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Kenner residents donate tons of
food for needy households
By TROY BROUSSARD
Last month, Ochsner Medical CenterKenner (OMC-K) teamed up with Kenner’s
letter carriers, Branch 4342, to pick up nonperishable food items during the course of
their regularly scheduled routes in bags provided through the November edition of the
Kenner Star. In a remarkable display of holiday philanthropy, Kenner residents donated
over seven tons of food that will help feed as
many as one thousand families through the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
“We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you for the additional work the mail
carriers did and also a sincere thank you to

all the residents of Kenner for a successful
food bank and for supporting their community,” said Paolo Zambito, chief executive
officer of OMC-K.
“I would like to thank Ochsner, the
postal carriers and all residents in the city of
Kenner who gave their time and resources to
the food drive,” says Diane Plauche, supervisor of Kenner’s Food Bank. “They have all
helped a lot of needy people who otherwise
would not have had a Thanksgiving.”
Plauche also said that December is also
a month that sees an increased demand from
needy families and donated food items are
still welcome.

Mosquito bites in December?
Yes, it’s true, here’s why
By ALLAN KATZ
If you’re wondering why mosquito bites keep showing
up on your ankles and knees in December, there is a reasonable explanation although it probably won’t make you
feel any better.
“Hurricane Katrina and some subsequent high tides left
the mud and grass in the St. Charles Parish marshes barren
and ideal for nurturing mosquito eggs,” says Steve
Pavlovich, an entomologist at Mosquito Control Inc., the
company that is responsible for Jefferson Parish’s mosquito control program. “The combination of marshes ripe for
mosquito development and a warmer than usual first half
continued on page 28

continued on page 14

Kenner letter carries collected donated food for five days in November to help the Kenner
Food Bank.

City gives two grass-cutting contracts
By ALLAN KATZ
Still hampered by a shortage of public works employees,
the city of Kenner has given two grass-cutting contracts to private firms that will trim abandoned properties damaged by
Hurricane Katrina as well as vacant lots.
“Given the labor situation, it’s still really difficult for the
city to hire all the wo r kers that we need,” said Emile
Lafourcade, the city’s public information officer. “As a result,
the administration and the city council have decided to hire
two experienced private firms to help us out. We have to return
the city to the high level of good care that Kenner residents
expect, and many of the residential sites damaged by Katrina
and the vacant lots that haven’t been trimmed in a year just
look terrible. So, we’re addressing the problem.”
The grass-cutting contracts will be overseen by Kenner’s

Code Enforcement Department. Code Enforcement Director
Keith Chiro said the two firms selected are Leroy Danor
Maintenance and Services, who will trim the grass at abandoned residential properties, and J. Calderara and Co., who
will trim the vacant lots. Both contracts are capped at $60,000.
“These companies really have their work cut out for them,”
said Chiro. “There’s nothing easy about these assignments.
These lots, in most instances, haven’t been trimmed in a year.
Grass and bushes are badly overgrown. But the only way to
restore Kenner to the way we want it to look is to get to work,
and we just don’t have enough public works employees to handle their regular assignments and these other problems as well.
So, we’re going to lean on Danor and Calderara to do the work.
Our inspectors will be right behind them, but these are experienced firms with good reputations so I’m sure they’ll get to
work and, soon, we’ll all notice a big difference.” H

If you don’t really need it, it’s time to say
“goodbye” to that FEMA trailer
By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz, his wife, Peggy and Kenner Police
Chief Steve Caraway participate in the opening of the city's
Christmas Village in Veterans Park.

More than a year after Hurricane Katrina, the city of
Kenner is growing weary of FEMA trailers, especially
those that are no longer really needed.
The Kenner City Council wants the city largely free of
trailers by May 1, 2007. The council unanimously passed
an ordinance that will crack down on people illegally
hanging on to their trailers even though their residence has
been repaired and is now habitable.
The original intent of the approximately 3,600 FEMA
trailers in Kenner was to give homeowners a place to stay
while they were repairing damage to their homes inflicted
by Hurricane Katrina. But District 5 Councilman Kent
Denapolis, author of the trailer removal ordinance, said too
many Kenner residents are hanging on to their unsightly,
ugly trailers, even after their homes have been repaired.

Denapolis said some homeowners are even renting out
their trailers. He said some of those keeping their trailers
are under the mistaken belief that FEMA will sell them to
the homeowners at a sharp discount.
Kenner’s law regulating trailers says the trailers can be
occupied only by the homeowner if the homeowner’s residence is uninhabitable. Under Denapolis’ ordinance, those
wishing to keep their trailer must be able to prove to the
city’s code enforcement department that their home is still
uninhabitable and that the homeowner will be the one
residing in the trailer.
At present, according to FEMA officials, it takes them
about five weeks to come and remove a trailer when the homeowner informs the federal agency that it is no longer needed.
District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni says now is the time
that Kenner has to become aggressive in enforcing its
continued on page 18
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With $100 Gift Certificate Purchase

OFFERINGS
OVERSTUFFED POBOYS AND MUFFALETTAS
Meatball
Chicken Parmigiana

Ham & Cheese
Italian Sausage

Veal Parmigiana
Shrimp, Fish, Oyster

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SATURDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550
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Two national AAU basketball
tournaments coming to Kenner, combined
value to city could top $4 million
By ALLAN KATZ
The city of Kenner has continued its
tradition of landing national AAU girl’s
b a s ketball
tournaments
for
the
Pontchartrain Center, with 75 teams of 11year-olds headed this way in the summer of
2007 and a similar number of nine-yearolds coming to Kenner in 2008. But it may
have trouble landing more in the future.
Forrest “Bucky” Lanning, who started
the Kenner Angels girls’ basketball program in 1989, is now vice president and
sports director for the Kenner Convention
and Visitors Bureau (KCVB). Using contacts he developed while heading the
Angels’ program, Lanning has taken the
lead in bringing AAU events to the
Pontchartrain Center. Lanning, who also
was a Kenner city councilman before retiring from politics, is no longer associated
with the Angels. Lanning says the beauty of
bringing AAU national tournaments to the
Ponchartrain Center is that the teams and
their families also fill up every hotel in
Kenner, eat at Kenner restaurants and shop
in Kenner stores. “Each of the 75 teams
brings players, coaches and the players’
families to Kenner,” says Lanning. “The
AAU loves to come to Kenner because we
have excellent hotels close to the
Pontchartrain Center, good restaurants conve n i e n t ly located all along Williams
Boulevard and Veterans Highway and plenty of places for shopping. In addition, the
Pontchartrain Center can lay down three
basketball courts, a very important factor
for a tournament with 75 teams.”
Tim Rada, executive director and chief
executive officer of the KCVB says Kenner
competed with first-tier cities Houston and
Philadelphia for these second–tier tournaments and won – this time. Rada continues,
“However, the first-tier cities have now recognized how lucrative these tournaments
are for an area’s economy and we will soon
not be able to compete with them. It will be
harder and harder for our second-tier city to
land these tournaments because our facilities have to be enhanced to stay competitive. Other cities’ facilities have nine basketball courts under one roof but teams
here have to spread out over individual
gyms. If we want to continue to bring these
major sporting economic windfalls to

Kenner, we will have to address the problem of building more facilities now. It is
important to note that during an average
AAU tournament over 3,000 hotel room
nights are booked. Industry standards translate that into about a $2 million dollar
injection of cash into a tournament city’s
coffers. Our job at the KCVB is to get
money such as that into the city and we
want to continue to do so.”
Mayor Muniz said, “We are pleased to
have the honor of hosting these prestigious
events in 2007 and 2008. Just like Super
Bowls and Final Fours, it is getting more
competitive at all levels to win bids to host
athletic events. I am sure the gracious hospitality the city of Kenner will extend to the
many visitors for the 2007 and 2008 tournaments will only encourage AAU officials
to continue to want to come to our city. I
look forward to joining with Ke n n e r
Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli and
others in my administration in meeting with
officials of the KCVB to help bring more
AAU tournaments to Kenner in the future.”
Another aspect of the AAU tournaments is that they bring out the best in the
Kenner Angels’ athletes who have won nine
national championships since the Angels
were established in 1992. More than 100
former Angels have gone on to win college
scholarships, including three high school
seniors who started their athletic careers as
Angels and recently signed with the Tulane
women’s program. Another former Angel,
Temeka Johnson, who went on to play point
guard for the LSU women’s Lady Tigers
basketball team, was last year’s rookie of
the year in the Women’s National
Basketball Association (WNBA).
“When Temeka first came out for the
Angels as a nine-year-old, she was a wild
child and no one, including Temeka, would
have ever imagined that she was a future
all-state, all-American and all-pro player,”
says Lanning. “That’s the beauty of the
AAU program and the Angels. It helps girls
develop to their full athletic and personal
potential that might otherwise have gone
untapped. Bringing the National AAU tournaments to Kenner is a wonderful
lagniappe that includes huge economic
benefits for the community and we hope to
keep that tradition going.” H

Christmas Marketplace has host of vendors

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625

Christmas Marketplace will be held at
the Hellenic Cultural Center (site of the
Greek Fest), located at 1200 Robert E. Lee
Blvd., on Sunday, December 3 from noon
until 4:00 p.m. Vendors include Southern
Living at Home, Avon, Gold Canyo n
Candles, Tupperware, Mary Kay, Discovery
Toys, Pampered Chef, Silpada Jewe l ry,
Fleur de Lis Creations, Park Lane Jewelry,
Stampin’ Up, books by local authors

including “The Tale of Nada Nutria,”
“Pencil Praye r,” and “Our Teacher,”
Orthodox religious items, limited Greek
pastries and more. There will also be a raffle at the event.
Light lunch fare will be available for
purchase. Proceeds to benefit the Holy
Trinity PTA.
For more information call 282-0259
and mention “Christmas Marketplace.” H
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H From the Editor

Edmond Muniz: The mayor who almost didn’t run
is off to a strong beginning
By ALLAN KATZ
The tale of how Edmond Muniz was
convinced to run for mayor and just managed to file his qualifying papers with
moments to spare is one of the best stories
in the long history of Kenner politics.
But it’s an equally good story that
Mayor Muniz has gotten off to an excellent
start in Kenner’s top office. He has surrounded himself with a strong team of city
department heads and they’re doing a good
job while maintaining a strong working
relationship with the city council.
However, I think the best part of the
story is yet to unfold. I’ve been covering
Edmond Muniz for more than 35 years and
I can tell you that the very best of his many
good qualities is his ability to see things
that aren’t clear to the rest of us. But, more
of that in a moment. Let’s start this story on

the last day of qualifying for the Kenner
elections at Bozo’s Restaurant where a
group of Muniz’ friends were waiting for
him.
Muniz had decided not to run. But, at
literally the last moment, his friends – some
of whom hold elected offices in Kenner and
Jefferson Parish – convinced him at what
was literally the last moment that he was
the one guy who could defeat then-Mayor
Phil Capitano.
When Muniz agreed he would run,
there was not much time left before they
locked up the office where qualifying takes
place. Muniz was able to race through traffic to arrive at the destination with just a
few moments to spare. In retrospect, former
Mayor Capitano believes that if Muniz had
not run, Capitano would have been reelected. He’s probably right.
After winning, Muniz has brought to
the table the same qualities that enabled
him to lift the Krewe of Endymion from a
neighborhood parade to one of Mardi Gras’
great spectacles and to lift Muniz’ little
radio station to a multi-million dollar prop-

erty. The reasons for Muniz’ successes are
that he is a very good manager who knows
how to maximize money, he always surrounds himself with good people and he
also has a gift for knowing what the public
wants.
All of these qualities are visible in the
Muniz administration. I think Chief of Staff
Mike Yenni is one of the brightest young
men in government and politics today, but
he is just one of the solid people that have
either gone to work for Muniz or been
retained by the mayor because he likes their
competence.
But beyond those things, Muniz has a
unique ability to see things before the rest
of us are even aware that the potential
exists. For example, Mayor Muniz is working to interest developers in the possibility
of constructing condominium towers in
Rivertown, with special emphasis on the
ground overlooking the Mississippi River
and the spot in Kenner where the French
explorer LaSalle first came ashore.
Muniz’ theory is that Rivertown needs a
residential component to fully bloom. He
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believes that condominium towers near the
Mississippi River would offer a high-rise
view of the river and the region in a safe
community with an excellent quality of
life.
The mayor is also very enthused about
the potential of the untapped land purchased by Armstrong International Airport
with FAA money. That land is now available for development and one team of
developers has already stepped up to plan a
major retail mall. Muniz thinks that could
be just the beginning.
There are a few more things you should
know about Mayor Muniz. If you don’t like
those ideas, don’t worry. He’ll have six or
seven more by tomorrow morning
On the government scoreboard, I’d give
Mayor Muniz an “A” for his first six
months in office. Eve ryone in Kenner
should be hoping for the good of the city
that the mayor continues to make the honor
roll. H

By JEFF CROUERE
Even though the mid-term elections were
just completed, the race for governor of
Louisiana has already begun. Firing the first
shot is Louisiana First District Congressman
Bobby Jindal (R-Kenner) who sent letters to
supporters across the state asking for financial support.
In a November 13 memo marked
“Confidential” Jindal revealed to close
friends and political supporters the worst kept
secret in Louisiana politics. According to
Jindal, “I want to run for governor.” The congressman believes that “our state faces a crisis like never before.” Jindal will hold a campaign kick-off event in New Orleans on
Saturday December 9 and he wants his supporters to pledge to raise either $50,000 for
the Gove rnor’s Circle, $25,000 for the
Committee for Louisiana’s Future or $5,000
for Bobby’s Club. In his memo, Jindal claims
that “It took our state years to sink to the bottom of so many national rankings. It will be a
tremendous challenge to turn the tide. But we
must.” To run a winning campaign for governor, Jindal hopes to raise at least $10 million.
With his network of supporters and
donors across the state, Jindal should be able

to easily raise the necessary funds. In his
recently concluded congressional race, Jindal
spent in excess of $2 million, winning in a
landslide. Jindal crushed his three opponents,
all political newcomers, and won an astounding 88 percent of the vote, the highest total
for any Republican congressman in the country.
Now, he has set his sights on the governor’s mansion. In 2003, Jindal lost a heartbreaking gubernatorial race to Kathleen
Blanco by the margin of 52 to 48 percent.
Since that time, Blanco has struggled with
the legislature, hurricane recovery and now
the “Road Home” plan. In fact, Blanco has
only a 41 percent approval rating, ranking at
the bottom of the list among the nation’s governors.
Blanco has been beset by one problem
after another and looks extremely vulnerable;
however, she is still the incumbent and usually it is difficult to defeat a sitting governor in
Louisiana. The last time it happened was in
1991, when then Governor Buddy Roemer
was defeated and did not even make the runoff that year, leading to the infamous race in
which voters were encouraged to “Vote for
the Crook, it’s important.”
Even though the “Road Home” plan has
plenty of potholes, Blanco will have the
advantage of disbursing $7.5 billion over the
next year. This is a powerful political weapon,
as is the $800 million state budget surplus
that she will spend. Blanco has called a special session in December and wants to reward

teachers and other constituencies with pay
raises. Even a we a kened gove rnor like
Blanco has plenty of power and can use her
office to help her chances of re-election.
Unfortunately for Blanco, if the election
were held today, she would lose big-time.
According to respected pollster Verne
Kennedy, who recently surveyed 600 voters
across the state, Jindal leads Blanco 52 percent to 20 percent. Other prominent statewide
elected officials trailed: U.S. Senator David
Vitter was at 9 percent; Lt. Gov. Mitch
Landrieu was also at 9 percent; while Third
District Congressman Charlie Melancon finished at 3 percent. Neither Vitter nor
Landrieu is likely to be a candidate in this
race, yet Melancon has been touted as a
Democratic Party alternative to Blanco as
governor. The congressman has remained
mum about a possible race, although most
consider it unlikely.
Could there be other candidates in the
race?
Democrat
Public
Service
Commissioner Foster Campbell is looking at
a campaign, as is State Senator Walter
Boasso (R-Chalmette), president and CEO of
Boasso America, and GOP businessman John
Georges, owner of Imperial Trading. For
weeks, Georges has been showing associates
poll results that indicate more Louisiana voters want Jindal to run for the senate against
Mary Landrieu in 2008 than for governor
next year. With Republicans now in the
minority in the senate, Landrieu’s seat will be
continued on page 7
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Christmas

As you rush around with the
busyness of the season,
please remember it’s all about Jesus,
His birth, His love, His free gift of
forgiveness, salvation and eternal life.
May you always remember,
Christ is the reason for Christmas.

