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By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Mayor Edmund Muniz intends to run a tight ship
at city hall, cutting costs by getting rid of most of the con-
sultants hired by previous administrations and handling
insurance, public relations, accounting, engineering and legal
work in-house.

“My hope is that we can save $1.5 million by handling in-
house assignments that in the past were given to outside con-
sultants,” said Mayor Muniz. “In actuality, it may not come to
that much. There may be some legal cases that require special
expertise and assignments in other areas that simply can’t be
handled by our in-house personnel. But, you can be sure that
my administration will not rely on outside consultants as was

the case in the past. I did not accept campaign contributions
when I was a candidate for mayor because I didn’t want to be
beholden to anyone. I’m not beholden to anyone. I owe no
one. My intention is to watch over every dollar in the city
treasury as though it were my own. I’m the kind of person
who doesn’t want to waste even a nickel. We want to get 100
cents value for the taxpayers on every dollar that comes
through the city coffers.”

Muniz thinks that overall Kenner’s immediate future is
extremely bright. “With New Orleans so severely damaged
by Hurricane Katrina, there will be a natural tilt of invest-
ments and retail sales to Jefferson Parish and Kenner,” said
Mayor Muniz. “Kenner should be a major beneficiary of that.
We want to maximize Kenner’s retail potential. Our goal is to

put every square foot of retail space into the marketplace.
Kenner is also going to benefit from the development of the
airport land that is now being developed. I want city hall to

Mayor Muniz seeks $1.5 million savings by cutting
out consultants, handling city work in-house

continued on page 10

Police Chief Steve Caraway says some transient
workers pose law enforcement challenge

By ALLAN KATZ

Newly-elected Chief of Police Steve Caraway says a
post-Hurricane Katrina influx of transient workers presents
a serious law enforcement challenge for the Kenner Police
Department.

“On the one hand, the transient workers are a labor pool
who will play a crucial role in the rebuilding of metro New
Orleans,” said Chief Caraway who won an overwhelming
victory in his first bid for public office. “I am sure most of
the transient workers are good people and good citizens
who are happy to have this opportunity to get work. On the
other hand, some of the transient workers are here illegally
and that is not acceptable to us. A few of them have
engaged in criminal acts, and that is most certainly not
acceptable to us. Others have become squatters, staying in
abandoned apartment buildings, storage sheds and homes,
and that is clearly illegal. So we are going to aggressively
address the issue.”

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Edmond Muniz recently announced key
members of his administrative team that will run the
city of Kenner for the next four years.

Mayor Muniz had previously announced that for-
mer appeals court judge James Cannella would serve
as legal counsel for the new administration and that
M i ke Yenni, former head of citizens affairs for
Jefferson Parish, will serve as chief of staff.

The city council will be asked by Muniz to approve
Cannella’s appointment at their July 6 meeting.

Other new team members will include Mike
Q u i g l ey, deputy chief administrative officer; Ke n
Marroccoli, director of parks and recreation; Pratt
Reddy, director of public works; Emile Lafourcade,
public information director; Arletta Terrell, communi-
ty development director; Mary-Sharon How l a n d,

Administrative team
announced by Mayor Muniz

continued on page 30
continued on page 30

By TROY BROUSSARD

Some of them were taking the stage for the first time
to profess the oath that would transform them into public
officials, while others marked the continuation of political
journeys that had begun years before. The swearing in cer-
emony of Kenner’s mayor, chief of police, and council on
June 30 was, in some respects, an important milestone in
city history – one that a majority of voters apparently hope
will usher in a new era defined by cooperation and team
work for the public good.

The noon program at the Pontchartrain Center, which
followed an Inaugural Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church, was marked by a spirit of optimism for Kenner’s
future.

“People want to live here, because we have a great

quality of life.” Mayor Ed Muniz said. “Over the next few
years, Kenner will see new development and more people
returning to our city. During my time as mayor, I intend to
show that when government is run like a business it is a
source of pride for its citizens.”

Chief of Police Steve Caraway, who retired from the
KPD after 28 years to run for the position, indicated that
he was eager to resume his career in law enforcement.

“I am very excited about going back to work for the
citizens of Kenner, and we are going to hit the ground run-
ning,” Chief Caraway said. “We are prepared for this
year’s hurricane season with a comprehensive plan in
place. We are also focused on addressing issues facing the
city and metro area, such as problems with transients, to
ensure that there is not an increase in crime. I will take an
aggressive approach in continuing to make the streets of

Kenner safe.”
Kenner council at Large representatives sworn in

included Jeannie Black and Michele Branigan, wh o

Kenner ushers in new generation of city leadership

continued on page 30

Kenner’s new mayor, chief of police and council take the stage
at the city’s June 30 inauguration.

Former Chief of Police Nick Congemi administers the oath of
office to Kenner’s new Chief of Police Steve Caraway.
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By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner’s new mayor said he is in gener-
al agreement with the $59.1 million budget
proposed by former Mayor Phil Capitano,
which was recently approved by the outgo-
ing Kenner City Council.

“I have a few concerns but am general-
ly in agreement with the 2006-07 budget,”
said Mayor Edmond Muniz. In addition to
the $59.1 million operating budget, the

council also approved former Mayo r
Capitano’s recommendation for a $3.9 mil-
lion capital budget, mostly funded by tax
revenues from the Treasure Chest Casino.

Mayor Muniz said he has some con-
cerns about the $800,000 added by the city
council to allow the Kenner Po l i c e
Department to hire 16 additional police
officers, to replace officers who left the
department following Hurricane Katrina.
Muniz said he is hopeful projections that

increased sales tax revenues – generated by
the rebuilding boom after Hurr i c a n e
Katrina – will cover the costs of adding
additional police to the KPD roster.

The new mayor said he’s also con-
cerned about a five-year grant engineered
by the Capitano administration to fund the
hiring of 21 additional firefighters. The
federal grant covers 90 percent of the costs
the first year and declining percentages of
the costs of the firefighters’ salaries and
benefits each succeeding year and expires
completely after five years.

“Who can say what the financial condi-
tion of the city will be five years from
now?” asked Muniz. “I’m not sure that I
would have gone for that deal. I’m certain-
ly not opposed to adding firefighters and
reducing fire insurance rates for property
owners. But, I don’t know anyone who has
a crystal ball that will tell them whether the
city of Kenner will be able to fund the
salaries and benefits of those firefighters in
2011. I hope the answer is `yes’ but there
are certainly no guarantees.” !

Mayor Muniz generally pleased with council’s budget, concerned about fire department grant

Government! !

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433       Wireless Internet

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”

The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

Home of the Famous Laketown Burger!
— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

OPEN DAILY 11:00 AM - 8:00 AM
FOOD SERVICE

11:00 AM - 8:00 AM On June 13 the city of Ke n n e r
announced the completion of $1.3 million
improvements to Laketown, a project that
was delayed due to Hurricane Katrina.

Among the new amenities are a new
paved parking lot for boat trailers, three
shelters, picnic tables, landscaping and a
new irrigation system. The development is
part of the ongoing “Project Blueprint”
master plan, which includes citywide infra-
s t ructure upgrades including eve ry t h i n g
from roads and bridges to beautification
projects. The original plans were altered by
the Capitano administration to include over
ten acres of green space adjacent to the
parking lot.

At the dedication ceremony, Phil
Capitano, the mayor of Kenner at that time,
said, “Laketown is such a huge attraction
for locals and visitors alike. It was impor-
tant to continue progressing on this, even
after Katrina hit. Now that it is complete, it

will greatly enhance Kenner’s ability to
attract families, recreational fishermen and
boaters who want a safe, convenient place
to enjoy Lake Pontchartrain.” !

Laketown improvements
completed in June

As the result of a special one-time con-
gressional appropriation, the Louisiana
Commission on Law Enforcement and
Administration of Criminal Justice award-
ed a $436,414 grant on May 31 to the
Kenner Police Department through the
H u rricane Katrina/Rita Criminal Justice
I n f r a s t ructure Recove ry Funds progr a m .
The grant program provides funding for
criminal justice agencies in hurr i c a n e
affected areas to help them replace any per-
sonnel or equipment lost as a result of
H u rricanes Katrina and Rita. Locally,
d e p a rtments in New Orleans and in
Plaquemines Parish also received portions
of the grant as well.

Then Kenner Police Chief-elect Steve
Caraway, Major Tommy Powell, Captain
Ronald Coupel, Lieutenant Carl Lemoine,
Michael Sigur and Sal Lejarza, as well as
then Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi
attended a signing ceremony awarding the
funds to the KPD. They were joined by

Louisiana Commission on Law
Enforcement Executive Director Michael
Ranatza and Jim Letten, U.S. Attorney for
the Eastern District of Louisiana. The KPD
will administer the grant.

The KPD applied for these funds to
replace police officers, correctional peace
officers and communications officers who
were displaced and relocated elsewhere as
a result of Hurricane Katrina. The grant
runs for a period of two years from June 1,
2006, through May 31, 2008, and the
department will be reimbursed for the sum
once it has expended the total amount of
the grant.

Congemi said that he believes this
funding will assist the department in hiring
the necessary personnel to combat the
region’s upsurge in violent crime. As a
result of Katrina, the KPD reportedly lost
15 officers and eight other officers who
worked primarily either at the Kenner jail
or in communications. !

State grants Kenner Police $436,414
in hurricane recovery funds

New shelters and land-
scaping are some of the
improvements complet-
ed at Laketown in
recent months.
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By ALLAN KATZ

If the outcome of the 2006 Kenner elec-
tions were reduced to a single thought, it
would be “stop the fighting and wo r k
together. Politics is less important than a
strong community.”

Kenner voters elected a new mayor and
a new police chief who said their top priori-
ties would include working well with others.
The voters also elected city council mem-
bers with a history of finding ways to solve
p r o blems rather than arguing endlessly
without any concrete results.

Since the election, all indications are
that the winners fully meant what they said
on the campaign trail.

Mayor Edmond Muniz has put together
a very strong administrative team. Muniz
likes people who work hard, and his team is
filled with folks who think that a 14 or 16-
hour day is just about right. Equally impor-

tant, Muniz is sending all the right signals to
Police Chief Steve Caraway, the seven mem-
bers of the city council and the business and
civic leadership.

“I’m open to discussion on everything,”
says Mayor Muniz. “I’m going to surround
myself with strong, knowledgeable people
and I’ll take their advice. Everyone who
knows me will tell you that anyone can
approach me anytime with an idea for mak-
ing the city better. I want my administration
to reflect the civic and business consensus
about growing and improving Kenner. We
are right now one of the great cities in the
Gulf South and I want us to be the very
best.”

In 17 years on the Jefferson Pa r i s h
Council, Muniz won a reputation for work-
ing well with others. He does have a temper
and will get in fights from time to time. But
his best quality may be that Muniz can have
a strong disagreement with someone at noon
and enjoy a friendly dinner with that same
person at 6 p.m. He doesn’t hold grudges
and he’d rather build something useful than
carry on a feud.

Police Chief Caraway is also a consen-
sus builder. He came up through the ranks of
the Kenner Police Department and has

excellent relationships with the officers who
will now be working for him. In time, he
would like to see the ranks of the KPD
increased from the current 175 to 200 offi-
cers. If that must be done incrementally, it’s
likely that Caraway will work cooperatively
with the mayor and the city council to get it
done. Like Muniz, Caraway is a person who
would rather work out solutions than carry
on a personal fight.

The Kenner City Council is looking
good. Councilmembers-at-large Jeannie
Black and Michele Branigan are reasonable
people who like to get things done. District
1 Councilman Marc Johnson and District 5
Councilman Kent Denapolis are prove n
consensus builders. Among the new faces,
District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni is ener-
getic and smart. District 3 Councilman Ben
Zahn and District 4 Councilwoman Maria
Defrancesch talked impressively about unity
and working together during their respective
campaigns.

I think Kenner is poised to move to a
new level of affluence, stability and eco-
nomic development in the next four years.
As the post-Hurricane Katrina rebuilding
reaches a crescendo with billions of federal
dollars flowing to South Louisiana, Kenner

is the logical beneficiary of increased prop-
erty values and economic development. The
development team of Bob Merrick and Greg
Clayton, who will be putting a retail jugger-
naut together on the former airport land, is
first-rate and visionary.

What can mess up these terr i f i c
prospects? For the last four years, the
Kenner city council has fought interminably
with the city’s mayors and police chief. It’s
all in the past now and it would be a waste
of time to recount who was right and who
was wrong. But the point is that the frac-
tious fighting wasted an incredible amount
of time and energy, producing nothing of
value unless you think that hot air is salable.

I’m certainly not suggesting there won’t
be disagreements in the coming years, some
of them very passionate and based on prin-
ciples. But disagreements can be on the
merits of ideas and not personal. The chal-
lenge of the next four years is for the mayor,
the police chief and the members of the city
council to be able to disagree and still be
friends. Another part of Kenner’s formula
for success is a civic and business consensus
on the city’s goals and initiatives. !

By JEFF CROUERE

“The opportunity was here to really trans-
form Louisiana. I think the governor and the
Legislature missed that opportunity.” — State
Representative Jim Tucker (R-New Orleans),
c o - c h a i rman of the Louisiana Republ i c a n
Legislative Delegation.

The three month legislative session is now
over and legislators and the Governor are busy
congratulating themselves for alleged accom-
plishments. Although the state did take some
significant steps forward, the ugly specter of
Louisiana “politics as usual” continued to
dominate the Legislature.

First, let’s review the good news. The leg-
islature did approve the Road Home plan
which will allow hurricane victims to receive
grants up to $150,000 for storm related dam-
ages. This will undoubtedly spur economic
activity and help many struggling neighbor-
hoods return to life.

The Governor did push through legisla-
tion to consolidate gove rnment in New
Orleans, reducing the number of assessors
from seven to one and combining the sheriffs,
court systems and clerks. This is a significant
step forward, but it still needs approval from
the voters before it becomes enacted.

R e f o rm minded legislators thwa rt e d

attempts to undermine the regional leve e
board created in the last special session. Now,
voters will have a chance to pass sweeping
changes in the system of boards supervising
maintenance of area levees.

Party primaries were approved for federal
elections starting in 2008 and the presidential
primary was moved up to mid-February to
give Louisiana a larger role in the national
election. Curr e n t ly, Louisiana is part of
“Super Tuesday” in March and is lost among
the large states that select delegates that day.

Unfortunately, the progress in the session
was coupled with significant defeats for
reform. Attempts to prevent legislators and
their family members from participating in
hurricane related contracts was defeated, in
fact it was not even debated. A bill to prohibit
legislators from receiving free tickets to sport-
ing and cultural events was also defeated. The
idea of public service seems foreign to some
legislators, who continue to view their posi-
tion as a way to enhance their personal wealth.
So, it is not surprising that the legislature
passed a bill to make the state of Louisiana
pay for the health insurance premiums of leg-
islators who leave office due to term limits or
other reasons.

While ethics legislation went nowhere this
session, it was business as usual for legislators
who restored $30 million in slush funds,
enabling “pet projects” in legislative districts
to be funded. This is especially disturbing
since legislative and rural slush funds were
finally eliminated in the special session after
Katrina. Now, with the state flush with extra
tax revenue and federal dollars, these wasteful

projects were restored.
In the waning hours of the session, State

R e p r e s e n t a t ive John Alario (D-We s t weg o )
was up to his old tricks, sneaking through a
provision that would create a special tax dis-
trict on the west bank to benefit a private golf
course. Such a bill is supposed to be adver-
tised in the local area (Jefferson Parish) before
being voted on by legislators; however due to
the last minute passage of Alario’s provision,
no notice was given. Some legislators were
unconcerned about Alario’s tactics, but State
R e p r e s e n t a t ive Peppi Bruneau (R-New
Orleans), said that “a court may think differ-
ently.”

Once again, legislation to ban cockfight-
ing failed in the House. Although this “sport”
has been criticized nationally and Louisiana is
one of only two states to allow this barbaric
practice, the strength of rural legislators on the
House Agriculture Committee was enough to
kill the bill.

