
thorough understanding of the expectations
and limitations of this procedure are essential
to ensure excellent outcomes and a high level
of patient satisfaction. H
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine. Dr.
Espinoza serves as a consultant for the New
York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs
baseball team. The Orthopedic Center is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located
in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information
call
467-5900
or
visit
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

Medicare offers free new screening for seniors
ITALIA N, SEAFOOD,
& STEAK S

Eggplant Napoleon

Fried eggplant layered with
mozzarella cheese along with a
rich creamy sauce including
fresh spinach, crawfish tails,
andouille sausage and tasso.

Mobster Lobster

One-pound fried, steamed or
charbroiled lobster stuffed with
crabmeat dressing topped off with
a crawfish cream sauce served
with potatoes and corn.

Large Group Events. . .
MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SATURDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

By PAOLO ZAMBITO
If you are
65 years old or
b e t t e r, Uncle
Sam is offering
you a free medical screening.
As part of the
Screening
Abdominal
A o r t i c
Aneurysms
Very Efficiently Act (SAAAVE), Medicare is
now offering all qualified seniors a free, onetime screening for abdominal aortic aneurysms.
Qualified seniors include:
Men who have smoked at least 100 cigarettes during their life.
Men and women with a family history of
abdominal aortic aneurysms.
“Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) is
one of the country’s most overlooked deadly
medical conditions, being the tenth leading
cause of death in men older than 55,” explains
Dr. Kelvin Contreary, vascular surgeon, who
practices at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.
An abdominal aortic aneurysm occurs
when the large blood vessels in your abdomen
become abnormally large or balloon outward.
“Most AAAs can now be treated with minimally invasive endovascular procedures with

a one day hospital stay; however, if the AAA
ruptures, the risk of death is 80 to 90 percent,”
explains Dr. Contreary.
Since the large majority of AAAs cause
no symptoms prior to rupture, this new
screening to identify and treat AAA is a
tremendous step forward for patients and
could save thousands of lives. Dr. Contreary
goes on to explain that, “the screening procedure is a simple ultrasound, it’s non-invasive,
painless and the most effective way to detect
abdominal aortic aneurysms before they rupture and cause sudden death.”
The AAA screening is performed after
the required Medicare physical exam that all
seniors must complete. If you are at risk,
physicians recommend you get the ex a m
sooner rather than later. The key to protecting
yourself from this silent killer is to have this
simple test.
To schedule an AAA screening, see your
primary care physician and mention the new
Medicare AAA benefit. H
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for two years.
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for
over 15 years. For more information, contact
OMC-Kenner at the corner of West Esplanade
and Loyola Avenue in Kenner, call 468-8600
or visit www.ochsner.org.
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Preparation is the key
By JOHN HELLMERS
Kenner Fire Chief
Summer is here. I can tell by the smell
of the food being barbecued in my neighborhood. Please remember to stay safe
when using your grill. Be sure to designate
the grill area a “No Play Zone,” thereby
keeping kids and pets away until the grill
equipment is completely cooled. It is also
important to remember to position your
grill at least three feet away from other
objects, especially any buildings. Do not
use the grill in a garage, breezeway, carport, porch or under any surface that can
catch fire. Each year, several people are
burned because they do not adequately
check the connection between the propane
tank and the fuel line to make sure it is

working properly and not leaking. And
also, never use a match to check for leaks.
It is especially important to remember
to only use starter fluid made exclusively
for barbeque grills when starting a charcoal
fire. If you’re using a charcoal-fed fire,
don’t add charcoal starter fluid once the pit
has been lit. Finally, never bring a barbecue
grill indoors or into any unventilated space.
This is both a fire hazard and a carbon
monoxide poisoning hazard.
June 1 is the start of hurricane season
and we’ve already had one named storm.
Are you and your family prepared? Have
you decided where to go in the event an
evacuation is called for? If you are planning
to stay, have you stocked up on batteries?
Do you have a battery-powered lantern?
Remember, using candles is not recommended and can be very dangerous. The
Consumer Products Safety Commission
reports that house fires and deaths caused
by candles increase yearly. In fact, in recent
years the CPSC reports that deaths caused
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Over 5,000 visitors coming to Kenner
By SHARON SOLOMON
This is my
favorite time
of year. Ove r
5,000 people
from all over
the country
will
come
t ogether
in
Kenner
to
attend a weeklong American
Athletic Union girl’s basketball tourn ament. This summer the city is hosting the
AAU 11 and under national championship
tournament from June 29 until July 7. The
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau
office has been inundated with phone calls
from teams all over the country. Our job is
to make hotel reservations for the 5,000
plus people coming to spend at least seven
days in our city for this event. Our new
computerized housing system is working
well and so far we have sold out many of
our hotels.
It has been three long years since the
city has held a national championship like
this, and we have sorely missed them and
their economic boost to our slow summer
economy. In the past the AAU organization
has been very good economically for our
city and this tournament will not be an
exception. The KCVB works hard during
the year campaigning to win these events
and hope to land many more in the future.
Some visitors will be coming for the
first time and some have participated in

AAU tournaments here before. But all will
be spending over a week in our city, living
in our motels and hotels, eating in our
restaurants, shopping in our retail stores,
visiting Rivertown and Laketown – spending their dollars not only with our businesses but also contributing to our city’s sales
tax coffers with each purchase they make.
They will be everywhere! Cars and vans
from all over the country with painted windows celebrating their teams...it is a site to
behold. Please make our visitors feel welcome.
Why don’t you come and watch some
of these competitive games, as potential
future college and WNBA players will be
here participating? These girls are the best
of the best and are coming from all over the
United States.
Tickets go on sale at the Pontchartrain
Center on June 29. Games will be held
every day from July 30 until the championship final on July 7. Ticket prices are $10
a day for adults or $38 for a nine-day pass.
Tickets for children ages 12 and under are
$8 per day or $30 for a nine-day pass.
For further information contact us at
464-9494.
Welcome and good luck to the girl athletes. H
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
B u reau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be reached at
464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com
or at www.kennercvb.com.

by burning candles increased by 750 percent!
As much as we all dread hurricane season, now is the time to stock up on extra
bottled water, prepare our evacuation plans
and let our friends and relatives know
where we will be going. While you’re out in
the backyard barbecuing those tasty meals,
use the time to look around your yard and
review all of the items you’ll have to bring
inside or secure in advance of a tropical

storm or hurricane.
There is more safety information than
ever available to us now, and, unfortunately,
since Katrina, we have all learned some
sad, yet valuable lessons. Make your plans
now and if you do have to evacuate, try to
leave as early as possible. H
Fire Chief Hellmers can be reached at
468-4000 or by email at jhellmers@kenner.la.us.

6.00

% SENIORS Certificate of Deposit
6-Month FDIC Insured

55 PLUS!
Ron Hampton

Annual Percentage Yield

Your Local CD Authority

Retirement Planning Associates
Metairie, LA

A CD Referral and Insurance Provider
$25,000 Minimum
Subject to Availability
Penalty for Early Withdrawal

504-466-7392
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Moratorium sought on multi-family units
The Kenner City Administration is
seeking a moratorium on the development
of new multi-family residential units in
Kenner until after the completion of a proposed new land use plan by a local univer-

sity. The land use plan is expected to be finished in a year.
The city of Kenner has contracted with
the University of New Orleans to finalize
the “Pattern for Progress” land use study.

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique
New
Spring and Summer
Fashions
Hours: Tues & Sat. 10-6 • Wed. - Fri. 10-7
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

This study was started in 2000 and shelved
for several years during the time of
Jefferson Parish and Kenner special elections. Mayor Ed Muniz said further delays
were caused by Hurricane Katrina and its
aftermath; and the needs of post-Katrina
Kenner have emerged with a perspective
altered from that which existed before the
storm.
“Since multi-family residential is gene r a l ly the most volatile and the most
humanly-dense of residential land uses, it
makes sense to temporarily halt that kind of
construction until we can get a comprehensive land use plan to guide the future development of land in the city,” he added.
A proposed ordinance calling for the
moratorium was introduced in summary at
the May 16 meeting of the Kenner City
Council. It is expected to come up for a
vote at the June 7 meeting.
Muniz said the final product of the
UNO study is expected to result in an offic i a l ly-adopted “Kenner Comprehensive
Land Use Plan.” The plan will consist of a
text and map to designate the future use or
reuse of land within the city’s jurisdiction.
The text will include a visionary statement, goals and objectives. The map will
show the planned future development of
land uses within in the city.

Kenner Planning Director Jay Hebert
said a land use plan is a long-range guide
for the desirable use of land in the city as
officially adopted and as amended from
time to time by the city council.
He said the purpose of such a plan is to
serve as a guide in the zoning and progressive changes in the zoning of land; to meet
the changing needs (of the community); in
the subdividing and use of undeveloped
land, and the acquisition of rights-of-way or
sites for public purposes such as streets,
parks, schools and public buildings (infrastructure).
The land use plan will also serve as a
guide to the structuring of zoning, subdivision controls, urban renewal, and capital
improvement programs; to guide official
decisions regarding the distribution and
intensity of development, and the location
of public facilities and open space, Hebert
said.
The UNO time frame is to have a final
draft in the mayor’s office within a twelvemonth period. Once the mayor accepts it,
the proposed plan will be forwarded to the
city council members for their review. The
plan will then be advertised for public hearing before the Kenner Planning
Commission and, ultimately, presented for
adoption by the Kenner City Council. H

Kenner officials hope to see FEMA’s $500,000 to
clean underground drainage lines by early July
By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner

$

25 OFF
some restrictions apply
expires 06/30/07

443-6666

Mayor Ed Muniz and Public Works
Director Pratt Reddy are hoping that
$500,000 promised by FEMA to begin the
cleanup of Kenner’s underground drainage
lines clogged during Hurricane Katrina will
finally arrive here by early July.
“FEMA has told us 45 days from midMay so we’re hopeful that we’re finally
underway, although the $500,000 is only a
fraction of what we need,” said Reddy.
When the money arrives, it will be an
important step in a long, unpleasant battle
that began when Kenner officials asked for
$19 million to clean out underground lines
after Katrina. Although FEMA had
approved an even larger grant for Jefferson
Parish, the federal agency initially turned
Kenner down because it felt Kenner had not
properly documented that the lines were
c l ogged as a result of Katrina. Reddy
strongly disagrees.
After some determined lobbying by
local, state and Congressional officials
from Louisiana, FEMA wavered and the
initial grant of $500,000 is the first step in
what is expected to be a long, continuing
wrangle over money.
The city of Kenner has hired
Compliance Envirosystems to do the work
on 28.7 miles of underground lines, beginning with heavily-damaged lines in Lincoln