Merry Christmas
from

Hair Styles Unlimited
3635 Florida Avenue
464-5949

Shop early,
Ship early
with the UPS Store™

H

Christmas, a time to count our
blessings and look for a brighter future
By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor
The city of
Kenner is truly
blessed.
We have lots of
traffic on our streets;
lines at stores and
restaurants
seem
longer than usual,
and many popular
items appear to be
out of stock at local
retailers – not because they are unavailable,
but because they’re snapped up as soon as
they hit the shelves.
We simply have more people than we did
a year ago. Not all of those people live in
Kenner, mind you; but they see our city as a
beacon on the western edge of Hurricane
Katrina’s devastation.
While Kenner did suffer flooding north
of Veterans Boulevard and some apparent tornado damage in other spots around town, the
city was spared the devastation that hit several neighboring communities. Kenner is
blessed.
Our city’s ability to quickly bounce back
from Katrina and welcome the return of its
residents and businesses was a testament to
the dedication of our citizens. It was good to
see many residents in trailers soon after the
storm and quickly reclaiming their permanent homes from Katrina’s wake. And it is
equally refreshing to see many of those temporary trailers gone as those permanent
homes are rebuilt. Again, we are blessed.
The confidence we have in ourselves and
the confidence others have in Kenner has
helped restore the city’s economy. A big indicator in that regard is the fact that sales tax

collections at the Esplanade Mall are running
three percent higher this year than a year ago,
with a half dozen stores – including two
anchor stores – not reopened. Once again, we
are blessed.
As I sit in my office each day, I hear the
increasing roar of jet planes taking off and
landing at the airport – as more and more
daily flights are restored. Noisy? Yes. A blessing? Definitely!
My administration is preparing for its
first Christmas season with a “can do” and
“eager to please” attitude. We’re fortunate to
have seasoned administrators and very experienced employees in all departments who are
dedicated to making city government work
well.
The result is a re-emergence of “Kenner
Pride” – one day at a time, one project at a
time. Yes, we are blessed.
We have much to be thankful for, and I’m
sure that most in Kenner felt that way this
past Thanksgiving Day – not to mention the
weekend sales and the wins by LSU and the
Saints. But most of all, the Lord spared us
from major storms this past hurricane season.
We are blessed.
Now we prepare for Christmas. We ask
the Lord to continue His Blessings for all of
Kenner – that those still not returned to their
homes be back in them soon; that our city’s
economy continue to strengthen; that He
keep us safe from major storms; that our population remain a giving people eager to help
their neighbors in times of need, and that,
among our residents and visitors, our city
enjoy the restoration of Kenner Pride.
May all of you have a Merry Christmas
and a happy, prosperous new year. H
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240.

USDA one percent loans
available to Kenner homeowners
Kenner was recently added to a US
Department of Agriculture Loan and Grant
program for very low income owner occupants of single-family homes.
Called the Section 504 Rural Housing
Loan and Grant Program, the monies are
intended to assist homeowner occupants in
rural areas in paying for the cost of repairs
and improvements that will remove identified
health and safety hazards or to repair or
remodel dwellings to make them accessible
and usable for household members with disabilities.
Although most areas of Jefferson Parish
normally would not be defined as rural, eligibility requirements have been loosened somewhat so that very low income families in
Kenner that suffered losses from Hurricane
Katrina and Rita would be able to qualify.

Maximum loan assistance under the program may not exceed a cumulative total of
$20,000. Loans would be granted for terms up
to twenty years at an interest rate of just one
percent and are based on the borrower’s ability to repay.
Lifetime assistance grants may not exceed
a cumulative total of $7,500, but that amount
can increase to $15,000 in parishes like
Jefferson, which were declared disaster areas.
Brochures and other printed material
explaining the program can be obtained from
the mayor’s office in Building B of the Kenner
City Hall complex at 1801 Wi l l i a m s
B o u l evard or from the USDA Rural
Development program director for Louisiana,
Debbie Redfearn, 3727 Gove rnment St.,
Alexandria, LA, 71302 or by phone at (318)
473-7630. H
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Tips for a safe holiday season
By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
Being able to spend time with family
and friends is one of the things that makes
the holiday season so special. It’s a joyous
time of celebration and giving. It’s also one
of the busiest times of the year. So during
this holiday season, please keep these tips in
mind so that yours is a safe one.
According to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes kill someone every
31 minutes and non-fatally injure someone
every two minutes. Again, the holiday season is one of the busiest times of the year, so

remember to take caution while traveling. If
you plan to drink at a holiday party, please
be responsible and always make sure to have
a designated driver. Don’t drink and drive.
At home, be sure to test your smoke
detectors and use only fire-resistant ornaments on your Christmas tree. Always
ensure that your lights are in good working
order. Remember to lock your doors and
windows when leaving home, even if it’s just
for a few minutes. If you take a trip away
from home, ask a neighbor to watch your
house, pick up your newspapers and mail,
and park his or her vehicle in your driveway
from time to time.
Avoid displaying gifts where they can be
seen from a window or doorway, and remember to store them in a safe place before you
leave on a holiday trip. Don’t leave boxes
from gifts or purchases, such as TV or computer boxes, out on the curb for trash pickup.
A gain, the holiday season is an

extremely busy time and I urge you to be
mindful of your surroundings. When shopping, avoid carrying large amounts of cash.
Instead, pay for items with a check or credit card when possible.
Teach your children to notify a police
officer, security guard or store clerk if they
ever become separated from you while in
public. Tell them they should never go into a
parking lot alone.
If possible, do your shopping before
dark and coordinate shopping trips with a
friend. Never park in an unlit area, no matter
how convenient it is. Lock your packages in
your vehicle’s trunk and keep the doors

Terrific Toys make a Merry Christmas

AND
HOBBY CENTER
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(continued from page 5)

t a rgeted by the Republican Senatorial
Campaign Committee as a potential pick-up
in 2008 and GOP leaders will want their
strongest candidate in the race. Georges has
been hoping that Jindal will be pressured by
party leaders to forgo a governor’s race and
concentrate on a race against the Democratic
senator. Nevertheless, despite such hopes and
the public sentiment, expect Jindal to run for
governor once more.
With their strong business backgrounds,
Boasso and Georges may be heartened by a
particular section of Kennedy’s poll. In one
question, with no candidate names, poll
respondents by a 2 to 1 margin said they

“LARGEST SELECTION
IN METRO
NEW ORLEANS”

• RC Airplanes, Cars & Boats
• Plastic Kits & Rockets
• Die Cast Cars

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center,
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
4312 Florida Avenue, 469-2570
Martin Luther King Resource Center,
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1042 31st Street (Lincoln Manor), 466-0697
Terrell said applicants must live in a
single-family home in Kenner and meet
income limits.
She said one person living in a singlefa m i ly home may not have an annual
income of more than $21,966 a year. Where
there are two occupants, the combined
annual income cannot be more than
$25,104. Where there are four occupants,
the annual income cannot be more than
$31,380.
Terrell said there is a sliding scale for
several different numbers of occupants, and
more information is available by contacting
one of the three locations listed above. H

Chief Caraway can be reached by email
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

2000 Williams Blvd., Kenner

HUD rehab money for Kenner
homeowners available
Through Ke n n e r ’s Department of
Community Development, one million dollars from two programs of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) will be available to
owner occupants of single-family homes
needing
rehabilitation.
Department
Director Arleeta O. Terrell said persons who
qualify for the rehab program have exactly
one month to submit their applications for
assistance. The application period runs
from Monday, November 20, 2006 through
Wednesday, December 20, 2006.
The $1 million is coming from grants
sponsored by two HUD agencies – a
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) and the H.O.M.E. Program.
Applications can be obtained from
these three locations in Kenner:
Kenner Community Development Office,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
2100 Third Street, Suite 8, 468-7588

locked and windows closed.
Indeed, this is a busy time and it’s easy
to become careless as we rush to get things
done. But by minding our surroundings and
watching out for our neighbors, we can all
enjoy this special time. Our family at the
Kenner Police Department sincerely wishes
you and your family a safe, healthy and
happy holiday season. H

Rivertown’s Louisiana Toy Train Museum
Opening October 3

2000 Williams Blvd., Kenner 027 Freight Cars
Reg. $39.95
OPEN MON.-SAT. 10am - 6pm
466-8531
Sale $29.95
ALL HO
Trains &
N-Scale
Trains
25% OFF

We Sell Thomas
Die Cast and Wood
15% OFF
and Video Tapes

Air Brush
Sets

COMPLETE
TRAIN SETS
from $39.95

from

$29.95

The ONLY Authorized LIONEL & AMERICAN FLYER Service Center in KENNER

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

favored a business leader over a political
leader as the next governor.
In summation, Jindal has a strong lead
and Blanco has distinct advantages as the sitting governor, but other candidates, especially those with a business background, have the
potential to make the race next year quite
interesting. H
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32 and from noon
until 2:00 p.m. weekdays on sev e ra l
Louisiana radio stations. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail
him at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS
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Dealing with loss and stress during the holiday season

By TRINEVA LEMOINE
The holidays can be a very stressful
time. Financial and family concerns are the
biggest reasons many do not find this time
of year very gratifying. The burden may be

even greater if you are grieving the loss of
a loved one. Facing the holidays can bring
additional emotional burdens. You may ask
yourself, “How can I make it through these
important days without this special person?” “How will I deal with feelings of
sadness when the world around me is
happy?” Post-Katrina New Orleans has left
us dealing with the loss of many things, so
here are four suggestions offered to help
make the time between Thanksgiving week
and New Year’s Day easier.

Rivertown Candy Basket
“Sweetens Your Holidays”

• Peppermint & Gift Baskets
• Capt. Alan’s Creole Pralines
• Chocolate Fleur de Lis
• Yummy Sugar Free Candies
• Gourmet Chocolates
• Unique New Orleans Packaging
325 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA 70062

504/466-8916
rivertowncandybasket.com

First, plan ahead. Think carefully about
what you need to do to meet the challenges
you may face. Make a list of worries
accompanied by possible solutions.
Consult all family members to make plans
in advance, as waiting too long will only
add to the stress.
Second, consider celebrating special
days in a different way than you have spent
them in the past. Your life has changed, so
your ways of celebrating the holidays may
change. Creating new traditions may help
ease some of the loss you are feeling.
Have the family gathering in a different
location or serve different foods. Invite
friends or relatives that haven’t participated
in your holiday celebrations in the past.
Some of us find comfort in doing what we
have always done in the past, but many
times we can benefit from trying new
approaches and new activities. What will
serve you best this year?
Third, be creative. Find meaningful
ways to honor your loved ones. Did he have
a favorite charity to which you can volunteer your time or donate money? Did she
make cookies for people to whom you can
give baked gifts? Can you create a memory
tree, with pictures and treasured items
instead of ornaments?
Fourth, be patient, you are grieving.

Give yourself the gift of time to heal. Do
what you can this holiday season. Not every
invitation has to be an obligation. Take
advantage of simplicity when planning
tasks such as decorating and get-togethers.
If you find making plans and dealing
with emotions too much to handle alone,
reach out to others. Some of your friends
are good listeners. Others are better at
assisting with specific tasks, like shopping
and preparing food. Don’t be fearful to ask
for assistance, friends usually are willing to
help but they may feel awkward about
approaching you.
Counseling professionals are aware that
many people feel sad during the holidays,
and they can offer needed support and suggestions. Take advantage of community
resources such as support groups or your
church. If you find yourself becoming very
depressed, do not hesitate to contact a
licensed counselor or your physician.
Tr i n eva Lemoine, G. S . W. is a social
worker for Hospice Care of Louisiana with
five years experience providing families
with grief support and community
resources. For more information call
Hospice Care of Louisiana at 834-1655. H

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Kenner
&
Metairie
Locations
Charles P. Murphy, M.D.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Luis M. Espinoza, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgeon
Director, Orthopedic Center
Board Certified

Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified

Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified

Now Open!

Drs. Murphy, Lyons and Espinoza are Orthopedic Surgeons/Sports Specialists. They serve as the Orthopedic
Consultants for the Washington Nationals AAA/New Orleans Zephyrs. The Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in arthroscopic surgery of the shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care. They have repaired
injuries in professional athletes, weekend warriors and folks who just have trouble getting around. The goal
is always the same, to restore maximum function to a complex machine, the human body.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie

467-5900
889-2663

KENNER STHR DECEMBER 2006 9

H Government

H

Christmas Village open on weekends
By MARY-SHARON HOWLAND
The spirit
of Christmas is
alive and well
in the city of
Kenner. We
invite eve ryone to visit
K e n n e r ’s
Christmas
Village
on
December 1
and 2, continuing every weekend thereafter
through December 16 from 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Food will be served by several
non-profit groups, so come hungry and
enjoy gumbo, fried chicken, jambalaya,
hamburgers, popcorn, hot chocolate and
much more. Santa will be there for picture
taking and local schools will be performing
each evening.
On December 1, at 6:00 p.m. and 6:30
p.m. the Memorial Baptist Choir will perform and at 7:00 p.m., the Xtreme Cloggers
Show will be on stage. Saturday, December
2 at 5:30 p.m. the Immaculata High School
Cheerleaders will perform. At 6:30 p.m.
come and be entertained by Cross Roads
Dance Academy and at 7:00 p.m. enjoy the
Lakeview Christian Choir. December 8 at
6:00 p.m., brings Charlene’s Dance Team
along with the Double Step Cloggers at
7:00 p.m. and the Angel Fire Dance Team at
8:00 p.m. December 9 finds The Cindy Ory
Dance Team on stage at 7:00 p.m. On
Friday, December 15 at 6:00 p.m., the
Bonnabel High School Band will play, and

at 6:30 p.m. St. Charles Borromeo Dance
Team will be the attraction. Saturday,
December 16, at 5:30 p.m., watch the Tori
Lynn School of Dance and at 6:00 p.m., the
Debbie Dillehay School of Dance.
Additional performances will be added to
the program. Admission is free, so come to
the park next to Kenner’s City Hall and
enjoy a holiday evening with your family
and neighbors!
On another note, the MegaDome
Cinema is presenting a new movie,
“Beavers.” This is an award-winning movie
that will delight children and adults of all
ages. It is set in the Canadian Rockies, so
the scenery is spectacular! Our special
planetarium feature is called “Laser
Holiday” and is not to be missed.
The Kenner Food Bank would like to
express its gratitude to Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner for supplying the food bags,
the postal carriers for their hard work in
gathering the donations and to all of the
generous citizens that helped to make the
food drive hugely successful. The food
bank feeds almost 2,000 people each month
and accepts non-perishable food donations
year round at 1610 Third Street in the old
Barbre School.
Seniors can enjoy a special day on
December 13, as the Council on Aging is
holding their annual Christmas dinner at
11:30 a.m. in the Council on Aging
Building located at 641 Compromise
Street.
For more information on any of the
above events or if I can answer any questions, please call me at 468-7293. H

