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The UPS Store In
Kenner Provides
Complete Packaging,
Shipping And
Receiving Services

Kenner City Council Approves $59 Million Operating Budget
By ALLAN KATZ

By ALLAN KATZ
In a world where everyone wants fast,
efficient and customized service, The UPS
Store in Kenner excels at making it easy for
all of its customers to satisfy their business
support needs. Whether you need a letter
“overnighted,” an heirloom packed and
shipped or a copy job in a rush, The UPS
Store is there to assist you.
“Our commitment is to make sure that
each customer’s visit to our store is consistently positive,” says Raul Martin, the
owner of The UPS Store for the last three
years. “We believe each customer to be an
individual with different wants and needs
and so we treat each one accordingly. If you
are a Chief-of Everything whose time is at
a premium, we will open a House Account
for you that will enable you to come in, do
whatever you need and leave with as much
or as little interaction with us as you desire.
We bill you at the end of the month and that
is all there is to it. If you are not sure of the
continued on page 16

With Hurricane
Season Starting,
Broussard Asks
Jefferson Residents
To Start Thinking
About Emergency
Evacuation Plans
By ALLAN KATZ
Jefferson Parish President Aaron
Broussard says that with the 2005 hurricane season starting, he is asking all
Jefferson residents to start thinking
about emergency evacuation routes –
just in case our region finds a massive
hurricane headed this way.
“Last year, we had a close call with
Hurricane Ivan just missing Orleans,
Jefferson and the rest of the metro
region,” said Broussard, a former
Kenner mayor. “While our evacuation
plan last year was admittedly flawed,
what we really needed to focus on was
the conclusion of hurricane experts that,
had Hurricane Ivan landed directly on
us, we would have had 15 to 17 feet of
continued on page 28
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Mayor
Phil Capitano

The Kenner City
Council unanimously
approved the $59 million 2005-06 operating budget proposed
by Mayor Phil
Capitano, with a single amendment that
will give the Kenner

Police Department $450,000 more than had been
requested by the administration.
Ordinarily, few citizens attend Kenner budget
hearings. This year’s budget hearing, however,
brought out a standing-room only crowd whose
vociferous loyalties were divided between Mayor
Capitano and Police Chief Nick Congemi, the two
finalists in Kenner’s last mayor’s race.
“I requested a meeting with Chief Congemi
prior to the council meeting and we agreed on my
suggestion of a compromise I felt was in the best

Kenner Star Presents Third
Annual George Drake Award

Roosevelt Middle School Principal Bob
Simmons and eighth grader Rachel
Jackson

George Drake worked in the Jefferson
Parish Public School System for almost 23
years, teaching at Higgins, East Jefferson,
and Bonnabel High Schools before moving
to Roosevelt Middle School in 1997, where
he served until his untimely passing at the
age of 52. In his capacity as an educator,
George had a love of teaching, a dedication
that was unmatched, a caring about his students that was genuine, an unselfish attitude
in helping his fellow faculty and a sincere
willingness to do whatever it took to get the
job done. As the head writer and editor of
the Kenner Star newspaper for over eight
continued on page 30

The Vineyard Christian Fellowship
Church Seeks To Lift Up Community
By TROY BROUSSARD
The following story is the first in a
series on places of worship in the city
of Kenner.
I remember driving down Williams
Boulevard on a typical weekend morning several years ago and seeing something that I thought surely had to be a

mirage. Near the red light on the side of
the road, a handful of people were passing out cans of soft drinks to motorists,
for free. As I rolled down my window
to accept this act of generosity, I asked
the man why he and his group were
doing this, and he responded with a
continued on page 30

Artist rendering of Vineyard Christian Fellowship Church now under construction in Kenner.

interests of the city and the police department,” said
Capitano. “I proposed that the police department
receive additional funds equal to the amount of
unspent funds in the department’s 2004-2005 budget which was estimated at $775,000 plus an additional $125,000 from the city’s fund balance.”
Chief Congemi, for his part, gave credit to the
Kenner City Council for its role in bringing himself
and Mayor Capitano together before the budget
vote.
“The process of putting together a budget is a
collaborative effort,” Congemi said. “During the
budget hearings on May 10, it was discovered by
the council that the mayor and I had not met face to
face to discuss the budget. As a result, Councilman
Lavarine sent out a memo requesting that we get
together in order to try to come to an agreement.”
The council spent more than two hours debating the police department budget, deciding in the
end by a 4-3 vote to give the KPD $450,000 more
than the administration originally proposed, with
the possibility of another $450,000 going to the
KPD in January, 2006 to be determined by an audit
of the 2004/2005 fiscal year which will be completed in December 2005.
Voting for the $450,000 allocation were
Councilpersons Kent Denapolis, Marc Johnson,
Michele Branigan and Jeannie Black. Voting
against were Councilpersons Dominic Weilbaecher,
John Lavarine III and Michael McMyne. McMyne
is an interim councilperson, filling the seat previcontinued on page 15

Armstrong
International May
Be Leaving Kenner
In 10 to 15 Years
By ALLAN KATZ
In an unexpected move, New Orleans
Mayor Ray Nagin and officials at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport say they will begin studies of
possible new airport sites at the Bonnet
Carre Spillway and in eastern New
Orleans.
That move brought a jarring halt to
FAA studies on the feasibility of a longcontroversial North-South parallel runway that has been opposed by both the
city of Kenner and St. Charles Parish,
both of which would have needed to give
their approval before the $4 billion project could have been started.
The FAA had been planning to
release the parallel runway feasibility
study in June. Most airport and political
sources had expected the feasibility
study to say the North-South parallel
runway could be built without destroying
the wetlands it would be routed through.
continued on page 29
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Community
Jazz Seafood and Steakhouse
Offers Summer Lunch Specials
With summer almost here, Jazz
Seafood and Steakhouse is offering a range
of lunches at special prices for budgetminded diners.
E.J. Daussat, manager of the restaurant
located at Williams and Veterans
Boulevard said, “We know that everyone is
watching their pocketbooks this summer
and we wanted to offer our customers
some special summer bargains that are
delicious, filling and priced to fit every
wallet.”
Leading the list of specials are $5.95

lunches that offer such traditional dishes as
meatballs and spaghetti or meatloaf with
side dishes of vegetables and potatoes.
Other summer specials include fullsized salads for $9.95, including buffalo
chicken, beef tenderloin and pecan-crusted
chicken club.
Daussat says that among the most popular summer specials are six-ounce petite
filets with soup, salad, vegetables and
potatoes for $14.95.Jazz Seafood seats
more than 180 diners. The telephone number is 468-3237. ★

Local Bands To Perform Free
Every Friday This Summer
The city of Kenner will host the firstever Music in the Park Summer Concert
Series every Friday beginning June 3
through August in Rivertown’s Heritage
Park on Williams Boulevard near Third
Street. All concerts are from 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. Admission is free and open to
the public.
“We want everyone to come on out
after work, have a burger and an ice-cold
drink and enjoy the music of aspiring
bands from around the area,” says Mayor
Phil Capitano.
The concert line-up for the month of

June includes:
June 3 Class Act
June 10 Jen’s Ex
June 17 Old School
June 24 Kali’s Kiss
Food and drinks will be available for
purchase to benefit local non-profit
organizations. Concert goers may bring
lawn chairs and blankets, but ice chests
or outside food and drinks are prohibited.
The lineup for July and August will be
announced soon. For more information
call Kenner Community Services coordinator Donna Hahn at 468-7293. ★

Celebrate Summer With Free
Admission To Rivertown Museums
The city of Kenner and Rivertown are
celebrating the beginning of summer with
“Kid’s Day” on Saturday, June 4 by offering
free admission to any child with the purchase
of an adult admission to Rivertown museums, the Planetarium, or the Laser Show.
Additional entertainment includes Radio
Disney at the Planetarium and MegaDome
Cinema from noon until 1:30 p.m. combined
with the Disney prize wheel, games and
music. John and Eula Lovell from United
Houma Nation tribe will team up to create
arts and crafts at the Cannes Brulee Native
American Village. “Noise Guy” Charlie
Williams will perform Castles, Kings and
Cockroaches at the Children’s Castle at 11:30
a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
The museums are open from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and include the Toy Train

Museum, Space Station Kenner, Science
Center, Wildlife and Fisheries Museum,
Cannes Brulee Native American Village and
the Treasure Chest Mardi Gras Museum. The
Saints Hall of Fame museum will not be
available that day.
The Planetarium and MegaDome
Cinema feature the Hubble Vision Sky Show
at 10:00 a.m., noon and 2:00 p.m.,
Lasermagic at 3:00 p.m., and the explosive
Forces of Nature giant screen film at 11:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. The newest Saturday
night offering, Laser Zeppelin, featuring a
spectacular laser “concert” of Led Zeppelin
hits, begins at 9:00 p.m.
The one-child-free-per-adult admission
offer does not include Children’s Castle or
Forces of Nature in the MegaDome Cinema.
For more information, call 468-7231. ★
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Don’t just
dream of
owning
your own
island.
Independently owned and operated franchise.

Touching up a room or giving it a whole new look, we have everything you need to
remodel your home. Design, functionality, and a higher
level of professionalism. Plus the convenience of finding it
all in one place. It’s our job, but we never forget it’s your
home. Get a better look at www.dreammaker-remodel.com
000 Anywhere Drive, Ste. 000 ~ Any City, State 00000 ~ (000) 000-0000

Making Your Remodeling Dreams Come True. ®

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ANA de AGUIAR, M.D.
PEDIATRICS
ACCEPT MOST HMOs & PPOs
OCHSNER
KIDMED PROVIDER

443-KIDS
443-5437

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

Attention Business Owners

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads
• Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker
• Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
at the Holiday Inn Select on Williams Boulevard in Kenner.

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law

Next meeting is 7:00 a.m. on June 9
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
For more information contact Randy Lovitt at 836-7136.

909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092
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From the Editor
Goodbye, Parallel Runway

By ALLAN KATZ
The closer we came to the day when
the FAA was supposed to release their
feasibility study on the controversial
North-South parallel runway, the more
apparent were the political realities that
neither the city of Kenner or St. Charles
Parish were ever going to give their
approval for the project.
My guess is that the FAA was reluctantly going to say that it is technically
feasible to build a runway through the St.
Charles Parish wetlands that would double the passenger capacity of Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport. But the FAA also had to know
that while it might be technically feasible
to build the North-South parallel runway,
it was politically impossible at any time
in the foreseeable future that Kenner and
St. Charles Parish would give their bless★

★
★

★

★
★

★

★

ings to the project.
So, it is reasonable to assume the
FAA breathed a sigh of relief when New
Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin and Airport
Director Roy Williams announced a new
study to consider airport sites at the
Bonnet Carre Spillway and in eastern
New Orleans. That allowed the FAA to
shelve the study on the North-South runway and hope that the search for a new
airport site brings on fewer political
storms.
What needs to be said in all of this is
that South Louisiana does need an airport
with the capacity to handle 20 million or
more passengers a year as well as the
tourist attractions and business climate to
actually bring 20 million passengers a
year here. At the moment, the projected
economic growth in the Metro region for
2005 is ZERO! That is terrible, and a
very good reason so many of our most
gifted young people leave to earn their
livings elsewhere, coming home only to
visit for the Christmas holidays, Mardi
Gras and Jazzfest.
Chicago, Dallas-Fort Worth and
Atlanta owe their prodigious economies
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driving piles for a new airport anytime in
the next three or four years. It is entirely
possible that a decade or 12 years from
now, Armstrong International will be
exactly where it is today, handling 12 or
13 million passengers a year with the
Aviation Board increasingly becoming
desperate as the old airport’s capacity is
filled up.
My concern is that, as a region, we
are building ourselves into an economic
Catch-22 – the old airport can’t be
expanded and a new one can’t be built.
In the short-term, the opponents of
the hated North-South parallel runway
are right to cheer. The parallel runway is
dead, at least for the next 10 or 12 years.
But, no one should imagine that
Armstrong International will be closing
next year or anytime in the next decade.
Increasingly, the airport’s resources will
be pointed toward the hope of a new airport and the push to expand the existing
facilities will become less. But, the longterm relationship between Armstrong
International and the city of Kenner will
surely continue to be problematical. ★
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to the economic boost they get from their
airports. Airports today are as important
to an economy as railroad tracks were in
the 19th Century. South Louisiana badly
needs a great international airport and
the tourist and business attractions to fill
it up. The problem is, as Mayor Phil
Capitano has been saying for about 10
years, the center of Kenner was not a
good place to put the airport back in
1947. But, who knew? It wasn’t apparent
then. Perhaps former New Orleans
Mayor Sidney Barthelemy was right in
the late 1980s when he called for construction of a new airport within New
Orleans’ city limits? And, perhaps former
New Orleans Mayor Marc Morial, who
succeeded Barthelemy, was wrong to say
that the airport in Kenner was “the airport of the future.” Perhaps Armstrong
International, in its present location, is
the airport of the past?
But, if that is so, it’s still going to be
around for a long time in its present configuration. It is far from clear that a
future airport is going to be built in the
Bonnet Carre Spillway or in eastern New
Orleans. Certainly, no one is going to be

By JEFF CROUERE
So, guess what? Louisiana is not in the
dire financial straits that our politicians
always claim. True, our economy is sputtering and our population is stagnant, but
the businesses and people that remain here
have been so generous with their tax dollars that the state just found an extra $361
million. Imagine that, what a lot of money
to discover! The state’s Revenue
Estimating Conference located the revenue
after examining economic data for this fiscal year and the one that starts on July 1. It
seems that surging oil and gas prices are
boosting corporate tax collections. In addition, the Stelly tax plan has increased tax
collections from the state’s middle and
upper income residents, leading to this
bonanza of bucks.
Since we are awash in money, why does
the governor want to increase taxes on 25
percent of the state’s citizens, the unfortunate and often targeted smokers? Of course
Blanco is ignoring her campaign platform
of no new taxes, as she now pushes her
massive “sin” tax increase of $182 million
to give public school teachers a raise. First,
she wanted to raise taxes on all sinners
(smokers, drinkers and gamblers), but now

her focus is just on the smokers. Granted,
smoking is not a pretty habit and leads to
negative health consequences, but it is still
a legal behavior and those that smoke
should not bear the complete burden of the
teacher pay raise. Why penalize only a
quarter of the population for a public
school enhancement that will supposedly
benefit the entire state?
Many smokers will probably react to a
tax increase by buying their cigarettes in
Mississippi or by quitting the habit, a good
health move, but a bad fiscal move for
Louisiana. We should not base our budget
on the bad health choices of Louisiana residents and should not put our budget in
danger if people start making the right
health decisions. We should want more
people to quit smoking, not base teacher
salaries on their bad decisions.
For Louisiana, any tax increase is poor
public policy. Our state should not be raising taxes at a time we are trying to grow
our stalled economy. But, in the midst of
all of this tax talk, the Revenue Estimating
Conference’s report should change our fiscal focus. With a budget of over $18 billion
and now an additional $361 million, our
state certainly does not need more revenue.
We should be tightening our belt, returning
excess revenue to struggling taxpayers and
paying teachers from our existing budget.
If teachers deserve a pay raise, then we
should use the newly discovered money or
find it in other areas of our huge budget.
Certainly, there is waste, fraud and abuse in
state government which can be eliminated.

Departments can be streamlined, merged
and other measures can be taken to derive
the revenue for the teachers. However, it
only takes political willpower, a commodity in scarce supply in Baton Rouge.
This legislative session has been dominated by tax talk, the governor’s “sin” tax
plan and her idea to raise hospital taxes.
Yet, it is absurd to advocate higher taxes
while the state’s revenues are increasing so
dramatically. With oil prices over $50 per
barrel and the state budget based on $28
per barrel oil, the state has been flooded
with extra revenue. Each year, the state can
budget only $850 million of oil and gas
revenue, with the rest going directly into
the “Rainy Day” fund. Millions of dollars
have been pumped into the “Rainy Day”
fund as the oil prices have surged, so the
true bonanza for Louisiana is even greater
than the extra $361 million discovered by
the Revenue Estimating Conference.
Therefore, with a healthy budget of $18
billion, an extra $361 million just discovered and a bursting “Rainy Day” fund,
Louisiana does not have a revenue problem, we have a spending problem. We need
to look at tax cuts, not tax increases. We
have more than enough money for our
needs, including a teacher pay raise.
According to State Representative Steve
Scalise (R-Metairie), the conference’s
report shows “that we can raise teacher pay
without raising taxes.” Unfortunately,
Governor Blanco is determined to increase
cigarette taxes, believing it is a necessary
continued on page 9
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Sorry, but we are working on this article and will get it to you
O n
Tuesday,
May 3,
2 0 0 5 ,
twelve
students
in Class
14 of the Kenner Police Department’s
Citizen’s Police Academy graduated at
the Kenner Police Complex. Those recognized for completing the program are
Karen Crimen, Randy Fath, Jolene

Joaquin, Eddie LeBlanc, Cheryl
McCollough, P. Thomas McCollough,
Gregory McKeough, Marian Ruffino,
Irma I. Schmidt, Irma P. Schmidt, Kristy
Wisecarver, and Daniel Zimmerman.
For twelve ongoing weeks, one night
per week, students attend free classes
taught by trained police officers certified
in their fields. The academy provides
detailed coverage about how the police
department works in the following areas:
responsibilities of the Command Staff,

rescue equipment and weapons, crime
scene processing, criminal investigations, drug enforcement, Patrol Division,
Crime Prevention and D.A.R.E. programs, K-9 Unit, physical fitness, use of
police force and self-defense, S.W.A.T.,
criminal laws and court procedures, traffic enforcement and D.W.I. issues.
For twelve ongoing weeks, one night
per week, students attend free classes
taught by trained police officers certified
in their fields. The academy provides

headquarters and jail and ride on a patrol
with a police officer.
“Through the Citizen’s Academy, the
Kenner Police Department encourages
alumni to lead the community in improving safety and promoting confidence in
and support for the department in reducing crime,” said Kenner Police Chief
Nick Congemi.
For more information, contact
Community Relations Officer Ken
Marroccoli at 712-2294. ★

KPD Citizen’s Police Academy Class 14 graduation class

995

STEAK $
NIGHT

Wednesday and Saturday

10oz. FILET & POTATOES
Sun. - Thurs.
11am - 3am

On May 3, 2005, twelve students graduated as the fourteenth class from the Kenner Police
Department’s Citizen’s Police Academy. Top row: KPD Officer Ken Marroccoli, Rev. Lionel Mason,
Captain Ron Coupel, Captain James Gallagher, Captain Steve Caraway. Middle Row: Irma P.
Schmidt, Randy Fath, Daniel Zimmerman. Bottom row: Irma I. Schmidt, Jolene Joaquin, Eddie
LaBlanc, Marian Ruffino, Kristy Wisecarver, Cheryl McCullough, Thomas McCullough, Gregory
McKeough, Mike Sigur, Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi.