Manor subdivision.
Reddy says the agreement with FEMA
is that federal funds will be available to
clean out only the most-clogged lines while
the less-clogged lines will have to be
cleaned by city employees without benefit
of federal funds. The Kenner City Council
has agreed to use city funds to purchase
two vacuum trucks for $233,700 each. City
employees will use the trucks and two older
models already owned by the city to regularly clean all city drainage and sewage
lines. Reddy says Public Works will ask the
City Council to authorize a fifth cityowned truck later in 2007. H

FROM THE EDITOR
(continued from page 5)

Louisiana who called Kenner his home.
While my fellow pundits caution me that
it’s too soon to call the 2007 gubernatorial
election a Jindal coronation, it sure looks to
me as though Citizen Jindal of Kenner is
just about a sure thing. Knowing U.S. Rep.
Bobby Jindal, I realize he will do everything he can to dampen expectations of an
easy victory for him. Still, it would be hard
to imagine a scenario more favorable to
Congressman Jindal than the decisions of
Governor Kathleen Blanco and former U.S.
Senator John Breaux not to run in 2007.
Look out for Governor Jindal. H
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Super Bowl void
By KEN TRAHAN
New Orleans has always been known
as a destination location for big events.
With the French Quarter, good hotel space
and many fine dining establishments, we
have had a very attractive site for decades.
Casinos, shopping, the cruise business,
the Aquarium and Audubon Zoo add to
the mix. Final Fours were conducted in
the Superdome in 1982, 1987, 1993 and
2003. The women’s Final Four came calling in 1991 (Lakefront Arena) and 2004
(New Orleans Arena). As for Super
Bowls, New Orleans had been the most
popular locale for the most storied sporting event in the United States. From 1970
to 2002, Tulane Stadium and the
Superdome hosted nine NFL championship games. Not anymore!
The earliest New Orleans could land
another Super Bowl is 2012. The reasons
are clear. First, the uncertainty of the
future of the Saints franchise in New
Orleans has been a big stumbling block.
S q u a b bling over Superdome improvements, threats to relocate, Hurricane
Katrina, a loss of hotel rooms due to
Katrina and a lease that expires in 2010
for the Saints here are primary concerns.
New Orleans has not even submitted a bid
in recent years.
Perhaps the biggest reason is a facility.
While the Louisiana Superdome remains
a viable NFL facility, it has faded in the
eyes of NFL executives and is loathed by
Saints owner Tom Benson. As I have stated for several years now on my radio
shows on WGSO, 990 AM, the endgame
for Mr. Benson is a new stadium. Perhaps
the only way the NFL and Mr. Benson
will look at New Orleans as a real possibility to host the game again is if a new
stadium is built. The very future of the
Saints franchise here hinges largely on
getting a new stadium.
All one has to do is look at the most
recent history of Super Bowls. Cities such
as Houston and Detroit have hosted the
game. Phoenix gets the big game in 2008,
while Dallas will host it in 2011. What do
these four cities have in common? All have
built or, in the case of Dallas, are building
new stadiums. Do you detect a trend here?
Understandably, competition for Super
Bowls has increased dramatically. With
the advent of new stadiums being built,
including those with retractable roofs in
colder weather cities (Indianapolis,
Detroit), every one wants a piece of the pie
and they are willing to pay for it.
A recent study conducted by the Sport

Management Research Institute of West
Palm Beach, Florida determined that
112,403 people visited South Florida for
Super Bowl 41 recently held in suburban
Miami. The study revealed that $668.60
was spent daily by the average visitor with
the average visitor annual household
income set at $222,318. 61.2 percent of
business owners polled indicated that
their weekly profits “increased” to some
degree during the week of the Super
Bowl. 25.4 percent stated that profits
“increased considerably” during that
week. The total economic impact was listed as $463 million, 339 thousand, 398
dollars for the game in which the
Indianapolis Colts defeated the Chicago
Bears 29-17 in the rain.
Then, there is the matter of exposure.
The estimated value of the print media
exposure for south Florida during Super
Bowl week was $18 million, 400 thousand,
807 dollars. The exposure received by
south Florida during the Super Bowl game
broadcast would have a value of approximately $48 million, 533 thousand, 334
dollars. That does not even factor in networks such as ESPN, CBS, NBC, ABC,
and local stations providing coverage on
their outlets leading up to the game.
It is a desired entity. Benson says he
would like to see New Orleans back under
consideration for hosting the game by
2012. That is the earliest available game.
That would be a 10-year gap from the last
game New Orleans hosted in 2002. The
largest gap among the previous nine Super
Bowls hosted by New Orleans was seven
years, between Super Bowl 24 in 1990
and Super Bowl 31 in 1997. From 1970 to
1981, New Orleans hosted five Super
Bowls in 11 seasons in an unprecedented
run of big games. When Miami hosts
Super Bowl 44 in 2010, it will mark the
tenth time that the south Florida market
will have hosted the game, breaking a tie
with New Orleans.
New Orleans remains a desirable location for Super Bowls. Nav i gating the
entire metropolitan area is much easier
than most and covers the fewest miles of
any Super Bowl site. Hotel rooms close to
the Superdome are still in good numbers
though restoring the Hyatt Regency is
important. The culture and party atmosphere are appealing to visitors. But while
the Superdome remains viable, the future
of any Super Bowl here remains tied to
the Saints future here which remains tied
to a new stadium here. That is the
endgame. Let us hope that it is not the end
of the game for the Saints here after 2010.
Let us hope that it is not the end of the
Super Bowl here in New Orleans. Landing
a Super Bowl for New Orleans would perhaps signal the country and the world that
New Orleans is complete in its recovery
from the events of August of 2005. H

Ken Trahan serves as sports director
at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is
the general manager and chairman of the
board of the Saints Hall of Fame in

SEAFOOD SAMPLER

Oysters, Catfish, Shrimp,
Soft Shell Crab, Stuffed Crab

Kenner’s Rivertown and serves as an
information specialist for the Jefferson
Parish Recreation Department.

SHRIMP PO-BOY

WILLIAMS SEAFOOD & PO-BOY
4041 Williams Boulevard, Suite A8
467-0010
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The “stealth” veterans benefit revisited

By RONALD HAMPTON
Since our original column in the Kenner
Star about the “stealth” veteran’s benefit we
have had many requests for more information
about this virtually unknown entitlement.
Some may have seen a recent “NBC

News with Brian Williams” interview with
the daughter of a WWII veteran now receiving this benefit. The daughter/caregiver was
desperate for financial help for her father and
was able to obtain it from the Veteran Affairs
Department. Her father is now living in an
assisted living facility funded with the additional money provided by what is known as
the VA “Improved Pension.”
The pension is offered to veterans who
served during wa rtime in WWII, Ko r e a ,
Vietnam and Desert Storm operations. They
must be at least 65 years old or disabled. It is

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)
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also available to the veteran’s widow in a
reduced amount. The veteran or widow must
be considered disabled but the disability need
not be service connected. He or she must be
unable to perform certain activities of daily
living but need not be helpless. If both veteran and spouse are disabled, both may qualify
for financial help. Up to $20,924 per year is
the current maximum available for a qualified
veteran and spouse. This amount changes on a
regular basis to track inflation.
The list of services this benefit can cover
includes home care and aid and attendance in
an assisted living facility. Home care can be
provided by anyone who is qualified including family members or a professional service.
A actual example is one of a caregiver family
who benefited for their mother who is the
widow of a WWII veteran, as she qualified
for the benefit and now receives $12,000 per

year for her care.
Bear in mind that the VA pension is not
related in any way to Medicaid and does not
pay for a nursing home stay. Also there are
specific restrictions regarding assets and
income and these should be known before
making application for this benefit. It is
essential that pre-planning be done and that it
should also include planning for the eventuality of a nursing home stay. H
Ronald Hampton is the principal of
R e t i rement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie.
Hampton is a Certified Retirement Financial
Advisor™ and author of “Retirement Land
Mines and How to Avoid Them”©. He can be
reached at 1-800-569-2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net. Hampton’s firm is a participant
in the Better Business Bureau CARE program.
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June money
By GLENN DOTTOLO
June is a
wonderful
month – vacations
start,
school is out
and weddings
are in. It is
always ex c i ting to see a
young, or even
a not so young
couple begin a new life tog e t h e r.
Unfortunately, as bankers, we often see the
downside of marriage. It seems that dealing
with money is one of the hardest things for
couples to handle with grace and harmony.
Often times the dispute begins with the
wedding. If you haven’t seen “Father of the
Bride”, please rent it, particularly if someone
you know is about to get married. In the movie
the wedding planners expand the wedding to
the point of an overblown expensive extravaganza.
Too often we see young couples making
this same mistake. What was intended to be a
religious ceremony of commitment becomes
an opulent party with an inflated price tag.
We have been asked and have reluctantly
agreed to finance expensive weddings. The
bride’s big day then becomes the couple’s
three-year repayment pain.
Our wedding advice is to keep it simple
and don’t begin your married life in a financial hole. The wedding is one day. The marriage is for a lifetime.
Another big financial problem for newlyweds is caused by a simple lack of communication. What are your priorities as a couple?
What is important and how much will you
save each month? Most premarital counselors recommend that the couple really

spend some time figuring out what is important and discussing who will pay the bills and
what the priorities will be.
Lack of honesty is dangerous in any relationship. In a marriage it can be fatal. Before
the marriage each partner should talk about
their financial situation in detail. How much
debt do you have? What is your real financial
position? A mountain of unexpected credit
card debt and a low credit rating are not the
sort of surprises that your spouse wants to
discover, particularly after the honeymoon.
The pattern of full disclosure needs to
continue after the wedding. No one wants to
feel like they are scrimping and saving while
their spouse is hiding expenses. These sorts of
hidden expenditures can really strain a marriage.
Finances can also be a great source of
strength in a marriage. If you are saving for a
common goal such as a car, house or college
savings, the steps along the way can be wonderful milestones in joint accomplishment.
Finishing a project like getting out of debt
can really strengthen a marriage.
So, the financial recommendations for
newlyweds are:
Have a fun, memorable, but affordable
wedding.
Honestly discuss your financial situation.
Don’t hide major expenses from your
spouse.
Work toward common financial goals.
If you do these things, your financial
planning can be a source of wedded bliss. H
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-five years
of full service banking to his customers.
Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.
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Mayor names Keith Conley Kenner City Attorney Cannella will resign as Kenner City Attorney
Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz recently
announced his appointment of Keith Conley,
clerk of court
for the Kenner
Mayor’s Court,
as the new city
attorn ey. The
Kenner City
Council must
ratify Muniz’s
decision.
Conley has
served as clerk
of the mayor’s
Keith Conley
court
since
June, 2005. He received his Juris Doctor
degree from Loyola Law School and went
into private practice until his appointment as
court clerk.
Conley will succeed Judge James
Cannella, who is resigning effective June 12.
Upon accepting the new post, Conley said, “I
am excited to have the opportunity to serve
the city in this capacity. I am fortunate that
the administration has the trust and confidence in my ability to keep this office moving forward.
Judge Cannella certainly achieved a lot
of the administration’s goals during his
tenure, and I am looking forward to picking
up where he left off and continuing to build
on that foundation.”
Conley began his career in public service
with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office,
where he began working in the patrol division as well as the Narcotics Division. He
retired as a sergeant (group supervisor) within the vice squad after 21 years.
As director of the Kenner Clerk of Court
office and Mayor’s Court, Conley has assisted in the implementation of several projects,
but is most passionate about the Domestic
Violence Court for the city of Kenner.
While working for the Jefferson Parish
S h e r i ff’s Office, Conley pursued and
achieved a bachelor of science degree in
criminal justice from Loyola University. He
continued his education and eve n t u a l ly
received his Juris Doctor degree from Loyola
School of Law.