Garbage collection transition from Waste
Management to Ramelli “is smooth as glass”
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner city officials are very pleased
at the smooth transition in garbage collection from Waste Management to Ramelli
Waste LLC. One official said the transition was “seamless” while another called it
“as smooth as glass.”
Emile Lafourcade, public information
officer for the city, said that the transfer of
garbage collection duties from Waste
Management to Ramelli “brought few
comments and even fewer complaints.” He
said the Ramelli team “clearly knows what
they’re doing and are highly organized. So
far, so good.”
Ramelli’s new white trucks with blue
lettering have replaced the Waste
Management trucks that collected garbage
in Kenner for many years. Waste
Management found themselves in deadlocked negotiations with the city regarding
missed garbage collections, disagreements
over invoices, threats of lawsuits and questions about post-Katrina garbage collec-

tion issues.
Lafourcade said Waste Management
suggested that they hand over the remainder of their Kenner garbage collection
contract to Ramelli. The Waste
Management contract goes through June
30, 2007. The Ramelli team was familiar
with Kenner’s garbage collection needs. It
was Ramelli who assisted Waste
Management with garbage collection
duties immediately after Hurricane Katrina
when Waste Management was unable to
provide full service.
Ramelli President, Robert Ramelli,
said his team is ready to provide excellent
service to Kenner and asked that any complaints or comments be directed to him
and his staff at 482-2040.
Mayor Muniz said the city’s garbage
collection contract will go out for bids
soon after the new year. The mayor said he
expects Ramelli to bid on the contract but
doesn’t know if Waste Management will
compete or not. H

(504) 467-4201
We listen,

we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092
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Celebration In the Oaks Run-Walk fun for entire family

By KEITH DARCEY
East Jefferson General Hospital strives
to support our community and the programs
that are important to you and your family.
Through the course of the year, East

Jefferson participates in many health fairs,
screenings and educational programs.
Getting involved in these ways helps us promote healthier lifestyles for a better quality
of life for all members of our community.
Our goal is to always take an active role
in family-friendly events. We believe that
healthy, physical activity can benefit the
entire family. Research shows that even
moderate exercise three times a week can
improve overall health in both adults and

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2006
AT THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner
Call 962-3930 by December 15
to make required luncheon reservations
For Men and Women

Info: 962-3930

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

children, fights unnecessary weight gain,
and decreases your chances of getting
chronic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and cancer. Also, exercising together
as a family is an opportunity to spend time
with each other to strengthen family bonds.
That is why we are especially proud to
sponsor the 2006 EJGH Celebration in the
Oaks Run-Walk. This two-mile event takes
place on Saturday, December 9 at 4:00 p.m.
in City Park. Participants receive a commemorative, glow-in-the-dark, long-sleeve
t-shirt with registration.
We encourage you to come out to support one of the city’s best events. Whether a
runner or walker, you are sure to have a
great time as the course goes through the
lighted City Park. Children and strollers are
welcome to participate.
After the run-walk, stay to view the
Celebration in the Oaks display before the
gates open to the public. The event is filled
with cocoa, a visit with Santa and much
more. Take the walking tour to visit decorated highlights such as Storyland and the

Botanical Gardens.
“This is absolutely a wonderful way to
get out, have fun and support a tremendous
community event,” said John Storey, marketing director for the Crescent City Classic.
“We are grateful to East Jefferson and all the
sponsors for working with us again this year
to put on this family-oriented race and party.
There will be no better way to spend an
evening during the holidays.”
For more information on the EJGH
Celebration in the Oaks Run-Walk or to
register, go online at www.ccc10k.com. H
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Je ffe rson Genera l
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 8897110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurs e
Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, not-forprofit community hospital, providing care to
the residents of the East Bank of Jefferson
Parish and surrounding communities.
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Christmas money
By GLENN DOTTOLO
Do
yo u
remember how
much fun it
was to get
m o n ey
at
Christmas? As
a child it might
have been a
few dollars in
a card from a
distant aunt.
As an adult
perhaps it was a Christmas bonus. Do you
remember where that money went?
In the same vein, when January arrives
and the holidays are behind us, what will our
credit card statements and bank balances look
like? For most of us the checking account will
be down and the charge cards will be up. The
scary part about this little financial set-back is
that we call it “Christmas.” Somehow, we, as a
nation of consumers, have been fooled into
believing that the way to celebrate this religious holiday is by spending a lot of money.
The temptations are every wh e r e .
Children’s television is devoted entirely to
product placement enticing the youngsters
into wanting. Thick catalogs come in the mail
filled with wonderful things to buy and endless ads promote the celebration by encouraging purchasing.
If you think back to Christmases past,
how much of what was bought was really
memorable? Things that clutter the closets
added up to a lot of money but, with a few

exceptions, not much real joy.
Let me suggest something that might be
closer to the real Christmas and further from
the financial set-back of a consumer
Christmas. Spend time, not money.
Take walks to see the Christmas sights.
Invite the family over for a home-cooked
meal. Bake cookies with the neighbors. Invite
older relatives or neighbors to join you for
some of the wonderful Christmas programs.
Go caroling in Jackson Square. Go see the
bonfires. When January comes you will have
memories instead of bills and feel better for it.
I realize you must buy some actual presents, but let me suggest that you give real
thought to what the recipient would enjoy and
value. Don’t go to the mall hoping for an idea,
as that usually ends up being expensive as
malls are designed to encourage impulse
spending. Plan your purchases and if at all
possible – especially now, buy your gifts from
a locally owned business. Amazon.com and
the other Internet vendors are doing just fine
but an awful lot of the small businesses in our
area are hurting. Do good deeds by buying
your Christmas presents locally. You will help
your neighboring merchant weather the storm
and feel good about it at the same time.
God bless you and Merry Christmas. H
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two years
of full service banking to his customers.
Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.
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Giving the gift of good health this holiday season
By PAOLO ZAMBITO, R.N.
The holiday
season reminds
us of the importance of giving.
Instead
of
unwrapping
gifts, why not
give your loved
ones the gift of
good health? At
O c h s n e r
Medical CenterKenner, the Outpatient Diagnostic Center provides many medical screenings that can bring
peace of mind and keep your loved ones
healthy for years to come.
At your next holiday gathering take a
moment to remind the women in your life that if
they’re 65 or older, they’re at risk for osteoporosis and need to think about getting screened with
bone densitometry. Osteoporosis is responsible
for 1.5 million bone fractures every year and getting screened early can help prevent any further
damage to bones. And don’t forget the importance of screening for breast cancer by getting a
mammogram, which is usually suggested starting
at age 40. If you have a family history of breast
cancer, see your physician for advice about your
individual situation. OMC-Kenner offers both
bone density and mammogram screenings.
Before you enjoy that second cup of
eggnog, consider this: if you suffer from heart

disease or if it runs in your family, a low-fat diet
is the first step toward continued heart health.
Additionally, a stress test, sometimes called a
treadmill test, helps a doctor find out how well
your heart handles work and the kind and level
of exercise appropriate for a healthy lifestyle.
In addition to the above preventive testing
services, OMC-Kenner’s Outpatient Diagnostic
Center also offers comprehensive medical services to treat illness, bring peace of mind, and
keep your loved ones healthy for years to come.
Among the services available are CT scans,
MRIs, ultrasound diagnostics, X-rays,
EKG/echo/stress tests, physical therapy, speech
therapy, nuclear medicine testing, pulmonary
function testing, scheduled pre-op testing, and
cardiac/pulmonary rehabilitation.
OMC-Kenner’s Outpatient Diagnostic
Center accepts most major insurances and you
may need to ask your physician for a referral.
For more information, call 712-2800.
As you gather for the holidays, take the
time to remind your family and friends that a
healthy body is the best gift you can give your
family. We wish you and your family a healthy
holiday season. H

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for two years. For
more information, contact OMC-Kenner at
the corner of West Esplanade and Loyola
Avenue in Kenner, call 468-8600 or visit
www.ochsner.org.

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner physician offers
minimally invasive surgical procedure for reflux disease
By ALLAN KATZ
If your family loves south Louisiana cooking, chances are that one or more of you struggles with reflux disease, an especially unpleasant form of heartburn.
“Thousands of us suffer from reflux disease,” says Dr. Kelvin Contreary, a general surgeon at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, who
was raised in New Orleans. “Reflux develops
over the years and is often worsened by our
rich cuisine. Now, thanks to advances in surgery, we are able to offer those who suffer from
the most serious and unpleasant cases of reflux
a new minimally invasive surgical procedure
that is more than 95 percent successful and
allows the patient to go home within two or
three hours after surgery. Most patients return
to work within a few days.”
Prior to laser surgery, video scopes and
other advances, open surgery to repair the
damage caused by reflux disease often produced a scar up to nine inches long, days in the
hospital and weeks of recovery at home. “The
concept of surgical remedy for reflux disease is
more than 50 years old, but the new minimally
inva s ive endoscopic procedure is a recent
development that cures the illness and few
experience any complications,” said Dr.
Contreary.
In reflux disease, a stomach valve fails,

causing food, fluids and nasty stomach acids to
travel back up the esophageal tube to the
throat. The burning sensation that goes with it
is well known to reflux sufferers.
“Most reflux sufferers try to cope by taking antacid pills but that really doesn’t suffice
for advanced cases or those with a lot of acid
reflux,” said Dr. Contreary. “And even with
medicines that completely relieve symptoms of
heartburn, the reflux of stomach fluid continues and there is an increased risk of esophageal
cancer after years of ex p o s u r e ,” said Dr.
Contreary. “That’s why this laparoscopic procedure is such a godsend. It not only relieves
the worst aspects of reflux disease but also
allows the patient to quickly regain their
lifestyle with a minimum of discomfort and
disruption.”
Dr. Contreary, a graduate of Brother
Martin High School, LSU in Baton Rouge and
LSU School of Medicine, says he feels fortunate to be located at OMC-Kenner. “My practice was previously in St. Bernard Parish and
Mid-City New Orleans,” says Dr. Contreary.
“I’m very fortunate to be located now in
Kenner and Metairie at Ochsner, a first-class
facility that provides excellent patient care. I
hope to practice here for many years to come.”
Dr. Contreary’s office is located at 4224
Houma Boulevard, Suite 330, in Metairie and
the office telephone number is 454-6338. H

Holiday SpaExperience

Gift Certificates
GOOD AT NEW LOCATION ONLY

HAIR STUDIO & SALON
SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

465-9590

Open Tuesday through Saturday

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner • 467-7775

American Cancer Society
INFORMATION & ANSWERS
24 hours a day – 7 days a week
1-800-ACS-2345
www.cancer.org
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SCHNEIDER’S
WHOLESALE OUTLET

Open To The Public • Mon. - Fri. 8am - 4pm
Paper Products • Janitorial • Catering
Baking and Concession Supplies • Institutional Foods
Close-Outs • Party Supplies • Gift Boxes
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Let the voters be heard

2809 N. Roberson St.
New Orleans, LA • 301-9142
(corner St. Ferdinand)

Family and locally owned and operated
We accept all Major Credit Cards & EBT
SCHNEIDER’S

PARTY
SUPPLY DEPOT
YOUR PARTY STARTS WITH US!

LOOKING FOR TWO AGENTS
WHO KNOW THEIR FIELD?
CALL US NOW AND GET A DEAL!!!
LISTING:
5713 & 5715 Constance (N.O.) - $299,000
6757 Bellaire Drive (N.O.) - $162,500
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000

LORI
PIGEON
HOWCOTT

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY

Realtor/Consultant Realtor/Consultant

FOR LEASE:
2445 Illinois Ave. (Kenner) - $1,350
3313 Marquette (Kenner) - $1,200
OWNER FINANCING:
3313 Marquette (Kenner) - $185,200

(504) 338-4965 (504) 909-8765
®

455-0100

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.
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By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District
Voters across the county sent a loud message to
Washington on November 7 – members of Congress are
not above the law and voters expect their elected leaders to serve in an ethical manner. Many members of
Congress, some of whom were elected back in the mid1990s to bring ethics reform to Congress surrounding
the House banking scandal, forgot that they were elected to serve the people and were recently voted out of
office.
By now, you have seen about all the scandal and
corruption in Washington and Louisiana that you care
to see. From Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
inquiries to inappropriate emails to minors, enough is
enough.
Not just as a congressman, but also as the father of
three children, I was disgusted and shocked by the inappropriate emails and other Internet communications
that were sent to minors by former Congressman Mark
Foley.
The FBI and the House Ethics Committee are conducting a thorough, but expedited, investigation of
Foley’s actions, as well as anyone else who knew of his
disgusting conduct. We all have a special responsibility
to protect our children and anyone, including other
members of Congress, who failed in that duty by not
taking action in a timely manner should face serious
consequences.
We have also watched as the FBI searched the
Capitol Hill office of a Louisiana congressman, who is
currently under federal investigation for his alleged participation in a bribery scheme. Many of my colleagues
in Congress criticized the FBI for the search saying that
congressional offices should be off limits to law
enforcement officials. I could not disagree more.
If a court has enough evidence to grant a warrant for
a search of an office, Congress should not impede this
effort. I believe that members of Congress are not above
the law and should not hinder this or any other investigation. I think that it was this type of illogical thinking
that caused voters to voice outrage in the voting booth.
Washington is the only place I know of where people wake up in the morning and think of themselves
first as Republicans or Democrats. Their goal is play the
political game of personal destruction of name-calling
and mud-slinging. Instead, voters wake up in the morning and think of themselves as Americans first. Voters
are tired of the partisanship and let their voices be heard
earlier in November.
While the House of Representatives has taken some
steps to prevent corruption in Congress, much more
needs to be done. The average American does not have
lobbyists paying for their vacations and meals, and
Congress should not either. I will continue to be a vocal
advocate in the House of Representatives for legislation
that ensures that there is not even the perception of corruption in Congress.
On a level closer to home, Louisiana continues to
have a black eye from our state’s colorful past of political corruption at every level. While some progress has

