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City to give amnesty on old traffic tickets

Treasure Chest
celebrates 11th
anniversary proud
of 1025 employees
who earn more than
$21 million annually

Keith Conley
Clerk of Court

For one month
during August only,
the city of Kenner
has created an
amnesty program
covering 11,000
old arrest attachments, many of
them for unpaid
traffic tickets that
date as far back as

15 years.
According to administration sources,
when the volume of attachments related
to old cases in Kenner’s Mayor’s Court
was discovered, the city’s chief executive
resolved to give all of those on the list a
chance to pay their fines. Under the
“Amnesty Program,” if a person on the
attachment list pays their fine, the attachment will be recalled and contempt fees
will be waived. In most cases, no court

Kenner’s World Class Collision Center
finds a comfortable niche in the
competitive world of body shops

By ALLAN KATZ

By ALLAN KATZ

There’s a big celebration underway at
the Treasure Chest Casino where they’re
commemorating their 11th anniversary in
Kenner. No one is happier about the success of the Treasure Chest than the gaming boat’s more than 1025 employees,
who will earn in excess of $21 million in

Edward Nickolaus is one of
those rare individuals who loves
to go to work every day. Even as
a kid, he chomped at the bit
while eager to earn a paycheck.
That’s how he became a 13year-old vehicle painter at a
Buick dealership back in the
1970s. Today at age 38,

★

continued on page 8

continued on page 23

Kenner Parks and Recreation
Leisure Service Fall Registration

Fall 2005
Adult & Children’s Programs
see center pull-out section
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Mark Glorioso is
unsung hero of
Kenner’s Public
Works Department
By ALLAN KATZ

Mark Glorioso, a
foreman in the
Kenner Public Works
Department, is not
only city hall’s
“Unsung Hero” for
August but he is also
a friend and role
model for every city
Mark Glorioso
Kenner Public Works employee.
In the first of a
series of Kenner Star articles on unsung
heroes among city employees, Glorioso
was selected because of his energy, commitment, enthusiasm, and ability to work
well with others. Glorioso, whose special
assignments include Rivertown and the
Community Services Department, came
continued on page 31

appearance will be required. Some traffic
tickets can also be paid on-line.
Regular hours for the Mayor’s Court
are Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., however, to facilitate
the expected use of the “Amnesty
Program,” the city will extend Clerk of
Court hours on Monday and Wednesday
evenings between August 1 through
August 31 until 6:30 p.m. with extra
essential personnel on hand to help citizens who come in to pay their fines.
Clerk of Court Keith Conley said,
“Some of these cases go back 15 years
and have probably been long forgotten by
the people involved. But the attachments
are official and enforceable, so if you are
one of the people on the list and are
stopped by police for any reason in New
Orleans, Jefferson Parish or Kenner, you
would be arrested and taken to jail.”
The persons named in the 11,000
attachments and their dates of birth can
be found by clicking on the word
“Amnesty” on the city of Kenner’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
Conley said that, depending on the
offense cited in the attachment, some
persons on the list will need to go to
court to pay their fines and have their
names removed. “We also expect that
continued on page 17

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish draws
from rich history to serve present day Kenner
By TROY BROUSSARD
When it comes to telling the story of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH), the
word “history” is inevitable. The first
canonical parish in East Jefferson, OLPH
Catholic church has also long served as a
cornerstone of community life in Kenner,
acting as a refuge against common hardship, a setting for celebration, as well as a
place of learning where generations of
the city’s residents have been educated.
According to local historians, the foot
of Williams Boulevard at LaSalle’s
Landing is acknowledged as a place
where Christianity first arrived in
Louisiana, when the renowned explorer
erected a cross there upon his arrival. Not
far from that very site, OLPH traces its
own beginning back to 1848, when the
church was included in the area encompassed by Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary parish of Carrollton. By 1868, there
was a small mission chapel in what was
then known as Kennerville. It wasn’t until
1877, however, that what was to become

OLPH was officially established as St.
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church.
The diverse population that began to
continued on page 29

The main altar at OLPH was formerly
located at the Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in New Orleans.

Mayor Capitano,
city department
heads holding
town hall meetings
in every district
By ALLAN KATZ
Mayor Phil Capitano, his staff and all
the department heads from city hall are
holding a series of town hall meetings in
every council district and also plan on a
city-wide town hall meeting on Tuesday,
August 30.
The format of the town hall meetings
features a Power Point presentation by
Mayor Capitano. Following the presentation, the mayor takes questions from the
floor and then invites members of the audience to meet with his staff and department
heads to discuss any city-related problems
they may have. Capitano plans to hold two
town hall meetings in each district, as well
as the city-wide presentation. Meetings for
District 5 were held on July 18 and July 26.
Town Hall Meeting Schedule
District 1
Thursday, August 11
M.L.K. Resource Center
continued on page 31
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More and more people

are making Tulane their number one option.

Tulane University Hospital & Clinic now accepts your Coventry HMO. With a longstanding
reputation for providing uncompromising care for the most complicated procedures
and diseases, our hospital and clinics are now better able to handle this community's
routine medical needs. To find your very own Tulane doctor, call our physician finder
line at 504-988-5800 (press * ).
The Coventry HMO is now accepted for all inpatient and outpatient services at the
following locations:
Downtown
1415 Tulane Avenue
988-5800

Uptown
200 Broadway Avenue, Suite 230
Uptown Square Shopping Center
864-6000

Metairie
4770 I-10 Service Road,
Suite 110
887-2222

Minds that heal.

1415 Tulane Ave. New Orleans, LA 504-988-5800 ( press * ) www.tuhc.com
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Radio Disney is added to free
Friday night concert series
There is a special addition to the
August 12 Friday night Music in the Park
Summer Concert Series, sponsored by
the city of Kenner. As Zerl Wooley and
the New Orleans Express take the stage
from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. in
Rivertown’s Heritage Park, Radio Disney
will be on hand in the park for children
with games and prizes, including the
Disney Prize Wheel, from 6:00 p.m. until
7:30 p.m.
Food and drinks will be available, and

admission is free. All concerts begin at
6:00 p.m. and end at 9:00 p.m.
The concert line-up for August
includes:
August 5 – Cordon Bleuz
August 12 – Zerl Wooley and the Road
Kings
August 19 – David Batiste and the
Legendary Batiste Brothers
August 26 – Monica Dillon featuring
Mother Earth ★

More than $285,000 saved on
city insurance premiums
By ALLAN KATZ
The city of Kenner saved more than
$285,000 in insurance premiums for
2005-06 by pushing its insurance consultants to aggressively shop for lower
premiums without diminishing the city’s
insurance coverage, according to administration sources.
Chief of Staff Phil Ramon credited
the Martin Insurance Agency and a company called Best Rate for reducing the
cost of Kenner’s insurance coverage from

$1,339,816 in 2004-05 to $1,053,616 in
2005-06.
“This is the first time in decades that
the costs of Kenner’s insurance premiums have been reduced,” said Ramon.
“Mayor Capitano made it clear that he
didn’t want to see automatic rises in
insurance costs as in the past. To give
credit where it’s due, Martin Insurance
and Best Rate took the challenge to heart
and really beat the bushes to find comparable coverage at lower costs.” ★

Kenner seeks permission to create
311 system for non-emergency calls
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner is the first city in Louisiana to
seek permission to develop a “311”
phone system to improve service for
Kenner residents.
“A 311 phone system would be very
similar to the 911 system we’re all familiar with that handles emergency calls,”
said Phil Ramon, chief of staff for the
mayor’s office. “The difference is that a
311 system would provide city hall a way
to computerize, monitor and track the
progress in the handling of the hundreds
of calls we receive each day requesting
city services of a non-emergency nature.”
Ramon is hopeful that state and federal approval of Kenner’s request for a
311 phone system will come through in
August or early September.
Once the 311 system is set up, a call

that, for example, requests that a pothole
be filled or trash picked up would be handled by a 311 operator, recorded, and
entered into a computer. Each call would
be given a number.
Ramon said that number would then
be posted on the city of Kenner’s website
along with details on the progress being
made to complete the requested task.
“The 311 system would provide city
hall a way to keep track of all the
requests that we receive and the response
of the appropriate city departments, thus
making government more accountable,”
said Ramon. “In addition, the 311 system, by listing all the numbered requests
for service on the city’s website, would
also provide citizens an easy way to monitor the progress being made on their
request.” ★

A nipand
tuck
that looks
like an
extreme
makeover.
Independently owned and operated franchise.

Replace your old bathtub and tired tiles with a custom tubliner with acrylic walls for a
whole new look. It’s a quick and easy way to freshen up your
bathroom that won’t hurt a bit. Of course, when you’re ready to
take the plunge, we can handle a major renovation painlessly,
too. Get a better look at www.dreammaker-remodel.com
000 Anywhere Drive, Ste. 000 ~ Any City, State 00000 ~ (000) 000-0000

Making Your Remodeling Dreams Come True.®

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ANA de AGUIAR, M.D.
PEDIATRICS
ACCEPT MOST HMOs & PPOs
OCHSNER
KIDMED PROVIDER

443-KIDS
443-5437

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

City acquires Rivertown cottage
By ALLAN KATZ
A spokesman for Mayor Phil
Capitano said the city has acquired ownership of a building known as the
Rivertown cottage which was used for
parties and other functions, after having
leased the same building for $789,000
over nearly 15 years.
Phil Ramon, chief of staff for the
mayor, said that in the past the non-prof-

it Kenner Development Corporation
facilitated the lease of the building for
the city from its owner, Consolidated
Partners. Ramon said Mayor Capitano
felt the price paid in lease payments for
the small cottage was high and accordingly disbanded the Kenner Development
Corporation. Ramon said the city
acquired the cottage for the city at no
additional cost. ★

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092
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★ From the Editor

A Kenner casino was once controversial…now it’s mostly a celebration of green

By ALLAN KATZ
Twelve years ago, there was a huge
debate in Kenner about whether it would be
a good idea to have a gaming riverboat
docked at the foot of Lake Pontchartrain.
Those who were for it, including thenMayor Aaron Broussard, said that in modern life, casino gaming is a form of economic development that creates jobs, generates tax revenues for the city coffers,
attracts thousands of visitors and can be
counted on as a good corporate citizen that
helps fund worthwhile civic causes.
The opponents were divided into several different groups, but they were all filled
with passion. Some opposed the casino on
religious grounds, saying that gaming is
immoral and takes advantage of the weak
and easily swayed. Others said that a casino
would bring increased crime and out-ofcontrol traffic jams to Kenner. They said
★

★
★

★

that a casino would be a magnet for undesirable characters who would be a threat to
the good and welfare of the community.
The debate was heated. The Kenner City
Council let everyone have their say and then
overwhelmingly voted in favor of the casino, hoping that it would indeed be a major
economic development plus, as its supporters claimed.
Now, as those of us who supported the
City Council’s decision join in helping the
Treasure Chest Casino celebrate its 11th
Anniversary in Kenner, it is pretty clear that
gaming has been a major boon for the city
with none of the drawbacks that were
feared.
The Treasure Chest today draws more
than one million visitors a year, many of
whom stay in Kenner hotels, shop in Kenner
stores and eat in Kenner restaurants. The
casino employs more than 900 employees, a
third of whom are Kenner residents. Most
of those Treasure Chest employees would
be quick to tell you that their job at the casino is the best employment with the best
benefits they’ve ever enjoyed.
The Treasure Chest generates more than
$6 million a year for Kenner’s coffers,
including taxes and lease payments. The

★ Political Review

★
★

★

Treasure Chest money is a major factor in
Kenner being able to have a capital building
program. The Treasure Chest funds have
also enabled the development of the Kenner
Police Department as one of the best law
enforcement agencies in the state.
I am especially appreciative of the role
of the Treasure Chest as a good customer of
Louisiana-based businesses, including
many in Kenner. Over the last 11 years, the
Treasure Chest has awarded more than $440
million in orders for products and services
to Louisiana firms, helping generate many
jobs in the Kenner and state economies.
The Treasure Chest has also been a generous supporter of good causes in the community, giving more than $4.8 million to
non-profit organizations and events in the
last 11 years.
It is only fair to say that those who
oppose gaming on religious or moral
grounds are certainly entitled to their opinion. But the fact is that if the Treasure Chest
were not docked in Kenner, it would be
located at some other municipality in
Jefferson or St. Charles Parishes, benefiting
some other community. I wish the very best
for those residents of Bucktown and
Harahan who have adamantly opposed

★
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gaming in their own respective backyards.
Their opposition to gaming has enabled
Kenner to enter a golden era as the only
East Bank municipality in Jefferson to host
a gaming facility.
While the crime figures for Kenner have
slightly increased recently, this problem is
not in any way related to the presence of the
Treasure Chest on Lake Pontchartrain. In
much the same way, the concerns about
casino-related traffic jams and the possibility of suspicious characters gathering at the
Treasure Chest have proved unfounded.
Today, a dozen years after the great
debate about casino gaming in Kenner, it’s
difficult to generate a good argument about
the presence of the Treasure Chest. It’s fair
to say that much of the credit for that goes
to the owners and managers of the Treasure
Chest who have turned out to be good
employers, good citizens and supporters of
the city of Kenner. There have been a string
of excellent general managers at the
Treasure Chest, the latest of whom is Kim
Etland, a veteran employee who has worked
her way up through the ranks.
Happy Anniversary, Treasure Chest. I
hope your second decade in Kenner is even
better than the first. ★

★

It’s time to end the Orleans Parish Public School System

By JEFF CROUERE
“Public education in New Orleans is a
Category 5 hurricane coming up the mouth
of the Mississippi and even Nash Roberts
has left town…”- Mayor Ray Nagin, May 9,
2005.
As late as 1960, New Orleans was the
15th largest city in the United States with a
population of 628,000. For the past 40
years, there has been a steady decline, as
people moved out. Currently, the city has an
estimated population of 462,000, ranking
36th in the country. What has been the
cause of the decline? For one, the economy
has been mostly underperforming and good
paying jobs have flocked to other areas.
Crime remains a major deterrent to population growth, with New Orleans recently
ranking as the “Homicide Capital” of the
United States. Yet, the root cause of the
crime, economic problems, and population
loss is the pitiful public education system.
In Orleans Parish, the system is so bad
according to Mayor Nagin that it is “broken
beyond repair.” Its educational performance
merits last place in the state of Louisiana,
which often ranks last in education among
all states. In the past ten years, there have
been seven superintendents and none have
been completely satisfactory. The best of

the group, Anthony Amato, was recently
pressured to resign amidst financial woes
and bitter in-fighting.
Many observers were optimistic in
2004, as legislation was passed giving the
superintendent more power and poor performing school board members were either
defeated at the polls or resigned. With a
stronger superintendent and five new board
members, there was hope for real change.
Yet, such optimism was short lived, as the
new board displayed the same in-fighting,
turmoil and mismanagement as previous
boards. In fact, the rhetoric and division
became worse and Amato was forced out of
his position. Racial acrimony soon reared
its ugly head and Nagin spoke for many
when he commented that the board was in
“disarray.”
The new leader is Interim
Superintendent Dr. Ora Watson, who faces
unprecedented challenges. According to
Teachers’ Union President Brenda
Mitchell, “Teachers don’t know where
they’ll be working or what they’ll be teaching and parents don’t know what school
their kids will be attending.” Much of the
turmoil is related to the financial crisis. In
recent weeks, the system has had to close
schools and fire employees to balance the
budget, while teacher pay checks continue
to be sent late and employees who have
retired or died continue to improperly
receive payment.
The payroll fraud and financial mismanagement with vendor contracts led to a
federal investigation, indictments, and

prosecutors opening an office inside the
school administration building to monitor
activities. Since the school board lost control of its books, State Education
Superintendent Cecil Picard demanded that
the system relinquish financial control to
an outside firm, which came at great
expense and after protests from some board
members. The move was necessary for a
system that has a budget of $577 million
for only 60,000 children, which is an average of almost $10,000 per pupil, enough for
parents to send children to the finest private
schools in New Orleans.
There are some promising alternatives
to the broken public school system in
Orleans. One idea, a pilot voucher plan
designed by State Representative Tim
Burns (R-Mandeville) to “provide hope and
opportunity for 1,200 students trapped in
failing schools” was defeated in the State
Senate due to pressure from union leaders
and public school officials. Another
approach offered by Mayor Nagin was for
the city of New Orleans to take over 20 of
the worst public schools and turn them into
“educational centers of excellence.”
Unfortunately, the Nagin administration did
not complete an application with the state
of Louisiana to charter any schools for next
year and the mayor does not want to deal
with a fractured school board, so the promising idea has been shelved. Instead,
Nagin’s new concept is for the system to
“declare bankruptcy and turn it over to a
federal judge. Then, let’s go fix it.”
continued on page 6
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South Kenner to get new splash park
Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano recently
announced at a town hall meeting that the
city will begin seeking bids for the construction of a $170,000 water park to be
built next to the A.P. Clay Resource
Center on Decatur Street.
The project, technically known a
“splash park,” is funded by a Federal
Community Development Block Grant.
Laplace splash park is similar to the one to
be built in Kenner.