School news to debut on
Kenner television channel
Beginning in June, Kenner’s television channel, KTV-76, will debut its
newest show, Schoolhouse Buzz. The
show will feature segments highlighting
activities and special events at Kenner
schools, and will eventually be anchored
completely by students.
“Our goal in creating this show is to
give students the opportunity to see and
be a part of an actual taping of a news
program. It also gives the schools an
opportunity to show their accomplishments and creativity,” says KTV-76
Director Richard Pecot.
While not every school has had the
opportunity yet to tape a show, several

had made the foray into the world of television production, including John
Adams Middle School, Washington
Elementary, Greenlawn Elementary,
Audubon Elementary and Maggiore
Elementary, whose shows will be aired
throughout the summer. The remaining
Kenner schools will tape beginning in
September to air in the fall. Segments
already “in the can” include the John
Adams Bunny Bowl, the Audubon Social
Studies Fair and the Maggiore Drill Team
and Black History Day.
Visit www.kenner.la.us for the complete KTV-76 schedule. ★

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

Got 5 minutes?
Look 10 years younger
Are you active, energetic and young at heart but
the gray in your hair makes you look older than you
feel? Our new 5 minute MENZ Natural Haircolor
service is quick, convenient, discreet, and will take
years off your appearance. Make an appointment
to look 10 years younger with a MENZ Natural
Haircolor service today.
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Hair Cut, Color
Finishing Rinse
$25

Intro Offer

for Our Male Clients

Hair Styles Unlimited
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Avenue • Open Mon. - Sat.

CHINESE
AND CANTONESE
RESTAURANT
“The Best Chinese Food In Town Since 1977”
Specializing in Mandarin Chicken and Duck • Best Egg Roll in Town

28th Anniversary Special
LUNCH SPECIALS 7 DAYS A WEEK

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

Fri. and Sat.
11am - 4am
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467-9928
2101 Williams Blvd. • Kenner • Corner of 21st St.
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Teaching Our Young Citizens Fire Survival
By MICHAEL S. ZITO
Kenner Fire Chief
Since my last column, many things
have happened involving the Kenner Fire
Department. As I write this, we are in the
middle of our budget process with the city
administration as well as the city council. I
will have to report at a later date as to the
results of the final budget and how it affects
your fire department and services.
Knowing the major needs of our department and that funds are not within our
budget to address all of these needs, Mayor
Capitano has worked hand and hand with
the fire department to take on the issues of
salaries, equipment and manpower. We are
at this time asking the city council for assistance in funding major equipment and
manpower needs that have not been funded
in past budgets.
Through great assistance from our local
Home Depot, the Kenner Fire Department
was able to add a new “smoke house” to
use in public education. A smoke house

is a small-scaled building on a trailer that
can be towed to schools and other events
and set up as a prop to teach fire safety.
Children go into the smoke house to waiting firefighters that bring them into smallscale rooms such as a den, kitchen and a
bedroom. Once in these rooms, firefighters
explain some basic fire safety topics such
as the importance of smoke detectors and
what to do when their alarms sound.
The firefighters also teach the
E.D.I.T.H. drill (exit drill in the home).
Children are taught that there are always
two ways out. If the doorway is blocked,
they are advised to use a window. We also
teach them to crawl low to the floor in the
cooler, cleaner air under the smoke.
The method that we use to drive the
teachings home is to introduce stage smoke
into a room in the smoke house. The smoke
detector alarm is sounded and the children
actually crawl out of the room and down the
stairs to the front door and outside to safety.
We show the importance of having a
secondary way of escape. We warm the
door using a heating pad to teach them to
feel for fire on the other side. They then
have to use their second exit, “the window.”
The Kenner Fire Department smoke
house has been displayed at two pub-

New Lun
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Menu!

New
salad selection
s and
o
entre f
es

BUSINESSMAN’S SPECIALS
Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
Salad
House Salad or Caesar Salad
6 oz. Petit Filet
Served with house potatoes and vegetable of the day
$14.95
•
Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
Salad
House Salad or Caesar Salad
Blackened Redfish & Crab
Served with house potatoes and vegetable of the day
$13.95
•
Jazz Special
Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
? Shrimp, Oyster or Catfish Po-Boy
$7.95
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065
468-3237

lic events so far and has been a big success.
We are hopeful that the lessons learned by
our young citizens will be remembered
throughout their lives and passed on to their
families. Our goal is to lower the injuries
and fatalities that occur within our city by
educating our citizens in public fire education and safety with this training tool. My
thanks to Mayor Capitano, Home Depot
and Pearson Trailers for this important

addition to the fire department.
If you would like the smoke house to
visit your school or have your group visit
the fire station and smoke house, you can
contact our office to schedule an appointment by calling 468-4000.
As always, on behalf of our firefighters
and myself, we appreciate all of the support, cards and letters that we receive form
you. We are proud to serve you. ★

Community
Special Education Students Need Donations
To Build Garden For Community
Grace
King
High
School’s
Horticultural Club, comprised of special
education students, has embarked on an
ambitious project to beautify the school
grounds and to provide an educational
project that will benefit citizens of the
community.
The club’s plan is to build a walkthrough garden with porch swings, an
outdoor classroom and a nine-hole
miniature golf course, all wheelchair
accessible. While participating in this
project, students are expected to learn
valuable career skills, communication
skills and an appreciation for the environment. The walk-through garden phase
of the project was completed in April.
The Horticultural Club is a non-profit organization devoted to educating special education students through job training and good citizenship. The project is
expected to benefit Jefferson Parish by
allowing students from other schools to
use the facility. Grace King has commitments to use the facility, once completed,

from the Metropolitan Councils on
Aging, all of the Jefferson Parish feeder
schools and the Jefferson Parish Sheriff
Junior Deputies. Adaptive Physical
Education teachers in Jefferson Parish
have also expressed interest in using the
wheelchair accessible mini-golf course in
their curriculum.
Jefferson Parish Sheriff Harry Lee
has donated $25,000 to the project and
has raised $10,000 from his business
associates.
Grace King is trying to raise $60,000
needed to complete the courtyard project.
Donations of money and materials are
being sought. Anyone donating $1000
will be able to name a putting green on
the golf course. To send a donation, make
your check payable to Grace King
Horticultural Club and mail to Grace
King High School, 4301 Grace King
Place, Metairie, Louisiana, 70002. Please
call the club sponsor, Erich Sollenberger,
at 421-4043 for more information. ★

KPD Sponsors “Redwood Community Day”

On May 21, 2005, the Kenner Police Department sponsored "Redwood Community Day," an event
held to foster a closer relationship with the Hispanic community in cooperation with Derbes
Management, Inc. Residents toured the KPD's Mobile Command Center and met K-9 Officer Hunter.
"Many Kenner residents are originally from South America and have a fear of the police," said
Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi. "We want them to know that they can depend on the Kenner
Police Department. We want them to know we care." Pictured are KPD Captain Steve Caraway,
Congemi and residents of Redwood Apartments, located at 2307 West Esplanade Avenue.
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Home

Indoor Air Quality
By DAN DORMADY
Indoor air quality - IAQ - how significant is
it and should you be concerned? Perhaps more
importantly, what can you do about it?
Unfortunately, the air in our homes is some
of the dirtiest we breathe, even dirtier than that
found along many of our highways. There are
many reasons - pets, fabrics that retain dust and
debris, plants (a source of pollen) and casual
house cleaning, among others. So you probably
should be concerned, especially if you or someone in your family has asthma, allergies or other
respiratory sensitivities.
Air pollutants can be particulate matter
(dust), odors, gases, smoke, viruses or housedust mites, among others. Chemical or biological
contaminants can also be a concern. Some
sources are airborne; some are not. Control is difficult, and in some cases, it is impossible or
impractical.
Air filtration is one way to improve indoor
air quality. Various types of freestanding air filters are enjoying great popularity as many people
have decided that they are the answer to improving the air quality in their homes (and cars). But
are they the answer? And are they worth the
investment?
Let’s review the basics of air filtration.
First, there are basically two types: central or
local filtration. A central system that filters virtually all of the air in your home is generally
more effective than a local or freestanding unit.
The ability to affect most or all of the air in your
home is much higher. Central filtration systems
are more effective but also more expensive to
install. Such systems are also limited to homes
with central heat and/or air-conditioning, since a
duct system to circulate the air is needed. Most
warm air heating systems do include some central filtration. The filters need to be replaced frequently, and the ductwork should be cleaned regularly for optimum performance. A freestanding
unit can affect only a small, local volume of air,
which will then mix with the other air in your
home.
Second, there are two primary methods of
filtration. You can clean the air either mechanically, by filters that trap particles, or electronically, by systems that attract particles on electrically charged plates.
Mechanical filtration results vary according
to the quality and condition of the filter. The
most effective are HEPA (high efficiency particulate arrestant) filters. They are also the most
expensive. All filters need to be replaced on a
regular basis to maintain optimum air cleaning
effectiveness.
The effectiveness of electronic filtration
depends on the quality of the unit, as well as the
volume of air it can process, and proper maintenance. Some electronic units produce ozone,
which is considered by many experts to be an air
pollutant that can cause respiratory problems.
Even the best air cleaning devices cannot
ensure good air quality. They will not affect pol-

lutants such as gases or viruses. They will have
only limited effect on airborne particulate matter,
depending on the quality of the filter and how
well it is maintained. They will not affect dust
mites or similar material that is not airborne.
So, should you buy or install an air filtration
system? If someone in your family suffers from
asthma or allergies, the answer may be yes. But
realize that you will not be producing pure, contaminant-free air, only improving it. If no one is
suffering from asthma or allergies or if you just
want to take a more practical approach to
improving the air quality in your home, the following list includes some things you can do that
don’t involve buying and maintaining new, often
expensive, appliances or equipment.
1. Don’t smoke in the house.
2. Maintain good ventilation. While maximum energy efficiency depends on a tight home,
some outside air is important to maintain good
air quality.
3. Be sure that cooking equipment is well
vented to the outside, and use those fans.
4. Be sure that bathrooms have exhaust fans
that vent to the outside, and use them.
5. Don’t burn candles, incense or anything in
the home. Combustion produces contaminants.
6. Don’t use a wood stove, fireplace or space
heater.
7. Be a good housekeeper - vacuum and dust
regularly and thoroughly.
8. Have your carpets professionally cleaned
at least every other year, annually in high-traffic
areas.
9. If you have warm air heat, have the equipment serviced regularly and change the filters
frequently.
10. Have the ductwork for your heating, airconditioning, and exhaust fans cleaned at least
once every three years, more frequently if you
have family members who are especially sensitive to airborne contaminants.
If you can’t say “I am doing that” or “I will
do that” to a majority of the items in the above
list, buying one of the popular “air cleaners” is
not going to do much for you. At best, you will
be dealing with the symptom more than the cause
and, even then, with only limited effectiveness.
Here are a few useful references:
1. Consumer Reports (10/03) – “Air
Cleaners: Behind the Hype.”
2. A detailed summary of air cleaning
devices
can
be
found
at
www.epa.gov/iaq/pubs/residair.html.
3. Association of Home Appliance
Manufacturers (AHAM) has a voluntary certification program for room air cleaners. For more
information, visit www.cadr.org/consumer/certified.html.
In summary, the air in our homes is dirty.
And, if that is important to you, there is a lot you
can do before spending money on a new device
that probably will not live up to the manufacturer’s claims. ★
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI
#10273), and the president of CriteriumDormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting
engineering firm specializing in residential and
commercial building inspection services.

Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady

Engineers’ web
dormady.com.

WELLS
FARGO

site

is

www.criterium-

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
•
•
•
•
•

Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
New Construction & Renovation Programs
Quick Loan Decisions
Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

1900 W. Esplanade, Suite 203, Kenner, LA 70065
Mickey King
Branch Manager
504-468-4163

Donna Nold
Home Mtg. Consultant
504-468-4161

Susan Vrbaskovich
Reverse Mortgage
504-468-4165

Thank you Kenner
for three years of
continuous support!!!
…and to show our appreciation,
we are rolling back our prices
on copying and shipping.
Take advantage of these prices
during the entire month of
June and save, save, save!!

The UPS Store!™

$2

OFF
UPS AIR
®

SERVICE
Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with
any other offers. Valid at this location only.
Restrictions apply. Offer expires 6/30/05.

The UPS Store!™

2¢

BLACK & WHITE COPIES
8.5x11, single sided, white 20# paper, self-service
Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with any other offers.
Valid at this location only. Restrictions apply.
Offer expires 6/30/05.

The UPS Store!™

59¢

DIGITAL BLACK & WHITE PRINTS
8.5x11, single sided, white 20# paper, self-service
Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with any other offers.
Valid at this location only. Restrictions apply.
Offer expires 6/30/05.

The UPS Store!™

Shipping Services • Packaging Services • Mailbox & Postal Services
Moving & Packaging Supplies • Copying Services • Finishing & Printing Services
4041 WILLIAMS BLVD., SUITE A-9 • KENNER, LA 70065
HOURS: M-F 8:30-6:00, S 8:30 - 2:00
TELEPHONE: 504-443-2115 • FAX: 504-443-1022
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Baby Bottle Tooth Decay
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S
Decay in infants and
children is called baby bottle
tooth decay. It can destroy
the teeth and most often
occurs in the upper front
teeth. But other teeth may
also be affected as well.
Decay occurs when
sweetened liquids are given
and are left clinging to an
infant’s teeth for long periods of time. Many sweet liquids cause problems, including milk, formula and fruit
juice. Bacteria in the mouth use these sugars as food. They
then produce acids that attack the teeth. Each time your
child drinks these liquids, acids attack for 20 minutes or
longer. After many attacks, the teeth can decay.
It’s not just what you put in your child’s bottle that
causes decay, but how often — and for how long of a time.
Giving your child a bottle of sweetened liquid many times
a day isn’t a good idea. Allowing your child to fall asleep
with a bottle during naps or at night can also harm the
child’s teeth.
Your child’s baby teeth are important. Children need
strong, healthy teeth to chew their food, speak and have a
good-looking smile. Baby teeth also keep a space in the jaw
for the adult teeth. If a baby tooth is lost too early, the teeth
beside it may drift into the empty space. When it’s time for
the adult teeth to come in, there may not be enough room.
This can make the teeth crooked or crowded.

Coffee House

FREE

WiFi

WIRELESS WiFi
INTERNET ACCESS

2105 West Esplanade Avenue • 443-3720
at Williams Boulevard (Behind Popeye’s)

K

ENNER KALENDAR

“Music in the Park” @ Rivertown’s Heritage Park
June 3, 10, 17, & 24, 2005 -All Concert’s begin at 5:00 p.m.
Free and Open to the Public - Music, Food and Beer
Sponsored by The City of Kenner
CONCERT SCHEDULE
June 3-CLASS ACT
June 10-JEN’S EX
June 17-OLD SCHOOL
June 24-KALI’S KISS

5
City of Kenner Adult Ceramics
Show 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. @
The Council on Aging, 641
Compromise St.
(For info. 468-7593)
Pontchartrain Center:
Hall C-Intergalactic Bead Show
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$4.00 (For info. 465-9985)

12

K.P.R.D. Day Camp
Session 1 begins
(For info. 468-7268)

June 2005

1
Zoning Adjustment Meeting
“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)

2

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @ 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)
Kenner City Council Meeting in the Council
Chamber of City Hall for 6:00 p.m.