In this session, all meaningful ethics leg-
islation fa i l e d, slush funds were restored,
cockfighting survived, but some reform did
occur, especially in regard to the government
s t ructure in Orleans Parish. Howeve r, the
biggest disappointment was the passage of the
huge state budget. In the session, a $26.7 bil-
lion budget was passed without major struc-
tural reform in the budget. For comparison, in
1995, the state budget was approximately $10
billion. So we have almost tripled the size of
government without any appreciable benefits
for the taxpayers. During this time of growth,
Louisiana has lost population and jobs and the

A session of missed opportunities

continued on page 15

Kenner outlook is bright as mayor, police chief and council talk about working together
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In striving for total transparency in how the city
operates, my administration will make a point of keep-
ing the pubic informed about city expenses, and will
stay accountable to you regarding how your tax dollars
are spent. I have been reviewing the city’s past practices
and have identified several ways that Kenner can save
immediately. For example, for the first time in many
years, most aspects of the city attorney’s office will be
brought in-house. This is an approach I am also taking
with other areas that have traditionally been performed
by outside consultants.

Our city does not exist in a vacuum – we must, by
necessity, establish common goals with those around
us. As we continue into hurricane season, I have met
with Fran Campbell, executive director of the East
Jefferson Levee District, who pledges full cooperation
in helping to keep Kenner’s defenses at their best. I have
spoken with Mayor Ray Nagin about the airport, and
have been assured that Kenner will have a good work-
ing relationship with New Orleans. I have also had sev-
eral meetings with Steve Caraway, our new chief of

police, and with members of our city council. I think
that we can accomplish great things together. As we all
work for the good of both our city and the metro area, I
can be counted on to follow my own history of consen-
sus building, and I will not hesitate to bring together
people to help resolve differences.

We have eve ry reason to be optimistic about
Kenner’s future. I want to continue the development of
Rivertown and Laketown, and I have a clear vision of
Kenner as one of the great quality-of-life centers in the
Gulf South. We will maximize Kenner’s retail potential
by putting every square foot of retail space into the mar-
ketplace. Kenner will further benefit from the develop-
ment of the airport land currently in development. I will
also make it a priority to address infrastructure needs,
such as keeping our streets from flooding.

It’s time to bring pride back to Kenner. Please know
that I welcome your ideas and input as we move for-
ward in building the city’s future together. If ever I can
be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at
468-7240. !

A new day for Kenner
Government! !

By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor

I would like to begin by thanking you, the citizens of Kenner,
for providing me with the opportunity to serve you as mayor – it is
perhaps the finest compliment that I have ever received. I will do
everything in my power to reward your trust by helping our city
reach its full potential.

Throughout my career of service to both Kenner and Jefferson
Parish, I have always made it my mission to conduct the public’s
business with honesty, integrity, total transparency, and in a spirit
of team work with the other representatives that you have placed in
office. In electing me as your mayor, you have once again given me
an overwhelming mandate to bring this same approach to city gov-
ernment. I can assure you that unity and communication will serve
as cornerstones of my administration.

As with any business, success ultimately depends on the
strength of the people on your team. I have already completed the
first phase of my transition into office, working ahead of my inau-
guration to put into place a group of professionals who will work
with me to make all aspects of city hall more efficient. The mem-
bers of my administration all have proven track records of success
and ability which will enable us to hit the ground running. By STEVE CARAWAY

Kenner Police Chief

I would like to thank the
people of Kenner for
choosing me to serve as
your chief of police. I am
honored, and I cannot begin
to tell you how excited I
am. You have given me the
honor of protecting our city,
and the opportunity to lead
the fine men and women of
the Kenner Po l i c e

Department. This is truly a dream come true.
I will do everything in my power to ensure that our

city continues to be one of the safest communities in
the nation. There will always be challenges, but I want
to assure you that your police department is ready to
meet them.

Since Hurricane Katrina our area has seen a large
influx of people, and as a result, it is more important
than ever to be mindful of your surroundings. By organ-
izing a Neighborhood Watch group in your area, you
can help the KPD keep our community safe.

One of our goals this year is to organize more
Neighborhood Watch groups in Kenner than eve r
before. The “National Night Out Against Crime,” which
has been a tremendous success in Kenner, is a great
first step in starting your own Neighborhood Watch
group. It is an event that started in 1984 with 2.5 mil-
lion people in 23 states, and has now grown to an amaz-
ing 34 million people from all 50 states. It is easy to
participate in and it really does produce results.

On Sunday, July 30, 2006, come out and help the
KPD give crime and drugs a going away part y.
Everyone is invited to the seventh annual “National
Night Out Against Crime” kick-off party, from 3:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m., at the Treasure Chest Casino. The
kick-off party precedes the 23rd annual “National
Night Out Against Crime,” which will take place on

Tuesday, August 1, beginning at 6:30 p.m. As always,
there will be exciting entertainment, children’s activi-
ties, various displays and demonstrations by law
enforcement professionals, live music, and great food –
all free!

Over 30 law enforcement agencies at the local,
state, and federal levels from southeastern Louisiana
will be present to showcase their state-of-the-art tech-
nology. You will have a unique opportunity to see an
impressive assortment of law enforcement vehicles and
equipment used for rescue and response. While you are
there, be sure to tour the KPD’s Mobile Command
Center and S.W.A.T. van. The K-9 unit will also be
present for a special demonstration.

Representatives in every area of law enforcement
will be on hand to talk with you. This is an excellent
chance for young people who are considering a law
enforcement career to have their questions answered by
experts in each field, and find out what their jobs are all
about. It is also a great time for citizens and officials to
interact, and to discuss important issues in our commu-
nity.

Having the opportunity to meet so many great peo-
ple is what makes the kick-off party one of the most
memorable events of the year. I look forward to hearing
the concerns and ideas citizens have, and discussing the
many ways we can work together to fight crime.
Through this event, you can learn about many innova-
tive programs that are available to you, such as the Rape
Aggression Defense course (R.A.D.) and the Citizen’s
Police Academy.

Programs like these empower you to take a stand
against crime and help others to do the same. This is
exactly what the kick-off party and “National Night Out
Against Crime” are all about – building neighborhood
spirit and awareness. The “National Night Out Against
Crime” is held every August, but why wait all year to
throw a party? You can organize a block party any time
you wish as part of an active Neighborhood Watch group.
Call the Community Relations Division at 712-2294 to

“National Night Out Against Crime”
kick-off set for July 30

continued on page 9
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By KEITH CHIRO
Kenner Inspections and 
Code Enforcement Director

The Kenner Inspections and Code
Enforcement Department is a very diverse
organization with many sections. It consists
of code enforcement inspectors, building
inspectors, the brake tag station, animal
control officers as well as a humane sec-
tion, an occupational license section, build-
ing permits division, and administration.

The brake tag station and the taxi cab
bureau are located at 1904 24th Street.
Their phone number is 468-4075. The sta-
tion hours of operation are Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. until
4:25 p.m., and on Tuesday and Thursday
from 8:30 a.m. until 6:25 p.m. On the last
Saturday of the month, excluding holidays,
the brake tag station is open from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:25 p.m. The station manager is Joe
Fontenot.

The other sections of the Code

Enforcement Department are located on the
first floor of Building B at 2000 18th
Street, and the hours of operation are
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m.

The animal control officers enforce the
city of Kenner’s humane ordinances. Their
phone number is 468-7503.

The code enforcement inspectors,
under the supervision of Tommy Sivori,
Inspector II, respond to citizens’ c o m-
plaints and enforce code violations.

The building inspectors (plumbing,
electrical, mechanical and building) inspect
any permitted construction in Kenner. The
occupational license section is responsible
for the issuance and collection of fees for
all businesses including home-based busi-
nesses operating in the city.

The building permit section is responsi-
ble for processing permit applications for
building construction and renova t i o n s ,
business signs, demolitions of structures,
garage sales, etc. Illona Matar is the office
manager. Her phone number is 468-4062.
This section also distributes rat poison free
of charge to residents. Our communica-
tions/data center dispatches complaints and
assignments to building inspectors, code
enforcement inspectors and animal control
officers. Their phone number is 468-7503.

T h ey process and record citizen com-
plaints, maintain and update property data
files and maintain files relative to all statis-
tical data compiled in the department.

The administration section, supervised
by Assistant Director Missy Heyl, handles
the day-to-day operations of the depart-
ment. Her phone number is 468-7504.

The Code Enforcement Department is
also responsible for the information desk in
Kenner City Hall. For general information,

call this desk at 468-7200.
If you have any other questions or com-

ments concerning the Code Enforcement
Department, we can be contacted by mail at
2000 18th Street, Building B, Room #101,
Kenner, LA 70062, or by fax at 468-4097.
We can also be reached via email at
iced@kenner.la.us. For more information,
please visit us on the Kenner website at
www.kenner.la.us. !

Who to call in Kenner’s Inspections and Code Enforcement Department

Government! !

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine

Charles P. Murphy, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon

Director, Orthopedic Center
Board Certified

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon

Board Certified

Luis M. Espinoza, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon

Board Certified

Kenner
&

Metairie
Locations

Now Open!
Drs. Murphy, Lyons and Espinoza are Orthopedic Surgeons/Sports Specialists. They serve as the Orthopedic
Consultants for the Washington Nationals AAA/New Orleans Zephyrs. The Orthopedic Center is well recog-
nized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in arthroscopic surgery of the shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care. They have repaired
injuries in professional athletes, weekend warriors and folks who just have  trouble getting around. The goal
is always the same, to restore maximum function to a complex machine, the human body.

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY

27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Landscaping as usual…
WE ARE REBUILT!

We are open for business and hope
our old friends will come and see us.
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By TROY BROUSSARD

Adding to the changing landscape of a Kenner gov-
ernment that includes the transition to a new mayor,
chief of police, and city council, July will also witness

the subtle but significant
d e p a rture of a we l l -
respected long-serv i n g
city employee. In com-
pleting a career that has
spanned 28 years, Kenner
Chief A d m i n i s t r a t ive
Officer Carol Luna leaves
behind a life of publ i c
service that has spanned
an unprecedented era in
the city’s growth.

Luna, who first came
to work for Kenner in 1978 under Mayor Joe Yenni’s
administration, has consistently held the confidence of
the city’s chief executives, as evidenced by her track
record of advancement over nearly three decades. By
her own account, however, Luna says that her former
bosses always saw more in her than she saw in herself.

“Every time that they wanted to promote me, I
always went kicking and screaming,” Luna recalls.
“But I always ended up loving it afterwards.”

From her starting position as nighttime secretary
for the Recreation and Humane Department, Luna
soon moved and took over the daytime hours of the
same job. At that time Community Service Director
Roy Brondum sought to tap Luna’s talents for his
department. After the interim appointment of Nick
Nicolosi in 1987 following Brondum’s death in 1986,
Luna would take the helm of directorship for the
Community Services Department in 1988. She would

remain there for ten years until the creation of a deputy
chief administrative officer position by former Mayor
Louis Congemi.

Luna said that after former CAO Charlotte Burnell
left for the private sector, she would assist Mayor
Congemi’s office by pitching in with others to perform
those same duties. It was a job she did so well that
Congemi brought Luna on board as Deputy CAO in
1998, a position she has held ever since.

When asked what she will miss most about her
work at city hall, Luna doesn’t hesitate to answer. “I
will miss working with the people the most. I’ve had
the privilege of working with wonderful individuals,
from mayors to co-workers like Nick Nicolosi and Roy
Brondum, and even the consultants.”

Luna, however, is also quick to point out her least
favorite part of the job – hurricane season.

Through the years, Luna has won the respect of her
colleagues and she was recently acknowledged as
city’s hall’s “Unsung Hero” for February in the Kenner
Star.

“Everyone admires her incredible work ethic,” one
worker recalled. “It isn’t unusual to find Carol at her
desk at city hall at eight o’clock on a Sunday night,
either catching up with her work or preparing for a
Monday morning meeting.”

So what does one do following a successful career
helping manage Louisiana’s sixth largest city?

“I’m looking forward to spending time with my
grandchildren,” Luna said. “I’m going to be a full time
‘Mimi.’”

The city will still have the benefit of her expertise
though, even if it is only on a volunteer basis. Luna
says that she plans on staying active through groups
that are close to her heart, such as the Friends of
Rivertown. !

Familiar face at Kenner City Hall
retires from public service

4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

Tuesday & Saturday  10-6
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday  10-7

Fleur de
lis

items
available

Selected
Summer
items

25-50%
Off

WE CAN HELP!
We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.

Home Computer Slow?

VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS

HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS

SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR &
UPGRADES

DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

616-8030

• 24 years experience counseling 
individual clients and small businesses

• Real Estate Closings and Property Law
• Successions, Wills, and Family Law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
Rated by peers as having highest professional and ethical standards.

www.martindalehubbel.com

Bronzed Tanning Salon

ONE FREE TAN
4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 207, Kenner • 712-8067

Monday - Saturday  10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday  11:00 am - 6:00 pm

Bronzed Tanning Salon
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

(BED TANNING ONLY)

UV-FREE
Airbrush Tanning

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

Community! !

Carol Luna

By TROY BROUSSARD

For over 15 years, his department kept the city of
Kenner well stocked with everything from rubber
bands to heavy equipment as well as bidding all capi-

tal projects. In May,
Charlie Sulzer, the city’s
first and only purchasing
director since the depart-
ment was created by for-
mer Mayor A a r o n
Broussard, retired from a
job that included ensuring
that tax payers received
the best value for their
dollar at city hall.

Sulzer said that he
was proud of the neces-

sary role that his department played in keeping local
government functioning.

“The purchasing department is a support and serv-
ice team for the acquisition of supplies, inventory, and
equipment needs for all of the city’s administrative
departments,” Sulzer described.

Sulzer, who served under three city administra-
tions, says that it was a pleasure to do his job day in
and day out.

“I enjoyed servicing the needs of the various
departments, and I especially appreciate those that I
have worked with over the years. I am going to miss
them.”

In more recent years, under Sulzer’s directorship,
potential city vendors saw the bid process modernized
and streamlined by posting letter and sealed bids on
the city’s web site. His department also took other
measures to centralize the purchasing process online.

Sulzer said that his plans for the immediate future
include traveling with his wife, fishing, spending time
with 12 grandchildren, pursuing an interest in wood-
working, and restoring his home, which was damaged
by Hurricane Katrina. !

City’s first purchasing department director retires

Charley Sulzer

The general membership meeting of Citizens For
A Safer Jefferson will be held on Monday, July 10 at
7:00 p.m. at the Balcony, which is located at 4738
Utica Street in Metairie. The public is invited to
attend.

For any questions about the organization or the
meeting, call Tony Ligi at 455-7974. !

Citizens For A Safer Jefferson
to hold July meeting
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By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Finance Director Duke
McConnell has been singled out by his col-
leagues as Kenner’s “Unsung Hero” for the

month of July.
One of his

c o - wo r k e r s
s a i d, “I think
people outside
of city govern-
ment really
d o n ’t under-
stand how
d e d i c a t e d
some publ i c
employees are
and how much

many of us individually love our work. Duke,
who has served for 18 years in city govern-
ment, is a wonderful example of the best of
us. He never takes a vacation, never calls in
sick and considers it a luxury to take one day
a year to go fishing. Duke can be found at
city hall on holidays, weekends and after
everyone else has left for the day. We joke
that he can’t leave because he’s chained to
his desk. But the truth is some people truly
love working in government. Duke is the best
and brightest of that dedicated group.”

Another of his colleagues admires
McConnell for his approachability. “Duke
really knows his stuff and a lot of people
blessed with his abilities would really rub it
in for those of us who aren’t as smart as he
is,” says another co-worker. “But Duke real-
ly has the mentality of a teacher, a very nice
and patient teacher. Anyone can approach
Duke with a question. He will take hours to
explain the answer for us. If we don’t under-
stand, he’ll try other ways to explain it until
we get it. Duke knows so much about the city
budget and how it’s put together that he
could just blow the rest of us away with his
knowledge, but he never does that. He is one
of the nicest, most patient people I’ve ever
worked with. He is a humble person, when
someone else who possessed his level of
knowledge might very well be arrogant. But,
there is no shred of arrogance in Duke’s
soul.”

McConnell’s co-workers agree that he is
one of the most congenial, dedicated and tal-
ented workers in city government. They also
say he is one of those rare individuals who
shares his knowledge and helps others in a
way that makes everyone in the Finance
Department a better, smarter worker.

McConnell will continue in his position
in Mayor Muniz’s administration. !

!

Duke McConnell

Duke McConnell is city
hall’s “Unsung Hero”

Community! !

MLF

Melchers Law Firm
Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner

(504) 467-1092

We listen, we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

By TROY BROUSSARD 

Local author Jimmie Martinez is no
stranger to the power of the pen. In the
1990s, his expertise was tapped to help
draft a proposal for the group of business-
men who would ultimately come to hold
the license for the only land-based casino in
the state. Over the past few years, Martinez
has used his life experience in the gaming
industry as background material for his
first published novel, The Battle For New
Orleans – The Casino Wars, which recently
became ava i l a ble for sale last month

through online outlets including
Amazon.com and Barnes and Noble.com.

