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By ALLAN KATZ

The Louisiana Congressional delega-
tion has been asked by Kenner Mayor
Phil Capitano to use its stroke with the
FAA to compel Armstrong International

Airport to return the noise abatement
lands to the city.

During a recent visit to Washington,
D.C., Capitano told the congressional
delegation that in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina it has become vital to Kenner’s

future to get the noise abatement lands
returned and into commerce.

“This debate has been going on to no
avail for a decade, but now there is no
margin for error where Kenner is con-
cerned,” the mayor told Senators Mary
Landrieu and David Vitter, as well as
Congressmen Bobby Jindal, Charles
Melancon and Richard Baker.

The lands in question are in neigh-
borhoods adjacent to the airport and were
purchased with FAA funds because air-
port-related noises had made life unbear-
able for homeowners.

Now, the city wants the land returned
to Kenner so it can be converted to com-
mercial uses. “There are major compa-
nies interested in the land,” Capitano
said. “The use of this land for commer-
cial purposes will create jobs and proper-
ty taxes that Kenner is going to need des-
perately in the months and years ahead.
But the fact is that the airport is never
going to willingly allow Kenner to have
the use of these lands. They will do so
only if the congressional delegation and
the FAA insist on it in terms that leave
the Aviation Board no other choice.”

Roy Williams, Director of Aviation at
the airport, declined to comment for this
story. The members of the congressional
delegation, whom Mayor Capitano
addressed his complaints to, also
declined to comment at this time. ★

By ALLAN KATZ

Ilona Matar, Assistant Office Manager
for Code Enforcement, has been named
“City Employee of the Month” for

November.
One of her

fellow employ-
ees said of
Matar’s selec-
tion, “There
will never be
anyone more
deserving of
this honor than
Ilona. She has
a wonderful
heart. When-

ever a city employee has problems, Ilona is
the first one to offer assistance and com-
forting. She is such a good person.”

Matar was hired as a city employee in
November 1976. But before that she was

continued on page 31

City asks Congressional, 
FAA help to get noise abatement land returned
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Ilona Matar

Williams Boulevard Baptist Church
carries out ministry-oriented mission
in Kenner and abroad

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Phil Capitano has asked
for the assistance of the Louisiana

congressional delegation to get spe-
cial help to repair and improve as
many as 800 “substantially damaged”
Kenner homes hit hard by Hurricane
Katrina.

The mayor and a small team of
aides met in Washington, D.C. and in
Kenner with U.S. Senators Mary

Landrieu and David Vitter, as well as
Congressmen Bobby Jindal, a Kenner
resident; Charles Melancon, St.
Charles Parish; and Richard Baker,
East Baton Rouge Parish.

Capitano is asking for a combina-
tion of HUD community development
block grant funds, hazard mitigation
funds and SBA grants or loans to
assist those with substantially dam-
aged homes who will now have to
meet all current city codes and most
likely raise their base elevation.

Mayor Capitano said he expects
Kenner homeowners with flood
insurance, who have suffered exten-
sive damage to avail themselves of
Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC)
funds of up to $30,000 through their 
insurance companies.

“But, given the costs of construction
in our region, we don’t think that
$30,000 in most cases will be enough,”
Capitano said. “It is likely that the costs

City seeks additional federal aid for
“substantially” damaged Kenner homes

continued on page 33❆

By TROY BROUSSARD

In August of 2003, the Williams
Boulevard Baptist Church, located at 3000
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, served as a
backdrop for the achievement of a

Guinness World Record as musician Randy
Rumbelow played for 53 straight hours on
an 88-key baby grand piano in the build-
ing’s sanctuary. Members of the church’s
congregation will tell you, however, that
what truly makes their church amazing on a
regular basis is the sense of family that
exists there, and the loving acts of service
that flow through their community min-
istries.

Identified by a large blue and white
neon sign that welcomes city visitors who
exit I-10 at Williams, the Williams
Boulevard Baptist Church is a member of
the Baptist Association of Greater New

continued on page 32

The much-anticipated FEMA damage
assessment list has finally been turned over
to the city of Kenner and out of the 2,800
homes assessed, 2,012 homeowners are
being notified that they do not have sub-
stantial damage and will not have to raise
their homes to the current base flood ele-
vation. The FEMA list indicates there are
616 homes, however, that fall between the
45 and 55 percent damage range and will
require further evaluation to deter-
mine if they are truly substantially
damaged. The FEMA list shows
that 205 homes in the University
City and Lincoln Manner subdivi-
sions do have substantial damage
and may be required to meet all cur-
rent city codes. The damage assess-
ment list can be viewed on the city’s
website at www.kenner.la.us, or
homeowners can call Kenner Code
Enforcement at 468-4062 or 468-
4070 for information about the list.

FEMA damage
assessments in for
Kenner…Over 2000
homes are cleared
to begin repairs

continued on page 25

Ilona Matar of Code
Enforcement is city
employee of month

Local busi-
nessman Ben
Zahn, owner of
Zahn’s Florals
Plants and
D e c o r a t i n g ,
r e c e n t l y
announced the
kickoff of his
campaign to
fill Kenner’s
District 3 City

Council seat, a position presently occupied
by Councilwoman Jeannie Black. Black is
prevented by term limits from seeking re-
election in April of 2006.

A Kenner resident for over 19 years,
Zahn has served as past president and sec-
retary of the Kenner Rotary Club and

continued on page 21

Ben Zahn
announces bid for
Kenner’s District 3
City Council seat

A Katrina
Khristmas
A Katrina
Khristmas
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Melchers Law Firm
Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law

909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner

(504) 467-1092

We listen, we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

By ALLAN KATZ

Boyd Gaming, the Nevada-based compa-
ny that owns the Kenner-based Treasure
Chest Casino, has been asked by Mayor Phil
Capitano to make a major investment in
improving Kenner’s lakefront.

Capitano visited Boyd Gaming execu-
tives in Las Vegas last month to ask for their
help in the rebuilding of Kenner following
Hurricane Katrina.

“We had a very good meeting that includ-
ed Bill Boyd, the C.E.O. of Boyd Gaming,
and they agreed to take our requests under
consideration,” said Capitano. “I feel very
good about Boyd Gaming’s commitment to
Kenner and I’m hopeful that they will do all
they possibly can to help us.”

Mayor Capitano also asked Boyd
Gaming to make an advance minimum pay-

ment of about $520,000 to the city treasury
for the months of September and part of
October to help Kenner’s cash flow.

Mayor Capitano also requested Boyd
help fund an amphitheater on the lakefront
which could become a community meeting
place where movies could be shown and con-
certs could be held. The cost of the amphithe-
ater is estimated to be about $2.6 million.

“One of the points I made is that the
Treasure Chest has become a strong lakefront
anchor for Kenner, but our lakefront is still
much underutilized. It would be great if Boyd
would take a strong leadership position in the
development of the lakefront,” said Capitano.

The mayor said he also stressed to Boyd
executives the appreciation of Kenner for the
quick reopening of the Treasure Chest soon
after Hurricane Katrina. ★
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Building fees waived and
Code Enforcement extends hours

Kenner asks Boyd Gaming to invest in amphitheater

Community★ ★

On November 21, 2005, Mayor
Capitano ordered waiving all permit fees
and the refunding of any fees previously
paid by Kenner homeowners. The Kenner
City Council formally approved his action
on December 1, 2005. All fees including
building permits, electrical, plumbing and
mechanical fees are waived. This measure
reflects similar actions recently taken by
other local governments, including the
Jefferson Parish Council.

“I believe this is the right thing to do to
help our city continue to move forward in its
recovery,” said Mayor Phil Capitano.

In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, Capitano cut the fee for building
permits in half, but said he could not elimi-
nate all fees at that time because of the pre-
carious financial state of the city and the
need to hire more inspectors. Capitano cred-
ited recent action by the Kenner City

Council in approving a federal loan for the
city as the reason that Kenner can now
waive all fees while still meeting its finan-
cial obligations.

“Our residents were hit hard by the
storm and they need our support. I wish we
could have cut fees from the beginning, but
financial concerns dictated a different
course. With the financial backup we now
have, we felt the city was able to do away
with all fees,” Capitano said.

Kenner’s Code Enforcement Department
issues permits and has extended its hours in
order to accommodate the many permit
requests. The department is now open from
8:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m. each weekday and
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays
until further notice. The Permitting Office is
located at 2000 18th Street on the first floor
of the Kenner Annex Building. Call 468-
4062 or 468-4063 for more information. ★

Peace. It is man’s most fervent
prayer and often Kenner’s most

elusive dream. Violent crime reached
intolerable levels this year. Criminals
weren’t the only ones on attack,
however. Our public officials
sometimes seemed more interested in
attacking one another than criminals.

Then there was hurricane season.
Hurricane Katrina reminded us of
the violent side of nature, taking lives
and property, separating families, and
changing our beloved Louisiana
beyond recognition.

As we prepare for this blessed
Christmas Season, let us give thanks

for our military men and women
who guard freedom and ensure peace
across America.  Let us give thanks to
our police, fire, emergency medical
personnel, and municipal employees
whose dedicated service protects
Kenner through all adversity.

Let us pray that the New Year will
bring peace to Kenner. And may the
message of the angels announcing the
birth of our Savior sound clear again,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”

Paid for by the P.J. Hahn Campaign. | www.pjhahn.com  |  504.469.2644

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ACCEPT ALL HMOs and PPOs,

OCHSNER & MEDICAID
New Patients

and
Newborn Conferences

Welcomed

443-KIDS
Monday - Friday  8:30 - 5:00  •  Saturday  8:30 - 12:00

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

Se habla Español

Each year members of the Kenner Police Department serve Thanksgiving meals to
senior citizens at the Kenner Council on Aging facility located at 641 Compromise Street.
Serving the holiday meals on November 16 are Officer Ninoska Guggenheim, left, and
Officer Charlotte Synigal, right.

KPD serves Thanksgiving dinner to senior citizens
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By ALLAN KATZ

If you’re a regular reader of this column,
it is no secret to you that over the years
Mayor Phil Capitano and I have not always
been in agreement. And that’s putting it
mildly.

But I do believe in giving credit where
it’s due and the fact is that Mayor Capitano
and his team have been at the top of their
game since Hurricane Katrina formed in the
Gulf of Mexico and began heading toward
South Louisiana.

After 42 years in the journalism busi-
ness, I’ve never been able to figure out why
some people buckle in moments of stress
while others respond like champions. In
fact, I’ve often been fooled. Folks who I
thought could handle any crisis have folded
right before my eyes while others who I
thought would fold have responded coolly,
calmly and brilliantly.

I’ve known Phil Capitano for a long time

and never thought he would fold or collapse
in a pressure situation, but his performance
during Katrina has far exceeded my expec-
tations. He and his staff have simply done a
superb job. I think every decision they’ve
made has been a good one. The icing on the
cake to this point is the superbly-put-togeth-
er twenty-page Power Point presentation for
the funding of the rebuilding of Kenner that
Capitano and his aides took to Washington,
D.C. for a presentation to the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. It is simply a superb
piece of work. You can view it yourself at
www.kenner.la.us. Consider too that it was
put together under extreme pressure and
tight deadlines.

One congressional aide who has sat in
post-Katrina meetings with many Louisiana
mayors told me, “The norm is that they
come up here with little or no documenta-
tion and plead for help, which is quite
understandable given all that has happened
in Louisiana. But Capitano and his team
came loaded for bear. They had pictures,
they had numbers and they have a plan. I
don’t know what the outcome of all this is
going to be, but Kenner by far had the best,

most coherent and well organized presenta-
tion that I’ve seen so far.”

The mayor and his team have also
become experts at the arcane and confusing
language of disaster response legislation.
Capitano can talk about FEMA Section 404
Hazard Mitigation Grants with the best of
them. The mayor and his team have also
come up with an excellent concept for creat-
ing financial assistance for all of the Kenner
homeowners who suffered severe damage to
their residences and will need additional
financial assistance to raise their elevation
and other improvements to make their
homes less vulnerable to future hurricanes.

The mayor’s battles with Armstrong
International Airport go back to the very
start of his political career. The point he is
making to the congressional delegation and
the FAA is that Kenner is going to need the
return of the noise abatement properties
adjacent to the airport if the Kenner econo-
my is to maximize its potential in the post-
Katrina era. To his credit, Mayor Capitano
has been making his points without going
into a rant about all the things that he thinks
the airport has done wrong in the last 50

years, nor has he personalized his argument.
I think that’s the right way to do it.

It’s also been interesting to see Mayor
Capitano, his department heads and other
aides jell into a smoothly-operating team. In
my experience, no mayor – however smart
or energetic – can do it all by himself. For a
mayor to be effective, he’s got to be backed
by a group of people who like him, share his
goals and are willing to work 24/7 if need be
to get the job done.

In the days since Hurricane Katrina
whirled ashore, the Capitano team seems to
have really come together. They appear to be
one for all and all for one, and if you know
anything about Kenner politics then you
know how rare that is.

In all these years, I’m quite sure that I’ve
never given Phil Capitano an A+ for any-
thing. But he and his team have earned it in
the wake of Hurricane Katrina. I’m sure that
the mayor would agree that we all hope this
never happens to Kenner or South Louisiana
again in our lifetimes or that of our children.
For this shining moment, Mayor Capitano
has done a great job for Kenner. ★
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By JEFF CROUERE

What a difference a few months make!
Back in September, President Bush spoke to
the nation in front of Jackson Square promis-
ing that the New Orleans area would rise
from the ashes and return to its former glory.
Since that time, no federal legislation has
been approved, except for the aid package of
$62 billion that was passed in the initial days
after the hurricane hit the Gulf Coast. The
assistance, while helpful, is intended to cover
rebuilding efforts along the entire region of
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, and bil-
lions of dollars remain to be spent.

Questions abound about no-bid contracts,
politically connected deals with politicians
and the usual bureaucratic mismanagement.
Meanwhile, the entire state of Louisiana is
suffering, as over 331,000 jobs have been lost
and 81,000 businesses have been negatively
impacted by the hurricanes. Temporary hous-
ing remains a critical issue and residents
everywhere are looking to FEMA for assis-
tance, yet there are not enough trailers and
not enough answers. FEMA, which has been
so tardy and so inefficient in the distribution
of assistance, now reports that displaced res-

idents will soon stop receiving rental pay-
ments, thereby kicking thousands of hurri-
cane evacuees out of hotels.

While the problems and challenges
mount, the response from Capitol Hill has
been woefully inadequate. Several weeks
ago, New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin visited
the White House and Congressional leaders
and claimed that “I’m starting to sense a little
Katrina fatigue on the Hill.” Unfortunately,
other issues and disasters have taken center
stage in Washington, D.C. and the Katrina
story is no longer on the front pages.

Some leaders in Congress have been
reluctant to support recovery efforts in
Louisiana because of our long-standing
image of corruption, which has not been
helped by the recent arrest of a St. Tammany
Parish Councilman. Other leaders claim to be
concerned about the rising federal deficit and
worry about writing a “blank check” to lead-
ers that cannot be trusted with the funds.
While these concerns are delaying action at
the federal level, tremendous recovery efforts
still need to be accomplished. In a recent tour
of the devastated Lower 9th Ward and St.
Bernard Parish, I was stunned by the utter
destruction and the scope of the job that
remains. There are blocks and blocks, and
miles and miles of annihilation. Many of our
political leaders display a brave façade, but
are privately exasperated and irritated by the
slow pace of assistance. It will take years of
Herculean efforts and billions of dollars to

recover from this catastrophe. If this area is to
come back better than ever, we are going to
need solid commitments from private sector
donors as well as the local, state and espe-
cially federal government. While some in
Congress claim that the money is coming and
that they care about Louisiana, the evidence
on the ground is lacking.

Unfortunately, Mayor Nagin and
Governor Blanco have not been able to gain a
commitment from President Bush or
Congress for Category 5 levees and coastal
restoration, the single most important factors
in the rebuilding effort. All that has been
authorized is a study that will take six
months. In the meantime, investigators con-
tinue to find problems with the levee con-
struction by the Army Corps of Engineers,
the same agency that is charged with making
the repairs in time for the next hurricane sea-
son. Is there a more obvious case of the fox
guarding the hen house?

Now as Congress prepares for the holi-
days and an extended vacation, the hurricane
victims continue to wait. Various packages of
tax relief and incentives for small businesses
are being discussed on Capitol Hill, but the
truly substantial assistance that is needed has
not arrived. While our politicians try to put a
positive spin on the discussions and point to
progress, in reality, it has been an extremely
slow recovery. In fact, much more progress
would be occurring in Louisiana, if only our

Katrina fatigue hinders recovery

continued on page 17

Give credit where it’s due, Capitano administration
has responded superbly to the Katrina crisis

From the Editor★ ★

Political Review★ ★



6  DECEMBER 2005 KENNER ST★ R

4. Drainage Pump to the River – a new pumping sta-
tion that will drain south Kenner by redirecting water flow
to the river rather than the lake.

5. Sewer Collection System Plan – the addition of 11
permanent generators, five mobile generators, a seven day
supply of diesel fuel at each generator site and elevation of
control panels.

6. Wastewater Treatment Plants – upgrades to treat-
ment plants and the force main system to accommodate the
infiltration and inflow of storm water introduced into the
collection system during major flood events.

7. Streets and Sidewalks – repairs to hurricane dam-
aged and weakened road bases, streets, sidewalks and
driveways.

8. Emergency Operations Center – Four-story structure
that can withstand a Category 5 hurricane designed to

accommodate 50 essential personnel, food storage (MREs)
and water, and a communications trailer.

Our plan was well-received in Washington and we are
looking forward to working with the federal government
on these projects as soon as possible.

I am proud to say that Kenner is leading the way in recov-
ery and rebirth for the entire metropolitan area. But there is
much more work to be done. I can assure you that just as we
overcame the many obstacles during and immediately after
the storm, we will persevere in our efforts to rebuild and make
Kenner an even better place to work and live.

A more detailed outline of this plan is available on our
website at www.kenner.la.us.