been made, our state’s reputation puts us at an immediate disadvantage and we have to go further to prove that
we can handle the rebuilding and recovery process.
Even before the hurricanes devastated our state last
year, Louisiana’s image of corruption had done more
than just served as the punch line for jokes – it resulted
in substantial economic pain for our state. How many
companies and individuals chose not to invest in
Louisiana due in large part to the perception of government corruption? How many people were reluctant to
choose to move to our state because they feared the
costs of doing business here would be unpredictable
compared to other states?
We had an uphill battle to restore our image even
before we had ever heard of Katrina or Rita. It does not
help that already some of our politicians have worked to
add to the negative image in the recovery efforts.
Already, one politician has been indicted for his efforts
to personally benefit in the rebuilding and recovery
process. And many others have made millions of dollars
from hurricane recovery contracts.
Unsuccessful efforts have been made to address this
issue. In the recent legislative session in Baton Rouge,
a bill was introduced in the state Legislature to tighten
ethical standards for elected officials by prohibiting
officials from making personal gains in a state of emergency. However, our state Legislature refused to vote on
it, effectively killing the bill.
We need to demand more out of our elected leaders.
Passing common sense legislation like this should have
been an easy vote. Who you know should not be more
important than what you know. Instead, lack of action
perpetuated Louisiana’s culture of corruption image.
As leaders of our state, officials have a responsibility to hold themselves to the highest level of conduct. A
strong ethical climate is essential to ensure that each
official has the absolute trust of constituents. The standard of our elected officials must be above reproach,
and no elected official is above the law.
In order to transform both the perception and reality of corruption in our state, we must be bold: in all
things relating to governmental ethics, our state should
become the gold standard against which all other states
are measured. We must completely turn the tables on
our past in terms of governmental ethics. Louisiana
must become the state with the cleanest, most open, and
most accountable state government in the country. We
can become the model by which all other state governments are judged by reminding our leaders that no one
is above the law.
We can and must do better because we will not get
a second chance to rebuild our state. It will take strong
leadership to lead our state, but I am committed to
restoring our nation’s faith in Louisiana. I only hope
that more of our elected officials will join me in
demanding more out of our politicians and government
officials. H
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st Congressional
District cov e rs Je fferson, Orleans, St. Charles, St.
Ta m m a ny, Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally and in
Washington, D.C. and can be reached via his
Southshore office at 3525 North Causeway Boulevard,
Suite 1020, Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to Congressman Jindal
directly at www.Jindal.house.gov.
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December gardening tips
By LYNNE DIMM
A f t e r
cleaning out
my garden beds
in
midNove m b e r, I
did not have
time to plant
winter color,
and maybe you
didn’t either.
But it is still
not too late to plant pansies, dianthus, petunias, alyssum, kale and calendulas to add to
your garden background along with your
outdoor holiday decorations. In the first
row plant dwarf snaps, alyssum and tiny
petunias. In the second row use pansies,
petunias, medium snaps, calendulas and
kale. Remember that winter plants prefer it
to be on the dry side, so do not overwater.
Trees need to be deeply watered, as they
are still in shock from storm wind. Fertilize
everything with winterizer including trees,
shrubs and lawns. This food will feed the
roots of plants all winter long and will contribute to a vigorous spring growth.
This is a good time to add new mulch,
not just for the freshness, but also because
it helps keep the roots of plants warm in the
cold weather. You can use pine needles,
pine needle mulch, cypress mulch and
rocks as covers. Some people use plastic or
ground cloth under the top mulch. In the
old days, newspaper was used, but was discontinued since it attracted termites.
Take advantage of the availability of
poinsettias for indoor joy and color. Did

you know that the lovely red flowers on the
poinsettia plant are not flower petals?
They’re called bracts. A bract is a modified
or specialized leaf from which the actual
flower arises. Usually bracts are green and
small and resemble the other leaves. But on
some plants, such as the poinsettia, bracts
are brightly colored to attract pollinators.
My favorite is the red poinsettia bract with
the yellow flower.
Christmas cactus, which is so pretty
this time of year, is a popular winter-flowering houseplant native to Brazil which is
available in a wide variety of colors including red, purple, oranges, pinks and creams.
Its pendulous stems make it a great choice
for hanging baskets.
Add living color as a gift to as many on
your list as possible this year. This is the
time of renewal of faith, beauty, life and all
the pleasant things life has to offer – which
are mostly simple and so often ignored.
This year let us together praise the wonderful maker of all things and ask for extra
strength to get done whatever it takes to
protect our beloved city from floods and all
perils. Happy holidays to all my readers. In
some way, extend this flow of life of which
we are all a part. H
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.

H
H Health
Free holiday diabetic cooking/luncheon
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
OMC-K is hosting a free luncheon and
diabetes cooking demonstration for local
residents 55 years and over. It will be held
at 11:00 a.m. on December 6 at OMC-K
located at 180 West Esplanade Avenue.
The holidays can be a tough time for
families, especially families dealing with
diabetes. The demonstration will demonstrate that with preparation, and some diabetes know-how, diabetics can be ready to
face any holiday head-on. The most important thing about managing diabetes during
a ny holiday season is to plan ahead.
Attendees will learn how to lower the fat,
sugar, and carbohydrate counts in their
favorite foods while still keeping the taste
and texture they love.
The luncheon is presented by Ochsner’s
GO Program, a Golden Opportunity
Program social group designed for the 50
plus lifestyle of men and women who are

focused on staying healthy, fit and active.
“GO members do not have to switch physicians in order to participate in activities,”
explains Angela Foster, GO Manager. “This
is a club that allows all members to receive
health screenings, attend seminars, join
social gatherings, and participate in travel
opportunities, including trips abroad.”
Foster added that if members choose to join
Elmwood Fitness Center they will receive a
discounted membership.
Reservations are required. To register
or for more information about GO call 8427000. H
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“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

OPEN DAILY 11:00 AM - 8:00 AM
FOOD SERVICE
11:00 AM - 8:00 AM

TMD/TMJ or
temporomandibular disorders
BY SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.

Happy Holidays –
Join us 21 hours/day for Your Holiday Celebrations
4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433

Wireless Internet

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus
B

I

N

G

O

Every Monday and Thursday Night • Doors Open 6 pm
Progressive BLACKOUT $10,000.00 • 49 Balls or Less as of 11/29/06

Receive a FREE Pack! after minimum purchase with this ad.
Food Available

Early Bird Game 7:45 pm

•

3310 Florida Avenue

Regular Game 7:50 pm

•

(504) 469-6736

H

H Health

More than
fifteen percent
of American
adults suffer
from chronic
facial
pain.
Some common
symptoms
include pain in
or around the
ear, tenderness
of the jaw,
clicking or popping noises when opening
the mouth or even headaches and neck
aches.
Two joints and several jaw muscles
make it possible to open and close the
mouth. They work together when you chew,
speak and swallow. These structures include
muscles and ligaments, as well as the jaw
bone, the mandible (lower jaw) with two
joints, the TMJs.
The TM joint is one of the most complex joints in the body. Located on each
side of the head, these joints work together
and can make many different movements,
including a combination of rotating and
translocational (gliding) action, used when
chewing and speaking.
Several muscles help open and close the
mouth. T h ey control the lower jaw
(mandible) as it moves forward, backward
and side-to-side. Both TM joints are
involved in these movements. Each TM
joint has a disc between the ball and socket.
The disc cushions the load while enabling
the jaw to open widely and perform rotating
and translocational movements. Any problem that prevents this complex system of
muscles, ligaments, discs and bones from
working together properly may result in a
painful TMJ disorder.
Diagnosis and Treatment
A dentist can help identify the source of
the pain with a thorough exam and appropriate x-rays. Often, it’s sinuses, a toothache
or an early stage of periodontal disease. But
for some pain, the cause is not so easily
diagnosed. The pain could be related to the
facial muscles, the jaw or temporomandibular joint, located in the front of the ear.
Treatments for this pain may include stress
reducing exercises, muscle relaxants, or
wearing a mouth protector to prevent teeth
grinding. They’ve been successful for many
and your dentist can recommend which is
best for you.
Several conditions may be related to
TMD, but they can be quite varied and they
are often difficult to pinpoint. TM disorders
can result when the jaw muscles or jaw
joints are affected.
The joint, ligaments and muscles used
for chewing and grinding food may all be

involved. In some cases, it is not possible to
clearly determine the causes. In some complex cases, where more than one doctor is
involved, it may be difficult to get a consensus on treatment.
Some TM problems result from arthritis, dislocation and injury. All of these conditions can cause pain and dysfunction.
Muscles that move the joints are also subject to injury and disease. Injuries to the
jaw, head or neck and diseases, such as
arthritis, might result in some TM problems. Other factors that relate to the way the
teeth fit together – the bite – may cause
some types of TMD. Stress is thought to be
a factor. TMD affects women of childbearing age more than men, or older men and
women.
There are several ways the TMJ disorders may be treated. Your dentist will recommend what type of treatment is needed
for your particular problem or recommend
that you be referred to a specialist.
Treatment may involve a series of steps.
The step-by-step plan is in your best interest because only minor, relatively non-invasive treatment may be needed.
Diagnosis is an important step before
treatment. Part of your clinical examination
includes checking the joints and muscles
for tenderness, clicking, popping or difficulty moving. Your complete medical history may be reviewed, so it is important to
keep your dental office record up-to-date.
Your dentist may take x-rays and may make
a “cast” of your teeth to see how your bite
fits together. Your dentist may also request
specialized x-rays for the TM joints.
Depending on your case, the dentist may
refer you to a physician or another dentist.
The preceding article was based on
information obtained from the American
Dental
Association’s
website
at
www.ada.org. H
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 27 years. Dr. Felder’s
office is located at 4134 Florida Avenue,
Suite 101.

FOOD DRIVE

(continued from page 1)

“We need regular canned foods, tuna,
vegetables, rice, beans, baby formula and
fruit,” Plauche said.
It is projected that more than 100 families
a day will come to the food bank for help in
the days preceding Christmas. Anyone who
would like to make additional donations can
bring their gifts to the food bank, which is
located at 1610 Third Street. The Kenner
Food Bank is open from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30
p.m. on weekdays excluding holidays. H
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Concussions: Not just a
problem in the NFL
By LUIS M. ESPINOZA, M.D.
The recent
rash of high
profile NFL
players such as
Trent Green,
M a rq u e s
Colston and
B
e
n
R o t h l e s b e rg e r
sustaining concussions this
season
has
generated significant newsworthy attention
to this type of injury. Understanding the
nature and severity of concussions can help
coaches, trainers and physicians recognize
and adequately manage these potentially
life threatening injuries.
Among all contact sports, the most
common athletic head injury is the concussion. Currently, it is estimated that seven
percent of high school players will sustain
at least one concussion. With the number of
high school students participating in organized football estimated at one million, this
is a serious concern for parents, players,
coaches and team physicians.
Studies have shown that even a minor
concussion, described as “getting your bell
rung,” can result in a cerebral metabolic
depression. This depressed state may take
hours to weeks to resolve and leaves the
brain vulnerable to further injury. An additional traumatic event during the healing
phase can lead to death, in what has been
coined the “second impact syndrome.”
The fundamental feature of every concussion is an alteration in mental status,
with or without loss of consciousness.
Confusion and amnesia are unive r s a l ly
present to some degree in every athlete who
suffers a concussion, requiring close examination in detecting even the mildest of
cases. Other common features are
headache, disorientation, blank stare,
slurred speech, delayed verbal responses to
questions, dizziness, short-term memory
deficits and slow uncoordinated motor
function.
Concussions are typically graded into
three categories. Grade 1, the mildest and
most difficult to detect, is defined by
retained consciousness and less than 30
minutes of post-traumatic amnesia (memory loss). In this situation, subtle changes
such as decreased reaction time or inability
to recall the snap count might be clues.
Given the subtle nature of grade 1 concussions, immediate examination is necessary
for any player who is slow to get up, shows
any gait change, or who just “doesn’t seem
right.” Any evidence of amnesia confirms
the diagnosis and the athlete should be
closely monitored on the bench. The player
should be given a set of three unrelated

objects to recall while being monitored. If
after a brief time, the athlete is symptom
free, without headache, dizziness or
impaired cognition and can recall all three
objects without amnesia, then a safe return
to play can be considered.
Grade 2 concussions involve a loss of
consciousness for less than five minutes
and post-traumatic amnesia that lasts
longer than 30 minutes but less than 24
hours. Grade 3 concussions are the worst
grade in which consciousness is lost for
more than five minutes and post-traumatic
amnesia persists beyond 24 hours. Grades 2
and 3 are easier to recognize because of the
loss of consciousness. They both require
close observation and assessment that may
mandate transfer to a hospital for emergency imaging and treatment.
Any player in which symptoms persist
for more than an hour should be transferred
to a medical center for evaluation. In addition, any player who has sustained a grade
2 or grade 3 concussion (and any loss of
consciousness) should not go back into the
same game, should seek medical treatment
and follow physician directed guidelines
for eventual return to the sport.
Determining the proper time, if ever, for an
athlete to return to competition is one of the
most challenging tasks faced by team
physicians and depends on several factors,
predominantly the severity of the injury.
Although joint injuries and fractures
account for the majority of football
injuries, head trauma remains the leading
cause of death. The 1976 banning of spearing, or initiating contact with another player using the helmet, is considered the greatest advancement in head and neck injury
prevention in football. Despite modifications of rules and safety equipment, an
average of 3.2 deaths due to head injury
occurred each year during the early 1990s.
With the proper education and recognition,
the majority of these tragic accidents can be
avoided and a safe and enjoyable season
can be experienced by all. H
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine. Dr.
Espinoza serves as a consultant for the
New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans
Zephyrs baseball team. The Orthopedic
Center is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with
focused expertise in shoulder, knee, and
non-surgical spine care. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 467-5900 or log on to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.bro
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Knowing your limits when hitting the slopes
By CRAIG GOODWIN

STEAK NIGHT Every Wed. & Sat.
8 oz. FILET with mashed potatoes
$9.99
MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Bucket of Budweiser Beer
6 for $8.00
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

At this time
of the ye a r
many of us are
packing our
bags and heading toward the
white powder
of the Rocky
Mountains.
Skiing va c ations can be
very enjoyable, but there are some important
things to know to help prevent injuries on the
slopes. According to the American Academy
of Orthopedic Surgeons, snow skiing injuries
continue to rise each year. These injuries
range from minor to severe including lacerations, contusions, fractures, dislocations and
strains, with sprains of various joints as the
most common injury.
After arriving at your destination before
your first day of skiing, take the time to make
sure that you get a proper fitting of boots and
skis. Getting into a boot that is too loose or
too tight will cause discomfort and increased
pressure areas around the lower leg and foot.
Select the correct size skis based on your
ability and make sure the bindings are adjusted properly for your height, weight and skill.
Skis that are too long are discouraging for a
beginner and could lead to injury. The longer
the ski, the harder it is to maneuver and control on the slopes.
On your first day, don’t just jump out of
bed and get directly on the slopes without
performing a short pre-ski warm-up flexibility program. It’s good to stretch the joints that
will be stressed throughout the day. The lower
back and legs get most of the workout while
skiing and those areas need to be stretched.
First, begin by stretching the low back
area with each leg by performing 10 kneesto-chest movements and holding this stretch

for 10 seconds. Next, stretch the hamstrings
in the back of the thigh. While lying with
your back on the floor with one leg out
straight, bring the other leg up to a 90 degree
angle and hold for 10 seconds for 10 repetitions. Repeat this with the other leg. You will
also need to stretch your quadriceps on the
front of your thighs. Standing in an upright
position or lying face down on the floor, pull
your foot toward your buttock and hold for 10
seconds. Repeat 10 times. Finish by performing a runner’s stretch for the calf muscle area
in the back of the lower leg.
When heading onto the slopes, yo u
should take a couple of slow runs to warm-up
and get acquainted with the surroundings. If
possible, you should ski with partners and
stay in sight of each other. Skiers should
watch out for rocks and patches of ice on the
ski trails and should make adjustments for icy
conditions, deep snow powder, wet snow and
adverse weather conditions. Last, but not
least, if you start to fall, keep your arms forward, feet together and hands over your skis.
Never fully straighten your legs if you fall
and don’t land on your hands. Don’t try to get
up until you have completely stopped sliding.
Most ski injuries occur toward the end of
the day when fatigue begins to set in, so make
sure that you take rest periods throughout the
day so you will be able to enjoy a full injuryfree day on the slopes. H
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams Boulevard
with two other locations in Metairie and on
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
Medical School Department of Allied Health,
Department of Physical Therapy, in 1987.
Anyone who has experienced an injury and
would like to find out why it happened and
what can be done to help restore normal
function in that area, can email the professionals at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