Conley attended undergraduate and law
schools while working with the sheriff’s
office. After graduating from law school, he
became a law clerk for Judge Charles
Cusimano, 24th Judicial Court, and then
went into private practice.
He was appointed an assistant city attorney for Kenner in 2004 and served in that
capacity in mayor’s court. He became a full
time attorney for the city in June 2005, and,
during that time, he served stints as acting
city attorney.
Conley is a graduate of De La Salle High
School. He is also an Eagle Scout. He is a
member of the Louisiana Bar Association,
Fraternal Order of Police, Law Enforcement
Deputy’s Association, New Orleans
Metropolitan
Realtor’s
Association,
Grandlake Civic Association and Woodlake
Playground Booster Club.
He and his wife, Barbie, have resided in
Kenner the past 16 years and they have four
children that are very active in Kenner recreation teams.
When Conley moves to the city attorney’s office, his position will be filled by
Meg DiMaggio Casler, 30, who is the department’s assistant director. A native of Kenner,
Casler joined the department last July after
s everal ye a r s
working in the
private sector
in public relations and marketing.
She has a
b a c h e l o r ’s
degree in business, management and marketing from
Meg DiMaggio Casler
the University
of New Orleans. Casler was graduated from
Dominican High School and is a board member of the Metairie Academy for Advanced
Studies. She has two daughters.
Casler will serve as acting director of the
clerk of court office until a permanent director is selected. H

milling away two inches of the existing
asphalt overlay and installing a new threeinch asphalt overlay. Curbside gutters are
not a part of the work, but all road shoulders
will be dressed back with limestone. The
estimated completion date is July 19, 2007.
He said the work schedule for the project will be five days a week for 10 to 12
hours a day. DOTD will notify all utility
companies, fire department and police
agencies about the project work schedule.
Reddy cautioned motorists and residents in the area to be watchful of the
reduced traffic flow and to proceed safely
through the area during construction.
For further information, contact the
Public Works Department at 468-7515. H

heavy heart that I tender my resignation. I
have been invigorated by the challenge…
and now that I have completed my task, I am
prepared to accept another challenge.”
Cannella served as a 24th Judicial
District Court Judge in Jefferson Parish for
10 years and a Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal
Judge for 15 years before joining Muniz as
city attorney of Kenner.
“The judge is a good, honorable man,”
Muniz said. “He ushered in his own brand
of honest leadership and helped me achieve
ambitious goals in the office of city attorney. He is a good friend and counsel, and I
personally wish him success and happiness
in all of his ventures.” H
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Every Monday and Thursday Night • Doors Open 6 pm
Progressive BLACKOUT $10,000.00
49 Balls as of May 23, 2007

Receive a FREE Pack! after minimum purchase with this ad.
Food Available

Early Bird Game 7:45 pm

•

3310 Florida Avenue

Regular Game 7:50 pm

•

(504) 469-6736

OPEN 24 HOURS • GRILL 24 HOURS
WEDNESDAY

BIKE NIGHT
DRINK SPECIALS

Third Street overlay to start
A project to resurface Third Street in
Kenner, from Minor Street to the St. Charles
Parish line which is a distance of 2.05 miles,
started on May 21, and will end in mid-July.
While the work is underway, at least one
lane of traffic will be maintained by flagmen at each end of the work section.
Prat P. Reddy, Kenner deputy chief
administrative officer for Kenner Public
Works, said the resurfacing is being done
under a state Department of Transportation
and Development (DOTD) program at a
cost of $1,177,286 – with 80 percent coming from the federal government and 20 percent from the state. Contractor for the work
is Barriere Construction Co. Inc.
Reddy said the project will include

Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz recently
announced that Kenner City Attorney James
L. Cannella
will
resign
from his top
l egal
post
effective June
29, 2007.
Cannella
in a written
letter to Muniz
noted, “In the
short span of
one year, I am
James L. Cannella
proud to have
accomplished our mutual goal to reshape
the office of city attorney and recall many
outsourced legal contracts in house. We
have collectively improved the services of
the city attorney’s office, restored confidence through honest service, and in doing
so, saved the taxpayers of Kenner almost
$200,000 annually. It is, however, with a

THURSDAY

LADIES DRINK FREE • DOMESTIC & WELL DRINKS • 8 PM - MIDNIGHT

MONDAY

LUNCH SPECIALS 11-3 $5 BURGERS
AND CHIX SANDWICHES & CHIPS
TUESDAY

LUNCH SPECIALS 11-3 $5 BURGERS
AND CHIX SANDWICHES & CHIPS
WEDNESDAY

LUNCH SPECIALS 11-3 $5 CRAWFISH
SANDWICH & CHIPS
THURSDAY

LUNCH SPECIALS 11-3 $5 RIBEYE
SANDWICH & CHIPS
SUNDAY

ALL DAY $3 LAKETOWN BLOODY
MARY WITH $5 BURGERS

To Go Orders

461-0433
Call for Faxed Menu

LADIES NIGHT

HAPPY HOUR
4 pm - 8 pm & 4 am - 8 am

20 JUNE 2007 KENNER STHR

H Home

H

Bathroom remodeling projects
By DAN DORMADY
One of the most common home
improvement projects I observe in the
homes I inspect is bathroom remodeling or
updating. Sometimes the work was per-

formed by the homeowners and sometimes
a professional contractor was used.
Before you consider details such as
materials and bathroom remodeling cost,
you need to formulate a bathroom remodeling idea on which to center your plans. Do
this by observing other bathroom designs;
at friends’ houses, in magazines, at your
local home improvement store, or on the
Internet. Make a list of those features you
most like and those you do not.
Ask yourself questions such as: Will the

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

Father’s Day
SPECIAL!

H Health

24 pk 12 oz can Suitcase
BUD • BUD LIGHT
MILLER LIGHT
COORS LIGHT

H

20 pk Longneck Bottles

TOP OFF YOUR

H
Don’t Forget Dad!
For Father’s Day
Give an
Ice House
“GIFT CARD”

When selecting a contractor, network
with friends and other persons who have
recently had a bathroom remodeled to get
references for local contractors. The
Internet is another useful source. Don’t be
shy. Go inspect the quality of the work of
the contractor before you hire him or her.
Before making any decisions, thoroughly research all aspects of your project
such as: permits, contractors, structural
changes, materials needed, time frame, and
all costs involved.
Rule-of-thumb: set aside 20 to 25 percent of the total bathroom remodeling projected budget as a contingency to cover
emergencies or unseen costs. Remember,
what can go wrong will go wrong during
remodeling projects.
Before starting the demolition work,
make sure everyone understands the project
schedule and any temporary arrangements
that will be in effect during the project.
Sometimes a bathroom use schedule will
be helpful, especially if a large family will
have to get by on one bathroom during the
remodeling.
Lastly, enjoy the fun and excitement of
creating your own bathroom remodeling idea,
from start to finish. And enjoy the years of
satisfaction offered by the finished project! H
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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If your sunblock isn’t 30 or more, Ochsner
dermatologist thinks you’re risking skin cancer

1649
1449

bathroom be designed for enhanced relaxation, or for practical functionality? Will
efficient storage need to be incorporated
into the design? Do I want to create mood
with the lighting? Will I be enlarging the
bathroom or formulating an idea for
remodeling a small bathroom? How will
the bathroom primarily be used?
If increased relaxation is the focus of
design, you may want to include specialized
areas within the room design. You may want
to have subdued lighting in the tub area, but
increased lighting by the vanity and mirror
for shaving and applying make-up.
You may want to include a dressing
area with seating. If more than one person
will be using the bathroom at the same
time, you may want to include separate
sinks and multiple mirrors.
If space and functionality are important
factors, then design must emphasize wellplanned storage. Utilize cabinets, shelves,
and stylish containers for keeping necessities in the room to avoid clutter.
The bathroom remodeling cost will be
an important factor in formulating your
bathroom remodeling idea. Therefore, a
budget should be developed for the project.
Carefully estimate the cost requirements
not only for the project, but for unexpected
“emergency” costs, as well.
Before selecting a contractor, prudent
homeowners will have a list of questions
ready to ask the contractor. For instance,
“What work, if any, can I do to help cut
costs,” and “Will I save money if I purchase
needed materials myself?”
While it is true that more technical
aspects of the project such as electrical
wiring, plumbing, and tub/shower kit
installations are best left to professionals,
some demolition and prep work can be handled by the homeowner.