As always, I welcome your input. Please feel free to
contact me with your suggestions via email to kennermay-
or@kenner.la.us or call 468-7240. ★

Rebuilding Kenner: The Capitano plan

Government★ ★

By PHIL CAPITANO
Kenner Mayor

Now is the time to make sure that the next storm will not wreak
the havoc Katrina did. There is much talk about all the money need-
ed, but very few concrete, viable plans. Well, Kenner has a plan that
is not only viable, but also paramount to our continued recovery,
growth, and safety. Recently, I met with our Congressional Delegation
in Washington, D.C. to present this recovery plan, the first step
towards implementation. The plan calls for significant support to pro-
mote the city’s infrastructure and economic revitalization. Since the
city is part of the Jefferson Parish Mitigation Plan, Kenner is now eli-
gible for FEMA Section 404 Hazard Mitigation Grant Funds. The
proposed plan includes these elements:

1. Homeowner Financial assistance – (For those whose homes
were substantially damaged) – federal funds such as community
development block grants, hazard mitigation funds, and SBA grants
to assist those with the costly task of raising their homes to current
base elevations.

2. Laketown Park – includes reconstruction of a concrete fishing
pier and concrete seawall to prevent future shoreline erosion.

3. Subsurface Drainage – a comprehensive upgrade to the system
of ditches, culverts and subsurface drainage piping throughout the
city.

Leader in the construction equipment industry is
seeking qualified SERVICE TECHNICIANS
for our Kenner, LA location. H & E offers a
competitive wage/benefit package and invests
strongly in employee training and develop-
ment. Heavy earth-moving or crane equipment
experience is required.

Resumes to 225-298-5361OR
online www.hehiring.com

AA/EOE

Want to
become

a chef?
Join the

Culinary Arts Department at 
Louisiana Tech College

5200 Blair Drive in Metairie, LA
(504) 736-7072

REGISTRATION FOR THE NEXT SEMESTER (SPRING)
STARTS JANUARY 11 - 13, 2006

American Culinary Federation Designed Program (ACF)
…many other programs

Award Winning Chef/Instructor Norman Watson

By EDGAR BERNARD
Kenner Community Service Director

Every now and again we
all need a little help from our
friends. In the new post-
Katrina world, many of our
fellow residents need assis-
tance more than ever. Kenner’s
Food Bank is here to help.

The Food Bank distrib-
utes non-perishable and often
times fresh food to Kenner
residents in need of a helping
hand. With a show of a dri-

ver’s license, a person or family can get a supply of food. The
Food Bank is located in the former Barbre Middle School at
1610 Third Street, and is open Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For more information, residents may
call 468-7204 or just drop by the center. The Hurricane
Katrina Relief Distribution Center at Woodward Gym has
closed, but all remaining supplies were sent to Kenner Cares,
also located at Barbre Middle. Kenner residents may receive

clothing and other available provisions while supplies last.
On another note, our laser projector in the Planetarium

and MegaDome Cinema, which was damaged by Hurricane
Katrina, will soon be fully functional with its infinite array
of colors and designs. If you enjoyed our most recent show,
Fright Light, then you are going to love our latest offering,
Laser Holiday. With Christmas and other holiday songs, this
spectacular show is not to be missed, plus it’s great for the
whole family.

After the laser show, check out our latest hit in the
MegaDome Cinema, Dolphins. This film is proving to be
quite a blockbuster; the empty seats in the auditorium are
few and far between. This movie really is too big to miss!

We are sad to report that our annual fundraiser to bene-
fit the Friends of Rivertown, Twilight at Twelfth Night, will
be postponed until next Mardi Gras. We are, however, plan-
ning quite a bash for 2007 to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Mardi Gras in Jefferson Parish.

Finally, don’t forget about Santa Claus every weekend
from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Kenner’s Christmas Village,
along with train rides, hamburgers, hot dogs, hot chocolate
and the thousands of lights and decorations throughout
Veterans Park. We hope to see you there! ★

Holidays provide opportunity for
giving and togetherness in Kenner 

Mayor Phil Capitano, along with council members
Michele Branigan, Jeannie Black, Kent Denapolis and
Marc Johnson invite everyone to their Holly Jolly
Christmas Party on Friday, December 16 from 7:00 p.m.
– 11:00 p.m. at the Pontchartrain Center. The free party
is open to everyone and includes food, drinks and music
by Old School and D.J. Brandon Brocato. A cash bar
will be available with a portion of the proceeds benefit-
ing the Kenner Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund.

“My friends on the council and I got together and
decided that we needed to do this. The citizens of
Kenner need a break so we want everyone to come on
out and celebrate the Christmas season with us,” says
Mayor Capitano. “This is our way of saying thanks for
staying the course and coming back to rebuild Kenner.”
District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis agrees. “We
wanted to usher in some much needed holiday cheer in

the midst of the destruction surrounding us. We are
looking forward to spending a fun evening with our
friends and neighbors.”

“After what people in this city have experienced,
they need something to lift their spirits while they
rebuild,” said District 1 Councilman Marc Johnson.
“Christmas is a time of joy. If we can help put some joy
in people’s lives right now with all they have been
through, that is the true spirit of Christmas,” says
District 3 Councilwoman Jeannie Black.

District 4 Councilman Michele Branigan added,
“This holiday party is so important for our community
in putting Hurricane Katrina behind us. This is a way
for us to embrace each other remembering the bad times
and lift each other up looking ahead to the good times
to come. I am hoping this party is a Category 10! ★

Kick up your heels at Kenner’s free
Holly Jolly Christmas party



KENNER ST★ R DECEMBER 2005  7

By RON HAMPTON

Many older
women with
sizeable estates
are confused
about what
actions they
should take to
preserve their
financial securi-
ty and their
estate for heirs.
They often say,

“When my husband was alive, he took care of
that.” What follows are some general pointers
that can provide some direction for these older
women.

Inaction can be just as bad as incorrect
action. We often think that we can only make a
mistake by acting. However, failure to take action
can be just as costly. Look at what happens when
we don’t change the oil in our cars. The engine
can be damaged and result in a $5,000 rebuild
job. Doing nothing should not be considered a
safe solution, since inaction can be costly. The
markets, taxes and changing legislation could
erode the value of an estate while the owner pro-
crastinates.

Financial matters are not confusing. Do not
deal with anyone who makes financial matters
complicated or uses jargon. If you cannot follow

100 percent of what he or she advises, then
switch to another advisor. Such issues are con-
fusing only when you select someone who is a
poor teacher or guide.

Make sure you have adequate income for
your personal needs. You need to put on paper a
list of monthly expenses. With a totaled list, you
can then determine (or have a financial advisor
do so) how much of your investments are
required for income. The remaining investments
can be allocated for growth of your estate.

Confide in someone and show him or her
your total situation. In other words, show a qual-
ified advisor all of your investment statements,
bank accounts, and insurance policies. With the
whole picture out in plain view, you can start to
get appropriate advice.

These recommendations will lead to better
peace of mind by finding and disclosing to an
advisor your circumstances so that you can get
quality advice. ★

Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at 3500
North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie. Hampton
is a Certified Retirement Financial Advisor™ and
author of “Retirement Land Mines and How to
Avoid Them.” He can be reached at 1-800-569-
2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net. The website is
www.RetirementPlanningAssociates.net. His
firm is a participant in the Better Business
Bureau CARE program.

Older women and financial challenges

We can see you today at our Airline location!
671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner (Re-Opening 2006) 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663

Retirement & Investing★ ★

Charles P. Murphy, M.D.
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Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
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Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Amy H. Phelan, M.D.
 Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Fellowship Training Advanced Spinal Injections

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Physical Medicine & Reconstructive Surgery

Luis M. Espinoza M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon
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Faithwalk★ ★

The greatest gift

Retirement Planning Associates
Certified Retirement Financial Advisors™

“We repair broken retirement accounts.”

Specializing in:
• 401(k) and 403(b) rollovers
• IRA to Roth IRA conversions
• CD alternatives
• Market Index Annuities

Call Ron Hampton

504-466-7392

By CARL CLEVELAND

As the year-end holidays approach, the thoughts of many turn to
identifying and giving the perfect gift. But things are different in
south Louisiana this year.

The national media, with regularity, and the local media, on a
daily basis, remind us that a pall hangs over the holidays in our area
because of the hurricane devastation. We are displaced, stunned,
broke, desperate, unemployed, overwhelmed by uncertainty, angry,
disappointed, separated from families, and, in many cases, homeless.
We are pushed beyond our ability to cope. Where will we turn? The
immediate, eternal, infallible and time tested answer is that we turn
to God in faith and go where He leads without whimpering, griping
or fear.

We are in for a great adventure if we can only keep ourselves
wrapped in faith and motivated by hope.

One of the most remarkable rewards of faith is that we learn
through personal experience and from our family, church or social
culture that it is when we seem to be the most abandoned by God that
he is in fact closest to us and most ready to demonstrate his love and
real presence. Since the hurricane devastation was so widespread and
unprecedented, we can expect an at least equal and offsetting
rebound if we hang in there in faith. My family’s practice has been
to start a written list of blessings that would not have occurred except

for the devastating tragedy.
When I was wrongly convicted and sent to prison, my

family started a list of blessings that grew to over six feet
in length before my conviction was reversed by the
Supreme Court, and I was released. We had a similar expe-
rience with my cancer, and now we eagerly look forward
to God’s surprises following the hurricane. He has already
started. Let me give you some examples.

First, the downside. Although my home was damaged,
the damage was mostly superficial and repairable because
the house didn’t flood. My business was another story. I
operated a beautiful offshore fishing boat and lodge out of
Venice, Louisiana. Both were utterly destroyed. It took six
weeks to find the boat, which was mangled almost beyond
recognition. The lodge was still there, but only because it
was so far under water when the winds hit. It, too, was a
total loss. Unfortunately, my insurance will only cover
about half of the boat loss, and none of the lodge loss.
Sadly, I am now out of the fishing business which I
enjoyed so much, and the dollar loss is a shock.

One of my brothers lost his job, and another was trans-
ferred to Houston. A daughter, her husband, and three
young children were about to move into a new house in
Madisonville, which was 90 percent complete. Her rented
house was destroyed, and she suffered long delays as a
result of damage, scarce materials, and workers who left.
My youngest daughter was left without a high school to
attend. I was out of state when the storm hit and couldn’t
get back for weeks. One son-in-law couldn’t even commu-
nicate with his employer about whether he had a job to
return to. The most pressing problem was the planned
wedding of my fifth daughter, which was scheduled for a
few days after the hurricane in the French Quarter. I was
due to start what was, more or less, a last ditch chemother-
apy the very day of the hurricane. There were many other
problems, great and small, in my large family, but these
will illustrate how God takes us from our greatest despair
to our greatest joy, if we will hang in there in faith. This
happens to individuals, to families and whole communi-
ties.

Now, the upside in only ninety days. My home in
Kenner was ready to be reoccupied as soon as the power
was back on. My mother-in-law immediately moved back
in with her cat, who didn’t want to live anywhere else. She
spent days taking photos of the damage to the area. My
business losses will be tax deductible, and I can make a
low interest rate SBA loan to get back into business if I
decide to do so. My brother who lost his job now has a bet-
ter job, with a better future and better pay. He also sold a
house he has had on the market for years. The brother who
was transferred to Houston has been told his company will
return to Louisiana, but will locate on the north shore clos-
er to his home. My daughter who was building her dream
home found a master carpenter who was working as a gar-
dener out of necessity. He did both jobs for her, and she
has now moved into her dream home.

With six daughters, four sons-in-law, eight grandchil-
dren, a mother-in-law, my wife, myself, four cats and two
large dogs to house for an indefinite period of time, tem-
porary housing was a problem. Old friends from
Beaumont and Houston offered us the use of their homes.
Both couples were out of town indefinitely. We not only
had shelter, but some of life’s luxuries we wouldn’t have
had at home.

My 16 year old, Caitlin, may have had the best experi-
ence. Mount Carmel Academy, which she attended, was
devastated by the flood. She needed a new school. One day
we got a call in Houston that St. Joseph’s Academy in
Baton Rouge was accepting some refugee students. She

and I dropped everything and immediately drove to Baton
Rouge. She was accepted the next day! Not only did she
make straight A’s, but she made the starting rotation on the
St. Joseph’s volleyball team that had won four straight
state titles. She and her mom and I were immediately
accepted by everyone. Although her team narrowly lost the
state championship in a close game, she received all-dis-
trict honors. More importantly, she learned that former bit-
ter rivals from other New Orleans schools could soon
become fast friends as fellow evacuees and teammates. I
have enjoyed becoming a regular substitute teacher at the
school.

Caitlin is also a basketball player. Although she is only
a junior in high school, she is being recruited by literally
dozens of colleges. She was disappointed that the list of
recruiters didn’t include LSU. When volleyball ended, bas-
ketball started immediately. Caitlin’s new basketball coach
is a former LSU standout. After a few games, Caitlin has
made enough of an impression on her new coach so that
she is now being recruited by LSU.

Since we would need housing in Baton Rouge, I called
an old friend for a reference on a realtor. He said there was
no need to call one because he had a quaint old farmhouse
for us to use that had recently been renovated. He refused
to accept any rent. Not only are we comfortable, but we are
in a setting of huge oak trees and manicured horse pastures
in the middle of Baton Rouge, and we love it.

The son-in-law uncertain about his old dead-end job
that he hated, not only got a new job with a great compa-
ny in Dallas, but a place to live rent-free much like our set-
ting in Baton Rouge. The wedding was moved seamlessly
to Washington, D.C., where the groom lived and worked.
We got refunds of all of our New Orleans’ deposits, and we
got to meet a lot of the groom’s family we wouldn’t other-
wise have met.

The most amazing development was my planned
chemotherapy. I found a new oncologist at the Mary Bird
Perkins Cancer Center in Baton Rouge. After some delay,
I also located my old oncologist. A whole series of new
MRIs, bone scans, etc. were done along with endless blood
tests. During the delay, a medical journal published the
results of a promising new prostate cancer treatment.
Large doses of an already FDA approved lung cancer med-
ication, and anti-epileptic seizure medication have been
demonstrated to kill a broad range of cancer lesions in lab
rats and monkeys. I am literally the first human test sub-
ject. My family thinks the treatment will surely succeed
since the former test subjects are all from such close gene
pools. I am now five weeks into the therapy and feel better
daily. Could it be that the hurricane will not only save my
life, but also the lives of many others if my treatment is
successful!

From a financial standpoint, two long-forgotten debts
owed to me for many years have been repaid since the hur-
ricane. These repayments will cover much of my business
losses. The list goes on and on. Through one tragedy after
another, my family and I have learned to wait with eager
anticipation what God has in store for us each time we
think we have been tested beyond our endurance.

Truly, the greatest gift offered to us by God and the
greatest gift we can pass along to our families is the gift of
undying faith – no matter what happens. Uncertainty can
be maddening or exciting depending on our attitudes. Rely
on faith. Then get ready to start your own list of blessings
growing out of your tragic losses caused by Katrina. ★

Carl Cleveland can be reached via email at kenstar-
cwc@aol.com.
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It is time to put Louisiana back to work

Government★ ★

By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District

There are
still many
pressing needs
in the recovery
effort – provid-
ing food, shel-
ter and clothing
to evacuees is
at the top of
that list.
However, the
best way to

ensure the long-term success of the rebuild-
ing effort is to get Louisiana businesses
back on their feet and the men and women
of our state back to work.

Louisiana’s economy was in trouble
even before the hurricanes struck. We were
losing jobs to the rest of the Southeast and
trailing behind most of the nation in many
economic indicators. For example,
Louisiana ranked 49th in the nation in the
number of high technology jobs as a per-
centage of the total workforce. The state
also ranked 41st in the nation in the number
of civilian scientists and engineers in the
workforce. These are the industries that will
provide the basis of the economy for the
next century. Since Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, our problems have been exacerbated.
Road blocks that slowed our economic
growth have been magnified by the new
hurdles these tragedies have laid before us.
We need to be forward thinking, rebuilding
what was great about Louisiana, while rec-
ognizing that some things need to be
improved.

These days the economic forecast
seems bleak. Many local businesses are
either closed, temporarily relocated, or
worse. The effort to help businesses re-
open and return to the state needs to begin
even as we work on the roads, bridges and
buildings that have been damaged.

And one way to do that is to let
Louisiana businesses participate in the
rebuilding. Investors must be spurred to
take business risks in these uncertain times,
stimulating additional investment and capi-
tal in the region. Billions of dollars in con-
tracts will be awarded by state and federal
agencies in the coming months. If those
contracts are directed towards local busi-
nesses, then that money will support
Louisiana businesses, create local jobs, and
find its way back into the local economy.
As of October 12, only two percent of the
nearly $2 billion in contracts awarded by
FEMA had gone to Louisiana companies.
This certainly illustrates the need to help
our local businesses even more. This will
not be a handout – these businesses will be
paid for an honest day’s work – but it is
common sense to help us help ourselves.
The quicker Louisiana’s economy gets up

and running, the stronger the state’s tax
base will be, and less of each taxpayer’s
money will have to be spent by the govern-
ment on rebuilding.

I have introduced legislation that will
remove some of the burdensome federal
taxes that might make people think twice
about the challenges of rebuilding in the
disaster area, and I have also called for a
coordinated effort to remove unnecessary
regulation that may hinder the recovery.
This is a first step on the federal level,
removing capital gains taxes and not taxing
investment in new infrastructure. The state
needs to be an equal partner in the effort to
stimulate business by matching these cuts,
removing state tax on debt, new equipment,
and utilities.

I have also introduced legislation to
provide incentives for businesses to rein-
vest in Louisiana, encouraging them to
spend money and expand their operations.
The legislation will direct the federal gov-
ernment to look first to local businesses
when offering contracts, and I hope the
state will do the same. Again, I hope the
state will follow suit and look to local taxes
and regulations that can be eliminated to
make Louisiana more competitive.

We can, and will, rebuild Louisiana. We
will rebuild the roads, bridges, levees, hos-
pitals, and infrastructure. We will help peo-
ple move home. However, if we fail to bring
businesses back, if we fail to fix the prob-
lems that were plaguing our economy
before the hurricanes, then the Louisiana
we rebuild will be just an empty shell.