Features will include a soft, non-slip surface with numerous water-spraying
structures and fountains. Construction
time is estimated at two months, with a
projected start date in October of this
year.
Capitano said that although there is
no funding available for it at present, he
would like to explore the possibility of
constructing a second splash park in
north Kenner as well, with Kenner City
Park serving as a potential site. ★

Jindal to speak at KPWA luncheon in August
The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association (KPWA), an organization for
professional men and women, will hold
their monthly luncheon meeting on
August 16, 2005 in the Grand Ballroom
at the Radisson New Orleans Airport
Hotel located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard
in Kenner. Networking with members
begins at 11:15 a.m. followed by lunch at

11:45 a.m. The guest speaker will be U.S.
Congressman Bobby Jindal. Individual
seating is available on a reserved basis
for $30 per person, and tables of eight for
the event will be offered at a rate of $225.
All proceeds will benefit the KPWA. For
more information or to make a reservation, call Marcel Lashover at 461-0569 or
388-8891. ★

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Physical Medicine & Reconstructive Surgery

Charles P. Murphy, M.D.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Luis M. Espinoza M.D.

Amy H. Phelan, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgeon
Director, Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine

Orthopedic Surgeon
Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Orthopedic Surgeon
Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Fellowship Training Advanced Spinal Injections

Drs. Murphy,
Lyons
and Espinoza
are Orthopedic
Surgeons/Sports
Specialists.
They
serve as the
Orthopedic
Drs.
Murphy,
Lyons, Espinoza
and Phelan
are Sports
Medicine
specialists
pracConsultantsticing
for theatWashington
Nationals
AAA/New
Orleans
Zephyrs.
Dr.
Phelan
is
a
Physicial
Medicine
and
the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine, located at 671 W. Esplanade
care.
The
Orthopedic
Rehabilitation
Specialist
with
advanced
training
in
spinal
injections
and
non-surgical
spine
Avenue in Kenner. The Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multispecialty
Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculosketal care with
center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
focused expertise in shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care.
expertise in shoulder, knee and nonsurgical spine care.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner
4921671
Airline
Drive, Metairie
W. Esplanade
Avenue, Kenner

467-5900
889-2663
504-467-5900
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Menu!

New
salad selection
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BUSINESSMAN’S SPECIALS
Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
Salad
House Salad or Caesar Salad
6 oz. Petit Filet
Served with house potatoes and vegetable of the day
$14.95
•
Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
Salad
House Salad or Caesar Salad
Blackened Redfish & Crab
Served with house potatoes and vegetable of the day
$13.95
•
Jazz Special
Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
? Shrimp, Oyster or Catfish Po-Boy
$7.95
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065
468-3237

Messina’s Restaurant
2717 Williams Blvd. • 469-7373

Famous Oyster Bar Since 1961

Early Bird Specials
4pm - 6pm

Homemade Spaghetti & Meatball
$8.95
Eggplant Parmigiana
$8.95

Chicken Cacciatore
$10.95

Chicken Parmigiana
$9.95

Shrimp Bordelaise
$11.95

Open on Sundays
Featuring our $15.95 four-course meal.

•

Call us for your catering needs
WEDDINGS • BANQUETS
MENUS AVAILABLE ON www.messinas-restaurant.com

★

A war of words
By PHIL CAPITANO
Kenner Mayor
It is very
sad indeed to
see the “spectacle” that has
befallen our
city council
meetings. In
recent months,
some council
members have
taken
their
quest for political power and self-promotion to an alltime low. They have turned the process of
government into a side-show for their
own freakish desires. They fight for the
sake of a fight. They grandstand. They
demonize those who disagree. They tear
our city down all for the sake of a soundbite or newspaper quote. They attack,
because they can’t tout – they have no
accomplishments to boast about. They
are not conducting the city’s business.
They do not care about the truth or what
is in the best interest of the city and that
is a crying shame. As I am oft reminded,
these meetings are “council” meetings.
Councilmen who make remarks such as
“Know your place, mayor,” or “Speak
when you are spoken to,” show disrespect
for my office and me, for other council
members and for you, the citizens of
Kenner. It is shameful.
These same councilmen try to make
issues of non-issues such as my eating at
a certain chain restaurant because they
have nothing better to criticize. Is that
really something you want to see your
“paid” councilman wasting time on? The
fact is, while attending the National
League of Cities Convention in
Indianapolis, several other mayors, council members and I ate at that restaurant
because it was the only one within walk-

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 4)

Another option is charter schools.
When the system is taken out of the mix,
education follows. The University of New
Orleans and other groups have had success
operating schools away from the control of
the school board. This concept needs to be
dramatically expanded every year until the
school board has nothing left to mismanage. Only then will the children of New
Orleans, the real victims in this mess, have
hope for an education and a promising
future. ★

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based program, Ringside
Politics, airs at 8:30 p.m. on Friday and
10:30 p.m. on Sunday on WLAE-TV,
Channel 32. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

ing distance from our meeting. While one
young councilman insinuates that there is
something inappropriate about eating
there, no one complained when the local
franchise of that same restaurant graciously donated about $500 worth of food
to our city’s Twilight at Twelfth Night
event in January, which raised more than
$10,000 for our Rivertown museums.
It is more likely that the young councilman in question lacks the experience,
knowledge and humility to properly serve
this city. It is even more likely that he is
being manipulated.
Make no mistake about it – the political season has arrived, albeit early. You
will continue to hear a whirlwind of catch
phrases and rhetoric from a few council
members who are in attack mode. It only
means that the council meetings will continue to be a hotbed of sensationalism
rather than productivity. As they grow
longer in length and less productive,
these meetings are becoming an embarrassment to Kenner, and that is something
to which I will not be a party. Rest
assured that my administration is committed to running a strong and efficient
government where you and your family
are the top priorities. If I am absent from
a council meeting, know that wherever I
am, chances are, I am working on city
business-your business. In fact, I was
absent from the July 21 meeting because
I was attending the National Organization
for a Sound Environment (N.O.I.S.E.)
annual conference in Minnesota gathering important information for our city
and securing the 2007 N.O.I.S.E. convention for the city of Kenner. This group is
comprised of representatives from 40
large cities and communities across the
country. Their visit to Kenner in 2007
will mean a great opportunity to showcase our city.
You see, government is not about propelling unfounded accusations, nor is it
about advancing a political agenda. The
day these council members realize this is
the day Kenner will be much better off. ★
Mayor Capitano can be contacted at
468-7240 or kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
Kenner City Council meetings are
broadcast every Friday at 7:00 p.m.
immediately followed by the Spanish
translation on KTV’s channel 76. The city
of Kenner’s website is www.kenner.la.us.

SAY YOU SAW IT
IN THE
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Celebrate Italian heritage at Festa Italiana
By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief
The Italian
Heritage
Festival was
an
event
enjoyed
by
families from
across
the
region. This
year’s event,
Festa Italiana,
will take place
on
Friday,
September 9, 2005, from 5:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m., and on Saturday, September
10, 2005, from 11:00 a.m. until 11:00
p.m. on and around Pavilion Island in
scenic Lafreniere Park. Everyone is invited to enjoy free admission and attractions

for the whole family!
I have met many families through the
years who said that this event is like a
family reunion for them, and I feel the
same way. It is a great time to get together with old friends, while celebrating
Italian heritage and culture in a fun, family-oriented atmosphere.
In honor of St. Rosalie and our Italian
ancestors, this year’s event will be larger
and more exciting than ever. Come out
and experience delicious Italian cuisine
from fine Italian restaurants such as
Andrea’s, LaBella’s, Messina’s, and
LeParvenu.
Festa Italiana will feature a tremendous lineup of live music, beginning on
Friday with the great sounds of the Wise
Guys. On Saturday, look for the popular
Bucktown All-Stars and the incompara-

Hurricane Evacuation
Preventive Maintenance Special
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil change
Tire rotation
Don’t
Inspect brakes
Wait Tilst
the La !
Inspect belts
Minute
Inspect hoses
Top off all fluids
Inspect tires including spare
Check tire pressure
Replace windshield wiper blades
Cannot be used with any other offer
Inspect exterior lights
Expires 8/31/05
Inspect battery and exterior lights

59

$

95

continued on page 13

KPD promotes back-to-school safety
According to the Kenner Police
Department, the end of summer and beginning of the school year is a time when children are most at risk of being abducted. As
Kenner’s kids head back-to-school, the KPD
is offering the following tips to parents to help
protect their children from being kidnapped:
Although it seems obvious, you can never
overly stress to your kids the importance of
not talking to strangers. They must understand
that adults do not ask children for help.
Explain that it is wrong for an adult to even
ask a child to help find a lost animal. Tell your
kids to run the other way and get help from a
trusted adult or dial 9-1-1 in this kind of
emergency.
Since safety is in numbers, it is important
to make sure your child uses the buddy system when walking or biking to and from

school. Also, remind your kids that they
should always walk in well-lit areas and never
take shortcuts. If they are home alone after
school, teach them to never open the door for
anyone they do not know and never tell callers
they are home alone.
As with adults, your children must trust
their instincts in all situations. Teach them that
if someone makes them scared or uncomfortable, it’s best for them to get away and find
help.
“With so many recent high profile kidnappings it’s important that parents realize
that this can happen in any community,
including our own,” said Kenner Police Chief
Nick Congemi. “The Kenner Police
Department is here to help parents keep their
children safe through education on abduction.” ★

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Air Conditioner Work • Shocks • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

KPD visits Hispanic Resource Center children’s summer camp

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
On July 19, 2005, Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi and other KPD members visited the city of
Kenner’s Hispanic Resource Center, located at 4312 Florida Avenue. They spoke to attendees of
the children’s summer camp on various safety topics, 911, and handed out important safety
brochures and bumper stickers. Standing with the children, from left to right, are Chief Congemi,
Officer Ninoska Guggenheim, Officer Francisco Alvarenga, and Captain Steve Caraway.

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday
www.scottystireauto.com
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Homerun for parks and recreation
By LARRY BETTENCOURT
Kenner Recreation Director
We can all
say that the
city of Kenner
scored
a
homerun when
it was able to
dodge not one,
but two tropical threats during our 2005
baseball and
softball sea-

A P R O F E S S I O N A L L AW C O R P O R AT I O N

Kenner’s Largest Law Firm Since 1975

Ellen Mullins, Jerome M. Volk, Jr., Roy M. D’Aquila, Robert A. Contreras,
Aaron F. Broussard

An aggressive transactional and litigation law firm
providing services to businesses and individuals in
the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Estate Planning, Wills and Successions
Commercial and Residential Real Estate Closings
Personal Injury and Products Liability
Formation of Corporations and LLCs
Domestic and Divorces
Real Estate Development, Land Use and Zoning
Commercial and Collection Litigation
AFFILIATED WITH

HABLAMOS ESPANOL

3329 FLORIDA AVENUE
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065
469-6699

★

sons.
The recreation staff was able to
reschedule league games and tournaments and form all-star teams to represent the city of Kenner at Regional, State
and World Series tournaments. The
department was also able to have representation in all age groups for boys and
girls, and that says a lot for our program,
which starts with the cooperation, dedication and hard work of coordinators,
supervisors, coaches, parents and, most
of all, our participants.
Kenner’s young athletes give endlessly of their time and energy and they produce such rewarding results. We are
proud of their continued efforts and
achievements. They are the true winners!

TREASURE CHEST

(continued from page 1)

2005.
“It’s a real honor for all of us who
work at the Treasure Chest Casino to
know that we have become an integral
and valued partner in the development
and quality of life of the city of Kenner,”
said Kim Etland, general manager of the
Treasure Chest. “We pledge our continuing efforts to do all that we can to help
the Kenner economy grow while also
continuing to support the many outstanding non-profit organizations that contribute so much to Kenner and Jefferson
Parish.”
The Treasure Chest Casino is expected to welcome more than one million
guests in 2005. Etland noted that many
who come to the Treasure Chest also visit
Kenner restaurants, retail outlets and
other attractions, including Rivertown.
Of the Treasure Chest Casino’s more
than 1000 employees, over a third reside
in Kenner while 63 percent are Jefferson
Parish residents.
The Treasure Chest will generate
more than $6 million in revenues for the
city of Kenner in 2005, said Etland,
including taxes and lease payments. In

It is important to note that our programs are not limited to just athletics. We
have Leisure Programs that include
dance, gymnastics, cooking classes, tennis, and much more, all offered at very
affordable fees to the community.
In June, our 2005 dance revue was a
spectacular array of music and choreography. The Leisure Service Division put
on this wonderful program with great
pride, enthusiasm, and talent. We graciously applaud our staff, instructors and
dancers, as it was a stunning night for all
performers.
Our summer camp curriculum has
been another successful program, offering field trips to Zephyr field, the
Jefferson Theatre of Arts, and Kenner
museums. Visits to workshops, weekly
swim trips, and many more activities
were offered to thrill our campers.
Please note that football, volleyball,
bounce ball, and cheerleading registration will begin Monday, August 1, 2005.
Report to your district playground for
details or please feel free to contact the
administrative office at 468-7211.
Additionally, information for our all
fall leisure and athletic programs may be
found in this August issue of the Kenner
Star, or you may call 468-7284 to learn
more about upcoming events. ★

addition, the Treasure Chest has spent an
estimated $440 million over the last 11
years with Louisiana-based vendors for a
wide variety of products and services.
Etland said Treasure Chest Casino
employees also take pride in the casino’s
support of non-profit organizations in
Kenner and Jefferson Parish, which has
amounted to more than $4.8 million over
the last 11 years.
Treasure Chest is also deeply
involved as a leader in community-based
groups, events and sponsorships including Rivertown’s Treasure Chest Casino
Mardi Gras Museum, Kenner Food Bank,
Rivertown Repertory Theatre, the Lake
Pontchartrain
Basin
Foundation,
Kenner’s Laketown Family Day, Friends
of Rivertown, Twilight at Twelfth Night,
Crimestoppers and National Night Out
Against Crime.
“We’re very proud of our role as a
supporter of great events and institutions,
including the United Way which has
received $570,000 from the Treasure
Chest Casino since we opened our doors
on Labor Day eleven years ago,” said
Etland. “Working together, we can all do
our part toward making Kenner one of
the best places to live and work in
Louisiana.” ★
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Is second home ownership
in your future?
By LINDA R. MARTIN
According
to the National
Association of
REALTORS ®
(NAR),
a
record 2.82
million second
homes were
sold in 2004.
Given attractive interest
rates, a strong
housing market, and the increasingly
mobile lifestyle of North Americans, it
comes as no surprise that the resort and
second home market is enjoying steady
growth.
For some, purchasing a second home
is a financial strategy to help them grow
and protect their wealth – and certainly
vacation getaways may provide rental
income opportunities to help savvy
boomers offset the expenses of second
home ownership. Others may be motivated to buy a second home because it can be
used as a “family retreat,” to be later
transformed into a residence after retirement, and then handed down as a family
legacy.
Here are some interesting statistics
from the NAR 2005 Profile of SecondHome Buyers:
• The typical vacation-home buyer is
55 years old with a total household
income of $71,000.
• Investment-property homebuyers
have a median age of 47 years with a typical household income of $85,700.
• 33 percent of vacation homebuyers
wanted a second home close to their job or
school, while 24 percent wanted the home
close to their primary residence.
• Nearly one out of five second homes
will become primary residences after
retirement.
Because technology affords the freedom of telecommuting and “working
where you play,” the decision to own a
second home or resort property has been
made easier than ever before.
If purchasing a second-home is in your
future, whether as an investment or for
personal use, now is the time to get the
information you need to make an informed
decision. A qualified real estate professional can help guide you through financial considerations, assist you in finding
the right community and even refer you to
a resort property specialist for the destination of your dreams. Your real estate professional may even be able to get you the
information and advice you need to use
the equity in your current home to finance
the down payment on a second home.
If you are planning to use your second-home as a vacation retreat, make sure
you consider your needs. Are you looking
for a secluded location in the woods or

somewhere with an active community?
Natural beauty is great, but don’t forget
about cultural and social resources, as
well as first-rate golf, tennis and other
popular sports facilities when scouting
locations.
And what about location? For example, buyers from the northeast are the
biggest feeder market for second homes in
the south. Many San Franciscans retreat to
Lake Tahoe, while Bostonians gravitate to
Cape Cod. However, there may be many
great locations not more than two to three
hours away from your home. You will
likely get more enjoyment out of a property you can get to quickly and frequently.
Since you know the area, chances are
you’ll make a better real estate investment
closer to home.
If your second home is mostly for
investment purposes, ask your real estate
professional about property management
options, which can be a crucial financial
factor, as well as important to peace-ofmind.
Location is also a factor for those buying a second home as investment property, especially if appreciation or rental
value is your goal. According to the NAR
survey, the median distance between the
primary residence and the investment
property is 18 miles and 44 percent are in
the suburbs.
There are also tax implications to consider with your investment. If you rent
your home for 15 days or more in a year,
you may have to declare the rental
income. However, your expenses may be
deductible. You'll want to confer with your
tax advisor to learn how your purchase
will affect you financially.
How you use a second home is up to
you, but make sure you look at each property with an eye toward tomorrow,
because the vacation homes likely to
appreciate the most are the ones that Baby
Boomers can play in today and retire in
tomorrow. ★
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com. Prudential Gardner’s
web site is www.prudentialgardner.com.