PROPANE TANK
Sold by Gallon
H
Fresh Hot Boudin

SOLD DAILY
Hogs Head Cheese

By ALLAN KATZ
Many folks who live in south Louisiana
are far more sophisticated about the damage that the sun’s rays can do to their skin
than they used to be, says Ochsner-Kenner
dermatologist Dr. Robert DeBellevue. But
there are still far too many cases of skin
cancer reported in Kenner and metro New
Orleans, he adds.
“Each summer, we see cases of skin
cancer in 14 to 18-year-olds who think
t h ey ’re
indestructible,”
says
Dr.
DeBellevue. “But it isn’t just teenagers.
Although fewer people than in the past
equate a suntan with good health, there are
still thousands who are very hard to convince – until it happens to them or someone

they care about.”
Dr. DeBellevue’s favorite brand of sun
block is Blue Lizard and he recommends a
sun block with a score of 30 or more. “Blue
Lizard Number One is highly recommended,” he says. “If you don’t want skin cancer,
Blue Lizard Number One is an excellent
idea, along with a hat or a cap.”
The Ochsner derm a t o l ogist tells his
patients that he wants them to wear a hat or
a cap along with sun block on their body
and extremities even if they’re only going
to be out in the sun for five or 10 minutes.
“People think that I’m being extreme but
the fact is that the sun can do a lot of damage in five or 10 minutes, especially if a
person is frequently stepping into a hot
continued on next page
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Hydration –
Beating the summer’s heat
By CRAIG GOODWIN
By the time you begin to read this article, the “dog
days of summer” will be upon us. Outdoor activity during this time of the year needs to be planned so that you
stay out of the hottest part of the day which can lead to
dehydration illness.
If you are planning to be outdoors, exercising, performing lawn activities, i.e; cutting the grass or gardening, or working, you need to stay hydrated. When performing activities between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.,
you need to be aware of your fluid loss and replacement.
The vast majority of healthy people during their normal
activities throughout the day adequately meet their daily
hydration needs by letting thirst be their guide.
However, for individuals with higher than average fluid
intake requirements, thirst is not a true guide of fluid
loss and replacement needs. Daily fluid intake fluctuates
for those in hotter climates and those that are more
physically active.
The Food and Nutrition Board of the Institute of
Medicine (IOM) reports that healthy adults consume
enough water from drinking fluids (about 80 percent)
and eating food (about 20 percent) to maintain health
and proper phy s i o l ogical function. The American
College of Sports Medicine (ACSM) and the National
Athletic Trainers Association (NATA) recommend
active adults drink before, during and after exercise or
other outdoor activities. Although Americans consume
eight to 12 grams of salt daily on average with the IOM
recommending no more than 3.8 grams of salt each day,
the ACSM and NATA recommend athletes, instead of
cutting back on salt intake in their diets, liberally salt
their food and consume sports drinks. Athletes that
compete in hot weather conditions need sodium in their
diet to help replenish the loss of large amounts of sodium in sweat to ensure proper fluid balance in the body.
During exercise, 80 percent of total heat removed
from the body is by sweat evaporation. The evaporation
of sweat is an effective way the body dissipates large
amounts of heat to help keep the core body temperature
regulated. High levels of heat and humidity severely
limit the exercising body’s ability to dissipate heat, and

SUNBLOCK

(continued from previous page)

south Louisiana sun several times a day for five or 10
minutes each time,” says Dr. DeBellevue.
Dr. DeBellevue said skin cancer, if recognized early,
is not usually life-threatening but it can be extremely
difficult to get rid of. Besides the frustration he feels
when teenagers or even pre-teens come to him with preventable skin cancer, Dr. DeBellevue says he feels really bad for those adults whose vocations put them in the
sun all day and end up with skin cancer late in their
lives.
“People who work on construction sites or on boats
often think that they’re developing an immunity to skin
cancer during the thousands of hours they’re in the sun,”
says Dr. DeBellevue. “But there is no immunity to skin
cancer. You can prevent skin cancer by using sun block

a lesser conditioned athlete is more at risk to experience
heat related illness. Dehydration resulting from the failure to adequately replace fluids during exercise can lead
to impaired heat dissipation, elevated body core temperature, and increased strain on the cardiovascular system.
Classification of heat related illness include heat
cramps, heat fatigue, heat exhaustion and heat stroke,
with the latter being a medical emergency. Athletes
should know how to acclimate their bodies to hot weather training and competition, as should those who work
or perform leisure activities in the heat.
Fluid intake recommendations are as follows: eight
8-ounce glasses of water the previous day before activity, 16 ounces of water two hours prior to activity, 20
ounces of water 10-15 minutes before activity, four to
six ounces of water during activity, and 16 ounces of
water for every pound of body weight lost during activity. Sports beverages that contain a 6 percent carbohydrate-electrolyte solution are the best fluid replacement
beverages, as they are absorbed quickly.
Research has also shown that people will drink more
of a lightly flavored sports drink that contains sodium
than they will water. You should avoid caffeinated and
alcoholic beverages while performing strenuous outdoor activity as these beverages act as diuretics and will
increase the level of dehydration. Carbonated beverages
should also be avoided as they may be irritating to the
stomach and cause you to drink less.
Heat related illness can be serious if the proper
hydration during outdoor activity is not done. For all of
us that work, play and compete outdoors, we need to
make sure that we plan to stay well hydrated. Remember
to rest often and in the shade to allow your body to cool
down. H
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Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation
with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)
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50 25
CUSTOM
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SERVICES

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 6/30/07.

The Frame Shoppe
Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art
21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

Esplanade Mall

1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662

HAIRCUTTERS & TANNING

welcomes

SHELLY WALKER
(fomerly of SUPER CUTS)

LORE WEIGEL

is back!
339 W. Esplanade
468-3617
M - F 10 - 6

•

Sat 9 - 3

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard with two other locations in Metairie
and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
Medical School Department of Allied Health,
Department of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to find out
why it happened and what can be done to help restore
normal function in that area, can email the professionals at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

and by wearing hats or caps. Here in south Louisiana,
we need to be aware of the sun at all times. We’re
blessed to live in a place where the sun shines so much
and it’s so beautiful, but we should never be fooled into
thinking that the sun’s rays are our friend. That just is
not so, whether you’re 15 or 75.” H

SPACE AVAILABLE

Restaurants, arts, crafts & sponsors

Kenner
Italian Heritage Festival
Rivertown
September 7-8, 2007
For information call 388-8758

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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WAREHOUSE DISTRICT CONDO:
920 Poeyfarre St. (Orleans) - $3,850
(Totally Furnished Lease)
LISTING:
4609 Neyrey (Metairie) - $275,000
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000
4301 Indiana Street (Kenner) - $229,500
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2115 Delaware (Vacant Land) (Kenner) - $65,000
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4008 Academy Dr. (Metairie) - $169,000
157 Avant Garde (Condo) (Kenner) - $145,500
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Lake
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“Kenner’s Best Kept Secret”

3813 Florida Avenue • Kenner, LA 70065
(504) 467-7384 • Beeper: 461-1161
23 Years Experience
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Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
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•
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Patio Covers
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Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
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TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.
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Perfectionism
By JOEY CLEVELAND
The first Scripture that came to my mind when I considered writing about this topic was from Matthew 5:48,
“In a word, you must be made perfect as your heavenly
Father is perfect.”
Now that’s a tall order for us ordinary human beings.
As perfect as our heavenly Father?
What was Jesus thinking when he said that? He
knows our weaknesses and imperfections. He was one of
us while he walked the earth, and he understands how
impossible it is to sustain and maintain perfection for
very long by our own willpower.
The topic of perfection recently was brought to my
attention by my daughter, Patricia, who is gifted in many
ways. For starters, I’ve always admired her academic
accomplishments, artistically beautiful California garden and her creative decorating and sewing abilities. In
a recent conversation with her she pointed out my perfectionist expectations of her sewing skills. I was taken
aback and asked her if she was serious. With good humor
(I hope) she laughed and chided me for not seeing the
obvious. That got me to thinking, so I did some soul
searching and some Internet searching. This is what I
came up with, and I hope that it will be of some benefit
to you as well.
Let’s start with some definitions of what a perfectionist is, just in case you aren’t sure if you are one.
Perfectionism is:
The irrational belief that you and/or your environment must be perfect.
The striving to be the best, reach the ideal, and never
make a mistake.
An all pervasive attitude that whatever you attempt
in life must be done letter perfect with no deviation, mistakes, slip ups, or inconsistencies.
A habit developed from youth that keeps you constantly alert to the imperfections, failings, and weakness
in yourself and others.
A level of consciousness that keeps you ever vigilant
to any deviations from the norm, the guidelines, or the
way things are “supposed to be.”
The underlying motive present in the fear of failure
and fear of rejection.
A reason why you may be fearful of success, i.e., if I
achieve my goal, will I be able to continue, maintain that
level of achievement?
A rigid, moralistic outlook that does not allow for
humanism or imperfection.
An inhibiting factor that keeps you from making a
commitment to change habitual, unproductive behavior
out of fear of not making the change “good enough.”
The belief that no matter what you attempt it is never
“good enough” to meet your own or others’ expectations.
I must admit that three on the list hit close to home.
Those of us who were sensitive children were particularly vulnerable to criticism and careless off-handed comments unintended to harm, but nevertheless, found their
mark. Children pick up patterns of behavior and relating
to people and the world, and when the negative patterns
are brought into adulthood, they are difficult (but not
impossible) to change.

I also think I may have found an important underlying reason why I fight making a commitment to any particular weight loss program. Even if I succeed in losing
the unhealthy, unwanted pounds, I don’t believe I can
sustain a permanent lifestyle change. It’s this kind of allor-nothing thinking that sabotages my goal of weight
loss, and I know I need to replace this thinking with
healthier and more compassionate acceptance of myself
as a fallible human being who just needs to put herself
back on the wagon when I fall off. Can you relate to this?
After reading a couple of articles about perfectionism, I have learned that there are big differences between
perfectionists and healthy achievers. Among other
things, the healthy achiever has drive while the perfectionist is driven, and perfectionism take a great toll on
the perfectionist as well as those around them.
Perfectionists are also likely to experience decreased
productivity, impaired health, troubled interpersonal
relationships, and low self-esteem. According to one
article, perfectionists are vulnerable to: depression, performance anxiety, test anxiety, social anxiety, writer’s
block, obsessiveness, compulsiveness, suicidal thoughts,
loneliness, impatience, frustration and anger. Good
grief! If this list doesn’t convince you that perfectionism
isn’t healthy, I don’t know what would.
The following is a partial list of rational behaviors
needed to overcome perfectionistic tendencies. I’m
going to make a copy of it and put it where I can read it
every day:
Accept self as a human being.
Forgive self for mistakes or failings.
Put self back on the wagon immediately after falling
off.
Accept that the “ideal” is only a guideline or goal to
be worked toward, not to be achieved 100 percent.
Set realistic and flexible time frames for the achievement of a goal.
Develop a sense of patience and reduce the need to
“get it done yesterday.”
Be easier on oneself; setting unrealistic or unreasonable goals or deadlines set you up for failure.
Recognize that the human condition is one of failings, weakness, deviations, imperfections and mistakes;
it is acceptable to be human.
Recognize that one’s backsliding does not mean the
end of the world; it is OK to pick oneself up and start all
over again.
Develop an ability to use “thought stopping” techniques whenever you find yourself mentally scolding
yourself for not being “good enough.”
Visualize reality as it will be for a “human” rather
than for a “super human.”
Learn to accept yourself the way you are; let go of
the ideas of how you “should be.”
Enjoy success and achievement with a healthy selfpride and eliminate the need for self deprecation or false
humility.
Learn to enjoy success without the need to second
guess your ability to sustain the achievement.
Reward yourself for your progress to reinforce your
efforts to change even when progress is slight or doesn’t
meet up to your idealistic expectations.
Love yourself; believe that you deserve good things.
Eliminate unrealistic expectations and the idea that
you are infallible.
Let go of rigid, moralistic judgments of your performance and develop an open, compassionate
continued on page 29
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Volunteers: You can make a difference
By KAREN WILLIAMS
Most of us
enjoy feeling
needed
and
useful.
We
want to help
others wh e never and however we can. It
uplifts
our
spirits. It gives
us a sense of
satisfaction.
The spirit of volunteerism soared in the
New Orleans area after Hurricane Katrina.
Many rose to meet the physical and financial needs of families who suffered losses.
They assisted with providing housing and
food. Such needs persist.
However, our area has many needs
besides those Katrina has required.
Agencies delivering ongoing care for families and community also depend on volunteer workers. While we have a heightened
awareness of community needs, more of us
can experience the value of lending a helping hand.
Among those offering services not
related to rebuilding after Katrina are hospice agencies. Helping individuals and
their families to deal with terminal illness
is one of the most meaningful ways to volunteer our time and talents. At this critical
point in a family’s life, support from others
is crucial.
Volunteers can make a tremendous difference to those who are dying and to their
families. There are many ways to offer support, but often “the little things” have the
biggest impact.
A loaf of bread is needed but a caregiver cannot leave a loved one alone at
home to go shopping. A hospice volunteer
can go to the store for this family or stay
with the patient for a brief period while the
caregiver takes a break to run errands.
Assistance with child or pet care may
be required. Hospice volunteers can spend
time with children after school. They can
help with feeding and walking pets.
A dying patient may no longer be able
to read, so will appreciate listening to a
caring volunteer read the latest news or
chapters from a special book.
A family member may have a birthday
but will not be remembered without the
help of a volunteer to plan and organize a
celebration, because the family does not
have the time or energy to do it this year.
A patient wants to record tapes or write
a journal showing important accomplishments in her life, but she only can do this
with the help of a caring and patient volunteer.
A garden needs to be tended or a lawn
must be mowed. Tasks like this might not