Louisianians want to work; we want to
get back to normal. Now it is up to the state
and the federal government to make sure
there are jobs and businesses for people to
return to at home.

Louisiana and the rest of the Gulf Coast
region face significant challenges and are
at a crossroads. We can either let
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita be the force
that broke our state, or the tragedy that we
overcame to build a better Louisiana. We
cannot afford to repeat the pre-hurricane
mistakes that put Louisiana at the bottom of
all rankings, and we must not rebuild with-
out improving. ★

Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
Congressional District covers Jefferson,
Orleans, St. Charles, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally and
in Washington, D.C. and can be reached via
his Southshore office at 3525 North
Causeway Boulevard, Suite 1020, Metairie,
Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to Congressman
Jindal directly at www.Jindal.house.gov.

2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA  70065
468-3237
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•
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Kenner looters could face stiff sentences if convicted under new law

Community★ ★

By TROY BROUSSARD

As the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina
unfolded on television, few will ever forget
the images of New Orleans lawlessness that
spotlighted looters who took everything
from shoes to electronics to beer in a crimi-
nal free-for-all. While similar thefts in
Jefferson Parish received far less media
coverage, over 276 adult arrests for looting
were made by local law enforcement agen-
cies, with 84 of those arrests originating in

Kenner. According to the Jefferson Parish
District Attorney’s Office, those convicted
of looting local homes and businesses could
face stiff sentences under a newly amended
law that went into effect only a few weeks
ahead of when the storm made landfall.

Persons found guilty of violating the
recently added section “C” of Louisiana
Revised Statute 14:62.5, the state’s looting
law, will receive mandatory jail time of no
less than three years without the benefit of
probation, parole, or suspension of sentence,

and additionally could be fined up to ten
thousand dollars. The new section specifi-
cally addresses the crime of looting that
occurs during the existence of a government
declared state of emergency. Section “B” of
the same statute allows for a sentence of up
to 15 years at hard labor and a fine of up to
ten thousand dollars, but sentencing is
instead ultimately left to a judge’s discretion.

Contrary to what was popularly reported
in the media during the storm, in the case of
theft by a looter, the law does not distinguish
between items typically thought of as neces-
sary for survival and all other types of mer-
chandise. Tim McElroy, Chief of Screening
for the Jefferson Parish District Attorney’s
Office, indicated however that the looting

task force set up by District Attorney Paul
Connick, Jr. reviewed each case carefully,
taking circumstances into account before
deciding whether or not to prosecute.

“The last thing that we want to do is
charge someone who was desperate to sur-
vive in the wake of the storm. We did file
charges, however, against those who took
alcohol or tobacco, or other items such as
televisions and DVD’s,” McElroy said.
McElroy also indicated that the task force
considered elements including the date of
the offense and the location, such as a theft
in a food store versus a private residence.

The DA’s office indicated that it expects
the looting cases to begin proceeding to trial
sometime in early 2006. ★

Trek • Giant • Felt • Haro • Diamond Back
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Now
Open!
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3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5 • 465-9590
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SINCE 1985

By ALLAN KATZ

Contractors have removed more than
900,000 cubic yards of debris from Kenner
streets and curb sides, but the job is still not
finished.

“The contractor is working very hard to get
all the debris off Kenner streets,” said Kenner
Public Information Officer Karen Boudrie.
“We have had 20 crews working every day
since September. They’ve only taken three
days off the entire time. We’re all very anxious

to get this phase of the recovery completed.”
The temporary debris reduction site on

Airline Drive closed on Thanksgiving week-
end, which has somewhat slowed debris
removal because pick-up crews now must
make the long drive to the landfill where debris
is being received.

FEMA has extended its deadline for full
payment on debris removal until mid-January.
Boudrie said, however, that no deadline has
been set yet for ending debris removal in
Kenner. “We want to get it all,” she said. ★

More than 900,000 cubic yards of debris
removed from Kenner streets with more to come

By ALLAN KATZ

Despite obstacles created by Hurricane
Katrina, work crews have resumed work on
all of the five capital projects previously
underway in Kenner.

“Work has been resumed in October on
the Vintage Street Bridge, the demolition of
the old Sewerage Treatment Plant Number
1, the Worth Street Fire Station and the
Laketown improvements,” said city engi-
neer Tim Bonura. “We’re very pleased with
the progress being made on all of these

jobs. There was concern that we wouldn’t
be able to get these jobs going again for a
while, but with a lot of cooperation and
teamwork all of these important projects
are back on schedule.”

The fifth job to be resumed involves
improvements slated for Joe Yenni
Boulevard. Bonura said that because of a
shortage of workers, there had been a prob-
lem getting an asphalt crew on the site, but
that has now been resolved. “We have this
project up and running now and it should be
completed on schedule,” Bonura said. ★

Work resumes on all Kenner capital projects

Long-time
H i s p a n i c
activist and
c o m m u n i t y
leader Rafael
Saddy was
r e c e n t l y
appointed as
assistant to the
mayor for
H i s p a n i c

Affairs for the city of Kenner. 
“Mr. Saddy has had a relationship with

the city for a very long time. He volunteered
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and
provided a valuable service to the communi-
ty. He is committed to Kenner and is a
tremendous asset,” said Mayor Phil Capitano.

“We are very happy to have him on board.”
Saddy’s duties include coordinating a

response to issues facing the Hispanic com-
munity, as it relates to housing and other
post storm matters. In addition, he will
assist with production of Hispanic pro-
gramming on K-TV. Saddy is currently
working with Mayor’s Court Judge Miguel
Elias on a new K-TV program entitled
“Hablemos Claro,” or “Speaking Clearly,”
which will be hosted by Elias. The show
will address various concerns of the
Hispanic community in Kenner and provide
valuable information each month.

Saddy currently serves as president of
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL), and is also a regular
columnist for the Kenner Star newspaper. ★

Hispanic leader to join city administration

10% OFF
All

Gift Certificates

GIFT SETS
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By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief

Part one of a two-part series

Long before the threat
of Hurricane Katrina, the
Kenner Police Department
had developed very specif-
ic emergency preparedness
plans and procedures in the
event of a variety of cata-
strophic events that could
affect our community.
KPD officers are trained to
save lives and protect prop-
erty even during the most

disastrous times.
Just as Hurricane Katrina was identified as a possi-

ble threat to New Orleans, emergency plans were being
reviewed in detail with the entire force, and a KPD
Command Post was setup on August 27, 2005, to coor-
dinate all efforts. Plans were made to convert the KPD
headquarters into a city unto itself to act as the disaster
command center, which would feed and shelter hun-
dreds of first responders.

The most important physical assets were readied
for deployment before and after the storm, including
the KPD Mobile Command Center, boats, and deuce-
and-a-half trucks, which are 2-1/2 ton, 12-foot tall
trucks that are able to drive through waters over five
feet high. All wheeled-equipment was moved above
flood level onto highway overpasses, the airport park-
ing lot, and other elevated parking facilities. (Later,
severe winds caused many windows to be blown out of
patrol cars that were parked at the elevated airport park-
ing garage.) Generators were also brought in to relieve
power outages, and refrigerated food trucks were
secured to help feed staff and first responders.

Once an evacuation of the area was called, officers
assisted with contraflow on I-10 in order to help get
residents out of harm’s way. Officers also transported
residents and meals-ready-to-eat (MREs) to shelters.
The Kenner Police Department continued assisting
with evacuation plans until winds reached the danger-
ous level of 75 miles per hour, which is the force of a
Category 1 hurricane. At that time all officers were
sheltered until it was again safe to patrol the streets of
Kenner and help save citizens’ lives and protect proper-
ty.

The morning Katrina hit, all front line forces at the
KPD realized this was a real war, not a drill. Once the
Louisiana State Police and the Louisiana National
Guard realized that their structures could not withstand
the winds of a category five hurricane, they were relo-
cated to the Kenner Police Complex. The KPD
Complex is the only building in Kenner intentionally
designed to withstand such a force.

The KPD emergency plan called for all KPD
inmates to be systematically released for their safety.
This also helped provide more space in the jail that was
needed to shelter police members, their families and
other emergency personnel. 

In order to prepare, there were officers stationed at
key flooding points, which include Airline Highway at

the St. Charles Parish line, I-10 at the St. Charles Parish
line, and the Lake Pontchartrain Levee at Erlanger
Road. As Katrina hit, Lake Pontchartrain reached the
base of the levee at 1:59 a.m., and at 3:56 a.m., all units
were called to take shelter at the KPD Complex. At that
time, the Duncan Canal, which leads to the major
Kenner drainage pump, was one foot from cresting its
banks.

During Katrina, every KPD officer reported for
duty. That night there were almost 350 people in the
KPD Complex, including all officers, support person-
nel, their families, 50 state troopers and 50 national
guardsmen. There was even an area set aside to house
pets of KPD families. The complex became a home,
hotel, restaurant and hospital – its own city within a
city. Accommodations were primitive, with cots and air
mattresses placed in every office and hallway. Even
without power, water, or sewerage, these dedicated offi-
cers lived in the KPD’s new “city”. Once electricity was
lost, the generator for the complex scattered some
lighting, but the primary goal was to air-condition the
jail and communications equipment on the fourth floor.
In other parts of the building, officers worked in tem-
peratures well over 85 degrees.

Inside the KPD Complex, things became desperate
during the storm. The building shook and fixtures
began to sway as violent winds ripped through Kenner,
forcing everyone (except those needed to operate the
fourth floor command post) to relocate to the bottom
floor. If the building were to collapse, those on the
ground level would have had a better chance of sur-
vival. 

Once the sewerage system went down, flood waters
scooped from the streets had to be used to flush toilets.
No matter what their losses were, the dedicated KPD
officers worked 12-hour shifts every day for over a
month following Katrina. There were also two officers
stationed at Kenner Regional Hospital. These officers
were responsible for making sure the facility remained
secure, which it did.

The night of Katrina was like no other. I served on
the front lines of Vietnam as a combat infantryman and
saw the worst air crash in U.S. history with the crash of
Pan Am flight 759 in Kenner, where 153 lives were lost.
Even those experiences could not compare to what took
place during and after this hurricane.

After the worst of the storm passed, water began ris-
ing at a rapid rate. There were instant concerns about a
possible breach of the Lake Pontchartrain levee. I led a
convoy of two National Guard 2-1/2 ton trucks at 10:52
a.m. to assess the situation and later found that the lev-
ees had not been breached or overflowed.

It was startling to see four feet of water and white
caps on Williams Boulevard as our convoy inched its
way to assess levee damage at Lake Pontchartrain.

The KPD responded to over 300 calls for assis-
tance, evacuation, and rescue. Along with saving lives,
the KPD also managed to arrest 84 adults and 14 juve-
niles for looting. Looting started immediately follow-
ing the storm. Most of this was concentrated around
areas of low-rent apartments and the arrests consisted
primarily of Kenner residents.

Once Katrina had passed, the KPD did not know
what the rest of the world was seeing because there was
only sporadic contact being made with the outside. All

Hurricane Katrina and the Kenner Police Department
A behind the scenes look at what really happened

Police★ ★

Genesis
Reading Center

3901 Williams Blvd. • (504) 463-5756

Tutoring available in all subjects

We’ve Moved!

TUTORS NEEDED IN HIGH SCHOOL MATH & SCIENCE

Decorator Shoppe
Lighting Center

Lighting • Mirrors • Fans • Lamps

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 5 pm

5029 Veterans Blvd., Metairie
888-2801

Locally Owned and Operated since 1967

• 23 years experience counseling 
small businesses

• Real Estate Law
• Successions, Wills, and Family Law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
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telephone communications, cell phones, police radios, and televi-
sion communications had been severed. The Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Department tower had been blown over and the KPD
tower was severely damaged by winds. Officers went out on res-
cue missions with absolutely no communication with anyone.

Part two will continue in the January 2006 edition of the
Kenner Star. ★

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE KENNER ST★ R
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By KEITH M. DARCEY

Every year East Jefferson General
Hospital physicians urge members of the
community to get their flu shot and to prac-
tice good health habits. This year, Hurricane
Katrina increased the importance of both.

Many in our community now have vastly
different living arrangements and routines
than ever before, often making them more sus-
ceptible to the flu than in the past. Households
have increased numbers of family members
living together, elevating the risk of transmit-

ting the flu. Also, as people re-build their
homes and lives, stress levels go up, eating
habits are not always the best and getting a
good night's sleep can be difficult. All this can
equate to a weakened immune system and a
greater chance of catching the flu.

“It is extremely important to take proac-
tive action against the flu and stop it before
you get it,” said Cathy Lopez, Infection
Control supervisor. “Families have been dis-
placed and are now living in closer contact
with each other. Anytime you have more
people and multiple generations under one
roof there is an increased chance of spread-
ing it to each other.”

Approximately five to twenty percent of
the population get the flu virus each year.
Influenza, commonly known as the flu, is a

respiratory illness spread primarily through
coughing and sneezing. Symptoms include
fever, body aches, excessive tiredness and a
dry cough. Unlike the common cold, the flu
can lead to more serious health problems.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention say the single best way of avoid-
ing the flu is to get the flu shot.

“We particularly recommend the flu shot
to the elderly, the very young, women who
are pregnant and those whose immune sys-
tem has been weakened,” said Dr. Charles
Cucchiara, Family Practice. “Although the
serum was a little late getting here, we have
plenty on hand.”

In addition to the flu shot, good health
habits are vital to resisting the flu and main-
taining a healthy lifestyle. Here are a few tips
you can do on a daily basis:
1. Wash your hands often. 
2. Avoid touching your eyes, mouth and 

nose. 
3. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 

when sneezing. 
4. Avoid close contact with people who are 

sick. 
5. Stay home from work, school and errands 

when you are sick. 
6. Keep a healthy diet. 
7. Get a good night's sleep. 
8. Avoid smoking and alcohol.

For more information on flu shots call
East Jefferson General Hospital
HealthFinder at 456-5000. Flu shots are
given during normal office visits with a
physician. HealthFinder representatives are
available Monday through Friday, from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ★

Keith M. Darcey is a Communications
Specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 889-
7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse
Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-
profit community hospital, providing care to
the residents of the East Bank of Jefferson
Parish and surrounding communities.

Post-Katrina flu shots even more important

Health★ ★

Hair Styles Unlimited

Hair Loss
Barely noticeable, excessive thinning, or complete-
ly gone. Whether it is caused by a medical condi-
tion, hereditary or stress…WE CAN HELP.

Call today and discuss with our experts
your many options for beautiful hair.

464-5949
3635 Florida Avenue • Open Mon. - Sat.

Keeping the fashion conscious of Kenner beautiful for 28 years.

Dental Relief for
Katrina survivors

Family Dentistry
Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III

Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
Dr. Ron Britsch

4420 Conlin St., Suite 204
Metairie, LA  70006

Expires January 31, 2006

If you’ve lost your dentist, we’d like to help
keep you healthy until they return. For a 
limited time, we are offering a complete series
of x-rays, comprehensive exam, 
diagnostic photos, AND professional teeth
cleaning for $99. When your dentist 
returns, we’ll be happy to forward a copy
of any x-rays taken over to your dentist.
Unfortunately, we must limit this offer to the
first 50 patients. No one wants any health
problems, so don’t wait, call today! 456-0964

By CRAIG GOODWIN

A u g u s t
29, 2005 –
this day in
h i s t o r y
changed our
lives forever.
A l t h o u g h
there is a
large amount
of devastation
around us, we
are blessed in

many ways. A lot of us have spent the last
couple of months working feverishly, trying
to put our lives, as well as our community,
back together. For the unfortunate among
us who have water damage in our homes,
we’ve come to find that rebuilding a house
takes a toll on our bodies. It is my hope that
the following tips may prove helpful to you
in staying healthy through this trying time. 

Working long hours removing sheet
rock, insulation, and flooring places physi-
cal stress on your body, especially your
back. When bending, remember to lock in
your back, preventing too much flexion in
the trunk that will cause an overload to the
muscles and discs in the low back region.
When working in low areas around the
house, bend your knees to lower your upper
body to the height of the work you are per-
forming. Never try lifting objects that are
too heavy for one individual to lift and also
never pick up an object and rotate without
moving your feet because this is one of the
most vulnerable movements that cause low

back disc problems. Always use the “buddy
system” for lifting heavy equipment or
material. If you feel it is necessary, wear a
support belt around the low back and
abdominal area to help stabilize your back.

Reaching overhead can also cause
shoulder and neck pain. Always try to get
your arms at shoulder level when working
in high areas. Reaching and looking over-
head for extended periods of time will put
increased pressure on your upper body,
causing injury to your shoulders and neck.
Also, work as close to your body as possi-
ble. The further out you reach to perform a
task, the higher the risk and the greater the
stress is placed upon your joints.

Although the clean up and recovery
work must be done, we must protect our-
selves while doing this work. If you have
pain in your back, neck, or shoulder areas
while working, you need to change postures
to relieve the stress on that area. Also, try
changing positions often by working in a
lower position, then a higher position.
Avoiding injury is the best way to get the
job done. ★

Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy, in 1987. The profes-
sionals at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Working to rebuild our homes
takes a toll on our bodies

OFFICE DEPOT KENNER LOCATION
Now Hiring Full & Part Time

$8 per hour minimum plus
$3 per hour premium pay through March

Apply at 3408 B Williams Blvd.
Mon. Dec. 12 through Fri. Dec. 16 • 8 am to 4 pm
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While many high schools throughout the metro
area were forced to suspend operation after Katrina’s
wind and water swept through their campuses,
Archbishop Chapelle in Metairie not only survived the
storm, but it has become a temporary home for hun-
dreds who are trying to continue their education in a
post-disaster Louisiana.

“At one point we had over 400 displaced students,”
said Chapelle’s president, Jane Ann Frosch.
“Presently, we have a little over 300 left.” Frosch

explained that in early November approximately 100
students from Cabrini and Holy Cross left to start
class at Cabrini’s New Orleans campus. To date,
Chapelle still hosts young men and women from
schools such as Dominican, Mount Carmel, and
Brother Martin.