H
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Wal-Mart cash donation to assist Kenner
Recreation in repairing field lighting
By TROY BROUSSARD
On November 21, the Wal-Mart Store at
300 W. Esplanade Avenue in Kenner presented
the city of Kenner’s recreation department with
a $20,000 donation, which was raised by WalMart employees. Recreation Director Ke n
Marroccoli said that store employees organized
a softball tournament on September 30 that
raised $12,000 and that the store’s corporate
headquarters donated enough money to bring
the total to $20,000.
“Wal-Mart contacted us and said that they
wanted to do something to help the community,”
Marroccoli said. “They came up with the idea of
a softball tournament to raise funds. Over 16
teams participated in the tournament, which was

held at a location that the city provided. ”
Marroccoli said that the money will be used
to help repair the lighting systems in parks
throughout the city.
“There wasn’t a single park that avoided
being damaged during Katrina. We lost a total of
77 lights and there was also damage to the light
poles. Wal-Mart’s donation will help repair
some of these field lights and also allow us to
add new fixtures.”
At the special presentation, Kenner City
Council President Michele Branigan, Kenner
Chief of Staff Mike Yenni and Marrocolli represented the city. Representing Wal-Mart were
store manager Fred Delafosse, Frank Schiro,
Wal-Mart marketing manager for this district,
and Byron Beck, Wal-Mart’s district manager. H
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L.A. Muhleisen and Son sponsors annual
“Holiday Service of Remembrance”
L.A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral
Homes will sponsor their seventh annual
“Holiday Service of Remembrance” on
Thursday, December 14, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Pontchartrain Center’s Belle Grove
Plantation ballroom. The event, which provides a meaningful opportunity for individuals to remember deceased loved ones, is
free and open to the public.
“We know that the holidays are not festive for everyone, especially those families
who have experienced a recent death.
Those in attendance will find this to be a
very comforting and meaningful program
that will provide them with a source of
strength and inspiration throughout the holiday season,” said Louis A. Muhleisen, Jr.,
a fourth generation funeral director and

owner of L.A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral
Homes. “People tell us that it’s very healing
for them.”
The service will include a musical
selection, individual acknowledgement by
name of those remembered, closing
remarks about the value of memory
and a speaker’s personal example of
how to survive loss. In memory of their
loved one, participants will be presented
with a crystal “Angel of Remembrance”
taken from the Christmas tree.
To register the name or names of those
you would like to remember or to learn
more about the holiday service, call L.A.
Muhleisen and Son at 466-8577 by
Monday, December 11. Reservations are
not required to attend. H

Scotty’s Tire and Automotive receives
makeover from national company
Plush sofas and chairs, soft drinks and
snacks – these aren’t amenities that one
usually associates with auto maintenance.
At Scotty’s Tire and Automotive however,
this type of setting will soon become the
norm that customers can expect after the
store at 4200 Williams Boulevard receives
a new makeover courtesy of BridgestoneFirestone.
“This is a new concept in customer
service that Bridgestone-Firestone came up
with,” owner Scott Zimmerman said.
“Because we are one of the top affiliate
dealers in the country, they wanted to do
something special for us and our clients. It
is an honor to be selected to participate in
this new concept with them.”
In addition to Bridgestone-Fi r e s t o n e
tires, Scotty’s also carries Dayton and
Fuzion, and can acquire other brands upon

Business is good at Kenner’s Wireless
City store where families are responding to
an offer that gives them a free Verizon camera phone for every phone that they buy.
“It’s a great deal for families,” says
Rene Jalice, owner of Wireless City, located at 4041 Williams Boulevard. “Moms
and dads come in with their kids and everyone walks out of the store with a phone. In
the modern world, parents want to be able
to stay in touch with their children and this
is an economical way of getting a new
phone for every family member.”
Jalice worked for Verizon for five years
before starting his own store. He said this
holiday season, Verizon’s Motorola Razor
phones are hot items.
“The communications revolution in

Tires, Wheels
Automotive Services
Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes • Shocks
Air Conditioner Work • Struts • Brake Service • Batteries
Belts • Hoses • Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

request as well.
“But we do more than just sell tires,”
Zimmerman said. “Our certified technicians will take care of all your automotive
needs. We are your complete car care center.”
Zimmerman adds that the redesigned
interior will help customers to relax while
coming in for one of his shop’s many services, including brakes, air conditioning,
radiator, tire rotation, wheel balance, oil,
batteries, towing, shocks and struts, belts,
transmission and front end alignments.
Zimmerman says that Scotty’s offers
gift certificates for any and all of its products or services, which may provide an
answer for those hard to shop friends or relatives this time of year.
For more information, visit Scotty’s on
the web at www.scottystireauto.com. H

Buy one, get a camera phone free at
Kenner’s Wireless City store
By ALLAN KATZ

GiftCertificates

American life is still rolling at top speed,”
says Jalice. “There was a time just a year or
t wo ago that families wanted their
teenagers to have their own phones. Now,
we see 10 and 11-years-olds with their own
phones. The day of a cell phone being a
luxury is definitely over. These phones
have become part of American daily life.
The fact that some phones also take pictures just adds a touch of luxury to a basic
communications tool that has become a
requirement in many Kenner families for
every member of the family over the age of
10.” H

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

STEAKS

•

SEAFOOD

•

CHOPS

Opening for lunch Mon. - Fri.
PIANO PLAYER THURS., FRI., & SAT.
Large selection of wine and great martinis
3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions, Parties and Banquets

Reservations 218.8967

Open nightly 7 days at 5pm

111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building
n

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,
Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House
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Prepare your home for the winter months
By LINDA R. MARTIN
Although
we traditionally think of
spring as the
season
for
home maintenance, there
are steps yo u
should take in
the fall to
make sure that
your home is
ready for the winter months. By performing
these common maintenance tips each
autumn, you can help protect your home’s
value and prevent major repairs.
Roof and Gutters
Rain, ice, and wind can all cause damage to your roof and gutters. Now’s the time
to trim back all tree limbs and vegetation
away from the roof. You also should remove
debris, such as leaves and sticks, from your
gutters and downspouts. Clogged gutters
don’t allow water to properly drain away
from the home, which can cause seepage in
your ceilings and walls. You can also invest
in gutter guards, a screen that prevents
debris from entering the gutter and directs
the flow of water away from the house and
into the ground.
Water Heater
You don’t want to find out that your
water heater isn’t operating properly when
you need it most. So use this time to perform an annual inspection, which includes
having your tank’s pressure and temperature relief va l ve checked. In addition,
remove sediment from the bottom of the
tank by draining two gallons of water to
improve heat transfer and the efficiency of
your heater.
Heating and Cooling System
If you have a forced warm-air heating
system, you should check the exhaust vent
and air shutter openings for dirt and dust.
Clean any lint and dirt from the blower
blades, motor and burner (if you have a gas
heater). Vacuum air passages and check and
replace, if necessary, fan belts. To prevent
airborne dirt from circulating throughout
your home, wash out your reusable filter or

4041 Williams Blvd. B7
Kenner, LA 70065
(504) 466-8488

FEMA TRAILERS

(continued from page 1)

regulations so we can return to normalcy.
There are instances where the trailers are
being used not for the reason they were
intended. For those who don’t need the
trailers, we want them gone. I want our
code enforcement department to inspect
and make sure the houses with trailers are
still uninhabitable.”
Ben Zahn, District 3 Councilman says,
“Our intent is not to hurt anyone but it is in
everybody’s best interests to get our neighborhoods back to normal as quickly as pos-

replace it if it disposable.
Doors and Windows
To help control heating costs, you want
to make sure that your doors and windows
are properly sealed. Now is the time to
repair or replace weather-stripping around
door bottoms and jambs and window
frames. Check for loose or missing glazing
putty and caulking for deterioration.
Water Pipes
Frozen or burst pipes can cause major
damage to your home and be expensive to
remedy. Before frigid weather hits, protect
your pipes in unheated areas from freezing
by adding insulation, which reduces heat
loss from hot-water pipes and condensation
on cold water pipes. This can be accomplished by wrapping the pipes with heating
tape or blanket insulation and duct tape or
by encasing the pipes with preformed plastic foam. In addition, examine your pipes
for cracks and leaks.
Fireplace
Before you light the logs and get ready
to settle in front of a cozy fire, make sure
that your fireplace is in good working
order. Clean the chimney flue and, if needed, have it inspected and repaired. Check
the seal on your flue, which is designed to
keep out drafts. Replace the seal if it is
loose or damaged.
If you decide to do the fall maintenance
yourself, disconnect the power for any electrical or gas systems. In addition, before
inspecting, cleaning or making any repairs,
refer to your owner’s manuals for all equipment for proper instructions which should
be the final authority on any maintenance.
Although this list is merely a guide, it
can help you keep your home in good shape
and have a winter free of major repairs. H
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com. Prudential Gardner
Realtors is an independently owned and
operated member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc, a Prudential Financial comp a ny. Prudential Gardner’s website is
www.prudentialgardner.com.

sible. There are Kenner residents who still
have uninhabitable homes and we need to
identify them and work with them. But we
also need to address another important
issue. There are storm-repaired homes now
being occupied by their owners who are
allowing non-Kenner residents affected
elsewhere by the storm to live in their trailers, thus prolonging the cleanup process.”
Keith Chiro, director of code enforcement for the city, agreed there could be cases
where trailer occupancy can be justified and
promised his inspectors will be sympathetic
to those whose home repairs have dragged on
for any explainable and legitimate reason. H
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Good news for living trust owners
By RONALD HAMPTON
On September 30, estate
planners and
their clients
who held or
planned
to
own revocable
l iving trusts
were handed
some good
n ews
by
Louisiana voters. A constitutional amendment was passed by a large majority to
allow these persons to enjoy the same tax
advantage as other Louisiana homeowners.
In 2004, a similar amendment was
passed that called for the granting of homestead exemption for those who transfer
their homestead but retain usufruct of the
property and to people who create trusts
under certain situations. The amendment
granted the exemption for irr evo c a bl e
trusts, but not for revocable ones. The 2004
amendment was presented to the voters to
try and bring some uniformity across the
state in regard to the granting of homestead
exemptions. The result was one that I do
not believe our law m a kers intended. It
effectively denied homestead exemption to
anyone who had transferred their property
to a revocable living trust. The result for
many was that they must transfer their
homes out of their trust or lose the home-

stead exemption, thereby costing much
more in property taxes. Obviously, nearly
all opted to take their homes out of the
trust, thus leaving them open to probate.
Since the primary advantage of such trusts
is to avoid the probate process, they were
caught between a rock and a hard place.
Fast forward to today. Whether it was an
oversight, misjudgment or simply clerical
error, “Constitutional Amendment Eleven”
corrects the problem. Kudos to the lawmakers who recognized the problem their
constituents were faced with and took steps
to correct it.
For those who made the necessary
change at the time, they are now faced with
a decision to leave things as they are, or to
take steps to put their original plan back
into action. Talk with your advisor and
determine which course of action makes
the most sense to you. H
Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulev a rd in
Metairie. Hampton is a Certified Retirement
Financial Advisor™ and author of
“Retirement Land Mines and How to Avoid
Them”©. He can be reached at 1-800-5692902
or
ronaldghampton@cox.net.
Hampton’s firm is a participant in the Better
Business Bureau CARE program and is an
authorized representative of S.A.F.E.
Planning, a Medicaid planning practice.

H
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Chateau Estates Elementary completes
new outdoor learning center and gardens
On November 10, Chateau Estates
Elementary School celebrated the completion of a new outdoor classroom for its students in a ceremony hosted by Principal
Yvette Gauthreaux. The project, which was
conceptualized by school parents Dr.
Michael Dancisak and Mrs. Betsy
Dancisak, was funded through Chateau
Elementary’s PTO and hand built by parents and faculty beginning this past May.
The outdoor classroom is a three tiered
structure with seating for students and is
landscaped with plants specifically selected
because of their ability to attract different
varieties of butterflies and hummingbirds.
An adjacent vegetable garden will also
allow students an opportunity to explore
the origin of their food.
School officials said that a second
phase of construction will add science
worktables for teachers and smaller worktables for the students. Paul Emenes,
Jefferson Parish Public School System
Assistant Superintendent has agreed to pursue having water and electricity added to
the site to expand the science-based learn-

ing potential as well as irrigation to maintain the viability of the gardens.
Organizers said that the project was
ve ry much a community wide eff o rt.
Contributing donations of time and materials to the garden’s construction we r e
Chateau Estates Garden Club, Lynne
Dimm’s Nursery in Kenner, Charvet’s
Garden Center in Metairie and Home
Depot.
The ribbon cutting was organized by
fourth grade teacher Stephanie Durant and
attended by students, parents, volunteers
and community leaders including Emenes,
J e fferson Parish Public School System
board member Gene Katsanis, Chateau
Estates Garden Club president Sharon
Neumeier and Betty Bonura, a Chateau
C ivic Association representative. Dr.
Michael Dancisak along with Dr. Melody
Ritter cut the paper chain that officially
opened the learning center and gardens. H

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

New Year’s Eve Party
Featuring: GAS HOUSE GORILLAZ

$15.00 per person - TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
Includes: Champagne, Food, Party Favors

LiveWeekendBands

December
December
December
December

2
9
15
16

The Blackend Blues Band
Old School
Wise Guys
Desire Street

ON THE GRILL!
10 oz. BURGERS
Full Menu 11 a.m. - till

•

10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY!
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444
Try one of our healthy salads
SALADS
Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25
Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75
Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50

20 DECEMBER 2006 KENNER STHR

KENNER STHR DECEMBER 2006 21

H Tourism

H

Thanks for helping us to land
an economic plum
By SHARON SOLOMON
This is one
of my favorite
times of the
year as I
reflect
and
give thanks. I
especially
have
many
reasons to be
thankful for
being in the
city of Kenner.
We have been very fortunate to have
our city back and to have “surpassed normal,” in the words of our new Mayor Ed
Muniz. These are the exact words Mayor
Muniz used in the promotional video that
KCVB produced, along with K-TV, to lure
an AAU girls basketball championship
tournament back to Kenner in 2008. That
video, along with an impressive sales team,
secured this treasured event which was
sought after by numerous other big cities.
Many thanks are due to Richard Picou and
Ke l ly Ladner from K-TV, who videographed a beautiful video, and many thanks
are also owed to Mayor Muniz who starred
in our video. He performed with aplomb!

Ed Clancy, also a Kenner Star columnist, wrote our script and did the voiceover
for our video. Thanks to Louis Armstrong
International Airport for Deputy Director
of Community and Governmental Affairs
Maggie Woodruff’s testimony and for giving us permission to video whatever we
needed at the airport. And last but not least,
thanks to our Kenner City Council members, the new ones and the old, who have
given us tremendous support throughout
our 16 years of serving the city of Kenner.
I also give thanks to every Kenner resident
and New Orleans resident who helped others during this past year. I hope that you
and yours have a wonderful, safe holiday.
On a small business note, the KCVB
will be hosting a huge girl’s basketball tournament this June and July. If you might be
interested in volunteering or making extra
money this summer and you know the
game of basketball call me at 464-9494. H
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
B u reau, located at 2100 T h i rd Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be reached at
464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com
or at www.kennercvb.com.