“Music in the Park” @
Heritage Park 5:00 p.m.
Food, Beer & Wine will be sold
(For info. 468-7293)
Band Name-CLASS ACT

3

Delgado Community College:
English as a Second Language and
Interior Design (For info. 471-2770)
K.P.R.D. Couple Dancing, Line
Dancing & Line Dance Advanced
(For info. 468-7268)

Children’s Castle:”Noise Guy” Charlie Williams
Castles, Kings & Cockroaches
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

4

Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
United Houma Nation-John & Eula Lovell
Woodcarving and Moss Dolls
(For info. 468-7231)
Pontchartrain Center: Hall C
Intergalactic Bead Show-10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-$5.00
(For info. 465-9985)

CITY HALL ............................... 468-7200
Brake Tag ................................. 468-4075
Children’s Castle ...................... 468-7231
Civil Service ............................. 468-7219
Clerk of Court ........................... 468-7277
Code Enforcement ................... 468-6607
Community Development ........ 468-7588
Community Services ................ 468-7293
Complaints ............................... 468-4040
Council on Aging ...................... 468-7513

Delgado Community College: ACT Preparatory
Course and Floristry I (For info. 471-2770)

Council Office ........................... 468-7245
Cultural/Theatre ....................... 468-7221

6

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00 Noon
@ Four Points Sheraton
(For info. Charles Bryan
468-5413)
K.P.R.D. Weightroom for
Ages 13-15 & Adult
Ceramics(For info. 468-7268)

13

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport
12:00 Noon @ Four Points
Sheraton(For info. Charles
Bryan 468-5413)

7

8

20

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00 Noon
@ Four Points Sheraton
(For info. Charles Bryan
468-5413)
K.P.R.D. Artworks Session I
Begins (For info. 468-7268)

9

Kenner Rotary Meeting
“Bottom Line Luncheon”
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
City of Kenner Ceramics
@ Clearview Location
Ages 9-18 (For info. 468-7593) (For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
N.O. Plaza Hotel @ 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)
K.P.R.D. Tennis for Adults & Kids
(For info. 468-7268)

10

“Music in the Park” @
Heritage Park 5:00 p.m.
Food, Beer & Wine will be sold
(For info. 468-7293)
Band Name-JEN’S EX
Delgado Community College:
Computer Fundamentals &
Wine Appreciation I (For info.
471-2770)

11
Children’s Castle:Komenka Dancers
“A Whirl of Dance”
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)
Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
Choctaw/Houma Dion Lirett-Flute
Making and Playing(For info. 468-7231)

Food Bank ............................... 468-7220
Freeport Science Center .......... 468-7231
Finance .................................... 468-4052
Fine Art Gallery ........................ 468-7231
Handicap Services ................... 468-7204
Humane Department ............... 468-7503
Insurance Department ............. 468-7233
Leisure Services ...................... 468-7268

14

15

Louisiana Wildlife Museum ...... 468-7231

Kenner Rotary Meeting @
Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)

16

17

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel
“Bottom Line Luncheon”
@ 7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198) Kenner City Council Meeting in

the Council Chamber of City Hall
for 6:00 p.m.

“Music in the Park” @
Heritage Park-5:00 p.m.
Food, Beer & Wine will be sold
(For info. 468-7293)
Band Name-OLD SCHOOL

18

21

22

K.P.W.A. Meeting @ Radisson
N.O. Hotel in Kenner-Guest
Speaker Buddy Stall
(For info. & Reservations
962-3930)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)

K.P.R.D. Adult Watercolor
Workshop (For info. 468-7268)

Planning & Zoning Meeting in
The Council Chamber of City
Hall for 7:00 p.m.

23

Mayor’s Office .......................... 468-7240

Cannes Brulee Native Amer. Village:
United Houma Nation-Roy Parfait
Woodcarver
(For info. 468-7231)

Native American Village ........... 468-7231

Museum Welcome Center ....... 468-7231
Museum Administration ........... 468-7231

Personnel Department ............. 468-7207
Planning Department ............... 468-7280
Police Department ................... 712-2200

Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)

24

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @
7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

“Music in the Park” @
Heritage Park-5:00 p.m.
Food, Beer & Wine will be sold
(For info. 468-7293)
Band Name-Kali’s Kiss.

K.P.W.A. Business Card ExchangeHosted by Patti Feder-N.O. Zephyrs
Party Shack-5:30 p.m.-Game (For
info. 469-2005)

Mardi Gras Museum ................ 468-7231

Children’s Castle:Dancer Nanette Ledet
& Musician Julian Garcia
“Move into the Music”
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

K.P.R.D. Calligraphy for Teens
Ages 13-18 (For info. 468-7268)

FATHER’S DAY
JUNE
19TH

Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general dentist who has
practiced continuously in north Kenner for over 26 years. Dr.
Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida Avenue, Suite 101.

For more information call Leisure Service - 468-7268 or 468-7284
or visit City of Kenner Website: www.kenner.la.us
in the Council Chamber of
City Hall for 7:00 p.m.

K.P.R.D. Science Camp
“Electrifying Science” Also Adult
Calligraphy, Paint For Fun &
Low Carb Grilling & BBQing
(For inof. 468-7268)

19

Sometimes parents do not realize that a baby’s teeth
can decay soon after they appear in the mouth. By the time
decay is noticed, it may be too late to save the teeth. You
can help prevent this from happening to your child by following the tips below:
1. After each feeding, wipe the baby’s gums with a
clean gauze pad. Begin brushing your child’s teeth when
the first tooth erupts. Clean and massage gums in areas
that remain toothless, and begin flossing when all the baby
teeth have erupted, usually by age 2 or 2?.
2. Never allow your child to fall asleep with a bottle
containing milk, formula, fruit juice or sweetened liquids.
3. If your child needs a comforter between regular
feedings, at night, or during naps, give the child a clean
pacifier recommended by your dentist or physician. Never
give your child a pacifier dipped in any sweet liquid.
4. Avoid filling your child’s bottle with liquids such as
sugar water and soft drinks.
5. If your local water supply does not contain fluoride
(a substance that helps prevent tooth decay), ask your dentist how your child should get it.
6. Start dental visits by the child’s first birthday. Make
visits regularly. If you think your child has dental problems, take the child to the dentist as soon as possible.
Information for this article was obtained from
the American Dental Association’s web site at
http://www.ada.org/public/topics/decay_childhood_faq.asp. ★

Children’s Castle:Magician Glen Ghiradi
“Magic Moments”(For info.
468-7231 Ext. 220)

25

Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
Eastern Band of Cherokee Rose Behan-Storyteller
Dolls(For info. 468-7231)

Pontchartrain Center ................ 465-9985
Public Works Department ........ 468-7515
Purchasing Department ........... 468-7261
Recreation Department ............ 468-7211
Saints Hall of Fame Museum ... 468-7231

Pontchartrain Center: Halls A & B
Great Southern Gun & Knife Show9:00 a.m.-5:00p.m.$7.00-Adults $2.00 Kids 6-11
Kids Under 6 Free (For info. 465-9985)

Science Complex ..................... 468-7231

K.P.R.D. Kids Kooking Kamp & Adult Gardening
(For info. 468-7268)

Toy Train Museum ................... 468-7231

Space Station Kenner .............. 468-7231
Times Picayune ....................... 467-1726

Traffic & Engineering ............... 468-4007

26
Pontchartrain Center:
Halls A & B
Great Southern Gun & Knife
Show
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$7.00 Adults-$2.00 Kids 6-11
Kids Under 6 Free
(For info.465-9985)

27

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00 Noon
@ Four Points Sheraton
(For info. Charles Bryan
468-5413)
K.P.R.D. Fitness for Tweens &
Teens (For info. 468-7268)

28
K.P.R.D. Modeling and Talent
Workshop (For info. 468-7268)

29

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)
K.P.R.D. Musical Theatre for
Kids (For info. 468-7268)

30

Visitor’s Information Center ..... 468-7527
Wastewater Operations ........... 468-7292

Kenner Rotary Meeting at
Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)

For FIRE 467-2211

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @
7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

Police and Emergencies
Dial 911 or 712-2222
Red Cross 833-8565
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Playing Golf With And
Preventing Low Back Pain
By CRAIG GOODWIN
For the
millions of
people who
have chronic,
long-standing
low
back
pain, golf can
still be an
enjoyable
sport. A little
effort to prevent
back
injury and low back pain goes a long way.
When talking about prevention of low
back pain for the sport of golf, there are
four key areas: warm-up, swing, biomechanics, and carrying the golf bag.
Going directly to the first tee at 7:00
a.m., pulling out the driver, and then proceeding to try to tear the cover off the ball
is probably the surest way to sprain one’s
back muscles, resulting in low back pain.
A thorough warm-up before starting to
play golf is critical for the muscles to get
ready for the round. A couple of simple
stretches for the shoulders, torso, hip, and
hamstring areas are important to prevent
injury. Some stretches include: holding a
golf club behind the neck and shoulders
and then rotating the torso, pulling knees
to chest, and putting your leg on the seat of
your golf cart while bending forward for
the hamstrings.
Gently swinging a golf club helps
warm up the muscle groups and prepares
them for the torque and twisting that a golf
swing requires. Another key area for prevention of back pain is the swing. Practice
swinging before playing golf. Golfers
should emphasize finding a smooth, rhythmic swing during practice that will produce less stress and less low back pain.
Always trying to maintain good balance
during your golf swing will help decrease
stress off the low back area.
Bio-mechanics of the swing are also
important to reduce low back pain. The
force generated by a golf swing largely
stresses the L5-S1 disc space because of
the rotation that occurs at that level compared to the other levels of the low back.
Golfers need to concentrate on the flexibility in the hamstrings to allow more motion
in the pelvis and help reduce stress to the
L5-S1 disc space. An easy and fluid golf
swing is a must to avoid low back pain.
The last key in preventing low back
pain in golf is carrying the golf bag.
Repeated bending over to pick up a golf
bag can stress the lower back and lead to
muscle strain. Using a golf bag that opens
when the bag is set on the ground can
eliminate the need to bend over. If carrying your golf bag, it is advisable to use
dual straps to evenly divide the weight
across the back and reduce the chances of
developing low back pain from an uneven

load.
One must have a regular routine of
stretching and low-impact exercise to help
maintain the ability to play golf.
Stretching and maintaining flexibility is
important to individuals with low back
pain in order to prevent further injury or
muscle strain related to golf. Individuals
with chronic low back pain tend to lose
flexibility, which will lead to further low
back pain. Staying well-conditioned aerobically will also help lessen discomfort in
the low back area and allow you to enjoy
golf. Low-impact aerobic conditioning,
such as walking or stationary biking, are
both gentle on the back and are usually
well tolerated for golfers with low back
pain. This type of exercise should be done
for 30-40 minutes at least three times
weekly.
Most acute low back injuries that
occur during a game of golf will get better
over a couple of days to weeks. Muscle
strains are the most common injury from
golf and usually occur from forceful golf
swings or a sudden shift during a downswing. For relief of the pain and to promote healing from golf-related injuries
and low back pain, it is always advisable to
rest for a day or two from the activity that
promoted the pain, allowing the muscles to
heal more quickly. Do not try to continue
playing through an episode of low back
pain. Continuing to stretch and continuing
a low-impact aerobic exercise program will
help the healing process and allow you to
slowly return to playing golf again. Always
remember to apply the prevention tips to
help you stay healthy while playing. ★
Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and
Sports Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 4)

and wise move. In reality, at this time, any
tax increase is both unnecessary and
unwise for Louisiana. Hopefully, enough
legislators will realize the wisdom of that
analysis. ★
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based program, Ringside
Politics, airs at 8:30 p.m. on Friday and
10:30 p.m. on Sunday on WLAE-TV,
Channel 32. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

50

$

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

OFF

Purchase of
$500 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

Messina’s Restaurant
2717 Williams Blvd. • 469-7373

Famous Oyster Bar Since 1961

Early Bird Specials
4pm - 6pm

Homemade Spaghetti & Meatball
$8.95
Eggplant Parmigiana
$8.95

Chicken Cacciatore
$10.95

Chicken Parmigiana
$9.95

Shrimp Bordelaise
$11.95

Open on Sundays
Featuring our $15.95 four-course meal.

•

Call us for your catering needs
WEDDINGS • BANQUETS
MENUS AVAILABLE ON www.messinas-restaurant.com

10

KENNER STAR, June 2005

Government

Common Sense Reform
By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional
District
Washington, D.C. has several fine
qualities, but there are some things the
people there just don’t understand about
Louisiana...like crawfish, beignets, and
the common sense approach we expect
from our government.
People ask me what strikes me the
most about my first five months in
Congress and it’s actually a very simple
answer - the lack of common sense. I see
far too much waste and bureaucracy in
our federal government and far too many
things that just make you shake your
head. My wife is quick to point out that if
I want to see change in government, I
need to make it happen. And I’ve never
been one to back down from a challenge
from my wife.
When you’re the new guy in
Washington, D.C. and start talking about

common sense legislation, people tend to
roll their eyes and chalk it up to being
new. But, too many people up here get
caught up in the politics, missing the big
picture. Sometimes it helps to step back
and ask “what would a Louisianian do?”
The first bill I introduced in Congress
prevents the federal government from
taxing people who have received grants
to rebuild their homes following a major
natural disaster. You would think the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) would
understand that it made no sense to make
people pay money to the government on
money they are given by the government,
but unfortunately, it took an act of
Congress to save these disaster victims
from taxation. It makes no sense to cause
families to sell their homes to pay
increased taxes on the grants they receive
to restore their homes in the first place.
Common sense did prevail, I was able to
convince my colleagues of the need to
correct this problem at the last possible
moment and President Bush signed this
bill into law hours before the taxes were
due.
Everyone has heard stories of people
around the country suing restaurants for
making them overweight. No one needs

protection from fast food more than I do,
but there is a point at which we as adults
must claim responsibility for our actions
- especially if that action includes eating
a double cheeseburger. I recently cosponsored a bill that had to be introduced
to prevent courts from holding fast food
restaurants liable for causing a person’s
obesity. It doesn’t seem like we would
need our government to tell us this, but
unfortunately some people continue to
view lawsuits as nothing more than a lottery ticket or a get rich quick scheme.
I’m glad that Congress would seek this
common sense legislation to prevent
more frivolous lawsuits – I’m just sorry
we had to act at all. These frivolous lawsuits are a hidden tax on us all, and are
another step in taking away our personal
responsibility and control over our own
lives.
In times of disaster, we usually see
the best in people as we work together to
make a situation less difficult. The one
exception to compassion in times of trouble would be the federal government.
Last month, I had to introduce new legislation in response to a federal agency that
refused to provide disaster assistance to
an organization that lost everything

exclusively because they were a religious
group. Tornados, hurricanes, and earthquakes do not take religious beliefs into
account when they destroy buildings,
schools, and hospitals, and common
sense dictates the federal government
should show the same unbiased accountability when allocating money for relief.
I will continue to look for ways to
bring a common sense approach to running our government in Washington,
D.C. We can make smarter decisions and
can start to eliminate some of the bureaucracy and red tape that overwhelm our
government. ★
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
Congressional District covers Jefferson,
Orleans, St. Charles, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally
and in Washington, D.C. and can be
reached via his Southshore office at 3525
North Causeway Boulevard, Suite 1020,
Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to
Congressman Jindal directly at
www.house.gov/Jindal.

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Physical Medicine & Reconstructive Surgery

Charles P. Murphy, M.D.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Luis M. Espinoza M.D.

Amy H. Phelan, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgeon
Director, Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine

Orthopedic Surgeon
Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Orthopedic Surgeon
Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Fellowship Training Advanced Spinal Injections

Drs. Murphy,
Lyons
and Espinoza
are Orthopedic
Surgeons/Sports
Specialists.
They
serve as the
Orthopedic
Drs.
Murphy,
Lyons, Espinoza
and Phelan
are Sports
Medicine
specialists
pracConsultantsticing
for theatWashington
Nationals
AAA/New
Orleans
Zephyrs.
Dr.
Phelan
is
a
Physicial
Medicine
and
the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine, located at 671 W. Esplanade
care.
The
Orthopedic
Rehabilitation
Specialist
with
advanced
training
in
spinal
injections
and
non-surgical
spine
Avenue in Kenner. The Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multispecialty
Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculosketal care with
center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
focused expertise in shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care.
expertise in shoulder, knee and nonsurgical spine care.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner
4921671
Airline
Drive, Metairie
W. Esplanade
Avenue, Kenner

467-5900
889-2663
504-467-5900
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Police

Safeguarding Against Identity Theft
By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief
Identity theft is a rapidly growing
crime, with an estimated 500,000 people
victimized each year in the United States.
It occurs when someone wrongfully
obtains and uses someone else’s personal
information, usually for profit. These
criminals open up bank accounts, cellular
phone accounts, and make credit card purchases - all in someone else’s name. With
the ease in which we are able to use credit cards or purchase items online, one
would think that identity theft is a crime
orchestrated by serious computer hackers.
In some cases it is, but we have found that
many criminals do not have to go that
route. They can get information such as
your name, address, and Social Security
number much easier.
Believe it or not, there are those who
will rummage through your garbage can

to locate the information and forward it to
an organized identity theft ring. Groups
like these continue to pop up, but we can
combat them by taking precautions with
our personal information. It is wise to
destroy copies of old bank statements,
checks, car rental contracts, or other
records before you dispose of them. It is
even better to use a shredder, but if you
tear up your old documents, make sure
you tear the paper down the middle of
your name, account number, and other
personal information. Lock up and secure
the copies you intend to keep on file.
Mail theft is another way criminals
can obtain information about you.
Whenever you travel, have someone you
trust collect your mail or simply ask the
post office to hold it until you return.
Avoid mailing checks from your home
mailbox and use the post office instead. It
is easy for a criminal to steal mail from
your mailbox and change the name on the
check using an acid wash. Do not have
your Social Security number or telephone
number pre-printed on your checks. This
is one of the easiest ways for a criminal to
assume your identity.