“We are happy that we have had the opportunity to
be of service to so many,” Frosch said. 

Unlike other schools that have welcomed tempo-
rary students, Chapelle has not been required to stag-

Community★ ★

Chapelle High School rises to the occasion

Carpentry
Painting

Plumbing
Sheetrock Repair

Robert Bellaci’s

General Maintenance, Inc.
Residential - Commercial

Insured 
Locally Owned & Operated for 21 Years

Robert Bellaci
Certified Electrician
Jeff Parish Licensed contractor

468-2444
559-9225

ger or “platoon” their classes because of a demand on its
resources. Instead, Frosch said, the Chapelle family has made
creative use of what it has.

“We hold class in conference rooms and science labs, and
hold study halls in the cafeteria. We are using every square inch
of our campus.”

Frosch said that the condition of Chapelle after the storm
prompted a quick return to the business of education.

“We were in very good shape,” Frosch said. “We had a few
broken windows, lots of debris on the grounds, and some water
that came in under the doors, but thankfully no flooding.”

Perhaps even more remarkable than the speed of its return to
serving the community is the fact that Chapelle is still on target
to complete phase one of an ambitious expansion program.
Chapelle hopes to have the newest part of its campus, a 20,000
square foot facility that includes six classrooms, a music
rehearsal hall, and two art studios, completed in late February or
early March of 2006.

“It is very exciting,” President Frosch said of the latest addi-
tion to the school’s physical plant.

The expansion is certain to benefit scores of incoming stu-
dents, who will have the opportunity to see Chapelle first-hand
during its Open House on January 19, from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.
Frosch wants to remind prospective students that the date by
which they can choose Chapelle as their own school has been
changed in light of the storm.

“The important date to remember for student application
will be February 4,” Frosch said.

For more information on Archbishop Chapelle High School,
log on to www.archbishopchapelle.org. ★

On December 17, 2005, Kenner Police Chief Nick
Congemi and the Kenner Police Department will hold
Kenner’s annual Toys for Tots drive in conjunction with
The Times-Picayune Doll and Toy Fund.

Each year, the KPD presents Christmas gifts to
underprivileged children throughout Kenner. This year’s
event will be bigger than ever due to the cancellation of
The Times-Picayune’s drive, which is normally held at
the Louisiana Superdome.

“Because of the unusual circumstances caused by
Hurricane Katrina, many families are suffering through

financial hardships,” said Congemi. “As a result, the
Toys for Tots drive is more important than ever. I
encourage everyone to donate to this worthy cause and
help fulfill the Christmas wishes of deserving children
in our area.”

The Toys for Tots drive is designed for underprivi-
leged children ages 13 and under.

For more information on how a deserving child can
become a recipient, or to learn how to donate to the
event, please call Officer Ken Marroccoli at 712-2294. ★

KPD to hold Toys for Tots drive

In November, former
WWL-TV and WVUE-
TV reporter and anchor
Janet Gross joined K-TV,
Kenner’s government
access television station.
Gross is an award winning
journalist who has also
worked for WLAE-TV
and WWL radio, and cur-
rently works as a freelance

producer for NBC’s “Today” show.

“Janet Gross has 20 years of television experience
and brings a wealth of talent and knowledge to K-TV.
We are so very lucky to have her on board,” said Mayor
Phil Capitano.

Gross will host “Kenner Revealed”, a behind-the-
scenes look at city departments and services. Her first
show, currently airing, takes viewers through Kenner’s
permit process in effect for rebuilding after Hurricane
Katrina.

Gross will also host an in-studio show each month,
yet to be named, which will cover a variety of topics and
events in the city of Kenner. ★

Veteran TV news reporter Janet Gross joins K-TV

TCC Distributes Thanksgiving turkeys
to employees and Kenner needy 

As in past years, Treasure
Chest Casino again gave
Thanksgiving turkeys to
all of their employees and
additionally donated
turkeys to the Kenner
Food Bank. On Tuesday,
November 22, Kenner
Food Bank Coordinator
Diane Plauche and the
staff of the food bank
accepted the casino’s
delivery of 100 turkeys.
Pictured are a food bank
employee, TCC Casino
Operations Manager
Guido Metzger, Plauche,
TCC Director of Human
Resources Susan Rubio,
a food bank employee
and TCC Transportation
Supervisor Kent Polizzi.

HELP WANTED
Executive Chef • Sous Chef/Cook

Activity Director 
Kitchen Helper/Dishwasher

Servers
Part Time and Full Time

Retirement Community
1101 Sunset Blvd., Kenner, LA  70065

Phone: 504-469-7988 • Fax 504-469-7918
email: karen.dorsey@hrc-cc.com
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By JAMES L. MELCHERS

After reading the title of this article,
you might ask “why?” The short answer to
the question is that if you don’t have full
ownership to your home because your

spouse died, and you did not open probate
and have the title to your house put in your
name, you cannot get all of the insurance
money! You will get the percentage of
your ownership only. The other money will
be tied up legally until the title issue is
handled.

The problem arises because real estate
does not automatically pass to a surviving
spouse in Louisiana. A surviving spouse
must have title to the house, or the author-

ity as administrator of the other spouse’s
estate, to take receipt of the insurance pro-
ceeds attributable to the deceased person’s
interest in the property.

If a couple has executed wills giving
the house to one another, the process is
easier and goes according to the will. If a
couple has not executed wills, the real
estate will pass according to the laws of
intestacy (meaning no will). If a married
couple without wills has children, the sur-
viving spouse has use of the deceased’s
interest in the property until death or
remarriage. Without a will, the children
will be involved in the process of settling
with the insurance companies.

If a married couple is childless, has not
executed wills, and has no children or
grandchildren by a prior marriage, the
property will pass to the surviving spouse.
This is not automatic. Probate must be
opened in the courts for the ownership to
change.

An unmarried couple living together is
never considered married by the state of
Louisiana. Therefore, the surviving part-
ner has no rights to property held in the
other’s name until it is specifically given to
them by a will.

Here’s the good news! Louisiana has
an efficient probate system that is relative-
ly inexpensive when compared to some
other states. The laws of Louisiana provide
for a fast probate process unless there is
disagreement among family members or
heirs. Example 1 shows what should have
been done prior to Katrina. Examples 2
and 3 offer solutions.
Example No. 1:

Frank and Mary were married 15 years
ago and purchased a house in Lakeview
shortly thereafter. Frank and Mary had no
children, and they never got around to
writing their wills. Mary died unexpected-
ly in March of 2005. Frank immediately
hired a seasoned probate attorney who did
the necessary legal work through the court
system to have Frank put in full possession
of the house. Katrina hit! Frank was able
to take immediate receipt of the insurance
proceeds due him because of the total
destruction of his property as he is the sole
legal owner of the house.
Example No. 2:

John and Betty were married 40 years
and lived in the same house in Metairie for
the last 30 years. They had two children
who were over the age of 23 (and therefore
not forced heirs) when John died in
January of 2005. During the time of his
lengthy illness, John and Betty had execut-
ed wills leaving the house to each other.
Betty opened and closed John’s succession
quickly which made her the sole owner of
the house. Betty passed shortly after John,
but the children “dragged their feet” with
Momma’s succession. Katrina hit! Betty’s
house received minor wind damage. A

neighbor wants to buy the house now.
They have hired a seasoned attorney who
is moving this succession forward.
Fortunately, the laws of Louisiana allow
for a speedy process when there is no dis-
agreement among the heirs.
Example No. 3:

William and Sue were married for 50
years and purchased their residence in the
Ninth Ward 35 years ago. They have five
children, but never executed wills. Katrina
hits! During the storm and its aftermath,
the residence is completely destroyed.
Sadly, William died during Katrina. Sue
wants all of the insurance proceeds due her
and her late husband, but she is not the
sole owner of the property and therefore is
not entitled to all of the money.

The children call a succession attorney
who offers the following three solutions:

(a) Sue can be appointed
Administratrix by the court after posting a
bond and taking the oath of
Administratrix. After securing a Federal
Identification Number for the estate of her
husband, Sue can open a succession
account with a bank and take receipt of the
insurance money.

(b) Sue can open and close the succes-
sion, take receipt of her one-half interest,
have a usufruct interest over the children’s
ownership in the property. The children
will need to join in the proceedings.

(c) The five children can renounce
their interests in their father’s succession.
Sue can open and close the succession tak-
ing receipt of her interest and her hus-
band’s interest in the residence and, there-
after, take receipt of the insurance pro-
ceeds in their entirety without opening a
successions account in the decedent’s
name.

In conclusion, Katrina with its massive
destructive force has created a real need
for a fast probate process, especially
where a home is owned by a married cou-
ple, where one of the spouses died before
Katrina, where no probate of the estate has
occurred, and where the property was
damaged or destroyed by the storm.

If you find yourself in the one of the
above or similar situations, it can be reme-
died quickly as long as there is no arguing
among the heirs. You should consider hir-
ing an experienced probate attorney to
expedite your solution and get your
money! ★

James L. Melchers is the senior attor-
ney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the
firm’s primary areas of practice are estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, real
estate, corporate law, and personal injury.
Melchers can be reached at 467-1092 or
visit the website at www.melcherslaw-
firm.com. 

Law★ ★

Katrina creates need for speedy probate

Not Satisfied with Your  
Insurance Offer from  
Hurricane Damage? 

We work for YOUYOU, the policy holder. 
 

Insurance companies hire professionals, so should you! 

MiMichachaelsonelson & Mes & Messiningeger, Inc. r, Inc. 
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CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY

27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Landscaping as usual…
Our place has been leveled by Katrina but we will be

doing landscaping as usual until we can rebuild.
Landscapers and regular customers for yard work
and planting can call us at 888-7517 or 468-5467

STEREO INSTALLATION • KEYLESS ENTRY
ALARM SYSTEMS • WINDOW TINTING

Your One Stop Shop For
ALL Your Automotive Needs

Wesley Cato • 2500 Delaware Avenue • 461-0442



KENNER ST★ R DECEMBER 2005  15



16  DECEMBER 2005 KENNER ST★ R



KENNER ST★ R DECEMBER 2005  17

Recovering from Katrina
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport

Like many
r e s i d e n t s
affected by
H u r r i c a n e
Katrina, we
ask ourselves,
“where do we
go from
here?” For
A r m s t r o n g
International

Airport, the only direction we are planning
for is up! Will it be easy? No, but we feel we
are on the road to recovery.

For example, we’re seeing a strong
upswing in traffic, partly because the demo-
graphics of our market have changed.
Because of the rebuilding effort, there are a
number of people in the city right now who
have family somewhere else and have the
means to fly out every two or three weeks to
see them. However, even with these first
steps to recovery, it will be some time before
we reach our pre-Katrina passenger count. A
major factor in our continued growth will be
the speed with which the tourism industry
rebounds. As I have often pointed out,

tourism was the economic engine for our
region. One thing hindering the quick return
of the tourism industry is the lack of an ade-
quate supply of housing for tourists. Most
hotel rooms are filled with contractors or
Katrina victims aided by FEMA. For the air-
port, the hotel shortage is affecting the
speed with which we can rebuild flight serv-
ice. A lack of overnight housing for flight
crews limits airlines from flying planes into
the airport at night for early morning depar-
tures.

Another factor that will influence the
speed of the return of tourism is manpower.
Many of the staffs for the area tourist indus-
try have been displaced and may not return
for some time. Until these things change, the
return of this industry, as we knew it, may
struggle to regain its status as THE econom-
ic engine.

On the bright side, Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport contin-
ues to add flights almost weekly. Nine of the
13 major airlines that served the airport
prior to Katrina are back, with the exception
of our four smallest carriers: Frontier,
Midwest and the two international carriers,
Grupo Taca and Air Canada. As of this writ-
ing, we are averaging over 6,500 seats to 21
cities versus 21,000 to 42 cities pre-Katrina.
The seats are increasing faster than the num-
ber of cities served, partly because airlines
that were flying small jets to Armstrong are
now using larger planes. The larger planes
may be the solution to the demand until the
housing issue is resolved. Please be assured
that we speak to the airlines regularly to let
them know the demand is there. At this time
(early December), we have about a third of
the daily round-trip flights we once consid-
ered normal, but we’re pleased to be at a
third after only two months. As one of our
staffers said, “There is no normal now.” For
the latest in flight availability, I encourage
you to go to our website, www.flymsy.com.
There is a wealth of information available.

Though some of our airport shops and
fast-food stores remain closed, another good
sign that we are in recovery is that more of
the airport vendors are re-opening and in the
case of our eateries, like Acme Oyster
House, they are offering a full menu with
later hours of operation. All concourses are
now open and convenient parking, afford-
ably priced, continues to be available at the
airport for short or long term in our covered
parking garage located next to the terminal.

As the New Orleans Aviation Board
develops a recovery plan, every facet of
operation will be reviewed for efficiency.
Stewardship and safety will be priorities,
and every attempt will be made to convey
the fact that the airport is being managed in
a thoughtful and responsive fashion.

Happy Holidays to our friends and
neighbors. ★

Roy A. Williams can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

Airport★ ★

QUALITY
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TREE SERVICE,LLC

(504) 466-8011

• Tree & Stump Removal
• Complete Tree Trimming
• Excellence In Large & Dangerous Trees
• Crane Removal
• Licensed Arborist
• Workman’s Comp & Liability Insurance
• Deep Root Fertilizing
• Termite Control & Eradication
• Fungus & Disease Treatment
• 24 Hr. Emergency/

Storm Service
Rick Spindel
(Owner)

leaders would speak with a united voice and
work together, much like Mississippi.

In Mississippi the obvious leader is
Governor Hailey Barbour, who has received
high marks for his stewardship of the recov-
ery. Yet, in our state, no leader has emerged to
handle our rebuilding efforts. Kathleen
Blanco has just been ranked by Time
Magazine as one of the three worst governors
in the nation, and she has been criticized for
being “dazed and confused” during the hurri-
cane and the aftermath. Our U.S. Senators are
often at odds, and Mayor Nagin has come
under fire for his inconsistent and unsteady
leadership. Every weekend, Nagin travels to
Dallas to see his relocated family, but, unfor-
tunately, the problems in his city and through-
out the region do not disappear on the week-
ends. In this recovery, our state needs strong
leadership twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week, and no fatigue is allowed. The
victims of the storm deserve no less. ★

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans.
Crouere hosts two local television shows, “
Louisiana Business Spotlight,” on the city of
Kenner’s KTV, cable channel 76, and
Louisiana-based “Ringside Politics,” which
airs at on WLAE-TV Channel 32, cable chan-
nel 14. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)
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By GLENN DOTTOLO

Some may
ask: how do
you celebrate
C h r i s t m a s
after the year
that we have
had? Our
state is poorer
as a result of
the storms,
and everyone

has lost something. Some have lost
homes, others businesses, others friends
and family, but no one has escaped
unscathed.

And yet, we live in a free country and
we have a chance to participate in the
greatest rebuilding program in American
history. What an opportunity!

For those of us who are Christians, this
is a time to remember that God sent His
Son to earth. God chose to send Him to a
modest home in a small and relatively
poor town. Perhaps there is a message in
God’s method. When we consider the time
and circumstances of Christ’s birth, sim-
plicity and humility both come to mind.

As we consider these attributes we
may, particularly this year, get some ideas
for an appropriate Christmas celebration.

It seems that a certain modesty in
expense and exhibition would be appro-
priate. This is not the year to load up the
credit cards to buy a lot of stuff that will
end up as garage sale material in the

spring. From a financial perspective, may
I suggest a cash-only Christmas. Buy only
what you have the cash to purchase. This
will provide a limit to impulse purchases
and will eliminate the January credit card
hangover.

Instead of giving things as gifts, spend
time with family and friends. Take a walk
on St. Charles Avenue, cook together, help
with a rebuilding project, or simply visit.
In times of stress, human contact is what
is important, and it is also what people
will remember in the years to come. (Who
even knows what happened to their Chia
pet or Billy Bass talking fish?)

If you are in a position to give, this is
a wonderful year to remember our neigh-
bors, friends and family members that lost
everything in the floods. A gift card or
cash would certainly be welcome, but not
to the exclusion of some time together as
well.

As I think about Christmas, I plan to
borrow less and focus on people rather
than things, and, in a spirit of gratitude,
thank God for His grace and His mercy.
Merry Christmas and, I hope, a much hap-
pier New Year. ★

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two
years of full service banking to his cus-
tomers. Dottolo can be contacted at 565-
3656. Visit Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Financing Christmas

Banking★ ★

I TA L I A N ,  
S E A F O O D ,  
&  S T E A K S

V I D E O  P O K E R
3525 Williams Blvd.

(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

Live Entertainment
Wayne Busby

Fri. & Sat.
5:00 - 9:00

Sun. 1:00 - 9:00

SERVING HOURS
TUESDAY - FRIDAY:

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
SATURDAY: 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
SUNDAY: 1:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

MONDAY: Closed

ALL DISHES FRESHLY MADE!

OpenChristmasEve and NewYear’sEve

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

The Ice House

Sold by Gallon!

ICE COLD

KEG
BEER

WE NOW HAVE

PACKAGE
LIQUOR

PROPANE

To Go

24 pk SUITCASE
BUD•BUD LIGHT

MILLER LITE
COORS LITE

12 pk LONGNECK
BUD•BUD LIGHT

MILLER LITE
COORS LITE

Holiday Specials

We want to welcome all of our customers back home. We have all
been through a lot this hurricane season, and hope everyone faired
okay. We wish all a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from all of
us at the Ice House.

We are open 7 days a week for all your holiday needs.
OPEN Christmas Day & New Years Day 7 am - 12 noon

Archbishop Chapelle High School
Celebrates

“Naturally New Orleans’’
Saturday, March 18

6:00 - 7:00 PM - Patron Party
7:00 Doors Open

7:00 - Silent and Oral Auctions followed by
Dancing to “The Topcats”

Buffet Dinner and Open Bar

Archbishop Chapelle’s elegant Gymnsium Ballroom
8800 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

Ticket prices: $50.00 per Reveler

Contact Erin Vezina Caruso, 831-9391 or 
Dottie Schule, Special Events Director, 468-9090 

to purchase tickets
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By TROY BROUSSARD

Dr. Myron Moorehead recently
announced the reopening of his practice,
The Women’s Laser Institute, at 200 West
Esplanade Avenue, Suite 702, adjacent to
Kenner Regional Medical Center.