Children’s
Castle
501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on
Saturdays
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

NOW !
OPEN

Dr. Donald Auzine and his Staff
are pleased to offer personalized care in the ﬁelds of:
• Pain Management
• Laser Hair Removal/IPL
• Suboxone
• Weight Loss Management
• BOTOX
• Microdermabrasion
• Sports Medicine
• Obagi Skin Care
• Tattoo Removal

466-9665

2200 Veterans Blvd., Suite 102 • Kenner
Donald Auzine, M.D.

Hours: M-F: 9:30 - 5:00 • SAT.: 9:30 - 12:30 • www.newimagehwc.com

Natural Necessities
Day Spa & More
Manicures
Pedicures
Facials
Waxing
Massages
Body Treatments
3501 Chateau Blvd., Ste E9
Kenner, LA 70065 • 466-8101

Summer is Here…
Let us plant your garden for long
summer days and evenings of fun!

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE

PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Your One Stop Shop For
ALL Your Automotive Needs
STEREO INSTALLATION • KEYLESS ENTRY
ALARM SYSTEMS • WINDOW TINTING
Wesley Cato • 2500 Delaware Avenue • 461-0442

10 AUGUST 2005 KENNER ST★R

★ Airport

★

Tourism – The driving force in our economy
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
In last month’s article, I pointed to the fact that the New
Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau and the
New Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation said that local
tourism is meeting all time highs as New Orleans remains a
favorite destination for travelers. Well known media sources
agree and their findings may surprise you.
Ready for the good news? An online poll released in March
of this year by Yahoo Travel.com and National Geographic
Traveler magazine named New Orleans the top family vacation
destination in America. According to the New Orleans Tourism
Marketing Corporation, the city’s tourism organization, families now make up nearly 15.5 percent of visitors. The survey
results were based on cost, safety, sightseeing opportunities,
reliably good weather and opportunities for recreation. In July,
the premier travel magazine, Travel + Leisure named New
Orleans in their list of top ten best cities in the United States

and Canada to visit. New Orleans has placed in
their top ten lists for two years in a row.
What does all of this mean? It means New
Orleans and the metro area is a world class destination both now and into the foreseeable future.
While the hospitality industry continues to engage
and develop to accommodate the growing number
of visitors to the Crescent City, Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport continues to
plan and expand to accommodate them as well. We
are developing a plan for the future with our
“Strategic Planning Process,” but at the same time
we are taking steps to improve our present facilities
and maintain our good relationships with the 19
airlines that currently serve our airport.
At the June meeting of the New Orleans
Aviation Board, the board approved the principles
of a new five-year lease with its airlines. The Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport staff
has been negotiating with the airlines for several
months trying to come to the best solution for all
parties. With increased efficiencies in the operation
and growing non-airline revenue at Armstrong
International, the new agreement serves to lower
the operating costs for every air carrier serving the
airport – cargo and passenger, chartered and scheduled. In addition, it significantly lowers the landing
fee to levels not seen in the past 20 years. The
2005 landing fee for scheduled passenger and
cargo carriers is expected to be less than $1.25 per
1,000 pounds of landed weight of aircraft, down
from $3.44 in 2004. By comparison, Orlando
International Airport charges $2.05 per 1,000
pounds and Portland International Airport charges
$2.67 per 1000 pounds. We believe the agreement,
as it is structured, will preserve a below national
average landing fee throughout the five-year term
of the agreement.
The proposed new lease also simplifies the way
Armstrong International Airport charges for termi-

nal and ramp space, which should encourage air
carriers to make more efficient use of their space.
Over the next five years, the lease is expected to
save air carriers in excess of $17 million on their
operations at Armstrong. With the airline industry
in such a state of financial difficulty, our attempts
to help them reduce costs, to quote Kenner
Aviation Board member David Campbell, “…definitely sheds a better light on the airport and lets the
airlines know we are trying to work with them.”
In addition, we have negotiated with the airlines
about a long-standing issue that has troubled us.
That is, under the existing operating agreement, the
airlines are responsible for the maintenance, repair
and cleanliness of the airline holders. In some
cases, this has led to a less than the desirable level
of customer service. Under the new agreement, we
have proposed that the Aviation Board will take full
responsibility for the maintenance and repair of all
airline hold rooms.
Regarding the upgrade of our present facilities,
in addition to the rehabilitation of our East-West
runway, we will soon be adding seven new gateways to Concourse D that serves Delta and
Continental airlines. This will be a $30 million dollar project that will provide local jobs and more
revenue for our community. It is our next step in
addressing our monthly five percent plus passenger
growth pattern.
With sound management principles, proper
investments in facilities and the development of a
detailed “Strategic Master Plan” for the future, the
New Orleans Aviation Board will pass along a
modern, adequate infrastructure that will allow
future generations to meet the challenges of a
growing tourism market. A world class destination
needs a world class airport. ★
Roy A. Williams can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

★ Health

★

EJGH provides additional
measures for patient safety
We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

By KRISTEN DEAN
East Jefferson General Hospital
Communication Specialist
East
Jefferson
General Hospital’s mission is to provide compassionate healthcare to
our community that is of
the highest quality. So
when the Institute for
Healthcare Improvement
(IHI) challenged institutions across the US to
increase patient safety
and improve outcomes,
we couldn’t say no.
The IHI’s 100K Lives Campaign is a grassroots
effort by the healthcare industry to improve healthcare services and patient outcomes. More than 2,000
hospitals nationwide, including East Jefferson

General Hospital, have accepted the challenge.
The IHI, a non-profit group based in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, is asking us to implement six initiatives that have been proven through clinical research
to ensure patient safety, reduce recovery time and
lower costs. To develop the six initiatives, the IHI
looked at the most common complications affecting
hospitalized patients throughout the US. From there,
they developed protocols that would help to prevent
these complications from occurring. The protocols
are fairly simple and many of them are things EJGH
is already doing.
One important element of the protocols is thorough documentation and checklists used to ensure
that everything has been done and done correctly. To
demonstrate the benefit of having checklists for relatively simple procedures, the IHI looked to our
nation’s airlines. To keep passengers safe, before each
flight, the pilot and crew review checklists. The same
procedure is followed whether the pilot has flown for
continued on page 15
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Keeping our country safe
By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional
District
Recent world events have, unfortunately, reminded us all that we live in a dangerous time. There are men out there filled
with hate, who want nothing more than to
kill. These men have, as their only goal, the
downfall of Freedom and the destruction of
the West.
My thoughts and prayers go out to the
men and women injured and killed in the
horrific bombings in London. I have said
before, and I will reiterate now, America
will stand with Great Britain in these tragic times, just as Great Britain stood by us
after 9/11. Together, and with the millions
across the globe willing to stand up to
tyranny and hate, we will win the “War on
Terror” and secure the safety of our country for our children.
The tragic events in London of recent
weeks reiterate the need, in this country, to
continue to work to improve our homeland
security. I am proud to serve on the House
Homeland Security Committee, specifically as the vice chair of the Subcommittee on
the Prevention of Nuclear and Biological
Attacks. In my position on the committee I
hear weekly about the progress we are
making in protecting our country. I have
had an opportunity to help craft legislation
that will provide added funding and coordination to our nation’s first responders –
the police officers, firefighters and EMTs
who so bravely serve us during crises of all
kinds. I have the responsibility to work not
only for Louisiana’s safety, but for the safety of our entire country, a responsibility I
do not take lightly.
In many ways we are infinitely safer
than we were just four years ago. We have
made vast strides in airport security and
integrating the communications and operations of our federal, state, and local law
enforcement. However, in other areas we
still have much work to do. I was reminded
of both these facts just a few weeks ago, as
I toured pieces of critical infrastructure

around the state, focusing on our homeland
security.
I met with members of the Louisiana
State Police and the Louisiana National
Guard in their Baton Rouge Fusion Center.
The center serves as a joint emergency
command center designed to coordinate
communication and response amongst the
various agencies – state, federal and local –
that will be called upon in the event of a
terrorist attack. The efforts and actions of
the center, and the men and women, who
staff it 24 hours a day, are commendable.
They are constantly preparing, training and
retraining for that horrible possibility.
There is always more that can be done,
more they want to be able to do, and I
promised them my help in working with
the federal government to turn the already
state-of-the art facility into the absolute
best it can be. There is no acceptable alternative.
I also visited Waterford 3, the nuclear
power plant in St. Charles Parish. After
9/11, thoughts immediately turned to making sure installations like Waterford 3 were
protected. An attack on that facility would
not only affect our power supply, but could
be dangerous for the surrounding areas.
What I toured was a facility that not only
recognized the target that they might be,
but had taken enormous steps to protect
themselves and us. Where some might
have settled for a single layer of protection,
at Waterford, security was doubled and
tripled. The nuclear industry, as well as the
federal government, recognizes the targets
that nuclear plants might be in the eyes of
those committed to terror and we must
make sure they do everything to not just
respond to those threats but actually dissuade them.
Finally, I took a helicopter and boat
tour of Port Fourchon in southeast
Louisiana. Port Fourchon handles nearly
20 percent of our nation’s oil and gas supply, serving as the primary transfer point
for the resources in the Gulf of Mexico. A
disruption in the processing of the port by
something as limited as a tropical storm
can have dramatic effects on the energy
supply (and prices) across the country. Yet,
while I saw great security at places like
Waterford, there is next to none at Port
Fourchon. This is not for lack of action or
concern at the port itself – the men and

Ninth Annual Archbishop Chapelle

Chipmunk Classic
Golf Tournament
4-Person Scramble starts at 11:00 a.m.
Awards ceremony and dinner to follow

Sunday, October 2
Ormond Country Club & Golf Course
10 Villere Drive in Destrehan
Call Dottie Schule at 467-3105 or 468-9090, ext. 120

women responsible for the port recognize
the critical role they play in our nation’s
economy. The problem is that, at this point,
the Department of Homeland Security
does not. Port Fourchon was left off the
critical infrastructure list, which instead
focused on ports located closer to population centers. As a result of being left off the
list, money and priority status are withheld
from Port Fourchon.
On my tour, I was shown firsthand how
easy it would be for a boat piloted by those
with evil intent to slip into the port and
cause untold destruction. I saw the fragility of the infrastructure and dire need for
funding. It is alarming that Port Fourchon
is not as well protected as it should be, an
oversight I have promised to fight to repair
here in Washington. We cannot let politics
take priority over securing the safety of our
nation.
We have no higher priority than providing for the safety and security of this coun-

try. Without that, every other problem
pales in comparison. If our children cannot
wake up every morning and have the peace
of mind that we are free from terror, then
we have failed them. That is why I am
committed to doing everything within my
power to ensure that this nation is the safest
it has ever been. I know all my colleagues
in Congress and throughout the federal
government share that commitment. ★
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
Congressional District covers Jefferson,
Orleans, St. Charles, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally
and in Washington, D.C. and can be
reached via his Southshore office at 3525
North Causeway Boulevard, Suite 1020,
Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to
Congressman
Jindal
directly
at
www.Jindal.house.gov.
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There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
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Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
New Construction & Renovation Programs
Quick Loan Decisions
Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

1900 W. Esplanade, Suite 203, Kenner, LA 70065
Mickey King
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504-468-4163
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Home Mtg. Consultant
504-468-4161
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Imagine how
you could
improve the
cash flow in
your business if
customers paid
you within
24 hours.
For over 10 years, Metro
Rediscount Company has assisted
many types and sizes of businesses
by providing accounts’ receivable
financing. Unlike traditional factoring, Metro Rediscount has no contract term, a level discount rate and
no application fees. And invoices
sold to Metro Rediscount are funded on a daily basis giving your business the cash flow that it needs to
stay one step ahead of the competition.
For more information on how
Metro Rediscount can assist you,
please call Frank Adolph, Gary
Hollander or Brian Brennan. We
would welcome the opportunity to
assist, and earn, your business.

Metro Rediscount Company
3411 Williams Boulevard, Kenner
468-8782
www.metrorediscount.com

★ Faithwalk

★

Dogmatic “stubbornness”
By CARL CLEVELAND
It is hard to believe but, with this month’s
column, I am beginning my seventh year of
writing “Faithwalk.” As I sometimes suggest
in the column, I am tempted from time to
time to stop writing “Faithwalk,” thinking I
may have run out of meaningful things to
talk about. At times I wondered if anyone
read the column except for my mother (now
deceased), my wife, and my editor.
The reappearance of my cancer 60 days
ago caused me to reevaluate writing
“Faithwalk” once again. To my surprise, last
month’s column produced far more comments in the aisles of the supermarket, in my
email in-box, on the phone, in letters and in
personal visits than anything else I have written over the years.
The only thing I can put my finger on
that set that column apart from others is that
I spoke from my heart about my latest experience of great difficulty, and perhaps death,
against the background of my professed
faith. For me this is where the “rubber meets
the road.” This is the ultimate test. Can my

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MAY MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2005
GRAND BALLROOM – THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner
Guest Speaker: U.S. Congressman Bobby Jindal
Call 962-3930
to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Info: 962-3930

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads [• Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
at the Holiday Inn Select on Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Next meetings are at 7:00 a.m. on August 4 and 18
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
For more information contact Randy Lovitt at 836-7136.

faith survive the experience of dealing with
what may be an approaching unpleasant
death? I have the sense that some sharing of
that experience with more than my immediate family may be one of the most important
things I can do in my life. Thank you…
On another note, a topic that I have never
seriously considered before came to mind
during the recent intense media speculation
about the approaching death of Pope John
Paul II and his successor. The secular media
only considered the process of electing a new
pope from a political perspective. In their
view the best candidate would be the person
who would restate the dogma of the Catholic
Church in such a fashion that he would
offend the least number of people. Even the
immensely popular and respected John Paul
II was criticized in the media for his well
known stands on birth control, abortion,
homosexual sex and marriage, euthanasia,
embryonic stem cell research, control of
AIDS, and the use of military power, especially in Iraq.
Never once did John Paul waiver even in
the slightest degree from the millennia old
dogma of his church (and incidentally the
dogma of the other Scripture-based religions.) To what I now see as his everlasting
credit, he stuck to his guns. The question is
whether he was being stubborn, or whether
he was acting in the ultimate best interest of
people of faith all over the world.
As a younger husband and father, I
hoped and prayed that the Catholic Church
would quit being “stubborn” about birth control. Some priests and a few bishops agreed.
With a lot of time to meditate about these
issues after six children and more than six
decades in the trenches, my mind-set has
radically changed. I now thank God for religious and political leaders who steadfastly
refuse to succumb to popular pressure to
modify the basic fabric of the faith that has
been passed down from pre-history. These
unselfishly heroic people have not been stubborn. They have been faithful to immutable
principles of all of the religions of revelation
which share common scriptural foundations.
Perhaps the greatest of these principles is
that all human life, from conception to natural death is sacred in God’s eyes. If you agree
with me up to this point, you don’t need to
read any farther. If you disagree with me, it
is my fervent hope that you will continue
with an open mind.
Most, if not all, branches of the
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic religions
teach that our earthly existence is an
entrance exam to determine whether we are
permitted to enter paradise for all of eternity.
Scripture admonishes us that “Paradise”
does not include death, pain, disappointment, or suffering of any kind. On the contrary, it promises joy, peace, pleasure, and
happiness of such magnitude that that our
eyes have never seen, our ears have not
heard, and our minds cannot even imagine
what awaits us in the next life. That is quite a
promise!
This is where the real fun begins. Since
Scripture says we cannot even imagine what