KPD Uses Marine Safety Equipment
In Law Enforcement Mission
Kenner’s
proximity
to
Lake
Pontchartrain and its infrastructure of
canals has always prompted the KPD to
plan ahead on how to best carry out its mission when leaving land. A series of recent
donations, however, will certainly make
that job easier to accomplish.
The Department’s rescue boat, a 25-foot
Boston Whaler, was donated to the KPD
from U.S. Customs. During peak recreational times, the rescue boat patrols Lake
Pontchartrain helping disabled boaters.
More recently, through a Kawasaki law
enforcement program, two jet skis were
also donated to the KPD as well. The threeseater jet skis can go up to 60 miles per

hour and are often used for rescue of sailboats and other small water crafts.
“With summer’s recreational boating
season upon us, our fleet of marine vehicles
is prepared to respond to water emergencies,” said Kenner Police Chief Nick
Congemi. “Donations like these are greatly
appreciated and are put to use in keeping
the citizens of Kenner safe, which is our
number one goal.”
In addition, the KPD utilizes a 16-foot
flatboat in places the Boston Whaler is
unable to access. In one high profile chase,
for example, the flatboat was used to apprehend a criminal who jumped into Duncan
Canal and hid in a large culvert. ★

While in public, always secure your
wallet or purse and only carry the number
of blank checks that you will need.
Confidential items such as Social Security
cards, passports, and birth certificates
should be left at home whenever possible.
Thieves can also gain access to your
accounts by watching you at the ATM.
Sometimes it is better to let the person
behind you go first, rather than wonder if
someone is looking over your shoulder.
Always cover the keypad with your hand
as you type in your personal identification
number and remember to take your
receipt from the machine. This also
applies to gas stations, as many people
pay at the pump with a credit card.
When you make a credit card transaction, ask how the merchant copy of your
receipt will be disposed. If you are not satisfied with the store’s ability to protect
your personal information, take your business elsewhere. Be sure to scrutinize your
monthly credit card bill for fraudulent
charges. You may discover something that
does not belong there, such as electronics,
groceries, a wire transfer, or even a hotel
stay on a trip you did not take. Think
about closing accounts you have not used
in a while and make sure you continue to

receive a monthly statement for each
account. A criminal may try to change
your address and make charges to your
account before you notice.
If you believe you have been the victim of identity theft, close the account you
believe has been compromised and contact Equifax, Experian, or TransUnion.
These are the three major credit agencies
and they will place a fraud alert on your
credit file, which notifies credit card companies to contact you before any new
accounts are opened in your name. Call
the Kenner Police Department to file a
report and keep a copy of the report for
creditors that require proof of the crime.
Identity theft is a serious crime that
can turn a victim’s life upside down and
force them to deal with a mess created by
someone else. False accusations, legal
issues, and loan refusals are just a few of
the problems that can arise, along with
damage to the victim’s good name. When
you safeguard confidential information,
criminals will discover that identity theft
is not as easy as they would like it to be.
By reporting this type of crime to the
proper authorities, you can help make sure
these criminals receive the identity they
deserve - that of a prisoner behind bars. ★

It’s our Summer
White Sale!

$100 Professional
Tray Tooth Whitening
A healthy White Smile is a Beautiful Smile
Special offer includes: New Patient
Examination, Necessary x-rays, Consultation,
Whitening Trays and Products

Make it a Healthy White Summer
Call Today 456-0964

Family Dentistry
Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III
Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70006
Offer limited to the first 50 patients.
Expires August 31, 2005

Music in the Park SummerConcert Series
Friday evenings beginning June 3 through August
Rivertown’s Heritage Park on Williams Boulevard near Third Street
All concerts are from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Admission is free and open to the public.
The concert line-up for the month of June includes:
June 3
Class Act
June 10
Jen’s Ex
June 17
Old School
June 24
Kali’s Kiss
Food and drinks will be available for purchase to benefit local non-profit organizations.
Concert goers may bring lawn chairs and blankets
No ice chests or outside food and drinks

Get Up To $1,000 Cool Cash On The
World’s Smartest Air Conditioner!
Introducing the Carrier Infinity™ System – the world’s first self-monitoring, residential
air conditioning system. Designed and programmed to run a daily diagnostic check,
it actually adjusts itself to maintain maximum efficiency.

I know cooling.
I also know
savings.

You stay cooler, drier and save money with
Puron®, the environmentally sound refrigerant.
And, right now, you can get up to $1,000 Cool Cash Rebate when you call
a Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer and replace your old air conditioner with
a new, two-speed Infinity™ System. Smart air conditioner. Smart deal.
• 100% Satisfaction Guarantee
• 10-Year Rust Through Guarantee
• 25% Minimum Cooling & Heating Cost Savings • 30 Times More Moisture Removal

St. Pierre’s Services Incorporated
The only Factory Authorized Dealer in the Metro New Orelans area

(985) 764-6168

•

(504) 466-9399

Puron
a registered
of&Carrier
Corporation
& Infinity is a trademark of Carrier Corporation.
Puron isisa registered
trademark oftrademark
Carrier Corporation
Infinity is a trademark
of Carrier Corporation.
Offersends
end 11/15/04.
See Carrier
Authorized
Dealer forAuthorized
details as restrictions
apply. Homeowners/occupants
Offer
6/30/05.
SeeFactory
Carrier
Factory
Dealer
for details as only.
restrictions apply. Homeowners/occupants only.
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“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

Cocktails
Sandwiches

Beer
Appetizers

OPEN 24 HOURS

We’re proud to announce…
over 20,000 Laketown Burgers SOLD!
— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433

Wireless Internet

EAST BANK CYCLERY

1908 W. Esplanade Ave., Kenner • 464-8803

PUREOLOGY

For Color Treated Hair
exclusively sold at Georgy’s

SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

465-9590

Summer is nearing…
Let us plant your garden for long
summer days and evenings of fun!

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE

PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Health

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.
Carpal
tunnel syndrome is the
most common
nerve entrapment disorder
of the body,
occurring in
up to ten percent of the
general population. People
who suffer from this condition often
report intermittent numbness or tingling
in the portion of the hand which is innervated by the median nerve. The median
nerve supplies feeling to the thumb,
index finger, middle finger and half of
the ring finger. Two other major nerves
that provide feeling to the remaining portion of the hand are the radial and ulnar
nerves. Damage to any one of these three
major nerves of the hand will result in a
specific pattern of sensory and motor
loss. This is analogous to blowing a fuse
which controls the electricity to a specific portion of a home. Once nerve function is compromised, then a predictable
pattern of numbness and tingling, as if
the hand has “gone to sleep,” is experienced.
Carpal tunnel syndrome involves
compression of the median nerve as it
crosses the wrist. The median nerve is
approximately one centimeter wide and
resides at the wrist joint within a tunnel
composed of the eight wrist (carpal)
bones and a very strong fibrous band of
tissue called the transverse carpal fascia.
If the limited carpal tunnel space
becomes tight, as with inflammation or
repetitive flexion of the wrist, the median
nerve will be compressed and may malfunction. Night pain that awakens the
patient from sleep is common initially. As
the condition worsens, there may be muscle weakness and “wasting” which manifests as clumsiness or trouble grasping
objects such as a coffee cup.
Carpal tunnel syndrome can be clinically diagnosed based on history and
physical examination. Physical exam
findings such as decreased sensation or
reproducible tingling in the thumb, index
finder and middle finger with percussion
of the median nerve as it crosses the wrist
can help support the diagnosis. Certain
risk factors associated with this condition
include obesity, hypothyroidism, diabetes, pregnancy, advancing age, smoking and repetitive or extreme wrist flexion at work. The majority of cases however are idiopathic, meaning there are no
specific reasons for why it occurs. Once
the diagnosis of carpal tunnel syndrome
is suspected, electrodiagnostic studies
(called nerve conduction studies and
electromyography) can be ordered to
confirm the presence and the severity of
the condition.

Nonsurgical treatment of carpal tunnel syndrome includes activity modification, wrist splinting with a brace, and oral
anti-inflammatory medicine such as
ibuprofen. Steroid injections into the
carpal tunnel can also be considered. The
cortisone injections or oral anti-inflammatory medication is intended to reduce
the swelling within the carpal tunnel and
relieve the pressure on the median nerve.
These various non-operative treatments
have been shown to have a short-term
(less than one year) success rate of over
eighty percent.
Surgical treatment is indicated for
those patients who do not respond to the
nonsurgical treatment or who experience
severe weakness, muscle wasting or
advance electrodiagnostic evidence of
nerve damage. The surgery consists of a
small incision in the palm through which
the wrist fascia is split in order to release
the tension within the carpal tunnel. The
incidence of persistent symptoms after
carpal tunnel release ranges from one to
twenty-five percent. Incomplete release
of the carpal fascia is the most common
cause of recurrent symptoms.
If you suspect the presence of carpal
tunnel syndrome, you should contact
your physician for a complete evaluation.
If recognized early, treatment can be initiated to help relieve the symptoms and
prevent permanent nerve or muscle damage. ★
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a Board
Eligible Orthopedic Surgeon practicing at
the Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine, Physical Medicine and
Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Espinoza
serves as a consultant for the Washington
Nationals AAA affiliate New Orleans
Zephyrs baseball team. The Orthopedic
Center is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with
focused expertise in shoulder, knee, and
non-surgical spine care. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 467-5900 or log on to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

IS YOUR

TARGET
MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER
ST★R
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS
IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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Rising Gas Travel Tips
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
In
some
parts of the
country,
gas
prices
have
reached $2 per
gallon and are
expected
to
increase even
more during the
summer travel
season.
The
sharp increase
in gasoline prices – which have risen as
much as 30 to 40 cents in the past year in
some areas – has forced consumers to
investigate ways to improve gas mileage.
Along with fuel-efficiency tactics, regular vehicle maintenance helps to ensure a
safe and successful trip. Here are some
tips to improve fuel economy while having
a safe summer vacation.
Improving Fuel Economy
Tire Pressure and Rotation – Tires
need to be properly inflated and rotated,
and checked monthly. Properly inflated
tires can result in increased fuel economy
and safety.
Engine Oil and Filter – Have the
engine oil level checked on a regular basis.
Change oil and filter as directed in your
owner’s manual (industry recommendations suggest every three months or 3,000
miles). Use the specified oil grade and
weight; consider synthetic blend oils for
maximum engine protection. Semi-synthetic and full-synthetic motor oils help
improve and maintain fuel efficiency for
the life of the oil (applies to 5W30 and
10W30 grades).
Air filter – Have your air filter inspected at each oil change. An air filter that is
clogged with dirt, dust and bugs chokes
off the air and creates a “rich” mixture –
too much gas being burned for the amount
of air, which wastes gas and causes the
engine to lose power. Replacing a clogged
air filter can improve gas mileage by as
much as 10 percent, saving about 15 cents
a gallon. It should be replaced annually,
when it’s dirty, leaking, torn, water or oil
soaked, or showing other signs of wear.
Fuel System Services – Ask automotive specialists about available fuel system
treatments to protect and clean the vehicle’s fuel and air intake systems, which
restore engine efficiency and fuel economy. Specific services are based on mileage
recommendations.
Auto Safety
Brakes – Have the braking system
inspected at least once a year. A thorough
inspection should include brake lining
wear, break fluid level, rotor thickness,
condition of hoses and brake lines, and
brake and dash warning lights.
Wiper blades – Have the wiper blades
inspected and replaced if necessary. The

normal life expectancy of the rubber
squeegee is six to 12 months.
Vehicle Maintenance
The U.S. Department of Transportation
reports that the leading cause of mechanical breakdown on the nation’s highways is
overheating – an easily avoidable condition. Other avoidable problems include
low antifreeze/coolant, worn/loose drive
belts and defective cooling system hoses.
Transmission Fluid – Check fluid levels at every oil change. Automatic transmission fluid (ATF) lubricates and cools
your car’s automatic transmission. It’s
important to have the car’s transmission
fluid changed completely according to
your manufacturer’s recommended schedule, as heat and mileage cause the fluid’s
vital additives to become oxidized, depleted and inert.
Air Conditioning – Have the vehicle’s
air conditioning system inspected annually to avoid costly repairs down the road.
Request an evaluation of the system
before a trip.
Coolant – Check the coolant level at
the reservoir at each oil change. Coolant
should be changed at the manufacturer’s
recommended service interval, usually
once a year. Cooling system neglect can be
a common cause of engine failure.
Cabin Air Filter – About 30 million
U.S. cars have a cabin air filter – which
helps to prevent contaminants such as
pollen, dust, mold spores and smog from
entering the vehicle’s passenger compartment through the air conditioning, heating
and ventilation systems. If your car has
one, have it inspected by a professional to
determine if it’s time to have it replaced
before going on a long trip. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire
and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on
Saturday. Scotty’s web site is www.scottystireauto.com.

“Laser Zeppelin”
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A P R O F E S S I O N A L L AW C O R P O R AT I O N

Kenner’s Largest Law Firm Since 1975

Ellen Mullins, Jerome M. Volk, Jr., Roy M. D’Aquila, Robert A. Contreras,
Aaron F. Broussard

An aggressive transactional and litigation law firm
providing services to businesses and individuals in
the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Estate Planning, Wills and Successions
Commercial and Residential Real Estate Closings
Personal Injury and Products Liability
Formation of Corporations and LLCs
Domestic and Divorces
Real Estate Development, Land Use and Zoning
Commercial and Collection Litigation
AFFILIATED WITH

Spectacular Laser Concert
of Led Zeppelin hits

9:00 p.m.
Saturday Nights
HABLAMOS ESPANOL

The Planetarium and
Megadome Cinema
in Rivertown
468-7231

3329 FLORIDA AVENUE
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065
469-6699

14

KENNER STAR, June 2005

KENNER STAR, June 2005

15

Airport

Safety – Our Primary Goal
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport

addition, the safety record of the hundreds
of employees of Boh Brothers and their
subcontractors on this massive project
continues to be impressive.

One of the
major concerns that surrounding
neighbors of
an
airport
have is safety.
At
Louis
Armstrong
New Orleans
International
Airport, safety is an essential element of our business.
We have in place an intricate web of people, procedures, infrastructure and technology to enable us to safely operate 170
daily flights to 43 cities on 19 airlines.
To operate safely and efficiently, we
rely on clear communication and smooth
coordination among the air traffic controllers, pilots, and a variety of airport
vehicle operators. This shared responsibility is reinforced by a system of “checks
and balances” that includes the following:
• Operational procedures, such as pilot
readbacks of controller clearances
• Airport infrastructure such as signs,
pavement markings and surface surveillance systems
• Air traffic management, such as the
coordination between ground and local
control

We Train For The Worst
In accordance with federal regulations, all air carrier airports are required to
conduct a full scale aircraft emergency
training exercise every three years. The
exercise simulates a catastrophic aircraft
event on the airfield and is designed as a
scenario for all agencies that would
respond to the airport, if a real incident
were to take place. Our local mutual aid
agencies, including the area fire departments, ambulance companies and hospitals, participated in this very important
training exercise as recently as December
of last year. The exercise featured a live
fire, as well as “injured passengers” who
were triaged and transported to the local
hospitals. Because an aircraft emergency
will utilize multiple responders, it is
important that everyone be trained.

We Hire The Best
Since 9/11, airport security and a concern for the safety of passengers have
been heightened. To keep the flying public
safe, we have seen the introduction of federal screeners into our airport facilities, an
increase in air marshals on flights nationwide and the installation of various cockpit safety devices in passenger aircraft. To
provide a safe and secure environment in
the Armstrong International Airport terminal and on our airfield, we provide law
enforcement support with armed deputies
from St. Charles and Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s offices. Daily EMS and Fire
Department services at the airport are provided by the city of New Orleans, positioned at the airport to respond in a “three
minute window” to any emergency that
might take place on the airport property.
Additional attention to the detail for
safety on our airfield is provided by the
skilled, highly trained employees of the
New Orleans Aviation Board and the
Federal Aviation Administration. They
monitor for potential problems with the
infrastructure and flight operations
respectively and respond in a timely manner to problems as they develop. With our
East-West runway rehabilitation underway, their attention to airfield safety has
intensified. I am happy to report to this
date we have not encountered any airfield
safety issues due to the construction. In

Safety First
Commercial air traffic is indisputably
the safest mode of travel in the world. But
it is safe for a reason – an emphasis on
safety is at the core of operations.
Armstrong International Airport is
pleased to provide jobs, a wide range of
choice in air passenger service as well as
an array of airport amenities to make the
wait for departure as pleasant as possible,
but it is the safety of our neighbors, passengers and employees that remains our
primary goal. In the business of aviation,
safety is not an option. ★

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Air Conditioner Work • Shocks • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

Expires 6/30/05

Expires 6/30/05

Expires 6/30/05

Expires 6/30/05

Roy A. Williams can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

BUDGET

(continued from page 1)

ously held by Councilman-at-large and Council
President Lavarine.
“The council, to some degree, determines the
level of safety in our community by the amount of
funding they allocate to the Police Department,”
Chief Congemi said. “While I don’t think that the
budget is adequate to provide the same level of services that we have been capable of in the past, I will
certainly work within what has been provided to the
Kenner Police Department by the council.”
According to Mayor Capitano, although he
thought the original budget submitted for the police
department was adequate and that the city’s greater
need was to increase its contingency fund, he said
he made his offer in what he thought was in the best
interest of the city. The so-called “rainy day” fund
sets aside funds for unanticipated emergencies, such
as heavy flooding or damage inflicted by hurricanes.
After passage of the $59 million budget, Mayor
Capitano said, “I am pleased that the council
approved this budget and I feel it will meet the
needs of the city and its citizens in the coming year,
without an increase in taxes.” ★

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday
www.scottystireauto.com
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HOT Lunch Specials - $5.95 & up
Awesome Chuck Burgers • Overstuffed Po-Boys
Seafood • Italian Muffalettas
Salads
Airport
Overpass

Airport
Airline Dr.