“We reopened approximately ten days
before the end of November,” Dr.
Moorehead said. “I was very fortunate in
that my office sustained no damage,
unlike many other offices in the build-
ing.”

Dr. Moorehead, a gynecologist, says
that like many other physicians in the
area, his practice has felt the effects of
Katrina but he is ready to be of service to
new patients whose own doctors may
have been displaced by the storm.

“Approximately 70 percent of my
practice came from flooded zip codes,
and many of my patients have evacuated
to other parts of the country. Some, how-
ever, are coming back to the area to have
surgeries that had already been contem-
plated. Because many physicians have
also been displaced, some women have
had difficulty finding doctors to treat
them. Now that my office is open, we can
assist those individuals as well. We wel-

come all patients and surgical problems,”
Dr. Moorehead said.

A specialist in the treatment of
fibroid tumors, benign tumors that devel-
op in the uterus, Dr. Moorehead said that
he is pleased to be able to return to his
mission of providing patients with an
alternative to hysterectomy. “A patient
should have a choice to salvage her
reproductive organs or not,” Dr.
Moorehead said, recounting the story of
one woman from London, England who
sought his medical expertise.

“I received an email from a 44-year-
old woman in London who didn’t want
any more children, but who didn’t want
to lose her reproductive organs. The U.K.
medical plan only offered her the one
option of a hysterectomy. She contacted
me to see if she could come to the United
States and have me perform surgery for
her. It shows how important it is to
women that they save their uteri.”

A Kenner resident since 1978, Dr.
Moorehead is also the published author
of Fibroids: What Every Woman Should
Know About This Uterine Foe, which is
available at amazon.com or by calling his
office at 467-0770. ★

Health★ ★

Fibroid tumor specialist reopens
The Women’s Laser Institute

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

www.scottystireauto.com

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes • Air Conditioner
Work • Shocks • Struts • Brake Service • Batteries • Belts

• Hoses •Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injecion Cleaning

FREE
FLAT REPAIR

ONE PER HOUSEHOLD • EXPIRES DEC. 31, 2005



20  DECEMBER 2005 KENNER ST★ R

By TROY BROUSSARD

For many in the New Orleans area,
Medjugorje, a tiny hamlet located in what
was previously known as Yugoslavia, has

served as a destination of religious pil-
grimage for thousands of those who would
eventually fall victim to the misery
wrought by Hurricane Katrina. With a goal
of reminding locals of the peace that faith

can bring in trying times, The MIR Group,
an organization devoted to spreading
Marian devotion and the messages of
Medjugorje, recently sponsored a series of
testimonials by Massachusetts native Artie
Boyle, who shared his personal story of
hope and healing with a storm-weary com-
munity.

Boyle, who recounts for listeners his
medically inexplicable triumph over renal
cell carcinoma after his own pilgrimage to
Medjugorje, recently recalled watching
with his friends the television images of
Katrina on its approach to New Orleans.

“We all started praying that the storm
would lessen, because we knew the devas-
tating impact that it would have on a city
below sea level. We were relieved when it
landed that it had gone to a Category 3, but
then obviously the damage came from the
levees breaking. At that point, we said,
‘what can we do to possibly help these
people?’ ”

His chance to touch the lives of those
in southeast Louisiana would come weeks
later after receiving correspondence from
The MIR Group Director, Mimi Kelly,
who thought that his story would touch the
hearts of those who needed hope at this
time more than anything else.

“If proof of hope isn’t evident in his
witness, I don’t know what is,” Kelly said.
“Artie was told on two separate occasions
that his cancer was terminal. And on both
occasions he had the courage to dare to
hope that through prayer that God would
heal him. His prayers were answered. The
Katrina/Rita victims need to hear that
hope is always present when there is faith
in God.”

Boyle, a native of Massachusetts, inti-
mately relates to the despair that one feels
at the onset of personal tragedy.

“When I was first diagnosed with my
cancer, I had an awful lot of support, espe-
cially from my wife and her family,
through prayer. And, even though I was
depressed and devastated, we have that
faith that we had grown up with that would
help us get through what we had to go
through,” Boyle said. “However, when the
cancer returned after the initial surgery, it
really became a hopeless case and a help-
less feeling, because they said that I had
less than a five percent chance to survive.
There was no treatment for the cancer, and
we really stepped over the line in terms of
faith at that point.”

When things seemed at their darkest in
the weeks preceding a final surgery, the
father of 13 says that’s when his brother-
in-law and a good friend took him on a trip
to Medjugorje to help him focus on his
faith. It was a decision that he feels ulti-
mately saved his life.

“It was in Medjugorje, through confes-
sion and forgiveness, that I found a peace
that completely overcame me,” Boyle said.
“They were going to cut three tumors out

my right lung four days after I returned
from Medjugorje. But through some
divine intervention I went and had another
CT scan prior to the surgery, and one of
the major tumors had completely disap-
peared. The two other tumors shrunk to
such an insignificant size that we decided
to cancel the surgery. A year later I had
those two little tumors removed through
laparoscopic surgery, and they were renal
cell carcinoma, which is an aggressive
form of cancer that normally would have
grown, but just sat there for a year. Since
that time I’ve been tested and have been
cancer free.”

For his part, Boyle draws a parallel
between his own fight against cancer and
the uphill struggles faced by those rebuild-
ing their lives in Louisiana. And, as in his
own victory over a life changing hardship,
he feels that the principles needed by those
trying to survive difficult situations are
simple enough that even a child can under-
stand them.

“When I was in Medjugorje, my son
Nicholas, who was only five at the time,
had gone with my wife to a non-denomi-
national Bible study. He came out of the
Bible study and my wife said to him,
‘Nick, what did you learn today?’ And
Nick looked her in the eye and said, ‘Luke
1:13 – your prayer has been heard.’ And
later in the week, as I was on my way
home from Medjugorje, Nick told her
‘Luke 1:37 – nothing is impossible with
God.’ ”

“God has a plan,” Boyle says, “and we
have no idea what that plan is. When I got
cancer, it was the most devastating thing
that ever happened to me in my life,
because I had no control over what was
going on, and I was going to die. But it
turns out that it was the best thing that ever
happened to me. As I look back, there’s a
tremendous amount of hope and faith that
has been gained from all of my experi-
ences. You have to hold out hope in the
fact that God has a plan. His plan is per-
fect, and ours isn’t.”

To obtain a copy of Artie Boyle’s testi-
mony, which was recorded live at St.
Benilde church in Metairie, email The
MIR Group at  or call 849-2570. For
information on upcoming events spon-
sored by The MIR Group, visit
www.themirgroup.org. ★

Vincent’s is back and better!
Come enjoy all of your favorite foods as

we celebrate our re-opening and
our 16th year in business

Open for Lunch Tuesday - Friday 11:30-2:00
Dinner Tuesday - Saturday at 5:00. p.m.

4411 Chastant Street, Metairie • 885-2984
7839 St. Charles Avenue, N.O. • 866-9313

ITALIAN CUISINE

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and 
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,

Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House

Now Open
111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building

Open 7 days a week at 4 p.m. for Happy Hour and Dinner

Large selection of wine

3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions, 
Holiday Parties and Banquets

■
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Medjugorje pilgrim brings message of faith and hope to metro New Orleans 

KENNER
ST★ R

Website
www.kennerstar.com
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By ALLAN KATZ

Although Hurricane Katrina wreaked
havoc in many Kenner neighborhoods, the
real estate market has rebounded with many
homes being sold, says Linda Martin, man-
ager of the Prudential Gardner office in
Kenner.

“Perhaps surprisingly, the Kenner real
estate market is excellent, given that we are
just three months following a Category 4
hurricane,” said Martin. “The market has
been strengthened by the appearance of indi-
viduals from other parishes who may not
have previously considered Kenner as a
place where they might want to live. Once
these prospective homebuyers see all the
benefits of living in Kenner, many of them
are ready to make commitments.”

Martin said an important part of the
strong real estate market in Kenner is the

willingness of banks to finance good credit
risks.

“I think the banks feel strongly that they
have a special role to play in the post-Katrina
rebuilding of our region,” says Martin.
“However, we have found that they are not
very anxious to finance deals involving
homes that have been gutted. Our realtors are
also having to work extra hard to help

prospective homebuyers find homeowner’s
insurance. But it is available and it can be
found.”

Martin says Prudential Gardner has just
moved its offices to 4140 Williams
Boulevard. The real estate offices are on the
first floor with Prudential Gardner’s regional
training facility located upstairs. “We hope
our many Kenner friends and clients will

come by our new offices to drink some cof-
fee with us and talk about their real estate
hopes and aspirations,” said Martin. “We are
very optimistic about Kenner’s future. This
city continues to emerge as one of the best,
safest places to live in South Louisiana with
excellent city services, outstanding schools
and one of the best recreation programs in
the nation.” ★

Kenner real estate market rebounding
Community★ ★

chairman of the Kenner Planning and
Zoning Board. He is currently a member of
the Zoning Board, a board member and
president-elect of The St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Home and School Association, a
member of Jefferson Parish Envision 2020
and the Professional Services Selection
Advisory Board for the city of Kenner.
Zahn has also held memberships in the
Kenner Convention Visitors Bureau, the
Jefferson Parish Industrial Development
Board, and the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish Capital Campaign Committee.

“When my grandfather started the first
local greenhouse in Kenner in 1937, he had
the vision that our city would one day
become a major force in the metro New
Orleans area,” Zahn said. “He was right.
Over the past 19 years that I have called
Kenner my home, I have come to appreci-
ate all that our city has to offer. I believe
that I have the leadership skills to help us
continue toward reaching our full poten-
tial.”

A Republican, Zahn says that his goals
for the future, if elected, would include a
steady support for law enforcement,
improvement of district playgrounds and
gyms, and the use of Kenner’s existing
resources to attract new business and recre-
ation opportunities to North Kenner.

“As councilman, I will work tirelessly
to help Kenner to grow as a place where our
families enjoy a special quality of life,”
Zahn said. “I will be a voice for my con-
stituents in city government promoting
team work in the common goal of helping
Kenner to become the best city that it can
be.”

Zahn, with his wife Dawn, have two
children, Ben and Patricia Blake. ★

BEN ZAHN
(continued from page 1)
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We’ll Customize a Package to Suite Your Budget
Full Service Catering Available

$50 OFF
on a Full Rental
$50 OFF
on a Full Rental

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL
Wedding Receptions • Showers • Dances

Birthdays • Sweet 16s, etc.
Stage • Catering • Floral • Cakes • Music

Well Stocked Bar • Bridal Suite

Food Service Under New Management

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

• A/C Circuits
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Additions
• New Construction
• Same Day Service

• Vacancy Permits
• Attic Ventilators
• Bidwork Welcome
• Service Upgrades
• Home Repairs
• Security Lighting

455-2355
NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!

METAIRIE     KENNER     N.O. AREA
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

7 Days
A Week

B
W

D
12

04
-5

94

Over 
30 Years

Experience

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

FOOD HOURS
Sunday - Thursday

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.

BAR HOURS
Sunday - Thursday

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.

Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Voice Data Cabling  •   Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service

Auto Attendant   •   Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

The Way
Business
Communicates

Blood Pressure Screenings
Free, call 454-4066 for more information.
Wellness Center
December 1, 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Jefferson Senior Center
December 7, 9:00 a.m.-noon
Clearview Mall
December 13, 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Harahan Senior Center
December 14, 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Gatehouse Apartments
December 15, 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Wellness Center
December 20, 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
Kenner Senior Center
December 21, 8:30 a.m.-noon

Diabetes Dynamics
Call 456-5000 for more information.

This two-class course teaches the basics
of diabetes management, nutrition, foot
care, exercise, goal setting and motivation.
Call for fee information.

EJGH Blood Center
Be a Blood Donor! The EJGH Blood
Center is open Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m.
to 11:00 a.m. Walk-ins welcome. For more
information, call 454-5691.

Total Joint Replacement Program
Every Tuesday of the month, free;
12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Call 456-5000 for
more information.

Preoperative teaching class designed to
help prepare patients for aspects of hospi-
talization from preoperative testing to dis-
charge. Available for patients having hip or
knee replacement surgery.

Prenatal Series
Please call for dates and times. Free, regis-
tration required. Call 456-5000.

Expectant parents learn about delivery
and anesthesia options, baby care, and
home and auto safety.

Sibling Class
December 3, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. or 11
a.m.-noon, free, registration required, call
456-5000.

Children ages 3 to 10 (with a parent) learn
how to hold and diaper a baby and discuss the
changes that come when a new baby arrives.

Breastfeeding
December 10, 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., free,
registration required. Call 456-5000.

This class is for expectant mothers who
wish to make an informed decision about
breastfeeding. ★

East Jefferson General Hospital
December Events Calendar

German Coast Farmers’ Market
SATURDAYS –  8:00 a.m until noon

Fresh Produce
broccoli, carrots, mustard greens, collard greens, turnips, 

sweet potatoes, shallots

Fresh Fruit
citrus

Seafood
shrimp, soft shell crabs, crabmeat, stuffed seafood breads 

Dairy
eggs, hispanic cheeses

Meat
homemade sausages, andouille, quail, rabbit, beef, pork, chicken, duck

Bakery
pies, cookies

Other
Louisiana wines, Goat's milk soap, coffees, teas, wine jelly, kettle corn, 

bee pollen, honey, fall bedding plants and table top bouquets

Ormond Plantation, 13786 River Road, Destrehan, 70047
www.germancoastfarmersmarket.org
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Do you need a break from dealing
with insurance adjusters, contractors, and
FEMA? The Cenacle Retreat House will
resume its regularly scheduled programs
in December to take care of spiritual
needs during this time of stress and life-
changing situations. To learn more about
the retreats, the presenters, or the Cenacle,
call 887-1420, 1-800-669-4095 or visit
www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie.htm.

DECEMBER RETREATS
December 2-4, 2005
Friday-Sunday
The Peace Prayer of St. Francis

St. Francis wrote in his Last Will and
Testament that the Lord had revealed to
him a greeting: “May the Lord give you
Peace.” Francis of Assisi dedicated his
life to bringing that message of peace to
others. The Peace Prayer, “Lord make me
an instrument of your peace!” outlines a
plan for living peace, for being a source
of peace for others, and for modeling

how to live in peace. We will listen to that
prayer.
Presenter: Rev. Charles Faso, O.F.M.

December 3, 2005
Saturday
The Path of Waiting

All of the figures that appear on the
first pages of Luke’s Gospel are waiting.
Zechariah and Elizabeth are waiting.
Mary is waiting. Simeon and Anna, who
were there at the temple when Jesus was
brought in, are waiting. What is the
nature of waiting? What is the practice of
waiting? How are they waiting, and how
are we called to wait with them?
Presenter: Sr. Jackie Bates, r.c.

December 24, 2005
Saturday
Christmas “Midnight” Eucharist
8:00 p.m.
Eucharist followed by refreshments ★

Cenacle Retreat House Re-opens

Community★ ★

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775
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Info: 962-3930

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.

THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD

AT THE
GRAND BALLROOM – THE RADISSON

NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner

Call 962-3930
to make luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

As Louisianans cope with the effect of
Hurricane Katrina on their lives, many 

feel helpless to save treasured items
that have been exposed to water and

mold. In order to provide the public
with the resources they need to assist in
saving damaged belongings, The Historic
New Orleans Collection, in partnership
with area conservators, will present its third
Restoration Road Show on Saturday,
December 10, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00
p.m. at Clearview Mall, located at 4436
Veterans Boulevard in Metairie.

Expert resources on the conservation of

items including paintings, photographs, art-
work, furniture, ceramics, textiles, jewelry,
metals and more will be available. Visitors
can bring their items, photographs of their
items, or simply their questions for a free
consultation with a conservator.

A donation of $5 per item and $1 for
each additional item is suggested.

Donations will benefit The Historic
New Orleans Collection and its mission to
preserve and protect New Orleans’ unique
history. For more information about the
Historic New Orleans Collection, please
visit www.hnoc.org or call 523-4662. ★

Restoration Road Show offers
tips on saving treasured items

Actor’s Theatre of New Orleans will
present Rene J. F. Piazza’s annual holiday
spoof laugh-a-thon, A Christmas Carol –
The Whole Story, for a three-week run in
December. The fun-for-the-whole-family
show stars Chelle Duke, Michael Sullivan,
Stacy Taliancich, Viki Lovelace, Michael
Santos, Gina Porretto, Sarah Fontenelle,
Kevin Songy, Jonathan May, Kali Russell
and Rene Piazza as Ebenezer Scrooge.
Leon Contavesprie directs.

Show dates are December 1, 2, 3, 8, 9,
10, 14 (special Wednesday evening per-
formance), 15, 16 and 17 at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, December 4 and 11 at 2:30 p.m.
The theatre is located at 4539 N. I-10
Service Road on the second floor of the
WTIX-FM building behind Target in
Clearview Mall. Tickets are $12 for adults
and $10 for children, students and seniors.
For reservations or more information, call
456-4111. ★

‘Tis the season to laugh
your stockings off

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★ R
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Lateral epicondylitis: Treatment options for your painful elbow 

By LUIS M.ESPINOZA M.D.

Lateral epicondylitis, also called “Tennis
Elbow,” is a common orthopedic overuse
problem that affects the outer portion of the
elbow. Tennis elbow affects a diverse popula-
tion including professional and recreational
athletes, as well as non-athletes who perform
repetitive type tasks in their workplace or
homes. This inflammatory condition of the
tendon (tendinosis) is not limited to the
elbow. Other tendons frequently affected by
overuse are those of the medial (inner) aspect
of the elbow, the patella (knee cap tendon)
and the Achilles (ankle) tendon. Although
these injuries may seem insignificant, they
disable a large number of people every year.