awaits us, we are left to ponder what heaven
will be like. My personal speculation has
been reassuring to me and has shed new light
on doctrinal stubbornness. We know that
God is the author of all life. We know that he
is the ultimate creator. We are taught that we
humans are His great creation. Now, let me
speculate.
The Hubbell telescope has proven with
photographs that there are billions more
galaxies in the known universe than there are
people who have ever lived. Each galaxy in
turn has billions of stars in it, and as many as
30 percent of the stars have planets circling
them. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if God’s
intention was to grant to each of those who
entered heaven their own personal galaxy in
which He would permit a greater share in
His creative power, so that we could create
whatever “perfect” worlds we might choose?
(If we had this power, God would need to be
sure that we would only exercise our creative
power within the limits that He might
impose).
Human life is sacred. We humans are
permitted a share in the creation process
through procreative sex within heterosexual
marriage. Almost every human act that interferes with the creation of life, or that might
shorten or end life other than in accordance
with God’s will or in God’s time is a great
evil. Such acts indicate we are unwilling to
accept our share in the creative process on
God’s terms.
We humans are weak and selfish in
many ways. As we become more powerful,
prosperous, healthy, secure, and enlightened, it’s easy to want to direct our lives ourselves and to take credit for our successes. It
becomes harder to conform our will to
God’s will and purpose for us, particularly
when we don’t want our life circumstances
to change.
This leads me to a great truth about all
of the organized religions of revelation.
They all treat our share in the creation and
preservation of human life as a great privilege and responsibility. If we are to do God’s
will, we must accept His limitations, all
gleaned from sacred Scripture, and exercise
our rights within His limits. What a great
disservice our religious leaders would do to
us if they gave in to secular pressure to
deliberately modify God’s plan gleaned
from millennia of study in order to achieve
fleeting popularity! There are many people
of good will and professed faith who don’t
get this point.
If even one person who reads this column rethinks the fundamental justification
for so-called “dogmatic stubbornness” and
accepts the dogma of the sanctity of human
life, it will fully justify the countless hours I
have spent over the last two years thinking
about what it is that God really wants from
me. I believe it is to seek God’s will and to
follow it in faith, no matter what the personal consequences might be. May God grant us
all the courage to do it! ★
Carl Cleveland can be reached via email
at kenstarcwc@aol.com.
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Teen driving tips
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Now that
they are headed back to
s c h o o l ,
whether driving to high
school
or
away to college, it is very
important for
young drivers
to know the
basic things they can do to take care of
their automobiles. Learning how to
properly maintain cars can help keep
young drivers safer on the road.
It is well known that young drivers
are often at risk of getting into an accident or having a mechanical breakdown
due to their lack of experience. Here are
some simple tips to help teach young
people the basics of vehicle maintenance - an important part of every driver’s education.
It is vital that the vehicle’s main fluids get routinely checked and filled to
recommended levels - specifically the
window washer fluid, engine oil, antifreeze/coolant, brake fluid, transmission
fluid, and power steering fluid. Low
fluid levels can cause poor performance
and premature component failure.
Maintaining fluids at correct levels is
vital to the health of your vehicle and
can also aid in preventing future performance problems.
It is crucial to pay attention to tires,
as they are the only part of the car that
actually touch the road, so they should
be properly maintained to allow the
most effective driving under any weather and road conditions. Stopping on wet
roads can take up to four times longer
than on dry surfaces and, in addition, if
tire treads are worn, the tires could
hydroplane and skim over the surface of
the road with little or no traction, a
potentially dangerous situation. To help
avoid this situation, check tires regularly.
To test for worn tire tread, place a
U.S. penny into a tread groove with
Lincoln’s head facing down. If you can
see the top of Lincoln’s head (or 2/32”),
your tire is below the minimum tread
depth and should be replaced. This simple test is only suitable for tires on passenger vehicles.
Check tire pressure regularly to
ensure that all four tires and spare are
properly inflated to the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended levels. Under
normal conditions, tires can lose up to
one psi (pound per square inch) per
month. And, proper inflation not only
helps prevent excessive tire wear, but
also helps maximize fuel efficiency. On
a monthly basis use an accurate tire
gauge to check tire air pressure when the

car is cool – which means it has been
driven less than one mile or has not been
driven in at least three hours.
Information on a vehicle’s specified
tire pressure can be found in your vehicle owner’s manual. The owner’s manual
has all the information you need to know
about your vehicle. You should follow
the manufacturer’s maintenance schedule in the owner’s manual to make sure
you are servicing your vehicle as needed.
Be sure to keep an emergency kit in
your car including a flashlight with fresh
batteries, jumper cables, first aid kit, cell
phone and charger, a gallon of water,
engine oil, an emergency blanket, small
tool kit, gloves, tire gauge, reflective
light sticks, and a jack and lug wrench.
You’ll be prepared if anything unexpected should happen on the road.
Let the new school year bring opportunities for young adults to learn beyond
the classroom by getting educated about
their vehicles, so that they can be better
informed and safer behind the wheel. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m.1:00 p.m. on Saturday. Scotty’s web site
is www.scottystireauto.com.

FESTA ITALIANA

(continued from page 7)

ble Bobby Lonero. Spectators can also
enjoy various singers, dancers, and bocce
demonstrations. For the kids, there will
be lots of great entertainment and activities, as well as arts and crafts. Be sure to
bring your lawn chairs and blankets as
you take in the sights and sounds!
There will be a special salute to our
nation’s military to honor the brave men
and women of our area who are currently
serving, and to pay tribute to those who
have come before. Festivals like these
could not be possible without their sacrifices.
I also want to cordially invite you to
join me in attending the St. Rosalie
Society Mass and Procession on Sunday,
September 11, 2005. Mass begins at 3:00
p.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, located at 1908 Short Street in
Kenner, followed by the procession at
4:00 p.m.
I hope that you and your family will
join me on September 9 and 10 for an
eventful weekend of excellent food and
entertainment, and a celebration of family and history. To volunteer, to purchase
raffle tickets, or to learn more about
Festa Italiana, please call 712-2212. I
look forward to seeing you there! ★

Dine with us
this summer
and we’ll take

20%OFF
your bill

Please present before ordering.

One offer per table. Not valid with any other discount or promotion.
Does not include tax, tip or liquor. Not redeemable for cash.

Redeemable at Esplanade Mall Location Only.
Expiration - September 9, 2005
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Avoiding big IRA mistakes
By RON HAMPTON
M a n y
investors pay
a great deal
of attention
to how they
invest their
IRA,
but
ignore
the
“end game.”
The
end
game is when
the IRS splits
the IRA with you through taxation. You
could lose gobs of money if you make
mistakes in designating your beneficiaries.
Those who designate their estate as a
beneficiary will cause their IRA to be
immediately taxable in full upon death.
Instead, one should name a person (or an
irrevocable trust) as beneficiary. By
doing this, your beneficiaries gain the
option of deferring the IRA distributions
and the taxes for many years.
Second, if you are one of the many
retirees who have employer stock in your
401(k) or profit sharing plan, take heed.
There is an opportunity for converting
ordinary income, which could be taxed at
rates up to 35 percent federal plus state,
into capital gains income taxed at 15 per-

cent federal plus state.
Here’s how: Rather than rolling over
the employer stock into an IRA, take
actual distribution of the shares. You will
pay tax at ordinary income rates on the
cost basis of that stock. The basis is the
value of the shares when they were originally put into the plan. When you eventually sell the shares, you will be taxed on
the unrealized appreciation as a capital
gain. If you rollover the shares into an
IRA, you would pay ordinary income on
the entire value of the shares, since they
are withdrawn from the IRA.
Let’s look at an example: Joe has a
401(k) plan at ABC Manufacturing. He
invests his contributions into company
stock during his tenure – a total hypothetical investment of $100,000. When
Joe is ready to retire, the shares are worth
a hypothetical $600,000. Let’s first
assume that Joe rolls over the shares into
an IRA. He then reaches age 70 1/2 and
must begin taking distributions from his
IRA and paying taxes on those withdrawals at ordinary income rates (up to
35 percent federal plus state). He will pay
those full rates on all of his shares.
Assuming no further appreciation above
the $600,000, Joe would pay tax of
$210,000 on the shares (at the 35 percent
federal rate plus state).
continued on page 16
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Financial hurricane
By GLENN DOTTOLO
This sure
seems to be
an active year
for
hurricanes, with
five named
storms and
counting.
What do you
need to do
financially to
prepare for a
hurricane?
The first and most important thing is
to make sure you have adequate homeowners or renters insurance. Call your
agent and be sure you have full replacement insurance and, regardless of where
you live, get flood insurance as well.
The second thing is to prepare a “gopack” of essential documents – papers
you must have if a hurricane strikes
where you live. The go-pack should
include last year’s tax return, your credit
cards, copies of your insurance policies,
and a list of your bank and brokerage
accounts along with contact information.
If you have wills and durable powers of
attorney, these should also be included. It
would also be helpful to include a home
inventory, or better yet, a video of your
house and contents. In brief, what you
want is the ability to reconstruct your
financial records if your house isn’t there
when you return.
If you have a safe deposit box, it is a
good idea to place all the papers in your
box in zipper-sealed plastic bags. Safe
deposit boxes are not waterproof so it is
even better to seal one bag inside of
another for extra protection. There is no
point in having your box survive the
weather only to find a mess of sodden
unreadable papers inside.
It isn’t necessary to carry a lot of
cash. Once outside of the immediate hur-

EJGH

(continued from page 10)

two months or twenty years. Doctors and
nurses will now follow the same type of
protocol for the same reason – to protect
the lives entrusted to them.
Patients, too, play an important role in
this initiative. If you or your loved one is
hospitalized, it is your right to ask questions and get answers that you understand.
Before you allow a procedure to be done,
ask what it is for and what you should
expect. Be sure you understand the risks
and benefits of a procedure before it is
performed.
Also, as a patient or patient’s representative, it is your responsibility to provide
accurate and complete information about
your medical history and any prescription
or over-the-counter medicines you are taking. If you take multiple medications, get
them together and make a list now, so it

ricane area, your ATM and credit cards
will work even if New Orleans floods.
The problem with excess cash is that you
will probably end up spending money
you had not planned to spend. When you
have extra money in your wallet you may
find it easier to spend the ready available
cash. This is human nature.
If you decide to stay, you will still
need to have copies of your essential
papers stored somewhere else. If your
area floods you may not have time to
gather your papers or may not be able to
drive out of danger. So make copies and
put them in a safe deposit box or mail
them to an out of town relative.
In the long run it is important to
establish a reserve savings account with
at least six months of living expenses to
allow you to weather a hurricane or some
other emergency that could affect your
income.
Finally, don’t cause needless worry
and anxiety by tuning in too early on.
When the storm reaches Cuba it is time
to start watching regular reports. Stations
usually like to keep viewers interested
and watching constantly by speculating
on the worst case scenario. Too much
local news, too soon, creates needless
stress. When the storm is 48 hours away,
start listening to the hurricane center’s
updates. The early broadcast is on at 4:00
a. m. with an update at 10:00 a.m. These
updates are on the Internet if you don’t
want to get up that early. As the hurricane
moves closer, pick your favorite source of
news and check in at the top of the hour
and make plans accordingly. ★
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf
Coast Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch
Office on Williams Boulevard, offers
twenty-two years of full service banking
to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3656. Visit Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust’s web site at www.gulfbank.com.

Hair Styles Unlimited
Introducing Beautiful Nail Enhancements

Free

Sculptured Nails
Full Set or Fill-ins
with any 25.00 (or more) hair service purchase

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT
Enjoy professional haircare, nailcare and hair restoration
from Kenner’s leading thinning hair specialist.

464-5949

3635 Florida Avenue • Open Mon. - Sat.
EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2005

It’s our Summer
White Sale!

$100 Professional
Tray Tooth Whitening
A healthy White Smile is a Beautiful Smile
Special offer includes: New Patient
Examination, Necessary x-rays, Consultation,
Whitening Trays and Products

Make it a Healthy White Summer
Call Today 456-0964

Family Dentistry
Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III
Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70006

OFFER LIMITED TO FIRST 50 PATIENTS

Expires August 31, 2005

PUREOLOGY

For Color Treated Hair
exclusively sold at Georgy’s

SINCE 1985

will be available to you in a medical emergency. Also include any medications or
foods you are allergic to as well as any
diagnosed medical conditions you have.
Carry the information with you so that
you can convey important health information to paramedics or physicians even if
you are unable to speak for yourself.
To learn more about the 100K Lives
Campaign, visit the IHI website at
www.ihi.org. ★
Kristen Dean is a Communications
Specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Dean can be
reached at 889-7233 or kdean@ejgh.org.
East Jefferson General Hospital,
Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital,
is a publicly owned, not-for-profit community hospital, providing care to the residents of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish
and surrounding communities.

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

465-9590
CARNIVAL CRUISES

FALL PRICES NOW AVAILABLE • GROUPS WELCOME
TAUCK AND GLOBUS FALL FOLIAGE TOURS…HURRY!

PERILLO HAWAII AND ITALY
HEADQUARTERS…BOOK NOW!

DISNEY AND UNIVERSAL PACKAGES
PLAN NOW FOR HOLIDAY TRIPS AND
EUROPE FALL GETAWAYS
Stop in our shop or email us at radatvl@aol.com or
call OUR EXPERIENCED AGENTS TODAY!!!

Rada’s World of Travel
903 Williams Blvd. • 467-9450
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Important updates: The living declaration
and the homestead exemption
By JAMES L. MELCHERS
The new “Living Declaration”
became law during the 2005 Regular
Session of the Legislature. It specifically
addresses the issue of life-sustaining
procedures of nutrition and hydration
(food and water) and offers two options.
The options are the withholding or withdrawal of food and water, or the administering of food and water.
The old “Living Declaration” provided that life sustaining procedures be
withheld or withdrawn if the individual
was diagnosed as having an incurable
injury, disease, or illness, certified by
two physicians, one of whom is the
attending physician, and the doctors have
determined that the individual’s death
will occur whether or not life sustaining
procedures such as hydration and nutrition are withheld or withdrawn and that
these procedures would only serve to
prolong the dying process.
Under the new Living Declaration,
the individual will have two options concerning hydration or nutrition, one of
which he will initial on the declaration.
The options are as follows:
“That all life-sustaining procedures,
including nutrition and hydration, be
withheld or withdrawn so that food and
water will not be administered invasively” or “That life-sustaining procedures,
except nutrition and hydration, be withheld or withdrawn so that food and
water can be administered invasively.”
The old declaration did not define
what constituted a spouse. The new dec-

laration ascribes the following meaning
to the word “spouse.” Spouse means a
person who is legally married to the
qualified patient but does not include a
spouse who is judicially separated from
the patient, who is living in concubinage
with another (cohabitation of a man and
woman without legal or formal marriage), who has been convicted of any
crime of violence as defined in R.S.
14:213 against the other spouse, or who
has violated any domestic abuse protective order affecting the other spouse.
Homestead Exemption Laws
In regard to the “homestead exemption,” the voters of Louisiana on
November 2, 2004 passed an amendment
to the state constitution which both standardized and modernized the guidelines
of the homestead exemption replacing a
hodgepodge of various guidelines established by the different assessors.
Under the new law, the homestead
exemption will be extended to the following:
(1) The surviving spouse or former
spouse when the homestead is occupied
by the surviving spouse or former spouse
and title to the homestead is in the name
of (a) the surviving spouse as an owner
of any interest or either or both of the
former spouses, (b) the surviving spouse
as usufructuary or (c) a testamentary
trust established for the benefit of the
surviving spouse and the descendants of
the deceased spouse or surviving spouse.
For example, Mary and Jack, who are
married and reside in the homestead,
have written wills where they have given
each other a usufruct for life. Jack dies.
Mary will continue to have the homestead as she owns an interest in the

homestead and her husband has given
her a usufruct.
Frank and Sally, who are married and
reside in the homestead, have written
wills where they set up trusts for the benefit of the surviving spouse and the children. Frank dies. Sally will continue to
have the homestead exemption as she
owns an interest in the homestead and is
the beneficiary of a trust set up for the
benefit of the surviving spouse and the
children. This scenario will also apply to
former spouses who reside in the homestead.
(2) Property owned by an irrevocable
trust (a trust which cannot be revoked)
when the principal beneficiary(ies) are
settlor(s) of the trust and were the immediate prior owners of the homestead. For
example, Fred and Loretta, who are married and live in the homestead, created an
irrevocable trust during their lifetime
where they are both the settlors or
grantors and the beneficiaries of the
trust. This irrevocable trust will qualify
for the homestead exemption as long as
they reside in the homestead.
(3) Property where no more than two
individuals transfer ownership in the
homestead reserving unto themselves a
usufruct in favor of themselves and the
homestead is occupied by them. For
example, John and Michelle, who are
married and reside in the homestead,
transfer the homestead to their two children, reserving a usufruct for themselves. This will qualify for the homestead exemption as long as John or
Michelle reside in the homestead.
(4) Property owned in indivision, but
the exemption will be limited to the pro
rata ownership interest of the person

who occupies the homestead. For example, Tom and Jane, who were married
and lived in the homestead, are killed in
a car accident. They have written wills
where they have left their interests in the
homestead to their five children, who
survive them. One child is going to
reside in the homestead. The child who
resides in the homestead will qualify for
20 percent of the homestead exemption.
(5) The homestead exemption extends
only to natural persons and to an irrevocable trust created by a natural person
or persons in which the beneficiaries of
the trust are natural persons.
The homestead exemption will no
longer be applicable to revocable trusts
(a trust which can be changed) and individuals who have their homestead in a
revocable trust will lose the exemption.
Many “living trusts” are revocable trusts.
If your property is held in a “living
trust,” and you have received a letter
informing you that you’ve lost your
homestead exemption, contact a lawyer
for help in re-qualifying for your exemption. ★
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner
and the firm’s primary areas of practice
are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate, corporate law, and
personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website
at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

AVOIDING IRA MISTAKES
(continued from page 14)