get done without a volunteer’s assistance.
A patient loves to listen to music, but he
cannot hear the songs he likes unless
someone takes the time to make a CD of his
favorite songs or to operate his stereo
equipment.
A few of many ways volunteers can
assist dying patients and their families
have been mentioned. Not all volunteers
want to work directly with patients and
their families. Some prefer to help with
mailings and other clerical tasks in the hospice office. Others prefer to help with
community events sponsored by the hospice agency.
Not all hospice patients live in private
homes. Some live in nursing homes where
volunteers can help with activities, such as
bingo or serving refreshments. Hospice
volunteers also can be helpful after death
by visiting with the family or assisting
them with simple tasks, such as cooking or
letter writing, which could be overwhelming to one who is grieving. They may prefer to spend time with bereaved persons
living in nursing homes.
The ways of assisting vary greatly from
volunteer to volunteer and family to family. Some volunteers have training in specific fields. Others have no related work
experience and just want to offer their
compassion. Volunteers range in age from
teens to senior citizens. The only requirements are that they care about others and
want to help, and that they attend a training
program offered by the hospice agency.
The training will help them to better understand the needs of patients who struggle
with terminal illness and the needs of their
families.
Hospice care teams aim to help
patients live the highest quality of life possible in the time they have left with their
loved ones. They want to help them to be as
comfortable and as comforted as possible.
As a volunteer, you will help the hospice team to meet these goals. As a volunteer, you will be inspired and fulfilled, for
you will be assisting others when they
most need caring and support. H
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES WITH
THE CITY OF KENNER
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
CATCH BASIN BUILDER
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR I
CEMENT FINISHER
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR II
CREW CHIEF/ASPHALT
UTILITY WORKER
VEHICLE OPERATOR III
Accepting applications at Human Resources Department,
1801 Williams Blvd, Building C, 2nd Floor, Kenner, La. 70062. Monday thru Friday,
between 8:30am and 4:30pm or visit our website: jobs.kenner.la.us

GENERAL BENEFITS:
PAID HEALTH INSURANCE
13 PAID HOLIDAYS ANNUALLY
12 PAID SICK DAYS ANNUALLY
PAID ANNUAL VACATION

Look for Grand Opening of
New Location June 2007

www.sdtwds.com

BOBBY HEBERT says,
“You can’t beat the
bull. Throw away
your trash, not your
cash.”

Reverend Karen Williams is chaplain
and bereavement coordinator for Hospice
Care of Louisiana. Williams assists with
volunteer recruitment and training. For
more information or to volunteer contact
Hospice Care of Louisiana at 834-1655.
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Addressing Alzheimer’s

By KEITH M. DARCEY
Alzheimer’s is a family disease. The
individual diagnosed with Alzheimer’s will,
over time, lose cognitive function, the ability to perform even the simplest tasks, and

may develop behavioral habits that are not
consistent with their normal personality.
The progression of this disease not only
alters the life of the person diagnosed, but
also significantly impacts their immediate
family.
The family members then take on the
role of caregiver, and it becomes a 24-hour
a day job. The primary caregiver, usually a
spouse or a child, experiences increased
stress levels, financial burdens and the
need to cope with the steady and accelerat-

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.

KENNER

Professional Business
Association
Founded in 1985
A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

www.kpwa.net!
Info: 962-3930

THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION’S (KPBA)
MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2007
AT THE FOUR POINTS
BY SHERATON HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner
GUEST SPEAKER:
Cathy Harris
Advance reservations required.
Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at noon.

ed “loss” of a loved one.
“As devastating as an Alzheimer’s diagnosis is for the individual, the caregiver and
family members share in the diagnosis,”
says Marianne Call, a registered nurse with
the East Jefferson General Hospital
Geriatric Behavioral Group. “Taking care
of someone with Alzheimer’s is a responsibility most are not ready for. Without help
and support, that caregiver will mentally,
and often times even physically, breakdown
trying to keep up.”
Alzheimer’s is a form of dementia that
affects over five million people in this
country. It is a brain disorder that slowly
destroys one’s ability to remember or retain
learned knowledge and communicate
rationally. They can even suffer from hallucinations that lead to confusion, anger and
mistrust of the people around them. The
speed at which the disease will progress
hinges on the amount of damage to the
brain, and the rapidity varies from person to
person.
The early stages of Alzheimer’s may
require limited intervention by the caregiver to help with daily function and activity,
but as it moves into the later stages, the
caregiver will need to take over more and
more as the ability is lost. Ultimately, the
caregiver may need to do everything for
them – feed, bathe, dress and help with
bathroom visits. It becomes life-altering as
the loved one cannot be left alone.
“The Alzheimer’s patient becomes like
a child again,” says Call. “They cannot be
left alone and they become harder to care
for. We find that when the caregiver brings
them to a day facility such as our Adult Day
Health Center, it gives them the opportunity to go to work, run errands, or even just to
have some alone time knowing that their
loved one is being taken care of.”
Aside from the constant time it takes to
care for someone with Alzheimer’s, the

emotional strain of seeing a loved one
s l ow ly lose the ability to function is
extremely difficult to deal with, especially
when it is your spouse or parent who doesn’t recognize or comprehend who you are.
Even more troubling may be the changing
of roles in the relationship. The child, now
an adult, has to assume the parenting
responsibilities for their mother or father.
Many caregivers are not able to easily
adjust to that role.
The end result for most caregivers is
usually increased anger, depression, social
withdrawal and heath problems of their
own.
“The most important piece of advice I
have for the caregivers is simply to ask for
help,” says Call. “No one could or should
have to do this by themselves. There are
day facilities, support groups and other
family members that can be there to help
manage the situation. Pace yourself, and no
matter what, find a healthy outlet to give
yourself a break.”
Call went on to advise caregivers to
find a physician they’re comfortable with,
for both them and the person with
Alzheimer’s. In the beginning, caregivers
are often in denial over the initial diagnosis.
It is important to have a trusting relationship with the physician administering care
to help advise you along the way. H

LAKE TRAIL DRAINAGE

r e c e ived a commitment from DOTD
Secretary Johnny Bradberry to help fix the
problems that exist, and he hopes that the
project will continue to move forward on a
fast track.
“Someone made a terr i ble mistake
when deciding to stop the drainage at the
Power Boulevard right of way. There is no
place for water to go other than down Lake
Trail. Because we are on the eve of hurricane season, I hope we can get action
immediately, and have the work completed
no later than by year’s end,” said Martiny.
Zahn agreed that cooperation of the
East Jefferson Levee Board and the DOTD
is crucial in correcting the drainage problem on Lake Trail. H

(continued from page 1)

drainage issues, the city is installing larger
pipes from Lake Trail to the canal at
Vintage. This work is being done by the
city along with funds Zahn designated from
his District 3 account.
Phase two will specifically address the
issue of levee runoff into that neighborhood. Zahn said that the city of Kenner has
agreed to purchase the pipe and supply the
labor to complete the improvements, and
that State Representative Danny Martiny is
working with the East Jefferson Leve e
Board and the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development (DOTD)
to have the second phase of the project initiated. Approval of both the levee board and
the DOTD is necessary for the improvements to proceed.
Martiny said that he has already

Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Je fferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 8897110 or at k d a r c ey @ e j g h . o rg . East
Je ffe rson General Hospital, Louisiana’s
first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital,
providing care to the residents of the East
Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding
communities.
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Horticultural hints for June
By LYNNE DIMM
It’s harvest time for our wonderful,
tasty Creole tomatoes, which only grow in
our part of the country. I really hope that
you planted some back in February or
March, but if you didn’t you can buy them
to enjoy their unique flavor. This year you
can also find a new hanging basket tomato. As it grows it fills up the basket and
begins to spill over the side, first blooming with yellow flowers and then with
baby tomatoes forming from the flowers.
It is still not too late to find some of these
in baskets or four-inch pots.
Bell peppers now cost a dollar each at
the grocery, but the lucky folks who planted some in spring should be seeing their

own crop production. Lately in plant
stores you can find larger pots of mature
plants with ripe fruit that have not been
available before. So you can purchase a
plant with ripe vegetables that will continue to produce bell peppers.
Be on the lookout for rubeckias plants
as they love our summer heat and will
thrive here. They produce flowers that
look like small sunflowers.
Figs and peaches should ripen this
month. If my trees loaded with ripen fruit
are an example of yields in this area then
everyone should have tons of figs. There
will probably be a lot of homemade fig
preserves given away this year. My peach
tree has never been very productive so I
hired a tree cutter to cut it down this winter. After he had trimmed it partly, I
looked at it and found a few sprouts so I
changed my mind and cancelled the tree
cutting. Now that it is time for peaches to
ripen, I have to let you know that I have
never seen so many peaches on this tree. It