Set against the backdrop of a post-
Katrina New Orleans, Battle tells the fic-
tional story of Napoleon Lopez, who is
attempting against great odds to bring the
first land-based casino to the city. The
struggle that ensues brings him head to
head with a powerful Las Vegas gaming
empire, a retired mob boss, the local press
and even his Cajun grandmother.

“The experience of seeing my fi r s t
book in print is one that I will never forget,”
Martinez said. !

Kenner author pens and publishes
New Orleans novel

start one in your neighborhood, and we will
send officers to visit your block party on
August 1.

You can celebrate the “National Night
Out Against Crime” in a variety of ways,
such as having a block party, a cookout,
flashlight walks, or by sitting on your front
porch with your lights on – a symbol that
has become a tradition over the years. Your
participation will have a positive impact on
your neighborhood and help increase
awareness throughout the streets of Kenner.

I hope to see you and your family at the
kick-off party on July 30 at the Treasure
Chest Casino. Together we will take a stand
against crime, experience a great event, and
get ready for the “National Night Out
Against Crime.” This is something that is a
true show of unity in Kenner, and through-
out the nation as well. Join me in spending
the evening outside on August 1.

If you are interested in learning more
about the kick-off party, registering your
block party, or starting a Neighborhood
Watch group, contact the Community
Relations Division at 712-2294 or visit
www.kennerpd.com to learn more. !

NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME
(continued from page 6)

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5
465-9590

SINCE 1985
H A I R  S T U D I O  &  S A L O N

New Orleans Magazine
Leading Business Woman of the Week in June

Pam Georgy

First business to open in Kenner after Katrina
Kenner Policeman, National Guardsman and members of Red

Cross benefited from free hair cuts right after the storm.
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Community! !

Councilmen Stagni, Denapolis disagree over split of $1.4 million from airport land buyout
By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Councilmen Joe Stagni and
Kent Denapolis are having a gentlemanly,
civil disagreement over how $1.4 million

realized by the city of Kenner from the sale
of airport land ought to be allocated.

Under discussion is $1.4 million in
street right of way fees paid to Kenner by
d evelopers Greg Clayton and Robert

Merrick as part of the purchase price of a
26-acre tract of once-residential neighbor-
hoods. The land was bought out years ago
by the A rmstrong International A i rp o rt
because airplane noise made residential liv-
ing impossible.

But the huge Home Depot development
envisioned by Clayton and Merrick will be
impervious to airplane noises and will be
one of the biggest and best shopping cen-
ters in metro New Orleans.

Stagni says that the $1.4 million should
be entirely allocated to District 2 because
that’s the area of the city that will bear the
impact of the huge construction project that
will create the Home Depot shopping cen-
ter. Stagni notes that the old sections of
Kenner, like Districts 1 and 2, still are con-
nected by the asphalt streets constructed by
the city back in the 1940s and 50s.
Councilman Stagni says that, for example,
to turn Clay Street from asphalt to cement
with curbs, sidewalks and modern drainage
will cost more than the $1.4 million street
right of way fee.

But Denapolis says that the fee should
be divided, with $700,000 going to District
2 and the rest split between the city’s other
districts. “The entire city has been impact-
ed by the airport buyout which has taken
that land out commerce for more than a
decade,” said Denapolis. “The street right
of way fees should benefit every part of

Kenner.”
Stagni says what is being lost in this

discussion is that all of Kenner is going to
benefit greatly from property and sales
taxes generated by the Home Depot devel-
opment.

“ We need the $1.4 million to help
District 2 absorb the impacts of this long-
awaited, very desirable development,” says
Stagni. “One day in the not-too-distant
future, this Greg Clayton-Robert Merrick
project is going to be appraised for close to
$1 billion. It will be one of the best new
shopping developments in the Gulf South.
The sales and property taxes benefits will
be terrific and will help every district in
Kenner. District 2 desperately needs that
$1.4 million so we can start modernizing an
infrastructure that is basically a half-centu-
ry old and vastly inferior to the infrastruc-
ture that was created in north Kenner in the
1980s, 90s and the beginning of the 21st
Century.”

The Kenner council voted 6-0 in favor
of Councilman Stagni’s motion to allocate
the $1.4 million to District 2 infrastructure.
But Councilman Denapolis only vo t e d
“for” so that under parliamentary rules he
can later ask that the question be reconsid-
ered.

“All I want is what is fair for all five
districts,” said Denapolis. !

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s

Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

Mickey King
Renovation Specialist

504-830-3528

Susan Vrbaskovich
Reverse Mortgage

504-830-3527

Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist

504-830-3531

Janie Blackmon
Home Mortgage Consultant

504-830-3532

John Tomba
Home Mortgage Consultant

504-830-3530

Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant

504-830-3533

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602  •  Metairie, LA  70002

be a one-stop shop for investors and business
people who need permits and approvals.”

At the same time, Muniz said he wants to
strengthen Ke n n e r ’s neighborhoods by
improving streets and drainage. “Residential
and commercial developments in Kenner are
not in conflict,” said Mayor Muniz. “Kenner
is one of the best places to live in the Gulf
South with excellent city services, an out-
standing police department and fire depart-
ment, good schools and a real sense of com-
munity,” the mayor said. “The way to build
on that is to keep our neighborhoods strong.”

Muniz also said he thinks for Rivertown
to achieve its full potential, a new high-rise
residential component should be considered.
“Every city in America with a river view has
seen the development of high-rise condo-
minium structures overlooking their rivers,”
said Mayor Muniz. “When I look at
LaSalle’s Landing, I think about the potential

of a first-class condominium – much like
One River Place in New Orleans – overlook-
ing the Mississippi River. If we can develop
a residential component in Rivertown, it will
have the same effect on property values and
business as the condominiums that have
flourished in the Warehouse District in New
Orleans. At the moment, this is just an idea I
have. I don’t have any investors lined up who
share my vision yet. But I think it’s feasible
and I’m going to be seeking a developer who
agrees with me that Kenner’s view of the
Mississippi River has unlimited potential for
residential and business development.”

Mayor Muniz also said one of his key
goals is the development of a first-class soc-
cer field in Kenner. “The Hispanic commu-
nity asked me for that and this administra-
tion will produce for them. I’ve told our new
director of recreation, Ken Marroccoli, that
is a top priority. I want us to have the best
soccer facilities in the region. I’m looking
forward to cutting that ribbon.” !

$1.5 MILLION SAVINGS
(continued from page 1)

" CITY OF KENNER
HOTLINE
Call 468-7200
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Government! !

Fighting for Louisiana’s fair share

By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s First Congressional District

For more than 50 years, Louisiana has
been fighting with the federal government
for a fair share of the energy royalties pro-
duced off our coast. And for 50 years, the
federal government has refused to give our
state its fair share. This is about to change.

On Thursday, June 29, 2006, the House
of Representatives passed a bill I intro-
duced to provide Louisiana with the fund-
ing that we generate each and every year.
This bill, H.R. 4761, is a huge step for
Louisiana, and will provide us with bil-
lions of dollars to restore our coastline,
increase our flood protection, and improve
our infrastructure.

This legislation has been the number
one priority on my legislative agenda this
year. It will bring Louisiana approximately
$9 billion for the state in the first 10 years
of the program. With the adoption of my
legislation, Louisiana will finally receive
an equitable share of the royalties we gen-
erate amounting to $2 billion a year once
fully implemented.

In Louisiana, energy exploration has
been a part of Louisiana’s culture for more
several decades. Generations of families
h ave based their livelihood around the
industry, but unlike states such as New
Mexico, our state receives virtually no rev-
enue from oil drilled on the federal lands
next to or within our state. Louisiana gen-
erates between $5 and $7 billion in oil rev-
enue per year, yet receives less than one
percent of that money. I believe that our
state is worthy of the same considerations
given to other energy producing states.

Our commitment to the nation’s energy
supply has come at the cost of our coastline
and our waterways, with little or no com-
pensation. We are not asking for repay-
ment, just our fair share going forward.
Coastal erosion has also left deep scars on
the coastline of Louisiana, causing the loss
of more than 30 miles of coastline each

year. This damage will cost more than $14
billion to permanently repair. The royalties
generated by my bill will be a permanent
source of funding to address the problem
of coastal erosion and provide more com-
prehensive hurricane protection for our
state.

Since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit
our coast, the federal government has spent
tens of billions of dollars to rebuild our
state. My legislation will alleviate some of
our dependence on the federal government
in the wake of future disasters by providing
funding that would allow Louisiana to pre-
pare for future disasters and mitigate the
damage if a tragedy of this scope should
happen again.

Not only will my bill help our state, but
it will also help lower energy prices
throughout the country by decreasing our
dependence on foreign sources of energy.
With the price of oil and gas near record
highs, we must work to alleviate the burden
placed on Louisiana families trying to
make ends meet. Our dependence on for-
eign sources of oil and gas continues to
allow events thousands of miles away to
cause a spike in the price of natural gas and
oil. It is irr e s p o n s i ble to allow other
nations to use fuel prices as a weapon
a gainst us, when we have untapped
resources within 200 miles of our shores
and within our oil shale and tar sands.

Louisiana has been given a rare oppor-
tunity to rebuild our state, an opportunity
to rebuild stronger than we were prior to
the storms that destroyed a large portion of
our coast. We have felt the impacts of oil
production for decades in our state. This
share of revenues is rightly Louisiana’s
money, and my bill ensures that it stays
here.

Congressman Bobby Jindal is a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives repre-
senting the First Congressional District
and sits on the House Resources
Committee. !

Congressman Bobby Jindal is a mem-
ber of the United States House of
R e p resentatives re p resenting the Fi rs t
C o n g ressional District and sits on the
House Resources Committee.
C o n g ressman Jindal’s district cov e rs
Je ffe rson, Orleans, St. Charles, St.

Ta m m a ny, Tangipahoa and Wa s h i n g t o n
parishes. Congressman Jindal has a local
office at 3525 North Causeway Boulevard,
Suite 1020 in Metairie and in Washington,

D.C. He can be reached at 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to
C o n g ressman Jindal dire c t ly at
www.Jindal.house.gov.

2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA  70065
468-3237

LUNCH AND DINNER
Sunday - Thursday 

11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Café and 
George Messina of Messina’s Restaurant

OpenDaily

The Kenner Professional Wo m e n ’s
Association meeting will be held on
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 at the Radisson New
Orleans A i rp o rt Hotel located at 2150
Veterans Boulevard in Kenner. Networking
begins at 11:30 followed by lunch at noon.
Advance reservations are required and can
be made by calling 962-3930. The deadline
for reservations is noon on Friday, July 14,
2006.

Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District
United States Congressman Bobby Jindal
will be the guest speaker for the KPWA’s
August general membership meeting at
noon on August 15, 2006. Individual tickets
are $30 or tables of eight for companies or
organizations can be purchased for $225.
Reservations can be made by calling 388-
8891 no later than August 1, 2006. !

STEINHAUER PRODUCTIONS
MUSIC  • CLOGGERS

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
2OO BOOTHS

Huge Arts & Crafts Show

Pontchartrain Center • Williams Blvd., Kenner
$5.00 Admission • Children 12 and under FREE • FREE PARKING

July 15 & 16  • Sat. & Sun. 10 am-5

We’re
Back!

Christmas
Items

Dolls
Wood Crafts

Baskets
Stained

Wearables
Leather

Victorian
Pottery
Jewelry
Painting

Jindal to speak at KPWA August meeting
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Fitness! !

Warming up…cooling down…and why we need to do both

By YVETTE DUSSOUY

Trouble getting to your workout today?
Tight schedule? Traffic?

These things happen to all of us. They are

unavoidable, and understandable. If you’re
only a couple minutes late, start your workout
by using gentle, low impact movements to
warm up. If your body did not get the neces-
sary warm up to prepare it for your workout,
you may even want to do all or most of it with
the low impact modifications in order to pre-
vent injury.

Doctor appointment? Have to pick up
your kids? Need to put dinner on the table?

Sometimes you have to cut your workout

short, but it’s certainly better than not work-
ing out at all. If you have to leave during the
aerobic portion, be sure to slow down first
and do low impact, lower intensity moves to
help lower your heart rate. Make sure you are
in the light to very light range of perceived
exertion (under 60 percent of your maximum
heart rate) before you stop. If you find your-
self quitting during your resistance training,
don’t just stop. Remember to take a minute to
stretch the muscles you just worked.

Your workouts should be designed for
easy completion and should be developed to
meet the ACSM guidelines for safe and effec-
tive exercise. Refer to my May column on
page 14 in the Kenner Star at www.kenner-
star.com to find these guidelines.
Benefits of warming up

Increases body temperature, warms spe-
cific muscles and joints, decreases stress on
the heart, decreases the risk for heart attack,
increases the breathing rate to supply the
body with needed oxygen, prepares the body
for the unexpected, eases the body into more
intense activity.
Benefits of cooling down

Removes lactic acid and other by-prod-
ucts from muscles, lowers the heart rate,
keeps blood from pooling, stretches muscles
used in exercise to prevent stiffness and pain

and increases flexibility and preve n t s
injuries.
Remember

Physical activity has been proven to be
beneficial to your health; but if you’re side-
lined due to an injury, you won’t be able to
reap any of the healthful benefits. Ta ke
advantage of the first and last few minutes of
workout to ensure a safe, pain-free exercise.
If, on occasion, you find yourself arriving
late or leaving early, an abbreviated workout
is better than no workout – as long as you are
responsible for taking the time to warm up
and cool down. !

Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor for
over 15 years, has owned and operated the
Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center located at
3729 Williams Boulevard for over 12 years.
Dussouy was awarded Pacesetter Elite status
by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past seven years.
Dussouy can be reached at 443-6666 or
j a z s p o t @ a o l . c o m . The Kenner Ja z z e rc i s e
Center has classes early morning, morning,
afternoon, evenings and weekends – some
i n clude ch i l d c a re. This class sch e d u l e
includes classes for the overweight through
the very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

By LINDA R. MARTIN

An option
often ove r-
l o o ked by
those desiring
home ow n e r-
ship is pur-
chasing a con-
dominium or
condo. T h e
t r a d i t i o n a l
detached sin-
gle fa m i ly

home is not the ideal situation for every-
one. For those just starting out, affordabili-
ty may be an issue. An empty nester may
want to downsize and not have the hassles
of yard work and other maintenance. Or it
can simply be that the traditional family
home doesn’t suit your lifestyle.

When you own a condo, you own the
title to the space within the walls of your
living quarters. Common areas such as
hallways, roofs, parking lots, green areas
and pools are shared with the other owners
in the complex. The more common type of
condo is the apartment-style, in which you
may have units on either side of you and
above and/or below. However, there are
other styles. There are units that are
designed more like town homes, with sin-

gle or multiple levels and one or two com-
mon walls with neighbors. You may even
find a condo in a building that was a multi-
unit apartment converted to condo units.

Condos are attractive to many because
they offer buyers a chance to own their res-
idence and build equity at what is usually a
lower cost than a single-family detached
home. Of course there are exceptions, such
as the luxurious condominiums that many
developers are building downtown and in
affluent neighborhoods.

One factor to consider is that condo-
minium owners generally must pay a condo
association fee monthly. These fees defray
the cost of maintenance, repairs and
u p grades to the community’s common
areas, as well as the cost for the services of
a property management company.

However, if you would rather spend
your free time doing something besides
mowing the lawn, painting the outside of
your home or waiting at home for the pool
maintenance person, then a condo may be
for you. 

Other advantages of owning a condo
are the amenities that may be part of your
complex such as a pool, tennis courts, fit-
ness center or clubhouse. These are some of
the perks you might not be able to afford or
even have room for if you were to purchase

Is Your Smile
Hurricane Prepared?

Family Dentistry
Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III

Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
Dr. Joseph Simone

4420 Conlin St., Suite 204
Metairie, LA  70006

If you take advantage of our $99 new patient
special, you'll know if you have any unknown
dental surprises. It includes a Comprehen-
sive Examination, Complete Set of X-rays,
Diagnostic Photos, and Adult Teeth Cleaning.*
And with our one visit porcelain crowns, you
won't have to worry about being in a tempo-
rary while being evacuated. Call 456-0964
TODAY, before the season gets active! This
offer expires August 15th and is limited to the
first 42 people.

Real Estate! !