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

50

$

OFF

Purchase of
$750 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500
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The few, the proud, the green
By KEN TRAHAN
The United States Marines are the most well-trained, hardworking, lethal fighting unit in the world. Their moniker says it
all: “The few, the proud, the Marines.” The moniker could easily
be applied to Tulane University student-athletes and fans. The
insinuation is that not everyone is cut out to be a Marine. The
same can be said for Tulane student-athletes and fans.
Tulane student-athletes have endured a president trying to
eliminate football, if not all athletic programs, displacement from
Hurricane Katrina, elimination of sports due to the budgetary crisis following the storm, tight admission standards, and a dwindling fan base. A lack of success in football and basketball has
largely contributed to the decline in attendance. The continuing
disappearance of locals attending Tulane University is another
contributing factor. Student support for Green Wave athletics is at
an all-time low.
Without a doubt, it is tough being a Tulane fan. While baseball
has thrived to become a nationally elite product, basketball has
floundered for several years, dating to the departure of Perry
Clark. Football has become a virtual nonentity in the local sports
landscape, fading into oblivion and out of local consciousness.
With the exception of Tommy Bowden’s two-year run in 1997 and
1998 and a pair of admirable seasons under recently dismissed
Chris Scelfo, the program has been dying a slow death both on the

field and in the stands.
In a professional market that includes a part-time
NBA presence, the overwhelming shadow cast by the
New Orleans Saints, the New Orleans Zephyrs, and the
New Orleans VooDoo, fan support and the entertainment dollar are diluted to saturation in a reduced marketplace. That does not even take into account the
daunting presence of LSU in the greater New Orleans
area.
Clearly, the only way that Tulane University can
attract casual fans to the party is to win. Winning takes
any number of factors. Start with strong leadership.
Financial commitment is a must. Facilities are important. Hiring the right coach matters greatly. Admissions
must be liberal enough for marginal, risk-type studentathletes to be given a chance. Being able to sign the kind
of athletes that it takes to win is paramount.
When you examine how Tulane stacks up in these
respective categories, you can fully understand why the
athletic programs are in peril. Tulane has not won with
any degree of consistency in football or basketball.
While Rick Dickson has performed admirably as athletic director in keeping his programs afloat financially
and making the tough cuts necessary to remain solvent,
university leadership does not appear interested in
achieving real success in athletics. Facilities run well
behind what is needed to succeed. Fogelman Arena is an
albatross for any coach. The practice facilities are small
and limited. While the Superdome is a good football
facility, it is way too large for Tulane and its small fan
base. Tad Gormley Stadium is unsuitable and kills any
chance Tulane has to recruit big-time athletes.
The exception to the rule is baseball. The “chicken
and the egg” theory applies here. Baseball has been
good at Tulane for nearly four decades. It is great under
Rick Jones, who has taken the program to a pair of
College World Series appearances. Jones took what he
had and made it great. He was the cart who forced
Tulane to provide a horse by having enormous success
on the field and in the stands.
Those in academia would argue that what Jones has
accomplished speaks volumes about what can be done
at Tulane in athletics. While there is some merit to this
premise, there is also the fact that Jones is one of the
country’s highest paid baseball coaches. While he has
richly earned it, this indicates commitment. So does the
construction of an all new indoor hitting facility, clubhouse and stadium. Jones, himself, has done a masterful
job of “romancing the stone,” raising money to help
fund these efforts. Lisa Stockton still has a competitive
women’s basketball program though not at the level of
the late 90s and early part of this century.
If Tulane is to maintain its current admission levels
for student-athletes, football will have little chance of
achieving any level of consistent success unless more
“exceptions” are allowed. The required 21 (minimum)

test score on the ACT and grade point average are well
above NCAA standards. In Conference USA, only Rice
and SMU have comparable academic and admission
standards. While it is no more than an average league
overall, other CUSA member schools have significant
advantages over Tulane.
With the search for a new head football coach
underway, all factors must be considered before drawing long-term conclusions. Dave Dickerson is a fine
coach and a fine man. I believe he was a good hire by
Rick Dickson, better than Shawn Finney. Chris Scelfo
should not have been the Tulane football coach. That
should have been Rich Rodriguez, but Sandy Barbour
and Scott Cowen blew the hire. It does not matter that
Rodriguez may have been a short-term solution, much
like Tommy Bowden. What mattered was to hire the
best man available and that was Rodriguez. History has
clearly revealed this. Due to all of the previously mentioned factors, Tulane is a steppingstone job. It always
has been. As a result, I have always subscribed to hiring
the best person for the job, not the person who would be
likely to stick around. When that person leaves, hire the
best person available. It is sound rationale. Ask LSU
about hiring and losing Bill Arnsparger and Nick Saban.
Ask Alabama about hiring and losing Ray Perkins. Ask
Florida about Steve Spurrier.
That being said, Chris Scelfo has not been the primary problem at Tulane. Can you hire better? I believe
this is possible. Scelfo did a decent, sometimes
admirable job under adverse circumstances. He could
have had a better relationship with local high school
coaches and could have been more of a salesman for the
product.
Having said this, without strong leadership, financial commitment, good facilities and admissions comparable to those you must compete with, one could not
expect Scelfo or any other coach to win consistently. A
good coach (see Jim Pittman, Larry Smith, Mack
Brown, Tommy Bowden) will leave upon the first blink
of success and the first good opportunity. Expect the
names of Jim Harbaugh, Patrick Nix and Tommy West
to be bandied about frequently in the coming days and
weeks as candidates for the vacant position. Decent
coaches (see Chris Scelfo) will get beaten down by the
rigors of fighting a nearly impossible battle. The same
can be said for fans. Tulane has some wonderful, passionate, long-suffering, committed fans who have
stayed the course. Unfortunately, they are simply part of
that evaporating group known as “the few, the proud, the
green.” H
Ken Trahan serves as sports director at Biz Radio
990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Kenner’s Rivertown and serves as an information specialist for the Jefferson Parish Recreation Department.

Happy Holidays to All
from the staff of the
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Two ways to stay out of trouble as a trustee

By JAMES MELCHERS
The two simple ways to stay out of trouble are to know
what the trust documents say and to follow the terms and
conditions of the trust. This assumes the trust was prepared by a Louisiana attorney whose practice includes
estate planning. The difficulties many trustees encounter
invo l ve understanding the legal terminology and the
appropriate ways to follow the terms of the trust. The following information applies to individuals who are
appointed trustee in a will which creates a trust effective at
the testator’s death.
The key components of a will with a trust should be
understood. The testator is the person writing the will with
trust provisions. The trustee is the person who will administer the trust during its term. The principal is the original
amount of money and/or assets put into the trust. Income
is the amount of money earned on the principal. The
income beneficiary is the individual who will receive
income from the trust. The principal beneficiary is the
individual who will receive the principal from the trust.
If an individual is an income beneficiary only, the
trustee cannot invade the principal of the trust. He cannot
disperse any of the money nor assets originally placed in
the trust to the income beneficiary. Likewise, if an individual is a principal beneficiary only, the trustee cannot
invade (remove from the trust) the principal before the
date when the trust ends for the income beneficiary. If an
individual is both the income and principal beneficiary,
the trust can provide for income only until the date ending
the trust at which time the principal will be dispersed.
Louisiana law describes the duties of the trustee to the
beneficiary. A violation of his duties is a breach of his
trust and can be grounds for legal action by the beneficiaries (La. Rev. Stat. 9: 2081). A trustee must administer
the trust solely in the interest of the beneficiary. When
there is more than one beneficiary, a trustee must administer the trust impartially, based on what is fair and reasonable to all the beneficiaries unless the trust instrument
gives him authority to favor one beneficiary over another
(La. Rev. Stat. 9:2082). A trustee is under a duty to a beneficiary to keep and render clear and accurate accounts of
the administered trust. The trustee must give the beneficiary or his legal representative a clear and accurate
accounting at least once a year. Failure to provide the yearly accounting is probably the biggest mistake trustees
make. A trustee must administer the trust as a prudent person would. In satisfying this standard, the trustee must
exercise reasonable care and skill, considering the purposes, terms, distribution requirements and other circumstances of the trust (La. Rev. Stat. 9: 2090).
A trustee must act in good faith toward his beneficiary
in carrying out the purposes for which the trust was created. The trustee is to exhibit undivided loyalty to the beneficiary. If a trustee violates his fiduciary duty of good faith
and impartiality, the beneficiary of a trust may institute an
action to compel a trustee to perform his duties as trustee,
to enjoin a trustee from committing a breach of his trust,
to compel a trustee to redress a breach of trust or to
remove a trustee (La. Rev. Stat. 9:2221).
Additionally, a trustee who commits a breach of trust

shall be chargeable with a loss or depreciation in value of
the trust estate resulting from a breach of trust, a profit
made by him through breach of trust, or by a profit that
would have accrued to the trust estate if there had been no
breach of trust (La. Rev. Stat. 9:2201).
In conjunction with the trustee’s fiduciary duty to act in
good faith with impartiality and honestly, and in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the trust, the following
three examples represent the good, the bad and the ugly.
Example 1
The testator prepares a will with a testamentary trust
where the spouse is the income beneficiary only for life.
The children are the principal beneficiaries. The trustee in
accordance with the trust qualifies as trustee and receives
a “Federal Identification Number” for the trust. The trustee
sets up the trust. The trustee invests the assets of the trust
and pays the income to the income beneficiary during the
spouse’s life. During this period the trustee provides a yearly accounting to the income and principal beneficiaries. At
the death of the spouse the principal of the trust is distributed to the principal beneficiaries as provided in the trust
agreement. This is an example of the “good trustee.”
Example 2
The testator prepares a will with a testamentary trust
where the spouse is the income beneficiary only for life.
The children are the principal beneficiaries. The trustee
for the trust qualifies as the trustee and secures a “Federal
Identification Number” for the trust and sets up the trust.
The trustee invests the assets of the trust and pays the
income to the income beneficiary during the spouse’s life.
So far, this trustee’s actions are correct. However, the
trustee makes distributions of the principal to the principal
beneficiaries in violation of the trust agreement. At the
spouse’s death, the trustee distributes the remainder of the
trust assets to the principal beneficiaries. The trustee does
not provide annual accountings to the beneficiaries. This
is an example of the “bad trustee.”
Example 3
The testator prepares a will with a testamentary trust
where a minor grandchild is the income beneficiary until
age 25, at which time he is to receive the principal since he
is also the principal beneficiary. The trustee qualifies as
the trustee and the attorney secures a “Federal
Identification Number” for the trustee for the trust, all of
which actions are correct. However, the trustee does not
setup the trust account as instructed by the attorney. The
trustee purchases certificates of deposit in his own personal name and does not pay all of the income or principal
to the income beneficiary and principal beneficiary. No
accounting is given to the income beneficiary or his legal
representative. The trustee distributes the balance of the
assets to the grandchild when he reaches the age of 25
years. This is an example of the “ugly trustee.”
The trustee in the first example has done everything
right and is to be congratulated. The trustee in example
two has breached the terms of the trust agreement and is
subject to having the beneficiary institute an action under
La. Rev. Stat. 9:2221 discussed above. The last trustee has
done everything wrong and is subject to La. Rev. Stat.
9:2221. Additionally, that will be chargeable with any loss
or depreciation in value of the trust estate, any profit made
by the trustee or profit not made by the trust according to
La. Rev. Stat. 9:2201.
In conclusion, the trustee must act in accordance with
the provisions of the trust instrument. A trustee must act in
good faith in his dealings with the beneficiary and in carrying out the purposes for which the trust was created. The

trustee must administer the trust solely in the interest of the beneficiary. The trustee owes the beneficiary the fundamental duties of loyalty, fairness, and impartiality in the administration of the trust on
behalf of and for the account of the beneficiary. H
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at Melchers Law Firm,
located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s primary
areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, real
estate, corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers can be reached at
467-1092 or visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

MANO’S HANDBAG BOUTIQUE

DESIGNER REPLICA HANDBAGS
L U G G A G E • WA L L E T S
7024 Veterans Blvd.

(corner David Dr. and Veterans Blvd. next to K-Mart)

Monday thru Saturday 10am - 6 pm

779-7800
SINCE 1978

450-1753

Restaurants, hotels &
large commercial buildings

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIORS

• RETIREES • CAREGIVERS
Learn How to Legally Protect Your Life Savings
From Nursing Home Financial Disaster

FREE REPORT reveals how you can prevent losing your
pension, CDs, Social Security and other assets, even if
your loved one is already in a nursing home. Learn the
secrets that can protect your spouse, your parent or other
family members from losing it all. Stroke, Alzheimer’s
or other long term illness can wipe out the uninformed.
Call for FREE information.

1-800-646-1158
CALL TOLL FREE – 24 HOUR RECORDED MESSAGE
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HELP WANTED
Office Assistant
Local Real Estate Land Title Agency
needs reliable processor/post closing assistant.
Must have good typing and telephone communication skills.
Prior experience and Spanish speaking is a plus.
Paid vacation, parking and other benefits.
$10/hour with opportunity to advance.
Send resume to:
“Help Wanted”
P.O. Box 641654
Kenner, LA 70064

H Automotive

Winter car care maintenance tips
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Getting the
car ready for
winter now can
save you a lot
of headaches
and
money
later. So while
you are changing
your
wardrobe and
making other
personal and business adjustments, you
should take time to winterize your car.
Check The Battery
The same battery that started the car
with ease during the summer months loses
some of its spark in the winter. At 32
degrees Fahrenheit, batteries lose 35 percent of their power, according to the
Automobile Association of America
(AAA) and fall off even further as the temperature drops.
Keep the battery’s terminals clean, and
if the battery is more than two years old,
have a technician check the charging system to ensure it is ready for the cold. If
there are signs of a weak battery, such as a
grinding sound when the ignition is turned
on, have the car examined by a specialist.

Open Daily
LUNCH AND DINNER
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Café and
George Messina of Messina’s Restaurant
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065

468-3237
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Tire Safety Counts
Tire care is important for all seasons,
but is magnified in the winter months. Tires
should be inspected and rotated regularly.
Since tires become deflated as the temperature drops, it’s important to monitor
their pressure. Use a gauge to check the
pressure when the tires are cold.
Rotation is crucial to the longevity of
tires. And there’s an added benefit to keeping tires up to par: fuel efficiency. When
tires are inflated properly, cars have less
resistance to overcome to move forward,
and therefore use less fuel, according to
AAA, to help to ease the pain of higher gas
costs.
Belts And Hoses Need Attention
Hoses, the arteries of a car’s cooling
system, are especially vulnerable to cold
weather. Examine the hoses carefully and
make sure there are no leaks, bulges or
cracks. Broken belts are a driver’s worst
nightmare during any season because the
engine will not work without them, and
being stranded on a cold winter night can
double the frustration. Try to prevent this
fate by simply opening the hood to make
sure the belts are tight. They should not flex
more than a half an inch.
Fill The Fluids
To keep the car running smoothly this
winter, oil, transmission fluid, brake fluid
and coolant must be kept clean and plentiful. Oil, which lubricates the engine, should

be checked and changed every 3,000 to
5,000 miles. Also make sure the transmission and brake fluids are at proper levels.
Despite the chill outside, cars can overheat in the winter if they run low on or out
of coolant. Coolant is also necessary to produce heat for the car. If the coolant has not
been changed in more than two years, have
the system flushed. When adding coolant,
mix an equal part of water.
The gas tank should be kept close to
full during the winter months to prevent
frozen gas lines. Don’t let the motor idle for
more than a few minutes because it wastes
gas and can damage the engine.
See And Be Seen
The importance of windshield wipers is
magnified in the winter months. Replace
blades that are not in good working order.
Put only no-freeze windshield washer fluid
in the washer reservoirs.
Having a clear view of your surroundings is crucial to your safety, the safety of
your passengers and others on the road.
Clean your windows before beginning to
drive.
Also, make sure others on the road can
see you. Check headlights, taillights and
blinkers, and replace any burned-out bulbs.
Take A Brake
Brakes are crucial to the safe operation
of a car, especially in cold weather. Listen
carefully for changes in the sound during
braking, and take notice if the brakes have
longer stopping distances and unnecessary
pulsing (Cars equipped with anti-lock
brakes should feel pulsing during rapid
stops only). If there are any problems, don’t
wait until the “Check Brakes” light
appears. Have the car checked immediately.
Other Important Tips
To avoid being locked out of the car
because of cold weather, keep the doors,
hinges and locks lubricated.
The American Red Cross says motorists
should keep an emergency supply kit in
case they are stranded because of car trouble. The supply kit should contain battery
jumper cables, a first-aid kit, shovel, basic
tool kit (pliers, screwdriver, wrench, pocket
knife), blankets, transistor radio, a bag of
sand, and bright-colored cloth. Motorists
should carry a cellular phone so that they
can call for help.
For more important tips on how you and
your car can survive the winter months, visit
the AAA’s website at www.icepack.org. H
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