H Real Estate

H

How important is a home inspection?
By LINDA R. MARTIN
Should a
bu yer get a
home inspection for a home
t h ey are bu ying? Should a
seller order a
home inspection prior to
putting
the
property on the
market? There
are advantages for both.
Simply put, a home inspection is a visual examination of both the physical structure and major systems of the entire home
including: walls, ceilings, floors, decks,
exterior covering, the roof, foundation,
insulation and ventilation, plumbing, electrical, heating and air conditioning. It is not
an appraisal to validate the value of a home,
nor a pass/fail exam. A third-party inspector will give a report on the physical condition and suggest repairs.
Buyers
For buyers, a home inspection clause in
the written offer that makes the purchase
contingent upon the findings can provide
peace of mind. If a serious problem is
found, it allows room to renegotiate the
purchase price or “opt-out” of buying the
home altogether. However, this is usually
uncommon. Ty p i c a l ly, the seller will
already have told the buyer about any major
problems.
More often, inspections reveal less seri-

ous defects that aren’t enough to warrant
backing out of the transaction. However,
knowing about these minor problems can
prevent major disasters down the road. In
addition, if specified in the inspection
clause, the cost of the repairs can be at the
seller’s expense.
Another advantage to having a home
inspection is it offers buyers an opportunity to become familiar with their new home
and learn about maintenance to help in its
upkeep. Although not required, it’s recommended that buyers be present during the
inspection. This allows them to observe the
inspection; ask questions about the condition of the home; and receive an objective
opinion.
Sellers
For sellers, conducting a home inspection (or pre-inspection) before listing their
homes puts the control back into their
hands.
When the buyer inspection finds problems, it can impede negotiations and cost
the seller more in repairs. By having a preinspection, the seller can help eliminate any
surprise findings after an offer has been
made. The seller can make repairs before
placing the home on the market and possibly even increase the value of the home.
A pre-inspection can also serve as a
great marketing tool. Sellers are required
by law to disclose any known defects in the
home. Having a pre-inspection report available for buyers tells them that the seller has
nothing to hide. It also gives them a clearer
picture of the condition of the home.
continued on page 28

summer activities and gardening! H

is extra special to watch this fruit-filled
tree that barely escaped the saw.
Our neighborhoods look so pretty
with all the garden color of summer. Keep
on planting, as it makes people happy to
view the beautiful displays. With the “City
that Care Forgot” still looking so bad, we
can give our New Orleans neighbors a
treat when they come to Kenner to shop or
come to see something pretty.
Enjoy puttering in your yard. Happy

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner • 467-7775
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Definitions of recognized dental specialties
By SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER
OBSERVATORY • HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m.

KICK OFF TO SUMMER FUN
JUNE 2 – STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY
is back with his Instant Theater Production of “Jungle Book.”
JUNE 9 – SHOESTRING PLAYERS
Performing “Tales from the Bayou”
Louisiana folk tales have been passed down for generations. Join the Shoestring
Players as they journey down the bayou presenting charming & wise stories.
JUNE 16 – GLEN GHIRARDI
Magical Entertainer
A Fun Day of Magic at the Castle Plus a Treat to Honor Fathers
All Dads admitted free.
JUNE 23 – PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
Presenting “Kiddie Kareokee”…A time for kids to sing on a live mike.
Each child can choose a song to be performed on stage. Lots of fun for everyone!!!
JUNE 30 – IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“Summer Magic”

•

Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

JUNE 2 – DOVE VERRET/UNITED HOUMA NATION
Dream Catchers
The dream catcher was a gift from Grandmother Spider, Dove will teach
you how to make one and tell you the creation story.
JUNE 9 – RON VERDUN/UNITED HOUMA NATION
Alligator Garfish Scale Jewelry
Louisiana natives have used these scales for thousands of years for tools and
other useful items, today they are used in making contemporary jewelry.
JUNE 16 – ZOE ANNA VERRET/UNITED HOUMA NATION
Palmetto Basketry
The people of the Houma Nation have made these traditional baskets for hundreds of years.
Zoe enjoys sharing this tradition with everyone who wants to know.
JUNE 23 – ROSE BEHAN/EASTERN CHEROKEE
Storytelling
Stories are part of the way that Native Americans pass down history,
even the songs are stories.
JUNE 30 – ROSE BEHAN/EASTERN CHEROKEE
Loom Beadwork
This is the easiest style of beadwork, come try your hand at it.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

The definitions below
are approved
by the Council
on
Dental
Education and
Licensure,
American
D e n t a l
Association.
Dental
P u b l i c
Health: Dental public health is the science and art of preventing and controlling
dental diseases and promoting dental
health through organized community
efforts. It is that form of dental practice
which serves the community as a patient
rather than the individual. It is concerned
with the dental health education of the
public, with applied dental research, and
with the administration of group dental
care programs as well as the prevention
and control of dental diseases on a community basis. (Adopted May 1976).
Endodontics: Endodontics is the
branch of dentistry which is concerned
with the morphology, phy s i o l ogy and
pathology of the human dental pulp and
periradicular tissues. Its study and practice encompass the basic and clinical sciences including biology of the normal
pulp, the etiology, diagnosis, prevention
and treatment of diseases and injuries of
the pulp and associated periradicular conditions. (Adopted December 1983).
Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology:
Oral pathology is the specialty of dentistry and discipline of pathology that
deals with the nature, identification and
management of diseases affecting the oral
and maxillofacial regions. It is a science
that investigates the causes, processes and
effects of these diseases. The practice of
oral pathology includes research and diagnosis of diseases using clinical, radiographic, microscopic, biochemical or
other examinations. (Adopted May 1991).
Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology:
Oral and maxillofacial radiology is the
specialty of dentistry and discipline of
radiology concerned with the production
and interpretation of images and data produced by all modalities of radiant energy
that are used for the diagnosis and management of diseases, disorders and conditions of the oral and maxillofacial region.
(Adopted April 2001).
O ral and Maxillofacial Surgery:
Oral and maxillofacial surgery is the specialty of dentistry which includes the
diagnosis, surgical and adjunctive treatment of diseases, injuries and defects
involving both the functional and esthetic
aspects of the hard and soft tissues of the
oral and maxillofacial region. (Adopted
October 1990).
Orthodontics and Dentofacial

Orthopedics: Orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics is the dental specialty
that includes the diagnosis, prevention,
interception, and correction of malocclusion, as well as neuromuscular and skeletal abnormalities of the developing or
mature orofacial structures. (Adopted
April 2003).
Pediatric Dentistry: Pediatric
Dentistry is an age-defined specialty that
provides both primary and comprehens ive preve n t ive and therapeutic oral
health care for infants and children
through adolescence, including those
with special health care needs. (Adopted
1995).
Periodontics: Periodontics is that
specialty of dentistry which encompasses
the prevention, diagnosis and treatment
of diseases of the supporting and surrounding tissues of the teeth or their substitutes and the maintenance of the health,
function and esthetics of these structures
and tissues. (Adopted December 1992).
Prosthodontics: Prosthodontics is
the dental specialty pertaining to the
diagnosis, treatment planning, rehabilitation and maintenance of the oral function,
comfort, appearance and health of
patients with clinical conditions associated with missing or deficient teeth and/or
oral and maxillofacial tissues using biocompatible substitutes. (Adopted April
2003)
DDS – Doctor of Dental Surgery
DMD – Doctor of Dental Medicine
Indicates the degree awarded upon
graduation from dental school to become
a general dentist. There is no difference
between the two degrees; dentists who
have a DMD or DDS have the same education. Universities have the prerogative
to determine what degree is awarded.
Both degrees use the same curriculum
requirements set by the American Dental
Association’s Commission on Dental
Accreditation. Generally, three or more
years of undergraduate education plus
four years of dental school is required to
graduate and become a general dentist.
State licensing boards accept either
degree as equivalent and both degrees
allow licensed individuals to practice the
same scope of general dentistry.
Additional post-graduate training is
required to become a dental specialist,
such as an orthodontist, periodontist or
oral and maxillofacial surgeon.
The preceding article was based on
information obtained from the American
Dental Association’s website at
www.ada.org/prof/ed/specialties/definitions.asp. H
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 30 years. Dr.
Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida
Avenue, Suite 101 and she can be reached
at 469-6333.
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Passenger numbers climbing at
Armstrong International Airport
By SEAN C. HUNTER
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
I
am
delighted to
see that passenger numbers are continuing
to
climb towa r d
pre-Katrina
levels at Louis
Armstrong
N ew Orleans
International Airport. This is a key indicator of our reg i o n ’s economic recovery.
Major players to commend for their part in
the upsurge are our airline partners. They
continue to add flights to their daily schedules and some airlines have even responded
to our peak demand periods with additional flights. It has been the feeling of the New
Orleans Aviation Board that a return of air
service is essential for our business, leisure
and convention activities to rebound. All of
our returning airlines deserve credit, but I
want to say a special thanks to Continental
Airlines for the tremendous number of supplemental flights they’ve added over the
past several months. It is great to see that
this has been a win-win for our community
and the airlines. By all reports, the additional flights have all been sold out.
The recent demand for seats on our
commercial aircraft has been driven by festivals and conventions. Last month, Jazz
Fest and the demand brought on by the Risk
and Insurance Management Society
(RIMS) convention resulted in increased
air service at Armstrong International
Airport. Jazz Fest has always created a
surge in travel and a demand for more
flights. This year, one airline responded to
that surge by increasing flights to accommodate the crowds coming to New Orleans
to enjoy the annual musical celebration.
The reports from the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) on the total
number of passengers who were processed
through security over Jazz Fest have placed
the two Mondays after the two festival
weekends in our top five departure days
since Hurricane Katrina. On a normal
Sunday prior to Katrina, the airport saw
approximately 17,500 passengers depart
the city. The top five events to date since
the storm are number one: May 7, 2007 –
Jazz Fest 2007 (second weekend), 15,868;
number two: March 27, 2007 – American
College of Cardiology, 14,996; number
three: November 13, 2006 – National
Association of Realtors, 14,695; number
four: April 30, 2007 – Jazz Fest 2007 (first
weekend), 14,490, and number five :
February 9, 2007 – United Kingdom (UK)

Charters/Cruise, 14,422.
While the RIMS conference wasn’t in
the top five of the airport’s busiest days, it
provided a nice boost between the Jazz Fest
weekends. On Thursday, May 3, following
RIMS, the TSA processed 14,243 people
through the checkpoints making it a very
busy 12 days at the airport.
TSA reported some wait times in
excess of 20 minutes over the time period.
Curr e n t ly, Armstrong International
Airport has service to 37 destinations on
117 flights with 13,869 seats. When calculating arr ival time, passengers should
remember to build in time for non-security
related issues, including parking, and
checking in with their airline. Passengers
are encouraged to arrive at the Armstrong
International Airport at least 90 minutes
prior to their departures, due to the possibility of extended screening time at the
security checkpoints. As a customer service
initiative, TSA is providing security checkpoint wait time information to assist travelers
in planning for their next flight on their website at http://waittime.tsa.dhs.gov/index.html.
The wait times are historical, so please note
actual wait time may vary depending on factors including weather delays which result in
increased passenger levels.
As we begin our summer months, passenger traffic is expected to continue to be
steady, especially with the various conventions scheduled and the return of the
Essence Festival in July. This event always
has a major impact on the airport and with
an expected attendance of 25,000; I believe
this year will be no different. Signs of passenger resurgence at the airport are encouraging to the Aviation Board and our staff
and I hope it is an encouragement to our
community as well as we continue to
rebuild for the future. For more information
about the airport, visit the website www.flymsy.com. H
Sean Hunter can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

STORM DEBRIS

(continued from page 1)

drywall, flooring, structural material like
studs, joists and rafters and roofing tar
paper or shingles. Also included are storm
damaged gutter pipes and downspouts,
built-in cabinets, insulation, large appliances, furniture and personal water-damaged items from soiled books, linens and
clothing to kitchen, bath and storage items.
For further information, call the city
P u blic Works Department at 468-7515.
Anyone observing the dumping of storm
debris or new construction scraps on public
rights of way should contact the city
Department of Code Enforcement at 4686606. H

K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television
AND MUCH MORE!