Why a condo may be right for you

continued on page 14
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By GLENN DOTTOLO

You often
hear the term
“good credit.”
But what is
“good credit”
and why do
you want it?

In rega r d
to loaning
money, lenders
want to know

today how you will handle things in the future.
Specifically, lenders want assurance that if
you are loaned money now, you will repay it in
the future. Almost as important, they want you
to repay as agreed upon without a lot of col-
lection calls – which people dislike receiving
as much as lenders dislike making.

Obviously the future is hard to predict,
but lenders have learned that there are several
indicators to look at which usually predict
what will happen if a loan is made. A few of
these indicators are character, ability to pay,
collateral, stability and references.

Character is the most important indicator
as well as the hardest to measure. From the
lender’s perspective, the best indicator they
can use with prospective borrowers having no
payment history to predict how or if the bor-
rower will pay is their credit score. A high
credit score means that the loan answer will
normally be “yes.” A low score can mean “no”
or possibly a “yes” but with a higher interest
rate. If the borrower has past loan experience
with the lender, that history is reviewed by the
lender. When times were tough did they pay?
If so, they will probably in the future. It is
important to remember that having problems
doesn’t disqualify you. Everyone has prob-
lems at some point, but it is how you handle
the problems that matters most to lenders.
Were you honest with the lender? Did you
hide? Or did you come in and level with your
lender and work out a revised plan?

One of the most important reasons to
bank with a local community bank is that
your banker will get to know you and will
help if times get tough. A big out-of-town
lender can’t be as flexible since they don’t
know you or your family and they have to
use formulas that work nationwide and
don’t take into account the intangibles that a
community bank will.

“Ability to repay” simply means that
you make enough money to pay the loan
back while being able to handle all of your
normal monthly expenses. This is when not
declaring your income for tax purposes can
come back to haunt you. For mortgage
loans, it is almost impossible to get a good
low-rate loan if you don’t declare all of your
income. Lenders can work with people with
low-declared income, but it does make the
lending process more difficult.

“Collateral” is your property that the
lender can sell if you don’t pay. No one
wants to get to this point, but lenders feel
much more protected if you have a real
asset that you are willing to pledge to secure
your loan. It also tends to keep you focused
on repayment if you have something to lose
if you don’t pay.

“Stability” is just what it seems. How
many years have you lived at the same
address? How long have you been at the
same job? How long have you been mar-
ried? Obviously younger borrowers are not
held to the same standard as older borrow-
ers, but if you move, change jobs or partners
every three months, lenders will have a
harder time qualifying you for a loan.

References. Do you know some local
folks that will vouch for you? Will your
employer say that you are a good worker
and have a good future with the company?
Have you repaid other loans on time and in
line with your agreed upon terms? All of
these things well help you get a loan on the
best terms.

Why do you want good credit? First,
without good credit you may not be able to
rent an apartment or secure a home mort-
gage. Second, if you want to buy something
that is more expensive than your cash on
hand, such as a car, you will need good
credit to qualify for the loan. Third, many
e m p l oyers check credit reports before
extending a job offer to prospective employ-
ees. If you have bad credit, you may not get
the job you want.

Finally, a lot of marketing promotions
are based upon having good credit. If you
have bad or no credit you will not even hear
about offers that might appeal to you.

Next month I will explain how to estab-
lish good credit. Parents, you will want to
pass this one on to your children, particular-
ly if they are headed off to college or start-
ing out in the work world. !

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two years
of full service banking to his customers.
Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank & Tr u s t ’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

Do you want good credit?
Banking! !

• Oil change
• Tire rotation
• Inspect brakes
• Inspect belts
• Inspect hoses
• Top off all fluids
• Check tire pressure
• Inspect tires including spare
• Switch to nitrogen inflation
• Replace windshield wiper blades
• Inspect exterior lights
• Inspect battery and exterior lights

$8995
Hurricane Evacuation

Preventive Maintenance Special

Cannot be used with any other offer
Expires 7/31/06

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

PER TIRE TO
SWITCH TO

NITROGEN AIR
INFLATION$5

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes • Air Conditioner
Work • Shocks • Struts • Brake Service • Batteries • Belts

• Hoses •Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injecion Cleaning

NASA, US Military, Boeing, Indy & Nascar
race teams all use nitrogen in their tires.

Expires 7/31/06

Children’s
Castle

501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on

Saturdays
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
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We celebrate our nation’s independence in
July, but will you be celebrating your own inde-
pendence? Retreats at the Cenacle can help you
to gain independence from the negatives in
your life through coming closer to Christ. To
learn more about the retreats, the presenters or
the Cenacle call 887-1420, 800-669-4095 or
visit www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie.htm.

July Retreats
July 7-9, 2006
Friday-Sunday
Experiencing God in our Daily Life and the
Eucharist
“Reflections on the life of Jesus and how
the Eucharist is a source of grace in our
lives.”

Presenter: Rev. Brian Zinnamon, S.J.

July 13-19, 2006
Thursday-Wednesday
Deep Calls unto Deep
“Deepen the contemplative dimension of
living life to the fullest through scripture,
poetry, and the writings of saints and mys-

tics.”
Presenter: Sr. Evelyn Jegen, r.c.

July 13-19, 2006
Thursday-Wednesday
In Christ All Things Are Possible
“How a Christ-centered and a church-cen-
tered approach to life can help us deal with
any obstacle that comes our way.”
Presenter: Rev. José Lavastida, S.T.D.

July 21-23, 2006
Friday-Sunday
Living the Eucharistic Life
“Based on Henri Nouwen’s book Life of the
Beloved. Reflect on being called, being
blessed by God, being broken to be more,
and being given to the world.”
Presenter: Ms. Dolly Smith

Sunday, July 30, 2006
Eighth Annual A f t e rnoon Tea at the
Cenacle
“Traditional tea with scones, sweets, and
tea sandwiches. Music by Leah Burton
Stonum. Door prizes will be ava i l a bl e .
Wearing of hats welcome! Off e r i n g :
$20/person. Hurry, seating is limited!” !

Community! !

Let freedom ring!

a single-family home.
Of course, as with all things, there are

some disadvantages to owning a condo-
minium, such as the lack of privacy that a
single-family detached home affords. You
are also confined to the rules and laws of
the community association, which can run
the gamut from how to display a satellite
dish to the type of animals you can keep.

Is a condo the right living arrangement
for you? Make an informed decision by
weighing the pros and cons. Talk with a real
estate professional who is familiar with
condominiums and the laws that govern
them. Preview the various condos in your
area to get an idea of how the properties are
run. If your real estate professional has sold
condos in any of these complexes, find out
the type of feedback he or she has received
from clients.

Condo living isn’t for everyone, but it
can be an attractive option for those who
want to own instead of rent. !

Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors ’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@pruden-
tialgardner.com. Prudential Gardner’s web-
site is www.prudentialgardner.com.

REAL ESTATE
(continued from page 12)
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By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.

The shoulder labrum is a fibrous structure
that forms a ring around the periphery of the
glenoid or socket of the shoulder joint. The
labrum has a very important role in maintain-
ing stability of the shoulder joint throughout its
large range of motion. In fact, the shoulder has
the most motion of any joint in the body. The
labrum helps to maintain shoulder stability by
effectively increasing the width and depth of
the glenoid or socket. The labrum also serves
as an attachment site for the shoulder capsule
and ligaments which connect the head of the
humerus (ball) to the glenoid (socket). Other
factors such as bony morphology and the rota-
tor cuff are also important in joint stability.

Trauma to the shoulder that results in dis-
location causes injury to one or more struc-
tures inside the joint. In the most common
type of dislocation, anterior (or out the front
of the joint) the labrum may be torn from the
socket, along with capsule and ligament tear-
ing or stretching. Less commonly, the shoul-
der may dislocate posteriorly (out the back)
or inferiorly (out the bottom). Less severe
trauma to the shoulder may result in subluxa-
tion or incomplete dislocation which can also
result in injury to the labrum or capsule. In
addition to trauma, certain overhead and
throwing sports such as baseball, tennis or
swimming can lead to tears of the superior
labrum on the top of the glenoid or socket.

Diagnosis of a labrum injury is made by
a careful history, physical examination, and
imaging studies. Patients may give a history
of a direct blow to the shoulder or arm, a fall
on an outstretched hand or an extreme forced
motion of the shoulder. If the injury is severe
enough to cause a shoulder dislocation, the
patient may require medical assistance to
reduce the joint or put the joint back into
place. Patients after such an injury may
report pain in the shoulder with certain move-
ments, crepitus or grinding with motion, and
a feeling of looseness or apprehension with
use of the arm.

Examination of the shoulder with a sus-

pected labrum tear focuses on assessment of
range of motion, motor strength, and joint
s t a b i l i t y. The direction and magnitude of
instability can often be determined by various
provocative tests. Plain radiographs are per-
formed to rule out the presence of a fracture.
Additional studies such as magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI), often with contrast,
can help in the diagnosis of labrum tears.

Treatment of labrum injuries depends on
the severity of symptoms, the presence of
associated injuries and the age and activity
level of the patient. The incidence of contin-
ued instability following a shoulder disloca-
tion is inversely related to the age of the
patient. Adolescents and young adults are
more likely to experience instability after a
shoulder dislocation than older adults. Older
patients are more likely to sustain associated
injuries such as rotator cuff tears with a
shoulder dislocation.

Initial treatment of patients with labrum
tears is nonoperative. Nonsteroidal anti-
i n f l a m m a t o ry medication, isolated steroid
injections and rotator cuff strengthening
exercises are often able to decrease symp-
toms to a manageable level. For patients that
persist with symptoms despite an adequate
trial of nonoperative therapy, surgery is indi-
cated. Arthroscopy of the shoulder has revo-
lutionized the diagnosis and treatment of
labrum tears. Arthroscopy uses small skin
incisions or portals, a small camera and
instruments to repair tissues that in the past
required large open incisions. Repair of
labrum tears with arthroscopic techniques
o ffers several advantages over traditional
open surg e ry. A rt h r o s c o py results in less
p o s t o p e r a t ive pain, a quicker recove ry,
improved cosmesis, better range of motion
and is able to be performed on an outpatient
basis.

In summary, the labrum has an important
role in shoulder stability. Labrum injuries are
common causes of shoulder pain and dys-
function especially in the younger patient
population. Nonoperative treatment is often
successful. When symptoms persist, arthro-
scopic surgery gives excellent results with
less morbidity than traditional open surgical
techniques. !

Thomas R. Lyons M.D. is a board certi-
fied orthopedic surgeon practicing at the

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
located at 671 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner. The Orthopedic Center is a multi-
specialty center dedicated to complete mus-

culoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder and knee care. For additional infor-
mation call 467-5900.

Health! !

Shoulder instability: A common problem in younger patients

economy has been stagnant. The statistics do
not seem to matter to politicians who are
always looking for more of the public’s money
to spend on frivolous projects.

The state should have allocated all of the
extra Katrina related money toward coastal
restoration, which is the number one problem
for Louisiana. We can fund as many state
buildings as we want and build 40 foot levees,
but it will not matter if we do not repair our
coastal region. Without restoring our damaged
coast, Louisiana will once again be vulnerable

to the next strong hurricane. Since we can
boast of no meaningful action on coastal
restoration, everything that is happening in
Louisiana right now is nothing more than win-
dow dressing.

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Po l i t i c s ,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on WLAE-
TV, Channel 32 and from noon until 2:00 p.m.
weekdays on several Louisiana radio stations.
Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com and e-mail him at jeff@ringsidepol-
itics.com.

It shows in the way
you feel inside.

(And outside.)

First Month Only $20
with EFT Registration

Joining fees may apply. Valid for new customers only or those who have not attended 
Jazzercise for 6 months or longer. Valid only at participating locations. 

Not valid with any other offer. No refunds or cash value. 
Limit one per customer. Expires 8/15/06

Kenner Jazzercise Center
3729 Williams Blvd.  •  443-6666
Class Times: 6AM, 8AM, 9:15AM
4:30PM, 5:45PM, 7 PM, Sat. 8AM

9:15AM, Sun. 8:30AM, 6:15PM
jazzercise.com  •  1(800) FIT-IT-IS

Hair Styles
Unlimited

Has answers for thinning hair problems. Our professional
stylists are continually training in the art of styling, enhancing
and correcting thin, fine hair due to excessive hair loss.

Beautiful Hair Can Be Yours!
Call today for your Free consultation

And save $5.00 off any service for our new clients.

See why Hair Styles Unlimited
has served Kenner for 29 years.

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

Grill Now Open!
10 oz. BURGERS

Full Menu • 11 a.m. - till

Live Weekend Bands
July 14 Wise Guys 10-2
July 15 Old School 10-2
July 21 Midnight Special 10-2
July 28 Big Al & the Heavyweights 10-2
July 14 Splatt 10-2

466-4069

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)
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By CRAIG GOODWIN

Dear Craig,
I recently experienced pain on the bot-

tom of my right foot as I got out of bed and
began taking a few steps in the morning. I

do not remember doing anything that could
have caused this pain, but it is very debili-
tating and I am not able to run, and have
difficulty just walking around during the
day. What can I do to get rid of the pain and
start running again?

Harold in Kenner

Dear Harold,
It sounds like you may be experiencing

what is called plantar fasciitis. “Plantar”

means foot, “fascia” is a fibrous band of
tissue connecting the heel to the base of the
foot, and “itis” means inflammation.
Plantar fasciitis has many different causes,
but some of the most common causes are
tightness in the calf muscles, a very flat or
high arch, being overweight, wearing a pair
of shoes with no inner support for the arch
or stiffness in the toe box of the shoe, and
running too far too soon when beginning a
running program. Symptoms include the
type of morning pain you are experiencing
– the most common complaint of someone
suffering from plantar fasciitis.

When you arise and begin taking the
first few steps in the morning, the plantar
fascia is tight and already inflamed and
your body weight will cause increased pain.
The good news is this pain will most likely
decrease slightly during the day, only to
return at the end of the day as a result of
being up on your feet for such an extended
period.

Before getting out of bed in the morn-
ing, use a towel or belt and stretch the calf,
which should help relieve some of the
morning pain that you are experiencing.
Using an ice pack or ice bath on the area for

about 15 minutes may relieve pain and
inflammation after exercise and work. I feel
the most important factors for relieving
pain is to rest as much as possible, stretch
the calf and fascia on the bottom of the
foot, strengthen the foot and ankle, and get
an orthotic to help relieve pressure on the
fascia and arch areas of the foot. The
orthotic will act as a splint to help support
the tension across the fascia, thus decreas-
ing your pain. If pain continues, consult
with your doctor. A physical therapist can
help improve your symptoms and get you
back on your feet. !

Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
T h e ra py, located at 3921 Wi l l i a m s
B o u l ev a rd with two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
g raduated from LSU Medical Sch o o l
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to
find out why it happened and what can be
done to help restore normal function in that
a rea, can email the pro fessionals at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Plantar fasciitis: A common cause of foot pain
Health! !

Hot Breakfast • Po-Boys • Wraps • Salads
Soups • Homemade Desserts

Frozen Coffees including Chippidy do dah • Vanilla Bean • Heath Bar
Lattes • Café au Lait • Hot Chocolate

White Chocolate Lattes • Mocha Lattes • Candy Bar Flavors
Call In or Fax Orders For Take Out - 504-443-2299

4041 Williams Blvd. at Vintage
in Winn Dixie Shopping Center

SPECIALTY COFFEE DRINKSSPECIALTY COFFEE DRINKS

By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S.

Periodon-tal disease, commonly known
as gum dis-
ease, may
exist without
a p p a r e n t
s y m p t o m s .
Regular dental
checkups and
p e r i o d o n t a l
ex a m i n a t i o n s
are ve ry
i m p o rtant to
detect and

manage periodontal disease.
If you notice any of warning signs list-

ed below, you need to see your dentist.
1. Persistent bad breath

2. gums that bleed easily with brushing or
flossing

3. red, swollen or tender gums
4. pus between the teeth and gums
5. gums that have pulled away from your 

teeth
6. loose or separating teeth
7. a change in the way your teeth fit 

together when you bite
8. a change in the fit of partial dentures

Left untreated, periodontal disease may
eventually lead to tooth loss. !

Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 27 years. Dr.
Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida
Avenue, Suite 101.

The signs of gum disease

East Jefferson General Hospital’s
Foundation formally announced the hon-
orees of its 2006 Jewels of Jefferson Gala
on June 6, 2006, at an evening reception.

EJGH is currently celebrating 35 years
of service and is honoring nine physicians
who have each made significant contribu-
tions to healthcare in the community.