REENIE’S
(Third Left Turn)

★

HAPPY HOUR 4pm - 6pm
DAILY SPECIALS FAXED

Poo
Tablesl

11am - till • Large Facility Available For Any Occasion
121 E. Airline Drive • Kenner
469-0969 • Fax: 469-0858

Food Service Under New Management
St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL
Wedding Receptions • Showers • Dances
Birthdays • Sweet 16s, etc.
Stage • Catering • Floral • Cakes • Music
Well Stocked Bar • Bridal Suite

50 OFF

$
on a Full Rental
We’ll Customize a Package to Suite Your Budget
Full Service Catering Available
3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736

3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444
Join us for dinner and
try one of our healthy salads
SALADS

OPEN

Father’s
Day

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25
Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75
Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50

Banking

The Art Of Budgeting
By GLENN DOTTOLO
Budget.
No, it is not a
dirty
word,
and you can
do it. A budget is nothing
more than a
forecast
of
p l a n n e d
spending. And
when
you
consider
it
that way, a spending plan is a good thing.
Who wants to end the month and wonder
where the money went? No one wants to,
but many of us do and then realize that
our finances are out of control. So, how
do you gain control? It can be simple. If
you will implement the following steps,
you can take charge of your financial life.
The first step is to set a clear start
date. The best time to start is usually the
first of the month, but you can begin any
time, preferably when you get your paycheck. Once you set a start date, get a
small notepad for everyone in the family
that spends any money, children included.
Schedule a family meeting and tell them
that together you are going to establish a
plan for how your money is spent. In each
notepad have everyone record everything
that they spend. Don’t leave anything out
regardless of how small a purchase,
including such things as coffee, newspapers, candy, etc. Include savings on the
list.
After you accumulate a month’s worth
of information, add it up. Don’t be surprised if your spending lists do not equal
your income. Most families don’t get a
complete list of expenditures in the first
month of budgeting. If you can’t find
where you spent more than five percent

UPS STORE

(continued from page 1)

service you need, we will take the time to
explore all the options available and recommend the best for your needs. We stand
firmly behind our commitment to worldclass customer service. I truly believe this is
what sets us apart from the competition.”
“Our principal activity I that of shipping
and although our name is UPS, we can also
offer postal services as an option to shipping through UPS. We can ship just about
anything, unless prohibited by law or UPS
regulations, to anywhere in the world, with
very few exceptions, in whatever amount of
time is required. We can also offer freight
service for those items too large to be
shipped via UPS,” explained Martin. “In
addition to shipping, we do a great deal of
packing for those customers that do not feel
comfortable doing their own or who have
valuable items that need to be packed by
certified experts like our staff.”
“We also offer our customers a great

of that month’s income, then list expenses again for the following month and
repeat each month until you find 95 percent or more of where you spend your
money each month. If you get 100 percent, give yourself a gold star.
With your list in hand, break it down
into categories,such as mortgage, taxes,
utilities, food, insurance, gas, entertainment, clothes, charitable giving, savings,
etc. Look at your list and the totals. Are
you happy about where your money is
going?
If you aren’t happy about where your
money is going, and almost no one is at
first, then you need to make a plan for
how you would like to spend your money.
Think about what you would like your
spending to look like. Do you want to
save more, or prepay the mortgage, or
give more to the church? Whatever it is,
make this your dream budget.
The next step is the crucial action
step. How much progress can you make
toward the dream budget in the first
month? Can you live with less Starbucks?
Or eat at home rather than at McDonalds?
The key is to begin to spend your money
on the things that are important to you.
Write up a monthly plan that moves you
in the direction of your dream budget. At
the end of each month compare your
actual spending to your plan. Make corrections as necessary and continue to
work toward your dream budget.
A budget is your plan to take control
of your money - your spending plan. ★
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf
Coast Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch
Office on Williams Boulevard, offers
twenty-two years of full service banking
to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3656. Visit Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust’s web site at www.gulfbank.com.
range of services in the area of document
services We have black and white and color
copiers, and offer sorting, laminating and
binding, all at very competitive prices,” said
Martin.
For those who work from home, The
UPS Store offers mailboxes for rent which
can provide them with a physical street
address. Customers have the ability to
receive packages from any carrier including
the post office, without having to wait at
home for the delivery truck. For medium
businesses, the store offers the opportunity
to outsource their mailroom services. “In
these cases, we will take over the running of
this function for a business thus allowing
their resources to be redirected to their core
activities, “ said Martin. “We offer as many
services as we can in order to serve as many
citizens of the community as possible, one
customer at a time.”
For more information, visit The UPS
Store at 4041 Williams Boulevard, Suite A9 or call 443-2115. ★
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Community
East Jefferson General Hospital
June Calendar of Events
Prenatal Series
Expectant parents learn about delivery
and anesthesia options, baby care, and
home and auto safety.
Prenatal I: June 8, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal II: June 14, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal III: June 21, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal IV: June 28, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Classes are free, registration is required,
call 456-5000.
Breastfeeding
This class is for expectant mothers who
wish to make an informed decision about
breastfeeding.
June 11, 1-3:30 p.m.
Class is free, registration is required, call
456-5000.
Sibling Class
Children ages 3 to 10 (with a parent)
learn how to hold and diaper a baby and
discuss the changes that come when a
new baby arrives.
June 4, 9:30-10:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.noon
Class is free, registration is required, call
456-5000.
Man to Man Prostate Cancer Support
Group
Men with a diagnosis of prostate cancer
share their experiences.
June 20, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 to register.

June 10-12, 2005, Friday – Sunday
Who Do You Say That I Am?
Our personal journey to God through
prayer, faith and failure.
Presenter: Msgr. William M. Bilinsky
June 15-18, 2005, Wednesday – Saturday
Learning to Live, Learning to Pray
See June 3-5, 2005 description
Presenter: Simeon Gallagher, OFMCap
Captains:

FREE BEER GROWLER
FOR DAD

Grief Support Group
Open to those who have experienced the
death of a loved one.
June 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more
information.
I Can Cope
This group is for adults with cancer and
their loved ones.
June 14, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 to register.
Bosom Buddies
This group is for women with a diagnosis
of breast cancer.
June 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more
information.
Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma
Support Group
Open to patients and family or friends.
June 14, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more
information.
Fibromyalgia Support Group
Meetings feature speakers from the
healthcare community along with discussion and education. Family and friends of
those with fibromyalgia are also invited
to attend.
June 29, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more
information. ★

Metairie Cenacle Retreat House
JUNE 2005 Retreat Offerings
June 3-5, 2005, Friday – Sunday
Learning to Live, Learning to Pray
St. Augustine made the statement that
when “We learn to pray, we learn to live.”
What does this mean in the concrete circumstances of life? How do we pray in
such a way that our lives become deeper
and more insightful? Can prayer create a
wall against our afflictions and lead us to
victory over sadness, bringing light to our
fatigued
Presenter: Simeon Gallagher, OFMCap
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June 24-26, 2005, Friday – Sunday
Peace Prayer of St. Francis
St. Francis wrote in his Last Will and
Testament that the Lord had revealed to
him a greeting: “May the Lord give you
Peace!” Francis of Assisi dedicated his
life to bringing that message of peace to
kings and sultans, to bishops and mayors,
to husbands and wives, to families and
cities. The Peace Prayer, “Lord, make me
an instrument of your peace!” outlines a
plan for living peace, for being a source of
peace for others, and for modeling how to
live in peace. We will listen to that
prayer.
Presenter: Fr. Chuck Faso, OFM
The Cenacle Retreat House
5500 St. Mary Street
Metairie, LA 70006
Phone: 504-887-1420
Fax: 504-887-6624
E-Mail: www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie.htm

D

on’t give Dad that same old tie. Treat Dad to lunch or dinner
at ZEA in Harahan, Clearveiw Mall or Esplanade Mall on
Father’s Day and we’ll give him a gift he’s sure to enjoy. BEER!
All Dads who dine at ZEA on Father’s Day (June 19th) will receive
a 64 oz. unfilled Growler along with a certificate redeemable for a
free fill-up. Dad can redeem his free fill-up with any of ZEA’s
award winning homemade brews beginning June 20, 2005.
Good while supplies last. Not valid with any other discount or promotion. Dine in only. Free Growler fill-up certificates can be redeemed
from 6/20/05 through 12/31/05. Redeemable only at ZEA Rotisserie and Brewery in the Clearveiw Mall.

CLEARVIEW • ESPLANADE MALL • HARAHAN
www.zearestaurants.com
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Law
Health Care Decisions In Louisiana: Who Is In Control?
The greater issue is, however, who is in
control should you become unable to
make you own decisions?

By JAMES L. MELCHERS
When it comes to health care decisions, the simple answer is: you are in
control as long as you are competent.

Scenario No. 1
Mary and Blake have been living
together for 10 years. Both are in their
40s, have never married and have never
had any children. They own a home
together and all of their checking, savings and brokerage accounts are owned

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust
is proud to introduce
Judy Pelitere as the newest
addition to our team.
Judy’s 30 years of mortgage
experience will make you
feel right at home whether
you are looking to purchase
your first home, a vacation
home, invest in rental
property, or refinance.

Judy Pelitere
President of Mortgage Lending

Call Judy and her growing mortgage lending staff
today at 504-841-7350 to take advantage of their
expertise in finding the best mortgage lending deal
to meet your needs.

jointly. Both are physically active, exercising at least three times a week. They
look after each other when ill, which is
seldom. They have executed a general
power of attorney to each other which
addresses business and personal matters. However, they have not executed a
living will or a medical power of attorney since they do not believe health is
an issue at this stage of their lives.
Quite unexpectedly, Blake suffers a
debilitating stroke. Mary attempts to act
on Blake’s behalf, however, she cannot
under Louisiana Law. Louisiana law
sets classes and priorities in granting a
right to act on someone else’s behalf.
The classes and priorities in order are:
The individual (patient), patient’s
spouse not judicially separated; an adult
child of the patient, the parents of the
patient, the patient’s brothers and sisters, and the patient’s other ascendants
and descendants. Consequently, Mary,
who is the most knowledgeable and caring of Blake, will not be the decision
maker as she is considered a stranger (a
person who does not belong to the family group) under Louisiana Law.
Scenario No. 2
The same individuals with the same
facts; however, Mary and Blake have
executed living wills in addition to the
general powers of attorney. Their living
wills do not designate an individual to
make health care decisions.
Quite unexpectedly, Blake suffers a
debilitating stroke and is incapable of
making a health care decision. Under
Louisiana Law, as currently written,
Mary still does not have the power to
make medical decisions for Blake. With
the living will, Blake has given the
decision making power to his physicians, not Mary, if he has a terminal and
irreversible condition and death is
imminent. If death is not imminent, the
living will is not applicable and you
must look to Louisiana law. Inasmuch
as Mary is not part of the family group,
she will not be the decision maker for
Blake.
Scenario No. 3
The same individuals and the same
facts; however, Blake and Mary, who
look to each other in all respects, want
to ensure that they will be able to take
care of each other in all situations and
that the survivor of them will be entitled to the other’s estate. They go to
their friend, Frank, a corporate attorney
who refers them to an estate planning
attorney. Mary and Blake indicate to
the estate planning attorney that while
they are both alive they want to be each
other’s spokesperson in all situations
and at death they want their possessions
to go to the survivor.

The estate planning attorney recommends that Mary and Blake execute a
Last Will and Testament, where they
leave everything to each other; a
General Procuration, a Special Limited
Medical Power of Attorney designating
the other as his or her agent, and a
Living Will. They agreed and the above
documents were prepared and executed
by Mary and Blake.
Two months later, while running a
10K race, Blake suffers a stroke and is
incapacitated. As Blake is incapacitated, Mary is able to handle his business
and personal matters under the general
power of attorney. If Blake’s condition
is terminable and irreversible and death
is imminent, the Living Will is applicable. Under the Living Will the decision
makers are the physicians, not Mary.
However, Mary and Blake have also
executed Special Limited Medical
Powers of Attorney to each other. The
medical power of attorney assumes that
a person’s right to consent to or decline
medical treatment may be delegated to
another person, if the delegation is
made while the person is competent.
This medical power of attorney overrides family members.
Under the medical power of attorney, Mary will be able to make all
healthcare decisions for Blake while
incapacitated. Under this medical
power of attorney, Mary can make all
decisions relative to the withholding or
withdrawal of life-sustaining procedures. Also under this power of attorney
Mary can execute, on behalf of Blake, a
Refusal of Treatment or Leaving
Hospital Against Medical Advice documents as well as execute releases to the
hospital and doctors involved.
Additionally, if Blake dies from this
condition, his estate will go to Mary
under his Last Will and Testament.
Who is in control of your
Healthcare Decisions? You are, while
competent. However, if you are incompetent and you have previously executed a Special Limited Medical Power of
Attorney, your agent, as your alter ego,
is in control and is the decision maker.
Otherwise, the healthcare decisions
may be controlled by someone who is
neither knowledgeable nor cares about
your well-being. Now that is a scary
thought! ★
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of
practice are estate planning, wills,
trusts, successions, real estate, corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers
can be reached at 467-1092 or visit the
web site at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
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Sports

The Business Of Games
By KEN TRAHAN
Over the
course of my
28 years in
the
sports
media industry, I have
often
told
anyone who
would listen
that in the
g r a n d
scheme of
life, my level of importance was trivial.
After all, I reside in the business of
games, the games played by children who
become adults and are skilled at the
games that we all love to watch and play.
Doctors and judges carry great significance in our society. In the final analysis,
sports are nothing but the games people
play.
With this as a backdrop, I loved playing sports when I was young. This carried
over into my adolescence and adult life.
Of course, I was not skilled enough to
pursue a career in any of the games
which I now cover professionally. It
became apparent at a relatively young
age that if I wanted to get into the world
of sports, it would be as a journalist. I
was fortunate to have loving parents who
sent me to outstanding schools where I
obtained the necessary education to
chase my dream. I have been living that
dream for nearly three decades.
Most recently, the dream of watching
and talking about games has turned to a
nightmare. Lately, I have found myself
talking about anything but games on my
radio shows on Biz Radio 990, WGSOAM. Instead of talking about the great
pass, the electrifying dunk, or the memorable home run, I find myself addressing
the topics of steroid abuse, contract disputes, labor unrest, spousal abuse, and
the threat of franchise relocation.
Frankly, this is not what I signed up
for. I loathe the fact that these subjects
have dominated the landscape of fervent
discussion between irate listeners and a
disgruntled host. Unfortunately, it is the
reality that we find ourselves in.
Professional sports have become distasteful as a result of these developments.
There has been a filtering-down process to
the intercollegiate level as well. Nothing
seems sacred in the sports world anymore.
I have reached the point where I

scarcely care about who might be on the
juice and who is not. Contracts are made
to be broken, especially in the NFL.
Whether it is owners locking out players
or the players refusing to play for the
owners, it is despicable. Troublesome
phone calls to 9-1-1 by wives of players
are commonplace and disgraceful. There
is not a day that goes by where someone
doesn’t ask me, “Are the Saints going to
leave? What do you think, Ken?”
My answer is always the same. I don’t
think so but I don’t know. Go ask Tom
Benson. Let Governor Kathleen Blanco
know how you feel. Voice your opinions.
The games remain wonderful.
Baseball has never been better. Football
remains the national preference.
Basketball found its best four teams
reaching the final four in the NBA while
the college game is exciting as ever.
Hockey is missing in action. I love talking about the games. Will Barry Bonds
catch Hank Aaron? Will he ever play
again? Can Shaquille O’Neal win a
championship without Kobe Bryant?
Why do folks question Steve Nash as the
league MVP? Can the Patriots threepeat? Will the Saints return to the playoffs?
That’s what I fell in love with as a
youngster. That’s what I look forward to
talking about on the air. Can Tulane win
a national championship in baseball? Can
LSU return to Omaha? How soon will
Tom Walter return UNO to prominence?
How long will it take for the Hornets to
become contenders in the Western
Conference?
The business of games has become
too much of a business. Instead of memorizing the statistics of players, we now
find ourselves having to memorize contract status and options and what the payoff penalty for moving a franchise is. The
games people play have not changed. The
way the games are played, both on and
off the field, have, I regret to report,
changed forever and that is a shame!★
Ken Trahan serves as Assistant
Athletic Director for Media Services,
Broadcasting, Campus and Community
Relations and Group Sales at UNO and
as sports director at Biz Radio 990,
WGSO-AM. Trahan is also the general
manager and chairman of the board of
the Saints Hall of Fame in Rivertown,
Kenner, and maintains a prep football
website at www.neworleans.com.

Postal Customer Council Golf Classic
Monday, June 27, 2005
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd. in Kenner
For more information, contact: Rachel Cousin at 589-1121

I TA L I A N ,
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& STEAKS
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Early Bird
Special

13.99
4-course meal
M - SAT

New!