Featured Show of the Month
“Town Talk”
Sean Hunter, Aviation Director of Louis Armstrong
International Airport, updates us on the status of
the airport and reveals his vision for the future.

Also watch for these timely programs in June!!
“Hablemos Claro”
City of Kenner Public Information Officer, Emile
Lafourcade, discusses the latest on hurricane preparation
and we get programs at the Hispanic
Resource Center as it celebrates its 4th anniversary.

“Beyond the Badge”
Preventing violence in schools and protecting children
from Internet predators are topics Kenner Police Chief
Steve Caraway talks about with law enforcement officials.

“Kenner Revealed”
Janet Gross get the lowdown on summer camps and other
programs offered by the Leisure Services Division
of the Kenner Recreation Department

“Louisiana Business Spotlight”
Jeff Crouere discusses the photography business and
finds out about an international food processing
company headquartered right here in Kenner.

For the most current program schedule, go to www.ktv76.com.
Our website also includes information on how you
can obtain copies of any K-TV produced program.
We appreciate and encourage all
comments and feedback about K-TV programs.
Call us at 466-3564 or email us at ktv76@kenner.la.us.

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel
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A parade for Kenner?
By ED CLANCY
So you’ve been asking the question:
“Why doesn’t Kenner have a Mardi Gras
parade?” Well, the answer is – it used to.
Several of them in fact. The only one I saw,
however, was in the early ’80s, probably
1984, the first year the Krewe of Saturn
rolled. The Grand Marshall was country
comedian Jerry Clower. (“Whoooaaa! Shoot
that thang!!” I remember that because I
taught Jerry’s famous phrase to my fiveyear-old daughter, Elisabeth, who wouldn’t
stop saying it for a month).
Saturn lasted only two years in Kenner
before it moved to Metairie. According to
the records it moved back to Kenner in 1987
and after not parading for a while, showed
up in Orleans Parish in 1993. The Krewe has
not paraded for the past two years.
In the 1970s, however, our fair city was
host to a bunch of Mardi Gras parades:
Athena, Centaur, Hesper, Isis, Phoenix, not
to mention Romulus and Remus. The
biggest bunch of parades came in 1979

when the police strike cancelled the parades
in New Orleans and several of them rolled in
Ke n n e r, including, perhaps ironically,
Endymion, founded by a man named Ed
Muniz, whose day job is now reigning as
mayor of Kenner. In 1982 the Krewe of Love
appeared on Kenner streets, and Silenus
rolled in 1991 and 1992. For a variety of reasons there has not been a Mardi Gras parade
in Kenner since then.
I have always thought Kenner should
have a parade. And so did Mike Gonzales.
The only difference between us is that Mike
is doing something about it. In 2005 he and
his friends formed the Krewe of LaSalle,
which would be a “ball only” krewe until it
could get together the people and the money
to roll a parade. Then, as they say, along
came Katrina. Fade out, fade in: 2007. Mike
and krewe had to start all over again. As of
right now, he says, LaSalle has about 55 or
60 members. He hopes to have a minimum
of 100 before he starts collecting dues and
setting up a ball, which would make the
Pontchartrain Center its permanent home.
As for an actual parade? “We’re hoping for
Mardi Gras 2009,” says Mike.
And what does the former captain of
Endymion and current mayor of the city say
about bringing a parade back to Kenner?
“As a longtime Mardi Gras captain, I

certainly would not be opposed to it if the
details could be worked out,” says Mayor
Muniz. “Those would include police manpower, a route that makes sense and a place
to form the parade.”
When it rolled in the strike year of 1979,
Endymion’s route was river side of the I-10.
Mike Gonzales says he’s thinking lake side
so the parade could easily roll into the
Pontchartrain Center. It appears that no
parade can roll from one side to the other
because of the I-10 overpasses.
Gonzales says the identities of krewe
members will be secret. Whoever becomes
the captain of the Krewe of LaSalle would
take on the guise and costume of Robert
Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle, who claimed the
mouth of the Mississippi River (think
Kenner) for the King of France in 1682.
Hopefully he won’t meet the same fate as
the original who was murdered by members
of his “krewe” in 1687.
I wish Mike Gonzales success in his
efforts to bring a Carnival parade back to
Kenner. It’s what LaSalle would have wanted. It’s what Jerry Clower (may he rest in
Hillbilly Heaven) would have wanted. I only
hope they don’t change “Throw me something, Mister,” to “Whoooaaa! Shoot that
thang!!”
My special thanks to Mr. Arthur Hardy,

publisher of the Mardi Gras Guide, and to
Mr. Iggy Christiani, acknowledged expert on
Kenner Mardi Gras parades. H
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

HOME INSPECTION

(continued from page 25)

If there are major problems found during the pre-inspection, it gives the seller an
opportunity to disclose the condition upfront, making it less likely for the buyer to
pull out of the deal or try to renegotiate the
price.
Knowing the true condition of a home
can bring peace of mind to buyers and sellers, and be one less hurdle in the home buying and selling process. Ask your real estate
sales professional for a list of certified independent home inspectors in your area. H
Linda R. Martin can be reached at 4436464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is an
independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates,
Inc., a Prudential Financial company. Visit
the Prudential website at www.prudentialgardner.com.
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Kenner Hispanic Resource Center celebrates fourth anniversary

By RAFAEL E. SADDY
Happy anniversary to the city of Kenner
Hispanic Resource Center, whose doors
were first opened on June 26, 2003. The
city of Kenner was the first municipality in
the state of Louisiana to create a resource
center for its rapidly growing Hispanic
population. The center is located at 4312
Florida Avenue and offers various programs as well as access to information and
referrals on many types of issues. For more
information call supervisor Rebeca L.
Hasbún at 469-2570.
Some of the services offered to Spanish
speaking residents include interpretation
services for court hearings, neg o t i a t i o n
assistance in obtaining permits, paying
fines and getting marriage licenses or assistance in understanding policies and procedures. Below is a list of programs offered
by the city of Kenner Hispanic Resource
Center.
ESL: The center offe rs “English as a
Second Language” (ESL) for all the nonEnglish speaking in collaboration with the
Je ffe rson Parish Adult Education
Department and two Loyola Univers i t y
Organizations, Students in Free Enterprise
(SIFE) and Loyola International Business
Organization (LIBO).
SSL: “Spanish as a Second Language” is a
six week course presented throughout the
year. The course offers reading, writing and
conversation skills and uses the Rosetta
Stone Language Program.
Legal Clinic: A monthly free legal clinic in

FAITHWALK

(continued from page 22)

understanding for the hard times, obstacles,
and temptations.
Be flexible in setting goals, willing to
reassess your plan from time to time to keep
things realistic.
Be open to the idea that you will be successful in your efforts to change, even if you
are not “first,” “the best,” “the model,” “the
star pupil,” “the finest!”
Realize that the important thing is to be
going in a positive direction.
I have my work cut out for me, and I’m
challenged to tackle it, but I don’t think I
really have a choice if I want to be at peace
in striving for my goals.
Now, about that Scripture at the begin-

partnership with the Pro Bono Project –
volunteer lawyers providing access to justice with legal assistance on all civil matters.
Recreation: Senior citizens (ladies) meet
weekly on Mondays for bingo.
Seminars: The three forms of assistance
offered are first-time homebuyer training;
community development rehabilitation
grants, housing and utility assistance, and
Road Home processing of applications in
c o l l ab o ration with the Associated
Community Organizations for Reform Now
(ACORN).
After Sch o o l : The center has an after
school program, which began in the fall of
2003 to assist Hispanic children of the
Kenner community with homework, tutoring and education in drug prevention.
Summer Camps: Summer camps for children we re offe red pre-Katrina. PostKatrina the center focuses on a youth summer language program with a six week
course of Spanish. Next summer a refresher course in math basic skills for children
in fourth grade to high school is expected to
be available.
The city of Kenner Hispanic Resource
Center has also been the venue of choice
for the Consulado Movil of El Salvador,
which comes to Kenner to service its
national organization since there is not a
consulate in the area. It also serves as a host
in collaboration with other organizations
for several community events such as
“Dando Gracias” whereby needy Hispanic
families are presented with Thanksgiving
baskets. This year through the generosity of
the Kenner Police Department and organizations such as Citizens Against Domestic
A buse (CADA), WYES Community
Outreach and the Los Amigos Hispanic
group, children were treated to their first

ning of this article. We humans know that
no one is perfect except for God, and I truly
believe that God honors our struggles to
become more like Him. I found another
appropriate Scripture that I like better and
which was also significant to my husband,
Carl. From 2 Corinthians 12:9:
“He said to me, ‘My grace is enough for
you, for in weakness power reaches perfection’ And so I willingly boast of my weaknesses instead, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.”
And you! Amen. H
Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl
C l eveland, the Kenner Star Fa i t h wa l k
columnist from 1998 until his death July
2006. Joey Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.
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Easter Egg Hunt, which is hoped to become
an annual event.
Upcoming June Events
June 2-3: Consulado Movil of Gualtemala.
For information call 837-7328.
June 8: Latin American Civic Association
of Louisiana (LACAL) monthly meeting.
For information call 464-4619.
June 17: ANDELA presents Día de la
Familia, an afternoon of music, traditional
food, drinks and dessert from Nicaragua.
For info call 466-1582 or 466-1483.

June 21: Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting. For information call 975-0949.
I leave you with this thought: “The habit of
persistence is the habit of victory!”
God Bless. H
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for LACAL can
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA
70064-0284.