2006 Jewels of Jefferson honorees are:
Fortune Dugan, M.D., Cardiology
Charles Eckert, M.D., Anesthesiology
C. Edward Foti, M.D., General Surgery
Samuel Leonard, M.D., Urology
George Welch, M.D., Internal Medicine

Anthony N. Scalco, M.D., ENT
A n t h o ny M. Scardino, M.D., Intern a l
Medicine
H e n ry K. Threefoot, M.D., Intern a l
Medicine
Isadore Yager, M.D., Internal Medicine

The Jewels of Jefferson Gala will be
held on Saturday, August 19, 2006, at the
Hotel Intercontinental. Ashton Ryan, Jr., is
the honorary chairman of the fundraising
event. Tickets to the event are $200 each
and can be purchased by calling the EJGH
Foundation at 780-5800. !

EJGH Foundation celebrates 35 years of caring

V I D E O  P O K E R
3525 Williams Blvd.

(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

M O N D AY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
W E D N E S D AY & THURSDAY:

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
F R I D AY:

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
S AT U R D AY & SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

W E D N E S D AY
STEAK SPECIALS

I TA L I A N ,  
S E A F O O D ,  
&  S T E A K S
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By JON T. MOSES

Who wants to do homework in the sum-
mertime?

Well, if you want your vacation to be fun,
i t ’s wo rth studying the following safety
advice.

Be sun smart
Cover up with lightweight, long-sleeved

shirts and pants and a hat with a three inch
brim.

Apply water-resistant sunscreen with a
sun protection factor (SPF) of 15 or higher at
least 30 minutes before you venture out.
Reapply it every two hours or after swim-
ming or sweating.

Seek shade under a tree, umbrella or pic-
nic shelter.

Look for sunglasses that block at least 99
percent of the sun’s ultraviolet rays.

Keep infants out of the sun, if possible.
Ordinarily, children younger than six months
shouldn’t wear sunscreen. But if they must be
outdoors, put a small amount on their faces

and the backs of their hands. Be sure they’re
covered up well with clothing and a hat.

Guard against heat illness 
Keep cool with air conditioning. If you

don’t have it in your home, visit places that
do, such as malls or libraries.

Do strenuous activities in the morning or
evening, when it’s cooler.

If you’re outside during the heat of the
day, take it easy. Don’t push yourself physi-
cally, and be sure to drink plenty of water or
hydrating sports drinks.

D o n ’t leave children in hot cars.
Heatstroke in children can occur within min-
utes, even if a car window is slightly open.

Be safe in the water
Whether you’re a kid or an adult, wear a

life vest when boating. 
Keep within an arm’s length of young

children when they’re in or near water.
Avoid ocean swimming unless a lifeguard

is present.
Never drink alcohol and swim.

Avoid bug bites
To deter mosquitoes, wear insect repel-

lent containing DEET or picaridin. Oil of
lemon eucalyptus, a plant-based repellent, is
also effective. Follow product instructions

when using any repellent on children.
Wear long sleeves and pants in grassy or

wooded areas. Check yourself for ticks after
leaving these areas.

Avoid bug hot spots, such as pools of
standing water and flowering gardens.

The source of this information was the
American Academy of Pediatrics, American
College of Emergency Physicians, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration. !

Jon T. Moses is a Marketing Liaison with
Kenner Regional Medical Center located at
200 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner. Moses
can be re a ched at 464-8692 or at
Jonathan.Moses@tenethealth.com. Ke n n e r
Regional Medical Center is a Tenet-owned
hospital with a full service emergency room,
outpatient diagnostics and inpatient services
providing care to Kenner and the surround-
ing area. KRMC accepts a majority of insur-
ance plans. For a physician referral call 464-
8200.

Study up on summer safety 

3501 Chateau Blvd.
465-9444

Try one of our healthy saladsTry one of our healthy salads
SALADS

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25

Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

6.50

Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 

cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

6.75

Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, 

fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

7.25

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut,  Caesar,  Lite Ranch,  Honey Mustard,  Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon,  Blue Cheese,  Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50

B & B
FENCING
& PATIOS
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

LICENSED/INSURED
504-559-4148

By KEITH M. DARCEY

Here at
East Jeff e r s o n
G e n e r a l
Hospital, we
b e l i eve that
being a com-
munity hospi-
tal means that
we need to
serve the entire
c o m m u n i t y. It
is with this in

mind that we recognize the importance of
putting on multicultural educational semi-
nars that are open to the community. It also
means that we need to communicate impor-
tant medical information in different lan-
guages so that more of the population can
have the opportunity to learn about medical
issues facing them or their families.

On July 29, EJGH will host a free dia-
betes seminar completely in Spanish. All
expert speakers and the printed information
will be in Spanish and will focus on how
diabetes affects the Hispanic and Latin
American populations. The seminar will be
held in the EJGH Conference Center.
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m., and the
seminar will run from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. Free parking is available in the Hudson
Garage.

“We are so excited to be able to put this
program on for the Spanish speaking mem-

bers of our community,” said Rose Wade,
RNC, CDE and program coordinator for
the EJGH Wound and Diabetes
Management Center. “Diabetes can affect
anyone, but traditionally it’s very prevalent
in the Hispanic population. We feel it is
crucial to give the members of the Spanish
community this information in the lan-
guage they are most comfortable in.”

According to the National Institute of
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney
Diseases, over 2.5 million Hispanic and
Latin Americans have diabetes. Of those
with diabetes, almost seventy-five percent
have high blood pressure, and they are two
to four times more likely to suffer from
heart disease or stroke than those without
diabetes. In addition, smoking statistically
doubles this risk.

Diabetes is a disease in which the body
does not produce or properly use insulin.
Insulin is a hormone that is needed to con-
vert sugar, starches and other foods into
energy for daily life. The body and the
brain depend on this insulin and the pro-
duced sugars to function properly.

The list of program topics will include
Basic Facts of Diabetes by Dr. Vinicio
Madrigal, Diabetes and your Heart by Dr.
Luis Soto, Diabetes, Exercise and Follow-
up Care by Dr. Miguel Rivera and Nutrition
and Diabetes by Elizabeth Gutierrez, LDN,
RD, CDE. Information will be available for
seminar participants to take home.

EJGH to offer free diabetes seminar in Spanish

continued on page 18
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By JAMES L. MELCHERS

It is a wonderful thing to see senior
widows and widowers find happiness once
again. However, the marriage of seniors
presents a different set of issues than the
marriage of young people. Seniors general-
ly have adult children from their previous
marriages, and they wish to maintain sepa-
rate ownership of their assets to preserve
the inheritance for their own children
should they be the one to die first. It is not
their desire that the new spouse’s children
get what is left of their estate. Preservation
of the inheritance can usually be accom-
plished through the use of a prenuptial
agreement and a well written will.

An additional twist to senior prenuptial
contracts is that each partner usually owns
their own house, yet they wish to live in and
maintain only one residence, the matrimo-
nial home.

Therefore, the underlying issue
involves the rights of the individual who

sells his or her personal residence and
m oves into the matrimonial residence
owned by the other individual. What hap-
pens if the owner partner dies first? Where
will the non-owner spouse live? These con-
tracts must address the issue of the surviv-
ing spouse’s right to remain in the matri-
monial residence at the death of the owner
individual.

Most contracts will provide that the
non-owner individual can remain in the res-
idence for a predetermined period of time
or for their lifetime after the death of the
owner individual. This is a very personal
matter. Some seniors want their spouse to
have the right to live in the home for life,
but not with a new spouse or their family
members. Furthermore, the contract should
address the issue of the continued residen-
cy of the non-owner individual should the
owner begin living in a nursing home,
assisted living center or some other type of
facility.

The contract should address the issue of
the normal upkeep and maintenance of the
home, which are considered ordinary
expenses, and the extraordinary expenses
such as replacement of the roof or air con-
ditioning heating system. It is much better
to have this detailed in a contract so that

everyone understands their own responsi-
bilities. This applies to the percentage
payable by each individual during the mar-
riage and after the death of the owner-indi-
vidual while the non-owner lives in the
house. After the death of the owner spouse,
who will pay for major repairs – the owners
of the property, who are usually the chil-
dren of the dead spouse, or the spouse liv-
ing in the residence? Ordinary expenses are
usually paid by the surviving spouse and
extraordinary expenses are generally paid
by the heirs of the deceased unless agreed
to differently in the contract.

These contracts may also address the
e ffect of a legal separation or divo r c e
between the seniors, or of the desire of the
owner individual to sell the home during
the marriage. The contract may also
address the conditions of termination of the
right to remain in the home, such as the

non-owner spouse voluntarily vacating the
premises for a period of time or moving
into an extended care facility or nursing
home.

The prenuptial contract between seniors
will expand as additional issues are identi-
fied in the future.

The Kenner location of Melchers
Law Firm will reopen in July. The exact
date will be announced. !

James L. Melchers is the senior attor-
ney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the
firm’s primary areas of practice are estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, real
estate, corporate law, and personal injury.
Melchers can be reached at 467-1092 or
visit the firm’s website at www.melcher-
slawfirm.com.

Prenuptial contracts between seniors

Law! !

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

OUR HOURS ARE BACK!
MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Bucket of Budweiser Beer

6 for $8.00
Sunday - Thursday

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.
Friday & Saturday

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736
Full Service Catering Available

$50 OFF
on a Full Rental

$50 OFF
on a Full Rental

HALL RENTAL
Wedding Receptions • Baby or Bridal Showers

Dances • Sweet 15s/16s & Surprise Birthday Parties
Meeting Room Available

Appointments available for viewing 7 days a week

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

We’ll Customize a Package
to Suit Your Budget!

We’ll Customize a Package
to Suit Your Budget!

“Diabetes can be such a debilitating
disease if it is not monitored properly,” said
Wade. “The most important step is educat-
ing yourself and your family on the proper
nutrition, ways to check your blood sugar
and the warning signs that you can look for.
The main point we want everyone to know
is that diabetes is very manageable and you
can live a normal life. That is why we want
to provide this in Spanish and hope people
come out to learn more about living with

diabetes.” !

Keith M. Darcey is a Communications
Specialist with East Je ffe rson Genera l
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 889-
7110 or at k d a r c ey @ e j g h . o rg . E a s t
Je ffe rson General Hospital, Louisiana’s
first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital,
providing care to the residents of the East
Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding
communities.

FREE DIABETES SEMINAR
(continued from page 17)

TEACHER RESOURCES
The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation is pleased to offer a variety of

resources for teachers and students in the Pontchartrain Basin.
Our goal is to educate about important issues affecting the Basin and

involve the community in efforts to help Save Our Lake.
The foundation provides classroom presentations, field programs, 

educational resources, and public service opportunities free of charge
to teachers, students, and schools.

Contact our Education Department at 836-2238 or email us at
joann@saveourlake.org for more information.

CLASS PRESENTATIONS
One of our staff will be happy to visit your classroom and give a presenta-

tion on a related issue. We can also tailor subjects to suit your needs.

SUBJECTS WE COVER INCLUDE:
Katrina and Pontchartrain

Water quality
Non-point source pollution

Habitat protection
Wetlands

Lake as Watershed

Field Programs & Field Trips available
LPBF and the University of New Orleans provide class field trips to visit 

wetlands around the Basin, and include hands-on science lessons. 
For more information call Dinah at 280-6718.
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FEATURING THE MUSIC OF
• No Doubt • Alanis Morissette
• Creed • Nirvana
and many more of your favorite artists!

PLUS A HILARIOUS TRIBUTE TO THE HIT COMEDY
SOUTH PARK

SHOWTIMES:
TUES. - SAT. at 12 pm, 3 pm

SUNDAY at 4 pm

2020 4th St. in Rivertown
(504) 468-7231
Tickets are $6

$5 for children under 12 and seniors

FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

NOW PLAYING
in

KENNER’S PLANETARIUM and
MEGADOME CINEMA
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By ALLAN KATZ

Among the saddest of the elderly are
those afflicted with severe osteoporosis,
which leaves them bent over in a permanent
frozen posture that leaves little room for joy
in their lives.

But many of these, whose affliction is
known as “dowager’s hump,” have found
complete relief and a restoration of joyful
living from a painless medical procedure
that is offered at the Kenner Reg i o n a l
Medical Center.

Dr. Jim Ricciardi, associate professor of
o rthopedic surg e ry at the LSU Health
Sciences Center, has performed this proce-
dure many times at KRMC. He says, “One
of the best and most fulfilling moments in
an orthopedic surgeon’s life is when he or
she restores the posture and height of a per-
son suffering from dowager’s hump. It is
certainly noteworthy that until the 1990s
when French doctors began to experiment
with this procedure, there was nothing that
could be done for individuals with severe
osteoporosis. They were in almost every
instance truly people from whom all joy had
been removed. Today, we’re able to restore
their height, their posture and their joy.”

In the procedure, during which the

patient sleeps, bone cement is applied to the
fractures of their spine that have created the
dowager’s hump. Needles are inserted into
the spine that allow the bone to be straight-
ened and balloons, similar to those used in
angioplasty, are attached to help restore
height and an erect posture.

“The entire procedure takes only one
hour and there is no post-surgical bed rest,”
says Dr. Ricciardi. “We’ve seen patients
who were stooped and bent upon comple-
tion of the procedure walk out of the hospi-
tal standing erect for the first time in years
and with big smiles on their faces. I’m
telling you those are among the most ful-
filling moments in the lives of all of us who
perform these procedures. That’s why we
become doctors and nurses.” !

KENNER
ST!R

Website
www.kennerstar.com

Now Playing in the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema

2020 4th Street in Kenner’s Historic Rivertown • 468-7231
Showtimes: Tuesday - Saturday at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

! !Health
Kenner Regional takes pride in surgical
procedure that helps osteoporosis victims

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and 
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,

Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House

STEAKS  • SEAFOOD  • CHOPS
Opening for lunch Mon. - Fri.

PIANO PLAYER THURS., FRI., & SAT.

Large selection of wine and great martinis

3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions, Parties and Banquets

Reservations 218.8967    Open nightly 7 days at 5pm
111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building

#
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Under the leadership of interim
A i rp o rt Director of Aviation Sean C.
H u n t e r, the direction set by the New

O r l e a n s
Aviation Board
( N OAB) and
managed by
the profession-
al Av i a t i o n
Board staff will
continue. T h a t
plan is to main-
tain a safe air-
p o rt with a
variety of
options in air

carrier service and to return to pre-Katrina
flight levels as soon as possible.

Hunter, age 40 and a native of Detroit,
has been the Deputy Director of
Operations and Maintenance for six years.
In addition to this, he assumed the duties
of acting Deputy Director of Safety and
Security and acting Disadva n t a g e d
Business Enterprise (DBE) Liaison
Officer. The latter two were performed
without additional compensation. T h e
NOAB has appointed Hunter as the inter-
im Director of Aviation until a national
search is complete. Dan Packer, NOAB
Chairman, feels the airport needs a busi-
n e s s - m i n d e d, innova t ive director with

strong management skills. The search is
expected to take between six and 14
months, and Hunter is eligible to apply for
the permanent position.

Hunter was recently quoted as saying,
“I’ve worked in air traffic control, when
you’re basically controlling the airplanes
in the sky, and now I’m working in airport
management when you control them on
the ground. The only difference between
these two jobs is the stress level.” Hunter
says that he prefers the “chronic” stress of
airport management to the “acute” stress
of air traffic control. Stress is one thing he
can count on, especially with the arrival of
another hurricane season.

Preparing the airport for the hurricane
season is a priority for the Aviation Board
and Hunter. Plans are underway to practice
exercises to test updated emergency storm
procedures for any weaknesses or flaws.
The airport demonstrated its ability to suc-
c e s s f u l ly evacuate over 30,000 Katrina
victims after the impact of the storm in
August of 2005. Hunter says, “We ’ve
learned from Katrina and we want to be in
an even better position to handle the next
storm. This is my most pressing issue.”

Under Hunter’s direction, the airport
has begun a new “fresh face” campaign

entitled “Operation Spruce Up.” It is a
$1.5 million dollar effort to improve the
appearance of the fa c i l i t y. This will
include better lighting, new paint and car-
pet and the restoration of restrooms. As the
airport continues its “Celebration of 60
Years of Service,” efforts are being made
to welcome our convention visitors and
residents with a fresh look. A new radio
campaign has been developed with the
assistance of local Louisiana Historian
Buddy Stall to give the airport a fresh
sound as well. These 60 second spots, air-
ing in the local market, incorporate inter-
esting facts about the airport and the area
and highlight the role of the airport post-
Katrina and the spirit of our region in its
recovery.