BUSINESS LUNCH
IN and OUT SPECIALS

Live Entertainment

VIDEO POKER
3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550
see menu at www.tecoro.com
L U N C H & D I N N E R 7 D AY S A W E E K
M - F R I . H A P P Y H O U R 3 - 7 AT T H E B A R

Wayne Busby
Fri. & Sat.
6:30 - 10:30
Sun.
1:00 - 9:00

PRINTING
Celebrating Our 26th Year

★ Custom Index Tabs
★ Graphic Design
★ Laminating up to 44”
★ Fax / Mailing Service
★ High Speed Copying
★ Color Copies
★ Oversize Copies up to 36” Wide

★ Business Cards

★ Newsletters

★ Postcards

★ Raffle Tickets

★ Brochures

★ Flyers

★ Letterheads

★ Invitations

★ Envelopes

★ Forms

Call Us For FREE
Pickup & Delivery

(504) 733-0903
Visit Us At: www.tomsprinting.com
E-mail: prepress@tomsprinting.com
Elmwood Business Park • 1533 Edwards Avenue • Elmwood, LA 70123 • Fax (504) 733-4532
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Children

Cool Children’s Castle
Shows In June
All performances are on Saturdays at
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
June 4
“Noise Guy” Charlie Williams
Castle, King & Cockroaches!
June 11
Komenka Dancers
“A Whirl of Dance”
June 18
Dancer Nanette Ledet
Musician Julian Garcia
“Move Into The Music”

June 25
Magician Glen Ghirardi
Magic Moments
Castle shows are suggested for children ages five and older. Admission is
$3.50 per person (ages two and older).
For reservations and information call
468-7231, extension 220, Tuesday
through Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m., or contact the Castle directly
at 712-9861, on Saturday from 9:00 a.m.
until 2:00 p.m. Children’s Castle is located at 501 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s
Rivertown. ★

Kids That Care Day To Be
Held At The Esplanade
On Saturday, June 11, 2005, The
Esplanade will host the first ever Kids That
Care Day from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
in Macy’s wing of the shopping center.
Kids That Care Day is a family-oriented event that encourages children to give
back to their communities and educates the
public about the importance of helping others through volunteerism. The day will

include an expo of non-profit and charity
organizations and the first-ever “Kids That
Care Award,” which honors local children
for their volunteerism.
Kids That Care Day was developed in
conjunction with PBS KIDS® and will be
held at Mills properties across the country.
More information can be found at
www.ShopTheEsplanade.com. ★

Roosevelt Middle School Students
Name Surgical Robot At Tulane Hospital
The Roosevelt Middle School
Robotics Club has received a $1000
donation for their participation in naming
Tulane Hospital’s DaVinci surgical robot.
The students chose the name “THOR”
(Tulane Hospital Operating Robot) after
a tour of the operating room and a
demonstration of the robot earlier this
year. Tulane University Hospital and
Clinic was the first medical center in
Louisiana to have this robot, a minimally

Not 1,000
Not 5,000
Not 10,000
Not 15,000
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invasive tool used in abdominal surgery.
Raju Thomas, M. D., chair of the
department of urology at Tulane
University Hospital and Clinic, presented
the donation to the students at Roosevelt
Middle School Award’s Ceremony on
May 19, 2005.
There are ten students in grades sixth
through eighth on the robotics team of
Roosevelt’s Louisiana Engineering
Advancement Program. ★

But… 20,600

receive the Kenner Star in the mail each month! Every
registered voter household in Kenner gets one! The
Kenner Star can help you reach your target market!

CALL 468-9125
FOR ADVERTISING INFO
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Real Estate

Purchase Your First
Home With Confidence
By LINDA R. MARTIN
If you are
making the
transition
from renter to
homeowner,
you’re
not
alone.
In
2004, 40 percent of homebuyers were
purchasing
for the first
time, according to “The 2004 National
Association of REALTORS® Profile of
Home Buyers and Sellers.”
With interest rates at all-time lows
and a booming real estate market, now is
a good time to purchase real estate.
However, with the prospect of making
one of the largest investments you’ll ever
make in your life, you can easily become
overwhelmed. Some of the questions you
may be asking are: Will I be able to
afford the home of my dreams? Do I
have enough money for a down payment? Will I make smart home buying
decisions? If you go into the process prepared, your first purchase can be a good
experience.
Resources: Before starting out, educate yourself on the process. Check your
library or local newspaper to find a
homebuyer seminar that you can attend.
The U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development has an entire section on its website, www.hud.gov, devoted to homebuyers. It has a list of common questions of first-time homebuyers,
information on mortgage and home-buying programs, access to housing counselors, downloadable tools such as a
wish list and home-shopping checklist,
tips on selecting a real estate professional, etc. Other informative sites to check
out are www.ginniemae.gov, www.realtor.com and prudential.com.
Your real estate professional is also a
great resource. Don’t hesitate to let him
or her know that you are new to the
process. They will expect you to have
questions at each step-from house hunting, to making an offer, to the closing.
The costs involved in the purchase of
a home can be overwhelming to firsttime homebuyers. There are mortgage
costs, the down payment, and closing
costs to think about.
Affordability: By looking at your
income and debt ratio, your sales professional can help you calculate how much
you can afford each month in mortgage
payments. But before determining your
price range, you should also take into
consideration other factors that will
affect your monthly budget once you are

a homeowner, such as property taxes,
insurance, utilities, and maintenance.
And if your down payment is less than
20 percent of the cost of the home, you
will be responsible for private mortgage
insurance, more commonly referred to as
PMI.
Mortgage payment: Fear of being
rejected for a home loan is one of the
main concerns for first-time homebuyers. To lessen the stress, you may want to
get pre-approved for a loan before looking at prospective homes. This will not
only help you feel more confident, it will
also give you an advantage where there
are multiple offers for a specific property. In addition, the fact that your loan has
already been approved is of great value
to the seller because it shortens the purchase process, and there is less of a
chance that the buyer will back out of the
sale. If you don’t have a specific mortgage lender in mind, ask your sales professional for a recommendation.
Down payment: The down payment
amount varies depending on the value of
the home you choose and your mortgage
lender. And in some cases, first-time
homebuyers can purchase a home with
no money down. Although it varies from
state to state, most offer governmentfunded programs for first-time buyers
that help people buy a home with no
down payment. Your real estate professional will be able to explain the different options available to you.
Making offers: Don't feel pressured
into making an offer on the first home
you see. This is a common mistake of
many first-time homebuyers. Make sure
you view different homes to get a feel for
the marketplace. When you decide on a
home to make a bid on, work with your
real estate professional to get all of your
questions answered before making an
offer. But don't wait too long to make an
offer. The longer you wait, the greater
the chance other prospective buyers may
place offers, making it harder for you to
negotiate.
Above all, remember there are no
silly questions. Make sure that you
understand and are comfortable with
every aspect of the transaction. Your real
estate professional can be an invaluable
asset in helping you make educated decisions so that your first home purchase is
a rewarding experience. ★
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com.
Prudential
Gardner’s web site is www.prudentialgardner.com.

Steamed • Fried • Broiled & Boiled Seafood
Call Now
for
Father’s Da
Reservationy
s

Come and Relax in our Tropical Atmosphere!
Lunch and Dinner Specials

We also offer: Steaks • Chicken • Ribs • Pasta

HAPPY HOUR with Paula 11-6, Monday-Friday
25th St. & Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 471-0808
Open 7 Days

Video
Poker

The Ice House

LOOK! New Items!
Specials:
Milk Gallon 3.99
only
Fruit Punch Gal. 1.09
PRICES GOOD THRU JUNE 30

EGGS
ORANGE JUICE
MARGARINE

469-3503

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

D
ICE COL

KEG BEER
TO-GO

Special!

BUD • BUD LIGHT
20/12 OZ ONLY

11.99
PROPANE TANKS
FILLED BY THE GALLON
CHARCOAL
LIGHTER FLUID
CAJUNLAND CRAWFISH
SEASONING
SALT
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Faithwalk

More On Blindness And Brainwashing
By CARL CLEVELAND
In the last two installments of this
column, I have described the exercises

that I use in Scripture study with teens to
convince them that they are vulnerable to
brainwashing by the relentless cultural
bombardment they are exposed to on a
daily basis. My first four illustrations
involved the story of Admiral Nimitz, the
late night car crash scene, the ambiguous
old hag/attractive young woman picture
and the famous donut test. The point of
all of the exercises is that our minds are
easily programmed to see very clearly

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.

Over 25 Years Experience

WORLD CLASS COLLISION CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner
467-7775

VACATION HEADQUARTERS
DISNEYWORLD HOTELS AND TICKETS
HAWAII…REASONABLE RATES
TAUCK TOURS…GLOBUS TOURS
TRAFALGAR AND CUSTOM EUROPE TRIPS
HOT CRUISE DEALS…CONQUEST 7 DAY
IN NOVEMBER FROM $390
CANCUN CHARTERS…SANDALS AND
BEACHES…HONEYMOONS

Rada’s World of Travel
903 Williams Blvd. • 467-9450

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MAY MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2005
CHATEAU GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Guest Speaker: BUDDY STALL

For Professional Men and Women

Info: 962-3930

Advanced Reservations Required. The deadline
for reservations is noon on Friday, June 17.
For luncheon reservations call 962-3930.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

what is not there, or is there, in some radically different form.
This cultural brainwashing can lead
to all manner of harmful behavior by our
teenagers and young adults. Our most
important job as parents is to provide a
counter-cultural force that helps our
young people to see clearly and realistically so they can make good decisions.
Never lose sight of the fact that teenagers
and young adults are very intelligent and
want to live successful lives. They are
going to make their decisions based on
what they have come to believe is productive. If parents are silent, and all that
our kids hear is the voice of pop culture,
the result is usually a disaster. We must
teach the practical wisdom of the values
of faith, family, fidelity, delayed gratification and moderation.
The big dangers are easy to identify:
sex, drugs, alcohol, and driving. If these
dangers are under control, the rest of the
issues concerning grades, health, peer
pressure, self-concept, relationships,
jobs, and marriage take care of themselves more or less automatically.
My final two exercises are a little different from the first four. Number five is
an intriguing inkblot test. I give each person his or her own copy of the same
inkblot to look at. It has no particular
shape, but in the middle of the blot there
are four small black dots. I ask them to
stare fixedly at the dots for 40 seconds.
Then they are instructed to blink several
times, relax and close their eyes. If they
do this, all will first see a bright circle of
light. Then out of the background a fuzzy
picture begins to emerge and come into
focus. Soon the unmistakable face of
Jesus Christ comes into clear focus, and
then gradually disappears. It is very dramatic, and there is a point beyond simple
theatrics. Parents and caregivers to young
people can impress on their apparently
uncomprehending minds and subconscious distinct images that will serve
them well in the future. We must never
give up and give in on our efforts to influence productive behaviors and to avoid
destructive ones. This is especially true
when our words seem to fall on deaf ears.
The final exercise involves the Search
For Happiness Inventory. I ask each kid
to think about their lives as they are now,
and as they would like for them to be in
the future. Then they are asked to pick
just five things or people or relationships
that either bring them happiness now or
will if they get them in the future. I then
get each person to share his or her list.
I’m sure you can guess the most popular
responses – beauty, wealth, fame, talent,
grades, spouses, children, parents, success, health, longevity, etc., etc. The
explanations are usually quite interesting
and fun. But then I throw a monkey
wrench into their plans. I get each person
to remove one item from his or her happiness list; the one they can most readily
do without. Then there is more discus-

sion that can be interesting. After a discussion of the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune that take away our most
important treasures in real life, we gradually pare the list down to one, and only
one item. This is really hard to do.
According to people much wiser than I
am, there is only one correct last answer,
the true source of our happiness, and it is
faith in God! No other answer is
acceptable! After doing this exercise
many times with countless young people,
I have seldom had anyone come up with
the “right” answer.
The point is that our possessions and
successes have little meaning or lasting
significance in our lives unless our foundation is based on faith in God, with all
that implies. With faith (and I try to use
examples from my own life here) real
happiness and lasting peace of mind are
readily accessible without regard to the
success or failure we may actually
encounter day-to-day. Our teens really
need to hear these messages loud and
long, delivered in a congenial and confident manner, and backed up by our adult
example. With this force in their lives,
teenagers have a fighting chance to survive the false promises of the pop culture
they are so immersed in. With persistent
effort and some luck, the destruction
wrought on young people by sex before
marriage, drug and alcohol abuse, and
irresponsible driving can be minimized
or eliminated. I am impressed with the
fact that young people want to avoid shattered lives if they can, and they are open
to suggestion about how to achieve success. It is our responsibility to be sure
they hear both sides of the story before
making their major decisions. If we do all
we can, the dual forces of blindness from
birth and relentless brainwashing can be
overcome. ★
Carl Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

1 mile and
5K Run/Walk
Friday Evening
June 3, 2005
Call 836-2205
www.saveourlake.org
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Countdown to Summer
By SELA ADAMS CURRY
The countdown to summer is on, and
at the Treasure Chest Casino that means
more than the humidity and temperature
rising. From June 13 until June 30 you
will have the chance to win over
$150,000 in prizes in just 12 days.
Beginning June 13, Monday through
Thursday, drawings will be held for great
prizes like desktop computers, barbeque
grills, plasma TVs and even a 2005
Chrysler Crossfire! What better way to
kick off your summer than by coming
down to the Treasure Chest for great
entertainment and the chance to win fab-

ulous prizes.
As for me, this summer will probably
mean a trip back to the beach. I unfortunately have to humor my husband once
every couple of years and succumb to
going to the beach. I’ll be honest, I hate
the beach. I just don’t get it - the dirt, the
heat and weird creatures swimming in the
water. And, ever since I got married, my
mother stopped giving me my annual
Easter swimsuit so I am stuck buying it
myself.
The last beach trip my husband and I
took was two years ago. We arrived in
Fort Walton in the evening, and on our
way to dinner he spied some pre-inflated
rafts outside a Kroger Grocery and was
drawn in. I spent my time in Kroger at the
grocery/pharmacy checking my weight
and blood pressure while he made his raft
selection. Of course the gods weren’t
smiling on me that day because I could-

LACAL And AARP Sponsor
“Scam Jam” 2005
On Saturday, June 4, from 1:00 p.m.
until 6:30 p.m., the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and
AARP Louisiana will team up to present
“Scam Jam” at the Kenner Exhibition
Hall, located at 405 Williams Boulevard
in Rivertown. Part of a series of consumer protection workshops to be held
across the state in early June, “Scam
Jam” will provide timely information to
the public regarding fraudulent practices
that target the elderly, African Americans
and Latin Americans. The sessions are
free and open to the public, and will be
offered in both English and Spanish.
Refreshments will be served.
Educational activities regarding
predatory lending scams and payday
lending practices will be offered.
Participants will also receive instruction
in reading credit reports and information
on tri-agency credit reports. Other sessions will be offered on credit and ID
theft. Scheduled speakers include
Louisiana Attorney General Charles Foti,
Jr., Jennifer Leach and Andres Castillo of

IS YOUR

TARGET
MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER
ST★R
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS
IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

AARP Consumer Protection in
Washington D.C.
LACAL President, Rafael Saddy,
explained why the organization felt it
important to help bring the “Scam Jam”
seminars to Kenner.
“I am concerned about different
things that I see going on in the community,” Saddy said. “There are all kinds of
people who actively go into our neighborhoods with the intent of scamming
people. LACAL feels that it is very
important to raise awareness in the public
of what pitfalls are out there.”
For more information call AARP
Louisiana toll free at 1-866-448-3620 or
Rafael Saddy at 464-4619. ★

n’t even count on hypertension to get me
out of the beach trip.
The next morning we suited up and
headed down the boardwalk to the beach.
Jason headed into the water with his new
shiny silver raft and I positioned myself
amongst the damp hot dirt along with the
other beach-goers. I entertained myself
For about half and hour I entertained
myself by watching my husband flail
around in the water on his shiny new raft
and by watching a cute little cottontopped boy play in the dirt, or sand, as
some people like to call it. Then I decided to go shopping. Three hours later I
returned to find Jason still gone. I
begrudgingly suited back up and headed
down the boardwalk again. As I got to the
end of the boardwalk I spied Jason coming towards me. He was easy to spot
because of the silver raft he was dragging
behind him. I waved but got no response.
I assumed he was upset over some rafting
calamity...maybe it had sprung a leak or
something. He then proceeded to walk
right past me. I called him and he immediately turned around looking very
relieved. He had lost both of his contacts
in his quest to relive his youth and had
been trying, rather unsuccessfully, to find
his way back to the hotel. He tried following the little cotton-topped boy he
knew was staying at the same place, but
apparently the kid was too fast for
him…you know, with him being encumbered by the stupid raft and all.
Anyway, I guess it’s back to the beach
and another stop at Kroger’s for me. I
wonder if it’s too late to change my mother’s mind about the joys of giving swim
wear?
Well, hope to see you soon at the
Treasure Chest Casino. Now, here are
more things to help kick off your summer.