CHINESE
AND CANTONESE
RESTAURANT

Come Celebrate
Our 30th Anniversary

SPECIAL

Monday - Tuesday
Wednesday

467-9928
2101 Williams Blvd. • Kenner • Corner of 21st St.
Sun. - Thurs. 11 - 10:30 PM
Fri. & Sat. 11 - 11:30 PM
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KENNER PUBLIC WORKS

Repaired vent on roof.
1801 Williams Boulevard building B –
Made temporary repair to roof on north
side of building and replaced ceiling tiles in
various areas throughout building.
1801 Williams Boulevard building C –
Patched roof and replace air conditioning
units on roof.
Science Museum – Carpet cleaned by
public works crews.
Galatas gym – Removed two broken
light poles.
Exhibition Hall – Removed carpet
throughout building. Disinfected walls and
floors.
Annie Washington Resource Center –
Removed awning at rear door. Replaced
ro o f. Repaired broken windows and
removed damaged rear door awnings.
Planetarium – Minor roof leaks caused
damp carpet that was cleaned.
3343 Williams Boulevard fire department – Made temporary roof repair.
Removed hanging soffit and siding in rear.
Pontchartrain Center – Removed hanging trim and roof panels, replaced backup
generator switch gear.
Public works yard – Replaced roof and
replaced damaged sheetrock in storage
room. Replaced roof on foreman’s building.
Replaced ceiling tiles in foreman’s building. Replaced roof and south wall in tire
repair building. Removed damaged building in rear of garage. Removed damaged
garage doors. Removed wet carpet in public works office downstairs. Replaced damaged ceiling tiles. Replaced damage
sheetrock in rear office. Reinstalled car

(continued from page 1)

Mayor Ed Muniz praised the public
works team and their contractors “for doing
a great job that was completed on time and
within the budget we set up for them. We all
pray that 2007 won’t bring us a major hurricane but it was imperative that the city of
Kenner prepare our public buildings just in
case we get a big storm.”
The buildings and facilities inspected,
repaired and upgraded encompassing
approximately 1,083 man hours by inhouse crews of the general services department of public works and contractors are as
follows:
Vintage Boulevard fire station – roof
patched.
N ew Rive rtown theater – Removed
damaged awning and placed temporary
tarp on roof. Replaced metal roof over
stage.
4th Street public works office –
Removed wet carpet throughout first floor,
vacuumed and sanitized floors.
3rd Street Barbre School – Temporary
patch to Kenner Cares Building, removed
wet carpet.
1801 Williams Boulevard building A,
including fire station 35 – Front, rear and
side gable and soffit walls were blown out.
Replaced all affected areas with one-half
inch thick plywood and felt paper. Replaced
roof. Removed a downspout from building
A. Closed off a large broken window on the
roof of building A.
Removed vinyl siding on city hall.

3501 Chateau Blvd.

wash building back onto its slab. Replaced
doors and repaired plumbing in car wash
building. Repaired security lights throughout public works yard. Removed hanging
metal from fuel depot canopy. Removed
damaged fence by pipe yard.
1801 Williams soccer building – Made
temporary repair to roof.
Veterans Park on Williams Boulevard –
Replaced fencing throughout the facility.
Replaced all roofs. Repaired safety fence by
railroad tracks. Removed damaged arbors.
Removed damaged fence from parking area
next to greenhouse. Repaired greenhouse
roof. Replaced well pump cover.
Arthur P. Clay Resouce Center –
Replaced glass in doors. Repaired roof
atop rest rooms and replaced window glass
in rear of building. Gutted four classrooms
that suffe red water damage. Replaced
sheetro ck on ceilings in two units and
removed wet carpet in both units. Removed
carpet. Painted and carpeted.
Loyola Drive tourist information center
– Patched roof with felt paper. Removed
light fixtures that were broken. Secured
flashing and lattice. Reset column on
porch.
Fire Station 36 – Patched roof.
Building leased from city by Sweet
Simplicity in Rivertown – Repaired roof
panels. Replaced water heater. Secured
vinyl siding. Three men, four man hours.
Replaced metal roof panels.
Wildlife building, Kenner TV station in
Rive rtown – Tempora r i ly patched ro o f,
removed wet carpet, repaired sheetrock and
painted. Removed two Native American
huts, removed damaged Native American
canopy in teaching building, reinstalled
fence in rear of building next to TV station.
Rivertown – Removed damaged billboard at Williams Boulevard and Airline
Drive.
Williams Boulevard visitor center –
Repaired roof, straightened patio top.

3rd Street home of late Sheriff Frank
Clancy – Replaced roof.
Fleet maintenance building – Replaced
four overheads, removed paint booth and
re-hung light fixtures.
Building leased from city by Ristorante
de Piero – Repaired metal roof panels.
Old planning building – Replaced roof.
Fassbender Building – Replaced roof.
Ti m e s - P i c ayune/Soccer building –
Made temporary repair to roof. Patched
roof.
2226 Williams Boulevard fire department administration building – Repaired
ceilings and replaced tile and roof.
24th Street Kenner Brake Tag Station –
Replaced three overhead doors. Replaced
ceiling tile. Installed screen over fence in
bays. Replaced window and removed gas
heaters.
Fire Station 38 – Repaired light.
Removed gate.
4th Street doll house – Patched roof
with felt paper.
Historical old jail in Rive rtown –
Patched roof, picked up wet sheetrock.
Loyola Avenue Kenner City Pa r k
administration building – Picked up water
from floor and cleaned carpet.
Mardi Gras Museum – Removed carpet.
Cleaned walls. Repainted re s t rooms.
Replaced ceiling tiles. Contractor repaired
roof.
Science Center/Observatory – Cleaned
carpet.
Space Station – Contractor braced roof,
removed American flag wall and substituted new wall to secure building. Currently
repairing roof and north exterior wall.
Rivertown cottage – Replaced roof.
R ive rt own Repertory Theatre –
Replaced roof.
Laketown lighthouse concession stand
– Repaired ceiling and ladies’ restroom.
R ive rt own Historical Museum –
Replaced roof. H

RAMELLI

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
The five-year contract includes a fiveyear renewal option. Ramelli was one of
four firms responding to the city’s advertisement for proposals for the municipal
waste pickup and disposal contract.
Muniz said he is pleased with the strong
interest expressed by the respondents to the
city’s advertised proposal for a garbage
contractor and he is also looking forward to
a continued good relationship with Ramelli,
which he said has received praise from
Kenner citizens for the work it has performed since taking over for Waste
Management. “All the years I’ve been in
public office, I don’t ever recall citizens
calling my office to praise work done by a
garbage collector, he said. “But I’ve been
getting those kinds of calls since we started
Ramelli. I look forward to a good working
relationship with them and total satisfaction
for our citizens.” H

(continued from page 1)

465-9444
Try one of our healthy salads
SALADS
Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25
Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75
Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50

Waste Management contract which expires
at the end of June. The current contract is
subsidized from the city’s general fund for
the amount of $200,000.
“Under this new agreement, which goes
into effect July 1, the city’s subsidy costs
will be reduced by 25 percent to about
$150,000 a year,” said Kenner’s Finance
Director Duke McConnell. “The city’s current payment to Ramelli amounts to about
$10 per household per month, and that will
drop to $9.79 per household in July. As a
result, the city does not anticipate any
increase in the garbage fee that residents
pay as part of their water bills during the
coming fiscal ye a r, other than normal
Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase
which is built into the contract,” explained
McConnell.
The mayor said the expected savings
with the new contract will help ease the
city’s cash flow needs created by rebuilding
efforts after Hurricane Katrina and the
lengthy waiting period for hurricane-related
reimbursements from the Federal
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$60 MILLION BUDGET

(continued from page 1)

change if we have a big hurricane in 2007 or
2008? That’s an imponderable. No one
knows. It’s all the more reason to be very
cautious about how we spend money in the
immediate future.”
The mayor said he understands he may
have to tangle with members of the Kenner
City Council who are under pressure from
their constituents to push hard for immediate spending because there is still much to
be done, especially in the field of public
works. The Public Works Department, headed by Pratt Reddy, has responsibility for
repairing damage left over from Hurricane
Katrina or taking up projects delayed by the
hurricane. However, Reddy says he has cut
33 jobs and has 39 more he can’t fill at present salary levels – including an engineering
position that pays $60,000 a year.
That brought expressions of dismay
from the City Council, including District 1
City Councilman Marc Johnson who said,
“Public Works is on fire. The department is
burning down.”
But Mayor Muniz dissented. “Publ i c
works isn’t on fire or burning down,” said
the mayor. “This is just a good example of
how we are proceeding cautiously in 200708. We don’t want to make commitments we
can’t afford. We don’t want to spend money
that needs to be in our rainy day fund. I like
to see the bulldozers and the work crews
improving the city as much as anyone but I

Kenner firefighters
to hold benefit car
wash for child
cancer patient
On Saturday, June 9, beginning at 9:00
a.m., Kenner firefighters will be hosting a
benefit car wash on the corner of Williams
Boulevard and West Esplanade at the
Walmart Food center/Petsmart parking lot.
Proceeds will go to 18-month-old Brenden
Maestri, the son of Kenner firefighter
Mike Maestri and his wife Jan. Brenden
was diagnosed with a rare childhood cancer arising from retinal cells called
retinoblastoma. The cancer is curable if
detected early, but 97 percent of those children will have moderate to severe visual
impairment.
Though Brenden’s cancer was detected
early at an early stage, he still has a long
road to recovery. The Maestri family has
been traveling to Memphis every three
weeks for treatment, and the firefighters
hope that this event will hope to defray the
Maestri’s mounting medical expenses.
For more information or to make a
donation, contact Jason Dyer at 416-5560
or Brett Ballon at 915-4096. H

also think we have a responsibility to take a
cautious view of city finances. I hate to fight
with the City Council over this, but it may
come to that. If so, I’m sorry.”
In an executive report on the Public
Works Department, Reddy wrote, “This
budget for 2007-08 is prepared with the
basic principle of ‘don’t spend what you do
not have.’ It is a zero-based budget duly
streamlining existing manpower and
resources. It is not built on the previous
ye a r ’s budget, except rearranged postKatrina available manpower. It has been a

difficult task to recruit new employees for
the open positions ava i l a ble in Public
Works.”
Reddy says he has downsized Public
Works’ strength from 147 employees’ preKatrina to 114 employe e s ’ post-Katrina,
thus eliminating 33 positions in the 2007-08
budget.
Mayor Muniz says Reddy and other
department heads are doing exactly what the
current administration has requested. “There
was a post-Katrina boom when sales taxes in
Kenner soared,” said Mayor Muniz. “Some

people thought the boom would last forever.
I remembered that the same thing happened
40 years ago after Hurricane Betsy, but that
boom came to an end as this one has also.
The next couple of years – with reduced revenues from the Treasure Chest and the airport and without the sales tax revenues previously generated by Macy’s and Mervyn’s
will be tough. I think we have to be very
judicious in our spending.”
The Kenner City Council will meet on
June 7 for the purposes of amending and
approving the budget. H
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