But let’s assume that instead of
rolling over the shares, Joe takes a distribution and pays tax of $35,000 immediately on the basis (35 percent of
$100,000). Later he decides to sell the
shares (at his discretion because he is not
subject to the age 70 1/2 rule since the
shares are no longer in an IRA), and he
pays a capital gains tax of $75,000 (15
percent federal tax on $500,000).
His total tax bill is $110,000 rather
than the $231,600 he would have paid if
he rolled his shares into an IRA. That’s a
cool saving of $120,000 in federal tax –
enough to pay for plenty of great vacations for Joe and his wife. ★
Ronald Hampton is the owner of
Retirement
Planning
Associates.
Hampton is a Certified Retirement
Financial Advisor™ and author of
Retirement Planning Land Mines and
How to Avoid Them. His office is located
in Suite 160 at 3500 North Causeway
Boulevard in Metairie. Hampton can be
reached at 466-7392, 831-2667 or
ronaldghampton@cox.net.
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Performance enhancement supplementation in the high school athlete

By CRAIG GOODWIN
If you are a parent of a high school athlete, your
child could be among the many that are taking performance enhancement supplements to enhance their ability
to perform at higher levels within their sport. These supplements are used to boost athletic performance, ward
off fatigue, and enhance physical appearance. There is a
danger zone for athletes taking performance enhancement drugs, as the athlete may be taking unnecessary
risks that could cause serious harm. There is a lack of
regulation within the supplementation industry and the
chemical compositions, side effects, and the efficiency
of these supplements is sometimes a mystery.
In 1994, the Dietary Supplement Health and
Education Act (DSHEA) was passed which allowed
products derived from herbs and natural sources to skip

pre-market safety evaluations by the Food and Drug
Administration and go directly to the shelves.
Congress’s intent in enacting the DSHEA was to meet
the concerns of consumers and manufacturers to help
ensure that safe and appropriately labeled products
remain available to those who want to use them. Robert
Kersey, Ph.D, A.T.C., and professor of kinesiology and
health science at California State University in
Fullerton, California explains that “Essentially what it
says on the bottle doesn’t have to be in the bottle.” While
the DSHEA requires that supplement manufacturers
label all product ingredients, no one checks to make
sure they are telling the truth.
Some of the substances that are taken include creatine, an over-the-counter supplement best known for
improving performance in sports involving short bursts
of high-intensity activity, such as power lifting,
wrestling and sprinting; androstenedione (andro),
claimed to increase muscle mass, energy, and strength;
ephedra, a stimulant similar to amphetamines to reduce
physical fatigue, lose weight, and improve mental alertness; and anabolic steroids that carry high risk sideeffects. Authorities around the country agree that sup-

Why replace old fillings?
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S
Constant
pressure
from chewing, grinding,
or clenching can cause
dental fillings or restorations to wear away, chip or
crack. Although you may
not be able to tell that
your filling is wearing
down, your dentist can
identify weaknesses in
your restorations during a
regular check-up.
If the seal between the tooth enamel and the
restoration breaks down, food particles and decaycausing bacteria can work their way under the
restoration. You then run the risk of developing additional decay in that tooth. Decay that is left untreated
can progress to infect the dental pulp and may cause
an abscess.
Today we have a wider choice of replacements
than we had in the past. These choices include amalgam (silver fillings), composite resins (white fillings) and crowns.
Composite resins are tooth-colored, plastic materials (made of glass and resin) that are used both as
fillings and to repair defects in the teeth. Because
they are tooth-colored, it is difficult to distinguish
them from natural teeth. Composites are often used
on the front teeth where a natural appearance is
important. They can be used on the back teeth as well
depending on the location and extent of the tooth
decay.
If the restoration is large or the recurrent decay is
extensive, there may not be enough tooth structure
remaining to support a replacement filling. In these
cases, your dentist may need to replace the filling
with a crown.
You may need a crown to cover a tooth and
restore it to its normal shape and size. A crown can
make your tooth stronger and improve its appearance. It can be used to attach a bridge, protect a weak
tooth from breaking or restore one that is already bro-

ken. A crown is a good way to cover teeth that are
discolored or badly shaped. It is also used to cover a
dental implant.
If your dentist recommends a crown, it is probably to correct one of the problems discussed. Your
dentist’s primary concern, like yours, is to help you
keep your teeth healthy and your smile bright.
Information for this article was obtained from the
American Dental Association’s website at
www.ada.org/public/topics/fillings_faq.asp
and
www.ada.org/public/topics/crowns.asp. ★
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general dentist who
has practiced continuously in north Kenner for over
26 years. Dr. Felder’s office is located at 4134
Florida Avenue, Suite 101.

AMNESTY

(continued from page 1)

many persons who have passed away will appear on
the list,” said Conley. “In those instances, the family
can bring or fax us a copy of the death certificate and
the person’s name will be removed from the list.”
The amnesty program is a one-time-only offer
that will expire on August 31. Conley said the
amnesty program is a generous offer that no one on
the list should refuse. “I can’t imagine that anyone
would want to be the subject of an arrest attachment
that could be enforced if you were stopped by police
in our surrounding area,” said Conley. “It would be
even worse if you were arrested for some case that
took place 10 or 15 years ago and has long been forgotten. I urge every Kenner family to review the list
at www.kenner.la.us to be sure that neither you nor
family members are on it. This is a one-time opportunity to clear the record at minimal cost and remove
the possibility of being arrested and transported to
jail for some long-ago offense that you may not even
remember today.”
Conley said since the average fine per attachment
is approximately $100, the city could potentially collect $1 million during August. ★

plements contain steroid precursors, such as androstenedione
and human growth hormone. They report that these substances
act like anabolic steroids that help increase lean muscle mass,
build strength and endurance, and speed up metabolism.
The difficulties come in knowing precisely how many high
school athletes use performance-enhancing drugs and finding a
way to reduce the health risks among these athletes. The government attempted to address the increasing prevalence of supplement abuse among high school athletes by enacting the Anabolic
Steroid Control Act in 2004. The law added 18 substances to the
list of banned anabolic steroids and increased the penalties for
those caught making, selling, or possessing steroid precursors. If
you’re concerned about your teen’s possible use of performanceenhancement drugs or supplements, begin to educate yourself,
discuss the dangers of these drugs or supplements with your
child, talk with your child’s coach to let them know where you
stand, find out the school’s position, and monitor your child’s purchases of over-the-counter supplements.
In many cases, young athletes are simply looking for a viable
option to enhance performance in their particular sport and supplements seem to offer a solution. As parents, we must stay on top
of this situation before our children enter a danger zone without
even realizing it. ★
Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is president of Kenner
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department
of Allied Health, Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy can be
contacted via email at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

FREE REPORT

Attention CD Owners! Are You
Frustrated With Your 3% CD Rates?
Kenner, LA—A FREE Report Reveals The Simple, But
Little Known Secret Alternatives To The Miserable
Rates You Get From The Bank.
A FREE REPORT called, The Little Known Secret
Alternatives to CDs, has been made available for the
first time. The report explains, in simple language, the
almost unheard of methods to take care of yourself, and
tells you how to stop being at the mercy of the bank.

Toll free 24 hr. recorded message
1-800-646-1158, To Get Your Copy Of
The ReportYour Banker Hopes You Never See!

• 23 years experience counseling
small businesses
• Real estate closings
• Successions, wills, and family law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
AWARDED HIGHEST RATING AVAILABLE
MARTINDALE HUBBELL NATIONAL LAW DIRECTORY
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Questions abound for Saints
By KEN TRAHAN
In professional sports, mediocrity is
the worst location of all places. Being
average excludes the excitement of being
a winner and competing for a championship. Being poor provides promise
through the prospect of selecting at or near
the top in the respective player drafts of
major sports. Indifference tends to be the
mindset of teams mired in the middle.
Such is the state of the New Orleans
Saints. Since the magical 2000 season, the
Saints have been the definition of average,
going 32-32 over the past four seasons,
including back-to-back 8-8 finishes. The
Saints have been good enough to tease followers and media into the lure of believing
that they were good enough to be a playoff
team and bad enough to please no one.
After being dubbed “a high school”
team by owner Tom Benson, the 2004
Saints proceeded to rip off four consecutive victories to narrowly miss the playoffs. Team officials feel that there will be

a carry-over effect to the 2005 season. The
ticket-buying public is more skeptical.
Heading into the preseason, season ticket
sales are down from a year ago. The combination of pricing, mediocrity, the ongoing payment disputes between the state
and the Saints and the looming threat of
relocation have stunted any momentum or
enthusiasm amongst the regularly rabid
fan-base in the New Orleans area.
Is there reason for hope in 2005? Are
the Saints finally ready to escape the
obscurity of being a perennial .500 team?
To be certain, there are several players to
build around. Deuce McAllister figures to
be healthy and in shape to return to being
one of the NFL’s best running backs this
season. Joe Horn remains one of the most
productive receivers in the league, tough
and consistent. Donte Stallworth looks
poised to become a superb second target
and regular long-ball threat. Charles Grant
has established himself as one of the best
young defensive ends in the game today.
Darren Howard is dependable and steady
on the opposite side. Mike McKenzie gave
New Orleans a shut-down corner. Mitch
Berger and John Carney provide a
respectable kicking game while Michael
Lewis and Aaron Stecker are big-play
return artists.

Responsible Gaming Education Week
August 1- 5, 2005

We’re Banding
Together
To Keep It Fun
We follow the American Gaming Association’s Code of Conduct
for Responsible Gaming, pledging to our employees and
patrons to make responsible gaming an integral part
of our daily operations.
If you or a loved one has a gambling problem, there’s help. Call 877.770.STOP

The offensive line, a vast disappointment a year ago, has been revamped.
Mammoth Jermane Mayberry takes over
at right guard while top draft pick Jamaal
Brown is poised to start at right tackle. Jon
Stinchcomb could push Wayne Gandy at
left tackle while Kendyl Jacox and
Montrae Holland will square off for the
left guard spot. LeCharles Bentley is a fixture at center. Spencer Folau provides
depth.
At wide receiver, Az-Zahir Hakim,
a.k.a. “Hakim dropped the ball, Hakim
dropped the ball,” challenges Devery
Henderson for the third receiver slot. Mike
Karney returns at fullback. Antowain
Smith provides a more sturdy presence,
joining Stecker behind McAllister. Tight
end, a very disappointing position a year
ago, is up for grabs with Boo Williams,
Ernie Conwell, Lamont Hall, Zach Hilton,
and Shad Meier fighting for roster spots
and the starting job.
Most important to the offensive effort
is the performance of Aaron Brooks.
While his numbers have been very good,
wins have not followed. A lack of consistency in his play and questions about his
leadership abilities have dogged him over
the past four seasons. With Mike
Sheppard taking over as offensive coordinator, there has been a simplification
process that should benefit Brooks, if you
believe the spin from the Saints organization. This is a make it or break it year for
Brooks – he will either step forward as the
undeniable leader of the team and an
upper-echelon quarterback in the NFL or
fade into oblivion. Todd Bouman returns
as a backup while talented Adrian
McPherson should supplant Kliff
Kingsbury on the roster.
Defensively, while Grant and Howard
are solid up front, Jonathan Sullivan has
been a massive disappointment. The former first round pick will either step up or
ship out this season. The Saints desperately need him to become the player they
thought he was when they selected him.
Former LSU star Howard Green and Brian
Young are try-hard guys but are limited.
Willie Whitehead has pass-rushing skills.
Rodney Leisle, Tony Bryant, and draft
choices Jason Jefferson and Jimmy

Verdon are in reserve.
Linebacker has been a vast wasteland
for the Saints in recent years. Courtney
Watson will man the middle with third
round pick Alfred Fincher and Roger
Knight in reserve. Colby Bockwoldt
moves into a full-time starting role on the
weak side with the departure of Derrick
Rodgers. Cie Grant, if he ever stays
healthy, will get a crack here as well. A
pair of undistinguished veterans, James
Allen and Sedrick Hodge, will battle for
the starting spot on the strong side.
The Saints appear to be pretty solid in
the secondary. McKenzie is joined by the
improving Fahkir Brown at cornerback
with dependable Fred Thomas and Jason
Craft set to play extensively once again. At
safety, hard-hitting Jay Bellamy returns as
the strong safety while newly acquired
Dwight Smith will be an upgrade at free
safety. Mel Mitchell, Josh Bullocks, and
Steve Gleason are the reserves.
In the NFC South, Atlanta rates as the
favorite with the Panthers and Saints close
behind. Tampa Bay continues to rebuild.
Various prognosticators have the
Saints finishing at the eight victory mark
once again. The offense must be very productive while the defense must become an
average unit for the Saints to have a winning season. While there are reasons for
optimism, there are simply too many
questions, particularly on defense, to project the Saints for a breakout season. I do
believe that New Orleans can win nine
games, possibly making the playoffs. That
would be an improvement. A playoff
appearance would extend Jim Haslett’s
stay. Hopefully, such progress would
result in Tom Benson extending the team’s
stay in New Orleans. ★
Ken Trahan serves as Assistant
Athletic Director for Media Services,
Broadcasting, Campus and Community
Relations and Group Sales at UNO and as
sports director at Biz Radio 990, WGSOAM. Trahan is also the general manager
and chairman of the board of the Saints
Hall of Fame in Rivertown, Kenner, and
maintains a prep football website at
www.neworleans.com.

Lafreniere Soccer Club holds
registration in August
The Lafreniere Soccer Club will hold
its fall 2005 registration for Recreation,
Division 1, and Lafreniere Development
Program (LDP) leagues on Saturday,
August 13, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00
p.m., and on Wednesday, August 17, 6:00
p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Registration will take
place at the Lafreniere Park Foundation
Building. All registrants should bring a
copy of their birth certificate.
The fees for U6 and U8 boys and girls
are $85 per season; U10 boys and girls
are $100 per season; U10 LDP is $150

per season. The fee for U12, U14, and
U16 is $110 per season. The fee includes
one uniform set.
“We are very proud and excited to
provide for the people of metro New
Orleans a first class environment to play
soccer in,” said Julio Paiz, director of
coaching for the Lafreniere Soccer Club.
“We’ve been doing this for 31 years – we
know what we’re doing. Our goal is continue making this program bigger and
better.”
For more information call 465-8224. ★
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Solutions to poverty/
Las soluciones a la pobreza
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
“Solutions
to Poverty”
can
be
achieved by
engaging
ideas, empowering people,
and enhancing
lives.
Working collectively, we
can affect legislation and policy to solve many issues,
including poverty in our communities.
Are we going to eliminate poverty? No,
but we can minimize it.
Why do we need to get involved?
According to the United States Census
Bureau, the Louisiana poverty rate is
16.9 percent, ranking highest among all
50 states. In 2003, 181,000 families lived
in poverty in Louisiana. Of those ages 18
and under in Louisiana, the poverty level
was 29.8 percent, contrasted with the
United States average of 17.7 percent.
The Louisiana poverty rate of people
over 65 years of age was 14.8 percent
versus the U.S. average of 9.8 percent.
On a national level, Hispanics are
more likely than non-Hispanic Whites to
live in poverty. In 2002, 21.4 percent of
Hispanics were living in poverty, compared with 7.8 percent of non-Hispanic
Whites. Hispanics presented 13.3 percent
of the total population but constituted
24.3 percent of the population living in
poverty. In addition, Hispanic children
younger than 18 years of age were much
more likely than non-Hispanic White
children to be living in poverty (28.0 percent compared with 9.5 percent respectively). Hispanic children represented
17.7 percent of all children in the United
States but constituted 30.4 percent of all
children in poverty.
You can be part of the solution to
poverty by joining hands with “Solutions
to Poverty” (StoP) Network “Community
Coalition” in your parish. The plan is to
organize a multi-faceted network that
will spur innovations and partnerships
within communities, regions, and the
state. As Hispanics, we need to join
hands with our local government and
state initiatives to break the vicious cycle
of poverty because we are all part of the
solution. We need to work collectively by
putting ourselves in the driver’s seat. Our
communities then can start finding their
own solutions to improve service deliv-

ery, increase their decision making power
through social accountability, and, in the
aftermath of regional changes, resolve
local problems.
I challenge you to participate by joining a “Community Coalition” under the
program of “Solutions to Poverty”
(StoP). The vision is to reduce poverty in
Louisiana. The state agencies can provide
support and as a “Community Coalition”
we can identify the priorities and changes
needed to aid in alleviating this problem.
This is a team effort and members will
not use their “Community Coalitions” for
personal or political gain. For more information you may contact 464-4619 or
visit
the
web
at
www.familiesla.com/Documents/OFS/So
lutions_to_Poverty_Documnets/Governo
rsSummitSTOPReport.pdf#search='Solut
ions%20to%20Poverty'.
Here are some of the events that are
taking place in our greater metropolitan
area in August:
August 1-August 12: 9:00 a.m.-400
p.m. The Hispanic Resource Center is
offering a Summer Camp program. The
cost is $35 per week. For more information call 469-2570.
August 6: 3:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Asociación Nicaraguense de Louisiana
for the fifth year will be celebrating the
“Tope of Santo Domingo,” a festival to
remember the Patron Saint of Managua,
Nicaragua. Activities will take place in
Kenner’s Rivertown at the Kenner
Heritage Park located at 303 Williams
Boulevard. For more information call
466-1483 or 464-4619.
August 6 and 13: Certified home
buyer training and financial fitness
course. This helps open the door to grants
and other various programs. Attendance
is required on both days with limited
seating. Call Conchita at 464-6224 or
234-3474 or visit the website www.conchitasulli.net for reservations and information.
August 27: 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. The
Latin American Civic Association of
Lousisiana (LACAL) will hold a meeting
in preparation for Hispanic Month
events. For more information, call 4644619. ★
Rafael E. Saddy is an active community leader and president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at sadd3143@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for LACAL can
be sent to P. O. Box 640604, Kenner, LA,
70064-0604.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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Opening August 12
111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building