With the recent events of the hurricane
season, there has been a dramatic increase in
the number of cases seen in our office as a
result of the enormous clean up efforts
throughout the city. Symptoms of tendinosis
include tenderness and pain with repetitive
motion. In tennis, the extensor muscles on
the outer (lateral) aspect of the elbow absorb
the brunt of the force transmitted with back-
handed strokes. Demolition and reconstruc-
tion tasks that require repeated bending,
gripping, or grasping are common activities
that affect the tendon of the elbow as well.
Small tears in the muscle and tendon begin
to heal, but when re-injured by continued
use, they become stiff with scar tissue and
lose function.

Tendinosis may be due, in part, to a
decreased blood supply to the involved area.
Methods to increase blood flow to the

injured tendon include ultrasound, friction
massage, and soft tissue mobilization. The
focus of this treatment is to break the cycle
of inflammation, keep the scar tissue flexi-
ble, and increase blood flow to nourish the
tendon. Mobile and healthy tissue is then
able to protect the tendon from damage sus-
tained with repetitive overuse and keep the
area from hurting.

Currently accepted treatment options for
tendinosis include activity modification, ice
application, oral anti-inflammatory medica-
tion, bracing, physical therapy, cortisone
injections, and ultrasonic shock wave thera-
py. Unfortunately, some patients fail these
non-operative measures and are left with the
alternative of surgical treatment. A definitive
“gold standard” strategy for effectively and
easily managing the patient with persistent
disabling tendinosis has been elusive.

While I was in training at the University
of California San Diego, I became involved
in an exciting clinical study investigating the
use of a radiofrequency device to stimulate
injured tendons and create a healing
response. Patients suffering with chronic
(greater than six months) tendinosis, who
had failed all non-operative treatment, were
treated with surgery. During this out-patient
(same-day-surgery) procedure, a small inci-
sion is made to treat the diseased portion of
the tendon with a radiofrequency probe.
After surgery, patients are allowed to begin
gentle range of motion exercise with physi-
cal therapy.

Results have shown a dramatic decrease
in patients’ symptomatic pain and an
increase in daily function without any com-
plications. In addition, recent studies world-
wide have confirmed the safety and effec-

tiveness of this procedure that has given
many patients renewed hope to get back to
their previous level of activity with little or
no pain! ★

Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a Board
Certified Orthopedic Surgeon practicing at
the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine,
Physical Medicine and Reconstructive
Surgery. Dr. Espinoza serves as a consultant
for the Washington Nationals AAA affiliate
New Orleans Zephyrs baseball team. The
Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty cen-
ter dedicated to complete musculoskeletal
care with focused expertise in shoulder, knee,
and non-surgical spine care. Offices are
located in Kenner and Metairie. For addi-
tional information call 467-5900 or log on to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

Health★ ★

By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S

A pretty
smile is our
most important
asset, and a
New Year’s res-
olution could
be to improve
it. For most of
us, tooth
whitening, or
bleaching, as
recommended

by your dentist, is a safe and effective way to
brighten our smile.

Bleaching procedures involve the use of
peroxides, which are usually different con-

centrations of carbamide peroxide. This
chemical functions to bleach tooth enamel.

A common procedure used to whiten
teeth is the at-home bleaching method. In
this case, the dentist makes an impression
and model of the mouth, as is done for
braces. From this, a very thin and surprising-
ly comfortable mouth guard tray is then
made. This custom-made tray, which is a
snug fit, is the key to successful bleaching.
Gel whiteners are placed in the tray, which is
worn in the privacy of your home, usually at
night, for one to two weeks. Over the span of
the treatments, the teeth become lightened
several shades. If stains return from drinking
coffee, tea or colas, these trays can be reused
for touch-ups.

Bleaching of teeth may also be done in
the dentist’s office in a procedure called
chairside bleaching. In this instance, the soft
tissue is protected while the bleaching agent
is applied directly to the teeth. A laser light
may or may not be used during the treatment.
This method may involve more than one visit
of 30 minutes to one hour per duration.

According to Dr. Ronald Lemon, profes-
sor at Louisiana State University School of
Dentistry, bleaching by dentists has been

done since 1989.
At first, I was skeptical of the entire

process. However, after having my own teeth
bleached and being pleased with the results,
I recommended the procedure to some of my
patients.

Some toothpastes labeled “whitening”
toothpastes contain special chemicals that
provide additional stain removal. However,
these products are not bleaches.

If you are considering having your teeth
bleached, the American Dental Association
recommends that you look for the American
Dental Seal of Acceptance on any dental
product to assure that it has met the
American Dental Association’s rigid stan-
dards of safety and effectiveness.

The preceding article was based on
information obtained from two Internet
websites, www.ada.org and www.dental-
care.com. More detailed information can be
found at these websites. ★

Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general den-
tist who has practiced continuously in north
Kenner for over 26 years. Dr. Felder’s office
is located at 4134 Florida Avenue, Suite 101.

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD. 

KENNER, LA  70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!

Se habla Español                           METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

Brighten your smile: teeth bleaching

Tulane-Lakeside will host a Prostate
Center support group meeting to discuss
the newest developments in Prostate Cancer
research and treatment on Tuesday,
December 13, 2005 from 6:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. A holiday celebration with
refreshments will follow the meeting. The
event is free and open to the public.

The Tulane Prostate Center support

group has met every other month for over a
decade. Following Hurricane Katrina, the
Tulane University Hospital and Clinic

Urology department has made a new
home at Tulane-Lakeside Hospital in
Metairie.

Tulane-Lakeside Hospital is located at
4700 I-10 Service Road in Metairie.

For more information call 780-8282. ★

Lakeside Hospital hosts
prostate center support group 
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By KEN TRAHAN

What a difference an owner with public relations
savvy makes! Comparing Tom Benson to George Shinn
is almost laughable. The contrast is stark between a man,
who by his warped words and actions, is bent on deliver-
ing a knockout blow to his hometown and a man who, on
the surface, seems determined to become part of the
solution.

As I wrote last month in this column, Benson did not
seem to be much of a business man with his spurning of
New Orleans and his insatiable appetite to dine in San
Antonio permanently. One of the most sound premises of
business is to have “a bird in a hand,” to have options,
and to play those options against one another. He violat-
ed that concept from the outset with his comments, his
dismissals of many who were pro-New Orleans, and his
refusal to return his franchise to Metairie despite the
temporary, inadequate facilities that his team has in San
Antonio.

Shinn, who has been vilified as being a less-than-sat-
isfactory owner by those in Charlotte and by many who
cover the NBA, has performed in admirable fashion
regarding the future of the Hornets in New Orleans. He
has said all the right things about the team returning and
being part of the rebuilding of our area. Of course, he has
also said glowing things about Oklahoma City, depend-
ing on the audience. Shinn obviously gets the “bird in a
hand” concept. What he also gets is that he has an iron-
clad document that he signed with Louisiana for his team
to play here through 2012.

The Hornets lease with Louisiana and with New
Orleans Arena stipulates that the team will play in New
Orleans through June 30, 2012. After that date, the team
could depart New Orleans by paying a $10 million dollar
exit fee. Regarding the act of God that was Katrina, the
contract requires that work start on the damaged New
Orleans arena within 90 days of the time of the damage
that was rendered on August 29. Work started well ahead
of that deadline. Additionally, the agreement states that
the work must be completed within 24 months of the

time of the damage. Based on all information that I have
been able to obtain, the work on New Orleans Arena will
be finished well ahead of that imposed deadline. The
deal also calls for the state to pay for the damages, which
it will do. I have been told that the arena could actually
be ready before the end of the current NBA season. The
only escape-hatch that the Hornets would have is if the
state defaults on its lease by not coming through with the
agreed-upon payments to the Hornets franchise. Those
payments are not very substantial in comparison to the
one-sided deal with the Saints. The payments to the
Hornets are currently estimated at $2 million per year.
Benson, of course, has many outs from his deal with
Louisiana – from “force majeure” to a default of payments
by the state to the uninhabitable Superdome. He is armed
and equipped to enact escaping from his hometown.

Perhaps the strongest language in the lease agree-
ment that Shinn signed to come to New Orleans is that if
New Orleans Arena is ready for play and occupation, the
team MUST RETURN by the NEXT BASKETBALL
SEASON at the latest. The state would have to approve
the team playing some or all games elsewhere for the
2006-2007 season. The Hornets are scheduled to play six
games at the Pete Maravich Assembly Center in Baton
Rouge – December 16 against Phoenix, January 13
against Sacramento, January 18 against Memphis, March
8 against the Lakers, March 18 against Denver, and
March 21 versus the Clippers. The team has already run
advertising in both Baton Rouge and in New Orleans to
promote ticket sales. In contrast, the Saints were con-
spicuously absent from the airwaves in advertising their
opening game in Baton Rouge against the Dolphins. 

The contrasts continue in other facets. Based on
solid, loyal support for 38 years and based on the fact that
New Orleans has made the league richer through very
successful Super Bowls here, the NFL owes New
Orleans the right to retain its franchise, at least in the
short-term. Based on a lack of support for a young fran-
chise, the NBA does not feel the love for New Orleans.
There is no doubt that David Stern would love to see the
Hornets in Oklahoma City permanently. He personally
steered the Hornets there following Katrina. The city has
sold out all of its early season games at the Ford Center.
Most importantly, Stern never really wanted the Hornets
in New Orleans in the first place.

Paul Tagliabue, on the other hand, has consistently
stated that the Saints belong in Louisiana. He has fre-

Swarming back to New Orleans

Sports★ ★

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

quently called the Saints “New Orleans’ team.” He does not want the
Saints in San Antonio, though his desire for a team in Los Angeles
cannot be ignored.

The irony of the situation also cannot be ignored – the franchise
that with only three previous seasons in New Orleans that were not
very successful, under an owner who has already relocated his fran-
chise once, is more likely to remain here than the franchise that has
had nearly four decades of rich fan support, substantial subsidies, and
is under the direction of a man from New Orleans. While Shinn may
truly want to keep his team in Oklahoma City, his words have been
intelligent and comforting. While Benson obviously does not want to
keep his team here, his words have been insensitive and confusing.
Professional sports are big business. Here is a “stern” warning to
expect the unexpected. As one owner stated at the press conference to
announce his purchase of the New Orleans Saints in 1985, “we
gonna’ run this like a business.” Let us hope that both of these own-
ers opt to run their businesses in New Orleans, not to run away with
their entities to allegedly greener pastures, leaving our citizenry blue
and our elected officials seeing red. ★

Ken Trahan serves as Assistant Athletic Director for Media
Services, Broadcasting, Campus and Community Relations and
Group Sales at UNO and as sports director at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-
AM. Trahan is also the general manager and chairman of the board
of the Saints Hall of Fame in Rivertown, Kenner, and maintains a

Letters are also being sent to every affected homeown-
er. Here is what the affected homeowners are being told in
their letters:

Those without substantial damage: You are now eligi-
ble for building permits and can begin repairs. The Code
Enforcement and Permits department has extended its
hours and days of operation in order to assist homeowners
in the rebuilding process. The office will be open from
8:30 a.m. to 7:30.p.m. daily and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on Saturdays. All fees for permits, as it relates to
storm related rebuilding, are waived.

Those with 45-55 percent damage:  FEMA is recom-
mending that the city do further evaluation of these homes
and will quickly do so with help from the Greater New
Orleans Homebuilders Association.

Those with over 55 percent damage:  These homeown-

ers may be required to meet all current city codes and
obtain an elevation certificate. An official substantial dam-
age notice will soon be sent, and homeowners are encour-
aged to contact their insurance company to apply for
Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) funds. The city has
asked the federal government to set aside other funding to
help the affected homeowners who may not have enough
money to raise their homes.

Any homeowner who believes their home is substan-
tially damaged – but is not on the list or does not receive a
letter, can call Kenner Code Enforcement.“Our customers
have really welcomed our speedy return,” says Stillwell.
“In the wake of all that has happened, I think they’re glad
for the return of some entertainment and fun. Our goal is
to have all our employees return to their jobs and ramp up
to our previous levels of business. We really appreciate the
special relationship we enjoy with the city of Kenner and
share the belief that Kenner will come back better than it
has ever been.” ★

FEMA ASSESSMENTS IN FOR KENNER
(continued from page 1)



By RAFAEL E. SADDY

In the wake of Katrina, we are fortunate
that major companies or corporations, who
have the advantage of a financial base that
extends across the nation, were able to get
back to business in a relatively short amount
of time. Not only were companies such as
Wal-Mart, Sam’s, and Home Depot able to
bring to us much needed goods for survival,
but they also helped us to jumpstart a faster
recovery here locally. It is easy, however, to
forget or overlook the small business and its
role in the community. The small business
entrepreneur has historically played a large
part in the growth and success of America
and continues to be an integral part of a
healthy economy today.

Among the 81,000 businesses disrupted
in the wake of hurricane Katrina, small busi-
ness entrepreneurs in the Hispanic communi-
ty suffered significant losses as well. Those
small businesses that were able to re-open
their doors now run the risk of insolvency
due to a fragile consumer base coupled with
the high expenses that they had to bear in the
reconstruction process.

It is vital that small businesses be
restored wherever possible to contribute to
the economic health of our area. It is also
important to rebuild smartly and with a focus
on preserving our heritage, culture and iden-
tity. Survival depends on a plan with a mis-
sion statement for future development. We
tend to think that everything will come back
to status quo, but this is not the case post-
Katrina. These days, it is crucial to be pro-

active and not reactive in preparing plans that
should include both risk and the probability
of danger to investments. And, as a commu-
nity, we need to sponsor our local small busi-
nesses in order for them to grow and have the
ability to continue developing.

To assist local entrepreneurs with the
future development of their businesses, I am
pleased to invite everyone in the community
to a working seminar sponsored by the Latin
American Civic Association (LACAL) in
collaboration with the United States Small
Business Administration (SBA), the city of
Kenner, and Iglesia Verbo. The event will
take place at Iglesia Verbo, located at 2601
Florida Avenue in Kenner on December 10,
2005 from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. For indi-
viduals or businesses that need assistance in
completing an SBA loan, members of
LACAL or volunteers will be available to
assist starting at noon. For planning purposes
a confirmation of your attendance is appreci-
ated. Please call LACAL at 464-4619 and
leave a message.

This working seminar is very important
because it will give participants the opportu-
nity to interact with representatives from the
SBA, who will be able to advise participants
on the types of loans available, such as the
home disaster loan, business physical disaster
loan, or economic injury disaster loan.
Representatives will be able to inform partic-
ipants if a previous application is for the cor-
rect loan based on their loss. Individuals
attending this seminar, who have previously
applied for SBA loans, can sign up for a fol-
low-up phone or office visit within a week of
application status. Come in and find out if
you qualify for a mitigation loan. If your loan
application is approved, you may also be eli-
gible for additional funding to cover cost of
improvements that will protect your property
against future damage.

This seminar will also serve as a good
opportunity to discuss the credit require-
ments for loans including credit history,
repayment, and collateral. SBA reports that
many applications are in pending status either
because the requirements of collateral are not
in line with the loan amount, or the applica-
tion was filled out incorrectly. Learn about
your potential interest rate, which can vary
for those with “no credit” from 2.687 percent
to 4.0 percent and for those with “good cred-
it” from 5.375 percent to 4.750 percent.

If you do not need a loan but would like
to refinance, SBA can refinance all or part of
prior mortgages that are evidenced by a
recorded lien, when the applicant: (1) does
not have credit available elsewhere; (2) has
suffered substantial uncompensated disaster
damage (40 percent or more of the value of
the property), and; (3) intends to repair the
damage.

Homeowners can come to the seminar to
find out if they are eligible for refinancing of

existing liens or mortgages on their homes, in
some cases up to the amount of the loan for
real estate repair or replacement. Business
owners can learn whether they may be eligi-
ble for refinancing of existing mortgages or
liens on real estate, machinery and equip-
ment, in some cases up to the amount of the
loan for the repair or replacement of real
estate, machinery, and equipment.

I leave you with this thought for the
month: “The ability to simplify means to
eliminate the unnecessary so that the neces-
sary may speak!”

God Bless. ★

Rafael E. Saddy is an assistant to the
mayor for Hispanic affairs in Kenner and
president of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email
Saddy at sadd3143@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be sent to P.
O. Box 640604, Kenner, LA, 70064-0604.
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Seminar will assist entrepreneurs in rebuilding our community

CENTURY
TITLE

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking

• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate

METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center

3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana  70002

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana  70447

830-7979
FAX

831-2609

Although the Disaster Food Stamp
Program, which has served more than
521,000 hurricane households since
September 2, 2005, ended on November
30, 2005, citizens may continue to use their
electronic benefits transfer (EBT) card for
90 days from the date the last benefits were
added to the Louisiana Purchase Card,
according to the Louisiana Department of
Social Services officials.

For example, benefits added to the EBT
card in October will expire in January and
benefits added to the card in November
will expire in February.

The last date to apply for the emer-
gency food stamps was October 31, but
officials are encouraging hurricane victims
who are still in need to apply for regular
food stamp benefits.

“About $400 million in Disaster Food
Stamp assistance has benefited victims of
Hurricane Katrina and Rita,” said DSS
Secretary Ann S. Williamson. “Those who
are still facing hunger or nutritional chal-
lenges should apply for the regular Food
Stamp benefits.”

Citizens of Jefferson Parish who are
currently receiving Disaster Food Stamp
benefits and will need ongoing assistance
should apply for regular benefits. To apply,
citizens should visit the following
DSS/Office locations: Covenant House,
611 North Rampart, New Orleans, 8:00
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Hazel Hurst Community
Center, 1121 South Causeway, Metairie,
8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Westside Shopping

Center, Westbank Expressway, Gretna, 8:30
a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Belle Chasse Auditorium,
8398 Highway 23, Belle Chasse, 9:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.; and Super Walmart, 8201 West
Judge Perez Drive, Chalmette, 9:00 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

Applications may also be downloaded
from the DSS website at
www.dss.state.la.us. To receive an applica-
tion by mail, citizens may call 888 LA
HELPU or 888-524-3578.

The following information will be
requested: Social Security Number, the
number of household residents, verifiable
identification, proof of residence, if possi-
ble, and information regarding income and
resources such as bank statements and pay-
ment stubs.