Louis A rmstrong New Orleans
International Airport is the front door to
the Greater New Orleans area and the role
the airport plays in boosting the area’s
image is taken seriously.

“We want to be on a parallel track with
the city and the region, ensuring that the
image we present as the front door to the
city, and the last thing they (passengers)
see leaving New Orleans, is a good one,”
Hunter said. !

Armstrong International Airport update
Airport! !

Saturday, July 8
Porta Puppet Players present Star Spangled
Banter.
Celebrate our nation’s birthday with Betsy
Ross, Liberty Belle, Statue of Liberty and
Uncle Sam.

Saturday, July 15
Angela the Yarnspinner presents Pirates
Aweigh.
Experience an unforgettable pirate adven-
ture.

Saturday, July 22
Phil Melancon presents Melon Songs

Saturday July 29
Irwin Royes – The world’s smallest magi-
cian presents July Magic.

C h i l d r e n ’s Castle is located at 501
Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s Rivertown.
Castle performances are at 11:30 a.m. and
1:00 p.m. every Saturday. All tickets are
$3.50. For more information, call 468-
7231. ! Personal Touch…

PricesCan’ t BeBeat !
F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd. • Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate

Guaranteed
Installation

$50OFF
Purchase of

$750 or more
Installation
Required

MENTION THIS AD

Rivertown! !

Children’s Castle schedule for July

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Kenner Police Department  . . . . . . . . . .712-2222

Kenner Fire Department  . . . . . . . . . . .467-2211

Kenner Public Works

(Administration) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .468-7515

Kenner Code Enforcement

(Director’s Office)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .468-6606

Kenner Wastewater Department

(Administration) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .468-7292

Jefferson Parish Water Depaartment  . .736-6050

Entergy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-800-368-3749

Atmos Energy Louisiana  . . . . . . . . . . .849-4300

Cox Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . .304-8444

BellSouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-888-757-6500

Sean C. Hunter
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By DAN DORMADY

As of January 23, 2006, manufacturers
of heating and air conditioning equipment
can no longer manufacture the most com-
mon type of residential central air condi-
tioners and heat pumps with an output of
65,000 BTUs or less, with a SEER rating of
less than 13. There has been considerable
debate as to the impact of this change on
h o m e owners and landlords. The simple
fact, I believe, is that the impact will be
small except for a gradual savings of ener-
gy over time. First, some background.

Progress in regulating the efficiency of
H VAC equipment has been slow. T h e

Energy Policy Act of 1992 established a
minimum Seasonal Energy Effi c i e n cy
Rating (SEER) for air conditioners of 10.
SEER is defined as the total cooling output
(in British thermal units or BTUs) provided
by the unit during its normal annual usage
period, divided by its total energy input (in
watt-hours) during the same period. The
Energy Policy Act of 2002 raised that min-
imum to 13. This change represents an
approximate 30 percent increase in effi-
c i e n cy over the current standard and,
according to the Department of Energy
(DOE), will save 4.2 quadrillion BTUs
(Quads) of energy between 2006 and 2030.
The DOE is charged with regulating com-
pliance with these requirements.

To gain efficiency, the heat exchange
surfaces – the evaporator coil on the inside
and the condensing coil on the outside of
the structure – are made larger. These stan-
dard components of a “split system” gener-

ally are sized to work together to obtain the
desired efficiency. Change one end of the
system and not the other, and you may not
reach the required efficiencies of energy
usage.

Further, by changing the size of the
components, a variety of questions have
been raised by many who either opposed
the change or simply are concerned about
the impact of this change. Three particular
areas of focus regarding these concerns
have been: 1) that equipment will be dra-
m a t i c a l ly more ex p e n s ive because of
increased manufacturing costs, shipping,
and handling costs, 2) that the new equip-
ment, because of its increased size, will be
difficult to retrofit into existing locations,
and 3) that repairing existing systems will
be difficult because of limited availability
of parts.

Let’s examine each of these. First, it is
i m p o rtant to understand that equipment
with a SEER rating of 13 is not new. High
e ffi c i e n cy, air-cooled equipment with a
SEER as high as 18 has been manufactured
for quite some time. Units with a SEER of
13 are more expensive than SEER 10 units.

There will also be isolated cases where
the new units are larger than existing units
and would represent installation difficul-
ties. Condensing coils sitting next to each
other on pads in multi-family complexes
m ay not accommodate larger units.
However, although the condensing unit will
be larger, each manufacturer’s unit has a
different profile. Therefore, in some cases,
a taller unit may fit where a wider one
won’t, and vice versa.

Evaporator coils in closets or within the
framing of these same units may not fit.
However, these problems are not unique to
the new equipment. Contractors must deal
with these problems already. And again dif-
ferent manufacturers make equipment of
different dimensions. If one brand does not
fit, another might.

As for the availability of parts, there
have been stories of some shortages, but
over all, I would not expect significant
problems in this area either. There remains
a huge installed base of existing units out
there. Manufacturers such as Trane and
others have indicated that replacement

parts for these units will be available for at
least the next ten years.

Although pricing is still somewh a t
u n c e rtain, as the new equipment uses
approximately 30 percent more material,
and some custom installation may be
required, expect to pay at least 30 percent
more for replacement units than in previous
years. The cost could be higher if custom
interior work is required.

As far as whether to replace part or all
of a system, that decision, too, is not very
difficult. If the unit is at least 12-15 years
old or older, the only legitimate choice is to
replace the entire system – both indoor and
outdoor units, even if only one part is found
defective. There are times when new units
can be matched to old equipment, but these
are rare. In any case, if you do, the hybrid
will not operate at the efficiencies adver-
tised, and may actually decrease. If the
defective component is under f ive years
old, however, there will probably be enough
inventory around to replace just the defec-
tive component.

Finally, replacing old systems with new
ones is also a time to consider other
upgrades. If the old system uses a refriger-
ant that is no longer available, most manu-
facturers have already upgraded all their
new equipment to be more environmentally
friendly. You may also want to consider
va r i a ble speed units, air cleaners and
h u m i d i fiers, and even higher effi c i e n cy
equipment. Also, don’t forget to contact
your local electrical utility for available
rebates. These can help reduce or some-
times pay for the premium cost of higher
efficiency equipment. !

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed profes-
sional engineer and licensed home inspec-
tor (LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm special-
izing in residential and commercial build-
ing inspection services. Dormady can be
re a ched at 456-6999, P. O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criterium-
d o rm a d y @ c ox . n e t . C r i t e r i u m - D o r m a d y
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dor-
mady.com.

New residential air conditioning standards
Home! !

Info: 962-3930

For Men and Women

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.

THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)

MEETING WILL BE HELD

TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2006
AT THE

GRAND BALLROOM – THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER ST!R
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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By RAFAEL SADDY

Identity theft is one of the biggest growing consumer
concerns of today. Protecting good credit and safeguarding
personal information is a must. A person whose identity has
been stolen can spend many months, even years, and hard-
earned money cleaning up the mess the thieves have made
ruining their good name and credit record. Many victims
have lost job opportunities, had loan refusals, lost opportu-
nities to buy homes or cars, lost the ability to rent and even
in some cases have been arrested for crimes they didn’t
commit. The identity theft crooks usually try to get infor-
mation about everyday transactions, which usually reveal
personal information such as your bank account number,
credit card number, home address, telephone number or
social security number. Once they have this sensitive infor-
mation they can use it without your knowledge to commit
fraud or theft.

Identity theft has no racial barriers nor does it favor any
class or income. You can become a victim when you least
expect it. Skilled thieves use a variety of methods to gain
personal information such as stealing records from employ-
ees, bribing an employee who has access to these records,
hacking into organizations or personal computers, rummag-
ing through trash, stealing credit and debit cards, stealing
mail or scamming information by posing as legitimate busi-
ness persons.

You can find out early if you are a victim of identity
theft by monitoring your financial accounts and balances.
Look for unexplained charges or withdrawals. Other indica-
tions of identity theft can be the failure to receive bills or any
other regular mail, receiving credit cards that you did not
apply for, being denied credit for no apparent reason or
receiving calls from companies for services you did not buy.

You can minimize the risk of identity theft by exercis-
ing caution and prudence with personal information. Place
passwords on your credit cards, bank and phone accounts.
However, avoid using passwords easily available like your
mother’s maiden name, birth date, pet name or phone num-
bers. Secure your personal information in your home, espe-
cially if you are have outside help working in your home,
are having service work done in your home or are having a
party with many guests. Use everyday diligence by not giv-
ing your personal information over the phone, mail, or
Internet unless you’ve initiated the contact or are sure you
know who you are dealing with. If you are going to be away
from home, have someone pick up your mail or call the U.
S. Postal Service for a vacation-hold. All correspondence
with personal information should be shredded, as thieves
love to pick through trash or recycling bins to get copies of
credit application offers, insurance forms, physician state-
ments, bank statements and expired credit cards. In today’s
world of technology your computer is a gold mine of per-
sonal information to an identity thief. Always make sure
you have the latest virus protection, as computer viruses can
have damaging effects, including introducing program code
that causes your computer to send out files of stored
records. Never download files from a stranger or click on
hyperlinks sent to you from someone you do not know. The
use of a firewall is a must, especially if you have high-speed
Internet or have an “always on” connection to the Internet.
Without a firewall, hackers can easily take over your com-

puter and access sensitive information.
The Consumer Sentinel Complaint Statistics and

Trends reported that from January 1 through December 31,
2005 the total number of fraud and identity theft complaints
from Louisiana consumers numbered 6,555.

Fraud complaints from Louisiana consumers totaled
3,724, an increase from 3,625 in 2004. The top fraud com-
plaint categories are Internet auctions at 20 percent,
prizes/sweepstakes and lotteries at 12 percent, shop-at-
home/catalog sales at 12 percent, foreign money offers at 12
percent and Internet services and computer complaints
totaling seven percent. The top Louisiana consumer loca-
tions for fraud complaints in 2005 listed in order were
Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Metairie, Shreve p o rt and
Lafayette.

Identity theft complaints from Louisiana victims
totaled 2,831 in 2005, a large increase from the 2,254 com-
plaints logged in 2004. The highest percentage of identity
theft complaints reported was credit card fraud at 24 per-
cent, followed by government documents or benefit fraud at
19 percent, phone or utilities fraud occurring in 17 percent
of the cases, bank fraud at 15 percent, with loan fraud
involved in six percent of the cases. Employment-related
fraud was reported in five percent of the cases. The catch-
all category of “other” was listed in 26 percent of com-
plaints reported with attempted identity theft involved in
five percent.

The top Louisiana identity theft victim locations of
2005 listed in order are New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
Shreveport, Metairie and Lake Charles.

For the second ye a r, The Latin American Civ i c
Association of Louisiana (LACAL) in collaboration with
AARP Louisiana and several partner organizations will
conduct consumer protection seminars in three Louisiana
cities. The theme of this year’s seminar is “Dollar Defense:
Protecting Your Money, Personal Identity, and Home
Equity.” Partner organizations presenting the forum include
the Louisiana A t t o rn ey General’s Office, the LSU
Agriculture Center, the Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs
and Entergy Corporation.

The primary goal of the seminar is to empower con-
sumers to recognize predatory activities and avoid becom-
ing victims of fraudulent practices. All Americans are vul-
nerable to the fraudulent use of their personal information.
But mid-life and older Americans are particular vulnerable
targets for this type of criminal activity because they con-
trol a proportionately larger share of the nation’s financial
assets and because there are likely to be more access points
to a longer personal history that can be tapped into and
exploited. For those Hispanics that have a language barrier,
a translator or simultaneous translation will be available.

If you want more information about identity theft or if
your identity has been stolen, you may want to attend the
Dollar Defense Seminar on July 15 from 9:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m. to be held at the Four Points by Sheraton located
at 6401 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. For information or
reservations call 464-4619.

I leave you with this thought: “If you can learn from
hard knocks, you can also learn from soft touches!”

God Bless. !

Rafael E. Saddy is an assistant to the mayor for
Hispanic affairs in Kenner and president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email
Saddy at s a d d 3 1 4 3 @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t . C o r respondence fo r
LACAL can be sent to P. O. Box 640604, Kenner, LA, 70064-
0604.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941

Fax (504) 888-8120

SENIORS • RETIREES • CAREGIVERS
Learn How to Legally Protect Your Life Savings

From Nursing Home Financial Disaster

Call for FREE information.
1-800-646-1158

CALL TOLL FREE – 24 HOUR RECORDED MESSAGE

FREE REPORT reveals how you can prevent losing your
pension, CDs, Social Security and other assets, even if
your loved one is already in a nursing home. Learn the
secrets that can protect your spouse, your parent or other
family members from losing it all. Stroke, Alzheimer’s
or other long term illness can wipe out the uninformed.

Carpentry
Painting

Plumbing
Sheetrock Repair

Robert Bellaci’s
General Maintenance, Inc.

Residential - Commercial
Insured 

Locally Owned & Operated for 21 Years

Robert Bellaci
Certified Electrician
Jeff Parish Licensed contractor

284-6086
559-9225

Latin American News! !

Identity theft HAIRCUTTERS & TANNING
Serving Kenner Since 1978

TIP OF THE MONTH
Green Pool Hair

Use baking soda & water or clarifying shampoo.

M & T 10 - 5 • W, Th, F 10 - 6 • Sat 9 - 3 
339 W. Esplanade                      468-3617

Reasonable
Prices

Quality
Service
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By KEN TRAHAN

Draft night in the NBA is always a bit
of a circus. The fans in New York are out-
landish in their garb and their garbled
screams. ESPN brings Hollywood to the
party. Commissioner David Stern is the
conductor. His long-time sidekick, Russ
Granik, held court for the final time. The
idea is to better your team on the court
with smart, savvy selections.

The New Orleans Hornets seemed to
have accomplished this. Going into the
process, the Hornets were clearly in need
of an influx of big men and a wing scor-
er. With the first round choices of Hilton

Armstrong and Cedric Simmons, they
filled the first need. Marcus Vinicius
could be a long-term project at filling the
second desire.

Having scoured draft analysis far and
wide, the general consensus is that New
Orleans (that’s the New Orleans Hornets,
not the “New Orleans/Oklahoma City”
Hornets) fared well. The glaring need to
get bigger, younger, and more athletic on
the front line was obviously exhibit A for
J e ff Bower and Byron Scott. Hilton
A rmstrong and Cedric Simmons both
have all of the aforementioned qualities.
At 6’11, 235, Armstrong will fill the post
position. With a wingspan of 7’4,
Armstrong will block and bother shots.
He has good agility, is a quick leaper, has
good hands, sets solid screens, is very
enthusiastic, and has good ball handling
skills. With such a description, you may

wonder why he lasted until the 12th pick
and was rated slightly lower by most draft
experts. The answer lies in production. In
his first three seasons at Connecticut, he
averaged under 13 minutes per game. He
simply has not developed a reliable offen-
sive game. As a college senior, he man-
aged to average 9.7 points, 6.6 rebounds,
and 3.1 blocks per game while shooting
61 percent with the star-studded Huskies,
who had five players chosen in the 60-
player draft. Armstrong is built like Kevin
Garnett but his game bears no resem-
blance to Garnett’s complete ensemble.

At 6’9, 233, Simmons can play the
“four” spot at big forward for the
Hornets. Like Armstrong, he will play
bigger with a 7’4 wingspan. He is per-
haps more athletic than Armstrong, big,
strong, a very good shot blocker, and a
quick leaper. In fact, he sounds a lot like
A rmstrong. Many ex p e rts feel that
Simmons is the better prospect, consider-
ing that he played just two years of col-
lege basketball at North Carolina State.
He averaged 11.8 points this past season
with the Wolfpack. Like Armstrong, the
negative is that he has a long way to go
offensively to be productive on that end
of the floor in the NBA. Both players will
need a couple of years to develop their
scoring abilities. The good news about
Simmons is that he played his best against
better competition, putting up excellent
numbers against highly touted opponents
Tyler Hansbrough of North Carolina, sec-
ond round pick Craig Smith of Boston
College, Josh McRoberts of Duke and
first round choice Shelden Williams of
Duke. In fact, Simmons posted a career
high of 28 points against the Blue Devils. 