■
Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,
Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House
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Insuring watercraft
By BUDDY SEELING
If you own a boat or
other watercraft, your
thoughts probably turn to
the water this time of year
and insurance is likely the
furthest thing from your
mind. But if you own a
boat, you have a special
need for insurance. Boat
ownership exposes you to
many of the same risks as
automobile and homeownership, including the risk of causing bodily injury to
other people, damage to other’s property, or damage to
your own property.
Homeowners Insurance and Boats
Homeowners Insurance usually includes limited
coverage for small watercraft. A typical homeowner’s
policy provides $1,000 worth of coverage for physical
damage that occurs while your boat is stored at your
home. Homeowners insurance may also provide some
personal liability coverage to protect against claims
resulting from negligent operation of your boat, but the
amount of this coverage is not substantial. Jet-skis and
other similar watercraft are often excluded from homeowner’s insurance coverage.
Additional coverage can be obtained by purchasing
a boat policy, a yacht policy, or a personal watercraft
policy. But in order to know what type of insurance you
need, you have to know what type of vessel you own. In
the insurance world, watercraft are typically divided
into three categories: Boats, generally include watercraft between sixteen and twenty-six feet in length.
Yachts generally include watercraft over twenty-six feet.
Personal watercraft, includes only jet skis, wave runners and other similar crafts.
Boat Policies
A boat policy is a package contract, similar in many
ways to automobile insurance. While there may be
some variation in both policies, the main types of coverage are physical damage and liability coverage. Many
boat policies also include legal defense protection,
medical payments coverage and uninsured boater’s coverage.
Physical Damage Coverage
A boat policy typically pays to repair or replace
your boat if it is damaged or destroyed by fire, lightning, hail, windstorm, hurricane, tornado, explosion,
collision, capsizing, sinking, vandalism, or theft. In
addition to the boat itself, outboard motors, trailers, and
personal property kept aboard the boat are covered by
most boat policies.
Liability Coverage
As with auto and homeowner insurance, this is the
most critical component of any watercraft insurance.
The reason is that liability claims against you for bodily injury and property damage can easily reach
$100,000 or more, depending on the severity of the
accident. If you have inadequate liability coverage, a
sizable claim against you can put your home, savings,
and other assets in jeopardy.
Liability coverage provides protection for legal
claims if you are found liable for a boating accident. It
typically covers the legal and financial consequences of
bodily injury or death, as well as damage to other boats,
docks, and personal property. Coverage is usually
extended to you, your family members, and others who
operate your boat with your permission. Your coverage
in this area should be as high as needed to shield your
assets and future earnings.

Medical Payments Coverage
Boat policies may also include med-pay coverage,
which pays for medical expenses resulting from at-fault
boating accidents when someone is injured in, upon, or
getting into or out of the insured watercraft.
Uninsured Boaters Coverage
Uninsured boater’s coverage is available under a
boat policy as an option. It provides payment up to a
specified limit when you or a member of your family
suffers bodily injury caused by an uninsured boater.
Limitations
Boat policies may limit usage of the insured vessel
to a specified territory. The broadest policies cover the
vessel while being operated on any inland body of water
within the continental United States and Canada, as well
as coastal waters of the same areas up to a certain limit.
The most restricted policies provide coverage only on a
specified body of water. The coverage provided by other
policies fall somewhere between these two extremes.
For example some may limit coverage only to inland
lakes or to certain states. Many will not provide coverage for offshore waters, such as the Gulf of Mexico.
Yacht Policies
A yacht policy is very similar to a boat policy in that
it provides coverage for physical damage to your vessel
and for personal liability claims against you. However,
in yacht policies these coverages are called Hull
Insurance and Property and Indemnity Coverage. Yacht
owners can also purchase several optional coverages.
Hull Insurance
This coverage pays to repair or replace your vessel
if it is damaged or destroyed. Typical covered perils
include fire, lightning, hail, windstorm, hurricane, tornado, explosion, collision, capsizing, sinking, vandalism and theft. However, policies vary from one insured
to another. In addition to the yacht itself, the sails, furniture, outboard motors and machinery are also covered. Dinghies and trailers may be covered under a separate policy endorsement.
Protection and Indemnity Coverage
This section provides marine liability coverage in
the event that a liability claim is filed against you for
bodily injury and property damage resulting from an atfault accident. This coverage may be subject to certain
exclusions.
Limitations
Most yacht policies include several limitations,
called warranties. A navigational warranty is limited to
operation of the insured vessel in a specified area.
Depending on your policy, the size of the covered region
could vary dramatically. Many yacht policies also
include a lay-up warranty, which requires you to take
your yacht out of operation for certain periods during
the year.
Personal Watercraft Insurance
If you own a personal watercraft, (Jet-ski, etc.) you
might actually have a difficult time insuring them. Many
insurers refuse to insure these crafts because they pose a
much greater risk than other types of watercraft.
According to some statistics, 45 percent of all boating
accidents involve personal watercraft. However, certain
insurance companies now specialize in insuring personal
watercraft. If you own a personal watercraft, make sure
you purchase an insurance policy that includes bodily
injury, property damage, liability, and theft coverage. ★
Buddy Seeling, C.I.C., is vice president of Aparicio,
Walker and Seeling, Inc., an independent insurance
agency located at 4501 West Napoleon Avenue in
Metairie. Seeling can be reached at 883-4111 or via
email at buddy@awsinc.com. Visit the company’s website at www.awsinc.com.

PAPA’S
Subs & Pasta
LUNCH
BUFFET

3617 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA 70065
(Across from Wendy’s)

461-9111
FREE DELIVERY

LARGE

FREE PIZZA
Buy any large

1-TOPPING or medium at

3.99

$

PIZZA
$5.99
+ tax

DINNER
BUFFET

4.99

$

menu price…
Get 2nd

Excludes Delivery

FREE

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

Home Computer Slow?
Computer Service
New
ONLY
Customers $
Month of AUGUST

25 OFF

WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR & UPGRADES
DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

616-8030

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.
504-467-6998

ES FR
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M E
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★ Insurance

Interested in helping
Kenner’s helpless?
Call Kenner Cares

468-7823
VOLUNTEER • DONATE •
ANSWER A PRAYER
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Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

50

$

OFF

Purchase of
$500 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

★ Community

★

Jefferson Parish considers
new sports complexes
Jefferson Parish President Aaron
Broussard recently announced that plans were
underway to consider development of several
new sports sites across Jefferson, including
three areas for roller hockey and in-line skating, and a baseball complex located in the
town of Lafitte that would contain a total of
10 diamonds.
One such project, an in-line roller hockey
rink, has already been in the planning stages
for some time and should begin construction
on David Drive in the near future, according
to parish sources.
Broussard, who recently visited the

National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum
in Cooperstown, New York, has also recommended that the parish consider incorporating
changes into existing renovation plans, such
as a retractable floor that could be used for
skating at the Alario Center on the West Bank,
in order to accommodate sports enthusiasts.
“I believe should these projects become a
reality, they will go far toward establishing
Jefferson Parish as a significant sports destination,” Broussard said, noting that events
such as the upcoming AAU Junior Olympics
provide a welcome supplement to the local
economy. ★

East Jefferson General Hospital
August calendar of events
Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

Prenatal Series
Expectant parents learn about delivery and
anesthesia options, baby care, and home and
auto safety.
Prenatal I: August 2, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal II: August 9, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal III: August 16, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal IV: August 23, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Classes are free, registration is required, call
456-5000.
Breastfeeding
This class is for expectant mothers who wish to
make an informed decision about breastfeeding.
August 13, 1:00-3:30 p.m.
Class is free, registration is required, call
456-5000.
Sibling Class
Children ages three to 10 (with a parent) learn
how to hold and diaper a baby and discuss the
changes that come when a new baby arrives.
August 6, 9:30-10:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.-noon.
Class is free, registration is required, call
456-5000.
Man to Man Prostate Cancer Support Group
Men with a diagnosis of prostate cancer share
their experiences.
August 15, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 to register.

Grief Support Group
Open to those who have experienced the death
of a loved one.
August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.
I Can Cope
This group is for adults with cancer and their
loved ones.
August 9, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 to register.
Bosom Buddies
This group is for women with a diagnosis of
breast cancer.
August 17, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.
Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma
Support Group
Open to patients and family or friends.
August 9, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.
Fibromyalgia Support Group
Meetings feature speakers from the healthcare
community along with discussion and education. Family and friends of those with
fibromyalgia are also invited to attend.
August 31, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.

EJGH cardiac rehab celebrates
25th anniversary with reunion
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The East Jefferson General Hospital
Cardiac Rehabilitation program will celebrate 25 years at the heart of recovery with
a reunion for past and present patients. The
reunion will be held on Friday, August 11
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the hospital’s
Conference Center.
Established in 1980, EJGH Cardiac
Rehab has helped more than 4,000 patients
recover from cardiac events, gain strength
and stamina, and improve their overall
health. The three-phase program includes
phase one, an inpatient component that
begins before the patient leaves the hospital; phase two, a 12-week outpatient program; and phase three, a maintenance pro-

gram that takes place at the hospital’s
Wellness Center.
The program is designed for those who
have had a cardiac event, such as a heart
attack, have had bypass or valve surgery,
have undergone an angioplasty procedure
or have significant risk factors for heart
disease. Registered nurses and clinical
exercise physiologists use a combination of
exercise and education to help patients
make lifestyle changes to improve their
health and well being.
Graduates of the program, as well as
those currently enrolled, are invited to the
reunion celebration. For reservations and
further information, call 456-5000. ★
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Grand Canadian Rockies extraordinary adventure
By LaDEAN RADA
Travel by train, ferry steamer, and floatplane!
Tauck Discovery Tours lists the extraordinary adventure to the Grand Canadian Rockies as one of their
“top 10 best sellers” of trips. This ten-day trip begins
in Vancouver and ends in Calgary or vice versa
depending on your selection of travel departure. May
departures are the value season for Tauck so you can
really save on this trip if you book it for then.
Highlights include visits to Banff National Park,
Jasper National Park and an overnight rail journey.
One can discover the gracious charms of Vancouver
and Victoria, highlighted by a scenic excursion by
floatplane over the picturesque Gulf Islands. Two
nights of this excursion are spent at the Fairmont
Chateau Lake Louise, whose memorable alpine setting features dark green forests, white-capped mountains and a sparkling emerald lake.

WORLD CLASS COLLISION CENTER
(continued from page 1)

Nickolaus is still getting up early every morning with a
big smile, eager to start another workday. These days,
Nickolaus is a successful entrepreneur, the founder and
owner of World Class Collision Center, located at 2835
Virginia Street and the only thing these days that supersedes his work ethic is his commitment to his wife,
Esther, and their two children, Nick and Elizabeth.
“The competition among body shops is fierce,” he
says. “There are more than 100 body shops in Kenner
and more than 300 in the metro area. And the competition includes collision shops maintained by all the big
automobile dealers, so we have truly worked hard for
our success. We’ve been able to develop a reputation in
seven years for first-rate, high quality work and the
much wanted ability to handle all the hassle and paperwork with the insurance companies. Our clients bring
us their vehicles dented and smashed and we return the
vehicle in pre-crash shape – our work always guaranteed.”

World Class Collision Center

Nickolaus, who first made his name as the holder of
three U.S. patents on vehicle-painting devices, says
most customers come in with a not-too-happy state of
mind. “After all, having your vehicle damaged usually
is an aggravating and frustrating experience,” says
Nickolaus. “So our challenge is to make the process so

Remember that Tauck, known for offering only
the best for tour participants, is the only company
offering a private domed Skyline observation car,
exclusively for the use of Tauck’s guests, on the train
journey aboard Via Rail’s The Canadian. Travel in
style between Vancouver and the magnificent national parks of the Canadian Rocky Mountains. Enjoy
unparalleled views amidst the relaxing atmosphere
of a private lounge. Travel the spectacular Icefields
Parkway, linking Jasper and Lake Louise, touted as
one of the most spectacular drives in North America.
The road winds between snow-domed peaks and
immense hanging glaciers, where you may see
moose, deer, bighorn sheep or bears.
A specially designed “Snowcoach” takes you for
a ride on the Athabasca Glacier, part of the Columbia
Icefields, the largest mass of ice outside of the Arctic
Circle.
There is still plenty of sightseeing as you travel
through Kicking Horse Pass into Yoho National Park
to see the Natural Bridge, the Spiral Tunnels,
Takakkaw Falls, and the Continental Divide. Enjoy a
float trip along Bow River before arriving into Banff.
These trips begin at $2837 per person based upon
double occupancy and include fine hotels in great

easy and the end result so satisfying that our clients
leave here smiling, especially pleased that they didn’t
have to deal with the insurance companies.”
Another way that Nickolaus seeks to put clients at
ease is to treat them to soft drinks in his vintage lunchroom which looks like a 1950s movie set. Located on
the World Class Collision Center complex, the building
is decorated with memorabilia he has collected from
that era including restored soft drink vending machines,
45-record juke boxes, antique popcorn machines and
red vinyl booths rescued from an old restaurant. Both of
the company’s buildings, extremely organized, neat and
clean, are visible from Interstate-10 near the airport
runway approach.
Nickolaus and his 10 employees understand that
their clients are only coming to World Class because an
unfortunate turn of events made it essential to get their
vehicle repaired. All World Class Collision Center
employees are trained and certified with the skills necessary to return vehicles to their pre-accident condition.
Nickolaus says, “Automotive refinishing is truly an art.
Our computerized matching system allows us to properly match the exotic finishes found on many of today’s
vehicles. Our state of the art temperature-controlled
spray booths, that cost more than $65,000 each, ensure
that paint is cured to the perfect specifications for your
vehicle.”
Nickolaus grew up in Kenner, going to school at
A.C. Alexander Elementary and finishing at Bonnabel
High School. A born-again Christian, Nickolaus says
part of his success is due to the fact that he’s incorporated his religious beliefs into the way that he treats
each customer. Besides his intensive work schedule and
his commitment to family, Nickolaus also finds time to
be a top volunteer for the Kenner Rotary Club, the
Kenner Professional Women’s Association, and is also a
member of a group called the Executive Achievers
Association.
“I’ve really been blessed,” says Nickolaus. “I love
what I do and I have the opportunity to be involved in
the city where I grew up. There are a lot of people in the
world who don’t like what they do for a living, which
reinforces my belief that those of us who get up every
morning full of enthusiasm and eager to work are
extremely fortunate.” ★

locations and 21 meals plus the exceptional and personalized
service that Tauck is noted for.
Remember that travel agents offer personalized service and
can book all your travel needs, at absolutely no additional cost
to the traveler. So call your local travel agent today for more
information about this extraordinary trip. ★
LaDean Rada is owner of and agent for Rada’s World of
Travel, located at 903 Williams Blvd. LaDean Rada can be
reached at 467-9450, by fax at 465-9822 or via email at
radatvl@aol.com.

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

Now carrying

4041 Williams Boulevard

•

Suite 6A

Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558
Hours: T, Sat. 10-6 • W, Th, F 10-7

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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Let us do his
back-to-school
packing…
Because he’s got more
important things to do.

★ Home
• Certified Packaging
Experts
• Low Shipping Rates
Direct from UPS ®
• Freight Shipping

The UPS StoreTM
Located at 4041 Williams Blvd., Suite A-9
Open from 8:30-6:00, Monday through Friday and 8:30-2:00 on Saturdays.