KENNER STHR DECEMBER 2006 25

H Latin American News

H

Hispanic work force trends
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
Hispanics account for more that 13 percent of the U.S. labor force and that number
is expected to increase to 20 percent by
2030. As the Hispanic economy continues
its growing influence the ripple effects
already have begun to alter the nation’s
political, social, cultural and economic
structure. Ultimately these changes will
affect national and local public policies to
access of capital, education and diversity in
the workplace and last but not least,

increase Hispanic professional occupations
and advancement. In 2006 Hispanics made
a major contribution not only to the U.S.
economy but also to our local economy.
This trend is expected to continue in 2007.
Spanish language skills are a valuable
asset to have for many careers. However in
today’s emerging market, they are neither
essential nor sufficient. Many second and
third generation Hispanics do not have a
command of the Spanish language as well
as they do English, and, as a matter of fact,
m a ny U.S. born Hispanics don’t speak
Spanish. Employers, however, often have a
tunnel vision view when recruiting workers
to serve the Hispanic market and hire them
without making sure they qualify for the
job. This trend is changing as the Hispanic
market grows and more employers need

H Community

people who are proficient in Spanish, but
also know the market and diversification of
the various customs and cultures. This is
one of the reasons you are now beginning
to see an increase in awareness and interest
by the future work force eager to learn
Spanish as a second language, as well as
employers learning Spanish to better communicate with its employees and customers.
Companies and employers are now recognizing that it is critical to understand how
Hispanics think and to understand the
diversification of lifestyles to better serve
the Hispanic market. To prepare and educate yourself on how to live, prosper and to
understand the dive r s i fication of the
Hispanic culture you can start by contacting, among others, the Hispanic Chamber

H

Aging parents’ issues surface during the holidays
Baby boomers visiting aging parents
during the holidays may be in for a shocking surprise, warns certified senior advisor
Ronald Hampton. The pristine house and
yard of the past now look shabby and neglected. Dirty dishes fill the sink and the
kitchen table is covered in crumbs.
Unopened bills are stacked haphazardly all
over the countertops. Mom seems unfocused and dad is having trouble getting
around. It’s clear that help is needed but
what should family members do?
Hampton encourages clients to take
advantage of the time when everyone is
gathered together to initiate a conversation
with parents and family members about
“what if ” scenarios and health and financial concerns.
Eldercare Link, one of the nation’s
leading free eldercare referral services
agrees. CEO Robert Brooks says that, historically, the week after Thanksgiving generates more requests from anxious family
members than any other week of the year.
The holidays are a good time, the
organization says, for family members to
be alert for signs that elderly relatives may
need help – physical, mental or financial.
The most important thing, they say, is to
look for signs of change in mood, health
and living conditions. Checking in with
people who visit the relative frequently can
indicate whether there have been recent
changes.
Some signs to look for include personal hygiene problems, a home in disarray or
needing to be cleaned and weight loss or
weight gain. Check for spoiled food or
insufficient food at home, failure to manage medications or medical appointments,
increased difficulty with mobility (such as
climbing stairs or using a bathtub), changes
in judgment, mood or overall behavior and

increased forgetfulness. Check for
unopened mail or unread new s p a p e r s ,
missed bill payments or other financial difficulties, unusual or extravagant purchases
that are out of character, or decreased social
activities or failing to maintain friendships.
Experts warn that it isn’t necessary to
panic if you recognize a few changes. Some
are simply part of the aging process.
Slowing down doesn’t automatically mean
that your parents are ready move to an
assisted living facility or in with you.
This is a good time, Hampton says, to
talk about concerns and ask parents what
kind of help they would like. Start researching the options. There are many organizations that can provide expert advice about a
range of senior services ranging from home
health aides, visiting nurses, Meals on
Wheels and adult day care to financial
planning and legal issues.
While you are visiting, take a look
around and learn more about the community where your parents live. Visit facilities,
contact senior organizations, take notes and
start a file so you will know whom to call
when something needs to be done. Keep
adding to it and pretty soon you will be able
to treat your parents to home-delivered
meals or arrange for a senior companion to
take your parents to meetings and special
events.
When you get back home, check out
some of the websites offering gadgets that
can help safeguard your parents and ease
your worries. Video monitors, for example,
enable you to keep an eye on how your parents are coping and automated medication
carousels ensure that they are taking their
pills in the right dosage and at the right
time.
If you feel there are legal, financial
and insurance questions that need discus-

sion, go to the National Association of
Area Agencies on Aging website at
www.eldercare.gov for a checklist of these
topics.
Hampton adds a few parting words of
advice. One of the most difficult aspects of
dealing with aging parents is dealing with
siblings, other family members and outsiders. Everybody has an opinion or an
agenda. Take the lead and encourage everyone in your family to really listen to one
another, respond with respect, keep a sense
of humor and stay focused on the prize –
providing your parents with the best possible quality of life. H

of Commerce at 885-4262, the Hispanic
Business Resource and Technology Center
at 469-7487, the Kenner Hispanic Resource
Center at 469-2571, Guía Hispana de
Negocios (Guide to Hispanic Business) at
218-4453 or Enlace-Spanish Yellow Pages
at 467-1174.
Calendar of events
There are numerous related holiday
activities taking place in December by various social and civic organizations of the
area, as well as the private sector. For more
information call 464-4619.
Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año Nuevo
(Merry Christmas and Happy New Year).
I leave you with this thought: “An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New
Year in. A pessimist stays up to make sure
the old year...leaves!”
God Bless, have safe and happy holidays. H
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at
sadd3143@bellsouth.net. Correspondence
for LACAL can be sent to 629 Carmenere
Drive, Kenner, LA, 70065.

KENNER
STHR
Website
www.kennerstar.com

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602 • Metairie, LA 70002
Mickey King
Susan Vrbaskovich
Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist
Reverse Mortgage
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3528
504-830-3527
504-830-3531
Janie Blackmon
Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3532
504-830-3533
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K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television
AND MUCH MORE!

Featured Show of the Month
Sounds of the Season
Watch for musical performances
by local schools from
Kenner’s Christmas Village.

Also watch for these timely programs in December!!
Kenner Revealed
Learn more about the many great programs
and events sponsored by the city’s
Community Service Department.

Louisiana Business Spotlight
Discover what “Broadway South” would
mean to our area and hear the latest
from the New Orleans Sports Foundation.

Town Talk
Janet Gross talks to a representative from
Ochsner Health System about the recent
acquisition of Kenner Regional Medical Center.

Hablemos Claro
Miguel Elias hosts this Spanish language program
that deals with issues important to the local
Hispanic Community.

For the most current program schedule, go to ktv76.com/program schedule.
Our website also includes information on how you can
acquire copies of any K-TV produced program. We appreciate and
encourage all comments and feedback about K-TV programs.
Call us at 504-466-3564 or email us at KTV76@kenner.la.us

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel

H

H Home

Chimney maintenance
By DAN DORMADY
Po o r ly
maintained
c h i m n eys can
h ave serious
consequences
such as carbon
m o n oxide poisoning, chimney fires and
failure of the
chimney itself.
Most of the homes seen by home
inspectors typically have at least one fireplace and chimney. Unfortunately, when
inspected, many chimneys are also dirty
and have not been cleaned in quite a while.
It is typically recommended that if a homeowner uses their fireplace during the year,
it should be cleaned once per year. While
this can be a do-it-yourself project, it is
strongly recommended that a trained chimney sweep perform this service for you. It is
not very expensive and it is a lot safer for
the homeowner.
As part of a thorough inspection, an
experienced, trained chimney sweep will
check the chimney flue, the fireplace, the
damper (which opens to allow smoke to
escape and closes to prevent drafts when
there is no fire), the outside chimney, the
chimney top and the exhaust flues from the
hot water heater and the furnace. This
inspection will usually identify problems or
potential problems that cause chimney
fires, premature structural failure and carbon monoxide poisoning.
A damper that doesn’t close completely
when the fireplace is not in use can be a big
energy waster. On the other hand, if the
damper doesn’t open all the way you risk having smoke and fumes back up into your home.
Some fireplaces have a trap door or
removable brick where ashes can be swept
down a chute. This eliminates the need to
constantly clean the ashes out of your fireplace by carrying them through the house.
However, the ash-dump itself, which usually has a door at the base of the chimney,
needs to be cleaned out periodically.
Some chimneys also have an air intake
duct from the outside of the home to the
hearth to provide oxygen to the fire without
creating drafts through the house. The grills
on either end of the duct should be removed
and the duct cleaned out.

When checking the outside of the chimney, the chimney sweep will pay close
attention to the chimney flashing. Flashing
consists of the sheets of metal installed
where the roof meets the chimney and
helps prevent water from penetrating the
roof or the chimney. Timely repairs to your
flashing can prevent roof leaks and the
myriad of problems associated with them.
Flashing also plays an important role in
preventing water from penetrating the chimney itself. Water can be extremely damaging to chimneys. Water eats away at components in the mortar, weakening it over time.
For the same reason, the inspection should
include all the masonry joints on the exterior of the chimney. If cracked and crumbling
mortar is discovered, the mortar joints will
have to be scraped out and repointed (pressing new mortar into the joints and smoothing the surface). Many experts recommend
treating the entire chimney with a sealant to
help it defend itself against water penetration. While the sealant can be very effective,
it will not help a wall that is in need of
repairs. In that case, the repairs should be
done first, or the sealant may end up keeping water in rather than out.
The top of a masonry chimney is espec i a l ly vulnerable to wa t e r. The crown
(sometimes called the cap) is a mound of
cement that surrounds the flue openings and
sheds water toward the edges of the chimney. After 15 to 20 years, the crown usually
needs to be repaired or replaced. Failure to
maintain or replace the crown will allow
water to get down into the bricks and mortar of the chimney and can cause severe
problems over time, often necessitating the
costly rebuilding of the entire chimney.
In conclusion, a yearly inspection of all
your fireplace components will preve n t
serious consequences, make your home
safer and save money down the road. H
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumd o r m a d y @ c ox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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H Faithwalk

H

A couple of months ago, I
wrote about going on a
women’s retreat, not knowing if
I was emotionally ready since it
had only been about two
months since Carl’s death. My
prayer during that retreat was to
beg the Lord to replace my sorrow with joy. Some suggested
that it was too soon after his
death to be asking for the gift of
joy, but I had grown so weary of being sad. Grief is hard
work, and I needed a break. After all, it had been going on
in stages for the three years that Carl fought the cancer
which eventually took his life. I was exhausted.
Thanksgiving approached, and as it did I looked forward to having two of my out-of-town daughters and their
families come to stay with me for the holiday. The anticipation of seeing them and getting to hug my precious
grandchildren filled me with great joy, and I suddenly
realized that my earlier prayer for joy had been realized.
Don’t get me wrong. I love all of my daughters and my
sons-in-law, but these grandchildren have renewed my
spirit and my life. I call it the “Ministry of the Child.”
Daughter Beth is scheduled for a C-section on December
5, and daughter Connie announced on Thanksgiving day
that grandchild number 11 is on the way (the oldest grandchild is 5)! I am so excited and grateful to have all of these
precious new lives to love and nurture and to be loved in
return. It’s a boundless, endless source of love and joy that
they bring to my life and my heart is filled with gratitude.
Where else can you feel so special? One two-year-old
granddaughter recently threw a tantrum when her mother tried to explain to the child that I was her mother’s
mother. She fumed, “No! That’s my JoJo!” We all know
two-year-olds don’t like to share, but I loved it!
Advent and Christmas are fast approaching. I was
reminded recently that Advent is about waiting, something we all know, but not many enjoy. Personally, I am
not a big fan of waiting, but with the benefit of hindsight,
I can see and appreciate the blessings that have evolved
in my life because I had to wait. I didn’t have a choice,
and perhaps that was the way it had to be for the blessings to come to fruition.
Starting with Carl’s incarceration which was the most
painful experience of my life, so many blessings came
from that horrendous ordeal. While our family waited on
the outside, Carl was being refined and purified to become

the man the Lord wanted him to be all along. It took something radical like imprisonment to hold Carl still long
enough for the Lord to do his work in him. On the outside,
our family was galvanized together in a way that only
tragedy can do. I understand how tragedy can tear families
apart, but it can also make them a more cohesive unit, and
gratefully we took that road.
I had to learn to be more independent while Carl was
away for almost two and one-half years leaving me and our
youngest daughter, Caitlin, alone at home. As a result I
know I am handling being a widow with greater ease than
had I not had that “rehearsal.” Wonderful friends helped us
in countless ways, large and small, and I came to understand
what a treasure friends can be when times are tough. Joe
Sirgo, my next door neighbor who has since joined Carl on
the other side of the thin veil that separates us, volunteered
to undertake looking after my house when it needed repair.
Another friend offered to set up my computer so that I could
send out Carl’s monthly newsletter on the Internet instead of
buying costly postage. Good friends included me in outings
so I wouldn’t sit at home and have a pity party. I received at
least one thoughtful card in the mail every single day that
Carl was gone. Some people promised to lift me up in prayer
daily, and Carl’s legal friends were there whenever I needed
them. But the greatest single source of my strength during
that dark time was God the Holy Spirit who comforted me
in inspired music, in contemplative prayer, and through the
horizontal dimension of the church, fellow pilgrims walking
this early journey with me. It was truly a painful time of
tremendous blessing, and I thank God for it.
I hope and pray that as we wait for Christ to be born
in our hearts this Christmas season, that we can remain
focused on Him and avoid the insane hysteria that can
grip us in the shopping malls (I actually witnessed a
woman one year stand in the middle of the department
store, clench her fists and scream at the top of her lungs).
Please try with me to find a minimum of 15 to 20
minutes daily devoted to praying, waiting and listening
for the Lord because it will make such a difference as He
prepares our hearts for His coming. God bless you all and
Merry Christmas!
P.S. A free Christmas concert will be given at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Friday, December 22. Live
nativity is from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Concert is at
7:00 p.m. H
Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl Cleveland, the
Kenner Star Faithwalk columnist from 1998 until his death
this past July. Joey Cleveland can be reached via email at
kenstarcwc@aol.com.
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CUSTOM
FRAMING
SERVICES

The season of waiting
By JOEY CLEVELAND

% OFF

Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation
with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)

% OFF

PRE-FRAMED
ART

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 12/24/06.

The Frame Shoppe
Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art
21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

Esplanade Mall

1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique
LARGE SELECTION OF

Italian Leather
Purses

Holiday
Hours
Hours: M, Tues, Sat. 10-7 • W, Th, F 10-8
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

H

Hijack pilot to address mayor’s inaugural prayer breakfast
Eric McGrew, a 1962 graduate of East Jefferson High
School and a retired pilot who survived the hijacking of
his commercial airliner, will be the featured speaker at
Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz’ inaugural Prayer Breakfast.
The event, which is open to the public, will be at the
Pontchartrain Center, Friday, December 8, 2006, and is
scheduled for 7:00 a.m. Tickets are available from Barry
Haindel at 450-8198.
McGrew was born in Santa Barbara, California, but moved
with his family to the New Orleans area after World War II.
After graduating from East Jefferson, he attended
Southeastern Louisiana University, where he earned a
degree in industrial technology.