In the second round, most NBA teams
are willing to roll the dice on players with
down-the-road potential. That is exactly
what the Hornets did with their choice of
Marcus Vinicius, a 6’9, 215 pound for-
ward out of San Carlos, Brazil. A couple
of prominent analysts rank this selection
as a steal, based on the potential Vinicius
possesses. He has been compared to the
likes of Boris Diaw of Phoenix and for-
mer Hornet Jamal Mashburn. He is fluid,
agile, and a very good ball handler. In
fact, he played point guard for his Sao
Carlos team this past year, averaging 20
points and five assists per contest. He has
good range on his jump shot, a dire need
for the Hornets. Vinicius shot 42 percent
from three-point range in Brazil. He was
eligible for the 2005 NBA draft but with-
drew his name to improve his game. It
seems to have been a solid decision but
don’t be surprised if he remains in Brazil
for one more season before trying his
wares in New Orleans. The graveyard is
full of former second round draft picks
who simply were not ready or simply
were not good enough. Vinicius appears

good enough but perhaps not quite ready
for the NBA. If he is, having a 6’9 win
who can shoot will vastly improve a team
that is challenged severely by a lack of
sharpshooters from the perimeter.

Armstrong and Simmons make tons
of sense, when you consider the plight of
Byron Scott’s post players. A a r o n
Williams is long in the tooth with 12
years in the league. Mark Jackson is a
j o u rn eyman reserve. Chris A n d e r s o n
remains suspended for violation of the
l e a g u e ’s substance abuse policy. P. J.
Brown is the final year of his contract
and, most likely, his career. Both could
find some offense more quickly than
expected due to the penetration and sharp
passing skills of Chris Paul. He will make
them better. It would have been interest-
ing to see if the Hornets would have gone
in a different direction with the 12th over-
all selection of J.J. Redick of Duke had he
not been chosen 11th by Orlando.
R e d i c k ’s tremendous shooting ability
paired with Paul’s brilliant distribution
skills would have been a dream scenario.
Having said this, with Patrick O’ Bryant
and Redick off the board, New Orleans
went safe and smart to go big. The only
other player who may have figured in the
mix was Arkansas shooting guard Ronnie
Brewer, who went one pick ahead of
Simmons to Utah.

Things seem to be shaping up nicely
for the Hornets. The league is committed
to helping solidify the team’s permanent
return to New Orleans in 2008 through
ramping up sponsorships and suite sales.
Head Coach Byron Scott just signed a
contract extension. General Manager Jeff
Bower is set to do the same. Chris Paul is
the returning NBA Rookie of the Year.
The team improved its front line in the
draft. New Orleans Arena looks great.
Owner George Shinn is giving back to the
c o m m u n i t y, helping in the rebu i l d i n g
effort. Alas, the region will have to settle
for six home games in New Orleans this
season before the politically corr e c t
m o n i ker of “New Orleans/Oklahoma
City” Hornets stops being uttered by the
Commissioner and others. Wi t h
Armstrong and Simmons in tow, that’s the
“bigger” picture for New Orleans and the
Hornets. !

Ken Trahan serves as sports director
at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is
also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Ke n n e r ’s Rivertown, and maintains a
p rep football website at w w w. n ewo r-
leans.com.

Sports! !

Hornets get bigger

CENTURY
TITLE

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking

• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
METAIRIE

One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605

Metairie, Louisiana  70002

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana  70447

830-7979
FAX

831-2609

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty
WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER

2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775
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By RONALD HAMPTON

CDs are
p o p u l a r
among sen-
iors. They are
easy to bu y
and you know
ex a c t ly how
long you must
tie up yo u r
m o n ey. T h e
big probl e m

is, whether you need the interest or not, you
will still get that IRS form 1099 and have to
pay the taxes.

Now that interest rates are on the rise, it
seems wise to take a look at the CD annu-

ity alternative. Many seniors already own at
least one annuity. Most often it is a variable
annuity with the principal invested in mutu-
al funds, or a fixed annuity with an interest
rate that changes annually.

The CD annuity is unique in that it
locks in a pre-set interest rate for a period
of time which generally ranges from three
to 10 years. These rates are seemingly com-
petitive with CD rates but can actually
result in a much higher return. The rea-
son…tax deferral. Whatever your tax rate,
you must reduce the yield on bank CDs by
that percentage. Even at the lowest rate the
difference can be substantial, and at the 35
percent rate your yield suffers by more than
one third.

CD-annuities (also known as multi-year
annuities) provide level interest rates for

the term chosen. At the end of that time,
you will usually have a 30 day window to
withdraw all or part of your money or
renew the contract for another multi-year
period. And, as with traditional annuities,
there are no income taxes on the earnings
while they remain in the account.
Therefore, you won’t get a 1099 form to
file with the IRS each year. Nor will you
have to worry about income taxes if you
renew the contract at the end of the term,
and you also get to name a beneficiary. This
means that if you die while you own the CD
annuity, your heirs will quickly receive the
account’s value without going through pro-
bate. They can then take a lump sum pay-
ment or systematic payout.

Please note, howeve r, annuities are

designed for longer term investors and any
withdrawals prior to age 59 1/2 could result
in penalties. Annuity benefits and guaran-
tees are based upon the claims paying abil-
ity of the underlying insurance company. !

Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulev a rd in
M e t a i r i e. Hampton is a Certifi e d
Retirement Financial Advisor™ and author
of “Retirement Land Mines and How to
Avoid Them©.” He can be reached at 1-800-
569-2902 or r o n a l d g h a m p t o n @ c ox . n e t .
H a m p t o n ’s firm is a participant in the
Better Business Bureau CARE program and
is an authorized representative of S.A.F.E.
Planning, a Medicaid planning practice.

CDs or CD annuities:
What’s the difference?

! !Retirement & Investing Most Elite Training Center for Athletics in our Area
One-on-one work-outs with athlete & trainers

THE SPORTS
PERFORMANCE CENTER

at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy

(504) 443-5152

• 3,500 sq. ft. weight room
• 8,000 sq. ft. outdoor training facility
• Outdoor basketball training area
• Field Turf for speed & agility training
• Baseball hitting cage with instructions by 

Coach Jeff Lipari (2-time National Champion 
with the LSU Tigers)

Come by our facility at 3921 Williams Blvd. and
talk with Coach Duke Rousse, the areas best
speed, strength and agility coach for high school &
young athletic performance enhancement or call
443-5152 to schedule an appointment.

To allow your child to be the best athlete they can
be, call the Sports Performance Center at Kenner
Orthopedic & Sports Therapy.

To set up personal hitting
instruction call

Coach Jeff Lipari at
885-1077 or 613-7696.

10-Year Split Annuity

$200,000

$862 Monthly Income
Guaranteed for 10 Years

Comparison to CD:
4.5% CD Interest

$9,000/yr interest
Equals $750/mo

Less 15% Federal and 5% state taxes…
Net after tax equals $600/month

Annuity: Net after tax
Equals $836.80

That’s about 30% MORE income.
And…no adverse impact

on Social Security!

$111,680 to purchase a
deferred annuity

Assumed 6% average
Return over 10 years

At 6% owner ends up
With original $200,000

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST!R



By LYNNE DIMM

As I write
this column, the
birds outside
my window are
fighting for the
f ew gr e e n
unripe figs on
my tree.
Because of dry
weather most of
the figs have

fallen to the ground without ripening. I am
seeing lots of lawns, bushes and trees in
Kenner that are suffering from lack of water.
Watch your lawns and gardens carefully this
month and protect them from heat and dry-
ness by watering appropriately according to
the weather.

It is really too hot to do much outside in
the yard in July except to keep what you have
alive. Instead of working outside, how about
finding a cool spot to read catalogs to find
out about what is new in fall gardening? You
can make your gardening plans now. There
are many new varieties of vegetables and
plants and it’s fun to do, especially since you
can stay inside away from the heat.

Caterpillars are having a field day on
ipomea, the sweet potato vine. It comes in

black, margarita, pink, green and white but
the bugs are not choosy, as they will eat any
color. Sprinkle Sevin Dust on these plants if
you see more holes than leaves.

Enjoy the last of your Creole tomatoes as
they are just about finished for the year. Pull
the plants up when they start looking burned.
Fall tomatoes can be planted in August, so
now is the time to get a spot ready for them.

Fertilize your palms with a general food
as they are super fast growers and will not
stay green if they are not fed properly.

There are many different colors of hibis-
cus you can put in your garden. They bloom
longer than any other shrub in our area, so
consider planting as many different colors as
you can. Roses are a close second in bloom-
ing output, but are much more trouble than
hibiscus.

E n j oy our wonderful community and
participate in as many things as you can. We
are a true family in Kenner. !

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th Street, is
a registered and licensed Louisiana horticul-
turist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale
grower of bedding plants and has over 30 years
experience in the industry. Lynne Dimm can be
reached via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com
or by calling 468-5467.
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Garden hints for July
Gardening! !
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By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

The busy vacation season is upon us, bringing with
it lots of hot weather and plenty of road trips. Traveling
over the summer holidays can be time-consuming and
hectic, making it important to slow down and take pre-
cautions while on the road. Below are some suggestions
to help you arrive safely on these road trips.

Give your vehicle the “once-over.” Check your bat-
tery, engine, brakes, tire pressure, coolant, transmission
and windshield washer fluids before driving. Also,
make sure mirrors and seats are adjusted and that seat
belts are working properly.

Avoid major travel days and late nights. Consider
arriving at your destination a day or two before major
travel days in order to save time and lower frustration.
Also try to avoid driving late at night, as darkness may
make it difficult to see in adverse weather conditions.

Obey road signs and traffic laws. This information
has your safety in mind. Do not speed, and make sure
that everyone in your vehicle is wearing a seat belt. In
addition, if you’re planning to drink alcoholic bever-

ages, select a designated driver in advance. Make sure
this person is aware of all responsibilities.

Respect commercial vehicles. When driving near
commercial vehicles such as trucks and buses, be aware
of their “No-Zones,” which are dangerous blind spots
where your vehicle disappears from the view of the
truck or bus driver. Remember: If you can’t see the dri-
ver’s face in the side-view mirror, he or she cannot see
you. When passing these vehicles, complete your pass
quickly and safely.

Eliminate distractions. Make sure children have
things to keep them occupied so they do not distract
you. Keep the radio at a low volume and do not use your
cell phone while driving. Pull over or have a passenger
make any necessary calls.

Taking extra precautions during the summer vaca-
tion season is necessary to help ensure the safety of
everyone on the road. Being mindful of your surround-
ings will help avoid an accident or breakdown and will
make celebrating the summer even more enjoyable. !

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-
service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Tips for safe road travel
Automotive! !

PAPA’S
Subs & Pasta

3617 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA  70065

(Across from Wendy’s)

461-9111
FREE DELIVERY
DINE IN or CARRY-OUT

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

LARGE BUFFET
7 Days a Week

Soup/Salad
Lasagna
Pastas

Specialty Dish Daily
Dessert

FREE
PIZZA
Buy one large

specialty Pizza,
get a second of
equal or lesser

value FREE
$19.95

KIDS
SPECIAL

All you can eat
buffet only 

$2.99
+ tax

(Tuesdays and
Wednesdays)

ages 4-11

Window Screens Made & Installed

PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS

• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
• Replacement 

Windows
• Gutters

• Patio Covers
• Glass Rooms
• Room Additions
• Screened Rooms
• Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA  70065
(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment

Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

By SHARON SOLOMON

In an effort to promote
Kenner and our area hotels
and attractions, the Kenner
C o nvention and Vi s i t o r s
Bureau participates in
numerous trade shows and
conventions as a means of
enticing potential clients.
In June, we attended the
United States Oly m p i c
C o n gress in La Jolla,
C a l i f o rnia. The Congr e s s

consisted of three days of seminars, presentations and
workshops from leaders in the Olympic movement,
including USOC executives and corporate sponsors.
Event attendees and exhibitors also included Olympic
sponsors and licensees, industry manufacturers and
suppliers, other sports commissions, convention-and-
visitors bureaus, and current and former U. S .
Olympians. This event served as an assembly expo of
all Olympic Sports, and we hope our promotion of
Kenner as a sports event holder will prove successful.

This month we will be going to Austin, Texas to
attend the International Association of Convention and
Visitors Bureaus, the most reliable and knowledgeable
resource for official destination marketing organiza-
tions, where we will continue to learn valuable infor-
mation about destination management.

Another show we have attended for many years, and
from which the KCVB has garnered much success, has
been the annual Hospitality Sales and Marke t i n g
Association Intern a t i o n a l ’s (HSMAI) A ff o r d a bl e

Meetings National show, which is held this year in
Washington D.C. It will be held in September and we
will again have an exhibit in this show. This versatile
exposition at HSMAI’s Affordable Meetings National
provides meeting planners with all the resources they’ll
need to effectively plan all aspects of their meetings or
events. We hope to come back with lots of leads and be
as successful as we have been in the past in bringing
meetings to Kenner.

SportsTravel will present its annual Teams 2006:
Travel, Events and Management in Sports Conference
and Expo in Las Vegas, Nevada in October this year.
Over 1,000 events organizers, event rights holders, host
destinations, suppliers and sports event sponsors are
expected to attend. This tradeshow is the world’s lead-
ing conference and expo for the sports event industry
with the largest gathering of sports events organizers
and event rights holders. The KCVB will attend with
the mission of attracting any and all types of sporting
events to Kenner.

Also in October, the KCVB will again represent
Kenner at the 119th AAU National Convention which is
being held this year in Hawaii. Kenner has been select-
ed many times in the past to host AAU National tourna-
ments and we hope to be successful again in our bid for
a Girls Basketball National Championship for 2008.

In April of 2007, we will be attending the National
Association of Sports Commission, sports event indus-
try’s leading networking organization. Founded in 1992,
the NASC represents over 350 organizations from more
than 270 cities across the country. The NASC is the pri-
mary network for communication and information shar-
ing on all topics relating to the sports event industry.

KCVB working to bring business to Kenner
Tourism! !

continued on page 29

Alert! Alert!! Alert!!!
Looking for Buyers and Sellers!!!
For any Real Estate needs call…

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY
Realtor/Consultant
(504) 909-8765

LORI
PIGEON

HOWCOTT
Realtor/Consultant
(504) 338-4965

®
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By ED CLANCY

Last month my neighbor Harold asked
me to go with him to see his son, Andrew,
p l ay baseball in the Kenner Parks and
Recreation 12-ye a r-old league. It wa s
Highway Park against Woodlake. I hadn’t
seen a Little League-type game of baseball
in years, so Harold and I went over to
Galatas Stadium to see some 12-year-old
baseball. I must admit I was impressed. The
kids and the coaches all seemed to know
what they were doing.

Ah, yes, I well remember Little League
Baseball. Those were happy days.

I played Little League in the bucolic lit-
tle town of Fabius, New York, and when the
umpire didn’t show up, my father was usu-
ally drafted for the job. Now, that would not
normally be a problem, but for my father it
was: he was cross-eyed. I have no idea how
he got that way, he may have been born
with it, but when one eye moved, the other
didn’t necessarily follow. If his left eye was
looking straight ahead, the right eye would

be looking at his nose. Conversely, if the
right eye was looking front and center, the
left eye would be focusing down and inside.
At no time did his eyes actually look at
each other as one might imagine from hear-
ing the phrase “cross-eyed.” His problem
was not so bad that he could not get a dri-
ver’s license, but when he drove a car, he
always had to turn his head to one side or
the other.

I realize that in 2006 I probably am not
being politically correct by using the term
“cross-eyed.” In these times, youngsters are
not “handicapped” they are “diff e r e n t ly
abled.” I supposed I should be saying that
my father suffered from e s o t ro p i a , bu t
when I was a kid my father was cross-eyed,
he was not “differently visioned.”

So what is esotropia? According to the
American Heritage Dictionary of the
English Language, Fourth Edition, it’s “a
form of strabismus in which one or both of
the eyes deviate inward.” (No, I am not
going to look up “strabismus.”) Suffice it to
say, my father was in the same boat with
Clarence, the Esotropic Lion.

My father always got somebody mad at
him when he was umpiring a Little League
baseball game. It was really bad when the
sun started to go down. Dusk always fell
upon my father with more than a smattering

of boos, and “hey Ump, whaddya blind?
My kid was safe!”

That’s when I would start to cry. It did-
n’t dawn on me then that not everyone
knew that my father was esotrop – cross-
eyed. Just as the tears would well up in my
eyes, my father would storm off the field
and leave for home. After all, he was just
trying to help out these people who had
begged him to be a substitute umpire. As he
would pass me I could see there were tears
in his eyes too. They just ran down the
wrong sides of his face.