Treasured Friends
It’s that time again for Treasured
Friends to receive 4X Points. Come in
any Monday through Thursday in June
and you will earn 4X your Prime
Rewards Points up to 4,000. Go to the
Prime Rewards Club or call 443-8000 to
receive information on this special
Treasured Friends offer.
Casino Action
At the Treasure Chest there’s always
some great action going on in the casino.
Join us for our Super Monday Blackjack
Tournament for your chance to win up to
$1000. There will also be great runner up
prizes and even a second chance drawing.
But that’s not all that’s going on. Every
Wednesday night is Ladies Night and that
means a Ladies’ Night Blackjack
Tournament. A total of $1000 in cash
prizes will be given away too, so don’t miss
out. For more information call 443-8000.
Pointe Deli
Nothing beats coming to the Treasure
Chest where you can rack up points on
your Prime Reward card, and now you
can also rack up on some great food at
the Pointe Deli. You’ll find many choices
from a quick coffee and pastry to a halfpound burger and fries, and don’t miss
the great breakfast menu as well. So
come out and try our new Pointe Deli at
the Treasure Chest Casino.
That’s it for now. Hope to see you
soon. ★
Sela Adams Curry is Community
Relations and Group Sales Manager for
Treasure Chest Casino, owned and operated by Boyd Gaming Corporation. Sela
Curry can be reached at SelaCurry@boydgaming.com. Treasure Chest Casino’s
website is www.treasurechest.com.
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Treasure Chest Casino June 2005 Entertainment Lineup
Wednesday, June 1 Fats Jackson
Batiste Brothers Band 9:30 p.m. until
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 4
Thursday, June 2
Profiles
The Heatwaves
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. until
Orleans
9:30 p.m. until
Friday, June 3
Karaoke
Sunday, June 5
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Lionel Robinson and 1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
City News/ Al “Lil”

Bobby Cure & The Kevin & Friends/
Summertime Blues The Alleycats
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. until
Monday, June 6
Thursday, June 9
Metal Rose
Topcats
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 7
Friday, June 10
Esplanade
Karaoke
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Summer Breeze
9:30 p.m. until

Peace Mass Scheduled For June 24
The MIR Group will sponsor a
peace Mass commemorating the 24th
Anniversary of the Apparitions in
Medjugorje on Friday, June 24 at St.
Clement of Rome Church, located at
3990 West Esplanade Ave. in Metairie.
The 7:00 p.m. Mass will be preceded
by a recitation of the rosary at
6:30 p.m.
“At this special Mass for Peace we

will remember in prayer John Paul,
pray for our new pontiff, Pope Benedict
XVI, and lift up in prayer all of our
brave troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and in
all parts of the world where they defend
our freedom,” MIR Group Director,
Mimi Kelly said.
For more information, visit
www.themirgroup.org. ★

Saturday, June 11 Wednesday, June 15
Wardell Williams
Ladies Night
All-Star Band
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Funk2
Batiste Brothers
7:00 p.m. until
Band with Special
Guest Robert
Thursday, June 16
Cabella
Brandon Bennett &
9:30 p.m. until
The Heartbreak
Orchestra
Sunday, June 12
7:00 p.m. until
Sammy Ridgley and
The Untouchables
Friday, June 17
featuring Lady B
Karaoke
1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Private Party
Batiste Brothers
6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Band/ Stan Wayne’s
Heart & Soul
Monday, June 13
9:30 p.m. until
3rd Echo
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 18
Good Stuff
Tuesday, June 14
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Brandon Bennett &
The Heartbreak
Stormy
Orchestra
9:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. until

KTV-76 June 2005 Schedule

Sunday, June 19
Saturday, June 25
Jay Zainey Orchestra Hard For The Money
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Seabrook
Vieux Carre’
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m. 9:30 p.m. until
Monday, June 20
Chee Weez
7:00 p.m. until

Sunday, June 26
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Mustang Sally
Tuesday, June 21
Batiste Brothers Band 6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Monday, June 27
Wednesday, June 22 Mustang Sally
7:00 p.m. until
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 28
Playtyme Show Band Batiste Brothers Band
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 23
Wednesday, June 29
Kingsroe
The Larkins
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. until
Friday, June 24
Kamikaze Karaoke Thursday, June 30
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. The Larkins
7:00 p.m. until ★
Four Unplugged
9:30 p.m. until
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Gardening
ESPLANADE MALL

Horticulture Hints for June
You can’t write about
gardening without mentioning the weather – after
all, they go hand in hand.
We enjoyed a wonderful
spring this year, but since
mid-May it feels like summer has already arrived as
the days appear drier and
hotter than usual. Doesn’t
it suddenly look like your
garden needs more watering?
Garden annuals and bushes are growing very rapidly and are in need of more moisture and fertilizer.
The annuals that bloom and bear fruit would be
encouraged as well by a fertilizer for blooming and
fruiting.
Fig trees need water now as they are about to fill
out and ripen. If only we would get some rain, they
would thrive.
Prepare for July 4th now by planting some annu-

als in your front garden with lots and lots of red,
white and blue to show how we feel about being free,
since we can plant anything we choose in front of our
homes. Plant some yellow annuals also, to show we
are thinking about our troops and hope they will be
home soon.
Try planting marigolds, dianthus, vinca,
purslane, blue daze, day lily, salvia, scaevola, gazania, coleus, portulaca, melopodium, and celosia.
It’s not too late to plant tomatoes if you can find
them in big pots. Keep weeds down with RoundUp
and take old blooms off flowering plants. Remember
to fertilize. Watering is very important since the heat
is here to stay. ★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s Nursery,
LLC, located at 27 West 27th Street, is a registered
and licensed Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding plants
and has over 30 years experience in the industry.
Lynne Dimm can be reached via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 468-5467or visit Dimm’s website
at www.lynnedimmsnursery.com.

Summer Blowout
25% To 50% OFF
ALL FRAMED ART
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
Offer expires 6/30/05

Esplanade Mall • 1401 Esplanade • Kenner
504-464-4662

Lifetime Guarantee

25 OFF

WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION
REPAIR & UPGRADES

616-8030

A business card exchange will be held on
Thursday, June 23 and will be hosted by Patti Feder
of the New Orleans Zephyrs in the Party Shack at
Zephyrs Stadium, located at 6000 Airline Drive in
Metairie. The exchange will take place during the
5:30 p.m. Zephyrs game with the Omaha Royals. For
more information, contact Don Salles at 469-2005. ★

• 23 years experience counseling
small businesses
• Real estate closings
• Successions, wills, and family law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.

KPWA Members Of The Month Named
KPWA’s member of the month for May 2005.
Bohannan, who graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s of science degree in business management,
obtained her juris doctor from Loyola University’s
New Orleans School of Law.
Bohannan worked as a law clerk for the Orleans
Parish District Attorney’s Office and as a clinical
attorney for Loyola Law School working in conjunction with the Orleans Parish Indigent Defenders
Board.
Bohannan currently is the owner of Bohannan &
Associates, a small law firm in Kenner. The firm primarily specialized in family law, estate planning, personal injury and social security claims.
Bohannan has been a member of KPWA since
2003. She is also a member of the Louisiana Bar
Association, the New Orleans Bar Association, the
Association of Trial Attorneys, the American Bar
Association, the Bourbon Street Alliance, the
Jefferson Young Leaders, the Jefferson Chamber and
the Better Business Bureau. ★

Delivery Available

Home Computer Slow?
Any Service Call
New
Month of JUNE
Customers $

KPWA Meeting And Business Card
Exchange Scheduled

Tammy Dantin, who joined the Kenner
Professional Women’s Association in 2002, has been
named member of the month for April 2005. During
Dantin’s membership with KPWA, she has served on
the Roster Committee and the Nominating
Committee.
Dantin has lived and worked in the greater New
Orleans area since 1986, writing computer manuals
and training users for local retail chains, as well as
working in the areas of financial structuring, business promotion, organizational consulting and event
planning. Dantin and her husband, Bill, own and
operate Corporate Investigation Bureau, Inc., a commercial investigation and collection agency. Dantin
also serves on the board of the Metro Club, a ladies’
Republican political activist organization, and has
been an active volunteer and organizer in numerous
local charities, including Special Olympics, Junior
Achievement, Second Harvester’s Food Bank,
American Cancer Society, Juvenile Diabetes, and
United Way.
Arita M. L. Bohannan has been named the

20 Years Experience

464-4662

Community
The Kenner Professional Women’s Association
(KPWA), an organization for professional men and
women, will hold their monthly meeting on Tuesday,
June 21, 2005 at Chateau Golf and Country Club in
Kenner. Networking with members begins at 11:30
a.m. followed by lunch at noon. Buddy Stall will be
the guest speaker. Call 962-3930 no later than noon on
Friday, June 17, 2005 to make luncheon reservations.

•

ATTORNEY AT LAW
4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
AWARDED HIGHEST RATING AVAILABLE
MARTINDALE HUBBELL NATIONAL LAW DIRECTORY

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE KENNER ST★R

504-467-6998
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Sorry, but we are working on this article and will get it to you
Many
resident
aliens
from fore i g n
countries
o
f
Hispanic origin are using International
Driving Permits to drive in the United
States. In many instances, unfortunately,
these permits have been found to be fraudulent, as they were purchased from an
unauthorized source. A fake permit can
often be found on the Internet and on the
street, and is sometimes referred to as the
“International Driver’s License.”

“There is no such thing as an
‘International Driver’s License,’ and drivers found with these fraudulent licenses
can face severe consequences for operating a motor vehicle,” said Kenner Police
Chief Nick Congemi. “Many folks have
been misled and do not realize they are
driving without a valid driver’s license.”
The International Driving Permit must
be used in conjunction with a valid foreign driver’s license and/or passport. The
permit by itself without a valid foreign
driver’s license/passport does not grant
anyone driving privileges.
“The International Driving Permit is
essentially just a translator to aid authori-

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

ties in deciphering what is printed on the
valid driver’s license,” said Congemi.
Although International Driving
Permits with a valid foreign driver’s
license/passport grant foreigners the
authorization to drive within the U.S.,
drivers who violate traffic laws are still
subject to physical arrest in order to comply with routine identification purposes
and to secure a bond. Fraudulent licenses
will be confiscated and filed as evidence.
Once legal aliens have established residency in Louisiana, they may obtain a
Louisiana Driver’s License. Resident
aliens in Kenner are encouraged to visit
the Louisiana Office of Motor Vehicles at
3501 Chateau Boulevard to inquire about
fees and requirements. The OMV telephone number is 485-2301.
In 1949, the United Nations authorized the U.S. Department of State to
empower certain organizations to issue
International Driving Permits to those
who hold valid U.S. driver’s licenses for
use outside of the U.S. The State
Department has designated only the
American Automobile Association
(AAA) and the American Automobile
Touring Alliance (AATA) as the only
authorized distributors of these permits in
the U.S. Both organizations charge $10

for each permit. Foreigners traveling within the U.S. can obtain an International
Driving Permit from their country of origin prior to entering the United States.
Many unauthorized sources are selling
the fake licenses for outrageous amounts
of money, far greater than the $10 fee that
AAA and AATA charge for the real thing.
These bogus operations sometimes claim
that the only document needed to drive in
the U.S. is the one they are selling. They
also con people into believing that their
document can be used to avoid points or
fines on state-issued drivers’ licenses.
They even try to convince victims that the
document can be used as a photo ID in the
United States.
If you believe you have been the victim of a scam, you should report it to the
U.S. Postal Inspector at 589-1200; the
U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) If
you believe you have been the victim of a
scam, you should report it to the U.S.
Postal Inspector at 589-1200; the U.S.
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) toll free
at 1-877-382-4357; the Better Business
Bureau of Greater New Orleans at (504)
581-6222; or the Louisiana Attorney
General’s Office in Baton Rouge at (225)
342-7013. ★

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

CENTURY
TITLE
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979
FAX
831-2609

NORTHSHORE

Sunday, June 5th

209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana 70447

Fireworks
8:45 p.m.
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The Ultimate River Cruise
By LaDEAN RADA
Looking for a different kind of European getaway? Imagine three nights in Paris and a grand
cruise from Luxembourg to Budapest.
After several days in Paris, your journey
would take you to Luxembourg where you
would begin your 14 day deluxe cruise to
Budapest in an outside cabin with hotel-style
beds. Nightly entertainment with piano music
would be provided.
You could visit the charming village of
Bernkastel located in the middle of the
Moselle wine-producing region and Zell,
another town famous for its wine.
In Cochem you could visit Reichsburg Castle
and continue from Coblenz cruising past castle
after castle and the legendary Lorelei Rock.
Disembarking in Mainz, you would travel by
motorcoach to Heidelberg, Germany, and continue
your drive to Frankfurt, the bustling metropolis on
the Main River, where you rejoin your ship.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner is included all along
the way. Your next stop would be Miltenberg,
where you would disembark for a walking tour of

this old Franconian town with narrow cobblestone
streets and gabled, half-timbered houses.
Your next major visit is Wurzburg, “the Pearl
of the Romantic Road” where you will see the
Presidential Palace.
At Bamberg you enter the Main-Danube
Canal. A guided tour of this medieval gem reveals
a uniquely intact townscape and a breathtaking
cathedral. Walk the serpentine streets with charming houses and 18th century mansions.
Your next highlight is Nuremberg and
medieval Rothenburg. Enjoy a traditional
German lunch in a local restaurant and moor
overnight at Nuremberg.
Explore Nuremberg the next day with its 900
year old ramparts surrounding the city, the
Imperial Castle and Justice Palace where the War
Crimes Tribunal sat in 1946.
Back on board, you’ll then arrive at the highest point of your cruise and descend through stairstep locks. Finally, you would enter your final
stretch of the fascinating Main-Danube Canal and
visit more interesting cities such as Regensburg,
Passau-Linz , Salzburg, Melk, Vienna, Bratislava,
Slovakia.
Your arrival into Budapest, Hungary is a
presentation of the twin cities of Buda and Pest
spread over both banks of the river. Your farewell
gala dinner would include Gypsy violinists, a
highlight of entertainment following many
evenings of enchanting musical performances on

board ship.
If you wish to travel on the November 2 departure,
you will save $800 - $1000 per person. Visit your favorite
travel agency for more details. ★

LaDean Rada is owner of and agent for Rada’s
World of Travel, located at 903 Williams Blvd.
LaDean Rada can be reached at 467-9450, by fax
at 465-9822 or via email at radatvl@aol.com.

SWITCH

gears to State Farm

AND SAVE
up to 40%.

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
We Live Where You Live.®
Amy Falcon Ins Agency Inc
Amy Falcon, Agent
500 Vintage Drive
Kenner, LA 70065
Bus: 504-441-8900 Toll: 877-551-8900
www.amyfalcon.com

P040098 02/04

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

May we entertain you…
at the Castle

Cannes Brûlee Native American Village
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. • MAY 2005
JUNE 4
John and Eula Lovell, United Houma Nation,
demonstrate beautiful arts and crafts from their tribe.

All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

JUNE 11
Dion Lirret, Choctaw/Houma, will demonstrate making cane flutes.

JUNE 11
Komenka Dancers — “A Whirl of Dance”

JUNE 4
“Noise Guy” Charlie Williams — Castle, King & Cockroaches!

JUNE 18
Dancer Nanette Ledet — Musician Julian Garcia
“Move Into The Music”

JUNE 18
Roy Parfait, United Houma Nation,
with Houma Indian crafts and woodcarving
JUNE 25
Rose Behan, Eastern Cherokee, will make
Story Teller dolls from the Pueblos of New Mexico.
NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE AT THE WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES MUSEUM
415 WILLIAMS BLVD. • (504) 468-7231 • www.rivertownkenner.com

JUNE 25
Magician Glen Ghirardi — Magic Moments
These programs are supported
by a grant from the Louisiana Division
of the Arts, Office of Culture, Recreation
and Tourism, in cooperation with the
Louisiana State Arts Council
as administered by the
Arts Council of New Orleans.

Castle shows are suggested for children five and older.
ADMISSION - $3.50 per person (ages 2 & older)
Call 468-7231 ext. 220 Tues.-Sat. 9am - 5pm or contact the
Castle directly at 712-9861 9am - 2pm for reservations and information.
The Castle is located at 501 Williams Blvd. in Kenner’s Rivertown.
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Free Credit Reports Available To Consumers In June
By CHARLES C. FOTI, JR.
Louisiana Attorney General
It seems that cases of identity theft are all around us and
Louisiana citizens are certainly not immune. The Federal
Trade Commission recently released identity theft statistics
and, according to their figures, they received 2,254 identity
theft complaints from Louisiana in 2004.
For many in the Lake Charles area, identity theft has hit
close to home. Recently, special agents with the Louisiana
Attorney General’s Office arrested a Lake Charles attorney on
charges of identity theft. According to special agents, the
attorney allegedly obtained credit cards using client’s names
and identities, including one that was deceased. In that particular case, the attorney allegedly made $16,000 worth of purchases on the card of a client who died in November 2001.
Identity thieves continue to find new ways to try to get us
to part with our personal information. One of the latest tricks
is that the identity thief goes “phishing.” In a phishing scam,
a consumer receives an email that is often disguised as a company or financial institution that requests the consumer “verify” or “update” personal information such as a bank or credit card account number or social security number. The email
will often contain the company logo and a web site link where

consumers can “verify” or “update” their information.
If you receive an email message like the one
described, I cannot stress to you enough how
important it is to never provide any type of personal information to an unsolicited email, pop-up message or Internet advertisement. As you know, if personal information gets in the hands of the wrong
person it can take hundreds of hours of your time to
try and clean up the mess left behind by an identity thief. Keep in mind that most phisher emails are
not personalized. Be suspicious of any email with
misspellings, typos and urgent requests for information. If you receive an email that you believe
may be a phishing scam, I urge you to contact the
Attorney General’s High Technology Crime Unit at
1-800-488-2770 or .
One of the most effective tools to protect you
from identity theft is to regularly check your credit
report. An identity thief may use your personal
information to open a new credit card account in
your name. Of course, the thief will not pay the bill
and this delinquent balance will appear on your
credit report. Any type of inaccurate information
on your credit report, whether through an honest
mistake or at the hands of an identity thief, may
affect your ability to get credit, loans, insurance or
a job.
The good news is that checking your credit
report just got easier. Beginning June 1, 2005, consumers in Louisiana, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, Tennessee and Texas can order their credit reports for free.
Consumers can order a free annual credit report
in several ways: online at www.annualcreditreport.com; by calling 1-877-322-8228; or by completing the Annual Credit Report Request Form
that can be found at www.ftc.gov/credit, and mailing the form to Annual Credit Report Request
Service, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta, Georgia 303485281. The three nationwide consumer companies
are only providing free annual credit reports
through the Annual Credit Report Request Service.
Remember that you will need to provide informa-

tion such as your name, address, Social Security
number and date of birth to receive your free annual credit report. To maintain the security of your
credit report, you may be asked a question that only
you would know such as your mortgage payment.
Please know that www.annualcreditreport.com and
the nationwide consumer reporting agencies will
not send you an email asking for personal information. If you receive an email message that claims to
be from www.annualcreditreport.com, do not reply
to the message; it is probably a scam. Again, report
any type of suspicious email to the Attorney
General’s High Technology Crime Unit.
Beginning on July 1, 2005 consumers will also
be able to place a “security freeze” on their credit
report thanks to legislation passed in 2004. This
“security freeze” prohibits a credit-reporting
agency from releasing the consumer’s credit report
without the express authorization of the consumer.
A consumer can place the freeze on his credit
report by notifying the credit-reporting agency in
writing, sent by certified mail. Once the request is
received, the credit-reporting agency has seven
days to institute the freeze and issue the consumer
a unique personal identification number (PIN) or
password. The three national credit reporting agencies will each charge the consumer a fee of up to
$10 to place the security freeze on the consumer’s
files. Anytime the consumer wants to open a line of
credit, they use their PIN to temporarily lift the
freeze. There is an $8 charge per lift but the consumer can choose any length of time to keep the
temporary lift in place. As long as the freeze is in
place, thieves who illegally try and open new credit in a consumer’s name will be stopped.
We must remain proactive in our fight against
identity theft. As your Attorney General, I hope that
everyone reading this article will take advantage of
the new federal law that begins June 1 and order a
free annual credit report. If you have any questions
about this new federal law, you can visit the Federal
Trade Commission’s website at www.ftc.gov. Please
remember that my office is only a phone call away.
Call on us anytime at 1-800-351-4889 or visit our
web site at www.ag.state.la.us. ★