In 1967, he joined the U.S. Marine Corps and
earned the distinction of being named a “Designated
Aviator.” He served a tour in Vietnam flying troop
transport planes to Plu Bai and Da Nang.
Eric began a career in commercial aviation with
Delta Airlines in 1973, and it was during that service he
lived through a life-threatening hijacking of his plane.
That event helped change his life.
Now retired, he and his wife live in Cattle Farm,
Georgia.
McGrew’s story of adventure and faith has inspired
audiences throughout the United States and is sure to
challenge and encourage all who hear him at this event. H

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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Farewell to the 12 days of Christmas
By ED CLANCY

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • OBSERVATORY
HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME • FINE ARTS GALLERY
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 and 1:00 p.m.
DECEMBER 2 – IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“Christmas Magic”
DECEMBER 9 – CALLIOPE PUPPETS
present
“Papa Noel & The Teddy Bears”
A wonderful Christmas story for audiences of all ages
DECEMBER 16 – STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY
presents his Instant Theatre Productions
“The Elf’s Christmas”
Visit with Santa & Mrs. Claus – Pictures – Food – Door Prizes.
Special Price – $10.00 per person

•
Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

DECEMBER 2 – GERALD BEHAN, SIOUX
Pencil Drawing
Gerald draws traditional pictures such as buffalos, eagles, and traditional
dancers. He will draw and have some available for purchase.
DECEMBER 11 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN CHEROKEE
Pine Needle Basketry
Rose rediscovered a Cherokee tradition as Cannes Brulee curator.
Making pine needle baskets was a childhood activity with
her grandmother; Rose picked it up again when she met
Marjorie Battise of the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana.
DECEMBER 16 – ZOE ANNA VERRET , UNITED HOUMA NATION
Palmetto Basketry
Zoe’s baskets are so tight and precise you would think they were made by
machine! But these baskets are a Houma tradition.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

When
I
was a tot, in
the little town
of
Fabius,
New York, my
older brother,
my
mother
and I would sit
at the kitchen
table and sing
Christmas
Carols around this time of year. It was
about the only real family time we had. My
father didn’t partake since he was usually at
the saloon in town (but that’s a story for
another Christmas column). We would
sing, “Oh Come All Ye Faithful,” “It Came
Upon a Midnight Clear,” “Good King
Wenceslas,” “Silent Night,” – all the usual
suspects. I would be a grown man before
grandma was run over by a reindeer.
The one song we did not sing was “The
12 Days of Christmas” because we only
heard it a few times on the radio and some
TV shows, and never had a book that had
the words in it. Besides, it was a memory
song and that was just too much trouble for
a ten-year-old mind. There have been various versions over the years. One of my
favorites was recorded by the actor and
voice of Smuckers, Mason Adams. It was
filled with sound effects, and by the end of
the song the geese were attacking the partridge and the turtle doves and the maids-amilking were being chased by the lecherous
lords-a-leaping.
My favorite version of “12 Days” was
by Fay Mckay called “The 12 Daze of
Christmas.” Instead of doves and golden
rings, Fay sang of her favorite liquors: Nine
margaritas, Eight old fashioneds, Seven
Johnnie Walkers, Six cuba libras, FIVE
DRY ROB ROYYYYS...and so on. Fay got
progressively more inebriated with each
lyric, and by the end of the song she was
fighting to stay on the piano stool.
In the 1980s as part of my “Radio
Cartoon” series, I did an annual version of

MOSQUITOS

(continued from page 1)

of November has given us a huge crop of
f l o o d water and salt marsh mosquitoes,
many of whom have found their way to
Kenner.”
While these breeds of mosquitoes don’t
carry the dreaded West Nile fever virus,
they are pesky biters who usually aim for
ankles, knees and elbows. They can often
be seen flitting around inside your vehicle’s
windshield. Many Kenner residents are
scratching mosquito bites and wondering
how mosquitoes could still be around in
December.
“It’s kind of incongruous that we would
be spraying for mosquitoes in December at

“12 Days” starring Edwin Edwards and
whoever was in the news at the time, most
notably Dutch N. “Ernest” Morial, utilizing
the wonderful singing voice of Ed Pellissier
as Edwin, and my not so wonderful singing
voice as Dutch.
I have never memorized “12 Days of
Christmas,” not for lack of mental agility,
but for lack of interest. I have memorized a
number of other nonsenses, foremost of
which is a piece I saw Jerry Lewis do on
television back in the ‘60s. It could even, in
my estimation, replace “12 Days” at
Christmastime. At least it has some birds in
it. Repeat after me:
One hen
One hen, two ducks
One hen, two ducks, three squawking geese
One hen, two ducks, three squawking
geese, four Limerick oysters.
You get the idea of the repetition, so,
here are the rest of the lyrics, but remember, you have to repeat each preceding line
every time you add one:
Five corpulent porpoises
Six pairs of Don Alverzo’s tweezers
Seven thousand Macedonians in full battle
array
Eight brass monkeys from the ancient,
sacred crypts of Egypt
Nine apathetic, sympathetic diabetic old
men on roller skates with a marked propensity for procrastination and sloth (Wheww!)
Ten lyrical spherical diabolical denizens of
the deep who haul stone around the corner
of the quo of the quay of the queezie at the
very same time
I typed that all from memory. I used to
do this little number in public, but not anymore. I would have to be in Fay McKay’s
condition to pull that off.
The 12 Years of Clancy columns in the
Kenner Star began in 1994. I would like to
thank all of you for taking the time to read
them and in a bold stroke of political incorrectness, I wish you a Merry Christmas. H
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

dawn, during the day and in the evenings,
but that’s the current situation,” say s
Pavlovich. He says that when temperatures
drop below 55 degrees, the mosquitoes try
to find places to hide from the cold, including under houses and in Kenner’s sewer
system.
“We’re spraying in all the places that
mosquitoes like to hide during the winter,”
says Pavlovich. “But, we know that people
are still being bitten and we will continue to
apply control pressures to further reduce
this pesky population.” Unless we have a
real cold spell that decreases the amount of
eggs hatching in the marsh, it’s entirely
possible that we’ll still be spraying in
January and February.” H
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Improving the airport, one step at a time
By SEAN C. HUNTER
Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
In June, we
announced
“Operation
Spruce Up,” a
$1.5 million
dollar program
to improve the
appearance of
L o u i s
Armstrong
N ew Orleans
International Airport. This “fresh fa c e ”
included better lighting, new paint and carpet and the restoration of restrooms.
As a public facility, Armstrong
International Airport is open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. This means that
lights are always on, escalators and elevators must always be in operation and restrooms are in constant use. With millions of
travelers passing through the airport, both
before and post-Katrina, signs of usage are
always present. Across the U.S., airports
constantly struggle with the task of keeping
their terminals clean, especially during the
summer months and the holiday trave l
time.
The New Orleans Aviation Board has
begun another campaign to improve the
traveling experience at Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport. The
theme of the improvements you will see is
“Music to Your Eyes.” We are focusing on
improvements for the short term and long
term. Some items will have completion
deadlines and others will be on-going. I
will share these with you as they are
designed and implemented.
One of the improvements began on
Tuesday, November 21, when the airport
opened a cell phone lot in time for the holiday travel season. The cell phone lot, with
capacity for up to 350 vehicles, provides a
waiting area where motorists can park for
free for a maximum of one hour, wait for a
cell phone call from family or friends to
announce their arrival and then drive to the
airport terminal curbside for passenger
pick-up. The new cell phone waiting area is
located three minutes from the terminal on
Airline Drive at the corner of Airline Drive
and Hollandey Street across from the
Airport Access Road. New fencing and
improved lighting have been added to the
lot and security patrols will be present. The
lot will be open from 10:00 a.m. until 10:00
p.m. daily, the busiest times of the day for
arriving passengers. Drivers must remain in
their vehicles at all times and any unattended vehicles will be towed. “For hire” vehicles are prohibited from using the lot. This
cell phone lot not only provides for a convenient place for waiting for arr iv i n g
flights but it also helps reduce the conges-

tion on the airport’s busy roadway system.
One of our main goals is to maintain a
clean and safe airport. To keep the airport
clean, it takes the cooperation of the public
as well as a constant vigilance by the cleaning staff. There are many litter receptacles
throughout the airport, yet we see litter on
the floor. We ask our travelers to please use
them and, if a problem is seen, report it to a
badged airport employee so it can be
addressed. In an effort to keep the restrooms cleaner, we are reorganizing the
schedules set for restroom maintenance and
cleaning and dedicating staff to the cleaning task. We know clean restrooms are very
important to an airport and the increased
attention should be visible very soon.
To continue to keep the airport safe,
security should be even more visible over
the holidays with the assistance of officers
from the respective Jefferson Parish and St.
Charles Parish Sheriff’s offices. To speed
things along at the security checkpoints, the
Tr a n s p o rtation Security Administration
(TSA) has developed their 3-1-1 plan for
carry-on travel items. The 3-1-1 is a three
ounce bottle or less in one quart-size,
placed in a clear plastic, zip-top bag with
one bag per passenger placed in the screening bin. One quart bag per person limits the
total liquid volume each traveler can bring
in carry-on luggage. The three ounce container is a security measure. Large quantities of some items, including prescription
and non-prescription medicines, are
allowed when presented to screening personnel for inspection. You can view more
detail on the TSA website at www.tsa.gov.
The airport is the first place you see
when you come to a world-class city like
ours and it’s the last place you see as you
depart. As the front door to the Greater
New Orleans area, we strive to be on a parallel track with the city and the region,
ensuring that the image we present is a
good one.
Happy holidays from the New Orleans
Aviation Board and staff.
For more information about Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport and “Music to Your Eyes”, visit the
website at www.flymsy.com. H
Sean C. Hunter can be re a ched at
www.flymsy.com.

Christmas
Concert
open to the public
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
7:00 p.m. Friday, Dec. 22
Live nativity – 6:30 p.m.

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503
24 PK - 12 oz.

Holiday Special

BUD•BUD LIGHT
MILLER LITE
COORS LITE

24 PK - 12 oz. can

SUITCASE

15.99

H
WE WILL
BE OPEN
XMAS DAY
TILL NOON
H

CORONA

27.19

H
Great Gift Idea!!
Give the
ICE HOUSE
GIFT CARD
H

We would like to take the time to say thank you to all of
our valued customers. In the rush of business life,
we sometimes fail to say “thank you” loud enough.
You can be assured your patronage is never taken for granted.
We wish each and every customer a…

Happy Holiday Season
THANKS, THE RICCA FAMILY
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Landscaping as usual…
WE ARE REBUILT!

We are open for business and hope
our old friends will come and see us.
CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

f

31 graduate from Kenner Citizen’s
Police Academy
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
recently announced the November graduation of “Class 16” from the Kenner Citizen’s
Police Academy held at the Kenner Police
Complex located at 500 Veterans Boulevard.
The 31 students recognized for completing the program are Mary Alfonso, Stephen
Alfonso, Margaret Bicknell, Joyce Caraway,
Susan Fagocki, Mark Fonte, Ricardo
Gonzales, Charles Hayes, Jerelene Hebert,
Kevin Hunt, Federico Icaza, Francisco
Icaza, Marco Icaza, Uriel Icaza, Kenneth
Kee, Dale Kessler, Carl Kihnel, Debbie
King, Dennis Labure, Emery Luquette,
Anthony Madere, Cynthia McGregor, Joelle
Nicol, Lisa Osborne, Carolyn Pipkin, Ruth
Powell, Nelly Salazar, Dawn Shulin, Steve
Shulin, Gary Shurman and Leona Wiemann.
Students attended free classes one night
per week for 13 weeks and were taught by

trained police officers cert i fied in their
fields. The academy provided detailed coverage about how the KPD works in the areas
of responsibilities of the command staff, rescue equipment and weapons, crime scene
processing, criminal inve s t i gations, drug
enforcement, patrol division, crime prevention and D.A.R.E. programs, K-9 Unit,
physical fitness, use of police force and selfdefense, S.W.A.T., criminal laws and court
procedures, traffic enforcement and D.W.I.
issues.
Students also received a tour of police
headquarters and the Kenner jail and participated in a ride along with a police officer.
Through the Citizen’s Academy, the
Kenner Police Department encourages
alumni to lead the community in improving
safety and promoting confidence in and support for the department in reducing crime. H

KPWA meeting monthly meeting set
The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association, an association of professional
men and women that meets monthly, will
hold its December meeting on Tuesday,
December 19, 2006 at the Radisson New
Orleans Airport Hotel located at 2150

Veterans Boulevard in Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 followed
by lunch at noon. The deadline for reservations is noon on Friday, December 15,
2006. Advance reservations are required
and can be made by calling 962-3930. H

f

Food Vendors, Santa Pictures,
Storytelling, Holiday Characters,
Performances by Local Groups

f
f

H

f
f

FOOD PROVIDED BY LOCAL NON-PROFITS

OPEN: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 & 15; SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 & 16
KENNER COMMUNITY SERVICE
468-7293
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New Orleans favorites cookbook sales to benefit library
The Friends of the Jefferson Public
Library recently announced the availability
of “Cooking with Friends: Recipes from
the New Orleans Area Collected by the
Friends of the Jefferson Public Library.”
This reprint of the 2003 cookbook contains
380 recipes gathered from Friends’ members, library staff and patrons and local
celebrity chefs. Contributing restaurants
include Arnaud’s, Bacco, Brigtsen’s, Café
Giovanni, Chef John Folse and Company,
Christian’s, Commander’s Palace, Drago’s,
Galatoire’s, G.W. Fins, Marisol, Mart i n
Wine Cellar Catering, Red Fish Grill,
Semolina’s and Vega Tapas Café.
Recipes run the gamut from appetizers
to desserts and range from quick and easy
meals, to crowd pleasers and chef’s specialties. New Orleans favorites include barbecue shrimp, crawfish étoufée, jambalaya,
red beans, and muffalettas. Ethnic delicacies abound, as do all-time family favorites.
Novice cooks may delight in recipes on
how to boil shrimp or make batters for
shrimp or Chinese food. Those who lost
cookbooks in the storm will be happy to

Handful of Kenner
precincts to vote in
December runoff
On December 9, Kenner precincts
K013B, K014, K015, K018, K021-K024,
and K026-K03, all of which are in Kenner’s
Council District 1, will have an opportunity to vote in the Second Congressional
District seat ru n o ff. Following the
November primary which fielded 12 candidates, Democratic incumbent Wi l l i a m
Jefferson will face off against Karen Carter,
also a Democrat. For more information on
the election, visit the Louisiana Secretary
of State’s website at www.sec.state.la.us. H
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find that many of their most favo r i t e
recipes are included.
The price of this hard cover, spiral
bound cookbook is only $9.95, and may be
purchased at the Friends’ store in the East
Bank Regional Library located at 4747 W.
Napoleon Avenue in Metairie. Store hours
are Monday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday

from 1:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., and Tuesday
through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. The book is also available by mail.
Send a check payable to “Friends of the
Jefferson Public Library” for $16 to Post
Office Box 9391, Metairie, LA 70055. This
amount covers sales tax and postage and
handling.

Anyone with questions may call the
Friends’ office at 455-2665. Callers are
requested to leave a phone number and
questions on the answer machine and
someone will get back to them.
All proceeds from the sale of these
cookbooks go to benefit the Jefferson
Parish Libraries rebuilding effort. H
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