I really must apologize. I had no inten-
tion of turning this column into a treatise
on aberrant eyeballs.

A c t u a l ly, most of my memories of
Little League are really happy ones. Unless
you count the time the coach slapped me in
the face.

I was the star first baseman on the
team: good field, good hit. That’s baseball
jargon for a kid who can not only play his
position very well, but can hit the ball
either a lot or very far, or both. I could do
both, except for those occasions when I
could not. This particular day I was not hit-
ting at all, and about halfway through the
game, the coach decided to put me on the
bench.

I put up a howl, and, in the middle of

my argument about why I should stay in the
game, the coach, out of the clear blue, let
me have it across the face with a very hard
and calloused open hand.

When my shock and disbelief finally
came to an end, I started bawling like a five
year old, and sat down on the bench. I think
I cried and whimpered and sniffled for the
rest of the game. It bothered me because I
wasn’t used to crying in public. I never did
that. Except, of course, when my dad was
the umpire.

Excuse me now, I have to go re-think
my memories of Little League. !

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

Happy days
People! !

KENNER
ST!R

Website
www.kennerstar.com
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Faithwalk! !

By JOEY CLEVELAND

As Carl Cleveland’s wife, I have been
asked to give you an update on Carl’s
health. As most of you already know, Carl
has been fighting metastasized prostate
cancer for three years. For most of that
time, he has felt energetic and led an active
life, in spite of treatments and testing; how-
ever, last fall the cancer progressed, one of
the casualties from Katrina. In January of
this year, we were assigned a new oncolo-
gist and so began a new regimen of chemo
treatments which have gr e a t ly depleted
Carl’s energy. That is why I have been asked
to fill in for him this month.

The cancer is located in Carl’s bones,
liver and lungs. He has completed six treat-

ments of chemo since March, and the tests
show that the chemo has prevented any fur-
ther growth. However, the pain caused by
the bone lesions requires round-the-clock
administering of pain medication which
sedates him much of the time and weakens
his body.

On June 22 Carl received a radioactive
isotope injection which purportedly should
reduce his bone lesion pain within one to
three weeks. It could last up to six months,
and we have hope that, if successful, we can
reduce the amount of medication he takes
and return him to a more active lifestyle.
Admittedly, this will not be a permanent
solution, for the spread of the cancer is of
grave concern, and we will undoubtedly
resort, once again, to chemo. But we have
learned to live in the present moment, and
to be grateful for the blessings, large and
small.

In July, we plan to travel to Atlanta,
Orlando and Washington, D.C. for our

d a u g h t e r ’s basketball tournaments. God
willing, we will have one glorious month
free from treatments and sedation. When
we return, we will once again consult with
our oncologist and chart our course for the
future, but until then we will enjoy each
precious day and live it to the fullest.

We ask for and thank you for your
prayers for Carl’s healing. Would you also
add a prayer for our acceptance of and total
surrender to God’s will for Carl, whether
he’s healed or not? Carl has written in the
past of St. Paul’s complaint of “a thorn in
my flesh.” Jesus’ response was, “My grace

is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in we a k n e s s ,” and as St. Pa u l
reminds us, “When I am weak, then I am
strong” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). This is a
source of great hope, for we must all even-
tually face struggles in our lives which ren-
der us powerless, which is precisely when
God's grace and power can take over. All
you have to do is ask Him.

Carl’s trust is in the Lord, and that’s
good enough for me, too! !

Carl or Joey Cleveland can be reached
via email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

An update on Carl Cleveland

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ACCEPT ALL HMOs and PPOs,

OCHSNER & MEDICAID
New Patients

and
Newborn Conferences

Welcomed

443-KIDS
Monday - Friday  8:30 - 5:00  •  Saturday  8:30 - 12:00

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

Se habla Español

Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Voice Data Cabling  •   Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service

Auto Attendant   •   Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

The Way
Business
Communicates

The St. Clement of Rome Single and
Single Again Ministry is a Roman Catholic
ecumenical ministry open to single persons
of all faiths. The group, a non-profit organ-
ization, charges no dues and was formed
for the purpose of giving spiritual, educa-
tional, moral and social support to single
adults of all ages whose lives have been dis-
rupted due to separation, divorce or death
of a spouse. Those who have never been
married are welcome as well.

The ministry’s main source of support

is generated from dances usually held twice
a month at the VFW Hall located at 1133
Hickory Avenue in Harahan. The cost is
$10 per person with bar setups provided.

At the dance on Saturday, July 8, music
will be provided by Jake and the Nifty
Fifties Band. DJ Ron Ritter will provide
music for the dance on Saturday, July 22.

For more information call Mary Sirgo
at 467-2294 or Pete Guillory at 985-785-
6433. !

This event gives us another opportunity to
meet with planners of many different sport-
ing events and show them we are the place
to hold their events.

As you can see, we are very busy sell-
ing Kenner as the “affordable place” for
conventions, tradeshows and meetings to
be held. Any event we book means more
money in the city’s coffers and new busi-
ness for business owners. It’s the trickle

down effect in action and means revenue
for everyone. As new developments take
place, I will keep you updated. !

Sharon Solomon is the marketing direc-
tor for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. The KCVB is a non-profit cor-
poration funded by private membership
dues and funds from the city of Kenner.
Sharon Solomon can be reached at 464-
9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com or
at www.kennercvb.com.

KCVB
(continued from page 27)

Single persons group hosts two dances in July

Community! !

Angels’ Place, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides supportive services to
seriously and terminally ill children and
their families, is beginning their annual
school supply drive.

They are asking for donations for the
children who will need protractors, hand-
calculators, spiral notebooks, sturdy rulers,
assignment pads, washable markers, scis-

sors, report covers, planners, see-through
backpacks, crayons, pencils, primary writ-
ing tablets, glue sticks, colored construc-
tion paper and pens.

A n g e l s ’ Place is located at 4323
Division Street, Suite 206 in Metairie. Call
455-2620 or visit www.angelsplace.org for
more information. !

Angels’ Place needs school supplies

Louisiana Citizen Awareness and
Disaster Evacuation Guide

Contraflow maps, important hurricane
evacuation information & contact numbers

Kenner Police website – www.kennerpd.com
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ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
(continued from page 1)

community services director; Landon
Allen, purchasing director; and Annamaria
Pizzolato, internal audit director. Cannella’s
first assistant attorney will be Kurt Garcia,
who speaks English and Spanish.

Duke McConnell, director of finance;
Keith Conley, clerk of court; Jay Hebert,
director of planning; Beve r ly Nicolosi,
director of human resources and Mike Zito,
fire chief, all wo r ked in the prev i o u s
administration, and all will be retained in
the same positions.

Keith Chiro, who was director of public
works and the inspections and code
enforcement under the Capitano adminis-
tration, will continue as director of inspec-
tions and code enforcement.

Muniz had praise for all the members of
his team but especially singled out Chiro.
“Keith is going to be one of the key people
in the rebuilding of those parts of our com-
munity that were hard hit by Hurricane
Katrina,” Mayor Muniz said. “He is going
to be making some tough judgments on
which structures need to be demolished and
which can be saved. I have great confidence
in Keith and know he’ll be responsible,
thoughtful and mindful of what will best
serve the interests of the city.”

Mike Yenni is the nephew and grandson
of former Jefferson Parish presidents Mike
and Joe Yenni.

Mike Quigley, executive assistant to the
Jefferson Parish president from 2002 to
2005, began his career in the parish in 1971
starting as an assistant recreation supervi-
sor moving up to recreation director of the
parish in 1995. He will replace Carol Luna,
who retired on June 30.

D u ke McConnell has wo r ked for
Kenner for 18 years and will remain direc-

SAY YOU SAW
IT IN THE

KENNER
ST!R

Chief Caraway is a 30-year veteran of
the Kenner Police Department. He grew up
in Metairie and Kenner, spending much of
his youth on Kenner playgrounds. After
graduating from Rummel High School,
Caraway served in the U.S. Marine Corps
and joined the KPD after receiving an hon-
orable discharge. “I never really imagined
myself running for public offi c e ,” say s
Caraway. “But when this opportunity pre-
sented itself, my family and friends stepped
forward to help me and we never looked
back.”

Chief Caraway is very pleased by the
Kenner City Council’s recent decision to
add $800,000 to the city budget to fund the
hiring of 16 additional police officers.

“These 16 new officers will replace
individuals who left the KPD after Katrina,
in many instances because their spouses got
better-paying jobs out of state,” said Chief
Caraway. “These 16 additional officers will
raise our department to some 175 officers.
That should be sufficient in the short-term
but we as a community need to keep our
options open. There is another situation
d eveloping that could at some point
become a serious problem.”

The new situation is an effort by drug
dealers to establish their own turf in
Kenner. “In the wake of Katrina, we find
known drug dealers turning up in Kenner,”
says Chief Caraway. “We think they are
looking for new bases of operation, since
parts of New Orleans are still in ruins. We
are confronting them every day and making
it clear to them through arrests that there is
no refuge for them in Kenner. But if it
becomes a pitched battle for terr i t o ry
between the KPD and the drug dealers, we
may have to ask the administration and the
city council for funds to hire additional
police officers. The dispersal of drug deal-
ers throughout the metro area, including
Ke n n e r, is apparently one of the after
effects of Katrina.”

Chief Caraway has met with new Mayor

Edmond Muniz and the city council. He
feels the meetings went well and that there
is going to be a strong cooperative spirit
linking the KPD, the administration and the
city council.

Chief Caraway is also planning some
innovations, including a bike patrol at the
Esplanade Mall. “The Esplanade Mall is
the safest shopping center in metro New
Orleans right now,” said Chief Caraway.
“They have excellent security and a dress
code that they enforce. But, in an abun-
dance of caution, we are considering a
KPD bike patrol at the mall because we
want to help them maintain their record of
safety.”

Chief Caraway believes he has won the
top position at a strong, active and enthusi-
astic Police Department that is we l l -
equipped and highly motivated. “There cer-
tainly are challenges ahead but I’m very
optimistic,” said Chief Caraway. “Kenner
appears ready for an economic boom as
billions of federal dollars come into our
region to help us rebuild,” he said. “It’s
obviously clear that Kenner needs to be
united behind our police department so that
we can continue to be one of the safest
communities in the Gulf South. I know
we’re ready and capable of doing the job
and I thank Mayor Muniz, the council and
the people of Kenner for their support and
encouragement.” !

POLICE CHIEF CARAWAY
(continued from page 1)

formerly served as council members for
Districts 3 and 4, respective ly. Marc
Johnson entered his third term as District
1 councilman. Joe Stagni, District 2 coun-
cilman, had taken his oath soon after
being elected in March and has served
since then. Ben Zahn III was sworn in as
the new District 3 councilman. Maria
Defrancesh took the oath to become the
council member for District 4, and Kent
Denapolis assumed his first full term in
office as councilman for District 5. !

NEW GENERATION
(continued from page 1)

tor of finance and will also oversee Federal
E m e rg e n cy Management A g e n cy reim-
bursement.

The internal auditor position is new in
city gove rnment. It will be filled by
Pizzolato, an assistant director in the
finance department. “The legislative audi-
tor and good government groups have long
recommended that Kenner have an internal
auditor,” said Muniz. “I agree with them
and am pleased to implement their recom-
mendation. Annamaria is an exceptional
city employee and I know she’ll do a great
job.”

Emile Lafourcade, a former Ti m e s -
Picayune reporter, headed Muniz’ staff for
the 17 years that Muniz served on the
J e fferson Parish Council and will now
serve in the newly-created post of public
information officer.

Ken Marroccoli has worked in commu-
nity relations in the Kenner Po l i c e
Department but has long had a special
interest in recreation. “Ken is a great young
man who has dreamed of getting the
chance to head the recreation department,”
said Muniz. “My goal is for Kenner to have
the finest recreation department in the Gulf
South with programs for every child and
adult who wishes to participate. Ken has
the energy, enthusiasm and vision to make
that happen.”

Pratt Reddy, an engineer, was formerly
the public works director in Gretna and
drainage director in Jefferson Parish.

Landon Allen prev i o u s ly wo r ked in
procurement in the military and private
sector and will replace Charley Sulzer, who
retired in May, as purchasing director.

The former executive assistant to the
parish president and Jefferson Parish com-
munity development director, A r l e e t a
Terrell, will take on the duties of director of
community development. The department
oversees community block grants and
housing programs in Kenner.

A business owner in Kenner, Mary-
Sharon Howland will be the director of
community services and will be responsi-
ble for community events and Rivertown
museums.

Jay Hebert had been interim planning
and zoning director since May when Randy
Clement resigned. !

“Create Your Future” free workshop offered

Community! !

Delgado Community College will pres-
ent a free informative workshop, Create
Your Future, for anyone thinking about
going to college and wanting to learn about
the many higher education opportunities
available at Delgado.

The workshop will be held on Saturday,
July 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the City Park

Campus located at 615 City Park Avenue in
Building 23, the Student Life Center.

Topics will include A p p lying for
Admissions, A p p lying for Fi n a n c i a l
Assistance, Learning in Adulthood – It’s
Not As Difficult As You Think and more.

For more information call 483-4410. !

East Jefferson General Hospital has
announced that Dr. Raymond DeCorte has
been named vice president and medical
director of the hospital. Dr. DeCorte is a
board certified general surgeon and has
been on the EJGH medical staff for 16
years. He is a graduate of the LSU Medical
School and has completed his internship

and residency at the University of Alabama.
East Jefferson General Hospital,

Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a
publicly owned, not-for-profit, community
hospital providing care to the residents of
the East Bank of Jefferson Parish and sur-
rounding communities. East Jeff e r s o n
General opened in 1971. !

DeCorte named to EJGH posts
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By TROY BROUSSARD

As the head writer and editor of the Kenner Star
newspaper for over eight years, George Drake’s quest
for excellence was unparalleled. His high standards
were also reflected, however, in a 23 year career with
the Jefferson Parish Public School System, where he
taught at Higgins, East Jefferson, and Bonnabel High
Schools before moving to Roosevelt Middle School in
1997, where he served until his untimely passing at
the age of 52. In his capacity as an educator, George
had a love of teaching, a dedication that wa s
unmatched, a caring about his students that was gen-
uine, an unselfish attitude in helping his fellow facul-
ty and a sincere willingness to do whatever it took to
get the job done.

Since 2002, the Kenner Star has honored the

memory of George Drake with the presentation of a
n a m e s a ke award to an eighth grade student at
Roosevelt who best emulates the qualities that he
brought to the halls of Roosevelt Middle School:
Dedication to learning, Kindness to others ,
Compassion, Optimism and a Quality of Living Each
Day to the Fullest.

The Kenner Star is pleased to announce that the
eighth grade teachers at Roosevelt Middle School
have unanimously selected Rj Pedrosa as the recipient
of the George L. Drake Annual Award for 2006. The
administration and faculty at Roosevelt offered the
following statement explaining why Pedrosa was their
choice to receive the honor: “Rj strives to be academ-
ically successful, while getting along well with his
teachers and peers. His teachers describe him as
always being happy, with a smile on his face. His

SINCE 1978

450-1753

Carpet Cleaning & Restoration
Mold Remediation

FREE ESTIMATES

Slab, ceramic, tile & grout cleaning and
disinfecting prior to floor installation

eagerness to learn and his willingness to help others are refresh-
ing qualities that remind everyone of George Drake. He is a
member of the Jefferson Parish Gifted and Talented A rt
P r ogram and has won awards for his exceptional ability.
Roosevelt is proud to see Rj emulate the qualities that George
Drake possessed and is honored to bestow this prestigious award
to such a deserving young man.”

In recognition of his outstanding character, on May 25 at
Bonnabel High School the Kenner Star presented Rj with a
commemorative plaque, a savings bond and his name has also
been transcribed on a memorial plaque in the Roosevelt school
library. !

Kenner Star presents fourth annual George Drake Award
Community! !

Actor’s Theatre of New Orleans will present the
comedy, Murder at the Howard Johnson’s by Sam
Bobrick and Ron Clark on July 13 through July 29. The
cast includes Benjamin Clement, Viki Lovelace and
Kevin Songy, with direction by René Piazza. This farce
plays Thursday through Saturday at 7:30 p.m., and on

Sunday afternoons at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $16 for
adults and $14 for students and seniors.

The theatre is located on the second floor of the
WTIX-FM building at 4539 N. I-10 Service Road
behind Target at Clearview Mall. For more information
or to make reservations call 456-4111. !

Comedy comes to the Actor’s Theatre

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE KENNER ST!R
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