According to Williamson, citizens will
receive the Food Stamp electronic benefits
transfer (EBT) card about a week after
application and verification. She encour-
aged low-income citizens who will need
benefits in December to begin the applica-
tion process as soon as possible.

Due to the DSS’ success in providing
food stamp benefits to those in poverty, the
federal government is awarding the state a
$2.8 million performance bonus. It is one
of the only four states being recognized
during federal year 2004.

More information is available on the
DSS website, www.dss.state.la.us
(www.familiesla.com) or by calling 888 LA
HELPU or 888-524-3578. ★

Community★ ★

Disaster food stamp benefits
may be used for 90 days
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By SHARON SOLOMON

Each year at this time, as marketing director for the
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau, I take the
opportunity to reflect back and think about the people
who have helped the KCVB over the past twelve months.
Hurricane Katrina has affected each and every one of us
and I have deep appreciation for those who helped our
city recover. Please join me in remembering those who
performed heroically in serving Kenner during the storm,
as well as those who are making the decisions that affect
each of us as we rebuild.

Specifically, I would like to acknowledge: our mayor

and our council members, who spent their time evacuat-
ing those who could not do it by themselves; the police
chief and his officers who kept us safe during the Katrina
disaster; the people in city government who lived in city
hall for days and weeks and worked to keep our city
alive; the fire chief and all the firefighters who tried to
keep our homes and businesses safe from fire while 150
mile per hour winds challenged them to their core, and;
the city workers who stayed on the job, cleaned up the
streets, picked up our trash and made Kenner the fastest
area to come back from the horrors of Katrina.

We have a lot to be thankful for in the city of Kenner.
I pray for those who lost everything in the storm but

are hopeful for them as they begin to rebuild. It is this
spirit of rebuilding that makes me most proud! As the
KCVB works diligently to bring back tourism in the city,
I see the spirit of life all around. As I bring clients on site
inspections of Kenner, they are continuously amazed at WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.

Home Computer Slow?

VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS

HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS

SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR & UPGRADES
DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

616-8030

SINCE 1978

450-1753

Carpet Cleaning & Restoration
Mold Remediation

FREE ESTIMATES

Slab, ceramic, tile & grout cleaning and
disinfecting prior to floor installation

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA  70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment

Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

Tourism★ ★

how far we have come in revitalizing our community. This spirit
will bring us into 2006 with a renewed zest for life.

I hope and pray that your holidays and the new year bring you
joy amidst the rebuilding of the place that we call home! ★

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the Kenner
Convention and Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. The KCVB is a non-profit corporation funded by private
membership dues and funds from the city of Kenner. Sharon
Solomon can be reached via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at
www.kennercvb.com.

A season of reflection and thanks

On Sunday, December 18, 2005, from 1:00 p.m. until
4:00 p.m., Tulane-Lakeside Hospital will be hosting a
free event for children and their parents to celebrate the
holidays. The event, which is open to the public, will fea-
ture performances by popular children’s entertainer
Papillion, winter crafts and activities, winter wonderland
gifts, door prizes and storytelling with Tulane-Lakeside

doctors. Tulane-Lakeside pediatricians and counselors
will be available for a question and answer session at the
event. For more information, call 780-8282.

Tulane-Lakeside Hospital, located at 4700 I-10
Service Road in Metairie near Clearview Parkway, is a
119 bed facility and is a campus of Tulane University
Hospital and Clinic. ★

Holidays★ ★

Tulane-Lakeside Hospital hosts a
winter wonderland event

The sixth annual Christmas Service of Remembrance,
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 15, 2005 at
the Pontchartrain Center’s Belle Grove Plantation ballroom
located on Williams Boulevard at the lake. Last year over
600 people attended this free event sponsored by the family
and staff of L. A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral Homes.

“We know that the holidays are not festive for everyone,
especially those families who have experienced a recent
death. Those in attendance will find this to be a very com-
forting and meaningful program that will provide them with
a source of strength and inspiration throughout the holiday
season,” said Louis A. Muhleisen, Jr. a fourth generation
funeral director and owner of L. A. Muhleisen & Son
Funeral Homes.

We will honor and remember by name the deceased
loved ones of those families present. This program, inter-
laced with a delightful array of music, will serve as a well-
spring of comfort, consolation and encouragement,” says
Muhleisen.

At the conclusion, participants will be presented with an
Angel of Remembrance, taken from a Christmas tree, in
memory of their loved one.

To register the name or names of those you would like
to remember or to learn more about this holiday program,
call L. A. Muhleisen & Son at 466-8577. Reservations to
attend are not required.

L. A. Muhleisen & Son is a family owned, independent
funeral home with locations in Kenner and Metairie. ★

Christmas Service of Remembrance
to be held at Pontchartrain Center

On Saturday, December 10, from 11:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m., Pauline Books and Media, located at 4403
Veterans Memorial Boulevard across from the Clearview
Shopping Center will host “A Birthday Party For Jesus.”
The event will feature “The Christmas Story for

Children,” Christmas carols, a birthday cake, and a  pro-
fessional photographer taking pictures at the Jesus’ crib.
Costumes are provided. Prizes will also be available. For
more information on this unique family opportunity to
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, call 887-7631. ★

A birthday party for Jesus

The Jefferson Performing Arts Society’s (JPAS)
Jefferson Chorale will begin their 28th season with a
free Christmas concert to be held on December 11, at
4:00 p.m. The performance, which will take place in St.
Agnes Catholic Church, 3310 Jefferson Highway,
includes a schedule of holiday favorites such as the

“Magnificat” by J.S. Bach, “The Seven Joys of
Christmas” by Kirke Mechem, and several spirituals.
There will also be an audience sing-along of traditional
carols.

Admission is free and open to the public, however,
donations to JPAS will be accepted at the event. ★

JPAS to host free musical Christmas celebration
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By LINDA R. MARTIN

When you are buying a home, there are
many problems that the seller is obligated
to disclose. For example, in most states, it
is illegal to withhold information about
major physical defects on the property, but,
these disclosures do not always paint the
entire picture of the home. Here are six
questions you may want to ask that can
offer additional insight about the prospec-
tive home before you make a final decision.
1. Why is the seller selling the house?
This question may help you evaluate the
“real value” of the property. Is there some-
thing about the house the seller does not
like? If so, you may be able to adjust the
purchase offer accordingly.
2. How much did the seller pay for the
home?
This question can, in some instances, help
the buyer negotiate a better deal – maybe
even get the seller to carry part of the loan.
However, it is important to remember that
the purchase price is influenced by several
factors, like the current market value and
any improvements the seller may have
made to the home. The original purchase
price might not have anything to do with
the current value of the house.
3. What does the seller like most and
least about the property?
By asking the seller what he or she likes
most and least about the property, you
might get some interesting information. In
a few cases, what a seller likes the most
about a home might actually be something
the buyer is looking to avoid. For example,

if the seller describes his house as being in
a “happening community,” the buyer might
consider this a negative factor because the
area may be too noisy or busy for his or her
taste.
4. Has the seller had any problems with
the home in the past?
It is also a good idea to ask the seller if he
or she has had any problems with the home
while living there. Has the seller had prob-
lems with a leakage from the upstairs bed-
room in the past? If so, even if the leak has
been corrected, the floor and walls around
the bathroom might have been damaged.
You should also check that these items were
repaired properly.

5. Are there any nuisances or problem
neighbors?
Use this answer to find out about any noisy
neighbors, barking dogs, heavy airplane
traffic or even planned changes to the com-
munity, such as a planned street widening.
This may give you insight on why the sell-
er is really moving.
6. How are the public schools in the area?

Because the value of a community is
usually greatly influenced by the public
schools in the area, finding out the buyer’s
perception can give you some insight about
the quality of the area’s schools.

Knowing all you can about a prospec-
tive home, not only helps you decide if it's

the home of your dreams, but what offer to
make as well. Your real estate professional
can help you get your key questions
answered and give you advice on how to
evaluate your findings.

For more information visit
www.ibhs.org or www.fema.gov. ★

Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@pruden-
tialgardner.com. Prudential Gardner’s
website is www.prudentialgardner.com.

Six questions buyers should ask before making an offer

By LYNNE DIMM

It is still not
too late to plant
winter garden
color such as
p a n s i e s ,
dianthus, petu-
nias, allsyum,
kale and calen-
dulas to add to
your outdoor
d e c o r a t i o n s .

For the first row, plant dwarf snaps and
alyssum tiny petunias. In the second row,
plant pansies, petunias, medium snaps, cal-
endulas or kale. Winter plants like dry soil,
so do not water them excessively.

Our area has had less rain than usual for

this time of year, so water your trees deeply
as they are still in shock from the storm
wind. Fertilize everything including trees,
shrubs and lawns with winterizer.
Winterizer is a food that feeds the roots of
plants all winter long and adds spring vigor.

Add new mulch to spruce up your gar-
den and to keep the roots warm. I recom-
mend pine needles, pine needle mulch,
cypress mulch, or rocks as covers for beds.
Some people use plastic or ground cloth
under their mulch.

Purchase poinsettias for indoor joy and
color. Christmas cactus is similar to an
orchid flower and is also pretty at this time
of year. Use plants as simple living gifts, as
this is the season of renewal of faith, beau-
ty, and all of the pleasant things life has to
offer.

Happy holidays to all my readers. This
year, let us together praise the wonderful
maker of all things and ask for extra
strength to accomplish whatever it takes to
protect our beloved city from floods and all
perils. Plant a new tree or, in some way,
extend this flow of life of which we are all
a part. ★

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of bed-
ding plants and has over 30 years experi-
ence in the industry. Lynne Dimm can be
reached via email at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 468-5467or visit
Dimm’s website at www.lynnedimmsnurs-
ery.com.

Gardening★ ★

December horticulture hints
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Silverlake Wine Store of Los Angeles, California
recently presented a check for $11,500 to Kenner

Mayor Phil Capitano for the Kenner Hurricane
Katrina Relief Fund at Omni Bank. The check was
presented by Kenner Planning Director Randy
Clement, whose son, Randy, Jr., is part owner of the
store along with George Cossette and April Langford.

The store, which raised the money at a Sunday
afternoon benefit attended by more than 500 people,
featured Abita and Dixie beer, specialty sandwiches,
pecan bars and chicory ice cream donated for the
event by Los Angeles chefs Chris Kidder of Literati
Café and Dan Mattern of AOC Restaurant. The high-
light of the evening was a silent auction featuring a
baseball autographed by Eric Gagne.

“This is an example that a small business can
make a difference,” said Randy Clement, Jr. “I intend
for the money to be used partly to help displaced area
residents rebuild their lives, especially those who had
little to start with. The remainder, I hope, will be used
where the needs are greatest. I originally had wanted

Los Angeles wine store raises $11,500 for Kenner relief fund

By JON T. MOSES

Kenner Regional Medical Center recently received
the American Heart Association’s Get With The
Guidelines-Coronary Artery Disease (GWTG-CAD)
Initial Performance Achievement Award. The award rec-
ognizes Kenner Regional’s commitment and success for
90 consecutive days in implementing a higher standard
of cardiac care that effectively improves treatment of
patients hospitalized with coronary artery disease.

To receive the award, Kenner Regional consistently
complied for 90-days with the requirements in the
GWTG-CAD program. Under the GWTG-CAD pro-
gram, patients are started on aggressive risk reduction
therapies such as cholesterol-lowering drugs, aspirin,
ACE inhibitors and beta-blockers in the hospital and
receive smoking cessation and weight management
counseling and referrals for cardiac rehabilitation before
they are discharged. Hospitals that receive the award
have demonstrated that during one quarter at least 85
percent of its eligible coronary patients (without con-
traindications) are discharged following the American
Heart Association’s recommended treatments.

“The American Heart Association applauds Kenner
Regional for its success in implementing the appropriate
standards of care and protocols to reduce the number of
recurrent events in coronary patients,” said Gray Ellrodt,
M.D., the American Heart Association volunteer chair-
man for the national Get With The GuidelinesSM.
“Kenner Regional is well above the national average in
terms of implementing these life-saving treatments.”

Projections have shown that implementation of car-
diovascular disease secondary prevention guidelines
nationwide, as promoted in the GWTG-CAD program,
could result in saving more than 80,000 lives each year.

“Kenner Regional is dedicated to making our car-
diac unit among the best in the country, and the
American Heart Association’s Get With The
GuidelinesSM program is helping us accomplish that by
making it easier for our professionals to improve the

long-term outcomes of our cardiac patients,” said Jack
Khashou, Director of Business Development for the
hospital. “We are pleased to be recognized for our dedi-
cation and achievements in cardiac care.”

The American Heart Association’s GWTG-CAD
program is designed to increase the use of and adher-
ence to the association’s secondary prevention guide-
lines for coronary artery disease. Developed to assist
healthcare professionals follow proven standards and
procedures before patients are discharged, GWTG-CAD
can help Kenner Regional reduce the risk of recurrent
heart attacks and death in treated patients. The program,
which works by mobilizing teams in acute care hospitals
to implement American Heart Association/American
College of Cardiology secondary prevention guidelines,
was developed with support from an unrestricted educa-
tional grant from Merck & Co., Inc.

According to the American Heart Association, more
than 450,000 people suffer recurrent heart attacks each
year. Statistics also show that within one year of an
attack, 25 percent of men and 38 percent of women will
die. Within six years after a heart attack, about 22 per-
cent of men and 46 percent of women will be disabled
with heart failure.

The American Heart Association’s Get With The
GuidelinesSM program is being implemented in hospitals
around the country. For more information on Get With The
GuidelinesSM, visit www.americanheart.org/getwith-
theguidelines. ★

Jon T. Moses is a Marketing Liaison with Kenner
Regional Medical Center located at 200 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner. Moses can be reached at 464.8699 or
at Jonathan.Moses@tenethealth.com. Kenner Regional
Medical Center is a Tenet-owned hospital with a full
service emergency room, outpatient diagnostics and
impatient services providing care to Kenner and the sur-
rounding area. KRMC accepts a majority of insurance
plans.

to divide the funds between Kenner and a fund directly benefit-
ing New Orleans storm victims, however the Kenner Relief
Fund was the only such fund established that would apply all the
money to helping Katrina victims.”

“The generosity of the Silverlake Wine Store and the people
who attended the event is a testament to the power of human
kindness. On behalf of the citizens of Kenner, I sincerely thank
all of them,” said Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano. ★
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• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
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Windows
• Gutters

• Patio Covers
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• Screened Rooms
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OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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Kenner Regional Medical Center receives
American Heart Association achievement award

La Quinta: Spanish for Now Hiring
Front Desk Agents, Night Auditors, Room Attendants, Bellman,

Maintenance, Assistant Housekeeping Manager

Please apply at La Quinta Inn & Suites
301 Camp Street

New Orleans, LA  70130

Benefits: Employee Incentive Program, 401K, Medical, Dental, Vision,
Employee Discounts, Vacation and Paid Holidays

Asistente del Mostrador, Interventor de la Noche, Asistentes del Sitio,
Bellmen, Mantenimiento, Encargado de la Economía Doméstica,

Ayudante del Encargado de la Economía Doméstica
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Orleans LA 70130

Numero de Fax 504-598-9978

Ventajas: Programa del Incentivo del Empleado, 401(k), Descuentos de
Empleado, Vacaciones, Dias Feriados
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By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Most people think that an engine’s
capabilities, gas mileage or the vehicle’s
overall handling are the most important
performance components of their vehi-
cles. They don’t think about the vehi-
cle’s tires. However, tires are more than
just those things that make your car roll.
Tires are solely responsible for how
your vehicle responds to your driving
and steering. They can increase your
vehicle’s gas mileage and help keep you
in control.

If your tires do all this for you, then
what should you do for them? How can
you keep your tires in good condition?
There are two basic things you should
be aware of to increase the efficiency of
your vehicle, keep you and your passen-
gers safe, and extend the life of your
tires. These key elements are maintain-
ing proper inflation pressure and regu-

larly rotating the tires.
The number one cause of tire dam-

age is improper inflation pressure,
which causes irregular tread wear and
poor gas mileage.

Consumers are usually unaware that
the inflation pressure listed on the tire
itself is the tire’s maximum pressure,
not its ideal pressure. To determine your
vehicle’s optimum pressure, consult
your owner’s manual. If the manual has
no specifications, most vehicles have a
sticker with information listing the cor-
rect tire pressure possibly on the door
jam, doorpost, glove compartment door
or on the fuel door. The sticker will tell
you the pressure you should maintain to
get the best performance out of the
vehicle, the correct tire size and maxi-
mum vehicle load.

Now that you know the correct tire
pressure, it’s important to check it at
least once a month and before any long
trips. It’s also important to know how
the outside temperature can affect your
tires. Tires usually lose about one psi
(pounds per square inch) of pressure for
every ten degrees Fahrenheit of temper-
ature drop. Check pressure when the

tires are still cold before you’ve driven
at all.

Checking tire pressure when a tire is
‘cold’ ensures that you will get an accu-
rate reading because tire pressure will
increase as you drive.

Proper air pressure extends tread life
of your tires, improves safety and
reduces fuel consumption – all vital fac-
tors in saving energy and protecting the
environment. Avoid over-inflating or
under-inflating. Never reduce the air
pressure in a hot tire to try to achieve
the desired inflation pressure as it will
cause your tires, at normal tempera-
tures, to be under-inflated.

Rotate your tires on a regular basis
to further extend the life of your tires.
Tire rotation should be performed every
5,000 to 8,000 miles and will extend a
tire’s tread life by equalizing its tread
wear. Rotating tires will also maintain
accurate handling and response and
optimize traction.

Because tires wear differently, it is
important to rotate your tires. Tires on a
rear-wheel drive vehicle and a front-
wheel drive vehicle will all exhibit dif-
ferent wear patterns. They are all

mounted in different positions and some
are drive tires while others are not, so all
four tires will wear in different areas.
Rotation will allow them to wear evenly
so that one area won’t wear out quicker
than another.