Telephone 443-2115

★

Common home repairs
By DAN DORMADY
During the
course of performing many
home inspections
each
year, inspectors observe
several common maintenance items
that are often
fairly easy for
a homeowner to remedy.
Many times after a home is repainted,
we find that the windows have been painted shut, and cannot be opened. Getting the
windows moving again is a lot more work
than preventing the sloppy paint job in the
first place. First, make sure there are no
nails or other objects keeping the window
from opening. Score the paint with a utility knife all the way around and in the middle of the window where the sash and
frame meet. Remember to cut both the
inside and the outside of the window. Then
gently hammer a putty knife into those cuts
to loosen the paint even more. If the window still does not open, access the window
from the outside and use a thin pry bar
leveraged by a small wood block to protect
the sill and gently force the window open.
Start by lifting one side of the window and
then the other. Work slowly and evenly so
as not to break the window or damage the
sash. Once you've raised the window
enough with the pry bar gently lift the window. You may have to wiggle the window a
bit to get it moving. A spray lubricant can
also be used to encourage movement.
Sagging or leaking gutters are another
common problem. Gutters should be kept
free of leaves and other debris so that water
is not allowed to back up at the downspouts. When this happens, the weight can
dislodge or pull the gutters away from the
fascia board causing them to sag or leak.
Remove leaves and clean dirt and debris
from the gutters with a wire brush. Pull out
the old gutter spike with a pair of pliers.
Feed a new threaded gutter screw into the
original hole and use a drill/driver to
secure it through the fascia. Leaks are
common at seams and tie-ins to downspouts. Once again, removing the debris is
the first step. Use a rag if needed to soak
up any moisture and scrape out any old
caulk or stubborn dirt. Apply silicone
caulk to the seams to prevent future leaks.
Minor roof repairs are often needed,
especially with older roof surfaces. One
common problem is that in order to sharpen their teeth, squirrels often chew on the
lead flashing around plumbing vent stacks.
To replace the lead flashing, first pry up
the shingles around it with a flat bar, then
pull the nails out and completely remove
the surrounding shingles. Take out the old
flashing and replace it with a new one.
Secure the new lead flashing with a nail or
two and position the new shingles up under

the old ones above. You may need to cut the
shingle with a utility knife to fit around the
vent flashing. Secure the shingles with
nails and bend the flashing over the vent
stack opening. Then seal all nails with
roofing cement.
Other vulnerable parts of the roof system are the roof valleys, which often collect leaves and needles, creating little
dams. A dam formed by leaves and needles
can easily force rainwater under the shingles, causing water damage. Begin cleaning roof valleys by first cleaning out the
debris. Then with a wire brush, scrape
away the rust from the valley metal. A
putty knife or flat bar can be used for tough
spots. Clean the valley once more to
remove any loose rust. Before re-coating
the valley metal, place sheets of newspaper
under the surrounding shingles and fold
the newspaper back to cover the shingles.
Apply two to three coats of rust inhibiting
spray paint to the metal valley to prevent
rust and future leaks.
Finally, maintenance of weather stripping and caulking is frequently overlooked
and can contribute to higher energy bills
from air infiltration through the gaps
around both windows and doors. The
money spent on caulking or weather stripping is usually recovered in one year or
less. This one-year “pay-back” period
means that money for heating and cooling
is saved equal to or greater than what you
spend for caulking and weather stripping
materials. A clean joint is the first and
most important step. Clean away all old
caulk and loose paint or dirt and apply new
caulk to dry surfaces. The most common
and easiest to use caulking comes in cartridges for which you will need a caulking
gun. Cut off about 1/2 inch of the cartridge
tip on a 45 degree angle and puncture the
tip seal with a nail. You can use the nail
later to act as a stopper for any unused
caulk. With a little practice on a joint that's
not visible you’ll soon be able to lay a uniform wide bead that overlaps both sides for
a good seal. Finish the surface with a moistened finger if you like, but that’s not necessary. Remember to use a filler, like
oakum, for wide joints before you caulk.
Weather stripping on the doors and windows most frequently used should be
inspected annually, and any degraded
weather stripping should be replaced.
As a reminder, proper safety practices
should always be observed when performing any home maintenance. ★
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home
inspector (LSBHI #10273), and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering firm
specializing in residential and commercial
building inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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★ Gardening

★

Gardening hints for August
By LYNNE DIMM
August is
one of the
hottest months
of the year in the
New Orleans
area,
which
means that it is
very hard for
new plantings to
survive the summer
heat.
However, there
are a few plants that can make it if planted
now. One of these is the mandevilla vine that
will root rapidly and spread quickly. It can be
used to cover an unsightly fence with its rich
pink flowers which are pleasing to the eye
and are also fragrant.
Another bush to plant now is the meidland rose, which is similar to the old fashioned sweetheart rose. You can see these
plants growing at McDonald’s restaurants in
the Baton Rouge area. The really nice thing
about the meidland rose is that it blooms year
round. When flowers on the stem bloom out,
trim back the whole stem so new buds will
form causing it to bloom again. Meidland
roses are found in red, pink, and white, and
are great as year round colorful shrubs as
opposed to almost all other flowering shrubs,
which bloom for only a short period of time
and are green or bare the rest of the year.
Try the new flowering, short, crepe myrtle – perfect for the end of a garden.
Landscapers have gotten away from planting
regular crepe myrtles on the ends of gardens
because they would grow higher than the gutters of most homes and cause problems. Try
the new variety, tonto, which is pink and does
not grow over six to eight feet.
Daylilies are great cold-hearty plants
available in many different colors. Instead of
the old yellow and orange colors, you can
now pick from the dark red “Mack the
Knife,” full peach color Clara, double-talk
yellow, Pandora’s box and white with purple

throat.
When I was growing up on Phosphor
Avenue near Metairie Road, my Mama would
say, “Get your wagon. Let’s go get some bedding plants.” We walked from Phosphor
Avenue to Mr. Illing’s Nursery on Helois
Street. We knocked on the side door of his
house, he would come out, and Mama and Mr
Illing would walk around the nursery as she
selected dianthus, daisies, day lilies, mint and
a few azaleas. Mr. Illing would dig them up,
wrap them in wet newspaper and put them in
our wagon. It seemed like they talked forever
before Mama would pay for her selections
and we would walk home to plant them right
away. Notice, I did not use these words: gardener, automobile, gasoline, Icee, parking
space, too hot, no one to wait on me, long
lines, uninformed clerk, dead plants, computer down at checkout, or struggle to get plants
to the car. Life was simple then.
I loved Mama, our plants, and our fun
together digging in the soil. I guess that is
why I am still pulling my wagon up to people’s homes, surveying the premises, taking
plants from my wagon, planting them to
make their homes more beautiful, and giving
others some of the feeling I received way
back then, and still get, when I place a young
plant in the ground.
A tiny plant is a hope, a promise, and a
belief that beauty will come from something
so little wrapped in “wet newspaper.” Time,
nurturing, and love can do miracles. Pay
attention, slow down, and buy something
wrapped in “wet newspaper.” ★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th Street,
is a registered and licensed Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a
wholesale grower of bedding plants and has
over 30 years experience in the industry.
Lynne Dimm can be reached via email at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 468-5467or visit
Dimm’s website at www.lynnedimmsnursery.com.

★ Community

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

SUMMER BLOWOUT SPECIALS
GALLON - ALL FLAVORS

only

Fruit Punch . . . 99¢

BUD • BUD LIGHT
COORS LIGHT
20 PK LONG NECK

11.49

only

16 OZ. BOTTLE

Spring Water . . 2/1.00
24 PACK CASE. . .

5

. . . . . .99

18 PK MILLER LITE
20 PK LONG NECK

only
TOP OFF YOUR PROPANE
.99
FOR LABOR DAY BBQ To GoICE COLD

10

Sold by Gallon!

KEG BEER
I TA L I A N ,

SEAFOOD,
& STEAKS

Delicious
•
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Early Bird
Special

★

Local Lions Club hosts evening
with the Zephyrs
On August 27, local Louisiana Lions
clubs will host an “”Evening at the New
Orleans Zephyrs,” beginning at 6:05 p.m.
Proceeds from sales will benefit the
Louisiana Lions Camp, a non-profit residential summer camp owned and operated by the Louisiana Lions League for
Crippled Children, Inc. for use and enjoyment by mentally and physically challenged children from across the state.
“At the Louisiana Lions Camp, the
kids can swim, play archery, or go on a

The Ice House

party boat, for example. They play other
activities as well and have three square
meals a day at no charge to the family.
This is why the baseball game is so
important to us – these proceeds can help
us continue to keep up the good work for
these children,” University Park Lions
member Lois Foret said.
Tickets for the event are $8, and can
be purchased by calling Lois Foret at
887-5728. The deadline to purchase tickets is August 24. ★

13.99
4-course meal
M - SAT

New!

BUSINESS LUNCH
IN and OUT SPECIALS

VIDEO POKER

Live Entertainment

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550
see menu at www.tecoro.com
L U N C H & D I N N E R 7 D AY S A W E E K
M - F R I . H A P P Y H O U R 3 - 7 AT T H E B A R

Wayne Busby
Fri. & Sat.
6:30 - 10:30
Sun.
1:00 - 9:00
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★

Spend the summer in a Hummer
By SELA ADAMS CURRY

3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444

Breakfast Daily
Monday - Friday 7 am - 10:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

Breakfast Specials
Omelets with Toast or Biscuit
Belgian Waffles
Breakfast Taco

A tortilla stuffed with your choice of fillings: Bacon,
Sausage, Eggs, Cheese, Black Beans, & Homemade Salsa

Elvis Breakfast

Eat like a “King” with 3 eggs to order, 3 strips of bacon
2 sausage patties, a cup of grits, hash browns & toast

Chateau Café Breakfast
“A Kenner Tradition”

PRINTING
Celebrating Our 26th Year

★ Custom Index Tabs
★ Graphic Design
★ Laminating up to 44”
★ Fax / Mailing Service
★ High Speed Copying
★ Color Copies
★ Oversize Copies up to 36” Wide

★ Business Cards

★ Newsletters

★ Postcards

★ Raffle Tickets

★ Brochures

★ Flyers

★ Letterheads

★ Invitations

★ Envelopes

★ Forms

Call Us For FREE
Pickup & Delivery

(504) 733-0903
Visit Us At: www.tomsprinting.com
E-mail: prepress@tomsprinting.com
Elmwood Business Park • 1533 Edwards Avenue • Elmwood, LA 70123 • Fax (504) 733-4532

Wo u l d n ’ t
we all like to
“Spend
the
Summer in a
Hummer”?
Well, a lucky
winner at the
Treasure Chest
Casino will do
just that in
August. You can
begin earning
entries to win a new Hummer H3 on August
1 which will be given away in August. But
that’s not all. Beginning at 4:00 p.m. on
August 21at the Treasure Chest we will be
giving away Prime Cash Points leading up to
the August Hummer H3 giveaway at 8:00
p.m. After the lucky winner drives away you
will still have one more shot at winning
Prime Cash Points at 9:00 p.m. in our last
chance drawing. So get out of the August heat
and come in and start earning your points for
the big “Spend the Summer in a Hummer”
Giveaway. I know I’ll do anything to stay out
of the heat in August.
When I was young we used to spend the
summer at my aunt’s house because she had a
neighbor with a pool. Despite the fact that I
am swimming challenged, I still prefer flailing about in the water to sitting in the sun any
day of the week. Enjoying the pool came with
a price, though. While the neighbor actually
was a very kind and generous lady, quite
frankly, she scared me. I was already a very
shy girl (obviously I’ve gotten over that) and
Miss Blanche was a former military woman
with a very raspy voice (probably due to the
chain smoking). And while she wasn’t an
unsightly woman, she seemed somewhat odd
to me since none of the ladies over sixty in
my family had the propensity to wear a leopard print swimsuit. She was somewhat quirky
too and, unfortunately, I saw the brunt of it
because for some reason she enjoyed having
me around.
She liked me to come along on little grocery trips or to come by to bake a cake with
her. The excursions to find the perfect produce were especially memorable. I would get
into her big Cadillac and we would start driving and driving as I tried desperately, yet
unsuccessfully, not to become too nicotineriddled ingesting her second hand smoke. To
this day I have never met anyone who put so

much effort into finding the perfect tomato.
Store after store, nothing would please her.
Lord knows she couldn’t taste the tomato
anyway with all the residual smoke clogging
her taste buds. But whether it was the tomato
journey, her vicious Doberman nipping at our
heels, or even the times she made us dress up
in long skirts and serve her party guests, it
was all OK as long as we had a place to cool
off on a hot summer afternoon. So, if you
don’t have a pool or a quirky neighbor with a
pool this summer and need a place to come in
out of the heat, just come visit us at the
Treasure Chest. I promise there will always
be good produce and no Dobermans.
Labor Day Weekend Music Festival
The Treasure Chest is the place to be
Labor Day Weekend to listen to great music
all day long. Beginning at 2:30 p.m. we’ll
kick it off with Al “Lil Fats” Jackson, then
Mustang Sally, Jean Knight, and we’ll end the
evening with the fabulous Chee Weez. It’s all
live and free at the Treasure Chest Casino. So
finish up the barbecue early and come out to
the Treasure Chest Casino for the Labor Day
Music Festival. For more info call 443-8000.
Treasured Friends
In August, our Treasured Friends will
want to come out for 4X Points! Every
Monday through Thursday in August our
Treasured Friends will start earning 4X
Points up to 5,000 points after you’ve earned
your first 100. For more details on being a
Treasured Friend stop by our Prime Rewards
Club at the Treasure Chest Casino.
Pointe Deli
Nothing beats coming to the Treasure
Chest where you can rack up points on your
Prime Reward card and now you can rack up
on some great food at the Pointe Deli. You’ll
find many choices from a quick coffee and
pastry to a half-pound burger and fries, and
you can’t miss the great breakfast menu as
well. So come out and try our new Pointe
Deli at the Treasure Chest Casino.
That’s it for now. Hope to see you soon. ★
Sela Adams Curry is Community
Relations and Group Sales Manager for
Treasure Chest Casino, owned and operated
by Boyd Gaming Corporation. Sela Curry can
be reached at SelaCurry@boydgaming.com.
Treasure Chest Casino’s website is www.treasurechest.com.

Jeff Crouere to host new KTV business show
By ALLAN KATZ
Veteran newsman and Kenner Star columnist Jeff Crouere will host a new show covering business in Jefferson Parish on Kenner’s
television channel beginning in August.
The show, called Louisiana Business
Spotlight, will highlight Kenner business
success stories and credit Louisiana business leaders who have made a positive contribution to the regional and state economy.
Crouere said each show will include an

overview of the top business stories of the
day, interviews with business leaders and
Crouere’s commentary on ways the region
and state can improve the business climate.
He said viewers will be able to suggest
ideas for topics or guests by contacting
Crouere at labizspotlight@aol.com.
Crouere also hosts Ringside Politics, a
show that focuses on Louisiana political
issues, on WLAE-TV, Channel 32, which
airs at 8:30 p.m. Fridays and at 10:30 p.m.
on Sundays. ★
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KCVB works to bring visitors to Kenner
By SHARON SOLOMON
The Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau (KCVB) is moving into a busy
time of attending and exhibiting in quite a
few trade shows in hopes of finding new
meetings, conventions, trade shows and
sporting events to bring to Kenner. Our
job is to bring convention attendees to our
city in order for them to pump money into
our businesses and tax dollars into our
city coffers.
From July 25 through July 28, 2005,
we attended the Meeting World trade
show in New York City, which is comprised of several hundred meeting planners looking for new destinations to host
their events. It was our first time attending and presenting Kenner to these planners, and we hope that we will be successful booking our city, now and in the
future.
At our next venture in San Diego during August 3 through August 5, we will

be attending the International Association
of Convention and Visitors Bureau show.
The KCVB will be there on a fact-finding
mission to learn what other convention
bureaus around the country are doing, to
find avenues for utilizing our dollars most
effectively, and to keep abreast of new
ways of attracting business to our city.
Labor Day weekend will find us in
Washington, DC at the International
Hispanic Meeting Planners National
Convention. We will exhibit to approximately 200 Hispanic Meeting Planners
and bring with us a myriad of information
about our area with the hope of attracting
more diverse convention and meeting
bookings for the Pontchartrain Center and
area hotels. All of our efforts should
translate into extra money for Kenner’s
economy.
I will keep you posted as news develops. I hope that you have a wonderful
summer. ★

Kenner. Sharon Solomon can be reached
via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at

www.kennercvb.com.

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

Sharon Solomon is the Marketing
Director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. The KCVB is a nonprofit corporation funded by private membership dues and funds from the city of

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

KTV-76 August 2005 Schedule
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★ Entertainment

★

Treasure Chest Casino August 2005 entertainment lineup
Wednesday, August 3 Monday, August 8
Ladies Night
Metal Rose
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. until
Bucktown Allstars
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 9
Vince Vance &
The Valiants
7:00 p.m. until

Thursday, August 4
Ritmo Caribeno
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 10
Ladies Night
Friday, August 5
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. Vince Vance &
The Valiants
Orleans
7:00 p.m. until
9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
Saturday, August 6
RBT
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Thursday, August 11
Topcats
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Stormy
9:00 p.m. until

Friday, August 12
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 7
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Batiste Brothers Band
with Special Guest
Robert Cabella
9:30 p.m. until

Funk2
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 13
Hard for the Money
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Burgundy
9:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.

Limited Edition
9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.