HURRICANE SEASON

palities, including Kenner.
“It’s difficult to execute a perfect evacuation
plan,” said Broussard in an interview. “After all, we
can’t ask 400,000 metro residents to do an evacuation drill over a weekend so that we can judge what
needs to be improved. But, federal officials, state
government, parish and local governing authorities
are all working to develop the best possible contraflow evacuation plan that is possible. I would hope
that each household in Jefferson Parish would conduct their own hurricane preparedness workshop –
make a plan just in case. If you had to leave, what
roads would you take, what would you take with
you, and what would your destination be? We hope
you never need to implement your emergency evacuation plan, but you surely do need one. We all do.
Let’s learn from last year and plan for the worst
contingency, while hoping for the best,” Broussard
said. ★

(continued from page 1)

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

water in the streets of Jefferson and New Orleans.
That would have been a terrible tragedy and we
could face an equally precarious situation this year.
So, in a sense, we should regard last year’s evacuation as a rehearsal. Let’s hope we don’t have to do
it again this year, but let’s also be prepared in case
we’re faced by a monster storm headed our way.”
Broussard made his remarks at a Hurricane
Preparedness Conference held at the East Jefferson
Regional Library that included speakers from the
Hurricane Tracking Center in Florida, the
Louisiana State Police and the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development.
Among those taking notes and asking questions
were civil defense and police officials from New
Orleans, Jefferson Parish and the Jefferson munici-
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KCVB Lands Sporting Events
By SHARON SOLOMON
In April 2005, Kenner
Convention and Visitors
Bureau’s
Executive
Director, Tim Rada,
attended the National
Association of Sports
Commission’s Symposium
with the mission of securing future sporting events
for the Pontchartrain
Center and the city of
Kenner. As a result of the
KCVB’s participation in this conference, we are in
the process of planning three national events that will
bring extra money to our businesses and additional
tax revenue to our city.
At this time we are the busy organizing and solidifying the Invitational Gymnastics Championship for
men and women, which will be held at the
Pontchartrain Center in January 2006. Tim Rada was
also successful in landing the Mardi Gras Lacrosse

Invitational College and Post Collegiate Tournament
for men and women, scheduled for February 2006.
Thirty teams are expected to come to Kenner at that
time. In addition, the KCVB is hard at working trying to secure the AAU Karate National
Championship junior and senior events for June of
2006, 2007, and 2008, which should give a boost to
our economy as well. We’ll keep you posted on the
future development of these sporting events.
We are looking forward to hosting the Basketball
on the Bayou Tournament in the city of Kenner from
July 21 through July 25 this summer. Be sure to read
my column next month for more information. ★
Sharon Solomon is the Marketing Director for the
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau, located at
2100 Third Street in Rivertown. The KCVB is a nonprofit corporation funded by private membership
dues and funds from the city of Kenner. Sharon
Solomon can be reached via email at
kennercvb@aol.com or on the Internet at www.kennercvb.com.
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It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

New York
Fashions
Gift Certificates
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558
Hours: T, Sat. 10-6 • W, Th, F 10-7

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

ARMSTRONG INTERNATIONAL
(continued from page 1)

But the chances of getting approval from Kenner and
St. Charles have been considered close to zero.
Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano, an adamant critic
of the parallel runway, said he is pleased to see the
New Orleans Aviation Board considering other sites.
Capitano has insisted that the airport grant Kenner
specific permitting powers over other Armstrong
International expansion plans involving the terminal,
runways and taxiways. That matter is now in the
courts.
Armstrong International Director Roy Williams
says the studies to test the feasibility of a new airport
at the Bonnet Carre Spillway or in eastern New
Orleans near Bayou Sauvage will take at least two
years. If a site for a new airport is selected and
financed, it will take eight to 10 years to build the
new facility, Williams said. The cost of an airport at
the Bonnet Carrre Spillway is estimated at $5 billion
and the cost of an airport constructed in Lake
Pontchartrain and the eastern New Orleans wetlands
is estimated at $8 billion.
Even if a site for a new airport were selected,
funding would likely be a problem. Armstrong
International is not one of the nation’s most crowded
airports and is not expected to reach full capacity for
at least 15 years. If the Bonnet Carre site were selected, getting permission from St. Charles Parish to proceed would likely still present a problem. New
Orleans officials might prefer the eastern New
Orleans site because it would place the airport within the city’s jurisdictional boundaries, but environmentalists are likely to oppose an airport whose runways would be placed in Lake Pontchartrain.
Mayor Nagin said that if a new airport were built,
the existing airport in Kenner could be sold for private development. Mayor Capitano and other Kenner
officials have long maintained that placing the airport in the center of Kenner in 1947 was a mistake in
the first place. They say that in the six decades that
have passed since then, the noise, safely and traffic
problems generated by the airport have only grown
worse.

David Campbell, Kenner’s representative on the
Aviation Board, said that what often gets lost in the
emotional arguments over Armstrong International
are the jobs the airport generates for the city of
Kenner and other economic benefits, including $4
million a year in tax revenues and a flow of Kennerbound passengers who fill hotels in Kenner, eat in
Kenner restaurants, shop in Kenner stores and attend
events at the Pontchartrain Center, just 10 minutes by
taxi from the airport.
“It would be good if the airport land could be
redeveloped for private uses in Kenner,” said
Campbell. “But the $4 million in revenues from the
airport and the boost to Kenner’s growing tourism
industry would be missed if the airport were moved.
On the other hand, regardless of what decisions are
made, nothing is likely to change very much for the
next 10 to 15 years. The airport isn’t going to be
shutdown overnight.”
In another related development, Mayor Capitano
said he intends to host an Airport Summit for
Kenner, New Orleans, Jefferson and St. Charles
Parish to meet for discussions about the operations of
Armstrong International at its present site.
Capitano said New Orleans Mayor Nagin,
Jefferson Parish President Aaron Broussard and St.
Charles Parish President Albert Laque have all
agreed to attend.
Mayor Capitano said, “It is imperative that all
these governing bodies sit down and discuss issues
regarding Louis Armstrong International Airport. I
strongly believe that this summit will enable us to
begin an open and continuing dialogue, wherein we
work together to solve issues that affect the entire
region. Had this dialogue been established sooner,
Kenner and New Orleans may have been able to
resolve recent differences without involving the
courts.”
But, at his press conference, Mayor Nagin indicated he is having second thoughts about attending
the Airport Summit. “The last time I talked to Mayor
Capitano, he was very angry about the airport,” said
Mayor Nagin. “As long as he’s that angry, I don’t
know what can be gained by further discussions.” ★

4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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VINEYARD

(continued from page 1)

simple answer that has stayed with me,
“We’re from the Vineyard Church. Have
a nice day.”
Fast forward to the Christmas season
several years later - in front of Wal-Mart
on West Esplanade. A smiling group
works at a table that wraps present after
present for bustling shoppers. Patrons are
more than a bit surprised at what the
convenient and efficient act costs them nothing. Once again, those being of service identify themselves as members of
the Vineyard Christian Fellowship
Church in Kenner, if asked.
While the Vineyard is happy to lend a
hand in the city that surrounds their

church, Pastor Phil Jeansonne adds that
these selfless acts, while good in themselves, have a deeper meaning.
“People need more than just having a
gift wrapped for them,” Jeansonne said.
Our mission here is to connect people to
God, who can meet their deeper needs.
But when we do things out in the community, I think that it helps our congregation remember that giving, and serving
others is important.”
In a dramatic example of this, on one
occasion the church actually gave congregation members in attendance money
from the weekend collection to spend on
someone that the individual member
thought was in need.
“We took our entire offering and gave
it all away with the simple instruction to

The Vineyard Christian Fellowship Church now under construction in Kenner at the corner of
Vintage and Loyola drive will be a 40,000 square foot facility.

Interested in helping
Kenner’s helpless?
Call Kenner Cares

468-7823
VOLUNTEER • DONATE • ANSWER A PRAYER

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC
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7 Daysk
A Wee
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• Bidwork Welcome
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455-2355
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LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

N.O. AREA
OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

give it to someone who needs it. It was a
lesson that we took right from the Bible
as an exercise in stewardship. That
$12,000 helped single moms pay rent and
buy medicine for their children.”
One might wonder where such a
desire to serve the community might be
cultivated. For those who have passed
near the end of Williams Boulevard for
several years on Sundays, however, the
overflowing parking lot that surrounds
the Vineyard Church during nine separate
services is an obvious answer. Jeansonne
recounts that the beginnings of the
church were a lot more humble, however
- six persons gathered in a home in
Woodlake subdivision. The church then
moved to its present location at 4224
Williams Boulevard. Today, the approximately 2,000 member Kenner congregation of the Association of Vineyard
Churches has grown to the point where a
new home at the corner of Joe Yenni and
Loyola Boulevards was needed to further
facilitate its outreach to the metro New
Orleans area.
“I find it appropriate that we’re building our church right across the street
from where we started,” Jeansonne said.
He adds that the 40,000 square foot facility will allow for the consolidation of
eight weekend services into three, and
will also provide much needed space for
expansion of the church’s ministries,
especially to children and other youth.
If serving the community outside of
the church’s walls is important, then just
as important is the Vineyard’s philosophy
of fostering community relationships of
the individuals who worship there. So
vital is the concept of community to the
Vineyard that it offers groups settings for
fellowship no matter what stage of life a
congregation member is in. Adult groups
range from “Community Groups” of 2535 who meet on the third meet on the
third Thursday of each month, to “Small
Groups” that meet during the week for
Bible Studies, prayer, or even special
interests, to “Supper Clubs”, which consist of seven to ten randomly chosen individuals that meet once a month for four
months to eat together. Members in their
twenties are invited to participate in the
Vineyard’s “EPIC” program to meet and
worship together once a week at the
church’s “V2” facility on Vintage Drive.
Children’s programs are also offered
all the way through high school, culminating in the Vineyard’s weekend
“Fusion” Services for teenagers which
feature a teen led youth band and a focus
on issues facing those in that age group.
Those in the Vineyard’s congregation
greatly appreciate their church’s ability to
accommodate the needs of its individual
members.
“The Vineyard gave me a place that I
could relate to my faith. Pastor Jeansonne
always seems to say just what I need to
hear. Being at the Vineyard has changed
both my life and my family’s life. My
relationship to God and Christ grows
every week,” said congregation member,
Ricky Muller.
Muller also says that the Vineyard

provides numerous outlets that allow a
person’s life experience to translate into a
form of ministry that can be used to help
others. Groups at the church invite members to discuss and work with others on
many issues ranging from money to marriage to recovery from addiction.
In addition to inspiring church members such as Muller on their belief walk,
the Vineyard also provides information
sessions for those just beginning their
faith journey, or who are looking to
explore Christianity. The Vineyard’s tenweek “Alpha” course uses an informal
dinner setting to discuss various issues
related to the Christian faith, while providing for small group discussion of the
same topics. And, for those who ultimately decide to become Vineyard members, a “Newcomers Class” provides an
opportunity to learn about the vision and
values of the church.
As for the future of the Vineyard,
Pastor Jeansonne said, “One thing that I
have to keep telling our congregation is
that the new church is not an end in itself,
but a tool in our hands to keep on doing
what we have been doing. I know that
additional ministries will flow out of our
new location with endless possibilities to
serve the city. We just want to continue to
be a blessing.”

GEORGE DRAKE AWARD
(continued from page 1)

years, his quest for excellence was unparalleled.
For the past three years, the Kenner
Star has honored the memory of George
Drake with the presentation of a namesake award to an eighth grade student at
Roosevelt who best emulates the qualities that he brought to the halls of
Roosevelt Middle School: Dedication to
learning,
Kindness
to
others,
Compassion, Optimism and a Quality of
Living Each Day to the Fullest.
The Kenner Star is pleased to
announce the eighth grade teachers at
Roosevelt Middle School selected Rachel
Jackson as the recipient of the George L.
Drake Annual Award for 2005.
“Rachel finds a way to help me every
day. She is always cheerful and helpful.
She is a great kid,” said Bob Simmons,
principal of Roosevelt.
“Rachel Jackson is well deserving of
the George Drake Award because of her
positive attitude and her willingness to
help anyone in need,” said Roosevelt
teacher Mary Manceaux.
“Rachel is always wearing a smile.
She clearly loves life and she emanates
this love. She reminds me of Mr. Drake
because of that—he always seemed to
love life and what he was doing. I felt
good just being around him, and I feel
good when I’m around Rachel, too. I feel
fortunate to have taught her this school
year,” said Liz Leveque, Rachel’s English
teacher.
In recognition of her outstanding
character, the Kenner Star presented
Rachel with a commemorative plaque, a
savings bond, and her name has also been
transcribed on a memorial plaque in the
school’s library. ★
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People

Watch Your Language
By ED CLANCY
Those of you who read this column on
a regular basis may have figured out by
now that I complain on an annual basis
about the destruction of the English language. Well, it’s that time again.
Last year I promised that I would talk
specifically about famously and belief system. I will certainly do that and a lot more
before this diatribe is finished.
Famously is nothing more than a stupid adverb: “he famously wrote a fake
biography of Howard Hughes.” What we
should say is “he was famous for writing,
etc...”
And what the heck is a belief system?
Do they mean beliefs? Of course they do!
Religious refugees were persecuted for
their beliefs, not their belief system.
Putting up with this sort of nonsense is not

part of my habit system. Onward and
downward.
I’m not going to rest on my reputation
for logic and reason in discussing disconnect. I get so angry and wound up over
this one I must pass it off to my friend
Jack Lynch of Rutgers University:
“Me, personally, myself, I’d sooner go
to my grave than use disconnect as a noun
(“There’s a big disconnect between what
he says and what he does”): I feel so dirty
when I have to say it. The word lifestyle
makes my teeth itch, and I’d rather gnaw
my own leg off than say something like
“any way, shape, or form.”
Okay, so Jack got a little carried away,
but you see what I mean when it comes to
the overuse, misuse and abuse of the
Queen’s English. It’s not easy to restrain
one’s self.
Here are more of the most recent
entries on my linguistic hate list:
DONATIVE - I was on a committee for
something or other when I heard one of
my fellow members say, “...if the money
was donative (pronounced DOHN-a-tive),
then we can approve it.” I assume he

meant, “if the money was a donation....”
JUST SAY IT... DONATION!
VETTING - It supposedly means to
examine or evaluate: “He was vetted by
the White House to be UN Ambassador.”
Personally, I’ll let my cat’s doctor do the
vetting.
EFFORTING - to make an effort, as in
“we are efforting to get the details on that
robbery in Harahan.” I am efforting to forget I ever heard of it.
RBI - This is one that really chaps me.
In baseball lingo, RBI stands for “runs
batted in.” Since time immemorial baseball announcers have been saying, “Barry
Bonds (or whoever) had six RBIs.” Now I
am hearing, “Barry Bonds had six RBI.”
Note it’s “RBI.” Singular. That’s because
some retentive clown decided it would be
wrong to say “RBIs” since that would
mean he was saying “runs batted ins.”
Give us this day our daily break! RBIs is
not a double plural. Even though there is a
plural within a plural, it’s not a double plural. Even though “runs” is plural, RBIs is
singular. Can we seriously expect these
idiot announcers to say, “Barry Bonds are

www.worldclasscollision.com

rounding third?”
DUE DILIGENCE - I will probably
commit murder if I hear that one ever
again. I know that “due” is technically an
adjective. I can accept “due process,” or
“due course,” or “due respect,” (I’ll bet
your never heard “due respect” without
the word “all,” in front of it). But, somehow, “due diligence,” makes me feel
slimy. Don’t ask me why, I just feel it.
PREKNOWLEDGED - The same guy
who said “donative” also said, “Was he
preknowledged on that issue?” Now, this
apparently means, “did he know about it
beforehand?” I know that guy wanted to
make it a verb, as in “did he preknowledge
it?” I know he will succeed someday.
Actually, I preknowledge it.
Well, that’s the list to date. I will be
efforting to come up with one for next year.
I’m sure, with due diligence, I will . ★
Ed Clancy is the host of Kenner,
Everything’s Right Here, on KTV, Channel
76 on Cox Cable/Jefferson Parish. Clancy
can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.
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