High performance vehicle owners
should be aware that tires on these types
of vehicles will wear much more rapid-
ly than that on a regular vehicle, so rota-
tion is even more important.

Maintaining proper tire inflation and
rotating your tires while monitoring
tread wear can extend the life of your
tires by as much as 25 percent.
Maintaining proper pressure and keep-
ing up with a regular rotation schedule
is safer, better for your tires and your
wallet, and your car’s performance. ★

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s web-
site is www.scottystireauto.com.

Automotive★ ★

Take care of your tires and they will take care of you

KTV-76 December 2005 Schedule
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By DAN DORMADY

The sharp increase in natural gas prices
will cause most of us to have much higher
heating bills this winter. While you can’t
control the price of natural gas, you can take
action to keep your energy bills as low as
possible. One key step is to improve your
home’s insulation.

In Louisiana, the attic is the single
biggest area for energy loss. During heating
season, warm air rises and radiates up into
the colder attic space. In our part of the
country, a minimum of six inches with an R-
19 value is commonly installed. However,
for additional energy savings, 10-12 inches
with an R-30 to R-38 value is recommended.

Heat (energy) tends to flow toward cool-
er areas, and insulation is rated by how well
it resists heat flow. The higher the R-value
(resistance), the better the insulating power.
But don’t let the resistance to “heat” flow
fool you into thinking that insulation is not a
factor in warm climates. It just works in
reverse there, keeping the warm air from
flowing into interior spaces you’re paying to
keep cool. That’s why the R-Value is an
important criterion in any climate. The den-
sity of an insulating material determines its
R-value. Just because it’s thick doesn’t mean
insulation has a high R-value. In fact, man-
ufacturers are now packing more R-value
into many fiber glass products by increasing
the density but keeping the thickness the
same.

Fiberglass insulation is the most popular
material for do-it-yourselfers because of its
versatility, low cost and easy installation. It
is used in attics, walls and floors for both
heat retention and sound control. Insulation
is sold in rolls or batts of varied thicknesses
that match the most common framing sizes
(3 ?”, 5 ?” and 6 ?”) with R-values ranging
from R-11 to R-38 or it can be blown in.

When installing fiberglass insulation, use a
good dust respirator, protective eyewear,
work gloves and a loose-fitting long-sleeved
shirt. When adding fiberglass to existing
insulation in the attic, use unfaced rolls that
don’t have a vapor barrier, which you already
have in your existing insulation, because it
would trap moisture and dampen the lower
layer. To ensure a good seal, install the rolls
perpendicular to existing insulation rows.

MIRAFLEX™ is a new type of insula-
tion fiber developed by Owens Corning.
MIRAFLEX™ is a bi-component fiber with
a random twist that is soft to the touch with
no straight fibers to irritate and itch. Its
extraordinary resiliency characteristics
allow PINKPLUS R-25 Insulation® featur-
ing MIRAFLEX™ fiber to be packaged in
an ultra-compact roll. That same resiliency
makes installation easier than it has ever
been before. PINKPLUS R-25 Insulation
featuring MIRAFLEX™ fiber expands and
then conforms to irregular and hard-to-fit
spaces.

Cellulose is literally shredded paper sold
by the bag and blown loose into attics and
walls. You can rent the blower equipment
and apply cellulose yourself, but it’s most
often installed by professionals who can do
it much more quickly and at prices not that
much higher than the price of the rental. The
R-value of this application is determined by
the height or thickness of the blown materi-
al – with 12” giving you about an R-38
value.

Finally, attempt to locate air leaks in the
ceiling and seal with caulk by using a smok-
ing incense stick to locate drafts. Insulate
around pipes and flues. But leave a 3” space
between metal flues, chimneys and recessed
lighting fixtures unless fixture is marked
“I.C.” (Insulated Ceiling). Don’t insulate all
the way along the ceiling joists to the soffit.
This prevents outside air from ventilating
the attic. ★

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed profes-
sional engineer and licensed home inspector
(LSBHI #10273), and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally

owned consulting engineering firm special-
izing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565

Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criterium-
dormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dor-
mady.com.

Home★ ★

Improving your home’s insulation

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’ t BeBeat !
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469-9500
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$50OFF
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$750 or more
Installation
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WELLS
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Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

1900 W. Esplanade, Suite 203, Kenner, LA 70065
Mickey King

Branch Manager
504-468-4163

Donna Nold
Home Mtg. Consultant

504-468-4161
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Home Mtg. Consultant
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involved in helping the city as a volunteer
with the City of Kenner Beautification
Committee. She was the first woman hired
by Kenner as a regulatory inspector. In
those days, Code Enforcement work was
done by the Regulatory Department.
Matar’s first job included identifying
blighted properties and places where litter
and junk were being dumped.

She did such a good job that, in 1983,
Matar become the first woman named to
the position of Chief Regulatory Inspector,
supervising several other employees. In
1984, she was named to the position of

Assistant Office Manager in Code
Enforcement, a position she has held for
more than 20 years.

Matar is deeply involved in the work of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in
Kenner where she is a Eucharistic Minister.

A city employee who has known her
since her days as a volunteer on the
Beautification Committee says, “Part of
what makes Kenner such an exceptional
place to live and work are people like Ilona
who just love this city and care deeply
about people. The young people in city
government look up to her as a role model,
and that’s appropriate because she is a won-
derful role model for all of us.” ★

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
(continued from page 1)
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Orleans, the Louisiana Baptist Convention,
and the Southern Baptist Convention. A size-
able campus that today includes education
and music buildings, and a Family Center,
lends no clue as to the church’s humble
beginning – a 1955 Kenner tent revival on the
corner of Georgia and Thirty First Streets.
Chartered in 1958, with Reverend Henry Hall
as pastor, the first church sanctuary was built
in 1960. In the four decades that followed,
Reverend Clyde Roberts and Dr. Buford
Easley supervised the astonishing growth of
the Baptist congregation, which has been car-
ried forward by Pastor John Faull since 2004.

One tenet of the Williams Boulevard
Baptist Church’s purpose statement is to
minister to the needs of all the people with-
in reach of the church. When asked about
how far this reach extends, Pastor Faull
answered:

“As a member of the Southern Baptist
Convention, I’d say that we have a reach far
beyond Kenner. We support the work of mis-
sionaries and missions all over the world.
We’ve had some of our own church mem-
bers go into the mission field in places like
Africa and Asia. Locally, we have started
missions in LaPlace, Slidell, Belle Chase
and beyond. We are trying to build His
kingdom, and to do that we need to commu-
nicate with other communities of faith and
serve side by side.”

But while the works performed by the
Williams Boulevard Baptist Church can be
seen even in places like New Orleans, where

the congregation will participate in 2006
with other Baptist churches in Kenner to
build 60 houses with Habitat for Humanity,
in its home town the impact is greatly visi-
ble as well. Throughout its years in Kenner,
the church has initiated several unique pro-
grams that have encouraged generations of
individuals to build a positive community by
exploring Christian faith. One such example
has come in the form of a “bus ministry.”

For the past 15 years, once a week on
Tuesday nights, Margaret Burnaman, a con-
gregation member since 1964, drives a van
through the streets of Kenner’s neighbor-
hoods on a route that will bring 15-25
teenage boys to an evening of Bible study
and basketball. It is a routine that she will
repeat on Wednesday night as well for the
girl’s Mission program. The girls, ranging
from 11 to 16 years old, are currently learn-
ing about the books of the Bible.

Burnaman explained her commitment to
working with the city’s youth, many of
whom are not even members of her congre-
gation.

“Kids need to be in church and they
need to learn about God. Here we try to pro-
vide them with examples that will help them
to be more Christ-like in their own lives. I
get joy from watching others find God.”

Burnaman adds that her story is not
unique in a church that encourages all of its
3,000-plus members to be active in serving
others.

“We don’t just sit down, worship, and
leave. If someone wants to start a ministry,
everyone is behind them,” Burnaman said,
giving an example of a church

exercise/aerobic class that begins with
Bible study before exercise.

Pastor Faull confirms that the ministries
started by his church and its members begin
out of a genuine love for the city it serves.

“The church here is the biggest, most
loving family that I have ever been part of,”
Faull said. “Because they know that they are
loved by God, they do not hesitate to extend
that love to others.”

In yet another example that impacts hun-
dreds of local metro area residents on a
weekly basis, every Sunday the church’s
Special Ministries Department has Bible
classes and worship services for the mild to
moderate developmentally disabled children
and adults. 

“Our Special Ministries for the mentally
challenged started 25 years ago,” Pastor
Faull said. “Parents would bring their chil-
dren to church who had trouble attending
other services. On any given Sunday, 150 to
300 people come here with ages ranging
from mid-teens to adult. The day care cen-
ters come here by the van loads.”

“I remember becoming overwhelmed
with joy watching those assembled sing to
the Lord,” Faull recounts, adding that at the
end of one of these services it is not unusual
to see 20 to 30 of those present come down
to pray.

Members of the Williams Boulevard
Baptist Church have also gone out to start
other service groups who provide for the
needs of everyone ranging from teenagers,
to married couples, to those recovering from
addictions.

“What can we do as a church to help

provide for people to live in the right way?
We can love them, and offer them ways to
become a positive part of the community.
We, as a church need to provide alternatives.
By giving counseling and teaching account-
ability, we can show them a way out of what-
ever negative situation they find themselves
in,” Pastor Faull explained.

Faull said that the church’s 12 steps sub-
stance abuse program has both private and
group counseling.

“Ninety-five percent of this ministry has
nothing to do with church members. It is
offered as a service to the community,” Faull
said.

Aside from a hands-on approach to
making the city better though service to its
citizens, the Williams Boulevard Baptist
Church congregation also makes a practice
of lifting the city up in prayer as well.

“Our church is praying for every aspect
of community life in Kenner: government,
local officials, school administrations and
teachers, and even for businesses. Our
prayer is that righteousness reign in each of
these areas,” Faull said. 

While the church has no plans for physi-
cal expansion at this time, Pastor Faull still
has major goals for the future of his congre-
gation.

“The most important aspect of our exis-
tence is that every member is totally commit-
ted to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. I
want to see our family become representatives
of where our heart is as servants of the King of
kings and the Lord of lords. Ultimately, our
mission is the mission of Christ – we’re com-
mitted to seeking and saving what was lost.” ★

WILLIAMS BLVD. BAPTIST
(continued from page 1)
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per substantially damaged household will be
closer to the $50,000 range or even more. We
are asking the congressional delegation to
help us get federal funds to fill the gap.”

FEMA just completed an assessment of
some 2,800 Kenner homes suspected of
having substantial damage. That list was
turned over to the city on November 28 and
Kenner officials are notifying homeowners
through letters and the media. The entire list
is also posted on the city’s website. Of the
some 2,800 homes assessed, 2,012 have
been identified as not having substantial
damage and those homeowners are being
told they can proceed with home repairs.
“Another 616 homeowners have been listed
by FEMA as having 45 percent to 55 per-
cent damage and FEMA is recommending
that the city do another review because they
are so close to the 50 percent damage range.
We are using experts with the
Homebuilder’s Association to assist in this
final review and hope to have definite
answers for these people very soon,” says
Keith Chiro who oversees both the Public
Works Department and Code Enforcement.
Chiro says some 204 homes have been iden-
tified as having susbstantial damage. He
adds that those homeowners will soon get
an official notice and will be required to
meet all current city codes and must obtain
an elevation certificate.

Capitano is hoping that homeowners

needing additional funds to raise elevations,
otherwise improve their homes and make
them less vulnerable to hurricanes, will get
these additional federal funds.

Capitano and his city hall team prepared
a comprehensive, detailed 20-page Power
Point presentation that was praised by
Senator Landrieu, Senator Vitter,
Congressman Jindal and the congressional
aides who saw it.

“Many others have come up here with
nothing but a plea for help,” said one con-
gressional aide, who asked not to be named.
“But, give Mayor Capitano and his team a
lot of credit. They came up here with a
detailed yet concise presentation of those
things they believe Kenner needs both to
restore the city and to prepare for the next
big hurricane that comes our way in South
Louisiana. They’re asking for a lot, but
they’ve also given reasons why Kenner
needs a lot.”

Congressman Jindal said, “I was glad to
meet with Mayor Capitano when he visited
Washington and I look forward to continue
working with him as the federal, state and
local governments work with the private
sector to completely rebuild Kenner and
help people come home.” Senators
Landrieu and Vitter expressed similar senti-
ments.

Capitano said, “We didn’t want to go to
Congress with a lot of undocumented
requests. Our Kenner team thought it was
crucial to spell exactly what we need and
why. Our department heads and staff did a

great job of preparing a well-documented
request for assistance. Let’s hope we get the
help we need.”

The mayor said that Kenner will also
benefit from its membership in the Jefferson
Parish Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.
Through the program, Kenner becomes eli-
gible for FEMA Section 404 Hazard
Mitigation funds. The grant program could
bring more than $1 billion in federal funds
to Jefferson Parish, with Kenner and other
member municipalities getting a proportion-
al share of the money. The funds could be
used to increase elevations for public build-
ings and homes, localized flood projects
such as ring levees and floodwall systems
and retrofitting structures and facilities to

minimize damage from high winds or flood-
ing.

Titled “The City of Kenner Hurricane
Katrina Economic Infrastructure Recovery
Plan,” Capitano’s Power Point proposal
seeks funds for a wide variety of projects,
including the rebuilding and strengthening
of Laketown Park, improvements to the
city’s drainage system, a new “pump to the
river” pumping station, sewer improve-
ments, creation and construction of a city of
Kenner Emergency Operations Center in
Rivertown and assistance for the Kenner
homes and businesses that were substantial-
ly damaged. Kenner’s proposal to the
Washington delegation can be found on the
city’s website at www.kenner.la.us. ★

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433       Wireless Internet

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”

The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

Let Us Help You Celebrate
Your Holiday Season in Kenner.

— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM - 6:00 AM
FOOD SERVICE 11:30 AM - 10:00 PM

FEDERAL AID
(continued from page 1)



34 DECEMBER 2005 KENNER ST★ R

By ED CLANCY

Over the
past 32 years
that I have
lived in the
New Orleans
area, I have
played the
same game
everyone else
here has played
each time

there’s a hurricane in the Gulf. We watch
the progress of the hurricane on TV and say
that silent little prayer, “Please go some-
where else, don’t come to New Orleans.”
And, of course, people in Florida are pray-
ing the same prayer. Each time the storm
actually did go somewhere else, we all
“breathed a sigh of relief.” New Orleans
had “dodged another bullet.” A few of us
felt what is known as “survivor’s guilt,” but
for the most part we went on with our lives
and let Florida, or Texas, or wherever deal
with the aftermath of the storm.

This time, however, the “Prayer Game”
didn’t work, and we got clobbersmacked
with Katrina. The guilt, however, didn’t go
away, it just took a different form. At least
it did in my case.

Coming home after evacuation we
knew that we would find one of three
things: 1. Our home was devastated. 2. Our
home suffered damage, but we could
rebuild. 3. Our home suffered nothing at
all. 

And that’s where the guilt raises it ugly
head.

When I came home to find that my
house had suffered nothing more than lots
of tree branches in the back yard, I, of
course, felt very, very lucky. The neighbor-
hood was a mess, with all the debris piled
on the streets, and it was a very depressing
scene, but for many of us in the area, our
homes were livable. I had the good fortune
of living next door to Mickey Wagner, a
man who does floors for a living, and knew
about mold. Seeing right away how unsuit-
ed I am to manual labor, he proceeded to
haul my refrigerator outdoors and hose it
down with soap and Clorox. After an
overnight airing, he moved it back in the
house and the worst was over for me, at
least in terms of storm damage. Since my

return on September 26, I have been con-
tacting friends to find out what happened to
them in the storm, and they have been con-
tacting me, by phone or email.

At first, I was happy to report no dam-
age at my house, but usually the reply was,
“We had three feet of water, and there are
twelve of us living in a one room apart-
ment.” This scenario repeated itself time
and again. If I ran into somebody in a
newly reopened grocery store, the conver-
sation would go something like this:

“Hey Ed, how the heck are you?”
“Hi, Dan. How did you make out?”
“Oh, my house is gone, we’re living

with my mother-in-law and her nine rela-
tives, and my wife, my son and I all lost our
jobs. How’s it goin’ with you?”

“Well…uh...we came out okay, no dam-
age.”

“Heyyyyy, that’s great. You got lucky.”
I was never sure whether that “heyyyy,”

was a sincere expression of happiness that I
made out okay, or whether it was a delaying
tactic to keep from crying, or perhaps
punching me in the mouth.

As for me, it has become more difficult
to report my damage status to a friend who
has lost everything. I finally figured out
that my anguish comes not from guilt, but
from embarrassment. So I have decided
that my next conversation might go some-
thing like this:

“Hey, Ed, how the heck are you?”
“Hi, Jim. How are you?”
“Oh, we had six feet of water and I’m

tearing sheet rock out every night after
spending the days looking for work. My
kids are in Dallas going to school, and my
wife ran off with the adjuster. How’s it
goin’ with you?”

”Oh, I did pretty well. Only had about
two feet of water, and I sprained my back
putting up the blue roof, but other than that
I’m okay. I posted my resume on the fridge
out front.”

My hunch is that the little charade will
help get rid of my embarrassment, but I’ll
still have to work on the guilt. ★

Ed Clancy’s column for the Kenner Star
was printed on the editorial page in The
Times-Picayune newspaper on November
25. Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

People★ ★

Katrina guilt

3501 Chateau Blvd.
465-9444

Open
7:00 A.M. - 10:00 P.M.

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER

We can take care of 
Your Catering Needs for

Special Occasions and Holiday Parties

Chateau Café Breakfast
“A Kenner Tradition”

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year
from the

Kenner Star Staff



KENNER ST★ R DECEMBER 2005  35

Now Playing in the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema

2020 4th Street in Kenner’s Historic Rivertown • 468-7231
Showtimes: Tuesday - Saturday at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

…and don’t miss
MARS QUEST in 
the Planetarium

and the incredible
LASER HOLIDAY!

…and don’t miss
MARS QUEST in 
the Planetarium

and the incredible
LASER HOLIDAY!
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