Sunday, August 14
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 20
John V. Kelly &
The Allstars
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Batiste Brothers Band
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m. Vieux Carré
9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
Monday, August 15
Sunday, August 21
Chee Weez
Jay Zainey Orchestra
7:00 p.m. until
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 16
Wardell Williams
Seabrook
Allstar Band
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.
Wednesday, August 17
Monday, August 22
Ladies Night
Lights Out
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. until
Mustang Sally
Tuesday, August 23
7:00 p.m. until
Batiste Brothers Band
Thursday, August 18 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m
Mustang Sally
7:00 p.m. until
Wednesday, August 24
Ladies Night
Friday, August 19
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Kevin & Friends/The
Alleycats
7:00 p.m. until

Saturday, August 27
Lionel Robinson &
City News, Featuring
Julie Simpson
Thursday, August 25 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Cakewalk
Stan Wayne’s Heart &
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Soul
9:30 p.m. until
Friday, August 26
Kamikaze Karaoke
Sunday, August 28
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Good Stuff
Four Unplugged
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m. until

Children’s Castle is located at 501
Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s
Rivertown district. Castle shows are suggested for children ages five and older.
Admission is $3.50 per person for ages
two and older. For reservations and information call 468-7231, extension 220,
Tuesday through Saturday, from 9:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m., or contact the Castle
directly at 712-9861 on Saturday from
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 30
Batiste Brothers Band
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 31
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

August 13
Howard Pink presents
Howard & the Musical Garden House
August 20
Musician Bruce Daigrepont
Cajun Music A La Famile
August 27
Adella Adella the Storytella
“Stories Out To Sea” ★

August 6
MT Noggin the Clown – “Circus Day”

Cool Down at the
Children’s Castle

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. • MAY 2005
AUGUST 6
Margo Rosas, Choctaw
WORKING WITH RAWHIDE

All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
August 6
MT Noggin the Clown – “Circus Day”
August 13
Howard Pink presents
Howard & the Musical Garden House
August 20
Musician Bruce Daigrepont
Cajun Music A La Famile
August 27
Adella Adella the Storytella – “Stories Out To Sea”

AUGUST 13
Zoe Anna Verret, United Houma Nation
JIGSAW PALMETTO BASKETRY
AUGUST 20
Francis Johnson, UnitedHoumaNation
UMMM! FRYBREAD!

NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE AT THE WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES MUSEUM
415 WILLIAMS BLVD. • (504) 468-7231 • www.rivertownkenner.com

Monday, August 29
Bag of Donuts
7:00 p.m. until

Summer with a splash at Children’s Castle

Cannes Brûlee Native American Village

AUGUST 27
Rose Behan, Eastern Band of Cherokee
POW WOW REGALIA

Remember When
Harvey Jesus & Fire
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

These programs are supported
by a grant from the Louisiana Division
of the Arts, Office of Culture, Recreation
and Tourism, in cooperation with the
Louisiana State Arts Council
as administered by the
Arts Council of New Orleans.

Castle shows are suggested for children five and older.
ADMISSION - $3.50 per person (ages 2 & older)
Call 468-7231 ext. 220 Tues.-Sat. 9am - 5pm or contact the
Castle directly at 712-9861 9am - 2pm for reservations and information.
The Castle is located at 501 Williams Blvd. in Kenner’s Rivertown.
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OLPH

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

(continued from page 1)

Cocktails
Sandwiches

Beer
Appetizers

OPEN 24 HOURS
Great BURGERS, Great ATMOSPHERE,
Great NEWS…We’re Right Here In Kenner!

The names of the victims killed in the Pan
Am Flight 759 crash of 1982 are remembered in a special shrine on OLPH's
grounds.

— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
While certainly OLPH church has
made a major impact on the lives of Kenner
citizens, arguably the school affiliated with
it has been just as vital. St. Anthony of
Padua School was opened in Kenner in
1898. In 1925, parishioners began raising
money to build St. Mary’s Catholic School,
which later opened in 1928. According to
the church’s archives, lunches for the early
students were prepared by local moms. St.
Mary’s first graduating class consisted of
two students, who completed the seventh
grade in 1930. By 1958, records show an
enrollment at OLPH of 1,160 students.
“I can’t tell you how many have come
to me and said with pride, ‘I went to
OLPH,” Father Miles said. “They recall the
experience as a pleasant time in their lives.
They especially remember the Sisters
favorably.”
Father Miles explained that the Sisters
of Mercy have been dedicated faculty
members of OLPH school for over 72
years, and were recently honored by the
parish during the past year by becoming the
namesake for the school’s new “Mercy
Center,” a complex consisting of a new
gymnasium, classrooms, and administration offices.
Today, with over 300 students in
kindergarten through eighth grade, OLPH
still considers the school to be an important
function in what it does for Kenner.
“Our school is a big part of serving the
community,” Father Miles said.
OLPH strives to tend to the needs of
those who worship there and provides many
opportunities for further involvement with
one’s faith. The church hosts organizations
ranging from the Knights of Columbus to
the Boy Scouts, Pro-Life, Legion of Mary,
the Holy Name Society, Perpetual Helpers,
and Moms in Touch, and sponsors programs such as Bible study classes, CCD,
RCIA and a Monday night prayer meeting.
The church is also active in providing outreach to those in need, through such measures of the OLPH Food Ministry, which
offers food and financial assistance to
Catholics and non-Catholics, Ministry to
shut-ins, and Ministry to the bereaved.
As OLPH enters its third century in
existence, Father Miles acknowledges that
the parish’s mission has not changed since
its inception.
“A church is a place where a person
becomes open to a future where he or she
will become joined with Christ,” Father
Miles said.
For more information on Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish, visit www.archdiocese-no.org/olphlachurch. ★

Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.
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Wireless Internet
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settle in Kenner after the civil war came to
practice their faith at St. Mary’s, carrying
with them traditions from their respective
homelands. Kenner’s Sicilian immigrants,
for example, when faced with an anthrax
outbreak in 1899 that threatened to destroy
their cattle herds, made a vigil at the church
to St. Rosalie, who was well known to them
in Italy. When the epidemic abruptly ended,
the community organized an annual procession of the saint’s statue through the streets
of Kenner that has continued for over a century.
Father Richard Miles, pastor of OLPH,
explained that the parish remains a melting
pot of cultures through present time.
“In a sense, we’re an international
parish,” Father Miles said. “It’s a make-up
that you don’t find in many Catholic
parishes, ranging from African-American
to Italian to Vietnamese.”
The parish of St. Mary’s was legally
chartered in 1901, and on March 9, 1902, a
white wooden building raised from the
ground by pilings and adorned with a bell
tower that measured 30 feet to its crucifixtopped steeple, became a new home of worship for the city’s faithful. Though the original has long since been removed, a replica
of St. Mary’s can be seen in Rivertown’s
Heritage Park, and serves as a reminder to
many of what was the very center of a city’s
cultural, religious, and educational experience. St. Mary’s officially changed its
name to Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
1936.
The site of the present church on Short
Street, though not patterned after the timehonored religious structures known locally,
in many ways still maintains the visual vestiges of traditional New Orleans
Catholicism. OLPH has accumulated a
spectacular array of church altars and statues from other churches that have been
taken out of use. The church’s main altar,
for example, was transported from Holy
Trinity Church in New Orleans. Statues
from Annunciation, St. Peter, and St. Paul
churches have also found a home at OLPH.
“People remark how beautiful the
church is, and how much it feels like a traditional setting. Many relate to that,” Father
Miles said. “A church should be like a window to the kingdom of God – an experience
of the world to come.”
In addition to providing an atmosphere
that many feel at home praying in, another
major component of worship for OLPH
parishioners has come in the form of a perpetual adoration chapel, where the
Eucharist is exposed for adoration.
“One parishioner, who has lived in
Kenner his whole life, said to me that the
adoration chapel is the best thing that has
ever happened to the parish,” Father Miles
said. “Many people find peace in the
chapel. Even non-Catholics go there to
pray. We have individuals come from various parishes around the clock 24 hours a
day. Typically, there are two people who
sign up to adore the Blessed Sacrament for
each hour.”
Father Miles emphasized that the adoration chapel is a secure environment, and
that those who go there in the night hours
have the benefit of a locked door and security camera as well.
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It’s only make believe
By ED CLANCY
It was only a few weeks ago that I
wrote a piece called “Sitting in Johnny’s
Chair,” about my New York adventure at
the “Tonight Show” studios. I had
weaseled my way onto the set pretending
to be an interior decorator from
Syracuse. I considered that whole caper a
success when I actually sat in Johnny
Carson’s chair. Well, now I have come
across a man who not only made it onto
the “Tonight Show” set without subterfuge, but actually made it on the show
as a guest of the current top banana, Jay
Leno.
His name is Frank LaRosa, and he
lives, not coincidentally, in Kenner USA.
About two years ago, he was sitting in the
audience of the weekly Karaoke contest
at the Treasure Chest Casino, something
he had done for about five years.
As he sat, waiting his turn to perform,
Frank wrote, on a paper napkin, new
words to the song “It’s Only Make

Believe,” which had been made famous
by Conway Twitty. It took him about five
minutes to write three verses. Then, he’s
on stage, holding the napkin in his hand,
the music is starting and Frank is singing.
People see me everywhere
They think this is really my hair
But myself I can’t deceive
I know it’s only a hair weaveeeeee.
At this point LaRosa picks up the
front of his hair and pulls it back, to the
roar of the Treasure Chest crowd.
“Nobody knew I wore a hairpiece,”
says LaRosa. Of course, he won the contest. Not a bad night’s work, but small
potatoes when compared to having several million people watching.
LaRosa says the “Tonight Show”
website invited people with “funny and
unusual” talent to send in a video as an
audition for one of Leno’s skits. A few
weeks later, LaRosa got a call from
Leno’s producer informing him he had
made the cut. He and two other winners
were flown to Hollywood, all expenses
paid.
“I had a star on my dressing room
door,” says Frank.
The skit turned out to be something
called “Does This Impress Ed Asner?”
The veteran actor from “The Mary Tyler

Moore Show” was on hand to judge the
winner. Frank LaRosa was introduced,
took the stage, sang his opening lyric and
tore off his hairpiece.
“At the end of the show I put it on Ed
Asner’s head, but they cut it out of the
show, apparently for time reasons.” Asner
did send a personal letter to Frank saying
it was “a pleasure” to meet him. “The
whole thing was just a great experience,”
says Frank. It didn’t stop in Hollywood;
Frank got his picture and an article in The
Times-Picayune.
Frank’s rendition of “Only Make
Believe,” was a small big deal even
before his appearance on the “Tonight
Show.” After its debut at the Treasure
Chest people kept asking him to sing “the
hair song.”
“Even at my church (the Vineyard
Church in Kenner), the pastor had me do
it in church one week.”
Frank’s mother and father were musical types.
“My dad was a funny guy and he
could sing. He sounded like Dean Martin
when he sang. And my mom led the
singing at church.”
LaRosa is an independent construction contractor, but he would just as soon
chuck the construction business.

“I’d like to get out of it, Ed. I’m trying to get to California.”
Years ago, when Murray Solo ran talent shows at Chesterfield’s and Larry’s
Villa in Metairie, Frank was a frequent
contestant. Then he ran his own talent
contests, recruiting contestants ala Simon
on “American Idol.”
“I’d like to see an Idol-type for older
entertainers, maybe “American Elder.”
He’s already pitched the idea to Leno’s
producers.
Will it fly? Who knows? One thing is
certain...he certainly impressed Ed
Asner. ★
Ed Clancy is the host of Kenner,
Everything’s Right Here, on KTV,
Channel 76 on Cox Cable/Jefferson
Parish. Clancy can be reached via email
at Edclancy2@aol.com.
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1042 31st Street
Wednesday, August 17
Council on Aging
641 Compromise Street
District 2
Monday, August 15
City Council Chambers
1801 Williams Boulevard
District 3
Wednesday, August 3
Galatas Gym
#41 Nassau Drive
Monday, August 22
Galatas Gym
District 4
Tuesday, August 9
Muss Bertolino Gym
620 W. Esplanade Avenue
Wednesday, August 24
Bertolino Gym
Citywide
Tuesday, August 30
City Council Chambers
Residents will also receive notices in
the mail about upcoming town hall meetings in their district and dates will also be
listed on the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us.
At a recent town hall meeting held at
Woodlake gymnasium, the mayor talked
about his administration’s achievements,
future goals and the often-rocky relationship between the city and Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport.
At the Woodlake meeting, Capitano
complained that rainwater from the airport’s runways is diverted into Kenner’s
canal system, thereby frequently causing
the system to overload with thousands of
gallons of rainwater pouring onto Kenner
streets.
The mayor said he will ask U.S.
Senator David Vitter and U.S.
Representative Bobby Jindal, a Kenner resident, to seek federal funds to create a new
water diversion system that will send rainwater from the airport directly to the
Mississippi River, rather than into the

MARK GLORIOSO

(continued from page 1)

to work for the city in 1994 as a custodian. He has risen steadily through the
ranks and today is considered one of city
hall’s “go-to” guys who always finds a
way with his team to complete every
assignment in a first-class manner and on
time.
A fellow city hall employee says of
Glorioso, “When Mark started working
for the city, he was mentored by the late
Donald Melancon in the right way to
work with others and get things done in a
cheerful and optimistic way. Every one
loves to see Mark come around because
he has this great smile and he’s always
ready to go to work. He’s a great foreman
because his enthusiasm is catching. The
guys who work for him want to be just
like Mark. The nicest thing anyone can
say about Mark is that he has kept alive
the spirit of his wonderful mentor,

Kenner canal system.
On another drainage issue, the mayor
said that a 48-inch line is being placed at
Loyola Drive and West Esplanade to
relieve some of the flooding that District 5
suffers when there is a heavy rainfall.
Capitano also said he will ask Senator
Vitter and Congressman Jindal for help in
getting federal funds to restore shoreline in
Kenner’s Laketown area. The mayor said
that Kenner lost nearly a foot of shoreline
last year when winds and waves from
Hurricane Ivan pounded Laketown.
Mayor Capitano said among future
plans for his administration is the creation
of a Jazz/Rock ‘n Roll Museum to be built
in Rivertown at the site of the old Kenner
High School.
He also discussed plans for a new
Rivertown fire station and the construction
of a state-of-the-art Kenner Fire
Department Headquarters near the brake
tag station.
“Our goal is to improve Kenner’s fire
rating to a Class 1 status, which will save
homeowners and property owners thousands of dollars in fire insurance premiums,” said Mayor Capitano.
He also expressed pride in the work
being done at Kenner’s Channel 76. KTV
was created when the Capitano’s administration successfully convinced Cox
Communications that it was a good idea.
“We will soon have programming on our
Kenner channel from every school in
Kenner,” said Capitano.
On another subject, Capitano said he
will ask the Treasure Chest Casino to consider underwriting the cost of a Kenner
amphitheater. “A Kenner amphitheater
would provide the perfect setting for concerts and other programs that would be
appealing to Kenner residents,” the mayor
said.
Capitano said the new Kenner
Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema have
proven to be a tremendous draw not just for
Kenner families but throughout the region.
The mayor said more than 30,000 tickets to
shows at the planetarium have been sold
between December, 2004 and May, 2005.
Mayor Capitano reported that Tropical
Storm Cindy, with winds of more than 70

Donald Melancon.”
For Glorioso and his crew, the toughest day and night of the year is the date of
Kenner’s Annual Twelfth Night
Celebration. Glorioso and his team prepare the Pontchartrain Center for the
event, which usually takes about three
days. They’re on hand during the event in
case there are problems and then they
stay after all the party-goers have
returned home to clean up. It’s close to a
24-hour day, but Glorioso and his team
handle all the arrangements each year
without a slip.
“It’s typical of Mark that in addition
to all the work that he does, he’ll always
be the first volunteer when we ask for
city hall workers to help out with unpaid
details at charity events,” says one of
Glorioso’s fellow workers. “In a very nice
way, he makes each of us feel good about
working for city hall. It’s always a pleasure to be part of Mark’s team.” ★

miles an hour, dumped 10 inches of rain in
three-and-a-half hours on Kenner. He said
that half the homes in Kenner lost their
electricity, in some cases for as much as
four days, and the city is still collecting
tree limbs, leaves and other trash that was
left in Tropical Storm Cindy’s wake.
“Part of the problem was the damage
caused by tree limbs falling on power
lines,” said the mayor. “We are working

closely with Entergy to see what can be
done prior to the hurricane season to cut
back tree limbs that are likely to fall on
power lines, citizen’s vehicles and homes
when we have high winds and a deluge of
rain,” the mayor said.
Each person attending the town hall
meeting was given a form on which they
were asked to list five projects they would
like to see started in their district. ★

Kenner Mayor Phil
Capitano and Jefferson
Parish Aaron Broussard
perform at That’s
Entertainment, held July 15
at Rivertown Repertory
Theatre, a theatrical showcase of local officials and
celebrities joining together
to benefit “A Generous
Heart Foundation,” a division of the Phil Capitano
Charitable Foundation (a
non-profit organization in
Louisiana). The mission of
the foundation is to help
support the community by
giving assistance to senior
citizens, children, and other
community programs. The
foundation, governed by a
seven-member board of
directors with no employees, has contributed to
local schools, Rivertown
Repertory Theatre Guild,
Ronald McDonald House,
the Breast Cancer Task
Force, the Alzheimer’s
Center and Kenner Cares.
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